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Gauley Race,
Gore an)&on Great Falls,
North Fork of the Payette,
. UppaYough
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R
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u u ; Dave Blair, great Falls Race '93
Front cover: "Howard Tidwell on his way to T
4th overall in the Upper Gauley Race. Photo -
courtesy of Whitewater Photography. Back 4l
Cover: Race Organizer, Donnie Hudspeth, L f F i
trying to pass. Photo courtesy of Whitewater -
Photography Printed on Recycled Paper
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FORUM.......%..

Sailorsrefer to the shoals off Cape
Hatteras asthe Graveyard of the Atlantic.
During the past 500 years countl essships
havefallen prey to these treacherouswa
ters. Now they lie ontheoceanfloor.

| suppose Pearl Harbor must bethe

Graveyardof the Pecific.  So, whereis
the Graveyard of the Youghiogheny? Well,
thesadfactis, it seemsto belocated inthe
top of my garage. Thisisthe Unhappy
Hunting Ground for whitewater veterans
nolonger river-worthy. Canoesoncesleek
and smooth, now dented, folded, and
cracked. Kayaksoncefiretruck redand
school bus yellow and jet blue, now
scuffed and faded into pathetic pastel
hues.

I'm too embarrassed to takean actua
count, but there must be closeto a dozen
victimsof my whitewater obsession.. and
occasional ineptness... lyinginstatein my
private boat mausoleum. Meanwhile, func-
tional itemswhich by all rightsshould be
stored there... likelawn mowers, weed eat-
ersand chainsaws... arestashedin al
sortsof inconvenient places.

That's becausel don't liketogointo
thetop of the garagevery often. It'stoo de-
pressing. Thereare ghoststhere.

| take some comfortin knowingthat |
am not the only boater with an ever bur-
geoning non-flotillaof plastic, kevlarand
fiberglasscorpses. Somed my friends
havejust as many...if not more. I'll bet that
alot o you havecollectionsjust likemine.

How did these noblevesselscometo
suchignominiousends?

bR R R E

««uriver conscious clothing.. .

TECTONKC

14760 Memorial Drive, Suite 300-105
Holushllcm, TX 77079
vl

Free Catalog * Phone & Fax: (713) 589-8747

s

B |

Many died respectably of old age,
dowly worn away by countlesslow water
runson the Big Sandy and Chest. Only
their shellsremain; their skeletonswere
extracted and transplantedinto new hulls,
new hullsthat no doubt ultimately suffered
thesamefate.

Two met sudden, violent deaths, vic-
tins of pitonsonthe Black and the Top
Yough. Their nosesareflattened like pig
snouts; pig snoutswith nostrilsthat | eak
They deserve PurpleHearts.

Othersperished dishonorably,
pretzelized around rockson the
Blackwater and Tygart. | keep them hid-
deninthe back.

And then thereisthe saddest one of
dl, atinydiver of aboat that till looks
river worthy. It died of a broken heart, be-
trayed by a master who never learned to

squirt.

Thisraisesasinterestingquestion.
Why do | hold onto them? Wel, thereare
lotsof reasons. Notethat | didn't say good
reasons, just reasons.

Whenl first commit a boat to the top
o my garage, | amusudly inthethroes o
denidl.

“This boat isn't dead," | tell mysdif.
"It's only deeping.”

Sometimes| engagein resurrection
fantasies.. that with just alittle magic..
and alot of Shoo Goo and fiberglass..
these boats will returnto life, like Lazarus,
| keep waitingand hoping, but it hasn't
happenedyet.

Sometimes| imaginethey might serve
some useful purpose. Be used asdemon-
strators at a whitewater saf ety clinic. Or as
plantersfor next season's petunias.

And then thereistherationalization
that there smply isno politically correct
way to disposeof them. | hypothesizethat
my trash manwould refuseto take themif
| set them out with my garbage on Monday
morning. But I've never redlly tried.

Alargemanufacturer of kayakshasre-
cently been advertisingthat their new
plastic isrecyclable.| congratulatethem
on their environmental consciousness,but
somehow | suspect that their gestureisn’t
goingto make much difference. My guess
isthat most boatersare goingto continue
to belike me, mindlesdy and resolutely
clingingto defunct boats, unwilling to let

Maybeit's becausethereisalot more
at stake than just plastic or epoxy and
glass.

Oh, I know that | will never ridethese
dilapidated relicsthroughthe rapidsagain,
but they still carry ahost of irreplaceable
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Presents
EEEEEEEEENEENEENEEEEEEEEEE Whitewater Dancer Ii
This video hasit all! Underwater
rolls, the 89 Worlds. Rodeos.
Hot wave andhole surfing, Class
V wipeouts, Tunes by World
Famous Fiddle Master Papa
John Creech! HI-Fl stereo 55 Nin

memories. Nat just the memoriesof their
last, unfortunate cruises; but also of that
blustery springday when | first survived
the Cheat, and the sunny summer day
when1first dared to paddle over Wonder

Fils and the briskfall day when | first ran How to Organize a Successful River/Qutdoor Cleanup
the Gauley from the Damto Swissand the Entertainingand informative. Of specialinterestto clubs. Get
frigidwinter day when | threaded my way involved. CLEAN UP ARIVER. HI-Fl stereo 18 Min.
throughaglittering maze of rock andice
onthe Taop Yough. Highlights of the Grand Canyon '90
| know that it's crazy tohold ontodl Get into The Grand Canyon. See the big drops and an
my old boats. But what the hell, thetop of innertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.
my garageisbigand there's nothingwrong HI-FI stereo 43 Min.
with keepingthelawn mower inthe base- .
ment. Highlights of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork and
After dl, it's only proper toshow a Big Sandy .
little respect for the dead! See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

How to Modify a Sabre
Bob Gedekoh All you need to know to turn a Sabre into the honest plastic

playboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous
tunes. HI-FI stereo 49 Min.

To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order
for $19.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
12 Freedom Drive. Collinsville, CT 06022, 203/693-8750

-

_AIRE usesthe latest technology and innovative

"= design to build high performancecraft that are

durable, compact,and |

=

AIRE builds

i
T dxmodelsof catarafts, six rafts, threeinflatable o

kayaks and two sea kayaksin avariety of colors-

AIRE leadsthe way in the indusiry

and so should you.
~ PO.BOX 3412, BOISE, IDAHO 83703 (208} 344-7506 FAX (208)345-1856_
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LETTERS....%..

| am writing to voicemy
strong agreement with Dave
Garity’s |etter in the July/ Au-
gustissue.

Toquote Dave, “We as
hard boaters must cometore-
dizethat rafting companies
are not our alies" Nowhere
isthismoretruethan herein
Cdiforniaonthe S Fk. of the
American. Onany summer
weekend theraftsare actually
touchingeach other with no
breakseven between different
company'strips.

I havecome upon pools
whereyou can't seethewater
forall theraftsand, of course,
they are dl water battlingand
yeling. | haveseenthe custom-
erssoinvolvedinwater battles
that they continueon through
therapids. | would bet that a
lot don't even remember the
individual rapids. Under these

conditionskayakershave no
choicebut toline up and wait
theirturnto runtherapids.
Playingisrarely an option.

| will wel comethe permit
system they areabout to putin
placeontheS Fk. Even
thoughit will severely limit the
frequency | paddlethat river
(whowantsto wait for a per-
mitfor ameady classII run?).
Anythingisbetter than the cur-
rentlevel of useontheS Fk.

| also agreethat
whitewater boating isnot a
sport for the masses. | re-
cently picked up abrochure
for amagjor kayak manufac-
turer. Thewholeslant of the
cataloguewasto sell kayaking
tothepublic. Nottosell their
kayaks to kayakers. Thismass
marketing will only serveto
further degradethequdity of
thesport. Thisdegeneration

| wasfurther demonstrated

when | took agroup of begin-
nersdowntheir first classlll
run. They wanted metotake

OUTFITTERS
STORE CATALOG

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR
WHITEWATER PADDLING,
WE MAIL ANYTHING FROM A PAIR
OF NOSECLIPS TO A KAYAK

FOR A FREE CATALOG CALL
(800) 367.3521

41 HWY 19 W/ BRYSON CITY, NC 28713-9114

FAX (704) 488-2498

partinabizarreritual of two
peopl ecarrying each kayak up
thefew yardstotheroad.
They saidit waseasier that
way.
Isthisthefuture of
whitewater boating? Thou-
sands of screamingrafterson
every pool and kayakerswho
find carrying their own boat

t oo much effort?

Ontheedge,
Chuck Masey
Q@ass Vdley, Cdifornia

Editors'snote: Chuck
Massey worked as a raft

riversintheearly 80's. He
has been kayaking “longer
than therehave been plastic
boats!

The problemadf crowding

mercial USErs seemsto be
ubiquitousand,
unfortunaily, | doubt that it
isgoing to go away. That's
why we must lobby for some

~reasonableand equitable

management iNthese situa-
tions.

Asfor bizarre rituals...
well... Chuck.. you i livein
California!l

Costa Rican

Confusion

Dear Editor:

| enjoy reading American
Whitewater magazineand
support the efforts of the orga-
nization.

In theJuly/August 1993is
sue, Mark Whitesarticle,"In
Search of the Legping Bobo
Fish",theauthor or your edito-
ria staff madea rather signifi-
cant error in the side-bar
piece,”Do Your Part". Presi-
dent Oscar Arias(1989 Nobel
Peace Prize Honoree) has not
beenin officesince1990. In
1990 PUSC candidate Rafael
Angd Calderonwaselected
president. It would certainly
make moreimpact for those of
us concerned with the preser-
vation of the Rio Pacuare, to

American Whitewater VNovember/December 1993

| guide ontheNew and Gauley

direct our letters to the right

Respectively submitted,
Jeffrey L. Buchman
Kingwood, Texas

Editor'sreply:
Thanks for catching our
error. Thosewishing to pro-

test the proposed

“hydroproject onthe Pacuare

~should addresstheir |ettersto

| President Rafael Angel

Calderon in Zapato, Costa
Rica. They may also contact
_River Conservation Interna-

tional at (202) 463-4378.

Tygart's Valley Falls

Dear Editor:
Enclosedisacopy of alet-

of recreational riversby com- | terthat | wrotetothe Times-

West M rgi ni a that they pub-
lished after | wasdenied ac-

| cesstothewhitewater within

thepark.

| guessthings have gotten
even worsenow, with the
Ranger prohibiting kayakers
who put in upstream of the
park boundariesfrom even
scoutingthefallsbeforer un
ning them!

"Stay in your boat", be
blastsfrom a bullhorn.

Asgovernment increases,
freedomsdecrease!

Text of letter... Reprinted
from newspaper

Dear Sir,

: Recently the ] iﬁ Weg
Virginia did astory andr an

picturesof membersd the

| Marion County Chamber of

Commercerunning Vdley
Fdlsin theirinflatable kayaks.
Thearticleled oneto believe
that kayakersare welcomeat
thepark.

Accordingto thearticlein
the paper. Park Superintendent
Alfred Dean said, "Itisyour
park. Wewouldlikeyouto
comeuseit." Thismay betrue
for politiciansbut not for aver-
agetaxpayers.

| wasrecently told by Mr.
Deanthat | could neither
launch or depart from my
kayak on park property. | was
informedthat | might bein-
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WRITE OR PHONE FOR OUR
FREE DISCOUNT CRTRLOG

Eureka, Jansport, Sierra Designs,
Slumberjack, Cannondale, Peak 1,

Chouinard, Gfa, Optimus, Lowe,
& Woolrich, Columbia,
Camp Trails, MSR,
The North Face,
N Gregory, N
"N\ Helty N
i Fi

2\

Specially for the American

TOUR-1994

=

jured and hold the park liable.
Thiswould seemto meto be
an unreasonabledenid of ac-
cess.

State parksshould bea
center of accessfor outdoor

l-lIllllll'H'I_IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII--.-lll'.'.---"'.'.-----'l

to"Wild and Wenderfizl”
Now it' Sj ust getting to be

west virginia.

Bob Gedekoh

activity, whether it be fishing,
hunting, hiking or, yes, even
kayaking. To promotethe
state on TV asawhitewater ha-
ven, thennot to evenlet
whitewater enthusi astsput on
inastate park,isludicrous.

| would encourageour re-
sponsible DNR officidstore-
considertheir attitudesdealing
withforest and water access
points. | believethat our DNR
and Park Serviceshould pro-
motelawsto permit water ac-
cessand portage. | wouldlike
to see our DNR become prob-
lem solversand not part of the
problem.

Sincerdly,
Bill Young

Bruceton. Wed Virginia
Editor’s Rely...

Apparently the situ-
ation has continued to
deteriorate at Valley
Falls Sate Park. And, if
it makes you fed any
better, Bill, AWA Direc-
torsaren't faring any
better than you.

One of our own, who
recently launched le-
gally abovethe park
boundaries, was barred
fromscouting the falls
fromthemid river boul-
ders by your bullhorn
toting ranger.

whitewater enthusiasts,KSE is
organizing a kayak adventure on

-

the most famous whitewater rivers
of Europe.This unmissable trip

|takes place over two weeks in June,

during which time we visit:
FRANCE
ITALY
SWITZERLAND
SLOVENIA
& AUSTRIA

1 For further information about this

unique opportunity contact:

Kano Ski Europe (KSE)
Hoofdstraat 202, 6024 AB Budel
The Netherlands

Tel: 0031 2521 11369 or
0031 4950 18497

Fax: 00-31 4950 18462

All o thisis sup-
posed to promote safety
within the park! 21?21?

What hypocrisy.

Can you imagine a
mor e dangerous sce-
nario than forcing some-
oneto rum a fourteen
foot waterfall without
looking at it first? Be-
cause you are worried
about liability?

That's not just hy-
pocrisy... that's stupid-
ity!

WEIl add thisto our

ever growing list of seri- -

—- New River Gorgein thefuture.
| Arst, highspeed motorized

_| mally crowded river for safety |

-1 Evenso, therewereseverd |

Jet Skis ICE New

River

Dear Fellow Paddlers,

lamwritingtobringto
your attentiona recent occur-
renceonthe New River Gorge,
—West Virginia On September
26, 1993, the day after the
Gauley Festival, three of us
were paddling the New River
Gorge, whenwewereas-
saulted by the din of four jet
skis near Lower Kaymoor
rapid. Wewereinformedthat a
video wasbeing taped for the
Discovery Channel and that we
must stop until they werefin
ished. Wetriedto stay out of
their way the best we could.
Thi s wasmuchout of fear for
our own safety, sincethe
peopleon the jet skis (includ-
ing the Rep artist Vanillalce)
werevery disrespectful and
had no apparent concernfor
othersontheriver. Duringthe
courseof our interactionwith
them we were prevented from
usingasectiondf theriver,
screamed at and cursed by the
cameramen. Worse, there
werethree occasionswhen
rampagingjet skis nearly
rammed our canoesand kay-
aks. Intalkingto 15-20 other
paddlersat the takeout, we
foundout that othershad smi-
lar experiences.

I am hoping that something
can bedoneto prevent these
typesd craftfromusingthe

boatshave no placeon anor-
reasons. Becaused there- |
leaseonthe Gauley River,the |
- New River wasrdatively
- sparsely used on that day. —

| near misses. A high speed col- |
lisionbetweenajet ski and a

ous access problems.
West Virginiaused

isand should be protectedasa
haven of natural beauty, The
— environmental impact of ex-
haust spewingjet skis could be
nothing but negative, and the

_— ruining of the aestheticsd the

Gorgeisunquestionable. |
havea so writtento the New
River Gorge Park Ranger about
thissituation. | hopethat oth-
erswithsimilar experiences
haveal so writtento you, and
thereissomethingthat can be
done beforethescores o jet
skiersseethisvideoon Discov-
ery and think that it's "open
season” to overrun the New
River with their noisy, pollut-
ing safety hazards.

Sincerdly,
Stuart A. Thompson
Nashville, Tennessee

Editor's Reply:

Neil Young recently
wrote, “A natural beauty
should be perserved likea
monument...” Apparently
Vanillalce and company see
theworld a bit differently. |
know whose C.D.s | buy.

Your's was not the only
complaint that we heard
about this sttuation. Admit-
tedly everyone hastheir omm
definition of fun, but the

4 prospect of our whitewater

riversbeing overrun by jet

skiersisnot a pleasant one.
Let'shopethat thisisa

short lived phenomenon.

kayak, canoeor raft could eas-
ily provefatal. Second, | be-
lievethat the New River Gorge
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...the first SELF-BAILING
all inflatable cataraft!

First made for video boaﬁmmr’mlg River {
in Australiain 1986, the SHREDDER has |

been built and & power-tested ever since. A \
great way for an experienced river runner to
introduce a novice to GOOD water! They are

stable yet responsive in big H,O & fast in flat- |

their limits...hole punching and
wave surfing!

SHREDDER rolls

up into a compact

18" x 28"! The cross
tubes & raised floor

eliminate the need for
+ abulky frame. Have

[ beenused as guide
/

[}

[

boats on raft & ducky
trips...made entirely in

__7 Pennsylvania....... 98%

domestic content!
 STANDARD Fsa'runss..,..\&j

e« floor ¢ D-rings rope
= splash screen == foot stirrups

ERq . m
. ACCESSORIES

STANDARD MODEL SPECS...

* length = 124" < color = black
Cewidth=58"  «weight = 35-54bs 412 - ?2%}%
« tube diameters available = 185~ 20", 21" 36 Ohiopyle,

neoprene/nylon ASK FOR TONY

PRICES RANGE FROM $980.00 & UP
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DIHEB'I'OHS WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST
snmms L Lt T T m COMPLETE PADDLING SHOP
Anita Adams Bab Glanville Mac Thernton Located in the Hear_t of the
Star Route 1, Box 46 66 Deer Run 322 10th Street SE New & Gauley Rivers
E(.jmond, WV 25837 Glenwood, NY 14069 Washington, DC 20003 Products from: Perception, Wilderness
Ric Alesch Jack Hession Charlie Walbridge Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,
14262 W. Warren Place 241 East 5th Avenue 230 Penllyn Pike Patagonia, Stohlquist, Rapidstyle,
Lakewood, CO 80228 Anchorage, AK 99501 Penllyn, PA 19422 Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps,
Bill Baker Bill Hildreth Executive Director Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE!
2953 Birch Street 78 Beechwood Street Phylis B Horowitz, I —
Denver, CO 80207 Cohasset, MA 02025 P.0. Box 85 MNEW and EAI.ILE\I' GGHEEE
Pope Barrow Lars Holbek Phoenicia, NY 12464

136 13th Street SE Box 63 (914) 688-5569

Washington,DC 20003 Coloma, CA 95613 AWA OFFICERS

Lee Belknap Diana Holloran President; Risa Shimoda Callawav

1308 Maryland Avenue Route 1, Box 90 Vice President: Mac Thornton

Glen Ellen, VA 23060 Fair_view Mountain Road Secretary: Anita Adams

Risa Shimoda Callaway ~ Reliance, TN 37369 Treasurer: Jim Scott

P0. Box 375 Chris Koll m x

Denver, NC 28037 MCK Building Associates

Tom Christopher 221 West Division Street iy IIE;on 8";':“:""‘"’ secutive irecior L

931 Union Street Rear Syracuse, NY 13204 Phoenicia, NY 12464 NORTH AMERICAN
Leominster, MA 01453 Jim Scott (914) 688-5569 RIVER RUNNERS, INC
Bab Gedekoh %;ghﬁr? cth%/nDSCtr%%tol\ll\éV Rich Bowers, Conservation Program Director On U.S."Route 80, % Mile
Box 228, RD 4 gron, 1609 Northcrest Drive East of U.S. 19 Intersection-
Elizabeth, PA 15037 Pete Skinner Silver Spring, MD 20904 —
Susan Gentry Box 272, Snyder Road Keith Morgan, Database Manager

557 Deer Creek Trail West Sand Lake. NY 12196 52 Tanglem}oo s anag

Hoschton. GA 30548 Durham, NC 27705

Douruin Dar Cinen Warirsoor 81ss| P ERFORMANCE By W ‘ v E s

H.O Proor Compmession STurr Sacka pnrbﬂ
Wirteraoos Camens Bacs

Karar Sroeace Fiorarios

ExrraasroaT PFD®s
Kivax Srmay Siiars

e Extra room for the taller paddler.

e Comfort andresponse for the 120 to 220
pound paddler.

e Combines stability for the beginner with
performance for the expert.

Dar Stomace Bacs
MITCHELL PaDDLES

AK FLOTATION
. ﬁn‘.l#ll Racks

“The Choice is Easy

® The hot playboat for the small to
medium sized paddler.

® Fasytorolland
surfs like a dream.

~ CALLFOR FREE'COLOR CATALOG OF
OVER 400 PADDLESPORT PRODUCTS. Write or call for a catalog
and your nearest dealer.

1-800-843-8985 PO. Box 5207
. Steamboat Springs,CO 80477
OYAGEURY| co3erssen
| P.O. BOX 107 * WAITSFIELD . VERMONT 05673 -
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The American
Whitewater
tion

Ou missonisto consrve
Americaswhitewater resources
and to enhance opportunitiesto
safely enjoy them.

The Ameican Whitewater
Affiliation (AWA) isa national
organization with a membea ship
of over 3000 individual
whitewater boating enthusass
and marethan 100 local
paddling dub affiliates.

EDUCATION: Through publica-
tionof themagazine, American
Whitewater, and by other means, the
AWA providesinformationand educa
tion about whitewater rivers, boating

[ safety, technique, and equipmernt.

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains
acomplete national inventory of
whitewater rivers, monitorsthreatsto
thoserivers, publishesinformationon
river conservation, providestechnical
advicetoloca groups, workswith
government agencies, and —when
necessary — takeslegd actionto pre-
vent river abuse.

EVENTS: AWA organizessporting
events, contestsand festivalsto raise
fundsfor river consarvation, including
the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeoin Ten-
nesseeand the annual Gauley River
Fedtival in Wedt Virginia, thelargest
gatheringd whitewater boatersinthe
nation

SAFETY: AWA promotespaddling
safety, publishesreportson
whitewater accidents,and maintains
botha uniform national ranking sys-

temfor whitewater rivers(thelnterna |

PURPOSE...."... IS

[ tional Scaed Whitewater Difficulty)

as well as an internationally recog-
nized whitewater safety code.

RIVER ACCESS. Toassurepublic
accessto whitewater riversAWA ar-
rangesfor river accessthrough private
| ands by negotiationor purchase,
seeksto protect theright o public
passageon dl riversand streamsnavi -
gableby kayak or canoe, and resists
unjustifiedrestrictionson government-
managed whitewater rivers.

AWA wasincorporated under Nis
souri non-profit corporationlawsin
1961 and maintainsits principa mail-
ing addressat PO Box 85, Phoenicia,
NY 12464. The phone number is914-
6885569, AWA istax exempt under
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Rev-
enue Cack.

.u..l......._-..;_--...ll||l'l';';';_i-_"'-"_u'i'-nl|||||||;----llll-llllllnl

GIVE THE GIFT OF WHITEW ATER THIS SEASON

L et $20f|nd a holeln your pod<et

The AWA isfighting to save our whitewater resources. Yau can help. Your $20
membershipfeeisfunneleddirectlyinto our effectiveriver conservationactions. Plus-
every member receivesa bi-monthly subscriptionto American Whitewater... the best
semi-professionalwhitewater magazinein the world!

Join the AWA today and receive American Whitewater at home!

Whitewater. |'ve enclosed my tax-deductible contributiondf $20.00($25 Canada, $30
overseas) to help conserveour whitewater resources and promoteriver safety.

Name

Address

T,
| would liketo make an additional contributionto AWA’s Whitewater Defens®

Projectasindicatedbeow.

AWA membershipdues................ $20.00

WDP contribution ........ccvevecviivvenns $
Total amount .........cccvvvnierirnininies $

Yes | would beinterestedin beingan AWA volunteer.
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SAFETY ....%.
\Mhilewaler
Fatalities:
Reviening the Past
Decade

Compiled by LeeBelknap fromdata
collected by Charlie Walbridge

Duringthe past ten years whitewater
recreationhas becomeincreasingly popu-
lar and itsenthusiastsmoreskillful. Asa
resultthelimitsof thesport have been
pushedever higher. Unfortunately,during
thistimethelist of fatalities among skilled
whitewater boatershasgrown to over one
hundred.

Aspart of AWA’s ongoingefforttoim-
prove whitewater saf ety through educa-
tion, areview wasperformed of thefatal
accidentsreported by Charlie Wabridgein
The Bedt of the Whitewater Safetv Task

5n
.

Force Newsletter and the Whitewater
Sefetv Task Force VolumesTT and III.

Ignoring 27 dam rel ated incidents,
most commercia incidents, and several
incidentsinvolving boaterswith practi-
cally no whitewater experience, our evalu-
ation o the remaining100incidentsindi-
cated that the top three killers of experi-
enced whitewater paddlerswere: Pins
(25%), Long Swims(25%), and Swimming
Into Entrapments (15%).

Dam related incidentswereexcluded
from the study becausemany did not in-
volve whitewater boatersand becausethe
reporting of such incidentsisthought to
beincomplete. Mot deathsinvolving
commercia operationswereexcluded be-
caused therelativeinexperienced the
victimsand becauseit isdifficult to obtain
reliableinformationabout these accidents
dueto potential litigation. A few commer-
cia fatalitieswereincluded, whenthecir-
cumstanceswhich contributedled to the
death wereclearly applicableto experi-
enced noncommercial paddlersaswell.

