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TanToms
Rall Grabs
and the New
Millennium

Everytimelpick upamagazineor
switch on the TV or radio | find sol-
emn reflectionson the passng ofthe
Old Millennium and the cosmic im-
portance of the New Millennium.
There seems to be two schools of
thought. Newageoptimistsarecheer-
fully projecting that the year 2000
will usher in a utopia supported by
new technologies. At the sametime,
doomsday prophets are predicting
that in2000, calamitoushurricanes,
earthquakes, tidal waves, volcanic
eruptions, fallingcomets, and floods
will destroy the world.

Right now, living in the drought-stricken
Appalachians where the paddling has been
abysmal for nearly ayear, I'd settle for agood
hard rain! Yes, I'm alittle cranky. So fasten
your seat belts, cause it's going to beabumpy
flight.

As editor of this magazine, certainly an
influential publication if ever there wasone,
| feel obligated to contribute to this Millen-
nium Madness. Unfortunately, I'm not much
of aprophet. | have noidea what liesahead for
paddiers beyond the year 2000. But | can't
pass up this opportunity to start the New
Millenniumwith everyone pi**ed off at once.
So let me suggest several whitewater-related
innovations, inventions, and ideas from the
Old Millennium that we should definitely
leave behind.

1 The words kewl, dude, rad, gnarly and
Xtreme. We need these words...NOT

2 Raucous hip hop soundtracks to
whitewater videos. Can someone explain
to me what Puff Daddy has to do with
whitewater? Why can't whitewater videos
have soundtracks by more appropriate
artists, like Vanilla Fudge or theKinks, for
instance?
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3 Those black rubber strips some boat
manufacturers put around cockpit
rims...the ones that awaysfal off. Does
anyone know what the hell those things
arefor?

4 Rail grabs. | actually had to ask a kewl
friend of mineto tell mewhat rail grabs
were. "Dude, it's like when you let go of
your paddle and grab your cockpit rim
while making a really rad gnarly move."

"Why would you do such a thing?" |
asked incredulously. "Wouldn't it be bet-
tertohold ontoyour paddiewhenyouare
making a rad gnarly move?"

"Well, that wouldn't bevery Xtremel" he
replied sarcastically.

Right. (Mayberail grabswereinvented to
keep those black rubber strips from fall-
ing off.)

5 Tom Toms. Or, more precisely, tom tom
playing after 11 p.m. in public camp-
grounds. My introduction to tom tom
playing occurred about a year ago in a
tent city near the New River. Thetomtom
playing commenced at 10 o'clock. For a
while it wasan interesting novelty. By 11
o'clock it had become tiresome. By mid-
night it was downright annoying. By 1
am. itwas maddening. Finally, some big
tough river cowboys | know launched a
raid on the tom tom campsite. (I was
afraid it wasgoing toget ugly, so !l hidin
my tent.) After a minor skirmish, the
"braves" surrendered their drumsand we
all got somesleep. Okay, | know what you
are thinking... that | am just jealous

because | don't have a tom tom. This is
true... butl do haveaclarinet. You know,
one of thoselong black thingsthat squeal
likeastuck pig. Of coursel haven't played
my clarinetsince | was12 years old. Nev-
ertheless, | think I'm goingtostart taking
it with me on overnight river trips. That
way when thetom tom playing starts, I'll
beabletojoin right in!

Fee demo. Fee demo iswhen the govern-
ment you support with your tax dollars
chargesyouafeeto put upyour tent, hike,
camp, kayak ,or even park your car onthe
pubic lands which you, asa citizen, own.
And, guess what? In many locations the
money raised by collectingthesefeesdoes
not even cover thecost of collectingthese
fees! Fee demo, like many members of
congress who support it, should obvi-
ously beleft in the Old Millennium.

Self-righteous "conservation” organiza-
tions unwilling to compromise or con-
sider other groups' positions. They often
waste their energy sabotaging the efforts
of other, less militant green groups. They
will fight to the death to preserve their
right to enjoy publiclands at the expense
o everyone else's. For instance, some of
themthink it isfinefor themto backpack
through our national parks, but notfor us
to kayak through them. C'mon folks. If
you are really worried about the
Yellowstone ecosystem and you want to
show your muscle... takeonthesnowmo-
bile concessionaires, the RV lobby, or the
agricultural associationsthat want to ex-
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terminate the recently-reintroduced
wolves. Play your tomtomsand doarain
dance in front of their teepees, not ours!

8 Whitewater kayak and canoe advertise-
mentsthat do not feature any pictures of
boats and/or whitewater. Some o them
don't have photos o anything real at all,
just pop art. If | wanted to see that I'd go
to the Brooklyn Museum o Art and look
at that famous elephant poop exhibit! Or
the recent ad that reminded me of an old
Michael Jackson video. No, not the one
where he grabs his crotch... apparently
hisversion d arailgrab. | mean the one
where Michael fliesaround in the cutest
little rocket ship. Somehow this sublimi-
nal association did not inspire me to go
out and buy a boat! | don't like ads that
featurealot of world famouswhitewater
celebrities, either. | don't know about
you, but | buy boats, not personalities.

9 The ongoing "competition" to set the
world record for kayaking over the high-
estwaterfall. Carriedtoitslogical conclu-
sion, thiswill inevitably lead toalot of sad
tom tom playing.

10 Insensitivesafety pontificators. You know
the type. Whitewater safety "experts” full
of self righteous indignation who rant
and rave in club newsletters and on
Internet newsgroups about who was to
blame and what should have been done
after therehasbeenariver fatality. All too
often theseinsensitive pontificatorsdon't
evenwait until the details of an accident
areavailable— they proselytizeonthebasis
of rumor and supposition. Wedon't really
need theseself styled " experts" inthe New
Millennium, do we?

Bob Gedekoh

(Opinions expressed in the Forum almost
always represent those of Bob Gedekoh and
almost never represent those of the Member-
ship, Board, or Staff of American Whitewater,
most of whom are safety-oriented, conserva-
tion minded, tactful, tom tom playing, rail
grabbing, gnarly dudes and dudettes who are
devoted fans of Puff Daddy and would never
stoop to such blatant sarcasm!)

Load Up On

style, Function, Innovation, and service

«-hhecause it works!

Call for free catalog

501-746-5569

Made with pride in Friendsville, MD

iYW IO e SUHETS GO M

Whitewater Dancer I1

This video hasit all! Underwater
rolls, the89 Worlds, Rodeos, Hot
wave and hole surfing, ClassV wipe \
outs, Tunesbyworld famous fiddlemaster
PAPPA JOHN CREACH! HI-FI ster 055 Miim.

.

O e

Getinto the. GRAND CANYON. Seethebigdropsand an

innertuberun of Lava Falls, with some really wild tunes.
E HI-Fl stereo 43 Min.

'The Upper Yough; Gauley, Big.Sandy,
Y and The Russell Fork -
Seeall of thebiggnarly dropson these4 great riversall on"
- one tape! HI-FI stereo 43 Min.
How to Medify a Sabre

All you need to turn a Sabreinto The hottest plastic play boat
in the wor |d! #fth action footageand truly outrageous tunes
_HI-FI stereo 49 Min. (Appliesto most plastic boats!)

To get your copy, in VHS, send a check or money order
for $19.95 each, plus $4.00 shipping and handlingto:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
1808 Old Meadow Rd., Apt. 803, McLean, VA 22102
(703) 7348995
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"FEEL THE THUNDER!"

Rick Gusic's latest film, "Silent Thunder: The Legend of Team C” is rolling across the country,

) - S
and the accolades are pouring in: .]_EML
-Winner of three awards at the National Paddling Film Festival, including Best of the 1 2 of c

Show
-Winner of the "Humor" category at the Canadian Water Walker Film Festival

The Legend of Team C:
From the director of Spreading the Disease comes a new whitewater paddling video that
provides an in-depth look at ateam of paddlers that most of the paddling world wouldn't touch
inamillion years. A team of kayakers that checked their ego at the door long, long ago. The
result? A few laughs, a couple of interviews, and footage of an elite group of skilled to moder-
ately skilled boaters taking their shot at fame by throwing themselves up against some of the
best whitewater in the country and getting brutalized.

The Rivers
North Fork of the Blackwater, WVA, Green Narrows, NC, The Big South, GO, The Gauley, WVA, I
The Russel Fork, Ky, Oh Be Joyful Creek, QO, Homestake Creek, GO, Spencer Heights of the
Cache, GO, The Narrows of the Cache, QO, Tallulah Gorge, GA The Rouge, Canada, Clear Creek,
QO, Gore Canyon, CO, The Bottom Moose, NY, The East River, GO, The North Fork o f th&

| South Platte, GO, Tunnel Creek, CO, The Casselman (high water), PA

Filest Thondsr: ms

Hey Kids! Brian J
Says, —1
“Watch me get
brutalized!"

Available now at paddling stores across the country,
~at www.irnmersionresearch.com, or call 814-395-9191 ¥
' Visa and Mastercard accepted. $27.95+33.00 S&H

_Sinde 1055 dmerican Whitsssier has been hard o wirk H D

cOmseErving, restoring and securing acoess o your Bvorde EH‘EH

riverE. S BUs Thme o join ws and help protect Y04 ALL EEE
- 1 JM:I-:I.'mH fuifuiret, A% & fisecEndner i 1 fesiiie Ehee Deosd B ﬂ
A whiteanler poeess, conaermion, safey, recreatbon ol
evenia Yon'll nlso peoeive a fose subscription o
—.Q -"' AMERICAN WHITEWAIER magnstine—the culting edge
_Fn whitewaier informallen and enferialnment
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John Foss Tributary
Appreciated

Dear Bob:

Asyou know, itwas July 5,1998 when we
suffered tremendous pain at the loss d my
brother, John Foss, in Peru. | have been
remissin expressing awarm thank youtoyou
and the staff at AW. Y our team put together a
very nice tribute to John in the Septemberl
October 1998 issue of American Whitewater.
Unfortunately at that time, we were just too
numb from the entire ordeal and somehow
missed thanking you for your support. We
have read the articles many times and have
shown them to many of our friends.

Lastyear, PhyllisHorowitzsent usseveral
copies d the magazine, which we have been
able to hand out to close friends. It is truly
another piece d John that we can hold onto
and share with others. We thank you for all
the kindness shown to our family.

My brother Tom and | met Ken Ransford
and Ric Alesch at the Gore River Festival in
August o 1998. We attended thefestival be-
cause we were packing up John's things in
Telluride and had the opportunity to meet
severd o John's friends there. Ken and Ric
were extremely gracious and supportive to
us. In March of thisyear, | received an e-mail
from John Gangemi offering support in our
endeavors of John's book Chili Whitewater: A
Rafting and Kayaking Guide, which we are
working hard to bring tofruition and hopeto
have published by year end or 1st quarter of
2000.

Because o your friendship at our time o
great need and your affiliation with my
brother, we are now members of AW. We are
happy to beable to help support your organi-
zation and look forward to doing so for many
years down the road. On behaf o John's
family, | sincerely want to thank the staff at
AW, including those who worked on my
brother's tribute "behind the scenes." You
areaterrific group of people and | know why
Johnfeltsohighly of all of youand AW. Please
share our gratitude with everyone.

Sincerely,

Pattie Todd

Lindenhurst, Illinois

Editor's note: John Foss was a dedicated
AW Regional Director who died in 1998 on a
first descent in South America. The posthu-
mous publication of his guidebook is widely
anticipated. His website can be visited at;

http://ourworld.compuserve.com/
homepages/aventurasandes

Anti Rodeo Rant

Just afriendly letter to the organizers o
the Ottawa Rodeo:

What the hell doyou think you are doing
organizingarodeo onthe last long weekend
o summer? Or on any weekend, for that
matter. Rodeos should be held mid week
because, let'sbehonest, thecontestantsdon't
have real jobs. Then you can keep the waves
to yourselves and the rest of us working
paddlers won't have to put up with the line
jumping wave hogsthat are attracted to the
rodeo circuit.

You know us don't you? The working
paddlers.. . we are the people that pay retail
for our boatsand, in case you arewondering,
we don't do that so that we can drive 5-10
hours and then paddle flat water to watch
someone else have al the fun. That's right,
rodeo boys, you're not the only oneswho are
unbelievably selfish. It's the nature of the
sport. Wewould rather be trying moves our-
selves than watch you dudes crank off end-
less cartwheels. Kayaking is not a spectator
sport, unless o course you're talking about
midwinter when you need a fix. Then the
kayakvideo isperfect. (Thisisanother point.
If you did hold the rodeo mid week, then the
people who want to watch will have to buy
thevideo.)

But if it is a choice between watching
some dude who spent al summer on the
river going for his one millionth cartwheel
or shredding the wave mysdf....well, I'm
sorry rodeo boy, wait your turn, I'm next in
line. Which brings me to the one benefit of
therodeo. On Sunday, whentheexpertswere
competing and all o the wannabees were
watching, therest of theboaterswere having
fun joking with each other and (get this)
waiting their turn in line. That's right, we
knew who was next in line and we were
relaxed and having fun. | can't understand
why somebody can spend long enough on
the river to learn the moves but can't quite
learn courtesy.

So how about moving that annoying old
rodeo to mid week and, if you must hold one
on aweekend, limit it to people who have
full-time jobs outside of the paddling indus-
try. In fact, the categories could go some-
thinglikethis: 1. Singlewith afull-time job.
2. Married with a full-time job. 3. Married
with a full-time job and children. 4. Single
with two full-time jobs and children.

This would be so much better, because
lets face the truth, anyone can spend dll
summer ontheOttawawith an Xand learnto
cartwheel and flat spin, but if asingle mom
with kids can get out there and surf, then
you've got a superstar.

[~ Onemorethingtothinkabout. Whenyou
are on the river decked out from head to
bootieinfactory-sponsored gear and aresurf-
ing a hot wave like the garburetor, try smil-
ing. It is supposed to be fun! | realize that
notableexceptions like KenWhitingand Eric
Jackson really areenjoying themselves, but if
| had adollar for every pouting rodeo dude |
saw on the weekend...well, | wouldn't be
rich, but I could probably buy a case of beer.
Cheers and happy boating.

Kevin Maggs
Marriedwithafull-time job and children.

Editor's Note: Remind menever tocutin
linein front of this guy!!!

Dam Complexities

Dear Editor,

After finishing a research trip to inven-
tory riparian vegetation along the lower
Salmon Gorgeand Hell'sCanyon d theSnake,
our scientific study team stopped by NRSin
Moscow to pick up some reading for the
afternoon drive back to Canada. It wasinter-
esting to note that most of the paddling
magazines featured articles about dam de-
commissioning. Fueled by the excitement
surrounding the breaching of Edwards Dam
on Maine's Kennebec River, both the press
and the boating community have become
captivated by the prospectsfor freeing North
American rivers.

However, the technical aspects are sub-
stantially more complex than generally por-
trayed. The article in the July/Aug. 1999
issue American Whitewater by Richard
Ingebretsen and Steve Hannon about Glen
Canyon is particularly misleading. These
authors suggest that following the removal
o the Glen Canyon Dam, 'The impounded
soilsand sedi mentswould flush out quickly.'
Thisisquite incorrect since the depositional
deltain Powell Reservoir would be largeand
deep enough that substantial sedimentwould
remain after dam removal.

With a much more serious error, the
authorssuggest that A botanist's wildflower
dreamwould ensue. Cottonwoods, hackberry
trees, box elders, mesquite, and acaciawould
quickly populate the rich soil. In perhaps a
hundred years the canyon bottoms would
slowly return to their historic condition'.

In contrast to thisglowing forecast, cur-
rent scientific evidence overwhelmingly pre-
dicts that the riparian, or floodplain, wood-
lands will NEVER return to the pre-dam
condition. In addition to the artificial sedi-
ment status and impacts of other upstream
impoundments and diversions that will per-
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sist, there have been severe infestations of
Eurasian plants. These foreign weeds have
found their way to North America either by
accident or deliberateintroduction andsome
proliferate explosively since there are no
North American insects or other herbivores
that act to control their populations.

The proliferation of tamarisk, or salt ce-
dar, would be almost certain following the
drawdown of Powell Reservoir. This Asian
treewould very likely become the dominant
woody plant in the riparian zone. It only
takes a quick stop at Moab, UT, upstream of
Powell Reservoir, or atrip to the San Juan, a
nearby tributary, to gauge theinvasive vigor
o tamarisk. We and others have studied the
ecology of cottonwoods and tamarisk along
the Colorado River and el sewhere and tama-
risk managementisacurrentfocusfor ripar-
ian restoration projects throughout the
American southwest.

Whilethe proliferationaf tamariskwould
discouragethereestablishmentd nativeFre-
mont cottonwoods and sandbar willows, the
transitional zones that would be re-exposed
and barren of vegetation might even bemore
problematic. Itisunclearwhich exotic plants
would dominate in these zones but the en-
croachment o noxiousweedssuch asyellow
star-thistle, other knapweeds, white-top, and
various other nasty, alien weeds would be
almost certain. These vigorous exotics could
dominate the transitional zones well before
the slow-growing, native hackberry has a
chance to become reestablished. Moving up
into the higher elevation zones, cheat grass,
a poor species for either native wildlife or
cattle, would be likely to encroach and pros-
per, along with other exotic upland species.

With these pessimistic prospects, the
decommissioning of dams must be executed
cautiously. My ownview isthat Glen Canyon
should await more modest decommissioning
projects that would provide the knowledge
needed to discourage the explosion of exotic
weeds that would preclude the restoration of
nativewoodlands. Thereare numerousother
damsundergoing environmental assessment
that might be better early candidates for
decommissioning. Consistent with the
present ranking of American Rivers, consid-
eration for breaching o the lower Snake
River damsmay haveagreater urgency since
the Columbia Basin salmon stocks are col-
lapsing abruptly. However, the Snake River
decommissionings are also fraught with en-
vironmental (and political) complexities and
again, mismanagement during dam removal
could resultin riparian ecosystemsthat lack
the desired aesthetic, recreational, cultural
and wildlife habitat values.

The knowledge-lapse expressed by
Ingebretsen and Hannon is rather common.
Most river resource managers have a very
limited understanding of the complexity and

vulnerability o riparian processes. The cur-
rent dam decommissionings are typicaly
driven by fisheries concerns and many fish-
erieshiologistsareregrettably narrow-sighted
with respect to the overall riverine ecosys
temsthat include both theaquaticand ripar-
ian components.

Thus, rather than following the ques-
tionable construction of the Glen Canyon
Dam with another misguided environmental
action, weshould proceedvery carefully with
dam decommissioning. Fortunately thereare
some promising precedents with respect to
river restoration, such asalong the Truckee
River downstream of Reno, NV, and these
indicatethat careful in-stream flow manage-
ment can provide an effective tool for the
partia restoration o western rivers.

Stewart Rood
Professor o Riparian Ecology
University o Lethbridge, Alberta

Scanned photo file enclosed: The Colo-
rado River upstream of Powell Reservoir has
become dominated by tamarisk (salt cedar),
an exotic treefrom Asia Tamarisk out-com-
petes the native cottonwoods and willows
that historically provided the basis for ripar-
ian woodlands with exceptionally rich wild-
life habitats. Unlessvery carefully managed,
it is likely that tamarisk and other exotic,

theinitially barren landscape that would fol-
low the drawdown of Powell Reservoir.

(Editor's note: Sorry, but we were techni-
cally unable to reproduce the photo.)

Professor Rood:

Thank you professor Rood for your infor-
mative letter regarding dam removal and
specifically your concerns regarding the ar-
ticle in the July/August issue of American
Whitewater on Glen Canyon Dam. American
Whitewater isin complete agreement with
your comments on the need to be cognizant
o the ecological complexities of dam re-
moval prior to advocating that course o
action. American Whitewater examines dam
removal on a case-by-case basis and only
after crediblescientificanalysisisconducted.
American Whitewater considers removal in
cases where the dam is no longer economi-
cally viable and/or the environmental im-
pacts associated with the project outweigh
the dam's benefits. This policy, adopted by
the American Whitewater Board o Direc-
tors, balances dam removal with river resto-
ration. In some cases American Whitewater

invasive weedswould colonize and dominate

recommends decommi ssioning a project but
retaining thedamstructurefor environmen-
tal reasonssuch as obstructing upstream fish
passage to prevent exotic speciesinvasionsor
trapping toxic pollutants in reservoir sedi-
ments. In each case therecommended course
o action is based on credible studies.

The guest article on Glen Canyon Dam
was intended to educate members on the
need to study the removal of Glen Canyon
Dam as part d a broader Environmental
Impact Study (EIS) investigating the im-
pacts associated with the dam and potential
operational changes that might mitigate
impacts. Your informative letter highlighted
some o the complexities to consider which
the dam removal alternative overlooked in
that article. Thank you. Our readersare bet-
ter informed as a result of your letter.

American Whitewater supports the need
for an EIS of Glen Canyon Dam. This must
not be confused with endorsement for re-
moval o Glen Canyon Dam. By supporting
the EIS, American Whitewater hopes scien-
tific studies will illustrate the prosand cons
o damremoval enablingthe publicand agen-
ciesto make an informed decision. The con-
cernsraisedinyour letter regarding restora-
tion of riparian vegetation should be thor-
oughly investigated in an environmental
impact study o Glen Canyon Dam. Without
theEIS, the publicisunable tocomparedam
removal with aseriesd operational alterna-
tives designed to mitigate the impacts of
Glen Canyon Dam on the Colorado River.
Theinformation generated fromsuchan EIS
will not only assist the decision-making pro-
cess for the future of Glen Canyon Dam but
will also greatly benefit the existing knowl-
edge base on dam removal and associated
river restorationworldwide. American White-
water strongly supportsthistype o informa-
tion gathering.

Your letter implies that American
Whitewater is jumping on the dam removal
bandwagon. Nothing could be further from
the truth. In fact, American Whitewater is
one d the key river conservation organiza-
tions making dam removal a reality. Ameri-
can Whitewater's rational approach to river
restoration has helped create the present
political climate that makes dam remova a
possihility. For years, American Whitewater
has actively petitioned the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC),the agency
overseeing thelicensingof al private hydro-
power dams in the U.S., to include dam re-
moval alternatives in relicensing as well as
require utility-financed funding mechanisms
for dam removal asacomponent o ahydro-
power license. This work was manifested in
the removal of Edward's Dam in Mainethis
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past summer. American Whitewater wasone
d thegroups participating in the multi-year
negotiations that eventually culminated in
the removal of Edward's Dam. The removal
of Condit Dam on Washington's White
Salmon River was announced in September
(seearticle in this issue). American White-
waterwasaprinciple playerintherelicensing
proceeding and settlement that culminated
in an agreement to remove Condit Dam.
Lastly, on a historical note, in 1955 Ameri-
can Whitewater formally opposed the con-
struction d Glen Canyon Dam beforeit was
built. Clearly, dam removal is not a new
concept for American Whitewater but rather
acornerstoned theorganizations conserva-
tion program focused on protecting and re-
storing America's whitewater rivers.

As you point out, river restoration in-
volvesa process far more complex than just
removing dams. American Whitewater wel-

comes your input and shared expertise, as |

well asthat of other members, to help ussort
through this complexity and make well-in-
formed decisions. Please feel free to share
your opinion openly and often! After all, you
are part o the tapestry o experience and
energy that has been woven by our member-
ship.

Your input and those of other members
will help shape our future, as an organiza-
tion and as a steward o whitewater river
conservation.

Sincerely,

John T. Gangemi
Conservation Director

Editor's Note: American Whitewater
wants to make it easy for you to volunteer
your expertiseonissuesd your choice. Ifyou
are interested in assisting American White-
water inany of our program areas — Conser-
vation, Access, Safety, or Events— don't be
shy. Contact us by phone at (301) 589-9453
or by email at <Sam@amwhitewater.org>.

Paddhng
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A RICA

New MEXICO |
Cultures ECUADOR |

| We run the kind of trip you want to be a
For more info. contact us at 8281488-6199 or
www.endlessriveradventures.com

s —

OUTHITTERS
STORE

» Featuring paddling
¥ gear that we
personally use:

Wave Sport \Watershed

Stohlquist Harmony Accessories
Shap Dragon  Oobe
Salamander Thule

141 5? Hwy 19W (in the H‘.untu!mh Gorge)
Hnﬂh Carolina 28713
IEB e-mail: endrdvadv@cs.com
in touch with "Monthiy What's up”

a

on: www endlessriveradventures.com
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Sometimes..
It’s Not

"Wann-uuac;m " h(lN you il

By Bise lop Diodiig

l_mh-umn_l-qm-mﬂnu:-n-.-ﬂ - ...i""' .
e '/ } e’ =" Polartec 300" %

whiith| o chiesl and hagh doubled ool

* Shearling Vest "

.
By Blue Ice Clothing

® i
Front fully Llined with micro ] !
fleece 2 zippered front pockets .
long cut back high doubled collar
° # i

for extra warmth AW logo on
Chars], LORH, My

\yOu look. 45

Far inct a fow hrrks van ean shnw your
plars and get some great stuffo AR of our
produets are of the highes! quality and
npranteed to-fmprove Your- g,

—_—— e p———

l ITEM SILE [QUANTITY TOTAL -;
l AW lackets, Vests and T-shirts svailable in ML XL unless aBled (postage 33,00 up bo 2 shirts) |
| B Warm Up Jacket: 855/ M-X1/ Collors: Skate Blue J 1
| B Vest: 345 ) M-XLS Colors: Navy |
=8 bogo Tshirts: $15- M-KL Golors: White, Lray 15 - )
I B Whilewater Design T-shirts; 15 / L & XL onhy' Colors Mocha, Mois, Gray Ash |
| W Logn embroitered Kasr Caps 318 fpostage 510 Colors-Gold-or Biack i
| W AW License Plate Frames: $5 ipostage 1) |
B AW Embroidered Patches: $2
I B AW Waterproof Decals: $.50
M Insulated Travel Mugs with lid: $5 (5:
| B Safety Flash Cards: $8.95 ($1) I
| B Caney Fork Poster $7 (postagle 32,08 x - ! |
| AW FiIEE Pads $7 (posage S : “;'_.';,’ 1
| mail to AWA, P.0. Box 636, " POSTAGE }
| Margaretville, NY 12455 |
—I_&I‘_EIIILB_I[ILIII]I!J}! -
|
L Call 014-586-2355 or Fax 914-586-3050 _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ __l___L____J
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=
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keeping b _r.|-:‘,._.r'..
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the name of fun

For free catalogue of these cool boats contact Riot at- Tel 514 931 0366 wwwrictkayakscom
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Whitewater

Rivers

For more than fourty years American Whitewater has been first in whitewaler
conservation, access. safety, recreation and events. We work tiralessly (o
promote whitewater sparts and protect and resore whitewater rivers

nationwide. You can be a part of the action too, By joining American

Whitewater, support our efforts and stay on top of the latast whitéwater news
—om bimonthly journal, American Whitewater. Lel's work together towards the *
next millenium!

American Whitewater
Memba Benefits

B Subscription to American Whitewater
W American Whitewater bumper sticker
W American Whitewater Safety Code

_Access M Conservation M Safety M Fun B Peace of Mind_____

g O @R W R R R R R o ok od ol R Rl R SRR FEEFRE R EEREEEFEEREE R R ESR S EE S 8 E 8RS &R SR

Remember - tomorrow your favorite river could be in jeopardy. A donation of e—
any amount to the AW Whitewater Defense Project goes a long way toward
keeping our whitewater rivers wild and free!

"B Junior (under 21) ($15.00) ......veoereiereeeienreee e
W Individual ($25.00) (Canadian $30, Foreign $35)

B Family/Household ($35.00) (Canadian $40, Foreign $45) ..... - Name:

B Ender Club ($100.00) (Bonus Gift - T-Shirt, Specify M,L,XL) - Address:

M Retendos ($250.00) (Bonus Gift - Embroidered KAVU Cap).. City: State: Zip:
M Club Affiliation ($50.00) .....evvrrrrermrrrrrrrirerenresrseserseercerses Home Phone: Work Phone:

M Contribution to Whitewater Defense Fund ...........ccovvseoniieieans Local Club:

M Total Enclosed (US $ ONlY) ...cvvvverrvereersmereenreneerreevinccees

Methodof payment: I:]Check l:]MasterCard |:|Visa

Your Contribution is tax deductible. Account Number
E-Mail Address: Expiration Date
Signature:
E Yes, | would be interested in working as an AW volunteer. You may Fax credit card orders to: (914) 586-3050

Detatch and mail to: AWA, P.O. Box 636, Margaretville, NY 12455



Meads read Chad carelully belore sonding @s

" your articles and photos! This isavolunteer pub-—antee the safe return oiyour pictures. If you want™

lication, please cooperate and help usout. Do not
send usyour material withouf a release —signed

by all authorsand photographers (ateched)!!!

The editorial staff of American Whitewafer
carefully reviewsall material submitted for publi-
cation. Weare particularly interested in receiving
full-length feature articles, conservation and club
news, special event announcements, articles per-
taining towhitewater safety and short, humorous
pieces.

Articlesshouldfit our established format; that
is, they should be stylistically pattered to fit into
our Features, AW Briefs, River Voices, Conserva-
tion Currents, Safety Lines, Humor or End Notes
sections. Exceptiona photographsandwhitewater
cartoons are al so welcomed.

If possible, articles should be submitted on a
3-inch computer cassette. (Word Perfect preferred
- othersaccepted.) Please do not alter themargins
or spacing parameters. use the standard default
settings. Send a printed copy of thearticle aswell.

Thosewithout access to aword processor may
submit their articles typed. Please double space.

Photos may be submitted as slides, black or

white prints, or color prints. Keep your originals
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Release For Publication

Guidelines for Gontributors

ard daiad ud dugslicales of puoaka Bl W CRMed] T
ustoreturn your pictures, includeaself-addressed
stamped envelope with your submission. Because
we publishin black and white, photoswith alot of
contrast work best.

American Whitewater feature articles should
relate tosomeaspect ofwhitewater boating. Please
do not submit articles pertaining to sea kayaking
or flat water. The best features have a definite
slant...or theme. They are not merely chronol ogi-
cal recountings of river trips.

Open thestory with an eye-catching lead, per-
haps by telling an interesting anecdote. Dialogue
should be used to heighten the reader's interest.
Don't just tell usabout theriver... tell us about the
people on theriver... develop them as characters.
Feature articlesshould not bewritten in the style
o aloca club newsletter.

If you are writing about a commonly paddied
river, your story should be told from a unique
perspective. Articles about difficult, infrequently
paddled, or exotic rivers are given special consid-
eration. But we arealso interested in well written,
unusual articles pertaining to Class III and IV
rivers as well. Feature stories do not have to be
about aspecific river. Articlesabout paddling tech-
niques, theriver environmentand river personali-

Signed

volunteer conservation and safety organization.

ties are also accepted. Pieces that incorporate
humor are especially welcome. Open boating and
rafting stories are welcome.

Don't be afraid to let your personality shine
through and don't be afraid to pokealittle fun at
yourself... and your paddling partners.

Profanity should be used only when it is abso-
|utely necessary to effectively tell astory; it isnot
our intent to intentionally offend our more sensi-
tive members and readers.

Please check all facts carefully, particularly
those regarding individuals, government agen-
cies, and corporationsinvolved in river accessand
environmental matters. You are legally respon-
siblefor theaccuracy of such material. Makesure
names are spelled correctly and river gradients
and distances are correctly calculated.

Articleswill be edited at the discretion of the
editors tofit our format, length, and style. Expect
toseechangesinyourarticle. Ifyou don't want us
toedityourarticle, don't sendit to ud Because of
our deadlines you will not be able to review the
editorial changes we make prior to publication.

American Whitewater isnonprofit; the editors
and contributorstoAmerican Whitewater are not
reimbursed. On rare occasions, by prearrange-
ment, professional writers receive a small hono-
rarium when they submit stories at our request.
Generally, our contributors do not expect pay-
ment, since most are members of AW, which isa

| hereby release my work (literary, graphic or photographic) for publica-

tion in American Whitewater magazine.

| understand that my work may be edited or cropped at the editors'

discretion.

| understand that | will not be paid for my work.

| accept responsibility for theaccuracy of theinformation included in my

submission. | have not libeled or slandered any individual, corporation or

ency in thiswork.

| understand that all or some of my work may be reprinted at somefuture

date in an American Whitewater publication.

| promise that this material has not been and will not soon be published
another magazine or publication and the rights to this material are

clear and unrestricted.

| understand that once this material is printed in American Whitewater

it may bereprinted or reproduced in other publicationsif Iwish, providing

| notify them that it has already appeared in American Whitewater.

Date

Thisreleasemust besigned by al | thecontributing author(s), photographer(s)
and graphic artist(s).

Send your material to Bob Gedekoh, R.D.#4, Box 228, Elizabeth, PA. 15037.
Please use regular first class postage.... Not certified mail.

You can saveanver forever...
planninga

Your gift can:
Secure permanent access to rivers for generations to come
Protect and/or restore an endangered whitewater river
Promote whitewater safety
Support theworld's leading whitewater organization

Will
real estate
M insurance

bequests
W stocks

Please direct inquiriesto Ken Ransford, attorney and CPA, 970-963-6800, or by e-mail at ransford@csn.net.

trusts
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American Whitewater

Our mission is to conserve and restore
America's whitewater resources and to enhance
opportunities to enjey them safely.

The American Whitewater [AW] is a national
organization with a membership consisting of
thousands of individual whitewater boating
enthusiasts, and more than 100 local paddling
club affiliates.

CONSERVATION: AW maintainsa complete
national inventory of whitewater rivers, monitors
threatsto those rivers, publishes information on
river conservation, provides technical advice to
local groups, works with government agencies
and other river users, and-- when necessary--

takes legal action to prevent river abuse.

RIVER ACCESS: To assure public access to
whitewater riverspursuant totheguidelines pub-
lished initsofficial AccessPolicy, AW arrangesfor
river access through private lands by negotiation
or purchase, seeks to protect the right of public
passage on al rivers and streams navigable by
kayak or canoe, resistsunjustified restrictionson
government managed whitewater riversandworks
with government agenciesand other river usersto
achieve these goals.

EDUCATION: Through publication of the bi-
monthly magazine, and by other means, Ameri-
can Whitewater. ( AW) provides information and
education aboutwhitewater rivers, boating safety,
technique and eguipment.

SAFETY: AW promotes paddling safely, pub-
lishes reports onwhitewater accidents, maintains

auniform national ranking systemforwhitewater
rivers (thelnternational Scale of Whitewater Dif-
ficulty) and publishesand disseminates the inter-
nationally recognized AW Whitewater Safety Code.

EVENTS: AW organizessporting events, con-
testsand festivalsto raisefundsfor river conserva-
tion, including the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeo in
Tennessee, the Gauley River Festival in West Vir-
ginia (thelargest gathering of whitewater boaters
in the nation), the Arkansas River Festival in
Colorado, the Kennebec Festival in Maineand the
Deerfield Festival in Massachusetts.

AW was incorporated under Missouri nonprofit
corporation lawsin 1961and maintainsits princi-
pal mailing address at 1430 Fenwick Lane, Silver
Spring, MD 20910 (301) 589-9453. AW is tax ex-
empt under Section 501{(c) (3) of the Interna
Revenue Code.

Chris Kelly
3201 Rodeo Drive
Columbia_MO 65203

Bill Sedivy
Route 5 Box 714F
Clarksburg WV 26301

Jay PK. Kenney Pete Skinner

Ric Alesch, President
14262 W. Warren Place
Lakewood, QO 80228
raleschOworldnet.att.net

Landis Arnold

3170 Eastwood Court
Boulder, CO 80304
Landisa@ibm net

Lee Belknap

1308 Maryland Ave.

Glen Allen, VA 23060
rivergypsy@sprintmail.com

Risa Shimoda Callaway
216 Inverness Way
Easley, SC 29642
risashi@mindspring.com

Tom Christopher

931 Union Street, Rear
Leominster, MA 01453
tchrisOtiac.net

Brooke Drury

8224 - 14th Avenue NE
Seattle, WA 98115
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Chuck Estes

114 Bay Path Drive

Oak Ridge, TN 37830
estesoak@worldnet.att.net

Sue Langfitt Fuller
5 Martin Road

Rye, NY 10580
Slangfitt@gwrr.com

Bob Gedekoh

Box 228, RD 4 Mentor Rd
Elizabeth, PA 15037
bobgedek@icubed com

Bob Glanville

9385 South Hill Road
Boston, NY 14025
rglanville@icubed.com

Joe Greiner
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Raleigh, NC 27615
joekayak@worldnet att net

Barry Grimes

124 Hilltop Drive
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1675 Larimer, Suite 735
Denver, Q0 80202
laypkk@aol.com

Chris Koll

352 Cameco Circle
Liverpool, NY 13090
cko111234@aol.com

Jeff Leighton

2079 Reliez Valley Road
Lafayette, CA 94549
jeffleighton@prodigy.net

Kevin Lewis

6069 Hornbeck Lane
Anderson. CA 96007
klewis@snowcrest net

Richard Penny
5050 Glide Drive. #B
Davis, CA 95616-4419

rpenny@friendsoftheriver.org

Ken Ransford

475 Sierra Vista
Carbondale, Q0 81623
ransfordOcsn.net

Edditer: Bop Gedekoh, Box 228, R.D.#4, Elizabeth. PA. 15037
Chairman of the Publications Committee: Chris Koll

2 Snyder Road
West Sand Lake. NY 12196
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Ron Stewart
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Paul Tefft
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RD 1, Box 32
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Tmri@kiski net

Charlie Walbridge

Route 1, Box 329F
Bruceton Mills. WV 26525
CWALOcompuserve.com

Eric Weiss
3518 Altamont Way
Redwood City. CA 94062

ma.eaw@forsythe.stanford edu

Mark White Jason Robertson
2034 E Hubbard Ave. Access Director
Salt Lake City UT 84108 1430 Fenwick Lane
mark@saltlake org Silver Spring, MD 20910
Jason@lamwhitewater.org
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18 White Oak Forest Road Administrative Director
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Associate Editor: Ambrose Tuscano
Contributing Editors: John Weld,Bill Sedivy

Art direction/Graphic design/Production: John K. Victor, Ed Maceyko,

David Scardena

Contributing writers: Jonathan Katz, Lee Belknap, Mark White, Paul Tefft,
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Production Assistant: Richard and Teresa Augustin
Advertising Director: Phyllis Horowitz, Box 636, Margaretville, New York
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jason@amwhitewater.org; jgangemi @digisys.net

Missing Copiesand Address Changes: Contact Phyllis Horowitz
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EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed in the features and editorials of American

Whitewater are those o the individual authors. They do nol necessarily
Fepresent those of the IINEEIOE of (he MEMENEER Whitewater or the Sdi”
tors of this publication.

On occasion American Whitewater publishes official organizational
policy statements drafted and approved by the Board of Directors. These
policy statements will be ClEatTy identified.
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Director's Cut

“The River Knows the Way

“All dams fail!"

That was the mantra provided by John
Gangemi in the July/August edition of the
Journal. This fact was supported in John
McPhee’s recent New Yorker article, which
explained that "Dams are said to last about
fifty years. Oneinfour American damsisthat
old and eighty-five percent will be by 2020."
(Farewell to the Nineteenth Century, Sept.
27,1999)

However, many still argue that men and
women should not look at removing dams.
Reasons given include flood control, power
generation, and the belief that dams repre-
sent lasting monumentsto human engineer-
ing and technological expertise.

Having spent a bit of time studying and
working on dam issues, | agree. It's difficult
to look at any dam, especially those built at
theturn o the last century, and not marvel
that these were built using no more than
horses, mules, andsweat. But damsaremonu-
mentsto atime past. Today, there isa better
understandingdf how thesestructuresaffect
rivers, about the interrelationship between
human action, and the natural world. As
John McPhee said in an earlier, 1971 New
Yorker article"...the reaction to damsis so
violent becauseriversaretheultimate meta-
phors df existence, and dams destroy rivers.”
(Encounterswith the Archdruid)

And there are different priorities too.
While power is still needed, there are other
intereststo beconsidered. Today, recreation,

the health of fisheries, aneed for solitude, al
of theseplayapart in how weview rivers- and
how we view quality o life.

Tobesure, there are many questionsover
the best way to removeadam, to restorefree-
flowing rivers that have been stilled for de-
cades or more. And o course, the politics o
any such decision isan even greater and often
insurmountabl e obstacle. But today's monu-
ment for engineering skill and technology
liesin our ability to restorelost rivers, and to
do thiswell.

If we ignore the fact that al dams fail,
then we simply hand the problem back to
nature. Nature, | believe, will be far less
subtle in removing dams.

Each river has been working to remove
itsdamssince before they werecompleted. As
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author Katie Lee putsitin her book All My removing dams. For more on dam removal
Riversare Gone, " The River knowstheway."  read John Gangemi's article on the agree-

Listening to Katie (as| had the opportunity ment to remove Condit Dam on
to do at a joint American Whitewater/Glen Washington's White

Canyon Institute Salmon River.
event in October), Signed by American
you canalmost seethe Whitewater and

water eating away at
these structures. And
asRichard Bangssays
in Whitewater Adven-
ture. eventually the
river wins. "Wild rivers
are earth's renegades,
defying gravity, danc-
ing to their own tunes,
resisting the authority

other organizations,
agencies, andtribes,
this agreement of-
fers forty-three
milesd rivertomi-
grating salmon,
and opens eleven
miles- of
whitewater not
availablesincethe

o humans, alwayschip- damwas built.

ping away, and eventu- And while

aly alwayswinning." American White-
As we enter a new = : water is not ad-

age (thisisthelast Jour-

nal of the old millen

-nium) we have theability to correct many of

the mistakesmade in the past. But todothis

we need not only abreak inthehistoric time-

line, but also achangein thinking.
Asaboater and apart of American White-

water, I'm glad to be a part o this new

thinking. Happier yet that boaters, and oth-

erswho know the river, aretaking alead on

vocating that al dams be
removed, everyoneneedstolook at damsin
anew light. Arethey economical? Do they
make sense? Do we want them? Let's start
by scrutinizing those dams on our home
riversand favorite paddlingstreams (I have
afewonmy list).Andlet'sstartto build new
monumentsfor a new age!

our recent Gauley Festival meet
ing, American Whitewater nomi-
atedfiveboaterstojoin our volun-
teer Board of Directors. Chosen because
of their passion, hard work, and credibil -
ity within the sport of whitewater, each of
these woman (Mary DeReimer, Jennie
Goldberg, Sherry Olson, Lynn Aycock, and
Kara Ruppel) are uniquely qudlified to
help this organization grow and promote
its mission. Please register your vote for
each of these nominees, and join mein
welcoming themtotheranksof American
Whitewater.

