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YOU EWOW THAT YOUR SOUL

SLEEPS MORE PEACEFULLY ALONGSIDE THE RIVER THAN ANYWHERE F N THE UNIVER

OURSELVES TO IT. AND YOU CAN SEE IT IN OUR WHITEWATER BOAT DESIGNS. BOATS LIKE THE NEW AMP— A REVOLUTIONARY NEW DESIG
THE CURRENT OF THE RIVER. THIS SERIOUSLY ADVANCED WHITEWATER SCENARIO WILL PUSH KAYAKING TO A NEW EXTREME SO \
IT GETS A GOOD NIGHT'S REST. BECAUSE, THANKS TO NEW BOATS LIKE THE AMP, ITS GONNA NEED IT FOR A FREE GATALO
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Laurie, Ruthie, Margot, and Marc at
Hoover Dam, spring of 1999.

and wife, Lawrie, Marc leaves behind a

literary legacy few canboast. Hismajor
oeuvre, CadillacDesert, tellsthetale of deter-
mined engineers and conniving bureaucrats
who conspired to plug up the West's major
river arteries, leaving behind pauperized riv-
erine ecosystems, vast irrigated farms, and
profligate human colonies totally dependent
on gigantic water projects which transport
lifeblood hundreds of miles to deserts God
never intended be inhabited or farmed. This
book and his many speeches (including oneat
an AW Board Meeting several years ago)
spawned a highly acclaimed PBS TV special
about these water projectsand their progeny
and the recent Time Magazine Environment
2000 insert. Like Rachel Carson's work did
for theenvironmental movement decades be-
fore, Marc'swork hasspawned arevolutionin
American thinking about the importance of
free-flowing rivers. The emerging dam re-
mova movement and a growing army of de-
termined dam busters across the nation will
echo hiswork and credo for decadesto come.

B esides his wonderful family - two girls

AW will be joining other organizations and
individuals in an effort to leverage Marc's
great work for river restoration through the
creation of a national Reisner River Fund.

I —
By Pete Skinner

|

Pioneer River Conservationist

’/ M arc Reisner
Remembered

g Honorary Board Member
A American Whitewater

Marc Reisner, one of the greatest friends whitewater has ever had, died of cancer at his
home in California in late July. AW’s long time Director, Pete Skinner, tells the story of his
friendship with Marc and how rivers provided their common bond.

imes were good — our salad days as my

Mom used to call them. Lifein the Big
City of New York wasincredible - great mu-
sic, interesting women, scintillating friend-
ships, extraordinary work, exquisite wines,
and whitewater - lots of it full of adventure
and exploration. My good buddy, Marc, was
the editor of National Resource's Defense
Council's Amicus Journal which he nursed
from nothing into a highly respected envi-
ronmental publication and | was the Attor-
ney General's engineer pursuing polluters
with gusto. Approaching the top o our
gamesinthelate1970s, man-theWorld was
our oyster!

It was about that time that Marc Reisner
and | shared a New Jersey apartment directly
across the Hudson River from Manhattan's
477 Street - amoat that |et ussafely park our
cars and boats and river pals but hummed
madly only a mile or so away through the
Lincoln Tunnel. Jim Muhlhahn lived up-
stairsand helped us print parts of the AWA
Journal while Rob Lesser camped out on the
street in his trademark VW bus. Boats,
paddles, sprayskirts, fiberglass, and resin
filled the little garage out back.

We were submerged in the river experi-
ence — we talked rivers, thought rivers,
dreamt rivers, paddled rivers — indulging
ourselveswith thepictures, thetall tales, the

crazy people, and the ever moreexoticequip-
ment, much o which we built ourselves.
Hardly aweekend, winter, or summer went
by that one or both dof us didn't escape the
tumult of the Big Apple to explore watery
destinations all across America. Most eve-
nings were spent patching fiberglass dings
and scanning fopo sheets and road maps for
the next Big Adventure. We were part of a
very small coteriedof paddlerswhowereatthe
heart of the earliest explosion of the
whitewater sport in America. When akayak-
topped car zipped by in the other lane, we
usually knew whom it was — that ishow few
whitewater freaks there were then.

Oddly enough, Marc loathed sprayskirts
— fearful of being trapped in a fiberglass
straight jacket. As we kayakers tumbled
down flooded flumeslike Bulls Bridgeonthe
Housatonicin our Mark IV fiberglass knock-
offs, Marc would blithely slide by in his rub-
ber ducky and wave wistfully. Heenvied our
joyful descents into horrifying hydraulics
and delicate moves in the rock gardens but
still found his own waysto join usin these
momentsin theeddiesandaround thecamp-
fire. He gloried in our feats of daring even
more than we did. Asimpleriver trip for us
translated into an epic voyage in his mind.
Hisfertile imagination turned usinto Jason
and the Argonauts.

American Whitewater ¥ November ® December 2000
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‘While he may have envied the death-
ing drops | descended, | envied his skills with
words and the mountains his writing moved
much mare, His extraordinary facility to
wieave ideas, facts, figures and personalities
into grand tableaus of social and environ-
mental conflagrations greatly exceeded any
paddling skills | possessed. Noone Lever read
(#ave Michener and McFee) could paint men-
tal pictures of grand theater and visions geo-
graphic sowell, Mo one else could consgth
up on the pages of a book the bile of
avarice; pride and raw ambition that
drove dozens of determined men out
West to desecrate a huge portion of
America'’s river portfolio. And he could
tell stories about ourwhitewater exploits
that were even more exciting to hear
than they were to experience! He made
s feel even larger than ourvery can life.

e day in 1979, he returned to ouwr
Weehawken table and anmounced that
b was leaving to pioneer Hhe book on
western water projects, taking Horace
Greeley's homily, *Go West, young man®
to heart. He had won the coveted Alicia
Patterson Journalism Fellowship and a
big advance on this book. We were
shiocked and ssddened, but exultant that
this story would finally be told amd Marc
would tell it.

“One [afe November night inr 1980 |
aas flying over thi stale of Ul on mp
inty back fo Caltfernda, ... | woaled
Bback fo the rear door of the ateplene ead
stood for o fong e af the door s g
aperiure, squirting ol of Prah. ... Emp-
thimess. There was moltliing dous there
art the earth - no fowrs, o Npht, no
signs of civiliratton af alll.. there were
no forests, no padfires, o lakes o
ripers; there was o fredfed plein, . a fol
of ermpitness amiid o credlization whose
sueeess woas acftiered oe the prefendion
Hleard mrateiea! obsbacles do ol exist, = (Page 1,
Codiffar Deserd)

With his departure, things started to
change., Lesser returned o Bikaho and | too,
moved—north to setile near Albany,
mr:-rnhing inte & whilewsler retource de-
fenider. Mare disappeared into lbraries, of-
ifces, interviews, newspapers, and archives,
We'd talk off and on. but that magical mao-
ment in time had moved on, As years passed

htonst s botk sesing Thagon to ourite

wWarst—writer'’s or some other dresd
western affliction had befallen my favorite

Bumna,

"By the lake 19705, there were 1.25] ma-
Jar reservodrs in Califormia, and every 2ig-
rifcad river - sove one - frad been darmrmed
il dfpwest o, The Stanishows River iz demrmed
fourfern ffmes an iy short ram fo e sea.”
{Page 9}

REVISID AND UPDATED

M A R €

REISNER

The fact wat, however, that Marc had
become oheessed with the story, He became
imimersed in the chromicles of the manifest
destiny of the American West - its epic stories
of giant egos, blind ambition, huge expanses
of lafid amd “untapped” resouirces, forrd
summiers and frigid winters, droughts and
deluges had mesmerized him and made the
job he'd committed Lo larger than he had
ever imagined. Within a couple of years, his

finances had disappeared and times were
tough. “Iwas mearly reduced o eating out of
garbage cans,” he todd me afterward. While
that diet eventually made his intestines rebel,
he mever lost his sense of wonder and the
ability to visualize the greatness of people
and their total commitment bo goals, bath
the .'I]Hurd:l'ﬂltht'l.'huum]'. He could do na
less im his wriling fo do justice to their
sacrifices and accomplishments.

“The |firsi Los Angeles] aqueduct
bosolke 2ix vears (o build. The Great Wall
of China and the Panama Canal were
bigger jobs. .. but no one had ever built
anything so large scross such merci-
less terrain.,.. The aqueduct would
traverse some of Uhe mast scissile, frac-
tionated, fault-splintered topoagraphy
in Morth America, It would cover 223
miles, 51 of them i tunncls; where
tunneling was too risky, there would be
siphans whose acclivities and declivi-
ties exceeded fifty-grade.” (Page 87)

*When 1 finally delivered my
penultimate drafl fo my editor,” he tokd
me afferward, “he told me that 1200
pages jusi would not do—shrink it to
S}, period.” After Marc spent a few
mare wrenching months of fext sur-
gery (like remawing a third of those
‘unmiecessany’ orgians in his baby), the
serminal fext on the West's perennial
waler wars,” Cadillac Desert, was de-
livered in 1986 to rave reviews and
frant shelves in book stores.

Through thiz book, Mare became
the ultimate winner of the westermn waler
wars; his book had struck the mather
lode. He became a hit on the lecture
circuit and helped broker new waler
managiement paradigms inCaliformia—
among them new approsches bo farm.
ing rice. The rave reviews poured in
from book critics, among them one
from Cladssm Hill of the New York Times
whio calbed the book a “revealing, absorbing,
often amusing and alarming report on where
hillions of their [taxpayer] dollars have
gone,..” The articles that fellowed fram the
book in one periodical after another changed
people’s views aboul waber resdurces and
glalvanized some of them into dedicating their
lives to conservatiom, much as Rachel
Carson's writings did for me two decades
earlier,

American Whitewater v Novambar = Decamber 2000
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"Cadillac Desert detailsthe powerful and
sometimes baleful influence the Bureau of
Reclamationhas had on the West -pushing
it inexorably toward an edge fromwhich,
sooner or later, itisbound to fall off.. Cadillac
Desert isnot going to be bedside reading for
the millions; but millions ought to read it,
becausein its pagesisvisiblethe shapeofa
future that we have stubbornly refused to
foresee” Wallace Stegner

Marc liked best
totell storiesdf the
desecration of na-
ture, bringing to
each subject a keen
sense of amused
amazementandgut

worked incredibly hard, he always did his
homework.... But he had a self-destructive
impulse,aviolenttemper, anda compulsion
to tempt fate. He could, for example, make
a lifdongenemy ofa very powerful politi-
cian over lunch." (Page240)

Angry over Utah Governor Clyde's com-
ment about the questionable economicsof a
proposed Reclamationdam in Utah, Dominy
immediately struck back at Clydeat a 1962

felt outrage. His

extensive vignettes
described vividly
emotional dialogue
and revealed the
sturmand drang of
great fortunes and
granddesignsbeing
lost or won. Heal-
ways sought out
vivid people whose
driveandvision pro-
vided the bright
color for theink in
his pen.

"The vanishing
groundwater in
Texas, Kansas,
Colorado, Okla-
homa, New Mexico
and Nebraskaisall
part ofthe Ogallala
aquifer which holdstwo distinctions: one of
beingthelargest discreteaquiferintheworld,
the other of being the fastest-disappearing
aquiferin the world.... "What are you going
to dowith all that water?’ asks Felix Sparks,
the formerhead ofthe ColoradoWater Con-
servation Board.'Areyou just going toleave
itintheground?' Not necessarily, onecould
reply... ‘Well,” says Sparks, 'when we useit
up, well just have to get more water from
somewhereese™' (Pagell)

TheantagonistsinMarc'sbook really came
alive in page after page. Chief among them
was Floyd Dominy, long time Commissioner
o the Bureau of Reclamation, the cavalry of
engineerswho created the ultimate pyramid
scheme of fundamentally foolish dams and
dysfunctional irrigation systems across the
.+ West. ThankstoMarc's prose, we can almost
picture the guy without resorting to photos.

"Most Commissioners of Reclamation
weredull,pious Mormons -or ifnot Mormon,
and pious, then at least dull. Floyd Dominy
wasatwo-fisteddrinker,agambler; hehada
scabrous vocabulary and prodigious sex
drive... Dominywas freewheelingand reck-
less, racing yellowlightsand burning rubber
inall threegears. Hecouldbemethodical,he

Marc girded for battle on the Rogue in 5t

trolled cars, and driveto their climate-con-
trolled, windowlessnew offices,never once
encountering the real world." (Page 246)
The accomplished adulterer, Dominy
made indiscretions one of his trademarks.
"Whenever and wherever he traveled, he
wanted a woman for the night. He had no
shame about propositioning anyone. He
would tell a Bureau employee with a bad
marriagethat hiswasahell ofagoodlay....
Alice Dominy must
have known... Ad
there came a day
whenshehad to find
out for sure. She
drove into town to
thehotelwhere... he

__liked to conduct hiss
frpsis and
Ko kod - —on-—-dla
doar | wowman
aperred L. Floge

Damifng, her -
band, was in the
back of the room.
'He just told her to
go home and mind

her own business,

says one of
Dominy's
confidant's.” (Page
259)

Marc observes
that Dominy may
have done Reclama-
tion "more harm
than good" in spite

national convention in front of three thou-
sand dam supporters.

"'Which is the greater counterfeit?"
Dominy asked. "The BumsCreek Project or
the governor ofUtah? At the end, hethun-
dered, '‘Among all the many crosses Recla-
mation hasto bear, Iwoul dsay thereisnone
greater than the hypocritical attitudes of
peoplelikemy friendGeorge Dewey Clyde!™
(Page 241)

When he tired in the early 1960s o the
relatively squalid headquartersReclamation
in Denver, Building Fifty-four, Dominy snuck
inalargeappropriationfor yetanother "dam"
intothefederal appropriationsbill —thistime
an absolutely functional high-rise which
glowers down darkly even today from the
foothills west of Denver.

"Dominybarkedat hisar chitects, Twant
abuildinglikeadam." What he got wasalot
worse. Squareasacinder block, thuddingly
banal, it is donein the Megaconglomerate
styleofthe 1960sand 1970s... The Dominy
Building ... is fixed, solid and sealed, as
impervious to a rose's scent as to a ty-
phoon... Thousands of Bureau engineers
could leave their climate-controlledsubur-
ban homes, climb into their climate-con-

of all hi s successes.

Thepyramid scheme
began toteeter too muchfor even politicians
toinvest morein. Theendfinally came most
uncharacteristically.

"The man assigned to tell Floyd Dominy
that hewas firedwas a... born again Chris
tian fromWyoming named James G. Watt
[ perhapsthe most controversial anti-envi-
ronmentalist Interior Secretaries ever]. At
[ President] Nixon’s behest, the FBI had run
its customary investigation of top federal
officialsto look for improprieties, and had
come back with a fileon Dominy that was
inchesthick. ("TheFBI knows every woman
I'veever /____d," Dominy once confessedto
aninterviewer.’) (Page 260)

Asyears passed, Marc grew more defiant
intheface of those who had the temerity to
push for more and larger stupid water
projects. Chief among these isa Republican
Congressman from Sacramento, John
Doolittle. Marc detested Doolittle, excoriat-
ing himinal995op-ed pieceinthe New Y ork
Times as"atrue believer who could serveas
Poster Boy for the Contract With America -
which he believes doesn't shrink govern-
ment enough." At the same time, Doolittle
obsessively sought hundreds o millions of
federal dollarsfor Auburn Dam ontheAmeri-

American Whitewater v November e December 2000
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can River, themost expensivedamever inthe
United States (inhisdistrict, of course)! Marc
saved his most trenchant prose for the last
paragraphs:

"Was the 1994 congressional election a
vote for Republicanism? Or for Banana

I'dlongsinceforgotten. Whileriversseemed
world's away from hishospital room, Marc's

view out the window captured the awesome
sweep of the Golden Gate Bridge, San Fran-

cisco Bay, and Northern California where

Republicanism? That is what you get
when you mix zealotry and hypocrisy in
equal proportions. After al, even the
famous budget-slasher Senator Phil
Grammoncesaid of his own appetite for
pork [barrel projects], 'I'm beginning to
get trichinosis.""

In 1995, Marc addressed the Board o
American Whitewater during our Board
meeting in California about Doolittle's
nefariousplans, about thedisasterswhich
havebefallen western riversand the many
challenges rivers face ahead. Millions
more heard his story on a critically ac-
claimed 1998 PBSTV special, "An Ameti-
can Nile," the story o the destruction of
the Colorado River. Paramount Pictures
has shown interest in the creation o a
moviebased upon another of Marc’s books,
"Game Wars: the Undercover Pursuit of
Wildlife Poachers." Another book, this
one about western fire fighting heroes,
wasonthegriddleashishealthfaded. It's
hard to attain more than Marc has ac-
complished as a nonfiction writer.

Just before entering the hospital this
summer, he had delivered dumb damsa
final coup de gras in Time Magazine's
Environment 2000, complete with a stun-
ning photographof the Colorado River spurt-
ing from giant valves into the Canyon that
John Wesley Powell had runacentury earlier
untamed. Tust afterward, the editor of the
July 2000issued thejournal, Hydro Review,
blasted Time and Ford, the insert's sponsor,
for printing "an anti-dam diatribe by Marc
Reisner.... arch-advocate of free-flowing riv-
ers...” and angrily argued that Marc's "funda-

Marc in a lighter Moment In the Caribbean waters
off Nevis 1999.

somewhitewater and freeflowing riversstill
exis—in large part because of his book. |
could feel Marc's desperate longing to be out
on araft, taking yet one more paddle stroke
deepinside acrashing waveontheAmerican
River, one hisfavorites.

He could still feel the power of the river
in hissoul, just as he had described Powell's
first descent of the Grand Canyon long be-
foreHoover and Glen Canyon damssquel ched

the Colorado’s natural floods. Ofthat famous
river mmm Marc wrete: ...l g shorf sfop fo
rest and reseal the poqys, they were on iz
water again, whichwashigh, roiled, and t4e

color of cocoa. In u few miles they came o

a canyon, frothing with rapids.
lined or portaged wherever they could,
rani fthey had no alternative. Sor?n they
er

e e e
them downriver beforethey had timeto
think; waves like mud huts threw them
eight feet in the air... At Lava Falls
where huge chunks ofbasalt dumpedin
the main river create athirty-foot drop,
waves at flood Stage were as high as
three-story houses. Therewasa cycling
waye at tqg ottom that,_%/e[]y few sec-
onds, would burst apart with theretort of
asixteen-inchgun, drenchinganyoneon
either bank of the river... The Powdl
expeditionwasrunning most ofthe rap-
ids... withthe rudest oflifejackets, with-
out hope ofrescue, without a single hu-
man beingwithinhundredsofmiles. Ad
Powell himself was running them
strappedto a captain'schair, gesticul at-
ingwildlywith hisonearm." (Pages29-
30)

Sadly, Marc died afew months ago
- much too soon; hewas only 51. Along
with the loss of my Mom and other close
friends to river accidents, Marc's depar-
turefeelslike abig wake-up call —things
mme really a-changing. I have Jess and less
fime To mmm riotous rivers and less desire o
test fhe edge of my paddling *Kill# or Hut on
awefbwetsuitand launch my kayak info frigid
March whitewater. Fow can we keep alive
thosewonderful feelings, the zest for excite-
ment as age and other demands fake their
toll?
Marc mas sme of my closest buddies—his

mental premise” isthat " dams
are BAD." Wéll, duh....

"In the West, of course,
where water is concerned,
logic and reason have never
figured prominently in the
scheme ofthings. Aslong as
we maintain a civilizationin
a semidesert with a desert
heart, the yearningto civilize
more of it will always be
there.-"IntheWest, itissaid,
water flows uphill toward
money." (Pages13 & 14)

Marc never forgot what he
believed were my feats in the
whitewater sport. | saw him
thelast timeafew monthsago
ashestruggledtorecover from
multiplesurgeries. Wesk from
all hismedical ordeals, hestill
had the strength to wax rhap-
sodic about daring descents

il ba Right: Pede Sidnner, Marc Reisnar, Rols Lesser
outside Skinners appt. in Weehawken NJ. Nov. 1978.
Photo by Rob Lesser.

delightful Fuvn of a phrase and wry smile mme
still vivid in my memory. |
still see him lounging with-
out a care in his backyard
kiddie pool, fooling around
with his girls, Ruthie and
Margot, and then savoring a
Californiacabernet ashiswife,
Lawrie and | gaze apprecia-
tively on yet another picture
perfect Californiaday. | till
see him poised at the piano
banging out blues and jazz-
four numbers he loved and
jokingabout somenew absur-
dity he uncovered in his re
search.

| still see him indulgently
celebrating the attributes d
he mint BMW h
Eoeught back CionUpeou(ra
Weehawken daysand the two
wheel Beamer that the royal-
ties from his books afforded

American Whitewater v November ® December 2000



him. As | pounded the keyboard with my
band at the Moose Fest this October, my
mind fast-rewound to Marcand how our lives
intertwined. Music and rivers— thetwo foci
meant so much to us.

Each of usgetsonly avery short chanceto
suck the marrow from the bones of life—
Marcdiditwith styleand passion, leaving an
indelible mark on America's whitewater.
Since his book was published, there have
been no new large dams built in Americaand
talk abounds about breaching some o the
worst concrete and earth plugs which im-
prison our waterways— thekind o talk that
was heresy only afew short years ago.

Hamlet bewailed that we strut and fret
our hour onthestageand then heard fromno
more. Marc's foreshortened hour on the
stagewill reverberatefor many decades, how-
ever, not only in the changed views Ameri-
cans now harbor about their few remaining
free flowing rivers but also in the hard work
by those who were galvanized by Marc's
chronicle of thedesecration of thewaterways
o the West take each day to prevent new
stupidity.
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The Gauley Mydique |

Dear Editors,

| just finished Jeff Barrow's article "A
Heavyweight Bout: The Lower Gauley vs. The™
Ocoee". | believe the knockout goes to the
Gauley. | wastherethat Saturday, September

—throw bag portion of the class (12 firemen

throwing bags in every possible direction)
when four paddlers paddied up behind the
big rock in the middle of the chute. Three
remained inthe eddy but one paddied across
the chute into the path of our victims and
our baggers. No comments were made and
my students continued throwing the bagsto
the victims coming downstream.
Thisindividual (Iwon't call hima paddler

25% 1999. We were taking afriend down themmbecause the paddiers that | have come to

Lower for the first time; come to think o it,
it was my first time down the Lower also.
Thereisarock just down from the put-in on
river left. Therewasaboat pinned tothe rock.—
There wasn't anything resembling a rapid
upstream of this rock, yet some guy had
already pinned hisboat onit. Hehadtoswim.
Wehelped himand hisfriendsrescue hisstuff
and get his boat off the rock. It was pretty
obviousthat thisguy had no business on that
river but heseemed determinedto paddieand
triedto makeout likethe pinwasjust afluke.
We paddied on.

| heard later that a guy had drowned in
Kontz's Flume. | have often wondered if it
wasthe sameguy. (Editor's note: It wasn't.)
| have felt somewhat guilty about not having
said anythingtotheguy. | made up my mind-
thenand therethat if | seesomeonethatisin
over their head, | am goingto tell them that
they need to get off the river. It may not be |
any o my business, but at least I'll feel better
about me.

I think thething that setsthe Gauley apart
from alot of other rivers, and may also ac-
count for peoplebeing less helpful, isthat the
Gauley isat the upper level of most paddlers
limits. Itiswhitewater combat at it's best and
sometimes in combat you can't be heroic.
You just have to useall you skill and experi-
encetogetdowntheriver. | haveonly paddlied
the Lower once, but | have paddied the Upper
several times, and I'm here totell you that if
I'msitting in aeddy in Lost Paddle and | see
you getintotrouble | hopethereissomebody
else there to help you. I'm doing all | can to
just get down the river and | will give other,
better boatersfirst dibson rescue. Then, asa
last ditch effort if thereisnoone elsethere, |
will try to help you. (You have to try, bad
Karma if you don't.) There is a Mystique
about that river; if you've been there you
know what | mean!

Bruce Foster

Statesville, N.C.

Paddlers Behaving
Badly!

To AW Access Staff,

| had an interesting encounter with a
paddler the other day while | was doing our
in-house fire dept training in the Virginia
Chute on the Potomac. We were doing our

know arenot thisrude) beganto mouth off to
the students because the ropes were getting
inhisway. Hethen told afemalestudent that
he would "jerk her ass off the rock she was
on." Thiswaswhen | became involved inthe
conversation. Hisargumentwasthefact that
it was a public river and | should move my
students downstream when he arrived to
surf the hole. | didn't move my studentsand
that iswhen he started calling us names.

The students gave him awide berth. The
three paddlers that werewith himwerevery
friendly and seemed more than content to
surf the holein between victims. What doall
of you think of the situation?

Name withheld Cabin John V.F.D

AW AccessDirector
Jason Robertson's
Reply

Dear Sir,

Sorry you ran into the more colorful
element o the paddling community this
weekend. Likeany sport we have our share df
strong and obnoxious personalities.

ThewaveattheVA Chuteisalsoonedf the
best places for teaching beginning boaters
how to surf, ferry, and eddy. It's great be-
cause it's relatively deep, similar to smaller
rivers so you can practice skills that are
useful elsewhere besides the Potomac, and
it's not too intimidating. Theseare probably
the same reasons that you've been using it
for your class.

Without having experienced this guy's
attitude firsthand, I'd recommend trying to
communicatewith folks up-front when they
move into an area where you're practicing.
Just say howdy, let them know what you're
doing, and how long you'll be there. Alter-
nately, theledges downstream provide many
o thesame benefitsfor rescueclinicsasthe
\A Chuteand they areless crowded (though
shallower). Not saying that you have to
changeyour training, just throwingout ideas.

For our part, we'll continue working to
educate the boating community about the

~ importance of the work you guys are doing.

We're not going to convince everybody to be
cooperativeand courteous, but we'regetting
the message out.

Keep up the good work!

TEFEFFEFFETRRRAIERRERNEERRRRRRNERFEFEFTFRNEETERA

| ncreased
Commeda Useof
ArkansasCriticized

(Commentsto RobWhite, manager of the
Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area, ex-
pressing opposition to the proposals to in-
crease the number o commercia rafts on
the Numberssection of theArkansasfrom 30
to 60, and on the Royd Gorge from 150 to
225.)

Dear Mr. White,

Please have ameeting in Denver, asthat
iswhere the majority of kayakerswho use
the Arkansas are |ocated.

| strongly object to increasing commer-
cia rafts on both the Numbers and Roya
Gorge sections of the Arkansas for the fol-
lowing reasons: 1) It is dangerous to kayak
and especialy to play theresincethere areso
many rafts. Raft-kayak collisions are aways
unpleasant, and can befatal if a raft crushes
akayaker againstadownstream rock. | often
must wait several minutes for a break to
paddle into the current due to the tremen-
dous raft saturation. Thisisalready happen-
ing in the Roya Gorge and Brown's Canyon.
2) It is dangerous to follow a raft down a
rapid, since the raft blocks your view d
holes, rocks and other obstacles. Thiswould
be especially true on the Numbers where
rapidsare tight and technical, and rocksare
numerous. 3) The aesthetics o the run are
ruined when there are too many people on
the runs. | don't mind seeing groups d
kayakers passing through, or raftsevery now
and then.

However, onrunslikethe Gauley in West
Virginiaand BrownsCanyon, thelarge num-
ber of rafts turns the experience into a cir-
cus. | get thesamewilderness experienceon
those runsthat | doat Water World or Coors
Field for a Rockies' baseball game. If you
increase the number of rafts on the Roya
Gorge section of the Arkansas by 50%, it will
be more and more like a circus. On the
contrary, | recommend decreasing the num-
ber of rafts going through the Royal Gorge.
That used to be one of my favorite runs, but
| now rarely go there except at water that is
too high for commercial rafts. Inshort, that
runisall but ruined for me. The only way to
restoreit would beto providewindowswhen
rafts must launch, so that kayakers canthen
have times when there won't be any rafts.
Idedlly, you could identify certain daysevery
month, including weekend days, when rafts
were banned. You'd find that kayakerswould

0 those days, and not on the days of heavy
raft saturation. If youincrease thenumber o
raft launches, you will find a corresponding

—increase in the number o raft companies,
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raft guides, raft and bus purchases, and cre-
ate even more demand

Thisisa cycle that won't end until you
put a stop to it. In 10 years, there will be
greater pressure still toincrease the number
of raft launches on the Arkansas, since the
increasing numbers o raft companies will
want a bigger slice o the pie. | think the
Arkansas River issaturated already, and that
rafting compani esare making enough money
there. | see no need to keep escalating the
commercial exploitation of the Arkansas.

Enough is enough! 2 .

KenRansford, Esq., CPA Basalt, CO81621 1 £
Member, AW Board of Directors FaBey 1
Ransford@csn.net g S\ . .

Editor's note: See AW Access Director o e - ‘3 Pt '_-,; 3
Jason Robertson's article pertaining to this E i W d ) el ;
matter in this issue of the journal. 2 o, R - . ] DanI chiadek’

" Rapidstyle owner
2-time Olympic
medalist

New York Photo
Credit Error

Dear Editor:

At the Sydney Olympics, the US Team is wearing
our high performance Microvent and Fuzzy Rubber
paddling gear. Visit our Olympic Team page at:

www.rapidstyle.com tel: 301-564-0459

| just finished reading and enjoying Chris
Koll's recent articleon New Y orkwhitewater.
However, | was credited for agreater contri-
bution to the article than | deserve. The
photosareof suchgood quality, I wishl could
call them my own, but aas, only acouple of
photosare mine. | hope you will be ableto
creditall the photographersinafutureissue.

4 Featuring: The World Record Freeiall
Waterfall Descent! Shannon Carroll

=¥ drops 78' on Sahalie Falls.
s 4 Tao Berman cascades 100+ feet on the Rio
El Salto.

Thanks to you and to everyone who con-
tributes to AWA and American Whitewater.
Your work benefitsall paddlers to maintain
and extend our paddling experience. 4 BJ Johnson threads through the narrow
80 ft. gorge on the NF Slate River.

Yours truly,

James Swedberg

James Swedberg Photography
Long Lake, New York

# Plus "play the river" freestyle action never
before seen!

Editor's note: Sorry for the mistake. Ac-
tually the error was not mine; there were two
culprits. A Pitt grad would never have been
that careless. | don't want to point fingers or
anything... but... think Penn State and Ohio
State! And, all things considered, Mr.
Swedberg is being too kind. He has allowed
us to publish a number of his photos in the
past, and they were of much better quality
than the ones mistakenly credited to him in

Over The Edge is the third in the line of

kayaking's best entertainment videos.
Fallin’ Down ~ Wet Ones  Overthe Edge

¢ Collect all three!

Available at Falling Down Productions 1800
Kayak66. Send $24.95 plus $4.00 shipping
and handling to FDP PO Box 242 Lansing,
WV 25862.

the last issue. Our apologies. I And one of the best ever
soundrecksly: Go Over the Edge with
ot Another Falling Down Production!
I ggg*ggggdw Presented by BALZOUT!
== ﬂlfarohnaQColoradoOWaﬁﬁi_im + Baiiish Columbla + W
= =2 ;
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M Mth us | why dream about adventure?

i each winter
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IMemorable
levers
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§ STORE
'@ overlooking the
L Nantahala River, NC peggy o8
Featuring paddling £88 900
- gear that we personally use:
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| Guidelines for Contributors

— Phease read This careTully hefore sending s yoin

articlesand photos! Thisisavolunteer publication.
please cooperate and help us out. Do not send us
your material without a release - signed by all
authors and photographers (atached)!!

Theeditorial staff of American Whitewater care-
fully reviewsall material submitted for publication.
We are particularly interested in receiving full-
length feature articles, conservation and club news,
special event announcements, articles pertaining to
whitewater safety and short, humorous pieces.

Articles should fit our established format; that
is, they should bestylistically pattered tofitintoour
Features, AW Briefs, River Voices, Conservation
Currents, Safety Lines, Humor or End Notes sec-
tions. Exceptional photographs and whitewater car-
toons are also welcomed.

If possible, articles should be submitted on a
3-112-inchcomputer disk. (MicrosoftWord if pos-
sible - others accepted.) Please do not alter the
margins or spacing parameters; use the standard
default settings. Send a printed copy of thearticleas
well.

Those without access to aword processor may
submit their articles typed. Please double space.

Photos may be submitted as slides, black or
white prints, or color prints. Kegpyour originalsand

..................

send us duplicates if possible; mm cannot goaran-
teethe safe return of your pictures. If you want us
to return your pictures, include a self-addressed
stamped envelope with your submission. Because
we publishin black and white, photoswith alot o
contrast work best.

American Whitewater feature articles should
relateto some aspect ofwhitewater boating. Please
do not submit articles pertaining to sea kayaking
or flat water. The best features have a definite
slant...or theme. They are not merely chronologi-
cal recountings of river trips.

Open thestory with an eye-catching lead, per-
haps by telling an interesting anecdote. Dialogue
should be used to heighten the reader's interest.
Don't just tell usabout theriver... tell usabout the
people on theriver... develop them as characters.
Feature articles should not bewritten in thestyle
o aloca club newsletter.

If you are writing about a commonly paddied
river, your story should be told from a unique
perspective. Articles about difficult, infrequently
paddled, or exotic riversare given specia consid-
eration. Butweareasointerested inwell written,
unusual articles pertaining to Class 111 and IV
rivers as well. Feature stories do not have to be
aboutaspecific river. Articlesabout paddling tech-
nigues, theriver environmentand river personali-

" Release For Publication

B | hereby release my work (literary, graphicor photographic) for publica-

tion in American Whitewater magazine.

| understand that my work may be edited or cropped at the editors

discretion.

| understand that | will not be paid for my work.
| accept responsibility for the accuracy of theinformation included in my
submission. | havenot libeled or slandered any individual, corporation or

agency in this work.

| understand that all or someof mywork may bereprinted at somefuture

date in an American Whitewater publication.

| promise that this material has not been and will not soon be published
another magazine or publication and the rights to this material are

clear and unrestricted.

| understand that once this material is printed in American Whitewater

ties are also accepted. Pieces that incorporate
humor are especially welcome. Open boating and
rafting stories are welcome.

Don't be afraid to let your personality shine
through and don't be afraid to poke a little fun at
yourself... and your paddling partners.

Profanity should be used only when it isabso-
lutely necessary to effectively tell astory; itisnot
our intent to offend our more sensitive members
and readers.

Please check al facts carefully, particularly
those regarding individuals, government agen-
cies, and corporationsinvolved in river accessand
environmental matters. You are legally respon-
siblefor theaccuracy of such material. Makesure
names are spelled correctly and river gradients
and distances are correctly calculated.

Articleswill be edited at the discretion o the
editors tofit our format, length, and style. Expect
toseechangesinyourarticle. Ifyou don? want us
toedityourarticle, don't sendittod Becaused
our deadlines you will not be able to review the
editorial changes we make prior to publication.

