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BANKSIDE IN ATENT, STAKING YOUR TURF IN A CROWDED RV THE BACK BED OF A LUXURIOUSLY DECKED—OU?;PICK-UP. NO MATTER WHA

YOU KNOW THAT YOUR SOUL SLEEPS MORE PEACEFULLY ALONGSIDE THE RIVER THAN ANYWHERE ELSE IN THE UNIVERSE. WE KN
OURSELVES',;!-'O IT. AND YOU CAN SEE IT IN OUR WHITEWATER BOAT DESIGNS. BOATS LIKE THE NEW AMP — A REVOLUTIONARY NEW DESI
THE CURRENT OF THE RIVER. THIS SERIOUSLY ADVANCED WHITEWATER SCENARIO WiLL PUSH, KAYAKING TO A NEW EXTREME. SO
IT GETS M GOOD NIGHTS REST. BECAUSE,_THANKS TO NEW BOATS LIKE THE AVP, ITS GONNA'NEED IT FOR™A FREE CATALY
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WhiteWater
LoveTrouble

Editor's note: Over the years |
have received many letters from
desperate and forlorn whitewater
boaters, bemoaning the difficulties
they face in reconciling their love
of whitewater with their need for
romantic companionship. /t has
become increasingly apparent to
me that many of the readers of
this magazine, who may even be
competent to tackle turbulent
Class Vt whitewater, are com-
pletely at a loss when it comes to
negotiating the treacherous waters
of romance. To put it bluntly,
when it comes to love, a lot of you
people need help!

| considered addressing these whitewater
love conundrums myself, but decided against
it. Itis no secret that | am single and |
quickly realized, on that basis alone, that
many of you needy souls would scorn my ad-
vice, saying, "What does a single person
know about love and romance?" | could ar-
gue that the very fact that | am single is the
best evidence of my expertise in handling af-
fairs of the heart. To my mind, asking a mar-
ried man for romantic advice is like asking a
man on death row how to rob a convenience
store. But that is just my opinion, and what
do | know?

So, in the end, | decided to look for a real
expert to address these issues for you. The
search for such an authority was difficult;
there just aren't very many psychosexual
psychologists with Class V boating skills in
the world. (Admittedly, there are a lot of
psychos with Class V boating skills, but we

all know how worthless they are!) | was
about to give up when | chanced upon Pro-
fessor Juste Kantgettenuff, Ph.D., Director of
the Division of /nterpersonal Relationships
within the Department of Nuclear Waste Dis-
posal at the University of Helsinki, Poland.
Dr. Kantgettenuff comes to us with excellent
credentials, which include a Noble Prize in
Piecemaking. Dr. Kantgettenuff's notable
conquests include the Class V't
Scaresahelloutame and Idonwannagothere
Rivers in Finland, as well as a number of in-
credibly famous and fabulously endowed
Swedish film starlets.

Starting with this very issue, Dr.
Kantgettenuff's column will address specific
whitewater love trouble questions submitted
by readers. Our new Love Doctor will be
available for ongoing consultation, assuming
he survives the publication of this issue. So,
if you are a whitewater boater having difficul-
ties with affairs of the heart, please submit
your questions to the good doctor through
me, the editor of this magazine. (8245 Men-
tor Road, Elizabeth, Pa. 15037)

Be sure to include your name and address
so that | will know where you live and how
pathetic you are. | promise we won't print
your real name and address in the Love
Doctor's column. Really! Scout's honor!

Bob Gedekoh
Editor, American Whitewater

A LOT TO LEARN

Dear Dr. Kantgettenuff,

Last night | met thisreally great guy ata
bar in the Village. He paid hisway through
Harvard by posing as a model for Esquire.
Now he'saPorsche-drivingventure capitalist
with a penthouse in Manhattan and a
beachfront cabin in the Hamptons. Best of
al, hesays hewantsto learn to kayak! What
do you think?

Goldie Digere
New York, New York

My Dearest Goldie,

The Love Doctor wishes he had a nickel
foreverytimeoneofhisstarryeyedpaddling
companionshasexclaimed," | met thisgreat
gallguy inabar theother night. Andshelhe
wantsto learn to kayak!"