Thecategory of PinningIncidentsin-
cluded those on rocks, bridge abutments,

P.O. Box 65
Twin Lakes, CO
” B1251
* Phone/FAX (719) 486-1295
CALL OR \WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG

and undercuts; vertica pins, pinson de-
bris, and two whitewater boaterswho
wereliterally sucked under whiletill in
their boats by peculiar currents (oneona
steep creek, and oneinasquirt boat in
very high water). Boaterswho died from
entrapmentin trees (9%) were not in-
cludedin the pin category.

Deathsattributed to Long Swvimswere
just that: longswimsinvery fast, difficult
water.

The category of SwimmingInto
Entapmentsincluded those who perished
out of their boatswhileattempting self
rescue. 11%of thefatalitiesinvolved
swimminginto trees and 4%involved foot
entrapments.

Whét can we concludefromall of this?
How can each one of usavoid becoming
another depressing statistic?

The number of deathsthat occurredas
aconsequence of swimmingissomewhat
surprising and rai sesa number of issues.
Perhapsthe old adagethat "If you aren't
swimmingoncein awhile, you aren't
pushingyoursalf hard enough” hasbe-
come obsol ete, especialy when applied to

F
K |

%
What's Up?.z
Water level readings from selected; :

North American river level gauges are | m
up on Waterline!tmm

Water levels at your favorite boating 48

spots, and more you haven't explored{— ==
yet, may be "up"too! Find out for sure-{ ™

where the best conditions are byt
calling Waterline while you're planning{

your next river adventure

Readings are updated continually 24+
hours a day, 7 days a week.+

Call toll-free, any time of day, for{
information, sample readings and river
gauge lists. We'll mail you details or if -
you have a fax number handy, we'll fax
you everything you need to call our-{
Waterline gauge phone right now for-+
today's river levels. 1

.ﬁ
ashedenhndunhnid
.

i i

e ot
1-800-945-3376
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(5 R = River #
+ ! AL |Little 1
== BC 1 Chilcsn 1 o AK | Little Susitna 1
YA Gauk il ID |Lochsa 1
Fatalltiez Lista Bk .l.‘:'-l-l"I - o "-- PA | Lower Yough 1
By Stale A TR Fie Armarcan -] WV | L. Blackwater 1
| T3] MM | B | Squamnah =] ] NY | L Salmon 1
[ | Wy | 1] TN | L ! 2 TN | L Tellico 1
CO | 10 WA | A 1Chaooga | { = ME | Machias R. 1
B | B AL L CO Crystal | 2 CA | Merced 1
] WV_ L Meadow & MO Mississippi 1
NY | 8] MM ! WV | New 2 NY | Moose 1
Pa | 8] MO ID | N.Fk Payette 2 AL | MulberryFk. 1
Ak L3 ..'"'I_l. MA | QuaboagR. 2 CA [M. Fk. Feather 1
SC 1 A WM | CA "Russian 2 ID [M. Fk. Salmon 1
ALl 2l0R ) ID S Fk Clearwater 2 NC | Nantahala 1
oA | 2 TX |} | Bio—Bio (Chile) 1 NY | Niagra Falls 1
I - . | CO Cache La Pudre 1 NY | Normans Kill R. 1
MA | ] WL CA | Cal Salmon 1 VA |NorthR. 1
_ PA_|Casselman 1 NY [ Ouleout Cr. 1
WV | Cheat Canyon 1 PA | Pine Cr. 1
CA_CherryCr. 1 NM| Rio Grande 1
BC ! Chilliwack 1 TX | San Marcos 1
PA | ClarionR 1 IR | Sandy 1
CO [ Clear Creek 1 i0 | Secesh 1
CO_'ColoradoR. 1 D | Sebway i
_NY__Delaware 1 WA | Skykomish ) —
PA | Delaware 1 PA- SlipperyRoekCr————1
AK |Eagle 1 WV | Stoney 1
CA |EelR. 1 TN | Suck Creek 1
NM |Embudo 1 AK | Susitna 1
NY |Esopus Cr 1 MT | Swan 1
AZ | Grand Canyon 1 CA | S. Fk. American 1
WA | GreenR. Gorge 1 ID [ S. Fk. Payette 1
| | Jatate (Mexico) 1 NC | Tuckasegee 1
MN | Kettle R. 1 CA [U. West Walker R. 1
KingsR Canyon 1 NH | WestR. 1
Ser Vi ng the FOR SERIOUS PADDLERS
. A FULL LINE OF GEAR FOR
paddling sports  ANOES < KATAKS
- i N H
since 1969
K
SHOGUN - The ultimate whitewater play boat
RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak
RAPID - Proven freestylewinner
Still made using tough cross-linked polyethylene construction
Qr SEDA SeaKayak lineconsists of the famousGlider,
a g Viking, Swift, Tango and Vagabond.
1 Q@r SEDA open and decked recreationa canoesare highly

regarded by customersthroughout the nation and Canada

Q@r SEDA accessoriesinclude Coast Guard approved lifevests,
top design wet suitsand acomprehensivelineof whitewater and
flatwater gear.

Call today for our 40 page bar gain-packedcatalogand dealer nearest you.

SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Coolidge Ave., National City, CA 91950
Tel: 6191336 2444

Featuring quality products from
Perception, Aquaterra, Extrasport,
Voyogeurs, Pacific Water Sports, Blue
Puma, Body Glove, Werner and more.

Write for our FREE Catalog of River Gear.
Dealers: Ask about our Rescue Bogs,
Sprayskirts, and Pogies.

WILDWATER DESIGNS
230PENLLYN PIKE. PENLLYN, FA 19422
215-646-5034
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5 @ - = =
0 74 76 8 & e 84 86 88 oo 2 ol % 0
¥ } ACCIDENT SUMMARY i advanced boatersin classV and VI water.
Thereismuchto besaidfor havinga
i °;"’/Tf\ 100% bomb proof roll and a healthy re-
S o spect for the power and difficulty of
~ Bad Hydraulic (8.0%) ——"j_':'— iy whitewater,especialyat unusualy high or
f—l low flows. Boatersneed to honestly con-

mr Entupﬂo_nt (51.0%)—

sider thelimitsof their own abilitiesbefore
undertaking a difficult river descent. Cf
course, 0ccasional swimsareinevitable,
but those who swim should be educated to
avoid rocks, debrisand strainerswhereen-
C trapmentscan occur.

Inrecent years many new boatershave
WMI progressedto advanced status rapidly, ac-
i complishingin monthswhat used to take
years. Unfortunately,their river reading
Wil o/ e skillsand their appreciationdf thedangers
N inherentin runningdifficult,technical
oin ; whitewater isoften limited by their lack of
il experience. More experienced boaters
m_| paddling with such individual sshould do
L their best to call attentionto these haz-
W | ;
W 1 I NG fr) ar$ .
- What elsecanwedoabouta | of this?

Yautdll us.. the Lettersto the Editor Sec-
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RzviR RATZ
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Ar b Fueeo STAss Ty
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Bo” Tire, Covievy fowoer,
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L
o
By 118 ‘5018 80 3

— tion of thi s magazinerepresentsafinefo-
rumfor discussion.

We al so encourage boatersto report
a| fatal accidentsto Charlie Wdbridge at
230 Penllyn Pike, Penllyn, Pennsylvania
19422..

THINK NEW FOR' 93

think smal:i. Think quick! Think spinning & surfing. Think agile.
Thinksteep... Total control THINK,,, OUT
ME
EDGE!

Thinkagain... thin'k smaller.

Think spin control, flying endersand linked 360's!
Think hand-surfing and pirouettes!

Think about every-
thing you love
about

whitewater canoeing H i1 v+
& kayaking % 5_
and you have to "From rhe Minds o Paddlers”

PO Box 1500, Harriman, TN 37748 615/882-0404
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AWA Conservation
Chairman Thanks
Supporters

by Rich Bowers

Astheend of the
year drawsnear, | would
liketotakethi s opportu-
nity to thank the many
peoplewho supported
the AWA Conservation
Program. Supportersdf
thi s productiveand is-
portant endeavorin-
cluded AWA Directors,

Regiona Coordinators, Rich and daughter Danna on
and countlessof indi- the Sacandaga River, NY
vidual boaterscommit-

ted to protecting our riv-

€rs.

Support came in many forms; freefood and lodging, transpor-
tation, equipment | oans, techni cal assistance, vacation timedo-
nated to river work, guideservices and general encouragement.

In many cases athank you alsogoesout to wholefamilies
who had to put up with endlesseveningand weekend discus-
sionson such exhilaratingtopicsas hydro developmentand lega
settlements. _

By no meansisthi s listing complete. However, without the
support of the following peopleand companies, the ANVA Conser-
vation Program could never haveattained theleve of success
that it achievedin 1993

Dougand Diane Oliver

John Frachella

Barbaraand Courtney Parker

Pete and BonnieSkinner

Popeand Julie Barrow

Ti m& Nancy Shanahan

CharlesWare

Alder Creek Kayak

Hoffman, Williams,Lafen &

Fletcher

Matt Lutz

Scootch Pankonin

Perception, Inc.

CdiforniaCanoe & Kayak

Wayne & Susan Gentry

Ron & Lorraine Stewart

MaineProfessional River Outfitters

Al & Sandy Ainsworth

PhyllisHorowitz & DennisMcLean

Tom Christopher & Shirley

Jackie Krusek

Bo & Kathy Shelby

Findly, aspecial thank you to American Rivers, Inc. Without
their enormoussupport, donation o office space and supplies,
expertiseand general commitment to rivers, the ANA Conserva
tion Program (and specifically our hydropower efforts) might
well haveremainedin the dark ages.

In the September/October issue of theJournal, the AWA con-
servation program reported their participationin the June 17 Fed-
era Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) National Hy-
dropower Roundtable, and discussed optimisticallytheir hopes
for the newly appointed FERC Commissioners.

In late September,in responseto requestspresented by the
AWA and othersat thi s Roundtable, newly appointed FERC
Chai rwoman Elizabeth Moler announced specific policy changes
withint hi s agency toimprove public participationindam
reicensing. For the FERC, increased publicinput will resultin
morethorough anaysesand better decisions. For boaters, it
should mandatebetter noticeon upcoming projectsand offer lo-
cal clubsand individua boaters a better chanceto get involved.

The new policy callsfor. scoping meetingsand/or public com-
mentondr &t assessmentsfor al projects(currently only rarely
doneEnvironmental Impact Statements(EIS) offer final public
comment periods); more multi-projectassessments, which re-
group applicationsinthe same river basin; and, greater use of the
EIS

In addition, Chairwoman Moler announced the Commisson's
intention to solicit commentson their legal standing regarding
dam decommi ssioningand addressing cumul ativeimpactson a
river. AWA regardseach of these ascritical relicensingissues.

New Yak
AccessDecision

Inlate September, astate
judgein New Yok offeredafa
vorablepreiminary decision
regardingriver passageinthe
Adirondack Park (Moose
River). Thisrulingstated that
the historical determination of
river navigability (floating
logs) wasantiquated, and that
the present definition of navi-
gabilityincluded recreational
use. Whileprecursory,this of-
fersa precedent setting opin-
ion regardinga high profile
case on publicaccessrights.

If this rulingisnot over-
turned, which seemsunlikely
atthi s time, thi s may offera
strongincentiveto other states

American Whitewater v November/December 1993

to updatetheir rulingsregard-
ingaccessto publicriver re-
sources.

Thi s ruling came about due
to atrespass case devel oped
by the New York SierraClub
and their paddling members.

TALLULAH
UPDATE

IntheTallulah Falls
relicensingcase (seearticlein
last issue), the State Depart-
ment of Natural Resourceshas
formally withdrawnitsopposi-
tion to whitewater recreation
inthisarea Negotiationshave
recommenced with Georgia
Power and scheduled
whitewater rel easeson this
outstandingriver segmentare
moving forward..



CONSERVATION

Grand Canyon Update 93

News of Interest to Whitewater Boaters

by Bill Baker
AWA Director

Permits

The Colorado River through the Grand Canyon isarguably the
best extended river trip in the United States, featuring 225 miles
of wilderness, spectacular scenery and terrificwhitewater.
Unfortunately, the waitinglist for privateboatersisseven to eight
years. Forthelatest permit applicationguiddines, call the Per-
mits Officeat (602) 638-7843.

Clear Skies?

The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeashasunanimously uphelda
precedentsetting environmental clean up agreement negotiated
by the Grand Canyon Trust, the Environmental Protection
Agency and the Navgjo GeneratingStation. The 1991 agreement
requiresa90% reductionin sulfur dioxideemissionsfromthe
coal powered generating plant near Page, Arizona Theagree-
ment had been appeal ed by the Central ArizonaWeter Conserva-
tion District becauseitscustomerswill haveto pay morefor the
power used to pump water uphill from the Colorado River to
Phoenix and Tucson. The CAWCD is expected to appeal thisde-
cision again,thi s time to the Supreme

| 1849 C ST. NW, Washington, D.C. 20240

| ortheir US Senator or Representative.

| U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510

| US House, Washington, D.C. 20515
Freaway

| Inamgorvictoryfor environmentalists,the ArizonaTrade

| Corridor Study has recommendedimproving U.S Highway 93,
rather t han extending1-17 from Haggaff, through the Grand

Canyon, tothe canyonlandsdf southern Utah.

| Grand Canyon Support

| TheSan Franci sco Chroni cl e recently reportedt het

I Nicolino, aconceptual artist from California, istryingto collect
I enough brassieresto createafour mile long streamer acrossthe
| Grand Canyon.

LisaDickey, a representativedf the Grand Canyon Trust,
commented enthusiasticallythat Nicolino'swork will provide“a
| great deterrentto low flying helicopters.”

i The Grand Canyon Trust isa non-profit organi zationdedicat-
| ing to conserving the natural and cultural resourcesof the Colo-
rado Plateau. For moreinformation contact: Route4, Box 718,
Flagstaff, Arizona86001. (602) 7747488.

TheGrand Canyon Field Institutein a non-profiteducational
organi zation offering learning experiencesdesignedto enhance
the enjoymentof the environmental and cultural aspectsdf the
Canyon. Contact: po box 399, Grand Canyon, Arizona86023.

(602) 638-2481. 1

Couirt.

r::_-
Quiet Skies?

First the good news. Latelast year
the Federal AviationAdministration
agreed to strictly enforcetheflight
free zonescreated by the 1987 Na
tional ParksOverflightsAct. Theact
wasintended to " substantially restore
natural quiet and experience’.

Now the bad news. Unfortunately,a

25acre expansioniscurrently under-

way o the helicopterfacility at the

Grand Canyon Airport.
Boatersconcerned aboutthi s

matter should writeto:

Secretary of the Interior

RAFTING/RIVER MANAGER
for growing outdoor center. Respon-
siblefor overall rafting operationson 3
rivers, guide hiringand ongoing
training, record keeping and cusomer
service. Candidatesshould possess
extensiveraftingand trip leading |
experienceon class|V rivers, srong

(301) 746-5389

second skin Pile®
tights, vests, and

| one-Eiece suits

) 5
Quality (@ rnrmn:m@

Innovation
Service

‘upper Yough"
Riverside Shop
P.O. Box 70
276 Maple Street
Friendsville, MD

21531 '
call for B
Free catalog

managerial and people skillsand
ability towork independently. Send

PN

resumeand referencesto:

Zoar Outdoor, P.O. Box 245,

@m MJ}} Manufacturedin the @m Fﬂﬂb@ --

Charlemont MA 01339

United States bv Mountain Surf, Inc.
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'Snake Releases

White, an AWA Regiona Ceordinator from Salt Lake City, has
asked theldaho Department of Parksand Recreationto conduct
aformal study to determine the Feasibility of schedulingrel eases
fromthe Milner Dam onthe Snakeriver. The Milner sectionrunis
17mileslong and terminatesin Twin Falls.

Duringthe wet yearsof theearly 80s, the Milnersection of
the Snake flowed at 15,000- 20, OOOnearIyaI summer long. Pad-
dlersfrom Idaho, Utah and Wyoming enjoved whitewater thet ri-
vaedthat of the Grand Canyon only;i few hosirs Froen teir
' homes. But from 1986through 1992, 1us water was spilled from
the Milner Dam.

Thisyear the Milner Dam spilled 15w cfs for one week;
then ranat 1,700¢fs for one month. Evenat thislower level itis
| said to beaworthwhilerun

White iscooperatingwith Liz Paul of 1daho RiversUnitedin
thisefforttoobtain regularly scheduled recreational rel eases.
They are currently compilingalist of boaterswho would beinter-
ested insuch rel eases. To registeryour support, send your name
_and addressto Mark Whiteat 2034 E. Hubbard Avenue, Salt Lake
City, Uah 84108, (801) 582-3445 or contact Liz Paul at (208) 343
7481.1

Om behall of the intermountain whitewnber commamity, Mark |

i

CONSERVATION

AWA and Idaho Rivers United Seek | Finlandia Grants Availablefor

River Conservation

ACA DevelopingAccessand Conservation
Program

The American Canoe Association has hired David Jenkinsto
fill the newly created position of ACA Coordinator for Conserva
tion and Public Policy. Jenkins formerly worked on the Hill, han-
dling public policy issuesfor a U.S. Senator,and at amgjor D.C.
law firm, working on the Superfund.

One component of the ACA’s new conservationinitiativeis
the Paddle Free Program. The goal of PaddleFreeisto providea
coordinated support network that will allow paddlersacrossthe
nation to respondto local threatsto their favoriteriversand
streams.

Withasimpleletter or cal paddlerswill be abletogainac-
cesstostrategicand lega advice, connect with other concerned
paddlersor groups, seek the clout of national organizations,gain
accesstosourcesd fundsand find assistancein publicizingtheir
concerns.

Ancther component of the ACA initiativeisthe Finlandia
Clean Water Fund. Thisfund has been established by Finlandia
Vodka, in conjunctionwith the ACA, to providegrantsto local
sramms engaged in effortsto preserveand protect Americas rec-
1al waterways. Initsfirstyear thefund distributed more
than $50,000to more than 20 groups.

Many of these grantswere

| WHITEWATER PADDLERS : THIS NIMBLE INFLATABLE
CANOE WILL BLAST YOU THROUGH CLASS 1V, CATCH

EDDIES, HANDLE LOWER FLOWS...
Solo and Tandem Inflatables - I and 16 foot models

directedtoward riversdf interestto
whitewater boaters. Grant applicants
included the West Virginia Rivers Codi-
tion, The Dead Pigeon River Council,
New Y ork RiversUnited, Downstream
Alliance, Idaho RiversUnited and the
Rivers Council of Washington.

TheFinlandia Clean Water
Fund hopesto doubleitsgrantsfor
1984 and ultimately provideasmuchas
onemilliondollarsworth o grantsper
year.

With thesetwo initiatives
the ACA joinsorganizationssuch asthe
AWA. American Rivers, the River Net-
work and countlesslocal groupsin
their coalition dedicatedto protecting
thenation'srivers.l

RUGGED HYPALON SELF-BAIL CONSTRUCTION

CALL 1-800-280-SOAR

Perfect for Day Trips / Ideal for Wilderness Runs
Tracks Great in Flatwater, Lakes and Ponds
LIGHTWEIGHT & PORTABLE - SMALL BUNDLE FITS
CAR TRUNK, PICK-UP, 4X4, CAMPER, RV, AIRPLANE
All you need to be... Somewhere On A River

SOARR nratrsLES

' SUE
MINIMUM=MAXIMUM

PHONE:314-436-0016

507 N. 13th S. #4409, St Louis, MO 63103
FAX:314-436-2332

(215)622-0966

ToOM ONEILL DS IGNER/TABRICATOR,
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CONSERVATION

AWA RECEIVES $40,000
CONSERVATION ALLIANGE GRANT

To AddressRiver Access|ssues

The American Whitewater Affiliation has received a $40,000
grant from the Conservation Allianceto be used to secure better
accessto whitewater riversand streams.

The Alliance Grant istargetedat opportunitiestoimprove
river accessthrough privatelands.

Thegrant fundswill be used to:

Purchasespecificlands neededfor river access.
Provideincentivesfor privatelandownersto alow
river access.

Improveriver accessibility at hydroelectricprojects.

TheConservationAllianceisacoalitiondf 36 companiesin
the outdoorindustry. Over the past fiveyearsthe Alliance has
jointlyfunded over $1,000,000to non-profit groupsto addressim:
portant outdoor recreational and conservationissues.

The moniesgranted to the AWA will be used to continueits
work to assure publicrightsof passageon navigableriversand
streamsaccordingto Rich Bowers, ANA Conservation and Ac-

Ever yone Deserves a Tast e of

Southern
Pried
Creekin’

Thisvideo is45 minutes of extreme paddling
on some of t he South's most outrageouscr eeks
and rivers. Featur es the Tellico, Watauga,
Overflow Creek,the Whitewater, the Toxaway,
and forbidden Mystery Creek. Paddlersinclude
Dave'Psycho’ Simpson, Nolan Whitesell, For rest
Callaway, Russ Kullmar, and Kent Wigington.
Thevideo climaxes with first descents of Triple
Fd |s and 50-foot Coon Dog Fallson Mystery
Creek, Musicand narration add to your enjoy-
ment of the unbelievable action!

Send $26.95 plus $3.00 shipping/handling to:

Gentry Video Productions
848 Deer Creek Trail
Hoschton, GA 30548

(706) 654-2725

cess Director.

"Whitewater isscarceto begin with, making uplessthan 196
of our nation'sriver miles. Whitewater recreationopportunities
becomeeven more scarce when boatersare not permitted to get
onor off ariver."

Accessto many excellent whitewater r uns has beenlimited,
accordingto Bowers. Gainingaccessto riversthrough private
lands has becomeespecially difficult.

"Wear e finding more and more barbed wire across
whitewater rivers. Accessproblemsareincreasingduetoland-
owner liability concernsand increased side stream devel op-
ment," said RisaCallaway, AWA President.

Accordingto Callaway, " Assi stancefrom outdoor industries
iscritical tofindingasolution to thisproblem. Money isseldom
availablefrom other sources.” She noted that traditional philan-
thropieswill oftenfund environmental protectionprojects, but
"'seem not yet ready to embrace people's need to connect with
the outdoors".

Quality Kayak Instruction
and Specialty Trips

SS

Endh:u Firve

Adventureﬁ heraldsa new fype

of programdesigned for thesdlective
paddler - thoseof youwhoam to
become highly competent boaters.

Yau are guaranteed that your

instructor isone of the best in the

fidd, and iscommittedto help you reach

thegoasyou set.

Our Specidty Tripsaredesigned for a
quality vacation exploring new riversand
cultures. Intermediate through expert
kayakers areinvited tojoin uson a
vacation full of paddlingand
adventurein Colorado, Chile

and Costa Rica

&
ENTS®

Ak forour freecolor bookleton how to excel at kayaking!

44
A

PO Box 346, Bryson City, NC 28713 + Phone/Fax T04/488-61599

Worldwide E-Mall, CompuSense T1604, 1250
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STOP! ITOUT!
The Hottest New Kayak T

Top quality screen printed
white T w/red kayak
& black & red lettering.

Short Sleeve $14.95 LIMITED ME
Long Sleeve $17.95 L
Please add $2.00 shipping & handling

State Size (SM,L XL 2X1 3XL)

MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: Exclusive Enterprises, PO. Box 6615, Greenville, SC 29606

J |
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nian jungles, CostaRicaor New Zealand.
Youre off tothe Olympic Peninsulacf
Washington. With winter temperaturesin
the40sand S0sand morethan 150inches
o rainfdl per year, the Olympic Peninsula
isone of thefew temperaterain forestson
theplanet. It isalso awinter whitewater
paradise, aland of towering mountains
whereriversdropas muchas 5000feetin
twenty mileson their way to the sea

Washingtonin winter may not beas
toasty as CostaRicaor Chile or New
Zealand, butthenyou cando mystery
moveswithout fear of piranhafish and
crocodilesand portagewithout fear of
pyomy headhuntersor deadly vipers. Cf
courseyou may haveto deal with an occa
sional dugin your booties.

Thereare morethan 70r uns inthe
Olympics rangingfrom class| to V1. A few
o them flow during the summer dueto
snow melt, but November through May is
the best timeto experiencethe whitewater
o the Peninsula.

All you need isacopy of "ThePaddler's
Guideto the Olympic Peninsula”, available
at nany whitewater outlets. Your targetis
a beautiful and unique place, although un-
fortunately much of theland outside of the
Olympic Nationa Park hasbeen ravaged
by the timber barons. Americanvisitors
soon discover that they do not need to
travel to Brazil to see arain forest under
| dege
# What followsishypothetical itinerary
for aweek long November trip throughthe
’, Olympic Peninsulafor agroup o classIV-V

boaterson abudget. O course, potential
trippersneed to beflexibledepending on
westher conditionsand water levels.

A




DAY ONE: THE GREEN
RIVER GORGE

Youland at theairportand dis-
cover typical weather, 55 degrees, with
light rain falling. In short order you
rent avan and pick up your rental
boats and head for the Green, an 11
mile classII-IV runlessthan one-half
hour away. At 2400 cfsit's niceand
juicy,agood play level.