American Whitewater isnonprofit; the editors
and contributorstoAmerican Whitewater are not
reimbursed. On rare occasions, by prearrange-
ment, professional writers receive asmall hono-
rarium when they submit stories at our request.
Generally, our contributors do not expect pay-
ment, since most are members of AW, whichisa
volunteer conservation and safety organization.

| understand that the contents of American Whitewater Magazine,

web site.
Signed
Date

including my contribution, will bearchived ontheAmerican Whitewater

Thisrelease must besigned by al | the contributing author(s), photographer(s)
and graphic artist(s).

itmay bereprinted or reproduced inother publicationsif  wish, providing  Send your material to Bob Gedekoh, 8245 Mentor Road, Elizabeth, PA. 15037.

| notify them that it has already appear

inAmerican Whitewater.

Please use regular first class postage.... Not certified mail.

Your gift can:

B Promote whitewater safety

M Support the world's leading whitewater organization

You can svearive foreve..
... by planning a gift for

B Secure permanent access to rivers for generations to come
B Protect and/or restore an endangered whitewater river

e S
Will
W bequests W real estate W trusts
H stocks B insurance

Please direct inquiries to Ken Ransford, attorney and CPA, 970-963-6800, or by e-mail at ransford@csn.net.
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itewater

Our mission s to conserve and restore
America's whitewater resources and to enhance
opportunities to enjoy them safely.

American

The American Whitewater [AW] is a national
organization with a membership consisting of
thousands of individual whitewater boating
enthusiasts, and more than 100 local paddling
club affiliates.

CONSERVATION: AW maintains a complete
national inventory of whitewater rivers, monitors
threats to those rivers, publishes information on
river conservation, provides technical advice to
local groups, works with government agencies
and other river users, and-- when necessary--

Jay P X Kenney, President
1675 Larimer, Suite 735
Denver, Q0 80202
jaypkk@aol com

Brooke Drury

8224 - 14th Avenue NE
Seattle, WA 98115
Imé4rivers@aol.com

Lynn Aycock Chuck Estes

2884 Murray Hollow 114 Bay Path Drive
Thaxton VA 24174 Oak Ridge, TN 37830
lunnayacockOrvtherfoord.com estesoak@worldnet.att.net

Landis Arnold

3170 Eastwood Court
Boulder, CO 80304
landisa@attglobal.net

Sue Langfitt Fuller
5 Martin Road
Rye, NY 10580
Sfuller@wrr.com

Lee Belknap Bob Gedekoh

1308 Maryland Ave. 8245 Mentor Road
Glen Allen, VA 23060 Elizabeth. PA 15037
rivergypsy&printmail.com bobgedek@icubed.com
Risa Shimoda Callaway Bob Glanville

9385 South Hill Road
Boston, NY 14025
rglanville@icubed.com

216 Inverness Way
Easley, SC 29642
risashi@mindspring.com

Tom Christopher Jennie Goldberg

931 Union Street, Rear 3048 62nd Avenue SW
Leominster, MA 01453 Seattle, WA 98116
tchris@iac.net theleague@home.com

RIVER ACCESS: To assure public access to

whitewater rivers pursuant tothe guidelines pub-
lishedinitsofficial AccessPolicy, AW arrangesfor
river accessthrough private lands by negotiation
or purchase, seeks to protect the right of public
passage on al rivers and streams navigable by
kayak or canoe, resists unjustified restrictionson
government managed whitewater riversandworks
with government agenciesand other river usersto
achieve these goals.

EDUCATION: Through publication of the bi-
monthly magazine, and by other means, Ameri-
can Whitewater, ( AW) provides information and
education aboutwhitewater rivers, boatingsafety,

technique and equipment.

SAFETY: AW promotes paddling safely, pub-
lishesreportson whitewater accidents, maintains
auniform national rankingsystem for whitewater

takes Iﬁal action to irevent river abuse.

LA
7316 Chicora Court
Raleigh. NC 27615
joekayak@worldnet att net

Barry Grimes

124 Hilltop Drive
Richmond. KY 40475
bagrim1@pop.uky.edu
Chris Kelly

3201 Rodeo Drive
Columbia, MO 65203
ckelly10220aol.com

Chris Koll
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Liverpool, NY 13090
T i

Jeff Leighton
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Lafayette, CA 94549

Richard Penny
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Davis, CA 95616-4419
rpenny@amrivers org

Ken Ransford

475 Sierra Vista
Carbondale, CO 81623
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Bill Sedivy

Idaho Rivers United

PO Box 633

Boise, ID 83701

work: 208-343-7481

e-mail: sedivy@earthlink.net
fax: 208-343-9376

Ron Stewart

P.O. Box 1337

Chattanooga, TN 37401
ron_stewart@baylor.chattanooga.net

jeffielghton@prodigy.net
Jettielg proaigy. paul EE
Kevin Lewis P.O. Box 4784
6069 Hornbeck Lane Aspen, 00 81611
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Barry Tuscano
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EVENTS: AW organizes sporting events, con-
testsand festivalstoraisefundsfor river conserva-
tion, including the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeo in
Tennessee, the Gauley River Festival in West Vir-
ginia(thelargest gathering of whitewater boaters
in the nation), the Arkansas River Fedtival in
Colorado, the Kennebec Festival in Maineand the
Deerfield Festival in Massachusetts.

AWwas incorporated under Missouri nonprofit
corporation lawsin 1961 and maintains its princi-
pal mailing address at 1430 Fenwick Lane, Silver
Spring, MD 20910 (301) 589-9453. AW is tax ex-
empt under Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal
Revenue Code.
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IAL DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed in the features and editorials of American
Whitewater are those of the individual authors. They do not necessarily
represent those of the Directors of American Whitewater or the editors

of this publication.
On occasion American Whitewater publishes officia organizational

olicy statements drafted and approved y the Board oj Directors. These
Boflqy/ sFa%emen{s W|ﬁftbe clearly identified.
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Asthe last edition o American White-
water for 2000, it seems appropriate to do
a brief wrap-up o the years highlights.
However, our Journal deadline requires
thisto be completed now, in early October
— amiteearly for year-end predictions!

Without consultingour crystal ball, I'd
like to tell you what's transpired up until
now. There have been several recent and
noteworthy successes, and I'm eager to
shareit al, pumped up from another suc-
cessful (and fun) Gauley Festival in West
Virginiaandthispastweekend's2™ Annua
Ohiopyle Falls Race on Pennsylvania’s
Y oughiogheny River.

This weekend's race effectively show-
cased whitewater, safety, the State Park,
the river and the loca community. The
event allowed 300 boaters, with varied de-
grees of expertise, to enjoy running the
mostly straightforward 18+ foot falls, an
act outlawed by the State Park at any other time of the year. Each
boater had asafe, enjoyable experience and got in multiple drops —
some morethan others! Whitewater legend Jeff Snyder wasstriding
in style, and bagged nearly 40 descents just on Saturday. Equally
remarkablewerethe 100+ volunteers, coordinated by Dr. Joe Braden
and Eastern Michigan University paddlers, whoset safety, logged race
results, and handled logistics.

Besides raising fundsfor thelocal fireand rescuevolunteers, the
race was aso a major showcase for American Whitewater's river
accesswork. The event raised funds to maintain a new boater take-
out on the Upper Yough, and also provided the support data needed
to begin talking to park managers about controlled and legal access
to the falls. The race was a great complement to our earlier legal
effortsregarding accessin the Grand Canyon, and thelocal purchase
of access land along Kentucky's Elkhorn
Creek.

Thisyear American Whitewater contin-
uedto restore riversand whitewater below
dams. Workingwith local boatersand clubs,
John Gangemi compl eted new flow studies
thissummer on the Cheoah River in Ten-
nessee, Chelan GorgeinWashington State,
and the Poe section of the North Fork
Feather in Cdlifornia. This past weekend,
whileboaterswere dropping over Ohiopyle
Falls, John and Cadlifornia boaters were
completing a flow study on another sec-
tion of the North Fork Feather, the Class IV
upper stretch o thisriver. John has one
more study locked in for the 2000 season,
and we expect each d these to provide

Upper Ocoee. photo. by Rich Bowers.

Ocoee, photo by Rich Bowers.

better rivers, better water, and better pad-
dling in the years to come.

In mid-September, American
Whitewater and our coalition partnerscul-
minated years of work with two landmark
settlement agreements. The first, on
Californias Mokelumne River, provides
better daily flows, better public access, and
better whitewater flows on more than 27
miles o ClassIl, III, IV and V whitewater.
It effectively ended a new license applica-
tion that had been in the works for 29
years. A week later, we signed an agree-
ment improving 14 mileson the Class1II-
V Rock Creek and Cresta sections of the
North Fork Feather, wedged between Rock
Creek/Cresta and the upper section stud-
iedthis pastweekend. Weantici pate sched-
uled whitewater releases on Rock Creek/
Cresta as early as next summer. Overall,
improved daily and whitewater flowson 40
miles d river previously dead and dewatered. Not a bad tally for the
month of September!

In July, we received some not so great news. A letter from the
Tennessee Valley Authority explaining that the agency would, after
this coming year, no longer release "free" water into the Upper
Ocoee, home of the 1996 Olympic Whitewater races and the annual
Ocoee River Festival. Each of our members should have just received
an update on this issue, and no one should need a crystal ball to
understand that, once again, a potentially magnificent whitewater
river needs our help.

As highlighted above, and mentioned in so many articlesin the
past, American Whitewater is only successful when boaters help us
in our work. " Boaters hel ping boaters helping rivers." Theyear 2000
demonstrates what paddlers can accomplish—so write a letter to
TVA, send, if you haven't already, ayear end
donation to help with our efforts on your
behalf, and plan now to be even more
involved with river issues in 2001. Those
who know, use, and love water, ARE the
future o rivers. Moreand more, it is clear
that boaters can and will get the work
done, that they are building an ever in-
creasing resume df river victories, and that
boaterswill help set the course of riversin
the future.

Thank you for making the year 2000 a
strong onefor rivers, and thanksin advance
for working with us to make 2001 even
better. Have agreat holiday season, and |
look forward to seeing you on theriver.

American Whitewater v November * December 2000
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Chelan Gorge
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OnJuly 8t 9t and 10* ateam of six boatersgot aticket. That ticket issued
by Chelan Public Utilities District was a highly prized ifem. It dranted each
paddler accessto the unrun Chelan Gorge in central Washington. That ticket
also carried a heavy burden of responsibility for each boater: proveto Chelan
PUD and thesurrounding community that the Chelan Gorgeisboatable. These
boatersaccepted the challenge enthusiastically acting asambassadorsfor the
paddling community both onand off theriver. Attheend of the threeday study
therewas no doubt that the Chelan Gorge was more than boatable—it was a
premier whitewater destination. But even more telling wasthe fact that the
community of Chelan and the PUD embraced the boaters.

= Tracey Clapp hitting Super Boof.
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This first descent of the Chdan Gor96wasa high profile and
controversial event. The descent was actually a study that itself was part of a larger
hydropower relicensing proceeding for the Chelan hydropower project. The Chelan Gorge
had never been run before due to water withdrawals for hydropower generation. Many
stakeholdersin therelicensing process opposed whitewater studies. Somestakeholdersfelt
the Gorge was not "survivable" Other stakeholders in the local community feared
whitewater releases would lower lake levels and raise electric rates. The Chelan PUD was
primarily concerned with liability lawsuits. Upon completion of the whitewater flow study,
most of these concerns evaporated. Most of the partiesin this relicense recognized that
whitewater is a legitimate use of the Chelan Gorge and can be balanced with continued
hydropower generation and other resource needs.

Thishydropower relicense first caught my interest when | received the physical descrip-
tion o the river channel below the dam: "“A four mile long channel dropping 400 feet in
elevationmuch of that inthelast 1.5 miles." My interestwasfurther piqued when | read the
fisheries report describing 20-30 foot falls acting as barriers to upstream fish migration.
After attending my first relicensing meeting in Chelan | hiked down into the Gorge. | knew
immediately that the Chelan Gorgewas afuture whitewater classic. | stood on the bedrock
of therapid now called entrance exam and marveled at thegradient. With only 5cfstrickling
throughtherocksit was difficulttoseethelinesbut | could certainly imaginewherethecrux
wassituated in that drop. Sincethat first look I've committed myself to getting an annual
schedule of whitewater releasesintothe Chelan Gorge. Attimes, that path has been asteep
uphill battle.

Chelan Lakeisanatural lake carved by glaciers. Thelakeis55 mileslongand 1,500 feet
deep. Attheturnof thecentury several damswereconstructedat thelakeoutletto raiselake
elevations for power generation. Several of these damswerelost to high water overtopping
thedams. The present damwasconstructed in1927. It diverts 2,100 cfsdf water around the
4 milelong Chelan Gorgeto a vowerhouse at the confluencewith the Columbia River. The
minimum instream flow below the dam isapproximately 5 cfsalthough the dam spills each
spring with flows averaging between 2,000 and 6,000 cfs.

I've seen video footage of 2,000 and 4,000 cfsin the Chelan Gorge shot from the canyon
rim. Trust me, it's awhitewater nightmare. Spillswithin the boatable range of 200 to 500
cfsrarely if ever occur duetothe projectsability to control flowswithinthisrange. | proposed
early in the relicense process that a recreational controlled flow study (see side-bar for
description) be conducted forthe Chelan Gorge. 1nJune19991 traveled to observeaseries
of flowsin the Chelan Gorgewith consultants Bo Shelby and Doug Whittaker. The three of
usscrambled around in the Gorge observing three flows between 250 and 500 cfsthat June
day. Our purpose was to identify flows appropriate for the boating component of the
controlled flow study. The rapidslooked hard but runnable. | wasanxiousto put aboat on
thewater but respected Chelan PUD’s wishes that no one boat the Gorge until the liability
issues had been covered. It was on that June day that | suddenly became aware that the
Chelan Gorge was not simply another bypass channel where American Whitewater was
attempting to restore whitewater flows. The Chelan Gorge was more than just another >
whitewater run: the emerald green water turned white as it cascaded over steep drops y
collecting again into crystal clear pools contrasting sharply with the multicolored lichens
on the metamorphic rock of the Gorge walls. The water transformed the Gorge into a
whitewater cathedral.

Intheensuing year | worked closely with Chelan PUD and their consultants developing
awhitewater controlled flow study appropriate for the Chelan Gorge. Weselected threeflows
to be paddled over a three-day period; 275,350 and 450 cfs. During the study we actually a
boated 273,391and 475 cfsasmeasured by the USGS. Thestudy design required each boater 3
to completeasurvey questionnaire after each run to record the quality of the experience. At

American Whitewater v November e December 2000

Rick Williams in Entrance Exam.
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Bo Shelby running Throne Falls.

The paddling team checking out their next shuttle rig.

the completion o al three flowseach boater would complete a comparative survey form to
measure attributes of one flow against another. The data from these survey responsesis
presented graphicaly in Figure 1.

Ayear after visitingthe Gorge, my anxiety washighwhen | arrived in Chelan theday before
the controlled flow study. | questioned whether the spell of the Gorge the year before had
clouded my judgment. The team of boaters arriving for the flow study were excellent
paddlers. I'd selected eachindividual for several reasons: 1)1 knew each of them had excellent
Class V boating skills complemented with good judgment; 2) each had demonstrated safety
and rescue skills; 3) each of them would carry word about the Chelan Gorge back to their
respective paddling communities; and 4) most important these individuals would serve as
ambassadorsfor our sport with the community o Chelan and the PUD. | was unsure how

| wewould function asateam since some of the boaters had never met. | elected to burn off

some of my anxiety that evening by running down to the Gorge. My first glimpse from the
Canyon Rim reaffirmed my convictions from the previous year —the Chelan Gorge isa

1~ whitewater cathedral. | raced back along the road excited to share my enthusiasm. The

boaters were just arriving.
The Caravel Resort in Chelan was kind enough to provide the boaters three rooms

" overlooki ng the 55 milelake. The North Cascades form the backdrop asyou look up to this

spectacular lake. Wewere in heaven or | should say shock with the accommodations and

|~ treatment. Asl approached thefront desk theclerk handed meakey before any wordsescaped

from my mouth. No credit card, nosignature, nothing. | joked with the clerks pretending

| | receivethistreatment everywhere. Tomy surprise onedf the clerks asked, "Areyou pros?’

Caught off guard | started to laugh then corrected myself and responded " Absolutely!" People
have confused me with Wayne Gretzky on the street but never on theice. The sameistrue

| formy paddling. | just hoped thedesk clerk didn't know enough about paddling to recognize

| wasn't a pro.

When we arrived at the study orientation Saturday morning we found the six o us
outnumbered 5 to 1 with folks working on the flow study. A professional camera crew was
recordingyour every movewith four digital videocameras. Disrobing to put on paddlinggear
wasafutileaffair with al thefolks curiousabout all the kayak specific gear, shooting photos,
and recording your thoughts for newspaper stories. The sheriff flew in the rescue helicopter
expecting to transport our bodies later in the day. Of course we posed for pictures infront
of the helicopter.

Finally wewere able to get on thewater. Thefirst 2.5 milesislow gradient ClassIL. At
thelowest flow o 275 cfsthissection wasboney. Wewere pleasantly surprised by some Class
IV rapidstowarm up when the canyon walls cametogether forming the Gorge. Thefirst big
rapid was Entrance Exam. We scouted this drop carefully. A crew of folks including the
videographers hiked down daybreak canyon to meet usat Entrance Exam.

The boatersdiscussed the rapid, safety, and potential rescue scenarios. Britt Gentry gave
thethumbsupwhiletherest o ustook safety positionswith ropesand boats. Britt's linewas
clean if not eye opening as he plunged off the horseshoe-shaped falls cleanly and made the
remainder of the run look easy. One-by-onewe hiked up to our boatsto run therapid. The
group o boaterswasworkingasateamfar beyond my expectations. Sowell infact that when
| swam out of the hole now named Professor Gnarly at the bottom of Entrance Exam they had
me to shorein no time.

Ashort distance of ClassIV paddling brought usto Double
Slide, the next major rapid. Aswith Entrance Exam upstream.
the solid bedrock was excellent for scouting the rapid and
setting up safety. Theair temperature inthe Gorgewasin the
high 90s. Thewater temperature was 75 degreesallowing us
to paddleinshorties. Scrambling around on the bedrock dabs
to shoot photos and set uP safeté was nearly as much fun as
paddling. The Gorgefelt like a Caribbean adventure.

DoubleSlideoffered two routes: Asneak route on river |eft
that required squeezing your boat just left o arock guarding
entry into the chute or the more committing right chute
forcing you into asteep plunge and a powerful hydraulic. The
Class IV entry forced errors making somed us missthe snesk
routeonly to befunneled against ourwishesintotheright side
line. Thisright line took on several names during the three
days. | like "Chelam" the best because d the inevitable
consequences at the bottom.

Bdow Double Slide is an extraordinarily beautiful eight
footfalls. Theemerald green water spillsfrom the pool below
doubleslideinanarc d color before crashing into a powerful
hydraulic below. You can avoid the hydraulic by boofing df
thebedrock slab onriver [eft tolandin the pool below. Forrest
Hubler referred to thisas" Super Boof” after running it. The
“ name stuck.

American Whitewater v November e December 2000
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Ashort pool below Super Boof bringsyou tothe Class E—
V Throne Falls. This25foot falls can be scouted on the
river rightand left. Thefallsisslightly lessthanvertical.
Several rocks midway down the drop get your attention.
Weranthisright of centerwithleft, center and right bow
angles. A left bow angle points you at three large
bouldersin the pool below situated together to forma ¥ [~
Throne hencethe name. Throne Fallswas great to run Margiegd Ling
atflowsd 275 cfsand 390 cfs. At475cfswetook thisdrop 4 S,
more seriously largely because the recovery timeinthe \\t
p00| below was shortened. Maklng the doy on river s E———————— Minimum to navigate
right to portage Pinnacle became that much more im- i (mean & median) \
portant. Weall madethe eddy without any problemsbut ;|
most of us had to roll before paddling to the eddy.
We looked long and hard at pinnacle. Tracey ClappUnac;:emtgle, L. 1, EEEEEBIE s,
obligatorily tossed some logs into the current to judge 5 100 200 200 400 500 600 700
current velocities, angles, and spanking factor. Much of
theriver movesfrom left toright over twovertical drops.
Thewater slamsinto the undercut river right wall —notagood placeto be. Localshavespray Figure 1: Survey evaluations
painted the rocks above Pinnacle"Go Big or Go Home." None of uswere falsely inspired by o various flows, with median
thisslogan soweswallowed our prideand portaged thisrapid onriver right. The portagegave specifiedflow rangesfor twotypes
usan opportunity to display our teamwork passing boats over some ledgesto aseal launch. o boating opportunities (cour-
Ashort paddle acrossapool brought usto Boulder Sieve, amandatory portage. We madelight tesy Confluence Research and
work of this portage by having one member of the team pull usonto aslab of rock on river Consulting).
left and seal launch usinto the pool below.
Below Boulder Sieve thegradient eased presenting continuous Class|V paddling through
tight boulders. Therewereseveral play spotsinthissection. We called thearea upstream of
the bridge Extra Credit to compliment the initial ClassV drop, Entrance Exam. Thereisa
nasty and difficult-to-detect sievein thevery bottom end of the rapid below the old highway
bridge. We did a sneak around thison river right.
A crowd o reportersgreeted usat the take-out. Many onlookerswere shocked to see us
boaters embrace each other at the take-out. For usit wasa gesture of thanks, elation, and
most importantly a celebration of friendship made stronger through adventure. Staff from
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the Chelan PUD and citizens of Chelan recognized in admiration the strong
bond created by thisdescent d the Chelan Gorge. Fromthat point forward the
crowd recognized the immeasurable value of whitewater releases into the
Chelan Gorge. Through the act of paddling and the camaraderie, we demon-
strated why the Chelan Gorge is so important as a whitewater resource.

Safety and liability were chief concerns in this flow study. American
Whitewater worked closely with Chelan PUD and the Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission over atwo year period addressing both the safety and liability
concerns. American Whitewater feared that safety and liability concernswould
be used asascapegoat to prevent scheduledwhitewater releasesintothe Chelan
Gorge. The Federal Power Actrequiresthat the publicbe permitted unhindered
access to project lands except where project works present asafety hazard. The
Chelan Gorgeisnot part of the project works. Furthermore, the Chelan Gorge
ispart of the public trust. Assuch, the paddling community should have free
accesstotheGorge. Totheir credit, Chelan PUD recognized our right toaccess
the Gorge for paddling and worked hard to develop a mutually agreeable
scenario to allow the whitewater controlled flow study.

Chelan PUD was genuinely impressed with the boating ability o the flow
study participants but liability remainsoned their chief concerns. The utility
isconcerned that scheduled whitewater releaseswill attract boaters that lack
Class V skills. American Whitewater has attempted to relieve Chelan PUD's
anxiety by explaining that whitewater boating is self-regulating. As boaters
progressinskill they begin tackling moredifficult water. Commensuratewith
that skill development isan increasing awareness and knowledge of safety and
rescue techniques. Lastly, boaters inquireamongst friends and the paddling
community atlargetodetermineif they areready for aparticular river segment.
Thesefactorsweigh together, influencingan individual's judgment whether to
paddie a river such as the Chelan Gorge. It's likely that all boaters will be
required to signliability waiversto protect Chelan PUD. American Whitewater
will work with the Chelan PUD to develop these release forms.

Chelan PUD'ssafety concernsareprimarily driven by fear of liability. Chelan
isapublic utility district. Any lawsuits resulting from whitewater injuries or
death would affectall the ratepayers. Asa private landowner, Chelan PUD is
protected from liability suits under the state recreational use statute. Many
states have recreational use statutes (contact American Whitewater for lists of
states with rec. statutes). These statutes benefit both the landowner and the
public because they protect landownersfrom liability suits thus encouraging
landownersto allow the publicaccessfor recreation. Arecent caseinWashing-
tonhasraised concernsthat the hydro operatorsarenot protected by recreation
statutesif they manipulate flows creating an unnatural condition. American
Whitewater isworking with Chelan PUD to closethis|oophole inthe Washing-
ton recreational statute. American Whitewater has also offered to come to
Chelan PUD's defense if a whitewater boater files a suit against the utility
involvingaconditionfor which Chelan PUD was not negligent or did not create
alatent hazard in the Chelan Gorge.

The success of this whitewater controlled flow study is a reflection of the
high-quality individualsthat participated. The boaters (Rick Williams, Tracey
Clapp, Britt Gentry, Forrest Hublerand Bo Shelby) did atremendousjobonand
off thewater. Thesefolkswere trueambassadorsfor our sport. Chelan PUD for
all their reluctanceintheinitial stagesd thisrelicense process provided critical
support to makethisstudy asuccess. Oncethe PUD decided to do aflow study
they committed themselves 110 percent. Special thanks go out to Michele
Smith and Jeff Oshornfrom Chelan PUD. Theseindividuals devoted long hours
over the three day study and were very accommodating to the boaters needs.
Numerousother PUD staff were also on hand to make thisa positive outcome.
Bo Shelby and Doug Whittaker did an excellent job putting together a study
design all parties supported. Together, thisteam o people produced what is
sure to be one of the best whitewater controlled flow studies conducted in a
hydropower relicense.

I'll beworking closely with Chelan PUD developing an annual schedule of
whitewater releases for the new hydropower license.  That schedule will be
implemented sometime after 2004 whenthe new licenseisissued by the FERC.
In the meantime please do not paddie the Chelan Gorge. This may jeopardize
futurereleases. American Whitewater will besure toannounce theschedule of
releases when it issolidified. You can visit our website to see still photos and
video clips of the flow study at i i
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Key dropsand other features in Entrance Exam (courtesy Confluence Research and
Conaulting)

Mechanicsof a
Recreation Controlled
Flow Study

Recreation controlled flow studies are designed to
identify minimum acceptable and optimum water vol-
umesfor flow dependent recreation. Theactual method-
ology isdescribed on page40in a publication released by
the National Park Service Instream Flowsfor Recreation:
A Handbook on Concepts and Research Methods by
Whittaker et. d. The dam operator releases a predeter-
mined range of flowsselected by whitewater expertswith
site-specific knowledgein acontrolled fashion. Ateam of
boatersin avariety of watercraft paddle each flow. Upon
completion of each flow participants respond to a seriesof
survey questions designed to record the quality of the
experience at that flow. Once all the flows are paddled
participants complete a comparative survey form that
measures the whitewater attributes of one flow against
another. The data generated from participant responses
helps develop a flow preference curve identifying mini-
mum acceptable and optimum flows for each watercraft.
Typically, kayaks haveamuch larger rangeof flowsaccept-
ablefor agiven river segment than rafts. The data gener-
ated from awhitewater controlled flow study is specific to
the reach being paddled by participants. This data is not
applicable to other segments on the same river or other
rivers.

The controlled flow study isa critical componentina
hydropower relicense proceeding for boaters. This study
sets the stage for future whitewater flows. The study
enables the paddling community to identify specific vol-
umes that optimize whitewater recreation. Scheduled
whitewater releases may requireadutility togeneratewhen
power pricesarelow or, inthecasewhere powerhousesare
located some distance downstream from the dam, release
water intothe natural river channel thusforegoing power
generation altogether. Both scenarios incur financial
lossestothe utility and obviously they will try to low-ball
the volumes to reduce lost revenue. The flow study
documents the flows necessary for optimal whitewater
recreation. Furthermore, pinpointing theoptimum flows
helps maximize whitewater usethus helping to justify the
release.
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In 1986 Congress amended the Federal Power Act with the  River (CA),Chelan Gorge (Class V-WA), Cheoah River (ClassIV-NC),
Electric ConsumersProtection Act (ECPA). Thatact requiresthe  and the Waterbury hydropower project on the Little River (ClassII-
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to give"equal consider- ~ \W). American Whitewater is aready at work on flow studies
ation to non-power values" in hydropower licensing. Equal  scheduled for 2001. This important work is supported to a large
consideration does not equate to 50-50 split of the water but it  degree by monetary donations from our members. Your donation
does require mitigation of impactssuch aslost whitewater oppor-  can help restore whitewater to a river near you.
tunities.

American Whitewateris viewed
as the national expert in
whitewater controlled flow stud-
ies at hydropower facilities.
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T alesof t he Paddlesnake

Open Canoes & Kayakson ==
Class4 & 5 whitewater ;

Includes Top to Bottom Tours of:

Tallulah Gorge
&
LittleRiver Canyon

Alsoincludesrunson:
Johnnies Creek
"Teddy' Bear Creek
Wolf Creek
North Chickamauga
Cain Creek
Tellico River
Wildcat Creek
Conasauga River

Rapid names & river levels
aredisplayed on screen.

Whitewater Paddling Video Store

811-H Livingston Court $26.95 plus $3.00 S& H (US)

Marietta, GA 30067 PAL Version availablealso
770-422-0677

For this and other exciting videos, visit

WWW.WHITEWATERVIDEO.COM

Wealso carry videos from:
Bob Foote, Possum Creek, Falling Down, Kent Ford, & more to come!

NEW KayaK ueeerreennerressnnerressnnersesnnnens $900.00
Kayak Gear. cvvvvrsrasssrrsnnssssssnnsssssnnnns $1,200.00
Access fees, fines, & tickets

for Indecent EXPOSUIe ..cvevvvveinneernnnns $250.00
A warm, dry, hassle-free place

to get out of your wet Suit .......coveveens *Priceless??

*No...But AFFORDABLE at $98.00

Change in the "Boof” not in the buff!

To order call: (330)405-3306

Or visit US at

Boofgear@excite.com www.boofgear.net

BOOF
Gear ®

8870barrowRoad A Suite F106 - #311 A Twinsburg. OH 44087

ACCESSASSOCIATESLEND A BIG HAND
AMERICAN WHITEWATER INTRODUCESA
MONTHLY GIVING PROGRAM

American Whitewater invites its members
and friends to consider a new way of
supporting its programs. Beginning in
December 2000, the organization will
begin a monthly giving club - the Access
Associates.

By joining the AccessAssociates and
becoming a monthly donor, you can play
avital rolein ensuring that American
Whitewater has the resources it needs,
when it needs them, for dl o its ongoing
efforts. With a regular monthly gift via
credit card or electronic fundstransfer,
you'll also help us move quickly when a
threat to one of your favorite rivers arises
unexpectedly.

Asan Access Associate, you'll be able
to take pride in helping American
Whitewater maintain the foundation
of itswork to preserve and restore
whitewater paddling opportunities
across the country.

Becoming an AccessAssociate is
simple and only involves a one-time
registration process. American
Whitewater will take care o the rest.
For more information about this, and
other methods of planned giving,
please contact Nancy Galloway toll
free at (866) BOAT4AW.

American Whitewater

November  December 2000



SAtlement Reachad
for Rok Cresk-
Crega Hydropowe
Project

North Fork Feather River,
California

Finaly a brighter outlook for whitewater flows on Californias
North Fork Feather River after years o conflict and disagreement in
the relicensing of Pacific Gas and Electric's (PG&E) Rock Creek-
Cresta hydropower project. American Whitewater, in concert with
other recreational and environmental groups as well as state and
federal resource agencies reached asettlement agreement with PG&E
dictating future operations of the Rock Creek-Cresta Hydroelectric
Projectfor the next 30 years. Theagreement strikesabal ance between
continued hydropower generation and ecological and recreational
restoration of the North Fork Feather River. For paddlers the
agreement locksin an annual schedule of whitewater releases, accu-
rate flow information accessible viaatoll free phoneand the Internet,
and access improvements.

The Rock Creek-Cresta Project isa privately owned hydroelectric
facility regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC). FERC grants private utilities 30 to 50 year licenses. In
essence, a hydropower license is a temporary permit. Roughly six
years prior to license expiration, the utility initiates the relicense
process to secure a new license. The relicense process, through the
input of state and federal agencies and the public, is intended to
evaluate project operations and establish specific conditions in the
next license term for resource protection, mitigation, and enhance-
ment. Intheory, relicensing isa renewed investigation to determine
if aproject should continueto operateonapublic river and, if so, what
conditions are necessary to protect the river, mitigate project im-
pacts, and enhance the river resource. In reality, a new license is
rubber stamped with operating conditions nearly identical to the

i ha © —_—
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T devasered Norih Fork Faather River below Cresta Dam

previous license unless the public gets involved identifying resource
jz:.08 and appropriate studies in the relicense process. American
Whitewater, recognizing the outstanding whitewater resources on
1he Morth Fork Feather River dewatered by project operations, stepped
in 1 fill that role in the Rock Creek-Cresta relicense.

i'he North Fork Feather River is a tremendous whitewater re-
source. According to John Gangemi, Conservation Director for
‘imerican Whitewater, "The North Fork Feather River could havebeen
e of thetopfivewhitewater destinationsin thecountry if PG&E had
not diverted al the water from the river. The North Fork offers
haating opportunities from Class III to V in an outstanding aesthetic
hackdrop of pinesand sierragranite. Thissettlement givesthe public
il npportunity to paddle the North Fork again.”

I'he Rock Creek-Cresta project consists of two damsthat dewater
Lwe separate reaches of the North Fork Feather. Under the previous
licerse, Rock Creek dam diverted all but 100 cfsfrom a9 mile river
sepmlent that contains two distinctly different whitewater runs: The
four mile Class B Rock Creek run and the five mile Class IV-V Tobin
run. Under the previous license, Cresta Dam diverted all but 50 cfs
from the five mile Class IV Cresta run. In June 1999, American
LWwhitewater volunteers conducted a recreation controlled flow study
i identify optimum whitewater flowsfor thethree runsdewatered by
the Rock Creek-Cresta hydropower project. The results from the
recreation controlled flow study formed the foundation for negotiat-
ini an annual schedule of releases in the new license.

American Whitewater v November « December 2000
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Restored: Paddlers boating a whitewater release on the North Fork Feather River.

The agreement callsfor whitewater rel eases on consecutiveweek-
end days in both the Rock Creek and Cresta reaches June through
October. Inthefirst three years, whitewater flowswill be released on
thefirst weekend of each month June through October for atotal of
ten daysannually. After three years, the number of whitewater days
can increase annually based on the number of boatersusingtheriver
inthe previousyear. Boaterswill becounted during each release. Use
numbers exceeding preestablished quotas will result in additional
weekend days for the respective months June through October.
Whitewater releases could eventually increase to 38 days annually.
Thesettlement agreement al so providesfundsfor development of four
river access sites on both reaches, aswell as, real time flow informa-
tion accessible viathe internet and a toll free phone.