Stepping down from our board this
year are some o American Whitewater's
strongest and most dedicated directors;
Ric Alesch (our current President), Pete
Skinner, Susan Wilson, and Ron Stewart.
While we intend to keep them working
with us, their participation at the board
level will besorely missed. Each hasplayed
arole in growing this organization, and
improving rivers. Thanks — and we look
forwardto running riverswith you in the
future!

= -
.
: DeRiemer
We are Whitewater! - Wevve been
" guiding
venture 5
in Ecuador
Ka akln
mexliabe i sdvanced and around
s wee follow the 5| the world
ALA Eiver Resue ounr- .
ricuham and weach since 1983!
oy pecue och- o ¢ you're
rucaes arsd safe river looking for
o an exceptional
boly ¥ Jone 11 trip, come
ey 23 W EX play with us.
Rt 7829 Phil & Mary
M Our wilderness trips
Chinics can take you to:
Lazarms the s uemovcater * Ecuador
f"h'l" sk ol B o pilay January & February
bouters. Togght onthe | |- 5 * California Sierra
Doy soxtion |:I' the May & June
* Middle Fork of
= Hmﬂﬂrm the Salmon River
h"khh” |.|hi.uh.'.|fi.| i S A | July
hﬁ, ﬁ"_lu skl it snaekasak bng oo * Rogue River, OR
o e b e i s i b August & September
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Housatonic Relicense
Enters Final Phase.
Lend Your Voice MOW!

This past September, Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P) sub-
mitted their final license applicationsto the Federal Energy Regula-
tory Agency (FERC),the agency responsiblefor licensing non-federal
hydropower projects. Thisfinal phased relicensingthe projectsshifts
the process from the utility back to FERC. FERC will review the
licenseapplicationthen servenoticetoall partiesonthe mail list that
the application is ready for comment, protest, and motions to inter-
vene. Thisisacritical point in the relicense process and ultimately
setsinstonethenext 30 yearsofwhitewater boating onthe Housatonic
River. The paddling community has a single opportunity to correct
the imbalances in this proposed license, namely a complete lack of
scheduled whitewater releases. Now is the time to let your voice be
heard on behalf o whitewater paddling on the Housatonic. Like Paul

Revereriding through thenight to alert the colonists o the British,

T

L

De-watered section below Bull's Bridge hydropower project, a popular section
for our hoaters when the project spills.

whitewater paddlers must passtheword that now isthe time to fight
for our recreation.

Two projects are up for relicensing on the Housatonic River with
multiple powerhouses and dams. The Fall's Villageand Bull’s Bridge
projects are o greatest concern for whitewater boaters. See the July-
August 1999 issue of American Whitewater to get more information
about the Housatonic and the hydropower projects.

Fishery issues have dominated the relicensing o these projects
despite thefact that whitewater boatersfar outnumber fishermen on
the river. Despite their minority, fishing interests have been ex-
tremely vocal in the process and have been well represented by their
local state fish agency, the Connecticut Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP).As a state agency, the DEP has the ability to
write conditions that will become part of the new 30 year license.
Unfortunately for the boating community, the DEP's revenue is
derivedprimarily formcollectingfishinglicensefees. Morefishinthe
river equals more fishermen which means more licenses sold. It
doesn't take a rocket scientist to see DEP's primary interest and
conflict for that matter in this relicense— producing more fish so
that in return the department getsa bigger budget.

The DEPismanaging the Fall'sVillagereach of theriver asacold-
water fishery despite the fact that historically the Housatonic wasa
warm water fishery. DEP opposes whitewater releases on the river
claiming the flows lead to increased water temperatures causing
mortality in brown and rainbow trout, both nonnative speciesin the
Housatonic. Thisclaim has never been substantiated despite several
studies. The DEP'ssdif interestin thisrelicenseistransparent dueto
thefact that the department isnot requesting flowsinany of theriver
reachescompletely de-watered by the projects nor arethey callingfor
an end to detrimental peaking operations at hydropower facilities
outside the trout management area. Ironically, the DEP calls them-
selves environmental stewards despite thefact that there is nothing
natural about their trout management plan on the Housatonic. Don't
let the name fool you, environmental protection is not their game.

Unfortunately, the whitewater community does not have an
agency counterpart with regulatory authority to represent themin
these relicensings. The bottom line is that there are no scheduled
whitewater flowsfor these two important reachesd the Housatonic.
Thewhitewater boating community must rally to correct thisimbal-
ance at Fal's Village and Bull's Bridge. Take the time to submit a
letter on behalf of the Connecticut boating community and restora-
tion of the Housatonic River. The local boating community is orga-
nizing a letter writing campaign and phone tree. Exercise your
whitewater advocacy — help protect the future of the Housatonic.
You can help them by submitting lettersor making phonecallsto key
people in Connecticut government.

if not you, then who?

For more information and sample letters and addresses visit the
Housatonic relicense website htfp.//www.npmb.com/housatonic/
index,htm. For more information about the hydropower projects on
the Housatonic and the relicensing process contact Marc Organschi
mao@broweroraanschi.com, Jennifer Clarke 860-672-6365 or John

Gangemi 406-837-3155; e-mail: jaanaemi@diais.vs.net.
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Bigfork Whitewater Festival Donates $8$ to
American Whitewater Conservation Program

The 1999 Bigfork Whitewater Festival recently donated $2,100 to American Whitewater's
Conservation Program. The money will help fund effortsto protect theintegrity of the Swan
River threatened by the relicensing o the Bigfork Hydroelectric Project. John Gangemi,
American Whitewater Conservation Director and resident of Bigfork, applauded the dona-
tion. "It is especialy gratifying to see the Bigfork Whitewater Festival dedicate funds for
conservation and access causes. Whitewater festivals were originally created as a means of
raising awareness among the paddling community about issues threatening the livelihood of
our sport. Thethreatsare real inBigfork. Recent developmentsintherelicensing of theloca
hydropower project jeopardizethefuture existence of theevent. Thisdonation helpsbringus
that much closer tosecuring future eventsin Bigfork and plenty of accessto the Swan River."

Gangemi summarized the present status and potentia threats associated with this
relicense. "In addition to the typica posturing and negotiating associated with a given
hydropower relicense, the relicensing of the Bigfork hydro project is complicated by three
factors; 1) the restructuring of electric power generation in Montana; 2) PacifiCorp’s
intention to sell the hydro project; and 3) lost access on the adjacent 400 acre parcel of river
corridor land owned by PacifiCorp also included in the sale.

In addition to the $2,100 donated to American Whitewater, the five-member festival
committee voted to give $1,000 to the Bigfork Development Corporation, and an additional
$500 for enhancement of the local park where many boaters camp during the festival.

The annual event attracts world-class boaters to the rapids on the Swan. "The Bigfork
Festival isagreat opportunity for local paddlers to compete against some of the best paddlers
intheworld. Surprisingly, the local boaters come out pretty well," said Derreck Thompson,
race director for the past two years. The festival will be expanded to a three day event on
Memorial Dav weekend next vear. May 27-29,2000. For information on thefestival call 406-

K41-5202

FABDLE GIAR
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HISTORIC CONDIT DAM REMOVAL AGREEMENT SIGNED
VISION OF A FREE-FLOWING WHITE SALMON RIVER

On September 22, 1999 PacifiCorp signed an agreement to re-
move Condit Damon theWhite Salmon River in Southwest Washing-
ton State. The culmination of twoyearsd negotiations between state
and federal agencies, American Whitewater, and 13 other environ-
mental groups. The agreement callsfor removal of the 125-foot-tall
concrete dam that, since 1913, has diverted water from the natural
channel obstructing downstream navigation and blocking upstream
fish passage.

The White Salmon River is well recognized in the paddling
community for its challenging whitewater available year round. Jeff
and TonyaBennett (AGuideto the Whitewater Rivers of Washington)
describe four sections on the White Salmon comprising 25 miles of
Class IV and V whitewater. The famed Green Truss run is described
asa"proving ground for many ClassV paddlers; great vertical!" The
section below Condit Dam is not
even mentioned in the Bennett's
guidebook because the 125-foot-
tall dam, coupled with steep can-
yon wallsdownstream, effectively
restricted access and thus boat-
ing opportunities on this three-
mile stretch to the Columbia
River. Damremova will alow pad-
dlerstoeniov thisscenic ClassITl
float to the Columbia. Further-
more, Condit Dam inundated an
additional four milesd theWhite
Salmon River under Northwest-
ern Lake. Thereisnotelling what
rapids are waiting to be reborn
when the dam is removed. Sum
total, dam removal equates to
seven additional miles of
whitewater available year round
on the White Salmon River.

"Thisvoluntary agreementsig-
nifies an important step in restoring fisheries and recreational
opportunities on the White Salmon River," said John Gangemi,
American Whitewater Conservation Director. "More importantly,
thisagreement servesasamodel for other riverswhere dam removal
isbeing considered. After credible scientific study, the stakeholders
and utility collectively cameto the conclusion that dam removal was
thebest restorationalternative for the White Salmon River. Further-
more, thisagreement reinforcesthefinancial and societal obligation
of utilities to remove dams they have constructed and generated
profits.”

American Whitewater recognized early-on that the river might
benefit immensely if Condit Dam were removed. In 1989, when the
process first started, dam removal was not a concept embraced by
many of the stakeholders. As early as 1992, American Whitewater
urged FERCto consider dam removal. "Asthisintervention proceeds,
one o the questions considered will be the balancing of power
generation against the benefitsof restoring the White Salmon toits
historic free-flowing condition." American Whitewater recognized
that dam removal and it's associated recreational and fishery benefits
far outweighed the power generation value from the project.

Thesettlement discussionsfocusing on dam removal werelargely
theresult of the outcomefrom theregulatory relicensing process. In
October 1996, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC),
thefederal agency overseeing licensing of private hydropower dams,

Bodters exploring whitewater reech bedow Cordt Dam
during the 1992 flow studly.

issued aFinal Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS)outliningthe
environmental mitigation and enhancement measures necessary to
ensure adequate resource protection in a new 30 year license for
Condit. The FEIS imposed $30 million of license conditions prima-
rily consisting of construction dof fishladdersand screens. PacifiCorp
determined that these new requirements would make the project
uneconomicto operate over thelifed the 30-year license. In January
1997, PacifiCorp petitioned FERC to halt the licensing proceedings
for Condit and initiated settlement discussionswith the intervenors
in the licensing process.

The principal goal for the negotiations wasto find a middle path
acceptable to all parties. The resulting agreement allows PacifiCorp
to continue generating power for an additional seven yearswithout
the costly FERC mandated requirements. During this period, funds
generated by project operations
will go toward dam removal, en-
gineering, permitting, a fish-
eries enhancement fund, and a
fund to enhanceatraditional In-
dian fishing site at the mouth of
theWhiteSalmonRiver. Theover-
al costs will not exceed $17.15
million. Foral parties, thisagree-
ment gives strong assurance
about dam-removal responsibili-
tiesand costsat Condit. Without
the agreement, PacifiCorp cus-
tomers and shareholders would
have faced making continued in-
vestments in an uneconomic
project while the environmental
community would have faced
uncertainty in the future regard-
ing partiesultimately responsible
for funding and completing dam
removal.

Katherine Ransel, spokesperson for American Rivers and legal
counsel for the 13 other conservationgroups, commended PecifiCorp
for taking a businesslike approach to resolving this case. "The
agreement isagood result for the company's customersbecauseitis
based on asound financial planand avoids protracted litigation, and
isclearly the best result for the White Salmon River." In addition to
American Whitewater and American Rivers, other environmental
organizations signing the agreement were the Columbia Gorge
Audubon Society, ColumbiaGorge Coalition, ColumbiaRiver United,
Federation o Hy Fishers, Friends dof the Columbia Gorge, Friends of
the Earth, the Mountaineers, Rivers Council of Washington, The
Sierra Club, Trout Unlimited, Washington Trout, and the Washing-
ton Wilderness Coalition.

During thefall o 2006, a large hole will be drilled in the base of
the dam, and through it the reservoir will be drained fairly rapidly.
Most of the sediment will be flushed when the dam is breached. The
damwill then betaken down in pieces, and once again thisfederally-
designated wildand scenic river will becompletely freeflowing for its
43-mile length from the flanks of Mt. Adamsto the confluence with
the Columbia River.

For more information on Condit Dam, or dam removal, contact
John Gangemi, American Whitewater Conservation Director at (406)
837-3155 or at jgangemi@digisys.net, or contact American
Whitewater's Executive Office at (301) 589-9453.

American Whitewater v November/ December 1999
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JIM FALLS RECREATIONAL IN-STREAM FLOW STUDY

CHIPPEWA RIVER - JULY 15TH, 1999

Prepared by Angie Tornes, National Park Service

BACKGROUND

Negotiations are underway for relicensing three hydropower
projects on the Chippewa River viaasettlement agreement. North-
ern States Power istheapplicant; other stake holdersinclude federal
and state resource agencies, local government, homeowners asso-
ciations, hunting and fishing groups, and an environmental group.
Primary issues of concern include recreation, fish and wildlife
habitat, efficient flow modeling and coordination, and water quality.

The National Park Service requested that a recreationa in-
stream flow study be conducted in the Jim Falls bypass (natural
river) reach to determine if whitewater boating was feasible in the
channel and if controlled flow releases would enhance the recre-
ational opportunitiesthere. O equal concernwastheimpact of flow
releases on spawning and rearing habitat of sturgeon, small mouth
bass, and catfish. Consequently, the WDNR and US Fish and Wildlife
Service had recently requested year-round stable minimum flows of
240 cfsrather thantheexisting two minimumflows, 20 cfs for winter
and the 240 the balance o the year.

The Jim Falls Hydropower Project, owned by NPS, was licensed
inthe 1980sand islocated between two of thethree damscurrently
undergoing relicensing.
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AREA DESCRIPTION

The bypassreach is 0.75 mileslong, drops 20' in elevation, and
is approximately 150" wide. A relatively flat boulder garden com-
prises the area immediately downstream from the dam to approxi-
mately 113to0 112 theway downstream. Just upstream of an old bridge
and pilings, the channel divides allowing boaters to explore two
different routes, each with 2-foot drops at the end. Another couple
hundred feet downsteam isanother drop; alast drop and play spot is
acouple hundred feet further downstream.

Put-in isat the old bridge near Jim Falls, take-out is just down-
stream of the new bridge; both access pointsare on river right.

Minimum flow in the channel required in the existing license is
240 cfs. Thislow flow fills a central channel d the bypass reach.

METHODOLOGY

Threeflowswereevaluated in order of decreasingvolume onthe
day o thestudy: 850,650, and 450 cubic feet per second (cfs). Flows
were held steady for 1.5 hours; 0.5 hours between flowswas used for
shuttle and evaluation while flows were downramped to the next
flow. Aflow o 240 cfswas evaluated at several dates prior to the
study. Nine kayakers from the region with a wide expertise range
evaluated the flows in a variety of whitewater play boats. Survey
formsused included amatrix crossreferencing flow with playability,

ge.
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safety, and overall quality; and asummary form requesting opinions
on the highest quality flow, as well as optimum flow for various
kayaking experience levels.

After each flow, fishery biologists from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, and Northern
States Power Company walked the channel to document any fish
stranding.

Afterthelastflow, study participantsdiscussed their findingswith
respect to boatability and fishery impacts.

RESULTS

Eight survey forms were completed by the intermediate and ex-
perienced kayakers: the beginner kayaker did not run al levelsand
consequently did not complete the form. Six kayakers, two of which
were expert and four were intermediate, believed that 650 cfs pro-
vided the highest-quality experience. Two kayakers, both expert, pre-
ferred 850 cfs. Therefore 75% dof the participants recommended 650
cfsasthe flow level which providesthe highest quality experience.

DISCUSSION

The two kayakerswho preferred 850 cfsalso would have preferred
greater flows, stating that play spots were abundant and dangerous
rocks were submerged. The six who preferred 650 cfsdid so because
of greater ability to play at al three drops, particularly the second
drop whichwasmore" pushy" at 850, and because difficult rockswere
still submerged at 650. Several of these six also enjoyed the850 level,
suggesting flows of up to 1500 cfs might enhance kayaking but still
chose 650 as an overall preferred choice. All eight boaters described
450 cfs as marginal, exposing rocks difficult to navigate around.
Those three boaters who had evaluated 240 cfs on a previous date
uniformly gaveitvery low to poor ratings, stating that only one df the
three dropswashboatable at that level and that was used only asal
resort when no other options were available.
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Boaters expressed numerous thanks for the opportunity to ex-
plore preferred levelsdf potential recreational flow releases. Boaters
also expressed concern about a submerged rock at the base of the
third drop and requested that it be removed if possible. Their
preference for future releases is to have two releases per month
starting in July, each lasting 4-6 hours midday on Saturday, and not
on the third weekend of the month, which is the scheduled recre-
ational flow releasefrom the Hatfield dam on the Black River. (Note:
coordinating the two projects' releases for the same day/weekend
might prove attractive for boaters from greater distances.) Lastly,
boaters agreed that a flow hotline would be useful as well as a
website, if feasible.

The fishery biologists reported that higher flows than 240 were
necessary in the spring, stating that 850 was an attractive flow.
Higher flowswould be most beneficial for 6-8weeks from mid-April
through May. Asflowsreceded through a* ramp down speed," Y oung
o Year small mouth bass 1.5" were more capable of escaping
stranding. Oneareaislandlocked; NSPcould createachannel inthis
area as they have done in other landlocked areas. In conclusion, if
appropriateramping rateswereintegratedintotherecreational flow
release and a channel created to the landlocked pool, few, if any,
stranding problems were anticipated.

Settlement negotiations are currently underway with NSP. |de-
aly, the whitewater community would like to have flow releases of
650 cfs between the hours d 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. Releaseswould be
on two weekends in July and two weekends in August. In addition,
NSPwould provide aflow hotline whichwill givecurrent flowinthe
bypasschannel, whether it'srising or falling,and thedatesand times
for scheduled releases. Informational signswould be placed at the
put-in and take-out. It is hoped the whitewater community will
reach agreement with NSP by January, 2000.
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mprovements for

1999. We can't

make the boating
any easier nor can we
change the put-in but
we do promise logistical
changes. Boaterswill be
able to park near the
dam, thus eliminating
the shuttle ridefrom
the park. Thiswill re-
duce congestion at the
descent into the canyon
and improved logistics
at the descent. Paddlers
arerequired tosigna
waiver prior to entering
into the LaGrande Can-

yon.

The releasesarethe outcome
of a six year hydropower
relicensing effort by American
Whitewater to get an annual
schedule of whitewater releases
in the bypass channel for
Washington's LaGrande Canyon,
a 1.7 mile spectacular Class IV
and V river with its headwaters
located on Mount Rainier. Prior
to thislicense condition, and ex-
cept for dam maintenance and
flood conditions, the LaGrande
Canyon had beendewateredsince
1912, theyear the dam was built.

Due to concerns over access
and a preconceived lack of de-
mand for this whitewater re-
source, the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission (FERC) re-
quiredaninitial three-year moni-
toring study in this 30 year li-
cense. Future releases hinge on
adequate attendance and safety.
Boaters are asked to complete a
short evaluation form after each
run. Results of the evaluation
form are the basis for reports
submitted to FERC. Based on the
recommendations in the final
report, FERC will issue a deci-
sion regarding whitewater re-
leases for the ensuing 27 years
remaininginthe project license.

NEW AND
IMPROVED IN 1999:
WHITEWATER RELEASES
FOR WASHINGTON'S

NISQUALLY RIVER

The Nisqually releasesfor year 2 have been selected. Many of
you. especially those that participated, will recal last years re-
leases. In short, thefirst day attracted 67 boaters. Neither the
organizers or participants were aware they were about to do a
very large group first descent o this canyon. For those o you
interested in the log version, refer back to your January 1999 is-
sue of American Whitewater.

1899 Release Schedule;

+ November 20, 800 cfs o water will be released
o November 21, 800 cfs of water will be released
e December 4. 800 cfs of water will he released
e December 5, 800 cfs of water will be released

Socomejoin usonthelLaGrande
Canyonin November and Decem-
ber.

While short, this section of
river runsthrough the spectacu-
lar 300-foot deep LaGrande Can-
yon, which is in some places no
more than 20 feet wide. It offers
advanced-to-expert whitewater
rapids such as "Triple Slide,"
"Hammer Slammer," "X-Falls,"
"Boof and Boogi€" and onedf the
best rodeo holes in Washington
state.

Lessons Learned From
1998 Releases

Punctuality: An early start is
imperative particularly giventhe

American Whitewater v November / December 1999

unavoidable delays descending
into the canyon. Registration is
at 8:00 am.

Logistics: Designate a team
leader for each paddling group.
Thisindividual should be skilled
with rigging boats for a belayed
descent. Idealy, paddling teams
would contain members capable
o rigging and belaying boats. If
you have questions about rig-
ging boats for the lower ask for
assistance from someone in the
know. Additional volunteers dedi-
cated to belaying boats into the
canyon would greatly accelerate
the descent. These volunteers
should be equipped with hand-
held radiosfor ease of communi-
cation.

Equipment per paddler: man-

datory — throwbags, twowebbing
slings, and 2-3 carabiners, pref-
erably locking. Assume thisisan
inaccessible canyon (because it
is)therefore boatersmust be pre-
paredfor self-rescue. Equipment
necessary for self-rescue in-
cludes, but is not limited to, the
following items; breakdown
paddle, repair kit, first aid Kkit,
bivvy kit, and extra food.
Additional equipment: We set
up approximately 450 feet of
climbing rope (three rope
lengths) from the canyon rimto
thewater. Ideally, oneropewould
be dedicated to belaying boats
withasecond linefunctioningas
a hand line. Two belay stations
are necessary for lowering boats.
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Each belay station must be
equipped with a heavy duty belay
device. Wedestroyed onelocking
carabiner due to the dirt on the
rope.

BACKGROUND ON THE
NISQUALLY RELEASES

TheLaGrande Canyon issitu-
ated just downstream o the
Nisqually Hydroelectric Project.
The LaGrande Dam divertswater
from the 1.7 mile canyon to a
powerhouse downstream dewa-
tering the natural river channel
except during extreme flood
events. The Nisqually Project isa
privately-owned hydroel ectric fa-
cility regulated by the Federa
Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC). FERC grants private
utilities 30 to 50 year licenses.
Roughly six yearsprior to license
expiration, the utility must ini-
tiatearelicenseprocessto secure
anew license. The relicense pro-
cess, through the input o state
and federal agenciesand the pub-
lic,isintended to eval uate project
operations and establish specific

conditions in the next license
term for resource protection,
mitigation, and enhancement.
American Whitewater's Con-
servation Program has been ac-
tively involved across the coun-
try restoring whitewater rivers
through the relicense process.
American Whitewater alongwith
the Rivers Council of Washing-
ton actively pursued annual
whitewater releases as a condi-
tion of the mew license for the
Nisqually Hydroel ectric Project.
In June 1994, flow levels of 800
and 1000 cfs were tested as part
o awhitewater feasibility study.
Based, in part, on these tests the
FERC required Tacoma Public
Utilitiesto makefourwhitewater
releases annually. Initidly, the
boating community reguested
these releases occur in the sum-
mer months when boating op-
portunities on adjacent rivers
werelesslikely. TheWashington
Dept. o Fish and Wildlife, silent
for much o the relicense pro-
cess, objected tosummer releases
claiming releases would impact
spawningfish. The partiesagreed
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to schedule releases between
November 15 and December 31
annually. Furthermore, the re-
leasesweresetforaninitial three
year evaluation period. Attheend
o three year evaluation period,
FERC would reassessthe license
condition requiring whitewater
releases.

Tacoma Public Utilities has
been extremely concerned with
ligbility issues surrounding the
whitewater releases, and justifi-
ably so. The put-in requiresafive
hundred foot descent down a
steep gully and is likely more
difficult than therapids. Oncein
the La Grande Canyon, the near
vertical walls give you only one
logical way out. To ease their
liability concerns, Tacoma put
together a video o the rapids
enabling paddlers to make an
informed decision about the dif-
ficulty of thewhitewater prior to
descending into the La Grande
Canyon. Participantsarerequired
to view this video prior to de-
scendingintothela Grande Can-
yon. Upon completion of therun,
paddlers are asked to fill out a
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[ == ]
Includes Top to Bottom Tours of:

Tallulah Gor ge
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Rapid names& river levels
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survey to record their impres-
sionsdf the paddling experience.
The results o these surveys will
be submitted to the FERC upon
completion o the three year
evaluation phase of the releases.
American Whitewater will work
closely with Tacoma compiling
the report.

For more information
about hydropower
relicensing, the Nisgually
releases, or to provide
feedback on the La
Grande Canyon releases
contact American
Whitewater's Conserva-
tion Office at 482 Electric
Avenue, Bigfork, MT
59911. Phone: (406) 837-
3155 - Fax: (406) 837-
3156 e-mail:
jgangemi @digisys.net
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American Whitewater Position Announcement

Executive Asagant

American
Whitewater is
thrRscanave
Assgant in our
Slver Soring,

Maryland office.

Primary duties include: organizing the
office; assisting the Executive Director; rep-
resenting the organization via phone, fax,
and e-mail; and coordinating the efforts of
board, staff, and volunteers.

General Duties: Office management and
dailv administrativework. File mai ntenance.
supervision of intern program, and coordi-
nation o river programs.

Requirements: Maturity and experience
in small office management and al areas of
office support. Must be a self-starter with
excellent organization and communication
skills. Candidates need to be comfortable
and effectivein balancing multiple tasksand
ableto handle both mundane tasksaswell as
advanced program issues. Applicants must
have computer expertise including e-mail,
word processing, data-entry, and managing
amembershipdatabase. ASense of humoris
mandatory and an interest in riversand out-
door recreation isa big plus!

Other requirements that will hely: basi.
accounting, and experience in desktop pub-
lishing including Web design and html.

Avallable: Immediately for afull-time po-
sition. Salary $22k plus benefits based on
experience.

ToApply: Send letter o interest, resume,
and references as soon as possible, but no
later thanJanuary 1,2000to American White-
water, 1430 Fenwick Lane, Silver Spring, MD
20910. Fax (301) 589-6121 or e-mail:
Richb@amwhitewater.org

American Whitewater's misson
istoconserveand restore
America’s whitewater resour ces
and to enhanceopportunitiesto
enjoy them safdly.

I American Whitewater isan equal opportunity employer

American Whitewater Position Announcement
- Devdopment Professonal

Areyou interested in — Rivers? Outdoor recreation and whitewater
boating? Helping to conserveand restore America’'s whitewater riversand
sreams? Do you have direct development and communicationsexperience?
Areyou tired of being jug another fund-raiser? Are you lookingto set up your
own shop and let your commitment and creativity set the pace?

American Whitewater is seeking a devel-
opment professional to plan and manage our
fund-raising activities. Responsibilities in-
clude researching and writing foundation
and corporate grants, soliciting and closing
major gifts, increasing organi zational aware-
ness, and devel oping and i mplementing near
and long-term funding strategies.

Quadlified applicants will have experience
in fund-raising, communications, public re-
lations, membership, and a desire to put
these skills to use improving natura re-
sources and the effectiveness of American
Whitewater. If you have top-notch writing
and speaking skills, are able to articulate a
paddler'svisionfor America's wild riversand
would enjoy life near the nation's capital,
thisisthe job for you!

Additional skills required include strong
organizational and management ability; com-
puter literacy; and an ability and willingness
to work with American Whitewater's head-
quartersin Silver Spring, MD (justoutsided
Washington DC and one block from the
Metro). A Sense of humor is mandatory and
an interest in rivers and outdoor recreation
isabig plus!

Saary is $40K plus benefits. American
Whitewater will fill thisposition asquickly as
oossible so send |etter. resume. and writing
aample ba Develapmsent Pozila Américan
Whitewater, 1430 Fenwick Lane, Silver
Spring, MD 20910; fax to (301) 589-6121, or
e-mail your information to
Richb@amwhitewater.org/

American Whitewater’s mission
istoconserveand restore

‘America’s whitewater resource
and fo enhance opportunities o

enjoy them safely.

American Whitewater isan equal opportunity employer

American Whitewater v November/ December 1999
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“Actipns Speal nger

en | came on as Con
servation Director for
AW over twoyearsago |

inherited the hydropower
relicensing for the Rock Creek-
Crestaproject onthe North Fork
Feather River in Cdlifornia. Be-
cause the new license for the
Rock Creek-Cresta project was
overdue by 19yearsagenciesand
other river conservation groups
warned me not to waste energy
attempting to get whitewater re-
leases in a license that was al-
ready predetermined. | ignored
their advice. With funding from
Patagonial initiated acampaign
to get whitewater releases writ-
ten into the new license. After
countlesshoursnegotiatingwith
the utilities and motivating the
agencies, we succeeded in get-
ting a whitewater flow study on
the Feather. Now weareworking
out the details for an annual
schedule of whitewater releases.
This outcome would not have
been possiblewithout the gener-
oussupport of Patagonia.

And now Patagonia makes it
convenient for you as a paddler
and consumer to achieve suc-
cessful outcomesin your efforts
to protect and restore loca riv-
ers. Over the past year, Patagonia
has sponsored American
Whitewater'sconservation efforts
monetarily throughaunique ini-
tiative referred to as the Ameri-
can Whitewater Challenge Pro-
gram. When you buy a Patagonia
watersports product through
mail order or atonedf their retail
stores, you have an option of
making a donation to American
Whitewater. Patagonia will
match your donation up to the
full price of the garment. This
matching gift idea, unprec-
edented in the outdoor sports
industry, symbolizes Patagonia's

e

commitment asan environmen-
tal company and their philoso-
phy to empower individuals at
the grassroots level to make the
difference. Now it istime for us
paddlers to display our level of
commitmentfor river protection
and restoration.

In the early 1980s Patagonia,
recognizing the valuable role a
paddling organization brought
toriver conservation, madeapiv-
otal donation to American
Whitewater thatin all likelihood
kept the organization from fold-
ing (seeside-bar). At the time of
the donation, American
Whitewaterwas struggling finan-
cialy with 200 members. Since
that time American Whitewater
hasgrown significantly boasting
8,000 membersand anadditional
80,000 paddlers represented by
clubaffiliates. Patagonia hassup-
ported environmental activism
with their own grants program
by committing 10 percent of their
pre-tax profits to grassroots en-
vironmental groups. Patagonia
has donated $14 million to over
900 organizations since the
grants program began in 1985.
The program funds grassroots
organizations that help protect
and restore ecologica integrity.
Patagonia has continued to sup-
port American Whitewater's con-
servation program over theyears
with numerous grants totaling
approximately $50,000.
Patagonia is also a founding
member of the Conservation Al-
liance, a unique industry con-
sortium formed in 1989. The Al-
liance serves as the outdoor
industry's unified voice in sup-
port of the environment. To date,
the 63 member Alliance has do-
nated $2.6 million to environ-
mental organizations of which
approximately $1 million has
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been granted to river protection
programs.

Patagonia's commitment as
anenvironmental company goes
beyond funding environmental
organizations. Frustrated with
most companies shallow com-
mitment toward environmental
responsibility, Patagoniaelected
to do something about environ-
mental impactsintheir ownbusi-
ness. They started with a close
examination of their operations
and line of products. Patagonia
hired an independent team of
scientists to audit the environ-
mental impacts associated with
every phase o their business
from the source of raw materi-
als, toshipping, toin-house pro-
duction practices.

The audit revealed opportu-
nities to eliminate environmen-
tal impactsand wastein the pro-
ductiond their products. Striv-
ing to reduce impacts even fur-
ther, Patagonia continuesto re-
search and develop technologies
that minimize environmental
impactsand promote recyclable
materials. For Patagonia, the
benefits from the process o re-
searching and manufacturing
environmentally responsible
products is as important as the
sale of the merchandise. These
business practices increase pro-
duction costs, an expense
Patagonia is willing to carry in
order to help build a market for
environmentally clean products.

The American Whitewater
Challenge Program is a natural
match between American
Whitewater and Patagonia. The
AmericanWhitewater Challenge
Program empowers customers
with a choice to endorse envi-
ronmental responsibility
through the products they pur-
chase. In other words, outdoor

enthusiasts are given an oppor-
tunity to exercise their advocacy
on behdf o the environment
where they recreate. For
Patagonia, the program helps
drivethe development of aviable
market of environmentally
friendly productsthus making it
easier for other companiestorisk
venturing into the more costly
field. For the paddling commu-
nity, the American Whitewater
Challenge Program allows boat-
ers to play a significant role in
protecting their local rivers.
Patagonia often justifiestheir fi-
nancial commitment toenviron-
mental responsibility with the
slogan, "Actions speak louder
than words." For the paddling
community, Patagonia presents
atremendousopportunity toem-
brace thisslogan. So if you need
paddling gear in '99 give
Patagoniaastronglook. Notonly
istheir gear extremely functional
and durablebut it'salsoworking
toward protecting your rivers.
Through the remainder of 1999,
Patagoniawill match your dona-
tion to American Whitewater
when you purchase a Patagonia
watersports product up to the
cost of the product. Be an advo-
cate for rivers and remember
"Actions speak louder than
words."

To request a catalog call
Patagonia at 800-638-6464. For
more information about Ameri-
can Whitewater's Conservation
Program call John Gangemi

406-837-3155 or write
<jgangemi@digisys.net>.
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nearly defunct. A decade of de-
cline had left uswithafew hun-
dred dollars in the bank, afew
hundred members on our rolls
and ademoralized Board d Di-
rectors. Worst of all, whitewater
in America faced its most peril-
ousmoment; national andstate
legislation and the energy cri-
sis had teamed up to create a
small hydropower devel opment
boom! Quick buck artists
scoured the countryside and found lots of whitewater which they
wanted to extinguish in refurbished penstocks and turbines. Worse
yet, relicensing for hundreds of damsloomed large as well.

When one particularly rapacious developer targeted my most
cherished run, the Bottom Moose, however, itwasmy personal Pear!
Harbor. | knew something extremewas needed. | put away my paddle
and madeadesperate move, investing my meager savings onaplane

tickettoCali- fornia, hoping
toseethesci- ons o adven-
ture com- merce and to
plead AW'’s case.

Like a Jack in the Box, | surprised Yvon Chouinard who was
picking up garbage in a climbing park near Ventura. He listened
intently inthe hot sun as| stammered out AWA’s tale of woeand the
threats o hydro horror. His boyish face creased with a smile, he
asked "How much money does AW need.?" | hadn't planned for so
quick aresponse so| blurted out "$10,000." It wasasum unheard o
at AW, but enough to get our Whitewater Defense Project on the
track. Yvondidn't flinch — hejust said " OK and bent down to pick
up another squashed soda can. Thisisaman of vision and commit-
ment — and AW delivered. In time, Yvon saw the success o his
investment and continued hissupportfor AW over the next 15years.

Sincethen, Yvonand| havespent timetogether, musing onwhat
will happen to our globe and how business and the environmental
imperative must team uptosavesomeshredsaf our beautiful planet.
AW and America's whitewater owe much to this true hero. )

Peter N. Skinner P.E.

#2 Snyder Road

West Sand Lake, NY 12196
518-674-5519 (h) (also Fex - call first)
518-474-2432 (o)

Get outdoors- enjoy Naturé
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American Whitewater

‘Conservation Program

Agroup of professional rodeo boatersdonated $600 to help fund
American Whitewater's hydropower relicensing effortsinthe Pacific
Northwest. The money was generated from the 1999 Wicked White-
water Rafflecoordinated by Sam Drevo. The raffle, now initssecond
year, was created asa mechanism to help offset expensesaccrued by
top rodeo boaterstravelingto events. Thisyear therafflehelped fund
over 30 nationally ranked paddlers. For some boaters, thiswill help
fund travel to the 1999 Freestyle World Championships in Taupo,
New Zealand in December.

"Thisdonation goesbeyond the monetary benefits received," says
John Gangemi, Conservation Director for American Whitewater.
"The funds will assist in our efforts to restore rivers, public access
and whitewater flows in the Pacific Northwest most notably the
Chelan Project in Washington and the Bigfork Project in Montana.
But moreimportantly, this donation signifiesacommitment by the
cutting-edge rodeo crowd that river conservation is a priority for
them. Thank you for the donation and setting an example for the
remainder of the whitewater community to follow."

Talented rodeo boater Sam Drevo donates funds for American Whitewater's
river conservation efforts to Conservation Director John Gangemi.

State Wild and Scenic Designation Approved for

,= California's South Fork Yuba River

In September, the California State Legislature designated 39
miles o the South Fork Yuba River inthe Sierra Nevadato the state
Wild & Scenic Rivers System. Asd thiswriting thelegislationawaits
the Governor's signature to become law. If sighed by the Governor,
the South Yubawould bethefirst expansion of the CaliforniaWild &
Scenic Rivers System in more than a decade. Formal designation
ensures that this scenic and popular recreation river is protected
from the threat of new dams.

"Thisisagreat victory in the fight against further dam building
in California," said John Gangemi, American Whitewater Conserva-
tion Director. "Many of Californias riversare already heavily devel-
oped for water and power purposes. Restoring these impacted rivers
through the regulatory processissometimes a daunting task. Legis-
lation such asthisbringsa breath of optimism for rivers. It's niceto

see the free flowing character of a magnificent whitewater river like
the South Yuba protected for future generations.”

Thefollowing ClassIII-V whitewater runsaresituated within this
39 mile section of the South Y uba; Washington to Edwards, Edwards
to Purdons Crossing, Purdons Crossing to Highway 49 bridge, and
Highway 49 bridgeto Bridgeport. State Wild and Sceni ¢ prevents new
dam construction on this39 milesdf the YubaRiver. In other words,
some of the premier whitewater in Californiawill be protected with
this designation.

Nevada County residents have been fighting dam proposals tar-
geting their favoriterecreation river for morethan 20 years. Getting
thislegislation passed wasthe culmination of asix month grassroots
lobbying campaign spearheaded by Nevada County, the South Y uba
River Citizens League, Friends of the River, withasignificant amount
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of support and letter writing from other river conservation organiza-
tions such as American Whitewater. Nevada County supported the
hill because theriver generates morethan$25million intourism and
recreation revenues every year for the local economy.

Wild & Scenic designation precludestwo dams proposed by Y uba
County that would have drowned a state park, thousands of acres of
public recreation land, hundreds of acres of private property, and
classicCaliforniawhitewater. Yuba Countywasinterested in building
a dam on the South Yuba alegedly for flood control purposes, but
there are more economically feasible and less environmentally de-

structive flood control alternatives in the Yuba watershed than
building a new dam on the South Y uba.

The state system issimilar to the National Wild & Scenic Rivers
System in that new dams are prohibited on designated rivers. How-
ever, state agenciesand local governments retain existing authority
to manage public resources and land use on state designated rivers.
Although state rivers can be added to the federal system with the
approval o the state's Governor and the Secretary d Interior, these
dual-designated rivers remain under state and local control.

New Oppartunity
for Regoring
Rivasand Sreams
|mpacted by
Hydropower

In September, American Whitewater
alongwith the California Hydropower Re-
form Coalition* (CHRC) and other na-
tional, statewide, and local conservation
and recreation organizations signed a
memorandum o understanding (MOU)
with the Pacific Gasand Electric Corpora
tion (PG&E) inan effort to gainsignificant
environmental improvements for streams
and rivers affected by PG&E’s vast system
d hydroelectric dams and diversions in
Cdlifornia. The MOU was part of potential
statelegislation thatwould havepermitted
Pacific Gas and Electric to qualify as an
unregulated power producer in California.
In the long-run the legislation was never
introduced due to opposition largely con-
cernedwith energy policy rather thanriver
restoration. Despite the defeat, the MOU
sets a precedent for state restructuring
across the nation that will likely herald
broad-scale river restoration.

statestheauthority toderegulate the power industry. Each

stateisfreetodraftitsown plan within certainside boards.
California was one of the first states to pass restructuring
legislation permitting utilities to sell power in a competitive
marketplace. Under the California plan, PG&E and Southern
California Edison (SCE) are required to develop a plan to
"market value" their generation assets through sale or ap-
praisal. Because of the public resourcesat stake, their divesti-
ture proposals must meet the approval of the state legislature
and Public Utilities Commission.

I n 1992, Congress passed legislation granting individual

Recognizing that PG&E needed support from the environ-
mental community for their divestiture proposal, American
Whitewater and the CHRC leveraged significant improve-
mentsat PG&E’s hydropower facilities in exchange for sigha-
tures. After monthsdf negotiations thegroupssigned an MOU
with PG&E that called for animmediatedoubling of minimum
in-stream flows, establishing a framework and trust fund to
increase flows even further to meet state water quality stan-
dards, and the creation of a comprehensive monitoring pro-
gram. The MOU totaled over $275 million in environmental
benefits. Thegroup also signed a LandsMOU that protected all
140,000 acres of land currently owned by PG&E. The groups
agreed that the combined MOUs represented the greatest
opportunity for river restoration California had seen in years.
PG&E’s total inventory includes 68 power plantsand over 170
damson 16 rivers, producing enough electricity to power four
million homes.

Unfortunately, because legislationfailed to passduring the
last state legislative session, the MOU is nullified. However, it
isanticipated that the MOU will betheenvironmental corner-
stonefor any futureproposals by PG&E or thestatelegislature.
The inability to get legislation passed during the last session
withtheaccompanyingMOU isby nomeansviewedasafailure.
On the contrary, thiswas a tremendous learning experience
for thegroups and laid the groundwork for future river resto-
ration opportunities. The MOU establishes a benchmark for
PG&E’s and SCE'’s divestiture proposal aswell as divestiture
proposals in other states.

*TheCaliforniaHydropower Reform Coalition wasfounded
by American Whitewater, Friends of the River, and California
Trout as a means of collectively working on hydropower
relicensing in the state. The coalition steering committee
includes American Whitewater, California Outdoors, Califor-
nia Sportfishing Protection Alliance, California Trout, Foot-
hill Conservancy, Friends of the River, Natural Heritage I nsti-
tute, and Trout Unlimited. Joiningthe CHRC ontheMOU were
American Rivers, the Planningand Conservation League, and
National Audubon Society.
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Forest Service Is Making Plans
for Yau on the Chattooga

By Jason Robertson

The Sumter National Forest has begun preparing plans that will
affect private boater's opportunitiesto visit the Chattooga River.

TheForestisrevisingitsLand ResourcesM anagement Plan (LRMP).
This plan hasnot been updated since 1985whenthecurrent limitson
commercial use of the Chattooga River were implemented. Since
then, commercial use hasincreased from 39,000 visitors per year to
58,000, while private use has increased from 15,000 to 27,000.

At present, the Forest Service is planning to release the draft
environmental impact statement (EIS)with a broader range of alter-
natives sometime thiswinter.

In the meantime, as part of the scoping process, the Forest
Service's plannersreleased a draft in October of their preferencesfor
managing South Carolina's Sumter National Forest and the Wildand
Scenic portion of the Chattooga River.

