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There Has To Be A Reason Why In Just Two Years
Mohawk's XL Series of Whitewater Playboats
Has Become America's Most Popular.

Try One and Find Qut.

MOHAWK XL SERIES

More paddling, less swimming. MOHAWK'S Whitewater Ashorter playboat - really quick turns.. . stable.. . dry
Playboats are very stable and very dry. Our Playboats are easy XL12  funinlow water rapids.. . usein Grade 1L, lll, and IV
to paddle and quick to accelerate. The round bilges which Whitewater.

blend into flared sides, forward and aft, result in a canoe that

turns on a dime, is stable-surfing and easy to roll. The Our most popular playboat.. . the more you paddle
MOHAWK family of XL Playboats is the right choice for a XL13 it the better you like it.. . paddlers thru 250 pounds
veteran expert daring to challenge Grade V Whitewater, or a are paddling whitewater thru Grade V.. . really
novice learning to paddle Grade Il Whitewater! We invite your stable.. . very, very dry.. . easy handling.

comparisonwith any other such canoe. Paddle a MOHAWK XL,

look it over, then make your purchase decision. If you can't try A short combination tandem and solo playboat.. .

an XL, talk to someone who owns one or has paddled it. XL14 funin rapids, and easy to paddle between rapids.. .
more room.. . Whitewater thru Grade V.

The tandem playboat.. . Whitewater thru Grade V.
XL15 Stable, dry, and maneuverable.. . A whitewater
tripping canoe.. . good volume.. .

Length Beam Depth Beam4"WL Weight Price*

32" 15 29" 54# $675

32%"  15%" 29%" $675

. . ‘3" B2vz" 15%2." 30 $700

Durable Royalex hulls, Plastic decks, PVC gunnels with L 35 15%" 32 $725

aluminumreinforcement, Aluminum thwarts. Also available — . . : :
L . ! . A . A Add freight to price/subject to change
all wood trim including beautiful woodinlaiddecks, white ash 9 P : 9

gunwales with drain slots.

TWONEW WHITEWATER SOLO BOATS

1. FRANKIE HUBBARD'S'EDGE' NOW AVAILABLEIN ROYALEX

Length Beam Beam 4" WL Approx. Wt. Depth
14'4" 28" 26-314" 53# 15"

2. XL-11 THE LATEST BOAT IN THE ‘XL’ SERIES

Quick, responsive, dry. . . will handle paddlers thru 200 pounds

Length Beam Beam 4" WL Approx. Wi. Depth
11'4" 29" 28-5/8” 50# 15”
; XL12, XL13, XL15 also available a. Western Canoein
Mohawk Canoes " Box 115, AbBOISTord, B.C. Canecla V25 4N

7« 963N. Hwy. 427, LONGWOOD, FL 32750, (407) 834-3233 Phoné (604) 853.9320




american whitewater s

November/December 1991
Volume XXXVI, No. 6

28

Corsica Exotica

14

JOURNAL OF THE

Whitewater Heaven...Whitewater Hell
Steeped in the history of the old West, Colorado's San Juan basin features a variety of
whitewater runs. And like the frontier, rivers of the San Juan can be wild and wooly.

By RICHIE HUGHES, JULIE TROGDON, M/IKE TROGDONandBOB GEDEKOH

The island off of Italy is reknownedfor its hair whitewater--but there's also some reasonable
whitewater to be found amid the spectacular scenery.
ByLEEBELKNAP

Departments

Conservation

West Virginia rivers pass first hurdle with Forest Service
approval..FERC's bizarre definition of navigability...Gauley outfitters
pressure Forest Service...Trout fishermen snag Michigan Rivers
Bill...Protectionfor Little River pushed

American Whitewater Briefs
Raffle nets AWA big bucks...Gauley Festival proves huge
success...Annual WhitewaterFil Festivalscheduled...\WWhere does AWA
money go...Fiberglassboat repair made easy...Russell Fork season a
success despite minimal releases

Safety
Cold weather boating results in near miss.
By CHARLIE WALBRIDGE and DAVEREID

AWA Director's Election
Resumes of this year's slate of candidates

End Notes
Dear Santa--I've been a good girl, dammit, so here's what | want.
By CARLA GARRISON

Front cover: Charlie Pettigrove negotiates a drop on
Idaho's DeadwoodRiver.

Rear cover: Anunplannedsurf at the firstdrop of the
RussellFork's Triple Drop.
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WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST }

(SOMPLETE PADDLING SHOP

Located in the Heart of the
New & Gauley Rivers

FoRuM

Big Trouble
In River City

Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,
Patagonia, Stohlquist, Rapidstyle, s i . . .
Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps, Friendsville. The FriendliestLittle

Products from: Perception, Wilderness

Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE!

NORTH AMERICAN
RIVER RUNNERS, INC—{

On U.S.’Route 60, 7 Mlle_
East of US. 19 Intersection

1-800-950-2585

EXPEDICIONES

—_

by Olympian and whitewater rodeo
champion Chris Spelius. Bio Bio,
Futaleufu, and other Patagonia rvers
offer urtoestde rapids and scenery.
Improved base camps with hot Springs,
hat shonas geet food, massags,
camaraderie and unforgettable fun. Superb E

b
L B

support logistics (chartered flights © put-int) :i
maximize river time. An award wiring slide !
show & also available for dLios, dealers and | .

universiies to \ew the rivers of Patagonia up f
close and personal, just call

HIEXPEDICIONESCHILE
30 Earls Road, Bryson City, NC 28713
(704) 488-9082
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Townin Maryland.”

That's what the t-shirts that they
sellin the general store proclaim.

But latelyit just ain't so.

Yes sir, folks, once again we got
trouble in River City, the take out for the
Upper Yough. After severalyearsof peace-
ful coexistence, the river rats and the
townsfolk of Friendsville are at it again.

The mayor shouts at boaters on
the street, no parking signs are torn down,
calls are made to the state police, vehicles
are vandalized and there are threats of
violence. Lately, whenit comesto boaters, Maryland’s “Friendliest Little Town" has all the
charm of Beirut.

Whoistoblame? | wish | couldtellyouthatthe townspeople are at fault, thatthey
are nothing but a bunch of backwards, backwoods isolationistswho instinctively distrust
and want to harass outsiders. But that justisn't true. Most of them are genuinely nice
people.

I wish | could tell you that the boating community has done nothing to deserve
this recent epidemic of inhospitality. But, sadly, that ain't how it is.

Toasorrydegree, we boaters, influencedby circumstancesbeyond our control,
brought this on ourselves.

This summer's drought drove hordes of rain-starved whitewater enthusiasts
fromall over the eastinto this tiny Appalachiantown. They congregated like herds of wild
animals at the last water hole during a hard desert summer. The situation became
particularly intense on the Fridays and Mondays this September, when many boaters
paused in Friendsville to run the Upper Yough during their seasonal migration to the
Gauley. And, becausemany of these boaters were far from their home turf, they had little
appreciation of the local sensitivities.

The resulted in sensory overload for the citizens of Friendsville. Or rather, an
overload of insensitivity.

Too many cars parkedunder the bridge. Too much traffic. Too much noise. Too
many raucous young strangersloiteringon the streetcorners. Too many people sneaking
behind bushes to change their clothes or to pee. Too much for the decent folk of
Friendsville to bear.

I know that none of this sounds so terrible, atleast to those of us who deal with
urban Americaonadailybasis. Frankly,evenonthe busiestday the streets of Friendsville
hardly compare to D.C. Beltway. And, after all, if you catch a glimpse of someone's bare
behind a half mile away, you could just look the other way.

Considering that the river was only running one day a week for most of the
summer, one might argue that the locals could have been a little more tolerant.  But,

please turn to page 21
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P URPOSE

The American Whitewater Affiliation (AWA) is a national organization with a
membership of over 1300 whitewater boating enthusiasts and more than 50 local canoe
dub affiliates. The AWA was organizedin 1961 to protectand enhancethe recreational
enjoyment of whitewater sports in America.

EDUCATION: Through publication of a bi-monthly journal, the AWA provides
informationand education about whitewaterrivers, boating safety, technique,and equip-
ment.

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains a national inventory of whitewater rivers,
neagiftors potential threatsto whitewaterriver resourcesthroughits "River Watch"system,
publishes informationon river conservation, works with governmentagencies to protect
andpreservefree-flowingwhitewaterrivers, and providestechnicaladvicetolocalgroups
regardingriver management and river conservation. AWA also gives annual awards to
individuals to recognize exceptional contributions to river conservation and an annual
"hydromania"award to recognize the proposedhydroelectricpower project which woudl
be most destructive of whitewater.

EVENTS: AWA organizes sporting events, contests and festivals to raise funds
for river conservation. Since 1986, AWA has been the principal sponsor of the annual
Gauley River Festivalin Summersville, West Virginia, the largest gathering of whitewater
boatersin the nation, other than at internationalracing events.

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling safety, publishes reports on whitewater
a deis, andmaintainsbothauniformnationalrankingsystemfor whitewaterrivers (the
International Scale of Whitewater Difficulty) and the internationally recognized AWA
Safety Code.

ORGANIZATION AND PURPOSES: AWA was incorporated under Missouri
non-profitcorporationlawsin 1961 and maintains its principalmailing address at PO Box
85, Phoenicia, NY 12464. AWA has been granted tax exempt status by the Internal
Revenue Service under section 501(c){3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. The
charter includes the following purposes: encourage the exploration, enjoyment, and
preservation of American recreational waterways or man-powered craft; protect the
wildernesscharacterof waterwaysthrough conservationof water, forests, parks, wildlife,
and related resources; promote appreciation for the recreational value of wilderness

"Csme Visit our new outpost o thé:banks
o the Nantahala River, in Narth Carelina.
Test drive THE BEST an outgight-rhife
whitewater track. Youll enpy firding out
why a custom-buittand outfitted,
ready-to-paddle Whitesell Cance is still your
best bet for maximizing your abifity an all
dasses d whitewater.

Call (404) 325-5330for more info
andour free video.

cruisingand of white-water sports.

PROFESSIONAL STAFF: Exceptfor membership servicesand the Executive
Director position, all AWA operations, induding publication of the bi-monthly magazine,
are handled by volunteers.
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“QUALITY WHITE WATER PRODUCTS”

Anerican

B welding 6 mfg.

Aluminum rowing frames, camp
kitchens, dry boxes and tables.

Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and
FishRite aluminum boats & sleds.

(503) 773.5582
1385 Justice Road
Central Point, OR 97502

Call or Write for our

Free River Equipment Catalog

WHITEWATER

EQUIPFHMENT CATALOG
_—

foeE!

CASCADE OUTFITTERS

i M Qusty Rive Emp 1

PO Box 209 ® Springfield, OR 97477
503 (747-2272)

Toll-Free Order Line 1-800-223-7238

Featuring quality products from

Perception, Aquaterra, Extrasport,
Voyageurs, Pacific Water Sports, Blue
Puma, Body Glove, Werner and more

Write for our FREE Catalog of River Gear

Deolers: Ask about our Rescue Bags,
Sprayskirts, and Pogies.

WILDWATER DESIGNS
230 PENLLYNPIKE, PENLLYN. PA 19422
215-646-5034

A changing spori

Dear Editor,

My original intent was to write a
letter of rebuttalto George Siposs' letter in
your May/June '91 issue which was titled
"No More Hair". The more | read the article
though, the more | can see his dismay and
concern. Instead of a rebuttal, here's an
attempt at an explanation. (After three
months of thought.)

George, you were with the AWA
and Eastern National Champ in the early
‘60’s I'm sure you know a lot about the
sport--asit was in that era. The sportitself
hasn't changed so much; people are still
having fun in their preferred style (racing,
recreation, etc.) although the playgrounds
and risks have become more diverse. The
playgrounds of today's extreme boaters
have a fewmore bullieslurking around--so
one better be damned sure he can run
faster than them before he ventures onto
their turf. The AWA us still aimed at the
recreational aspect, as stated in the char-

r. "...promote appreciation for the recre-
ational value of wilderness cruising and of
whitewater sports.” But nowhere in this
magazine do | see any qualifiers on the
term “whitewater sports.” Swim it, boogie
board it, race it, or tumble down the moun-
tainsonit. Recreational sports seemsto be
the key word--having fun. | can honestly
say that when I'm paddling hard stuff, I'm
havingincredible fun. If l weren't, lwouldn't
do it. It would be only a macho thing. It
would only be scratching the surface of a
very deep sport.

Is the fun only in going "to greater
and greater heights, literally, to pump
adrenaline into our veins?" Naw--the buzz
can be great fun, but that's not all. Bungee
jumpingwould suffice if that were the case.
The physical motion of launching through
the air, of hittingan impossibly small eddy,
sticking a move you've run through your
headahundredtimes feels really good. Ah,
but the funand challengeisn't limited tothe
physical side. The mental acuity, the pure
thoughtless concentration you're able to
achieve when running the extreme allows
you to pack a whole lot of life in a short
chunkof time. Speaking of bothmentaland
physical skills, my honemaster bud Eric
Nies says, "It's like being the mad scientist
and the white rat at the same time."

Yes, it does require skill, George.
Your statement regarding waterfall jump-
ers "this is not technique, freefall does not

require paddle braces"is completely ludi-
crous. Wake up and smell the coffee
(polypro). The "safe and sane" stunts you
used to do are no different from today's
stunts--the people doing them would cer-
tainly consider them "sane." As for safety,
they've never been "safe". It's the calcu-
lated riskthing. Any good boateris going to
have a pretty good idea of the outcome of
the rapid before he runs it. | don't think
anyone wants to roll dice out there more
than they have to. The house usually wins
if you rely on luck...

Luck. This is where the problem
lies. Forgive me, but the river Gods aren't
fair. You see, if a climber's skill isn't com-
mensuratewiththeclimb, hefalls. But even
if @ boater is a complete hack he can still
bumble down most anything if he's lucky.
Conversely,ahomeboy ninjamighthave a
lapse of concentration and pay heavily. Go
figure. What to do? Well, we can stack the
deck in our favor by honing skill, covering
our butts with ample safety and portaging
when our heads aren't right. Hopefully, by
thenthe risk is one we're happy to accept
for thelove of the sport, and not one born of
ignorance and rammed down our throats.

Thanks for listening,
Tom DeCuir
Wesser, NC

No hair? No way!

Dear Editor,

Hair today, done tomorrow. NO
WAVY!l! That's all we need is another pond
paddling magazine. Keep printing those
hair boat'n articles. Thisis my responseto
a letter entitled "No more hair" that ap-
peared in the May/June issue.

I'll never consider myself to be a
hair boater, but | sure enjoy reading those
articles. And do you think that just because
| read these articles, I'm going to grab my
boatandrunouttodomysterymovesat the
bottom of Niagara Falls? Naaah, I don't
think so.

| think the AWA, ACA and other
whitewater organizations do an excellent
job of educatingandinformingthe paddling
community on safety and the dangers of
river running. All we can hope for is that
each individual paddler can judge his own
skills, abilities, and limits properly.

Hair boating has been around a
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long time. | would guess those paddlers
who first paddled the Colorado, Gauley or
Upper Yok could be considered hair boat-
ers. These paddlers have years of experi-
ence and are well seasoned. They know
the dangers and risks involvedand accept |—
them. Therewill always be boaterspushing
the limits. It's like that in any sport. Not to
glorify them or anything, but the sport
wouldn't be what it is today if someone
hadn't kept pushing to domore challenging
rivers. Heck, we'd stillbe paddling seal skin

~o— NORSE panoecoveny

e performance you demand

e durability you want

¢ value that makes $ sense

Call or write for information & ouftfitters in your area:
RD 1, Spring Mills, PA 16875 814-422-8844

WHITEWATER
CANOE& KAYAK PADDLES

with proven

kaynks. The spodl has coma a long ways

* ‘over the years. A lot of safe and durable
equipmenthasbeendeveloped. Andwe've |
learned a lot about safetyand rescue tech-——¢
niques.

I agree with Mr. Siposs, hair boat-___I

ingis notfor everyone. Butthatisnoreason
to censor it from the AWA Journal. As fo
myself, if every kayak trip was a quiet and
safe enjoyment of our waterways, and
didn't have just a little adrenalin pumping |
through those veins, well, | guess I'd take | |
up anew sport.

Sincerely,
Donald Gens
Zoar Valley Paddling Club

The Prijon line of kayaks are blowmolded
from HTP-the finestHigh Malecular Weight
Polyethylene. Its stiffness and durability lo-
gether with our true Keyhole cockpits and
collision plate footbraces set a

standard for safetv .
and comfort.  --s ﬁ‘

-

™ =" safety and performance {or e8eryone

8 5 1H1
Predictable and responsive,
the T-Canyon offers optimum

from steep creek boaters to beginners.
A joy to paddle on any adventure.

_oii,

| Call 'em Canyaks

Dear Editor,

Is a new rating system for canoes
needed?Theysayopenboatshaverunthe
Gauley River, New River Gorge, and even

the Colorado thru the Grand Canyon. I've |
seen films of "open boats" filled with air-
bags and other types of floatation running
these rivers, but not a frue open boat.

Should these so called "open
boats" fallunder a new classification such
as C1-AB (AB=air bag), C1-F (F=foam or
other types of floatation)? The only thing
they lack is a double-blade paddle and a
solid deck over their floatation. Maybe they
should be classified as "canyaks".

Bob Beck
Louisville, KY

Editor'snote: Sinceldon'tpaddle anopen
canoe (and since lam sound of mind--nor
wouldl wantt), Idon't feellcan speak for

thelegionofopenboaterslthinkwouldtake 1

exceptionto your views, Bob. However, I'd |

Invader

Thie HOT playbeat lor the mew
decade is available in either light
grextreme configurations. Unmatched
fo'surfing, yet very comfortable on the

aidge. Samplythe besd playbaal there is

Topolino-Duo

Te worids lirs whilewater K2
oat. It surfs and rolls like a single.
Gread lon expert teams, Couples and guiding
You can fallinlove with a Topo-Duo.

For information on these boats and the rest
of the Prijon line, call or write: (303) 444-2336

— Wildwasser Sport USA, Inc. P.O. Box 4617, Boulder, CO 80306




Richard Fox, Eight ime World Champion in E-1 Slalom
and Designer of the Perception Reflex. ™




S ingle minded. Dedicated
to the task at hand. Driven
by a passion for excellence
that compels men and
companies to strive for
optimum performance.

At Perception/Aquaterra,
we have long recognized that

effort. From the outset,
quality, performance and
innovation shaped the design
and construction of our white-
water and touring kayaks.
Today, that dedication defines
our role as the world's leader
in kayaking.

Pride in craftmanship
blended with patented, lead-
ing edge technology and a
nationwide network of
paddlesport dealers make
Perception/Aquaterra the
paddler’s choice... for the
experienced paddler, press-
ing the limits of personal
performance... for the cagual
paddler, glhiding leisurely
along water trails, taking in
the scenic beauty of the
outdoors... and for the
novice, working to master
basic paddling skills.

Call Perception, Inc. today
for the name and number of
the Perception/Aquaterra
dealer nearest you... people
F O CUSED on helping you
get the most enjoyment from
your paddlesports adventure.

—

1-B03-859-T518
FAX (803) 855-5995

Perception, Inc
1110 Powdersville Road
Easley, SC 29640

like to point out thatkayaks, deckedcanoes
and open canoes all possess their own
particularperformancecharacteristics--re-
gardless whether they're outfitted with
floatation. Those individualcharacteristics
are what distinguishes an open boat. Just
asastateofmindlessnessdistinguishesan
openboater.

Who's complete?

Hello AWA magazine dudes and dudettes!