Yousurf your way through a beau-
tifu sandstonegorgeand pauseto
warm your handsand feetinthewarm
springs. Then, happy and exhausted,
you hit arestaurant and then a grocery
beforedrivingan hour and a hdf out
into theterraincognitad the Penin-
ala

DAY TWO: EAST FORK
HUMPTULIPS RIVER

After eating in Aberdeen, you head
throughthe ceaselessdrizzleto the
Narrows Section o the Humptulips.
Thisisasmall classilriver that flows
through afantasy gorge o water
scul pted basalt. Everyonepaddiesthe
fisk |adder which marksthe entrance
tothe gorge Thismakesfor some
comical photographs. Thevegetation

and smooth rock wallscreateatunnel

withlotsof placesto play; thegorgeis
mysteriousand intoxicating. You

pause for more photosat the spectacu-

lar point at which Goforth Creek fals
intotheriver fromtherim of the
gorge.

Euphoricfromyou Humptulips
run, you barely noticethe one hour
driveto your next target, Matheny
Creek

DAY THREE:
MATHENY CREEK

Theriver isflowing at a comfort-
ablewater level so you decideto
paddieall 12 miles inoneday. This
gem, which flowsthrough sedimen-
tary rock, hasapool/drop character.
Youwill paddlethrough rainforest
gorgesand, sadly, an occasional clear
cut.

At the put-in Matheny Creek is
small, about 300 cfs. Theactionstarts
withthe Tongueof Pleasure. Next you
boof Sharks’ Fin Fals, thentwirl your
paddleasyou negotiatesomedf the
friendliest classIV and V whitewater
you've ever experienced. Thisiswhat
Corsicamust belike.

Soonthevolumehasincreasedto
800 cfsand thereare play spots every-
where. Afteranendlessseriesd class
[T and IV rapidsthe river opensup and
salmon explode out of the shallowsin
thefina milebeforethetake-out. Yau
might even catch onewhileyour
friendsruntheshuttle.
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DAY FOUR SAMS
RIVER

After an hour long shuttleyou ar-
riveat thelaunchfor theSams River.
Yaudecidetorun theclassV rapid be-
low the bridge but pull out to portage
Y osamite Sam Slam, the class V+ drop
that follows. Now you have entered
thefirst gorge, knownto boatersas
Y osamite Sam. Theriver drops160
feet inthefirst three-quarters of amile
and the polished rock walsmakeit all
themoreintimidating. Y our portage
thelast dropinthegorge, then, after
paddiinga brief section of openwater,
you enter the second gorge, the Son of
Sam.

Thisgorgeisalot friendlier than
Yosemite Sam, so you boat scout ev-
ery ragpid except thelast one, the Son
o Sam Sam.

Thisisasplit fallsthat backenders
oned your compadres.

Astheriver opensup and you en-
ter someclassIII water thesun breaks
throughthe cloudsfor thefirst time
sinceyou arrived in Washington.
Guard your eyesand watch out for the
sunburnt!!

A rainbow arching over theold
growth timber leadsyou tothefina
gorge, Play It Again Sam. After scout-

i ng thefirst rapid... you guessedit...
Play It Agan Sam Slam, you commit
yoursdf to the gorge, thelongest o
thethreeontheriver. Youlinger at
severd play spotswithinthegorge,
then paddleinto the openfor thefina
threemilesto thetake-out. Once
againtheriver isdivewithsamonand
you even spot an eaglewrestlinga
twenty pound fishto shore. Thereare
dk too, aherd of twenty fordsthe
river just aboveits confluencewiththe
mighty Queets, your take-out.

Above: A narrow slot on the South Fork
of the Skokomish

THE Book For Rafters!

"A must for thefirst time floater

or the grizzled guide.”
LesBechdel Co-Author,
“Rlver Revons o

gnmna.r

-
L |
The complete guide to
WHITEWATER RAFTING
Techniquesand Equipment

Jeff Bennett

Send $15.95 + $25/h to:
Swiftwater Publ i shi ng Co.
PO Box 3031
___Portland, OR 97208
Dealers Call: 503/292-5758

DAY HVE: SURFING
THE PACIHCAT LA
PUSH

Yau pack apicnicand head out to
LaPushto check outthewaves. A
sunny day greetsyou with glassy eight
footersthat spill df indow motion. A
harbor seal watchesasyou surf util
sunset, demonstratingevery kind of
whitewater trick and wipe-out known
to man. Finadly you head back to
Forksfor dinner, feding postively
machoafter your gamedf football
withthe Pacific.

AMERICA'SFUNNIEST
PADDLING HOME
VIDEOS

REWARD: $300

Gentry Video Productions wantsto
includeyour funniest, most outrageous
home paddling video in our upcoming
video- America's Funniest Paddling
Home Videos. Send usa gaps of theclip
and you could win the $300 prize for the
Funniest Paddling Video Clip. If your clip
ischosen to beincluded in thevideo, you
will win a free video. We know you've
captured some great moments on video,
and now you can share them with
paddler'severywhere. Include your name,
address, phone, and a brief descripiton
along with theclip. Wewill return all
entries. Socomeon, send it in! Deadline

in 1/30/94.

Gentry Video Productions
646 Deer Creek Trail
Hoschton, GA 30548

Phone/fax (706) 654-2725
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Rain Forest Whitewater

' DAY 9X: THE SITKUM
' RIVER

Totally whipped, you decideto
passon the upper Sitkum andrun the
lower sectioninstead. Thisisan ex-
traordinarily beautiful gorgewth mas-
sivesitka spruce and waterfallscas-
cadinginfromthesidewalls. If you
keep your eyes open you might even
see amountainlion diningon salmon;
| did last fdll.

Thefirst few rapidsare big and ex-
citing. The biggest, Cotton Candy, of-
ferssmooth sailingto those who boof
it correctly, but isquite capabl e of
backenderingand windowshading
thosewhoselineleavessomethingto
bedesired.

The bottom of the runismelow
but beautiful, so you float along,
watching the salmon and savoring the
scenery.

After youfinishthe Sitkumyou
pack your boatsand travel two hours
to the South Fork of the Skokomish,
thelongest drive of your trip!

CLINCH RIVER
PADDLE CO.

''''''

71 THE SOURCE FOR CUSTOM
BUILT BOATS

7780 Chamber Hill Rd.
Harrlsburg. PA 17111

717-944-6320
Dealer Inqulries Invited

DURABLE-. -
2450 JONES RD. %%
LENOIR CITY, TN. 37751 ~
(615) 986-9387 ° |

CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE BRO
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For experienced
paddlers!

'l 7 -'_ﬂ'_ . ¥ _...'.1-':.
The Ultimate Kaya

king Experience
WesULY..

We supply kayaks, guides,
T, ACeoEENod AHO, TEnls
and transport within
Austrabla,

PRISTINE WILDERNESS ...

Paddl e the untamed torrents
amongprigineWaorldHeritage
rainforest, Somed themost
isolated and inaccessible

whitewater on earth

Rain Forest Whitewater

DAY SEVEN SOUTH
FORK OF THE

BE AMONG THE FIRST

CALL US TODAY ...

Be among the first o paddle
theraging whitewater of
tropical North Queendand.
Moreexhilarating
whitewater than you would

1 normally experiencein one EXPLORE KAYAK -
“4—entireseason! Bodo Lenitschek -

Conkact us ioday o learn

more about this wild and wel
tropical holiday d alifetime!

EXFLORE KAYAK
lete details, contact:

NO FREEZING CONDITIONS .

Leave the freezing winbers
and icy waters of the
northern hemispher ebehind
- No wetsuits or paddling
cags required herein tropical

North Queensland.

Phe 61 7O X2 1468 < S
Fax: 61 70 32 2248
P.0, Box 53, Manunda,

Cairns, O 4570, Australia.

UL LN i

SKOKOMISH

With the take-out only 37 miles
frommy house,thi s ismy backyard
river. The“Skok” isoned the most
spectacular runsinthe region, featur-
ing huge undercut boulderslyingin a
basalt gorgethat is500feet deep. You
stop at the bridgeto scout the river on
theshuttle, but sinceyou are S00feet
abovethewater, it isdifficult or nai n
tainyour perspective. Droppinga
rock from the bridgeand watchingit
fall givesyou someappreciation of the
depth of thegorgeandthesized the
rapidsbeow.

After runningachallengingbut
friendly boulder mazein thefirst
gorge, you climb out o your boatsto
scout Bad Mamadama. Last springl
watched paddling ace Scott Shipley
dicethrough thisrapid cleanly, but
oddsare after you eyeball this one,
you'll be happy to makethe short, easy
portage. Betweenthefirst and second
gorgeliesamelow sectionwhere
herdsd ek are often seen, stamped-
ing up the hillsde.

You scout several classVsinarow
just after entering the second gorge.
Everyoneelectsto carry High Stedl
Fdls theonly drop ontheriver that
till hasn't been paddlied. Just below
thismenaceyou scout Bobbingfor
Butler. If thewater level ishigh, ie.
above800cfsthi sisaclassVl, worse
to my mind than High Steel Falls. One-
half hour later you reachthelast class
V, Mr. Toad'sWid Ride, along maze of
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Only $399for new Pyranha Stunt Bats and Mountain Bats
$299 for new Pyranha Tourers

Plus shipping costs from Middlctown, PA.

The Mountain Bat (on the left) is an
extremely stable and easy to paddle kayak. This
is for both the novice paddler looking for afirst
boat or an expert paddler looking for a boat to
paddle thoseclassIV -V rivers.

The Stunt Bat (on the right) is a high
performance kayak for @l you river runners and
rodeo paddlers. Paddling the Stunt Bat you will
be amazcd a how responsive the boat feels.
This is duc to its low volume and sharp rails.
Thisis avery fun kayak to paddie.

The Tourer (not pictured) is a flat water
kayak that rescmbles a sea kayak except the
Tourer hasa much larger cockpit. Thisisavery
fast and stable kayak due to its long keel line
and U shaped hull.

There arealimited number of these boats remaining, so it'sfirst come, first served.
Offered by Whitewater Toys, Inc. Woodland Hills, UT - Call (801)423-2927
Or you may cal New Wave Kayak Products in Middletown, PA (717)944-6320
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Rain Forest Whitewater

car-sized undercutswith wierd cur-
rentsdeterminedto knock you off line.
Mr. Toad guaranteesan excitingfinish
toahair-raisingday:

DAY EIGHT: VANCE
CREEK

It hasrained heavily dl night so
youtakealook at Vance Creek, a
tributary of theSkok Itislow, butris-
ing, and by thetimeyou hiketothe
put-init'sat anicelevel. Thissmall
creek offers35 milesaf continuous
classMand IV whitewater with one
classV- Itflowsthroughasteepvalley
with some beautiful old growthforest.
Yaustoptotakepicturesof the water-
fdlsplummetinginto theriver.

By thetimeyou finish Vance Creek
everyoneismedlow, bemoaningthe
fact that their vacation isover. At the
restaurantyou relivethe highlightsof
you Olympic paddling adventureand
discussthefeasibility of athreeday
sdlf-supportedjourney throughthe
Grand Canyond the Elwha

Thiswiill be no simpleundertaking;
the Elwhaoffersanincredible, but
treacherous, challengeinthe heart of
the Olympic Nationd Park

But by thetimeyou reach the air-
port and head for home, everyoneis
psyched... comeJuly youwill return..
and the Elwhawvill be your target!

Olymlplc Peninaula

When To Go: November through
Junewater levelsfluctuatewildly so
you haveto beflexible. But beit high
or low, thereisdwayssomeplaceto
paddie.

Wesgther: In spring and fal tempera-
turesshould beinthe 50s, 60sand 70s.
Inthewinter they rangeinto the 40s
and occasiondly thereissnow.

WhereTo Rent Boats:

Olympic Outdoor Center

(206) 697-6095

Pacific Water Sports

(206) 246-9385
River Rat (206) 535-2855
Swiftwater (raftsonly)

(206) 547-3377

How Do AWA MembersFind Out
More Contact theauthor in Port Or-
chard, Washingtonat (206) 876-6780...
provided you are an AWA member in
good ganding.

&/I/# ook

paddles for the@thuslast

!#rauﬂ:l'

WildanessK ayak Expeditions
Hy-Insand Day Trips
entds, Ingruction
Raft Supported Trips

\/
“%ﬁm

W Andharagg AK 99507

Ganoe Alaska

Specializingin canoeinstructionand guided
canoetripson Interior Alaska River

Box 81750, Farbanks AK 99708

(907) 479-5183

dHE-2540

oy

WHITEWATER
e T 1T

& FISITI ™
W A ™

REYSTOMNE
RAFT & KAYAK
I ENTURES, INC,

150 5 aw ] 4864

Wathily dy Mulaindii e

Paddle With Alaska's Bes#
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Photos by Lisa Smarr

The 1993 Saluda Whitewater festival, Columbia, S.C.

First Saluda River Festival Huge Success

by Clay C. Brennecke

Moret han 300 paddlersand curios-
ity seekersspent the afternoonof Sat-
urday, August 7 at thefirst Sdluda
Whitewater Festival in Columbia,
South Cardlina. Thefedtival waspro-
duced by the Palmetto Paddlers, alo-
cal whitewater kayaking clubvith
moret han 100 members.

Besidesprovidingan opportunity
for boatersto samplethelower Sauda
River, Columbias unique"whitewater
gymnasium”, thefestival featured com-
petition in rescue eventsand booths
set up by local whitewater shops.

Thefegtiva wasfacilitated by the
released water from the South Caro-
lina Electricand GasHydropower Fa
cility at the Lake Murray Dam. Negoti-
ated by the Palmetto Paddlers,the
5000 cfsrel ease wasthefirst ever
scheduled by the company specificaly
for recreational purposes. Membersof
the club have been extremely encour-
aged by thecooperativeattitudedf the
utility company in granting the release,
which occurred duringone o the
worst droughtsto hit the Southeastin
recent history.

The Pametto Paddlersprovided a
freeshuttlefor all of thewhitewater
boatersand spectatorsat the event.
Laura Parker presented awhitewater

rescuedemonstrationtowildlifedfic
ersand rescue personnel fromal over
South Carolina. Parker also organized
awdl received rescuerodeoand "Ne-
anderthal Rock Rescue’ for
whitewater boaters, with whitewater
rescueaccessoriesas prizes.

Thefestiva culminated with a
raffledf morethan $1200 worth of
merchandizedonated by the
Nantahala Outdoor Center, Percep-
tion, Prijon, Patagonia, the North Face
and local merchants.

South Carolinas own Perception,
Inc. unveiledit's newly modified
Dancer, just two days after thefirst
boat had been molded. Thenew
Dancer isfour inchesshorter and has
aflatter hull and higher side chinesfor
enhanced stability. Prijon, Inc. also
brought demonstration boatstothe
festival,includingitsnew Gambler, a
smdl blunt-nosed creek boat, and Hur-
ricane,a play boat.

Encouraged by the successdf the
fegtival, membersof the Pametto Pad-
dlersare dready planning next year's
event, tentatively scheduled two
weeksafter the Ocoee Rodeo. They
hopetoincludetheir own full blown
whitewater rodeo at theMaytag Hole
during the next SdludaRiver Festival.

Columbia, South
Carolina...
Whitewater

Playground

by Clay C. Brennecke
photosby Lisa K. Smarr
rapids diagram by Tém Burke

With a popul ation of 500,000, Co-
lumbiaisonedf afew major American
citieswith significantwhitewater flow-
ing through the middle of thetown.
Herethelower SaludaRiver flows
devenmilesfrom the base of the Lake
Murray Damtoitsjuncturewiththe
Broad River toform the beautiful
Congaree River and Swvamp. Water
levelsintheriver vary considerably
from day to day dependingon the de-
mand for power, but local boaters
havediscovered play spotsat virtualy
every flow.

Theaveragevolumed theriveris
2091 cfs, the highest ever recorded
was67,000cfs. "Highflows' of 21,000
cfsoccasionallyoccur for prolonged
intervalswhentheS.C.E.& G lowers
thelakedramaticallyto dlow property
ownersto perform dock maintenance.
Locd boatersconsider therangefrom
12,000-21,000cfsto be"high*, bigwa
ter by almost any standard.

Becausethewater can risefrom
100to 21,000cfsin lessthan one hour,
adrenandflashinglight system has
beeningalled to warn fisherman and
sunbathersaof rapidly rising river lev-
ds. Neverthdess,|ocal kayakers res-
cuean averaged 40fishermanand
sunbathersa year, helpingto avoid
drownings and expensiveand hazacd-
ous helicopter rescues.

At 10,000t0 21,000 cfstheSauda
offersboatersitsvery own"in house"
creek,anarrow channel througha
heavily canopied forest with lushveg-
etation. "The Creek" containstwo
nice rapidsincludingad ot move, sev-
era sizable, but punchable, holesand
afewintimidatinglogs.

At very highlevelsenormousbox
car-sized hydraulicsappear onthe
Sduda, capable of cartwheeling boat-
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Left:.The pop up hole on the Saluda
River, Columbia, S.C.

Right: View from the second drop in
“The Creek" at low water

ersinafashionthat makes"Sock 'Em
Dog' look tame. Riverlevelstendto
riseintheafternoonduring the sum-
mer, when power demandsincrease
substantially assoutheasternerscrank
up their air conditioners. Thisfacili-
tatesexciting after-work boating.

But local boatersmaintainthat the
Saudaisjust asmuchf un at the oppo-
siteextreme. Sguirt boating flourishes
onthe Sdudaat low flowsthroughout
thesummer, eveninthe driest years.

Most paddiersput in at Columbids
RiverbanksZoo, saidto be onedf the
top ten zoosinthe nation. Thezoo
gracioudy alowsboatersto usetheir
parking |ot; in return, many local boat-
ershavedectedto jointhe Zoologic
Society. A seriesdf foot trails dong
theriver dlowsboatersto avoid an on-
road shuttle.

TheSaudaisboatable onadaily
basisandisideal for beginnersaswell
asseasoned veterans. Moret han 250
studentshave completeda kayaking

coursetaught by local paddlier David
Gossett at the University o South
Caralinain Columbia The Columbia
areahasahedthhar boating popula
tion, including Britt "Bull" Gentry, who
has made numerousextremefirst de-
scentsthroughout the Appaachians. A
number of talented "Hot Dog' play
boaterscdl Columbiahomeaswadll.
They includeTodd Braswell, winner of
theintermediatesqui rt boat competi-
tionat the 1992 Ocoee Rodeo, and
Preston Orr, who captured thesame
awardinthe 1993competition.

Some paddlerson the Saludacom-
binetheir whitewater boatingwith
fishing. Theriver playshost totrout,
perch, bream, catfish and monster
large mouthed bass. Kingfishers, great
blue heronsand anumber of different
warblersfrequent thebanks o the
river, and boatersoccasi onally spot
ospreysand even bald eagles.

TheLower Saludacorridorisarich
botanica areaaswell. Mountain laurel
and Spanish mossmix in an unusual
fashiondongtheriver. Andtheen-
dangered rocky shoal sspider lily
thrivesnear the confluenced the
Sdudaand the Broad- onedf only
twelvecoloniesknownto existinthe
United States.

TheSaudaRiver corridor hasan
interesting history. Prehigtoric sites

datingto 11,000 yearsB.C. have been
located dong theriver, native Ameri-
cansfarmed and established villages
in500B.C.

During the Civil War the Confeder-
atearmy maintaineda FOW camp be-
sidetheriver. On February 15,1865
the Confederatesburned their own
bridgeto deter Union General
Sherman'sadvanceon thecity. There-
mainsaf that bridgedtill stand be-
tween Pop Up Holeand the Shannon
rapids.

On February 16 Sherman show-
ered the South CarolinaState House
with cannonballsfrom ahill abovethe
Saluda. Hefindlyled hisarmy across
theriver on apontoon bridgeand
burned thecity, but not beforetorch-
ingthelargest cotton mill inthestate,
the SaludaFactory, which waslocated
besdetheriver. A dam besidethefac-
tory wasal so destroyed, leaving
jagged rock scatteredthrough what is
now known asthe Millracerapid. Now
kayaksthat are damaged by the rocks
withinthat rapid aresaid to have
fdlenvictimto Sherman's Revenge.

Paddl ersdesiringmoreinforma-
tionabout the Columbia, South Caro-
linaareaor about next year's Saluda
River Festival should contactthe Pd-
metto Paddlers, 1411 Ellison Road,
Columbia, South Carolina 29206. &
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WHEN IT RAINS, ITPOURS
ANOTHER GAULEY FEST
SUCCESS STORY

dl, I've got to confessthat we

did experienceafew anxiousmo

mentsduring the day on Septem-
ber 25, asthe rain teemed down during
Gauley Festival set-up. Granted, boaters
are usedto being wet, but there'salimit!
Torrential downpoursdo tend to decrease
attendanceand put adamper on things.

But weexperienceda break inthe
wesather that was nothing short of miracu-
lous. Therainstopped completelyas the
Fegtival beganand did not resumeuntil
during cleanup (whenit returned with a
vengeanceand poured about aninch be-
foremorning).

Thankstothi s perfectly timed window,
the Gauley Festival wasatremendoussuc-
cessand attracted record-breakingcrowds
— wadl over 2000in paid attendance, plus
volunteersand exhibitors. Whenall the
billsarein and thefinal tally ismade, it
looksasthough AWA will have netted
about $27,000f or the Whitewater Defense
Project. Not bad for aseven hour event!

Best of all — we had loadsof fun! In
additionto regular Gauley Fest attractions
such as the Silent Auction, Marketplace,
BluegrassWildwater Association
Videofest,band, food, etc., etc. etc., there
wereafew new twiststhisyear.

The Coastal Canoei sts, Bluegrass
Wildwater Associationand AWA each
sponsored whitewater carnival gamesto
boost the party spiritof theevening. We
witnessed someintensecompetition at the
rope pull and throw bag contests!

WVRC, the Summersville radiostation
broadcast livefrom the Festival — provid-
inggreat musicduring band lullsand con-  Beuren Garten of Bluegrass Wildwater Association
ducting whitewater interviewsthroughout  prayes the weather to ready the club's popular game

the evening. ; :
Wewereespecially delighted to be able for the crowd. Photo by Phyllis Horowitz

tofeature Brant Miller performingselec- . D .
tionsfrom hisrecent recordingMusic Colorado Director's Ric Alesch(left) and Bill Baker

River - Origind Whitewater Songsand prepare to sell T-shirts. Photo by Phyllis Horowitz
River Ballads. Numberssuch as"When ) _ _

You Pulled Out with Your Dagger (You Director's (L to R) Tom Christopher, Pete Skinner
Left aBlueHolein My Heart)" went over and Charlie Walbridge ham it up at the gate(notice

Moving Left, Aight, Left, practicing for the really big with the crowd. that Skinner is out of uniform!). Photo by Phyllis
impending onslaught, the gate crewgreets early S0, thanksto thosewho cameout to Horowitz
arrivals. Photo by Phyllis Horowitz work. And thanksto thosewho came out

toplay. If youweren't therethi s year, An extremely damp executive director andGauley
AWA president Risa Shimoda Callaway is happy to ga%ebe_we'” seeyou next September 24? Festival Coordinator Phyllis Horowitz relishing the
see old friends. Photo by Phyllis Horowitz time, same plece. final count. Photo by Rich Bowers
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SGIENTISTS FIND WHITEWATER

ESSENTIAL TO BIODIVERSITY

n 4 repaon relessed earlier this
mionth, experts at the Mational
Center for Life Science
announced that whitewater may
b essential to the malntenamee
of biodiversity in freshwater
aquthe eoosystems. Without
whitewater, said NCLS spokes-
man Dr, David Blakr, cerain mre am-
phibkan species could “completely dis-
appear from the Gsoe of the earth, just
like the passenger plgeon or the Pur-
bissh oastwort™,
One speches al risk, an extremely
rare and exotic amphibian known as
thiz Macho kayakotus, is totally depen-

ated falling water provided by high gra-
divnt mountain streams. These pse-
linr ereatures hahituate diverse areas
such as [daho, West Virginia, Colorada,

California and Tennessee; and afew
other regionsthroughouttheworld,
wherewhitewater isprevalent.
Accordingtothe NCLSreport, little
isknown about the unusudl lifecycle of
the typical machokayakutus. These
amphibiansresemblethe mammalian
primate Homosapiens in afew superfi-
cia aspects; but they resist domestic
captivity, have extremely low intellec-
tual abilities,and exhibit a uniqueand
pungent body odor. They thrivein ru-
ra or wildernessenvironmentswith
heavy rainfdl, migratelong distances
tolocatesuitable habitat (recent
sghtingsinclude Alaska, Chile, Nepd
and New Zedand), and haveradically
polygamousreproductive habits.
Likeanadromous fish,
rnachokayakati migrate up and down
river systems, sometimesentering into
parasiticrelationshipswith terrestrial
mammals (known as Shuttle bunnias)
tofacilitatetheir rapid migrationfrom
onewatershed to another.

An even more colorful subspecies,
dubbed Macho kayakutus squirtus by
NCLSresearchers, thrivesbestin an
environmentthat isalmost exclusivelv
subaqueous. Like porpoises, they sur-
facerarely,and only to observe, and
then mimic, the peculiar anticsof oth-
ersaof their kind.