Thisdraft document, called Alternative 1, emphasizestherestora-
tion and maintenance of Sumter National Forest on an ecosystem
basisto provide: healthy watershedsand riparian ecosystems; sustain-

able and diverse ecosystems that support viable plant, wildlife and
fish populations; habitatsfor those speciesneeding large, contiguous
forested landscapes; aspectrum o high-quality, nature-based recre-
ational settings, within the capabilities of the land, which are not
widely available on non-Federal lands; avariety o old growth com-
munitiesto meet biological and socia needs; protection for invento-
ried roadless areas, outstandingly remarkable river values, and high
quality scenic areas; the minimum transportation system necessary
while protecting forest resources; and, finally, high-quality sawtim-
ber products.

O the other issues dealing with river management, Issue 4
(Riparian AreaMgmt) and 13 (ChattoogaWatershed) look like great
objectives, while Issue 7 (Recreational opportunities) would benefit
from the specific listing of floating opportunities.

American Whitewater is also encouraging the forest planners to
address the issue of whitewater boating in the Chattooga's headwa-
ters on Sections 00, 0, and 1.

Chattooga

There's been a lot of discussion on the Internet over the last
couple of months about the Forest Service's suggestion for setting
limitson private access on Section IIT and IV o the Chattooga River.

Theissuethat'sgot theboating community upinarmsisissue1l
(Wild & Scenic Rivers) of the preferred alternative, which suggests
the possibility of capping private use. At present, commercial caps
from the 80s are not expected to increase above current limits.

When private boater and Chattooga outfitter Bruce Hare first
publicized theissuein October, | spokewith Tony White, theauthor
of the draft document. Mr. White is a courteous and conscientious
gentleman. While he acknowledged that this alternative might be
controversial, I'm not certain that he foresaw how agitated the
boating community would become over the spectacle of setting
private use limits. However, one of the reasons the Forest Service
released thisalternative asan early draft of the preferred alternative
was to foster discussion and solicit public input. Thiswas a strategy
that's apparently paid off in spades, as indicated by the fact that |
received more than 40 messages from our memberson thisissuein
the first week the draft was released!

Astheprimary planner for theSumter Nationa Forest, Mr. White
is charged with achieving certain goals. One d these goals comes
from discussions and statementswith visitors, that we, the boating
community,"wouldliketokeepthingsasthey are”; hencethe Forest
Service's interpretation and concept of capping use. However, an-
other equaly valid interpretation d this statement is that the
current (nonrestrictive) registration system is working and that
private use should NOT be capped.

While protectingtheriver for environmental reasonsisalaudable
goal, it does not appear to be necessary at thistime, and capping use

Pat|. Foret Sarvices
Proposes Capping Private Access

ACTION ALERT:
Protect Your Accesstothe

Chattoogal

Thereare2 easy stepsto protectingyour interestsonthe
Chattooga. Thefirst isto educate yourself, and thesecond is
to let the Forest planners know about your concerns.

You can best educate yourself by checking the forest's
planning documents on theweb (http://svinet2.fs.fed.us/r8/
fms/) and asking the planners (twhite/r8 fms@fs.fed.us
(803-561-4072)) to have your name added to the Forest's
mailing list. Once your name is on the list, you will be
notified of all deadlines for commenting on the Forest's
plans, and will get the Forest's information on river man-
agement on the Chattooga.

Please identify yourself asa boater, and asan American
Whitewater supporter, in your comments. Ak the Forest
Plannersto carefully consider American Whitewater's com-
ments, and to support our proposals for managing Sections
1T and IV aswell as the headwaters sections 00, 0, and 1.

Moreinformation about American Whitewater's propos-
as is available on our website (www.awa.org) under the
Access page.
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for social reasons places the Forest Service in a precarious position
of pushing a political agenda. Thisis especially true as the Forest
Serviceisalready increasing enforcement and demanding morefrom
visitors in terms of parking fees, and thereby raising the bar for
access.

Thegoalsthat our community and the Forest Service shoul d keep

Therefore, the Forest Service will haveto provide much greater
justification that capacity limits are necessary than was initially
included intherelease of the Forest Service's draft document before
American Whitewater will begin considering ANY limitson private
use. Our position is supported by our members who point to
Sections |-V of the Chattooga as an example of a river that iswell

in mind are the protection of the river corri-
dor, encouragement of low-impact visita-
tion, and preservation o the visitor experi-
ence. While capping private visitation may
promote aspects of these goals, the caps will
have multiple unintended consequencesthat
are more serious than high visitation on a
few weekends per year. For instance, we have
observed that limits on private access pro-
mote: 1)increased dissatisfaction among visi-
tors; 2) conflicts between user groupsasthey
debate over who has a greater right to visit
and usetheresource; 3)conflictsover private
versus commercia use limits; and 4) the
creation of permits as commaodities which
can be hoarded, traded, or sold.

While caps are designed to limit use, the
nearly universal effect thatwe've observedon
the 25 rivers with permits nationwide, has

|ssue 11:

The ChattoogaWild, Scenic and Rec-
reation River is managed to protect its
outstandingly remarkable values. The
Turkey-Stevens Creek riversontheLong
Caneis recommended for W&SR.

Boating use on the Chattooga W&S
River remains at current levels. Com-
mercia use levelsremain asin the cur-
rent Sumter Plan. Private useis capped
at currentuse levels.

The outstandingly remarkablevalues
of all eligible riversare protected.

managed. The long-term cap on com-
mercial access has been very effective,
and the open-ended access for private
boatershasawaysbeenappreciated. Fur-
thermore, many local and regional boat-
ers have called and written to mein the
last few days explaining that they don't
fedl theriver iscrowded except on atiny
handful of historically high-use week-
ends, or that the useisanywhere near the
point where capsare necessary for social
or environmental reasons.

Therefore, thetask that wefacein the
coming monthswill besharing thisexpe-
riential information with the Forest Ser-
vice. We need to let them know that if
they can justify caps we might support
them, but that in our opinionsasregular
visitors and forest users we do not sup-

beenarapid increase in useassoon asthe permits areimplemented.
People tend to charge out and grab up the permitsin a speculative
fashion and use winds up rising after just one or two years and
maximizesuseat the capacity limit. In other words, getting a permit
becomesagoal unto itself, and the accomplishment of getting these
permitsis nearly asgreat asactually developing theskillsto runthe

port caps on private use.

However, as we participate in the process we can also offer
constructive criticism and credit the planning team for their hard
work in crafting thisdocument. With the exception of Issue 11, this
draft alternative deserves our support.

river.
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A Proposal for Allowing Limited Whitewater Accessto:

Sections00, 0, and 1 inthe
Headwatersdo the Chattooga River

ummary:
American Whitewater :

‘seammends |iing
the boater ban er Sections 88, 0, and j of the

Chattooga between December 1%t and May
15" aswell ason the rare occasionswhen the
river risesabove 2.6 feet at Highway 76. This
proposal maximizestheopportunity for boat-
ing while minimizing the potentia for con-
flictswith other visitors.

A Review of the Problem

On May 10, 1974 Congress identified 57 miles of the Chattooga
River for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic River System.

The headwaters of the Chattooga River include some d the most
beautiful and remote areas in the southeastern Appalachians. The
river plungesout of the Nantahala National Forest in North Carolina,
throughtheEllicott Rock Wilderness, and between the Chattahoochee
National Forest in Georgia and Sumter National Forest in South
Carolina. The boating community commonly identifies these por-
tions o the river as Sections 00, 0, and 1.

Though Sections 00, 0, and 1 are closed to whitewater
recreationists, dozens of boaters challenge the Forest Service ban
every year. In away, the Forest Service predicted the importance of
these river segments aslong ago as1985, when they stated that " This
river corridor hasthe potential to become one of the most significant
areas in the east providing a wide range of challenging outdoor
recreational pursuitsin aprimitive setting.”

Though we do not condone breaking the law, it is a well-known
fact that it is possible to run the river without getting caught by the
River Rangers. In fact, boating footage has appeared regularly in
promotional videos since the late 1980s. These videos have been
distributed throughout the country, and most southeastern boaters
can readily identify footage from the headwaters of the Chattooga.
However, the tacit acceptance o boating within the headwaters by
the River Rangers is not an acceptable alternative to modifying the
ban and legalizing boating in the headwaters at different timesdf the
year.
American Whitewater's members do not want to break the rules
here; instead, we simply seek a legitimate opportunity to visit the
headwaters o this beautiful river and challenge ourselves on its
waterfalls and cascades. The fact that boaters are compelled to
challenge the boating ban isstrong evidence that accessto theriver
isdf national interest to our community.

Part of the reason for thisinterest is that boaters can count on
these sections to have adequate flows even when many o the other
regional creeksare too low or too high. Another part of the interest
is of course fostered by the long history d river running in the
southeast and the tradition of "steep creeking" which began more

than 20 yearsago onthe headwatersand tributariesdf the Chattooga
River. Other reasons for interest in access to the headwaters, as
identified by the Forest Service, include the river’s unique '(scenic
and isolation qualities."

In the 1970s and early 1980s, the headwaters of the Chattooga
were considered too dangerous for floating by commercial rafters. As
a result, on January 8, 1981, Forest Supervisor Donald W. Eng
prohibited floating north of SC/GA Highway 28 for public safety
purposes at the same time he required the use o safety equipment
such as helmetsand life jackets.

However, private use patterns were already changing and the
nature of river runningwasevolving. Primarily, advancesin boating
techniques, training, safety, and equipment were rapidly improving;
andwiththisevolution private boatersswitched fromtheuseadf army
surplus raftsto specially crafted canoesand kayaks made specifically
for running the waterfalls and cascades in the Appalachians.

Now, 20 years|ater, the forbidding headwatersdof the Chattooga,
with its remote waterfalls and dramatic whitewater, has become a
desirable boating destination for mainstream whitewater canoers
and kayakers, A quick look at the number and caliber of visitors on
Section IV provide even more evidence that the boating ban has
reached anagewhereitisnolonger necessary for purposes o public
safety. Infact, the USFSRiver Rangers have acknowledgedin private
conversationsthat the banisno longer useful for purposes of public
safety.

However, as the private boaters were making well-documented
advancesin safety equi pment and techniques, the banwasreaffirmed
in 1985 when the Forest Service released the Land and Resources
Management Plan (LRMP)for the Chattooga. Asin 1981, the LRMP
limited floating to Sections I, II, III, & IV in the Sumter and
Chattahoochee National Forests. However, no mention o safety was
made in regard to the boating ban; instead, the ban was described as
atool for providing "quality trout fishing."

In other words, the ban was altered in order to prevent possible
conflicts between fishermen and floaters. |In somewaysthischange
was understandabl e; after all, thisriver haslong been recognized as
oned thefinest stocked-trout fisheriesin the region. However, it is
possible to set appropriate limits on use that would maximize the
public's opportunity tovisit and enjoy thisbeautiful settingwhether
they arefishing, hiking, or floating.

In retrospect, the closure does not appear consistent with the
purpose of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act or the Forest Land and
Resource Management Plan. After all, whitewater kayaking and
canoeingareconsistent withwildernessmanagement, represent two
d the oldest and most primitive forms of human-powered travel in
North America as well as two of the most uniquely American pas-
times, and do not damage theenvironment or leaveadetectable trail.

Regardless, the River Rangers do not require a total ban on
floating in the headwatersof the Chattoogain order to perform their
dutiesand exercisetheir responsibilities. Instead, the Forest Service
can let Mother Nature be the judge and arbiter o appropriate uses.
Simply put, Sections 00, 0, and 1 are most suitable for whitewater
recreation at times when they are least suitable for other activities
suchasfishing or swimming. Thereforefloating could, and should,
be allowed on alimited seasonal basis.

American Whitewater v November/ December 1999
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Whitewater boaterscan only run theriver whenthereissufficient
water to float and negotiate the rapids; whereas fishermen and other
river userstend toavoid theriver at higher flowswhen boaterswould
be present. Thecorollary isthat boaterswould avoid theriver atlower
flows when fishermen and hikers would be present. There would be
limited opportunities for encounters between the different users,
and, as the Forest Service emphasizes, "Numerous people may use
the river at the same time, but bends and rapids prevent long sight
distances, and falling water mutes sounds."

A Logical Solution

On behalf o our members, American Whitewater proposes new
guidelinesfor floating on Sections00, 0, and 1.of theChattoogaRiver.
Briefly, we recommend lifting the boater ban between December 1%
and May 15" aswell as occasions when the river risesabove 2.6 feet
at Highway 76. The river level is easily confirmed by checking the
Highway 76 gauge or USGSgauge on the Internet. Thisrecommen-
dation satisfies the boating community while preventing the devel-
opment o conflicts with other forest users such as the fishing
community.

The establishment of a clearly defined, limited use season also
allows the USFSto gauge use and monitor safety on these sections.
Furthermore, limiting accessto the colder winter monthsor periods
o relatively high water naturally deters less qualified boaters from
using theriver,

We recommend requiring boaters to self-register at the put-in
launch sites for Sections 00, 0, and 1. Self-registration is already
conducted on Sections I, 11, 1T and IV. Therefore it should not be
difficult or unreasonable to implement the same system on Sections
00,0, and 1. If useexceedsthelimitsd acceptable change (LAC), then
use may berestricted. However, it is unlikely that accesswill need to

beartificially limited given thedifficult nature d thewhitewater and
the proposed winter use season.

Use should be managed within the Land and Resource Manage-
ment Plan under the relevant Wild & Scenic classification for each
section (wild or recreational). Both wild and recreational statuses
convey USFS responsibility to manage for and provide “water-
oriented recreational opportunitiesin a primitive setting."

Given the degree o difficult whitewater and congested nature of
the river corridor in these sections, we recommend limiting useto
canoes, kayaks, andsmall inflatable kayaks (suchas" Shredders™" or
"duckies"). These river sections are not well suited for rafting or
commercially-guided activities. However, theriversareverysuitable
for other forms of whitewater recreation as demonstrated on re-
gional creeks such as the Stekoa, Overflow, Tallulah, and
Horsepasture.

Concerns for safety, rescue, and emergency evacuation can be
addressed. Whitewater recreation carries certain identifiable risks.
Theused appropriate safety gear such as helmets, lifejackets, throw
ropes, spare paddles, and first aid kits mitigatesthese risks. Further-
more, training infirst aid and CPR can also help to reduce the risks
associated with outdoor activitiessuch as, but not limited to, boat-
ing.

The river managers and rangers on the Chattooga are already
well-versed and trained in the management o whitewater recre-
ation; thereforewe do not anticipate aneed for additional training or
staffing to manage use on Sections 0, 00, and 1. Furthermore, the
River Rangersare under nofalse expectationsregarding their ability
to help with river safety. As the river managers are aware, most
boating teams are ableto conduct their own rescueswhen accidents
occur.

|]' roubleon the S

Address

If you had trouble getting to the river, let us Q et

know. Use this form to report access prob-
lemsso that AW can convince legislatorsand
government authoritieswhereand when river

accessisa problem. If you have met an irate Landgumex/Agency/Sheriff contact (if knowr)

landowner, noticed signs forbidding access,

or were stopped by a landowner, barbed wire A

Phone e———————
I eSS,

4. Obgtades running river, scouting o portaging

401 Fence ar chain an land blodking access
402 Fence wirg ar tree n river blocking acoess
403 Podted ro trespassng Sgn

404 Vehide towed, ticketed, or venddlized
406 Thregtsa adtsd vidence

5. Closures: Rivers dosad that were once gpan

S 501 Closd by private landowner
fenceor alocked gate, tell usaboutitonthis — pyty CiF m———— 502 COlosadl by govemment agency
form. If several boaters are arrested or in- emal ggﬁ% SFG;HH
volved, only oneform should befilled out per e
s e T 1. Trespass. Ticket, warning or arrest for: 50208 Lod
incident raming a boater available for future 101 T o privaie 508 Hich weter dosure
contact. 102 Tregpassan public property

- igz viminal trespass Nav access fess _

R Sde Wil respets 601  Cherged by privte landoner
- 602 Craged by govemment agency
Déte & In0l 0N p— 2. Public Acoess Closure 60201 Fedad
i 60202 Sae
Access code categories: Lig bdow or circle the %W Den'ai by_ fedkrd law 60203 Lod
categories mutiple categoriesae OK. 20002 Depied by Forést Savice
20103 Deiedby Natl Pak Savice Dam controlled rivers

. o 202 Daiedby date 701 Water tumned df

Brief desoription d incidlent: 203 Deied by locd athoritv @ Inconsistentflow: too much a too little

3. Injury from man-madeobstades
Babed wire or fence

301

Sad to Ken Randford, 475 Sierra Vista, Cabondde, CO
81623, 970-963-6800, FAX 970-963-6700.

302 Low heed cbm rangford .net

Access Is a constant struggle. The AW Access Committee needs your NEI[.
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Champion River
CorridorsOpento
ThePublic Today

(NY)

By: Neil F. Woodworth,
Counsel for the Adirondack Mountain Club
Contact: nwoodworth@global2000.net

The newest additions to Adirondack Forest Preserve are open
for thefirst timein more than century.

OnAugust 10, the New Y ork State Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation (DEC) Commissioner John P. Cahill announced
that the famous "northern flow" corridors of the Deer, St. Regis,
Oswegatchie, and Grassriverswere being opened to public usefor
the first time in more than a century.

Accesstothecorridorswaspart of thelargest land conservation
transactionin New York State's history, an agreement announced
by Governor George E. Pataki in July that preserves 144,300 acres
o forest land formerly owned by Champion I nternational Corpora-
tion. The property encompassesthree large, noncontiguous blocks
o land located in portionsd 10 towns in St. Lawrence, Franklin,
Lewis, and Herkimer counties within the Adirondack Park. The
balance o the lands will open to public use next summer.

"For thefirst timein more than 100 years, the publicwill have
access to the famous 'northern flow' river corridors that boast
some o the best canoeing areas in the country,” Cahill said.
" Although dry weather may temporarily curtail water recreation in
some areas this season, this property will provide vast new recre-
ational opportunitiesfor yearsto come."

Becauselowwater conditions prevail acrossthe North Country,
DEC recommendsthat people contemplating acanoe or kayak trip
contact DEC’s regional officesin the North Country for the latest
conditions.

In order to separate publicand private usesd thelands, public
use of thefeelandswill be limited to a500-foot corridor on either
side o therivers. Hunting, fishingand trappingwill beallowed on
those lands beginning July 1,2000.

On the 110,000 acres d private lands that will be opened to
publicusethroughaconsewation easement, private huntingclubs
retain exclusive hunting and trapping rights during the big game
season for the next 15 years. Consequently, these lands will be
closed to the public (except for primary access corridors used to
reach thefeelands) from Sept. 1through December 31, until 2014.
Beginning in 2015, those lands will be open to the public year-
round.

The river corridor lands opened in August consist o three
properties known as the Santa Clara, Tooley Pond, and Croghan
tracts. The landswere purchased for their significant stretches of
high quality recreational water.

Thethree propertiesaredl within the Adirondack Park and are
subject to its rules and regulations. More information on these
properties is available on the DEC web site at: www.dec.ny.us.

| AMC Reguests Assganceon

Access Problemsin Vamont
and M assachusetts

By: Peter Donahue

Note from American Whitewater's Access Director: One of the
things that I've learned since coming to work for American
Whitewater is that there are an unlimited number of river access
problems in our country, and we need all the help we can get. AMC's
commitment to working on river access issues in the northeast will
be a large help and | encourage our members to work with them in
reporting and addressing these issues.

The Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC)isa nonprofit conserva
tionand recreation organi zation with over 83,000membersthrough-
out the Northeast. The AMC promotes the protection, enjoyment,
and wise use df the mountains, rivers, and trailsfor the benefit of all
people.

Our paddling members have recently brought to our attention
the need toinvestigate river accessissuesinthisregion. In response
to this need, we have begun a study d the access sites on the
whitewater riversdf SouthernVermont and Western Massachusetts.
Our goal istoidentify thosesiteswhich have already been closed by
landownersor arevulnerabletoclosureinthenear futureduetoland
sales, changes in ownership, or poor relationships between boaters
and landowners.

We hope to have a report available for Southern Vermont and
Western Massachusetts by the early part of 2000. If you would like
information regarding AMCs river access work or would like to
inform usd access problemsinany o the Northeastern states please
contact AMCs River ConservationAdvocate, Peter Donahue, at (617)
523-0655 ext. 314 or pdonahue@amcinfo.org.

KayakersNow Wedcomed to
Bidwell Park - Chico, CA

By: Scott Blankenfeld, Intern, American Whitewater

After setting shuttleand driving to the top d the canyon's south
rim, we prepared ourselves for thewater and beganthetwo-mile hike
down to Big Chico Creek. During our run, Tim Krane and | alter-
nated leading each rapid as the other shot video. Thiswould surely
be a historic moment for kayaking in Chico, California.

Bidwell Park, Americas fourth largest city park is located in
Chico. The park haslong been closed to hard shell watercrafts. This
meansthat thecreek would beopen toswimmersand tubers, but not
for kayakers. Why should kayakersbeleft out?Maybeto assure safety
d the swimmers, but nobody really knows.

Few whitewater boaters have ever noticed this creek for it's
runnability (probably because the park attracts mostly bikers, hik-
ers, and swimmers), until Ken Fowler of Chico Paddleheads was
stopped while kayaking in the park and was questioned by a ranger.

Later Kenand Kevin Lewis (ConservationCo-Chair onthe Ameri-
can Whitewater Board of Directors) researchedsimilar casesthat set
precedent, and Ken petitioned the Chico City Park commission for
permission to enter the creek with a kayak. The Park Commission
and Ken were concerned with the safety of other park users. They
agreed to open the park to kayaks and other whitewater crafts
between the dates o November 1 and April 30 when there are not
likely tobeswimmersinthecreek and thewaterisatarunnablelevel.

The ClassVrun had been done before, and thekayakers, likeKen,
were generally hassled by park rangers. However, Tim Krane and |
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were left alone aswe ran the first legal descent of Big Chico Creek
through Upper Bidwell Park in February 1999. Wefound that therun
through thepark to beatechnical, low-volumecreek. Rocky clusters
of Lovejoy Basalt create alot of great boof drops, and the river also
squeezes through a half-mile vertically walled gorge.

On our run we had a number of tricky portages requiring usto
rope our boatsand even build driftwood bridges across crevasseson
which to seal launch into the moving water below.

Gaining access to Big Chico Creek is a perfect example of how
doing research, having tact, and caring for the rights of boaters has
gained accessto yet another creek in California. However, the fight
for Big Chico Creek is not over. A local landowner has blocked the
road toan access point that'sfurther upstream; but Ken Fowler ison
the scene again, working to open up another whitewater run in
Northern California.

|dand Cresk Cleared and
Reopened for Use (TN)

By Chuck Estes

Island Creek has been cleared of strainers and is now open for
boating for thefirst timeinacouple d years. Thisisone of the best
short whitewater runs on the Cumberland Plateau. Itisa2112-mile
Class IV+ run with spectacular scenery. See Monte Smith's guide
book if you need more details. Unfortunately it hasbeen unrunnable
for the past two years due to massive amounts o strainersfrom ice
and snowstorms.

On September 18 & 19, 12 members of the East Tennessee
Whitewater Club with the approval and assistance of Obed Park
Service ranger Rob Turan hiked intolsland Creek and completed the
removal. Using chainsaws and muscle, the group cleared out all
major strainers in the creek channel and removed several debris
dams. Carewastaken to clear the strainersfor boater safety but not
impact the scenic nature o the creek. On Saturday, our group o
eleven divided into twogroupswith onegroup starting at thetopand
one coming up from the bottom. On Sunday, a group o four of us
came back for more and did a sweep from the top, clearing out the
remainder of the strainers and debris dams.

Inthefirst mileandahalf, stay ontheleft sidedf thesmall islands
that split the flow. The left side of these rapids has the best channel
andislesslikely to havestrainers. The channel should beclear down
to the most difficult rapid, Compound Fracture. Thisis about two
thirds of the way through the run. A large debris dam has been
removed 50 yardsabove the rapid. A part of alarge hemlock log still
remains there on the left side of the channel that should alert
paddlersthat Compound Fracture iscoming up. At the top of Rock
House rapid (thevery large undercut on river left), we had to leave
the butt end of a large tree wedged into the river left wall. Thereis
plenty of room for the normal left center run. All else is now clear
down to a very large debris dam immediately below the old stone
railroad bridge pier. Thedebrisdamisinthe middle of the creek. We
have cleared out the left side of the creek, which isthe most open
channel and historically the most common route. We also cleared
the extreme right side of the debris dam; however, thisisa much
narrower channel with asmall drop and a tricky angle that must be
negotiated. The confluence with the Emory River is located about
200 yards downriver.

We cut many large logsinto 3-4 foot sections, and expect it will
takeamajor rainfall tofloat out thedebris. Normal runsareat 10,000
cfson the Oakdale gauge. We expect alevel of 30,000 to 40,000 may
be needed to float the debris down to the Emory.

ATTENTION: Please use extreme caution in running Island
Creek this paddling season since the debris will move and possibly
createhazards. Alsothereisdebrisabovethe put-in bridgethat could
move downstream over time and several large dead trees are poised

tofal into the channel from the top of the gorge. Thiswinter and
spring please check in at the Wartburg National Park Servicevisitor
center prior to running Island Creek to get the latest status. Also,
after any run, please check back in with the Park Service visitor
center to let them know what you observed so information can be
passed on to other boaters.

Thankstothefollowingfor all their hardwork: Dave Walton (who
worked both days, helped organize, and made an initial scouting
hike), Paul Akers, Sam Suffern, Tom Berg, Ralph Harvey, Bob
Olszewski, Tom Pritchard, Charlieand Zed Mansfield, Jomo and Toby
MacDermott, and Ranger Rob Turan.

Obed River Desgnated
Outganding National

Resource Wata (TN)

Source: American Rivers

The Obed Wild and Scenic River in Tennessee has received the
highest level of environmental protection under state law. The 45-
mile river and its tributaries have been designated an Outstanding
National Resource Water, indicating the highest scenic and ecologi-
cal importance. Thisdesignation isgood newsfor paddlersaswell as
the threatened and endangered species that frequent the area.

CALL FOR LAWYERS!

American Whitewater Seeks Volunteers with Legal
Training to Review Qur Nationwide Survey of All 50
State's Navigability Laws!

Confusion over the rights and obligations of boaters versus the
rightsand obligationsdf landownersand other river usersismatched
by the uncertainly about the proper role o government river manag-
ing agencies.

How responsibleshould public agenciesbefor the safety of those
who undertake risk-taking recreational activities on public lands?
What rules are needed to protect rivers and riverine areas from
environmental damage? What agency policies are best to ensure
fairness between competing usegroups?Whoshould pay for facilities
and services to make river access possible? What if sightseers and
hikersaswell as river runners use these facilities?What obligations
do water project developers have to make amends for the loss of
recreational opportunitieswhen dams are built or licensed by the
government? These difficult public policy issues affect the opportu-
nities of whitewater boaters to pursue their sport.

American Whitewater is completing a Navigability Handbook to
help clarify some df these questions and the public right toaccessand
usethe riversand streamsin all 50 states. We hope that the informa-
tion in this handbook will serve asastarting point for educating the
reader on navigability law in general and will contributeto a resolu-
tion of conflicts, leading to a better and more enjoyable relationship
among river users, managers, landowners, and otherswith an inter-
est in these resources.

Thisdocument islaid out inasimple format that haseach state's
lawsdetailed separately from other states. Under each state heading
there are five sections with brief descriptions of: 1) the state of the
law, 2) adescription of the State Test of Navigability; 3) the extent of
public rights in navigable waters; 4) statutes governing landowner
liability; and 5) miscellaneousaddenda that are relevant to the issue.

We need lawyers from all 50 states to volunteer to assist uswith
our final review.

Please e-mail Jason Robertson at Access@amwhitewater .or gor
call 301-589-9453 to volunteer.
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CALL FOR RESEARCHERS!

Boaters Need Good Research to Share with River
Managers

Boater's access rightsare being threatened on anumber of rivers
based on poor science, poor research, and prejudicial assumptionson
the parts o river managers,landowners, and county administrators.

American Whitewater is looking for researchers that are inter-
ested inwriting white papersfor usand working on issues related to:

Crowding in Wilderness Areas
Motors on Wilderness Rivers
Boater Impacts on the Environment
Boater Impacts on Endangered Species (suchas Salmon and
Harlequin Ducks)
Experiential Learning
W Hydropower Impacts
Economic Impacts of Boating
Effects of Feeson the Boating Community
User Conflicts
The State of the Industry
Safety

We cannot fund your research directly, but we can provide
assistance in getting grantsfrom the national agencies. Therearea
number of great research opportunitiesfor students towork on their
Master's degrees on these subjects, and for experts to contribute
meaningfully to our ability to canoe, kayak, and raft!

Please eemail Jason Robertson at Access@amwhitewater.org or
call 301-589-9453 to volunteer.

Intern Focusing on National Hydropower
Projects

By Scott Blankenfeld, Autumn Intern

Thereareover 1,700 hydropower projectslicensed by The Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC).Although, there isacom-
plete list o these projects, there is no listing that relates these
projects to whitewater. Since the idea location for a dam and the
ideal location for awhitewater runisariver with gradient, the need
for ahydropower/whitewater catalog exists.

| amworking in the conservation program under thesupervision
d John Gangemi, as| research all the FERC hydropower licensesand
am putting themtogether in theform of ahandbook. This handbook
will servetwo main functions. First, American Whitewater (AW)will
use this information to set priorities and determinewhich projects
to get involved with and intervene intheir relicensings. Secondly, it
will help American Whitewater's members become more informed
on loca hydro issues.

| will be gathering information from government agencies,
whitewater guidebooks, AW staff, volunteers, members, and affili-
ates. Thefinal product will help everybody who holds a stake in our
preciouswhitewater resourcetonotonly beinformed o recreational
whitewater releases, but also to serve asa starting place for getting
involved with local hydropower issues.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this project,
please contact me at the Silver Spring office or e-mail:

| (scott@amwhitewater.org),

Editor's Note: Scott Blankenfeld is a senior at California State Uni-
versity, Chico. He will receive his Bachelor of Science in Commercial
and Community Recreation upon completion of his internship at
American Whitewater in December. Upon completion of his degree
Scott will begin searching for employment in the whitewater/rivers

industry.

NOW —A River RunsThrough It !

By Tom Christopher
AW Board Member

EDWARDS DAM REMOVED IN
HISTORIC FERC DECISON

Late in June | got a cal from Andrew Fahlund, afriend of mine
from Washington, D. C. who works for American Riversas Director
o their Hydropower Programs. "Areyou going up to Augustafor the
breaching o the Edwards dam on July Ist?" heinquired. "Totell you
thetruth, I hadn't redly given it much thought,” | said. For the past
year | had been incredibly busy at work and was aso trying tofinish
upworking onasettlement onseveral riversinwesternMaine. Tome
it was more important that the Edwards Dam was being removed
than my actual attendanceat the event, besides, our close friend and
colleague Steve Brooke o the Kennebec Coalition was the one
deserving of all the kudosfor directing the ten-year effort to remove
the dam.

"Well," Andrew said, "I think you should go. We all need to be
there to support Steve and besides, thisis history in the making." |
still hesitated. "Andrew | just don't think | can take the time off, |
haven't even been in my boat thisyear and it's almost July."

"You need to get out there now," hisvoice slightly pushy. "And |
waswondering as long aswe're in Maine, will you take me down the
Kennebec Gorge?' | knew thenthat he had meand therewasnothing
| could do about it. | had blown Andrew off on the Deerfield ayear
earlier to attend to an important AW donor who wanted to run

Maine's Dead River, and | wasstill feeling guilty. Andrew isoned the
unsung river heroesthat toilstediously in Washingtonto provide us
with information, support, and legislativeassi stancefrom hisdesk at
American Rivers. Because of hisloved rivers, Andrew hasdecided to
get up close and personal to hiswork by learning how to boat. Healso
was looking to add to hisriver portfolio, and whowas| to discourage
him.

“0. K. T'll be there," trying to sound positive through my groan.
"What time and where should | meet you?"

"The breaching isset to go off at 9:00 a.m. sowhy don't you meet
meat thesite," Andrew chirped. "By theway, | think you should get
there early, | think there may be a bit of a crowd for the festivities."

So late on the eve of river history | packed up my boat and gear,
loaded the mobile kayak condo, and headed up to Augusta, relieved
that | wasfinally going to spend sometimein my boat. After athree
hour drive and a quick stop at Ralph's Roast Bedf Ranch for a
sandwich, | dragged my semiconscious body into bed a little after
midnight. | figured an early arrival at the site would bein the bag. |
didn't have aclue of what | was in store for the following day.

Theday began asany other ordinary day inearly July- itwasbright
and sunny, cool in the early morning with the temperature rising
quickly and the humidity starting tobuildtoan oppressive level. | was
looking forward toseeing Andrew and other old friendswhowould be
there. Itwasarelief to bethinkingabout what wasgoing to take place
later. After al, it was the first time in our nation's history that the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission had ordered the removal of
an operating dam that was still producing energy.

The Edwards Dam is 162 yearsold, built in 1837, and at 920 feet
wide, it becameapluginariver that was onceoned thenation's most
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productive fisheries. Although the Kennebec River has undergone
many changesin its 200 year history, none had been as destructive
as the building of the Edwards Dam. It had been constructed
primarily for the purpose of providing mechanical power to the
textile and saw mills along the river bank. But the dam had the
practical effect of virtually destroying huge populations of salmon,
sturgeon, rainbow smelt and other anadromous fish by flooding
critical upstream habitat and creating an impenetrable barrier to
spawning grounds. In addition, overfishing, log drives, municipal
sewage, paper mill wastes and other industrial toxins compounded
the degradation o the river and virtually destroyed the entire river
ecosystem.

The mills have long since closed, and the workers, many o
French-Canadian ancestry, have also moved on. What was left was
the Edwards Manufacturing Company, acommercial enterprisethat
produced no productsbut over theyears had convertedwater power
to electrical energy by installing generatorsthat produced only 3.5
megawatts of energy. This minuscule amount o energy isequal to
one-tenth o one percent of Maine's energy usage. However, the
project did produce impressive revenues for its owners. With mini-
mal operation and maintenance costs the owners of the Edwards
Dam grossed more than $ 2.5
million dollars each year —high
profits at the expense one of the
most beautiful riversin America
and clearly not in the public in-
terest.

During the relicensing pro-
cess, FERC concluded the value
and benefits to the public inter-
est outweighed the economic
value to the owners of the dam,

and ordered thedamremoved. It =
is expected that the creation of ¥
seventeen miles of additional
spawning habitat and the flow
restoration provided by the dam
removal will generatemillionsof
dollarsthroughthedevel opment
of aworld classsport fishery and
other recreationa activities in-
cluding whitewater boating as
rapids emerge from below the
reservoir.

| stopped and had a celebratory breakfast —since I'm alwayson
adiet | look for any opportunity toincrease my caloricintake beyond
wheat toast and water without having to make too many excuses to
my conscience or beloved wife Shirley. As | drove to the dam, |
noticed more traffic than usual as! crossed the bridge spanningthe
Kennebec River. When | got to the other side of the river I saw all
sorts of law enforcement officersdirecting traffictowardsthesite. |
finaly arrived at a parking spot about three quarters of a mile avay
from the dam. It was barely eight o'clock.

Grabbing my camera, | sensed an urgency that | had not antici-
pated and | followed a wide line of people towards the dam site.
Descending a small hill and rounding a blind corner, my eyes
embraced a crowd of people, tents, exhibits from environmental
organizations, and even a display fromacommercial rafting outfit-
ter. Hundreds o folding chairs had been placed in front of a huge
video screen projecting an array of historical events and factsabout
the EdwardsDamand the Kennebec River. This was a party—and the
excitement aboutwhatwasgoingtohappen literally seem ¥ displace
the electricity which had been previously produced by the genera-
tors.

On an elevated platform were a dozen television video cameras
and reporterswandered through the crowd gathering stories, per-
sonal reflectionsand tidbits oftrivia. Many elderly people were there,
withtalesof their childhood and lifeal ong the banksof the K ennebec

and in the textile and saw mills. Some looked sad, for they knew this
wasan end o an era, an end to aslower timewhen each neighbor and
coworker was an important part of the fabric within the close-knit
community. There was some anger, mostly directed at the"damned
environmentalists," who couldn't mind their own businessand were
causing all thetroublefor "folkswho live here." But everyone could
tell what was about to unfold would be historic- the death of an era
and arebirth of ariver.

| wandered through the crowd, taking everything inand trying to
process what was happening, greeting many friends and colleagues
from my past ten years of conservation work. Of course it was
impossible to avoid my adversaries—dam operators from other
projectsin New England, and employees and staff who took partin
countless and prolonged negotiating sessions, often filled with acri-
mony. Somehow though, today was different, with asensed trucein
recognition of the coming breach of the dam and the knowledgethat
it would transcend any differences that we might have. Even as
opposing warriors, for this day, there wasabond that formedin the
name of the good battlesthat had been fought and those whichwould
continue to rage.

The dignitaries approached the podium, each with words of
wisdom and hove that the im-
pending breach was the right
thing to do. The Mayor of Au-
gusta, William Dowling, re-
counted his days running logs
ontheriver and Governor Angus
King mused that we might find
the body of Jimmy Hoffa buried
inthesedimentsoncethewaters
withdrew. Secretary o the Inte-
rior, Bruce Babbitt remarked,
"Thisisamoment in history that
begins hereand will be repeated
many timesinthe comingyears.
Riversflowthroughour livesfill-
ing our memorieswith richness
from the past, but rivers also
flow into the future." Governor
King and Secretary Babbitt both
reached for the cord o a brass
colored bell initssteepletosig-
nal across the river for the
breaching to begin at the coffer
dam which had been constructed on the far side of the Kennebec

Acrosstheriver, hafway uptheescarpment carved by the Kennebec,
stood St. Augustine's church with its towering steeple.

The bell rung once, twice, three times, and al at once every bell
inthe St. Augustine Church acrossthe river began totoll, filling the
entire valley and city of Augustawith the joyoussounds of renewal
and the hope afree-flowing river would bring in the coming years.

Equipment operator Reggie Barnes of H. E. Sargent, thecontrac-
tor responsiblefor the dam removal, climbed up into the cab of his
Caterpillar 385 B Excavator with a five-foot wide bucket. Foreman
Bruce Skilling from Sargent and Norman Michaud of E-Pro Engi-
neering broke a bottle of champagne over the bucket, shook hands
and stepped back to let Barnes do hiswork. At 9:21 am. on July 1,
1999, beginning with the riprap holding down the southern face of
the coffer dam, Barnes began scooping buckets full of rocks and
gravel. By 9:32 am. the water began asamuddy trickleand soon burst
forward in a powerful torrent, free at last, free at last.

Reggie Barnesspun the cab of the backhoe around, hiswork done
and hisplacein history secure, and rushed to the high ground before
he was swept into the 15 foot-wide gap in the river. Across the river
the crowd of 1,500 people watched through binoculars, telescopes
and on closed-circuit TV and cheered wildly and enthusiastically as
the gap in the dam grew wider to 75 feet. The church bells tolled for
the next hour in jubilant celebration, free at last, freeat last. Within
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an hour thewater behind theimpoundment dropped afoot, cawing
out avicious hole at the bottom of the breach that soon became a
snare for some o the old timber crib.

As | stood and watched, | was overcome by the emotions that
aways follow when the human spirit overcomes adversity. To be
part of this, and towork with thosewho have toiled selflessly for so
many yearsto achievethismoment, tosharethis moment with me,
has been one of the most rewarding experiences in my own conser-
vation career. This has reemphasized the importance of American
Whitewater's work in hydropower relicensing and certainly proves
that asmall group of dedicated, committed individuals can effect
enormous change within our society.

When Mahatma Gandhi was taken from his prison cell after one
d his many interments he was asked by the Governor Regent of
India what he expected from his British rulers, and he politely
replied, “ | expect them sir, to quit India" It strikes me that we
should expect nolessfrom thosewho have destroyed our riversand
ecosystems with dam construction. While we may not be able to
remove al dams we should certainly expect FERC to support
appropriate mitigation measures through the relicensing process
for those that must remain in service. It isalso critica to develop
alternative forms o energy which will negate the necessity for
future dam building, so we can preserve our rivers for future
generations.

The next day, Andrew, Steve Brooke, myself, and an entire cadre
d conservationists, sportsmen, and river enthusiasts took to the
river incanoes, putting in below the next dam upstream at Ft. Halifax,
inorder to bethefirst to paddle this newly free-flowing section of the
Kennebec River. We toiled seventeen miles downstream against
strong headwinds that were sweeping up the river valey, checking
how water levels had subsided aswe paddled al ong what wasonce an
enormous reservoir. By the time we reached Augusta the level had
dropped six feet. Inspite of themucky silt-covered new river bank, we
could see that the Kennebec would be able to restore itself very
quickly. The fishermen in the group were eagerly discussing new
salmon habitat and an afternoon thundershower that drove ustothe
shore was already dissolving thesilt onthebanksandwashing it down
tothesea. Earlier, abald eagleflew overhead, aswell asafew osprey
and agreat blue heron with afish initsmouth. To methese were all
signs that the river gods were happy. They were sending us their
messengers to tell uswe were doing a good thing.

This story is not about killer whitewater or an extraordinary
overseas adventure, but a tribute to all who through persistence,
faith, and hard work overcame enormous obstaclesto achieveagreat
moment in river conservation. It will be marked in history as a
turning point in aquiet revolution to save our rivers. It isan event
that should inspireall of ustocontinueourworkinsaving rivers. And
to my friend Andrew Fahland, thanks for twisting my arm and
bringing me along. It was a life experience.

NEW ENGLAND VICTORY # 2

By Tom Christopher
AW Board Member

Settlement Agreement Forged On Western Maine's Rapid & Megalloway Rivers.

On July 29,1999, with Governor Angus S. Kingand Ron Loviglio,
Commissioner of Maine’s Department o Conservationpresent, Florida
Power & Light, owners o the Union Water Power Company in
western Maine, announced that a settlement agreement had been
reached on licensing conditions for the operation of Upper and
Middle dams in the headwaters region of the Androscoggin River.
This agreement includes provisions that guarantee releases for
whitewater recreation over the course o the next fifty years on both
the Rapid and Megalloway rivers.

Upper and Middledamsimpound Mooselookmeguntic, Cupsuptic,
and Upper and Lower Richardson Lakes, important reservoirswhich
have provided enhanced flowsand flood protection for downstream
communities as well as power generation for nearly 115 years. In
addition, a reopener clause on the Union Water Power's Aziscohos
Dam and the Megalloway River paved theway for their inclusion into
the settlement agreement as partial mitigation for the environmen-
tal impacts caused by the dams of both projects.