Justanotetoletyou allknow that
your semi-professionalor "amateur"maga-
zineis what | would consider to be the only
and real mag for complete whitewater en-
thusiasts. | live for each new issue. Y’ali do
agreat job. Thanksfor putting out a quality
piece of reading material for obsessed
kayakers like myself. Since | can't paddle
the levell wish | could, I love to read about
the people who can.

Keep up the good work!

Thanks
HeidiErland

P.S. Ifully support Carlaand Gary's efforts
to make people laugh. I want to know who

- the father of thefirstboating super babyis?

(Editor's note: Heidi, youmisinterpretour
intentions. As the Journalof the AWA we
obviously are attempting to serve a con-
stituencyofincomplete whitewater enthusi-
asts.)

Dear AWA Editor,

As a paddler, a physician and a
recent survivor of shoulder surgery follow-
ing multiple dislocations, | would like to
comment on Stanley Burbank's safety ar-
tide inthe Sep/Oct AWA. Anyone who has
tried to splint a dislocated shoulder on the
river, knows that it is next to impossible to
findany positionof comfortandthatitleaves
the victim unable to assist in his/her own
evacuation. It is firmly the position of the
Wilderness Medical Society (a group of
outdoororientedhealth professionals,many
of whom are paddlers and skiers), that with
proper training (a 1-2 hour session), most

LETTERS

individuals can and should attempt reduc-
tion (relocation) in the field. The National
Ski Patrol may feel differently as they can
usually sled someone down the slope to
immediate attention.

Inmy own experience,immediate

._reductionismucheasierto accomplishand

it eliminates much of the residual discom-
fort. It does not eliminate the need to see a
doctor after evacuationto make sure there
are no associated injuries and to plan out
an appropriate rehabilitationprogram. Al-
though most of my dislocations happened
on the river (while foolishly highbracing or
otherwise not paying attention to my shoul-
der), my last one occurred in the emer-
gency room while | was at work. Despite
already being at the hospital and being a
physicianthere, it took over 30 minutes (X-
rays, etc.) beforeit wasfinallybackin place.
Imagine whatit wouldbe like for a wet, tired
paddler who just had to sitin the back of a
pick-up over a bumpy mountain road. The
only painl've experienced worse than that
night in the emergency room was the first
few days after surgery. And I've taken my
share of beatings on the river.

There are many excellent meth-
ods for reduction, including the ones men-
tioned by Burbank. One particularly good
way employsusing your footin the armhole
of the PFD on the affected side as a way of
achieving countertraction, and then gently
pulling back on the forearm bent at the
elbow using cravats for leverage. | don't
think anyone should try this unless you've
hadadryrunduringasafety clinic. Asfar as
using a weight, it's a very good way, but
once you are concerned about circulation
(decreased pulse or colorinthe hand), you
need a quicker method.

This debate willprobablyrage on,
butinmy experience (personaland profes-
sional), there is much less risk of causing
damage relative to the benefit of early re-
duction. In many cases, the paddler can
either walk out or sit upright in a raft, thus
avoiding danger to the entire party in trying
to carry someone out who is almost sense-
lessfrompain. | would definitelynotwant to
be splinted, fall outinarapid, andhavetotry
self-rescue with one arm.

| agree that the best first aid is
avoidance, therefore, whenyou see me on
therivernext spring, I'll definitelybe the low
brace queen.

Sincerely,
LauraHelfman
Glen Cove, NY



West Virginia Rivers Coalition

Fights Dams in Cheat Watershed

been enjoying a marvelous

whitewater adventure on

the gorgeous Laurel Fork of
the Cheat. Suddenly, the pristine,
laurel-choked forest gives way to
scrub and mud flats. Yau turn a
bend and you are confronted with
a monstrous earthen dam, over
twofootball fieldswideand ashigh
asal2-story building! (Thedamis
kept without a reservoir most d the
timeto beabletoabsorbflood water.)
Fences and buoys block your path
and you facea bone-crunching half
mile portage up the mud flats and
over the crest o the dam.

Dam advocates want to build
five o these boondogglesin the
upper Cheat watershed. They
would justify this proposal by in-
vokingthefear engendered by the
Great Flood of 1985. Only one
catch: the dams would protect
downstream communities only
from a 100-year flood. The Great
Hood was much larger than that.

The Wet Virginia Rivers
Coaoalition thinks there are better
ways to handle floods, like early
warning systems, limits on con-
struction in the flood plain

I t's the year 2004. You have

ar- WVRC. wen

ticipation in the Federal flood in-
surance program, and perhaps
leveesin the towns.

Founded by the AWAiin 1989, the
West VirginiaRiversCoalitionhas
aconcretegoal: toguaranteethe
futureaof thirteen Weg Virginia
"crown jewel" riversin the
M onongahda National Forest
(seenext page). Includedonour list
are whitewater classics like the
Smoke Hole Canyon, Blackwater,
ShaversFork, Laurel Fork, andthe
Cranberry. We are now conducting
anintensegrass rootspolitical cam-
paignin Wes Virginiafor designa-
tion d these rivers under the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act. Designation
would mean:

® no damsor hydropower projects.
® improved water quality.

® better management d mining
and timbering.

® enhancement o river accessand
river recreation.

Our campaign is gaining
momentum, but it is expensive. If
you have not already joined
r help!

Mapd Cheat Basin
from state-sponsored
dam study.

'Pm##mcesﬂm?ﬁm%mfm! |

’rYés, Count mee i n with over 240 AWA memberswho havealready joined WVRC! Enclosedismy tax-deductible
. Donorsd $20 or more becomeWVRC members ($10for West Virginiaresidents).

contributiond $

N

Nare

Address Home Phone
Address Wak Phone
City State Zip_____

Makeyour check payabl eto"AWA/West Virginia Rivers Coaiition™ and send to VWWRC, Box 606, Buckhannon, WV 26201

Please let me know how else | can help!
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Open canoeist on Smoke Hole run of the Potomac--one of the 12 rivers foundeligible for Wildand Scenic status.

12WV rivers'eligible' for Wild and Scenic

Areport issued by
Monongahela National Forest
has concluded that 260.5 river
miles on 12 West Virginia
rivers are "eligible"for
designation as federal Wild
and Scenicrivers. Afinding of
eligibilityis the first step in the
designation process. Included
on the list are whitewater
gems like the Smoke Hole
Canyon of the South Branch
Potomac, Laurel Fork,
Blackwater, and Williams.
Among other advantages,
designation would forever
preventflood control dams
and other boondoggles
affectingthese streams.

The conclusionsare
a smashing victory for
paddlers and for the West
VirginiaRivers Coalition
(WVRC), a group foundedin
1989 by the American
Whitewater Affiliation. For
almosttwo years, WVRC has
been advocating permanent

7~ prpotectionfor 269.6 river

| miles on these same dozen
rivers, and the Forest Service
agreed with WVRC's views on
260.5river miles. The only
segment advocated by WVRC
which the Forest Service did
notfind eligible was the 9.1
mile segment of the Laurel
Fork upstream (south) of U.S.
Route 33. Yet, the report
expressesthe view that this
segment could be reconsid-
ered for Wild and Scenicif the
rest of the segmentson the
Laurel Fork are recommended
for Wild and Scenic.
"WVRC'srecommen-
dations are just a hair short of
being totally approved by the
Forest Servicse," said
Executive Director Roger
Harrison. "We look forwardto
working with the Forest
Service on the next phase of
studies--the suitability phase.”
A finding of eligibility

is the first major step in the

| designation of a river as Wild

and Scenic; the next step is
the suitability phase, which
amounts to an impact
statement of the pros and
cons of protecting eachriver
under the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act. The final suitability
reportis dorwardedto the
Department of Agriculture and
eventually to the President,
who will decide whether to
recommend any Wild and
Scenic designationsto the
Congress.

In practical terms,
Congressrarely waits for the
whole process to be com-
pleted before acting. "We
hope to have a billin Con-
gress sometime next year,"
said WVRC Chairman Mac
Thornton. "WVRCis advocat-
ing Wild and Scenic designa-
tion to preventdams and
hydropower projects, improve
water quality, and provide
permenantmanagement

directionto the Forest Service
to maintain natural values on
the designated rivers and
about 90,000 acres of
riversideland."

WVRC is inneed of
financial support of any
amount, although a contribu-
tion of $20 or more makes one
amember. Make the tax
deductible check out to "AWA/
WVRC" and send to WVRC,
Box 606, Buckhannon, WV
26201.

Riversfound eligible
by the Forest Service include:
1. So. Br. Potomac, 22.5 mi.
2. N. Fork S. Branch

Potomac, 32 mi.
3. SenecaCreek, 13.0 mi.
4. Shavers Fork, 77.8 mi.
5. Glady Fork, 31.6 mi.
6. Laurel Fork, 29.1 mi.
7. Dry Fork, 13.7 mi.
8. Otter Creek, 11.0 mi.
9. Red Creek, 8.7 mi.
10. Blackwater, 8.7 mi.
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Inside the beltway

Conservation News from the capitol

by DEEP THROAT

Aneight-lane
interstate highway (known as
the"beltway")encircles
Washington, D.C. (stands for
darkness and confusion) like
an impenetrablemoat
isolating the capitol from the
outside world. Inside this

terrifyinginferno, while the rest

of the nation looks on in
horror, the ponderous wheels
of governmentslowly grind
away. The worldinside the
beltway is a cacophonous
Tower of Babel--inhabitedby
politicians, bureaucrats, TV
newscasters, lobbyists,
lawyers, governmentcontrac-
tors, drug addicts and special
interestgroups.

Undeterred by this
horrific scene, and ever alert
to anything and everything
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affecting whitewater, AWA beltway.
wolunteers keep a close watch
on events of interest to FERC REDEFINES
whitewaterboaters. NAVIGABILITY

The following is part
of a continuing series of
reports frominside the

In a decision so
amazing that even seasoned

veterans of government
double speak were shocked,
the Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission (aconsum-
mate inside-the-beltway
agency) has pronounced the
Upper Yough in Maryland to
be non-navigable. Is the
Mississippi next?

The fact that
thousands of people navigate
the river every year in kayaks,
canoes, rafts, duckies, and
even on surfboards, made no
impression on the agency.

This outlandish
decision is insane, but
important. It meansthat the
Federal government will no
longer require the Pennsylva-
nia Electric Powerplant on
Deep Creek to have a Federal
license. Under recent amend-
ments to Federal law, Feder-
ally licensed powerplants are

"~ Slalom
Wildwater

Sea Touring
Squirt Paddles

Siver Creek

Silvermine Rd Box 5, Bryson City, NC 28713 [704] 488-9542

Durable
Handcrafted

Well Balanced
High Performance
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$24.50-539.50

$8.35-$22.50

Call for aFREE
1991 Water sportsCatalog

1-800-635-5202

PO Box 9186-1602 Moscow, ID 83843
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575.00-589.95
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requiredto give recreation
equal considerationwhen
those licenses are renewed
every 40 years. Boaters are
now uncertain as to whether
Penn Elec will continue to
cooperate by providing
telephone notice of flows on
the Upper Yough and by
sometimesmaking flows
available for boating events
(such as the Upper Yough
race).

FERC found the
Upper Yough to be non-
navigable in the face of
overwhelming evidence that
the river has been used as a
transportationroute in
historicaltimes by Indians,
early settlers. loggers, and
others. However, since there
was no direct evidence that
these early users crossed
from Maryland north into what
is now Pennsylvania, FERC
ruled that the river did not
meet the strict test of beinga
water highway used in

interstate commerce.

Recreational usage
in moderntimes is another
matter. Since recreational
canoesandraftshavegone
from Marylandinto Pennsylva-
nia, the interstate logic would
suggest that the river is
presently navigable for
commercialrecreational
purposes.

Not so, said FERC in
September of this year.

Rather thanfloating
downriver with one of the
many raft companiesthat run
commercial trips on the Upper
Yough every week, FERC
relied on expert judgment from
whitewater guidebooks
purchased at a bookstore
inside the beltway. These
suggested that the river could
not be safely navigated by an
average recreational canoeist
(i.e. complete geeks who
could not paddle across a
bathtub). The result: FERC
found that the river was just

too rough to be called
navigable.

One guidebook, Ed
Gertler's "Maryland and
Delaware Canoe Trails"was
quoted approvingly by the
agency as evidence that the
"unrelentingboulder piles,
ledges, blocked views,
unobvious passages, menac-
ing undercuts, and technical
difficulties” rendered the river
impossible to commercially
navigate. (Note to Ed Gertler:
Thanks a lot, Ed! Your
hyperbole may sell guide-
books, but now FERC is
relying on your purple prose to
defame perfectly normal
rivers.)

Ed Gertler may think
it is too tough to navigate, but
one 7-year old reported to
AWA that his raft trip was "an
excellenttrip". He declared
both Ed Gertler and FERC to
be "bogus dudes".

CONSERVE

TROUTUNLIMITEDFIGHTS
MICHIGANRIVERSBILL

The bill to designate
14riversin Michiganas
national Wild and Scenic
rivers has hit some tough
sledding. It passed the House
of Representativeseatrlier this
year, but now Trout Unlimited
has voiced its opposition to
the bill. Trout Unlimitedwants
the bill to specifically allow
fishery restorationactivities to
be carried out in the newly
designated rivers. Wild and
Scenicriver purists balked at
the idea, and a stalemate
ensued.

One side is deter-
mined to preservethe
"integrity" of the wild and
scenicrivers system as a
museum of perfectriver
specimens. The other side
(fishery interests) wants an
assurance that fish can stay
alive in the rivers even if some
human interventionis needed.
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Unless a compromise can be
reached, the bill may die.

The Michiganrivers
billis importantto whitewater
boaters because it includes
several whitewater segments:
the Black (14 miles), the Paint
(51 miles), the Pine (25 miles),
the Presquelsle (57 miles),
the Sturgeon (43.9 miles), and
the Brule (33 miles).

LITTLERIVER BILL
INTRODUCED

Legislation proposed
by Congressman Tom Beuvill
of Alabama to make the Little
River Canyon in northern
Alabama a National Preserve
has finally been introduced.
Whitewater boaters are
hopeful that hearings can be
held before Congress winds
up its work for 1991 and that
the bill will be passed early
nextyear.

The area affected
includes one of the most
outstandingwhitewater river

segmentsin the entire
southeast, not to mention
magnificent canyon scenery.

The proposed
legislationwould permanently
protectLittle River Canyon
from hydroelectricpower
developments. (Alabama
Power developed plans for a
huge earthen damin the
canyonmany years ago). It
would also authorize the
transfer of thousands of acres
of Alabama Power Company
propertyto the National Park
Service, and possibly also
some lands in the Desoto
State Park, as well as a
wildlife managementareanow
controlledby the State of
Alabama.

Under Congressman
Bevill’s bill no private property-
-other than the Alabama
Power Company lands--would
be purchased by the National
Park Service. Nevertheless, a
small group of fanatics
continue to fight the proposal.
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CHOOSING A WHITEWATER KAYAK?

Some still get VANHA designs just because he invented the
creek boat. Others appreciate the cross-over excellence of his

designs ...

runaway favorite of European rodeo winners.

popular at instructional schools worldwide and a

For you Ben

Franklin took the guesswork out with his ‘for' & 'against' list ...

Why VANHA? Why Not?
UNIQUEACCELERATORS delver more power per stroke. Limited

Imit
PRECISON CONTROL elimineiies et sy locee feeing, |
SMOOTH & SMART hul has an expanded "sweetspot”. Avalilability
Why NOW? Reasons Not To
LIMITED EDITION, for those independently minded. Cant
DARNG CONCEPT - leave timid boats behind. Think

LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY - Bond wih your new boat |t

or retum within 30

.ﬁ.'i,

contact. NOAH INTERNATIONAL
Rt. 4, Box 4638, Blairsville, GA 30512

for the better shops.

404/745-8899

by FAX. Opponents of the
river protection idea obtained
the fax numbers of key
members of Congress and
jammed Congressional fax
machineswith bizarre
diatribesblasting Congress-
man Beuvillfor his river
protectionefforts.

Despite the furious
opposition, the bill is expected
to move ahead when cooler
heads come to the fore.

GAULEYOUTFITTERS
PRESSUREPARK SERVICE

The National Park
Service, already in a tight spot
at the Gauley River National
Recreation Area, has come
under increasing pressure
from commercialrafting
outfitters. This time the
problemis those pesky private
boaters who keep coming to
the river in ever larger
numbers during the fall draw
down season.

It seems that private
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boaters areinterfering with
business of usual on the
Gauley and trampling on
private property rights.
Outfitters wonder, "why won't
these durn redneck kayakers
just go find their own river
where they won't getinthe
way of our trucks, busses, and
rafts?"

In a letter to the
National Park Service (which
was leaked to AWA by
sourcesinside the beltway),
one of the largest outfitters on
the Gauley demanded that the
Park Service "develop"the
Woods Ferry road on river
right as an exclusive private
boater take-out and put-in.
The ideaiis to get private
boaters off the Panther Creek
trail. Development of this
existing road to accommodate
a large amount of traffic would
require blasting away a rocky
arearight next to the river.

Outfitters have built
two private roads down to the
river in the Sweets Falls area

I__ . Presents
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for $19.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:
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several miles upstream of
WoodsFerry to make it easy
for their customersto gain
access to the river. These
roads are located at spots
which are ideal take-outs for
an Upper Gauley trip. Cur-
rently both roads are blocked
to private boater traffic. So
private boaters have been
carryingtheir boats up the
incredibly steep Panther
Creek trailwhich follows
Mason Branch up the diffs
below Sweets Falls. This is
private property (ownedby
oultfitters, of course) and
boaters park at the top along a
narrow road. Oultfitter trucks
and buses are inconve-
nienced because they have to
slow down to get by.

An astute business
decision was made by several
large oultfitters just before the
Gauley was included in the
national park system. They
quietly bought as much of the
lands in the river corridor as
they could--which was most of
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the corridor and immediately
adjacent lands. They were
especiallyadept at acquiring
areas which could be used for
access to the river for Upper
and Lower Gauley trips. In the
blink of an eye, bulldozers
were sent in to build roads in
to the river through the newly
acquiredareas. Thenthis
year, an outdoor restaurant
was constructed atop Sweets
Falls. Nextyear will there be a
Burger King going up? Who
knows?

From a purely
business point of view, all of
this was smart... and profitable.
One wonders, however, if
maximum profiteering will wind
up as the bottom line so far as
the Gauley is concerned.
Congressional hearings are
expected to be held soon on
allissues related to national
park concessions and
businessessince excessive
profiteeringis also viewed as
a problemin Yosemite
National Park and Jackson

1 Hole, among others.

The Gauley is now
the only completely privately-
owned park in the nation. With
most of the lands owned by
businessinterests, the Park
Service has anincredibly
difficult job trying to manage
the area as a publicresource.
At the presenttime, the park
service does not even have
accessto an Upper Gauley
take-out or alower Gauley
put-infor Park Service
personnel without begging
outfitters for temporary mercy.

UTILITYBUILDS
TRAINING SITE

It's several miles
outside the beltway, but word
percolatedin from the
Maryland suburbs. It's now
official. In an unusual example
of cooperation betweenan
electricutility and whitewater
boaters, the Potomac Edison
Power Company in Maryland

has committed $25,000 to

Paddle with the best.

Inthismodernday age of high
technology, synthetic paddles
havebeen evolving rapidly.

We have stayed ontheleading
edge, continually testing,
upgrading our products, while
miraculously maintaining an
affordable price. Our paddles are
guitelight and durable. Both
qualities are attainable whenyou
consider thelr construction.

Call or write for our catalog.

....... e

7 help construct a $50,000

whitewater training site for the
U.S. whitewater racing team.

The site would be
locatedin the warm-water
discharge canal at the
company's plant in Dickerson,
Maryland. It will be operational
by Thanksgiving and will
provide the only year-round
training site in the United
States which is similar to the
course athletes will be racing
onin Barcelonain next year's
Olympic competition.