The Rock Creek-Cresta project is sandwiched between PG&E’s
upstream and downstream hydropower facilities, the Upper North
Fork Feather hydro project and Poe hydro project respectively. The
Poeand Upper North Fork Feather hydropower projects have recently

started the relicensing process. These two projects contain 4 reser-
voirs, 4 dewatered river channel s, and 4 powerhouses collectively. In
May 2000, American Whitewater volunteers participated in a con-
trolled flow study to identify optimumwhitewater flowsfor theeight
mile Poe reach which containsa4.5 mile Class|V-Vsectionanda3.5
mile Class H section. In September 2000, American Whitewater
volunteers participated in a controlled flow study to identify opti-
mum whitewater for the reachesdewatered by the Upper North Fork
hydropower project. Inthe coming year, American Whitewater will
work with PG&E developing a watershed-based annual whitewater
flowscheduleinwhich onereleasewill occur every weekend day June
through October. This release will alternate between reacheswith
preference given to those reaches that demonstrate the greatest
demand from the paddling community.

"Releases into the Rock Creek and Cresta reaches coupled with
rel easesat upstreamand downstream hydropower projectswill make
the North Fork Feather River a premier whitewater destination,"

American Whitewater v November » December 2000
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according to Kevin Lewis, a
member of  American
Whitewater's Board of Direc-
tors persondly involved in the
relicensing processes on the
North Fork Feather.

Dave Steindorf, local pad-
dler and American Whitewater
Regional Coordinator, is de-
lightedwiththefuture paddling
prospects on the North Fork
Feather, "When it comes to
water in Californiariversweve
aways said that ‘PG&E giveth
and PG&E taketh away.” Well
American Whitewater just

In total, the North Fork
Feather River has six separate
Class II, IV and V whitewater
runs encompassing 50 river
miles. Surely a paddling mecca
worth placing onany destination
paddling vacation (See American
Whitewater Mareh/Aprit 1997 is-
sue). Unfortunately each of these

pushed PG&E to giveth an an-
nual schedule of whitewater runs rarely contains sufficient
releases.” water for paddlingduetoPG&E'’s

For moreinformation about
the Rock Creek-Cresta Settle-
ment or to inquire about the
other hydropower relicensings
ontheNorthFork Feather River
contact John Gangemi, 406-
837-3155, e-mail:

hydropower projects on the
North Fork Feather River total-
ing 6 dams and 7 powerhouses.
Years ago, PG&E engineered a
series of reservoirs, pipes, and
powerhouses diverting water
from virtually every mile df this
50 milelong river canyon. Under
thecurrent operating regimefor

North Fork Feather—

JusAdd

Water!

these hydropower projects,
whitewater isavailable only dur-
ing extremely wet storms, when
flows exceed the capacity of
PG&E’s 12 foot diameter pipes
andreservoir storage. TheSettle-
ment Agreement for the Rock
Creek-Cresta Project brings a
predictable annual schedule of
releases. American Whitewater
is currently negotiating an an-
nual schedule of releaseson hy-
dro projectsupstreamand down-
stream of the Rock Creek and
Cresta reaches.  These annual
schedules will compliment the
current settlement providing
whitewater on the North Fork
Feather on any given summer
weekend.

American Whitewater's Con-
servation Program isactively en-
gaged throughout the country
restoring whitewater to rivers de-
watered by hydropower projects.
American Whitewater becamein-
volved in the Rock Creek-Cresta
relicensein 1994. The hydro li-
cense for the Rock Creek-Cresta
project actually expired in 1982
but continued to operate on an-
nua licenses under the old li-
cense conditions. In 1998, frus-
trated with the lack of progress
and continued impacts to the
North Fork Feather, American
Whitewater in concert with the
California Hydropower Reform
Coalition and member groups
pressed PG&E toenter into settle-
ment negotiations. After nearly
threeyearsd innumerabl e meet-
ings the parties reached settle-
ment. Thisisahuge successfor
whitewater paddling in Califor-
niaand overall restoration o the
North Fork Feather River.

Higoric Hydropower Rdicenang
Satlement Agreement

Mokdumne River, California

On Friday, July 21,2000, American Whitewater along with other
recreation groups, environmental organizations, state and federal
resource agencies and Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) signed a
settlement agreement setting conditionson PG&E’s operation of the
Mokelumne River hydropower project for the next 30 years. The
settlement isthe by-product of ayearlong collaborative effort. The
agreement balances restoration of whitewater opportunities and
riverine ecological processes with continued hydropower genera-
tion.

The M okelumne River hydropower project extendsfrom the Blue
LakesareaintheSierraNevadaal pine terraintothe Highway 49 area
in the Foothills. The project contains atotal of sixteen diversions
with three of theselocated on the mainstem along thislongitudinal
gradient. Diverting water out of the Mokelumne haslimited boating
opportunitieson multiplewhitewater runs: Thefourteen mileClass
IV-V Salt Springs run below Salt Springs Reservoir, the three mile
ClassIV Tiger Creek run below Tiger Creek diversion, thethreemile
Class 111 PonderosaWay run, and thethree mile (soonto besix) Class
ITElectraRun (SeeHolbekand Stanley's Guidetothe Best Whitewater
intheState o California, 2™ edition, pages 138-140). Additional yet
more obscure runs do exist on this stretch of the Mokelumne.
Scheduled releases from the respective diversions will restore pad-
dling opportunitiesto these runsaswell.

"Establishingan annual schedule of whitewater releaseshasbeen
a high priority for us," said John Gangemi, American Whitewater
Conservation Director. "The Mokelumne River appeals to a wide
range o paddlers offering Class I to ClassV paddling opportunities
including roadside as well as pristine wilderness experiences. We
worked long and hard with PG&E and other stakeholderstoreacha

mutually agreeable outcome.”

Long and hard is an understatement: The Mokelumne hydro-

power project license expired in 1972. For avariety of reasonsanew
licensewas not issued so PG&E continued to operate the project on
annual licenses granted from the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission. American Whitewater has been actively engaged in estab-
lishing whitewater flowson the Mokelumne since 1992.

The Settlement Agreement establishes an annual schedule of
releases for the four whitewater runs affected by the project diver-
sions. The agreement also establishes internet and toll free phone
accessiblestreamflow information aswell asimprovements toaccess
points. The whitewater component includes an adaptive manage-
ment program that adjusts recreation streamflow volumes and the
frequency of annual releases based on actual use.

In addition to the whitewater components, the settlement in-
cludes the following provisions:

N Establishes a number of conditions for project operation,
including year-round minimum streamflows, to protect, mitigate,
and enhance fish, wildlife and streamside habitat.

o Requires the breaching of existing diversion damson East
and West Panther Creeksand Beaver Creek, restoring the creeks to
natural, unimpaired flow.

J Limitscertain power-generating and maintenance activi-
ties, aswell asthe rate of changein generation-affected river levels,
to protect aquatic resources and avoid adverse environmental im-
pacts.

o Sets specific requirements for water temperature and dis-
solved oxygen to protect fish and other aquatic life.

U Establishes an Ecological Resources Committee compris-

American Whitewater _v November ¢ December 2000
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Management, U.S Fish and Wildlife Service, and the U.S Forest
Service.

For moreinformation, contact American Whitewater at 406-837-
3155. American Whitewaterwill post theflow phoneand URL for flow
information and schedule of annual releases on their website
<americanwhitewater.org> when it is available.

ing the licensee, resource agencies, and non-governmental organi-
zations to make resource decisions over the term o the license.

In addition to American Whitewater, settlement signatories in-
clude PG&E, Cadlifornia Department of Boating and Waterways,
California Department of Fish and Game, Foothill Conservancy,
Friends d the River, Natural Heritage Institute, U.S. Bureau of Land

Whitewater Rdeasssfar
Washington's Nisqually River

Tacoma Public Utilities has sel ected the dates for the Novem-
ber and December whitewater releasesonWashington's Nisqually
River. Thisyear Tacomarequiresthat boaterscall toconfirmtheir
attendance at a respective release date. In 1999, no boaters
showed up for one of the release days. Reservations need to be
made at least three days prior to release date. Releases are
contingent on two or more paddlers makinga reservation. If you
make areservation then you must show up otherwiseyou jeopar-
dizereleasesinthefuture. You canalwayscancel attheput-in due
toweather or other factorsbut you must physically show uptothe
put-in.

Reservation information required from
the paddler will be:

*Name

*Telephone number
Contact person

*Release date desired
*Number of people in party

Reservation phone number: 253-396-
3028 (in effect October 1,2000)

2000 Release Schedule (contingent on reserva
tions):

*November 18,800 cfs of water will be reeased
*November 19,800 cfs of water will bereeased
eDecember 2,800 cfsof water will berdeased
eDecember 3,800 cfsof water will berdeased

For thoseinterested inadescription of thisrun and theinitial
1998 releases refer back to your January 1999 issue of American
Whitewater or check the website at
<www.americanwhitewater.org>.

Background on Nisqually Whitewater
Releases

The releases are the outcome of a six year hydropower
relicensing effort by American Whitewater to get an annual
schedule of whitewater releases in the bypass channel for
Washington's La Grande Canyon, a 1.7 mile spectacular Class IV
and V river with its headwaters located on Mount Rainier. Prior
to this license condition, and except for dam maintenance and
flood conditions, the LaGrande Canyon had been dewatered since
1912, theyear the dam was built.

Due to concerns over access and a preconceived lack of
demand for this whitewater resource, the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) required an initial three year
monitoringstudy inthis30 year license. Futurereleaseshinge
on adequate attendance and safety. Boaters are asked to com-
plete a short evaluation form after each run. Results of the
evaluation form are the basis for reports submitted to FERC.
Based on the recommendationsin thefinal report, FERC will
issue adecision regarding whitewater releasesfor the remain-
ing 27 yearsin the project license.

While short, this section of river runs through the spec-
tacular 300-foot deep LaGrande Canyon, which is in some
places no morethan 20 foot wide. It offersadvanced to expert
whitewater rapidssuchas"Triple Slide,""Hammer Slammer,"
"X-Falls,""Boof and Boogie" and one df the best rodeo holesin
Washington state.

L essons Learned From

1998 Releases
Punctuality:

An early start is imperative particularly given
the unavoidable delays descending intothe canyon.
Registration isat 8:00 AM.

Logigics

Designateateam|leader foreach paddlinggroup.
Thisindividual should be skilled with rigging boats
forabelayed descent. Ideally, paddlingteamswould
contain members capable of rigging and belaying
boats. If you have questions about rigging boatsfor
the lower ask for assistance from someone in the
know. Additional volunteers dedicated to belaying
boats into the canyon would greatly accelerate the
descent.

Equipment per paddler:

mandatory —throwbags, twowebbing slings, 2-
3 carabiners preferably locking. Assumethisisan
inaccessiblecanyon (becauseitis)therefore boaters
must be prepared for self-rescue. Equipment nec-
essary for self-rescue includes but is not limited to
the following items; breakdown paddle, repair kit,
first aid kit, bivvy kit, and extrafood.

American Whitewater v November ® December 2000
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by Chris Bell

The Cheoah River Is located im the exireme souibwestern cormer
ol MO near Rohbinsville. 1t s about 1.5 howrs from KEnossedle, TH and
Hhoors fromAshevitbe - Normatiy the mime=mite sectiom between the
Sanfeellah Darm as bypa sewpd and dry. Howewer, as part of 2 multi-day

relicensing profect, four whitewater low tests wene comdiu uly
12.14. | r&m ik &b all four flows and at three of thiem il swasa b We
puat-1m 3 » sbore about six mdbes upstream of the Tapoco Lodgs

eesee's Calderwood Resereodr
wsteady-gradient with-an-orerage 2
18 that with the exception of 2 or 1 hall

and Eoso¥ oul on the Liklle Tenmn

The Clvenal s am ommst
higtle unader LM pr. Thas mees
mille-or-50 sections, the river is unusually contimeous, more 50 than

anything else walth & simlar wolume or waler in thie Southeast, Sorms

I

were calling il “warm western-style paddlin
i

Fare-about-agrade-different A difesdty—with-the - tep-airmitar o
difficulty 1o the Deoee. The risks are greater, however. as much ol the
channel i heavily lined with trees and brush, giving the rum a natur
akin (o paddling during a flond. The main technical challenge is
nresented by the (requent series af offset holes. Because of the |

and hrush, it B ol 3 good place to paddle if you don’t have a rock solid

A8 (vt ol shout 1,000 efs or under. the top 273rd's and kewer |

'ees

roit anad the abality te resd water wekl on the fly (hanbk soouting winihd

rinning davm the Ceoah ik he funl
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Thelower 1/3 isbetter defined, with anumber of classicdrops. My
favoriteswere the sequence of four dropswith thebiggest single drop
on the river (aledge about 8 feet high) being the third and the drop
beginning at the bridgedownstream of the Tapoco Lodge. Therewere
many, many waves to surf and a number o very playable holes,
including two freestylesites: oneat Tapoco Lodge and oneat the end
of the drop beginning at the bridge downstream o the Lodge.

At the highest level we paddied (1,130 cfs), the top and bottom
sections were much closer in difficulty as the offset holes were
beginning togetsticky. Thebottomdidn't change much,sotheresult
wasarunthat wasalot morefun but notany scarier (assumingstrong
Class IV skills, and keeping in mind that the Ocoee only requires
strong Class 11 skills). If moredf thetreesand brush were removed,
the upper run would almost certainly get easier at every level:
paddlerswouldn't beforced to runthrough themeat o the holesand
the entrapment danger would be lower.

Thisis definitely ariver to run if you have the chance! Unfortu-
nately, it may be three years, if ever, before regularly scheduled
rel eases begin. However, as part of the relicensing process, the USGS
hasinstalled two on-line gauges. Thiswill make it possibleto catch
one of theinfrequent unscheduled releases that occur after particu-
larly heavy storms. The gauge | paid most attention to islocated at
Bearpen Gap, just downstream df the bridge dividing the upper and
lower sections of theriver. Itsnameand URL are Cheoah River near
Bearpen Gap near Tapoco, NC — http://wwwnc.usgs.gov/rt-cgi/
gen_stn_pg?station=0351706800

2

Rod Baird, one o the prime movers behind the test, has donea

good job summarizing the flows:

*Flow #1- 950 CFS = 4.50 feet on the Bearpen Gap gauge - bony
for rafts, quality river running for hard boats.

*Flow #2 - 670 CFS = 4,15 feet - unacceptable for rafts; undesirable
for hard boats.

*Flow #3 - TT30 CFS=4.70feet - thrillingfor rafts, uniquefor hard
boats. Reminiscent of the Upper Gauley interms of push.

*Flow #4 - 1010 CFS = 4.55 feet - excellent for rafts, high quality
for hard boats.

There are reports of it being run at 3,000 cfsand higher.

What can you do to hep make
scheduled rdeasesaredlity?

1. KEEP UP COMMUNICATIONON RUNSTHAT
ARE MADE.

If you find an opportunity to run the Cheoah when the dam spills
after an intense rain, e-mail the level and your impressions to John
Gangemi at American Whitewater. John is leading the negotiations
on the releases and needs your input. The more folkswho haverun
thisriver and thegreater the number of levelsat which they haverun
it the better! John's address is jgangemi @digisys.net. You should
also be able to link to his address from the AW website: http:./
www.americanwhitewater.org .

2. JOINAT LEAST ONE OF THE ORGANIZA-
TIONSWORKING FOR RELEASES.

The greater the number of people inan organization, the greater
its negotiating power. Being able to say, "I represent 250 people”
rather than 200 makes a big difference because the " powers that be"
know most people arenot"joiners" and frequently increase member-
ship numbers by afactor of 10 (or more!) to get an idea d the true
interest.

Boater feeling the Cheoah's push.

Groups involved in the Cheoah Alliance, working together on
this relicensing project include: American Whitewater, Trout Un-
limited, Tennessee Clean Water Network, Western North Carolina
Alliance, ChotaCanoe Club, Western Carolina Paddlers, Sierra Club
(WENOCA Chapter).

3. BECOME BETTER INFORMED

Keep current with the vroject status by visiting the Tapoco
Project citizen's Resource Page:

http://www.tcwn.org/tapoco/. This is a great resource: do your
part to ensure future releases!

2006: JugAround the Carne

Planning ahead for the 2006 paddling season? Add the Cheoah as
a'must do' run.

Why?

At the levels preferred by rafters and boaters, the Cheoah will
offer intermediates and advanced paddlers plenty ofwarm-up, plenty
d play, and plenty of options for a Class III-IV technical challenge.
It will be a step up in difficulty and 'push’ from neighboring,
regularly released whitewater on the Nantahala, Ocoee, and Pigeon,
and morewidely appealing than the Narrows o the Green. Accom-
modationsinclude camping nearby and truly civilized hospitality at
theTavoco Lodge, located near theend of therun at 'Vacation Wave!
an awesome surf. (In addition to thedramadf the Big’'uns Rapidsat
the beginning of the Lower Section, another notable feature is a
perfect holefor freestylethrowing, at theend of abusy boogie, below
the Lodge).

Pending the result of work that will determine the release
schedule, the Cheoah will be a stellar local run for paddlers in
Knoxville and Asheville, a convenient weekend trip for most pad-
dlers in the Southeast, and a terrific addition to the ‘agenda’ for
paddlers on tour of the Southeast.

American Whitewater v November  December 2000
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The Other Players

As we have found in each completed and ongoing relicensing
effort, it iscritical to understand the disposition of the community
thatwill beinvolved intheeffect of recreational releases. Residents
of Graham County and the town of Robbinsville (particularly,
homeowners on Santeetlah Lake) are important constituents, and
aresupportive of the prospect of increasing recreational opportuni-
ties on the Cheoah— private boating, commercial outfitting, and
fishing.

Tapoco, theU.S. Forest Service, North Carolina Division of Water
Quality, potential (permitted) outfitters and the Graham County
community areworking with American Whitewater and the Cheoah
Alliance to develop the best overall implementation plan for recre-
ational releases, both for boating and angling. Well beworking to
determine the season for releases, the number of release days per
year, and thevolume o the flow(s) during releases.

Help Redore
Rockin’ Wate

Since you have some time between now and when you need
to load boatsand pack your cooler for aweekend on the Cheoah
in NC or dipping your blade in the Caribbean-like water of the
Chelan in WA, plan to be part of the restoration successon these
rivers. American Whitewater will continue to provide expert
guidance and organizational leadership to secure recreational
releases on these and many other hydropower relicensings
across the country. One would expect whitewater wherever
thereisgradientinariver channel but hydro engineers havean
eyefor the same riversthat bring smilesto our faces. American
Whitewater has the expertise to get that water back in the river
soyou can smile but we need your help. Look for and respondto
actionalertswith an e-mail message, snail-mail letter, or phone
call. Thestaff and regional activists send important alertstothe
whitewater community encouraging you to exerciseyour river

advocacy.

You can help the Cheoah, Chelan and other relicensing
effortsby becomingamember of American Whitewater. Wehave
a lean, super staff of skilled professionals that work hard to
restore and protect whitewater runs throughout the country.
We cannot achieve successful outcomeswithout your member-
ship and support. Below isashort listof someof the other rivers
where American Whitewater isactively pursuing or hasalready
obtained whitewater releases through the dam licensing pro-
cess. Note also that relicensing work continuesafter the license
issigned and releases begin.

Chelan
Nisqually
Kennebec
Deerfield
Housatonic
North Fork Feather
Nantahala
Tuckaseegee
TaATUIN ...t ere s rercarees

REFRAETFTES

Vigt thenew American Whitewater
website, americanwhitewater.org,
wherewewill post the national list of
hydropower projectsimpacting
whitewater! Sign up on the website to
help usrestorewhitewater to these dry
riverbeds. Collectively, paddlerscan
makeadifference. Each of you have
valued Kills, interedts, and energy to
help us protect and restorewhitewater,
and we hope to hear from you!

American Whitewater v November ¢ December 2000
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Jason Robertson,
AccessDirector,
contemplates

" Fee Demo"
along ldaho's
Main Payette
River.

Snake River Fund Charting a New Course (WY)

By: JJ Hannah, Snake River Fund Intern

Editor's Note: American Whitewater threw a fundraiser for the Snake River in July 2000. More than 100
people helped us raise $1,100 from the private boating community for the river. Jackson Hole Kayak and
Canoe, Rendezvous River Sports, Aaron Pruzan, Brooks Holmes, Katsey Long, JJ Hannah, Wes, and River
Manager Dave Cernicek deserve a huge pat on the back for all their help!

SNAKE RIVER, BRIDGER-TETONNATIONAL FOREST, JACKSON, WY- New funding techniqueshave
brought positive changes on the Snake River near Jackson, Wyoming. Thisis one of the most popular
sections o river in the country. With a decreased budget, aging facilities, and increased demands,
mandatory fee-collection appeared to be the only solution for funding river management. However, the
river community did not want to see this happen and the Forest Service has taken a different approach.

Fishermen, rafters, kayakers, outfitters, local governments, and other stakeholders worked together
with the Forest Servicetocreateonedf the most unique river funding programsinthecountry; the Snake
River Fund. Now, needsare being meet and projectsare being accomplished through acommunity driven
program and voluntary donations.

In1998the Forest Service entered a partnershipwith the Community Foundation o Jackson Holeto
co-managethisnew donation program. Theprogram raisesmoney to preservetheriver corridor, maintain
facilities, and provide river accessto the public. Funding has comefrom numeroussources. Commercial
rafters have covered themajority of thedonations over thefirst twoyears, though they only make up about
70%d river visitors. Now, the private boating community needs to show support in order for thefundto
survive. If they don't, the outfitterscould back out and the program could collapse.

Over thelastyear, private boaters havelearned moreabout theimportanced the Fund, through specia
events. American Whitewater helped support the Fund by sponsoring aspecial screening of the National
Paddling Film Festival. The Utah Whitewater Club hasvolunteered time and built a new take-out, aswell
as helping with promotions on a web page. Notably, donations go directly into the river program and
provide funding for proposed projects. The Snake River Fund is using these donations to provide clean
restrooms, trash and recycling services, maintenance of boat ramps and trails, repaving of parking lots,
a permanent drinking water system, larger changing rooms, and swift water rescue training for river
rangers. These projectswere requested by the public and made possiblethrough their contributions. This
community involvement is part of what makes the Snake River Fund so unique.

Managing thisstretch of river in this unique way offers many advantagesto the river users. The most
obvious is that river users are not required to pay fees for accessing the river. Instead visitors are
encouraged to volunteer time, opinions, and money to help improve and maintain thisspecial resource.
This unique partnership between the Forest Service and the public may prove to beafuture trend for
funding public lands and a viable alternative to Fee Demo.

American Whitewater v November ¢ December 2000
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Wilson Creek Declared Wild and Scenic (NC)

By Jason Robertson On August T8™, 2000 President Clinton signed House Bill 1749 designating a 2.9 mile segment of
Wilson Creek from itsheadwatersbelow Calloway Peak tothe confluenceof Little Wilson Creek asascenic
river, the 4.6 milesegment from Little Wilson Creek to the confluence of Crusher Branch asawild river,
andthe 15.8 mile segment from Crusher Branch to the confluence of JohnsRiver, asarecreational river.
Wilson Creek, whichdrainsoff North Carolina's Grandfather Mountain, has been featured in acouple of
videos. Itisachallenging ClassIlI-Vwhitewater run,and an excellent trout stream. American Whitewater
worked behind the scenes on this bill to obtain the administration's support.

Boaters and Fishermen Win: Lehigh River is Navigable! [PA)

By Jason Robertson The Lehigh River isa navigable waterway and therefore open to the public. Therewill be nofurther
appeals on theruling. In August, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court declined to hear an appeal of Judge
Ann Lokuta'searlier ruling in 1999 that the Lehigh River was navigable and open to the public. Lokuta
heard the caselast year when the Lehigh FallsFishing Clubappealed a1995 decision from District Justice
Bernard Hendrzak, who also declared the river navigable.

The dispute arose in 1995, when alocal fishermen named Andrejewski fished on the club's posted
property despite" nofishing" signsandwas charged with defiant trespass. The privatefishing clubargued
that their property deed crossed theriver, and that the streambed and banks of the river were privateand
trespassers should be prosecuted. However, the Lehigh’s navigability was decided at | east threetimesin
the19* century, and thecourt waspresented with historical research provingthat the Lehigh River had
been used for commerce in colonia America. The court affirmed that once ariver has been declared
navigable it remains navigable.

Salt River Management Plan Delayed (AZ)

By Jason Robertson In 1998, American Whitewater wrote commentson proposed changesto the management plan onthe
Upper Salt River Canyon. American Whitewater raised concerns about 1) proposed changes in public
accessibility, 2) thenegative portrayal of publicboatersinthe publicdocument, and 3)theneedfor public
scoping meetings on the proposed changes. We also expressed our disbelief at the prejudicial and
pejorative tone o the draft planning documents against private boaters.

In July 2000, we received a response from the Tonto National Forest stating that "review d the plan
ended with direction from the Forest Supervisor's officeto defer recommendations for proposed actions
until more datacould be collected with regard to impactsto natural resources and user experience. Data
collection has been further delayed dueto lack o funding."

I'n other words we won our fight to prevent additional restrictions on private boaters. However, the
fact that this little skirmish occurred highlights the need for better communication between river
management planning teams, visitors, and advocacy groupssuch asAmerican Whitewater. Also, thefact
that planning has been purportedly halted due to inadequate fundingis hardly worth crowing about. As
aresult, American Whitewater will continue to advocate for better funding for the Forest Service and
improving communication with river managers around the country.

Arkansas River Plan Revisions Coming Down the Pipe (GO)

By Jason Robertson As the Journal was headed to press, we learned about public meetings on the Arkansas Headwaters
Recreation Area (AHRA)Management Plan Revision. The meetings occurred in early October. However,
it's not too late for you to review the AHRA Management Plan Revision Proposal and to express any
concernsyou may have regarding changes that will affect the management o the river for the next 10

ears.
Y Specifically, you may want toaddressthe proposal todoublethe numbersof commercial boatsallowed
in the Numbers Section (from 30 to 60 per day) and the Royal Gorge section (from150 to 225 boats per
day) of theArkansas River. Thereisa soaproposal toincreasethenumber of private boatsallowed inthe
Brown's Canyon section.
For more information, contact the AHRA officeat 719-539-289. Comments must be submitted in
writing to the AHRA office at Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area, PO Box 126, Salida, CO 81201.

Former American Whitewater President and current Regional Coordinator Ric Alesch is preparing
American Whitewater's position on the proposal.
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T I R R R R R R R R T R R R R R R R R R R R R RO R R RO RN RN R R RO R RN RN YRR R RN EERRRRRRRERRRNR

Death Trap Being Built on Upper Sacramento (CA)

By Jason Robertson ~ It'soned my worst nightmares. Imagine plastering into a massive spider web strainer made of steel
girders...withlittle possibility of escape. Inthiscaselifeisstranger thanfiction and railroad construction
on the Upper Sacramento Box Canyon has raised this nightmare to life.

Theconstruction d alatticebridge piling in the Sacramento River createsagiantsievethat isdifficult
to avoid and, when completed, will strain flotsam and jetsam... and possibly boaters. The new piling is
upstream o the old Cantera Bridge piling, and existing railroad tracks.

American Whitewater has notified the railroad company, BLM, and state officials of the safety
problems with the bridge construction and also raised numerous legal concerns about the licensing
process, liability, andcompliancewithstate navigabilityandtransportation laws. SeeAmerican Whitewater's
letter on our website at www.americanwhitewater.org/access/ for more information.

Volunteer Uses Common Sense and Helps Open Access
on Laurel Hill Greek (PA)

Photographs and Article by John Maxwell

Editor's Note: After runnin Laurel Hill Creek isnotastream that isintensively paddled by hardboaters. It is pretty in places, but
Laurel Hill Creek in Western g thewhitewater isgenerally ClassIII or easier. Thosewho do paddlethestream are often moreinterested
s ; in observing the streamside floraand faunaand thethree covered bridgesthat span the creek. Thereare
Pennsylvania in Spring 2000, two notable whitewater stretches: one stretch is about two miles downstream of Laurel Hill State Park

John Maxwell ran into an access  pere the covered bridge at Barronvale, and the second is downstream of the cottagesat Whipkey Dam,
situation and solved it. This is near Metzler.

his story. Onarecent excursion, | put onin Laurel Hill State Park. Thispark islocated in the headwatersd the

creek, and providesan ideal put-on if youwishto campfurther downstream on stateforest land, or paddie

Whitewater section of Laurel Hill 17-miles inaday. After| took off and returnedtothepark toget thebicyclel shuttledwith, | wasinformed

Creek at low water. _that it was illegal to access Laurel Hill Creek with a boat from park property either upstream or
; e = downstream o Laurel Hill Lake.

: | looked up Bob Hufmann, the park operations manager, and asked him to explain the situation. He

said the prohibition was in place because large numbers o trout fishermen usestretches o Laurel Hill
Creek within thestate park both above and below the lake. Heworried that rafters and tubers who float
on thelakein significant numbers in warmer months might follow the example d hardboaters who put
on the creek. Under his reasoning this could theoretically result in atidal wave o rafters and tubers
leaving the confines of the lake to float the other stretches and create conflictswith the fishermen.

Barmomake Exidge, one o e scemic Coversd beidges Dhal span Launsd Hill Cresk
5

e, :
St 2
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4 foot drop on Laurel Hill Creek at In comparison to access concerns elsewhere in the country, the situation at Laurel Hill State Park is
low water not of crucial importance to seriouswhitewater boaters. Not many people boat the stream to begin with.
Furthermore, there are plenty of public highways that cross Laurel Hill Creek in various places. Still, it
is desirable for public land management agencies, as a rule, to provide at least some form of access to

hardboaters.

| proposed to Mr. Hufmann that hardboatersbe permitted to access Laurel Hill Creek from thebottom
of thepark's main picnicarea, at thedownstream end o the park. Thisrequiresa200-yard carry, butavoids
conflictwith most of thetrout fishermen and avoids giving laketubersand rafters theidead floating the
creek.

Mr. Hufmann accepted this access suggestion, and hasaccordingly revised the park's policy to allow
hardboatersaccesstothe creek fromthe picnicarea. Mr. Huf mann alsosuggested that boaterscould park
onTriple Creek AcresRoad and accessthecreek from the bridge. He even offered to bulldoze extraparking
there for hardboaters if there was sufficient demand.

BLM May Improve Access on South Fork American (CA)

By Mike Bean

Mike Bean surfing on Maya. John Grossman boofs off the left side of "Gunsight" a rock in the middle of
Photo by Craig Sanders the Troublemaker rapid on the SF American River, August 99.
Photo by Craig Sanders

InAugust, the Federal Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Field Officein Folsom, California started
aseriesd public meetingstoformulatean updated management plan for BLM landson or near the South
Fork o the American River in Western El Dorado County.

BLM is updating its management plan through a community-based planning process rather than
through the conventional process under the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 and
National Environmental Quality Act of 1969.

BLM has scheduled November 30,2001 as the completion date for the updated plan, whichis quite
aggressive given the history o El Dorado County's slow pace in creating an update to its river
management plan. After fiveyears and a half a million dollars, it looks like at |east another year before
the county's updated plan will befinalized. BLM was hoping towork with the updated County plan, but
having acquired a number of new parcelsin thelast fiveyearsand seeing noend to the County's process,
BLM decided to proceed with developing their own plansfor their lands. BLM islimiting its plan to land
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use rather than whitewater recreation, although, most concede that
they are closely related.

Oned thehottest boater issuesrelated tothisprocessisthefuture
o public river access at the confluence of the South Fork American
and Greenwood Creek. Three yearsago kayakers found access tothis
newly acquired BLM parcel viaa gate on State Highway 49 approxi-
mately two miles North of the town of Coloma.

River access at this parcel providesa three-mile Class 11+ exten-
sion to thethree-mile ClassII Colomato Lotus run. It's also away to
skip three milesof Class11+ when paddling the ClassIII+ Gorge run.
Thetrail from the gate to the river isabout a quarter of a mile long.
Thereislimited parking outside the gate along a highway where cars
speed by while kayakers try to park, unload and load equipment.
Everyonein the community admits there is a safety issue with this
" - site. Many residents have complained about the parking situation.
| o Luckily for kayakers, BLM has not prevented public accessto this
L e - © = = = =1 parcel; however, they cannot fix the parking problem until they have

T an updated management plan. The County has concerns about any
access near Greenwood Creek fearing increased use by boatersinthe
Brett Gideon, 15, handsurfs at "Maya"a  three miles above the access point; however, this increase should be offset by boaters using this access
popular playspot on the South fork point asa put-in.
American River Chili Bar run. For many beginner kayakersin Northern California, thesix-mile Colomato Greenwood Creek run has
Photo by Craig Sanders. become the essential weekend training run. Therun hasalso becomean after work runfor local residents.
Many of these local residents are fighting to make sure access remains at Greenwood Creek.
For aschedule of upcoming BLM meetingsfor the South Fork American, see: httn:/Awww.ca.blm.gov/
folsom/meetings.html.
For more information, contact Jim Eicher at (916) 985-4474 (James _Eicher@ca.blm.gov) or write:
BLM, Folsom Field Office, 63 Natoma Street, Folsom CA, 95630.

If you had trouble getting to the river, let us know. Use this form to report access
problems so that AW can convince|egislatorsand government authorities where and
when river access is a problem. If you have met an irate landowner, noticed signs
forbidding access, or were stopped by alandowner, barbed wirefenceor alocked gate, & Closures Riversclosed that were onoe oper
tell us about it on thisform. If several boaters are arrested or involved, only 1form ™ 575 Glosd by private landowner P
should befilled out per incident naming a boater availablefor future contact. 520  Closed by government agency
521 Federa
River. State I Trespass. Ticket, warning or arrest for: 522  State
110 Trespa& on private property 523 Loca
Date df incident 120  Trespasson public property 530 High water closure
130 Criminal trespassarrest
Access code categories: List below or circle thecat- 140  Civil trespass lawsuit 6. New accessfees
egories, multiple categoriesare ok. ) 6.1.0  Charged by private landowner
2. Public Access Closure 620  Charged by government agency
210  Deniedby federal law 621  Federa
Brief description o incident: 211  Deniedby BLM 622 State
EE—— 212 Deniedby Forest Service 623  Locd
213  Deniedby Nat'l Park Service
220  Deniedby state . 7. Dam controlled rivers
230 Denied by local authority 710  Water turned of
. 720  Inconsistentflow:toomuchortoolittle
3. Injury from man-made obstacles 730 No notice of releases
Boater contact 310  Barbedwireor fence
Address 320  Low head dam 8. La/vautsandl idation
City etc. ) 811 lew [egislation to block river access.
Phone 4. Obstaclesrunning river, scouting or portaging 812 Lawauts to block access.
e-mail 410  Fenceor chain onland blockingaccess 821  Newlegidation to enable river access.
420 Fence, wire, or tree on river 822 Lawsuitsto enable access.
Landowner/Agency/Sheriff contact (if known) blocking access '
Name, 430  Warningd notrespassing or Send to Ken Ransford, 475 Sierra Vista, Carbondale,
Address posedsign ) CO 81623, 970-963-6800, FAX 970-963-6700.
City etc. 440  Vehicletowed, ticketed, or vandalized  ransford@csn.net
Phone 450  Threatsor actsd violence
e-mail

Access is a constant struggle. The AW Access Committee needs your MEI.
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NO HARD PARTS!
= The SHREDDER easily rolls up to a
compact 18"x28"!