American Whitewater and New England FLOW began negotia-
tionswith Union Water Power Company in December of 1995. Over
the last four years they have worked with other conservation alies
including the Appalachian Mountain Club, the Conservation Law
Foundation, American Rivers, Rangely Lakes Heritage Trust and
Trout Unlimited to develop a comprehensive mitigation package
which would balance the competing interestsutilizing the resources
of theregion. Thiscollaborative team al so included state and federal
resourceagencies, municipalities, and campowners. Overthecourse
of four yearsand with thousands of man-hoursput into meetingsand
extended negotiations by the interveners, a settlement agreement
was forged. This settlement maintains the safety and economic
benefits o the dams to Union Water Power while protecting and
enhancing environmental and recreational values.

In ahistoric, precedent-setting move, Union Water Power Com-
pany agreed to fund an independent consultant, Alec Giffen of Land

& Water Associates, Hallowell, Maine, to report directly to the
conservation coalition. His purpose was to provide them with in-
depth analysis on issues which varied from fish spawning and
whitewater flows to land protection and resource management.
Having an autonomous consultant allowed the collaborative partici-
pants to utilize technical and scientific expertise that would have
otherwise been difficult to fund through their respective organiza-
tions. Accessto critical information about daily peaking operations
and difficult-to-obtain historical data on the management of the
resources gave al o the respective parties the opportunity to gain
valuable insight regarding potential mitigation strategies.

Pioneer whitewater boaters had been using the Rapid River since
the end of World War II, but water availability occurred only during
periods o high seasonal flows. In recent years Union Water Power
Company had verbally agreed to release water on two weekends in
July and two weekends in August. Although boatable, water levels
were often inconsistent and presented significant safety hazards at
the lower levels. If higher flows occurred on non-boating weekends
or at other times, it wasal most impossible for boaters or fishermen
to find out about these flows.

Although whitewater boaters had been utilizing the Rapid River
for many years there was a serious danger that the existing boating
flows would be entirely eliminated in order to provide stable lake
levels for camp owners on the upstream lakes. In addition to their
objections, fishing interest groups were strongly opposed to any
continuation o the upper level flows, which they considered to be
disrupting to theworld-class brook trout fishery on the Rapid River.
Accessto Rapid River had always been extremely difficult dueto the
fact that Union Water Power did notownany of thelandssurrounding
the project and that there were strenuous objections by many o the
different interest groups to increasing or improving access to the
resource. It was necessary for the boaters to recognize the pristine
recreational valueswhich made thisregion sospecial and still defend
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their rightsto use these resources in away which would be compat-
iblewith other interests, while minimizing theimpactsthat boating
activities might create.

In order to preserve the back country character of the region, the
interveners developed a water management plan which preserved
and enhanced the existing boating usage of the Rapid River and
opened up the Megalloway River tosignificant boating opportunities
inan areawhich had easier, moredirect access. It wasthe opinion o
the interest groups that recreational needs would change signifi-
cantly over thenext 50 years. Acommittee, whichincluded American
Whitewater, was established to eval uate these changes and consider
whichactionsor mitigationwoul d be necessary to meet theincreased
recreational demandsdf thefuture. In order to support thisprogram
afund of $100,000 dollars has been established by thelicensee, using
the interest for continuing studies on fishing, boating, and future
land acquisition. I n addition to these funds, Union Water Power has
plannedto spend $7,000 dollarsannually over theterm of thelicense
for additional fisheries studies and monitoring.

Thissettlement agreement completely eliminatesthelower boat-
ingflowsonthe Rapid River onschedul ed release days. Instead, it will
provide higher flows which vary between 1,300 cfs and 1,800 cfs. It
also adds two days, one in July and one in August, that will allow
boating for three straight daysas part of extended weekend releases.
When added to the rel ease schedul e of the Megalloway River, thereis
now boating every weekend in this region from the last weekend in
June through the first weekend in September.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT:

>SWHITE WATER BOATING: 22 days of scheduled whitewater
boating, every weekend from the last weekend in June through he
first weekend in September, at varying flows between 900 cfs and
1,800 cfs.

>FLOW-PHONE: For release information on nonschedul ed boat-
ing flowsfrom May 1+ until September 30t each year. (Therewill be
many more days of boating available through this notification sys-
tem).

>LAND PROTECTION: Permanent conservation easements will
be donated on portions of UWP lands including two small islands
above Upper Dam, a 250-foot easement on both sides of the Rapid
River below MiddleDam and a10-rodstrip (167feet) ontherest of the
Rapid River extending to Lake Umbagog which abuts a 500-foot
easement recently acquired by the Maine DIFW, totaling 350 acres
and 5.9 miles of shoreline protection.

>PROTECTION & ENHANCEMENT FUND: Including $600,000
dollars to Rangely Lakes Heritage Trust for ongoing stewardship
activities, $750,000 dollarsfor acquisition of additional shorelands or
conservation easements, and $150,000 dollars for future protection
or enhancement measures for water quality, fish & wildlife habitat,
and wetlands.

>RECREATIONAL FACILITIES: While preserving the back coun-
try character of thearea, UNMPwill provide canoe portagetrails, picnic
areas, handicap access to existing boat launches, and improvements
to launch sites.

STUDIES: UWP will contribute $100,000 dollars to complete
future studies related to boating, fisheries, and future recreational
needs, and will spend an average of $7,000 dollars annually for the
term o the license for additional fisheries studiesand monitoring.

>FISHERIES: New minimum flowsfor habitat enhancement and
for riverine habitat below dams

>L AKELEVEL MANAGEMENT: Measuresto minimizeimpactsto
reservoir levels to enhance fall fish spawning in lake tributaries,
summer recreation, and loon nesting.

SIGNATORIES TO THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

Union Water Power Company New England FLOW
American Rivers H. Dept. of Environmental
Services

Angus King (left) Governor of Maine, congratulates Tom Christopher for
AW’s role in the Settlement Agreement.

American Whitewater Rangely LakesHeritage Trust
Appalachian Mountain Club Saco Bound / Downeast
Whitewater

Conservation Law Foundation Trout Unlimited
Maine Dept. of Conservation Town of Berlin, NH.
Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries& Town of Gorham, NH.
Wildlife U. S. Fish & WildlifeService
Maine State Planning Office National Park Service
Moosel ookmeguntic Improvement
Association

In order to fully comprehend the significance o this settlement
agreement to the boating community, it must berecognized that the
upper Androscoggin headwatershave been managed specifically and
without any change for more than 100 years for the benefit of the
downstream industries involved in paper making or other forms of
manufacturing. Further, it has been designated as a "world-class"
fishery during thissame period for large brook trout and landlocked
salmon, even though other important species like the giant blue-
backed trout have been lost because of dam building. It was very
difficult for the boating community to gain any standing in these
proceedings, and over the course of four years and two separate
whitewater suitability studies, American Whitewater carved out a
tenable position which was acceptable to other user groups.

The size of this watershed encompasses thousands of square
miles, and given the number of boating releases obtained coupled
withtheremotecharacter of theregion, placestheimportance of this
victory on ascalethat exceeds the value of the Deerfield Settlement
Agreement that was signed just five years ago. More important still
isthe ability of American Whitewater to firmly establish an impor-
tant and meaningful presence in environmental proceedings with
state and federal agencies. Boating victories of this magnitude and
that of the Deerfield River continuetoestablishour authority inriver
recreation issuesthroughout the United Statesand further confirm
our expertise and skill in developing resource management plans
built on the principles d "balanced use."

Itistothe credit of American Whitewater that, for thefirst time,
wewill hold an important seat onacommitteethat will decidewhich
recreational opportunities will be available on these valuable re-
sources over the next 50 years. With this achievement goes the
important responsibility for continued protection and balanced-use
as our own sport grows and the coming generations d younger
boaterswill seek to enjoy the outstanding and remarkabl e beauty of
the Rapid and Megalloway Rivers. Godspeed to those whowill follow
inour footsteps inthefuture, for it isup to them to protect what we
have now achieved.
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By Jayne H. Abbot

GAULEY FESTIVAL

Wow,what afestival! Another year of warm dry weather brought out over 4,000 paddlers
to American Whitewater's largest river celebration o the year. The camping area was
overflowing with tents as those eager toindulge in al festival activities packed into thesite.
An astounding 100 booths filled the marketplaceto the brim, somelast minute vendorseven
had to be turned away. The center ring, generally avast oasisd space, was|ooking crowded
as three vendors, Perception, Tevaand Lotus, set up their billboard RV’s, sound system and
couch city inside the Marketplace circle. Hot tunes provided by Fox Trot Zulu included some
incredible drumming. A mostwelcome and interesting addition to thefestival was Eskimo's
kayak simulator, something to be experienced to be believed. Incredible numbers of
volunteers turned out to help create one of the smoothest running events ever. What an
incredible party! If youcouldn't makeit thisyear, be sureto makeyour plansto bethere next
year! Mark your calendarswith thisimportant date: GAULEY FESTIVAL - SEPFTEMBER 16,
2000.
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NOWR NEWS

Best of luck to our US Freestyle Team as they go for the gold in New Zealand on
December 1-5!

NEW CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM ANNOUNCED

Duringthesummer of 1999, the Events Officewaslucky enoughto haveanintern, Walker
Daves, to do some research into other competitive sports such as mountain biking,
snowboarding, skiing, gymnastics and skating. His research focused on such things as
judging, classification and ranking systems, membershipand sponsorship. Thisresearch has
helped in developing an exciting new standardized NOWR classification system designed to
provide freestyle competitors with avisible "progression,” i.e., a defined means of moving
through the ranks. The system will also help to create afoundation of amateur/local events
and competitors, and a more defined "Pro" class.

The following are specificson the new system. Questions and registration materials can
be ordered from the Events Office by calling 828-645-5299 or email at jhabbot@aol.com.

First, paddlers are classified based on their age as of December 31 df the current year:

Secondly, each paddler iscategorized according toability and rodeo paddling proficiency:

Class.
Class Paddler Age
Junior 18 and under
Senior 19- 39
Masters 40and up
Category.
Category Definition
Beginner
Sport
Expert
Pro*

Casual, local competitor, first timer
Intermediate regional competitor
Advanced national/regional competitor
Highest national/international competitor

(only available to Senior age category)*

"Competitorsin the Junior and Mastersage categories may apply to participatein the
Senior Proclassout ofthe Expert classin their respective age categories.

If ajunior turns19or asenior turns40 after thefirst of theyear, they can elect to remain
in their respective age category for that year or move up to the next age category. However,
oncethe election is made, it cannot be changed until the following year.

Class Definitions:

Competitorscaninitialy choosetheir own
level. Acompetitor could chooseto beginin
Sport or Expert. To progress to the next
level, a competitor must meet the require-
ments o that category. Competitors must
complete an application form and be ac-
cepted by thereview committeeto beallowed
into the Pro class.

Beginner

This category is designed for the entry
level paddler. The Beginner level helps the
paddler get familiar with paddling in compe-
tition. Judgingiscomposed of technical and
style only. After placing in the top five in
three eventsover al-year period, a Beginner
paddler must advanceto the Sport category.
A beginner may also choose to advance after

placing in the top three in five events over a
3-year period.

Sport

Thiscategory reflectsimproved skillsand
developed strength and stamina. The Sport
classshould make upthebulk of participants
at events. Judging iscomposed o technical
andstyleonly. After placinginthetopfivein
three events over a |-year period, a Sport
paddler must advancetothe Expert category.
A Sport may also choose to advance after
placing in the top three in five events over a
3-year period.

Expert

At this level, rodeo skills, strength and
stamina have reached an exceptiona level;
competition is fierce. Judgingis composed

o technical, styleand variety multipliers (at
the organizers' discretion). Any Expert pad-
dler placing inthetop fiveat three eventsin
a three-year period, may apply to be up-
graded to Pro.

Pro

At thislevd, skills, strength and stamina
have reached aworld classlevel. To paddlieat
this level, competitors must complete and
submit an application to NOWR and a sepa-
rate $15.00 pro class registration fee. The
application will be reviewed by an "upgrad-
ing committee." Judging is composed of
technical, style and variety multipliers.

Boat Type/Discipline:

There are 3 boat types/disciplines within
the categories: K-1, C-1 and OC-1. NOWR
alowsonly onelevel difference between dis-
ciplines. For example, asport paddler in K-
1 can only go as high asan Expert in C-1, or
a Beginner in OC-1 can only go as high as
Sportin C-1.

NOWR Membership Registration:

Beginner, Sport and Expert

For 2000, the registration program will
be voluntarv. In 2001 and beyond, al com-
petitors must be registered with NOWR to
compete inan NOWR sanctioned event. The
cost is $25.00 and includes a membership
with American Whitewater.

Pro

All Pro paddlers MUST be registered with
NOWR in 2000 to compete at the Pro leve at
any NOWR event. Tofacilitate theinception
o this processin 2000, all competitors who
were eligible to compete in the 1999 team
trials qualify as Pro paddlers on the 2000
schedule. However, they still must register
with NOWR to compete as a Pro at NOWVR
events. Other competitors may be alowed
into this class at NOWR’s discretion during
thisfirst year. All organizers will receive a
list o registered Pro competitors prior to
their event. Paddlers registered with NOWR
will beissued an "NOWR Freestyle Kayaking
License" (not necessarily a card) with a Li-
cense Number that must be available at reg-
istration. The license number will be avail-
able aso on thelist provided to organizers.

Events may choose to offer the following
categories of classes at their events:

Beginner and Sport levelsonly
Beginner, Sport and Expert only
Beginner, Sport, Expert and Pro*
Pro only*

AN

Events offering Pro classes must be ap-
proved by the US Freestyle Kayak Commit-
tee (USFKC)
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Winners of NOWR 1999
Point Series Championship (PSG) am!
North American Cup (NAG

The Point Series Championship (PSC) consisted o 10 events across the country where
athletes gained points with their five highest event points counting towards their ranking.
The North American Cup (NAC)consisted df three premier events, Ocoee Rodeo, AnimasRiver
Daysand Wausau Rodeo where the competitors' highest placement at the Ocoee or Animas

counted with Wausau being amandatory event. Congratulationstoall thewinnersd NOWR's w=

1999 championships!

Fmmy Glakenay. am@ 27 - 3@ prace MAG
Jimmy began kayaking in 1995 while at-

“tending Virginia Tech. 1998 washisfirst year

touring the rodeo circuit and kayaking full-
time, during which Jimmy won the presti-

overall NOWR Point Series. Thisyear hewon
the Potomac, Yampa and Boulder freestyle
events, alongwith numerousother top three
finishes. When not on the river, Jimmy also

~workshard as thechairman of the USFreestyle

Kayak Committee (USFKC)to promote, de-
velop and enhance the sport o freestyle kay-

{-aking. Jimmy would liketo thank hisfamily,
_friendsand sponsors, WaveSport, AT Paddles/

Revealed Water Products, Orosi, 5.10, and
Immersion Research for their support.

This video gives the term es o
“erash & burn" o whele necw 3

—gious Ocoee Rodeo and ranked 3rd in the ]

Allen Braswell, age 26 - 1st place C-1 NAC and st
place C-1 PC

Allen lives in Murphy, NC and has been
paddling since hewas8 yearsold. Attheage
o 16 hewas raft guiding, and eventually got
into slalom racing, where he learned the
basics. Hecompetedinslalomfor 4yearsand
then moved onto rodeo freestyle. In 1999
Allenhas8impressive 1st placewinsat Kern,
Maupin, Bob'sHole, Ocoee, Potomac, FiBark,
Animas and Ottawa, and isa member o the
US Freestyle Kayak Team. Hisgoalsfor this
season are to support his lifestyle and give
the most support to hisson. Allen'ssponsors
include Perception, Patagonia, Teva, Smith,
Paddler Magazine, Outdoor LifeNetwork and
Mountain Surf.

Junmm

17th annual national paddling ﬁﬁ’lm
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4 T Animas, Potomac, New, Coosa, and Ocoee -
River Rodeos. He is a member o the US

Freestyle Kayak Team in C-1. His present

goalsaretowin the C-1 Worlds competition

and to make the team next year in K-1. His

1 favorite river isthe White Salmon in Wash-

~11ington State, and his sponsors are Wave

" Sport, Immersion Research, ExtraSport, Ruff

| Stuff, Orosi and 5.10.

Brad Bullock, age 18 - 2nd place Juniors K-1 NAC

Brad began kayaking at the age of 15,
After hisfirst lesson, hewas"hooked!" Since
then he hasbeen working summersteaching
kayaking and traveling to riversand creeksi
Georgia, West Virginia, Colorado, Oregor:
Tennessee, North Carolina, and South Cara g
lina. Brad likes creeking, but his passion kg ja0vson age 35 - Lst place Men's K-1 PSC, 2nd
play boating. He has just recently begun t==;lsce yen's k-1 NAC and 3rd place C-1 NAC
competeseriously infreestyleandwould lik= Eric, or EJ as he is known in paddling |

to compete more, work and school permii=——jrc|es, isa well-established character in both
ting. Brad livesin Kennesaw, GA, isaseni 0™z om and freestyle kayaking. Asamember

at Harrison High School, and isnot current™=¢ the US Canoe and Kayak Team since 1989,
sponsored.

[
~ 1 Ericdivides histime training, traveling and I
competing in both disciplines. Hisgoal isto

compete inslalomat the 2000 Sydney Olym-
pics and win the World Rodeo Champion-
ship. EJ is the only member o the US

| Freestyle Team to compete in more than one

orld Freestyle Championship in New |
| Zealand. EJ is sponsored by Wave Sport,
Werner, Orosi, Lotus Designs, Swiss Army |
and Wilderness Tours of Canada.

Macy Burnham. age 19 - 3rd place Men's K-1

Macy currently livesin Eugene, OR. In -
thewinter heisa part-time student at Lan:
Community Collegeand describes himself as
a"full-time paddle bum." He has been pad
dling for 5yearsand has been competing or
theprocircuitfor the past two. Thisyear he
traveled on the circuit with Perception’s
Clean-1t-UpTour,whilealsoinstructing kaya
clinics. Macy'sfavoriteriver isLake Creekin
Oregon, and his sponsors include Percey
tion, Bomber Gear and Lightning.

Brandon Knapp, age 23 - 2nd place PSC

well known tor his numerous extreme de-
scents o rivers around the world. He has
paddie extensively in 11 countries and has
plans for more remote first descents. Bran-
don isa photographer in his spare time and
also promotes his sponsors: Dagger, Oakley,
Mountain Surf, and AT Paddles.

class, K-1and C-1, this December at the1999 |

Luke Hopkins, age 21 - 2nd place G-1 PSC and 3rd
place C-1 NAC

Luke lives in Blacksburg, VA and is =
student at Virginia Tech. He has paddled
across the USwith a high concentration ir
West Virginia, Canada, and Mexico. Over the
last two years, Luke hasaccumulated along
list of finishes in the top three placesat thi

Brandon, a resident of Jacksonville, Or-
egon, hascompeted on theprocircuitfor the
past five years. This year he attended 23
eventsand highlightsincludelst placeat the
Kern for the third year, 5th place in the NAC
and aspot on the US Freestyle Team, for the™
second time in his career. Brandon is also

Brad Ludden, age18 - st place Juniors K-1 PSC
“FUN!FUNIFUN! It isall about fun, life

i~ thatis." Bradview'shislifeasanever ending

quest for fun. Helovesto hike, bike, ski, and

most of all kavak. Brad hasbeen kayaking for

W vears and sees 11 A2 & lool o Emenense
more o the world, meet more people and
have morefun. Hehasbeen amember of the
US Freestyle Team twice and is currently
traveling around the world before attending
college. Despite al his travels, Brad still
enjoys heading home to Montana and pad-
dling at the Lochsafor the weekend with his
family. Heisthankful for hissister, Courtney,
mother, Jinny, and dad, Chuck for they have
taught him the meaning of Fun. Brad is
sponsored by Riot, 5.10 and Ropegun.

Chris Manderson, age 31 - 3rd place C-1 PSC
Chris lives in Asheville, NC, along with

— Jake The Dog, a Blue Heeler mix, who was

voted "most likely to bite" on the rodeo tour
(Jake, that is). Chris hasan MBA from West-
ern Carolina University, and conservatively
describes this year as "a good season” with
four 1st place finishes at the New, Coosa,
FiBark and Wausau. Alongwithwinningthe
top spot at West Coast Team trial which

" secured him a C-1 position on the 1999 US

Freestyle Kayak Teamin New Zealand. Chris
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would like to thank his sponsors, Percep-
tion, Watershed, Mitchell Paddles, and Shred
Ready Helmets.

[ forward to moving into the men's pro class. | |

Currently Patrick is not sponsored, but he's
working on it.

Aleta Miller, age 19 - 3rd place Women's K-1 PSA

Aletais originally from Benton, TN and
the Ocoee is her home river. She has com-
peted in two slalom Junior World Champi-
onships, in the Czech Republic (1996) and
Austria (1998). Sheiscurrently ranked 7th
in the world in Junior Whitewater Slalom
and8thin the country in Senior Whitewater
Slalom. Aleta has won seven national
whitewater rodeos in the past 3yearsand is
amember o the 1999 US Surf Kayak Team,
aswell asthe US Freestyle Team. Her spon-
sors include: Wave Sport, THULE, Snap-
dragon, Lotus Designs, and Orosi.

Kyle McCutchen, age 17 - 3rd place Junior K-1 PSC
Kylestarted paddlingseakayaksat theage
o 11. Sincethen, Kylehasbeen competingin
rodeos for the past 3years. Heliveswith his
family in Grand Junction, CO, where he
paddled 80daysthisseason including treksto
Westwater Canyon once aweek through the
winter months. Thisyear Kyletraveledtothe
Oregon Cup series, whichisthefarthest he's
ever beenfrom Colorado. Kyleenjoyskayak-
ing because o the people he meets, the ad-
ventures he has, and "the rush." Kylewould
like to thank his parents, his favorite pad-
_dling partners and Riot for believingin him.

Patrick Metheny, age 18 - 3rd place Juniors K-1 NAC

"When | bought my first boat, | never
knew what a huge part of my life kayaking
would become." Patrick began kayakingwith
hisfather 4yearsago to escape ahousefull of
Girl Scouts once aweek, ever since then he's
been hooked. Patrick lives in Roanoke, VA
and currently works for Back Country Ski
and Sports, though headmits kayaking com-
petitively would be hisideal joband agoal he
isworking towards. 1999isPatrick'slast year
to compete as a junior, and he is looking

Erica Mitchell, age 22 - 2nd place Women's K-1
NCA and 2nd place Women's K-1 PSA
Ericais originally from Cincinnati, OH,

and started paddling with her dad when she -}

wastwelve. Sincethen she hasdistinguished
herself as one of the nations most talented
freestyle and river running kayakers. This
year shewon 1st placeat the Potomac Rodeo
and Great FallsRace, and 1st placeat Wausau
with aride that would have put her in with
thetop threemen. Ericaisamember of the
1999 US Freestyle Team traveling to New
Zealand thisDecember. When not paddling
Erica attends school at the University of
Utah and Mesa State College working to-
wards a degree in psychology. Ericawould

+—like to thank her parents, friends and spon- - -

sors, WaveSport, Orosi, 5.10, and AT Paddles
for their support.

Deb Ruehle, age 31 - 1st place Women's K-1 NAC
and 3rd place Women's K-1 PSC

Deb is originally from Detroit, Ml and
attended college at the University o Colo-
rado, Boulder, where she began kayaking.

She continued her graduate education in
physical therapy at Emory in Atlanta, where
she became a regular on the Ocoee. Deb
made the US Freestyle Team in 1997 and
againthisyear. Shesays,"| never expected to
paddle sowell thisyear in competition, but |
guess when you don't put to much pressure
onyourself things just happen.” Her goal is
to place in the top five at the worlds; she is
sponsored by Pyranha, AT Paddles, Bomber
Gear and Orosi.

Andre Spino-Smith, age 16 - 1st place Juniors K-1
NAC and 2nd place Juniors K-1 PSC

Andre started paddling at the age of 11.
Heisfrom Floyd, VA, asmalltownintheBlue
RidgeMountains. ThiswasAndre's firstyear
ontheRodeocircuit. Inaddition towinning
the North American Cup, he hasqualified for
the US Junior Freestyle Team and will be
competing at the World Championships in
New Zealand in December. Andre'sgoalsare
to win the Worlds this year and to be a top
senior competitor hisfirstyear competingin
the men's class. Andrewould like to thank
his sponsors: Riot, Stohlquist, Whitewater
Destinations, Orosi, and Surf the Earth.
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For full resultssee our web Stedt

Brad Sutton, ege 22 - 1st place NAC N
Brad has been paddling since he was 1.1

and competing in world rodeosat theage ol
16. He is a member of the 1999 Canadialj_;

Freestyle Kayak Team and islooking forwar
to spot on the podium in New Zealand as he

competes in his fourth World Champion-
ship. Brad issponsored by Dagger, Immer.
sion Research, Snap Dragon, Werner, Orosi,

Lotus Designs, and Robinson's.

Brooke Winger, age 22 - 1st place Women’s K-1 PSC

Brooke hasbeen paddling sincetheage of
13 and finds her roots in slalom racing;
where she competed as a junior on the na

tional level. Sheisamember of the1999 US .

Freestyle Team and hopesto placein the top
three this year in New Zealand. After the

Worlds, she plansto complete her education; |

at California State University. Brooke'sother
interestsinclude riding show horses, skiing,
climbing, running, and anything that puts
her outdoors. Her sponsors are Wave Sport,
California Canoe and Kayak, Lightning
Paddles, Manastash, Grateful Heads, and Aloe
Up.

WWW.NOWT.0rg
28-29
Class; Pro/Elite
Men's K-1
1 Brad Sutton
2 Eric Jackson
3 BJ Johnson
4 Brendan Mark
5 Dave Persolja
6 Charlie Beavers
7 Billy Craig
8 Jimmy Blakeney
9 Jayson Bowerman
10  Kaeith Liles
11  Dan Gavere
12 David Garringer
Women's K-1
1 Erica Mitchell
2 Deb Ruehle
3 Kely Murphy
4 Brooke Winger
5 Tanya Shuman
6 Jamie Simon
7 Harriet Taylor
8 AletaMiller
9 Katie Johnson
10  Christie Dobson
11 Tracy Hillstrom
Junior K-1
1 Andre Spino-Smith
2 Sean Brabant
3 Andy Zerger
4 Kellen Betsch
5 Billy Davison
6 Luke Cotton

,_
=

Chris Manderson
Allen Manderson
Joe Langman
Brian Miller

Eli Helbert
Craig Reidner
Fygsen Ted

Jack Landry

F e - I

o
o~

Eli Helbert

Joe Langman

Teal Fygsen
Brian Miller
Bobby Jackson
Roy Crimmins
Jack Landry
Jayson Bowerman

ONOUTRWNRO

~ Wausau Whitewater Rodeo - August™ | Ottawa River Rodeo - September 4-6

Class: Pro/Elite

Men's K-1

i
11

Tyler Curis
Eric Jackson
Ken Whiting
Eric Southwick
BJ Johnson
Charlie Beavers
Darrell Weib
Kevin Verette
Dustin Knapp
Brad Ludden
Jayson Bowerman
Javid Grubbs

Women's K-1

1

l:ISKOOO\IOU'I-wa

Shannon Carroll
Deb Ruehle
Simone

Brooke Winger
Tanya Shuman
Aleta Miller
Julie Dion

Moto

Kely Murphy
Whitney Lonsdale
Ruth Gordon

Juniors K-1

PR o
N':O O~NoUhWN R

I
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OCURWNRO AWNRO
e
H

Brad Ludden
Ha Monkman
Sean Brabant
Andre Spino-Smith
Scott Mann
Patrick Camblia
Nathan McDade
David Tiedje
Shane Groves
Jesse Murphy
Pat Keller

Andy Zerger

Allen Braswell
Brian Miller
Chris McDermott
Danny Kortze

Joe Langman
Tom Fredricks
Mark Scriver
GeeGee

Brian Miller
Eli Helbert
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1 EfiC JACKSON wuuvuurnneneenssssssssssssssssssssenssnnes 3008 4 JAMI@SIMON coorevevieriessisirrssssssssrsssssnne
2 Brandon KNapp «eeeeeeeesseseessesssssnesnnns 2823 S AleaMiller.......

3 Macy BUFNNAIM cueeveeesveeessesessensesssnsesanenss 2743 6. Kdly Murphy ...........

4 Brad Sutton 7. Polly Green ..............

5 Dan Gavere . 8. Tanya Shuman.........

6 JiIMMy BIEKENEY wuurvveerrreeerreesseeesasesssaens 2703 9. Kimberly Jordan

7 EFC SOUtNWICK wevevvereereveeeeessesesssssessnecens 2259  10. Karen Mann .......cccccvuunneee.

8 JaysOon BOWEIMAN wueeeessesseseeessessessessensenes 2210 11 Shannon LeeCarroll

O DUSHN KNGPP werrrrrerereesssssseesamssssesssnessanesns . 12. Whitney Lonsdale .............

10 Andy Bedingfield ! 13. Julie DioN ....oeveererereceerenns

11 KaeFrieze. ... ] 14. Amy Wiley ..oeececereeecnenenis

12 David Persolja , 15. Harriet Taylor ....

13 ShaNe BENEICl «eueeureeeseesseresseessseessseesanas : 16. Erin Miller ...........

14 KEIh LilES cevveererrereerenerermneremrensecssisssnansenns ) 17. Sara Kraushaar

15 Billy Craig..oueeecrcerceseneensersineeseressessensnsssonses , 18. C. Bradley Richmond )
16 LUKE HOPKINS coueureuresssessesssesssessssesssens ) 19, JESSIE SLONE..cereerrrecrcrerrerieremesssemisssiassssnsnsis .
17 Jay KiNCaid c.ceveeenmcrrecerieciiriniasiseierensensenne .

18 RayMONd COON vuvvvrneeresrenseesnesnessesssesnes 1311 Gl

19 Richard OlAENOUISE «wesessesresseseereeressessenseneens 1131 L Allen Braswell .o
20. BEN COIOMAN ..covoerreerrrrrreneereensssesessssseees . 2. Luke HOpKINS c.ccvvvnveccnenns

21. Sam Drevo......ce.... ) 3. Chris Manderson
22. Ron Turner ............ ] 4, EriC JACKSON ..covevereeriererennriesiesnsessesesassessassens
23. Craig Heflin ........... . 5. ElisS SMIth oo

24. Bryan KirK ............. ! 6. Shane Benedict ..

25. John Grossman 7. NOYWOOd SCOLL cevereerenerereriererseereesuessenensesnassens 4 6
26. Chip Hogan ; .

27. Rusty Sage...... ) Juniors

28. Kaith YAl ..ocveeirecenerenne . 1. Brad Ludden ......ccoeveereen

29. Tom Fredericks 2. Andre Spino-Smith
30. Tommy Hilleke f 3. Kyle McCutchen .............
3L Gl ROCHA coureeneeereeinsieincrerserssvessessasssssesessenseas ! 4. Andrew Holcome ........

5. Patrick Methany ..........
Woman 6. Derek Beitler ....oveneeen.
L BrOOKE WINGEY w.ooeeevvvvvvemsesnnsnneneeneesssssssssassnss 86.8 7. Brad Bullock
2. Erica Mitchell 8. Sam Perry ..vvvcenens
3. Deh RUENIE.vvvrvvrssvesssesssesssesssssssssssesssees 084 9: JACK SCHUMMAN v e 2.
.“ 9_9_ rttl American Cup Results
Men
L Brad SULLON ...ceveeeereeeneseeceseereesenessessesssnnes 135.0 4. Brooke WinQEr ....cceeerermrrrseereesemescressesssssnsanes
2. Eric Jackson ........cvceeerivennee. ' 5. Kelly Murphy ......
3. Jimmy Blakeney ) 6. Jamie Simon .......
4. David Persolja....c.ccccoven.. ) 7. Tanya Shuman...............
5. Brandon Knapp......c.eceee. ) 8. Julie Dion .......ccceevereuenens
6. Kde Frieze............ ) 9. Karen Mann .....cceeeececnee
7. DAN GAVEY® cvvrvreeercuiaererseseesissssissasissssesssssenes ! 9. Harriet Taylor ......c.ccuc...
8. Richard OldenquUiSt .uuussrerssessssssrssesssesssesesesesens 70.2 11 Kimberly Jordan ..........
9. Billy Craig «ecvereerermecsercrsensssscnsensssssssersessesenss \ 12. Polly Green .....cceceeeeeeee
10. Jayson Bowerman ) 12. AMY WILEY aeeereeceeirereerecriesiisssssssssesenssienss 6.0
11. Keith Liles...oecceeeenccneenee ) 14. C. Bradley Richmond .....ccocoermesennesnsessnens 20
12. Raymond Cotton........... ) 14, JESSIE SLONE...ererererrrirereeenieereerecrsressessressnsanen 20
13. Eric Southwick ............. .
14. Macy Burnham ............. ) C-1
15. Andy Bedingfield ....... ) 1 Allen Braswell
16. Dustin Knapp ............ : 2. Eric Jackson ........

17. Ben Coleman
18. Luke Hopkins

3. Luke Hopkins
4. Chris Manderson

19. Sam Drevo .....coceeveenee. ) 5. EHiIS SMIth cevvererereereercreeeseereerceresennmsssisenisinns
19. John Grossman......... \
21 Craig HEFlIN coveeececeirrecesiciccisnsninaeene : Junior
— 1 Andre SPino-SMith......eeceevererrerciniiieiseins 318
Women 2. Brad BullocK ......ccooueuneee
Q L DED RUENIE. .. ) 3. Patrick Metheny
| 2. EricaMitchell 4, KYI@ MCCULCHEN ..cerverererrereereercercnsmrssmsisisasienenes 90
b B AIAMIllEr s
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Caming Soon: The Quadro
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Phyllis,what
a success the
Gauley Fest
was this year!

was the

f
The
Cartwheel

How abou hat full moon and fair weather? =
American Whitewater v November / December 1999

best ever.

"'::-"

 The Fest raised a lot of support for

American Whitewater's programs,
Conservation, Access, Safely and
Reereation of our nations
whitewster rivers and streams. It
was a great timel Boaters shouldn't
miss it.. good clean fun...
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A First Descent in

Tht Tervs oF

ENCHANTMENT

By Marr Tewny
Prorocraris sy Marr Terwy

As| bobbled in the eddy beneath the smooth |

surface of the basalt wall, drops of water
sprinkled down from high above. Thisdrip-
ping marked the time for mewhile othersin
our group did the dirty work of pushing
downriver. We were stopped at yet another
crux intherun. Thewater tumbled through
this box canyon and then made an abrupt
turntotheright. Anything could be around
the corner. From my position, | had only
been able to catch glimpses of what was
transpiring below.

| had last seen Dan Dixonscalingtherock
wall on river right and by climbing vines
until hedisappeared barefootwith amachete
into the jungle canopy above. Periodicaly,
piecesdf foliagewould dropand arustling of
the undergrowth could be observed. Later,
Danreappeared, |ooking notunlikethejungle
himself. There were reasons why he was
known as Greystoke. He made hisway down
totheledgewhere Genner Coronel waswait-
ing with the calm, unflappable demeanor he
had perfected on these epic exploratory trips
in his homeland of Ecuador. Dan's raised,
outstretched arms and shrugged shoulders
were not the responseany o uswere hoping
to glean from his heroic effort to get a peek
around the corner.

At this point we were walled in. We had
spread ourselves out through thissection in
the canyon to facilitate some means of es-
cape, but a retreat from the Rio Encanto
would not be easy. We had staggered our
positionsin the rapids so that we could help
pull each other back up the drops, if neces-
sary. Thiswas the only way we could safely
probemoredeeplyintothegorge. Tom Diegel
was our last link to a break in the canyon
upstream. Hesat stoically in hisboat with his
arms crossed, perched on top of arock. After
| relayed the signal, Tom remained expres-
sionlessasthe cool water misted around him
from the rapid above. Only the occasional
twitchingd histhick eyebrows gaveany sign
of life. Duncan Ecclestonwasout of his boat,
standing on a rock not far below me. He
began to shift nervously on hiswiry legsand
caressed his sunbleached goatee.

The only way to get aglimpse of what lay
around the corner was to be on river left.

Threelargebouldersclungtothebased that
wall. They added much-needed texturetoan
increasingly overhung cliff face. Getting there
wasaproblem. Thecurrent ranfastalongthe
wall, banked off the boulders, and then fed
directly over aseriesof drops— beforecharg-
ingaround theblind right-handturn. Duncan
was summoned downstream to join the ef-
fort. Herallied with abig cry of enthusiasm,
got in his boat, and paddled down to join
them on theriver right shelf.

Movement of any kind was a welcomed
relief. But if this group d three could not
push through thiscrux, each of usknew that
we could go no further downstream. Our
only other option was a grueling hike out
through dense mountain jungle. Out on the
rock ledge, the trio of paddlers stood to-
gether and began to formulate a plan.

| let the current spin mein the eddy one
more time. A hummingbird zoomed around
my head and hovered at eye-level. | gazed up
at the giant tree ferns and the lush jungle
vegetation clinging to the walls above me.
The sun broke through the cloud cover and
the water streaming down the canyon walls
shimmered and sparkled inthelight. My eyes
closed. I thought back to my first glimpse of
the river, the last three attempts to do this
run, and everything that had turned us back
along theway...

An Elusive Coal

Genner and | first spotted the Rio Encanto
whilelooking at a map of the Pastaza water-
shed in December of 1997. The name of the
river first caught my eye. We could only
imagine why it was caled the River of En-
chantment. The Encanto drained an isolated
area between two magnificent volcanoes
knownasEl Altar and Tungurahua. The head-
waters plummeted from the cordillera and
then evened out to a steady gradient of 200
feet/mile, before joining the Rio Pastaza. All
of thiswastantalizing, but direct accessto a
put-in was lacking. A direct road ascended
part o the way up an adjacent drainage.
However, itwould be necessary to crossover
a significant divide to reach the Encanto.
Thisrun would take some planning.

Top proro: Dan Dixon trekking to ifie put-in;
MIDDLE PHOTO LEFT TO RIGHT: Dan, Duncan, Tom,
and Genner; sotToum pHoTO: Genner drop-testing
on the Rio Encanto.
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Only one way out for Duncan Eccleston.

America. Itisabout thesize of Colorado, but
ispositioned inthetropicsalong the Earth's
equatorial band. Perubordersalongthesouth
and east. Colombialiesto the north and the
Pacific Ocean laps at the West Coast. What
Ecuador lacks in size, it makes up for in
diversity. Two Andean mountain chainsrun
parallel through the country and divide the
land into three zones; thewestern coast, the
central Sierra, and the Amazon basin, other-
wise known asthe Oriente. The Rio Pastaza
| isa major watershed which drains the cen-
tral Sierravalley. It cutsall theway through
theeastern cordilleratothe lowland jungles
|_of the Oriente. The amount o awesome
whitewater in this river alone is mind-bog-
gling. However, since it drains a populated
areawith heavy pollution, theriver hasbeen
off limits for health-conscious boaters.

We had chosen, instead, to focus on kay-
aking thesidetributariesinthe Rio Pastaza
Canyon. Here development was at a mini-
mum and the water seemed pristine. Atthe
time, we were trying to identify some
straightforward day trips on the runnable
sections of these side creeks that could be
easily accessed from either Bafios or Puyo.
Thesetownslieat thetopand bottom of the
Pastaza Canyon, respectively. Genner had
already pioneered classic runs on the Rio
Topo and the Rio Zunac. Early in 1998,
Genner and |, along with two Brits named
Mark Potts and Andy Round, opened up
sections o the Rio Verde and the Verde
Chico, which were the remaining unex-
plored tributaries on the north side of the
Pastaza Canyon.

About thistime, we had taken arenewed

interest in pursuing the Rio Encanto. We
had seenthesteepvalley zig-
zagging up into the moun-
tainsacrossthecanyonfrom
the road. The foliage was so
dense that even the mouth

from view. No one had done
any o thetributaries onthe
south side o the Pastaza
Canyon. Theroad accesswas
very limited, and the moun-
tainswere more abrupt. We
knew findingaccesstoaput-
in would be difficult to the
Rio Encanto, so we decided
to start at the mouth o the
river and work our way up.
Getting to the mouth o
the Encanto was an adven-
tureinitself;itinvolvedbrav-
ing the turbid waters of the
Rio Pastaza. Once our boats
had crossed into the emer-

Ecuador isthesmallest country in South |

o the river was obscured

ad flow o the Encanto, we discovered a
riverine paradise. After portaging our kayaks
upstream for a few rapids, we decided to
change tacticsand hike, swim, and climb our
way uptheriver. It was entrenched inashort,
bedrock canyon that was broken up just
enoughtoallow usto movealongthesidesas
it twisted through its dense jungle-clad bor-
ders. The rapidswere abrupt dropsand short
waterfalls into deep pools. We continued
upstream until wewere running out of day-
light. Sincewehad probed the moresubstan-
tial dropswhileswimming our way upstream,
wetook great pleasurein jumpingoff of them
on the way back to our boats. We were like
kidsinacandy store. Wecould notwait tosee
what the rest of the river was like.

Tofind accessto the put-in, we followed
the dirt road that led up the adjacent drain-
agetoitsend. Asteepand muddy trail contin-
ued from there. We consulted some local
farmersabout the trail system. Wewere told
that thetrail climbed themountain andthen
branched. One o the trails supposedly met
theRio Encanto ontheother side. Thosewho
had seen the river spoke of large waterfalls,
fast current, and lots of rocks. When they
heard of our intentionstorunthe RioEncanto
in kayaks, we were met with tight lips and
wide-eyed stares.

"No es navigable,” they whispered, "Hay
saltos y cascadas. Es peligroso. Muy

“corrientoso." This response was fairly com-

mon from the peoplewe met in our pursuits.
At times these warnings were well founded,
butwehad learned to trust our owninstincts
when it came to navigability. Our curiosity
was sparked. Unfortunately, before we could
explorethetrail to theriver, other responsi-
bilities forced usto postponeour plans. But,
the mystery of the Rio Encanto lingered in
our dreams.

Almost ayear passed before | hadachance
to get back tothe Encanto. | had managed to
persuadeMark Pottsand Andy Round to join
meinanattempt tofind atrail tothe put-in.
Our first surprisewasthat the crude roadbed
had been extended by over two miles up to
the top of the mountain ridge which sepa-
rated usfrom the river. Already several clear
cuts were visible. A makeshift sawmill had
been constructed to cut the logs into boards
and planks on site. Wasthis thefuture of all
the primary rainforest left in the Amazon
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Basin?Therewasan interesting concurrence
o events: the new road development to the
ridgetop, timber harvesting o theold growth
forest on top, and the construction of afor-
eigntourist lodgewithwooden cabafias |ower
down on the road.