Researchisongoingto determine
if the machokayakatuscan endure
land—basad captivity without expo-
sureto whitewater. Scientistsreport
that some elderly specimenshave sur-
vived relatively long periodsd separa-
tionfrom their nativeaquatic habitat.
Thaosespecimens, however, were se-
dated with near lethal quantitiesof a-
cohol and stimulated by constant ex-
posureto whitewater videos. Re
searchersreport that, even under
thesefavorableconditions,surviva in
aterrestrial environment istouch and
go for these highly sensitivecreatures.

NCLSscientistsare extremely con-
cerned that the continued destruction
of whitewater habitat may resultinthe
total extinctiond thi s rareand scien-
tifically valuablespecies.

"Thedisappearanced the
machokayakutuscould have severe
implicationsfor al humanlifeonthis
planet”, said Dr. Blair.

Some scientistsnow researching
the machokayakutusbdlievethat un-
derstanding genetic codes embedded
intheir DNA may hold the key to new
miraclecuresfor anumber of baffling
medica problemswhich haveplagued
the human racefor centuries. Initsna
tive habitat, thetypica
machokayakutusisresistantto dis-
easessuch asdepression, acoholism,
seniledementia, prigpism,
stress-related anxiety, spouseabuse,
and other common, but
difficult—to-treat, disorders.
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Miracle Product Revolutionizes Padling!

by Jonathan Katz

boaters! How many times
eyou driven 500 milesto
ourfavoriteriver, only tofind
ere's not enough water to
float astool? Doesn'tthisjus ripyou
tothegills? Makeyou want to stroll
throughtherd| with your Uzi onfull
auto???

Wl save your anmo cause your
troublesareover. Thegoodfolksat
McBride, Omaha and Company
proudly present Rapid in a Can, your
anytime, anywhereticket to instant
whitewater action.

No need to add water. Each 38
ouncecan contai nsenoughingredi-
entsto produce900feet per second of
purecold water for aguaranteed mini-
mum of three hours. Simply set the
flow rate, break theseal, and get ready
torumble Thecan emitsafinemist,
whichinstantly expandsand thickens
toform ariver of thegood stuff. The
condensationtakes place over ahun-
dredfeet, and theend resultiswater,
andpl
favoriteriver bed.

"It'sridiculoudysmple," saysDr.
Theodore McBride, theinventor and
Professor o Recreationa Chemistry at
Yde "Ever wonder how they cramall
that flameinto aBic lighter?Thean-
swer isliquid gas. For fire, use butane.
For water, we use hydrogen.”

" Asyou know, water is made up of
twoitty bitty atomsdf hydrogenand
onegreat bigold atomd oxygen.
Theresdwayslotsd oxygenat the
put-in, unlessyou boat at very high al-
titudes. The missingingredient ishy-
drogen. So, weliquefy it and package
itin pressurecanswithasea ed cata
lyst. Bresk theseal andthecatalyst
causesthe hydrogen atomsto mix
withthe oxygenintheatmosphereto

enty of it, cascadingdown your -

make water."

"It's called hydrogenesis. Easy as 1-
23. Thecatdys ischeap, non-toxic
andfriendly totheenvironment. The
magjor cost isthecanitsdf, whichhas
to bedoublewalled becausethegasis
cold. That'swhy wecharge. Andthe
water ispureasdrivensnow. One
hundred percent H20.”

Cf coursel wanted to know more.
So Dr. McBridedirected meto his
businessand paddling partner, Ken
Omaha "Downthelandfill-it's where
hetrainswhen he's not drowning.”

| droveascloseas| could, then
wakedinto the hot stink, towardsthe
sound of gunshots. | knew that Omaha
wasinto whitewater biathlon-asport
that combinespaddling and shooting-

| but the dump sounded likea hot night

inBeirut. Roundingaheapd oldtires
| saw a bluevan with a battered Dag-
ger Impulseontheroof. | approached
cautioudly.

Ontheothersided thevan, wear-
ingtopsiders, bluejeans, aweight lift-
ing belt, and nothing €l se, Omahasat
onthegroundin thesun. Hewassur-
rounded by gear arranged in asemi-
circle: aboom box playing Black Sab-
bath; acooler of beer, open; a bottlecof
tequila, open; a bag of chips, open; a
bag of marijuana, open; and a9 milli-
meter automatic. Thevan door was
opentoo but | could not seeinside.

| said McBride’s nameand Omaha
motioned meto sit. "Beer,"he
belched, handingmeacand Key-
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Rapid in a Can!

stone. 'Tequila’

Hetook along belt but | passed.
"I'mon ascent today," hesaid. "Weed."
He handed methejoint he'd been
smoking, and spoke again.

"Sure, | know Bam Bam McBride.
Good boater. Lousyshot. Me | can
shoot theeyeout of arat at 50 yards.
Goover thereand look” He waved the
gunand| did what he said.

150feet fromthevan | founda
dead rodent. Haf hishead wasgone.
"I never kid," heydled.

When | returned he had hisarm
around ashort woman with ayard of
redhair andlotsof built-in floatation.
Heintroducedus. "ThisisArden
Tygart, my playmated the month.
She keepsmeon belay.”

Eventually he got aroundto Rapid
inaCan, “McBride’s agenius, but it
took him awhileto get the catalyst
right. Wewere messingwith hydro-
gen, you know, and we kept getting
these huge detonations. I'd besitting
inaeddy, waitingfor thewatertorise,
and KABOOM! Trip cancelled.”

Omahahad madethefirst descents
ontheliquid. "It paddlesjust like real
water," hesaid. Winner of the 1992
Men's Open, he met McBrideat the
PayetteBiathlon last summer, where

they both discoveredthey shareda
commondistaste for low water.

Omaharambled on: "l told
McBrideif he builtit, I'd test it. And he
did. Sincethenweve paddledit ev-
erywhere, dry rivers, steep creeks.
Hell, weeven madeaclass2inmy
driveway. Last monthwewentto
Y ankee Stadium and poppedacan. |
madethefirst open boat descent of
the upper deck, a30foot waterfallinto
foul territory. Wevideotapedit. Key-
stoneisgoingto splicein somebeach
bunniesand useit for a beer commer-
cia."

He handed me another beer. "Key-
stone isweaselpiss, but sincethe Yan
keeStadiumrun| getitfree, Yup. I'm
thefirst man to ever boat Section27A.
Great trip- alittleshort though. Go
look inthetruck."

The back of thevan wasstacked
floor to cellingwith Rapidsin aCan.
There's hudred of tripsthere. Any
river,any season. Drought. Mid-Au
gust. Bringsany river upto flood
stagein ten minuteswith aquick twist
of thewrist. Cheaperthanthe cost of
booze and gasfor the ride home.
Paddleanytime, anywhere. The end-
lessspring.”

Another barrageof gunfire, then

Omahasvoiceagain. "Shot thetail
right offf Hardtohit... tails. They
moveso fast. ‘Nother box of shells,
honey."

Ardentook measide. "Hesapig
onland, but he paddlieslikethe Ma-
quisde Sade. When he's not boating
he's gettingloaded. Saysthereare
only two directionsin life, up and
down, and helikesit steep both ways."

| decidedtoleave. Omahawasget-
ting serioudly toxic, weaving and
blitheringand firing hisautomatic. |
snuck away, back around thetires,
with hisvoicefadingin my ears.

"Hey Arden. Let'sget belayed!”

| caught up with McBrideagainin
hislabat Yde Hewasliftingasmall
beaker of clear liquid, using both
handsand straining hard. "New
project,” hesaid. "Heavy water."

He explainedthat they were ex-
perimentingwith deuteriuminstead of
the usual hydrogen. " Thisstuff packs
more punch than ordinary water.
Heavier, wetter, more buoyant, flows
faster. Itredly jacksuparapid. Mogt
classthree runswill gostraightto
classfour, and most holeswill just
crushyou. Thiswill turnyour loca
play spotinto areal monster. It keep
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Don't be sticky...
Let $20 find a hole in your pocket *;

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
ship fee is funneled directly into our effective
conservation actions.
member receives a bi-monthly subscription
.the best semi-
professional whitewater magazine in the world!

river

fo American Whitewater..

Plus--every

Join the AWA today and receive Amerlcan Whltewater at home

Yes, | want to join the AWA and receive a subscription to American Whitewater. I've enclosed my tax-deductible
contributionadf $20.00 ($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to hel p conserveour whitewater resources and promote river safety.

SEme,

Aiidress

I would liketo make an additional contribution to AWA’s Whitewater Defense Project asindicated below.

AWA membership dues..................... $20.00
WDP contribution........c.cecvvevviinne $——
Total amouUNt.........ccccevveinvcvrivrerien s $

| would beinterested in working as an AWA volunteer.
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Rapid in a Can!

youinterested!"

He mumbled somethingabout ill
having problemswith radioactivity,so
| cleared out and went looking for for
aboater tointerview who had paddled
McBride’s product.

| located Dick "Hot Line'
Pylczocszki, dean of Connecticut's
whitewater community, who seemed
likearegular guy. Hethinksthe possi-
bilitiesfor Rapid inaCan areend-
less.

"Somed theseeasternrivers, like
the Swift and the Pemigewassett, only
come up about fifteen minutesa year.
Now we canr un them any time, any
season. Wecadll it theartificia surface.
Get six paddlersto throwin a5bucks
apiece, pop acan, and paddieyour
brainsout!!!"

Accordingto Generd Colin Powell,
Charmand theJoint Chiefsof Staff
and aduckie boater, McBrideand
Omahas product hassignificantimpli-
cationsfor desert warfare. "'l thought
Bam Bam McBridewasmaking it up.
Then heflooded my basement. Now |

Alttention
Whitewater
Sofa

_ Surfers!

WILDSIDE IMAGESPRESENTS
BOB'S WHOLE VIDEO

Y our complete guide to all the best action

provided by many of the best paddlersin

the GALAXY at the 1993BOB'S HOLE
RODEOIin Oregon.

SLALOM - SQUIRT
HOLE-RIDING

Two daysof head to head competition
compacted into 55 minutesof non-stop
action complete with narration and music.

TAKEA DEEPBREATH AND BRACE
YOURSELFFORA WILD RIDE!

Send $26.95 plus $2.00 shipping and handlingto:
WILDSIDE IMAGES

8314GREENWOOD AVE. N. #3900
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98103

bdieve™

Rapid in aCan hasbeenen-
dorsed by major sportsman’'ssocieties,
including Masterbassers, DucksWith-
out Endsand theHedl's Angels.

So, thereitisfolks. A revolution,
not adinner party. Stuff Rapidina
Caninyour honey's stockingthis
Christmasand keep her wetd| year.
Toorder, just send $29.95and $3.00to
the McBride and Omaha Chemica
Company, and paddlefil your polys rot
df.

Kayak Chile

Kayak trips for experts only, with no rafts to wait
for. Run the Bio-Bio while the proposed dams
remain unbuilt. Then go on to the legendary water-
falls of the Fuy and the giant, clear waves of the
Futaleufu. Run more whitewater and see more of
Chile than you can any other way. Call now to
reserve your choice of kayak model and departure
date, and to receive further information and a list
of all past participants, (who have come from nine
different countries,) so you can confer with some
of them. Sport International, 314 N. 20th St,,

Suite 300, Colorado Springs, CO 80304 USA.
719-520-1784. 800-779-1784. FAX 719-630-1892.

"

Cugom built wood canoe
and kayak paddles, handcrafted

to your specifications
K .J. Backlund 26115 Clarkskljrgolgd.
(301) 253-4947 Clarksburg, MD 20871

E s nc. 2886
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Joe Greiner

Raleigh, NC

I liketothi rk of
mysdf asateacher, "good
shepherd", and good-will am-
bassador.

| have been pad-
dlingsince 1978, startingin
thestern of atandem canoe
and switchingto kayak in
1983. | gotalot of my experi-
encethroughclub boating
and | have served the Caro-
lira Canoe ClubasCruise
Chair and Secretary/Trea-
surer. | wasa club delegateto the ChattoogaSymposiumaf 1990.
| waslucky to beaarticipant in Nantahala 90, an international
rafting peacerally, where| wasa member of oned the Soviet
teams. | have been the"volunteer coordinator" for the AWA
Gauley Fedtival thelast two years.

| owealot to many peoplewho have shown me boating tech-
niquesand introduced metovariousrivers. | can never directly
repay those who have giventheir timeand energy to me. But, |
have becomean ACA Instructor-Trainerand | try to sharemy en-
thusasmand lovefor whitewater and itssettings with those who
want tolearn techniqueor who wantto seea new river witha

"good shepherd” dong.

YOU
MISSED
THE
FESTIVAL
DON'T
MISS

THE
SHIRT!?

Order your 1993 Gauley
Festival T-shirt today. Origi-
nal Neay design. Blueink
on white 100% cotton. Beefy
T. Availablein medium,
large and extralarge, please
specify size. Thisisaone
time special offer. Order
deadline 12/31/93. All shirts

Paddling hastaken meto all six boatable continentsand to
placesthat | would never hiketo. | likegravityon MY SDE asit
isin whitewater. My travelshave made mesensitivetothetwn
issuesof preservationand access. Theseareissuesthat the AWA
and itsboard addressmoreeffectively than any other organiza-
tion. | aminawedf the effortsdf many of the board membersand
many of the AWA membershipwho arenot onthe board. | have
been df somesupport to these peoplein the past and will continue
that supportin thefuture.

| fed that all of usinthe boating community arethrice-
blessed. First, withour health. Secondly, with the magicd, mys-
terious, and sometimesmythical placesthat we have opento us,
many of which are hidden fromthe mgjority of people. Andlagtly,
with our skills that alow usto safely visit these places.

Tosharetheskills, | will continueto teach those who want it.
Tosharethe places, | will continueto be a"good shepherd™to
thosewho ask. To help preservethose places, | would likethe
privilegeto cal mysdf amember of theboard of the AWA wherel
will continueto supportthosewho arein theforefront of theac-
cessand preservationcauses.

I will continuetodo dl | canto beagood ambassador for the
sport onand off theriver, withinand outside the boating commu-
nity, helping to spread thefun around and deliver the messages o

preservationand access.

Short Seeve.$10.00
Long Seeve..$12.50
Postage........... $1.50

will be mailed i nJanuar)i.
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Bill Baker

Denver, Colorado

| haveactively
beeninvolvedwith
whitewater issuesin Colo-
radofor the past eight years.
Fortwo years| waspresi-
dent of the Colorado
Whitewater Association,and
I amnow starting my fourth
year as ConservationDirec-
tor. 1 wasamember of the
BLM's advisory board study-
ing Wild and Scenic designa-
tionfor the ArkansasRiver. |
have been working with the Friendsof the Poudre, Friendsof the
Arkansas, Friendsof the Animas, High Country CitizensAlliance,
Four ComersAction Codlition, (Clear Creek) Canyon Defense
Cadlition, Environmental Caucus, and the Col orado Environmen-
tal Codition.

Mgor victorieshave been won, especially at Clear Creek,
Boulder Creek and Two Forks. However, thereismuchwork
dtill to be done: major threatsloom on the Animas, San Juan, Ar-
kansasand Poudre. A second term asdirector of the ANA will
improvethevisibility of the Coloradoissues, and will enhancethe
presenced the AWA inthewestern United States.

Bary Tuscano

Bolivar, Pennsylvania

Peoplethat know
mewill tell you that there's
not muchthat's moreimpor-
tant to me than whitewater.
It's been a consuming interest
for more than twenty years.
I'm happiest when I'm being
challenged by a pristineriver
inthe company of other com-
mitted paddlers. Although I've
never engaged in any commer-
cia endeavor related to
whitewater, it's dwaysbeen
my pleasureto promote our sport and expand the appreciationfor
our free-flowingrivers.

Every timel've seen athreat to our riversby competinginter-
ests, I've encountered AWA. Wesort of fell intogether and, for
many years now, |'ve worked with and forth's amazing organiza-
tion. Asaregiond coordinator I've beeninvolved from the begin-
ning to protect accesson both the Upper and Lower Yough. | was
involved with early effortsto savethe Gauley and have annually
workedto build the Gauley Festival into the major event that it
has become.

AsDirector,| will continueto contributemy energy andtime
towardsthe god of protecting and preservingour wild rivers.

1993: Our 29th year under the same ownership & management

MOHAWKSNEW VIPERS

WINNER 1992 OPEN CANOE NATIONALS
Men's Short Boat Slalom Royalex Class.

Two high performance whitewater playboats that experts will love, but
forgiving enough for many novices to paddle. Extremely dry, quick to
accelerate, superb maneuverability and beautiful styling. Steep creeks,
| big water, side-surfing, tight technical rivers -THESE BOATS DO IT ALL.

Mokawk Canoes

QUALITY, DURABILITY AND PERFORMANCE

LR
f
Pk g

NOTED PADDLERS CHOOSE VIPERSI!!'!

into smaller eddies than any boat I've ever paddled.”’

"The most agile playbeat F've ever paddled. *

"The Viper 11 has greater control, better accelerationand gets me

— David ""Psycho’* Simpson (Steep Creek Pioneer)

— Jeff Richards (Winner 1992 Ocoee Rodeo)

OUTFITTINGBUILT AND
DESIGNED BY FRANK HUBBARD
ThighStrapseLacingKits e Saddles ® Knee Pads

— Now Available In Kit Form —
Separatdy or Factory Inddled in Mdhank Whitewater Playboats

Mohawk Canoes

- B3 N. Hwy. 427, Lon

, FL 32750, (407) 834-3233, Fax (407) 834-0292

MODEL LENGTH BEAM DEPTH APPROX. WT.
VIPER 11 116" 26.25 15.50 44
VIPER 12 12'6" 27.25 15.50 49
XL11 114" 2 15 45
XL13 133" 30 15.5 %
XL14 14'3" 325 15.5 60
A 15 154" K5 155 65

In areas where we do not

hil'\ﬁglela.lersI we v(\glllrléscr{!p
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Joe Pulliam

Harriman, Tennessee

I'mabigfan o
AWA. No other organization
doesso muchfor rivers, so
much for whitewater asa
sport, givenwhat I'm sureisa
limited budget. To date, my
involvementwith AWA has
been primarily passive,
though! have beeninvolved
inanumber of projects, most
recently the Paddle-A-Thon.|
|ook forward to the opportu-
nity totakeamoreactive

role.

I'd liketo see AWA continuetofocusonissuesin whichthe
organization has been most effective; river conservation, river ac-
cessand whitewater safety.

I've been infatuated by riverssince | wasachild. I've paddlied
canoesand kayaksfor twenty-fiveyearsand haveseenincredible
changesin our sport and inour rivers... some positive, some
negative. I've been involved professionallyin the canoe/ kayak in-
dustry for longer than | care to admit and am currently President
o Dagger.

Pope Barrow

Washington, D.C.

Whilel have

- | servedonthe AWA Conser-
vation and River Access
Committee, AWA has
moved beyonditswarfare
againgt abusive hydropower
proposals. Asthe organiza-
tion hasgrowninsizeand
sophi sticationour agenda
has becomebroader and
moreambitious.We arede-
manding—and getting—
changesin the management
of water projectsthat effect
whitewater. We are asking for the remova of dans that arees-
peciadly damagingto river ecology. And we areseeking to dra-
maticallyimprove publicrecreational accessto al whitewater
riversand streams.

| am seeking reelectionto the Board of Directorsto con-
tinue, and expand upon, thisexciting work.

My experienceasa board member and river conservation
advocate,and my growing contacts throughout the environmen-
tal and boating community, can assist AWA movetowardsits
destiny asthe nation's|eading advocatefor whitewater sports.

Ron Stewart

Chattanooga, Tennessee

| lovewhitewater.
| loveto paddle, especially on
wildernessriversand creeks.
My family says|'m addicted
to whitewater. I'd say they're
right'

I've been fortu-
nateto have had the opportu-
nity to paddle extensively
throughoutthe U.S and por-
tionsof Canadaand Europe. |
count thefriendsl've gained
and the experiencesI've had
on water asamong the bestthi ngs I've had inlife. Duringthe
past few years, my effortshaveincreasinglyturned to projects
aimed at protectingand preservingrivers, particularly those
streamsand riverswhich flow through wildernessareas. | have
conducted numerous paddling clinicsfor school and club groups,
published articlesfor AWA, served asan AWA River Coordinator
since the program was conceived, worked on several conserva
tion projectsin the southeast and served asa consultant on vari-
ousriver related i ssues.

I've dso served asaregiona chairmanfor an adopt ariver
programfor Tennesseeand currently serve on the boards of
someloca conservation programs, primarily in regard to river is-
sues. Stll, my loveisto beon whitewater, whether it be with my
children or some of my studentsin acanoe, or kayaking with
friendson any number of thesteep creeksinthesoutheast. Re-
cent effortshaveincluded participationin the Tallulah Gorgein-
tervention, working on a protectionplan for North Chickamagua
Creek Gorge, and representing variouspaddling organizations,
including AWA, in effortsto stop woodchipping operationswhich
threaten watershedsin the southeast.

AsAWA director, my effortswould belargely targeted at
river protection projects. | ssuessuch asaccess, water usealoca-
tions, water quaity, and wildernessenvironsmay seem far avay
when we're perched at thetop of asteep drop or focused onthe
moveswe need to maketo negotiateaset of gates. But unlesswe
act aggressivelyto protect the riverswhich bring usso much
pleasure, we could easily losesome of the best. On the other
hand, thisisa so atimewhen wegain somenew riversif weact
decisvdy. Just asit's been excitingfor meto runanew rapid or
help pioneer anew creek, it's been equally asrewardingto see
river protection effortsmade by AWA pay off. | hopeto see ANVA
continuein itscommitmentto thesekinds of projects.
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It's Finally Time

by Kurt Menchow

It took fiveyearsbut | finaly did It. At
first, | didn'teven know | waspreparingto
doIt- | wasbusy trying to stay upright do-
ing ferriesand pedl-outsin VirginiaChute.
But astimecrept by and | mastered the
basicswell enough to paddieup and surf
thewaveat Rocky, | beganto hear stories
about It from other boaters.

| would hear snippetsin the eddy from
wave-masterswho not only got onthe
waveand stayed there, but spun, back
surfed and pirouetted with ease.

"Rode too low on the pillow and went
rightinto thehole..” they would say, or,
"Missedthe boof and dropped sideways
over thefalls; didn't comeout for what
seemed like..” They weretalking about It.

| progressed from noviceto beginner
tointermediate. | paddled the mighty
Nanty, the Lower Yough and
Pennsylvanias Stony. A coupleaf NOC
courseson the Ocoee, Laurd Creek and
the Nolichucky hel ped honemy boat con-
trol and confidence. And the snatches of
conversation about | t becamefull-blown
storiesof conquest and mayhem, told by
paddling companionsafter full daysonthe
New, Cheat and Gauley.

| saw videosof It. | heard moregto-
ries. | learned the namesadf the rapidsand
the best routesvicarioudy: Bastard
(...acrossthe chute, eddy hardright...),
Triple Drop(...catchthe eddiesabove
eachdrop...), National Fals(...sneak on
theleft, just likeat Double Hydraulic...),
Mest Cleaver (...then you'l see Waly and
the Beaver—go between them...).

I ranthe Upper Nanty, the Upper
Tellico, swam some of the North Fork of
the Payette. | wentto CostaRica and
paddled the Pacuare and the Reventazon.
Everywherel went someonetryingtofig-
ureoutif | wasgoingto beaboonor a
baneonthetrip would ask, "Haveyou
paddledthe Upper Y ough?'

It. The Upper Yough. |t had devel-
oped a personality. A mystique. Some-
how, It had become steeper, pushier,
moretechnical, and moredangerousthan
any other river inthe entireworld. | envi-
sioned toweringwaterfallswith classV go-
proaches. A must-make eddy lying just be-
low amandatory hole-surf, thelast refuge

aboveatermina bouldersieve. Power fer-

ries up through an eddy fence, acrossthe
face of a keeper, and intoa boiling micro-

eddy.

Last year, abuddy of minealmost con-
vinced meto paddielt. Whenwegot to
Friendsville thewind wasblowing; it was
38 degreesand drizzling. The experts
werethere.

Suddenly, my stomachdidn't feel
right. My head hurt. My heart was beating
toofast. | should havesept more. |
should have had a bigger breakfast.

"TheTopisrunning; let's do thewhole
thing."

Salvation- an excuse.

“Ithink I'l pass-it's my first timeand
doing both isprobably too much*

Knowing smiles.

Sunday | gotthecdl. "Hi. Youredo-
ing the Upper Yough with Ed, Mdly and |
next Saturday.” Hewastrying to get me
thereagain. "You won't haveany prob-
lems.. you've paddled harder stuff... just
beat my houseat 8:30.”

It wastime.

Monday, | r an an extramile. Tuesday, |
added extraweight to the bench pressand
curls. Wednesday, | concentratedon tak-
ing dynamicstrokesthroughevery gate.
Thursday and Friday, | rested. | wasgoing
to beready for Saturday. Afterfiveyears,
it wastime.

It rained ontheway there. Thesky
wasgrey and foreboding. It wasonly 68
degrees-chilly for noon on July 30.

Wepulled of Interstate68 and were
stopped dead on theramp by the
Friendsville Day parade.

"Were goingto missthewater. They
won' let usthrough!" | smiled. Per-
hapsanother reprieve.