The course us
reported to be slightly shorter
than the Barcelonaraceway
(900 feet long as opposed to
1200 feet long) and less steep
(16 foot drop as opposed to
24), but will have more volume
(650 cfs versus 350 cfs).

The projectis the
brainchildof two D.C. area
racers, John Anderson and
Scott Wilkinson, who built a
scale model of the course with
PEPCO'’s help. The model
was tested in September.
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AWA River Projects
ACCESS, consarvation

dominate funding

Throughout the course of any==chipping activities which threaten

given year, AWA expends thousands of
dollars and man hours in the course of
furthering the goals of its Whitewater De-
fense Project. Much of thistime and money
mustroutinely go for the general conserva-
tion expensesof its Directorsand Regional
Coordinators-- phone calls, postage, legal
and technical assistance, travel to meet-
ings, conferences and hearings, and the
like. Unfortunately, you never get a dollar-
for-dollar or hour-for-hour breakdown on
how this benefits your favoriterivers.

But on October 14, 1991 mem-
bers of the AWA Conservation Committee
triedallittle somethingnew. They sat down
for a day-long meetingin New York City to
evaluate a number of highly specific fund-
ing proposalsinvitedfrom our Directorsand
Regional Coordinators. During the course
of this sessionalmost $18,000 was commit-
ted to fund these various proposals.

So, inresponseto the ever-popu-
lar question -- Where does all the money
go?-- here's abreakdownon current AWA
conservation funding commitments and
what's going on in your backyard:

Deerfield River (Massachusetts)

AWA Project Sponsors: Bill Hildreth
and Tom Christopher

AWA Contribution: $1,500and probono
legalrepresentation

Project Description:  Attempt by New
England F.L.OW. and AWA to obtain a
regular, frequentrecreationalrelease sched-
ule on all boatable sections of the Deerfield
River through intervention in the FERC
relicensing process and negotiations with
New England Power Co.

North Chickamauga Creek (Tennessee)
AWA Project Sponsor: Ron Stewart
AWA Contribution: $100

Project Description: AWA joins other or-
ganizational sponsors participating in a
clean-up effort as a kick-off for the North
Chick Preservation Program.

Tennessee Valley Rivers

AWA Project Sponsor: Ron Stewart
AWA Contribution: $300

Project Description: Effort to bar wood

the healthof whitewaterriversand
steep creeks within the Tennes-
see Valleyregion. Fundsdonated
by AWA and other organizations §
willbe usedto defraylegal costsof
briefs currently being filed on be-
half of all interested parties.

Little, Locust Fork and Cohaba
Rivers (Alabama)

AWA Project Sponsor:
Burst

AWA Contribution: $450
Project Description: Purchase
of second-hand raft to facilitate
regular clean-uag efforts of the Bir-

Ken

-----------

Rodeo proceeds maintain Ocoeeaccesspoints.

mingham Canoe Club onareariv-
€rS- Ne raft will also be used for educa-
tional purposes to introduce local politi-
cians and dignitaries to the value of
whitewater rivers within their domain.

Lower SaludaRiver (South Carolina)
AWA Project Sponsor: LauraParker
AWA Contribution: $400

Project Description: | mprovement of
publiclandsaccessto Lower SaludaRiver.
The Palmetto Paddlers Club will perform
the work necessary to rebuild this heavily
eroded put-in in an effort to foster better
relations among boaters, other river users
and local citizens.

Arkansas River (Colorado)

AWA Project Sponsor: Ric Alesch
AWA Contribution: $500

Project Description: Promulgation of
lawsuits and related activities being con-
ducted by the Colorado White Water Asso-
ciation to obtain continued boater access
to "The Numbers"section of the Arkansas.

Smith and Boundary Creeks (Idaho)
AWA Project Sponsor: Doug Ammons
AWA Contribution: $242

Project Description: Focusing public
and governmental attention on threats
posed by proposedhydro development on
BoundaryCreek and existing FERC project
on Smith Creek. These educationalactivi-
ties will support interventionsin progress.
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OcoeeRiver (Tennessee)
AWA Project Sponsor: DianaHolloran
AWA Contribution: $620
Project Description: Purchase of equip-
ment needed by U.S. Forest Service to
efficiently maintain Ocoee River access
points. These funds represent partial pro-
ceeds of the Ocoee Rodeo.

OlympicPeninsulaRivers(Washington)
AWA Project Sponsor: Carol Volk
AWA Contribution: Grant sponsorship
and preparation

Project Description: Educationof Olym-
pic Peninsularesidentsasto the benefitsof
FederalWildand Scenicprotectionfor area
rivers in an attempt to overcome present
majority opposition. As an initial effort to
assist the Olympic Rivers Council in this
endeavor, AWA willdevelopand sponsora
grant application to the National Rivers
Coalitionfor the necessary funding.

West VirginiaRivers

AWA Project Sponsor: Mac Thornton
AWA Contribution: $5,000

Project Description: Further support ef-
forts of AWA's West Virginia Rivers Coali-
tion in its attempts to gain Federal protec-
tion for 13 whitewater segments located
within the Monongahela National Forest.
This most recent infusion of funds (AWA
has contributed an additional $10,900 to
WVRC sinceitsinceptioninlate 1990) was
made possible by the GauleyRiver Festival
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proceeds and will be specifically used to
build in-state membership and support of
project goals.

Upper Yough (Maryland), Russell Fork
(Kentucky), Gauley (West Virginia),
Kennebec (Maine), Penobscot (Maine),
Black(NewYork)and Klamath(Oregon)
AWA Project Sponsor: Pope Barrow
and Steve Taylor

AWA Contribution: $2,000

Project Description: Technicalanalysis
of hydro-electric licensingand re-licensing
projects, including analysis of hydrology
(i.e., recreational flows) and numbers
crunching on power economics.

North American Relicensing Activities
AWA Project Sponsor: Pete Skinner
AWA Contribution: $4,000

Project Description: Identification of all
U.S. whitewater relicensing opportunities
subject to review by December 1991 and
immediate interventionin FERC proceed-
ings to protect recreationalinterests.

James Bay I/ Hydro Project (Quebec)
AWA Project Sponsor: Pete Skinner
AWA Contribution: $1,700

Project Description: Travel to Quebec
with two U.S. legislators and other influen-
tial persons during August 1991 to intro-
duce members of partyto adverse environ-
mentalandrecreationalimpact of proposed
$12.6 billion James Bay [l hydroelectric
project. The group visitedthe areaand met
with representatives of the Cree Indians
and others who would be adversely af-
fected by such development. The immedi-
ate positive results of this expedition in-
cludedthe initiationof U.S. publichearings
on the subject by the legislators involved,
the shelving of related contracts for a one-
year period pending investigation and a
commitment from Robert Kennedy, Jr. to
represent adversely affected parties.

Bio Bio (Chile)

AWA Project Sponsor: Pope Barrow
AWA Contribution: $1,150

Project Description: Establishment of
new Bio Bio ProtectionCommittee andpar-
tialunderwritingof expensesrelatedto bring-
ing several Chilean river activists to the
United States to meet with World Bank
officials, U.S. politicians, environmental
groups and media contacts to enhance
lobbying efforts and generate publicinter-
estin protestingproposeddams onthe Bio
Bio.
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BUILT BOATS

7780 Chamber Hill Rd.
Harrisburg, PA 17111
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Film festival

celebrates

paddle sport

The Bluegrass Wildwater Asso-
ciation is pleased to announce its annual
gathering of talented photographers and
videographers for a unique and exciting
film/video competition celebrating paddle

-—sport in all of its forms.

Thisis the ninthyear thatamateur
and professionalpresentations have com-
petedindependentlyfor recognition, prizes
and Best of Show honors. Amateur entries
are judgedand scoredon creativity, photo-
graphicquality,editing, content, and use of
sound by a distinguished panel of judges
from the boating and media industry.

Professionalentrants are judged
by apanelof paddlingclub representatives
fromacrossthe United Statesin a “peoples
choice" competition.

Entries may cover any paddling
topicfromhair whitewater to oceankayaking

_as long as the presentationsfeature only

human powered activities. Categories for
the amateur competition include: Recre-
ational/Scenic, Racing, Hair Boating, Hu-
mor, Conservation,Safety/Instructionaland
Club. Amateur entries are limited to 20
minutes and may be in 8mm or 16mm film,
35mm slide or video format. Winners in
eachcategoryreceive aprizeandanaward.
The amateur entry with the highest point
total receives a grand prize and Amateur
Best of Show honors.

Professional entries compete in
two categories, Open and Commercial.
Open presentationsmay be in any format
but are limited to 30 minutes. Commercial
presentations have special guidelines.
Prizes and awards will be given to the
winnersof eachcategoryandthe entrywith
the highest score willreceive a grand prize
and ProfessionalBest of Show honors.

Pastfilmfestivalentries have cov-
ered paddling exploits in remote regions of
the world including Chile, China, Russia,
Pakistan, Nepal, Peru, Costa Rica, Guate-
mala, Mexico, Canadaand Africa. Rarefilm
and video footage of these areasplusmany

+rivers of the United States have had their

world premier atthe NationalPaddlingFilm
Festival.

Inadditionto competingand view-
ing the latest paddling productions, the
National Paddling Film Festival is also a
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chance for the individual film and video
presentersto meet anddiscussall aspects
of production.lt’s a unique opportunity for
amateursto pick uptips fromprofessionals
in the film and video industry and for all to
becomeexposedtocurrenttrendsinpaddle
sport depiction. The Film Festival has
proven to be an excellent place to make
new film and video alliances.

Even if you don't have a formal
paddling production to enter--it's still easy
to become a competitor at this year's Fes-
tival. The Best Paddling Slide competition
continuesin 1992. Simply sendin no more
than three of your favorite 35mm boating
slides and perhaps a become prize winner
chosen from the first 160 entries received.

Of simply viewing excellent ama-

teur and professional paddling sport pre-
sentations is your preference then the Na-
tional Paddling Film Festival will provide
you with a feast of original and exciting
presentations. Plan to attend.

For more informationplease con-
tact: Bluegrass Wildwater Association, PO
Box 4231, Lexington, KY 40504.

Raffle sponsored by Millbrook Boats
nets $1,722 for AWA river defense

———rw—

ByPHYLLISHOROWITZ
AWA ExecutiveDirector

Last February we got aphone call
from John Kazimierczyk, boat designer
extraordinaireand owner of MillorookBoats
in Weare, New Hampshire, asking us if we
would be interested in having him put to-
gether araffle to benefit AWA'’s Whitewater
Defense Project and donating one of his
models asfirst prize. Were we interested?
I'll say! Familiar with the popularity of his
designs, we knew the idea would sell. But
little did we know that his efforts would reap
a $1,722 bonanzafor AWA!

Quickly the project unfolded. Be-
fore we knew it, John obtained commit-
ments for a number of substantial second-
ary prizes -- a $245 paddle of choice from
David Gatz of Fine Line Paddles, a $200
clinic (or the equivalent in merchandise)
from Tom Foster of the Outdoor Centre of
New England and a $100 gift certificate
from Bill Zeller of the Country Canoeist.
Such generosity inspiredus to throw in five
AWA gift membershipsas fifth prizes, pick
up the tab for ticket printingand run ads in
AMERICANWHITEWATERtopublicizethe
event.

Then, John took care of the rest.
He distributed tickets to the participating
dealersandotherinterestedindividualsand
businesses,andhe andhisvolunteerscould
be found hawking raffle tickets at every
race andtake-outin the northeastthrough-
out the spring, summer and fall. The re-
sponse was more than encouraging.

The grand finale took place at the
Farmington Slalomin New Boston, Massa-
chusetts over the weekend of October 19
and 20. The latest Kaz hot canoe designs
-- Hooters, Howlers, and Kyotes --were all
over the race course. Everyone present
spentthe weekenddeterminingwhichmodel
they would selectwhen their winningticket
was drawn after the awards ceremony on

Denis McLane photo

John Kazimierczykpresentsraffle check to A WA Executive Director PhyllisHorowitz as
prize winnersDick Maciel (left) and CharlesPeterson (right) look on.

Sunday.

Fantasy provokeddecisive action,
andlast-minuteticketsales soared-- espe-
dally after Denis McLane, owner of the
campgroundatthe EsopusCreektake-out,
announced at the Sunday morning racers'
meeting that he would match the value of
that day's sales with a cash donation of up
to $200. Those present decided to hold
Denis to his word -- 120% worth! Kaz was
grinning ear-to-ear; so was AWA Executive
Director Phyllis Horowitz, as they paused
between each race run to handle raffle
transactions.

So, who won the grand prize?
Despitelargeblocks of ticketsheld, nobody
presentatthedrawing. The Millborook Boats
canoe of choice went to Terry Thrasher of
Cleveland, South Carolina! Terryhad pur-
chasedhisticketsbymailinresponseto the
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ad run in this magazine. Other prize win-
ners were Dick Maciel, Klaus Renner,
Charles Peterson (who won both Fourth
and Fifth prizes!), Bill Gilleece, Allen
Harmsen, Henry Schreiber and Deb
Dickson.

AWA extendsits gratitudetoJohn
Kazimierczyk for his energy, enthusiasm
and generosityin executingthis successful
enterprise. As he specified, the $1,722 in
raffleproceedswillbe usedtofundan AWA
conservationor accessprojectinthe north-
easternUnited States.

Would your business or dub like
to help AWA in its efforts to preserve and
protect our threatened whitewater re-
sources? We'd be happyto getbehindyou
as much as possible. To discuss possible
fundraisingideas, contact Phyllis Horowitz
at (914) 688-5569.



Dear Dave..
you missed agood time
at the Gauley Festival

Dear Dave,

Sure, Dave, your poor mother died just two days before
the Gauley Festival. You did your best to streamline the funeral--
gotherinthe groundin sixhours, anew entry inthe Guiness Book.
Thenwhenthat fiasco with your boss came up, youhadno choice
but to quit your job. Imagine asking someone to work on Festival
weekend. So, your wife wentintolabor atamostinconvenienttime-
-you still had 40 hours to drive from Colorado to Summersville.
Maybeif you'dhad another hour or two to sleep, youwouldn'thave
causedthat chainreactionaccident onthe Interstate and endedup
in jail. Butlet me tellya, buddy, you were the one and only paddler
in the whole country that didn't make it to the 1991 Gauley River
Festival!

Why, we had boaters from every state except Nebraska
and lowa, and every country in this hemisphere. Yup, as bad as
youfeellying thererecoveringfromyour injuries, itwould've taken
just as long to recover from the hangover you'd have had if you'd
have made it. You know how the boating crowd loves to party!

What a bash! It started Saturday morning when the
vendors started showing up. Kind of a low-level, mellow kind of
free-for-all. We had every single kind of gear-maker there, over
thirty of them. They really went all out this year. Everyone was
running videos--with incredible set-ups; Tom Love even had an
inflatable pavilion. New Wave, OTP, and NOC were overflowing
with accessories. All the paddle makers were there. Must have
been a thousand boats sold this year. In the afternoon people
started drifting in off the river. We set up the auction booth and all
thefoodvendors. We had everythingfrom barbecuedchickenand
hot sausage sandwiches to burgers, pizza, and corn on the cob.
And, of course, beer.

Things really got going around five o'clock. The crowd
was swelling, the weather was great, and everyone was feeling
good. As soon as they ate and got a beer, they made the circuit to
checkoutthe deals. As always, the best deals were at the auction,
and Chris and his crew were in rare form. | got all my birthday and

Christmas wishes filled out early on, then just got down to the
serious stuff.

We put up a hi-striker for the he-man crowd and a dunk
stool just for laughs. Pat Nortonand Bob Glanville were the good
sports that kept us entertained there. Then as the sun set, Barry
Grimes set up the videos and, as usual, had some unbelievable
footage thathad us spellboundthroughout the evening. We even
had avideo projector up at the stage with everyone's run at Pillow
Rock, bigger than life. The band that took the stage was Tim and

the Tornadoes. They were the only wild weather we saw that

weekend, afirst for the Gauley Festival. A full moon came up by
nine o'clock, and that's about when the howlingbegan. You know
what a full moon does to boaters!

Soanyhow, everyonegotrealcrazy, butnotcrazy enough
thatl'd have somethingembarrassingto relatenow! Inthe morning
we were able to resuscitate all the bodies. A few need reconstitut-
ing, but everyone was breathing when | left and that's good
because the river was great, too!

I was hoping to make enough money this year to start a
new AWA policy: Buy the River. Well, we made enoughto continue
the old policy--protectthe rivers. We cleared around $15,000. But
that's okay, too, considering the fun factor. Where else can you
raise that kind of money so painlessly?

Do you think if we threw a party, we could raise enough
money from our boating friends to hire a lawyer, or maybe post
bail? You think it over and get back to me in a couple of months.

Sincerely,
Barry Toscano

FestivalDirector
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Hydr opower opponent

Echeverriaresigns
American Rivers

Acritical playerinthe war against
unwise and environmentallydamaging hy-
dropower has announced that he will be
leavinghis current job at American Rivers.

On August 15, John Echeverria
told AWA River ConservationDirector, Pope
Barrow, thathe willbe movingonto jointhe
National Audubon Society as their chief
attorney. John's departurecould be a seri-
ous blow to the river conservation move-
ment.

John has been the preeminent
force over the past decade in the effort by
environmental groups to bring about im-
provements in the hydropower policies of
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion.

In 1986 Echeverria established
the NationalHydropower Center at Ameri-
can Rivers and became its first Director.
Almostimmediately, American Rivers and
John targeted FERC's policies of limited
public involvement, limited public notice,
voodoo economic analysis, and hydro in-
dustry bias.

Despitethe occasionalfrustrations
suffered by John- and others- in their deal-
ings with the hydromaniacsat FERC, river
conservationists throughout the nationare
all aware that John and the National Hy-
dropower Center have made a very impor-
tantcontributionto the nation's energy poli-
cies and to the ecological well-being of
America'srivers and streams.

Johnis probably mostfamous for
his exciting and precedentsetting efforts to
have existingdamsremovedso thatabadly
damagedriverecosystemcouldbebrought
back to life. He has worked on both the
Edwards dam removal effort in Maine and
the Elwha River dam removal project in
Washington State.

Johnisalsonotedauthorwhohas
written many articles on hydropower. He
did 95 percent of the work on RIVERS AT
RISK (coauthored by Pope Barrow and
RichRoos-Collins), abookwhichexplained
inlayman's termsthevariouswaysinwhich
private citizenscan effectivelyinfluencethe
hydropower licensing system. 1

Matt Huntington, who has been
working with John at American Rivers for
several years will take on the position of
Coordinator for the National Hydropower |
Center when John leaves. He will be step- |

ping into verylarge shoes.
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BRIEFS
Forum continued

Boaters need
to consder
local'sfeelings

as the locals see it, they shouldn't have to
be tolerant.

Friendsville is, after all, Their
Town. Mostof themwerebornthere;infact,
most of their grandparents were bornthere
too. And, in spite of their proximity to one of
America's premiere whitewater runs, most
of them have no interestin riding
whitewater.

Instead, the younger residents of
Friendsvilleprefer horses and pickups and
the ubiquitous ATVs. Too each his own.
The
older residents, who are, to understatethe
facts, setintheir ways, consider boatersat
best an annoyance; boaters disrupt their
daily rituals and routines.

Only a handful of residents are in
a position to profit from the presence of
boaters. Popular though it may be, the

GY

' Upper Yough ain't Disneyland and

Friendsville ain't Orlando. For most locals,
there really aren't many incentives to be
tolerant. Only a few own or work at the
handful of restaurants, gas stations and
stores that serve boaters.