Now, really! At the risk of stating the
obvious, the Love Doctor must point out that
individuals do NOT go to bars because they
wanttolearntokayak. I ndividualswhowant
tolearnto kayak go to kayak schools! Indi-
vidualswho go to barswant to... Well, ifl
haveto tell you what people go to bars for,

you'vebeenspendingentirelytoomuchtime
in your kayak, Miss Digere.

Weall knowthat itis far easier to avoid
entrapment on the river than it isto extri-
cate oneselfonceit hasoccurred. Thesame
iscertainly true for affairsofthe heart.

Granted, theremight beaone-in-a-thou-
sand chancethat thisis not a ruse and that
the felowin question really does have a
genuineinterestinwhitewater. S0, ifyou fed
theimperativeto pursue this fantasyof gos-
samer driftingin the wind, thisis what the
Love Doctor recommends. Next Saturday
escort your Love Candidate to the nearest
Class IV river, wedge his sorry ass into a
kayak, and shove it intothecurrent. Youwill
findout soon enough how strong your poten-
tial paramour's commitment to whitewater
is.

TheLoveDoctor acknowledgesthat there
is the dlight, but undeniable, risk that this
young man will morph, within a matter of
weeks, into a Class V+ boater, and demand
that you accompany him on a dangerous
hair boating spree. Theend result could be
death, or perhapseven worse, humiliation.
It ishard to imagine anything more devas
tating toarelationshipthan teachinganov-
ice to kayak, only to have his ability and
daringsurpassyour own! But fearnot, thisis
most unlikely.

Theoddsareoverwhelmingthat thistaste
ofwhitewater will be morethan enough for
thisNew Yorksissy boy. Onceyou arerid of
him you will be freeto pursue more appro-
priatesuitors. Likethesmelly, loutish scum
that frequentriver festivals,like the oneto
beheld on the Gauleythisvery month. Per-
haps the good doctor will see you there.

THE TROUBLE
WITH THE TRUTH

Dear Dr. Kantgettenuff,

The other night my wife of seventeen
yearsand | were having aterrible argument.
Suddenly shebrokedown into tearsand said,
"Sometimes | think you love that damned
kayak morethan you loveme." How should |
have responded? (I think | may havesaid the
wrong thing.)

Herman Nomore
Omaha, Nebraska

Dear Herman,

There are critical times in every mar-
riagewhenit isabsolutelyimperativeto tell
the truth. Timeswhen honesty is the best
policy. Timestolook your partner intheeye
and bare your soul.

Thiswasdefinitel ynot oneofthosetimes.
Surely youwerenot foolishenoughto admit
to your wifethat you cherish your boat more
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than her! No one could be that stupid!

But youwerethat stupid... weren't you,
Herman?

Well, then you have two choices.

One, get your boat out of the garage
immediately and hideit at a friend'shouse,
then find a very talented divorce attorney.

Or two, grovel. Get down on your worth-
less belly like the snake that you are and
crawl back to your wife begging for mercy.
Let her beat your sorry ass and get it over
with.

And your sorry assis worthless, isn't it,
Herman? Otherwise, why would you be
livinginNebraska? Thousands ofmiles from
decent whitewater! Wheredo you paddle,in
acornfieldirrigation ditch? haveno doubt
that your wifeis a fine woman, much too
good for you. In fact,agoodwomanlikethat
deservesto live in 1daho. Or West Virginia.
Or Colorado. Youshouldsuggest that toher.
Maybeitwillgetyou backinhergoodgraces.

But don't feeltoo badly. Almost all ofthe
Love Doctor's paddling acquaintances have
found significant others that are far, far
better than they deserve. That these der-
elictsmanagetoattract and keep bright and
attractivel ove partnersnever ceasestoamaze
thegood doctor. Intruth, #fmost ofthe Love
Doctor's paddlingcompanionsgot what they
deserve, they would be paired with gross,
stupid and ugly mates. Some of the Love
Doctor'spaddling friendswouldn't even merit
that!