We explored the new timber clearings
just below the ridgetop for signs o trails
leading towards the river, but found only
dead ends. Fortunately, the logging had not
yet penetrated too deeply into the rugged
terrain. All that could be seen o the river
from afar was a thin, deep depression in the
canopy o trees. Eventu ly we found a trail
which seemed promising. It led downward
just before the end of the road. Lengths of
cordwood weretightly positioned nexttoone
another in a highly-uniform manner. Mark
Potts is a tall, lanky fellow who despises
hiking rough terrain, and sometimes even
walkingingeneral; most often heisseenwith
a boat. He gasped when he saw the endless
Lincoln Log trail that led out of sight as it
twisted downward with the steep slope. This
typed trail wasideal for mules. They areable
todigthesharpedgesd their hoovesintothe
narrow gaps between thelogs, and gain pur-
chase on what would otherwise be an un-
manageable mudslide. But for two-legged
creatures, such trails are torture. The logs
were rarely dry, and usually covered with
some kind of slime or rainforest funk that
made each step a game dof Russian roulette.
The consequences of a spill were ugly with
long runouts, shear drop-offs, and hard land-
ings. The thorny trees and plants along the
sides didn't help much, either.

We cautiously eased our way down the
trial. Now and then, someonewould cry out,
followed by aheavy crumpling thud, asthey
landed hard on the logs. Finaly, it leveled
outintoanopen muddy trail which followed
the contour of the land as it led up the
drainage. Every so often it would disappear
into gullies of mud. After over an hour of
pursuing thetrail, westill had not met the
river. In fact, we thought we were only
climbing further away from it. The river
couldn't even be heard and the trail had
become very overgrown. We were sure we
had missed afork that led down totheriver.
We decided to give up on this trail and
turned back to try again another day.

We returned soon after and tried explor-
ing down in a tiny streambed that we had
crossed off of the main trail. Thiswas prom-
ising at first. Then we came to a twenty-foot
waterfall, followed by a larger drop, which

Ttell again, out of sight into a tight, sheer- |

sided, miniature gorge. Moving along the
sideswasnot aviableoption. Wegroaned and
turned to head back to the trailhead. We
searched for other trails leading down to the
river and found nothing. By this time, Mark
and Andy were disenchanted with the pros-
pect o looking for the river, and took up a
gamed tincancricket inthevacant roadway
to pass the time.

| was pretty frustrated. We could see the
outlinedf theriver valley below us, but find-
ing our way down to thewater seemed next to
impossible. Even if we cut a direct path
through the dense jungle to the river, we
wouldstill haveto negotiatethesteepsidesof
thegorge. Thiswould requiretechnical climb-
ing equipment which we did not have. Mark
and Andy had already lost interest. | was
beginning towonder if itwas all worthit. Just
then, a weathered man emerged from the
junglewith along macheteand asmall dirty
rucksack. Startled, | asked him where he
camefrom, and he said that he had been far
away on the other side of the river, where
there were lagoons up on a high plateau. He
drew a map in the dirt and told me of a key
fork in thetrail by afallen tree.

With renewed enthusiasm, | tookoff alone
to find the river. | flew down the trail and
across the mud pitsin my Chaco sandals. |
passed where we had turned back before.
Then | came to the key fork in the trail.
Rounding a corner, the startled cries of a
brilliant orange and black or Andean Cock-
of-the-Rock, shattered the silence. | could
hear theriver below, still hiddeninthedepths
d the jungle. Soon, the trail began to drop
abruptly down steep slopes. Before | knew it,
| wasat the river. | had made it from the top
in under an hour!

At first | just stared at the river. | was
amazed | had actually found it. Here, the

&
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instructions since
1972. MEC offers highly
personal instruction from
Beginner to Expert levels
in both kayaking and open
canoeing. Located on the
Madawaska river, we
provide all the comforts of
a vacation resort. And
better yet, our rivers are
clean, warm and
uncrowded. Weekend and

S-day

COUrSEs

Madawaska Kanu Centre

Bowx &3

1
Winter

5 Barry's Bay, Or

o K 150

Encanto was an open streambed about 20
feet wide, surrounded by dense jungle. The
river was atavery low flow. Thesun-bleached
rocks gleaned in stark contrast to the clear
dark water that flowed around them. The
gradientwasvery even and continuous. There
were no big waterfalls or substantial rapids.
Even so, it seemed to be dropping at about
100-150 feet/mile.

| couldn't wait to check the river out and
set off splashing through the shallow down-
stream. The butterflies were the first thing
that caught my attention. There were hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of them on the ex-
posed rocks. They had glossy black bodies
and flaming red, metallic blue, vibrant yel-
low and orange wings. They were so intent
onsuckingupthenutrients depositedonthe
rocks that they didn't seem to notice me.
They swarmed around me freely. This place
wastruly enchanted.

| continued downstream until | wassatis-
fied | had afeel for this upper section of the
Encanto. Therapids | scouted below the put-
inwere steep and technical boulder gardens.
| had not reached the point where the river
dropped into the bedrock canyon, but was
comfortable with the character it had at
either end. The gradients on the topo maps
seemedtocorrelate reasonably with theriver
features. It looked like there was a way to
portage what | had seen so far, although it
might take a lot of effort. We were now to a
point where we could either complete afull
scout of this run by canyoneeringit by foot
with ropesand harnesses, or just bring boats
along as well. | was ready to paddle the
Encanto. | just hoped wewouldn't beturned
back and have to hike out with al our gear.
| cruised back to the top o the trailhead,
where Mark and Andy were still enthralled
with the mindlessactivity of beatingonatin
can with a stick. Confounded Brits! | had
finally met with success in securing the ac-
cess on the Rio Encanto. Thiswasabig step
forward. Now, all we had |eft to do was con-
nect the points.

Thenthewaiting began. Genner and | had
made a pact that wewould completethisrun
together. Due to various commitments, it
took awhile before we could assemble our
first descent team. Several attempts were
scheduled. But each time agroup gathered,
something turned usback. Wewerestarting
to wonder if "something" was warning us
away from the Encanto. Maybe there were
reasonswhy weshould leavethe RioEncanto
alone?But wewere lured back totheriver by
its captivating nature. Each time we were
denied, we were given another glimpse of
breathtaking beauty. In the end, the Brits
had to return to England, and the other
boaters who had tried to join uslost hope.
Genner and | left our boats hidden in the

jungle by the river asatoken of our commit-
ment to the run.

It wasimportant to have asolid group of
paddiers to run the Encanto. Three weeks
passed before a new first descent team came
together. Inthat time, | met acouple of witty
guys named Tom Diegel and Duncan
Eccleston. We traveled to the southern part
o the country to explore boating opportuni-
ties near the historic town of Cuencawhile
heavy rainspounded the Oriente. After open-
ing up a prime new section of the Rio
Tomebamba flowing from Las Cagjas Natl.
Park, | knew that | had found the right pad-
dlersto make our team complete.

We made our way to the town of Puyo.
Paddling thenearby riversand creeksgaveus
achanceto get afed for thewater levelsand
local weather patterns. Thewet season came
early this year in the Amazon Basin. We
seemed to bestuck underabig raincloud. In
most rain-fed drainages you have to worry
about having enough water. Here, we were
waiting for it to stop raining so the rivers
would come down.

It was Carnaval time in Ecuador. People
were pouring intotheprovincial capital. This
was the time when the conservative popula
tion could cut loose and get their ya-yasout.
Schools and businesses closed, roads were
barricaded, and bands played in the streets.
Politicians rallied for support between sets
and batchesdf thesweet and potent Ecuador-
ian moonshine, called aguardiente, flowed
freely. Police wagons were on patrol to en-
force the recent legislation banning thetra-
dition of "Carnavalizing" friendsand neigh-
bors, as well as random passers-by. These
hapless victimswould be sacked with a bar-
rage of water balloons or buckets of water.
Oncesoaked, they would becoated with dust,
confetti, or flour. Supposedly it wasa thera-
peutic way o dealing with social stress and
tension. Inreality, itwasaprankster's dream
cometrue.

During this excitement, awindow in the
rain appeared. The colossal pesk of El Altar
emerged from its blanket of cloud cover for
thefirsttimeinweeks. Thestarswerealigned
just right and a dynamic group of paddlers
were coming together. A pickup truck was
hired to meet usthe next morning and take
us to the trailhead. We gathered food and
gear together once again. Genner and Dan
would arrive during the night.

It seemed like the music had just stopped
playingwhenwe awoke. Genner had rolledin
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late in the evening, but Dan Dixon was no-
where to be seen. We were loading up the
pickupwhen hearrived. Dan had been up all
night salsa-dancing in the nearby city of
Tena. It was still dark as we left town and
headed toward the mountains. We had to
weavearound the drunksin the streets. The
ones that were still moving did their best to
dow us down by stumbling in front of our
vehicle with bewildered gazes.

The road was wet, but we attributed the
moisture to the dense fog that hung in the
valleys. Aswe headed up the Pastaza canyon,
we slogged down yogurt, and munched on
bread and hard-boiled eggs. When we crossed
the Rio Topo and the Rio Zuriac, both rivers
seemed to have optimal levels. Weturned off
d the main road, crossed the Rio Pastaza,
and followed the narrow dirt road to the top
of the mountain ridge overlooking the
Encanto drainage.

Twiceour journey wasnearly thwarted. A
landslide almost cut off the roadway com-
pletely. Then our vehicle could not make it
up amuddy slope. Our driver was hesitant to
continue. Westill had almost two milesand
800 vertical feet to reach thetrailhead andwe
could not affordtowaste our timeand energy

climbing this mountain with our gear. We
Ihoped to finish this runin oneday. Dan and
Genner climbed up on the side rails right
over the balding rear wheels and jumped up
and down, while the rest of us pushed the
truck up the hill. We convinced the driver to
get afull-torquing head start. In araging fit
d high-rewing pistons, spinning tires, and
bugging eyeballs, we managed to breach the
muddy impasse and make it to the ridgetop.
The sky was opague, but getting brighter
asthe sun rose. We left our gear in piles by
the trailhead and walked to a viewpoint to
look out over the Encanto valley. Low-lying
cloudsformedawhiteribbonwhichfilled the
cleft between the deeply forested ridges. The
roar of theriver could barely beheard. By this
time| knew thetrail to the put-in quitewell.
Dan loaded his kayak onto his head and
walked barefoot down the path. The two-
hour trek with gear wasactually an enjoyable
way to start off the adventure into the un-
known. We carried on at a leisurely pace,
marveling at the scenery. A couple of new
tree falls from the recent storms made for
some interesting machete-driven detours.
We were pleased to find the Encanto at
what appeared to be an optimal flow of 300-
400 cfs. Genner and | reclaimed the boatswe
had |eft hidden in the jungle for three weeks
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Tom Diegel slidesin from camp, day two.

and washed them out liberally along the
riverbank. Soon our team was ready to go.
This was the first time we had all paddied
together. Before we set out, we gathered
together and reviewed signals, talked about
the committing nature of the run, and de-
cided under what conditions we would give
upand abort thetrip. We were startingat just
under 5,000 feetinelevation. Theriverwould
drop 1,100 feet in roughly 5 miles to the
confluence with the Pastaza. Overall, the
gradientaveraged220feet/mile. Thesteepest
section dropped 385 feet/mile, and it only
eased off to 160 feet/mile. We expected the
crux o the run to come about half-way
through in a dynamic S-turn gorge, which

- made a profound contour feature on the

map. Here the river doubled back on itself
twice while dropping over 200 feet/mile. In
addition, asignificanttributary joinedonthe

. outsided thefirst bend. Weanticipatedsome

big rapids and long portages in the S-turn
section, which measured about a mile.
At first there were fast, shallow and con-
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" | should /ave worn nose plugs!”

tinuous rapids. Soon the riverbed became
more chunky with rough boulders and rock
outcropsforming tight chutes and short ver-
tical dropswith pools. An hour into the run
we came to a section which became notice-
ably more steep. Most of us portaged 2 im-
pressive rapidsin succession. Thefirst had a
screaming 12-foot boof that landed right ona
nasty elbow-crunchingrock. Somemisplaced
trees made for a complicated entry into the
second drop that squeezed between twotight
bouldersthat could be mistakenfor asumpat
lower water. Danwastheonly onetorunthe
entire sequence. He looked smooth and de-
liberate, even whileglancing off the unavoid-
able cruncher rock. We all regrouped at the
bottom of the last drop for a bombs-away
plungeover thefinal 10-foot marbleized gran-
ite ledge.

We didn't know we were in the S-turn

~gorgefor certain until wesaw the bigtribu- |

tary enter fromtheriver right. Alarge, house-
sized boulder marked the confluence. There
wasavirtual island o junglegrowing on top
of the huge rock. Some brilliant red flowers
hungout over thewater. | broached my boat
acrossasmall channel onan abrupt ledgeat
thebase d thisboulder toscout. | found that
thesmall spout pouredintoanasty sievejust
wide enough to trap a boat. | directed the
group toski-jump the middled theledgefor
big air. Just below, at the confluence, the
tributary added enough flow to double the
volume. It appeared to be raining further up
thevalley. Thisbranch of theriver seemed to
be of volcanicorigin. The water wasso dark
it wasalmost black, withastrange, muddled
texture of unstable depth. The grit o the
sediment stung the eyes when it splashed.
When it mixed in with the river, the water
turned ashen gray.

Wewere on the alert, since we expected
the crux to be in the section with the 90-
degree bends. Instead, therapidsweremostly
boat-scoutable, and thegorgeonly walled up
ononesideat atime. Beforethelast distinct
bend in the S-turn section, we were sur-
prised by the remnants of an old footbridge
across the river. The wooden boards, along
with most of the structure, had long since
rotted away. Now it was defined as ajungle
featureby avariety o parasitic plants, mosses,
and bromeliads which clung to the hidden
framework for support. It was like some-
thing out of a fairy-tale. Tom commented
that he expected to see atroll pop out from
somewhere along the side. There was no
evidence of any trail leading away from the
crossing.

Eventually we saw a nice place to eat
lunch. Everyone had big smiles on their
faces. Scarfing down thelast of histunaand
cheese sandwich, Genner started to com-
ment on the imminent completion o the
river. Duncan cut him off in mid-sentence.
"Don't say it, well_bejinxed!" It had been a

great trip so far. We had

Dun Dixon MUNCHED.

passed through the steep-
estsections, butweweren't
doneyet. Whilewenibbled
the last of our Oreo cook-
ies, | noted that we still
had not cometowherethe
river dropped into the bed-
rock canyon.

Soon, | found mysdf
atop alarge round boul der
in the middle of the river
with my mouth gaping.
Smooth rock wallsrose up
along bothsidesbelowand
ushered thewater through
along corridor. At theend
o the runout, the river
made asharp left turn and

—  comeasubstantial wayand -

disappeared from sight. The Encanto still
had some hoopsfor usto jump through. The
entiregroup assembled on top o the boulder
and contemplated the next move. Just up-
stream there was a break in the canyon.
Havingameans of escapewasreassuring. \We
weredeterminedto runtheriver if therewas
any way possible. But, wewereat thebrink o
aturbulent waterfall that dropped 30-feet in
two quick tiers. The hole at the base was
frothy and presumably clean, but agood part
of the outflow went under the right-hand
wall. There was a good line driving off the
side of the boulder wewere on. It landed in
fast, unstablewater, justintimetoflush over
the bottom drop. But theentire right side of
thechannel sievedoutinanasty gulchagainst
thewall. It was not possibleto get aview from
either side of the river. No one was eager to
probe the entrance tothisblind canyon with
aherolinethrough a drop we couldn't even
adequately scout. Inthecorridor below, there
were two big river-wide ledges that looked
pretty beefy.

Asmall sneak chute on the left provided
the option to get out on a big rock ledge.
Then we could do a 15-foot seal launch to
bypass the entrance drop and focus on what
was below. Our glimmer of hope beyond this
impasse was an opening of light from the
right side, acrossfromwherethe river disap-
peared to the left. Our map indicated asmall
side creek should be coming in nearby from
theright. It looked possibleto get out there
and seewhat wasaround the corner. If it did
not open up around the bend, the creek bed
might provide some means of escape. But we
elected to leave part of thegroup with access
to the break in the canyon above, so that we
could get help from above if needed.

Withthestakesinthefire, it cametimeto
get down to business. Genner wasthelast to
get out on the scouting boulder, therefore
his boat was the most accessible. He rose to
the occasion and assumed the role of probe.
Genner got back in the water and made the
move down to the staging area for the seal
launch. We all watched anxiously as our Ec-
uadorian counterpart slid off the rock ledge
in hisbright red Overflow and went head-to-
head with thefirst riverwide ledge-hole. He
punched thefirst oneeasily ontheright. The
reactionary waves came in hard from the
sides and Genner had to strokeit to make it
left on the next drop. He rode the current
around a pocket in the left wall, out of our
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sight, and came back into view cranking hard
forthedrop. Landingit, thefoaming hydrau-
lic shot him directly across the river with
remarkable speed, al the way to the river
right wall. We were impressed. That was a
bizarre finish! Making his way down the
smaller ledges below, Genner got out on the
right bank.

Genner spent a few moments surveying
the scene. We had three signals: 1) waving
everyone to come down; 2) bringing one
more person down; or 3) we're screwed—
indicated by an exaggerated slicetothe neck.
In a promising manner, Genner motioned
for one more person. Dan was next up. We
gavehimoned themachetesanda Powerbar.
Some time passed before we got another
signal after Dan joined Genner. Findly, one
more person was gestured down. Tom was
ready to go. He was our last player. We had
vowed to keep at least two peopleat thetopto
provide ameans o help and egress. Duncan
and | had amachete, food, and climbing gear.
Genner and | knew the lay of the land the
best. We had purposefully kept ourselves
separatein casewe needed totest that knowl-
edge when the team was split.

After Tom got out to join the others, he
gaveusavery troubled look and an iffy signal
with his hands. Asit turned out, the bright

- - — - L@ ] i
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| opening to the right was not a side creek at

al, but wastheEncanto itself. Ahulking slab
o rock blocked the channel, leaning from
thebaseof the right wall totheleft. The water
passed underneath and made a 270-degree
bend back to the right. The trouble was that
there was no side creek to allow a means of
escape from the canyon, only a kink in the
river where logs and debris had collected.
The river remained walled in, sporting a big
rapid above yet another hidden turn. This
time the river vanished to the right.
Upstream, Duncanand | weretakinginall
that was around us, trying not to get lost in
the perplexity of the situation. We observed
that the river was rising somewhat, but was
not out of control. The dark water swirled
and churned in the chaos below. It had been
misting off and on throughout the day. Now
full sunshine hit us from above. Hordes of
butterflies began teeming around Duncan
and | on the boulder. This had to be a good
omen. The spirit of the river waswith us.
Finally Duncan and | got the signal to
comedown. Evidently,the problem had been
solved. Wejumped up and slapped abig high-
five. We did not want to hike out. When |
arrived at the alcove at the first bend, Tom
motioned for me to get out and look. "It's a
littlesketchy," hesaid,"Butitgoes." | climbed
upand over the rocksto see Dan down below
a full-on rapid, hanging onto thewall in a
micro-eddy on river left. Genner was in the

last eddy above the rapid under a shower of
water, looking fairly stressed and uncomfort-
able. He glared a bit under his helmet and
shouted, "Hurry Up" | picked a line for the
big rapid and joined Genner in his eddy.
"What's up?' | asked. "What took you so
long?" he countered, "I've been sitting here
forever."

"Where are you running this thing?" |
inquired while holding my position in the
edge of the eddy and trying to look over my
shoul der at thedrop. "l don't even remember
what it looks like, 1've been here so long,"
Genner remarked, "Dan ran down the |eft.
There are two drops. He backlooped out of
the bottom. Make sure you punch it."

"Well, heregoes, | 'l seeyoudownthere,”
| said, and peeled out. | boofed the Overflow
X airborne off the first drop, and landed
mostly flat. Immediately there was another
ledge. It formed a huge horseshoe-shaped
holeso | jammed for theside. | landed at the
corner of the big hydraulic and pushed
through as it chomped at my stern. As |
approached Dan, he gave me thumbs up on
my lineandsaid encouragingly, "Keepgoing.
It looks like it opens up around the corner.
Go seewhat's there." | smiled as||
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floated aroundthecornerwithmy eyesperked
and my heart pounding.

It opened upinarelativesensed theword.
Therewere no huge waterfalls and there was
room to move on the bank. However, the
wallswere still sheer. | got out of my boat on
ashallow ledge and waited for the others to
paddle around the corner. One by one, the
paddlers appeared with similar facial expres-
sions of awe. We were quite certain no one
had every glimpsed that portion o the river
before. We were overcome by the intense
beauty. Themilky water contrasted sharply to
the clean, glistening surface o the wet,
sculpted rock. The colors in the labyrinth of
multi-flora jungle plants hanging al around
us piqued in the rays o filtered light. It was
anotherworld....another place and time. There
wasapowerful vibe herethat commanded our
respect.

After along moment of wonder, welet out
big sighs of relief and congratulated Dan on
his probing move to push through our first
major quandary. " Someone had to do it," he
stated matter of factly, "What else could we
have done?It hasto ease up sooner or later."

We proceeded with some quick scouting
fromthebank, but soonwerestopped againin
aflat pool backed up by somegradient. Water

LEFT 1O RIGHT: Dan, Genner, Matt,
Duncan, and Tom— take-out shuttle.

oozed from thewallsabove the pool. With all
o the plantsand vines hanging down, wefelt
like we were in a tropical terrarium with
fountainsand jets of mist. Therewasasteep
break in the canyon on theriver |eft side. At
last there was a chance to get out if needed.
Itwaslatein theday. We knew wewere close
totheend, but wewere not done. Therewere
clearly some big rapids below us. Wescouted
from an enormous anvil-shaped boulder. It
wasnext toabigslide rapid that reminded us
of aflumerideat anamusement park. Below,
itgot busy,andthegorgetightened upagain.

Genner and Dan had donesuchagood job
of probing earlier that we did not want to
stand in their way. We did not hesitateto let
them runfirst to scopethingsout. Again, we
waited for asignal. After about 30 minutesof
exchanging grimaces, moving from oneside
to the other, and eddy-hopping to different
vantage points, we received a signal. Dan
gave a slice to his neck. That was it. This
time, therewasn't an option to proceed. The
gorge constricted again. The river disap-
peared to the right at another blind turn.
There was no way to get out and even scout
therapids. Our moodssank at the prospect of
failure this far into the run. Just thinking
about hiking out made me shudder. We
helped Dan and Genner get back to our
position and we attained upstream to the
break in the canyon we had spotted earlier.

Regrettably, we helped each other haul
our boatsup on top of arock outcrop beside
thebreak in the canyon. Noonewasready to
tackle hikingor climb-
ingout of thegorge. It
would be dark in an-
other hour. Getting
benighted in the
jungle, far from level
ground, was not what
we were looking for-
ward to. Even though
we had planned on
completing the
Encanto in a single
day, we had brought
overnight gear and ex-
tra food, just in case.
Everyonewasquick to
agreewiththesugges-
tion to camp on the
rock outcrop and hike
out the next day. Space
was limited, but we
made do. Before dark,
Dan used amacheteto
cut arough trail up the steep embankment.
Aropewaslowered fromatreeincasewehad

| to make afast retreat in the night. We also

gotagood fixonthewater level. | madesome

| dinner, mixing uptoasted barley flour, known

locally as machica, with sugar and water to
form fist-sized dough balls. Yum. Sure, it

| wasbasic grub, but themachicadidn't need

to be cooked. We found it to be one of our
favorite expedition foods.

As darkness enveloped the "Machica
Gorge", Dan eased the stars out with the
melodic playing o hisflute. It was the first
timewe had been ableto seethe night sky in
nearly a month. As we drifted off to deep,
Orion sprawled across our narrow window
from the gorge to the heavens above. Only a
bird-sized moth with a fascination for the
shiny mylar surface of our space blankets
stirred usin the night.

Our biggest surprise the next morning
wasthat theriver had dropped over six inches
and became much more clear. Wewondered
if there might be some new possibilities for
pushing the crux if more rockswere exposed
toscout from. Asweate our breakfast dough
balls, wescoured the mapfor leads. Genner's
altimeter had proved to be most inaccurate,
thanks to the changing barometric pressure
with the lifting weather pattern. It actually
said we had gained elevation since we
launched! We took compass readings, re-
called major landmarks, and, after much dis-
cussion, pinpointed our position asno more
than amilefrom the Rio Pastaza. This meant
that we had to be close to where Genner and
| had hiked to before. All geared up, we dlid
downtherock facefor arise-and-shine splash
inthewater and asecond ook at our impasse.
Sure enough, some o the rocks that were
submerged the day before offered reasonable
scouting perches.

| focused on the paddlers downstream on
the rock ledge. Dan seemed to lead the dis-
cussion on how to push the crux by making
several controlled paddlestroke motions in
the air with his hands. His white Pirouette
was brought down off the ledge. In thewater
| saw Dan making the same series of ghost
strokes again. He picked up his paddle and
began to move. Therewasaflash betweenthe
rocksthat obstructed my view. | next saw the
stern of Dan's boat rocking sidewaysagainst
the leading edge of the top boulder in the
current. Duncan and Genner were riveted
with attention. Then theend of the boat slid
upwards. | looked over to see Duncan and
Genner over on the shelf on their knees,
bowing down in idyllic praise.

| had only seen Dan perform such "prac-
tice" air strokesonce before. He had sized up
a straightforward boof into a deep gulch.
After going through some calculating mo-
tions, he came at it backwards, winged a
perfect 180-degreespinaff theside, andlanded
theslot perfectly. Thistime, using only three
strokes, he had managed tocrossthecurrent,
launch himself out of the water, and land in
agap between the cliff faceand the top boul-
der that was more narrow than the width of
his boat. Then he got out of the boat and up
ontherockwithout droppingasingl e pieceof
equipment. This was definitely the move of
the day. No one else could have doneit!
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We watched in astonishment as Dan be-
gan to climb up on the boulders and along
the dlippery rock face. He pulled himself up
toanarrow ledge on the river left wall. This
was asfar as Dan could go to see around the
corner. Everyonewasfocused on Dan. Time
stood still. Then came the moment of truth.
Dan turned to face us as he raised one arm
defiantly in the air. This was the news we
werewaiting for. Now the group could push
forward again. Dan was the man!

Tom had taken to jumping up and down
and doing windmills tostay warm. He pulled
hisOverflowX off its perch and paddled down
to join me. We each took great pleasure in
running through the overhung chasm and
passing throughtotheother side. With glee-
ful smilesand much praisefor Greystoke, we
headed onward.

The MachicaGorge opened upintoawide
cathedral-type bowl. Thewhole river poured
through a narrow 15-foot slot between the
granite bedrock sides and into a broad,
rounded pool below. Across the pool, a cas-
cade streamed down the cliffs. Genner and |
stood on opposite sides o the steep water-
spout debating the line. Dan scouted and
decided to run through. Assoonashehit the
bottom hisfull-size Pirouette was quaffed in
the crease and began throwing ends. | wasso
closethat I almost got hit by the whir of white
plastic. Moreendsflashed than | could count.
It sounded like a kick-boxing soundtrack
with the boat hitting thewalls. Dan lost grip
of his paddle; but it caught in hisPFD’s tow
system and pulled him out of the holelike a
parachute.

| reached out to stabilize Dan's boat. He
was a bit dazed and commented, "I should
haveworn my nose plugsfor that one." Float-
ing out in the pool, wesaw that his boat was
crumpled andfolded, with abig crease under
his legs. We dl laughed as we portaged the
drop while Danworked at flexing the plastic
back into shape with a big stick.

After afew more rapids, | recognized the
spot that Genner and | had hiked to a year
before. Wewere ecstatic. The remaining sec-
tion of river went quickly. We pulled over to
scout the last big drop. We coined this one
Enchantment Falls. It wasarammed-out 18-
foot drop with a big splash at the bottom.
Genner patted me on the back and said, "It's
al yours. Gofor it."

When we paddied out the mouth of the
Encanto it wasstill early in the afternoon. A
warm breeze kissed at our faces. It had been
a big day and we reveled in the feeling of
accomplishment. Thisonehad made usearn
it. The persistence paid off. We had passed
through aprivileged domain. Behind us, the
jungleswallowedtheriver initsimpenetrable
clutches as quickly aswe floated away. The
inner realm o the Encanto revealed to our
eyes what no person had ever experienced
before. No longer was this place a mystery.

Before we crossed into the brown waters
of the Pastaza, we donned our nose plugsand
badefarewell totheriver o Enchantment. In

Vorcano: Volcan Tungurahua.

afew mileswe reached the take-out wherea
road came down from the canyon rim above.
Asluck would haveit, atruck waswaiting by
afootbridge to pick up some cattle. We per-
suaded the driver to take us into town and
come back later for the cows. Thissaved usa
brutal hike up to the main road, where we
would have to hitch aride back into town.
Carnaval was till kicking hard. On the
way toPuyo alarge group o partygoerslined
up to assault us with water balloons as we
passed by. The driver rolled up hiswindows,
and we reached down into the bed of the
truck, as if we were ready to unleash the
wrath of hell onthem. They fell for our bluff
and began to scatter. We laughed as we sped
on by. Backintownwetook great pleasurein
stuffing ourselves with a BBQ dinner and
capped it all off with avisit to our favoriteice
cream shop. It was a day to remember.
Encanto...mi amor. Cuando voy a regresar

parati?

On behalf of all of the past and present
members of the Ecuador Expedition Team,
we would like to thank Perception, Inc.,
Mountain Safety Resear ch, Northwest River
Supplies, Patagonia, Chaco Sandals, and
SnhapdragonDesigns for providing the high-
est-quality products and expedition gear.
Also, a special thanks to Rios Ecuador for
furnishingexcellent transportationservices
andmaking our stayinthecountry comfort-
able and hassle-free.

Theriversof Ecuador are under increas-
ingthreat fromforeignoil andmininginter-
ests, deforestation,and other development.
Thedamming of rivers hasnot yet been fully
pursued in a land with great hydroelectric
potential. Much ofthe pressure put on this
fragile environment comes from the over

zeal ousconsumption of oil, gasoline, miner-
als, and rainforest products by the United

Ftates and other industrialized nations.
Flease livesimply sothat othersmay simply
Itve. Remember to supporttheorganizations
uorkingtomanagetheseissues so that there
uill bewildandremoteriverssuchasthe Rio
Encanto to paddlein the future.
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A Tale of

Paddling on
Minnesota’s
North Shore

By Hal Crimmel

Above: John Linn in Gazebo Falls. Amity Creek
Photo by Paul Everson

I've learned to keep an eye on the horizon in the Upper Midwest,
where green—not white—is the color people dread. This is not
because Midwesterners associate summer's verdant hues with rain-
soaked skiesand bouts o beastly humidity. Isit not because summer
brings frenzied clouds of biting insects that savage Sunday picnics
from Sioux Fallsto Sault Ste. Marie. Nor isit due to the torment o
eating yet another potluck meal dof tunahot dish and marshmallow-
laden lime Jell-0 in a neighbor's backyard, though you would not be
wrongthat theseareserious psychosocial stressorsinaregion defined
by the tranquility of winter.

You see, the white season promises a measure of calm here. In
winter thereisno lawn to mow, no garden toweed, no picnic Jell-0 to
eat. Dairy Princess paradesare long over, their princessessafely back
inschool. Cabins have been shuttered. Itisaseason o silence, of quiet
whitestormsand clear hushed nights. Animalsrest. Frost and ice have
stunned theexuberant drone of insects. The chatter of birds hasfaded
south. A welcome stillness falls across prairie and forest.

No, winter is not a time to fear, but the hopeful return of birds
marksthe beginning of that time when moisture-laden warm spring
air spillsinto cooler winter air, brewing fearsome stormsthat stain the
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sky a savage emerald. Boiling up over the empty expanses o the
Dakotas, thesestormsare hungry for townsand peopleand carsby the
timethey get to Minnesota. In thespring of 1998, tornadoes feasted on
the state, twirling across field and farm, roto-rooting counties from
lowato the Canadian border instilling fear statewide.

For me, thefear of severeweather and the anxiety produced by the
start of paddting season seem to have cross-pollinated one another.
Early inthe1998 season, | wasthesolitary victim of arare underwater
storm that developed after | flipped in a narrow chute.

The stormwas-so localized, infact, that it parted me from my boat
onarocky stretch of tiny Amity Creek, an explosiverun plunging down
to the clear waters of Lake Suverior. | suddenlv felt akinship with the
victim emerging from a storm cellar in time to see his wide screen
television perform a brief aerial waltz with a pretty neighbor's lingerie
collectionbefore both swirl into oblivion. Surveyingthe damagewhile
standing in chest deep March snowmelt | watched my paddle disap-
pearing around a bend in the creek, where it would later be ground to
bits, a sole blade the only survivor. My new Rockit lazily turned over
and over inthe holelikearoast chicken on aspit. |fingered afew new
helmet gougesand sneakedalook at theten curious paddlerswatching
the dramafrom the small stone bridge spanning the creek.

My throat began toswell, asdoesasnake'swhenit swallows alarge
mammal. | reflected on the popularity o pie in Minnesota, and how
Betty's Pies, a famous eatery just up the Lake Superior shore from
Duluth, serves hundreds of delicious slices every day. | was speechless
foramoment, until, finally, theenormoussliced humble pieslid down
my gullet and lodged in my stomach. | can assure you that few
Minnesotans haveenjoyed their pietheway | savored my chilly meal of
humble pie that morning, at the bottom of aptly named Smiley Face
dlide.

Let meexplain. Just twoyearsprior the polished pink graniteslides
and flumes o my hometown creeks-New Y ork's North Flow rivers-the
South and Main Branch o the Grass, the Oswegatchie, the St. Regis
and others-were just hours away, as was the Moose in Old Forge,
Vermont's West Branch of the Deerfield and Upper New Haven, and the
Rouge in Quebec.

There was even the Poestenkill, a tough little creek with miles of
Class III-IV paddling and two seventy-foot waterfalls not 30 minutes
frommy Albany, New Y ork, home. Near thetakeout in downtown Troy
awaited a gastrointestinally challenging, artery-busting meal o min-
iature chili dogs. In more desperate moments a booming surf waveon
the somewhat toxic Mohawk River beckoned a few miles away in the
gnarly rust belt town of Cohoes, which sported its own version of
terrifying Class VI miniature chili dogs. Yes, in New Y ork, | was a serf
in afar-flung whitewater kingdom. | thought to myself, I livein the
Durango, Colorado, o the East, only better. I've beento Durango and
therewere no miniature chili dogs.

My kingdom of rock andwater abruptly collapsed onagloomy April
morningin 1996 when my wifeannounced that she had been accepted

into graduate school ..... in Minnesota.
Minnesotal ? That flat state near Fargo?!
| feltill.

Later that night, | bitterly envisioned future spring paddling sea-
sons spent running irrigation ditches while tanked up on cheap
Midwestern beer, pursued by angry, corn-fed landowners. | glumly
foresaw pinning on rusty barbed wire, and rashes induced by the
poisonous ag runoff sloshing though muddy streams— this was my
preconception of Minnesotawhitewater. Weakly, | subscribed to abass
fishing publication, surfed theMall of Americawebsite, planned tosell
my boating gear. Thetrip from New York acrosstheflat, hot, dieselly,
stretches of 1-90with itsfast-food and classic rock stationsseemed like
the proverbial descent into Hell.

Minnesota, mercifully, seemed better. | had heard o the Kettle
River. An atlas showed a promising spate of creeks cutting across a
height o land stretching from Duluthtothe Canadian border at Grand
Portage. American Whitewater listed Boat Busters Anonymous as a
resource, so | sent off aletter in the hopes o meeting some paddlers
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Above: Paul Everson in the runout after "Ski Jump”, Split Rock River

Below: Paul Everson running Split Rock River
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Somepaddlerstriedthebait

and switch, pretending to
leave,onlytoreturnlaterand

face another showdown...

who shared my love df river running and steep creeking.

Afew monthslater | received acal from Jim Rada, local paddling
guru and author of a well-written guide to rivers in the Upper
Midwest. Jim invited metoaslideand videoshow later that fall. There
| met Jim, Paul Everson, Tim Hebrink, and other fixtures of the
Minnesota creek boating scene. | watched a video shot by Rod
Thompson, a local kayaker and videographer, containing hairy foot-
age of waterfalls and rocky steep creeks hidden in narrow canyons
with names like the Devil's Track and Cascade.

With exciting runs like these | figured that creeking in Minnesota
would bean exerciseinavoiding other paddiers. It'snot. Most runsare
tough on paddlesand boats, and take place during ashort, cold season
on remote and difficult riversthat deter many boaters. That's not all.
On my first creek run in Minnesota agun-toting landowner provided
another deterrent while we prepared to put in on the Split Rock, a
class IV-V run. On this cold April day the usual pre-run chatter was
stilled by theangry snap of an aluminum storm door slamming shut
and the frenzied revving of asmall engine. An old Honda roared out
of theratty third growth hardwoods along the road, with a mean big-
bellied bastard astride. Our groupwastreated towhat any Minnesotan
knows is not Minnesota Nice:

"Yougottwof—kin' minutesto get thef— outtaherebeforel start
shootin."

"Two f-ing minutes."

"Two f-ing minutes before | start shootin."

My friend Mark King, who looks like a cross between Minnesota's
new governor, Jesse Ventura, and amanwho hasdoneten hard years
inamilitary prison, stepped up and got in his face. | was impressed.

The motorcycle roared. The storm door slapped once and then
again.

That's when the gunfire began.

A few brave soulsvoted to stand and fight, arguing intricacies of
access rights and making appeals to strength in numbers. More
rational voices felt that rights or no rights, we would still find
ourselves on thewrong end of ashotgun, and headed for other runs.
Personally, | had enough holesin my drysuit without subjecting it to
any more. Some paddlers tried the bait and switch, pretending to
leave, only to return later and faceanother showdown, inwhich Rod
Thompson, the videographer, would calmly declare, "You can't pos-
sibly shootall of us. Oned uswill getaway." TheMinnesotacharacter,
local author Garrison Keillor once said, is one of "humble confi-
dence." This, surely, was humble confidence.

[ would not return to the Split Rock River until ayear later, onthe
day o my bruising morning swim on Amity Creek. After breaking one
and losing another paddle on Amity Creek, our group decided to drive
north along the Lake Superior shoreline to the Split Rock, giving me
justabout an hour tolook for humbleconfidence. | didn't seeany, but
onthe two-mile carry upstream tothe put-in, | realized | would need
every ounce | could borrow. The rapids grew bigger around every
corner. The red rock canyon grew deeper and the shadows grew
longer. Sweating and stripped to the waist despite the forty-degree
temperatures, we relentlessly marched upstream. | began to have
doubts about running so many big drops so fast, for if wewere to get
out before dark, we would have to GO. There would be no time for
extended scouting. | realized the hike up was the scout, and that |
would haveto try and remember the lines now.

Paul, Mark King, and | stopped for a rest at a rocky slide called
Winfrey's Whimper, where a piton rock claimed a paddler's ankles
many yearsago. We were soon joined by the others: Chris Ringsven,
Wendy Auldrich, Charles Griffiths, and Pete Roth. A cool wind blew
the sound o thundering current louder and louder, asif the river's
power had uprooted boulders and was tumbling them down the
riverbed. Inasecond, boulder-sized blocks of ice cametumblinginto
view and down the drop, banging wildly on the bedrock ledges and
against oneanother, rumblingover and through holes. Anentiretree,
then moreice and limbs followed, creating a symphony of wood and
rock and ice and water that was at once beautiful and terrible.

Thethought o sharing an eddy aboveamajor dropwith thislethal
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parade sent shudders through our sweating torsos. Jittery at this
display of nature's power, we turned back to our boats, electrified for
the carry upstream where the river moaned and muttered in the
canyon deep below. The rich odor of thawing earth mingled with the
pungent scent of spruceand cedar asweinhal ed thedamp freshness of
melting snow while trudging up the steep trail.

After aquick scout at the put in we descended a hole-filled rapid,
and quickly entered the darkening canyon, running steep flumesand
river-wideslidesthat dropped twenty feet or more, paused briefly, and
then dropped another twenty feet. Wendy and I, bothfirst timers, were
particularly concerned about onevery steep slidewith noclear lead in
that suddenly plummeted down and around acorner, down again and
throughastronghole at thebottom. | asked her partner, Charles, a Brit
expat living in Minnesota, how he had run the drop in the past. "I'm
running right," he confidently said in his clipped accent, and peeled
outintothecurrent. | took onelook at the enigmatic horizonlineand
shouted at his back as it disappeared over the lip, "Yeah, LOOKS
GOOD."

| peeled outand dropped i ntotheslide, speeding between pourovers
and broken rock, following the current with afew strong strokes, asit
worked itsway to the center. | turned towatch Wendy and othersrun
thesame line. We eddied out and gazed at the red rock canyon, with
ice still clinging in spots and water seeping down the slick face to
trickleinto the tawny river water. Above us upstream theriver wasa
vell o fluttering white.

Downstream more flat brown horizon lines called us out o the
eddy. We ran one, then another, guided only by the accurate lines
outlined by Paul and Charles as we slipped down smooth slide after
smooth dlide. The group was in a groove, despite the gathering
darkness, aswe rounded a bend that showed a major horizon lineand
the tops o trees far below. "This is Ski Jump," shouted Paul as he
paddied by, "thelineisjust right of center. Don't betoofar left or you'll
go off theski jump!" | appreciated theadvice, but the horizon linewas
river wide, agood 70-100 feet, and the current was starting to motor.
"Just right of center” could be about anywhere. The river greedily
gathered speed. Before my mind could register what was about to
happen, | launched crazily intotheair, rocketing through spacelong
enough to see swimmers and throw ropes deployed below. | touched
down hard but cleanly with just enough time to brace stiffly off solid
rock before splattering through a hole.

Below, | spuntheboat around to seeasolid sheet of water cascading
over ariver wideslide punctuated by acowlick of rock that flung water
highinto theair. Above, Mark appeared. His orange Rockit seemed to
pause, then accelerated faster and faster before catapulting into the
dampeveningair and safely back down again. Welooked at each other,
eyes bugging out, adrenal glands kicking in all four barrels. Below,
Pete Roth, an experienced climber and boater, was doing private
penance to the gods of gravity, after a head first landing briefly
separated him from his boat.

Lightwasfailing rapidly and thecloudshad congealed toabrooding
grey film. Pete got back inthe saddle and we rounded thecorner above
Under the Log, a difficult rapid first run in 1996. After the usual
posturing and scouting, Dan Monskey, who had joined us halfway
down after takingawrongturnonthe hikeup, Mark, Paul, and Charles
decided to run. It wasan especialy big decision for Mark, since he had
only paddied creeks for one season. The river dropped a dozen feet
downasteepslide, pillowedintoarockwall, turned nearly 100 degrees
to theleft, and plunged downa15foot slide that flowed directly under
an enormous tree blocking the river.