The cross tubes & raised floor
eliminate the need for a bulky frame.

724) 329 - 8668 —
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This season saw thefirst ever cash purse rodeo series, and we're

talking some serious cash here. Check this out! Both Javid Grubbs
and Erica Mitchell, the overal winners of the Outdoorplay.com
Freestyle Kayak Championship walked away with $3,000 each, all
thanks to the generous sponsorship by Outdoorplay. Now that's a
nicepaycheck! Here'salook attheeventsat theend o theseasonand
information on thewinners o both the Outdoorplay.com seriesand
the 2000 NOWR Point Series. As always, you can find the latest
information on the rodeo scene at www.nowr.org (note: the NOWR

website iscurrently undergoing a revamp).

Ouldooplay.com Freestyle
Kayak Championship

The championship series con-
sisted of 3 events: Ocoee Rodeo
in May and the South Bend and
Wausau Freestyle events in Au-
gust. Resultsfor the Ocoeewere
posted in the July/August issue.
Many thanksto Outdoorplay for
their support of the sport and
American Whitewater. The fol-
lowingareoveral winnersd the
Outdoorplay series:

K-1 Men Pro

1. Javid Grubbs (winner of $3,000)
2. Andy Bedingfield

3. Jimmy Blakeney

K-1 Women Pro

1. Erica Mitchell (winner of $3,000)
2. Brooke Winger

3. Tanya Shuman and Julie Dion

G-1Pro

1. Chris Manderson (winner of $750)
2. Allen Braswell

3. Brian Miller

0C-1 Pro

1. Eli Helbert - tie (winner of $375)
Brian Miller - tie (winner of $375)

3. Joe Langman

South Bend - August 18-19

The second event on the
Outdoorplay.com Freestyle
Kayak Championship brought
out the best of the best hole rid-
ersinthecountry and theworld.
Toaddatwisttotheuniquedown-
town venue, thefinalswere held
intheevening under lightswith
the latest in rodeo tunes pound-
ing the pavement. Spectators
came out in droves to check out
the new sport held on the East
RaceWaterway,al ongti mevenue
for Slalom events.

South Bend Results
K-1 Men Pro

1. Steve Fisher

2. Javid Grubbs

3. Andy Bedingfield

K-1 Women Pro
1. Erica Mitchell
2. Brooke Winger
3. Tanya Shuman

C-1Pro

1. Brian Miller

2. Scott McCleskey
3. Chris Manderson

0C-1 Pro
1. Eli Helbert
2. Brian Miller

3. Joe Lanﬁman

Wausau Freestyle Kayak
Championship - August 26-
27

Over 7,000 spectators come out
to cheer on the competitors in
the final event of the
Outdoorplay.com Freestyle
Kayak Championship. Many
thankstotheWausauvolunteers
who madethisevent suchahuge
success. It was here that the
overall series winners were de-
termined, and those famed
checkshanded outtothesmiling
winners!

Wausau Results:
K-1 Men Pro

1. Javid Grubbs
2. Jay Kincaid
3. BJ Johnson

K-1 Women Pro
1. Tanya Shuman
2. Erica Mitchell
3. Brooke Winger

C-1Pro

1. Chris Manderson
2. Allen Braswell

3. Brian Miller
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0C-1Pro

1. Frankie Hubbard
2. Eli Helbert

3. Brian Miller

K-1 Men Expert

1. Chris Hull

2. Justin Japs

3. Scott Alexander

K-1 Men Jr Expert
1. Mark Birbeck
2. Dustin Urban
3. Marlow Long

K-1 Women's Jr Expert
1. Hailey Hamilton

2. Hannah Scherfig

3. Dawn Hamilton

0C-1 Men Expert
1. Teal Fyksen

2. Roy Crimmins
3. Craig Smerda

Master's Combined
1. Stephen Bletsch
2. Tim Parker

3. Roy Crimmins

Sport/Beginner Combined

1. Lucas Aker
2. Tom Landwher
3. Shannon Linnane

K-1 Men Pro Free Riding
1. Eric Jackson

2. Sam Drevo

3. Dave Garringer

K-1 Women Pro Free Riding

1. Brooke Winger
2. Aleta Miller
3. Annie Chamberlain

K-1 Men Expert Free Riding
1. Zack Bannow

2. Joerg Steinback

3. Jason Mortensen

K-1 Men Jr Expert Free Riding
1. Mark Birbeck
2. Dustin Urban
3. Sean Brabant

Subaru Gorge Games - July
8-15

Unfortunately, the much antici-
pated Gorge Games freestyle
eventwhichwastobegivenprime
showing on NBC was cancelled
dueto last minutefailure o ne-
gotiationswith thetowninwhich
the event was to be held. As of
thiswriting, organizersarework-
ingwell inadvancewith thetown
andexpect tohaveaplan in place
by early November.

Onawa River Rodeo
- September 2-4

The ever successful and popular
OttawaRiver Rodeowent off with-
out a hitch.

K-1 Men Pro

1. Eric Jackson

2. Brendan Mark

3. Andrew Holcombe
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K-1 Women Pro

1. Brooke Winger
2. Anna Lavesque
3. Tanya Shuman

G-1Pro

1. Luke Hopkins
2. Alan Braswell
3. Eric Jackson

06C-1 Pro

1. Eli Helbert
2. Joe Langman
3. Mark Scriver

K-1 Men Expert
1. Scott Alexander
2. Bobby Miller
3. Jeff Nelson

K-1 Women Expert
1. Fanny Gregorre
2. Karen Stokley

3. Brenna Kelleher

K-1 Men Jr Expert
1. Dustin Urban

2. Andre Dominic
3. Hal Monkman

C-1 Women

1. Gigi Rioux

2. Naomi Heffler
3. Fanny Gregorre

K-1 Men Beginner
1. Alex Egrnont
2. Brad Stewart
3. Jack Hewitt

K-1 Women Sport
1. Sarah bouders
2. Jennifer Lawrence
3. Leslie McLean

K-1 Men Jr Sport/Beginner

1. Chris Zuliani

2. Corey Hewit

3. Garett Gravel
— e

Kootenay Rodeo - September
2-4

The Kootenay also sewed asthe
WestCoast Canadian Team Tralls.
Congratulations to those who
made the Canadian team!

K-1 Men Pro

1. Tyler Curtis

2. Rob Cartwright
3. Ken Whiting

K-1 Women Pro

1. KiraWing

2. Charlene Starck
3. Saskia Van Mourik

K-1 Women Junior
1. Hailey Hamilton
2. Dawn Hamilton
3. Emily Lussin

K-1 Men Junior

1. Mikkel St. Jean Ducan
2. Nathan Jackson

3. Tyler Maxwell

THANKS!

Many thanks to dl o the event
organizers and their teams o
volunteers who put on the in-
credible events that makes up
our unique whitewater "scene.”
You aretruly whitewater gems!

Thank you to al of the sponsors
who supported NOWR eventson
anational level in 2000. These
include: Outdoorplay.com,
Hooked on the Outdoors, Dag-
ger, Lotus Designs, Kokatat,
Necky, Perception, Snap Dragon,
Canoe and Kayak Magazine,
Chaco, Chums, Crazy Creek,
Croakies/Life Link, Mountain
Surf, Salamander, Shred Ready,
and Yakima

Toour athletesupporters: Jimmy
Blakeneywho hel pedprocure pro
judges, Simone French of New
Zealand who handled scoring
with ease, Annie Chamberlain
who announced with flair and
professionalism, Allen Braswell
who faithfully made sure events

Unmatched
Guiding,
Service and
Value... .
Checkour " —
Website for. =
Details “ 5 -

had a PA system, and to so many
more that pitched into makeall
o the events run smoothly, a
very special thanksfrom Arneri-
can Whitewater/NOWR and al of
the event organizers. You are
incredible both on and off the
water!

CORRECTIONS:

Resultsfor theK-1Women Sport
classat theNew River Rodeowere
reported incorrectly in the July/
August issue. Below arethecor-
rected results. We apologize for
the error.

K-1 Women Sport

1. Kim Powers

2. Martha Miller

3. Paige Hawkins

4, Carrie Metheny

Results from the Potomac
Whitewater Festival were pro-
vided intheSept/Oct issue of the
journal but missingwasthe Jun-
ior Men's K-1 Expert class re-
sults. Herethey are:

Junior K-1 Men

1. Shane Groves
2. Dustin Urban
3. Kalef Latorney

Trips

Ocoee River
Parking Fee
Update

You read about the park-
ing fees being implemented
on the middle Ocoee in the
last issue of the journal, and
many of our members have
responding with dismay.
Unfortunately, it looks like
these feesareinevitable and
will be there when you pull
up to park in the spring of
2001. Asd thiswriting (Sept,
2000), the fee isexpected to
be $3.00 per car with an an-
nual passavailablefor $30.00.
Money raised from thesefees
will gotothe Tennessee State
Parksfund, not general state
fundssothat paddiersshould
see facilities improvements
attheOcoeeinayear or two.
Information about the fees
including when and where
public informational meet-
ingswill be held and anarea
tomakeyour feelingsknown
will be availablethiswinterl
spring at

An ark

immerseyourselfin Costa Rical

Wavember - Dacember - January
Intermeadiate, Advanced and Expert

¥
"Contact Phil Coleman at 888 513 2808
rforestw@sol.racsa.co.cr
www . rforestw.com

RainForest Worlcfx
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Outer Banks
Surt Kayak

Results - September 2000

Men's Freestyle Intermediate/Beginner

1. Alex Egmont
2. Nick Frank

3. Jeff Serens

4. Michael Wilsey

Men's K-1 Intermediate/Beginner

1. Alex Egmont
2. Nick Frank

3. Matt Hutton

4, Dean Hamilton

Women's K-1
1. Lindsay Usher
2. Lisa Collins
3. Andrea Zeger

Women's K-1 Junior
1. Carrier Metheny

Women's Freestyle Expert
1. Buffy Baily

Men's Sit on Top Expert
1. Fletcher Burton

2. Gene Marshall

3. James Dennison

4. Robert Depolo

Men's K-1 Expert
1. Kyle Marinello
2. Trip Jennings

3. Ken Hoeve

4. Tim Hall

Men's Freestyle Expert
1. John Scagliarini

2. Tim Hall

3. Steve Barnard

4. Ken Hoeve

International Expert - Open
1. Stowe Blankenship

2. Barry Shrum

3. Chris Kohut

4. Ken Jefferson
Men's Junior Freestyle
1. Trip Jennings

We're
g looking for

YOUR
NPFF

entries!
NATIONAL PanpianG

1M FESTIVAL « 2001

Deadline January 26,2001

Join us in Lexington February 23-24 to
support this FUNdraiser for river causes!

We've changed some things !

See the new rules:

http://www.surfbwa.org/npff
or contact Zina Merkin zmerkin@ca.uky.edu859-268-2508

120 Victory Ave., Lexington, KY 40502
Major Sponsors:
American Whitewater, Dagger, Kokatat,
Ky. Outdoor Center, Paddler Magazine,
Perception, Lotus Designs, Stohlquist,
Rocky Mountain Outdoor Center

The River Safeiy Report

1996 - 1999

By Charlie Walbridge

Aproject of the American Canoe Association
and American Whitewater

$8.95 plus $2 shipping
from American Whitewater
P.O. Box 636
Margaretville, NY 12455

Thisisthe sixth collection of whitewater accident reports pub-
lished since 1974. . Most canoe, kayak, and raft enthusiasts will
never encounter afatal accident during their careers, but all can
benefit from the experiences d thousands of river runners con-
tained in these reports.

Readerswill become increasingly aware of how accidents occur,
and will develop be better able to recognize and avoid dangerous
situations. The reports show what works, and what doesn't.

The sport of whitewater paddling has grown tremendously.
Although better equipment and training makesriver running safer
than ever, more paddlers mean more accidents. The reportsin this
book involvea variety of boat types, skill levels, andriver difficulties.
Many accounts are written by the people who were actually there;
al feature a detailed analysis by river experts. The reports are

gripping, disturbing, and aways enlightening.

Help support AW! For a 325 donalien your book Inciode 3
personal nole signed by the aulhar!

Affordable riverboats

for commercial or

private use
=

IR
| tough PVC coated'nglon
% reinforced seams inside & out
* easy handling & maneuverable

- N R IVEl
= 2 D | - Equipment, In
. TR email

L STarieaheiiny e

N =177-000-2628
1 232 Banks M.
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AMERICAN WHITEWATER'S 2001
SCHEDULE OF RIVER EVENTS

Celebrating whitewater rivers across the country

Thefollowingistheearly spring/summer schedule of eventsas known in September of 2000. Datesaresubjecttochange. For themost current
information, check www.americanwhitewater.org and www.nowr.org. Afew exciting changesto note. The US Freestyle Team Trialswill be held
in conjunction with the IR Triple Crown and will choose the USTeam in 3 separate events over aone-week period. Thisformat, organizers and
athleteshope, will choose the best athletes to represent the USat theWorld Championshipson June25-July 1in Sorte, Spain. Newtotheschedule
thisspring isNOWR’s first Intercollegiate and Junior only event, the Styrofoam Cup. Held on the Nantahalla River in North Caroling, the event
hastraditionally hosted only Slalom but isintrigued by rodeo and wishes to hop on the growing rodeo wave. The Ocoee Rodeo issporting a new
and expanded title: the Ocoee Whitewater Games. The newly fashioned Ocoee Games came about through the merger of the Ocoee Rodeo
competitions with the US Slalom Team Trails. Organizers are working hard to bring together these two whitewater disciplines into one all
encompassing spectacular event. Alsoin the changing stage isthe ever popular Oregon Cup which addsa new competition, a Boater Xcrossand
eliminates the long haul to the beach for the surf competition and the judging controversy o the Sunset Falls event.

AMERICAN WHITEWATER FESTIVALS

National Paddling Film Festival ~ February 23-24  Lexington, KY ZinaMerkin 606-258-2508 mrkin@ca.uky.edu
Tallulah Festival April 7 Tallulah, GA Mary Beth Bundrick 706-754-4318
tallulahfalls@georgiamountains.com
Tennessee Paddle 2K April 6-8 Wartburg, TN Dale Robinson 865-909-2622  dal er@tennesseevaddie.com
Sfoney umees Kendezvous AT JonnsStown, YA Steve Poaratsky  S14-200-0 i MANIONIESUTSHODME
37 Annual French Broad River Festival May 12-13  Asheville, NC ChrisDonochod ~ 828-236-1209
Salmon River Whitewater Festival July ? Pulaski, NY Dan Murn 315-298-6475 dmurn@vacs.cnyric.org
Black River Festival July ? Watertown, NY Chris Koll 315-652-8397  cko0111234@a0l.com
Deerfield Festival August 4 Charlemont, MA Mike Coleman colemanm@beaconarch.com

American Whitewater Cascade Series
A series of premier level races from mild(er) to wilder held across the country.

Canyon Creek Extreme Race May 9 Clark County, WA  Keith Jensen 503-285-0464 acks@tefeport.com
French Broad River Race May 12 Asheville, NC Chris Donochod ~ 828-236-1209
Great Falls Race June2 Great Falls, VA Greg Morrison 301-263-9572 gmorrison@repairnow.com

NOWR 2001 RiversLiv Series- Presented by American Whitewater

. rensteckproiciions. com
Enviioam Cup Tnlercollefiale Regional Champ AErl TH-T5 Braan Ty, NC Wl Leverelle
103 L L 5 1P LR
Kern River Festival April 20-12 Kernville, CA Terry Valle B18-340-3083  tvalle@ix, nelcom.com
Gillman Falls Reden April 14 08l Town, ME Peler Latadlle 207-862-2922  greekpeleri@anl.cam
Irintily Hiver Freeslvle Hodeo April I85-14 Big Flal, CA David Sleinhauser 53062362971
splas O rnatyrrverralt engd oo
New Kiver Kodeo [l e o McCoy, VA —
Oregon Cup / May 5-12
Maupin Daze May 5-6 Maupin, OR Dave Slover 541-395-2201 allstar@telesport.com
Boater Xcross May 7 Bend, OR Dave Slover 541-395-2201 allstar@telesport.com
Canyon Creek Extreme Race May 9 Clark County, WA  Keith Jensen 503-285-0464 acks@teleport.com
Bob's Hole Rodeo May 11-12 Estacada, OR Keith Jensen 503-285-0464  acks@tel eport.com
CoosaRiver Whitewater Festivdl  May ? Wetumpka, AL Lonnie Carden 334-272-0952  knewton@bellsouth.net

American Whitewater v November ¢ December 2000



 FEE TR R E N R EE R R RN RN R R NN R ERE NN NN N NN NN RN NNENNENNENSNNNNHNHSHN®;NEHNHNEHN;ENH;NH:EH®NHNE]

Ocoee Whitewater Games May 18-20 Ducktown, TN
(combinationadf Ocoee Rodeo and US Slalom Team Trials)

Wyoming Whitewater Championship May 26-27

Bigfork Whitewater Festival
Potomac Whitewater Festival

June1-3 Bigfork, MT

American Whitewater

Mike Dezanni
June 1-3 Great Falls, VA  Greg Morrison301-263-9572

828-645-5299
jhabbot@aol.com

Jackson Hole, WY Aaron Pruzan 307-733-2471

jacksonholekayak @wyoming.com

gmorrison@repairnow.com

Headwaters Championship/ FiBARK June 14-17 Salida, CO Susan Dempsey 719-539-4686
FAE ATt
Animas River Days June8-10 Durango, CO Four Corners Riversports 970-259-3893
info@riversports.com
OTHER EVENTS
Futaleufu River Appreciation Festival March ? Futaleufu, Chile  Jodie Deignan  info@futafriends.org
Cheat River Festival and Race May 4-6 Albright, WV Kerry Manier 304-329-3621 foc@cheat.org

Cheat River Race 2000

By Rick Gusic The racers faced alevel of 2.5ft, aflow o

about 2,300 cfs. The higher water provided
welcome relief from the low water of 1999;
thanksto the extrawater dl of the competi-
tors managed to finish the race and there
were no broken boats. The Cheat Racekicks
off about _ mile above Decision rapid and
continues 10.5 miles to the Jenkinsburg
Bridge. What makesthe Cheat Racespecial is
thatitisoned theonly racesintheeast that
begins with a mass start.

This year 55 boaters lined up and furi-
ously banged boats, paddles, and bodies, fight-
ingto gettothefront o the pack. Asinother
years, withinamile, the pack had fragmented
intosmall clustersdf boatersracing head-to-
head.

Tonoone'ssurprise, the newly revamped
and rebuilt Jesse Whittemore jumped out to
anearly lead. Jesse battled for firstwith Steve
Kauffman, findly winning with a time o
1:04:27. Steve finished a minuteand eleven
seconds behind, coming in at 1:05:38. Not
far behind was the world's hardest training
paddler, the Lehigh Valley's own Ted New-
ton. Ted crossed the line at 1:07:10. The
fourth and fifth overall spots were filled by
Rick Gusic (1:10:46) and Scott Stough
(1:11:54)

In the women's division, Colleen Laffey
paddled her Wavehopper to an impressive
T5% place overall and a 1t place amongst
women, finishing in 1:17:40. Right on her
heels was Jan Steckel, racing to a time o
1:19:03. 3¢ place was awarded to Cheryl
Shiber with atime of 1:21:45.

CominginstrongintheC1 classwasNed
Fleenor (1:23:18). Right behind himwasthe
opencanoewinner, raceveteran Steve Frazier
(1:26:46).

On Friday eveningMay 5% the
Fifth Annual Cheat River Race
kicked off theannual Chest
RiversFestival, soonsored by the
Friends of the Cheat in Albright,
Wed Virginia.

Thisyear's Cheat Race marked theintro-
duction of anentirely new category and prize,
the Team Award. Teams consisted of up to
fivepaddlers, withthe timesd thethree best
finishers on each team compiled to createa
team score. All members of the each team
had to havetiesto thesame organization, i€,
rafting company, boat manufacturer, club,
etc... Excitement was in the air and the
competition heated as three teams battled it
out.

Team Mountain Streams, consisting o
Rick Gusic (4™, Keven Kurcina (12t), and
Doug Schmitt (20t), scored 36 pts and
claimed the title. Second place went to a
team from the Friends of the Cheat, scoring
41 pts. This team was composed o Jm
Snyder (I1*), Randy Robinson {137, and
DaveBassage (17™). 3™ place was awarded to
Moravian Kayak. It was an impressive tri-
umphfor Mountain Streams, whose paddlers
once again displayed overwhelming domi-
nance over theother local rafting companies
(WildernessVoyageurs, Laurel Highlands, &
Whitewater Adventurers), who all failed to
findthreeemployees/guideswhocould paddle
the Cheat. (Editor's note: You will never
guess which team the author o this article
was on!  But it sounds like a dare for next
year's race, don't you think!)

Asisthetradition, the post race party was
held immediately after at the take-out. Free
beer was flowing from the kegs courtesy o
West Virginia Brewery Company (thanks
guys!) Inthe course of the debauchery that
followed, not al o the entrants received
their competitor’s T shirts. Ifyouwereamong
them, contact the Friends of the Cheat. Oth-
erwise, seeyou at thestarting line next year!
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The winners of the 200D
MOWR Poinl Series
Championship are:

K-1 Men

i Javid Grubas
Z Eric Jackson

3 Tayior Roberison

K-1 Women
1 Brooke Winger
2 Julie Dion
3 Tanya Shuman

G-1

1Chris Manderson
Z Allen Braswall
3 Luke Hopkins

0c-1

1 Eli Helbert

2 Brain Miller
3 Joe Langman

K-1 Jr.

1 Jesse Murphy
2 Calel Latormey
3 Sean Brabanl

Eli Helbert, age 24 - 1% place 06-1 Point Series
Championship, 1st place (tie) 80G-1 Outdoorplay
Series

Eli grew up inthe Harrisonburg, VA region and began paddling at
age eight. He now considers Asheville, NC his home. He is the
current 0C-1 World Champion and hasbagged three 1* placefinishes
asathirdyear proat Southbend, Potomac, and Ottawa, but considers
the Augsburg Rodeo in Germany to be his favorite event. Eli isa
member of the 2001 US Freestyle Team travelingto Sorte, Spain this
June. When not on thewater, Eli hangswith girlfriend Marion and
the boysfrom AB, barrel-rolling. Eli would like to thank his family,
500+ friendsand hissponsors, Second String Bluegrass Band, Team
Edge Imports, Mobile Adventures, Lotus Designs, Watershed,
Powerbar, Robson, Teva, Voyageur, and the Nantahala Outdoor
Center.

Brian Miller age 27 - T place (tie) 0C-1
Outdoorplay Series

Brianlivesin Asheville, NC where he paddles upwards of 300 days
ayear. Hisfavoriteriversarethe Green and LittleWhite Salmon. His
boat of choice is the Dagger Ultrafuge, while mixin’ it up at his
favorite play spot Rock Island, TN. After six yearsdf paddling, Brian
racked up OC-1 wins at the Ocoee and C-1 wins at Southbend and

In 2000, there weretwo
championship series, the NOWR
Point Series Championship
wherepro and Junior athletes
earned pointsat all NOWR
eventstowardsther overall
gandings. Ther top 5
placementscounted. Inthe
Outdoor play.com Freestyle
Kayak Championghip, pro
competitorsear ned pointsat all
threeeventsin theseries(in
addition to prize money) towards
theoverall series title, and cash
purse of $7,500.
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Union Chutes. Hewasalso the 2000 PreWorld Championin C-1 and OC-1. Brianisamember

d the 2001 US Freestyle Team traveling to Sorte, Spain thisJune. Brian's sponsorsinclude

Dagger, Outdoor Play, Mountain Surf, Immersion Research, LotusDesigns, Viking, 5-10, Surf-

the-Earth, and Watershed. Hewould liketo thank hisfamily and friends for their support and

encouragement. Hewould also liketo thank Dagger for providing himwith the opportunities
to follow his dreamson and dff the water.

Chris Manderson age 32 - 1 place
C-1 Point Series Championship, T#
place G-1 Outdoorplay Series

Chris currently resides in the center o the
boating universe, Asheville, NC where he boats &
300 daysayear. With eleven yearsexperience as =
a pro, Chris stacked up five 1%t place finishes at
Wausau, New River, Coosa, Rock Island, and
Nolichucky. Chris is a member o the 2001 US
FreestyleTeamtravelingto Sorte, Spain thisJune.
He likes the crowded, high traffic events in the
United States and Europe where he can produce
the most exposure possible for his sponsors: Per-
cept|on Kayaks, Mitchell Paddles, Shred Ready Helmets, Smith Optics, Lotus Designs. What &
does Chris dowhen not on the water? He plays golf, walks Jake the Dog, tinkersin modern &
dentistry, and works his lyrical geniusesfor hisown rap album.

Erica Mitchell age 22 - 1
place K-1 Outdoorplay Series

Ericaisoriginaly from Cincinnati,
OH and started paddlingwith her dad at
agetwelve. She hasdistinguished her-
sf asoned the nations most tal ented
and diverse freestyle, squirt, and river
running kayakers. In 2000, Ericastacked
up winsat Southbend and Coosawith a
1t place win in squirt at the Ocoee.
Erica is a member of the 2001 US
FreestvleTeamtravelingtoSorte. Spain
thisJune. Shewould like to thank her
sponsors: Wavesport, 5.10, and AT !
Paddles.

Javid Grubbs age 19 - T¥ place K-1 Point Series Championship, 1%

place K-1 Outdoorplay Series

In 2000 Javid won at the Ocoee and Wausau. Javid isa member of the 2001 US Freestyle
Team traveling to Sorte, Spain this June. Javid would like to thank his sponsors:
Outdoorplay.com, Riot, Lightning Paddles, and Immersion Research.

Brooke \Winger - 1st place K-1Point Series Championship

Brooke has been paddling since the age of 13 and finds her roots in slalom racing, where
she competed asa junior at the national level. In 2000, Brookewon at Union Chute, Ottawa,
and Maupin Daze. Brookeisamember of the 2001 USFreestyle Team traveling to Sorte, Spain
this June. She also enjoys riding show horses, skiing, climbing, running, and anything that
puts her outdoors. Brooke thanks her sponsors: Wavesport, California Canoe and Kayak,
Lightning Paddles, Manastash, Grateful heads, and Aloe Up.

Jesse Murphy age 15 - 1%t place K-1 Jr. Point Series Championship
Jesse hailsfromthe Payette river region of McCall, ID. He has been passionately padadling

for nineyears. In 2000, Jessewon at Wyoming and FiBark. When Jesse isnot on thewater his

other passions are Nordic skiing and climbing. He would like to thank Peter, Shane, and BECialel s Ll S la M=l = L Le

Whitney at Adventure Quest and Veronicaat Perception for excelling hispassioninthewater. |t

Jesse would aso like to thank his sponsors: Perception Kayaks, Grateful Heads, Seven2

Paddles, OS Systems.
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Attalnment Race- The ANIMAE
Andrew McEwan -] SCO% Downs ] Iggg % :"::. é %
Jess Whittemore =R David Hammon : T_ﬁ
Brian Homburg 346 Donnie Hasch 17104 s Mo“day-! October 4th
Steve Kauffman a5 Bob Vernon 1724 E’i - =
Eric Martin 113 Dave Thielman 1756
Rick Gusic izia Mark Hei 18:38
Simon Beardmore 12=5p Wallie Hatfield 1848
Scott Stough | Doug Lieb 19:11
Chris Norbury hi1rd Jason Zaleueski 19:29
Jesse Shimrock 1414 Adam Hall DNF
Rob Anderson 1435 Kurt Casey DNF
Greg Akins 14:44 Garth Boyd DNF -
Chara O'Brian 1514 (River level 2') nimal” Gauley River Race - 2000
Reported by Donnie Hudspeth - Race Organizer
)
D Races
Ownrlver Participant Class Race Time Position
Andrew McEwan Wildwater 0:44:36 1
Steve Kauffman Wildwater 0:46:53 2
On Or t Jesse Whittemore Wildwater 0:47:40 3
Rick Gusic Slalom-Men 0:51:50 4
Michael Moore Slalom-Men 0:52:15 5
Br and] POtom aC Ben Coleman Wavehopper-Men 0:52:53 6
Pascal Saidi Wavehopper-Men 0:53:44 7
Jason Hale Slalom-Men 0:53:56 8
: Deb Ruehle Wavehopper-Women 0:54:25 9
REPO”ed by Chris Norbury Shannon Carroll Wavehopper-Women 0:54:34 10
The weather and water were great on the North Branch of Scott Stough Slalom-Men 0:54:58 11
the Potomac at Bloomington on Sunday, September 2000. A Greg Gill Slalom-Men 0:55:29 12
small crowd gathered to race. The shortened classic coursewas Shad Knopp Slalom-Men 0:55:32 13
won by National Champion Andrew McEwan, 37 secondsahead Colleen Laffey Wavehopper-Women 0:55:38 14
of Ted Newton, whowon the corresponding racein May. Steve Stewart Galdwell Slalom-Men 0:56:22 15
"My boat weighs 22 Ibs - honest" Kauffman produced onedf his Ridge Hunley Slalom-Men 0:57:07 16
d ' Rivermen 1 Raft 0:59:14 17
best performancesdf thesummer totakethird. Inthewomen's Patrick M Slalom-M 10008 18
class, Colleen Laffey, paddling a borrowed wildwater boat, Preciaion Raft e 10028 I
addle a
narrowly edged out Terry Peterson, who chose to p Thomas Morgan Playboat-Men 1:00-%6 20
wavehopper. Wayne Asbury Playboat-Men 1:00:34 21
. Amy Conger Slalom-Women 1:00:46 22
Classic Ryan Gaujot Playboat-Men 1:01:34 23
1. Andrew McEwan ~ K1M wWw 20-48 Team Wing Raft 1:01:39 24
2. Ted Newton KIM Ww 21-25 Eric Young Wavehopper-Men 1:01:48 25
3. Steve Kauffman ~ K1M WW 22-05 Steve Frazier Open Boat Single 1:02:00 26
4. Jesse Whittemore  K1M WW 22-22 David McFadden Playboat-Men 1:02:10 27
5. Paul Hoda KIM Ww 22-37 TK Shields Slalom-Men 1:02:52 28
6. Chris Norbury KIM ww 22-46 Kent McGracken Wildwater 1:03:05 29
7. Scott Stough KIM Ww 24-28 Class VI Men Raft 1:03:14 30
8. Colleen Laffey K1wW ww 25-47 AVA Raft 1:03:25 31
9. Terry Peterson KIW WH 25-58 Chicks from Six Raft-All Women 1:04:34 32
Underdog Raft 1:05:03 33
Inthesprint therewasan upset when Andrew, showing the Milt Aitken Open Boat Single 1:05:11 34
effectsof along hard season, wasbeaten out by asecond by both Team NOC Raft 1:06:00 35
Ted Newtonand ChrisNorbury. Andrew just managed to match Mystic Mojo Ralt 1:06:44 36
Steve Kauffman's time in third. Spangler & Rollins Shredder 1:07:04 37
Tom Jackson Open Boat Single 1:08:07 38
The Cheaters Shredder 1:10:29 39
J- Ted Newton KIM- wwe 12 Richmond Whitewater Club  Raft 11114 10
: v KIM w129 Richard Gavi Open Boat Sing| 11148 4
3. Andrew McEwan ~ KIM Ww 1-26 Nmﬁ avin pen boat Single B
3 Steve Kaufiman ~ KIM WW 126 IARRIy Chicks Raft-All Women 1:11:56 42
5. Jesse Whittemore  KIM WW 128 Liz Garland/Lynn Aycock Open Boat Dual 1:20:26 43
’ Team Tob Shredder 1:23:20 44
6. Paul Hoda KIM ww 1-29 y
7. Scott Stough KiM Ww 1-40
8. Colleen Laffey Kiw Ww 1-46
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The Uppe Yough Race 2000

Class Race Time
1 Andrew McEwan WWKI 028776
2 Jess Whittemore WWKI 0:29:15
3 Steve Kaufman WWKI 0:29:28
4 Ted Newton WWKI 0:29:52
5 Brian Homberg WWKI 0:29:53
6 Ken Kyser K1L 0:32:56
7 Bob Vernon KiL 0:32:59 L ;
8 Rick Gusic WH 0:33:05 ! = R et
9 Scott Stough WH 03322 | D rag e
1? Charles Stump WH 0:33:@9 ——— o ’y
Mike Moore K1L 0:34:31
12 Curtis Rohrbaugh KIL 0:34:47 amph]bl(}us
13 Kurt Casey KIL 0:35712 .
14 Bill Heller KiL 0:35:20 .
15 Colleen Laffey W-WH 0:35:35
16 Joe Hatcher KIL VRSNV afthowgh salamanders can suruie on land, most prefer io
17 Bob Gedekoh KIL 0:35:58 e @ the water
18 Donald B. Smith K1S 0:36:05
19 Nathan Calhoun KiL 0:36:23
20 Stewart Caldwell KIL 0:36:39
21 Steve Barnard KIS 0:37:08 i i
% ook H KL Py To find an authorized dealer or
23 Ron Whitney KiL 0:37:48 4
24 Kitty, Barry Tuscano K2 0:38:24 NI UL R
25 Amy Conger W-KIS 0:38:49 i i Tl e
2 Brad McGowan KIS 04034 —peauipmentand paddiing _ ame J
27 Joe Stumpfel, Andy Maser K2 0:41770 QLCEHIE * m
28 PaNoron g Kis 0:41:43 b = sALA DER
29 Chara O'Brien W-WWKI 0:42:09 salpmanderpaddlagaar coem
30 Steve Frazier 0c 0:42:24 you, call b41.388.1821 i
31 Zegafuse, Campbell, Hubbard, Grinnan ~ RAFT-4 Man 0:46:48
32 Grea Akins KIL DNF

v

www.kayakmexico.com
infofikayakmexico.com

Tr‘ips & Instruction 800-653-6221
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April 15 and 16 2000
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The river was running about 400 cfsthisyear, which wasactually
a pretty good level for Chuck's Race on Saturday. | have aways
considered 600 cfs to be a bumpy and pinny level, so | thought 400
would really suck. Actualy 400 cfs caused the river to drop into
distinct channels, making the lines feel cleaner while the big drops
were still arush.