But we all know that in thislife, people
almost never get what they deserve. Andyou
and |, Herman, should be thankful for that.

TO THINE OWN
SELF

Dear Dr. Kantgettenuff,

My wife's cousin Hulga Joy is getting |

married in Akron on September 167 the day
of the Gauley Festival. Last night my wife
told me that if | really wanted to go to the
Gauley more than | wanted to go to Hulga
Joy's wedding, | could. You know perfectly
well what | redly want to do. But, in spite of
my wife's reassurances, | fear there may be
repercussionsif | gototheriver. What doyou
think?

Thomas Titmouse
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Thomas,

How very clever of you to anticipate
trouble. But you should not let fearstandin
your way. Aman hasgot to do what aman
hasgot to do! You must go to theriver and
have a grand time. Asthe great Bard once
said, "To thine own selfbe true." Of course,
pulling thisoffmay requirealittletiny bit of
subterfuge.
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Here is my expert advice. First, you
must convince your wifethat you want to go
to Hulga Joy'snuptialsmorethan anything
intheworld. Expressagreat deal ofinterest
inthe event. Ask what type ofdress Hulga
will bewearing... What typeoffood they will
beserving.. . Whether Uncle Bosco and Aunt
Hildegarde will be making the trip from
Upper Sandusky. _

Once your wife has fallen for this, It is
timeto put phase2into effect. Two or three
nightsbeforetheevent, "arrange” toreceive
a phone call from your paddling buddy,

“ PO Box 636
Margaretville, NY 12455
|
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" James." TalktoJamesinhushed tones/or at
least ahalfanhour. Thenrejoin your wifein
theliving room with a deeply troubled ook
on your face.

Whensheasks whatiswrongsay, "Noth-
ing,really....'mjust concerned about James.
He's only been boating for fivemonthsand
his roll isn't very solid. And he's never
paddled anything harder than the Lower
Yough. But he's absolutely determined to
run the Upper Gauley thisweekend, with or
without me. Isurehopehedoesn'tget hurt."

Now, you must anticipate your wife's

g

3-5B6-2355
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next question. "Why can't James wait till
next weekend to try the Gauley for the first
time?"

| all hiseggsinto asingle basket.” So when

| you return fromthe river, you should have

an alternate plan ready, just in case you get
anicy reception.

ot o But you will beready."Because/ames is
in the Navy and he is shipping out next Thereis, after all, the slight chance that
Tuesday. Poor devil isgoing to be stuck on | your wife might have caught on to your
anuclear sub for the next fiveyears. Under | scheme. So, asa backup, Isuggest feigning
the polar ice cap.” | aninjury when you comehome. Breakopen
After a brief silence your wifewill no | two cheap ballpoint pens and smear black
doubt say, "Maybe you had better goto the | andblueink all over your right knee. Afterit
river with him." | dries, wrap it in anacebandage. Make sure
At this pointintime youmust maintain | to limp through the door.
your composure, Thomas. Thisisacritical |  Ifyour wifeseemsalittletesty, hobbleto
moment, so don't blow it! The correct re- | the freezer and pack your kneein ice. Gri-
sponse is not to leap through the air in | macea lot and look pathetic. Even ifyour
ecstasy. No, now you must appear to be -| wifeis furiousat first, when she sees how
deeply perplexed. And you must say, with | much you are suffering, she will conclude
greatreluctance,“Andmiss HulgaJoy'swed- | that thereisno need to kick your sorry ass.
ding???" | After all, a Higher Power has obvioudy al-
"That'sbetter than/losing a friend,"your I ready punished you for your miserable de-
wifewill no doubt say. | ception. Thenyour dear wife’s ragewill slowly
Now Inok pained, as i fyou are about to | give way to genuine concern, and, finally,
make an incredible sacrifice. Making sure | melt like finechocolate into sweet forgive-
that your voice quiverswith regret say, "1 | ness.
suppose you are right. For James sake | |  Justdon't hamit up too much, Thomas.
guess I'll haveto go to the Gauley.” Irecommend arapidrecovery. Afterall, you
Now tell me, Thomas,isthe Love Doctor | wouldn't want your "injury" to keep you
h not a genius? | fromreturning to the Gauley for the next
One final word of advice, though. My | scheduled release.
old Grandmama, Konnie Kantgettenuft, al-
waysused to say, “4wiseman doesnot put |
Whitewater Dawncer IT
hisvideo has it all! Underwater
olls. the89 Worlds Rodeos. Hot
wave and hole surfing, ClassV wipe- El
* i outs, Tunes by world famous fiddlemaster b T
PAPPA JOHNCREACH! HI-FI 5tereo 55 Min. -
_—_— i NP sy |
 E - Getinto the GRAND CANYON. See the big dropsand an
2 _E__ . == | innertuberun of Lava Falls, with somereally wild tunes.
_' o ‘ f A HI-FI stereo 43 Min.
/ - - “The (4] ;:'fW'!!f-‘i'l]!:”!t!’i' =
, and The Russall Fork R
“See all of thebiggnarly dropson these4 great riversaH on
whitareaztor | onetape! HI-FI ster e0 43 Min. .. i
expoditicons How to Medify a Sabre
forthe ~ | All you need to turn a Sabreinto The hottest plastic play bos