We | eft a vehiclenear theexit and

went to the put-inaback way. Thesun
brokethrough the cloudsand the sky be-
gantoclear. Attheput-inl saw many of
the peoplel had boated with duringthe
past fiveyears. All had run the Upper
Yough before.

We put ontheriver. Thefirst mileor
soseemedflat. Thensome easy rapids
and some play spots. | was havingfun
Therapidsgot harder. Theriver got
steeper and more powerful,thelimes
moretechnical. | eddy hopped theriver
withafriend, scoutingaswewent. When |
couldn'tsee, | followed.

Losing control or going off-route
looked likeit could be dangerous, but |
was havingfun. | never evenflipped.

At the take-out a number of peoplere-
marked that | had good lines, |ooked confi-
dent and comfortable, and wasinfine
form. Thesky wasbluer. The beer tasted
better.

I had finally runthe Upper Y ough.

I had finally done I t.

Postscript: I'm glad | waited until | was
ready for the Upper Yough. (Soittook
fiveyeard) Becauseny whitewater and
mental skillswere up to the challenge,and
becausel waswith agreat guide, among
friends, and the River Godsweresmiling, |
had alot of fun

The Upper Yough istechnical, pushy,
steep, and could be dangerous. By writing
thisl don't meanto encourageothersto
runthe Upper beforethey areready... just
to secure"braggingrights'. |just wanted
to share my experience-and pokealittle
fun at mysdf at thesametime. &

If you need a hat, get a hat, If you need a helmet, you need a

303-449-8599
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Americans Dominate First Ottawa River Rodeo

by Chuck Kern

Kayaker EricJackson isaversatile
man. Just ten daysafter postingthefast-
est timeat the Great Fdlsdof the Potomac
Racein Washington, D.C., hedominated
not one, but two, of the classesin thefirst
OttawaRiver Rodeo heldin Beachborg,
Ontario.

At Beachborg, Jackson demonstrated
some spectacul ar acrobaticsin McCoy's
Hole, capturingfirst placein the surface
boat category. Hethen proceededto prove
that an open boat can do anythingthat a
closed boat cando, givenalargeenough
hole; claimingfirst placein the open boat
classaswell. Last year Jackson repre-
sented the United States at the Olympics
asamember of thedalom kayakingteam.

Vermonter Chuck Kernedged out his
brother Willie by haf a pointtowinthe
squi rt competition, whichwasalsoheldin

| Kew;

PATAGONIA®
CETREEFT

& Store

W

Mail Order Business

New Wave Waterworks
2535 Roundtop Road
Middletown Pa. 17057
Phone (717)944-6904
Phone (717)944-6320

Fax (717)944-0422

A ] @y

FREE CATALIME

For Accessories

Saayp bre o seore anad swe U NEW i of A commonier’
D

McCoy's rapid, using both theholeand a
largerecirculatingeddy |ocated abovethe
idand. American ChrisRoberts placed
thirdinthesqui rt boat category.

Second placein thesurface boat cat-
egory went to Corran Addisonand third
placewent to Chuck Kern. Two nativesdf
Montreal, Jeff Watson and Steve Narosid,
also posted strong showingsin surface
boatsand, asa consequence, were asked
tojointhe Canadianteam at the Nationals
to be held onthe Ocoeein October.

DdeJohnsonof Georgiaand Mark
Scriverof Ottawaplaced second and third
in the open boat category, beating
southerners Bailey Johnsonand Billy
Davisand alocal paddler sportingafurry
Viking hel met.

The Rodeo, held August 28, was orga
nized by local paddler Kevin Brongh with
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- A coast-to-coast parade of extraordinary rivers
- Complete trip logistics and descriptions

And Therés More...

- Hilarious misadventures and stunning photos by
renown river runners.

A pek ar the cutting edge d  paddlesport today. !
-Richard Penny, author
The Whitewaier Sourcebook

Order today: Send $13.95 T $2 s/h to Swiftwater
Publishing Co., POBox 3031, Portland, OR 97208
Dedler Inquiries: 503/292-5756

theassistancedf principal sponsor Equi-
nox Adventures. Other sponsorswho do-
nated boats and prizesincluded Dagger,
New Wave, Perception,Prijon, Piranha
and Trailhead.

Those participatingin the event
praised thesite at McCoys’s Rapidsasone
of the best inthe western hemispherefor
playboatingcompetition. Thehole was
big, sticky and dynamic- but not danger-
ous. Therecirculating eddy offered avari-
ety of currentsthat showcasedthetaents
of squi rt boatersof all abilities. Morethan
afew of the competitorsspecul ated that
the McCoy'swould makean excellentsite
for afuture World Championship,pro-
vided spectators could be accommodated.
Theorganizershave aready announced
their intentionto make the OttawaRodeo
an annual evert..

PSST!
Have You Heard About

The Ultimate

CLASS V
GUIDEBOOK

This Book Includes...

» AONYS D18 X 08 SOVLHDNOA NOSINNND . HINVH LNHNE s

*CATARACT*REVENTAZON*CAL SALMON®AND MORE!*
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Races

First Upper Gauley Race

a Thri

by Donnie Hudspeth, Race Organizer

M ondav merning. October 4. Boa-
erswere congregating arounda black
pickup truck in the parking areaat the
base of the Summersville Dam. A sthe
sun burned off the last r enmant s of fog.
the number o boaters milling about con-
tinued to grow. Somethingout of the ordi-
nary wasabout to occur- history wasin the
making. Itwastheregistrationfor the first
Annua Animal Upper Gauley Race

Theidead holdingadownriverrace
on the Upper Gauley came out of the clear
blueWestV i askyjustthis Augus. |
was paddling the Gauley at low water. 600
cfs, withmy old friend Shenvood Horine.
Wewerestroking the poolsand basking in
thesun when. out of theclear blue.
Shenvood announced. "You know. were-
dly should havea downriver race up
here."

From thevery beginningit sounded
likeagoodideato me

O coursethe Gauley River. by current
legidation. isa National RecreationArea
Thousandsd rafterspour downthe river
eachfal. looking for thrillsona
whitewater river that has beenvoted one
of the"TopTen" inthe United States
Hard boatershavelong considered the U p
per Gauley to bethe"provinggrounds' for
achieving" expert” status. Magtering the
Upper Gauley iscertainly one of the major
goasfor most eastern boaters Clearly.
racing down the Upper Gauley would
presentaseriouschallenge

When the National Park Service
granted thespecial use permit and the
ACA sanctionedand insuredthe event, our
dream of an Upper Gauley Race becamea
reality. Likeother downriverraces o this
type- held at the Upper Y ough. Gore Can-
yon of the Colorado. Great Falsdf the
Potomac and on the North Fork of the
Payette- our race would offer boatersa
chanceto show their stuff on difficult
whitewater. Only thosewho knew the
Gauley well and felt comfortable paddling
it doneat a high speed wereencouraged
toenter.

The Gauley Race would be consider-
ably longer than most of the other similar

ling Success

events- eight milesfrom Initiationto be-
low Swest'sFd sl Onthe Gauley long
poolsalternate between big. pushy rapids
Inevitably.in spite of astaggered Sart.
therewould belotsof racers passing rac-
ers Wefiguredthi s would add to the ex-
citement.

Itdid!

Consider the racefrom my perspec-
tive Bob Vernonstarted sixty seconds be-
hind me He passed mein the approachto
Pillow. cruising in his Phoenix Cascade
But then | passed himinthe meat of Ril-
low ashewas"detained" in theriver right
eddy. Later he passed mefor asecond
time.. | never caught him again.

In Logt Paddle Howard Tidwell dlid by
me.. infact three whitewater craftsran
theinfamousSecond Dropsimulta-
neoudy. Howard. mysdf and ardt! Atthe
third drop Howard went right; | went left.
Heedgedinfront of me by takingthe cen-
ter line of the Fourth Drop. | never caught
him again.

But for much of theracel could see
Howard... and Bob VVernon.. and Eric
Lindberg... not far ahead of me. Thiswas
typica; nearly al the participantssaid
|ater that they could see the boater ahead
of theminthepools Thisservedasavi-
sual indicator of on€e's speedin respect to
the competitionand an impetusto keep
moving. It also kept one guessing.

Wereyou gainingon them? Or were
they leavingyou behind?Why did they r un
that drop over there? Would it befaster?

| saw it dl onraceday! Therace
turned out to be everything we hoped
for...and more Clear blue sky and cool
whitewater. Friendsgoing head to head.
wearing ski bibswith glitter ontheir faces
Raftsactually pullingasidetolet racersgo

|

Charging downtheriver asfast as
possible. passingand getting passed. try-
ingto chosethefastest routes on thefly.

And | saw three kayakersrunning
Sweset's Fdlsat thesametime. trying to
passoneanother and goingfull tilt boogie
for thefinishlinel

Nowthat wasarace!! Rl

1993 Uppea Gauley

Race Reaults
Wildwater

Roger Zbd .....covvvrvrinrenenniens 4529
Andy Bridge (C1) ....ovevevvnnas 50:41
Jason Sullivan.........eveesseeeennns 5238
Men's Kayak

Howard Tidwell...........c..oovonne. 5250
Bob Vernon ...........c.ooveevnen. 54:01
MikeHipsher ........cc.ccocovu. 54:19
Mark Emerlin .........coeveeevernnne 54:30
NSl 21 5454
Steve Kauffman .uuveeeeeessssees 55:09
DaveBassage ........c.covevinernens 56:19
MarcoCallda.......ccovevvrerenns 56:10
DanGavere. .........ccooveovvereneninn, 56:17
Donnie Hudspeth............o.c.... 56:18
GregGill...covvevrnrenirereerenas 5623
EricLindberg........c.c.ccccevevnnen. 56:42
Scott Hasson.........eecveeennneenne 57:18
Sherwood Horine................... 57:25
BrabecDanid .......cccoovvvvirnnn. 5745
ChrisHipgrave..............ceuevun. 59:07
John Edmunds .........ceevvvenane 59:33
Scott Coulter .......oovvivvevivnene 6111
AlexHarvey .......coovvvveivierinn, 61:23
Bryon HUNter.......ccoooveevennnnne 61:45
TedHeVoigt.....c.ccovrnvirrrnnns 6225
Mike" Slick Hottinger .......... 7207
Rob DobSON.....cvivviviirveiicinne 12627
Men's C1

Bill Hearn.........ocoevvvrevvieinnns 5629
Dean Tornko.........covevvevverennine 5726
Women's Kayak

ColleenLaffey ...........cocevervenen. 58:28
JocelynHernried ...........o.o..... 61:12
EngaLokey ........cccoevrivirrnnnes 62:52
JanMesser ........ccccviviivvvennieins 63:25
Women's C1

Heidi Domeisen..........ccouenia. 8509
Thanksto...

New Wave and Ferzeption for the do-

To North American River Runners
for the use of their radios and for their
enthusiastic support and assistance

Other sponsors... too numerousto
mention..wWno donated gear, money
and time

The National Park Servicefor their
support.

The ¥/t companies.. who pulled
asi de to facilitate the race
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Gore Canyon Downtriver
Race Resulis

August 22, 1993
MEN'S KAYAK

JONNJAYCOX .coerrviirierrirrrrerinernerereeresnssessenens 1943*
NESONOIARAM ...........oooverrverenssensssrsssssessnens 20:12%
FBNK BevIngton .......cccviecerereeresscsssenessssens 20:52
COory NIESON ...coererereierirresensersereresesrsasesesnssasens 21:21
NIGK KIMINEL .....cvecerereerireerererrernireroreorsssererseses 21:56
TIM KENEDY ....eeeeeeerrecenenenenrssesnsenonnssanes 22:15
DaveEcKhardt .........cooeevvvevreenererereinensnerenenens 22:21
LAY VEMEEr@N....cerircirinniesienssssasossassssesnns 2224
RICK GUSIC .....ccveererertecreeeesereresesseerssnsssnesesnes 2228
JEXTY PENNING ..cceererererrirensnnsesereresnnseassrsnses 2238
ChriSWEDSLET ......cvveverriiererirerinieresresseresresssnes 2254
Brad POHacK ...coeerevreeieereerseeneeireessnsienesnnes 2327
=0 [/ 0 (o= (o 10O OO 2425
TIM BIrOWN cucvvvveereeerernieiviensesssesssnssesssssessssssennes 2428
Zack DIeNNEN .......ccveveereereerninsisssnssessensessons 24:30
Gary WEINET ... 2503
CaAViN Bergstrom..........occvvverenvervecersnnisesveresns 2546
George Longshore ............uineniennosssisesions 2901
BIUESVIASArd .......ccoceerreerenirnrereseseeersenenesnes 42:47
JEFT PalKer ocvvvviviniesiinnveesnissensevininsesesesns DNF
Chan Zwanzig ..............cceevrerernveinininninneresesens DNF
Bob BIOUNL ....ccovciiviiiniininrerreenvee s DNF

*breaking old race record

WOMEN'S KAYAK

Cheryl Chipman..........co.ceeecervevenenncnserereenens 28:23
Marsha Miller ..o 34:36
RAFTS

TWin LakesSRaftiNg ...ccoevirvesereneerevessrssssssesiane 26:43
Clear Creek/Colorado Headwaters............... 2707
TimberlineDream TeaM......coveeeeinrernresnerens 2734
TimberlineShredder .......cvvevereveeverrernreennes 28:52
FRURE ..ottt sne s ssesreesnenesvansons 29:14
GirlSDO GOrE.r.vreerenrerererenreressererassnsresosseneans 31:49
Vail Mt RESCUE....ccvevvecnnrnrerrecerasessessassessens 31:51
BOOM ..o.covireriiiennreeree st eve s ersssseensnins 33.23
NOVAGUITES ....covreernaerirerereseessesessesasssssseses 34:12
HArbags ......ccovevveerreereereriresieseessssesesnssnns 37:58
RIF RE L oo eseeeseenssessessessessssenss 44:35
POSSE....ctcrerveiecirrieesnernnerenseesnseessssssnssserens 1:03:16

New Records Set at
Upper Yough Race

Thethirteenthannual Upper Yough Race wasanything but
unluckyfor thelegendary Roger Zbd, who definitely trounced
the competition onceagain. It wasthetwelfthtime Zbd has
posted thefastest time on the four milelong, class V-V
course. Inthe process Zbd set a personal record; histime of
27:35 secondstopped histimein last year's race by morethan
hdf aminute.

Like Zbd, Squirtmeister Jeff Snyder abandoned hisstan-
dardtiny craftfor avoluminouswildwater kayak and captured
second placewithatime of 30:18. Nationa team member
Andy Bridge proved once again that a single-bladed paddieisa
potent weapon, capturing third placein hiswildwater C-1.
Fourth placewas claimed by Ted Newton, who also paddied a
wildwater kayak.

Meanwhile, all those hoursspent mountai nbiking paid off
for Morgantown’s Bob V ernon, who posted thefastest timein
adaom boat and placed fifth over dl. Nat far behind were
Zbel’s businesspartner in Precision Rafting, Phil Coleman, and
local schoolteacher Scott Stough, whofinished sixth and sev-
enth respectively.

Netiondly ranked kayak racer Kara Ruppel posted the
fastestwoman'stimeat 33:42, finishing eleventh overall. Open
boater John Deardorf set thefastest timein hisdivisonat
48:12.

Ore d the mostinterestingand impressiveentriesinthe
93racewasateam of adol escent boatersfrom Washington's
Vdley Mill Camp. Paddlingasa group, they demonstrated
phenomena staminaand finesse on the difficult course. The
Vdley M i Camp haslong beena spawninggroundfor na
tional racingtalent; watchingthe VM. teamin action clearly
represented a preview of thefuture of the sport.

Thedifficultjob of timingthe racefell againto Terry
Peterson, who handled the task with her usual efficiency and
aplomb. A special prolongedrel easegranted by Penel ecfacili-
tated the event.

Neerly 80 whitewater boaters participated in the Upper
Yough Racethisyear. Theracewasheld on Wednesday, Au-
gust 25. Thisyear's event wasorganized by boat designer
Jesse Widdemore, who also hosted the traditional party later
that evening. And likethisyear's winningtimes, thisyear's
party wasuniversally declaredto bethe best ever.

The bash, held in Friendsville’s riversidepark, featureda
hot el ectric band and a corn and pig roast that satiated even
the most famished competitors. Prizesincluded original tro-
phiescreated especialyfor the event by artist Chuck Stump,
who ds0 participated inthe race, finishingsixteenth.

TheUpper Yough Race continuesto be one of the high-
lightsd the eastern boatingseason, combining an atmosphere
o intense, but friendly, competition, a celebration of the
comraderie of river runningand an appreciation of the unique
beauty and challengeaf theriver.

Asone competitorobserved, "Whenit comesto the Upper
Yough therearenolosers. Everyonewho paddlesthe course
isawinner."

American Whitewater v November/Decerber 1993



Races

1993 Upper Yough

Race Resulis

(K-1 unlessotherwiseindicated)

1.Roger Zbd \WW-K-D).......
2.Jeff Snyder WW-K-1........
3.Andy Bridge (WW-C-1).....
4.Ted Newton (WW-K-1)......
5Bob Vernon.......cceeeevneene,

7.Scott Stough ........ccoveenvenen.
8.Howard Tidwell ................
9.Rick GuSiC.........covvenreeininns

11.Jesse Whittemore
11.Clay Wright
11.Kara Ruppe
(Fastest Woman 33:42)
14 Jethro Best
156.Steve Kaufman
16.Bill Heller
16.Chuck Stump
18.Colby Mackley
19.Mike McMillan
20.Tim Kennedy
21.Jeff Findlay
22.Jake Nill
23.Myk Herrera
24.Chuckie Morris
25.Bob Gedekoh
26.Jeff Feguson
27.John Cormwell
28.Chris Danz
29.Doug Lieb
29.Kris Wol pert
31.John Hartman
31.Louis Gettman
33.George Allman
34.Coleen Laffey
34.Jerry Penning
36.Dave Martin
37.Emile Ladonne
38.Tom McEwan
38.Hanley Loller
40.Eric Schreiber
41.Mark Far
41. JamieKlein
43.B.J. Johnson
43.Ben McKean

| Olympian Eric Jackson

Dominates Great Falls
Hair Race

EricJackson, a Bethesda, Maryland kayaker who represented
the United Statesin the 1992 Olympics, wonthe Great FallsInvi-
tational Rapid Raceonthe Potomacheld August 15,1993. Jack-
son completed the quarter mile course, which plummets55feet
and terminateswith the spectacul ar 22 foot Spout, with atime of
57.66 seconds. Asa publicity stunt Jackson made hissecond run
without a paddl e, handrolling twiceto completethe coursein
110.90 seconds.

"I figured myfird run wasgood enough,” Jacksontold re-
porter Mike McCormick of the Washington Times. “This raceis
apublicity stunt, so doingit without a paddlewas my way of do-
ingwhat | do best, which isshowing off." Jackson confidently
waved to the crowd of 1500 observersas he crested the Spout.

Morethanfifty whitewater boaters participated in thisyear’s
race accordingto wildwater champion and race organizer Andy
Bridged Vdley Mill Boats. " Thereweremorespectators, more
racersand more hooplathan ever before," Bridge observed.
Bridge postedthefastest timein a C-1. Theracewascovered ex-
tensively by the Washington D.C. print and €l ectronicmedia.

Clay Wright of Bryson City, North Carolinawassecondwitha
time of 60.48, whileMarty McCormick of Potomac, Maryland, also
amember of the 2 OlympicTeam, captured third withatime of
60.73. McCormick paddlied akayak in the raceinstead of hisusual
competitivecraft, a C-2. McCormick’s C-2 partner, Eliot
Weintrob,alsoaformer Olympian, placed sixth. Fourth place
wascaptured by Sam Drevowithatime of 64.05.

Onedf severa craftthat submarined at the base of thefalls
wasatwo man plastic kayak containingtwo local daredevils,
Tom Brothersand Billy Bob Taylor. Their 16 foot long vessel van-
ished with itsoccupantsat the base of the Spout after landingina
near vertical position.

"It wasdark down therel" Taylor, who paddiedin thefront,
told reporter McCormick. Both men were assisted to shore by
safety boatersafter exiting their K-2 Each had successfully com-
pletedthe coursein one man kayaks, Brothers placing 29th and
Taylor placing 38th. A number of other boaterswho werebriefly
recirculated at the base of the Spout werequickly rescued.

Kayaker Mike"Boomer" Januska of Baltimoresustainedthe
only seriousinjury, shatteringhisright ankle when helost hisline
and hisboat pitoned onarock & thebasedf thefdls. Januska
had fractured that sameankle earlier thisyear on the North Fork
o the Blackwater Riverin West VirginiaThi s wasthefirst mis-
hap inthefiveyear history of the Great FallsRace.

Thefollowingrankings were provided by Andy Bridge of Vd-
ley Mill Boats.

...................................... 2735
...................................... 30:18
...................................... 30:46
...................................... 31:.37
...................................... 31:57
...................................... 32:56
...................................... 33:05
...................................... 3317
...................................... 33:27
...................................... 3333
45.George Garrett
(Fastest SlalomC-137:43)
46.Kurt Casey
47.Charlie Bokor
48.Joe Greiner
49.Paul Braeger
50.Brian Good
50.Chris Good
52.Neil Dana
53.Leon Goraty
54.Ken Keyser
55.Wade Zinter
56.Jim Werkman
57.Steve Strothers
58.Erica Ruppe
59.Mark Lovett
60.Ryan Goodrow
61.Jason Sullivan
62.Pat Norton
63.Keith Blonairs
64.Dave Fusilli
65.Valley Mill Camp
(K-1team)
66.Jan Messer
67.Dave Bassage
68.John Deardorf
(Fastest OC-148:12)
69.Russell Ford (OC-1)
70.Kelly Meyers
71.Paul Joffrion (OC-1)
72.Kurt Springman and
Heather Miller
(Fastest R-2 65min)
73.BilS iandJohn
Danz (R-2)

American Whitewater v November/December 1993

1. EricJackson 11. ChrisGood

2 Clay Wright 12, Paul Schelp

3. Marty McCormack 13. Corbett Leith

4. Sam Drevo 14. John Horrell

5 Doug Geiger 15. Tim Kennedy

6. Eliot Weintraub 16. ChrisHipgrave

7. Tom DeCuir 17. Eric Schreiber

8. Tom McEwan 18. Michad Crawford
9. Rick Gusic 19. Rick Drevo

10. Jason Sullivan 20. Gil Rocha

cont i nued on next page



EEEEREEENEEEN
""
| %

Left to Right: Billy Bob Taylor & Tom brothers in a Duo, Great
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Falls Race '93; The Great Falls Race is on; Clay Wright, Great
Falls Race '93; Clay Wright, Great Falls Race '93;

Great Falls

Hair Race cont.

21. Andy Bridge(C-1)

22, Bill Hall

23. David Bruton

24. Gerdd Penning

ChrisStrittmatter

26. Carl Malatin

27. Bob Walsh

28. Bill Beresford

29. Tom Brothers

30. David Jeffrey

31. CharlesMorris

32. Pablo Perez

33. Scott Norwood (C-1)

34. Jonathan Brown

35. Woody Cdloway

36. Brian Collins

37. Ben Swope

33. Billy Bob Taylor

39. David Blair

40. Mike Bailey

41. Bill Brunner

42. Leon Gorbaty

43. Danid Herring

44. Nelson Hoffman

45, Chrigtian Brunner

46. Greg Dutton

Open canoei stsPsycho
Simpson and Will Reeves oL
failedtofinish, asdidthe K-2
team of Bothers/ Taylor, and
Rob Mingo, MikeJanuska, Jim
Underwood and ChrisWilson.

"Fast Get Together" remained
small, consistingonly of regis-
tered North Forkers. However,
the participantsmade up for
their small numbersby an
overflowingenthusiasmfor the
river and friendship. Notable
by their unfortunate absence
weretwo long-timeNorth
Forkers, thevenerableRob
Lesser and Tony Brennen of
Boise.

The 15+ milesdf classIV+
and V rapidsthat comprisethe
North Fork of the Payetteare
widely recognized among
kayakersasbeingone d the
premier whitewaterruns inthe
L world. Withagradualyin-
creasing number of kayakers

| capabledf runningthe river
safely,it wasonly amatter of

Ssoond Annual NF. Payette Dubbeo
“Fast G Toggtha™ , Nat a“Race”

A Cerementary by Doug Ammons

Despiteacountry wide time beforewe slated some
phonealert, attendanceatthe  event onthisamazingstretch
North Fork of the Payette of water.

The"Fast Get Together"
expandedto two eventsthis
year. On Saturday we held the
same2.5mileclassV sprint
from Sideto the bottom of
PectoralisMgor aslast year.
On Sunday we added what can
only beconsidered an outra-
geousevent;a 15 mileTop to
Bottom ClassV marathon. The
level wasabout 2100 cfs, pro-
viding lotsof big water action.

In contrast toformal races,
our "Fast Get Together" was
inauguratedlast year asacdl-
ebrationd the North Fork, the
friendshipsthat have grown on
itswaters, and the camaraderie
that comesfrom paddlingit
with like-minded people. We
wishtoavoidimportingthe
rules, bureaucracy, commer-

American Whitewater v November/December 1993
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cialismand antagonismsd se-
riouscompetitioninto thevery
activitiesthat serve asour ref-
ugefrom such hassles. Rodeos
used to besuch arealm, but re-
cently are becoming asource
of attitudinal pathogens. One
seessimilar unfortunateatti-
tudes cropping up elsewhere:
"My creek wassteeper than
yours';"l r an ahigher water-
fal"; "My run may have been
slower by two seconds, but
o had atouch”;

"l usebrand X, yourea
geek for usng brand Z"; ad
nauseam.