Theracestartedalittleafter high noon and therewere15paddlers.
Wewereshrouded in cloudsand it wasspitting rain. | kept looking to
the heavens to get Chuck Kerns spirit to do something about the
weather. " Come on man, you got some pull upthereyet or what!” Just
before thestart wehad amoment of noise (cheersandyells) for Chuck
and his spirit responded with a subtle opening in the clouds. It got
bright for just a second aswe were cheering in his remembrance! It
was chilling. There is no doubt hisspirit liveson.
rﬂlgﬂﬁsm“ Eﬁ"ﬂwp&%ﬂmmawe Several hoaters, including some of last year's racers, helped with

safety this year. Thanks to Matt Archer, Robbie Dastin, Stephane,
Eskimo, Salamander, Xiracycle, and Patagenia: Dave Nyberg, Brent Essmon, and Johnnie Kern (abit beat tp from
exploring new creeks). Polk Deters helped with hisbigshuttlerigand
fine attitude (although he could not paddie due to sore ribs suffered

Chucks Race Results on the South Merced). Willie Kern had hiswatchful eye on the river
1 Don Beveridge 50:10 Pirouette too—aways there to help in astrong and quiet way. Thanks also to
2 Jay Moffatt 5105 Pirouette those | have overlooked.

3 Andy O'Reilly 5131 Dancer XT Don Beveridgewalked with first placeand $400 cash. Nikki Kelley
4 Joel Passovoy 5148 Outburst was the fastestgirl and got $100 cash to cover the gasshe burned in
2 g%\ggnGFr,t;gﬁLson gg 28 k?f;&em the Eskimotruck on her midnite escapades. Thefirst eleven paddiers
7 Niki Kelleyy 5318 Diablo had few mishaps. Torrey Carroll put his Excel raceboat sideways in
8.Dieter King 5336 Pirouette Corner Pocket —yuck. Just beforethestart, threeguys, Pete, Matt and
9 Torrey Carroll 5351 Excel Dan decided they would follow Mela Breen because she knows the
10 Jamie Cooper 11425 Foreplay lineswell. Turns out she got broached in alow volume channel early
10 Mark Hayden 11425 Quadro in the raceand had to swim. The others stayed to help her. That was
11 The Swim and Rescue Team 1 25.30 thestart o theSwim and Rescue Team. They ended up having another
Mela Breen, Pete Iscaro, Matt Chapman, swim at Hairy Ferry and posting a casua finish time with a great
Dan Glauser demeanor
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Evans Phelps held the party in her 'castle’ on top of the hill in
Nevada City. Wanda brought a bunch of lasagnas and everyone
pitched infor an awesome meal. Jamie Simon and Red Bull supplied
some entertainment and tons of high-energy drink. The hot tub
stayed occupied al night and tents covered the lawn. Evans realy
knows how to throw a party! Kipchoge was demonstrating the new
kayak rack on the Xtrabike and offering surfing opportunities on it
too.

Pam Esmon at Ski Jump Falls. Photo by Torrey Carroll.

Pedal Paddle Race Restlts

Men Women

1. Steffan Long TIEAT 1, Elizabeth Collins 2:03:31
2. Drew Rrawles 147435 2 Evans Phelps 2:28:55
3. John Finley ISR 3 Maggie Moss R IERTE
4. Dieter King 1555

5. Nicholas Ferlatte TEEEH Co-ed Teams (biker/ paddler)

6. Jay Moffatt TAFET 1.Steve and Pam 1:47:40
7. Chris Abess 20239 2. Heather and Brandan 1:55:05
8. JP Wollershiem 202383 Lynn and David 1:56:59
9. Pieps Hill Z0505 4, Saraand Johnnie 2:08:56
10. Will Prechter JOEAE 5, Dick and Wanda 2:10:00
11. Hector Keeling EHEEY 6. Melissaand Tony 2:13:10
12. Andy O'Rielly 21421 7.Todd and Hiedi 2:28:38
13. Scott Bittinger 22rar

14. Chad Daughtery 221010

Danny Childs from Perception got the race started at noon on
Sunday from the bridge at Purdon Crossing. The bike course starts
in the bottom of the South Y uba Canyon and climbsto the top of
Round Mountain, 1,200 feet above. Then the good stuff — smooth
descending switchbacks through the forest back down to the river!
The final leg of the bike course follows a trail upriver to Edwards
Crossing where the kayaksare deployed. The river section is4 miles
of ClassIVwhitewater. A bunch of great people tookpartintheevent
thisyear. The relay teams reorganized at the last minute to become
all co-ed. Mela and | were the sweep team. We borrowed a tandem
mountain bikeand paddled aTopo Duo. Thiswasfunandtrying. The
fact that we are still together as a couple speaks well for our
compatibility. A big thanks to all of the participants, the sponsors
(Wolf Creek Wilderness, Outside Inn, Red Bull, Perception, Dagger,
Eskimo, Salamander, Patagonia)and thevol unteersespecialy, Kevin
McWilliams who single-handedly loaded the bikes into the Wolf
Creek van and got them back to town.

Join us next year the weekend after the Kern Fest for some
grassroots, low-key good times.

Pam Esmon at New Ledge. Photo bv Torrey Carroll.

Frhata by Tamesrd §e
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vaks 1o the A '\-
1. Prato by Rlall Tedry

Pargdars carmyiog

DAY 1

We are houncing along a roasgh dirl and gravel rosd in the back of an old Stout pickup. I is 6 o'clock
i Lhe meorming. The air 12 heay with moisture from Uhe late I'|;._'|'|| rain. Son the darkness e wian
foan eere hght, We come toa landslide. 11 is the end of the road and we :’i.rll;.'\'l'.] '.|'\'|i| ol o Uhee vehiacls
Losds are distrnibuted znd each man lifts his burden until nothing is left

We are telting off (o explore the Bio Leshin in the upper reaches of the Ecuadorian Amazon. Genner
Coroneg] stumbles along with his pack. still weary ivem a Lale mighl ol traveling. Duncan Eocleston
ol linwes i s, Dan Dhison sels out shivering from the cold seith his boat over hig head. | sweep
sure nathing is left belind, We hired ten strong men from the nearby village of Rio Negro to help s
Tt ey are an assariment of larmers and lahorers, even a baker is in Uhe biench. Before we left. an elevenih
porier named Baoul Eried to hire o Unfortunately, we only haed eno iEh ey Lo pay en e i li&, %in
Raoul waz gent home

& sixbeen-vear old natrve Shaar called Rolando
leagds the pack, wielding his machete with uncan vy
real. Holando is .:|'.'..|:-'\ '\-II||||I'|! .|'I-\.| .|'_'.|.'LI- ||'|
jungle with amiped enthnesiasm. The sound of rub-
ber bosols sloshang m the mud leads easily to
an 'l.'l.'l"r_.'l Eo ko each ol her as we hike
..|--I'|;: in chesters. The Ecuaddorians Al & lively
buinch and enpoy hemonng cach other. N
proncounce Duncan’s name cormectiv, Instesd. he is
christensd Haoul, Eventually, we spread out like

ants along the trall careed through the demnss

with lryaks on the way 1o tha Rio Liushin

H Tery

DU ET R

e Cal

II|I'|'r\,||.' clowd forest. Loads carried in odd HrEin
sacks alternate with our '\"iﬂ'l nlastic kavaks. It is
hard toshelieve we had opened a trail here ot much
more Uham a week AR Lo sfahlish access to the Rio
Lushin. Already
fallen trees

AL the first ridge
to regroup, The dull roar of the Encanto River can
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be heard below. The clouds are
still lying low, and we can't see
thenext mountainridge we have
to cross. It begins to drizzle.
Duncan wants to know how his
boat is coming. "Alfonso," he
shouts. After afew seconds, he
repeatsitagain."Alfonso?' This
time, Duncan's cdl is passed
along the line through the for-
est. Soonwe hear back in vari-
ous comical renditions,
“..Raoul...”  Duncan's boat
appears carried by a porter on
eachend. Along, slender branch
runs the length of the kayak,
and is bound at the grab loops
withvines. Weareimpressed at
their innovation.

L ater we reach the Encanto
River, where we posted an in-
crediblefirst descent a year ago.
Weare excited to be continuing
over into the next valley and a
new territory. The sky has
mostly cleared, and the sun is
shining. Everyone makestheir way across the river and we decide to
takeabreak. We havetogain close to 2,000 feet vertical to reach the
next divide, before weenter the Llushin watershed. Weeat chocol ate
for inspiration. Moving along, a pit viper is spotted and quickly
dispatched with a chop to the head. | examine the snaketo see if it
realy ispoisonous. Inthiscase, | am glad they killed thesnake. One
o the porters tells methat if someonewere bitten by this snake, he
would not make it out of the jungle alive.

The put-in team corssesthe bese d a
landdide by the Cherguayacu, an the
wey to the Rio Llushin.

Early in the afternoon we
arrive at the divide and eat a
good meal. It hasrained off and
on. The porter team surprises
uswhen alarge pot of ricewith
an entire stewed chicken is
pulled out o a pack. This bo-
nanzafeeds most of the group.
A specia plate is prepared and
given to Raoul, errr Duncan.
The rest of us snack on Dan's
homemade energy bars made d
oats, barley, and quinoa, sweet-
ened and glued together with
condensed milk. The treesare
enormous. It iseasy to relax in
the lush surroundings. Barely
visible through the cluttered
treetrunksisthefirst ridge we
crossed. It gives us good per-
spectiveonthedistancewe have
traveled.

Moving downward is a wel-
come relief. After traversing down the contours of the mountain
slope, wedropintothenarrow, twisting creek bed of theCharguayacu.
It isamazing how motivated the portersare to help uswith such an
arduous and obscure task. Whenever we meet the local people ona
boating adventure, they are curiousabout the purpose o our quest.
Acoupled the porters have seen photosof uskayaking before. Still,
each of them thinks we are realy looking for gold, or have some
ulterior motive. Thefact that wewould bedoing thisjust for fun does
not make any sense.

Suddenly, the opportunity arisesto show them what kayaking is
al about. Enough tiny branches of the Charguayacu have joined to
mostly float a boat. | grab one of the kayaks, push it towards a fast

Portrait of an expedition; reflecting on the task & hand. Phato by Met Terry.

Rolando takes df an thefirgt descentt of the Charguayaou
Phato by Mat Terry. ok

chuteinthecreek,and jumponback, ridingitlikeasurfboard. | bank
off some rocks, drop into the pool below, and wipe out with the pack
| amwearing. Thisgoesover big. Thefervor that ensuescarriesusfar
downstream. The Charguayacu may only have 50 cfs, but it dropsat
almost 200 feet per mile amidst strainers and rocks. Asthe melee
continues, we hear rallying cries of “Raoul!?” aseach porter mounts
akayak and attemptsto run through ashort section of rapids. We do
our best to keep upwith therampage. Boatsare pinned and bodiesare
bruised. It isa learning experience for al. Remarkably no one is
seriously injured and no boats are lost.

Just before we reach the Llushin, we have to leave the creek bed
and go back into the jungle because the Charguayacu turns into an
unrunnable cascadeof steep waterfalls. Thereisrenewed enthusiasm
to push over thelast bulge. The porters have tasted what kayakingis
like. They have had a crazy adventure and tackled areal first descent
of their own. They now have some understanding of our passion to
runwith the water and to visit thiswild place.

With high spiritswearriveat the Liushin, roping boats down the
final steep embankments. Weareall impressed thatwemadeittothe
river in one day. We are six miles as the crow flies from where we

__started hiking. By tracing our
route on a map, we conclude
that we have hiked 10-12 miles
to reach the Llushin. For our
porters, the destination iscom-
plete. They facealong hikeback
tothevillageonatrail they now
know. After they wash in the
river, webid our farewells. They
remind ustolook out for alarge
waterfall that is rumored to be
80-100feettall, afall that denies
the natives upstream access in
their dugout canoes. When the
last echoes of “Raoul” fade into
the jungle, we find ourselves
alone.

We make campinthejungle
and eat dinner on huge boul-
ders. ItisDanand Genners first
look at the river. Duncan and |
did the reconnaissancework on
this trip and gave it a thumbs
up. Wecan't wait to hear what
the other haf thinks about our recommendation. Dan says matter-
of-factly, "It looks hard. We'll have to be careful."

After looking at the maps, Genner shakes hishead and reminds us
of how far out wewill be onceweget on theriver. "Hiking out is not
anoption onthisone, guys," hesays. "Wehave45 milesd new river
to run before we can even look at a take-out. The river gets more
remote as we go. Well be more than 20 miles from the Pastaza,
separated by three mountain ridges. There is one way
out...downstream."

Everyone givesalittle shudder after hisremarks, but itisagreed
that none of uscame hereto hikeout. Weare committed tofollowing
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View of the Rio Llushin from the put-in. Photo by Matt Terry.

the river. We have food for 5 days, with emergency provisionsto last
7. If wedon't make contact by then, the military will send achopper
tolook for us. Each of usquietly contemplates the undertakingaswe
finish our meal. It isapleasant evening. We bask under the starson
alarge, flat boulder and listen to the river flow.

DAY 2
There are two storms in

the night. By morning the
rain has stopped; but the
jungleisstill dripping. Aswe
eat breakfast, the river rises
nearly afoot. Itisstill crystal
clear. Upstream there are only
pristine mountains. The
Llushindrainsthe Cordillera
of theFlutes. Thisrange runs
between the massive volca
noes of El Altar, and
Tungurahua, the latter now
erupting with towering
plumes o ash. Wearein one
of the most pristinewatershedsin Ecuador. Thisarea has never been
inhabited.

By the time we organize and are ready to launch, the river looks
full, but manageable. The jungle meets the water's edge abruptly
with steep, rocky banks. The riverbed is medium-sized with power-
ful, channelized drops. Wetest our heavily laden kayaksin thewater.
My boat feels like afreight train in the current. Genner scouts the
first rapid and givesthe rest o usthe line. When we regroup in the
eddy below, everyone is a bit excited. "Thisis realy pushy stuff,”
someone remarks. As we probe downstream, we are treated to big
flushing chutesand long boulder garden rapids. Torrent ducksfrolic
in the rapids and the scenery keeps
getting better. We eaf lunch on g
basaltshel fbelowanimpressivedrop.
Already four side creeks have poured
in,addingtotheflow.Itisabeautiful
place.

Intheafternoon, werunthreebig
rapids. Thefirst comesatanidandin
theriver witharocky landslideat the
bottom o along 4-stage drop. Next
isarapidwecall "Whiteout," because
of the sheer whitenessin thetop half
of therapid. Duncan and | make our
first portage here while Dan and
Genner keep the throttle open.
Duncan leadsusthroughthelast one

o

Dan blasts through * White-out.” Rio
Llushin Photo by Matt Terry

Photo by Matt Terry.

Duncan Eccleston running the guts of “Powderfinger " Rio Llushin.

THE RO LLUSHIN

withaspirited launchintothegutsd " Powderfinger." Wefind
anice camp at the confluencewith asizeable tributary where
there isa calm pool and good light.

DAY Z

Weawaketoabright, clear day. The river hasebbed about
two feet overnight; now we have a more reasonable flow. We
start off with abang. Thefirst couple of ledges offer big-air.
Every so often theriver isdivided by acolossal boulder withan
entire forest growing out o it. Our big crux dof the morning
comes at a chunky rapid on a right-hand bend. We are dll
captivated by the drop and spend an epic amount o time
deliberatinglines. | reaffirm my belief that once you've got a
ling, the longer you spend looking at a rapid, the greater the
chancesd blowing it. In the entrance, the river takescontrol
and spins mearound backwards, with theweight of my heavy
stern leading me towards the bottom o the rapid. All the
while, | look over mv shoul der and oaddle fiercelv. Somehow,
| manage to emerge unscathed, but | am humbled by the
experience.

truly UHcfartEd teritory S B
Rlige’ Brbcked sl 2EeEs"

With uncanny coincidence, it
clouds over and a gentle rain
begins as we enter this vast
unknown area. A dark. basalt
gorge envelopes us with big
walls that continue to offer
strategic breaks on one side
or another, sothat weare, not
completely trapped. We keep
awatchful eyefor the horizon
linethat we had been so reso-
lutely warned of. Isit a hoax?
Had anyoneactually seen this
waterfall? We find ourselves chasing torrent ducks downstream,
gazing at waterfalls brimming off the sides, and eyeing Cock-of-the-
Rocksand hummingbirds as we pick our way along. Wefind aclear
window for lunch, thenthe rain picks up and takesover. The surface
of thewater takes on awhole new texture, and we seek shelter under
the canopy o gigantic trees.

Soon we apBroach an area where a catastrophic landslide has
blown out the better part o a mountainside. Rich, muddy water
gurgles down the crater and turns our crystalline jewel into frothing
latte. Weare cautiousd strainersand debris; therearealot. Further
down wefind the plug. There are hundred-foot tree trunks sticking
up like match sticks between big-daddy boulders. Dan tempts fate
toying with huge hydraulics and slurpy sieves, while the rest of us
portagethe worst of it. By thistime we areout of the “clouds” and back
on the map. Below, | notice the yutzol shrubbery along the bank —
asign that we are in a new vegetation zone.

The rain pours down and the
river getsbigger, but thegradient is
easing off, too. We are on a big-
water roller coaster ride, dodging
huge holes and blasting through
crashing waves. Starting to cover
some serious distance, we pass ma-
jor tributaries, which are pumping
out bigvolumeinto the main chan-
nel. The river is nearly out o its
banks. We paddie lateinto the day,
looking for agood placetocamp. At
last we find a spot, a small beach
with a play wave across from it.
What a day!

b
Ban Dixon rides on fhe slispsiream Rio
Llushin PFhofc By Maft Terre
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Duncan finishes the bottom fun-out on "Powderfinger." Rio Llushin. Photo by
Matt Terry.

LAY 4

Overnight the river clears up and drops again. After a morning
surf session, me move along. The Llushin hasanew character here.
There are low, rock-walled gorges and prominent ledges across the
river. Looking upstream we see, for the first time, clear, unob-
structed viewsd thecordillera. Streamingwaterfallsplummet down
thefaces of the mountains. Itisquiteavision. Atoucanfliesacross
the river. From here, we move quickly downstream enjoying the
scenery.

The Rio Cuyuimi joins from the left and, once again, the clear
water ismuddikd. Not far below weseethefirstsignsd civilization,
athatch hut surrounded by bananatreesand yucca. Nooneseemsto
behome. Later, we comeacrosssome people bathingintheriver. As
soon as we are spotted, a couple flees, running into the jungle,
leaving one brave man to guard the dugout canoe. We wave as we
float by and he managesto raise upagesturing hand. Asweeat lunch,
we notice the river rise again.

Back onthewater, thecurrent takesus past the confluence where
asecond river named "Llushin" joinsthe Rio Llushin weareon. We
now have a big water flow that moves usalong. There is one last
hurrah with Grand Canyon-stylewaves. Then flat water. We spot a
village by theriver. Asweapproach, something unusual catchesour
attention. In the distance, aman is polling a dugout canoe upriver.
Close behind, another man is paddling what looks like a kayak, at
least he is using a kayak paddie.

"Isthat what | think it is?" asks Dan.

"Noway," | reply. "It must bea mirage or something."

Aswe get closer, our mouths gape open in disbelief. Themanin
the back of the dugout hasa kayak paddle. Eager to know the story
of this paddle, we converge on the hapless campesinos.

Asit turns out, the Werner asymmetrical paddie wasfound ona

Genner Coronel scouts "El Infierno." Rio Llushin. Photo by Matt Terry

_ Genner Coronel running “El Infierno.” Rio Llushin. Photo by Matt TeTY. e

THE RiO LLUSHIN

gravel bar in the Pastaza River over a year ago. Since then it has
achieved some sort of iconic status with the people here. Much like
the Coca-Cola bottle in the late eighties film, "The Gods Must be
Crazy." The campesinos, of course, have never seen any other kayak
paddles, nor the craft they were designed for. Interested in where we
camefrom, they find it hard to believe that weran through the giant
waves not far upstream, | et alone that we came out of the mountains
above. They only know that wearrived heremysteriously, andassume
that we have come to retrieve the paddle. Duncan demonstrates an
eskimo roll. They are genuinely NOT impressed. Dan asks the

campesino if he wants to sell the paddle. He declines. Dan persists,
and hefinally agreesto consider. However, thereisacatch. Theman
saysthat only by acontest of "machacu," will therightful owner o the
paddle be known.

"Machacu" turnsout to be a high stakesthumb-wrestling match.

Duncan Eccleston soars off a drop on the first descent of the Rio Llushin. Photo
by Matt Terry.

Each contender must wager something o value. The winner takes
all. The campesino putsthe kayak paddie on the deck. Dan decides
to match theantewith hisown paddle. Itisatense moment. They
position their boats close. One hand is held behind the back, while
the other grasps the hand o the opponent. There is a countdown
followed by afiercestruggle. Theboatsrock back andforth, clashing
sides. Musclesflex and veins bulgeon thearmsand foreheads. Then
it is over. Dan emerges victorious. Dan gives the campesino a
generousconsolation prize. The paddleishanded over, and everyone
is happy. We examine the paddie to see if thereisanameonit. On
oned thebladesthereissomefaded | etteringwhich spellsout...."R-
a-o-u-1.”

With this, we set off paddling and fade away as quickly as we
appeared. Soon we cross into the turbid waters of the Pastaza. Our
take-out is not far away. Before dark we arrive at the defunct cable
crossing by the micro-community o SantaAna. Wearetold thereis
abusto Puyo from here and, soon enough, it arrives.

Asthelight fades away, weare off again, bouncing down aroad to
anew destination.
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destroy resources actively drawing tourists fo the region.
This area has been popular for community-based jungle
tours, and more recently, as @ world-class play boating des-
tination.

The Issues

It isunjust that the local inhabitants will not only lose
their lands, but also be denied the rewards from the gold ex-
tracted from their lands. Many of these communities oppose
theexploitation of their land and rivers.

Gold mining has not been shown to be an economically
sustainable form of industry, and conflictswith the estab-
lished tourism-based economy in the region. Mining, with
its heavy metal s pollution and Add Mine Drainage (AMD), is
associated with the contamination o land and water re-
sources. Large-scale mining and hydro development destroy
precious resources and the potential for their future passive
use.

Tourism in the upper Napo River basin has traditionally
been very important to asustainable economy in the region.
Started in the early 19707, tourism smm greaf expansion in
the 1980's. Over 23,000 touristsvisited the Amazon region
of Ecuador in 1990, and contributed more than $5,300,000
USD to the local economies. 1n 1998, the Ministry o Tour-
ism of Ecuador ranked tourism as the fourth economy in
the country, following petroleum, banana production, and

depended mm the Napo (J“ ) River for transportation, irrigation of
crops, fishing, and rlnkmgwater Thisareais popular for

forest hikes, caving, bird watehing; plant studies, nature
photography, wildlifeviewi ng dugout canoe excursions.

More recently, there has been astrong growth of
ecotourism based in rafting and kayaking on this river. In
addition to organized rafting and kayaking tours, indepen-
dent boaters visiting the Napo region contributed approxi-
mately $20,000 to the local economiesin 1999. The dam
site would destroy a prime section o whitewater which
draws many to the area.

Altogether, tourism represents asignificant portion of
the regional economy in the Ngpo province. Much o thisis
tied directly to the Nagpo River. Both mining and hydro-de-
velopment on the Napo River would adversely affect the wa:
tershed, the people, and the economy o the region. Haw-
thorn, Victoria, p.16.

What You Can Do:

The Comité Pro Ambiente Napo (C-PAN)isalocaly
based grassroots erganization; is working hard to
educate the peeple about the threats facing them, and o
find alternative ways to provide healthy and sustainable

fo the peeple i the region. E-PAN is currently it
an intensive campaign fo stop mining and hydro develop-

mer& mm the Napo River:
easevmceyour support of C-PAN in condemning the




large-scale mining development by Ascendant Exploration in the Napo basin, and
the associated damming of the Jatanyacu River by signing the petition below.

Petition:
A copy d this petition will be delivered in Spanish and English translationsto
local, regional, and national officialsin Ecuador.

Sample petition follows:

Estimado Edison Chavez Vargas; Prefecto, Napo Province:

We, undersigned, are a group of people concerned about the development of
thewater resources in Ecuador. We support the preservation o unique natural
areas for passive use and promote river-based tourism, which has been identified
asagrowing source of sustainable economy in the Oriente region.

_ Please stop the development of the gold mine on the Napo River by Ascendant
Exploration, and the associated hydroel ectric dam project upstream on the
Jatanyacu River. These projects will destroy resources, which help draw millions
o tourist dollars to the Oriente each year. These projects conflict with the estab-
lished and sustainable tourist economy in the region.

We endorse the Comité Pro Ambiente Napo (C-PAN)as an organization which
representsour interests, and whose recommendations will benefit the Napo prov-
incein planning sustainable growth for the communitiesin the area.

If the development o the gold mine must continue, please insist that Ascen-
dant Exploration will be solely responsible for total reclamation o their mine
sites, their operation will be closely supervised by independent third-party moni-
toring, and the interests of local communitieswill be protected.

If a hydroelectric project is truly necessary, please consider alternativesto
building adam on the Jatanyacu River, such asa diversion tunnel, or a different
location.

Please dowhat is right and what will be remembered as a noble and intelligent
action.

Sincerely,

N o

. Name (Please Print): Signature:

City:
E-mail (optional):
Please send me updates []yes[] no
| have been to Ecuador? [Jyes[Ino
| plan to visit Ecuador in the future? [yes[]no

State (Province): ZIP.Country:

Dugout kayaking, Rio Llushin. Morona-Santiago Province, Ecuador. Photo by Dan Dixon.

]
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kayakstore

Carbon Fiber Paddles
$155 - 5135.;

.

Whetstone- vew -
Technical Clothing for
Touring & Whitewater

888.544.9438
info@kayaksore.com

kayakstore.com

American Whitewater v November » December 2000



i l. | . _.. 1 -.J.
.. .... J...___._*.J. ..u..
myrl L -
w ._.H _..m_"..q _.._L ._.1 ﬂ..__ﬂ .____

, L_ms__“_ _=

ONISSYHD OIN . MvH 3NYHS . TI38WYD NV . 434514 3A3LS . NOSIDOY NYEHO0D

FEd0seIUEy 150U a4 AGEIgnopuUn §1 Sl “SaWoH
Busdwnr pue spio7 Ao NEIpUUS) asesag
ans ung Buo fq seoueieadde oalwe) enads
Uy pUe 1583 WN0G Byl pue exuame u Guneogq
MY IARM JUABJY AnSSEW S eanuojy Buyns
fupnpou saousnbas Looe asnoWEWo
jwnuowsapued peqolb dois o) edel ey ‘sededse
Burer-yieasg pue SUOTEOLUDD .o -
[EIug ‘seseyD ansndi psauas |
€ U] ‘BUags Usiinep i) Pullyeq
PULLLSISEL B0U] S} U0 W1 0Jaz
BML [UN = ] FEM DUOM JO YULIQ 24 WD
S12j33] Puow 3y Y dois ved s0sy
ino Ajuwo pue ‘Buyio Loes |suiebe
ssamodiadns Guneley sppom
gy bunpid 51 2uoawos Burags
LL0E) s2]SESID SNODUSLLAT] B Juah

-aud 150w 5 oy wonde ajgeddosun ayl jak wy
yekey Gulpnosa 1sow syl vy ob somy no 'S8
-Bped yaat-ybny Burrewwe pue suns Bujap-yesp

J0 Bpu (juy) Jeroepads s W uogae o Buides
.._\ -_—

...._ R

EINA0S QN3G - H3HEH IATLE , LHN0STTIA Mg 120

990 466 (viS) 131 HED A FL A T e JUNL
TN SHONYITTY 3t 3id <1501 HIWTYN 1 Sermoeosd 6 boiies
NOJ SHVAVALOIE MA, WA ST . NS . ANN3HD %908 . M18 . S350 SIHL SNIHILM
S38N1id (WY SNIYD . 0005 NYW B30 . Z3THNNT NNk . YT o MALSY ALVIE
LNINNMLEILING DNISSYHD DOIN . MyE JHVHS . TIENWD NV . H3SH 2031S 40 3500 Y 804
ONLSHIS TSNNYHOL ¥ NOSIODY NI tims RRENTS
@ SIS AZHNON N OvE . | F
- /| W
LGN pEeaLEs JAs mUsADe sapeJantsew ajge

-ASRBQUN PUE SJUNIS SUBSUI JO ING] PUWILM B 1D
JAmalA BUL 3EY S 0Jsy uonde asay) (uswbas 1589
2 jo Bunwyy sy Buunp Guweaw aiam am Buy)
MUD BU) S UYM) © ON [RUUBYY) LB passed

W [UN |[BUUeYD 0] PuueyD woy Bupng

Lok ¥E2uq B sn anb

05 "Wy By} J0) YIpd SHES U} O | 4OM O} pey

wpwe=n @0 (NG ‘Bungon juowwos u aney
e S DUy BRUY) F534) 0P JEUAN

e o ssuut siy | Buypped jou)

SADY 150| S1Y JO) SO0 (J00S 295,
aij o) Bunpreas ‘158 pue
Aneag) geqdwe”) Ue[] pue "usLwiom
PUE SSAEM ‘SIIE] JIEM J3AD JlEsLUIY
SMOIU) (ST JSABN MOLIGWO|

b wsRUNS sunig Buwung

G001 mys14 anelS |SMES NEDUS
-Bay siy jog upaua g0y axe) am) puabial pajgey

2y o 2uop Jaaa uawbas Bupped Bugeasal
150U AU U vorpe o) sceay (Aeq ayding shapeq
1580 SPped "MNZ Loqessd() UoSIPRY UBLGD

pazls uJded 5] Bupyikieng. _—.T_ JE:; oAL,
WU LR (O SIS BML
Jpedoioa Jahg ghgn glrow _
xu..mﬂ__.._.m,._.m o _.__”_.”ﬂ.h_”_ T noyiin, <, _*Jt. __.,+ 1
by A k.ptr.........r_..-...\..‘ - . _




— CASCADE
<

than some of the mmn wail-model type hals you've been lusting after? You bet.
yer driver or some g.d. fashion stave? You have the right to help lower the risk of death or serious injury,
wn. (It's right there in the Constitution...somewhere...we think.} Exercise that right with Cascade.

*

. |
i CARCIRL, WIFR
JULLIRTSIgS B g TEY

it i il
T -
a3

-
J R =
= -

l.._"'.n""l' 4 .
il b"""’
" TR T R
—_—g ,ﬁ_ =
SPORT HELMETS, INC. _ L
BOD-537-1702

FEE-443-1471
oy, w ey bEEE Te  TE D




American Whitewater NGUF  November  December 2000




BETLER THAN THEREST. CHERFEF ZHaM BRAIN GURRERY.

gL ! !‘- v . The 54 Minute Yideo includes:
< » An extensive flexibility session
2 &uj:mselrtmm—umwrkout

To order CALL Hantahala Outdoor Center * I-ﬂﬂﬂ 367-3521

(www.noc.com/store.htm)

NEW PRlCES on these “Cutting edge mnstruction . .. Re-live Lthe
ESSENTIAL VIDEOS from that never gets old". MadnessT”
%’w waterworks heAdvent f
SR ESSENTIAL eAdventures
o productions, Inc saSSENTIAL JO-INYUTAH
Bonesteel Films, Inc @ $29.95 $24.95
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To surf the world
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The new radical rodeo kayak from Riots
J [ine-up New colours new graphucs
and new urmatched performance
Avaylable in limited guantities starting
July 4 to celshrate our Lrdepeftlance

Fast - For big green waves
Slicy - for effortless flatwater ends
Retentive - for multiple cartwheels
Comfortable = who wants foot pain
Radical - for unbelievable moves
Predictable - for longer rides
slip System - for loosest spins

Fins - for defined carving Length TI0' Width 24 wwn riotkayaks.com Tel (514) 931 03 86
D3 seat - for irstant adystability  Volume 48 gal Paddler Wr B-1T00bs ooy pectosd s protstype. Some ohangss may b mas o0 The modecion mode




by Shelby D.
Johnson

For Jonna, Pam,
Stacy, Natalie and
Belinda - letting boys
be boys

It has been two days since
we left the poison ivy infested
terrain, and the itch hasstarted on
my right ankle. Funny though, because

I don't careat all. If theitchisthe price ]
-up it would be
quick gauge check showed Richland at -

of the clarity of my soul and my bright

outlook on life, | consider it a bargain. _
- six feet and rising!

In those crisp moments during the run,
the pure focus was as intense as any |
have experienced.

When | moved to Little Rock a little
over ayear ago | thought it unlikely that
| would ever be ableto return to Beech
Creek. Thechancesdf havinga runable
level, enough daylight, and the right
group al at the same time are pretty
dim. Saturday, May 27, 2000 turned
out to be one of those days.

It was Memorial Day weekend and
many Arkansas paddlers had made the
pilgrimage to the Ocoeefor a three-day
weekend o boating. The folks who
stayed home never expected high runs
so late in the season, but sureenough a
front camethrough latethat Friday and
unloaded! | had gone to bed around
10:00that night after seeingtheweather
report. Itshowed afrontcomingthrough
but there didn't seem to be much rain
involved. Somewherein thewee hours
of the morning the right combination of
juicy gulf moisture, high dew points,
and lift occurred just east of Red Star
and thingsstarted to transpire. | woke
up around 6:00 that morning and
thought | would check theon-linegauges
to see if there might be a chance of
going boating. If anything might come

Richland. A

The processors
shifted intowarpspeedas| began calcu-
lating rainfall totals, comparing radar
images against precipitation data, and
figuring out who to call.

| got onthe phonewith Andy Judkins,
and without even recognizingeach other
by nameour conversation went likethis.
“Hey, Richland isat six feet and coming
up." “Dude the Buffalo is at eleven
feet-Beech Creek man!" To heck with
Richland, we had a shot at one of the
premier creek runsinthecentral United
States.

A full two and half-hours later |
rounded the corner and eased down to
the Beech Creek Bridgeand pulled over
tothesideof theroad justintimeto see
Andy and Steve McBee pullingin from
the other direction. Weall jumped out
d the cars at about the same time and
went speeding down toward the gauge
likeseven year oldsjust turned loose on
an Easter Egg hunt.

The creek was chock full of wood,
debris, and chunks. Andy and | com-
mented on the high level, and observed
that it was either surging or still coming
up. Steve had never done the run and

didn't haveaframe o referencefor the |

leved but could easily tell from our de-

meanor that he was
in for a ride. We
watched for a little
bit longer asthe water
bashed and crashed
against the concrete
bridge supports. The
gaugewaseither underwa-
ter or gone. We al peed.
We parked the carsand be-
ar to ready our gear. | ques-
tioned both Andy and Steve in

1~ their boat selection as they both had
—Mr. Cleansontheshuttlerig. Andysaid,

"It's the only boat we have right now."
He mentioned that Bob Brewer wasen-
route and that he thought Zen Bolden
was coming too. Seconds later Bob
pulled upand got outtotakealook. The
expression on Bob's facetold thewhole
story. Grinning from ear to ear he
jumped out of thetruck and said, "L ooks
big." Whilewewaitedaroundfor Zento
show up, the river continued to rise.
Rain continued to fal at a steady rate.
We could only imaginethat asurgewas
till up in the canyon somewhere, given
the rain still coming down. It seemed
like an hour-long wait but Zen finally
pulled in at the bridge. Minutes later
everything wasloaded into Andy's truck
and we were headed up Cave Mountain
road to the put-in.