in theworld! ¥%#h action footage and truly outr ageous tunes
HI-Fl stereo49 Min. (Appliesto most plastic boatsh

To get your copy, in VHS, send a check or money order
for $19.95each, plus $4.00 shipping and handling to:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
188 Od Meadow Rd., Apt. 803, McLean, VA 221(P
(703) 734-8995
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hicker than some of the Paris-tashion-show, waif-model type hats you've been lusting after? You bel.

fiwer of some g.d. fashion slave? You have the right to help lower the risk of death or serious injury,
ﬂ'ﬂﬂ there in the Constitution...somewhere...we think.) Exercisa that right with Cascade.
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AIRE uses
the latest technology and innovative design to build high

performance craft that are durable, compact,

S
and

PUM .

models of catarafts, nine rafts, three inflatable kayaks and

two seakayaksin a variety of colors. AIRE leads the way

intheindustry andsoshould you.

~ PO. BOX 3412, DEPT. AO, BOSE, ID 83703
(208)344-7506 FAX (800)701-AIRE
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NEW HOPE FOR

STOLEN BOATING
GEAR

Paddlesports isgrowing and unfortunately so
istheft of paddling gear. To addressthis serious
problem, Boulder Outdoor Center haslaunched
a new online bulletin board of lost, stolen or

www.bocl23.com. Thissiteisfree and available
to everyone who has Internet access.

In Boulder, Colorado the site has already
helped reunite two stolen boatswith their own-
ers. Paddlers who have found gear, had items
stolen or are suspicious about a boat someone
wantsto sell them can now check thelistingsor
add to them. "I'm hoping people will usethisas
aresource before buying a used boat," said Eric
Bader of BOC. "l wantto put adamper on theftin
paddlesports."

Spread theword. Hang thelist of stolen items
in paddling shopsand post it in club newsletters.
Letit beadeterrent tothievesaswell asaservice
totheir victims.

For further information, contact Eric Bader
at Boulder Outdoor Center (303) 444-8420.

DR.CO
'CALHDE AND KAYAK
OJIH TTERS

DRY BAGS * PFDs * INFLATABLE
« NEOPRENE CLOTHING

* CAR RACKS » ACCESSORIES
us .
f+ BACKPACKING
[+ CLIMBING

s FAMILY CAMPING
* RUGGED CLOTHING
& FOOTWEAR

NAME BRANDS AT

CALL FOR OUR FREE CATALOG
1-(800) 230-2151

Or Writeto Us at:
PO BOX 700-AWO,

07T458-0700

J

found boating gear on their website at”

‘Excellent! Practiced diligently, these dhrills will

SHRED
BETTER!

The Kayakers Playbook!
This pocket personal trainer
teaches drills that improve
whitewater kayaking skills.
Simple explanations of dozens
of exercises make learning
easy. Includes waterproof cnb
sheet. By Kent Ford,
WMary DeRiemer. 64 pages.

elevate anybodys skills dramatically..
eliminate 10 years of trialand error /amming”
Brian Brown, former US team membs
and coach.