Besides, theyargue, the DNR built
a take-outdownstreamwith plenty of park-
ing, a change house and facilities. The
boaters should go there and stay off the
streets. Not beingboaters, the locals don't
understandthat this wouldnecessitatepad-
dling a couple of extra miles of flatwater.
Worse still, because of the late, abbrevi-
ated releases, it would require spending
another hour or so on river, waiting for the
flow to make its way downstream. The
locals don't understand that the boaters
don't want to be stranded on the river until
after dark.

Well, I'm sure you get the picture.
A lot of this could have been avoided if
everyone had just used a little common
sense. Triedto consider other folks' point of
view. After all, how would youfeelif you saw
someoneusingyour streetas an outhouse?

Maybe, now that the releases are
over and the crowds are gone, everyone
will calm down. Maybe there won't be a

drought

next year. And, maybe, if we're lucky, by
this time next year the boaters and the
citizensin Friendsville willbe on civil, if not
friendly, terms again.

Butthis little piece wasn't meantto
bejustaboutthe troublein Friendsville. Itis
about the trouble that occurs in practically
every River City, USA.

The trouble in Canon City, Colo-
rado and Watertown, New York and
Summersville, West Virginia. The trouble
that can occur between locals and boaters
anywhere.

Some of this trouble can't be
helped; it is the inevitable consequence of
a cultural clash.

But clearly a lot of it could be
avoided, if boaters showed a little common
sense, kepta littlelower profileand acted a
little more courteously. Itwould save alot of
grief in the long run.

Thelessonof Friendsvilleis clear.
The time has come to stop testing the
toleranceof the FriendliestLittlest Townsin
the USA.

Bob Gedekoh
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EHIEFS
- Youcan't break afiber glassboat

By PETER COGAN

Occasionallysomeonewilllook at
the front of my fiberglass kayak, which is
green with two black "headlights”, and say
somethinglike, "What are those two black
spots on your boat?"

"Black epoxy paint,” | tell them,
somewhatembarrassed. Yeah. A mis-
take.

Sooner or later, it happensto ev-
eryone. When | finally purchased my first
glassboat, | had twomajorfears. lwouldn't
abeableto paddleit. Andl wouldn't be able
to fixit.

Now, several years later, | am
competent at both. This article is an at-
tempt to allay some of the fears of the
boaterwhodoesn'trunagarageforaliving,
yet is faced with the daunting task of fixing
a commonglass boat problem: a hole or a
crack.

My buddy Bruce taught me the
firstrule of glassboatrepair early on: Fiber-
glass boats do not break. | had difficulty

Don't be sticky...
" Le $20find aholein your pocket

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
ship fee is funneled directly into our effective
river conservation actions. Plus--every
member receives a bi-monthly subscription
to American Whitewater...the best semi-
professional whitewater magazine in the world!

Yes, 1 want to join the AWA andreceive a subscription to American Whitewater. I've enclosedmy tax-deductable
contribution of $20 ($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to help conserve our whitewater resources andpromote river safety.

Name:

Address:

Mail to AWA, P.O. Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464




RIEFS

believing this as | gazed down
upon two cracks in the stern of
my Vampire, afteraninadvertent
stern squirt.

"Noreally," Bruce said.
"Fiber glassboatsdo notbreak."

But, now | know. It's
true. Fiber glass boats do not
break, becausethey can almost
always be fixed.

Of course, before you
start your career in boat repair
youwillneedto putsome money
down. A power drill with a sand-
ing attachment, large quantities
of resinand hardener, ie. epoxy,
fiberglass, gloves, a scissor, a
respirator and goggles.

Yeah, arespirator. This
is serious business. Breathing
fiberglass while grinding could
easily shorten your future sea-
sons.

Finally, forthetrue nov-
ice, you need a pair of Dickies,
available at Ames, K Mart and
the like. | patched for several
years in old dungarees and
wasted shirts before buying the
onepiece, darkblue, multi-pock-
eted mechanic's outfit. The dif-
ferenceis substantial.

Evenifyouarearookie
(andyou are), evenif you make
anumber of stupidmistakes (and
you will), you will feel and look
the part in this uniform. Clothes

Adiscsanderisusedtothoroughlygrindthe areatobe

Oncevou have carefullv
layeredyour progressively larger
pieces of glass onto the crack,
take off the gloves and lay some
plasticover the entire area. Then
squeegee the excess epoxy to
the side. Finally, tape down the
plastic with masking tape.

The speed at which the
epoxy willsetdependsonthetem-
perature of the area where you
are working. If your roomis cold,
come back in a month. Other-
wise, at room temperature, over-
night should be sufficient. Once
again, putting a bright light under
your boat will speed the process.

Whenit's dry, off comes
the plastic and you can admire
your beautiful patch. If it isn't re-
ally beautiful, don't worry. After
all, you're only a beginner.

Now if you were really
smartyouwould have mixed some
pigment into the epoxy to match
the bottom of your boat. Oh
well, next time.

Youcanuse your sander
to touch up the patch as needed.
Or leave it alone, a bit rough
around the edges.

Rememberwhatyoudid
well and how you screwed up for
future reference and headfor the
river. And remember, you can't
break a fiberglass boat.

Now, even with a good

do make the man; theright atti-
tude is in the outfit. When your neighbor
drops by as you are laboringin the sun on
your once new boat, you will barely recog-
nizeyour ownvoicewhenyousay casually,
verycasually,"Yeah,justalittieboatrepair.
No big deal.”

Butitis a big deal, andthatis why
youneedamentor. Youwillneedto watch
someone in action while you take copious
mentalnotes. Billwas my mentor; the one
really goodlooking patchonmyboat bears
his signature. Exquisite work... a patch to
be proud of.

Basically, there are four steps to
boat repair: grinding, prepping, glassing
and admiring.

First, you need to grind down the
area on your dry boat so that the crack
disappears. If your boatis wet, try puttinga
lamp under it to speed the drying. It may
take quite abitof grinding... continue grind-
inguntilyouare left with a smooth, concave
area where the crack once was, much like
a hole dug by a very careful dog.

Asandingattachment onapower

drill will suffice; but if you intendto do alot
of patching or want to do fine work quickly,
a grinder is better.

Forprepping, layoutallyour glass
pieces on some newspaper, as well as
some plastic and some masking tape. |If
you do this anywhere near your boat, you
willgetepoxyonit. It won'tcome off. Trust
me on this. And wear gloves. Epoxy
doesn't wash off easily.

The glass should be cut into pro-
gressively bigger pieces to fit the repair.
The smallest piece will cover the actual
crack, the largest piece should cover the
entire area that you have ground. A patch
may require anywhere from two to six lay-
ers, dependingonthe size of the defectyou
have putin your boat.

Make sure you saturate the glass
with epoxy.  don'tbotherwithabrush;luse
my gloves to knead it into the glass.

When glassing, it is important to
do it right the firsttime. The more you play
with the pieces, the more likely they are to
separate and turn into a mess.

]
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mentor, thereis stillone other cru-
cial component to boat repair. This is the
technical consultant. It mightbe your men-
tor, but it doesn't have to be.

Who do you call when some
knucklehead has bowled you over in an
eddy, liftingthe combingfromyour cockpit?
Who's your source for the latest news in
material..Dynell? Zynell?

Your technical consultant, of
course.

How do you choose one?

Lookfor the boater with the Mikita
grinder. Theindividualwhoseboat doesn't
appear to have any cracks, any signs of
repair. Eventhoughyouknowyou saw that
boatender, hitrock and sink. Thatman...or
woman... isyour technical consultant. Once
you find this person... never let them go.
Good luck.

Editorsnote: Peter Coganis the President
of the Kayak and Canoe Club of Boston
(KCCB). Ifyousendhimlarge amounts of
money, he willrevealthe name ofhis tech-
nicalconsultant.



Releases limited
to a bony 800 cfs
to help fish

The recreational releases on the
RussellForkmighthave beenminimal--but
at least they were predictable. And conse-
quently, boaters flocked back to
Tennessee's premier dass 5 run for the
1991 season.

The Russell's rebound came on
the heelsof adisastrous1990 seasonwhen
the Army Corps of Engineersunexpectedly
lowered the releases from the James
HanniganDamfromthe usuallevelof1,100
t01,300d sto 800cfs. Unsureaboutthe do-
ability of the Russellat thatlevelresultedin
only 880 rafters and boaters experiencing
the run.

The concerns of the whitewater |

community were not groundless. Optimal
flow levels on the Russell are between
1,100 and 1,300 ds and while the river
remains navigable between 800 and 900
ds, this small river turns into steep-creek-
style paddling with an enormous push and
littleroom for error. Thingstighten up, and
routes are not very distinctin the tight slots
andboulder gardens. Pinningand broach-
ing opportunities increase by leaps and

bounds with enough exposed undercut, -

subterraneanterritorytosatisfyavid cavers.

But a low Russell Fork is better
than no Russell Fork. And during the four
Octoberweekendreleasedates,over1,600
whitewaterenthusiasts descendedthrough
the Gorge.

Despite the Russell's popularity,
the chances of returning to the former re-
lease levels are slim. The Army Corps is
following therecommendations of a combi-
nation of fish and wildlife agencies that
advised that releasesin excess of 800 cfs

from Flanigan Dam are detrimental to fish-

eryin the Pound River.

Flaniganis located on the Pound
approximately a mile upstream from the
confluencewith the Russell Fork. The fish-
ery expertsconcludedthat advancedflows
during the four weekends might damage
gravel spawning beds and wash away
acquatic life on which fish feed.

However, the experts failed to
mentionthathigher flowsare oftenreleased
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Commercialraft drives for the sneakroute at the thirddrop of Truple Drop.

.Irom the dam during the spring for flood 7

icontrol purposes without adversely effect-
ing the fish population.

The ArmyCorpshasassuredpad-
dlers that the 800 d s releases will be con-
linued duringOctoberweekends. Andif the
main stem of the Russell has better than

23

average natural flow, paddlers might still
see optimal levels.

The Corps has also added a flow
phone for the convenience of paddlers.
The phone number is (703) 835-1438.
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Too close to the edge

L essonstobelear nedfrom cold-weather accident

By Dave Reid and Charlie Walbridge

Sometimelast springl got anear
missreportfrom DaveReid, anactivepad-
dlerintheTulsa, OklahomaareaThi s town,
isan unlikely hotbed o whitewater boat-
ing.Local boaterscall themselves“The Dust
BowlChapter d theArkansasCanoeClub”.
The"TulsaPlay Wave'" on the Arkansas
givingevenexpertboatersawildride. Af-
ter tuning up here2-3 nights aweek, the
grouptrekstoColorado, New Mexico,and
Arkansasregularly. Thevictirn,DaveReid,
isat 51ayear veteran kayaker; an expe-
riencedclassIV-V boater whospendsal ot
d timeon thewater. Hisstory iscompel-
lingnot only becaused hisnear drowning
experience, but for theteamwork and per-
sistenceof hiscompanions.ltgiveseachd
usalot tothink about.

DaveReid Begins

"On the morning d January 12,
1991it waseighteendegreesat 6:00 AM on
my ice covered driveway. | loaded my
CorgcaonJonHarrison's Land Cruiserin
recordtime, thenrushed insidetowait for
Harrison Sutcliffeand Rick Irwin......Rick
suggestedthat awater level d 6.5 washigh
enough to paddlethe Upper, Upper sec-
tionof theMulberry..... theshuttlewasonly
$6and it washourscloser to Tulsa, (sowe
decidedtogo).

We put in at Walf Pen. Air tem-
perature was now 35 degrees and Jon
thought the water temperature was also
3K...Weall had drysuits andneoprenerub-
ber gloves, except for Harrison who had
Y dlow Jacketsso hecould hold hispaddle
beiter. Evenwith neoprene glovesour hands
gotcold.

"We played our way down the
river to a little surfing spot that looked
ClassIl a mogt....\Weall surfed a bit and
decidedtogotothesouthbankforlunch....|
decided to try Jon's new Seda Mountain
bat.....settingthestage for a truly terrifying
sequence d events. Each little mistake |
madewould not normallymakeany differ-
ence. Added together, they were deadly.
Thecold water changed everything.

"Al our normal sprayskirts have
gdf wiffleballslooped on thegrabstraps.
Jonhad anew Y&k Keyholeskirt with just
aflat nylon (grabloop) strap. No problem
11t had been yearssincemy roll failed me.
Squirt boat window shadesand forward

360's on the TulsaMay Wave had taught
me patienceand confidence. Jon's stated
the art bulkhead (foot braces) were ad-
justed toofar forward for metol ockintothe
full lengththighbraces.Noproblem!l just
didforwardintheseat until my toestouched
thebulkhead. By doing this| was df the
back band and hip pads, justsittingonthe
edged thesedt. | thought,”Bulkheads are
area hasdeto adjust and thisisonly a
woof-type hole!" | put on my thick full-
fingered neoprenegloves because my
handswerecold, and headed out to have
somefun.

"That MountainBatwould realy
accelerateout d thenorth bank eddy into
thewavedot. | feltlikel wasin my Bishop
Z-Axis squirt boat, not a plastic kayak.
After threeshots, thewater keptwantingto
turn meintoasidesurf. So| arched back-
ward and stuck out theold low brace.

"l don't know what caused meto
flip over...When | set up for therall, the
thick neopreneglovescould havecaused
meto orient the paddle thewrongway. |
did my roll by instinct,andwassurprised
not to roll upright. | think thewholeroll
movementtook 5-10 Seconds;, inretrospect
I think | had lost ....coordination and
strength.....itwasno big deal. | would pop
my skirtandswim. | ran myfingersaround
thecockpit rim and could not get thedlip-
pery nylon pull strap in my fingers. This
tookanother 5-10secondsto perform....mo
panic....time for the hands rall I'd been
working on.....I just didn't havetheextra
snap hand rolls require. My head is still
underwater. Nopanic....lotsd timeleft....|
could push out, skirt, and all....I wassud-
denlytootiredto push....lrememberthink-
ing“Isthisreallyit?" Afternomorethan30
secondsl just went todeep. My head was
underwater and my body wasadeep.

"Now, hereiswhat my friends
tell mehappened:

""No one saw me go over. Rick
noticed the upside down kayak and
shouted,”watch for the svimmer!” Jon
went for hiscamerato record me swim-
mingand started planningtheharassment
program. Everyone was sure | was not
havingdifficulty becausemy actionswere
dow and precise.

Harrisonsaw thepaddlefloating
downstream, sensed that | was in real
trouble, jumpedin hiskayak.....and started
paddlingacrosstheriver at topspeed....He
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put his kayak's bow in my hand and at-
tempted aneskirnorescue. | put ahand on
theboat....itmust havebeen instinct....(but)
I did nottry toroll up. NextHarrison....at-
tempted topullmeup by myhelmet.....even
with an adrenalinerush, hecould not get
my face up. So he used the bulldozetech-
niqueto push me and my boat acrossthe
river....the current was super pushy. Jon
had run down the shoreline even with
us...and jumped in.....the swirling water
causedmy kayaktoveer back into theriver.
Harrison had to make another bulldozer
pass....(and) Jon got in the water and
grabbed my boat.

"Theriver bank was5-6feet high,
almost vertical, and slippery with
mud.....thewaterwas over Jon'shead.....(he)
could not roll the boat upright....(so he)
reached under theboat....and released the
sprayskirt and popped mefree....Jonand
Harrisonstill could not get my head out d
the water....the rushing water's current
would not get me to the bank....he was
almostcrying with frustration.....(he) findly
pushed my head into thebank. Rick Irwin
did down thesteep bank and grabbed my
inertbody.Jongot onthebank somehow....a
last my head wasout d thewater. | think
my headwasunder water atleastfivemin-
utesand maybeten-whowill ever know?

"....What asight! Thepersonwho
minutesago had been joking now had a
facefull & mud, wascolored arevolting
blue, and had bloodoozingout o hisnose.
Jon could not see any breathingor pulse
and knew | wasinserioustrouble.

Somehowthey gotmeupthebank,
but dropped me pretty hard. At that point
Jonthought | might haveachancebecause
I madearattlingsound in my throat....Jon
opened my eydlids...my eyes were not
rolled back and the pupils were not
dilated.....Jonwasabletopry openmyjaws
wideenoughtoinsert hishand....hesad
my mouth was full & mucous and my
throatwascompletelyclosed.....not apretty
sight....dl thistimel wasmakingrattling
sounds, but my chest wasnot moving. The
teamstarted (giving)chestcompressionsin
time with the rattles coming from my
throat....it waslike | wasin a deep deep
makingreally grosssnoringsounds....| fi-
nally started breathing in short, shallow
bursts.

"My first recollectionisshouting
over and over,”Jon, I'm O.K.”(Jon said |



redly only mumbledafew times)Iremem-
ber breathingand itwasoned thehardest
thingsl've ever done....as soonasl started
breathingmy skincolor started returning
tonormal. | wanted tomovemy armsand
legs, but they were tooheavyand| couldn't

movethem. | remember wantingto stand
up. It wasdl | could think d.....I would
twitch my arms and legs, get up on my
elbows, and fall backwards. Findly | was
able to balance on one ebow, then my
handsand knees. Theguystold metordax,

but | never heard them. | justknew| hadto
stand up.

"Jonthinksthat it took fifteen or
twenty minutesfor metostandup with the
group's help....l kept saying,”let meQgo, |
canwalk”, fightingoff al help. When they
would give in and let go | would start
fallingdown. Theywouldgrabmeand the
argument would start again. After some
time.....l began to see imagesfor thefirst
time. | had noideawherel was, whol was,
or how | got there....my speechwasvery
dlurred, asif | wereseverely intoxicated. |
wanted my kayak and argued that | could
paddle.....my hearing was returning.
Harrison finally convinced methat | had
lost my paddle and to get into Rick's
canoe.....hedeflated hisair bagand Ikindd
draped mysdf inthebow....With Harrison’s
help, Rick made an Arkansas mud dide
launch down the steep bank into the
river.....(and paddled to) asummer home
about1/4 miledownriver.

" Jon towed my kayak acrossthe
river anda ongwithHarrisontriedtohel p
meout d thecanoe. | would accept very
little help.....and insisted on pulling my
kayek totheroad.....about 200 yardsuphill.
| was closeto the road when | got redlly
tired..... There was a short strip o black
asphalt driveway leading to theroad......|
lay down on theasphal ttorelax.....|feltlike
alimpdishrag.

A truck took Jonto (the put-in,
and he) returnedwiththecruiser. | changed

into wool socks, afleece paddling jacket,
and afleecejacket..... | felt really good and
wedecidedto highball driveback to Tulsa.
When we got to the hospital in Broken
Arrow (Oklahoma) | thought they would
listentomy lungs, givemeantibioticsand
send mehome. BKG, chest X-Ray,and blood
samplesstarted and went on throughout
thenight. They put meon oxygenfor aday
andahalf anditwaswonderful. Thenurses
kept measuringmy blood oxygenand it got
t098%d what it should havebeen at 3:00
AM thenext day. About then| finally got
warm.

"The doctorssaid that the cold
water caused my esophagus, trachea, and
larynx to go into severe muscle
spasms....my body asphyxiateditself! The
lack o oxygen shut down my brain and
dowedmy heart.... Thefdl helpedtoget my
heart back into action. As blood started
moving, my brainkicked backin. Asmore
oxygen becameavailable, other functions
cameback....atruecold water/near drown-
ingincident!

"l ended upwithaseverecased
pulmonary edema. It took four weeks o
recovery before | could get back in the
water.....My larynx developed an
infection....Myvoicewill probablysound a
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littledifferentfor alongtime. But| haveno
heart or braindamageand should makea
fullrecovery. Jon,Harrison,and Rick's abil -
ity to handle my lifelessbody, their calm
work in clearingmy throat and in coordi-
natingthechest compressionsbrought me
back...it takesreal dedicationto do what
needsto be done on apersonal basistosave
aperson'slife

“Kayaking is an assumed risk
sport. It meansal ot to meand my friends.
I hopethisstory hel psevery paddler avoid
thissituation.