Luckily, Andy'sgirlfriend, Stacy, was
around to drive the truck back to the
take-out, allowing us time for another
run after Beech. Thelast thing wetold
Stacy before starting the hike down to
the river was that we should be at the
take-out by 3:00 or earlier. We waved
good-bye and thanked her for running
shuttle, then began the hike.

With boats in tow, we waded waist
deepthrough an overgrown pasture. At
the other side we picked up an old
logging road which headed toward the
creek. The old road hadn't seen any
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careinacoupledf yearsand wasterribly
obstructed with briers, black berry
thorns, and poison ivy. After much
cursing and a bit of misdirection we
finally started the steep descent to the
canyon bottom. The intensity of the
roar grew aswe approached the creek.
With all the late spring growth it wasn't
until we were right at the bank that we
could actually see the creek. Thelush
greenery crowding the banks would
make the run even more challenging.

Only Bob, Andy and myself had done
thecreek before and none of usremem-
bered previous runsbeingthishigh. We
took afew minutesto collect ourselves,
then trudged along theshorefor aquick
look at Wake Up. Wake Upisthefirst
rapid and represents one of the only
runs in Arkansas where you scout the
put-int  We hiked our way around the
brush to a point below the drop so that
wecould seeitwel. Thedrop wasonly
about five feet tall into a smiling hole
collapsing back into itself. Everything
within15feet of the hole wasa massive
boil and bothsidesd the pool contained
recirculating eddies feeding right back
into the bowels of the hydraulic. Run-
ning Wake Up at a high level would
make for a grim start.

We spent a few more minutes gazing
at the hole, psyching ourselves up be-
foreheadingfor theboats. Andy wason
in quick fashion and sat in a river left
eddy. | pulled out and eddied just below
him. 1zeroed out my fun meter, checked
my senses, and then peeled out for the
drop. | aimed right for the gut and took
as many deep water strokesas | could
right up to the lip and then slammed
facefirst into the back side of the hole,
dug deep, and pulled through. Andy
followed next and wasal soableto punch
right through. Theothersalso madethe
move right down the gut and dug out—
except for Bob. He mustered some
good strokes in the launch but the hole
just wasn't satisfied tolet usall through
without incident. Bob hung tough and
surfed on a low brace for a long time.
Stud that he was, after a minute or two
the hole gave up and let our only C1-er
out of itsgrasp. Everyone shouted with
excitement as he came clean and the
grin on Bob's face wasclassic. You've
seen it before, the expression that says,
"Yeah, | know I just got away withone."

Thefirst mileof the run isknown as
the Jungle Gym. It's a hodgepodge of

mi_'!lF.['_,-

d

tightly-packeddropswithvey few pools.
With Beech Creek roaring its way
through the trees, we had to stop and
scout twiceinthissection. Itwasat this
point, inoned theeddies, that | remem-
ber Andy saying thiswasa seriouslevel.
We both knew it and so did Bob. Zen
and Steveknew ittoo, eventhough they
hadn't seen the river before.

Near the end of thissection sitsa big
bluff onriver right withthe only sizeable
pool inthetop section of thecreek. We
al collected there and talked for a bit
about watching each other carefully,
taking our time, and making sure every-
onewasstayingingoodshape. Bobwas
a little worried about not doing so well
in the first section but we knew he was
in asgood of shape astherest of us. |
felt like he was superhuman to begin
with—ya know, hdf the paddle, twice
the man.

Onefrustrating thing about thecreek
was that low-hanging broadleaf trees
occluded one's view in many rapids
wherevision wasimportant. Thewater
was running so fast that it threw off our
timing, and what few eddies we could
find had squirrelly water on both endsor
wereupinthetrees. Nodoubt about it,
we had jumped on one roaring creek
and it wastimeto put on the gameface.

A little below this big bluff, the creek
splits, with the left hdf ending in a
boulder sieve and the right side ending
inastrainer. | don't think thedrop has
a name but most know it as "the tree
rapid." A long seriesdf diagonalsfeed
around a drop to the right, then a short
straightaway into a seemingly casual
leftendsinatree. Thetreehasclaimed
more than one boat before, so | warned
everyoneabout thisdrop. Withthehigh
level | worried about new trees down
and wanted to scout. Unfortunately
Andy slipped out o the back of hiseddy
before we had the chance. | yelled
instructions to stay to the right just
before hisboat disappeared around the
corner. Afteraquick runalongthebank
revealed that Andy had made the right
line, weall got back inour boatsand ran
thedrop without further complications.

The next big drop was called Shot-
gun, but it sure looked different than |
remembered. The creek flowstowards
a big rock just right of center, with
boulder sieves on the left and the only
major flow careening behind the right
side of the boulder. After passing the

boulder, the drop picks up speed, mov-
ing past a long right side undercut and
then feeding left into a diagonal surf
wave. Itwasdefinitely Shotgun, but this
time on steroids. Next it was Door
Number Four which we also scouted.
Thisonelooked really spooky ontheleft
because the high flows gave you the
sense that one could make both door
number oneand door number two. Door
number three had atreeinitand looked
especially harmful. All of us made it
through Door Number Four justfineand
sped our way on downstream.

The rain had stopped and we were
doing fine. Then somewhere in the
section below Door Number Four, Andy
and Steve got ahead and for the first
timethegroup wasseparated. Zen, Bob
and | were making our way down when
we reached a particularly ominous hori-
zon line. | recognized it as the drop
caled Coming Home Sweet Jesus. The
rapid has a series of waves and holes
that run into a major keeper hydraulic.
Then right below the hole, the creek
smashes into two large boulders with
the only safe flow disappearing behind
theoneontheleft. A mistakeatthehole
would put you on the boulders in a bad
way. We scouted for quite a while and
couldn't believe Andy and Steve had run
straight through. Talking through dif-
ferent scenarios, we discussed the pos-
sibility that one of them might have
gottenintotroublehere. Bobhadelected
towak thetop holeat thisdrop and Zen
and | looked for a line past the hole. |f
you ended up left, a hole ride was a
certainty. Wedecidedtotry aright side
boof angled left. Whilewewent back to
the boats, Bob waited below with a
throw rope. Zen ran it perfectly as
planned and landed theeddy. | repeated
the move, then set for the peel out just
above the boulders. We both made the
move to the left without trouble, then
Bob put-on below the hole and made it
aroundtheboulder aswell. Justthenwe
heard someyellingfromdownstream. It
wasSteveand Andy. They had stopped
below and hiked back upto check on us.
It was good to see them and know they
were okay. They had boat-scouted the
drop and run it without incident. We
were al a little wigged out by thislittle
scare, but we kept moving.

Wescouted several moredrops. De-
spite the added flow in the creek, we
were all hitting our lines. When we got
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toBeech Bdl everyoneknewit. Theball
was almost completely covered up and
right behind it wasa massive hole. The
typical line through Beech Bdl is to
approach the top drop right o center,
land in the green water, and then work
left safely around the ball. Just before
his run Andy stated the obvious: "Once
you land the top drop you need to get
around the ball —Ieft or right, it doesn't
matter." Andy went right with no prob-
lem and everyone €lse followed suit.

Thegroupwasgoingstrong and start-
ing to tune into the big flow, when
McBeelead uson a not-so-normal route
on one drop. I'm not sure how, but |
turned over so fast | didn't even know
why | was upside down. | rolled to see
myself goingover another dropinwhich
| was back-endered and forced to roll
again. | collected my wits about the
sametime as Zen and Andy who | think
had thesamething happentothem. We
al had a bit o a chuckle about it aswe
headed downstream.

When Beech proper entered on the
left the volume really got big and the
waves were enormous. | knew that
somewhere below the confluence White
Lightning was waiting and boy was |
rightt The only waves I've seen that
paralleled thiswere on Wahpootsrapid
ontheSeway at 9000cfs. | had started
in the section above White Lightning
and beforel knew it, | wascommitted. |
could see enough to know it was all
clear. | didn't pauseexcept for that split
second thought of how big the hole
might be behind thefirst nine-foot wave.
Theleft and right diagonals were giving
mefitswithtwo bladesand | was certain
Bob would get clobbered in the may-
hem. | zinged down this rapid so fast |
wasal most nauseous. | wasabletoeddy
left just beforethedropended in aledge
pour-over. It wasfun to watch the rest
of the guys come down it with only the
whitesd their eyes showing at the tops
of the big crests. Everyone else was
setting up to eddy left aswell, and then
Bob poppedinto view. Hewasworking
thehell out o that singlepaddle. Itwas
awesome to see and you could tell he
was wearing thin when he realized that
hewastoo late to eddy before the pour-
over. Hehitit just right of center. From
the upstream eddy we could see both of
hisends, asingleblade, then helmet and
body all tumble atimeor two. Then he
washed out upright like it had been no

e
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['big deal. Bob eddied right, grinned,

then motioned therest o ustowardthe
correct line on the right.

Beech Falls was next on the list.
Everyoneel seeddied ontheright above
thefallsto scout whilel eddied left and
scouted down that side. We all made
our way downstreamto get agood view
o the falls before running it. It was
magical! Thefallswere roaring, larger
than | had ever seen them. | had
thought on theway down that theright
side rooster tail might be covered up,
but even at this level it was clearly
there. Over on the right shore, Zen
pointed to where the grass and other
brush was bent over downstream and
therockswashed clean. Itwasaspot at
least five feet above the current water
linel Ashighasit was, we redlized that
Beech Creek had just peaked at an even
more insane level.

The line at the falls was till the
same, and | managed without trouble
even though the hole below was much
bigger. Andy came next and made it
look easy. However, Steve McBee
wasn't quitesolucky. Ashe passed the
rock he crashed semi-sideways into
whatever makes the rooster tail. It
knocked Steve silly, | guess, and he
turned over and washed around below
then finally rolled up. We figured he
was hurt for sure, but he signaled that
everything was okay. Zen made a
flawless performance while Bob por-
taged on the right.

Below the falls, the creek gives a
paddler theimpressionthatitisslowing
down, then pullstherug out from under
you. The next thing you know you are
backindeepdukey. Atleastthat's what
Steve thought as he ended up upside
down broached sideways on an S-turn
drop. He kept his wits about him and
madeit off and everyone was thankful.
The incident at the falls made Steve
begin to struggle and it was showing.

In the last section o the creek lurks
another danger: seriousundercuts. One
spot which had tried to eat Wade
Colewell a few years ago found new
fodder on thistrip. The river left bluff
arches straight out and up into a mas-
sively undercut rock. At the very bot-
tom the low ceiling reveals splintered
chunks o tree limbs and other wood
lodged inits mouth. Somehow McBee
turned over in the drop above and
washed straight toward the undercut.

Before we knew it he was broadsideon
the woodpile. It was a wonder some-
thing didn't catch his life jacket and
snaghimthere. Hestayedintact, though,
and washed out upside down before
managing to roll up. Helooked a little
blue-lipped but was otherwise fine.

Theundercut rapid wasthelastof the
significant drops. We pulled out for a
short break shortly after and someone
informed us that it was already four
o'clock. Andy knew that Stacy wouldbe
worriedsick sinceweweremorethanan
hour late so wegot back ontheriver. A
short time later we made it to the take-
out without incident.

Either the gauge has been washed
away or the park service removed it.
Whichever the case may be, we had no
way of knowingthewater level. | knew
for certain that it was still higher than
my previousruns. | found arock onthe
bank then floated over and etched the
waterlevel onto the bridge piling just to
makesuresomethingwasrecorded. I'm
anxiousto return and see how high that
mark lies.

Sure enough, Stacy wasworried and
really glad to see Andy. Back at the
Boxley Bridge we circled the wagons
oncemoretoload gear and get ready for
thereturntrip. Timewasn't on our side
and there wouldn't be enough daylight
left to make another run—besides ev-
eryonewastootired to even think about
it. We were al just so happy to have
caught thiscreek at the right level that
we didn't feel the need to add to the
day's experience. | told Belinda later
that night how thankful | was that |
hadn't headed eastfortheOcoee. Inten
orsoyearsd paddlingitwasthesecond
time I've ever run Beech Creek.

Author's Note: Beech Creek is a
ClassIV+ creek in northwest Arkansas.
It flows into the upper portion o the
Buffalo National River near Boxley. For
thosewho have had thefortune o doing
both, the character o the creek has
been compared to the Upper Y ough.
The run is scarcely done because the
required rainfall rarely fallsin the right
places. Insomeyearsit isn't paddlied at
al. The author has been attempting to
catch this run for over six yearsand in
that time has only succeeded twice.
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O lamur

In Nepal, getting to and from the river is half the fun!

By Whit Deschner



American citizens i be

extremely cautious when traveling overland in
Nepal, especially by bus. In general, roadsarein
very poor condition and lack basic safety fea-
tures. Many mountainand hill roadsareimpass-
able during monsoon season (June-September)
due to landslides, and are very hazardous even in the best
weather. Avoid travel on night buses - fata/ accidents are
frequent. In the Kathmandu valley, roadsare congested. Not
only istrafficbadly regulated, the volume of vehicleson the
roads is increasing by 15 percent a year. Many drivers are
neither properly licensed nor trained. Vehicles are poorly
maintained. Sidewal ksandpedestrian crossingsarenonexist-
entinmost areas, and driversdo not yieldthe right-of-wayto
pedestrians. Ofthe 4,500 traffic-relateddeathsin 1997, fwo-

thirds were pedestrians.
— Posted on the US Department of State web site

Originaly, four of us were haphazardly planning to run the
Tamur; Rob Lesser, Guy Baker, Dave Manby and myself: leftovers
from aKarnali descent. On the Karnali I'd noted differences between
these personalities. It waslike three people going to watch a hockey
gamefor their ownvariousreasons: Guy toanticipate thefights, Dave
towatch the hockey and, Rob to see a zamboni. Just the manner in
which these three dressed pronounced the gulf between them. Guy,
styled himself with wrap around yellow sunglasses and had various
subdivisions o his body perforated with jewelry. He looked so much
likeamodel that on hisvisaapplication he'd simply torn alook-alike
picture from a magazine ad and pasted it on the photo blank. Dave
bedecked himself in a multicolored patched sports jacket I'd had
tailored for him ten years before in Turkey. To complement this
anticomplementary attire he'd found a likewise patchwork pair of
shorts. Rob dressed in Patagonia right down to skivvies and socks.
That was our lineup: two variously eccentric Englishmen, an all
American boy, (and, myselfwhoworeacol or uncoordinated Goodwill
outfit; yellow tag special; Oct. 21, 1997). If the descent of the Tamur
proved inadequate entertainment, surely hanging out with these
paddling anomalies would fill the void.

The river itself drains Kanchenjunga— whichis realy the high-
est mountain intheworld, but sinceit isso hard to pronouncenoone
admitsit. It would be a descent from vertical to horizontal geology;
from mountain air to the stench of burning garbage; from Buddhist
to Hindu influence; from frosty nightsto baking temperatures; from
yakstowater buffalo; from chickensto ducks. Word of mouth pegged
itas"oned thebest whitewater runsintheworld," ad nauseam. Five
daysworth (whitewater,not nauseam). During our descent | planned
on seeing the backs of al three of these better-than-me paddlers
being trashed in holes that | hopefully could avoid. But such wasn't
tobe. Duringanungodly waitinlineatthe permit officein Kathmandu,
Dave and Guy wandered off, only to learn of a mutated German
rumor, that, because of low water, the Tamur had been demoted toa
Class IIL. But what | think happened was the two wiener schnitzels
who had just come from the river couldn't count past three in any
other language (likemyself). In any case, onthespur of thesecond—
and for the first time since being together, Rob, Dave and Guy all
agreed on onething: They hadn't traveled to Nepal to dawdlein Class
I11. They changed their permits for the Marsyandi. Stoically, | stuck
tomy guns. My heart wasset onthe Tamur. And if the Tamur really
was class drei then | certainly didn't haveto think zwel times about
an eins-person descent.

With my hiking permitin hand, | headed back to
my hotel and contemplated the obstacles: | had to
quickly learn some Nepali— awritten language that
lookslikesomething stuck and bakedinalaser printer.
Thusspoken, itwasall stuck and baked gobbledegook
to me, which wasn't going to help me shuttling my
kayak between taxisand busses, notto mention having
to hire porters.

My second worry wasthat thetrip wasn't exactly legal. Although
the Tamur was slated to go commercial in '98, that didn't mean the
doorwas openfor private partieslike myself todescend it. My rubber-
stamped piece of paper allowed meto hiketo the river —and back. It
didn't say | could run the river. Butitdidn't say | couldn't run the
river either. Actually, if | really wanted to play by arbitrary rules, what
| needed was a costly expedition permit, yet on the other slighting
hand, no private party had beenturnedaway fromtheriver (orat least
had been caught). Asan American | never was good at interpreting
legal grey matterssuch asthis (which probably explainswhy so many
confused Americans own so many guns).

| imagined the conversation | might have with the police at
checkpoints.

POLICE: So you are hiking from Basantapur to Dobhan.

ME Yes

POLICE: And back.

ME: Yes

POLICE: With a boat?

ME: What boat?Oh that! Well, I'll begosh darned. | hadn't noticed
| accidentally packed it.

POLICE: Ha! You crazy westerners! Alwayskidding around. Hope
you've also accidentally packed loads of baksheesh.

Soas| got closer to my hotel, | began thinking it might be nice
to share some o this misery with company. And, if someone did
accompany methen therewouldn't be the mystery surrounding any
accidental death | might suffer yielding headlines that might read:

ENIGMA OF LONE BOATER'S DEATH DEEPENS
Kayaker's Patagonia shorts found on waterbuffalo near Bay of
Bengal.

....Whichwould really beamystery because | don'twear anything
Patagonia. | can't afford it. Not even factory seconds. Haveyou ever
priced that stuff?

So on the off chance that | could find another pariah kayaker
looking for atrip, | stopped into the Equator Expeditions officeand
told Pauline Sanderson, co-owner, that | wasleaving the next day for
the Tamur and if she knew of anyonewho wanted to do it, they were
welcome to join me.

Ten minutes later there was a knock on my hotel door. It was
Pauline. She informed me she was joining me. | began to stammer.

"You did say anyone," she said.

"But...”

"That won't be an issue," she explained, "I'm married."

| began to stutter.

"I'm aClassIII boater but | can hang onin ClassIV. Anyway, that
won't be an issue either sinceit'll only be Class1II... Please let me
come, | haven't had a break in two months.... T'll get usto and from
the river if you can get me down it."

| began to sputter.

Shecontinued:"1'm alsoan ex-lawyer. | cantake cared any lega
mattersthat arise, like reducing our death sentences tolifein prison
for paddling a river that we aren't necessarily supposed to be on."

| began to think. "You'll be ready tomorrow?"

"By dl means."

We shook handsand | began to pack.

Half-an-hour later | was ready.

With nothing to do but wait | began wandering around Thamel,
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one of Kathmandu's tumors and hitching post for
budget travelers. My first time around to Nepd on
original tread was in 1979. | remembered a short
conversation | had on a hotel roof with anot sc fellow
American from Brooklyn who had just arrived to both
Nepal and the hotel roof. He was fresh out of Peace
Corps training and quickly into our conversation |
asked, "Let meget thisstraight; you're fromBrooklyn
and you've cometotell these people how tolive?' For somereason he
immediately stopped talking to me. In any case, sevenyearsworth o
later | held him personally responsible for the change that had come
to the country, so much so that | swore I'd never visit Nepal again...

But if what happened between '79 and '86 was profound change;
the transpiration between '86 and '97 was radical mutation— espe-
cially in Thamel. The district had gone vertical. Sun-drenched tea
gardens were all but extinct and what few outdoor restaurants that
hadn't been built over now lay inthemultistory cold shadows of those
which had. Another metamorphose was the handicrafts. Not that
Kathmandu was ever handicraft deficient, but the quality of crafts
had vastly improved. For example, localy knitted wool sweaters no
longer contained manure and seedsthat if watered would sprout and
grow to maturity — seeds that you could get hung for in Singapore.

Communication, too, had improved. Before, phoning anyone
was like trying to connect with life on distant planets. But now, in
every office | passed, | saw computer after computer. Today, the
information age is leveling the playing field, making it possible for
hormone-crazed eleven year-old Nepali boysto surf theweband ogle
the same naked women that American boysloose their sight over.

However, of all the change, the population increase snatched the
cake. But wanting to be optimistic and letting all these people have
opportunitiesin life (despitethetraffic jamsthey will haveto endure
to get to their opportunities) | began noting job openings.

Population control expert. Job description: Must be ableto feign
population control but not actually control it as that would quickly
eliminate job.

Dogcatcher. Job description: Catchanddestroy al dogs. Benefits:
Will be able to work from your home.

Trash collector. Job description: Must be able to identify trash.
Translating language trash was written in is not necessary but will
add hours dof enjoyment to the job.

Heavy load long shifter. Job description: Must be able to pick up
large objectswith penisinfront of tourists. Females need not apply.

Proof reader. Job description: Must beabletocorrectly spell items
on menussuch as "frid igs."

Etiquetteschool for Israeli tourists. Job description: Must teach
Israelis notions of queues and politeness. Job comes with lifetime
supply of acohol.

Yetd all theseopportunities, thelatest fadwastheonethat Nepal
hardly needed any more of: hucksters selling raft trips. You could
hardly eat ameal or check into a hotel without being harassed. Even
thefree-lancerson thestreet sold them. Inawhispering contraband
tonethey asked: "Youwishto buy raftingtrip?l havegood raftingtrip
for you. No? Change money?How about my sister? No?Marijuana?
Tiger Bam?"

Because o its popularity, rafting now pumps more money into
thelocal economy than tiger balm sales. Because of rafting, Nepd is
one o the few Asian economies whose currency did not recently
collapse—a startling fact that | just made up. Yet because of this
popularity, the Sun Kosi, the Marsyandi, the Kai Gandaki, and the
Seti are now so overrun that their white sandy beaches have become
what sandboxes are to cats. Fortunately, the monsoons cleanse the
riverseachyear, washingall garbagesafely out of sight intotheplains
of India. OK, soyou detect atone df sarcasm, but if something isn't
said then what's to stop Disney from coming in and purchasing the
entire country?

The next afternoon, after shuttling our kayaksto the bus station
and lashing them aloft our bus, we boarded, and sitting in the seats

behind the driver's cage that Pauline had specifically
reserved, | commented, "You call thesethe best seats?"

"Absolutely." She said, "Look at our leg room!"

"Doyou sit in thefront row at horror shows?"

Moments|later our driver swaggered aboard, and
slipping onapair of thin leather Italian driving gloves,
he gazed out over us mortal passengers as if he was
Beelzebub observing a new batch of arrivals. After a
condescending "huuuh!" heshuffled into hisseat, tested thesteering
wheel, started, raced and blew the clinkersfrom the exhaust, grabbed
theshift knob and, asif enteringamortal combat with theengine, he
jammed the shift forward and popped his foot off the clutch. From
that moment on we never sowed and Dharan, our interim destina-
tion, became like a distant planet, its gravitational pull speeding us
forward at an ever-increasing pace. The only problem wastherewere
approximately two-thousand hairpin corners and fifteen hours be-
tween usand Dharan.

Pauline, quick to notice my concern said, "Don't worry, if hewas
a bad driver he wouldn't be here now. He'd be dead.”

"What if it's hisfirst time?"

"But just look at him!" She marveled, "He seemsto know exactly
what he's doing.”

"What? Passing on blind corners?"

"Maybe he's psychic. Maybe he knows no one is
com...Jes...Ahhh!...That was close! I, um, don't think he's psychic
after al.”

Worse still, that evening— thanks to el nino—it grew dark. |
thought night might help B'bub discern oncoming headlightsaround
blind corners, but this didn't happen. | told Pauline, once a good
Catholic, to dust off her saints, while | went to work invoking every
deity from every religion | could think of. "Please Gods," | prayed, "I
don't care how hard the Tamur is, just get meto it dive."

In terrifying time, the divinities delivered us temporarily from
evil onto the blessed flat terai, and there, we switched drivers. Of
coursel didn't identify theother driver until hesat inthedriver's seat.
Up until then he'd been a: General busgo-for. Job description: Must
occasionally bossconductor around to show superiority. Must beable
to engagedriver in stimul ating conversation, distracting driver from
minor annoyanceslike oncomingvehicles. Also must beableto climb
out of moving bus up onto roof to pilfer passengers' bags without
being swept off roof while bus passes under low tree branches. High
count d hormones required.

B'bub fell quickly asleep on the engine cowling, leaving our new
driver aone at the helm, merrily grinding gears. The road was
cornerlessand at first it appeared our new man lacked a death wish.
| balanced on the edge of sleep for the next few hours. | might even
have dipped into red sleep if the seats hadn't felt like they were
chiseled out of granite. Once, shifting positionsto let another part of
my body takeaturn at going numb, | cracked open an eye, only to see
the driver's head nod down then jerk up. | bolted upright, but | was
somewhat relieved when hewoke himself thoroughly by opening the
window, standing, and poking hishead and shouldersintothe rush of
night air.

Concerned, | stayed avake. Ashort while later hesat back, raced
thebustoanew land speed record, popped theengineintoneutral and
began coasting. Asthe bussowed, so did the driver's consciousness.
At about fifteen milesan hour, his head slumped once more; around
five hetwitched back awake. | contemplated waking Pauline, but she
looked so peaceful and | didn't want todisturb her. Besides, | thought,
just like B'bub, thisdriver can't beall that bad since he too remains
alive. Surely he knowswhat he's doing....

After three or so similar bursts of speed and some quick cat naps
he stood once more and thrust his head out the window. But this
didn't last long. Soon he reverted to his coasting nano-naps. |
thought: "Maybe | should go talk to him." But if | could navigate
around the cageand lean over the more permanently sleeping B'bub,
what would | say to the driver?If | tapped him on the shoul der maybe
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I'd scarethebejabbers out of himand cause ustowreck.
Again | debated waking Pauline. Maybe he'd like her
tapping him on the shoulder instead. After al, she
could at least say something to him in Nepali.

The driver raced the bus once more, this time
almost heroically. Gazing behind me, | took inventory
of the other passengers. No onewas awake; no onewas
concerned. So, | thought, why should | worry?I turned
around and my heart tried leaping out o its rib cage. I've never
known such terror. In my forward-attention's absencel had become
the last person awake on the bus. The driver was sagged over the
wheel, fast adeep. | wished desperately to close my eyestoo, but there
wasn'tenough lidtostretchacrossthebulgesd my eyeballsthat now
probably looked more like pickled onions. A tree we should have
passed on the right swept in then out of our headlights and, as it
brushed past onour left, we plunged offthe shoul der down aten-foot
bank and, in the middle of acountry that boaststhe highest moun-
tainson earth, we landed...in aswamp.

Theimpact threw Paulineintothedriver's cage—which probably
knocked him awake. It certainly woke Pauline. Asthe busjarred toa
stopinadissonanced noise, therewerestaccatoscreamsandaburst
o hissing steam from the engine.

Thedriver shook hishead and, when he turned and | could study
hisface, | swear he looked content. His expression read; "I just beat
my old record by twenty minutes!" | thought B'bub, whowasextract-
ing himself from the dashboard, would be livid, but he said nothing,
not even"Why'dyou do that you knucklehead?" | turnedtolook at the
passengers. Their faceswere blank slates. Obvioudly, here, bus driv-
ersfalling asleep is purely providence. In Americathiswreck would
have been a gold mine. Besides Pauline's head, which had started to
bleed, therewere, miraculously, noother injuries. Butin Americawe
could have dl sued for emotional traumaand collected millions for
the rest of our lives, living happily ever after. But not in Nepal. We
weren't even given refunds. And, we were about to be wading knee-
deep in a swamp just to get back to the road.

Asl climbed ontothebusroof and untied our kayaksand gear, our
driver joined meand undid acouple o benches. These he threw into
the water, placing them end to end for the passengers to walk on.
Although the benches were oriented towards the road they were
thirty feet short of dry land and were nothing but agangplank into a
swamp—a swamp that made all others I'd been in impostors. This
swamp wasa pathogen convention center. Yelowfever and malaria
mosquitoes were probably the least fiendish of the evil forces breed-
ing there. Thewater was brown and soupy and filled with leeches. It
smelled likea pile of athletic socksin need of awash.

I'nthe meantimeother bussesstopped, both east and west bound,
giving usachoiceof continuingor returning. Aswereached theroad
neither Paulineor | could decideif thewreck wasagood or bad omen.
Was her wound a small but necessary blood sacrifice? Or wasit just
aharbinger d bigger injuriesto come?

After dressing the cut with iodine, | dug out her helmet and said,
"Here, seeif thisstill fits."

"Why didn't you suggest thisa half an hour ago?' she asked.

"Becauseyour head wasn't swollen then. Besides, | didn't want to
wake you."

Pauline nursed the helmet over her cut.

Snuggled in place, she shrugged and said, "It'll work: Shall we
continue?"

We loaded our gear onto an eastbound bus and took residence,
thistime, in the very rear.

Wearrived in Dharanat fiveA.M.—aheed of schedule. Despitethe
early hour, the street was a hive of activity. We carried our kayaks a
block to the Basantapur bus. This buswasshorter and more beat-up
than our crashed bus—before it crashed. On its side was painted,
"Swastika Travels." A man sold us tickets from a booth that looked
like a Punch and Judy theater. We requested sanctuary in the rear.

It wasstill dark whenwe left. The engine struggled aswe headed

back into the mountains. The bus was jammed. Al-
though | couldn't see our driver | did try monitoring
hisactivity. But over the drone of passenger chatter,
it wasimpossible to distinguish what hewasup to. As
far as | could tell, both the brake and throttle pedals
were reneging on their responsibilities. At best all
they seemed to be doing was changing the whine of
our forward momentum. Asweinched uphill, gravity
became thisvehicle's worst enemy: downhill, | knew it would become
ours. But | was gun-shy and needn't have worried. Whoever was
behind the wheel kept ussecurely on the road.

Dawn cameand | charted our progresson amap that Marco Polo
must have transcribed in his feebleminded old age. After four hours
o jolting, both the road and our speed diminished. We went from
about four miles per hour to four hours per mile. Although riding a
bucking bronco would have been far more relaxing, | still wasn't
complaining about the driver. Even though the road completely
disappeared at times, he kept the buswherethe road wassupposed to
be. Good old Swastika Travels. They only hire the best.

After leaving Kathmandu— twenty-two hours, three bus rides
and one bus crash later, we findly arrived in Basantapur. Porters
swarmed our equipment. | was glad | had Pauline, for it was her
responsibility to pick three competent portersfor our three day walk
totheriver. I didn't envy her, butadeal wasadeal. My job, getting her
downaneasy ClassIII river, would beacinch. | watched her, thinking
she might conduct job interviews. But, instead, she had the look of
awoman on ashopping spree. Sweeping her gazethrough the crowd
she announced, "You, you and you."

| was stunned. "What'swaswrong with the guy already holding
my boat?' | wanted to know.

"He's not very nice."

"And that one clutching our bag?"

"He'd rob us."

"And that one?"

"Lazy."

"Then why these three?"

"They're friendly."

"How can you tell?"

"l just can. Don't question me."

Their names were Dopasaan, Lockman, and Tegand if they were
friendly, | couldn't tell. In fact, Teg, a dead ringer for Peter Lorre,
looked like he would be more adept at serial killing than portering.
But whether Pauline's snap judgment was sixth sense or pure luck,
it didn't matter. For our march to the river, we couldn't have had
better companions.

Thewalk traversed along ridge topsthrough meadowsand inand
out o rhododendron forests. The first morning Lockman woke usat
six-thirty and insisted we get up. Weinsisted on sleepingsome more.
Five minutes later he returned with acup of tea. Thistime, grumpy
butsubservient, wecomplied to hiswishes, rose, ate and steppedfrom
our teahouse. Awaiting uswasacrystal clear panoramacdf Himalayas;
Everest to the west, Kanchenjunga on the east—and awhole lot of
mal content geology in-between. An hour later, while wewould have
otherwisestill been asleep, the mountains dissolved into the mists.

Aswe hiked | began brushing up on the essential Nepali words
that I'd learned when I'd visited the country before. These were;
Hello, good-bye, dahl bat, fast, very, good, how much and, boat—all
thewordsakayaker needs to know. With theseyou can fabricate such
key phrases as.

Dahl bat fast good-bye. Meaning: Quick! Where the heck's the
outhouse?

Boat very fast good-bye? —Is the river hard?

How much hello good-byes? —How many children do you have?
Once | tried constructing a question that included every Nepali
word | knew, feeling that in doing so | would be regarded as an
extremely learned and sophisticated person. Unable to understand
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theresponse | received | asked Paulinewith her limited
but-knew-more-than-me Nepali totranslate. Shesaid:
"The old man says that it wouldn't be compromising
your intelligence to cal you a moron."

Often wewereasked if wewere married. Instead of
letting this slide Pauline would thoroughly baffle any-
one foolish enough to ask by explaining that she was
married, but, pointing to me, | wasn't her husband.

Her answer aways faled to parry off the next
question: "How many children do you have?'

When wetold them, " none" they would offer usachild or twoin
consolation.

On the third morning we finaly saw the Tamur. We were still
about 1,500 feet aboveit, yet even from our altitude the river looked
white. Funny, | thought, all these years of kayaking and this hasn't
happened before. Never hasa Class 111 looked so consistently white
from thishigh up! The other item bothering me wasthat the valley
seemed too steep to contain a runnabl e river.

Aswe dropped down | reckoned I'd at least see straight routes
through the white, but the more we descended the wilder the river
seemed. At Dhoban—and river levd —I knew there had been a
serious communication breakdown. But had it been in the rusty
German/English translation, or had Pauline mistakenly instructed
our portersto take usto thewrong Dhoban?

At a teahouse we ordered dahl bat, and Pauline asked, "What's
wrong with you?"

"Nothing." | lied.

"You sure have become awfully quiet."

A plate full of steaming dahl bat that challenged my lack of
appetite quickly betrayed my apprehension. | wasn't alone though:
Pauline's plate also went uneaten.

Still, we pretended nothing was wrong. Teg, Lockman and
Dopasaan carried our gear and boats to the river's edge. They too
sensed our apprehension because after we had settled up with them,
tipping them handsomely, they stuck around, hoping, I'm sure for
the opportunity to carry our boats back to Basantapur. Aswe peeled
outintothecurrent | noted thecommunal look onour porters' faces:
It must have been the same one friends and relatives wore as the
Titanic pulled away from the wharf.

Asfor the run, I'll say this: The Tamur is not, never was, and
never will beaClassIIi. Andit's especialy not aClassIII thefirst day.
Not that the river ever rated over IV+, just that the consequences of
screwing up and loosing a boat or paddle were painfully obvious.

Often | would look up at the ridge tops and think, "It'll be afar
longer walk out df this valley than it ever was getting here." And

comingto yet another substantial rapid | would begin
praying tothevariousdeities: "I promiseT’ll never ever
complain about suicidal or somnambulist busdrivers
again. Just get me out of here dive!"