Solo Playboating... The
Workbook explains dozens of
exercises that show how to
improve your paddling. These
drills will help you avoid bad habits
that arise from Improper practice,
~ so you can eliminate years of
learning by trial and error. Improve
vour control and confidence, g@get
lenger surfs, and have more fun on the river,
guaranteed! Best when used with ore or both
companionvideos. 64 pages. 'What an
advantage you provide the new paddler by
providingso much quality informationin
enjoyable formats! 'John Seals.

Availablefrom your favorite retaiker, or
Performance Video & Instruction, Inc.
550 Riverbend, Durango, CO 81:301
1-888-259-5805
www.performancevideo.com

;' IDAHO'SMIDDLE FORK & MAIN SALMON
1-888-634-2600 www.Canvonsl nc.com

Custom squirt, surf &
whitewater kayaks
created as
individualy as
you are

PS Composites, Inc.

2535 Roundtop Rd.
Middletown PA 17057

717-944-1752
www.customkayak.com

N -




Eﬂq %}E.gas":i S’fﬁ Bf

download it at

"
o m
-

Our goal isto build and
distribute gear that allows you to
engage the hydraulic World,fU”y and
without hesitation.'"

e-mail: nrsQnrsweb.com

on line: www.nrsweb.com

on earth: 2009 S. Main ST
Moscow, ID 83843

i ¥
-



Voter's Guide to the Republican and
Democratic Candidates'

Viewson Issues Related to Rivers

GEORGE W. BUSH
(REPUBLICAN)

CONSERVATION

Much of theriver conservation work done by American
Whitewater is supported by provisionsin federal environmental
regulations.

Asgovernor of Texas, Bush hasoverseen effortsto enact a
major anti-regulatory agenda. He supports stronger state and local
control of environmental regulations and has advocated voluntary
private programsfor protecting endangered species, wildlife habitat
and wetlands.

In 1994, Bush's opposition to the Federal Endangered Species
Act was both a central themein his campaign for governor and a
priority after he was elected. In arecent campaign appearance in
Spokane, WA, Bush rejected theidea of breaching 4 damson the
lower Snake River to protect endangered salmon.

Bush supports cooperative landowner agreements to protect
wetlands and species, rather than state-mandated restrictions on
development. Because these are between the state and private
parties, however, they are not available for public review.

According to the Texas Center for Policy Studies, overall
water quality in Texas' classified reservoirs has declined since 1992,
and "athird of the state's riversand streams probably violate
federal water quality standards, though no oneis certain because the
state declines to test them al.”

ACCESS

Bush is achampion of private property, allowing individuals to
sue state and local governments if their property is devalued 25%
because of government action. Bush said this law " recognizes that
private property isthe basis of capitalism and it recognizes that
government can overstep its bounds.”

Texas ranks 49th among states in the amount of money it
investsin state parks. In addition, a 1998 state auditor's report
found a$186 million funding backlog for maintenanceof existing
parks. The state parks department does not receive general funding
from the legislature, but isfunded by visitor fees and a state sales
tax on sporting goods that is capped by law at $32 million.

Bush has supported additional federal funding for the Land
and Water Conservation Fund, and an increasein LWCF spending
on state programs.

ENDORSEMENTS

None by conservation or recreation groups.

ALBERT GORE, JR.
(DEMOCRAT)

CONSERVATION

Goreisa strong proponent of the Endangered Species
Act, supporting the broader use of public investment to protect
habitat. He hasnot, however, come out against the administration's
decision not to breach the four dams on the Snake River.

Gore recognizes that regulation alone isinadequate to protect
habitat. On wetlands protection he says, "' Regulation alone will
never be enough to restore the losses...We must increase public
investment and expand our partnerships with state and local
governments, conservancies and land trusts, and conservation and
sporting groups.”

While in Congress, Gore supported legidation to preserve
Americas natural resources: in 1991, he helped stop a bill to allow
oil drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and firmly
maintains the need to keep this treasure sacrosanct. Gore has also
reduced logging in Nationa Forests by 80% since 1993.