Wewant thefocusto beon
the enjoyment of movingwa
ter, and so will keep our so-
caled"race"' low key. Thisis
in contrastto the current push
for bigger, more el aboratero-
deosand races, the outcome of
whichwill be more hyped in-



1993 North Fork of
the Payette

"Fast Get Together"
Results

Day one...Slideto
Pectoralis Sprint
25miles

DougAmmons  12:55
CharlieMuncey 1331
DanGivens 13:50
Mark White 1354
TimShanahan 14:05

Day two...Top to Bottom
Marathon
15miles

Doug Ammons 1 hr, 40:56
Conrad Fourney 1 hr, 4223
CharlieMuncey 1hr,4243
Mak White 1 hr, 43:05
DanGivens 1hr, 57:20

dividuals over theriver, more
arbitrary rules, morecontrol
by sponsors, and greater sepa-
rati on of thesport fromits
roots. Wefeel that we can
each have our personal chal-
lengeswithout forcing them

i nto somethingthat interferes
with our enjoyment of the wa
ter and each other. Hencewe
have our "Fast Get Together".

One can never underesti-
mate the will d man to bend
natureto hiswhims, but the
character of the North Fork
willwork against attemptsto
subjugateit to aracerhead
mentality. Evenour short
"sprint" istoolongandt 0o
hardfor peopleto comein
fromoutside, learnthelines
quickly, and fed comfortable
racing down. Additiondly,itis
likely that no onecan paddie
the North Fork without gaining
hugerespect for it. Thosedf
uswhoareonitregularly
knowth s beyonddl else.

The power of natureisa
great equalizer; but it dso gives
us much more. Many of our
best friendships have grown up
fromthe North Fork's unique

-
e .
y a il
) Mark White on the
Irv Brier  1hr,58:00 North Fork of the

Jerry Moffat 1 hr, 58:00
Gu/ Robbins  1hr, 5800  Fayefe
Aurele LaMontague, Oly

Kholer and Jim Curzon... Com-

pleted coursebut declinedto

be timed... "instead seeking a

more personal rapport withthe

river."

mixtureof extremeserious-
nessandfun. Toforgettheles
sons of respect, personal hon-
esty, and responsibilityfor
companionsthat theriver has
taught usisfoolish,and we
will notlet it happen. We have
agreedthat for as longas we
haveanythingto dowith this
event, it will never haveany
prizesor commerciaism. It
will never be used by equip-
ment manufacturersfor adver-
tisement. Itwill never bedis-
torted into somethingthe river
experienceshould not be. We
will do our best to keepit true
tothoset hi ngs which welove
about kayaking.

| polled my fellow partici-
pants on whether they thought
theactual timesand places
should be published. They uni-
formly said yes, but that ade-
scriptiondf our goalsshould
begiven. So, pleasekeepin
mindthatitislikely theonly
true"results’ wereour smiles
and laughter at the take-out,
and our personal joy in run-
ningtheriver.

Doug Ammons (for all

the North Forkers)ll

welding & mfg.

Aluminum rowing frames, camp
kitchens, dry boxes and tables.

Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and
FishRite aluminum boats & sleds.

(503) 773-5582
1385 Justice Road
Central Point, OR 97502

Call or Write for our

f
FEE! Whomenr ainios

."":,.1
Ll E i
CASCADE OUTFITTERS
A Trdee 1 Qualty River RSN

PO Box 209 ® Springfield, OR 97477
- 503 (747-2272)
LY Tgll F'l_'{ .\:':-.;:.-_. Ling | BO0.233.72148 ]

NEW '93 CANOE
Descender

TheRapid Solutiontoyour
shortboat dilemma. Shorter,
Lighter & Quicker

CUSTOMOUTHTTED

READY - IM-PLAY
Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Cdl today or Try aTest Driveat our
Nantaha aOutpost

404-325-5330 Atlanta weckdays
704-488-2386 Nantahata River

& /T

2362-P DS Drive, NE, Atlanta,GA 30341
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| Completeyourwhitewaterlibrary withan AWA publication |

AWA NationwideW hitewater | nventory

Riversat Risk—The Concerned Citizens
Edited by Pope Barrow, $15 book/57 disk ($2.90 postage)

i g ) ; Guideto Hydropower
ztef”sed.l('f' ngof every whitewaterriver By JohnD. Escheverria, Pope Barrow and Richard
nationwide Roos-Collins; clofh§29. 17.95($2.90

*River mapsfor all U Srivers _ poosotfz ge;’ ns $29.95/paper $17.95 (

*Includesmileage, accesspoints, ratings * A study of whitewater'smost seriousthreat
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Rodeo

So, You Say You Have Invented a Sport?
Whitewater Rodeo... The Road to the Worlds

by Risa Shimoda Callaway
AWA President

he devel opment of

whitewater rodeointo a
world classsporting event
hasbeen alot morediffi- -
cult than anyoneever an-
ticipated. Cf course, we
should have knownthat
creatingtheframework
and gaininginternational
recognitionfor a new sport
wouldtake morethan an
afternoon! But, participat-
ingin the process has been
excitingand rewarding; al-
beit, dang ('scuse my
drawl) tough.

In developing
whitewater rodeowe have
raisedthe profile of
whitewater paddlingin
generd. Thereare pros
and constothis. Wecan
now tell our moms, who
have questioned our sanity
|0 thesepast few years, to
turn on ESPN and watch
our friendsperform. Our
momscan findly seefor
themselvesthat paddling
can be exciting,fun and safe.

Ontheother hand, we havea so
witnessed a number of seriousinjuries
sustai ned by overconfidentintermedi-
ate boaterswhose experiencein squirt
boatslagged behind their level of <Kill.
And, overcrowdinghas occurred on
somerivers,threateningboth access
and thequdity of theriver experience.

Whitewater rodeo hascontributed
tothe growing numbersd boatersin
the country and it will, no doubt, con-
tinueto doso. Itisimportantthat we
utilizethisincreaseinthesize o our
congtituency to lobby against threats
totheriver environment.

Whitewater rodeosfirst became
popular inthe mid 1970s, invented by
afew avant-garde, aggressive, twenty-
something paddlerswho just wanted
to show off for each other. Onedf the
first,the Stanley Whitewater Rodeo,
organized by Joe Leonard, waslow
key, but lotsaf fun.

instead of paddling from play

spot to play spot, many

Risa Shimoda Callaway, founder of the
National Organization of Whitewater
Rodeos and Bob McDonough co-
architect of the guidelines document
which was sent to over forty paddlers
for their approval

But these daysfolksare taking
whitewater rodeoalot moreserioudly.
Condder thisyear'srodeo hed at Hel
Holeon the Ocoee.. therodeo at
which the eastern U.S. Team wascho-
sen. Paddlersdrove up and unloaded
their boatsat the Holeat precisdly
10:34 am., perfectly timedtothear-
rival of thewater from thedam release
upstream. They had started practicing
ontheriver at precisdly 9:00 am., and
they had followed thewater down-
stream, stoppingto warm up at En-
trance, Siceand Diceand Hipper. But

played Park 'n Play, driving
from spot to spot, so asnot to
get worn out beforethe com-
petition.

Y es agrowingnum-
ber of folks"work" at play-
paddliing five daysaweek
Severa of our best competi-
torspracticedall fal, winter
and springto maketheteam
for the World Rodeo.

Whitewater rodeo
hasevolved.

Duringtheeighties
several eventsappeared
around the country, then
struggledto survive. Afew
didn't makeit. Organizersof
rodeosweremostly loca
boaterswho consented,
sometimesnaively,totakeon
the responsbility o organiz-
ing an event: printing posters,
finding judgesand pursuing
support,or at least the be-
nevolence, of local landown-
ersand businessmen.
Burnout was understandably a prob-
lem, aswas maintaining continuity
fromyear to year. Asa consequence,
the number and size of therodeos
grew dowly.

Somerodeosfdl victim, not to apa-
thy or lossof support, but rather to
natural disasters! Consider theshort-
lived Wenatchee Rodeo, an event that
wasahead of itstime; dlaming na-
tiona attention, strong sponsorship
and great mediacoverage. Organizer
Frank Meyer and hiscolleaguesdid a
great job... until aflood divertedthe
water away from their famous Snap-
dragon Hole during the winter of "90!

Asthe'90s arrived, rodeosbegan
totakeonanew look. Oftenthesuc-
cessdf anindividuad event fill pivots
aroundthe energiesand talentsof one
or two peopl e, but the organi zersnow
havethesupport of more businesses,
national organizationsand park and
recreationgroups.
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Former hyperactive, under utilized
hi ppieshave established themselvesas
business peoplewith the skills and ex-
pertisenecessaryto organize profes-
siona eventsina competitivesetting.
The need to work withlocal govern-
ments, publicland management
groupssuch asthe Forest Serviceand
the BLM, and utility companies(who
often control water flows) necessitate
suchinterpersonal skills beforethefun
can begin.

Findly, inthesummer of 1991, the
concept of whitewaterrodeo wascdl-
ebratedin Englandwith the World
Stunt Boat Championships. Partici-
pantscamefromtheU.S. and many
European nations. Chris Spelius, who
representedtheU.S., dong with Bob
and Roxanne M cDonough and Bab
McDougall, returnedin hisusual en-
thusiastic state. He had lobbied suc-
cessfully at theU.K. eventto hold the
next championshipon our sidedf the
Atlantic. But sinceit wasalready late
summer, even thevery capable orga-
nizersof therodeoat Bob's Holede-
cided that nine monthswas not
enough timeto prepareto host ama-
jor, world classevent.

Likdy candidatesfor a'93 eventin-
cluded Bob' s, the Payette, Animas and
Tulsa, who had put on agreat rodeo
that year, The Payetteorganizerswere
experiencingachangingd the guard;
the Animas organizerssaid that their
sitewasin astate of flux and that they
weredready playing host to too many
events, arid therel ease of water at
Tulsabecameuncertain. Theonly pro-

posal ultimately submitted camefrom
the organizing committeeon the
Ocoee. Vailg Susan Genty became
the Grand Poobahof the Worldd

Tosay that al wassmoothsailing
from that point would belikesaying
that thejoysadf home ownershipend
with the payment of the dosing costs.

Inthefdl of '92 thelocal organiz-
ing group started to redlizethe enor-
mity of thetask they had undertaken.
Meetingswere held throughout the
winter to develop plansfor teamtrials,
publicity, international coordination,
and so on. ChrisSpdiusand Bob
McDonough becamethe primary ar-
chitectsof adocumentwhich outlined
the philosophy of rodeo and proposed
an extensivelist of guiddinesfor es-
tablishing whitewater rodeo asan in-
ternationally recognized event.

The organizing committee sent the
document/ballot to over forty people
who had participatedin rodeos during
the past ten years. Topicsincluded
werejudging philosophy, teem qualifi-
cationsand team makeup. Thedocu-
ment took into account somedf the
similaritiesbetweenwhitewater rodeo
and figureskating, gymnastics, aero-
baticsand diving. The responsetothe
document wascompiled by Hannah
Swayze of Bryson City, N.C.

Meanwhile the ANA nurtured Na
tiona Organization of Whitewater Ro-
deos(NOWR) joinedforceswiththe
ACA to becomepart of thelCF (Inter-
nationa Canoe Federation). Thi s
should provideaccessto theinterna
tiona canoesportcommunity... per-

hapsevenleading to thefulfillment of
thedreamsdf those hot doggingten
year oldsout therewho would liketo
see whitewater rodeo inthe 2004
Olympicd

The World Whitewater Rodeo
Steering Committeewasdevel oped,
consisting of regional representatives
who haveplayed key rolesinthe de-
velopment of thesport. Itincludes
Steve Schemer of Oregon, Nancy Wiley
of Colorado, Mark Whitedf Utah, Risa
Shimoda Callaway of North Caroling,
John Schreiner of Pennsylvania, Chris
Speliusdf North Carolinaand Susan
Wion Gentry d North Carolina
Speliusa soservesastheinternational
liaison; while Gentry servesastherep-
resentatived the Ocoegslocal orger
nizing committee (LOC).

Working closdly withthi s groupis
Jm Ddy, organizer of the'93 Bob's
Hole Rodeo, who provided awealth of
fairnessand common sense.

Aswhitewater rodeo maturesand
becomesmorevishbletherewill no
doubt be growing pains. Paddlerswill
no doubt complain about competitors
invading"'their rivers' and that award-
ing prize money hasruined the"pure'
natureof paddling. But ultimately deal -
ing with such issuesshould strengthen
thesport.

Rodeoishereto stay, but we must
enhanceits potential and not be
spoiled by itscurrent glamour. Weare
showingtheworld another interesting
aspect of whitewater boating.. aswe
arecreatingthefuue.
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Thesixth rapid down thefirst mile
of the Upper Canyonwasarea
Goaliath. | peeled out of aboiling eddy
cocked left and punched threetwelve
foot diagona wavescoming off thever-
tica canyonwadl. Then| angled right
and threaded the needle betweena
huge pourover and amega-hole. So
far, so good.

But thewater wastotal chaos,
churningleft toward ahousesized
boulder at heart stopping speed. |
powered acrossthe current, managing
tostay upright,and droveinto theeddy
a thebottomright. Asl gazed back
upriver | thought, ® Damn...that SOB
isn't even named!™

It wasJanuary of 1993and my good
friend Earl Davisand | had abandoned
our homesin western North Carolina
for aten day whitewateradventurein
southern Chile. After traveling one-
third of theway around the world we
had arrived at our expedition leader's
base camp ontheshored the Rio
Futaleufu. ChrisSpelius, aka. Spe is
atall muscular guy with straw blond
hairandahbigsmile. Hiscampis
. nestled betweenthe Rio Azul, the

' Futaleufuand aseventhousandfoot
2242222222222 2 2 snow capped triplepesk called the
ThreeMonks

It waswinter back home, but in
Chileit wassummer and theair was
warm and fragrant. The valley floor
was carpeted with wild flowersand
grasses. By the next morning seven
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Above: Spe having “too much fun" on the Futaleufu. Photo by Juan Pablo
Isquierdo
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Phil DeRiemer entering The Zeta

other boatershad arrived. Our adven-
ture on the Futaleufu had begun.

For narrativeclaritythi s articleis
an account of a hypothetical descent
o the Rio Futaleufufromtop to bot-
tom. Weactually paddlied each por-
tionof theriver severa timesover the
coursedf sevendays, startingwith the
eas est sectionsand progressingto the
more difficult ones.

The Upper Canyon

Thefirg put-in wastwelvemiles
upstreamd thevillaged Futaleufuon
the Rio Espilon. The Rio Espilonwas
theclearest river | haveever seen. The
rockson the bottom of theriver shim-
meredinthesunlight. After paddling
two milesdf thi s glistening, pale-green
water, weflushed onto the Futaleufu.

Our guideswere Phil DeRiemer
and May Hays We couldn't have
askedfor morecompetent safety boat-
ers. When not leading expeditionsor
guiding river trips, Phil isa photogra-
pher and kayak instructor. Mary hasa
degreein nursing and would probably
beworking inahospita today, if she
hadn't caught theriver bug. She has
traded in her stethoscopefor a paddie
and sheleadswhitewater expeditions
al over theworld. Phil and Mary were
world classpaddiers, ready tolay it on
thelinefor usif wegotintotrouble.

Not long after we hit the Futaleufu,

i

iy

il

the rock wallsbegan to loom upwards
and weentered one df thetoughest
sectionsdf theriver, the Upper Ca+
yon. Herethe ominousvertica wall
wereso sheer that they precluded por-
taging. When we reachedthi s section
o theriver thesun disappeared and
thesky grew dark. Wasthi s afore-
warning of what wasto come? | was
morethan alittle nervous.

Only thefirst of thesix rapidsin
thi s milelong portion of theriver had
been named. We bank scoutedthi s
drop, Inferno. It wasquiteasight!

Theriver, typicaly 250feet wide,
was constricted severely by the 200
foot diff wallsthat defined the canyon.
A flow of 12,000cfsand severegradi-
ent madet hi s one mother of arapid.

To run Infernocorrectly one
needed to negotiateaseriesd huge di-
agonal wavescoming off theriver left
wadl, thenturnto theright and dip be-
tween apourover and amegahole.
Next the paddler had to power across
afiendishwavetrantoriver right to
avoid being smashed into the rock
faceonriverleft. Thefact that two
raftershad died inthi s rapidjust two
monthsbefore our r un weighed
heavily on my mind.

But... | wasready. Thiswasit.
Therewas no usethinking about any-
thing but tacklingthi s rapid. | entered
angledto theleft and powered through
thetwevefoot waves. Then | angled
right and... Whoopd... inadvertently

spun into aquasi-eddy. After acouple
of determined sweepsny bow wasre-
directed back downstream, although
now | wasafew feet to theright off
line. | missed thepourover to my left
but wassnared by theedge o the hy-
draulicto my right.

Wham! It stopped medead. Itfelt
like my boat was hocked from under
me by agigantic dedgehammer.

After a brief thrashingthe hole spit
me out. Thank you river godd | rolled
on my second attempt. Thewater
around mewasexpl oding without ap-
parent rhymeor reason. Frothwasev-
erywhere. Itlooked like Tomahawk
Missileswere beingfired intotheriver.

| poweredto theright with dl the
strength | could muster and my
CorsicaSresponded nicdly. | clipped
the edge o another hole, but | leaned
forward and dug my way throughit.
Moving right wasa battle because
nine-tenthsof thevolumed theriver
careenedintotheleft canyonwall.
Fortunately | wonthebattle. Severd
other membersdf our party flipped as
widll, but everyone rolled quickly and
recoveredtheir linessuccessfully. It
wasone hdl of anintroductiontothe
Futaeufu.

“So muchfor Inferno,”1 thought.
""Thet's one down.”

The next rapid wasnot too hard, as
long asoneavoidedthe unfriendly ed-
dies. Onthe Futaleufuit wasquite
possibleto clean arapid, only to get
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hammeredin an eddy, wherethe water
often undulates up and down asmuch
astwofeet. Whirlpoolsappeared and
disappeared unexpectedlyand it was
not uncommonto get caught between
two boilsand munched inthefold.

Thethirdrapidin the Upper Ca
yonwasabaddie. Almog dl of the
current piled againgt avertica rock
wadll onriver left. Nowonder Spere-
ferred tothi s asthe Wl Shot. The
trick wasto gart to the right- long be-
foreyou thought it necessary.

| pedledout of theeddy intothe
screamingdownstreamflow. Man,
ths baby wascooking! | cocked my
boat and startedto digin. | couldsee
Phil and May in the eddy at the bot-
tomsigndlingmeto "paddielikehdl”.
| couldtell by their expressionsthat
they fet that | should havestarted
right sooner. But the current had a
mind of itsown; it was pitching back
andforth, pulsing and frothing. | had
never been on water movingt hi s fast.

Suddenly | wasstopped by aten
foot breaking wave and backendered.
If ever | neededtoroll onmyfirst try,
thi s wasit. | focused on rallingtill my
paddie brokethe surface. Then|
swept, hipsnapped,and wasup. Fortu-
nately | wasstill online.

I continued my drive acrossthe
mainflow and madeit to the bottom
right eddy. But there werenowhoops
o jubilationor howlsd victory. Noin-
deed, themood inthat eddy wasavery
seriousone. Wewereonly hdf way
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Phil DeRiemer running The Zeta

throughthe Upper Canyon.
By comparisonthe next two rapids

were essy... dthoughonceagain they
featured predatory eddies.

But thesixth rapid inthe Upper
Canyonwasanother mongter... the
Goliath| described in theintroduction
tothi s story. Small wonder that | was
so eated when | reached the bottom.
| had madeit through theinfamous
Upper Canyon and | wasdill kicking!

The Zeta and
the Throne

After ashortinterluded flat water
wearived at onedf theFuta’s pre-
miererapids, The Zeta The Zetahad
such abad reputationthat most
peoplehad decided that they were go-
ingtowak it long beforethey evenlay
eyesonit. | decidedthat | would look
a it with an open mind and decidefor
mysdf.

It took meabout one second to
makethedecison. | would definitely
bewdkingthe Zeta Heretheriver
wasconstrictedtofifty feet by shear
rock walls. Theriver fdl about twenty
feet while turning ninety degreesto
theright. Thepotential linewasvery
narrow and the approach wasa night-
mare. A hugediagona breakingwave
blockedthe entrance.

If you were knocked dff linetothe
|eft, you would ride onto the pillow

and into avortex that madethe Room
o Doomat the Gauley’s Pillow Rock
look trivial. Ontheother hand, if you
were knocked off lineto theright,
your destiny liein one of two boiling
eddies, thesecond of whichwas
jammed with recirculating lumber.
Mogt of thelogsinthi s eddy had been
therefor solong that they had been
stripped of their bark, buffed smooth
by thejostling and bleached white by
thesun. A twofoot high eddy fence
barred any chance of escapefrom
theseeddies.

But theworst wasyet to come. Not
far downstream the main current
dammed into an undercut rock wall.

Therewere so very many waysto
haveabad day inthe Zetal

Phil DeRiemer wasthe only
kayaker in our groupto chalengeths
beast. Hislinewas perfect. Phil made
itlook deceptively easy, cruisinginto
the champagnebubbleswhichfiz to
thesurfacefor threehundred feet be-
low therapid.

After another brief respite.. some
flat water... we cametothe
granddaddy of them all, the Throne
Room. TheFutaleufu achievedtre
mendouspower here by virtued an
unrel entingsteep descent. Fourteen
foot diagona wavesintheshaped aV
led directly towardsthe Throne, a
humongous, smooth rock that |ooked
likea oversized water ski jump. Al-
thoughthethronewas150feet wide
and 20feet high, the current wasso
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strongthat it spilled up and over the
top. A saconsequence, the back of the
Thronefeatured atwenty foot
pourover!

Needlessto say thecorrectline
wasto avoid theThrone. Butthi s was
easier saidt han done. The best line
wasright toleft, avoidingthevortex
besdethethronetotherightand ase-
quencedf mega-holestotheleft.

Our host, Spe, related aterrifying
account of arun onwhich heflipped
androlledin thediagona swhichlead
tothetop of theThrone. Hecameup
disorientedand facingupriver, while
the current was pushing him further
and further up thefaceof the Throne.
Miraculoudy, he managed to extract
himself fromthi s precarioussituation.
| can’t imagine how.

But we didn't need Spe'sstory to
scare usaweay. Just looking was
enough. Noned usfeltinclinedto
confront the Throne.

Wavy Gravy

Downstream we paddled a wave
train with tenfoot swellsthat contin-
ued for twomiles. Threefourthsof
thetimewewereburiedinthe
troughs, unableto see our surround-
ings. Then briefly wewould crest the
wave, get tolook around, before plum-
metingintothe next trough. Occasion-
dly oneof thewaveswould break and
it would be backendertime. Butthi s
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Phil DeRiemer running The Zeta

wasbenign, dl you had to do wasto
set up and wait for the appropriate
moment to roll. Thiswas nothing but
good old fashionedfun!

Spe's camp was marked by a sandy
beach onriver right and it wasawe-
comesight after aday ontheriver. Spe
spared no expense.. a Chilean chef
prepared and served gourmet meals
and amasseusekneaded paddler's
tired muscles. Hot showersand, yes,
even asaunawere provided to revital-
ize exhausted boaters!

The Terminator

And revitdizationwasdearly in or-
der, becausedownstreamof the camp
liethe Terminator. After scoutingthi s
rapid severa membersd our party
shoulderedtheir boats. But Earl,
Charlie, Peter, Allenand | decidedto
goforit. The Terminator wasabout
onehalf mile long, requiringfour eddy
moveson river left, thenaped out
into the main current for the approach
tothefinal drop. Theconsequenced
missing one of the eddiesmeant that
onewasdestinedtor un the monstros-
ity at the bottom right down the
middle. It wasoned thoserapidsthat
wasan honest classIV, if you madedl
theright moves. But if you screwed
up, it wasaclassVl. Inthe center of
theriver hdf way throughtherapidlie
athirty-fivefoot wide hydraulicwitha
twenty foot backwash.

Thefourtheddy movewasthe
toughest to make. Here one needed to
power through a diagonal hole without
gettingstopped. If youfailed to punch
it, you would besurfed into the maw. |
just madeit.

Now it wastimetofacethefina
plunge. | peeled out of asquirrelly
eddy intothe main current, frantically
headingright to dodgea mdicious
pourover. The power of theriver was
awesome, but | managed to stay up-
right. But one of our group wasnot so
lucky.

Peter flippedin the churning cur-
rent, missed threerollsand svam. Be
lieve me, thereisno good placeto
swim on the Futaleufu, butth s was
particularly bad place. Peter was
headed toward big troubledown-
stream. But he swam sofast acrossthe
currentintothesanctuary of ariver
left eddy that he outranthesafety
boater!

"l saw that eddy and | wantedit!"
heexplained later. Sadly, hispaddle,
an old and faithful companion,was
goneforever. Peter enduredthe
razzing gracioudy, bemoaning thefact
that hewas"reducedfromastudtoa
geek infiveseconds.”