Dan and Charles ran successfully, and it was Mark's turn. He
entered the rapid, braced into the pillow, down the muscular final
pitch and slipped under the log cleanly, and emerged, solidly in the
world o classV paddling. Paul ran next in near darkness, burying his
boat inthe pillow and flipping sosuddenly in aviol ent sticky seam that
| wasglad to be portaging. Herolled upintimetolimbo under thelog,
to the relief of those watching in the ashen twilight. Downstream
below the final small ledge the river had cawed a welcoming wide
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Photo by Paul Everson

Below:Dave Gustavson on AmityCreek

Photo by John Linn

valley that spread out to greet the misty Lake Superior shoreline.

Anticipating the ethereal coda of slipping quietly into the largest
body of freshwater on the continent, we quickly paddled thefina half-
miled river, putting the dark canyon behind us. The Split Rock, once
whitewithabrawlingfury, now seemed asubdued trickleaswe bobbed
along its back. Our energy exhausted on its rust brown waters, it was
soon theriver's turn to yield to the greater presence o thecold, clear
waters of Lake Superior.
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Ever Have Your Shuttle
Vehlcle Broken Into?

By Larry Dunn

Have you ever had that awful, sinking
feeling that comeswhenyou return toyour
vehicle at the put-in after aday of boating,
andfind that someone hasbroken intoyour
car? Disbelief quickly turnsto rageasyou
inventory the damage and determine your
losses. Revenge! Who did thisto me! Just
let me get my hands on the bastard!

After aseriesof brokenwindshield inci-
dents at the Westwater (Colorado River,
Utah) take-out some years ago, | had fanta-
sies of hiding among the desert sagebrush
all day withashot-gun, waitingto catch the
perpetratorsinaction, then blastthem. For-
tunately, | would always rather spend the
day boatingand | don't ownagun. But, I've
had one experience with a put-in break-in
unlike any other.

Itwasthesummer of 1990and agroup o
uswere spending a month paddling in Tur-
key. The Gulf Warwas still inthefutureand
kayaking in the Middle East seemed like an
exoticadventure. Oneday we headed upthe
Kara River which flows north out of the
Pontic Mountains to the Black Sea. We
drove up a rough dirt road into the moun-
tainsabout 25 miles, scouting theriver and
looking for aput-in. Wefound aspot 3miles
upstream of the village of Dagbasi and be-
gan unloading our gear from thetwo Italian
rent-a-wreckswe had gotten from Avisin
Istanbul. Agroup of 12-year-old boysgath-
ered around, fascinated by the kayaks and
other strange-looking stuff spilling out of
the cars.

Aswe put-in and paddled around a bend
in the river, | got a bad feeling about the
boys. | eddied out and ran up the road back
toour cars. Sureenough, the boyswereall
over thecars. They scattered when they saw
me and, after a few minutes, | returned to
theriver, certain that | had scared them off
for good.

Afew hourslater wereturned tothecars
after runningtheriver. Someonehad pried
thesidewindow down. |twasamazing, they



had broken intothe carwithout breakingthe
window or picking the lock. It turned out
that the only thing missing was my daypack.
It contained my camera, exposed film and
clothing.

The usual indignation that comes with
such persona violation welled right to the
surface. We were also concerned that Avis
would hit us up for repair of the jammed
window, so we decided to go to the authori-
tiesand fileareport. At Dagbasi, wefound a
small Gendarme officewith 3 nineteen year-
old conscripts. The gendarmes are a sort o
military police, aunit o the Turkish Army,
set up to keep the peace in rural Turkey. |
assumed that such a petty theft would be
impossible to solve in such a remote area.

The young soldiers spoke no English; we
spokenoTurkish. Onemember of our group,
Steve, wasfluent in German, andaTurk who
had been aguest worker in Germany and was
visiting his ancestral village served as an
interpreter. We were told they could do noth-
ing for us and we would have to go to the
larger town on the Black Sea Coast to the
regional office of the Gendarme to report the
crime.

Two hours of dirt road driving later we
arrived at the coast. Steveand | went to the
Gendarmeofficewhiletheother guystried to
fix the car. Wewere escorted toa patio and
introduced to a young officer who spoke
German and an older, senior officer who
spoke only Turkish. Steve told the story in
German, theyoungofficer translated toTurk-
ish, and then the questions came back in
reverse order. They said thiswas a serious
offense and that it had to be dealt with.

The police said there had been only four
theftscommitted inthisareainthelastyear,
sothiswasabigdeal. Thentheold officer left
and soon thereafter an enlisted man showed
up with a big silver tray filled with tea and
cookies. We sat and chatted in German and
Englishwith theyoung officer for nearly two
hours. Itwasall very pleasant, but eventu-
aly, Steveand | figured that wasall that was
going to happen andwetold himwewould be
leaving. Hestoodupandaskedus towaitabit
more, they were just about ready to take
action.

Afew minuteslater amilitary troop-trans-
port truck pulled up. Theold officer and the
young German-speaking officer got in the
front. Steve and | hopped onto wooden
benches in the canvas-covered back. There
were three young soldiers already sitting
inside, dressed in full green-camouflaged
battle dress. Each had onapack and carried
anM-16. They looked very seriousand didn't
say aword to Steveor | aswe bumped our way
up thedirt road for two more hours back to
Daghbasi.

It was dark when we arrived in Dagbasi.
Thethreesoldiers we had originally encoun-
tered at the garrison jumped into the truck.
They were now dressed like the others with
packs, helmets, and .automatic rifles. The

officers, Steve, and | got out and were imme-
diately seated in front of a small shop. Out
came another silver serving platter with tea
and cookies. We again started the English-
German-Turkish chit-chat with the officers
and the shopkeeper aswe watched the truck
start working up the mountain-side
switchback by switchback. We could mark
their progress aswewatched the headlights
o the truck go back and forth up the hill,
periodically stopping for a time as the sol-
diers went house to house. | could only

imagine how these poor people must have
felt when the knock on the door revealed M-
16 toting soldiersat the threshold.

Gradualy we lost sight of the truck and,
after some hours, Steveand | went for awalk
along the dark road with the young officer.
Wewere palsnow and wetal kedabout whether
Islamicfundamentalism in neighboring Iran
was spreading into Turkey. Hereminded us
of the strategic role played by Turkey asa
member o NATO during the cold war with,
what was at that time, the very recently
"former" Soviet Union.

But when we got far enough away from
thevillage, the young officer got to the sub-
ject that wasreally of interest to him. "Isit
redly true... in the West... about pre-mari-
tal sex?' Hewas engaged to be married and
had had only one experience, which he was
quick to tell usabout.

"Sex, oh yeah, as much as you want!"
Well, maybethat isn't exactly what Stevesaid
in German. But hedid confirm the Turkish
officer's impression of the West as a sexual
paradise.

Eventually the truck returned and weall
went to the Spartan garrison office. A 12
year-old boy and hisparentsfiledintoaroom
with the officers, Steve, and |. The room had
a typewriter, an old crank-style telephone,

and single lightbulb dangling fromacord in
the middle of ceiling. They handed my
daypack to me. | couldn't believe it. This
Islamic Justice wasimpressive! They began
typing up a report on the old typewriter, 3
carbon-copies included, of course. Did |
want to presscharges? No, | waselated toget
my pack back, and the boy and his parents
looked like they had already had a very bad
night. Was everything inside the pack? |
checked, almost everything was there, but
my filmwasgoneand asweater was missing.
Steve translated from English to German,
theyoung officer translated from Germanto
Turkish.

Suddenly itwassilentintheroomandthe
increased tension on the faces of the Turks
was clear. | was confused, what had just
happened? It was nearly midnight and they
were going to head back up into the hills to
find the rest of my stuff. Steve and | were
exhausted and just wanted to get back to our
friends and get to dleep.

"Was it possible that the missing items
had fallen out in the car?" they asked. Well
no, Steveand | knew theitemsweren'tinthe
car, butwewanted tocal itanight. Wedidn't
want the Turks sending out the army again
foramiddled thenightdoor-to-door search.

Itwasdecidedthat | would call our friends
at the regional Gendarme office and have
them search the car for the missing items. |
gotontheold telephone. It wasfull of static,
the worst connection I'd ever had. To be
heard | had to yell as loudly as | could.
Without being able to describe our situation
indetail, | beganscreaming intothephonein
English, while everyonein the room looked
on. Only Steve knew what | was saying.

"ERIC, GO OUT TO THE CAR AND LOOK
AROUND AND THEN COME BACK AND SAY
THAT YQU FOUND MY STUFF"

"WHAT?'

"GO OUT TO THE CAR, THEN COME
BACK AND SAY THAT YOU FOUND MY
STUFF"

"WHAT?'

| looked around the room, they were all
looking at me. Stevewas rolling his eyes.

"JUST GO OUT TO THE CAR AND COME
BACK AND SAY | FOUNDIT."

| was screaming into the phone; it was
crazy. The Turks didn't know what | was
saying, but looked onwith concern. Finaly,
Eric returned from the car. Hedidn't know
what the hell wasgoing on, but he picked up
the phone and yelled, "I FOUND IT."

| turned from the phone, and said, "He
foundit". Stevetranslated into German. The
young officertranslated into Turkish. Every-
onewasrelieved. Theordeal wasover, just a
few more hourson adirt road in the back of
aTurkish army truck and we were done.

Editor's note: Larry Dunn isan AW Re-
gional Coordinator whose paddling adven-
tures have taken him to Mexico, Canada,
Nepa and Chile.
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Exploring,
A Chilean

“If you know anyone who wantsto try a
crazy thing.....” read the postcard | received
from the fjords of Southern Chile in 1990.
Claudio Hopperdietzl, a friend from
Puyuhuapi, a small coastal town his father
had settled, went on todescribethe Rio Pascua
as"the most difficult river in Chile."

Beyond the end of the road in Southern
Aisen lies Lago O'Higgins, which captures
the runoff from the Northeast slope of the
Southern Ice Field, a frozen expanse of ice
and rock covering several hundred square
kilometers. Flowing from the lake to the
ocean, the Rio Pascua forms several small
lakes divided by 100 ft. waterfalls, before
squeezing its 35,000 cfs through a narrow
canyon only 50 ft. widein places, while drop-
ping 50 ft/mile for most of its16 kilometers.

Vertical rocky walls, no beaches, and the
impenetrabletemperaterainforestsurround-
ing the canyon complete the picture, sug-
gesting difficult scouting, portaging or es-
cape. The river finally belches its highly-
aerated water ontothecoastal plain, whereit
meanders lazily to the ocean 20 kilometers
later. Once there, it is still 100 kilometers
along the coast to Tortel, the nearest settle-
ment.

My friend Claudio grew upin Puyuhuapi,
deep inthefjordsjust south of Futaleufu. He
awayshad akeeninterest inriversand wasa
wealth o information on the local rivers. |
had met himin'86, when, stopping at hisgas
station, he insisted on taking us to the Rio
Cisnes for a T descent. It took me several
years to get back to his town, but he recog-
nized me immediately when we appeared at
his gas station in January of '96. Inviting us
into his house, Claudio showed us maps,
aerial photos, and an early explorersdescrip-
tion of the Pascua, which piqued my interest.

Lack of access provided the biggest prob-
lem, which prevented meor anyoneelsefrom
attempting it for several years. Finaly, | was
ready to try it, but could not find willing
companions. My curiosity got the best of me,
however, and in February of '98 | went south
toyingwiththeideaofasolo run. Evenif | had
to portage the entire canyon, | reasoned, it
would beworth it to seewhat is there.

But in Coyaique | met two people who
had actually been inthearea. Talesdf impen-
etrable bamboo thicketswhichtookfour men
four days of hard machetework to penetrate
discouraged me. After aturnin the weather
for the worse, my cautious sanity returned
and | retreated, hoping to someday find wor-
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thy paddling partners with whom | could
return. Itwas thenext Chileansummerwhen
ital cametogether.

Meanwhile, | studied the maps. | wasstill
sure it was possible. | returned to Chile the
following year and, eventualy, it finally all
fell together.

| had met upwith Rebby Dastinin Pucon.
We paddled our way south, driving my tradi-
tional shuttlevehicle, an old ambulance. We
ran many known rivers and made a 1% de-
scent ontheRioLlizan. Flowing near the Rio
Fuy, the Llizan is a Class V steep creek
through granite slot canyons with
unportagable blind drops. Robby described it
as" Sketchy."

The drought that year limited our boat-
ing, although we still found plenty of
whitewater early in the season. Eventually,
we landed in Futaleufu, where there is al-
wayswater.

"l just received e-mail from John Hart
and Arron Pruzan," Robby said "they want to
runthePascua, and will be hereinamonth."

It looked like a team was shaping up. |
spent the month getting accustomed to big
water hydraulics by paddling the Futaleufu.

John and Arron arrived with Rafa and
Felipe Parot, two Chilean kayakerswho had
avan and kayak trailer. They would provide
land support. Weloaded upand headed south,
but not until Robby and John traded their
rodeo boatsfor higher-volume Diablos. | had
aRockit and Arron had brought a Godzilla.
Now we were equipped for multi-day big
water boating. However, westill hadtowork
out the logistics.

We stopped by Claudio's house on the
way south and talked about details. It was
uncanny how well Claudio knew the river,
although hehad never beeninthearea. Aswe
poured over the maps, he pointed out where
wewould need to portageandwhereitwould
be safeto boat. Welater agreed hewas right
on most o thetime.

"First, how will you get there?" 2Claudio
asked. "The roads go nowhere close!”

We had no idea, but we were used to
winging it, which is just what we did in the
end. The next stop was in Coyaique, the
capital of the region known asAisen. Speak-
ing with several people we received mostly
encouragement and a few "that's
impossibles!” We did arrange a flight into
Villa O'Higgins, the nearest airstrip to the
river, which would facilitate a scout on the
way in. Fromthe Villawewould still need to

Rio Pascua
st Descant

crossthelake, about 100 kilometers, togetto
the river.

Wanting to warm up to big water, we
stopped at the Rio Baker on our drive south
to meet the plane. The largest river in Chile
provided some great experience in heavy hy-
draulics. We paddled theupper canyon, which
contains some d the largest rapids | have
seenanywhere. | had runthissection several
timesin the past and was always awed by the
forced thewater. | felt several dayskayaking
here would be best, however time restraints
limited us to one day, since our plane was
chartered for the next day.

Although Rafaand Felipe are two o the
best Chilean paddlers, they didn't feel they
had the experience needed for the first de-
scent, so we |eft them behind for land sup-
port. Cramming our four kayaks and our-
selves into the twin engine Piper, we flew
south on avery bumpy flight. While holding
the kayaks secure with one hand, my other
hand gripping a barf bag, | tried to concen-
trate on the many rivers below us.

Soon we were swooping low over the
Pascua, tilting the plane on edge for a better
view. [twasobviousthat the hot weather had
thawed the glaciers, and the runoff was now
filling the river to thetop of its banks, flood-
ing any beaches. Wesaw atight canyon filled
withswirlingwater. Lookingfor unrunnable
rapids as well as portage possibilities, we
tried tostampamental mapontoour memory
banks. We all felt we had seen most o the
river, and it looked promising. The unseen
portions were to be a source o constant
surprise.

Staggering out o the plane, we were
greeted by theloca Carabineros(police)and
escorted to see the pilot of the only boat,
which we needed to cross the lake.

Robby and Arron tried everything to
wrangle a good price, including exchanging
kisses with his daughter, as is the custom,
sharing several rounds of Maté tea, and, fi-
nally, groveling, beforedeciding it washope-
less and coughing up the dough for the 10
hour trip.

"We're committed now," | thought as |
watched the boat steam away, leaving us
stranded on the mossy shore near the outlet.
It was late, so we camped there.

The morning sun illuminated jagged
peaks bursting from the ice fields above us,
thrusting through pink clouds and piercing
the cold blue sky.

Afew scraps of singed beef and an empty
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box of fine Chilean wine were the only signs
d our final feast the previous night. From
now on we were self-supporting; itwasto be
freeze dried food for the duration.

Whiletheunusually hot dry summer had
dried up most of the creeks in Chile, the Rio
Pascuawasraging. Lago O'Higgins wasmore
than a meter higher than usual, its waters
lappingintothetreesand bushesal ongshore.

Aswe paddled off the lake and onto the
river, we estimated the flow to be about
50,000 cfs. The 200 meter wide river soon
narrowed to a third as a horizon appeared
downstream. Stopping early to prevent being
sucked over the edge, we began our first
portage around a killer rapid, dropping 100
feet over 300 yards. Hydraulics and keeper
holesgal oreconvinced usthewalk was worth-
while. Soon we reached thefirst small lake,
Chico.

Ridingthetail waveshalfway acrossLago
Chico, galeforcewindswhipped spray inour
faces. Huggingthe shoreline, weworked our
way around the small lake to the next falls,
which almost looked runnable. Therewasan
easy ramp to portage down, however, and we
soon found ourselves on the next small lake.
only afew hundred yards long.

A short paddle brought us to a 100 foot
vertical falls. We had seena photo of thisina
book by an explorer named Grosse. Written
inthe 40s, he described the falls as millions
o lost kilowatt hours. | can assure you that
ENDESA, the Chilean electric company has
plans to capture them.

A quick paddle through an open valley
brought us to our camp in a protected bay.
Thisset us up to scout the canyon entrance
the next morning.

Withanearly start we floated downtothe
canyon entrance, wherewe parked our boats
and bushwhacked through Cypress thickets
to the edge o the gorge. Scouting from 300
feet up, it's very difficult to see the vertical
topography of thewater. Wecould seeariver-
wide hole, which appeared to be a big hay-
stack wave d solid froth. Arron and John
were willing to run it, but Robby and | were
leery of what lay downstream. We did notice
agood eddy on the right, which would allow
us to run the first half mile or so and still
escape the river.

After experiencing thishalf mile of steep
swirly water with huge banked turns and
powerful whirlpools, we gained anew respect
for theriver. John and Arron both decided to
portage with usand we began the climb out
o thecanyon toabench several hundred feet
above the roaring chasm.

Several Andean Condors circled over-
head hoping that we would make a fatal
mistake and become their next meal. Aswe
traversed a partialy forested hillside, clouds
swirled down off glacier shrouded peaks, dis-
sipating intothinwispsoverhead, robbingus
o needed shade. Sweat dripping off our brows;
we dragged our yaks over grassy knolls and

through patches o enchanted forest made
up mostly of Coihueand Dwarf Cypress. Foot
thick moss and lichen covered everything,
softening our frequent tumbles, caused by
the mat obscuring footholds in the rough
rocky terrain.

Through the trees | caught a glimpse
into the narrow canyon. It wasfull of seeth-
ing, swirling whitewater. To my dismay, |
saw amonster rapid leading intoyet another
river-wide hole. Vertical walls rising from
river's edge prevented river level portaging,
so we were committed to bashing our way
through, high above the maelstrom, won-
deringif our six daysadf foodwould beenough
to carry usthrough the next 16 kilometers.

The next day a constant drizzle brought
relief from the heat, but we were soaked to
the bone during our portage. Eventually we
made our way past the gnarl and back tothe
river. A quick scout by Robby suggested that
we could eddy hopand scout as needed, sowe
prepared our boats and ourselves for the
experience.

Lashing my paddle to my wrist, | seal
launched into the eddy. Losing my paddie
here in the crux canyon would likely mean a
swim to the ocean through constant whirl-
poolsandfrigidwater, an experience | did not
relish. We peeled out into the powerful cur-
rent. At first | wasalittle paranoid, but soon
| felt at home. Everything clicked and | was
totally under control. We eddy-hopped
downriver, scouting as needed. | found |
didn't need to paddle very hard, | could just
plant my blade in the main current and
concentrate on boat angle.

Wekept thisup for several milesuntil we
eddied out on the right to scout a blind
corner. Robbicitoyelled “Big Rock Rapid, Big
Rock Rapid," signifying the prominent land-
mark we had seen from the air. Relieved to
have made it this far, we climbed up for a
look. We spotted a big boofy route, but clean,
and weall cleaned it— almost.

As John attempted to peel out, the con-
trary current spit him up onto the wall.
Spinning asplat into asurf, he deftly surfed
the cushion around the corner. | made sure
to make awide peel out, only to beswallowed
by thewhirlpool in the opposite eddy. Fortu-
nately it spit me out and, after aquick roll, |
careened around the corner to find John
laughing in an eddy below.

Here the continuous rocky walls were
interrupted. It wastheonly wide placeinthe
canyon. Wefoundacamp next toaside creek
and set up atarp for the fire because it was
still drizzling.

Spirits were high as we celebrated our
success. Wewere past the 50 ft/mile section;
it would be 30 ft/mile for the next 8 kilome-
ters. We figured we were past the worst,
although with 50,000 cfssgueezing through
the narrow canyon, we still had plenty of
action ahead o us.

The rain stopped at dusk but the stars
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and moon kept us company the rest of the
night.

We woke up to sunshine on the Pascua!
Twelve kilometers to go, with only the "big
boil" we had seen from the plane to worry
about.

We peeled out into the whirlpools and
swirlies, eddy hopping and scouting fromthe
tops of waves. Paddling non stop big water
rapids with an occasional Class IV or V, we
traded off lead, catching eddies to catch our
breath.

As | approached one blind rapid | saw
Arron standing on shore, pointing out the
correct route. | slipped behind a huge lateral
wave and blasted on by.

| ledfor awhile, feeling great, connecting
with the water. Several kilometers went by
without astop. Then | saw an easy eddy onthe
right, just before a narrowing of the river. A
quickscout throughthickvegetation revealed
a Class V+ rapid. | couldn't quite see the
problem, but fromtheir vantage point higher
on the hillside, Jon and Arron reported "up-
stream water" and " some twisted s—t."

It sounded like heavy eddies and boils to
me. We trusted their judgement and por-
taged once more. |t was not easy.

This time the vegetation was very thick,
blocking every step. Aswe camecloser tothe
coast, the increased rainfall gave birth to a

full-on rainforest. Thick moss covered every-
thing. Wewere constantly stepping through
avoid, falling in to the hip, sometimes dan-
gling, other times buried in muck. We made
our way up asteep hill over dead fall. At the
top it was a little clearer, but convoluted
ground slowed our progress. After four gruel -
ing hourswe crawled down a creek, pushing
our boats ahead to clear a crawlway.

Reaching the river bank, we collapsed in
exhaustion as the sun slipped behind the
ridge. Somehow, Arron rallied us and we
prepared for thefinal push.

After smearing more paddle wax on my
cockpit rim to prevent skirt implosion, |
slipped into my kayak and into a fast eddy. |
wasquickly carried tothetop of the eddy and
| peeled out hard, accelerating into the next
narrows. Heavy rapids with large diagonal
wavesended in big swirlies. | capsized. It was
dark underwater and | was tossed about,
making it hard to roll. The last portage had
left mewith little energy. After four attempts
| was still down, running out o breath. Fi-
naly, | gave one more concerted effort, fin-
ishing my roll with aforward sweep. | found
myself upright, sucking in air. Fortunately,
there was an eddy handy and we pulled in to
recover.

Glancing downstream | saw a huge gap-
ing hole. Thentheriver disappeared over the
horizon. We climbed up once again to scout.
This time we saw a clear line. Back in the
kayak, | felt barely rested, but confident.

We had to ferry hard across the strong
current, punch aright lateral wave, then jig
right past the hole, then to the left of a big
whirlpool. Robbiewasin front of me. He cut
across the river, but a seam in the current
caught hisbow, suckingitdown. Instantly he
was cart-wheeling downriver through the
center of the hole. Fortunately he braced up
and continued downstream. This gave me
incentive to concentrate on the move and |
slid on through with no problem. The river
narrowed again and we braced against vio-
lent lateral waves and punched strong “V”
waves, paddling through heavy boilsand ed-
diesuntil wereached calmwater. Then, magi-
cally thecanyon opened up. We knew that we
had survived the torrent.

Downstream, the wide blue river was
friendly, meandering through abroad valley.
Asensed elation seized usaswe realized we
had succeeded in thefirst descent of the Rio
Pascua.
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Open Boating Brush Creek -

iving in Atlanta, Georgia and learn |

ing to paddlein thesoutheast, | have
grown accustomed to the rivers and
creeks of the Appalachians. Being an
open canoeist, streambeds with steep drops
and deep pools below lend themselvesto my
style of boating. | lovetofreefall over asteep
rapid or waterfall and land safely in the pool
below. The pools at the bottom are just as
important asthedropsthemselves. They give
me a place to bail my canoe before
continuing on to the next ragid.
On my first visit to Colorado in
June of 1985, | discovered that many

~ Bx Steve Frazier

sissippi. All year | patiently look forward to |
my annual pilgrimage to the land where
rivers are fast and continuous, the daysare
warm and dry and nights clear and cool.
Early on | often thought "what a perfect

placethewest isfor paddling.” | loved every
thing about it. Well, almost everything. The
only thing | didn't like wasthat there didn't
seem to be any steep creeks. But after a
decade of operating under thisassumption, |

western riversarealot different than
our rivers back east. The individual
rapids havelessgradient, but makeup
for it by having more volume. They
are usually longer and more forceful.
In other words, a lot of western

whitewater is a far cry from the drop/pool |

situation | amaccustomed to. Comingout of
your boat at the top of a rapid out west can
often lead toalong, cold swim. | discovered
thissad fact time and time again during my
first trips out west.

After adapting my paddling style to this
new environment, | cameto love paddlingin
the west. It represented a whole new set of
challengesinatotally different setting. Now,
onweekends, | paddlein the southeast, stay-
ing within two or three hours o home and
the albatross (my job). | save my precious
two-week vacation for atrip west of the Mis-
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discovered how wrong | was.

InMarch of 1996 | decided to quit my job
of over ten years, so | could dedicate myself
to paddling full time. A three and a half
month western paddling trip was soon
planned. My first stop would be the Kern
River Festival in Kernville, Ca. Having been
to California only once before, | had little
ideawnhat thestate had to offer. | would soon
find out.

After completing the down river race on
Saturday morning, April 21, | wasgraciously
invited on a trip down Brush Creek with
Lynn Siodmac from South Pasadena and Ed
Lucerofrom New Mexico. Ed knew the creek
fairly well. Lynn and | would befirst timers
on Brush Creek.

“boat down next to the beautiful,

From the little riverside park where the

Fest is held, we drove 20 milesup the Upper
Kern to the take-out. We put my Caption on
Lynn's vehicle, along with the two kayaks,
and drove the short, but steep road to the
put-in, which happensto bethe Brush Creek
helicopter pad. On the way up the hill we
were able to glimpse a couple o the steep
drops we were about to attempt. This only
intensified the anxiety | typicallv exverience
beforebegmnlngah of thisdifficulty,
especialy for the first time. Neverthe-
less, | couldn't wait to get on. When we
reached the put-in after the quarter
milewalk through heavy brush, | easily
realized how the creek got its name. |
also began to see a small "up side" to
havingtheworld's ol dest and mostworn
out dry suit.
Another thing dawned onmeas| set my
clear
water.. it probably wouldn't beagood ideato
paddleasteep, rocky, low-volumecreek with-
out a helmet! As | ran back up the hill to
retrieve my forgotten headgear | couldn't
help but wonder what my new friends were
thinking. "What have we gotten ourselves
into?" No doubt! Actually, they were both
good natured about my blunder, giving me
only atiny dose of well-deserved grief.
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The creek was only about six feet wide at
thelaunch, but after acouple hundred yards
o scraping down rocky drops and shallow
ledgeswhile ducking under branches, it be-
gantowiden alittle, although no significant
tributaries joined it. A fev more shallow
slidesand narrow passagesled ustoatasteof
what | had come for—an eighteen-foot wa
terfall that landed in aclear, deep pool.

Ed advised us to run straight down the
middleas he peeled out, showing usthe way
'till he disappeared over the horizon. An
uplifted paddle blade indicated Ed was
safe and ready to take Lvnn's and my
pictures as we went off the falls. Lynn
peeled out and negotiated the short,
straightforward approach. Then he flew
off the drop, vanishing from &

Iwanted totakethedropexactlywhere
my paddling partners had gone. T got up
as much speed as possible during the
approach so | could get the best launch.
Onefinal strokeat thetop and | was over the
edge. Thefirstthreeor four feet of theplunge
is a 45-degree shelf that launches boaters.
The last fifteen feet isafreefall.

I lovedthefeelingas| fleawthroughtheair
and landed in the previously unseen pool. |
felt right at home. | took the camerawhile Ed
and Lynn paddied their kayaks behind the

Atthe 'E}L"Hﬂ";i)—il

rock ready

who dont ™

{~mid-way staging eddy a bumpy, boat abusive |

falls. Asthey reappeared | took their pictures |

as the water from the drop cascaded over
themin the Californiasunlight.

As we made our way down stream, run-
ning several smaller ledgesand slides, | no-

| From that eddy | planned to duplicate their

ticed something. Although this creek was
very steep (400 feet/mile for one and a half
miles), it was not technically difficult. With
Ed leading the way over the blind drops,
scoutingwasmostly unnecessary. It was great
fun with very little effort.

The next rapid had the most vertical drop
ontherun. As| eddied out to bail my canoe
above the drop, | looked down stream and
decided to scout. There was a small ledge
withafairly big hole near thetop o therapid
that gavemy kayakingfriendsalittletrouble.
| was concerned it might swamp my boat,

making the long slide into the stream left

to

experience. A 15-foot fall lurked just below
that eddy. Edand Lynn peeled out of the eddy
onstrongferriesand ranthefalsasfar right
as possible. Once again a large hole, there
was a deep recovery pool at the bottom.
Their line looked good to me, but | was
still concerned about runningthe holeat the

little extra effort and maneuvering | could
circumvent the hole to the right, then move
back to the left and catch the staging eddy.

line over the final falls. | didn't really know
why they had madetheferry acrossthestream
so they could run thefallson theright. All |
knew was they did it. | decided | would too, -
then ask questions later.

use boaters
alic the move...

As| started, | was pleased that | was able
to paddlearound thetop holewith ease. Afew
seconds later, however, | realized that mak-
ing that important eddy was going to be a
littletrickier than | had anticipated. Although
| had gone to the right of the hole, | hadn't
managed to get my bow pointed back toward
the staging eddy on the left. Instead | was
pointedslightly right. Asl shot down stream,
| tried to correct my angle, but | was on a
steep slidewith very littlewater flowing over
it. | could feel thesmooth granite bedrock of
the creek under my boat, but it was
doing nothing to ow me down, nor
was it allowing me to do any maneu-
vering. Everythingwashappeningway
too fast. As| reached fhe end of the
slide, | hadn't managed to make any
Progress toward the left, but | had
been ableto correct my angleslightly.
When | hit the deep water above the
final fal, 1 managed two powerful
strokes, just enough to maketheeddy.
After bailing | madetheferry totherightand
enjoyed thereward of launching thefalsand
landing inthe pool below. As| looked back at
the forty or so vertical feet we had just de-
scended, | couldn't help but observe that it
wouldn't have mattered if | had taken the
final falls on the left. There was little less

top of the first drop. | decided that with a | water flowing over that side, butstill enough.

After a couple of enjoyable rapids we
paddled down a100-yard longaquatic bobsled
ride. The next three drops were less than
friendly.

Thefirst of thesethreestartswithalong
shallow narrow approach, whichallowslittle
maneuvering. As you approach the main

drop, aten-foot slide, the eandkiedwshagp v
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP:
Seve Frazer in a
smaller drop just
down from the put-in.

Brush Creek is good
to the last drop!

Frazier running
the BIG drop! |©
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totheright. Atthebottom of thedroponthe |

left isan ugly rock ready to abuse boatsand
boaters who don't make the move to the
right. But the move to theright isthrough
shallow flow and s, at best, boat abusive. On
another trip down Brush Creek in '97, |
flipped my boat here and bruised my left
elbow. | have learned to portage here, al-
though most kayakers do scrape down the
rapid. But I've never heard anybody say, "it's
great fun" or even "it's OK."

Just below this nasty drop comes a six-
foot ledge, which leads into a short flume.

| After about 20 feet a big boulder formsthe T

|eft bankwhileasmaller rock protrudesfrom
the right. The rock on the right is slightly
downstream of itsbrother on theleft. All the
water pillows off thesmaller rock, then flows
through avery tight pinch. Try as| might, |

just couldn't see mysdlf making the move |~

between the rocks. All | could imagine was
my boat trapped in the slot, underwater,
coming out like ataco or not coming out at
al. Thisis not a good mental picture when
youareonday twodf athreeandahaf month
paddlingvacation. | portaged. Both Lynnand
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Ed elected to run it, and made it look easy.

Afterathird, tight, bony drop, wecameto
ugly drop number three. Although adifficult
portage, it wasan easy decision. Here Brush
Creek splitsinto two as it bendsto the right
and descends 12 feet. At the bottom the two
halvesreuniteinasmall, extremely tight slot
with alow hanging tree. The approachtothe
rapid is only five feet wide, but it widens as
you approach the split and becomes very
rocky. In fact, except for the tree at the
bottom, all | saw was rocks. | watched as Ed
and Lynn cleaned it, but my mind was made
up. I wasin no mood to abuse my boat or my
body.

After the portage, the creek narrowed to
threefeet. After this narrow dideit plummeted
sixfeetintoanicepool. Assoonas| reached the
pool, Ed beganto describethenextrapid." Steep
and very narrow," he said. | was trying to pay
attention to what he was saying, but it was
difficult to ignore the big snake basking on a
rock beside my boat.

Aswe paddied around the corner a horizon
line came intoview. Whilescouting | noticed a
very smal trickle o water flowing through a
smooth flume on the right. An excellent high-
water line, | thought to myself. Unfortunately,
wewere on low water, so that was out. The left
side, where most o the water flows, was just
like Ed described — steepand very narrow. The
top ledgewasonly alittlewider than my canoe.
At the bottom o this three-foot ledge, asmall
hole forms that can make it difficult to main-
tain the correct line as you plunge down the
steep 15-foot slot that immediately follows.
Just like clockwork, Ed and Lynn madeit ook
easy. As | approached the tight entrance, |
hoped | could match their linesonemoretime.
When | went over the drop | was lined up
perfectly. As| slid down the narrow passage, all
| had to dowaslift my paddleto avoid abashing
and thereby minimize my dental bills. As my
canoe entered the pool at the bottom, Ed in-
formed me that wasthe last big drop.

| had mixed emotions about that. | didn't
want thefun toend. However, knowingthat the
last one-quarter mile d creek remaining was
ClassIII and essy IV gave metimeto relax and
enjoy my surroundingswithoutworryingabout
what wasaround the next bend. What had once
been a fairly tight, deep canyon with smooth
granitewallswas now opening. Aswe madeour
way to the take-out we were dl smiles, taking
turns leading through minor rapids and snap-
ping pictures. It had been a perfect day.

Brush Creek has a fairly small window of
runnability, probably about 3-4 weeksin early
spring during agood snow year. | waslucky to
hit that window. | was even luckier to bewith
Lynn and Ed on my first trip. Not too many
boaters would be willing to adopt a stranger
with an open canoe to tackle such a difficult
creek. AsEd and | completed theshuttle and we
all said good-bye, exchanging phone numbers
and addresses, | redlized that there really could
be steep creeking west d the Mississippi.

Whowould have thought?
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Vote for Directors

Candidates for the Board of Directors of American Whitewater

Here are the candidates and their statements for your consideration. Also are some changes to the American Whitewaler
Constitution. Approval by the general membership is next. So please vote.

Richmond, Kentucky

Having served on the American
Whitewater board of directorsfor four years,
| feel the need to humbly seek another term
o office. Paddling whitewater rivers contin-
ues to flood me and my entire family with
enjoymentand | owetheRiver Godsinalarge
way.
Thisyear, alongwith my Woman in Rub-
ber wife, Cynthia, | was able to watch my 12
year old son Daniel paddletheGauley inWest
Virginia and my 9 year old daughter Emily,
K1 the Hiwassee in Tennessee. Thankstothe
many committed and enthusiastic volunteer
paddlers within my home organization, The
Bluegrass Wildwater Association, of Lexing-
ton, Kentucky | have been able to pass the
National Paddling Film Festival coordinator's
hat that | had worn for 13 of the NPFF’s 17
years, into capable hands. Now, as the re-
cently elected chairman of the cyberspace
committeecharged with AW web oversight, |
am looking forward to concentrating on new
waysto serve the sport that has so enhanced
my life.

With your support, | hope to continue
assisting other committed American
Whitewater volunteers, board members, re-
gional coordinators and staff in their efforts
to create a completely new and redesigned
American Whitewater internet presence.

AW’s new home on the net, now under
construction, isanattempttoengage, inform
and entertain whitewater boaters as never
before. As currently planned, this next gen-
eration, interactive website will become a
tool that will grow in power and utility fueled
withinformation provided by everyindividual

in the boating community- volunteering via
their home computer keyboards.

Evervone concerned with gaining more
and safer whitewater would probably agree
that there is "strength in numbers" - the
morevoices we havethe better our chanceto
be heard. With the compl etionofthe new AN
website, we are hoping that there will be a
consensus among whitewater paddlers that
thereisalso"strength in information." The
faster we communicate and keep feeding
each other what we know - the safer, more
current and vigilant we can bein protecting
and increasing whitewater opportunities for
al o us. In the new millennium Mo info =
Mo’Flow.

| look forward to continuing toserve the
River Godsandworkingwiththe great Ameri-
can Whitewater membership. It is my hope
to give back alittle of what they and you all
have so generously given to me. Thanks for
your support and may your favorite water-
shed run clean and running full.

| ee Belknap

Glen Allen, Virginia

| often tell people that Whitewater sports
are not addicting. To prove the point | need
only to point to myself. After all, | quit every
Monday. After 22 years and thousands o
ClassII to VIwhitewater runs, I'm constantly
amazed that paddling never gets old.

It's hard to imagine how many o those
trips might never have happened had it not
been for the hard work o the incredible
volunteers, staff, and interns at American
Whitewater.

As a board member, I've been very much
involved in strategic planning and policy
making for the organization. AsSafety chair-
man I've been involved with all aspects of
whitewater safety including the new

1"benchmarked whitewater classification sys-

Landis Arnold

Boulder, Colorado

My first term asan AW director wasvery
interestingfor me personally. | washappy to
see many o theissuesthat arecritical tothe
paddling world findly rise to the table. My
primary aread interest is "Access," because
thisisoneareawhere problemsand opportu-
nities present themselvesat every turn. The
current Grand Canyon River Management
Plan is but one o dozens o "Regulation
Processes” which we have needed, or will

—need to approach with our full attention. -

Closer tomy home, the South Boulder Creek
(CO) FERC process. initiated communica-

tem, the Whitewater Accident Database on
thewebsite, and the Whitewater Safety Flash
Cards. I've also been involved with many
access issues including the Watauga and
JohnsCreek. Thewebsite and magazine have
been a high priority aswell.

Aswe proceed into the next millennium,
the sport will continue to grow, and so will
American Whitewater. Asa board member, |
will continue to work to maintain and build
thelink between the organization, it's mem-
bers, volunteers, and staff. Itisthissolid link
that hastaken American Whitewater towhere
itistoday, anditisthislink that will continue
to make it the best organization for
whitewater boaters anywhere.

| hope that you will vote to allow me to
continue asaboard member for the next four

tion with many of the
muni cipal water agencies.
These agencies had
deemed our paddling
across their reservoirs an
act of trespass. But, for us,
these reservoirs merely -
provided a natural exit to
river runs.

Thereisvery muchleft
to do. We need to clarify
our right to legally "navi- -
gate" the rivers that we
already paddle. Theissues
vary from state to state,
but American Whitewater
is the national organiza-
tion that should take the
lead on these issues, while
we continuetodoour tra-
ditional work in safety,
community and commu-
nication.

“years.
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What | want it to be is a magazine about
boaterslikeyou- created by boaters likeyou-
for boaterslikeyou. | want American White-
water to reflect thediversity of our member-
shivand | want it to serve asaforum for our
members. A place where you can say what
you think. | want American Whitewater to
be your magazine.

| want the magazine to be entertaining,
but, moreimportantly, | want it to promote
AW'sevents. safety, conservation, and access
agenda. And, most important of al, | want
the magazine to inspire you to get involved
in American Whitewater. Not just by send-
ing money, but by committing your talents
and energy. That's what we really need, be-
cause that's what really makes American
Whitewater tick.

Vole for Direclors

| whitewater clothing company with my hus-

band, expeditionary paddler, John Weld. Now,

| enjoy running creeks and rivers and play
boating.

| want to beamember of the AW board of

directors because | appreciate what AW has

__done for the sport of whitewater. | feel it's

time for me to join the extraordinary group
o people at AW and give something back to
thesport. In regard to AW eventsand compe-
titions, | canapply the expertise that | gained
through slalom racing to the issues facing
thesport o freestyle paddling. | sewed asan
athlete representative in the Ohio-Penn Di-
vision on the National Slalom Committee
and | also sewed on the Athlete Agreement
Disciplinary Committee.

My experience in the Olympic Slalom
movement should be valuable in directing

Bob Gedekoh

Elizabeth, Pennsylvania

My first involvement with American
Whitewater occurred about 15 yearsagowhen
someone conned meintoflipping burgers at
arainy Gauley Festival. At that time Ameri-
can Whitewater was a shoestring organiza-
tion with no professional staff and limited
financial resources. But, even then, AW had
one tremendous asset, a cadre of bright,
dynamic volunteers who were obsessed with
whitewater. As my involvementwith the or-
ganization grew, | was astonished to learn
how much these folks, scattered al over the
country, were managing to accomplish. |
wanted to be part of that team.

| have been a member of the AW Board of
Directors for more than a decade and have
been the volunteer editor o this magazine
for seven years. During that time the mem-
bership o the organization has grown tre-
mendously and we now have atalented, pro-
fessional, full-time staff working on access,
conservation and AW events. Nevertheless,
the "culture" of the organization has not
changed; AW is still primarily a volunteer-
driven organization. Most of AW's festivals
areorganized and manned by volunteers, all
of our safety work isdone by volunteers and
almost all o AW's conservation and access
victoriescan beattributed, at least in part, to
volunteer efforts. Volunteers are AW's big-
gest assets. | hope that will never change.

Editing thismagazineisalot of work but
itisalot of fun, too. Through the magazine
| have met thousandsd boatersfromall over
the country. What a motley crew you are!
Keeping thisin mind, | try to put something
in every issuefor everyone. With our limited
manpower and financial resources, | know
this magazine cannot be as slick as some of
the professionally-produced, commercial
publicationsyou see on the magazine racks.