"L ookformeontheriver.lwillbe
the guy putting golf wiffle ballson spray
skirt pull straps."

| have chosen this report for a
number o reasons. Thefirstisthatit em-
phasi zesnot only that troublecanstrikeon
an ordinary trip, but that the presence d
experienced companionscan makea dif-
ferencebetweenlifeand death. Thegroup
responded quickly andintelligently, deal-
ingwith theproblemstheyfaceduntil they
succeeded.All d thoseinvolvedshouldbe
commendedfor their actions. Most d the
lessonslearned werecovered by Davein
hisreport; | will condensethem and add
others.

Second, thi sexperi encepoi ntsout

Kayak Chile

Kayak trips for experts only, with no rafts to wait
for. Run the Bio-Bio while the proposed dams
remain unbuilt. Then go on to the legendary water-
falls of the Fuy and the giant, clear waves of the
Futaleufu. Run more whitewater and see more of
Chile than you can any other way. Call now to
reserveyour choice of kayak model and departure
date, and to receive further information and a list
of all past participants, (who have come from nine
different countries,) so you can confer with some
of them. Sport International, 314 N. 20th St.,
Suite 300, Colorado Springs, CO 80904 USA.
719-520-1784. 800-779-1784. FAX 719-630-1892.

Not because you want to be different...

Yt
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Becauseyou wantto be

BETTER!

Caper and Encore. Two new solo playboats
designed to encourage, not prohibit, proper
paddling technique. Whitewater canoes for
paddlers, not floaters. Call or write for free
catalog featuring all five Dagger models.

Iafifior
B :-'I' Wi

CaNoE Company, INC.
POBox 1500, Harriman TN 37748

(615) 882-0404
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the seriousnessd a near-drowning inci-
dent. Many peoplehavebeenrescuedfrom
drowning only to die later because of a
failure to seek follow-up medical treat-
ment. When deprived o oxygen, meta-
bolicchanges occurinthevictimwhichcan
bedamaginglongafter hestartsbreathing
again. Sometimesabad swim can havethe
same effect. | strongly recommend that
anyonewho goes through an experience
likethisgotoahospital afterwards.

Third, asthenarrativeshows, vic-
timsareoftenirrational, even belligerent,
indealingwithrescuersMany o themeta-
bolicchangeswhichoccurwill reducerea-
soningabilityand alter personality Weve
al dealt withtheguy whowon't get out of
the water after a long, cold swvim. Jm
Seggerstrom df Rescue3describesasitua-
tioninwhichalittleoldladvwhocalledan
ambulance started shooting &t the para-
medicswitha.357 magnumrevolver! Don't
besurprised by absurd or aggressive be-
havior. Tekecharge. Guide thevictim as
best you can to keep him from injuring
himsdlf.

Fourth, it's clear that extremely
coldwater caninitselfbelifethreateningn
ways that are not well understood at

present. A number d inexplicabledeaths

haveoccurred during swimsd relatively
easy white water. Heart attacks are one
possibility; laryngospasmisanother." Sud-
den Disappearance Syndrome”, or cases
whereapersonfalls intothewaterand does
not surface, has been linked to cold tem-
peraturesand drug abuse. Severd people
havereportedfedingd apathy and disori-
entation hanging under a kayak in ex-
tremely cold water. More informationis
needed, any anyonewithfirst-handexpe-
riencei sencouragedtowriteme

Modern dry suits are excellent.
They're so good that they may give pad-
dlersafasesensed security.Itispossible
that theshock d cold water may reducea
paddler's ability to function so that per-
forminglearned movementsliketheeskimo
rollisimpaired. All thismust betakeninto
accountonextreme-wesatherruns.

Fifth,what aretherisksthat come
withusi ngthe new generationd leakproof
sprayskirts? Unlike the old bungee-cord
model swhich can beworked looseby strug-
glingpaddler, thelatestsuper-dry models
liketheY &k, Manhole, Bushsport, Sedls, or
Harmony areso tight that a paddler can't
push free and must use the grab loop to
escape. Many d these haveflat webbing
grabloopswhichcan beplastered closeto

thedeck. Allarehardto feel with neoprene-
gloved hands, which thisaccident shows
may createapotentially deadly combina-
tion.

If youownoned theseskirts, how
doyouprotectyoursalf ZHirg, you'vegot to
be sure that the grab loop isout. Thisis
designedintomogt, but notdl, sprayskirts.
Second, DaveReid recommendsusing Po-
gies or Y dlowjacketsor cutting off thefin-
gertipsfrom neoprene glovesto improve
your ability to find the grab loop. Don't
count on using a knife to cut your way
loose it's possible, butyouwon't havetime
You may want, asDave Reid suggests, to
attachawiffleball orsomeotheritemtothe
grabloopsoitiseasiertofind.

Sixth, it's worthy d noting that
this group d four experienced paddlers
had their handsfull with thismishap. Thi nk
about thiswhenyou planyour nextwinter
runwithonly oneor two other people.

Lagly, poor boatfitdefinitely con-
tributed to thismishap. Thisisoftena prob-
lemwith borrowed boets, andistolerated
far too often. Always consider the risks
involvedwithd oppy or dangerouslytight
outfitting.

And please: let's be careful out
therel

oLin

Xl
TOURING

- TELEMARK -SKATING

iﬁln (‘n:ar OUTDOOR

KILIN

Tua Extreme /Expresso

Kazama Outback telemark ski '91
Merrell Maxx tele boot $459

Voile Classic Cable binding $69.95
Internal Frame Pack $279 SALE $199
Arva 4000 avalanche beacon $219 two for $399
Ortovox avalanche beacon $249 two for $449

Lowe Special Expedition

sso  telemark ski '91 $299
Black Diamond Toute Neige telemark ski '91 $295
Black Diamond Magnum Sauvage ski

SALE $199
SALE $199
SALE $259
SALE $249
SALE $399
SALE $63

‘91 $375
$270

BOATSEROM: MARMOT
agger - Mad River Polarlite Tech
Town - Wenonah Sweater

Perception -

"WE SHIP KAYAK.

Infinity

$24.95 reg. $135

Nunatak Gore-Tex
n Jacket (womens)

$249.95 reg.%375
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| Mountain Gear
|

At MOUNTAIN GEAR, we deliver the best in
products and service at reasonable prices.
Phone and mail orders accepted.

Call for our latest ski and outdoor Hot Sheet.

(800)829-2009
2002 N. Division,
Spokane, Wa. 99207

YOUR TOTAL,
DRY
SUIT
SPECIALS

Lrigdanus ™

lwo  plece $-3 ] 5

Thd

Paragon

one  prece $ 247
Nude-X ™

dry top 5'} 9




Wear your colors

Show yourself as a part of the AWA river
gang. All shirts are high-quality 50/50 cotton
blend while AWA hats are perfect for
concealing those just-off-the-river

hairstyles. Our patches are great for
recycling ripped jeans while waterproof
decals on the bottom of your boat demon-
strates your loyalties as you swim to shore.

Order your gear here

item 7 cost | size total r
T-shirts, AWA logo: short sleeve (§,M,L,XL) long sleeve (M,L,XL) 8.00/12.00
T-shirts, Bold New Look: short sleeve (M,L,XL) long sleeve (M,L, XL} 0

AWA River Caps 8.00 |
AWA Embroidered patches 100
AWA Waterproof Decals 50
Please add 2.50 postage per order for shirts andhats total order |

mail checkto AWA, P. Q Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464

The complete reference of every whitewater river system in America

AWA National Whitewater River Inventory
New 1990 edition updated to include: Order your

‘River maps for all U.S. whitewater rivers ™
‘Revised list of each whitewater river nationwide | coO HM tOd aM !
.Includes mileage, access points and whitewater rating
Printed copies available for $15 from AWA Whitewater Inventory, 136- 13th St., SE, Washington, D.C. 20003.
Also available for $7 on 5 1/4 inch floppy disc (requires /8M or ISM compatible computer with a hard drive and dBase 111

Please send me printed copies of the AWA Nationwide Whitewater Inventory at $15 each.
Total of $
Please send me copies of the AWA Nationwide Whitewater Inventory on floppy discs in dbase Il at $7 each.
Total o §,
Enclosed is $
Name:
Street Address:
ity
Sae and Zip:




_\7V_hitewater Heaven.....

by RICHIE HUGHES, JULIETROGDON, MIKETROGDON
and BOB GEDEKOH

WHITEWATER HEAVEN
The Animas standsasthe
gemd theSanJuanBasn
with 26 milesd nonstop
class3-5rapidsthrougha
superb wildernesssetting.
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....Whitewater Hell

Colorado's

San JuanBasin
retains the flavor
of the old West:
wild, beautiful,
untamed...and at
times dangerous.

. ._'FL -
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WHITEWATER HELL
With potential carriesaround No-
Name and Broken Bridgerapids
and alethal box canyon lurking
just past thetake-out, the Animas
can prove dangerous to the

unwary paddier.




1881

Durango, Colorado. Boomtown.

Thoughlessthanoneyear d age,
Durangoisheavenand hell onearth. Ore
miners, cowboys, gambl ers, whores, gun-
fighters, aspiring railroad tycoonsand a
handful d decent folk wander the dusty
streets.

Thereis no law and thereis no
order.

Thetown'sfirstdentistarrivesone
afternoon by stagecoach. Before nightfall
hewatchesindismayasthecoach'sdriver,
amiscreant and murderer named Henry
Moorman, ishangedfromatreeinfrontd
what istobehisoffice.

A rangewar rages between two
cowcamps, one centered in the Durango
areq, theotherin nearby Farmington, New
Mexico. Res dent desperadoand gundlinger
I saec Stockton | eadsthe Col orado contin-
gent, terrorizingthecomrnunity .Stockton
goesso far asto threaten thelifed Mrs.
CarolineWestcottRomney, thetown's fash-
ionably plumpand feisty newspaper edi-
tor. Sheisanythingbut intimidated and
continuesto take Stockton to task in her
paper, The Record.

Mrs Romney is no stranger to
danger,shehad personallytransported her
pressfromLeadville theprecedingDecem-
ber, crossingoneice coldriver 30timesand
another 16 times. Reportedly shecheered
her despondent teamsterson by singing
"Many Riversto Cross" at eachfording.

Eventually, aninimitabl echarac-
ter named Robert Dryer i shired assheriff,
and, for atime, thingssettledown. A fair
and honest man, heruleswithanironfist.
Unfortunately, heis accidentally shot in
theneck by oned hisdeputieswhilemak-
inganarrest,and must temporarilyreturn
east to havetheslug removed.

By September, | saacStockton has
dsofallenvictimtoabullet. Hediesresist-
ingarrestandisunceremoniously planted
inthetown's Boot Hill.

Meanwhile,inSilverton, about 50
milesup the Animasriver, thereisasud-
den outbreak o piety and all the " soiled
doves, gamblersand harlots" are driven
outd town. They promptly jointheir spiri-
tual brethrenin Durango. Somefedl that
Silverton's losshasbeen Durango's gain.
But notal.

When Maud Austin, oned the
"soileddoves’, dies, Mrs. Romney writes,
"She was a remarkably good looking
women" who"lived alife d shame, and
herewedrawtheveil o charity".To Mrs.
Romney’s mind Durango does not need
"soiled doves”.

But she has definite opinions
about what Durango doesneed.

"Theonlylack d resourceshereis
those potent civilizers o their pioneer
brothers—thegirls.”

All the while,
DenverandRioc Grande
workerscontinuetotoil
at afuriouspaceonthe
rail line that will lirk
DurangoandSilverton,
not suspecting that
more than a century
later, thenarrow gauge
linewill till bein use,
transporting, not ore,
but ahuman cargo the
like of whichthey could
never haveimagined.

1881.

Durango.

Frontier
Heaven and Frontier
Hell.

1991

Durango,
Colorado.Boomtown.

Hundreds o
vehiclescruisethetree
lined one way streets,
carrying touristson their
way tothetrainstation,
where they will bring
their Journey Through
thePast on what isnow

called the Durango
Silverton Narrow

The Slverton narrow gauge railroadcarri estourists through
thescenic Animas River gorge.

Kemple, and Bruce Ford, both champion
bareback riders, takehomesomecash.
Therodeocowboysaren't theonly
onesintown takingawildridefor money.
Kayaksareeverywhere, asmany perched

Gauge Railroad. Back- ] ]
pack& board the train too; it provides

accesstotheNeedles, oned themost spec-
tacular hikingareasintheSanJuanM oun-
tains.

Around town locals are talking
about theopeningd City Sickers, acom-
edy western that wasfilmed nearby. The
costd livingin Durangoi safrequenttopic
d conversationaswell. "What isthebest
way to becomeamillionairein Durango?’,
they ask one another.

By now everyone knows the
punchline. " Start out with twomillion."
M ountainbikesweave their way through
traffic, headedfor thetrail sontheoutskirts
d town. Later, their riderswill soak their
achingbodiesintheTrimbleHot Springs.
At the fairground young cowboys chal-
lenge the bullsand bucking broncosat a
professional rodeo. Most wind up with a
facefull o dirt, but hometownhero, CR.

atop pickupsand Four by Foursasonthe
river. They reachtheir greatest concentra-
tion at thesouthernedge d town, where
loudspeakersblare and theriver islined
withspectators.

Nationally ranked slalom racers
RichWeiss, KaraRuppel, ScottShipley and
Kent Ford thread their way through ase-
riesd gateson the Animas surging cur-
rent, intent on claimingsomed the prize
money beingofferedtothewinnersd the
Champion International Whitewater Se-
ries.

And, with the Animaspumping
morethan2500 cfsthroughtheinfamous26
milerun upstream, thereisplenty o dan-
ger too, for thosewith the nerveto cha-
lengeit. A handful d boaters ride the
torrent, punchingmileafter mileafter con-
tinuousmiled explodingwavesand roar-
inghydraulics.



Late in the day they decide to
continuedown theriver two more miles
through theinfamousAnimasBox. Near
the end, one falsinto a roaring keeper.
After a heroic surf, heisforced to swim.
Fortunately, he makesit shorebeforethe
currententerstheinfamousand unrunable
Rockwood Box. His brand new kayaki snot
s0 lucky;itflushesdownstreamendisnever
seenagain.

1991.

Durango.

Whitewater
WhitewaterHell.

Duringthepastcentury Durango
has undergone an amazing transforma-
tion. Gunman Stockton, Sheriff Dryerand
Editor Romney would hardly recognize
theplace. They arelonggone, but thespirit
of adventurethatbroughtthemto Durango
lingerson.

Thereisstill plenty o color and
excitement in Durango, especidly if you
areaoutdoorenthusiast. Located in
southwest corner d Colorado, Durango
functions as a center d operations for
whitewater boatersexpl oringthetributar-
iesd theSanJuanRiver, aswell asfor the
Delores.

Snow melt from the San Juans
providestheaction. Dependingonweather
conditions and snowpack, the San Juan
tributariesare at optimal levels between
mid May and mid July.

Durangoservesasasort d spiri-
tual centerforboatersaswell withtheFour
CornersMarina, operated by theesteemed
Wiley family, the nucleus d whitewater
activity. Duringpeakseasonacontinuous
streamofloca and out o townboaters pass
through the store, stocking up on gear,
checkingonriverlevelsand seekingadvice
from old-timer Milt and his daughter
Nancy, arenownedhair and expeditionary
boater.

Heaven and

"Is theretoo much water to run
thePiedra?’ they ask, or " Justhow hard is
theAnimas, realy?*

O coursetheunspokenquestion
is, " Arewegood enough to survive these
famousruns?' Butevenif theanswerisno,
thereisnoneed todespair. TheSanJuan
tributariegprovidewhitewatertochallenge
al skill levels, thereissomethingherefor
everyone.

Andso wepresent,for your edifi-
cation, some profilesd the most popular
rivers o the San Juan basin, d| readily
accessiblefrom Durango.

Read them, enjoy themand stash
themaway.

Next summer thesurf willrisein

Coloradoagain. Andtheriversd theSan
Juan basincertainly merit aplaceonevery
seriousboater'swishlist.

TheAni nas: Silverton to Rockwood
by Bob Gedekoh

TheAnirnaswasi ndisputablyone
d themost exhilaratingexpertwhitewater
runsinthenation, if not theworld. Itwas
aso a very serious undertaking, particu-
larly at flowsgreater than 2000 cfs.

This much | had gleaned from
talking to Anirnasveteransand by scruti-
nizingthegui debookstothearea. Butnone
d thisredly prepared me for the over-
whelming intensity d my first journey
downtheriver.

It wasthe summer d 1987 and |
wasdtill recoveringfromanear fatal auto
accident. | waspaddlingwith asixteen
inchmetalrod driventhroughthecenter o
myfemur. A metal platewas hol dingoned
thebones inmy forearmtogether.lwasnot
intopform.

Weroalledinto Durangoand met
hair boatersRon Mullet and DeanTomko,
who had paddied theriver theday before.

Greet news Theriver wasrun-
ning 3000 cfs. Only 1500 cfs more than what
MOst Animas veterans recommended! Ron
and Deanscrutinized our party and point-
edly suggested that this might not be an
appropriaterunforeveryone. Infactlwas
the only onethey encouragedto go. The
othersweredispatchedtothetrain station;

they would seetheAnimasfromthesafety
o the excursion train. Considering my
physical condition, | thought thiswas an
interestingdetermination.. but | wasflat-
tered and redlly wanted to do the Animas
badly.

Wedrovetotheput-inat silverton,
crossingnotone, buttwo, 11,000 foot passes.
Soonwewereon theriver. Justoutsided
towntheriver passed throughanimposing
chasm. Within afew milesthevolumein-
creased dramatically; theriver wasbeing
fed by gushingstreamsrushingdownfrom
thesnowcapped 13,000foot peaksthat sur-
rounded us.

I knew that the first few miles
weresupposedtoberel ativel yeasy, butwe
were paddling nearly continuousclass 3
and 4 whitewater... big, booming
whitewater.

| flipped on an obliquehydraulic
androlledquickly. | was glad that Ronand
Deandidn't notice; they werepreoccupied
with readingthetorrent ahead. Thewater
wasabsol utel yfrigid. Eddieswerefewand
far between. Sometimesmiles passed be-
tween pauses to catch our breath. The
Ani rnas was not a pool drop river. It oc-
curred to methat along swimcould have
seriousconsequencesand that it would be
difficult to rescue a person, much lessa
boet, i nthisicy magl strom,evenfor power-
house boaters like Ron and Dean. | had
heard d anumber d individual swhohad
sacrificed their boatsand paddlesto the
Animas. | resolved to keep my assin my

Richie Hughesin the Alpine meadow setting of the Animasput-in..
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Whitewater as far as you can see...class 3/4 rapids stretch for miles on the Animas.

The miles and the time passed
quickly. Weweregoingveryfast. Consid-
eringthecurrent,wehad nochoice. W hy
makesthe Upper Animassoswift? Gradi-
ent,for onething.VVolume, for another. The
averagegradientfor the28 mileis80feet/
mile. Toput thisin perspectivefor eastern
boaters, theAnimasisroughly twoandone
hdf timessteeper than the Upper Gauley.
Considering that the two are frequently
paddled at about thesamevolume, 1000-
3000cfs, itisnotsurprisingthat theAnimas
provides non-stop, big water action.At
higherlevelsitfeaturesseveral class 4 rap-
idsthat areseveral mileslong.

Ronand Deanled through these
longwavetrains,effectivel yscoutingfrom
their boats. Wepunchedmeaty hydraulics
and dodged ominouspouroverswith po-
tent pattemsof recircul ation. Thereweren't
alot o these, but there were enough. It
seemed to methat my companionshad a
secondsenseregardingthel ocationd these
monsters. Still | worried they might get
tired and sufferasolitarylapseinvigilance,
onethatwould havehorribleconsequences
for someone... most likely me.