After the Terminator the Futaleufu
began to dish out sequencesadf explod-
ing wavetrains.On oneoccasion| was
pitchedso high off thecrest of awave
that | went airborne. | washaving
morefunt han | thought possible.

Charlie,onthe other hand, got a
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tasted theriver's power while bob-
binginthesafety (?) of aneddy! The
water boiled, awhirlpool appeared,
and hewassucked downward, kayak
anddl, to hisshoulders. All we could
seewas hishelmeted head spinning
roundand round inthe spird.

Spankings

After aquarter milelongwavetrain
known asthe Himaayaswe cameto
oned t he Futaleufu’s most memo-
rablerapids, M andaca Mandacater-
minated in aseriesof twelvefoot
wavesthat pulsed at regular intervals.
Thewavesbrokeupstreamwitha
deefening “Ka-whump!” at five second
intervals. If you hit onewhenit col-
lapsed, a batteringwasinevitable. For-
tunately, after a brief spanking, the
waveform cleared and you could roll
and continueon your merry way.

| sailed up and over thefirst wave
onaclear window of smoothgreen
water. Butthewindow o thesecond

wavedammed shut on me, breaking
back onitsdf at theworst possible
time. | madethe classic mistake of not
leaninginto thi s explosond water.
The wave dammed into my chest and
faceso hard that | heard my helmet
dapthedeck of my stern. My boat
looped over and | found mysdf upside
downin themonster, gettingthe
hydromassage of ny life. After several
secondsthewave-holepulsed and |
wasreleased.

I rolled just intimeto beeaten by
the next one. Over | went again. |
hadn't managed to catch abreath be-
tween these munchings and | wasget-
ting pretty low onair. A sinful thought
crossed my mind. "You know, afd-
I?IW could wet-exitin asituationlike
tha"

“But”, | told mysdlf,"notthi s fel-
low." Andso | perseveredand rolled
again. Thewindowsd thenext two
wavesstayed openand | managed to
sail through upright.

Meanwhile, Dick had loopedina

1
closed window aswell. Hetook a
thrashingin the next two wave-holes
and then hetriedtoroll. Four times
hetried, without success. Phil gotto
hi mand Dick grabbed the bow of
Phil's boat. Dick wastoo whippedto
effectivelyhipsnap, so he hung on,
staying in hisflipped kayak but keep-
ing his head abovewater until Phil
could musclehim upright.

Unfortunatelyhewasnot so lucky
in thenext rapid; heflipped and swam.
Onceagain Phil cameto the rescue,
managing to tow him safely to shore.
Now Dick had hisfill of the Futaleufu;
he spenttherest of trip readingon
shore.

Dick wasn't theonly oneworn
down by the chdlengedf the
Futaleufu. On another day onthi s
samesection o theriver | nearly
tasted Humble Pie. We had been pad-
dliingfor a number of daysand fatigue
had set in. Thiswasapparent to Phil
and Mary; they kept bitchingat meto
paddieharder. | didn't want to tell
themthat | was paddling ashard asl
could. My amms were sotired that it
feltlikel wasstroking through wet ce-
ment.

Beforelong| flippedinahole. |
managedtorall, butit felt weak. |
startedtoget alittteworried. Ina
stretch of flat water | got lost inmy
thoughtsand | failed to noticethat the
river was piling onto avertical rock
wall to my left. Half of thecurrent
spilled 90 degreesto the right and con-
tinued downstream, but half of the
current spilled off totheleftintoa gar-
gantuan eddy that wasanything but
friendly. That'swherel found mysdf.
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Page 52: Bill Peisner
entering Infernoon the
Futaleufu. Photo by Juan
Pablo Isquierdo

Page 52 bottom: Mary
Hays... safety boater
extraordinaire!

Right: Earl Davis on the Rio
Azul

Bottom: Gregg Hall (left) and
Phil DeRiemer (right).
Exploding waves at Mundaca

Thecenter of the eddy wasboiling
0| decided to stay ontheedgeby the
river bank and ride the current up-
stream. But at thetop, when | at-
temptedto ped out, | could not punch
theeddy lineto reachthemain, down-
streamflow. | paddiedfurioudy, but to
noavail. | redizedthat | wastrapped
inadepressed eddy. Therest of the
group had disappeared, so | wason ny
own.

| drifted downthe eddy line, d-
most to the point wherethewater
piled ontotherock wal. | redly didn't
want to makethecircuit throughthe
eddy again, so withfiftyfeet togo, |
summonedal my strengthand
plunged acrosstheline. | madeitinto
thecurrent that spilled off to theright
sded therock wall, but | plopped
intoasmall hole and flipped.

| wasbeginningto have aredly
bad day. | flushed out upsidedown
and rolled, justin timeto have my
sternsucked down by awhirlpool. |

flipped again and went spinninground_

and round. | wastired, out of bresth
and worried about being alone. | imag-
ined that | was being flushed down a
hugetoilet bowl.

| attempted an on sideroll but
failed. 1 knew why. | wasworking
againg the swirl of thewhirlpoal.

Prior to accepting participantsin
histrips, Speasksall candidatestofill
out askills assessmentform. Asmy
"biggest weakness' | had listed my re-
luctanceto usenmy offsgderall. Ina

{11
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pool my offsderoll isbombproof, but
| never s;emto useitinaclutch.

| knew that it wastimeto gofor
my offsiderall, but | did what ways
do and went for my onsideroll again.
Fortunately, | managedto makeit up. |
quickly joined therest of the party
downstream and regaled them with
my misadventuresin theflat water of
the Futaleufu.

Al toosoonit wastimeto return
to thestates. Ontheway totheairport
we spotted a gigantic blue-ice glacier
snakingitsway down ahigh mountain
valey. Sadly, we would not be around
torevd inthefruit of itsmeltdown.

At leastfor awhile. But comenext
year, | hopeto be headed back to my
newfound whitewater heavenin
southern Chileagan.
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GONZO ON THE MONZO

An Argentinean Adventure Featuring the Tenth Street Paddlers

by Errd Aldderson

e kly ransiermed our gear from U broken down

midnabaes onlo Ui anckent, truck and Felo drove us o
waid I:Ih|=]||,|1-|r|, It was sl powring, making s wonder
eccncily howr igeh U waler wias going Lo De, Thi= el
had b st mght the day Before and the thought of
IO Wakier Wi naol & |.|||"1'|1""=|J'Ir e,

All of a sudden Feto hit the brakes and stopped in the
mibdclle of the roadd. Now | have no doubd that it is difM
cubl Lo Cirwd parts e qun quvicdend Oy Vv ek i = willels
of Argenting.  But Feto's techndgue of periodically jump-
ing on the hood and urinating on the windshield was sim-
ply not & very good substinate for windshield wipens!

I was aboul 2 pan. when Rafa and Feto returmisd. We

Probably one of the reasons that Americans hove mog
explored the rvers of Argenting with the same fervor as
in neighborng Chitde &= thal Mindimg mexpensive, firliaklis
ground transportation in Argentin s aboit as challeng-
ingt a5 hand rolling in Lava Falls. In that respsect, all things
considered, we were lucky. For our Argentinean expaedi-
domn, wi had commandeensd a 72 VW bas and a 67 Chievy
four door truck. The vehicles came equipped with drng
T,

Feto was the truck's paot. A bobogist wiho husd
winrked as a park mnger lor years throughout e Andes,
hie wiis an imvalusble resounce i coironaenbel inberpee
tation as well as in uvigating the hundmsids of miles
prnmenpped dirt rosds, Bato was the driver of the VW, He
il sigmed on with s becaiese providing groond supgeson
io & kayaldng expedition sounided like a great way (o 6
nance @ vication.
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: -"?':- iy life. | had first
met them In the late seventies while at-
tending college in the mountaing of
southern Appalachia. [ had spent many
hours dreaming of exploring wild dv-
ers in wild places, and [ heard that 1
this dream come troe i 1
mysell with the group
knowm.as the Tenth Street Paddlers,
All that was required to becomme a
miember of this fraternity was to sur-
vive what | later termed the “Life Is
Cheap School of Padedling”,

Since those days litte has changed
for the Tenth Street Paddlers. The
“Life is Cheap School® has been re-
mamed the “Alfred E. Newrnan School
of Whitewater® and the club “pe-
urnkons” have moved to more exotic lo-
cales, but the basic creed of the group,
to seek adventure through the explors-
Lo of new rvers, remains the same.

Hafael Gallo, the Tenth Sireeter
whio had organized this particular re-
umion, wanted to check out the rivers
in Argentina to see if his Costa Rican
river company might expand their op-
erations in that direction. Tom Wise
anidd Wade Bullock, who had st spent
fourteen days paddling twelve rdvers in
Chile, were anccious to explore Argen-

¢

tina as well, since it represented a veri-
table whitewater frontier. [ had
brought along Greg Goodyear, a world
cluss paddler who seemed only to en-
oy the adventure travel experence
when we were in the deep in the bow-
els of some scary fver canyon.
Rounding out the group were John
Hall and his friend Howard, who
somehow managed (o make paddling
CVEry river an eple expenence,

The first river the Tenth Strecters
tackled was the Mendoza, which NDows
from the slopes of one of the highest
mounituins in the western world, Peak
Aconcagua. This river, which mges
muddy all year long, provided thirty
miles of non stop fun

Duir second stop was the Rio Del
Maonte, & dam controfled river with lots
of greal rapids, Then we headed o the
Rio Grande which, & its name im-
plies, is a big river thal carves its way
through momerois va Dows, The
Alumine came next: a very steep nm
that could easily have gotten out of
hand with a bil more water.

But it wies on e Monzo that the
Tenth Street gang miet their match,
Feto told me that Monzo means *a dog
that doesn't bite” or, alternatively, “a
horse that you can ride”, This led me
to expect this Monzo bo be a tame sor
of river, In retrospect, it is clear that

the person who named the Monzo
never paddied i

The Monzo is the kind of river that
you daydrenm about when lounging in
the comfort of your home. Bat whien
you are in the depths of one of its coan-
yons, you ane mone lkely to find your-
sell wondering why you ever chose the
sport of paddling at all. Then even golf
stars o look appealing

O introduction to the Monezo was
benign enough. On that first day we
paddied a beautiful section that Nowed
from one big, clearwater lake to an-
other. The second lake offered amaz:-
ing views of ML Tronador, the source
of the Monzo. Although this section of
the river feafunesd a couple of big
drops, they wene manageable, and the
hardest part to day tumed out to be lo-
cating the spot where the river left the
second lake, the point where we wers
o e Oukr shattle beam

Whien wee finally found the take
ol Balo was waiting with cups of
mvote, & bocal herb drink, and stodes of
a big waterfall not far downstream. He
haud bt talking to some locals, who
told him that this falls was just the first
of many on the next section of the
Monzo, And 50 as our drivers pre-
peired our standard dinmer of grilbed
beef, bread, wine and, of course, mone
moile, we decided to seout the Fulls

1



We soon discovered that it wasone
of those60foot dropsthat would offer
moret han just a"high risk endeavor™.
Paddling that fallswould surely have
represented" gambling with your
health". We quickly decided that we
wouldforgo runningth s monster, sav-
ing our bravadofor the rapidsdown-
stream.

The next morningwe packed some
extrafood and bivy sacks, just in case
wewould haveto spend the next few
nightsontheriver. Our next rendez-
vouswith thedriverswasto belLake
Sefan. Theonly referencewe had was
astandard road map, so, in thetypical
Tenth Street style, we knew nothing
moreabout the run than whereto put
inand whereto take out. Eyebdling
the map suggested that thissection of
theriver would offer about twelve
milesdf actionfollowed by athree
milecruiseacrossthelake.

Putting in below the big waterfall,
westarted paddlingflat water. The
typed flat water that hasthat peculiar

fed toit.. afed that suggeststhat
thereisalargeobstruction nearby that
ispreventingthewater from tumbling
df thefaced theearth. Asl rounded
abend| could hear abigrgpid; it had
that deep, heavy sound that | don't like
tohear when | don't knowwhét lies
downstream. But inspectionsoon re-
vealedthat thesituation wasnot as
ominousasit sounded.

Thisrapid, whichwenamed Tres
Amigos, featuredthree navigeble
drops. Thefirst wasafifteenfoot
plungeintoasmall pool. Theriver
then narrowed and poured over aten
footdide. Therapid culminatedwith a
twenty foot vertical intoalarge pool.
TheMonzo wasflowing at about 1000
cfs, providing cleanlaunch spotsfor
each of thedrops, launch spotsthat al-
lowed usto avoid thetremendousre-
versalsat thebottom o eachfals. We
dl negotiated TresAmigoswithout in-
cident, settingthe mood for thewild
paddling that wasto come.

The secondrapid wasadouble

theexceptionof Howard, whose
"paddlehard and hopestyle" led him,
onceagain, to provideuswiththekind
o entertainmentthat we had cometo
expect.

Wespent therest of themorning
paddling and scouting one magnificent
rapid after another. Thecharacter of
the Monzo evolved; long complex rap-
idstaking the placed sheer fdls.
These rapidsdemanded concentration
aswe descendedtheriver from eddy
toeddy. Weestablished aroutinein
which oneindividua paddled ahead,
scouted, then shared informationwith
therest of theteam.

Asl drifted around a bend | could
seethe Monzo disappear into asteep,
deep walled canyon. | decided to scout
before committing. Thisprovedtobea
wisedecision. Firstthe Monzo flowed
through a river wide holewith anasty
patternof recirculation. Theholewas
bounded on each sideby the canyon




walls. Bdow the holethe Monzo
dropped over another sixty foot water-
fall, makingthe possibility of swim
lesst han appealing. The eddy above
thefdlswasone of thosethat you
know that you are not going to miss,
becausethealternative istotally out of
the question!

A couple o the Tenth Streetersne-
gotiated the hole without incident,
makingit almost seem mellow. But
then Rafadl dropped into the hydraulic
with lessthan the requisiteamount of
momentum, and proceededto get
worked over pretty well. Hefindly
managedto surf out of it likeachamp,
but thesight of hisclosecall con-
vinced therest of the group to portage
thehole.

The next portage, around thesixty
foot falls, necessitated draggingour
boatsthrough an endlessmorassof
bamboo. When wefinally found a spot
to dimb back to theriver, thesun
poked itsway through the clouds, illu-
minatingthefallsin away that made
being bdow it feel great in moreways
than onel

The next rapidslooked steep and
complex. Theriver wasdroppinginto
adeep canyon and it looked like scout-
ingand portagingwaslikdy to repre-
sent amajor endeavor.

At some point paddling becomesa
"s0l0" experience. I rrespective of the
communa experienceand skill of the
group, eachindividual must havethe
whitewater technique needed to sur-
vive Any member of thegroup that
doesnot havetheserequisiteskills
placesthemsdlves, and the other mem-
bersdf the party,in a compromising
position.

Andwhileit istypicaly not the phi-
losophy of the Tenth Streetersto set
limits based on one another's paddling
abilities, we decided that Howard had
already provided too much excitement
andthat it wastimeto convincehim

Page 54: Tenth streeter Wade Bullock
tackles the last of the Tres Amigos. Photo by
Earl Alderson

Page 55: Greg Goodyear negotiates the Tres
Amigos. Photo by Earl Alderson

Right: Earl Alderson powers through a steep
rapid on the Monzo. Photo by Greg Goodyear

Left: Howard “entertaining”at DOS XXs.
Photo by Earl Alderson

that hisstyle of river running was
probably not going to be compatible
with the canyon below.

Wecame up withaplan. Howard
and John would portage dong the can-
yonrim until they reached a point at
whichtheriver became moreforgiv-
ing. Thenthey could descend to the
water level. We would wait for them at
thefirst spot that seemed appropriate.

Thewhitewater downstream
proved to beevery bit aschalenging
aswe had anticipatedfrom the canyon
ri mFortunately everyonewas pad-
dlingwith asharp edge.

At one point the Monzo turned
abruptly totheright. Unfortunately
most o thewater flowed under the
overhangingleft wal. Ontherighta
stone buttressextended out into the
powerful current. From my boat |
could seethat running river left was
out o thequestionand that | would
have to scout by accomplishingan*I'd
better not fdl!" dimbing traverse
around

theright buttress. Theeddy aong
theright wall wastiny, so Greg pinned
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my boat against thewal with his
kayak. | gingerly climbed out of my
boat onto thewall vith oneend of my
throw rope clipped to my grabloop
and the other end in my mouth.

Perhapsif | had been makingthi s
dimb with appropriateshoesondry
rock thedifficulty of thetraverse
would haveseemed moderate. But
with my barefeet dipping onthedick
rock andthe prospectof tumbling into
theriver and being swept into thetor-
rent downstream, | felt likel wassolo-
ingamagjor wal in'Y osernite. After sev-
erd iffy maneuversl climbed ontoa
ledgethat offered avantageto what lie
downstream.

It wasnot apretty sight. If | had
known what | would haveswaminto
had | takenagspill, | ansurethat |
would havefound some good reason
for someoneel seto makethedimb. A
portagewasclearlyin order.

| returned to the eddy and posi-
tioned mysdf dongthewal, ready to
catch each member of the party and
helpthem exit their boats. The eddy
wasboiling; it would have been im-




possibleto climb out of aboat without
assistance. After everyonewassafely
on shore, we scrambled acrosssome
boulders, returningto thewater when
the Mornzo becamealittleless nasty.
Eventudly the canyon widened
and the rapids became more manage-
able. Westopped and waited at the
first spot whereit seemedfeasiblefor
Howard and John to descend to the
river. Unfortunately, for thefirst time
duringour trip, it wascloudy, rainy
and cool, making the prospect of
spendinganight on theriver with our
Spartan gear lessthan appealing. \We

waited for awhile, but aswegot
colder and colder, it seemed moreand
moresensibleto moveon down-
stream. Wedecided to continueuntil
theriver becametoo difficult for
Howard and John to manageaone.
We decided that thiswould give us
timeto scout and i@ solveany time
consuming problemswhich we might
encounter.

Fortunately thefuror of the Monzo
subsided and wewereableto move
quickly throughtherest of thecanyon
without scouting or portagingat d|.
Soon we paddied thelast rgpid into

thelake. | wasfedinggreat; | loveex-
ploring unknownriver canyonsin re-
moteareasbettert han any other kind
of paddling. TheMonzo hadfedthis
appetite, onewhich had driven meto
travel sofar in searchd adventure.
Theworld seemed dmost perfect... ex-
cept for thefact that Howard and John
werestill mising.

Rafa and Greg beganto paddie
acrossthelake, while Wade, Tomand
| builtafireand waited. 1t wassix
p.m., ten hourssincewe put on and
four hourssince we parted with our
friends. Wewere havingafinetime,




lyingaround thefire, revelinginthe
accomplishment of having completed
theMonzo canyonwithout injury. But
asdarknessclosed in, theredlity that
Johnand Howard werestill missing
becameareal buzz killer.

I could not understand wherethey
could be. It seemed impossiblethat
they could have gotten into serious
troubleon thelast part of theriver.
Eventualy wedecidedto paddie
acrossthelaketo camp. We con-
vinced ourselvesthat they had become
fatigued and, not knowingwhat lie
downstream, had decided to bivouac
and paddleout in the morning. We de-
cided that if they didn't show up by
morning that wewould go back tothe
top and paddiethe river again, looking
for them.

Weslept well that night because
wewere mentaly and physicaly ex-
hausted. It continuedto rain through-
out the night and the morning dawned
cold and damp. Wesat staring at the
lake and waiting, imagining everything
that might have happened to John and
Howard. Theeventsd the preceding
day had left usweak andtired. The
last thing anyonewanted to do wasto
load up, rideto the put in and paddie
theMonzo again.

But asthe morning passed and
they did not appear wereachedthe
conclusionthat something must be se-
rioudy wrong. So, Tom, Gregand |
loaded our gear onto the VW bus. But
the busrefused to turn over and soon
Batoran the battery dead tryingto get

it moving. Wetried to push4art the
stubbornvehicle, but to no avail. Rafa
and Feto had taken thetruck to
Barolochi tor un an errand and they
did not returnuntil 2 p.m.

Itwasatthis pointintimethat we
experienced thewild ridein thetruck
describedintheintroduction of thi s
article. Asaconsequenceit wasfour
p.m. when reachedtheput in. We
knew that if wewere goingto makeit
out of thecanyon by dark, wewould
haveto makeavirtual wildwater run
of the Monzo. Surprisingly, charging
over thosebig dropswithout hesita-
tion or contemplationturned out to be
alot morefunt han | expected. When
we reached the point wherewe hed
last seen John and Howard, we
stopped and mounted asearch.

The bamboo wasincredibly dense
and we eventudly concluded they
must befurther downstream. Clearly it
would befasterfor usto look for them
from theriver than from thecanyon
rim. And so we continued, faced, once
again, with he perilousportage/tra-
versearoundtherock buttress. Al the
while, we werescrutinizingtheriver-
sides, but to no avail. A swe paddied
acrossthelake, we could only hope
that they would be waitingin camp.

Happily, wewere greeted with hot
food, moteand, best of al, Howard
and John. They had plenty of wild 90
riestotell usfromtheir journey
through the Bamboo Forest From
Hél. Their handslooked likeham
burger from fightingtheir way through
the bamboo thicket. It had taken them

Page 58: Tenth streeter Tom Wise, a.k.a.
Hydro, in DOS XXs. Photo by Earl Alderson

Top: Author Earl Alderson enters the
Canyon of the No Return on the Monzo.
Photo by Greg Goodyear

Right: Tom Wise takes the plunge at Tres
Amigos on the Monzo. Photo by Earl
Alderson

sixteen hoursto accomplishthequar-
ter mile portage, which ended witha
200foot vertical rappel to theriver.

| thoughtto mysdlf, "What did they
dotodeservesuch afate?

Which of thelawsdf river running
hed they violated?They had taken re-
sponsibilityfor themselvesand they
hadn’t doneanythingstupid. There
could only be oneexplanationfor their
misfortune, “$%*# Happend"'.

The next morning Refaand | de-
cided to paddlethe next sectiondf the
Monzowhiletherest of theTenth
Streetersrecuperated fromtwovery
stressful days. A local assured usthat
therewere nowaterfalsonthi s sec-
tiond theriver,and hewasright. It
wasabeautiful classTiI r un that
flowed into asmall village, wherewe
met therest of the crew.

It wasa perfect endingfor our
Argentinean exploration. f coursethe
Tenth Streeterswerestill hungry for
adventure. We can never get enough.
S wecrossed the border into Chile..
headed for the bigwatersof the
Futuleufu... awelcomerdief fromthe
tight, technical chalengedf the Rio
Monzo.

Editor's note: Thisisnot thefirst
time we have covered the accomplish-
ments/ exploitsof the Tenth Street
Paddlersand we hopeit will not bethe
led.
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Iy At Femagphers

We wer e admiring the six foot
brilliant emerald makefrom the
"safety" of the eddy WﬁGﬂ,E
shouted, " Ga away f r onthat

thing! Hecan swimtoo!", =

i was not just any

snake... it wasa Morte
Verde thegreen
death snake, the most

deadly species In .
Centra America

And thisfellow

seen. With no

known antidote,

its bite meant

certain death.

Top: Wade Bullock going gonzo on the
Monzo. Photo by Earl Alderson

Page 61 top: Tom Taylor down a slot
Page 61 bottom: Jonathan Dirkson jamming

down yet another gnarly slot. Photo by Gia
DeAngelis

Getting to our Honduran adven-
turewas, asistypical o Third World
vacations, at least hdf thechalenge.
With fiveintermediate stops, wewere
intransitfor twelve hoursfrom our
takeoff in Clevdandtoour arrival in
the oceansidecity of LaCeiba. Our
team had taken shapein Miami, where
Tom Taylor,Jm Maruna and | met
May Hayes, Steve Barnett, Paul
Bluskoand Kdly Simms. At theair-
portin LaCeiba, weencountered the
usua horded 12 year old"porters”. |
managedto keep hold of my bagsuntil
wewerewithinafew feet o the bus,
beforethey weresnatchedaway and
hoisted thefird twofeet. Andthen,
of course, the usua demand, "Onedol-
la!"

ThePartenon, our hotdl, wasup-
scaleby Honduran standards. Located
only 100feet from the beach, wehad
alr conditioning,hot water and access
toagood restaurant. Lodging in Hor-
durasrangesfrom $3to $13per night,
largely depending upon the availability
o hotwater.

That night we waked alongthe
beach, enjoyingthefull moonand
kicking the coconuts. Now thiswas
living. Itwasnot until morning, when
wewerescratchingour first fleabites,
that we saw the medica waste, dog
shit and peopledumping their garbage
pailsinto thesurf.

Our tripwasthefirst Nantahala
Outdoor Center ventureinto Hondu-

L1

ras, and had been orchestratedwith
RiosHonduras, a Colorado-based
company led by Dick Eustis in collabo-
rationwith Jonathan Dirkson and their
Honduranpartner, Pepe Herrerro.
With rootsin the Rocky Mountain Out-
door Center, Dick, Jon and Larry
Vermeeran have beenin Hondurasfor
alittleoverayear, workingto develop
their rafting business. Wewereto be
their first hard boating guestsand the
first tosamplesome o their new-
found riverruns.