Happily, the gods answered my prayer —they even
saw to it that Pauline never missed a roll. She paddled
like a battery-ad bunny. All she needed to &ffix to her
programming was a little steerage. Then she wouldn't
have dropped into the various holes that | specificaly
told her to avoid.

When we did at last reach the safety of the Sun Kos we felt like
survivors d a natural disaster — something I'm not so sure the Tamur
doesn't mean.

At Chatra, the take-out, we were quickly mobbed by surly drivers,
who demanded an outrageous rate to take usand our gear the handful
d kilometers to Dharan. | was thankful for Pauline's cool-headed
dealingswith these mafioso: an old man with rheumy eyeswho looked
likeatoad, askinny twerpwhoworean oversized suit and purpleglasses
andwhokept spitting beetlejuiceinchesfrom Pauline'sfeet, and adime-
store thug whowasyelling into her face. Wewere saved by an ex-gurka
who camly stepped forward, pointed toadistant parked busand politely
informed us that if we waited until tomorrow we could get a ride to
Kathmandu for cheaper than these highway robbers' ransom to Dharan.
| wassorelievedthat when | bought our tickets, | failed to check our seat
numbers.

Although Chatraisjust aone-lane bazaar, therewasplenty to do. We
parked ourselvesin the Hamro Hotel and Sun Kos Raft Cold Centre, and
sipped beer in the sanctuary o itssmall garden. Then | got shaved.

Barber. Job description: must beabletosteady straight edgerazor on
customer'sthroat whilemillingonlookers shake shack to Richter rating
o 70.

That evening weattended acarnival. Therewere ridesand showsand
al sorts d job opportunities, such as:

Ferriswheel operator. Job description: Must power ferris wheel by
running around inside it. Either gender OK but must be able to think
like a gerbil.

Magician'sassistant. Job description: Must be able to capture run-
away rabbitsand pigeonsand returnto their respective hats. Ability to
levitatea so required. Must be ableto temporarily part with head and be
handy at removing troublesome ketchup stains from around costume
collars.

Therewas a contortionist also and | even thought | might see our
former bus driver featured as asomnambulist, but he didn't appear.

Thebest show however,wasMichael Jackson—well not THE Michael
Jackson, but a five-year-old imposter who was dressed to the nines.
Dancing and lip-syncing to the real Michagl's

BOMB ™8
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music, this midget-Michael had all the moves
plus one Michael lacked: shoving his way-too-
large sunglasses back up his nose every time he
looked down. If the little squirt had done an
encore | would have been terminally ill from
laughing.

The next day as our bus barreled out o
Chatrafor Kathmandu, wesat reluctantly in our
designated seats: shotgun.

Editor's note: Tamur...or Not Tamur is re-
printed from Many Riversto Run,acompilation
o river storieshy DaveManby. Thisbook, aswell
asother whitewater related dementiaisavailable
at Whit Deschner's inspirational website:
Bombtheprom.com. Surf thereat your own risk!
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Here are the candidates and their statements for your consideration.
Also are some changes to the American Whitewater Constitution.
Approval by the general membership is next. So please vote.

Changesto American Whitewater's Constitutionand Board of Directors

Thefollowing three changes to American Whitewater's Constitution have been approved
by the board of directorsin the year 2000, they reflect changes in operations and better
representation on our Executive Committee. Per the Constitution, we are providing this
ballot for your vote. Please check the appropriate box for approval or disapproval.

In addition to presenting a slate of new board nomineesfor 2001, we would also like to
acknowledge the awesomevolunteer effortsdf three Directorswho will be retiring from our
board thisyear. Paul Tefft,Brooke Drury, and Sue Langfitt-Fuller have been instrumental in
thegrowth of American Whitewater, and werecommend themasnomineesfor thewhitewater
hall of fame. While we will misstheir presence on our board, we intend to keep them fully
involved in rivers and whitewater. Thanksfor all your work, and best wishesin all you do!

1 Proposed change to section five (Board of Directors), paragraph 4: The Board o
Directors shall be assisted by a five seven-member Executive Committee comﬁosed o the
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and-he Executive Director
Fon and two at large board members nominated by the full Board.

2. Section 8 (Officers), paragraph 1: The Board of Directorsshall elect thefollowing officers
of theorganization fromthe members of the Board: a President, Vice President, and Secretary
(add) and Treasurer.

3. Section 8, paragraph 4: The Executive Director Fresstwer shall receive al funds and

manage all finances of the organization and shall be responsiblefor keeping the books and
records of accounts, in accordancewith generally accepted accounting procedures.
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Vote for Directors

Ken Kyler

Silver Spring, Maryland

I livein Silver Spring, home of American
Whitewater, with my wife, (her) cat and (my)
kayaks. | started whitewater kayaking in the
early '80s in Indianaand remain a member o
theHoosier Canoe Club. | am amember of the
board of the Grand Canyon Private Boaters
Association (http://www.gcpba.org) and am
active in the pursuit of equal allocation of
user-days for private boaters on the Colorado.
| am also a plaintiff on a law suit against the
Grand Canyon National Park seeking better
distribution of user-days for private boaters.

| also serve as the GCPBA webmaster and
have been actively involved in the creation o
the new AmericanWhitewater.org website. In
my spare time, | am currently working on a
Masters in Software Engineering at UMd.
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Norwood Scott

..,
San Francisco, California

| started paddling 23 years ago at Camp
Mondamin in Tuxedo, North Carolina. Since
thosefirst strokeson LakeSummit, paddling
has been a major force in my life. After
graduating from camper to counselor | went
on to teach canoeing for another four years.
Sincethen | have been competing in slalom,
rodeo, and wildwater; organizing eventslike
the Potomac Whitewater Festival and the
Great Falls Race; and sewing as board mem-
ber for the Tuolumne River Preservation
Trustand regiona coordinator for American
Whitewater. Recently, | have beenparticipat-
ing inanumber of flow studies onthe North
Fork of the Feather River in hopesdf negoti-
ating more favorable releasesfor whitewater
paddling.

Besides spending a year as a ski bum in
Lake Tahoe, my career has been devoted to
theenvironment. I'veworked for anenviron-
mental consultingfirm, an association offer-
ing environmental services to airports, and
now the Environmental Protection Agency
in San Francisco. As a federal employee, |
have helped to coordinate EPA’s comments
ontherecreational aspectsof environmental
assessmentsandenvironmental impact state-
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mentsto makesure ourwhitewater concerns
are addressed.

If given the opportunity to serve on the
American Whitewater board, | would like to
focus on whitewater access and conserva-
tion. Specifically, | hope to help open more
river reachesso that wecanal play and enjoy
these resourcesfor yearstocome. | can bring
alot to the AW board including prior board
and associationexperience, dedicationtothe
environment, alove of the river, and a pas-
sion for river preservation. | think that AW
has made a substantial contribution to the
whitewater community, and | would love to
be a part o its growth as we enter the new
millennium.
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Colorado Springs, Colorado

Amajor inthe US Army Corps of Engi-
neers is probably the last person you would
expect to seek election to the AW board of
directors. Fortherecord, I've never builtany
dams. Asacombat engineer, I've spent most
of my time blowing things up in support of
Airborne and Light Infantrymen. My agenda
istoformand lead the Monkey Wrench Task
Force. Hayduke lives!

Seriously, whitewater has been my pas-
sionfor over 17years. Squirting, rodeo, and
creeking haveall possessed meat sometime.
An AW member and volunteer since 1987, |
look forward to taking a more active role in
helping AW achieveitsgoals. Besidesdemo-
lition skills, thearmy has given me 14 years
experience in leadership, communication,
and risk management.

After spending most of the last year in
Bosnia, the army was gracious enough to
station me in my native state o Colorado.
Seeingfirst hand thegrowth explosioninthe
sportand being kept off asection o theSouth
Platte by landowners more radical than the
factions in the Balkans, I'm in disbelief. |
would like to apply my time and effort to
overcome these challenges.

Specifically, to inform and educate those
new inthesportwithout beingamother hen;
to increase AW membership; and to negoti-

atelegal accessand safe portagewhile ensur-
— ingtherightsdf all arerespected. Thisishow
| want to give back to thesport that hasgiven
me so much.

| Seeya ontheriver!

American Whitewater v November ¢ December 2000



Jay Kenney

Denver, Colorado

| am pleased to run again as a board
member. Sincefirst elected in 1996,
| have served on the access committee,
chaired the access committee, and sewed as
president of the board. | alsovolunteer at the
Ocoee River Rodeo, the Gauley Festival and
(tryto) cover asmany accessissuesas| canin
theintermountain west asa regional coordi-
nator. This past year has been exciting and
challenging as the board grappled with a
comprehensivestrategic planning processand
the need to put more people to work in the
field and on the rivers, fighting to protect
both the resource and our access to it. The
next few yearswill be important onesin the
growthand devel opment of theorganization.

R

I livein Colorado, paddle and tele-ski
as many daysas | can (water and snow de-
pending), and work professionally running
the office (in the winter) for Small World

Adventures helping to book and market ad-
venture kayaking trips in Ecuador and be-
yond.

Ken Ransford

[ ]
Basalt, Colorado

This past summer in Colorado a land-
owner pulled agun on oneset of boaters, and
another threw aboat and paddle in the river
after a boater stopped on that person's al-
leged private property. As the number of
boaters increases, so will access problems.
American Whitewater isthe nation's leading
organization fighting for better river access,
and | want to keep up thefight. In my first
term | chaired thefund-raising-membership
committee, and also maintained a database
of accessincidentsacrossthe country. Since
March 1998, 83 incidents havebeen reported.
Sadly, more have come from my home state,
Colorado, than any other state. The most
common source of access problems are riv-
ers closed by private landowners, followed
close behind by rivers closed by government
agencies. | think American Whitewater can
particularly makesignificant headwayingain-
ing access to rivers under the control of
government agencies.

| Dave Steindorf

e ——
Chico, California

| wasintroduced to riversat age 7, when
my father put afly rod into my hands. It was
notuntil 1991, attheaged 31, that | took up
kayaking. Onatripto North Carolinato visit
an old friend, | had my first taste of
whitewater. My "friend" Lisa, now my wifeof
7years,wasworkingasan ER docin Murphy,
NCwhile racing onthe 1991 downriver team
and dabbling at slalom paddling. Over the
years | have had the opportunity to paddle
with and be mentored by, to my mind, the
best kayak instructors in the business, in-
cluding Eric Nies (that's Eric NiesMD these
days), Phil and Mary DeRiemer and Frances
Glass (nowthemother of theincredibly cute
twins, Maris and Cole).

| am a teacher in my red life, having
taught from middle school through high
school and, most recently, at CaliforniaState
University, Chico. | turned my energy to-
wards instruction in kayaking since taking

an ACA coursewith Mary and Phil in1997. At
around the sametime, | became involved in
the hydropower relicensing for the North
Fork of the Feather River. Oddly enough, my
training in economicsturned out to bevalu-
ablein the relicensing process.

My passion for river conservation issues
inspired me to make a video, "More than
Plumbing,” which won an award for best
amateur video at the 2000 National Paddling
instruction program for North Rim Adven-
ture Sportsin Chico, California.

| believe strongly that flowing rivers are
an undervalued resource not only in this
country but also around the world. As in
most endeavors, education isthe key to river
conservation. | have been amazed at how
receptive non-boaters are to river conserva-
tionwheneducated ontheissues. Mostof our
progressonthe North Fork Feather hasbeen
duetoour ability to educatetheother NGO’s,
agencies, and PG&E tothe value ofwhitewater
boating. However, the best way to improve
peopl€e's notions about whitewater is to get
them on the river. Couch Potatoes make
lousy river advocates.

Hﬁr@MNmm@uMmmm—
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ichard Penney

| —ee
— Dauvis, California

Like many other Southeastern boaters, |
| got my start in paddling at summer camp,
_destroying aluminum Grumman canoes on
the rivers o North Carolina. But by 1975 |
had my first decked boat, and I've been pad-
| dling C-1 and kayak since.

My involvement with rivers goes beyond
| paddling. In 1986 | wrote The Whitewater
Sourcebook for Menasha Ridge Press. | am
o ¥ [trained as a biologist (Ph.D., Duke, 1983),
= | and early on connected that interest to my
MM nterest in river conservation. | got involved
3 _as a regional coordinator for American
—_— Whitewater in 1994 and since 1997 have
Leominster, Maine *served on the board of directors.
In 1996 | made river conservation my
During my past tenure as a Director of _livelihood, becoming campaign director for
American Whitewater I've had the opportunity ~ the American River Coalition, leading the
to take part in the important growth of our  fight tostop construction o Auburn dam on
organization and have seen us transform a’ California's American River. Later | worked
small group of dedicated volunteers into an _ as development director for Friends o the
important national organization speaking out _ River (California's statewide river conserva-
on recreational river issues throughout the tion organization), and now | serve as re-
United States. Asan emerging organization we_ _glonal director for American Rivers in the

e SRR Laamen RS el .

havesuccessfully developed aconservation per-
spective that is compatible with whitewater

recreation and allows us to work with other =

regiona and national river groups that pool

ing rivers from further degradation.
Theissues o burning fossil fuelsand global
warming have provided the impetus for dam
builderstogallopforwardwith anever-expand- _
ing list of projects on rivers that have been
previoudy overlooked asonly marginally prof-
itable. Deregulation of the electric utility in-
dustry has stimulated the interest of mega-

"tionwideour favoritepaddling riversarefaced
resources to collectively work together insav- | \

“Pacific Northwest
| am looking forward to continued ser-
vice on American Whitewater's board. Na-

with many threats. To meet that challenge
we have to be organized, committed, and
_engaged. Through American Whitewater, we
can bel

hnmnﬂm W hitewater Board |
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Tom Christopher
Can thisguy go any higher?

Bv Ken Ransford
Photos by Tom Christopher
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"There are some who can live without
wild things, and some who cannot," Aldo
Leopold, Wilderness Society founder, said in
1949. Onewho cannot is Tom Christopher,
American Whitewater board member and
perhaps the nation's leading authority on
obtaining whitewater releases for boating
and river conservation. Tom is best known
for hisrolein obtaining whitewater releases
on the Deerfield River of southern Vermont
and Massachusetts. But he is even more
excited about a pending settlement on the
Kennebec Riverin Maine, which hedescribes
as"the jewel of northeast paddling.” At press
time the deal hasn't been finalized so Tom
declined to provide details, but "sufficeit to
say that the settlement will provide signifi-
cant whitewater resources for paddlers for
yearsto come."

Dragon's Tocth Renid at 1200
CF?%feaﬁdd R@,

The Deerfield settlement may provide a
glimpse of what's in store for the Kennebec.
Nine separate dams which restrict the flow
onthe Deerfield cameupfor amandatory 40-
year relicensingin 1986. By thetime settle-
ment was reached in 1994, boaters helped
negotiate increased flows on 40 miles of the
Deerfield beforeitsconfluencewith the Con-
necticut River, including 137 separate re-
leases between 700 and 1,100 CFS on the
Class IV Monroe Bridge section and Class1I1
Fife Brook section, every weekend and holi-
day, al summer long.

But conservation played abig rolein the
Deerfield settlement aswell. Thesettlement
mai ntainsaminimum waterflow ontheriver;
increases the facilitation o fish migration
including salmon restoration tothe Deerfield
and itstributaries; improvesrecreational fa-
cilities within the watershed; and expands a
catch-and-release fishing area along the
Deerfield. Conservation restrictions were
placed on 18,000 acresdf land inthe Deerfield
drainage, permanently restricting develop-
ment and insuring that boaters and fisher-
men will have cleaner water and less pollu-
tion. Conservation iscentral to Christopher,
who says, "If | had towalk away from a great
whitewater river in order to protect its eco-
logical integrity, | would do that."

The settlement wasn't cheap. New En-
gland Power Company saysitscost to imple-
ment the agreement will be $27.4 million,
about 13% df theriver's total power generat-
ing capacity over the life of the agreement.
Thecompany doesn't planto passthiscost on
to ratepayers. John Ragonese, Relicensing
Analyst with New England Power, termsthe
settlement asa"good result that accommo-
dated alot of different interests. We created
the broadest range of boating opportunities
whilestill maintainingaviablehydroelectric
project." The Wal Street Journal in a 1996
front pagestory said "the processhasled toa
pact among thewarring factionsthat isseen
by other companiesasa blueprint for resolv-
ing environmental disputes.” The New York
Times stated, "With some 800
dams nationwide up for
relicensing in the foreseeable
future, what is going on here is
being held up asa model for the
nation."

How did it come about? It
began, characteristically, in1986
withaseries of meetings o about
10 individuals in Tom
Christopher's living room. Key
playersincluded Norm Simsand
Rick Hudson, professors at the
University of Massachusetts, and
Bruce Lessels, C-1 bronze med-
alist in the 1987 Slalom World



Championships and founder o the rafting
company, Zoar Outdoor. After booting Tom
Christopher out of their officesearly on, New
England Power soon realized that he knew
more about power generation, river conser-
vation, and recreation economics than any-
oneelse. "Wesettled withwhitewater groups
before settlingwith any other groups,” John
Ragonese says. "They alerted usto the fact
that success was possible, and were instru-
mental at bringing other partiestothetable.”

Alongside Tom Christopher and Ameri-
can Whitewater, the other partiesinclude a
who's who in environmental and river use
issues: the Appalachian Mountain Club,
American Rivers, theConservation Law Foun-
dation, the Deerfield River Compact, the
Deerfield Watershed Association, Trout Un-
limited, New England FLOW, and seven lo-
cal, Massachusetts, Vermont and federal agen-
cies. FLOW, which stands for " Friends for
the Liberation Of Rivers," isan unincorpo-
rated association that American Whitewater
helped tostart withgrantsin1991and 1992.

Congressalso played akey role by passing
the Electric Consumer Power Act of 1986,
which changed the rules by requiring the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC)to balance el ectric-power generation
with fish and wildlife, recreation, environ-
mental quality, energy conservationandother
interests. When New England FLOW started,
no one had ever filed to intervenein a FERC
relicensing case on behalf of recreation and
theenvironment. "Today," Tom Christopher
says, "it's not hard to filean intervention."

What does it take? AsTom Christopher
stated in a 1994 American Whitewater Jour-
nal article, ThePaddler's Guideto Whitewater
Preservation, boaters should:

Attend all meetings.

Use science and economics to support
your arguments.

Establish and use a meaningful copy list
so key players are kept informed.
Cultivate relationships with appropriate
politicians and state and federal agencies.
Never go away.

It'shardtoarguemoney, andtheclincher
toincreased recreation releases may well be
a recreation economics study. Christopher
and others were able to demonstrate that
water for recreation on the Deerfield was
worth13ti nes asmuch asfor power genera-
tion, and several other studies have yielded
similar results. For aprimer on how todoa
recreation economics study, see the Novem-
ber-December 1998 AW Journal .

Like thevolunteerswho started New En-
gland FLOW, it takes a core group of dedi-
cated volunteersto fight for and keep a seat
atthetabled aFERC relicensing. American
Whitewater knows which rivers are coming
up for hydropower relicensing reviews and
when; call toll free 866-262-8429 or look for

#5 Dam at Monroe Bridge, Deerfield River.

Tom Christopher on the West Branch Penobscot:
Last Drop of the Cribworks Rapid.

more information on our website http://
www.americanwhitewater.org. Although
AW’s Conservation Director John Gangemi
and Executive Director Rich Bowers know
about as much about FERC relicensing as
anyone, AW cannot possibly be involved in
every FERC relicensing. But in order to be
heard, you have to show up.

Besides the Deerfield and Kennebec,
Christopher hasalso obtained recreation re-
leases on Maine's Rapid and Magalloway Riv-
ers. No one, not even Rich Bowers or John
Gangemi, who works full-time across the
country on FERC relicensings, hashad more
success than Tom Christopher.

Inthe past fifteen years, FERC hasslowly
changed direction and now recognizes that
dams should have a decommissioning fund
and that many should be decommissioned.
Tom Silva, a Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Management engineer, says
thereare2,932 damsin Massachusetts today,
and that "Every dam here was built for a
reason, and generally that reasonisnolonger
what it's used for now." COf the hundreds of
dams coming up for relicensing soon, many
are prime candidates for breaching, or for
increased flows for habitat restoration and
whitewater recreation. Ominously, Business
Week recently said thesedamsarealso prime
candidates for generating power, since only
3% o dams in America generate power to-

day.

If you cannot contributein any otherway,
Christopher says, “ at least give us your

money. It's that simple. | wouldn't have
gotten aseat at thetableif | didn't represent
American Whitewater." Why does he do it?
"Our American history and work world isfull

of storieswhere oneor two peoplehave made
adifference. Thisisthelast chanceI'll have
inmy lifetimeto makeariver better. I've had
the opportunity in 14 years to work on four
rivers, and we've made history on how those
rivers will work in the next 40 years. This
stimulates me: it's me, David v. Goliath,

against the utilities—I can't possibly lose,

even if | get totally beat up."

But he doesn't. Christopher estimates
that there are only about 75 people in the
country doing what he'sdoing and, "It's not
like we're losing; We're winning! We have a
high probability of success. Wacked out
crazy kayakers are big playersin these hear-
ings." If weonly attend.

When New England Power's John
Ragonese, Christopher's chief antagonist at
the Deerfield, wasaskedwhatadvicehewould
givetoapower company that discovered that
Christopher wassitting across thetableina
relicensing proceeding, he said, "Respect
him and respect what he has to say. Make
sure your dealing straight. Expect he'll do
thesame, and hewill." Christopher said,"We
knew what we were doing then was special,
but not how special.”

American Whitewater v November « December 2000
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Back: Buffy Bailey , 3rd pla:e women's a Tunnd Fdls.
Inset: Nelson Oldham, 2nd place.

2000 Gore Canyon Festival / Teva Whitewater Cu
Teva Powers the Gore to New Heights

=pecial to AW Joumnal
By Paul Tefft
Photos by Todd Patrick

Bonfires, beer, and non-stop Class |V & V boating  of professiondl river guides. These guides

initial i i i workforcommercial raftingoutfittersaround
1 weretheinitial ingredientsof thefirs ever Gore o o e e Naond ety

: Canyon Fedtival. Thiswhitewater oriented Championship provided these river pros an
. concoction proved to be a potent mix; the Gore opportunity to test their skills against each
B T ! other...and the powerful Colorado River.

o Race has burgeoned in popularity and isnow oneaf [ spite o onef theworst snowmeltsin
. _ decades, the Colorado River was running
" the country's best-attended paddle sportsevents. e ighes then nor woweskspror . B
TR TR i TR e Cre Wace e For he Core Festival..and for competi-  theevent. NormallyinmidtolateAugustthe 8
a5 i P ._:.|| 1 river rendenoiis (eafur e paddle sports. The 2000 Gore Festival romeoreCanyonlsaround 1,000cfs. Due
i full of hard-core kayakers chal hosted the Teva Whilewatzr Cup, which in- toan unusuallydry summer andtheneedfor -
b -"l'." i the river, then downing of liquid  ¢luded the Teva Mational Bafting Champion- irrigation water downstream, the Colorado's | &5
courade around a camplire '|'|I.|'| ke thip. For the first time professional raft — UPPer reservoirs were dumping water and

| race Nrst was held, il was 1l erend teams vied for I|'-l.|-.|"..!¢ d dO”arS in CaSh the”VerﬂOWWaShOVe”ng afOUnd1400 In r
| borderline crazy to paddle Gare ¢ Canytn and prizes.. The Lop men's.and women's raft spiteof aninordinateamount of groveling by
al adl; et abone race full I ::-:|.-!--;- s I-=--.-.--|'|' nh I| i represent the USA the event coo'rdlnators to the be,neV()lent ”lp“
boaters' skills inereased aver the veard .| e 20001 Warld Rarting Championshipon dam keepers, big money water politicswould
r i Africs. ultimately dictate the river level on race day.

the rummber of competilors grew, [n the the Lambezi Rive

garly 19905 rafl teams raced divem the Wit all the raft teaans that competed  After all, water is money and the Colorado

course for the fivsk Emi for the 2000 DA nations] sitleweremadeup  River water is one of the most coveted H,0
resources on the planet.

. - i k L s
I SIHHF evenl was 3 breakthmousgh
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The paddle sportsworld continued toturn and
race day rapidly approached. Two unprecedented
kayaking deaths in Gore Canyon this summer
created an ominous overtoneto the event. Prior
02000 no kayaker had ever died in Gore Canyon,
and to have two fatal accidents on consecutive
daysstunned the Colorado paddle sportscommu-
nity. These tragediesand the higher than normal
water level had the event coordinators consider-
ing canceling the race or shortening the course.
One scenario that was debated was starting the
race below Gore Rapid. Gore Rapid isone of the
longest and most difficultrapidsin the gorge and
wes the site of one o the recent drownings. At
higher flows, coming out d your raft or boat in

Gore Rapid can result in a long and bruising
swim.

The river level remained high the week prior
tothe event and no officia word wasgiven on the
Gore Race's status. As race day neared,
mountainbuzz.com's (mountainbuzz is one of
Colorado's most popular river infosites) on-line
chat forum was overflowing with Gore racer's
opinionson thepotential shorteningofthecourse.
Somerenowned Colorado hair boaterssent scath-
ing messages through cyberspace, which blasted
the event coordinators for sucking up to corpo-
rate America and being sissies. In redlity, the
lawsuit paranoid event team was worried about
getting everyone to the finish line in one piece.
They had the safety of the event's participants as
the paramount concern.

The coordinator's and web surfer's worries
proved to be unfounded. The race for both the
kayakersand raftersstarted at the very top of Gore
Rapid. Noned the racerswhereseriously injured
during the race and the shortened course was a
non-issue. Inactuality it turned out that length-
ening the course caused considerable consterna-
tion. For the first time in the event's history,
kayakers had to race dl the way to the Pump
House take-out. The lengthening of the course
added acouple of milesd ClassI-III water tothe
race. Many boaters bitched about thisadditional
test o their cardiovascular proficiency.

Oneboater whowas definitely not fazed by the
longer course was Corey Neilson. In an amazing
display of paddling prowess Corey raced with a
raft team in the Teva National Raft Champion-
ships and then rallied back upriver to enter the
downriver kayak race. After taking third place
overdl in the raft races with Team Clear Creek,
Corey hurried back up tothe put-in, paddled over
three miles to the start line (forthe second time

of the day but this time in his Perception
Wavehopper) and blitzed the field for the victory
in the TevaExtreme Downriver Kayak Challenge.
In the words d the 1999 King of Gore and re-
nowned endurance athlete Charlie MacArthur,
"Corey isan anima."

Back at party central (the Pump House camp-
ground) the New Belgium beer truck had the
ClassVI challenge of quenching the competitor's
thirst. Theevent's official beer sponsor was more
than up to the test. The Riverside Rage had
officialy started.

In fact, the West's biggest paddie sports party
had been goingstrongall day. Tevamadesurethat
thefestivalgoershad plenty of riversideentertain-

~ Top Let -Clockwise: 2nd Place men'sNat'l Raft, Timberfine/Wing Women 1st
place, Team Anzus Ferrels, Ticauada/Riot 3rd pla:e mens.
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ment. Bands played al day long and a huge
diamond vision video wall showcasing the day's
races kept the spectators entertained. When the
racers poured into the sponsor tent lined venue,
the festival kicked into overdrive. A long queue
formed at the food service tent as hungry racers
needed to recharge their engines for the night's
fegtivities.

Asthesunset and the stars emerged, the rev-
elersspiritsseemed tosoar. Event MC Dan Gavere
kept the crowd entertained as they watched the
day's action on the huge video screen and danced
to the live music. Copious quantities of New
Belgium beer were consumed including many
kegs of the appropriately named Blue Paddle Ale.

The climax of the party was the event award
ceremony. Ten thousand dollars in cash and

mountains of prizes were doled out to the day's
victors. Thenew National Raft Championteams—
Team California (men) and Team Colorado
(women) —
Africa. Corey Neilson returned to the podium a
second time to be crowned as the new King of
Gore and Nikki Kelly was honored as the new
women's champion.

In reglity, the entire fleet of competitor's de-
served accolades...after al, they had just con-
queredthehardestwhitewater ontheentirelength
of the mighty Colorado.

For photos of the 2000 Gore Canyon Racecall - ==

Todd Patrick @ (970) 925-9181 and for the
competitor's race video call Phil Kantor @ (303)
444-8414,

wonthousands of dollars and tripsto |
Fails and Canyon Doors.

| you there. Whether you are

. I3ig Sur, Adrenaline -|

These are just some of the
most famous places to
paddile in Colorado. We
know that you've always
wanted to paddle these
spots and the Boulder
Outdoor Center will take

beginner wanting ko learn
to boat or an expert looking

Gore Race 2000 - )
Timing Sheet to find the best spots in
Division: Colorado, BOC has atrip
~aft+ e n for you. Call today and
== )
Team Name | Captain | Bib | Start | Finish | Course carve OUt yOL.“’ plece Of
-?mm'_ o Tasanna — — = ome Colorado Whitewater.
"2 |Down River Equipmeont |John Solanix G5 | B5E00 | 93007 u:u ¥ 3407 . Tours of Colorado
3 [Novall Bryce Hayes | 79 | B 3.:-::: EIr T EEE T Rivers and all of your
- ;::‘:“ Doy Donger ey (129 20 @07z 0352 | boating needs in the heart
[ 8 Creew o Sieanay 101 | B4800 | 52208 | 0308 H
S one e l_;l-?ql I g 1 | e %
“7_|Timberiine No Sub for Ex___|Colin Carpenisr | 102 | B.48.00 | .25 iﬂ-l-ﬁ'i:":ﬁﬂ
ﬁmcrm -arau-rmu | B3| B3800 | 9135 | O/ 60

B [Timberns Team Fashoack H.ﬂ,.-an Eulh-.-mh Ba
10 |Taam Mada [Todd Berman | B0

B30 | 91300 | 09603

BIEO0 | 5161 a 3815

T [Wacky Tacky Jora Ertier |81 | 84600 | 919.18 | 03818

12 |Craature Craft Ore Darin Vanc b5 | B4200 | G2518 | D47 18

13 |Grar Farmas _ Kent Viries | 128| B3 00 | G425/ | 05067 2510 N. 47th Boulder, CO
14 [Creature Craft Two [osi Bishop | 8% | 44100 | 100053 | 11653 800-DO-HYDRO 303.444.8420
15 [Fraight Tran Wt Schoenig [ 150 - R surf@BOCI23.com and

http:/Ammw.BOC123.com
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Saving Rivers Through Liquid Fusion

By Mark H. White

Perception rocked Salt Lake City again thissummer at their third annual Liquid Fusion
party. The Liquid Fusion party isheld every year during the Outdoor Retailer tradeshow to
express thanks to Perception's dealers and industry partners according to Perception
spokesperson Veronica Griner.

Asin past years, proceedsfrom the Liquid Fusion party were donated to the Utah Rivers
Council; a non-profit organization that seeks to keep the state's rivers healthy and free
flowing. Prior to the event, Griner assembled merchandise contributions from numerous
industry partners. The contributionswere assembled intothree prize packages; each valued
at over $7,000. Partygoers had the opportunity ofwinning the packages by purchasing raffle
ticketsfor $1.00 each. Proceedsfrom the ticket sdles—well over $2,000— went to the Utah
Rivers Council.

Jim Clark, President of Watermark (Perception's parent company), described the Liquid
Fusion party as the ultimatewin-win event. "The party" Jim explained, "acknowledges our
hard-working dealers, raises money for the Utah Rivers Council, and allowseveryoneto have
agood time." Clark's outfit wasamong the party's best; a space age silver foil gigwith wide
pointed shoulders. Some wondered if thiswasa glimpse into the future of paddling gear.

Zach Frankel, Executive Director of the Utah Rivers Council, could hardly contain his
enthusiasm. "Perception's commitment to conservation and the URC has been commend-
able. Their continued support has significantly enabled us to further the cause o river
conservation and protection in Utah." The URC recently received a $30,000 Conservation
Alliance Grantfromacoalitionof outdoor gear manufacturers. Perceptionwasinstrumental
in nominating and championing the Utah Rivers Council.

Once everyone had recovered from the party, Perception took another step for river
conservation. Griner coordinated and paid for ariver trip onthe Colorado River's Westwater
Canyon. Media representatives, athletes from Team Perception, R&D staff, and spokesper-
sons from the Utah Rivers Council and American Whitewater were in attendance. The
purposed thetripwasto create positive mediaexposure regarding river conservation issues.

New Hope For Stolen
Boating Gear

Nobody likes or wants to see boating gear
lost or stolen. Paddlesportsis growing and
unfortunately, so has theft of paddle sports
gear. The Boulder Outdoor Center has
launched anew online bulletin boardfor lost,
stolen or found boating gear.

In response to an increase in theft o
paddling gear, the Boulder Outdoor Center
added the paddle-sports-specific National
Bulletin Board for lost, stolen, or found gear
to their web site this spring, at http://
www.bocl23.com. Paddlers who havefound

Napo River Festival
Yacu Urayra

[The River flowing
freely...downstream]

December 30-31, 2000
Tena, Ecuador

A celebration of the Napo River and its
importance to everyone

*Raeft & Kayak Races
*Dugout Canoe Races

*Kayak School (for locals)

*Music & Dancing

*Crafts & Activities

*Good Food

*Afio Viejos

*Kayak Rodeo

*Activist Exhibits

*Fishing Contest

*Prizes

*Swim Race

*Guest Speakers

*Fun I

Event Cost: $10 USD....Donations Ac-
cepted

All Proceeds go to Help Save the Napo
River from a destructive dam and Gold
Mine.

Contact yrrettam@vahoo.com for more

info.

gear, had items stolen, or are suspicious
about a boat someone wants to sell, can
check the listings or add to them. "I'm hop-
ing people will use this as a resource before
they buy a used boat," said Eric Bader, who
started the bulletin board. "I want to put a
damper on theft in paddlesports.”

In Boulder, Colorado the site has already
helped reunite 2 stolen boatswith their own-
ers. Please help spread theword, and reduce
boat theft! Thissiteisfree and available to
everyone that has internet access. Get your
local shopto printout thestolen boatslisting
and post it in their shop. Encourage your
local paddling clubsto post a noticein their
newsletters.

Eric Bader

Boulder Outdoor Center

303-444-8420
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Getting to the Olympics:
The U.S. Slalom Team 2000

By Dale Marie Herring

Fully focussed, with only the ten-second
countdown filtering across rustling
whitewater, David Hearnwindsup hisbody at
thestarting gate on the Ocoee River in Geor-
gia It isApril 8, and cold. Wind mixes with
rain and snow to complicate the 23-gatesla-
lom course ahead. The outcome of thisrace,
combined withthetime from his disappoint-
ing race yesterday, which won him only sec-
ondpl ace, woulddictateeverything— achance
at the Sydney Olympics to win the gold, or
four more yearsof grueling training.