_ Kara RuEEeI wdd

Confluence, Pennsylvania

| started paddling in 1979 in the front o
an open canoe with my dad on the
Y oughiogheny Riverinthe
town where | grew up-

Confluence, Pennsylvania.

““thefuture o rodeo paddling. It goeswithout
saying that asaserious recreational paddler,
| am also interested in the conservation and
access issues concerning the nation'srivers.
| would be honored tojointheboardand | am
ready to giveatremendousamount of energy
to American Whitewater.

Thenextyear my Dad built
me my own kayak and |
discovered slalom racing.
A few years later my par-
ents bought Riversport
Paddling School and pad-
dling pretty much con-
sumed our lives. Not long
thereafter | made the US
Teamand became National
Champion.

Whileracing | traveled
and paddled al over the
world. Almost four years
ago | retired from compe-
tition and started Immer-
sion  Research, a

JennieGoldberg

Seattle, Washington

| started paddling 20 years ago and over
theyears my life has cometo revolvearound
water. | lovewhitewater kayakingand slalom
racingaswell ascanoetripping. | swiminthe
morning beforework. | work asawater qual-
ity specialist for the City of Seattle where |
manage the electric utility's water quality
compliance program. Previously | worked on
developing pollution prevention programs
for storm water runoff for the City. And,
when the day is through, | even sleep on a
waterbed.

Water is an important aspect o my life.

Because | spend so much time around, in,
and on water, | feel strongly committed to
ensuring therewill always be plenty of clean
and free-flowing water across the United
States. That's why I'm interested in serving
on the AW Board o Directors.

I would bring my years of experienceasa
board memberwithvarious nonprofit groups,
including the RiversCouncil of Washington,
to assist AW as it continues growing into a
cohesive organization and politicaly effec-
tive advocate for rivers. See you at the river
on the water!
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Vote for Directors

M ary DeRiemer

Lotus, California

My name is Mary Hayes

DeRiemer and | am honored to be

Chudk Edes

Oak Ridge, Tennessee

Thisisan exciting time of
growth and opportunity for
American Whitewater. |
would like to continue serv-
ing on the Board to help AW
focus on our core mission
areas o conservation, access
and safety. | have 20 years of
whitewater experience with
creeks and wilderness rivers
as my favorite runs.

AW's protection of
whitewater riversall over the
country has been phenom-
enal and | would like to con-
tinue the work, especially in
the Cumberland Plateau and
in the Smokies. As our sport
grows, AW must provide ef-
fectivecommunicationtools,
so | will support our excellent
journal and ever-expanding web page. Our
membership efforts should focus on our af-

ChrisKall

Liverpool, New York

Thank heavensthe AW board and staff is
filled with so many dedicated and respon-
sibleindividualswilling to shoul der the bur-
den o critical access, safety and conserva-
tion issues. That has allowed me to poke
around the periphery of theorganization for
the past 15yearsdoing most of thefun stuff.

| annually schedule releases on the Bot-
tom Moose and Beaver Rivers, organize the
Black, Moose and Beaver Fests, represent
private boaters' concerns on the Black, run

nominated tothe AW Board o Direc-
tors. Whitewater has profoundly
shaped my life. At age 23 | left a
nursing supervisor position to fol-
low the call of the river. I've never
looked back. The river provided me
withlifelessons, respect, health, won-
der and awe. The river continues to
be my livelihood. Through teaching
and guiding for the last 20 years, |
have shared this passion for rivers
with many folks. I'd like to contrib-
ute my time and energy as a board
member o AW because | believe |
can help the organization meet its
goals.

filiates, eventsand web page. |
will domy best to enhancethe
effectiveness o our regional
coordinators and other vol-
unteers. Our river festivals,
rodeos and races are exciting
eventsand a great way to in-
crease the public's awareness
ofwhitewater sport. Moreim-
portantly, they areagreatway
for the public to learn about
AW’s river accessand conser-
vation efforts.

I would especialy like to
work with the Safety Com-
mittee to promote safe boat-
ing practices, utilizing our
journal, web page and other
forums. With changesin boat
designandequipmentandthe
dramaticincreaseinthenum-
ber of whitewater boaters on
the river, AW hasan opportu-
nity and an obligation to dis-
seminate information regarding safe boat-
ing techniques and rescue practices.

the Gauley Fest Silent Auction, coordinate
the New York Home Rivers Program and
write a bunch d articles for the journal. It
hasn't exactly been hard labor —what | dofor
AW mostly requires that | boat alot of days,

hang out with paddlers and drink beer at-|

festivals. But, hey— doall thosethingswell.

And if reelected, T'll continue to fulfill
those duties. Come to think d it—if not
reelected, I'll still volunteer for those jobs.
But please votefor me anyway —if the Board
is composed exclusively o serious
candidates...thefunstuffwill never get done!

Lwn Axoock

Hico, WV & Roanoke, VA

| have been awhitewater open boater and
involvedinriverwork for morethan15years.
f prefer creek boating, and some of my favor-
itesinclude the Upper Yough (MD),Watauga
(NC),Cranberry (WV), and John's Creek (VA).

Most recently agreat deal of my time has
beenspentworkingwith AWAand the Coastal
Canoeists purchasing and developing a new

| take-out for John's Creek. Continued efforts

are needed on this project, since a local
landowner had a paddler arrested for tres-
passing, and is claiming his property rights
were bestowed by a King's Grant. The cur-
rent issue is now one of property ownership
and the definition of navigability. Ateam has
been compiled towork at restoringaccessfor
paddiers to the white water of John's Creek.
The effort is being coordinated by AWA, and
theteam consists of legal experts, surveyors,
conservationists, and local boaters. Thereis
muchwork tobedoneand | am committed to
assist AWA accordingly.

Prior to the "John's Creek Project” and
adopting/finishraising our Nieceand Nephew,
| was very active in the Coastal Canoeists
Club, which is primarily a VA/NC paddling
club. I served on the Board of Directors for
many years including the capacity of Secre-
tary and Cruise Chairman. For more than
four years, | scheduled weekly club trips for
all boating levels.

As a Director, | will continue to contrib-
ute my energy and time towards the goal of
boating, protectingand preserving our wild
rivers.

B .'-r ﬁ;ﬁ""‘ '-1'-:
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SheryD.Olson

+Cumming, Georgia

Gaining and maintaining river access is
f-one o most important purposes AWA can
" serve for its membership and the paddlers of
America. If elected as a Board Member, |

would like to use my skills as a real estate
__lawyer and negotiator to future this cause.
Having run a small business (law firm) for
| the past 6 years, | know how to get things
done. Implementation and organization are
| two o my strongest attributes.

I've been paddling since 1984; however,
my first real experiencewith AWA started the
~first weekend of the Tallulah River Releases
in 1997 when | volunteered to help with
T _Lregistration. Through this process, | have

1 beenactiveintheTallulah Releasesand AWA.
alulahisatrue River Accesssuccess story
| have been on the AW Board of Direc- . for AWA, and asaBoard Member, | would like

torssince the mid-80s and for much of that .._use the Tallulah Releases asa model to gain
time had the privileged servingas Secretary ._access through the Hydropower Dam
to the Board and asa member o the Execu- ._Relicensing Process to more rivers. Last
tive Committee. During that time AW has __March, | atended the Hydropower Reform
grown froma 1,500 member, easternoriented .._Coalition Symposium to learn more about
boating organization with asingle part-time _this process.
staff person to an 8,000-member national

Bab Glanville

Boston, New York

T The Tallulah Releases is also an "Event"

conservation organization with a staff of six _SUcCess story as the releases have gained
full-time professionals. Accordingly, | am ._AWA much recognition and increased mem-
well acquainted with both AW'saccomplish- ..Dership. Events which AWA sponsors or
ments and the challengesfacing the organi- __Participates are a means for voicing AWA’s
zation. _M|$On. )
Through the efforts of itsstaff anda . AsaBoard Member, | would also like to
highly dedicated and energetic volunteer ,_Use My past fund raising experience to tap
Board of Directors, AW has become the most _._INto new recourses for funding AWA’s Mis-
effective organization in the country advo- __Sion. Kayakingisthe latest marketing craze.
cating for the preservation o our scarce ..Most car commercials have either a boat on
whitewater resources and securing boater
access to those waters. This has entailed
vigorous participation in hydro relicensing
projectsthroughout the nation and involve-
ment in litigation relating to the right o the | piease indicate your approval or disapproval and return
public to navigate rivers traversing private — g American Whitewater
property. | have been involved in some of the N P.0.Box 636
relicensingwork in New York State, particu- "__| Margaretville, NY 12455
larly asit relatesto the Salmon, Beaver and ‘—l
Racquette rivers. In each case, we have se-
cured significant recreational whitewater
releases that have benefited many paddiers.
| have al so been involved in a number
o lawsuitsin New York and elsewhere, that
have either preserved or expanded the right I The following two changes to American Whitewater's
o boaterstonavigate riversrunningthrough Constitution have been approved by the hoard of directors
private lands, to gain access to navigable N in 1999. Per the Constitution, we are providing this ballot
waters, or to resist efforts to close rivers to for your vote. Please check the appropriate box for
navigation during times o highwater. | was | [l approval or disapproval.
alsoinstrumental inestablishingandadmin-

_ !Ame_rican Whita/\_/ater Board

general membership to be named to the Board. Ballots
must be postmarked by February 20, 2000.

3 Changesto
American Whitewater Congtitution

St for Directo .

1oL DirectorsElection Ballot__ =222 20

Gandidates require a minimum of 50% approval from the | Chuck Estes

? :

top of roof racks or someone running awa-
terfall. Corporatesponsorship could helpAWA
fund many more Accessand Event projects.
Although I've been paddling for 15years
(10tandem and 5 solo), I'm still what AWA
classifies as an Intermediate Paddler. Not
being athrill seeker, my greatest passion is
the wilderness experience o Class I-II1
whitewater rivers. Once ayear, my husband
and | take off for an expedition to some
isolated river hundreds of miles away from
"progress” and "population” to regain our
sanity. Weekend tripsto our local rivers has
reinforced my desireto protect these natural
recourses asan AWA Board Member.
Whether or notyou votefor me, consider
the Mission of AWA and GET INVOLVED!

Approve ’Disapnro_ﬁ

Lvnn Avcock
y

[Mary DeRiemer |

Jennie Goldberg |
Barry Grimes

SherryD.Olson || 1
[ —

istering AW's insurance program and fre-

1 1. Proposed Change (Section 5, Paragraph 3): The Board of Directors shall be assisted

> L :I by a 6t five--member Executive Committee composed of the President, Vice-president,
quently contributetoanassessmentd liabil- Secretary, Treasurer, and the Executive Director for the organization. Explanation: The
ity risks associated with AW activities. | ask Board has approved adding the Treasurer to the Executive Committee. |
for your support in providing me with an T ] 2 Proposed Change (Section 10, Paragraph1): Directors shall hold"office for a term of = |
opportunity tocontinuetocontribute toAW's Tour4] three (3) years. Explanation: To allow increased diversity and turnover on the
important mission. f Board.

JWrW or gender reference

=
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October Whispers

|
By Ken Strickland

twasthreeweeksagowhen

| first heard it. | was fed

ing my way through the
darkness o the basement,
searchingfor theoutsidedoor
that was my gate to an early
morning run. As | opened the
door, it creaked in protest as
doorswill sometimes do. Ye,
there was another sound as
well; asound that | can only
describe as a whisper.
seemed to faintly say,

"It will soon...”

But thewordstrailed avay unintelligibly
when aslight breeze swirled by and rattled a
mound o dead leaves. | paused and listened—
cupping my hands near my ears— but there
was nothing more. | closed the door behind
me and ran out to greet the dawn.

It happened again last weekend. | had
awakened early in order to prepare and load
my paddling gear for ariver trip. Asl bumped
through the dark basement, the whispers
floated out of the darkness and sent cold
chills up my spine. As | groped for the
lightswitch | heard,

"It will soon be...”

Two hundred watts of incandescence
erased thedarknessand the whispers ceased.
I looked tothefar dark cornerwherethe voice
seemed to have come from, but there was
nothing morethan alongwooden dowel with
the sundry garb o winter's past hanging
from it. But, this time there had been no
doubt in my mind; | had heard something
mysterious that | could not explain. | ner-
vously continued to load my paddling gear,
stopping on occasion to listen— holding my
breath— but there was nothing more.

Our whitewater trip wasasall such trips
should be: paddling challenging whitewater
inabeautiful, natural setting. Therewasanip
of fal intheair, noticeable when the bends d-
the river took usinto the shadows. Overhead
and still attached to their provider's thin
fingers, leaves with tints of yellow and red
fluttered inthebreeze, testingtheirwingsfor
an upcoming flight. My core-temp top felt
good as the waves broke over the bow of my

kayak, sending crisp sheets of water onto my
bare arms and into my face. | also felt those
small but chilly streams of water that had
breached the security of my spray cover.
They seem toawaysfind thosewarm, hidden
reaches o one's anatomy wherethey're least
welcomed.

This morning | arose early in order to
check the temperature. As | peered through
the window, feathery etchings on the pane
framed the thermometer. A skinny 26 de-
grees smiled back at me. "Burrrr...” | said,
thinking about the day ahead. Betterget it all

== together; /77 need a little more warm gear

than last week. | opened the door to the
basement then paused as | looked down the
steps that led into the dark gulf. Everything
| needed was down there ... where the whis-
perswere. With the resolvethat | feel at the
top o adifficult rapid, | took that first step. |
hadn't journeyed far when | felta presence...
watching me. | stumbled through the mixed
shadows df nightand dawnandwasstill some
distancefromthelight switchwhenthewhis-
pers began,

"It will soon be...”

| wheeled around in thedirection of the
whispers just in time to see a headless and
legless shade flying toward me from out of
the darkness ...

"MY TIME!"™

| wastaken by surpriseashandlessarms
wrapped around me. In aterrific strugglewe
fell to thefloor. The creature soon engulfed
mewith itsvery form aswefought! | kicked
and punched to no avail. | felt tight grips
uponeach o mywrists— tenacious, strength-
sapping constrictions— andthen it began to
choke me! | could feel theveinsin my neck

bulging and my face becoming red ... then
the shadows became darker ... ever darker ...
and | passed out.

Woosh! | came to with ajolt asthefirst

large wave slapped me in the face with its -

iciness. Then another and another followed
in quick succession! Gosh, where did my
summer wages go? | thought, as | paddlied
downstream and slid into the shadowed eddy
near alarge wave. As| took my place in line
withthefront-surfers gathered there, abare-
iarmed La@kﬂ_LQQKed..at.m_e_an.d_lglged “Hey,
I've gol a aoreen door |
drytop®™ As Z".l;.' died ab the !l|..| 1 v 'n
| msommeniandy comsidered his
boaked at the goose -ba WIS
arms and Lughed, “Na 1 Thas

ber in the mountam
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A Paddler Looks
at Snovvhnanding

"Grateful" Ed Ditto

InMainethey havethisthing called "win-
ter," which is when certain temperature-
sensitive portions of the male anatomy bur-
row and hidefor five monthsand riversturn
into that cold solid stuff that you useto chill
beer. | was astonished to discover that in
Maine in February water doesn't flow
downhill...it just laysaround in piles! But, it
was my discovery that kayaking was impos-
sible in the absence of flowing water, which
directed my attention towards other pur-
suits. | am very proud to report that thereare
other sports in which one may participate
when conditionsaren't ideally suited for pad-
dling.

No, I mean it! I've seen it with my own
two eyes.

For example, there is a sport they call
"snowboarding." You might think that this
would involvesnow andaboard of somesort,
but you'd beleaving out an important ingre-
dient: lots and lots of cash! It works some-
thing like this...

First, you find someone in Maine who
ownsanoldfarmhouseand knowshow to buy
bagels. Youwrite amassive check to"Frond's
Bed and Breakfast," and you're al set with
lodging for the weekend. You now have a
place to leave al your spare clothes, except
thatyouwon't haveany spareclothesbecause
it'swinterinMaineand you will have towear
every stitch of clothing you own! Youd be
amazed at how much body heat you retain if
you stuff your thongwith Kleenex...andyou'll
raise eyebrows at the ski shop!

Yes, your next stop on theway to the ski
resort is the ski shop. You're not actualy
buying skis here, but you want to make sure
you have agood coating of wax onthebottom
of your snowbhoard, and you have to have this
coating of waxinstalled by apro. I'm not sure
what kind of wax this is...bee's, ear, or Mr.
Zog'sSex, butitiscrucial becauseitisslicker
than eel snot and you wouldn't want to be
careening wildly down avertical sheet of ice
unlessyouwere standing onsomethingslicker
than eel snot.

You might think that's kind of weird, but
what do you know? Nothing, which is why
you should send your wife to take skiing

lessons after you get to the slopes. You could
teach her yourself, except for two facts: 1)
You have no idea how to ski, and 2) alimony
sucks. Better to pay a ski bunny named
"Bunny" amassive check, and shetakesyour
wife off to"ski school" and teaches her how
to giggle.

Now you're ready to snowhoard, except
that you have to buy a lift ticket first! You
guessed it...yet another massive check...and
thenyou find the nearest "lift line," which is
a lot like a long line o people standing
around on eel snot. Eventually you getintoa
little basket and ride up to the top of the
mountainwhile suspended from asteel cable
that looks asif it might twaang loosein the
fierce arctic wind blasting you in your
Kleenex-insulated butt. You might hear that
somewhere on the mountain is alift where
yourideinaheated boxcar...possibly calleda
"ganjala"...but you'll never find it.

It's possible that you'll have a hit o
trouble getting doff the lift at the top, but if
you should fal down, don't worry...you can
alwayscushion your fal onthe piled people
who fell down before you got there. Once
you've extricated yourself from that tangle,
you have to sit down on the snow (grateful
for theKleenex inyour thong) and buckleon
your snowboard. And then you're ready! To
sit in the lodge and drink hot buttered rum.

But no! There is a whole mountain
between you and that rum. And unfortu-
nately, this is where your checkbook fails
you. You could offer the lift operators a
hundred million billion dollars, and they
still wouldn't carry you down the mountain
inasedan chair. Y ou're committed. You have
to Take The Plunge.

Now pay attention! There is one key
techniquein thissport. Youmuststay “onan
edgel" "Ontheedged hysteria' and"Onthe
edge of a nervous alcoholic breakdown" do
not qudify. Since you're standing sideways
onaboard, you have to keep yourweight on
the edge under your toes or on the edge
under your heelsin order to maintain proper
balance. Complicating matters is the fact
that you want to keep your weight on the
edgethat's uphill, because if you dig in your

downhill edge, you will fall down hard enough
to crack the mountain. And your arctic-
blasted butt!

Which is why you'll notice that
snowboarding down a mountain isalot like
throwing yourself onahardwood floor all day
long. At speed! With hypothermial Sober!
Poor! So as you work your way down to the
lodge and that rum, you'll need to remember
three things:

1) Farts do not have lumps. That's just
your snowboard sticking out of there. Get up
and try again.

2) Pain is good. You can feel the painin
your broken tailbone because your neck is
not snapped. Get up and try again.

3) This is fun, dammit. Get up and try
again.

Afterafull day of snowboarding, you'll be
ready to collect your wife and move to the
surface of thesun, or hell, or someplace even
warmer. So you stop at the lodge after you
learn that Bunny invited your wife to the
end-of-day "Ski School Wine And Cheese
Party,” which is a bunch of people sitting
around ontheir sorebuttsguzzling wineand
getting too buzzed to stagger to the cheese
tray.

This is where you make an interesting
discovery. Note that "hot buttered rum" and
"wine and cheese" have an important com-
mon ingredient: fat! Andwhy isfat soimpor-
tant, you may ask? Well, if you were three
snowboards acrossat the hipsandyoufell on
your ass al day, you wouldn't notice! You'd
have plenty o padding! So in order to
snowhboard properly, youshould drink plenty
of rum and wine and eat plenty of hot but-
tered cheese. Thenyou'll begoodtogo. ToSt.
Thomas, | mean, where you can sweat those
unsightly pounds away on the beach.

It is no accident that rum comes from
tropical countries. Like Vitamin C, rum is
fat-soluble. Which iswhy | recommend that
if you're going to go snowboarding, you
should make sure that you have plenty o
cash, and you should invest it in a tropical
vacation. Or in a new kayak.
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Richard Carson 1969-1999

By Elmore Holmes

WS AN Ok ORI AR ITHET TN arid
Richand had agread 1o be at my house

LS T AT DI T LUl Fl il
B 1

Lo

L-f._“.,,
-

dresrland
whien Lhi
-'il' & (1l Iy Tl
“sorrv. | oversdepl,
rengineed 8 Bril &
v Bhad 1l was some

of e Lo under

vy Fgar your plioneg remging

.
| prolested

laved ot rather nle [ast mighl. Bat | m st 1 ke £ paddle

1
il WiFEU _II :'
o, [l

e iise around seven

1 @&arly March andgd wi

I 4
wmie i reganrd as the worsl Boal |

|
i abl. | hagl plenty ol ressons i

Back: Forest above and rock
below lrame Richard Cason's
descent of Iran Ring on the
Upper Ganley in 1994.

Inset: Richard does a dance al
the Litile River Canyon Take-
il

Photos by Elmare Holmes
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Rotors spinning, Richerd Carson tumbles doan
Humpty Dumy in the Litle River Cayon in 1995.

"Hurry up and get over here," | told the
limey scoundrel.

We wasted little time making the trek
across north Mississippi and Alabama and
shortly after noon we were dragging our
boats downthesteep put-intrail. Likeevery-
thing else about him, Richard's appearance
on the river was unusual. His boat was a
purple Topolino, which in '95 was much
shorter than anything else on the market.
His headgear was a bombproof motorcycle
helmet with face guard. Richard himself was
not abig guy—56" or so, 135 pounds. When
hedonned hishoat and gear heresembled an
aquatic cousin of Barney.

Considering Richard's choice of such a
stable boat and protective headgear, one
might get the impression that he was an
excessively cautiousriver-runner, but hewas
infact quitetheopposite. Richardapproached
big whitewater with a distinctively cavalier
enthusiasm — afoolhardy approach, perhaps,
but | believeit was an expression of Richard's
carefree, happy-go-lucky disposition, rather
than the result of macho insecurity.

This Little River Canyon neophyte was
obviously the more relaxed o our twosome
that day. While I nervously wobbled my way
downstream, Richard immersed himself in
theriver asthough he had been born o the
springsthatfedit. Richard's seat-of-the-pants
style was most apparent at Pinball, the most
difficult rapid on theriver. Ajumble d huge
boulders divides the river into severa slots,
ofwhichonly the one ontherightisrunnable.
From upstream the correct route is by no
meansobviousandeventhough! knewwhich
slottorun, | felt it necessary to eddy out and
scout the violent, twisting drop below.

As | did so, | called to Richard, who had
paddled on seemingly oblivious to the mael-
strom ahead. But he either could not or
would not hear me and he disappeared over
thesmall entrancefalls before | could pop my
skirt. Alarmed, | grabbed my rope and

scrambled over the rocks toward what | was
certain would be a situation of dire emer-
gency. T fully expected to see Richard in the
clutches of a monster hole, or stuffed be-
neath an undercut rock, or wedged into a
boulder sieve, or pinned broadsidein one of
the narrow slots.

When | crested thefinal boul der obstruct-
ing my downstream view, all | saw wasa boat,
in an eddy, at the bottom o the drop, with
Richard in it, hissmilingface beaming at me
from deep inside the motorcycle mask.

| managed to relax for therest o therun,
knowing that Richard didn't need my help
getting downtheriver. Wereachedthemouth
d the canyon minutes before nightfall (of
course), and we headed back to Memphis,
and our respective lives.

| didn't see Richard for several months,
but occasionally | would getwind o hislatest
paddling adventure. That sum-
mer, Lanier and | and several
friends traveled to Colorado,
where an enormous snowpack
had produced record water lev-
elsthat gave usal the paddling
excitement we could handle.
Whilethere,weheard that Rich-
ard had visited |daho with a few
o hisfriendsand runthe North
Fork o the Payette at a level
high in the thousands o cubic
feet per second.

Back intheEast, Richard and
| got together for an Ocoee run
now and then. One weekend we
ran the Russdl Fork and the
North Fork of the French Broad,
but in general our paths rarely
crossed.

In the meantime, | pursued

my passtorfor paddtingwith oth-
morbé Lﬁlfmdutar_dlﬁ

straight IT the Forili Fork of the Fayefic
eager tofind out what all thefusswasabout.
Tagging along withagroup d locals, | imme-

diately found out what the fuss was about.
Thewater of the North Fork Payette ishuge;
at thesametime, the riverbed is steep, tech-
nical, and rocky. For thefirst half-mile of the
run, | felt | wassimply hanging on, not really
incontrol. In Nutcracker, thesecond or third
rapid on the river, | got thrashed in the
biggest hole | have ever seen, and | did some-
thing | have done perhaps only one other
timein my life: | walked off the river.

After that summer, | don't think | ever
saw Richard again. Occasionally | would ask
other St. Jude employeesif hewasstill living
in Memphisand they would say, "Yeah, he's
around, but he's busy at work." If Richard
was doing any paddling, he wasn't doing it
with anybody | knew.

Richard died on August 14 of thisyear. A
big and powerful, yet steep and technical
river wasthescened hisundoing: theNorth
Fork of the Payette. The man accompanying
him that day said he became stuck in a
gigantic holeina rapid called Nutcracker.

Richard came out df his boat in a daze—
perhapsfrom ablow to the head, although it
had seemed that the helmet he wore could
have protected him from an atomic explo-
sion. | can only wonder whether his fatal
dance with the hole was the result of his
nonchalant river-running style.

The sport of paddling is populated with
al manner of characters— people who look
funny, people who paddlefunny, peoplewho
say and dofunny things. Richard was unique
inthat he seemed to personify a// the oddball
characteristics. My experienceswith Richard
were brief but whimsical, and | am grateful
that several moments of his short life were
spent with me.

Ridad Carson, |eft, enjoysa rdai
Mamphis padder Gre_:; Raymond in
on fhe lower Gauley River in 1994.

momett with
Beet Hde
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1t'sAll About Local flavor

| —
By Sam McLamb

We pulled into the remote gasstation in
aonestoplight town on our way to the local
play spot. Questioningwhy thereeven wasa
stoplight, we stumbled out o the car and
pushed where the sign said pull. Once in-
side, a muscular man in a cut up tee shirt
stepped out of the back with a beaming
smile.

"You goin’ whitewaterin'
again! Shoot, them's rough
waterswhereyou're
headed. Y ou college boys
arenutd Did | ever tdl
you about thetime...”

I it Pays | Won't Do I

We stood there in shock as the stranger
wove a story of hisvisit to our school on a
party weekend. Thiswas one o those tradi-
tional weekendswhentheentirecampusand
surrounding community, professorsand all,
became inebriated and celebrated for dayson
end. One dof those weekends when someone
ended up riding a mounted moose head in
oned thefrat houses, celebratingtheir birth-
day wearing only what had been poured on
them. Yes that would be the very same
house that our new friend had stumbled
into, looking for the next keg and finding
instead a shocking view o a very different
world. What we had thought humorous had
left him horrified.

While most stories I've heard in out-of-
the-way placeson theway to theriver do not
involve my alma mater, too many of these
stories, sharing worlds and perspectives, are

disappearing. Or rather, they are becoming
harder to find.

Lank and Nick's, The Dillard House,
Rose's Hideaway, Glisson's. You probably have
not heard o these places unless you are a
local- or you take the road less traveled
through the east. Too often boaters pass by
these kinds o places. Instead they seek out
the certainty of what the Wendy's Spicy
Chicken Filet Combo (Combo #6) will be
like. They think that by dodging the "local
places" they can avoid the stares, occasional
bad food and sermons by old ladies deter-
mined to save their souls.

But after awhile, Combo #6 becomes just
what it is. Generic. Not just thefood, but the
experience. While you may get to choose
whether it isdrive through or dine-in, regu-
lar or "Super Biggie," it's going to be the

Same. continued page 84 -

By Chris Kelly
AWA Board Member

At our annual Gauley Fest meeting, the
AW board o directors discussed several d
the organizations' recent successes. It was
clear to al o us that none o these would
have been possible without the dedication
and hard work of committed volunteers. In
order to share these successes and the effort,
which brought them to fruition, we decided
to establish a volunteer recognition section
in the Journal.

The name of this new column, which
appearsabove, isaquotefrom DaveSteindorf.
Dave,workingwith histroopsfromtheChico
Paddleheads, became thefoca point of AW’s
successful campaign to reestablish boating
on the North Fork of California's Feather
River. Davetook timeaway from hiswifeLisa
and daughter Molly tolearn the complexities
d the relicensing process to organize and
coordinate volunteers for flow studies and
negotiate with the power company for the
releases. When California boaters enjoy the
beautiful North Fork o the Feather, please
giveatip d the helmet to Daveand the Chico
Paddleheads.

Across the continent boaters had been
enjoying the Class V drops of Tennessee's
Watauga River until two years ago, when a
new owner closed access to the traditional
take-out. After AW bought a small parcel of
property, Bob Tonnies of Gray, TN got to
work coordinating the construction and

maintenance o the new
take-out. Bob worked
with members of the Ap-
palachian Paddling En-
thusiasts (APES), notably Dewey Fuller who
worked on the road and John Heffernan, who
arranged for the survey, and members of the
Western Carolina Paddlers and their fearless
leaders Chris Bell and Leland Davis. With
Bob's guidance they were able to design the
signs, construct the staircase and changing
screen, and maintain good relationswith the
neighbors. So, when your boat is pinned in
Stateline Falls and you are walking out, re-
member Bob Tonnies.

The Arkansas Canoe Club has chalked
uptwosignificantvictoriesin the pastyear for
Ozark paddlers. During the most recent ses-
sion of the Arkansas Legislature several bills
were introduced which would have limited
accessto Ozarkwhitewater streamswhichare
"frequently paddled." Thiswould have elimi-
nated dl thelittle creeksand probably had an
impact on such Ozark jewelsas the Cossetot
Riverand Richland Creek. The ACC responded
quickly and professionaly to this threat by
mobilizing a large group of knowledgeable
volunteers to evaluate the legislation, lobby
the members, and work with like-minded or-
ganizations. They eventualy convinced the
sponsor towithdraw thelegislation. Speaking
as a former legislator who was tangentially
involved in the effort, | found it to be an

impressive performance.

Another serious
threat to Ozark boating
arose in conjunction with
the relicensing of the
Remmel Dam on the
OuachitaRiver. The Ouachita,aClass | and I1
stream west of Little Rock, has a wonderful
ledge at Malvern that, with releases, provides
regularsummer play water for drought-weary
Ozark paddlers. Walter Felton, immediate
past president of the ACC, wasableto secure
a position on the Applicant Prepared Envi-
ronmental Assessment Team and isworking
to secure regular releases severa times a
week for recreational purposes. As o this
writing is appears that the releases will be
included in the final plan. Walter, current
ACC president Dave Robertson and theentire
membership of the ACC deservethethanksof
al who paddle in the Ozarks.

Anyone reading this column will be
abletoidentify dozensdf other peoplewhose
serious contributionshavenotyet been men-
tioned. Please dosoand send metheir names.
We want to let you know how your fellow
paddlersare contributing tothefuture of our
sport.

Send your suggestions (individual vol-
unteers or paddling clubs) to me at: Chris
Kelly,3201Rodeo Drive, Columbia, MO65203
or ckellyl022@aol .com.
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In Desert Solitaire, Edward Abbey wrote
that Americans were becoming detachedfrom
nature, increasingly VIEWINg our National
Parks through the safety

way patrolman i pass, But tired, sore, and
relaxed is often the best condition for soak-
inginthelocal flavor. Coincidentally, thisis
the state | usualy find my-

glass of the modern ve-
hicle, always pushing for
moreand faster highways.
| havecometorealizethat
this has led not only to
detachment from nature,
butfromother people, per-
spectives, and idess. It is
al to easy to ignore the
world at 70 milesan hour.
But, think about it. Every
onethatyou passhastheir
own set of storiesand ad-
ventures. And more than
likely,they haveal otmore
information about their
home communities than
your Gazetteer.
Traveling, beitfor pad-
dling, climbing, or any- k-
thing else, is by its nature an adventure.
While the road takes you to new places, it
takes you by mamw other mew people and
ideas as well. Too often | find myself in &
frenzy racing to a river several hours away,
surely pushing the tolerance o every high-

sdf inafter afull day of play-
ing on ariver.
Conversationscanleadto
so much, from invaluable
information ontake-outs, to
hot chocolate on acold, wet
day, to simply building bet-
ter relations with an impor-
tant community. These ex-
changes are well worth the
extraeffort of travellingona
twolane road and taking the
time to extend a listening

| never learned the name
o themanatthegasstation.
He shared his stories and
hospitality. We shared our
timeandfriendly exchanges.

One day, on our way to
another river adventure, he
gave ys a taste of the perk loin that he was
grilling behind the store. “Now fellas, | bet
you've never had anything like this before.”

Though all of us had, we didn't let on. Talk |

about loca flavor!

& Featuring: The World Record Freefall
Waterfall Descent! Shannon Carroll
drops 78 on Sahalie Falls.

+ Tao Berman cascades 100+ feet on the Rio

5
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~ Big
alls and
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amous places fo
paddie in Colorado. We
know that you've always
wanted to paddle these
spots and the Boulder
Outdoor Center will take 1

=

El Salto. _you there. Whether you are

a beginner wanting to learn
to boat or an expert looking |
to find the best spots in
Colorado,BOChas atrip |
for you. Call today and
carve out your piece of
Colorado Whitewater.
Tours of Colorado
Rivers and all of your
boating needs in the hearf |
of the Rockies.

# BJ Johnson threads through the narrow
| 80 ft. gorge on the NF Slate River.

8 ¢ Plus "play the river" freestyle action never
| before seen!

Over The Edge is the third in the line of
kayaking's best entertainment videos.

" Fallin’ Down  Wet Ones  Over the Edge
Collect all three!

Available at Falling Down Productions 1800
Kayak66. Send $24.95 plus $4.00 shipping

and handling to FDP PO Box 242 Lansing,
WV 25862.

Go Over the Edge with

Another Falling Down Production!
Presented by BALZOUT!

Maine ¢ North Carolina # Colorado + Washington + Oregon + British Columbia e, West Virginia ¢ Mexico
= ——— o
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nd one of the best ever
soundtracks by:
Jirnrnie's Chicken Shack
Nectar

Martini Brothers
Anti-Heros

2510 N. 47th Boulder, CO
Steel Pterodactyl

800-DO-HYDRO 303.444.8420
Surf@BOCI23.com and
http://www.BOC123.com
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Searching tor e =Gee'Spot

Video Review

 —
By Greg Akins

As might be expected, Corran Addison
takes an unorthodox approach to instruc-
tionalvideoswiththejust released Searching |
for the "Gee" Spot.

Aimed at the advanced intermediate ro-
deoboater, or anadvanced kayaker just |earn-
ing rodeotechniques, thisvideodemonstrates
al thelatest moves. Corran delivers instruc-
tional commentary from a studio. Filmed
examples and three dimensional computer
graphics provide visua support for his in-
struction.

This format is effective in applying the
"first tell — then show — then practice”
philosophy o learning/teaching. Corran
makes it clear from the start that he doesn't
expect anyoneto become a superstar boater
just from watching this film. Consequently,
the moves are reviewed quickly, allowing a

greater range o tricks than a more detailed

video might have. Probably, the best way to
learn from thisvideo isto focus on a section
at atime: watch the"Double Pump" section,
go practice, repeat as needed.

Corran'sinstructionsaregenerally simple
tofollow. Hetypically describes amoveonce
and lets thevisuals do the rest. Beyond this,
while Corran is describing the moves, he
conveysanattitudethat describesrodeo boat-
ing as the most fun anyone can have in a
kayak. Watchingthisvideo shouldmakeeven
thestodgi est boater ahole-loving, end-throw-
ing, fun-hog.

If Corran's attitude doesn't do the trick,
the filming that accompanies the commen-
tary will. It isfantastic.

Corran has mentioned in other media
that hisfirst loveissurfing. Tothat end there
isabundant footage of hugesurfwavesonthe
Ottawaand in British Columbia. Of course,
there isalso plenty of hole riding, flatwater
moves and big drop tricks for appeal to any
taste. Long after the video outlivesits useful -
ness as an instructional film, the footage of

“Twiteh” Spotlights North American Daredevils

Video Review

e
By Greg Akins

When | was 9 or 10 years old the kids |
hung out with were preoccupied with throw-
ing themselves off buildings. Y outhful fear-
lessness coupled with immature cognitive
functionsenabled us to engagein this reck-
less pursuit. First Jeff came to school brag-
ging about adaring plummet from the top of
his parents' one-story ranch. The next day
Tony checked in, confident he had set the
new standard with a plunge from atwo-story
window. Finally, a kid named Scott iced the
cakewith the unbeatablefeat o hurling him-
sdf from athird-story roof. That last accom-
plishment was barely believable until 1 saw
the new videofrom Eric Link and Video Link
Productions, Twitch.

TaoBerman, Gavin Murdoch, Ben Selznick
and Marco Collela play the roles of modern
day buildingjumpers. Fortunately, thejumps
are from huge, ugly waterfalls, rather than
man made structures. Following a route
through the United States, Canada and
Mexico, these boys launch themselves into
huge flooded western rivers, gnarly holesin
Canada and 100 foot staggered drops in
Mexico.

Thehighlight of thisvideoisnot so much

theskill o the boaters, but rather the mon-

strosity of thewhitewater they ventureinto.
Some o the runs included are well known
frequently paddled rivers. However, there
arealso anumber of first descentsand some
high water runs that are, I'm sure, well
beyondwhat thetypica ClassV boaterwould
tackle. Included aredescents of Upper North
Fork o the Skykomish, Montana's Big Tim-
ber Creek, White PineCreek and other, mostly
northwestern, rivers. The Rogueand Ottawa
represent Canada. A healthy dose of Mexican
rivers including the Santa Maria, Cascados
Micos and Saltofill thelast third of thevideo.
The highlight o this Mexican paddling isa
first descent of a75+ feetvertical droponthe
RioTomato that isclaimed asaworld record.

Atfirst | wasalittle put-off by thisvideo,
but after watching it afew timesit started to

AN EENENE NN NENENENNENNENENRNEH;NHESHNSH;RHNEREHSESESRSESH:ERJESR}E]

Corran freewheeling off 20 foot dropswill be

fun to watch.

The greatest breakthrough o this film,
however, isthe computer graphics. Preston
Holmes provided innovative computer ani-
mations, and the advanced computer tech-
nology fitswell with the cutting edge rodeo.
Rather than just showing the movement of
the kayak throughout a specific trick, the
torso rotation of the paddler and the place-
ment d the paddle are clearly shown. While
watching alive paddler practice movesthere
is often some uncertainty about the exact
paddle strokes being used, the computer ani-
mation removes this guess work and sowly
describes every nuance of performing even
the most advanced moves.

This video is a bit too advanced for a
beginner boater. Some basic skillsshould be
practiced beforetrying these more advanced
moves. Corran suggests being able to get
endersand stern squirts asa prerequisite to
these tricks. Once those simple techniques
arelearned, however, thisvideowill givethe
determined rodeo star al the ammunition
necessary to start showing off at their local
playspot.

Togetacopy o thisvideocall Riot Kayaks
at514.931.0366, surf towww.riotkavaks.com
or start harassing your local Riot dealer.

justment. Along with the whitewater foot-
age, therearesomeshort clipsd snowboard-
ing, snow kayaking and bridge jumping. Fi-
nally, following thetrend of adding outtakes,
Twitch includesasectionentitled, " TheLines
Nobody Followed."

Thisis an exciting video to watch. There
isn't much play paddling included, which is
fine. | enjoy watching steep creek paddling
more than cartwheeling and surfing, any-
way. The intensity of the whitewater more
than makes up for the lack of rock 360s and
rail grabs. If you want to add some big drop
insanity toyour video library and have some-
thing to shock the relatives with at Thanks-
giving, you can order Twitch by visiting
www.vdolink.com, or by calling

509.548.9048.

row on me. There seemed to be alot of the lLrre———————————————————

buildingjumpingbuddiesand thesamebrag-
gadocio that characterized my high school
wrestling team (especially the "empty beer
bottle smashed against the head" scene).But
when | got past the bravado and considered
the difficulty o the whitewater runs fea
tured, | couldn't help but be impressed.
Music and additional footage helpto con-
vey an attitude of enthusiasm; these guys
emit plenty. The soundtrack is hard-core.
Great if you like that type of music and easy

to avoid if your television hasavolume ad- | | s———

Paddle List on Net

"ThePaddleListisalow-volumelistserv
of local TN/KY/NC/SC/GA/WVA/VA
paddling interests, such as conservation,
access, river conditions, pick-uptrips, roll
sessions, etc. To subscribe send an e-mail
to wepaddle@usit.net with "subscribe
paddle” (no quote marks) in the body of
the e-mail message."

Dale Robinson, Knoxville
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Potomac Festive
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Great Falls Race

: Phaotos by Emmy Truckemiller and Steve Dorick

e ~“The Great Falls Race i3 perhaps the most dramatic and dasehingevent o the ——
Potomac Whitewater Festival, which was held on June 6 this vear. This
dovenriver race is a G0-second adrenaline-packed descent of 80 vertical feet 1
through Class 5+ Great Falls on the Potomac River, Maryland. This year the race
was held on the Maryland side, featuring the top drop, Pummel, Z-turn and the
final drop, Horseshoe,

The race was for expert Class 5+ paddiers only who had previous experience /=
running Great Falls. Potential contestants were requested to review the Boater
Etiquette statement from AWA regarding boating at Great Falls.

RACE FORMAT: -

The race consisted of indhidually tmed qualifying runs leading to semifinal head-to-head
L elimination heats, then a final 3-person head-to-head heal. For the men the top 9 finishers of
- the qualifier runs advanced bo the - pérsan leesd-16-kead semifinal heats, The top 3 finighers of
5 each of the semifinal heats then advanced to the final hesd-to-head heat to determine the 151,
2nd, and Ird place wimners. For the womsen there were only finals, dwue to the limited number
ol female entrants

R
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Thetop 9 mers were assigred b soni-
final heats based w1 finish arder, a8 ol
lows:

HEATA 1st 8th 9th

HEAT B 2nd 6th 7th

HEAT C 3rd 4th 5th

With this format, those with faster
qualifying runs had easier competition
inthesemifinal heats. Only thewinners
of each semifinal heat advanced to the
finals. The6 boaterswhodid not advance
to the finals placed 4 through 9 in the
final rankings, with theexact rank deter-
mined by their time in the qualifier.