Our first stop wasthelocal barber-
shop. With our kayak-toppedbus
doubleparkedin thestreet, we spilled
off thebusinfull river regaliaand
streamedinto theshop, wherethe
black market money exchangeislo-
cated. Good rates...efficient... and no
paper work!

It wasacool grey day, inthe 70s,
but it wasFebruary... so who could
complain? Ourfird run wasto beon
the Lower Section of the Congregjd.
Running from themountainsto thesea
beneaththe 8000 foot Pico Bonito,the
Congregjd hasfour runnable sections,
cregtively named Lower, Middle, Up-
perandTop.  Thosed us fromthe
east immediately madethe connection
with our own Youghiogheny, which
hassmilarly named sections, but, over
the next few days, wewould discover
that,in stark contrastto the Y ough, the
Congrgd offerscontinuousclassIV-V
water from top to bottom, without sig-
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nificant stretchesof flatwater separat-
ingtheruns.

Theonly flatwater we encountered
was betweentheusual takeout for the
Lower Runand thesea | supposeone
could cdl thissection the Bottom
Congrgd,in morewaysthan one.
Oneday Tom,Jm, Larry and| de-
cided toforgothe usua busrideback
totownand to paddletheBottom to
thesea, then up the coast one-hdf mile
toour hotel.

Paddling another hour and a hdf,
weleft the pristinejungle behind. The
river widened, becameshallow and
gravelly, and meandered through the
city, whereit pretty much becamea
commund privy. Wespotted bathers,
rock dappinglaundry women and
stained" sguat rocks* lining each bank.
Sucharethereditiesd theThird
World.

But therest of the Congreja more
t han made upfor the degradationsof
the Bottom. Infact, whilein Honduras
weonly paddled one other river, but
the Congrgd initself waswell worth
thetrip. Located only twenty minutes
fromtown... and with ahot shower,
soothing surf soundsandair condi-
tioning at night... the Congrgjd had a
lotto offer.

The Lowe

TheLower Congrgd isagoodin-
troductionto Honduran whitewater
paddling. RiosHondurashad paddied
thi s sectiond theriver morethan
forty times; it wasthe only sectiont et
they used for commercid rafting. The
dropsare narrow, blindandfairly
technical.

Consider Ziplock. Thecorrectline
heredemandsthat you paddliehard
and straight toward what lookslikean
anklebusting piton rock. Thisisthe
routethat feedsyou optimdly intothe
current, whichimmediately zipsyou to
river left with amazing speed and au-
thority.

Or AquaBerm, which | call Hondu-
ran Hinzerling, becausedf itssmilarity
toitscounterpart on the Upper Yough.
But, inthe Honduranversion, the pil-
low isabit more narrow and the con-
sequencesd spilling off thewrong
way alittlemore nasty. And the ap-
proachisnot easy; one must negotiate
aleft torightferry infront of some
red ugly stuff, catchingasmall eddy
fromwhichitispossibleto boat scout
theremainder of thedrop.

Thesmilaritiest~the Upper
Yough did not end with AquaBerm.
Orelong, frothy drop wasquite remi-
niscent of Triple Drop. Jim took one
look at it, flipped, and ran thewhole
thing upsidedown.

The best ender spot ontheentire
Congrgd, the Holodeck, islocated not
far downstream. Thisrapid's moniker
isin keeping with the apparent fasci-
nation of the RiosHondurasstaff with
theStar Tr ek saga. Their shuttlebus
iscalled the Enterprise,their beach
house headquarters- the Starbase,
their pickup - the Shuttlecraft and their
hand held portableradio-the Away
Team.

The Upper

Still warming up for the morechal-
lenging Middle Section, we spent our
second day on the Congrejd paddling
the Upper. Herewewere joined by Gia

DeAngellis, thehand roll queendf Vir- | )
ginia Wesoon discoveredthat the -
correctlineson the Upper were L

tighter, blinder and more precipitous,
thanthoseonthe Lower. Onedf the
most dangerous spotson the Upper
Congregjd featured ahorrendousun-
dercut known as Taco, becausedf its
propensity tofold boatersover. Larry,
Steve, Tom and Mary ranit, but a the
bottom they dl agreedit would bethe
last time. At least 90%df the current
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surgedinto the undercut. Thesneakin
river right was 99%rock and 19%d1ow-
ing wate, but somehow Jonathan nan
aged to negotiateit without leavinghis
boat. Therestdf ushitthe portage
trail.

Becausethe Upper Congrgd is
steep and blindweran theriver by
hoppingfrom eddy to eddy, beingcare
ful not to continuedownstreamutil
theboater behindwasina positionto
seetheline. We maintained visual con-
tact with one another asmuch aspos-
sibleinan effort to keeptrack of al
membersd our party.

‘At one point intime | was running
sweepand | KNBW | wasrunning
sweep, but when| glanced upstreama
saw asinglewhite helmet peaking out
from behindarock. "What's going on
here?' | mused.

| askedMary if Giahad goneby...1
wassure she had, but shewastheonly
oneinour party withawhitehelmet.
Mary confirmedthat it could not be
Gia.

S whowasbehind us?Those of
you who are used tothecrowdsonthe
Gauley, Ocoeg, Yough or Arkansas
may be surprisedthat | was puzzled at
spotting another boater. But you must
remember that we wereon astretch of
river that had only ever been paddled
by atotal of twelve people. Wefound
out later the helmet belonged to one of
theraft guides; they had put on behind

us, but werehiding behind the rocks
so as not toru n our "wildernessexpe-
rience'! How'sthat for consideration?

TheTq

Thenext day weset our sightson
the Top Congrgd; it wasonly the
thirdtimeit had been paddied. Our
put inwasononed thefour feeder
streamsthat fuseto createtheriver.
We portaged asteep but potentialy
runnable rapid wherethesetributaries
cametogether.

Downstream we encountered a
rapid| caled Two Falsbecauseitis
smilartothe FHve Falssection of the
ChatoogaSection Four. WWeboofed
over thefirg horizonintoatiny eddy,
just aboveasecond horizonline.

Oreinterestingfeatureonthe Top
wasatriangular tunnel, about two
boat widthswide and a paddler'shel-
met high. Hereit waspossibleto
paddie both under and between two
boulders. Tom spuninadvertentlyon
the approach, flipped, and went
throughit backwards, makingit look
so difficult that nobody followed but
Mry. Her linewas clean becauseshe
caught afavorableeddy that dlowed
her to set upfor the hot dog maneu-
ver.
Oned thelast big dropsonthe
Top had been named FoolsRush In by
thefirst descent team, but Jon pre-

ferredto call it Open Heart Surgery. It
featured asmall surging sl ot just tothe
right of amassiveroostertail. At the
bottom a big boiling pool heaved up
againgt ahouse sued boulder. It wasa
real adrenalin pumper.

Thetakeoutfor theTopwasa
thatch hut rimmedsoccer field. The
ragged, barefoot childrenwholived
therecould not have been moreaston-
ished at our appearancethan if wehad
arrivedin aspaceshipfrom Mrs. Gia
took their picturesand when wegot
back to town she had them processed
quickly. Whenwereturned afew days
later she distributed themto the chil-
dren. They were quiteamazed; none
of them had ever seentheir own pic-
turesbefore. Wewere, of course,
temptedto givethem money and
candy, but Mary advised against it... re-
minding usthat theinnocence d child-
hood hasalready been | ost aong many
o theriversin CostaRica... where
kids greet boaterswiththeir hands
out.

The Middle

Onour fifth day in Honduraswe
tackledthe MiddleCongrejal. Al of
the rapidsonthissection of theriver
are managesble, with the exception of
the Subway. You canimaginehow
that rapid gotitsname. Four spherical
garage sized bouldersform a maze-like
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shulceway, |would not even consider
running it. Jon did onee, bt wound
up swimming through the tunnel,

This is the most beautiful section
of the river. Although only & few miles
long, it offers a continuous sequence
aof drops from tiny pool to pool, and all
of these are bounded by huge, spheri-
cal boulders,

Near the take out for the Middle a
dymmite crew was blasting the rver
bed £ obtain rocks for a harbor
breakwall in the city. They were mak-
ing quite a mess... the quarry was
ahout the size of a foothall field. Pepe,
an active and well-respected environ-
mentakist in Honduras, had called
upon the President of the country to
put & stop to it, but in spite of his
promises, the blasting contimied while
wie were there,

In fact, as were sitting in an eddy
getting ready to ran the next drop, the
dynamite crew set off a blast so close
to us that we could feel the concussion
through your sprayskirts. We are cer-
tain that they had seen us, and they ap-
parently had a good belly laugh at our
expense. Fortunately, no one was hurt
by the shower of rock mgmenis.

I supplied ancther kaugh for this
crew a few minutes kter when [ got
backendered in the next drop. 1
wound up being recirculated beside a
large boulder and it took me several
attempts to get into the correct posi-
than to rall.

run. Photo by Gina DaAngelis

Abowe: Steve Bamall lining up for the drop.
Phato by Gia DeAngels

Above: Steve Bamett “aka funhog” complacent &s usuai admist chaos. Pholo by Gia
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Below right: Budding kayaker (which one?). or I's hip Io be 8 kayaker or Gia DeAngelis (hands
on hips) recrulling & budding boaler (right). Photo by Gia DeAngelis

Honduran Highways

Besides paddling the Congrefal, we
spent one day paddling the Mame
river, located about two hours away,
Thie drive there proved to be most in-
teresting. First, we passed a number
of children holding up live iguanas for
sale. Known locally as “jungle chick-
ens”, these edible lizrds were neardy
as large as the kids.

Then we were stopped at an anmy
checkpoint, where they examined our
papers and luggage, They were armed
to the hilt. Every male citizen in Hon-
duras is supposed Lo spend two years
in the army. The induction process is
reporiedly simple; they pull over and
board busses then... “You, you and
you! Your in the army now!™
Fortunatly, we must not have looked
suitahle!

The Honduran ammy also providies
the police for the city. They patrol on
foot. When a soldier on police duty
wants io apprehend a tradfic violator,
bt commandesrs a tasd for the puarsuit,
Theere are guards with automatic Afles
oatsicde any establishment whsne
money changes hands, inclading hard-
wire slors and grocenes, Our hotel
had & guard with an AK-4T every night.

The Mame proved to be a bony

class 111 run that was running at a mini-
mial, but passable, level. With more wa-
ter s steep and technical drops would
no doubd be challenging.

We spent our last day in Honduras
on the Upper Congrejal by unanimous
consent, The water was lower and it
was intensely hot and hurmbd. By now
wir were all booking like what the Hon-
durans call “the Gringo Tree", This
tree, which may be mahogany, was
named for its red an peeling bark.

By the time we returned o the
states we all had a good case of the
“Giringo Skin®, not (o mention a fow
bug bites; but this seemed & small
price to pay for our midwinter tropical
paddling adventure. B
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BETTER RIVER ACCESS THROUGH THE
PUBLIC TRUST DOCTRINE

by Pope Barrow

“The potentialitiesof the public trust are
enormousand need only be awakened....”

Professor Rogersin Environmental L aw

Inmplex conceptsof navigabilityand
stream bed property ownershipto resolve
these disputes. Usng these conceptsis
like plungingthrough a dark, thick forest
of judicial opinion. Fortunately, thereisa
better, ssimpler, moredirect, and more
comprehensiblepath throughthislega
morass, and some progressiveStatesare
taking thispath. Thealternate path by-
passesgnarlyissuesof navigability and
stream bed ownership, returninginstead
totheancient concept of the publictrust.

Thepublictrust doctrinestatesthat
certain natural resources, suchasair, wa-
ter, and wildlife, areimbued with a public
trust and that the governmenthas atrust-
eeshipresponsibiity to protect and pre-
servethese resourcesfor public benefit.
Accordingto the doctrine, these resources
cannot be compl etely transferredto pri-
vatecontrol withoutavaid publicpur-

e

Usedf the publictrust doctrineto deal
with publicrightsdf water useisnot a nov-
ety. Higtoricaly, the doctrineisthe start-
ing point for Americanjudicid analysisof
publicversusprivaterightsinfreshwater
streams.

Thepublictrust doctrineisbuiltinto
thefabric of Americanlaw. It hasstrongly
influencedthedecisionsd both Federal
and State courtsin cases regarding rights
o publicpassageon lakes, rivers,and
streams. Infact, the modem public trust
doctrineisgeneraly considered to haveits
origininacaseinvolvingthe publicrights
to navigablewatersin Lake Michigan. [1]

Thedoctrinecan enhancepublicaccess |

bothinthe case of riversflowingthrough
publiclandsand in the case of riversflow-
ing through privatelands.

RIVERS FLOWING THROUGH
PUBLIC LANDS

Anumber of rivers(such as the
Y ellowstoneand Niagara Gorge) which
flow through publiclandsare closed,in
part or entirely, to recreational kayaking,
rafting, and canoeing. Others, such asthe
Coloradoin the Grand Canyon,or the

North Umpqua in Oregon, areregulatedin
wayswhich are unfair to one segment of

the boating public. In thecase of other riv-

erswhich flow through publiclands, such

i asthe Y oughioghenyin Pennsylvania, dis-

criminatory feesareimposed on private
boatersenteringtheriver.
Thereisalined publictrust cases

| which hold that the government, in admin-
| istering natural resourcesheld intrust for

the public, must avoid asubstantial im-
pairment of publicuses{2}, achieveafair
balanceamong competing uses, [3] and
not imposediscriminatory feeson one

| segment of thepublic.[4] If applied todis-

putesinvolving river accesson public
|ands, these opinionscould significantly
improvepublic recreational opportunities

RIVERS FLON NGTHROUGH
PRIVATE LANDS

Rightsof publicaccessto riverswhich
flow through privatelandsare controlled
in part by Federd law andin part by State
law. Thelaw of navigability hasfrequently
been seen by courtsasthekey to unlock
the answerto the question o what rights
are publicand which ar e privateon water:
waysflowing through privatelands. Ur+
fortunately, the key hasmoreoftent han

tent and confusingjudicia opinion, pro-
viding morequestionsthan answers.

Federal law determineswho ownsthe ||

bed of riversdeemed navigableunder the
Federal ruled navigability. Therightto
usethesurface of thosewatersfor naviga
tion isalso amatter of Federa law.

Statelaw determineswho ownsthe
bed of rivers NOT navigable under Fed-
eral law, and moreimportantly, what pub-
licrightsexist to usethoseriversfor boat-
ing, fishing, swimmingand similar recre-
ational purposes.

RIVERS NAVIGABLE UNDER
FEDERAL LAW

For riverswhich are navigable under
Federal law, most courtsbegin and end
the analysis in public passage caseswith

theissueof stream bed title. For theseriv-
ers, the stream bed isowned by the State,
not by the stream sidelandowner unless,
prior to Statehood, ownership of the
stream bed wastransferred into private

|| ownershipby the United States (or the

King of England inthe casedf landspart
d theoriginal 13colonies).
Stateownership of submergedstream
bedsin navigablewaterswasfirst de-
claredby the SupremeCourtin1842in
NArtinv Waddell (41 U.S. 234, 16 Pet. 367
(1842)). Chief Justice Roger Taney de-
claredthat "dominionand propertyin

| navigablewaters, andin thelands under

them, [were] held by the king as apublic
trust”. Accordingto JusticeTaney, this
publictrust wasaproperty right which
passed to the peopleadf each State "when
the Revolutiontook place”.

AlthoughMartinv. Waddell applied
only to Stateswhich werepart o theorigi-
nd 13 colonies (the13east coast States,
plus Tennessee, Kentucky, West Virginia,
and Vermont), the same principlewas ex-
tended throughthe"equal footing doc-
trine"todl Statessubsequently admitted
tothe union. [5] (State ownershipd the
stream bed of navigablewatersof d
Stateswasratified by Congressin the Sub-
merged LandsAct.) [6)

Thepublictrust doctrinewasat the
coreof the Mrti n v Waddell case. It also
strongly influencedspecificdecisionsre-
garding whether a particul ar stream bed
wasretainedin Stateownershipor trans-
ferred by deed to privateownership.

Under the publictrust doctrine,the
right of the publicto usea State-owned
stream bedisheldinapublictrust by the
Statefor the benefitof dl citizens. This
right cannot be eliminated or transferred
to private ownership, except to the extent
consistentwith the public purposesinher-
ent in thetrusteeship. Mindful of the pub-
lictrust responsibility, Congressrarely

not unlocked a Pandoraisbox of inconsis- | ranted privatetitieto these watersprior

i to Statehood and courtshavebeenreluc-

tant tointerpret ambiguouspre_Statehood
deedsastransferring stream bed lands out
of government ownership.[7]

Courts haveheld that where, under the
Federal title navigabilitytest, the stream

.bed isState-owned,the public right of rec-

reational navigationin thewatersabove
that stream bedissecure, subject only to
limitsestablished by the Federal or State
government{8]

Unfortunately,however, it isalways

| difficultto apply the Federal titlenaviga
| bilitytest. Thismakesit difficultfor any-

oneto know whether a particular stream
bedisState-owned or privately owned.
Ontheother hand, courts havefound a
widevariety o riversand streamsto be
navigableunder the Federal titlenavigabil-
ity test. Any river on which, initsnatural
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and ordinary condition,small craft could
transport peopleor goodsin commerceat
thetime of Statehoodisdeemed navigable
under that test. Evenif logswere (or could
have been) floated downstream at the
time of Statehood, courtsconsiderthe
river to be navigableunder Federal law.

RIVERS NOT NAVIGABLE
UNDER FEDERAL LAW

Thepublictrust doctrineisof even
greater importancein resolvingissuesof
publicversusprivaterightsin the case of
riversand streamswhich are not navi-
gableunder the Federdl title navigability
test.

Inthese cases, the streamsideland-
ownersgeneraly ownthe stream bed.[9]
Somecourts, likethe Colorado court in
Peoplev. Emmert, haveended their anay-
sisatth s point, stating that stream bed
owners havethe exclusiveright to control
watersflowing over thesurface.

Inth's areadf thelaw, however, gener-
alizationsare extremely dangerous.

For al non navigablerivers, stream bed
ownershipand the publicrightsto boat,
swim, fish or wade are determined under
Statelaw. Theresolution of disputescon-
cerningownership and publicrightsvaries
widely from Stateto State.

Intheorigina 13 colonies, property
wasgranted by the King of Englandto
variouslargelandowners. The King's grant
transferring titleto this property,in some
cases, retained stream bed ownership. If
S0, that ownership passedto the Stateas
the King's successor at thetime of the
revolution, and the Statemay till ownthe
river bed of astream even whentheriver
isnot navigableunder Federa law.

Agan, asinthe case d navigableriv-
ers, whenever the bed isowned by the
State, the public right to boat, fish, wade,
and swimisprotected by the publictrust
interest of the Statein those watersand
not subject torestrictionby streamside
landowners. It isnow relatively clear that
the public trust doctrine coverspublic out-
door recreation,aswell assuch traditional
uses of waterwaysascommercia naviga
tionand fishing.[10]

A moredifficult situationarisesin the
case of thosenon navigableriversin
which, under Statelaw, thestream bedis
clearly owned by the streamsideland-
owner.

Thi s isacritical issuefor whitewater
boaterswho seek out smaller, steeper
creekssincemany of thesemay not be
navigable under the Federal navigability
test. Inthe caseof east coast States, under
the original land grant the government
may not haveretained stream bed titleto
many of thesestreams. Theseare often
streamswhich offer outstanding recre-

ational opportunities, especiallyfor ex-
pertswhofavor steep and chdlenging
whitewater.
Asmentionedearlier,inafew States,
court decisionshave prohibited customary
recreational river useon riversflowing
through privatelands wherethe stream
bed isowned by the stream sideland-
owner.[11] In one unfortunatesituation,
Georgia, thelegidaturehas proclaimed
that stream sidelandownershavethe ex-

The Gambler is avery fast, compact kayak. Its asymmetrical
V Hull provider {peed, stability and control in tight

descents and waterfall jumping. An excellent choice for
women & smaller paddlers, steep creek experts, -
and beginnendf every grade.

clusive right to usethe watersof al non
navigablestreams[12]

In most States, however, applyingava
riety of statutes and legal doctrines,courts
havedevelopedabody o caselaw to sup-
port the publicright of passage on streams
which flow through privatelands. Some
States, like Wyoming, haverelied on State
congtitutional provisionsto assert a public
right of navigation on these streams.[13}
Some, like Maine, haverelied on State
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statutes.[14] Some haverelied onthe com-
mon law and an expansiveStatelaw con-
cept of apublic navigational easement.
[15]

In several States, Californiaand Wis-
consin particular, the publictrst doctrine
isdeeply entrenchedin constitutional pro-
visonsand case law. Inthese Statesand
others|186], the doctrinecould be much
more widely used to sustain rightsof pub-
licaccessto riversand streamsflowing
through privatelandsand over privately
owned stream beds.[17]

Under the public trust doctrine, private
ownershipd land does not extinguishthe
publictrust inassociated natural re-
sources, the air and water flowingover
and through that land and the wildlife
which movesabout in that water and land.
Thepublictrigt appliestoall natural re-
sources, wherever|ocated.[18]

Under thistheory, the publictrustin
thewatersof streamsflowingthrough pri-
vatelandsis, in effect, an encumbranceon
the property which authorizesa number of
public uses. A number of Californiacases
havefollowedthi s approach. [19] The Cdli-
forniacourts havedeclaredthat a public
trust easement or right—of—way existsin
riversand streams whichisincapable o
private ownership and which authorizes
the publicto makelimited use of those wa:
tersfor hunting, fishing, and boating. [20]

Courtsin Wisconsnhavealsofounda
direct relationship betweenthe public
trust doctrineand publicrightsof access
tosmall inland streams. The Wisconsin Su-
preme Court held that Four Mile Creek, a
stream navigable by logsand small boats,
wasopen to publicrecreational useasa
public highway;thi s right of accessisheld
intrust for thepublic by the Stateirrespec-
tive dof the private ownership of the stream
bed. [21]

Since the Wisconsin court in the Four
Mile Creek casefound a publicright of rec-
reational use whether or not the State or
the stream sidelandowner owned the river
bottom, it was unnecessaryfor the court to
delveinto the complex issuesdf navigabil-
ity and stream bed titl e described above.
[22]

ABASISFOR NBEWSTATE

LEGISLATION

In Stateswherethe publictrust doc-
trineconstitutesan existing limit onthe
exercised private property rights, the
doctrineprovidesa basisnot only for suc-
cessful litigationbut alsofor Statelegida
tion codifyingand clarifying publicrights
of accessto recreati onal waterways. Codi-
fying existing common law rightsof public
accessto resourcesalready impressed
wth a publiceasement would greatly
clarify publicversusprivaterightsinthese
streams. Any such legislationwould bein-

sulafed fromaconstitutional challenge
based onthe "“takings” claused the Con-
titutionsincethelegidationwould
inerely be clarifyingexistingpublic
irights.[23]

Thepublictrust doctrinehasthepo-
tential toimprovepublicaccessopportu-
inities both for riversflowingthrough pub-
liclandsand for riversflowing through
jprivatelands. In the privatelandscontext,
igreater use of the publictrust doctrine
ican circumvent the need to apply complex
iand difficult legal conceptsof navigability
and could|ead to greater clarity and con-
dstency inthe chaoticbody of caselaw
which now governsthe availability of pub-
licrightsof passage. It could aso be used
asthe basisfor legidation codifying rights
d publicpassageon smal streams.

Successful resolution of theseissuesin
the State courts, and persuadingStateleg-
idaturesto do theright thing, will not hap
pen overnight. In the meanwhile, caution
isin order. Giventhe confusion and diver-
sty of judicia opinion which now con-
trolsrightsdf publicpassage, recreationa
boaterson small streamsflowingthrough
privatelandswould be wiseto seek per-
mission, wherefeasible, fromstreamside
landownersandto avoid conflict and con-
frontation with thoselandownersas much
aspossible.

Since thelossof asingle trespasscase
onasingleriver can haverippleeffects
which reduce access opportunities
throughoutan entire Statefor decades
thereafter, recreational fishermen and
boatersshould avoid lawsuitsunlessthey
arefully prepared ahead of timewith a
wel-funded expert legd team and a strat-
egy towin. Thisapproachhasworked
well, for example,in Montana(Dearborn
and Beaverhead Rivers) [24] and iscur-
rently being pursued by the SierraClub
Legd Defense Fundin New Yok (Moose
River).

Onthe other hand, with thinner legal
and financial resources,andinamore
hostilejudicia environment, boaters have
lost critical lawsuitsin other States(e.g.
Armuche Creek in Georgia) [25]

For help or advicein solving your river
access problems, for information about
accessrightsin your State, or for freecop
iesof the American Whitewater Affiliation
river access paper, write Rich Bowers,
AWA, 1609 Northcrest Drive, Silver
Spring, MD 20904.
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Jim E Snyder-Squirt Magter: | thrillseek on steep creeks
because| know no better."

- Gordon Grant-NOC Kayak Instructor/writer: 'TheThrillseeker
livesup toitshilling, it made me a convert. The
Thrillseeker handlesaswdl as any boat I've paddied,

decked or not."

' CharlieWalbridge: AWA Safety Chairman: "It's a fun boat for all
skill levels- | haveto fight with al my friendsto useit.”

Jan Kellner-Well known German trick boater: 'Thefunnest play

boat I'veever paddied.”
Jeff Snyder-WhiteWater Wizard: "Instantf un, just add air

and water."
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