Althoughhislineswereflawless,
Ronseemedamostcavalierinhi sapproach
to theriver. O course, he had tackled it
severd times before, and at even higher
levels.Hewasso relaxed, whilel waswired.
Right in the midst o rapid he would
nonchal antly spinaboutand pointoutsome
scenicfeature.

"ThatisMount Garfield... 13,074
feet," hewould calmly announce, or " This
isNeedleCreek." "Just pay attention to

wherewere going!" | replied. By thistime
| wasin no mood for ascenic tour... espe-
cialyatour d oned thosebrutishholes.

Withoutscouting, | followed Ron
and Dean through the first, and easiest
classV rapid d the river... the Garfield
Side. At thefirsteddvbel owthebottomof
therapi d my companionsdebatedwhether
it realy meriteditsclassV rating, whilel
struggledtoregainmy composure. Aftera
few secondsd careful considerationl in-
formed them that | wanted to scout the
remainingclassVs

Afterlookingat thenext one, No
Name, | shouldered my boat and hit the
tracks.Itwas steepand powerful ,featuring
"must make'" moveswithviolent hydrau-
licconsequences. Classfour water contin-
ued from the bottomd No Nameasfar as
Icould see. At3000cfsNo Namelooked like
aclass5+tome On subsequent trips,
when the Animaswas running less than
2000, | have paddled thisrapid. Even at
lower levels, it isfrightening. To make
mattersworse, NoNameisrdatively hard
to spot from upstream; the approach is
nondescript.

Atmy requestwestopped toscout
theBrokenBridgeRapid...oned themost
difficult sectionson theriver. Therapid
was somewhat different from the rest. A
number d bouldershad tumbledintothe
river, renderingittechnica aswel aspushy.
And, d course, therewerethoseledgesand
pourovers. Happily, my companions
trackedabenign routethroughthismaze.

By the timewe reached therail -
road bridgebel ow Tacoma, 26 miles down-

X

streamfrom Silverton, lwasphysicallyand
mentally beat. Ron and Dean, on theother
hand seemed quite chipper. Amazingly,
we had been on the river less than four
hours.

Thispoint presented aninterest-
ingdilemma.BeyondthebridgetheAnimas
entered a deep box canyon with vertical
wallsthat werehundredsd feet high. The
rail bed traversed acut, highonthefaced
the diffs, then left the river canyon dto-
gether for several miles.

Therewereanumber d factorsto
consider. Thetwo mile box canvon weas
said to contain rapids moredifficult than
any d those we had paddled. Some d
these, particularlythefirst one, could not
beadequatel yscouted orportaged, because
it was wedged between two sheer rock
faces. Finally,immediately bel ow thistwo
mile box canyon, wasasecondbox canyon,
one that was said to be inescapable and
totally unrunable. Reportedly it had a-
ready claimed severd lives. Thefirst box
flowed directly into the second, without
muchd apause.

Ontheother hand, carryingtwo
miles out the tracks to Rockwood posed
distinct disadvantagesaswell. Theexcur-
sion trains were running through every
hour and thecut isso narrowin placesthat
itisdifficulttoget off thetrackstolet them
by. As a consequence, the railroad had
forbidden boaters from walking out the
tracks. Thosewho got caught faced adiff
finefor trespassing.

(Editors note: They till do. Some-
times it is possiblefo makearrangementswith
therailroad in Durango to shuttle out on the
train, but thisisexpensive. Other boaterskeep
awvery low profile while running their shuttle,
then wait until latein the
evening, after thelast train has passed, tocarry
out. Th's isatenseaccesssituation, and boaters
areadvisednot toincur thewrath ofthe Durango
and Silverton Railroad.)

After some consideration | de-
cidedtowait until thelast trainhad passed
and walk out. | waved as Dean and Ron
disappearedover thefirst blind drop that
marked theentrancetothe Bax.

But my adventureontheAnimas
wasnot over. White | sat waiting, another
group o paddlers rounded the corner. |
recognized somed their faces, they were
Upper Yough regularsfromtheBaltimore
and D.C. area. Aftersomediscussion,they
announced their intentionto runthe Box:
"Waan't | goingtorunit too?"

I didn't knowthemwell, butI hed
seenthem paddle, and | knew that | wasat
least asgood asseverd d them. What the
hell, | thought, as| watched them charge




overtheblinddrop, oneby one. If they can
doit, I candoit.

My headfulld thismindlessbra-
vado, | charged after them. From thecrest
awave just abovethefirst ledge, and past
thepointof noreturn, Irealized thatI might
havemadeamistake.

Justahead d mewasatowering
whitewall o water. Beyond that liecar-
nage.. empty boats, unattended gear and
swimmers.I charged thewall, backendoed,
and rolledintheswirlingcurrent.

Wespent thenext hour and ahalf
doingour best toreunite paddles with pad-
dlersand boatswith boaters. Wewered -
most at the bottom d the box beforewe
completed thistask. Thecharacter o the
Animaswasdramatically differentin the
Box. It wasadark and eerieplace. Theriver
wascompressed and boiling betweenthe
diff wallsand therewerestrangeswirlies
intheeddies.

The Animaswas still swift and
pushy, thoughtherewereoccasiond pools.
Therewereplenty d nasty pouroversand
hydraulicstoo,and they were hardtomiss,
especialywithoutRonandDeantofollow.
It wasseriousclass5+ water; no oneknew
theway, and we werein over our heads.

I wasn't evensurethatwewould
recognizethegapinthecliffsd river right
that marked theend d thefirstboxand the
beginningd thesecond. It wasgettinglate
and no one was having much fun. We
pushed on, takingturnsinthelead. | rolled
severa timesin unpleasant places, and |
wasnotalone.Everyonewas afraidthat we
weregoingtobe nadvertentlyflushedinto
thesecond box.

Fortunately, from a small eddy
betweentwo largerapids, we spottedthe
trail that leadsout o theriver. Afterwhat
we had experienced, the steep, rocky haf
mileclimb out df thecanyonseemed essy.
Itwasnearly dark.

| wasecstatic. | had survived the
Animas Sincethat day | havepaddledthe
Anirnasanumber o timesanditisstillone
d my favorites. It is hard to imagine so
muchincrediblewhitewaterinsuchaspec-
tacular place. Theriver seemslessintimi-
datingtomenow; I'm inal ot better shape
and | know what toexpect.I'd evenliketo
run the Bax again, but somehow | never
seemtocatchtheriverat lessthan 2200cfs,
and I'm notanxioustorepeatmyfirstexpe-
rience. It'soned thosedragonsout there
gtill waitingtobedain.

My adviceto anyonethinkingd
running theriver? Review the mapsand
textdf Wheat’sFloater’sGuideto Colorado
beforeyou go. Make sure your skillsand
equi pmentareuptothetask and that your

companionsaretoo. Gowithsomeonewho
knowstheriver and choosealeve appro-
priatetoyour abilities.

Paddlingthe Animascanbeafan-
tastic paddling experience, but it aso has
thepotentia tobeadisaster.Intheend, it's
dl uptoyou.
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The Animas: Durango Run
byJuli eand Mike Trogdon

This section d the Animas fea-
turesnumerousclassIl and afew classIII
rapids, makingit af avoritewithnoviceand
intermediate boaters. It is aso run com-
mercialy by anumber o raft companies
headquarteredin Durango. Multipleac-
cess pointsare availableat either end, 0
that boatersmay el ecttopaddieonly afew
miles, or asmany astwenty. Thisisagreat
placeforboaterstopracticetheirbasi ctech-
niques.

A permanent dalom course has
beenconstructed by volunteersat Smelter
Rapid, alongclasslll located at thesouth-
ern edged Durango. For two yearsthis
coursehasbeen utilizedfor theChampion
I nternationalWhitewater SeriesKayak and
CanoeRaces. Thiseventhasattracted world
class competitors and the site has been
named a Center d Excdllenceby the U.S.
Canoeand Kayak Team.

Severd popular play spots are
located downstream, includinga number
d excdlentsurfingwavesnot far fromthe
Four Corners Marina. Thelower sectiond
thisrunflowsthroughtheUtelndianRes-
ervation.

EachJunetheAnimasRiver Days,
featuring a whitewater rodeo and canoe,
kayak and raft racesareheld onthissection
d theriver. Much d the credit for the
cregtiond thecourse, for organizing the
AnimasRiver Daysand for attractingthe
Champion Series to Durango belongs to
theaforementioned NancyWiley, co-owner
o theFour CornersMarinawithherfather,
Milt.

But Nancy, whose whitewater
exploitshavebeendocumentedin numer-
ousarticlesand documentaries,isnot the
only member o the Wiley clan actively
involvedinwhitewater sports. Her sisters
Amy, a professiona photographer and
guide, Janet, an architect, and Suse, a
graphicartist, all share their father’senthu-
siasm and commitment to river sports.
Small wonder, considering the fact that
they were are raised with a whitewater
treasureflowingright throughthemiddle
d theirhometown.
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HermosaCresk
by Bob Gedekoh

Thissmall, steepand continuous
highmountaintributaryd theAnimasdoes
notseeal otd trafficbecauseof difficulties
with access. But those with the persever-
anceand thestaminato overcomethisob-
stacl earerewardedwithamagnificentand
challengingwildernessrun.

Thereare basically two waysto
put on HermosaCreek. Most boatersfol-
low thesuggesti oninDougWheet'sguide-
book and carry and/or drag their boats
four miles upstream from where High-
way576 dead ends. Thisprovidesalively
eight mileclasslV paddledownstreamto
thejunctionwith the Animas. Wheat sug-
geststhat an additional threemilescanbe
added to therun... by carryingthreeaddi-
tional milesat thetop!

Needlessto say, it ishard to get
too enthused about thisproposition. But
thereisanother way.

Not necessarilyabetterway... but
anotherway, nonetheless. Hermosa Creek
becomes navigable, and | use that term
with some reticence, eighteen miles up-
stream d itsconfluencewith the Animas.
Not far from the base d oned the back
dopesd thePurgatory DurangoSki Area
the two forksd Hermosa Creek, merge,
conditionally providing enough water to
float aboat.

Last seasonwefound our way to
thigunctionwiththehel pof Jack Turner, a
fifth generation Durangoanwho isan ac-
complished paddler and af ormer member
d theU.S CrossCountry Ski Team. Jack,
currently a Marketing Vice President for
Purgatory, hunted elk in thesemountains
from horseback asaboy. Nonetheless, he
wasanxioustoseetheHermosaCreek val-
ley from another perspective,andfromthe
top down. It soon became apparent that
Jack'sphysical staminaand good humor
areamatchfor hissensed adventure.

At thisput in HermosaCreek is
excruciatingly small; many moretributar-
ieswill contributetoitsvolumelater.

For severa milesthestream me-
andersthrough an alpinevaley; and one
soon discoverswhy thismeansd access
haslimited appedal . Although the surround-
ingsare pristine, theupper reachesd this
run arealmost certain to bebony, even at
relativelyhighflows. But strainersrepre-
sent an even greater obstacleto paddling
the upper Hermosa Creek. Strainersthat
arenotsomuch achallengetoone'shoating
ability,butrather achallengetoonés toler-
ance.

Fortunately, mostd thestrainers



were apparent soonenough toallow usto
safely exst our boatsand portage, but at
very highiflowsthismight not beso easily
accomplished. Anditseemdlikely that new
strainers gppear on Hermosa Creek on a
regular basis so theelement d danger is
unpredicrable Aboutone-third d theway
threugh therunthestreamenteredanini -
canyan & choked with strainersthat we
elected tao makeasinglequarter milepor-
tage on the trail located highonthebank on
river beft.

In summary, if climbingin and
aut of you boat at least twenty timesto
traverse five river miles sounds insanely
unacceptible thisisnot for you. Onthe
other hard, if you realy want to paddle
Hermosa Creek, and you consider the al-
ternative d carrying your kayak four
miles ..

Thelowerhdf d therunwaslively
fuer, mare0r lesscontinuousclass threeand
fiour whitewater, unusual ly technical for a
western run. And thesurroundingswere
spectacular, theonly signsd habituation
arealongthelast mileor so, thistruly isa
wildernessrun.

Insummary, thereisadiff price
d admissionto paddling HermosaCreek,
butitisnotwithout reward. Itis not some-
thingmost o uswould choosetodoona
regular basis, but, paddled on occasion, it
represents a vigorous whitewater chal-

lenge.
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ThePiedra
by RichieHughes

Do grizzly bears ill stalk the
wildsd Colorado?

Probably not... at least according
tothestate's Divisond Wildlife. But not
everyoneagress.

DougPeacock, a Vietnam veteran
and Green Beret, hasfoundedan organiza-
tioncaledtheCitizens Committeefor the
ColoradoGrizzly. Thesevolunteerscon-
tinue to scour the wildernessfor signsdf
grizzlies, and therehavebeenanumber o
undocumentedsi ghtingssi ncethelast con-
firmed onewaskilled ins=f defenseby an
outfitterin1979.

If therearegrizzliesremainingin
Colorado, Peacock, whohaswrittenabook
onthesubject, believesthey will befound
in the San Juans, specifically in the upper
reachesof the Piedra watershed. Underthe
stressd’ coexistingwithhumans, grizzlies
often abandon their usual barren habitats
and head for theforests.. likethoseal ong
thePiedraThestressd humancontacta so
causes the bearsto become more noctur-

ndl... certainlyanencouragingthought for
paddlers planning overnight tripson the
river. Sweet dreams!

But grizzlies or no grizzlies,
whitewater paddl erswhotacklethePiedra
are guaranteed a real eyeful d natural
wonder. Riverotterswerereintroducedto
thePiedraseveral yearsago (asdocumented
intheMarch/ April 89issued American
Whitewater). Perigrinefdconssoar over
thevalley and muledeer arecommon. Al
thingsconsidered, thePiedraisclearlyone
d the most beautiful whitewater runsin
thewest.

Described asalittlesister to the
magnificent Animas, thePiedraflowsout
d theSanJuanswithacharmdl itsown.
WhiletheAnimasflowsbetween towering
pesksand throughanexpansivevalley,the
Piedraflowsthroughaseriesd threepre-
«Cipitous box canyonsand steep, forested
dopes ThePiedraoffers technica pool drop
rapids,incontrasttothebigwater actiond
theUpper Animas.

The Piedrais more mdlow and
intimatethantheA nimasandi ssomewhat
less intimidating, but this twenty mile
stretchd classlIIl, IV and, at higher levels,
V whitewater requires advanced boating
skills. ThePiedraflowsthrough apristine
‘wildernesssetting; between the put-inat
PiedraRoad Bridgeabout ten milesnorth
d PagosaSpringsand thetake-out at the
Lower Piedra Campground upstream o
lhighway 160 there is only one point o
a00ess.. theHunter Campground. Themost
difficult rapidson therun lie jus down-
streamd thissitein abox canyon; boaters
whohaveexperienceddifficultiesupstream
would dowell tostop here.

H

Atlowerlevelsmany partieselect
toput-inat theHunter Campgroundsince
theupper reachesd therunlieabovesev-
eral mgjor tributari esandhencecanbeabit
bony. A Forest Service Road parallelsthe
river from Hunter Campground downon
river left, but it runs high on a ridge,
generallymorethanahdf mileaway from
theaction.

But if there is adequate flow, |
prefer to runtheentireriver. Admittedly
thelower sectionismoreexcitingthan the
upper, but the upper portiond the river
passesthrough somefantastically beauti-
fulrock formationsthat arenot tobe missed.

In the box canyon bel ow Hunter
Campgroundthereare at least six classlV
or Vrapidsthat commandattention. Maogt
areshort, steep eastern styledrops. One...
the Mud Slide Rapid... wasformed asre-
centlyas1979. Sincetheapproachtosome
d theserapidsisblind, savvy boaterstake
timetoscout, sincel ogscoul d createpoten-
tial deathtrapshere. At higherlevelsthis
section d the river becomes very pushy
and isbest |ft to theexperts.

Optimal flowson the Piedraoc-
cur with snowmelt in late May and early
June, generally when the Animasisrun-
ningat greater than 2000cfsin Durangoor
the San Juani srunninggreater than700c¢fs
at PagosaHowever,snowpack and meltin
thevariousportionsd theSanJuanwater-
shedisvariableand unpredictable,
s0 that the advisability o attempting the
run is best made by checking the river
yoursdlf.

And whileyou're eyeballingthe
river... keep aneyeout for thosebears!

o000
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A steep ledge on the Piedra...with higher levels the riverprovidesa challenging run.

Mesa Canyon: San JuanRiver
by JulieTrogdon

Notdl d thewhitewater in the
San Juanwatershed isd the hair raising
variety. A numberd runsareappropriate
choicesfor beginnersand i ntermedi ates.

For instance, the San Juan, from
thetown d PagosaSpringsto Trujillo, of-
fersal6 milescenictrip through theSan
JuanNational Forest and the Southern Ute
Indian Reservation.

KnownasMesaCanyon, thissec-
tiond theSan Juanisgraced by sky high
ponderosa pines, junipers and cotton-
woods. Bird watchers may spot golden
eagles red-tailedhawks westernbluebirds,
tanagers, warblers and many species d
ducks.

Likemost riversinsouthwestern
Colorado,MesaCanyonisbest paddledin
latespring and early summer... when the
flow at Pagosaishigher than800cfs. The
runconsistsmostly d classII whitewater
witha30foot/ milegradient, enoughthat
alazy paddler wouldhardly haveto puta
paddle in the water except to dodge an

occasional rock. Thisis not the kind d
whitewaterlikely to bruiseyour ego.

I have had the pleasured pad-
dlingMesaCanyontwice. Bothtimesmy
companionswereboatersd thei nsanecat-
egory who had spent the previous days
tackling thehardestriversin theregion;the
Upper Animas, the East Fork o the San
Juan,HermosaCreek and theupper Bax d
theRio Grande. They weres umming,and
certainly would not appreciateword get-
tingout that they hadcruised anoviceriver
withanoviceboater suchasmysdlf,sodas,
they must go unnamed. Nonetheless, I'm
quitecertainthat they foundMesaCanyon
aguilty pleasure, anopportunity toenjoy a
relaxingfloat throughsomedelightful scen-
ery, instead d being terrorized by killer
rapids.

O course my companionsman-
aged tofind aseriesd holesabout seven
milesinto the run where they could seek
redemption by practicing every imagin-
ableway to surf their kayaks. But, to my
mind, surfingthehot springsat theput-in
at Pagosaissurely the best way to cap off
thisfinerun.

35

Eadg Fork of the San Juary San Juan
by Richie Hughes

Thisconvenientrun, justnorthof
Pagosa Springs, should be astaplein the
whitewaterdiet o boatersvisitingtheSan
Juans. Thisgem, tucked awaybetweenthe
Piedrawatershedand thewatershedd the
Rio Grande, featuresmostly classllland IV
water. with aconvenient shuttleon roads
that are never far from theriver, but are
unobtrusive. Most boaterswill probably
spend two or threehourson thisrun.

Boaterscomfortableon technical
water borderingonclass Vmay dect toput
in above the Sand Fork confluence three
milesabovethe junctiond theWest and
East Forksd theSan Tuan.

Less competent boaters should
skiptheEagt Forkand put-innear theWest
Fork junction, sincetherunismostlyclass
III-IV beyond that point.

A bridgeon alocd road just off
highway 160, about nine miles north d
Pagosa, serves asan acceptable take-out.
Not far below the confluenced the Eagt
Fork and Sand Creek, theEast Fork drops
through atight, steep gorge, about amile
long, that containsanumber d large boul-
dersand pourovers. Unfortunately this
portiond theriver, whichdropsat amore
than150feet / mile, often captureslog strain-
ers. For thisreason the canyon should be
scoutedfromthecliffsalongriverright...it
will be necessary to abandon your car to
accomplish this. At higher levelsthissec-
tionwould meritan honest classV rating.