It is the Olympic trials and every three
minutesanew Olympic hopeful chargesafter
their dreams, racing through gates in nu-
merical order. As the official tone sounds,
Hearn's body passesthrough thestart setting
off an electronic timer that ticks off the sec-
onds of his speed. Green and white poles
scream by ashe passesthem downstream; red
and white poles become locked in the grains
of water ashecrossesthem upstream. Finaly
thelast gate restslessthan 25 yardsfrom the
finish line. Just a brush o the paddle jacket
against it could add 2 seconds of time. A
wrong twist o the paddle or lean o the
body.. .but Hearnisthinking only of thegold,
and thefinish line.

AsHearn says, "Instead of letting the wa-
ter tell you, sometimesit is better for you to
tell the water what you want to do."

"Combinedtime243.99," an official states.
Translated, Hearn is among the five people
who have earned a place on the U.S. Slalom
Team. Yet, it is not his first time that the
native of Bethesda, Maryland hasgoneto the
Olympics. Winner of 14 World Champion-
ship medals, Hearn also competed in the
1992 and 1996 Olympics. He modestly re-
members the excitement of the latter as he
marched "into the Olympic stadium in At-
lantainfront of a home crowd with guyslike
Carl Lewis, Michael Johnson, and the dream
team basketball team. It was incredible. It
wasa big dedl for paddlers to bein the com-
pany of those athletes.”

Now, upon making the Olympic team for
the third time at the age o 41, Hearn re-
marks, "Sydney's going to be tough. The
Europeans areawaystalented. I'vegot to get
alotfaster. Sometimes|wake up feeling old
and sore, but | know I'm going to represent
my country. And to do it by beating al of
these young guys? That keeps me young at
heart."

Hearn's teammatesinclude a remarkable
crew o talented whitewater athletes. K-1
paddler, Rebecca Bennet-Giddens from Green
Bay, Wisconsin, earned her chance at the
gold in a dramatic race, neck-to-neck with

veteran Olympian Cathy Hearn. Deadlocked
and anxious at the April trials on the Ocoee
River, Rebecca reminded herself, "You can
never, ever count Cathy out." And so, with
only secondsto spare, Rebeccamanaged the
victory she needed.

"Thisisdefinitely themost nervousl have
ever been," she explained

afterwards. "It'swhat I've been dreaming
about. | knew that there was no big mistake
that | could make. | had first placeto lose."

On the other hand, Scott Shipley, 1993-
1995-1997 World Cup Kayak Champion,
smoothed hisway through the trials driven
by what he describes as being, "very disap-
pointed in my Olympic showing in both 1992
(placing27th) and 1996 (placing12th).That
was the main reason | pushed four more
years, so | could have one more shot. I'm
excited about Sydney. | raced there thiswin-
ter and had success on the course. I'll follow
my training plan so I'm in my primefor the
first day of Olympic competition." Shipley
has been ranked among the world's best
kayakersfor almost a decade.

So has Lecky Haller, paired with his
brother in the C-2 World Championship,
surprised the world with a gold-medal per-
formanceinItalyin1983. Teamed with Jamie
McEwan,thesuper duoclaimed asilver medal
at the 1987 World Championshipin France.
With Matt Taylor on hisside, thetwo hopeto
find gold at the Olympics. Their smooth
performance on the Ocoee, with only a half
second victory separating them from rivals
Scott McCleskey and David Hepp in thefirst
competition, won them the Olympic berth.

Haller said, "You take one gate at atime.
Like building a house, you get the nails, put
up thewalls, put on the roof, and, when it's
done, you hope you have a million dollar
house."

Together,the U.S. Slalom Teamwill make
their mark onthe Olympic Games in Sydney
and bring to finale the fourth-ever slalom
eventin history. Although thesport hasheld
aWorld Championship every two yearssince
1949, there was a long-held desire in the
paddling community to seeslalom racing as
an Olympic event. In 1972 the sport pre-
miered at the Munich Games. In the face of
East Germany's dominatingslalom presence,
American Jamie McEwan, won a bronze in
the one-man canoe. The victory inspired
countless American paddlers.

Yet, they would not have a chance to
prove themselves until the slalom event re-
surfaced for the second time at the 1992
Barcelona Olympics. By then boat design
had changed dramatically. The C-1 had been

narrowed to 70 centimeters and innovative
American boat designers moved both seats
on the C-2 towards the center o the boat,
resulting in better maneuverability and speed.
Joe Jacobi and Scott Strausbaugh took the
gold in the C-2 for men and Dana Chadlek
took the bronze in the K-1 for women.

By 1996 at the Atlanta Olympic games,
Chadlek medaled for the second time, gain-
ing thesilver, and only U.S. medal in slalom
that year. Chadlek, as well as other slalom
champions, have influenced the sport in
couhtlessways. It isasport whereeach race,
only a few minutes long, is just a part of a
compelling litany of training, local competi-
tions, world events, and team trial sthat lead,
if you arefast and lucky, to the Olympics.

Men's Olympic Canoe Final Results

1. Tony Estanguet (France)

2. Michal Martikan (Slovakia)

3. Juraj Minciz (Slovakia)

12. David Hearn (Bethesda, MD)

Women's Olympic Kayak Final
Results

1. Stepanka Hilgertova (Czecch Rpublic)
2. Bridgette Guibal (France)

3. Anne-Lise Bardet (France)

7. Rebecca Giddens (Green Bay, WI)

Men's K-1 Slalom Final Results

1. Thomas Schmidt (Germany)
2. Paul Ratcliffe (Great Britain)
3. Pierpaolo Ferrazzi (Italy)

5. Scott Shipley (Poulsho, WA)

Men's C-2 Slalom Final Results

1. Pavol Hochschorner/Peter

Hochschorner
(Slovakia)

2. Slawomir Mordarski/Krzysztof
Kolomanski (Poland)

3. Marek Jiras/Tomas Mader (Czech
Republic)

12. Matt Taylor, Atlanta/Lecky Haller,
Bryson City NC Dlymoicidnt;
qualify for finals, but were
12th in qualifier
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m wish | had been less curious over
aname. \namethatwould evoke in me awe.

envy and, yes, downright jealousy. A name
that would eventually lead to one of those
epic adventuresthat you can't believeyou're
in the middle of. A devious name, whose sole

purpose is to mislead and manipulate kind-
hearted, naive, unsuspecting individuals. A

name | never want to hear again—
SHUTTLEBUNNY!
I feel a tremendous responsibility to get

the story out—to alert other guileless inno-
cents before they too fal prey.
It all came down likethis. | had acquired
by I. R. Guhlubul afairly new boyfriend (who showed initial
] ] possibilities o being a keeper) and he was
After all, what's in aname? I'll tel you what's inaname.  definitely a hard core paddier— (mom, if

1 : ! s you're reading this, substitute kayaker).
Fess UP- Most d you, even if you won't admlt_lta gOt at That'swhat they call it, you know; paddling,
least a little curiouswhen you glanced at thetitle. You not kayaking Nsﬁnm)vguncﬂgﬁstga& getyou
dmlt_ even know me but you W_e'fetm”ataj by the sion consisted largely of endless evenings of
possibilities.You probably envisoned a cross between endless congregations df hisfellow paddlers

: . watchingan ever-replenishing supply of pad-
Sharon Stone, maybe, and Meryl Sreep on “ght seroids. dling videos in some guy's basement. All of

Widl, | hatetobringyou down toearth soI'll just leave ~ them hooting and holiering assome maniac
tempted death over and over again. | learned

you to your littlefantages. a lot from those sessions. Things like the

average 1Q of a paddler, the amount o beer

that can be consumed in an evening by 6

_ . hairy guys, how | ranked when up_against

Team C. But there are some things you just
can't learn from avideo.

As the relationship blossomed, a pattern
rapidly developed. My boyfriend, let's call

: him Joe, would come over to my place fairly
ﬁE/ﬁ Aggﬁ late on Saturday night, all charged up about
(| thisorthat river (he‘d call themstretches) he
had paddled that day. | would do the inter-
N mattor how Fough . || ested girlfriend bit and ask questions that |
. - hoped weren't toostupid, knowingvery little
i . b J about thesport. Mostof these eveningsstarted
gear from Nawarro® 3 g — || with us watching TV but with Joe quickly
Wil kpen the water oul. slipping off to his river of dreams until |
1o 4, g | would wake him to send him on home. But
Waleroroaf, windoroof, i [ some Saturdays he would surprise me and
sl breathable =—- our show up much earlier and wewould actually
o i go out for dinner and have what passes for a
Tympatex® Hystery ' date in the paddling community.
[:-.r"“::.: :, _;Jﬂrdntp‘hl] i ) n '__-' Once | asked him how he managed the
- i 1| early arrivals when the "stretch" was the
same one he had paddled before and he had
been much later arriving. Hesaid sometimes
they were lucky and one o the guys would
bring along a shuttlebunny. Think about it.
Shuttlebunny. Somemight leapstraight toa
vision dof along eared busdriver but to meit
conjured upimagesd feminine pulchritude,
shapely and willing with the cutest little
headpiece. All right, with a bit o airhead
thrown in. Nevertheless, a definitethreat to
our budding relationship. | should haveshut
my mouth, but at the time all | could think
about was "my" Joe spending part o his
Saturday with this fuzzy headed vision. So,

under the guise of wanting to "share" what |
WEATHER GEAR could of his passion for paddling, | pressed

the riwer, padding

to keep you dry.
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for an explanation. It turns out, as he care-
fully explained, a shuttlebunny is a female
friend of a paddler who cares enough about
her boyfriend to offer to drive his paddling
group to and from the river. All right, |
thought, | can live with that. This
shuttlebunny was just someone else's girl
friend doing him afavor.

Butastime wenton, itwasapparent there
were others. He became more and more
voluble about his gratitude toward these oc-
casional shuttlebunnies. Onceheeven raved,
"Can you imagine, this one even had hot
chocolate waiting at the take-out." The next
Saturday when he came in after his weekly
river trip, Iwasboohooing my eyesoutonthe
couch. Hegot that 'oh no, she's being female
again' look on hisface but dutifully asked me
what waswrong. "Why don't you ever ask me
to buhbuhbee a shuttlebuhbuhbunny?" |
sobbed. "What dothey havethat | don't have?"
(and several other 'pity me' phrases.)

Well, you never saw such genuine con-
cernroll overaman’sfacebefore."Ohhoney,"
hesaid, ashewrapped hisarmsaround me,"|
had no idea you felt this way. Why just the
other day Doug and Jeff wondered why |
didn't ask you to be shuttle bunny. They
thought you would be perfect." "They did?",
| blubbered. "Well then, why didn't you ask
me?" "l would have but | thought you had
other more important things to do on a
Saturday," he replied in his most sugary,
conciliatory manner."Moreimportant! More
important!" | cried. "How could anything be
moreimportant that sharing something that
means so much to you?"

And that's how | learned:

*How easy it isto set and fal into your
own trap

The difference between what hesaid and
what he meant

*The partsd paddlingyou don't get from
avideo.

The simple goal o a shuttle is for the
boatersto get to the spot on the river where
they will all get in their boats and begin the
day'sriver trip. But amajor secondary goal is
tohavecarswaiting at thetake-out to pick up
thepaddlersattheend of thetrip. Thiscan be
a long and complicated process. But this
particular shuttlewasto befairly simpleasit
was my maiden voyage as a shuttlebunny.
How excited | was! And | was determined to
be the best dang shuttlebunny they had ever
seen. After dl, how hard can it be?Everyone
drive to the take-out, cram al the boats and
paddlersintothe biggest vehicle, and driveit
totheput-in. After that, it'sjust aquestion of
killing some time until 3PM, when | was to
pickup my boyfriend at thetake-out. Piecedf
cake

Ard hewoul dbeverygrateful that hewouldn't
haveto wait around at theend d thetrip. | would
beagenuine heroine. Oh, did | mention that the
temperature was hovering somewhere around
40 degrees?No, that was not atypo--40 degrees
under a cold, gray, March sky.

So, we drove to the take-out rendezvous,
aplacethat appeared to meto bein absolute
chaos. Which we immediately added to by
un-strapping, throwing and re-strapping
boats in some kind of demonic appearing
ritual. | hid behind a tree. But shortly they
had 6 boatson top of Joe'soldwhite panel van
and 7 people inside. This particular van had
only adriver's seat so the rest of uswere on
thefloor in the back. | had no problem with
this; I'm notexactly thedelicateflower type—
until the heater started taking effect. Now, |
havenoideawhat they make paddling clothes
from. | can't even takeawild guessas| have
never smelled the likes of it before. Did |
mention there were no windows in the back
of thisvan? Did | mention that laundering
river clothesand bathingisnot ahigh prior-
ityamong paddlers?Did | mention thebumpy,
twisty, turny roads we took? Think rancid,
think fetid, think nauseating. They will never
know how close they came to adding a new
smell to the already malodorous mix. By
practicing a little meditation, | managed to
make it to the put-in without disgracing
myself but it was close. Very, very, close.

So, posthaste, the boats came off the top,
lunchesweretiedin,andthetripwasready to
take off. When Joe said " See you at the take-
out," | suddenly realized that | had no idea
where the take-out was. | had been meditat-
ing and swallowing hard in apassel of putrid
paddlers, remember?That was my first (but
not my last) mishap.

| flagged Joe down and he resignedly got
back out o his boat and patiently gave me
directionsby drawing astick mapinthedirt.
A stick map! In the dirt! Listen, | followed
along OK for several "You take the first left
after theold white church, etc.” but after that
it started to look like the trails the snails
leaveon my sidewalk after arainy evening. Of
course, | wasn't about to admit anything of
the sort. Joe hopped back in his boat and off
he went. Now what?

No problem. | had a plan. | hiked back up
thetrail to the van and found a napkin and a
pencil stub, hiked back downtotheriverside
and did my best to copy thesnail trailsdown.
Then backuptothe van. Second mishap. The
van was parked in. Solidly parked in.

Now if thevan had instead been my little
4 cylinder sedan, | would have been OK. But
this van was about 30 feet long and 10 feet
high. No, redlly! But | gave it a good shot. |
ilimbed upintothedriver'sseat and reached
ny foot out to the gas pedal. And reached out
and outand out. Not even close. No problem,
[thought,I'll justadjust theseat. So| reached
down for thelittledidey button to power my
seat forward. Nolittleslidey button. | searched
all over but al | could find wasa rusty bar. |
pushed, pulled, lifted but the bar went no-
where. Now what?1 needed a plan.

No problem. | found a pile of fragrant
towels, clothes and strange looking stuff in
the back o the van. | just piled it on the
driver’s seat and sat on and in front of the

pile. Lo and behold | could reach the gas
pedal just fine. Cf course, | was perched ona
less-than-stable seat cushion of sorts. But |
wasn't about to let that stop me. Started up
thevan. Inched it forward turning thewheel
ashardas| could. Inched it back turning the
wheel the other way. Inched it forward turn-
ing the wheel as hard as | could. Inched it
back turning thewheel theotherway. Inched
itforward, well, you get the picture. And after
countlessrepeats of thisexercise, | hadangled
the van all of about 5 degrees. | could see it
all. Night would fall on my shivering boy-
friend, stranded at the take-out, cursing the
day he met me. | had to get this van out. |
checked the 2 other cars. They were both
locked up tight. Now what?

No problem, | had aplan. | thought that if
| just gently bumped the other cars | could
nudge them to give me more space. | only
needed alittle teeny bit. So | hopped back in
and started gently nudging. | swear | was
gentle. But somewhereinthe process| heard
alittleclunk. That'swhen | redized | wasno
longer able to nudge. Not even gently. One
look told thestory. | had managedtodropthe
little curvy thing on the bottom o thefront
bumper o the van down on top of the little
curvy thingonthetop o the back bumper of
the car in front. We were hooked. Locked.
Like pop-it beads. Now what?

No problem. | hadaplan. | picked upsome
slanty kind of rocks from the ditch on the
other side o the road. | put one in front of
eachfronttire. Then | inched the van forward
justabit. Just like | planned - the van bumper
lifted to where it was just above the car
bumper. Then| got 2 flat rocksand put them
behind the tires and backed up a bit. | tell
you; thiswas nothing short of genius. | was
free. Well, actually, | wasfree of the bumper,
but still parked in. Now what?

| needed aplan. Oramiracle, eitherwould
do. | wasafraidtostart my 'inch forward, inch
backward' routineagain. Then | remembered
AAA.All' | had to dowas call AAA. Surely they
could help me. Luckily | carry a car phone
with me. Well, notactually with mebut in my
car which unfortunately | wasn't in. So that
plan was shot to H-E-(double toothpicks).
So, therel sat. Trying my besttocarry out my
glamorous and undeniably important
shuttlebunny responsibility.

Just thenanother overloadedvan pullsup
and starts spewing boaters, gear, odors, €etc.
| went into my never fail ‘poor me' routine
and soon | had avolunteer driver in thevan
and a macho 'does this dl the time' kind o
guy directing. | was gratified to see it still
took about 10 or more 'inch forwards, inch
backs' before the van wasfree.

But free it was. After profuse thanks, |
started to climb in the van when one of the
boaters called out, “ So, you're the
shuttlebunny, huh?" | started to graciously
acknowledge the honor when | noticed the
look on his face. Now | could have been
wrong but it looked sort of like sneering
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amusement. You know what | mean? But,
like | said, | could have been wrong.

| was finally on my way. And none too
soon. The take-out was about 45 minutes
away and their ETA was about 1-1/2 hours
away. | picked up the napkin covered with
snail trailsand off | went on my search for the
take-out.

Itdidn't take melong to realizethat DOT
doesn't put signson dirt roads directing one
to the appropriate rut filled lane that leads
one to the chosen take-out. However, after
getting this far, | was going for the gold. |
took a piece of grayish, stringy tape of some
kind that seemed to beeverywhereinthe van
and stuck my napkin map to the dash. Now,
I thought, all | had to dowasfollow the snail
trailsand | was home free.

Then | had to think again. One df thefew
partsd theinstructions| had down pat was
that the shuttleall took place on dirt roads.
And dirt roads it was—for hours. OK, actu-
aly less than an hour. But no sooner did |
makewhat | thought wasthefinal turntothe
river than | found myself back on the high-
way. Oops! Consulting the napkin, it seemed
that | might have made awrong turn about
2turnsago. So, | backtracked tothespot, did
the opposite of what | had done previously,
and before you could say "Boy, is he ever
going to be */#!*&”, there | was, back onthe
highway. Without a plan.

It seemed asgoodatimeasany to panic—
so | did. | wasinto my & or 57 K|eenexwhen
my knight in shining armor appeared. Actu-

—_—
aly, itwasashuttlehunk (?) in adingy, black
van with a kayak on top. | flagged him down,
smiled ever so sweetly and poured out my
predicament. | didn't even need to pull out my
‘poor little old me' routine. He knew just
which piece d riverbank | needed (I have
never figured that oneout) and led meright to
it—just asthe kayakswere comingintosight.
| hurriedly trotted out another of my many
routines— my cool chick persona-inthenick
of time.

Sotherelwas, lollingagainstthe
van, looking ever so calm and col-
lected, when up bounces Joe say-
ing, ascheery asyou please, “I sure
hope you brought hot chocolate.”

_- reg's Review Cormer

Playboating: Movesand
Traning;
by Eric Jackson

Reviewed by Greg Akins
. Learn cool moves, win rodeos, become a better paddler...Or just
have morefun.

Eric Jackson's newest book isall about these things. After hisfirst
book, Strokes and Concepts, Jackson embarksonthetask of describing
the route to world-class rodeo boating viathewritten word (and afew
pictures). While the new school boating described in 'Strokes' was
mostly devoted toward skilled river running—a notable departure
from today's park and play mentality, Jackson's newest book takes
those skills and moves them beyond park and play recreation towards
competition level proficiency.

For many, video may be the preferred method of learning to
playboat. Itisextremely difficulttotextually describe acartwheel, and
much easier to just show how it's done. But different people learnin
different ways and a written description may go far towards helping
some advancing boatersflatten their learning curve. Jackson does a
fine job of describing these moves and includes more excellent Skip
Brown photography to show the movesin progress.

First Hand Account of Tsang Po Expedition Reviewed

Courting the Diamond Sow
by Wic Walker

304 pages, National Geographic Adventure Press  $26

Reviewed by Bob Gedekoh

Between the Tibetan Plateau and India's Plains of Assam, the
magnificent Tsang Po River carves through the Himaaya, plum-
meting a phenomenal nine thousand vertical feet in less than two
hundred miles. Raging through agorgefour timesdeeper than the
Grand Canyon, between 23,891 foot Galya Pelri and 25,436 foot
Namche Barwa, the Tsang Po has earned its reputation as the
penultimate challenge for river explorers. The harsh climate and
formidable geology of Tibet, coupled with complex economic, cul-
tural, and political obstacles, have long confounded those who
attempted to unravel the secretsdf theriver.

In 1998, after years of meticulous planning, veteran world
explorer WickliffeWaker assembled a talented and diverse team of
Americans. Their target... themysteriousinner gorged the Tsang
Po. The expedition was spearheaded by four world classwhitewater
enthusiasts, who hoped to use their expertise to explore the gorge
from a unique perspective, that of the river itself. This team
included Tom McEwan, who had pioneered challenging rivers

Playboating; Moves and Training, however, emphasizes rodeo asdf* throughout North America and Bhutan; his brother Jamie, a

sport rather than just a fun thing to do in a plastic kayak. The book
proposes spending time training, rather than just playing during a
river trip. It suggestswaysto become proficient at individual moves
and deliverstechniques for improving scores, rather than just execut-
ing various moves. The opening chapters describe strategies for
developing awinning routine, aswell as preparing for competition.

One d the best reasonsto buy this book, even for someone already
skilled at executing each move, isasaprimer for competition. Jackson
separates each moveintoadifferent chapter. Atthebeginning of every
chapter isthe World Kayak Federation (WKF)definition of the move
and the WKF scoring description. So rather than going into a
competition prepared to do about 20 left-handed cartwheels before
washing out, a competitor can develop a routine that compounds
points and enhances the variety multiplier. Consequently he or she
might outscore a competitor who isatechnically better, though less
rehearsed paddler.

But this book should not be just for competitors. For the recre-
ational paddler who wantsa goal, Jackson gives clear, objective tech-
niques for evaluating playboating prowess. Even the most relaxed,
non-competitive fun-hog can impress hisor her paddling partners by
showing off competition level abilities.

Playboating: Movesand Trainingty Eric Jackson is availablein bookstores,
or from Stackpole books; tel: 800-732-3669 or sales@stackpolebooks.com

whitewater slalom racer who medaled for the United Statesin the
1972 Munich Olympics; Roger Zbel, an accomplished wildwater
racer and master o steep, formidable rapids; and Doug Gordon, a
former member o the US Whitewater Slalom team who had ex-
plored remote rivers throughout Mexico and Canada.

Butinspited theadvantagesprovided by extensive land support,
electronic communicationsystems, and satelliteimaging, the Tsang
Po defied definitive exploration after one of the paddlers was acci-
dentally swept intoan inescapable maelstrom. Asdisbelief gaveway
tothecertainty of their comrade's death, the membersaf expedition
had to confront their greatest challenge, agrueling ascent from the
depths of despair and the inner gorge the Tsang Po.

WickliffeWalker'sdramaticand authoritative insider's chronicle
of the 1998 Tsang Po expedition, from its inception to its tragic
conclusion, will surely thrill anyone who has ever dreamed of
exploring one d this planet's last great geographic enigmas. The
expedition received extensivelivecoverageon National Public Radio
and considerable speculative attention from the adventure media
later. Now, for the first time, whitewater enthusiasts can read
detailed first-hand accounts from those who were there.

Thrilling and authoritative, Courting the Diamond Sow is must
reading for anyone with an interest in cutting-edge, hard-core
whitewater exploration.
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Dog Paddle

A black and white collie
inared vest

Sits high in the raft,

Floats the foaming river.

She's thinking of Frisbees,
fetching sticks, and
being petted.

Ignoring the river-talk
"takethe tongue,”
the class, the flow
the hatch o mayflies

(nofun to chase), Yy ' Yo paclly ity i,
the bee-cursing. % B B ertmelly yeosaly st by jaoe
1 L . e ; _.‘ ] - N
She notes the roller-coaster
screams, e
baby ducks, spiraling peregrine, © e Pl 5
Thinks, what the heck, - i AR The Fowar of Exporionce
has a canine slumber, - " "B, sl
Floats the champagne river.
Fandl amd viviT pwr walele for 8
Fre calfadoy and [he name 2F 8
DianeAllen -
Payette River, Idaho e e
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Whitewater

T he Doctor is In!!!

Having problems reconciling your roman- |

tic life with your whitewater addiction? Pose
your love questions to American
Whitewater's expert on matters of the heart,
Dr. Juste Kantgettenuff. A world-renowned
psychosexual psychopathologist, Dr.
Kantgettenuffis the Director of the Division
of Marital Counseling in the Department of

sity of Cairo, Egypt. The doctor's special in-
terest is the evaluation and treatment of in-
credibly pathetic people leading miserable
lives in screwed up situations. If that applies
to you, submit your questions to the Dr.
Kantgettenuff through the editor of this
magazine. Make sure that you include your
name and address, so that you will receive all
the sympathy and/or ridicule you deserve.

GOT A JEALOUS
BONE

Dear Dr. Kantgettenuff,

| have been married for seven years and
have awonderful husband. Heisattractive,
well educated, witty and agood provider. He
dotes on our precious children. | love him
dearly. But he has two flaws: he is not a
whitewater boater (it scares him), and heis
insanely jealous. | swear on my copy of
Wildwater West Virginia that | have never
cheated onhim. But everytimel returnfrom
a day on the river he accuses me o being
unfaithful. 1don'twanttoleavehim,butlam
aSIK ClassV hair steep-creeker, and | don't
want to give up kayaking. What should | do?

Ima Reely-Gudgurl
Charleston, WV.

Dear Ima,

The way the good doctor sees it you have
two options.

Since your husband is afraid of
whitewater it is obvious that he is a wimp. No
match for a Class V daredevil like you. (How
did you get hooked up with this weenie, any-
way?) So, the next time you come home
from a day on the river and he throws one of
those hissy fits, why don't you box his ears.
If that doesn't work, kick his sorry ass! Don't
think of it as domestic violence. Think of it
as negative reinforcement.

Of course if you are a bloody pacifist |
have a second option which is guaranteed to
setyour husband's feeble mine to ease. Itis
a patented invention of mine: Dr. Juste
Kantgettenuff's Combination Dry Suit and
Virtue Protector. This top-quality, full-length
unisex Gore-Tex dry suit comes fitted with a
rear entry zipper equipped with a sturdy lock.
It is uniquely designed to keep you comfort-
able and dry on the river, while keeping your
virtue intact. Using this marvelous invention

=
is simple. Just put it on before you leave to
| go boating and allow your jealous significant

other to lock you in. When you return your
spouse can release you from the Virtue Pro-

|~ tector. Your suspicious mate can take com-
i fort in the fact that there is no way you could
|- possibly have committed hanky panky while
| locked in a dry suit! One word of advice,

Embalming and Mummification at the Univer- |

though. | wouldn't drink too much coffee on
your way to the river if | were you.

Dr Kantgettenuff's Dry Suit/Virtue Protec- -
| tor ($599) is available wherever fine

whitewater apparel is sold. Remember....
When It Comes to Lust, You Can Trust
Juste!!!

GET OVER IT!!!

Dear Dr. Kantgettenuff,

My girlfriend of fiveyearsjust dumped me
and | amsobrokenhearted | don't think | can
go on. We had such a special relationship.
Shewasthevery essenced my existence. My
eternal soul mate. | thought that our spirits
wereforever fused asone.

Wetraveled theworld kayaking together.
Wepaddled on every continent. Then onesad
day notlongago, while paddlingthe Narrows
d the Green, wewatched some cocky yahoo
run Gorilla. You know the type, a crazed
adrenaline addict with the body of abull and
the brains of ababy duck. | thought for sure
my girlfriend would share my opinion of
him, but when we got to the take-out, she
hopped into that moron's rattletrap pickup
and away they went. Thelovedf my life, gone!

Oh, Dr Kantgettenuff, please help, me? |
don't think | can livewithout her!

Joe Piddlesprung
Nashville, Tennessee

Dear Mr. Piddlesprung

That is the saddest tale of woe the good
doctor has heard since Jackson Browne
wrote that song whining about how Darryl
Hannah dumped his sorry ass. Butyou can
not sing like Jackson Browne and 111 bet any
money that your ex-girlfriend does not look
like Darryl Hannah. So... GET OVER IT!

Face it, your old girlfriend is obviously at-
tracted to this man because he has bigger
cajones thanyou do! She can't helpiit; itisa
matter of simple biology. The parrot with the
brightest plumage and the rhino with the big-
gest horn get the mates. And it is the tough-
est monkey in the pack that gets the female
with the scarlet fanny! /fyou want to win
your old girlfriend back, the first thing you
must do is run Gorilla. Thenyou will have to
tackle an even more dangerous and terrifying
drop, one that her new paramour would
never dare to challenge. Then, and only
then, may you reclaim your prize.

Otherwise, you will have to live with the

Ffrouhle???2?

sad consequences of your cowardice, and
hope that you will meet some desperate
woman who does not mind your yellow belly.
Good luck!

TRY AND TRY
AGAIN

Dear Dr. Kantgettenuff,

| followed theadviceyou gave melasttime
andtook thatguy I metinabar... theonewho
said that hewanted to learn tokayak... tothe
BottomMoose. Youwereso rightabout him,
Dr. Kantgettenuff. That morning | showed
him how to kayak in the pool at the put-in.
But when | pushed him over Fowlersville
Falls, you could hear himshriekingfor miles.
What a boob! The last | saw of him he was
dragging hissorry assuptheriverbank headed
toward the road. Good riddance.

Now for the good news. | met another
man on the Gauley last weekend and | am
pretty sure heistheonefor me. Thisguy isa
ClassV open boater who has guided rafts all
over the country. In the winter he is a ski
bum. He graduated from Penn State and
doesn't make much money. And he hasspent
alittletimeinjail, but | think | could grow to
like his nomadic rough and tumble kind of
existence. | am enclosing a snap shot; you
canseeheisquitethespecimen. What doyou
think?

Goldie Digere
New York, NY

Dearest Goldie,

As far as that first "gentleman™ is con-
cerned, | told you from the start that he was a
New York sissy boy. You are well rid of him.

As for this new man, | thought at first he
sounded promising. He apparently shares
your love of Class V whitewater and sense of
adventure. The jail time didn't bother me,
though the business about Penn State and
paddling an open canoe was a bit disturhing.
But the good doctor could have forgiven that.
But then | took a look at the photo you sent
me.

Good gracious, Goldie, what are you
thinking? Have you been blinded by pas-
sion? You must not get involved with this
man! This guy parts his hair DOWN THE
MIDDLE!

Surelyyou must know what that means.
This man is what my Grandma Konnie
Kantgettenuff used to call a Muttafriseur.
Why, you would be better off with a
Teppeloga (God forbid) than a Muttafriseur!

You must drop this Muttafriseur's sorry
ass immediately. You can do better than
this.

Keep me posted.
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— American Whitewater

.~ ACA Whitewater certification.

Whltewater Instruttors and
_ T Raft Guides

- Zoar Outdoor, a growing out-
door center in western
M assachusetts, is seeking
motivated, enthusiastic
" whitewater instructorsand raft
guides for the 2001 season.
Instructors must have current

~All river staff must have up-to-

date CPR and Firg Aid. To
rrequest an application write or

cdl before 2/10/01

Zoar Qutdoor, PO Box 245
Charlemont, MA 01339
800-532-7483
e-mail: info@zoaroutdoor.com

mohawkeanoes.com

Quality, performance & durabiity snoe 1964

SAVE 20% Factory Direct

Fast 1-2 day shipping

20 Models in Royalex® & R84 Royalite
From $519.20
Flatwater & WW,Tandem or Solo

on the showroom floor !
/t might not be right for you! !
Order a custom canoe

and haveit delivered in about 1 week | '
100's of choices - Over 100,000sold '

mohawkcanoescom

Lots of information on:
Cam, paddiing, accessories, comparisons of
materials and models & much, muchmere

We accept .
Master Card & Visa

For expert advise on choosing a canoe, call:
M-F 8:30am-4:30pmEST
407 8343233 “
H For catalogs only call:

1-800-686-6429 (24hrs{7days)
Mohawk Caroes - 963 CR 427 N . Longwood Fi 32750

Don't settlefor the canoe | i

| otter bar lodge

—— kayak school

Nestled on a bend of the California Salmon River
between the Marble Mountains and the Trinity Alps
in Northern California, you will find kayak paradise.

Our amenities am unmatched. Deluxe lodging;
gourmet meals; hot tub; sauna; masseuse; moun-
tain bikes; warm rolling ponds and gorgeous rivers
for all levels -beginning to advanced. We provide
state of the art equipment. Our instructors are the
best you can find. We can tailor your week to be as
challenging (or relaxing) as you would like!

Adult & Kids Classes « Grand Canyon Trips

Box 210, Forks of Salmen, CA B0
|S30)462-4T7T2

wiww.otlerbar.com

November ¢ December 2000



S, Crmpage & h.i.:u.-. r

click here...

_CANOE AND KAYAK
OUTHTTERS

DRY BAGS « PFDs « INRATABLES
* NEOPRENE CLOTHING
* CAR RACKS e+ ACCESSORIES
PLUS
* BACKPACKING
* CLIMBING
* FAMILY CAMPING
* RUGGED CLOTHING

&ﬂ%ﬂ% ?INC.

THAHIYS MIDDLE FORE & MATN SAL ‘-'[DN
1-888-634-2600

i
1
I

www.Canyonslnc.com |

& FOOTWEAR

CALL FOR I'JLIR fHEE CATALOG
1-(800) 230-2151
Or Writeto Us at:

PO BOX 700-AWO,
SADDLE RIVER, NJ.

Middle Fork of the
Salmon River

World class kayak
instruction
Low guide/guest ratio
Hot springs - Gourmet food

Masseuse

Middle Fork River Exp

with

Tarkio Kayak Adventures

1-800-801-5146

Rl VERSPORT

\ 213 Yough Street

F@,ﬁ " Confluence. PA 15424

(814) 3955744
= _email: whiteh20@shol.com
woww aball romykevake

One o the top whitewater schoolsin the
country. Riversport offers a safe yet
challenging experience for first-time beginners.
as wdl as experts.

Friendly instructors, small classes. excellent
equipment, and a beautiful riverfront camp
combine to provide the perfect setting for
learning whitewater skills. Students are
carefully placed in small classes according to
skill level, paddling interest and age. We
guarantee your satisfaction. Ask about our
specia clinicsand group rates.

Custom squirt, surf &
whitewater kayaks
created as
individually as

zOU are

PS Composites, Inc.

2535 Roundtop Rd.
Middletown PA 17057

717-944-1752
www.customkayak.com

h‘:_'\;_ _‘%f __; /_
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