RESULTS
FINAL RESULTS AFTER HEAD-TO-
HEAD ELIMINATION HEATS

Eric Jackson
Dave Persolja
Dustin Knapp
Brian Homberg
Oliver Grossman
Tommy Hilleka
Jimmy Blakeney
Paul Schelp
Steve Burnard

QUALIFIER RESULTS (BASED ON
INDIVIDUAL TIMED RUNS)

10. Carleton Goold
11. Jason Sullivan
12.  Bobby Miller
13. Jason Hale

14.  GregMorrison
15.  EricaMitchell

©ONOUTAWNE

16. Chris Good
17. Drew Verdecchia
18. Bryan Kirk

19. WwatLynch
20.  Skip Brown - DNF

T
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Trucemdisr

Frabe By Emmy

(il

Fholn by Emerry [ ruck
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Upper Yo

Race Results 1999

Despiteasummer longdroughtwhichren-
dered conditions less than favorable, the 19th
running o the Upper Yough Race was held in
Friendsville, Maryland on September 10. The
race had been postponed from July because
releases from Deep Creek Lake had been cur-
tailed dueto low lake levels.

Thisyear the race course was shortened to
include only the most difficult section of the
Class IV+ run, from Bastard Fallsto FU Falls.
Thiswas necessary because the release on race
day was limited to three hours. Race organi zer
Jesse Whittemore of Mountain Surf had hoped
that late summer rains would alow a tradi-
tional race, but asAugust progressed it became
apparent this was unlikely, so the shortened
course and September date were chosen.

"We thought it was important to hold the
race, even if conditions were less than favor-
able. Thiswasthe19th running of therace... in
1999! This way next year's race will be the
20th... in the year 2000!”

WhHittemore expressed pralitide To e private boatersand raft companieswhograciously
cleared the course during the sciual evert on the day of the event.

For the cighteenth time in 19 vears Friendsville native Roger Zbel, owner of Precision
. Fafting, captured the prize. Giving Roger areal runfor hismoney wasveteran hair racer Ted
p ﬂ Mewton, who paddled o Wavehopper. Vete ran slalom racer Brain Homberg camein just four

—geconyds behirg]l Newdosn 0000 0000000 000
Perhuops lhe biggest surprise was Jentist Ken Kyser, adark horse who drilled his usual
- boating companions and piaced iiiifi.
StacieCardin posted thefastest timein theWomen's Division. Steve Frazier capturedthe
open boat title, with Nolan Whitesell just a half minute behind.

G Place/Name Class Time Place/Name Class Time
- - _  _ __ - — - te————— |
1 Roger Zbel WWKI1 0:12:08 20 Jim Field K18 0:17:41
= - - 2 Ted Newton WH 0:12:22 21 Steve Frazier oC 0:18:30
- s 3 BrianHomberg WWKI  0:12:26 22 Nolan Whitesell  OC 0:19:02
[ I8 1 4 Steve Kauffman ~ WWK1  0:12:58 23 Nancy Zbel K1SW 0:21:01
-l il 5 KenKyser K1L 0:13:14 24 Carolyn Dick K1sw 0:23:13
i 2 - 6 JessWhittemore WH 0:13:27 25 John Deardorff ~ OC 0:23:25
~ g 7 Scott Stough KIL 0:13:38 26 Lindsay Blauvelt ~KISW 0:24:06
L) S 8 Charles Stump K1L 0:14:07 26 Kimberly Hogan KISW 272 Time
o 9 CurtisRohrbaugh KIL  0:14:08 was log,
. Laes 10 Jeff Nelson KIL 0:14:27 sorry!
a 11 SteveBarnard K1S 0:14:28 e ————— |
=, ‘| 12 Tarion O’Carroll K18 0:14:34 WWK1 Wildwater Kayak
—_— 13 Paul Hoda WH 0:14:59 WH Wave Hopper
= 14 Bob Gedekoh K18 0:15:40  KIL Kavak Long (11'-
- T 15 Barry Tuscano K1L 0:15:46 139
= = . ., 16 DonddB.Smith KIS 0:15:50 K18 Kayak Short (< 11')
e 17 Sam McLamb KIL 0:16:01 OC Open Canoe
- 18 Patrick C. Norton K18 0:17:26 W at end - Women
- :"-.I' - 19 Stacy Cardin K1SW 0:17:36
E 3 Topdown: Roger Zbel in Triple Drop. Lindsay Blauvelt in Triple Drop. Bob Gedekoh
- - in Triple Drop. "Theme Boater" The Ydlow Jacket, Pat Norton in Tiple Drop. Scott
o - Stough o Friendsvillein Triple Drop. All Photos by Bill Y oung.
T kT
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Story by Paul Tefft
Al Gore photos by Todd Patrick

rce again the Gore Canyon Festival preved 6 be ome of the
most pepular paddlesports events in The West. Even without
the US Nafional Rafting Championship fwhich was held a Gore in
1998), thefestival saw arecord number of spectatorsand competitors. 86
kayakers, 29 raft teams, one cataraft team, 1 C-ler and a crazy kiwi ona
[r=n “'\hl nl_ l.lrl'I ez M
boo\%lleegotadgspray settled, ptear%%lﬁ%l—lc_ontender Cr%r Slsep{a@tﬁur was at
thetop o the pack in the Race Divisionwith atime of 20:44 down the 4.5
mile course. Always one of the fastest kayakersin the event, Charliewas
finally alowed his shot at the top when course record holder and US
Wildwater Champion, Nelson Oldham, failed to show. Nelson didn't

return to defend his crown because he was under the gun (a more g

applicable expression might be- under theroof) tryingtoget anew house
finished. Twoother PerceptionWavehopper paddlers rounded out thetop
three, Bryan Dreher took second with Jeff Parker grabbing third.

In the Recreational Division (boats9ft - 12 ft) Andy O’Reilly sped into T |

first with Tim Kennedy and Justin Beckwith rounding out the top three.
Due to the proliferation of the new short playboats the former rodeo
category was split up into two categories. In the Old School Rodeo

Division (boats8-9 ft), Brent Toepper blazed down the course in amaz- |

ingly fast timefor ashort boat (23minutesflat) totakefirst. Craig Kisker
took second and Matt Mattson finished in third in thishighly competitive
division. In the New School Rodeo Division (kayaks8 ft and under), Jay

Above: The Creature Craft at the bottom of Tunnel Falls (this funky new raft design is
supposed to re-right itself, which it did in Gore Rapid but didn't after getting flipped in
Tunnel)

Mottt cartwheeled down the coarse intofirst placewith AntsCullwick
and Ken Hoseee squirting inlo h_COﬂd and third r%pectlvely

A recomd muember of wommen took to the water with Buffy Bailey

redurmingd (o redain her farmer crown as the fastest woman down the
e, Buffy charged the course N a Perception Dancer, proving that
odd playboats can still make the mloves.Marcia Reaijassecond inthe
womien's Hace Divigion with Helen Carlson in third. Enough women
entered tosplit the Geld into b classes. Inthe newly formed women's
Fecreational Division Pally Green garnered first place, followed by
Jessica Marsan and Lisa Beckstead.
pectators’ Gavorete due to inevitable carnage, rafters
e o strong shewing again dusing theevent. Team Mongo Products
stroked bo r||._ tog ol the pack wit1afast time of 25:46. Team Novalead
fy-Gireg Caretioatso-had = fast; clean run and paddled into second.
Feam Clear Creek rounded cul the top three. The Clear Creek Team,
el by Captain Johin Kice, holds the courserecord and isthecurrent US
Mational Champions. (The team that the National Championsfielded
i the race was ol Lse same a8 th e onethat onethe USchampionships,
0 the resulis were not considered amajor upset.) Team Clear Creek
will sl pepresent the US in the ‘World Championships next February
L illa,

As abways a blow oul bashwas held at the Pumphouse Campground
alter the event. Innumerable k2gs of Fat Tire Ale live music and
sponanrs and vendors’ baolhs 210 helped make the Riverside Rageone
of the Blggest paddicaports parcies of the year. Over ten thousand
doltars b cash wnd prizes were mwarded to the top competitors during
the event's swand ceremony, To keep the dancing crowd stoked, the
evenl conrdinators kepd a constaat stream of Swag rai ning down from
the stage intothecrowd. The Ragereached itscrescendowhen extreme
soul boater Ed Lucerotookaslug from a bottle of Bacardi 151andthen
jumped ontothecrowdforabody surf. After agreat day of competition,
Ed surfed across the cheering crowd's hands under the stars, next to
the mighty Colorado River.

For more information on the Gore Festival surf into www.enviro-
actionsports.com orwww.aw.org/. Toorder thenewvideorelease" The
Best of Gore™' (whichfeatures amazing kayak and raft crash and burn
footagecaptured during the Gore Race's first decade) send acheck for
,T]ZT?%%-- Enviro-Acfion Sperl= P11 Bom 2784, Rzpen CO BI612 or call

the s51amam outdoor Center @ 3521, T¢ sraes the 1999
Competltor sRaceVideocal (303)444 -8414 ortoobtal nstillsfromthe
1999 event eontact T57g Palrick @ (976 925-9181.

II|l.l.| ] ||u_ [
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Ez EE RACE RESULTS Photos by Todd Patrick

Division: Race/Kayak 12 ft. and up/Men 2 Marcia Ready 66 02:42:00 03:08:06 00:26:06
Name Bib Start Time/ Finish Time/ Course Time 3 Helen Carlson 23 02:51:59 03:18:30 00:26:30
1 Charlie MacArthur 2 01:30:00 01:50:43 00:20:43 4 Claire Carren 59 02:48:00 03;19:19 00:31:18
2 Bryan Dreher | 01:30:59 01:52:05 00:21:05
3 Jeff Parker 24 01:31:59 01:53:35 00:21:35 UNDER 9 FEET
4 Arron Phillips 112 01:33:00 01:56:08 00:23:08 1 Polly Green 107 02:44:00 03:09:36 00:25:35
5 10 01:34:00 015754 00:23:53 2 JessicaMarsan 130 02:44:59 0311:11 00:26:12
3 Lisa Beckstead 168 02:46:59 03:13:36 00:26:37
D|V|S|0n Recreation /Kayak 9to 12 ft./Men/Includes T-Slalom 4 Andi Burnie - Fortin170 02:42:59 03:09:48 00:26:48
Bib Start Time/Finish Tlme/ Course Time 5 Bradley Richmond 31 02:50:59 03:18:02 00:27:02
1 Andy O'Reilly 29 01:53:59 02:15:46 00:21:46 6 Dawn Powell 54 02:48:59 03:16:06 00:27:06
2 Tim Kennedy 121 01:37:00 01:59:03 00:22:03 7 Courtney Lynch 7 02:50:00 03:18:02 00:28:02
3 Justin Beckwith 16 01:50:00 02:12:25 00:22:25 8 Niki Mehall 85 02:46:00 D.N.F. D.Q.
4 Tor Anderson 82  01:39:59 OZJ]Z fﬂ QO 22 3_2 = —————— == — |
5 Charlie Ebel 14 Q5200 Division: Rafts - Men
6 Karl Lavter . {858 Team Name Captain Bib # Start Time/Finish Time/Course Time
7 Gary Chrisman 15 Z' R | 1 Mongo Products - Timberline Mongo 52 03:02:59 03:28:46 00:25:46
8 David Dill ] Gt 00 2 Team Nova Greg Caretto 21 _013_2_;59_ 03 59 32 00:26:32
9 Alan Hadley 183 =Rk 3 Another Clear Creek Team John Rice 19 [FRR IR S0 D065
10 Jono Stevens T 0TS0 4 Rio Bravo / BWR Rick Bravo 65 £3:45-00
11 Potk Deters 205 01: 57 00 5 Timberline Blackjack Billy Mattison 63 k0600
12 Corey Hall 38 01:56:00 6 Red Headed Stepchildren Kate Lavassevr 72 (h-A6:50
13 Mike Pagel 8 01:51:00 7 Two Dudes from Salida Mike Whittington 91 oA
14 Corey Hall 01:56:00 8 Timberline Dolly Bonger Marshall Kingler 64 ST 00
15 Christian Mason 87 01:44:00 9 Team Flashback Dan Burkes 50 (0000 i )
16 Ken Ransford 123 01:43:00 10 No Sub for Experience Colin Carpenteer 68 X 1500 43 11
17 Jack Ferguson 124 01:42:00 11 Riff Raft | Big Bad JT 79 Ceh 0000 (3:37-25 00
18 Bill Bevins 0 01:46:59 12 Down River John Solanik 11 04 :05:5% 03432 O
19 Randy Kennedy 128 01:41:00 13 American Adventure Expedit. Jay McGuire 116 354 02240 00
20 Paul Byars 27 01:54:59 14 Riff Raft Il Blair 78 3240 D3:551 00
21 John Matison 122 01:39:00 15 Sub Terminal XTC Dan Skala 119 41T 58 D732 00
16 Renagades Max Young 92 040900 3835 O
Division: Old School Rodeo/Kayak 8 - 9 ft/Men/Includes Rpm 17 Lakota One Mike Reid 36 01800 04743 00
Name Bib Start Time/ Finish Time/ Course Time 18 Team Sony Joe Russo 239 0314758 040748 00
1 Brent Toepper 175 02:28:59 02:52:00 00:23:00 19 STINKY PINKY!!!! John Ehriek 240 (3-3885 040537 00
2 Craia Kisker 229 01 59 00 02:23:18 00:24:18 20 BWR: Rook Takes Queen Larry Davidson 120 820 1 0
1 Ml Mattsor 14 [ ) 12-07-1) =239 21 Monarch Guides Todd Toledo 105 321 00
4 Forrest Luna g o). 24 5 T | 22 Up Tha Creek Rick Covington 237 131159
5 Frank Pickefi 110 02:09:59 02440 23 Gogan’s Heroes Tom Zimmek 173 D41 5:00
24 Creature Craft Darren Vancil 181 b3 0
6 Clay Staley M 02:28:00 (440 25 Splatter Puppets Tammy McDermott75 i o
7 David Kahn 10E 02:08:59 3 0443 26 Scraps Rob Peeters 80 042700
8 Sean Glackin 114 02:04:59 K (485 27 Dynamic Adventure David Whimmer 18 o152
9 Craig Frithsen o7 02:10:59 -3 02440
10John Mclean L] 02:13:59 -l s WOMEN
11TJ Gulizia L% 02:32:59 02-58:00 1 Timberline Bugs & The Flygirls Katherine Bughy 25 12855 080000 (M0 300003
12Joe Blair 17 02:03:59 e W 2 Rugs on Rubber Darcy Geachter 81 [ s | Wl:53052 003252
13Crash Lowe z 02:26:59 025215 e
14 Kevin Fisher 55 02:21:59 P e
15 Brendan Kiernan 8% 02:24:00 D 4557 Division: Alternative
16 lain Murray i b 02:17:59 (12:44:08 Team Name Captain Bib # Start Time  Finish Time
17 Chad Gorby 2 02:18:59 024514 Course Time
18 Tom Aex 174 02:03:00 022922
19 Rick Ihuken ar 02:22:59 S 1 BOC - Topo-Duo Eric Bader 12 02:21:00 02:48:37 00:27:37
20 lan Schwendly 14 02:11:59 023844 2 Mick Costas - C1 106 02:53:00 03:23:09 00:30:10
21 Don Hillmoth 43 02:12:59 023355 3 Gary Pera - Boogie Boarder-river sledge 84 02:53:59 03:26:44 00:32:44
22 Paul St. Ruth 185 02:01:00 -Frie 4 Wonder Raft - Cataraft David Axelrod 39 03:51:00 04:29:49 00:38:49
23 Willaim Finnoff 187 02:00:00 2. n50 5 Fortin & Mahall - Topo-Duo 171 01:35:00 02:22:58 00:47:59
24 Clay Jutte i 02:01:59 {22500 6 David Zinn - C1 10 03:50:00 5115+
25 Chris Meskow I3 02:15:59 (24310
26 AirJeff Loy a7 02:19:59 024741
27 Mike Ruby 115 02:05:59 12-34:51
28 Dan Crain 70 02:16:59 QA&7 Division: Recreation/Kayak 9 to 12 ft./Men/Includes T-Slalom
29 Dan 5t6tz L 02:14:59 024437
30 Doug Doty 108 02:08:00 02-38:24 Name
31 Pat Barill 113 02:06:59 12:38:16
32 Daniell Mitchel 238 02:30:00 515 1 Tim
33 Blair Clark 58 D.N.S. 2 Alan Hadley
34 Barry Adams L D.N.S. 3 John Mattson
— 4 T0|’ Anderson
Division: Rodeo/Kayak 8 & Under/Men 5 Randy Kennedy
Name Bib Start Time/ Finish Time/ Course Time 6 Jack Ferauson
1 Jay Moffaatt 193 02:38:00 03:01:45 00:23:44 7 Ken Ransford
2 Ants Cullwick 17 02:37:00 03:01:18 00:24:18 8 Christian Mason
3 Ken Hoeve 176 02:33:59 02:58:46 00:24:47 9 Jono Stevens
4 Greg Francis 28 02:39:59 03:05:28 00:25:28 10 David Dill
5 Chad Wamack 32 02:38:59 03:05:03 00:26:03 11 Bill Bevins
6 Johnathon Fuqua 60 02:36:00 03:02:16 00:26:16 12 Corey Hall
7 Earl Richmond 118 02:31:59 02:58:22 00:26:22 13 Karl Lavter
8 Andy Blakeslee 42 02:30:59 02:57:58 00:26:58 14 Justin Beckwith
9 Todd Andrew 71 02:35:00 03:02:57 00:27:57 15 Mike Pagel
10 Jeff Maling 30 D.N.S. 16 Charlie Ebel
S — 17 Gag Chrisman
Division: Kayak /Women 18 An P/O Reilly : . - -
Name Bib Start Time/ Finish Time/Course Time 19 Paul Byars t Team Black Diamond goes into the drink in Tunnel
OVER 9 FEET 20 Daniell Mitchel
1 Buffy Bailey 109 02:41:00 03:03:52 00:22:52 21 Polk Deters
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' when it's just too dark to boat

WaterWorks Productions
& Bonesteel Fllms
PELSENIT

TUWES OF JORNY UTAN

Winner = “Bast of Show™ Award

BT Mational Paddling Film Festival

Prikse beto the payched of bosters youi might

cordider abnormal. Spend an ko locking a1 & chaotic

lile feoem wabter level. This orse howt sition'documssntiny

expibanes "why" we dio what we do
|

essential boat cantrod i

Wirner = “Besi Instructlonal Vides™ Award ||

‘98 Mational Paddiing Fikm Festival .'I
Creaied for ihe Intermediaie o expen, thia {
dymamic inad ruchon veoeo includet fopec roeme ||
balance, navigation and timing o boofing deops,
linking mowes and rhver stralegy
Presented by Tom DeCilr

O Kk Wl bew Tosdner]

ALk Tor theie tithes at your local Outdoar Retailer
T erder by phons: call WOC Mail Drder

To arder by mall: pleaie iend chack fa T atial boarl control ar $32.93 far The Adventures of Jokmay Utoh
1o WaterWorks, PO Bax 190, Teptan, NC J8781 (o i lados ahisppd g ard hanadling
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Modifying PlasticBoats

By Dana Castro

15yearsagotheonly way to haveaunique
boat was to say, "Make my Dancer PINK!"
Since then a market that was dominated by
oneboat isnow shared by dozens. And yet the
demand for individual performance and ex-
pression is not sated, but growing stronger,
sprouting into more and more directions.
One such sprout is the growing number of
boaterswho modify their own (plastic) boats
inanefforttobetter matchtheir ownweights,
strengths, paddling styles, and tastes.

Operating independently, with no com-
mercial incentive to market techniques or
broadcast results, boaters have generated an
amazing proliferation o techniques, from
neo-Cave Man (akathe "Toyota method") to
advanced Boolian-Techno Nerd in nature.
Being afflicted with what my wife, friends,
and | have been forced toaccept asan incur-
able, chronic disease (Chronic Boat Tinker-
ing Disorder, or CBTD for short), | have
sprouted off in my own direction. Exciting
trial and saddening (and expensive) error
have led meto atechniqueinwhich | havea
cautious degree of confidence.

This technique will alow for a (rela-
tively) high degree of control which will pro-
ducea (sometimes)nearly factory look tothe
finished product. The boat modified asbelow
islikely to besafer than those modified by the
crude application of vast force, which may
produce lopsided asymmetric modifications
with weak spots or hidden cracks. However,
no matter the level of sophistication with
whichyou approach your unsuspecting poly-
ethylene victim, if you choose to modify a
boat you MUST understand "THE THREE
RULES OF BOAT MODIFICATION...

One is that flatter boats are (geometri-
cally) less strong than full volume boats to
begin with. When modified, the risk of pin-
ning, wrapping, and paddler entrapment lead-
ing to drowning and/or injury may be IN-
CREASED! As a result you MUST exercise
careful judgement about WHERE and WHEN
to paddleamodified boat. If youaren'twilling
to REMAIN ATTENTIVE to this issue, then
don't modify your boat!

Secondly, do not expect aboat manufac-
turer to honor awarranty onamodified boat.
Successful modifications may keep a paddler
happy andin the purchased boat, rather than
saying disappointed things about the boat
and then moving on, frequently to another
manufacturer's entry. Nevertheless, do not
expect a happy reception when you call with
a problem. If you damage your boat in the
process of attempting to modify it, no indi-
vidual or company isgoing to accept respon-
sibility for it.

Thirdly, even though the techniques be-
low will giveyou a high degree d control,
and even some ahility to reversechangesyou
have made, you must accept therisk that you
may not like your finished product. Modify-
ing plastic iscertainly still a"black art," and
if your "colors run together," you must be
willingtoaccept thisasthepriced exploring
the realm of creativity. Soagain, if and only
if you are willing to accept these premises
and to remain attentive to them, should you
try to tune into the "artist" in you and put
your boat on the easel | will describe.

The modifications are donewith the ap-
plication of heat and pressure and allow the
boater to subtract from (or add to) the vol-
ume o the boat, to make small redistribu-
tionsto the volume, to add foot bumps, and
tochangethenatured therocker character-
istics. This can be done without cutting or
welding the boat, and it alows substantial
room for creative experimentation and ex-
pression o individual taste, without thetre-
mendousinvestment of timeassociatedwith
thedevelopment of the plugand mold neces-
sary for a composite boat. The changes, if
successful, may alow smaller, less strong
paddiers, including women and older pad-
dlers, todo moreeasily specific "moves," and
for paddlersin general to expand their tech-
nique and experience.

Thecritical element in reshaping a boat
is to do it in a controlled manner. This
requires the construction o a rudimentary
"boat jig." To achieve a permanent and
strong result, boat plastic must be heated
not only completely through its thickness,
but also to a point that the molecular bonds
begin to loosen. At this point it is very soft
andrelatively littleforcewill induceachange
in shape. Control over theamount of force,
the location of the force, and the distance
over which theforceisallowed toexert itself
iscritical to achieving the desired degree of
change, and only the desired degree of
change. (That is, if you get the plastic hot
enough to loosen the molecular bonds and
try to usethe" ToyotaMethod," you will end
upwith anew typeof boat calleda"2-D"). As
well, the jig holds the position while a slow
and complete cooling process occurs. All
thiswill increasethetendency for the modi-
fications to be permanently maintained de-
spite exposure to sunlight. Inadequate, ir-
regular, or too rapid heating (and cooling)
may surprise the boater with all sorts of
strange rearrangements o the plastic when
the boat is taken down off the roof after
driving to the river on a sunny day!

The project will require two saw horses,
about four 8 foot 2x4s, some 314 inch ply-
wood, and a dozen or so 3 inch drywall
screws. Afew toolswill be needed, including

a propane torch, at least four 18 inch or
longer bar clamps, and asaw (suchasasaber
saw) to cut rough forms out o the 2x4s. A
power screwdriver (or drill) with a Phillips
head driving point is lots of help, but not
absolutely necessary. Thiswill sound com-
plicated, but redly, | promise, it's not that
big a job!

To begin with, measure the boat and
subtractabout 4 feet fromthelength. Setthe
two saw horsesthis distance apart. Take two
eight foot 2x4s and, using 3 inch drywall
screws, attach them to the outer ends o the
saw horses such that there is a distance
between them thewidth of the boat. (Thatis
what the power screwdriver isfor; if you can
screw those puppiesin by hand you're strong
enoughsothat you don't need to modify your
boat!) These 2x4s will be referred to as the
"longitudinal stringers" o the boat jig.

Takethewallsout o the boat (butleave
the seat in), and remove al hardware and
grab loops from the decks, including the
drain plug. Put the boat on the saw horses so
that it nestles between the lengthwise 2x4s,
overhanging each saw horse at the ends by
the same amount. Cut a piece d 3/4 inch
thick plywood, 3feet long hy 2 feet wide and
putit onthesaw horsesupporting theend of
the boat — stern, probably — that you wish to
modify first. (The plywood supports the
bottom o the boat, as opposed to having it
rest on the cross bar of the saw horse, which
would dent the bottom.)

Adjust the position o the plywood piece
sothat theend extendsto theend of the boat.
Without causing theboat to move, ropedown
the OTHERend of theboat firmly tothejigso
that if one pushes down forcefully ontheend
to be modified, the other end will not rise
into the air. (The intended victim must not
be allowed to escape!)

The next step will be to cut a"compres-
sion piece." Thisisasection of 2x4 about 20
to24incheslong, whichisplaced lengthwise
and on edge on the center of the deck, which
will be the region to which pressure is ap-
plied. (As!I will expand on |ater, the point to
which pressure isapplied should NOT bethe
areathat isheated and changed.) The profile
to which this piece will be cut is made by
holding the 2x4 edgewise on the deck and,
using a marker or pencil, tracing the deck
profile onto the wood. Cut it to the profile
andset this" compression piece" asidefor the
moment.

Now you havea decision tomake: whether
youwantto changetherocker. Seriousrodeo
competitorswill have their own preferences
here (usually less rocker), but for the all
around recreational play boater who will
spend more timespinning in holesand surf-
ingwavesthan counting cartwheels, my rec-
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Modifving PlasticBoats

ommendation would be to add some rocker,
especidly to the stern. It helps with back
surfingandflat spinning and does not notice-
ably hurt stern squirting or speed. A little
extra rocker may also help reducethe risk o
pitons when rapids are actually run. In as
much as the boat will tend to increase its
rocker as the decks are flattened due to the
geometry of aboat hull, toadd alot of rocker,
you may (with the marker pen), accentuate
theelliptical curveonthecompression piece.
To add only a little bit of rocker, use the
existing deck profile without modification.
Cutthecompression piecesalong the marked
linewithasaber saw (orother),andplaceiton
the center of the stern deck.

The second means do controlling thein-
duction of rocker is by adjusting theforeand
aft location of center of support under the
boat (theplywood piece). Thisisaccomplished
by cutting a 3 foot 2x4 piece and placing it
crosswise on the longitudinal stringers UN-
DER the plywood (but toward the end of the
boat). The plywood is then supported partly
by the saw horse and partly by the extra 2x4
piece. By changing the position o this 2x4
piece you will end up adjusting the point at
which the hull is supported. If the support
point under the boat is moved toward the
cockpit, thetendency toinducerockerwill be
lessened. Taken to an extreme in which the
pressure isapplied while the bow is" cantile-
vered" or unsupported from beneath, this
may even reduce existing rocker, while still
reducing thevolume of the boat. Conversely,
if the (plywood) support point is moved to-
wardstheend of the boat the tendency will be
to generate much more rocker.

Now, from 2x4 stock, cut two more 3 foot
pieces. Putthe compression pieceback onthe
deck, right in the center. Put one 3 foot 2x4
piece crosswise towards one end of the com-
pression piece and attach each end o s
cross pieceto thelongitudinal stringers (that
paralel theboat) with bar clampssettoalight
pressure. Put the second piece at crosswise
towards the other end o the compression
pieceand usetheother two bar clampsto hold
this one in place, also with light pressure.

Kneeling behind the boat look carefully
at the deck profile and fix it in your mind.
Measure the depth of the boat at selected
spots, if youare not suredf you ahility to keep
the origina profile in mind. On second
thought, measure the boat even if you are
sured yourself! After asuitable period of time
in which you admire your handiwork, you
should now crank in about 15-20 Ibs. pres-
sure on each clamp. If your mouth istoo dry
to spit go nofurther; otherwise, you are now
ready to light up the torch.

Toflatten theboat with rocker controlled
by the above mechanisms, heat the outer
edge (i.e. theside) of the boat inan areaabout
linchwideat thestern expanding to about 3
inches wideat a point just aft of the cockpit.
If you only want toflatten theendsof the boat
(but not thecockpit region), do NOT heat the
sides of the boat in the cockpit region. Heat
both sides either by repeated passeswith the

torch. Thetorchworksverywell; it generates
lots of heat and is very precise and control-
lable. However, you must keep the torch
moving or youwill melt and burnthe plastic
(bad).Holding theflamemorenearly parallel
to the plastic as opposed to perpendicular to
the surface may help. Thecritical factor here
is patience.

After awhile, perhaps five or more min-
utes, the plastic, which is now about hot
enough to burnskin, will get acharacteristic
shinethat youwill learn to recognize and will
begin to deform with the clamp pressure
applied to the compression piece. As if by
magic the clampswill seem to get loose; the
boat will only deform to that point. The
clampscan betightened up abitatatimeto
make the boat flatter as desired. Kegpaclose
eyeon the degree of rocker while doing this
and control the induction o rocker by ad-
justing the center underneath the boat as
described above. Again, the key element in
theheatingistogetit realy hot, just short of
the temperature at which the plastic will sag
without compression, but not so hot as to
burn or actually melt the plastic. It isalso of
note that different plastics need different
amounts of heat; more on this point later.
Eventually theboat will become"flat enough.”
Thisis of course where the art blends with
the science and where the fun comes in.
However, do not accept advice from specta-
torsdrinking beer! Allow the entire setup to
cool overnight and then repeat the process
for the other end of the boat, if desired.

A second type of modification involves
inducing concavity in the decks. Thiscan be
done using the same set up. However, it
should be doneas aseparate step; i.e., not at
the same time as the flattening process. Es-
sentially the difference is where the heat is
applied. To induce concavity into the deck
apply pressure using the compression piece
and then heat two long skinny triangular
bands of deck surface, parallel to the com-
pression piece. The imaginary triangles are
about an inch wide near the tip of the boat
and about 3inches wide asyou approach the
part where the deck starts to slope up to the
cockpit. Do NOT heat the deck closer than
about 2 inches from either side o the com-
pression piece or you will end up not with a
concave deck but instead with a" V shaped
indentation in the rear deck.

If you dothebow and thereisinsufficient
room left for your feet, do not despair. To
make my boat performtheway | wanted | had
to get it down to the point that, with my size
9feet and 30 inch inseam, | could not com-
fortably get my feet into the boat with neo-
prenesocks on, much less booties. Soathird
type of modification isthe addition of small
foot bumps.

The most difficult part of this processis
simply findinga rounded piece of plastic or
metal that can be used to push up on the
insideof thedeck intheappropriate position,
whichisat theball of thefoot. Nospecial jigs
are needed here, justalx2orsimilar piece of
wood about three feet long and acoupledof 4

inch lengths of 2x4. One end o the 1x2
pushes UP on the rounded piece o material,
and the 2x4 pieces createafulcrum afoot or
less back. By pushing DOWN on the end that
sticks out of the cockpit, a considerably up-
wards force can be generated inacontrolled
fashion.

UNIFORMLY and gradually, heat an oval
"donut" over thefoot spot, about 8inches by
5inches, while exerting pressureupfromthe
inside. Don't heat the"hole" o the"donut,”
(thevery center o the oval.) Presto, a foot
bump will form. HOLD the pressure until it
cools by tying or wedging the lever arm in
position. Again, be patient, go slow and it
should work out fine. These won't come out
looking like they came out of a mold, but if
done carefully the appearance is not unat-
tractive. This, by the way, istheonly instance
inwhichyouwill apply pressure(pretty much)
directly to the areayou are heating.

Beyond these specific directions there
are some genericissues to understand when
working with plastic. One is that, as men-
tioned above, thereareseveral different types
of plastic: X-linked and Linear being thetwo
most common. Cross linked is considered
tougher and more expensive, but difficult to
repair. Linearissofter, often makingaheavier
boat, but is easy to repair. Cross linked will
absorb a great deal more heat from your
torch, perhapstwiceasmuch or more, before
itsshapewill easily and permanently change.
This can be nerve wracking but just be pa-
tient, eventually X-linked will soften fully
and, if the pressure is applied in the right
places, the deformation will be clean and
controlled with nowrinkles, sags, or bubbled
areas. Just keep the torch moving slowly,
never pausing and burningthesurface o the
plastic. As mentioned, achieving the correct
temperature isone d thefactors that neces-
sitates the boat jig. With this much heat,
uncontrolled pressure even of feet or hands,
much less Toyotas, tends to cause excessive,
localized deformationsthatwill invariably be
asymmetric fore and aft and side to side.

As mentioned above in most situations,
the heat must not beapplied tothe placethat
is under pressure. Pressure is applied "re-
motel:." from the heated regions. Pressure
applied tocold plasticwill stretch or bend the
adjacent (hot) plastic which will " distribute™
the deformation over a larger area. This
should produce nice smooth lines and no
wrinkles. Beyond that be sure that there is
only oneway theplastic can goasit becomes
soft. It'ssort of likecutting a treesoitwill fall
in thedirection you want; you havetovisual-
ize ahead of time what will happen to the
plastic as it becomes soft.

Another point worth mentioningisthat
whileyou can modify boats quite extensively
with these techniques, you can't makeasilk
squirt boat out of a sow's Topolino! Better
results will be obtained by making subtle
changes to a boat that started out being at
least OK. It takes a few cojones to do thisto
agood boat, but these modifications tend to
be reasonably easy. The uninitiated who try
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to make a fighter plane out o an old blimp
will just end up with a dead old blimp.

Finaly, what to do if a bubble or sag
occurs? Well, this is the only situation in
whichyou put pressuredirectly ontoaheated
area. In essence, heat the plastic and then
press a large auto body sgueegee (or two)
against the sag until it looks right. Wear
gloves! Then hit it with water from a spray
bottletofreezeitinplace. If youdon't likethe
result repeat the process until you have it
right. This, by theway, istheonly situationin
which you may rapidly cool the hot plastic.
Allowing the bonds to reform slowly will
substantially increasethe permanenced the
changesso that even when baking in thesun
on the roof o the car, the boat will hold its
shape. As a last resort, a palm sized random
orbital sander will do asurprisingly good job
at smoothing out roughened or slightly
wrinkledplastic. Afewquick torch passeswill
restore the shine.

Assorted details include the (obvious)
fact that you will in most cases have to cut
down the end regions of the mini-cell walls.
Remember, as | stated at the outset, these
modifications may reduce thestrength of the
boat. Don't forget the THREE RULES OF
BOAT MODIFICATION when you get on the
river!

Foam foot blocks may in some cases be
necessary if thefoot braces no longer fit. Use
mini-cell for this purpose. Start out with
triangles that are too big and cut and sand
until they fit. Proper fit should leave aslight

clearance between the block and the inside
surface of thedeck, sothat thefoam doesnot
try to re-expand the boat shape. The best
sanding material is 36 grit sandpaper, no
higher. If youlike, you can gluethem towhat
isleft of the front wall for greater security.
When done right they are real comfy and
warm and secure, and if you do piton, you
can't dip past them like you can with foot
pegs.

At this point one might say, "why not
just get asquirt boat?' Well, asquirt boat is
a different type of animal so to speak. As a
longtime, year-round squirt boater (I'm in
recovery from that one) on all sorts of water
including the Upper Yough, | can tell you
that there isa drastically different feel to a
boat with a low volume cockpit region as
compared to aplayboat with shrunken ends.
The squirt boat does its own specia things
that nothing else in theworld can duplicate.
However, while very small, these modified
plastic boats are comfy, they have nice back
rests, they float nicely (even in rapids), you
can key hole exit from them, and, of course,
you can smashthem on rocksall day because
they're plastic. As | get old and weak I've
cometo appreciate these things.

Now onceagain, let meemphasize RULE
NUMBER ONE, thesafety issue... These modi-
fications will detract somewhat from the
resistance o the boat to fold its ends over
obstructions. Certainly do not use a boat
modified in thismanner for steep or shallow
rocky or wooded creeks, and be even more

Don't Modily That Boat!!!!

A Serious Look at the Downside of Boat Modification

o Gedehl

Editor, American Whitewater

It is no secret that moreand more rodeo
boaters have been attempting to modify the
shape o their plastic boatsto"fit" their body
habitue, paddling styles and skills. Current
boat modification techniques rangefrom the
primitive- driving over the boat with atruck
to flatten it out... to elegant and complex-
like the one Dana Castro describes in the
opinion pieceweare publishing in thisissue.
At a recent AW board meeting, | discussed
boat modificationingeneral and DanaCastro's
article in particular with anumber of knowl-
edgeable board members and with several
plastic boat manufacturer's reps. The con-
sensus d opinion was that, for 99.9% o
whitewater boaters, plastic boat modification
is not agood idea

Nevertheless, everyone agreed that we
should alow Dana to describe his method of
boat modification... provided we madeit clear

that American Whitewater, theeditorial staff
d the magazineand the boat manufacturers
do not sanction such plastic boat modifica-
tions. We also agreed that we should tell you
what our objections to boat modification
are.

This magazine is a forum in which we
alow boaterstoexpresstheir viewsand opin-
ions. Publication of an opinion piece here
does not in any way imply that the editors
agree with the author or that we think the
ideas he or she expressesare good ones. The
methods Dana Castro describes to modify
plastic boats are, no doubt, better than the
more primitive alternativesthat many boat-
ers are using. But that still does not mean
following his "recipe” isin your best inter-
ests. In short, if you decide to modify your
kayak... you do so AT YOUR OWN RISK!

So, why do we think that boat modifica-
tion is not agood idea for most boaters?

The first reason, and the most impor-
tant, is that we believe boat modifications
may makeakayak lesssafe. Plastic boatsare

cautious than normal when encountering
pinning possibilities in general. That said, |
do find that the boats that | have modified
this way have been able to take a terrific
pounding on rocks at play spots without
complaint. They turn on a dime and, with
practice, theattitude (bowup or down) of the
boat can becontrolled quite precisely. What-
ever modifications are made, they should not
be donein amanner that will interfere with
the ability to make a"key hole" type of exit.

Thepoint, though, isnottogo™ crashing
down hard stuff,” but to have fun, exercise,
andchallengeinsafer placeswheretheforces
o theriver become focused together into big
crashing funny looking white things. Prop-
erly set up for an individua's weight and
ability, these modified boats excel at multi-
plying the fun factor, in a more individual
sort of way. Skills become sharpened and
reactions quickened as one spends time in
thesmall, low-volume boats, and these skills
will in time become ingrained even when
switching to the "big water boat."

Finaly, thereistheelement df creativity.
| enjoy the relentless newness o the river,
even after nearly two decades of white water
paddling. | find the play spots to be forever
different. Even at the same water level ahole
will always seem to find a way to do some-
thingtomethatisin someway new. When off
theriver, | (andsome others), seem to enjoy
extending thisexploration eventothevener-
able plastic boat itself.

designed and produced by expertswith years
o experience. The shape o these boats and
theinternal outfitting are carefully designed
to maximize performance and safety. When
you alter theshapeand/or internal outfitting
(foot braces, walls), you may increase the
chances that the craft will fal victim to en-
trapment (pinor broach). It isalso possible
that, because o the compromised structural
integrity, the boat will be more likely to
collapse... trapping you inside. This type o
entrapment could have fatal consequences.
These are only two examples of the safety
hazards associated with boat modification;
there may be others! What must be recog-
nized isthat the consequences of such modi-
fications may be unpredictable without the
extensive performance and safety testing
undertaken by manufacturers. Those who
choose to modify their boats must bewilling
totakefull responsibility for their actions. If
they areinjured or killed insuch a boat, they
or their families should not attempt to shift
that responsibility to anyone else.
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Don't Modify That Boat!!!!

The second reason why you should not
modify your boat isthat you may damageitin
the process. Different companies use differ-
ent typesd plastic. Some of these plasticsare
linear, othersarecross-linked. Theseplastics
have different melting pointsand character-
istics. Every manufacturer we spoke with
saidthat meltingaboat would, at best, weaken
it. Asonerepsaid, "Every timeyou heat aboat
tothe point of changing its molecular struc-
ture, you are making it morelikely to fold or
wrap." Thereisalsotherea chancethat the
boat might ignite, resulting in irreparable
harmtothecraft. Potentially harmful fumes
might be released and it iseven possible that
you will start afire. Obvioudly, no manufac-
turer should be expected to warrant a boat
that has been modified.

Finally, we believe that for most recre-
ational paddlers there is no need to modify
existingproducts. Thereareat |east ten kayak
manufacturersdistributing boatsin thiscoun-
try. During the past few yearsthere has been
an explosion of new designs on the market.
Kayaks now come in virtually every conceiv-
able size and shape. With so many available
designs, itishard toimaginethat theaverage
recreational boater cannot find a suitable
craft. If you shop around, you should be able

to find a boat to suit your purposes that will
not require modification.

Many o the nation's top whitewater ro-
deo competitors paddlie unmodified kayaks
produced by familiar manufacturers. Admit-
tedly, a few in this elite group make subtle
modifications to their boats because they
believe it will enhance their performancein
competition. Doesit givethem an edge? Itis
hard to say. But it seems unlikely that such
modification should be necessary for non-
competitive play boaters. Boat modifications
are not substitutes for natural ability, skill,
and practice. Reshaping your kayak with a
torch will not turn you into Dan Gavere,
Jamie Simon, or Eric Jackson.

Dana Castro is an expert paddler and
perfectionist. What works for him may not
work for you. Hewould bethefirst personto
tell you that. In his article he expresses his
concern that recreational boaters will at-
tempt to paddle difficultwhitewater in modi-
fied craftsand he cautions against this. We
sharethat concern. The bottomlineisthat if
you choose to modify your boat, you do so at
your own risk. It is a matter of personal
responsibility. Every paddler must bewilling
to accept the consequences o his or her
decisions. If you aren't willing to do that,
don't even think about modifying your boat!

Dana Castro
Responds

Dana Castro. the author o "Modifying
Plastic Boats," has reviewed American
Whitewater’s response to his article and
states that he is fundamentally in agree-
ment with it.

"| certainly am not recommending that
paddlersroutinely modifytheir boats," says
Castro. "I am speaking to those who would
beinclined to make changesto their boats
but, following the plethora o 'quick and
easy' approaches, might do so with crude
technique and poor result.”

Castro addsthat, "Modification hasits
advantagesand disadvantages, bothareout-
lined, for the most part, by both articles...
Performed carefully by boaters, who will
then use the finished products carefully,
the advantages may outweigh the disad-
vantages... For those whowould take the
issue too casually, | would agree, stay away
from boat modification."

1998 junior world champion
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