Downgtreamd thisgorge, theEast
Fork providesclassIll and IV action; but it
isstill necessary tobe vigilantfor strainers,
since the river is quite serpentine in its
course. Theflow doublesand theriverbed
widensconsiderablyafter thejunctionwith
theWest Fork, reducingtherisk d entrap-
ment. However, abrokendownlow-head
damlocated several milesbelow the junc-
tionmight presentahazard at somelevels.

Unfortunately the East Fork val -
ley is apparently being threatened by a
proposal to open a ski resort within the
National Forest, upstreamd therun men-
tioned here. Such a devel opment would
amostcertainly damage theriver, sincethe
valleyisquitenarrowand anywideningdf
theroad would surely compromisetheri-
verbed. Loca conservationorganizations
areopposi ngthedevel opment, citingpre-
exigtingskicomplexes nearbyat Purgatory
and Wdlf Creek asmorethan adequateto
meet the demand for ski servicesin this
area.



CORSICA EXOTICA

By LEE BELKNAP

| wasstanding aloneby theroad T

atthe put-intotheGravonariverineastern
Corsca. Asl pulled on my spray skirt, a
short, thin, well weathered and very irate
farmer came running around the VW
camper from down the street. Since |
couldn't understand a word he said, |
shrugged. The man quickly figured out
how usdlessl wasand ran ashort distance
past mewhilel wonderedif | wasgoingto
be dlowed to join my friends who were
puttingin acrossthefield that | ay between
meand theriver.

Thegroupwasstillinsight. Ear-
lier| had expectedtoget readywhileshuttle
wasbeing run. Thelanguagebarrier had
preventedmefromlearningd thechanged
plansd onegroupmemberwhodecidedto
conservethebottomd hisboat and spend
theday shuttlingfor us. From that point
until now, | wasabout 2 minutes behind
everyone.

| could see therest o the group
wasdown by theriver. Haf d them had
taken the most obvioustrail to theriver,
stepping over abed frame that made up
partd afence. Themanhad justruntothe
trail the other helf d thegroup had taken—
awide, overgrownroad bed with aheavy
brushpileblockingit. Hebegan frantically
rearrangingthisbrush pilewhilecontinu-

ingtoydl at me.

It didn't take me much time to
figureoutthat thebrush pilewaspartd his
fence and my friendshad in effect left it
open. At one point he used 2 fingersfrom
each hand to demonstrate horns coming
outd hishead. | recognizedthe'horns' as
anattempttosay that hewas tryingtokeep
inhis"GOATS" Asl wasabout ready to
start walking totheriver, hemotionedfor
meto usethe bed frametrail. | gratefully
joined my group.

Likemost d theriverswedid on
thistrip, theGravonawaskind d ...er, low.
Wl actually, verylow. Infact, I learned a
new definitionfor low. Thebeginningd
thisverylongrun waspastoral classland
2 Atonepointearly on,inaswift moving
bend in theriver, amember d our group
decided to do some tree climbing on a
strainer.

Soon, theriver began to steepen.
For the most part thewater channelized,
but scraping on rockswastheruled the
day. Theriver beganflowingthroughlong,
continuousrockgardensasJulieand | tried
tomaneuver our heavy bargesthroughthe
mazed rocks.

We came up on a blind drop.
Ziggy, our skilled guide dropped into a
dot, arounda garagesized boulder and out

T o sight. Thenext guy soonfollowed, then

Gerd. and then Tuie When | entered the
dotand madetheturn, | found aoneboat
eddywith Julieinthecurrent next toit, and
Gerd ameter ahead d her. | wasable to
grabtheeddy and misshittinganyone, but
the next person, Willie, was upon me be-
forel couldleave.

Willie spoke no English, and |
couldn't even spell “Foren langwage”, let
alone speak it. | think he thought | was
eddyhoppingfor thefund itand wasjust
plainin theway (Who Me?). Naturaly,
Julieand Gerd werelong goneby thi stime.
Ashe barkedsomethingat mein German,
| triedtofigureout if hewanted metogoor
stay put. Washetryingtolineup that big
orangetugfor thenextd ot, or for theeddy?
He grew more and more perturbed, and |
more confused. We danced around until
hewasfinally abletotakeaim and godown
the drain. While this was going on, |
realized that it was Willie who was sup-
posedtotakemebacktocampthat evening.
All was forgiven in the eddy below the
drop.

After watchingthetroublehehed
inmaneuveringhisboat, | wasleft withthe
impression that hewasoned thewesker
membersd thegroup. Later, | would find

out howwrong| was.



daysontheisland, and aparticularlyinter- |

esting one both on and off theriver. The |
day had begun with a drive across the |

idand from our campon theAsco river to l

our runontheGravona. Duringthedrive
over the mountain passes we were sur- |
rounded by majestic10,000 ft snowcapped |
peeks, curving roadsand impatient driv- |
erswhowould play chickenwith oncom- |
ingtrafficasthey passed usonthenarrow |
and curving mountainroads. By nowwe
weregettingused tothi sworrisomebehav-

ior when, shortly before reaching the |

"gauge", wewere passed by aracecar. It
wasared liveracel Anditwasaredl live
racecar tool Wewereinthemiddled the
annual road rally.

At thegaugebridgewasthefirst |
d the pit crews. From hereon down the
road there were cars parked along both |

sidesd theroad for miles. Somesmaller | &

carshad been squeezed into non parking
spotsin suchaway that they stuck out a
meter or so (3feet) into the narrow 2 lane
highway. every so often another race car
would speed by.

It waswhilelooking at thegauge
pillar from the bridge that we saw what
wouldsurprisinglybetheonly car wreck of
thewhole trip. It wasaminor, no damage
kind of wreck, but till, Thesedriverswere
nuts. Weekslater, after I'd gone home, |
realized what thesedriversreminded me
of: teenagers. These people drove like
teenagers! | wondered if my acclimatiza-
tiontotheloca drivinghabitswasasigndf
resignationtotheideathatifI wasgoingto
dieonthehighway, at leastit would bein
awonderfullyexoticplace.

Back on the Gravona, wecontin-
ued throughintricateclass3 and4 boulder
fieldsuntil we cameto our first scouting.
Thisrapidswasa boulder garden that be-
ganwithalined bouldersaboveafunnel
went totheleftsided therivertoavoidan
awfulundercut boul derinthecenter right
d theriver.

Rescue ropes for the first yaks
through wereset on both sidesat thetop.
Oneby one, weboofed thefirst drop and
madetheleftturntoavoidtheundercut. A
coupled timessomeonewouldlook alittle
shaky but theywoul d quicklyrecover with
plentyd timetoavoidtheundercut. Thank-
fully, therewerenoflipsand all arrivedat
thebottom safely.

Morerocky class3decent. Some-
timeswewould haveto pushoursel vesoff
rockswithour barehands. Eventualywe

lower our boatshalfway totheriver where -

oned theGermansheld onto usaswegot

-inanddiddowntherock | wondered how
thelast personwassupposedtoget backin
hisboat. When thetimecame, hecarried
hisboat to aflat placetwiceashigh asour
launchandsomehow managedtoavoided
sticking in acoupled pothol esashe tobog-
ganed towardsour previouslaunch posi-
tionand becameairborne.

For the next few milesdf class3
and 4’s, my mind wondered back to the
put-inand somethingl had noticed at the
houseacrossthehighway. Whilewewere
gettingready, | had noticedthatin front of
thishousewasawoman in her latetwenties
whohad stepped out d her front door and
was waving awhite and black Corsican
flagat passer's by. Occasionalyshewould
waveher handsat friendswhowould honk
back. | wascuriousand asked Gerd why
shewasexhibitingsuch strangebehavior.

Gerd explained that houses dis-
playing the Corsican flag would be l€eft
untouched theduring thelocal separatist
movement's next act d vandalism. | felt
sorry for her, and lucky for mysdf that |
didn't havetoworry about such absurdi-
tiesat home. Thiswastheonly in person
event of dissatisfactionamong the local
islanders towards their French "' occupi-
as', butstoriesand graffitiwereplentiful.
AllThad toworry about wasgettingdown
thisriver.

Wehad cometo another big rap-
ids. Thisonewasdifficultto scout, but a
route down the amost dry left wall pre-

arrived at the next big rapids where we® vented anasty portage. Near the bottom,

scouted and decided to takea hike. The

portageended at adiff wherewe had to

wheretherapi dswassteepest, wasaguar-
anteedvertical pininabout aninchd wa-

ar

ter. We were able to extricateourselves
unassisted without gettingoutd our barges

As the day got longer, the con-
tinuousnessd theriver didn't let up for
longuntil wereachedthebackwater d a35
ft. dam. Webeached aboveit heaved our
boatsontoour shouldersand begancarry-
ingaround it. Thepart d thekneebraces
thatrestedon my shoulder broke. Th Swas
supposedtobeaverysturdy barge(l mean
boat)!. Aswecarried| waitedfor aspell at
a hidden turn in the trail to alert others
behind me, thenwalkeddowntotheriver.
When | set the boat down, a large frog
jumped out. He had been in therefor at
least part o the trip, and possibly since
camp. Poor guy!

Aswegot back in, thunderheads
began swarming aboveus. Soon it was
raining,and thenthundering. | havenever
been comfortable with the "safe in the
gorge" theory o stormy paddling, but the
practiceissonormal that | generdlyletthe
rest o thegroupdecideif weshould con-
tinue, If wedo, then| at least attemptstay
near the shore. (Hasanyone ever experi-
encedtroublewithlightning?if so, let me
know.) Since the rest d the group was
ignoringthestorm, Julieand | continued
withthem.

Atoned thelongsteeprock gar-
dens, Julietook off down the rapidsand
bounceddf al ot rocks. Suddenly,while
shewas abouttwothirds down, something
caught my eye off to theleft, about two
thirds] d theway up thescrubby hillside.
When my eyesturned tothat position, the
lightningbolt wasgone, but theexplosion
on the ground was not. It looked and



soundedlikeascud had madea direct hit.
Thebrightflashwasimmediatel yfollowed
by avery sharpthunderclap and apuff d
smoke. Juliewasadmonished at the bot-
tomfor makingso muchnoi sewhenshehit
that rock. Thestorm subsided soon fter,
andJulieand | enjoyedtheluxuryd having
someonee sedrive usback to camp.

ThiswasCorsicaor Corseas both
thelocal inhabitants, and the French who
"occupied theislandcaledit. Amongthe
whitewater community theidand has a
reputationfor some d the toughest and
most beautiful whitewater riversin the
world. Infact, most paddlers| had talked
toseemed to believethat thereisonly one
kindd whitewater availableontheisland:
class 56 hair. | must admit that | had
thought thesamething until Julieinvited
meto join her onthistrip.

Julieand | had comehereon the
invitationd her Germanfriend Fred. Fred
and many d therestd thegrouphad been
kayakingin Europefor 30years. 22 years
ago, they beganexploringCorsica. For 20
d theyearssince, theseguyshaveexplored
every corner d theisland. In many cases
they bagged first descentson runs that
haves ncebecomeworld renownclassics
and have been the subjects d countless
postersand magazinecovers.

| had ahard timeimaginingJulie
havingagoodtimeonsuchriverssinceshe
usually preferred runs in the more com-
fortableclass4tolow5range. Myinstincts
told methat there had to be abroader range
d adifficulty than wasgenerally known.
Beddes | reasoned,why would theseguys
inviteher if shewasn't goingto beableto
paddle with them? After asking some
questions, | becamesatisfied thatwewould

haveplenty d runsin her rangetochoose
from. What?Goto Corsicato paddleclass
4? Wdlwhy not? | washereby invitation
d Julieand her hogt, and besides, | had
never been to this place before. | didn't

mindif the new rivers| paddled werenot
thehardest available, they would bethere
for thenext time.

Another factor to consider were
the boats we were borrowing. Until we
were picked up at the airport, We didn't
know what to expect. Fred had brought3
boats, Oned themwasd thedesignthat
Williepaddled. Itwasful [ regulationlength,
full height, and empty weighed 75pounds.
For thefirst few daysl wasableto paddle
oned theother 2boats d apopular desigh
(brandnot specified to protect theguilty),
and found it to beasheavy asmy popular
Americanplasticboat full d campinggear!

After afew daysl wasfinally ac-
customed tothe boatand had togive it back
toFred. That put meinthebigboat, andin
thesamesituationasWillie. Only, hecould
maneuver thething. It wasthen that | fig-
ured out how wrong | wasabout Willie's
Kill. I didn't havethestrengthtodohdf o
thethingshecould with that boat. Some-
oneasked mehow | liked theboat and my
reply dubbed theboat theAircraft Carrier.
Many timesI'd find mysdf aboveanarrow
twisting channel in an otherwisedry rap-
ids and wonder how this big thing was
supposedto makesuch turnsin such nar-
row and swift places. It keptsurprisingme
when somehow successwoul d occur.

| wasaso surprised that thesize
and weight o theboat didn't Prevent me
fromenjoyingtherivers. Many timesin the
past| haveborrowedfull length, 40 pound
kayaksandwonderedwhy I hadbothered.
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Eventhe “easy” Corsicanriverswereinter-
estingenough at low water to causesuch
problemsto beforgotten.

Thereweremany other runssmi-
lar to the run on the Grovona. Therewas
TheAsoo, astandardwarmup runwithan
upper sectionwithhintsd an easy Weatauga
Our firstcampwasherecompl etewithcold
showersand aview d the highest (10000
ft) peak on theidand.

Therewasthe Golo nearby with
countless quality class 3 rapids and fast
current when therapidsdidn't move. At
onespotwefoundashallow funnelleading
intoarecircul atinghol eat thebeginningd
anarrow dot. Thereweretail endersand
plenty d airtime to be had here and the
second or third person through left his
paddlewedged across theslotabout4inches
above the water. | was amazed &t the
resiliency d thebladeasit bent 90 degrees
3 or 4 inches back from the tip. Upon
release, the blade sprang back to norma,
apparently with no harm done. Thesurf-
ingherewaskind d interestingtoo!

On day four, theTravignano be-
cameour first taste d Corsicawith water.
This nesat river carved its classIII rapids
intothebedrockcreatingl ow,narrow can-
yonsthatwerevery beautiful . Atonepoint
intherun weemerged from atwisty can-
yonthat wasonlysdlightlywider thanaboat
length to find ourselvesconfronted by a
nasty looking horizonlinethat our hosts
had uncharacteristicallynot warned usof.
By thetimewecould figureout that all was
wdl, wehad alreadyflushed past theinno-
centclass2ledge. Weall enjoyed theprank.
Near thetakeout wepassed under another
oned Cordicas bridges.

Ah yes, thebridges. Theidand
wasfull o old arch bridgesbuilt o stone.
Sometimeearly in the trip we discovered
that these bridgeshad been built between
the12th and 17th centuriesby thecity o
Genoa, the occupiersd theisland during
thosetimes. They weremagnificent,and |
wonder to thisday, how many o today's
wonder bridges will still be standinginthe
25thcentury. I'd betthe Corsicanbridges
will be.

TheLower Travowaswherelfirst
tried out the boat Fredlovingly called"'the
BigShip"'. Onthisdewateredrunwefound
Zillionsd gnarly low water classIV’s. |
couldn’t believetheintricatechannel sthey
expected meto navigatewith thislog. At
one point | wasasked to go ahead in one
particularlyshallowspot to plowachannel
for therest. It almost worked.

Oneparticular rapidsd notewas
abouta4ft.dropintoarockpile. Therewas
one point to place our nose and a micro



eddy at thetop. Tolineup properlyfor the
drop, onehad toslowly back ferryintothe
microeddy acrossswirlingcurrentsabove
an impossible rock pile. Once there, we
wereinstructedtogodowly over theedge
d thedrop with our nosesin the proper
place. Itworkedand thecurrentstook over
and delivered usto thebased therapids.
Thistrip had begunin themiddled snow
capped pesksand ended withinsightd the
Mediterraneansea

The Solenzara was a river the
Germanshad rarely been able to paddle.
By thistimein the trip, we were getting
daily thunder storms, althoughthemoun-
taintopsweredtill receivingsnow (wedrove
through some the other day). Thiswas
enough to bring the river up to a bardy
runnablelevel. Inoned thefirstrapids, |
foundmyselfin theaircraftcarrierwithmy
nosestuck betweentwo rockson theright
shoreand my tail caught between the2 ft
dropl'd justrunand theleft shore— 3feet
fromtheright shore. Theboatwastoolong
and thehundred or so CFS that wasland-
ingon my right rear flight deck wastrying
toflipme. AsIcarefully probedthewaters
behindme, | discoveredthat asl backedup
twothingswould happen: that oneflight
deck got heavier, and my nose became
elevated. A few more probesand | was
ready to carefully raise my nose up and
over thefoot high rock that had stopped
me. | wasfreeand onmy way.

Several milesaway | redlized that
while | wasworking my way out, water
hadworkedits way in. Thecombinationd
boat, water and me must have weighed
over300pounds! Later ill, | foundahole
in the deck with a missing plug that fun-
neled water in. | plugged it with atwig.
Onceagain, wefound our takeoutapool or
twoabovesalt water.

With 3daysleft, welooked at the
Fium Orbo. Too high—they ssid—Well
comebackinacoupl eof days. | toldJulieto
take apictured whatlooked lowtome. |
wanted to be able to remember this new
definitiond highwater.

Instead we paddled the Lower
Travignano. Thiswas a short run with
plenty d water. Plenty o classIIi rapids
with diagonal surfingwavesdl over the
place. Inanotherboat, | could haveplayed
my lifeaway. Inthisboat | wasgtill ableto
enjoy maneuvering through the boulder
gardens. | could hear enders out there
callingme, but never really had thechance
nor themuscl eto discover their hideouts.

Our Grandfinalebrought usback
tothe Fium Orbo. Thiswashilled tobean
honesthard classIV-Vrun. Andsoitwas.
Thetripbeganinalittlecreek aboutsx feet

widewithchutesthat narrowedtotwofeet
wide. Thestreamwovethroughsteep boul-
dersfor aboutahundred yardsbeforejoin-
ingthecreek.

| found mysdf transported back
hometotheWatauga! Theriverevenlooked
like the Watauga. The only differences
were the actual routes taken and the
snowcapped peaksway aboveour heads. |
found mysdf singing to mysdf as we
workedour way downthiswonderful gem.
A coupled times, we had to scoot our-
slvesover shdlowrockstoavoidadowned
tree.

Towards the end, we could see
theroad, and theriver steepened. Aninno-
centlooking’S” shaped rapidshidaholein
it's middle.Wehadaswimmer. Thesvim-
mer madeit to shoreand Ziggy with the
help d someonedsewasableto grabthe
boat asit attemptedasolorun over aclass
V waterfal. The paddlewasfoundin an
eddy in the pool below, just above our
planned takeout aboveaclass VIwaterfall.
Theclass Vwasasliding 10footer intoaboil
pushinginto theleft wall.

Momentumat thebottom had to
besupplementedby hard paddlingto get
over the boil and down stream. The pad-
dler beforemeended uprollingintheeddy
ontheright, but had topaddlevery hard to
get from that eddy through the boil and
downstream. | wasluckier. Severd inthe
group ran asneak slidetotheright d the
mai ndroponly tohavetoportageoutd the

eddy!

Wefound ourselveslingering at
thetakeoutandexpl oringthe drops down-
stream. Theclass VI wasdirectly under a
narrowfootbridgewithnorailing. Wehad

-

tocrossit to get to the panther creek style
takeouttrail.

The next drop was runnable. It
wascaled" TheRocket". It wasapitcher
stylewaterfall perhapsinthe20foot neigh-
borhood. Torunit would probably show
of the reason for its name as one would
surelyrocketout d thewater onamassive
tail ender. Nobody in any d the groups
presentwererunning it that day
though, theportageout d thecal dron pool
below the rocket was too much trouble.
Besdes most d thegroupsweregoingon
downstreamwhichmeant aquarter tohaf
mile portage down a goat path. Thishad
been our original plan, but timewasrun-
ningout on Ziggyour tri pleader,ashehad
aneveningferrytocatch later thatevening.

AftersayinggoodbytoZiggyand

| somed theothers, wereturnedtoour last

nightin camp. Thenext morningJulieand
Iwerepackedearlyfor thelongplaneflight
homeand had sometimetokill.

For thelast hdf of thetripwehad
beenstayinginacampgroundon the Medi-
terranean. Wewentfor onel astwal konthe
beach. Aswewalked in the cold surf we
could see what made this island the
whitewater heavenit was. Inthedistance
thebeach stretched intowhat looked like
thecliffsof BigSur. Astheeyefollowedthe
diffsupridgestowardstheinterior d the
island, one found majestic snow capped
pesks. Still farther inland, the pesksrose
into the stormy clouds as they reached
altitudescloseto10,000ft. L ater, whenwe
took off for Paris, we could see patchesd
bluesky between those peaksand clouds.
| think welll both beback.



Election featuresfull date of candidates

Voting procedures

The 1991 AWA Board of Directorselection featuresafull
slate of candidates from across the country. Newly approved
directors will assist the AWA in its expanding programs and
conservationefforts.

To be seated on the Board, candidates need to receive
approvalonover50% of the returnedballots. Please completethe
attachedballot and return by mail before January 15,1991.

fhave accomplished a great deal, but there is much more to be
__done.

| believe that the AWA must continue to be active in all

" aspects of whitewater recreation: safety, communication, spon-
| soring special events and, mostimportantly, river conservation.

Of course, no individual can effectively address all of

Tthese concerns directly. Eachdirectormustevaluate his or her own
| interests and talents before choosing an area of service to focus
T"on. During my tenure with the AWA | have volunteeredat

"“each of the Gauley River Festivals and | served as one of the
estival Coordinators several years ago. | have also been active
Inseveralriver conservationand managementinitiatives, primarily
~ [ involving the Upper and Lower Youghiogheny. But my biggest
. contributionhas involved the production of this magazine.

i Working as one of the editors of American Whitewater
"has been a rewarding, frustrating, enlightening, time consuming
and fascinating challenge. Besides contributing several feature
articles each year, | am responsible for soliciting and editing
—materialsfromotherwriters. Thisbringsmein contactwith boaters
rom around the country, and, by definition, keeps me involvedin
TAWA'’s safety and conservation activities. As a liaison between
~thesetwo committeesandthe magazine, | functionas a conduitfor
"informationto our readers. Thisis animportantrole, sinceinsights
~ Linto river safety must be shared to have an effect, and since this
magazine is the best means we have to mobilize support for our
T organization's conservationprojects.

I share Chris Koll's commitment to make American
“T"Whitewater the best semi—professional whitewater publication
“Taround, and, if reelectedto the AWA Board of Directors, this willbe
““my principle goal. By continuing to improve the quality of the
T materialthat we publish, we can insure that the AWA continue to
“be effective in representing the interests of whitewater boaters
:around the country.

Bob Gedekoh

Elizabeth, Pa. o

I have been active in whitewater sports for more than a
decade, and, with each passing year, my interestin and commit-
ment to our the rivers has grown. Last year | spent close to one
hundred days on the water; paddling in Colorado, New Mexico,
Idaho, West Virginia, North Carolina, Maryland, Tennessee and
Pennsylvania. Whitewater recreationand rivers are important to
me, not only because | enjoy the challenge or running rapids, but -
because | have come to value the beauty and integrity of free-
flowingwater.

Over the years | have taken a lot of pleasure from |
riversport, andl feelobligedtoworktowards makingcertainthatthe
next generation of boaters willhave the same opportunitiesthat |
have had. |

I know from experience that no other organization ad-
dressestheissueof whitewaterriverpreservationas effectivelyas
the AWA and | am proud to be running once againfor a position on
the Board of Directors. During my tenure on the Board | have had
the privilege to meet and work with a number of incredibly bright, -
enthusiasticand dedicatedpeople. The currentBoardrepresents
an amazinglydiverse group of peoplein terms of specificinterests
and lifestyles, yet there is a tremendous bond between us, based
on our shared commitmentto whitewater boating. As a group we

['Rick Alesch
. Denver, CO



General"nominated me for the AWA board at the Gauley Festival
this year. How could | possibly refuse, especially after being
urinatedon atlastyear'sfestival, beingropedinto countingmoney
allnightatthisyear'sfestival,andrunningPillow Rock upsidedown
(rolling at the bottom, of course) infront of more boaters thanl have
ever seenonariver atoneplaceduring20yearsrunning whitewater.

I have paddled whitewater streamsin canoes, rafts, and
kayaks. | have to admit that most of my runs are in plastic boats,
which are the norm out west. | have been a member of AWA for
about a dozen years, serving as the Rocky Mountain Regional
Coordinatorfor thelasttwo. lhave benactiveinthe Colorado White
Water Association for about as many years, serving on the board
as Conservation Director and River Management Director for
about half of that time. I have spent a great deal of time in recent
yearsworkingto preserve whitewater streamsinthe Rocky Moun-
tainregion and devoting a concentrated effort to maintain access
to the Numbers section of the Arkansas River in Colorado.

Asan AWA Boardmember Iwould continueto fightfor fair
andreasonablerecreation use regulations on rivers managed by
government agencies (see my article in July/August issue of the
Journal). For example,l am currently working on an appeal of new
Bureauof Land ManagementregulationsforWestwaterCanyonin
Utahthatrequire,amongotherthings,day-tripkayakersto carryan
extralife jacket and a "human waste carry-out system." Can you
visualize doing a pop-up while carrying a container in the back of
your boat with your buddy's manureinit? While | support environ-
mental protectionstipulations, | think the BLM has gone too far on
this one.

I willalso continue our efforts to save whitewater streams
that are constantly threatened by development pressures. | will
work to increase membership among western boaters to make
AWA amore nationalorganization.l promiseto submitatleastone
artide of my own to the Generalthat doesn't whine about conser-
vationissues. Finally, I will work hard to convince Gary and Carla
to use contraceptives at all times to keep their genes from spread-
ing into the population.

Lee Belknap
Lexington, VA

Inthe last decade and a half thatI've been paddling, I've
seenthe sport grow from a small focused group of "crazies"to the
large diverse sport we see today. During that time, I've had the
privilege to paddle with some of the most interesting people in
some of the most wonderful and remote places left on this conti-
nent: its wild rivers.

Over the years|'ve followed and appreciatedwhat AWA
has been doing for us, not only with conservation, but also with
AWA’s commitment to river safety. As the sport has grown and
diversified, the work tobe doneinthe area of safetyhas grownwith
it. As a paddler | have seen more than my share of emergencies.
Working with the safety surveys as an AWA regional coordinator
has allowed me to put some of this experience to good use. |
elected to the AWA board, | hope to continue to expand AWA's
efforts in this area.

My philosophy towards the sport has always been that
paddlingriversis something we do as a challenge and for fun. To
me, river safety is as much a part of the sport as dodging rocks--
come to think of it, much of the time that's all it is: Dodging nasty
rocks. River safety is not about the kind of burdensome rules and
statsthatonly servetolimitthe enjoymentandadvancementof the
paddler. That's what regulators do--and what AWA has always

an:i of Directors Election

Imagine who surprised and honored | felt when "the T

fought. The last thing any of us wants is some regulator telling us
how to protect ourselves from ourselves.

To me river safety is the knowledge and skills that make
it possible to get from the top to the bottom of a rapids. | am a
believerintheideathat withreasonable precautions, paddlingcan
be assafeorsaferthan the drive to the put-in, evenonthe toughest
of rivers. AWA will continue encouraging safe boating, even out
there on the edge, and | would like to become an AWA director to
help expand that effort.

Bill Hildreth
Cohasset, MA

| have been involvedin whitewater activities since 1965.
I am currently the AWA Regional Coordinator for Massachusetts,
and am one of the founders as well as a member of the Board of
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Directorsof New England FLOW. As arepresentativeof AWA and -
FLOW, | have been actively involved in negotiations with New
England Power Company (NEPCO) in an effort to ensure that
whitewater recreationis giventhe major considerationit deserves
with regard to the relicensing of eight projects on the Deerfield
River in Massachusetts and Vermont.

As an AWA Director | would continue to actively focus
efforts on 1) access to rivers; 2) striving for balance between
commercial interests and the concerns of private boaters; 3)
putting water back into dryways; 4) other activities which promote
whitewater boating while protectingriver environments.

Susan Gentry
TN

| appreciate the work AWA does and would like to be-
come more involvedin the organization. | have beeninvolvedin
the lasttwo Ocoee Rodeos, both as a competitor and as a worker,
as well as the last couple of Gauley Festivals. | have agreed to
coordinate the 1992 Ocoee Rodeo, and look forward to putting
together this popular event.

I have been an avid kayaker for six years. | firstbecame
interested in the sport while participatingin a two-month Outward
Bound Leadership course in Maine, whichinvolved canoeingand
sea kayaking. When the course ended, | was concernedthat my
life would return to the same old boring, inactive state that it had
beenin prior to the course. But after working for six months, | was
able to scrape up enough money to purchase the kayak that
changed my life.

Since that time, | have spent almost every weekend
paddlingsomewhere. Most of my boating has beenin the South-
east, but | have also paddled a lot in West Virginia, the Grand
Canyon, Idaho and Chile. Steepcreeksand squirt boating are my
favorite types of paddling. This year | started boating the Narrows
of the Green and really started enjoying that river. | also enjoy
competing in whitewater freestyle competitionsand have won the
Women's Expert Squirt Boating Competition at the Ocoee Rodeo
for the last two years. A certified ACA Kayak Instructor, | have

“servedas training director for the Georgia Canoeing Association.
I now work part time in real estate and have free time for
workingon AWA events. I think rodeosfadlitatealot of excitement
for the sport. They bring people together, and this encourages
growth and developmentof ideas, as well as money to help save
our precious rivers. Kayaking has given me more excitement,
more fun and more wonderful new friendsthan | ever dreamed of
| having. I hope | canrepay the rivers by becoming more involved
with AWA. Coordinatingthe 1992 Ocoee Rodeois a challengethat
I am really excited about and eagerly look forward to doing.

Diana Holloran
Ducktown, TN

| I am an owner of Ocoee Rafting, and I've been active in
the AWA for the last five years. | feel the AWA is a growing and

changing organizationand | have beenlucky to be one of the ones
involvedin the changes.

| feel that my contribution with the Ocoee Rodeo and
different functions is a small part, but the benefits of bridgingthe
gap betweenrafting companies and boaters us a valuable one.

I will continue to do my share to what time allows if
reelectedto the Board.

I have beenaboaterfor the last tenyears, seeyou onthe

river.

Peter N. Skinner P.E.
West Sand Lake, NY

AWA newcomers might not know much about me. I and
my wife Bonnie and 2 boys live outside Albany, New York. Since
1970, I have earned my living as the Director of Scientistsin the
NYS Attorney General's Environmental Litigation Bureau on big
cases like the Chicago Diversion and Love Canal cases, etc.,
somehow sandwichingkayakingon challengingrivers from Alaska
© Chile in between. My engineering/law experience has come in
nandy during the 1980s when | was instrumental in sparking
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Bob Glanville
Buffalo, NY

Three years ago you elected me to your Board of Direc-
tors. As aresult, | have hadthe privilege of workingclosely with an
extraordinarily energetic, creative and effective group of people
from across the nation on issues such as river conservation,
access and safety.

During the last three years, AWA has nearly doubled its
membershipand has become one of the most effectiveadvocates
in the countryfor the interests of whitewaterenthusiasts. We have
had some significant accomplishments over those years and |
hope that | have made some small contribution to that success.

. Muchremains to be done.

While the current economic climate has, at least tempo-
rarily, diminished the hydropower threat, issues of access and
recreational water releases have come to the fore, particularlyin
New York. For some two years we have been engagedin negoti-
ating a comprehensive access and release agreement with a
major New York publicutilitywhose hydropower projects are up for
relicensing. Shouldthose negotiationsfail, we will almost certainly
intervenein the ensuing Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
relicensing proceedings. If we're not successful there, our last

._resort will be in the Courts. | would like to continue to be involved
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AWA's aggressive small hydro oppositionefforts. I'm particularly=-

proud of such successes as the recreational agreements on the
Blackand Moose Rivers and our nationwiderelicensingprogram.
In 1989, Perceptionnamedme River Conservationistof the Year.

Thelast timel ranfor Director, | offeredto do what| could
to accelerate AWA's rehabilitation. Result, AWA has enjoyed a
stunning recovery, not just because of my work, but because we
have created a Team with concrete purpose backed by excellent
fiscal management and executive support. Our membership has
doubled; our safety, festivals, conservationandregionalcoordina-
tor programs are flourishing; we have the most energetic set of
Directors ever; our Journal has become the talk of the paddling
community and on time; and our finances are rock solid.

Whydolwantto continuebeinga Director?While helping
to rebuild AWA has been very satisfying, | want very much to be
partof AWA's fourth decade--the decade whenl wanttohelp AWA
truly flourish. For instance, | would like to help AWA establish a
permanent Gauley Festival Site, implement an effective safety
outreach program, develop a stronger support network for the
Journal editor, create a whitewater river access land trust, and
solidifyanaggressive staffed whitewater protectionand enhance-
ment program. After my 16 years of toil and trouble for AWA, now,
atlast, things are beginningto get exciting and fun. | would hate to
miss a minute in the years to come.

inthat process. I thinkthat my experience and my skillsas alawyer
have prepared me for that task.

| believe thatthe AWA is on the verge of a quantumleap
in effectiveness: the Journalis the best publication of its kind and
has increased our awareness of the importance of conservation
and accessissues, there may now be a criticalmass of members,
active directors, regional coordinators and local volunteers, and,
for the firsttime ever, money. It's an excitingtime to be involved in
this organization and | would like the opportunity to continue to
contributeto its success.




EnD NOTES

November 1,1991

Dear Santa

Let's get right to thepoint. | havebeen avery, very good girl thisyear sol expect alot o very, very nicepresents. |
deserveto berewardedin good measurefor my good behavior: therehad better not beany ashesin my river bootiesthisyear,
Santa, if you catch my drift.

Now, youand | know thatin yearsgoneby | havenot alwaysbeen such agood girl, but then again, | haven't always
gottenthenicest o presentseither. Aluminumkayak paddl es, cheap nylon paddling jackets, Jimmy Buffet tapes.. Comeon, Santa,
you cansurely do better than that.

And Santa, | really havebeen good thisyear. Y our littlespiesmust havetold you that. Oh, | know you think you're ady
dog, that | don't know about thearmy d elvesyou havefollowingmearound. Wdl | do. Sometimesl fed likel'm surrounded by
puny, icky littleguys.

Somed them haveeven had theaudacity to ask meout. Thenthey expect sexual favorsin returnfor agood report to
you. Redlly Santa, consideringtheabusethat | toleratefrom theselittletwerps, you had better comethrough thisyear. Otherwise,
I'm goingto consult Anita Hill; thissoundslikeaclassic cased sexua harassment to me.

Back to the point. Just how good havel been? Very, very good. Not perfect mind, but pretty damned good. Hell, onecan
strive for perfection, but you've got to remember that when agirl goesreachingfor thestars, thenearest oneisfour light years
away and thelength d the averagehuman armisonly a meady threefedt!

Besides, evenyou will haveto admit that my behavior wasalot better thisyear that in previousseasons. Just consider
somed thethingsl didn't dothisyear.

| didn't spread any communi cabl edi seasesafter the party at the National Paddling Film Festival. Lexingtonissafefrom
thenorthernscourge. Now that's really commendable, isn't it?

| didn't flattenany d my rivals tiresat the Upper Yough racethisyear. That's achangefor thebetter.

And | didn't wear my Lady Godiva costumeto the paddlingclub'sHaloween Bdl, did 1? You know, that disappointed a
lotd people, Santa. It had sort o becomeatradition.

Oh, theremay havebeenafew incidentsthisyear, afew, shall wesay, indiscretions. But alot o them can beexplained.
Likethat littlefracasin the bar in Watertownlast summer. Youll haveto admit, that Black River guidereally hadit coming. Whet
asexig! And how wasl to know thesucker had aglassjaw?

Or drillingthoselittleholesin thebow d you know who's boat a theOcoee Rodeo. | just wanted to helpher master the
mystery move. And boy, shesuredid, didn't she?

And that businesswith theranger in Y ellowstone. That wasasmuch Gary's fault asmine. He's the onewho got me
drunk and he's theonewhocrisscrossdoubledared meto doit. Hedeservesmog, if not al, d theblame. Besides, what right does
the Park Servicehavetellingmel can't runariver? Hell, I'm ataxpayer... | pay their salaries!

And whilewere onthesubject o taxpayers.. If Gary Carlson getsnicer presentsthan methisyesr, likehehasin the ped,
| an goingto bereally pi... peeved. Santa, my second cousin Gary hasnever been agood boy, but thisyear he hasbeen particu-
larly nasty.

Did you know, Santa, that Gary writesdff al d hispaddlingexpenses.. dl d histrips, dl d theequipment hebuys?
Claimstobeaprofessional. A professional what, | ask you! Youwon't catch medoingthat... not sincetheaudit, anyway. Ard
did you know that Gary doesnot carry athrow ropeon theriver? Him, d all people. God knowswelve beenthrowingthemto
him oftenenoughlately. O courseyou'd never know that to hear him talk.

You see, hetellsfibs, too. Sayshe never swims. Boy, doesheever haveashort memory. Good thing ! don't! Wll,
enoughd thisfinger pointing. | don't want you tothink that I'm atattletae.

Let's get downtobusiness. So, what do| wantfor Christmas?

I'm not goingto beoned thosebrown nosersthat triesto impressyou by acting selflessand asking for peaceon earthor
anend toworld hunger or Nintendo gamesfor al the poor childrenin Rumania. After al, I'm theonewho hasbeen good, not the
rest d mankind. They haven't beengood &t al. Let themearn their own presents.

First off, | want anew glasskayak. An Extra.. vacuum bagged,-customgraphics, tawny rosewith metal flakewould be
nice, at least asix over sevenlayup. Anddon't skimponthekevlar!

| want aplagtic boat too. One d thosebig, blunt nosejobsto useon theGreen. Any color except blue.

Now, for thebootiestuffers. A few littleoddsand ends. A front entry dry suit would benice, and alight graphitepaddle.
My sprayskirt isleaking, too, so | need anew oned those. Oh, and I'll need ahelmet and lifevest and Pogies, color coordinated to
the Extra You don't want your good littlegirl tolook likesometacky geek, doyou?

Andloadsand loadsd warm, luxuriouspile. Wewouldn't want any d my vital partsto get frozenoff, now would we,
Santa? After all, I'm countingonyou to keep meniceand cozy.

W, that about wraps itup. Youknow wherel live. By theway, I've decided not to set aglassd milk and aplatefull d
cookiesout for you thisyear. Fromwhat I've seend youlately, you're gettingentirely too tubby. Pretty soonyouwon't beableto
fitinvour boat.

o, I've decided toleaveyou a nicespinachsalad with litevinegarettedressing. And don't let mecatchyou routing
around inthecupboardfor croutons.

Well, that's al for now. Just makesurel get what | deserve.

Yourstruly,
CarlaGarrison
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