In 1996 and again in 1999, Gore was a primary supporter of
administration plans and efforts to restore the Everglades by
eliminating levees and canals, construct wetlands and restore
natural water flows. He also proposed the LandsL egacy Initiative,
and has a stronger position on the Roadless Initiative than the
Clinton Administration does.

Heis an active proponent of environmental regulation, saying
""Human health standards should not be lowered merely on the basis
of the cost of compliance.”

Gore has opposed "'takings" legislation: under such bills, he
says, "anindividual has no responsibility to preserve and protect
our shared resources, and society should pay an individua to do the
right thing.

"In other words, [such abill] would require taxpayers to pay
polluters not to pollute.”

ACCESS

Gorerecently proposed spending $2 billion over 10 yearsto
protect land threatened by development and create new parks.
According to Gore, the new measures would be completely offset
by increasing the royalties that companies pay to mine on federal
land. Under the 1872 Mining Law, companies currently extract
minerals without paying royalties and can buy mining rights at land
prices set in 1872.

He supports expanding the Land and Water Conservation
Fund.

ENDORSEMENTS

Both the L eague of Conservation Votersand the SierraClub
have endorsed Gore.

m————— |
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Winter:  (613) 594-5268

A leader in
whitewater
instruction since
1972, MKC offers

highly personal
mstructlon from

Kayd(lng and Open Canoel ng.

Located on the Madawaska River,we -

providedl the comforts of avacation
resort. And better yet, our Riversare
clean,warm and uncrowded.
Weekend and 5-Day Courses.

Madawaska Kanu Centre

Box 635 Barry's Bay, Ontario KoJ 1Bo
Summer: (613) 756-3620

mKC

www.owl-mkc.ca

Paddling
Memora le ]
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For more info. contact us at 828/488-6199 cr
www.endlessriveradventures.com

>

o558 OUTFITTERS

- fﬁ-ﬂ.l:'..__._ '
per sonally use
Wave Sport Watershed
Stohlquist Har mony Accessories
Snap Dragon  Oobe
Salamander Thule

14157 Hwy 19W (in the Nantahala Gorge)
Bryson City, North Carolina 28713

528/488-6199 e-mail: endrivadv@cs.com
‘Ru-p in touch with “Monthly What's Up”
on: wiarw,endlessrveradventures. com
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colors and get some great stufl, All of our
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QUANTITY
AW immimisy Vests and T sl swassine 10 1550 ontess noted rpostage 53,00 up tu @ shirtsy |
B Warm Up Jacket: $55/ M-XL/ Colors: Slate Blue |
B Vest: $45/M-XL/ Colors: Navy |
W Logo T-shirts: $15/ M-XL/ Colors: White, Gray ' 1 |
I
|
|

B Whitewater Design T-shirts: $157 L & XL only/ Colors Mocha, Moss, Gray Ash
B Logo embroidered Kavu Cap: $18 (postage §1)/ Colors Gold or Black

B AW License Plate Frames: $5 (postage $1

B AW Embroidered Patches: $2

B AW Waterproof Decals: $.50

M Insulated Travel Mugswith lid: $5 (

I B Safety Flash Cards: $8.95 ($1) —— 1
I sl Caney Fork Poster $7 (postage $2. — -
AW Mepree Foads 27 dpsesiage 2100 ” s - —--

1 Mail to AWA, PO. Box 636, M [ POsTALE

| Margaretville, NY 12455 :
Credit Card orders: - ‘
=

' Call 814-586-2355 or Fax 914-586-3050 ]
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Guidelines for Contribiftors

BIEESE B (his carefully before sending ms
your articlesand photos! Thisisa volunteer pub-
lication, please cooperate and help usout. Do not
send usyour material without a release - signed
by all authorsand photographers (ateched)!!

The editorial staff of American Whitewater
carefully reviews al material submitted for publi-
cation. We are particularly interested in receiving
full-length feature articles, conservation and club
news, special event announcements, articles per-
tainingtowhitewater safety and short, humorous
pieces.

Articlesshouldfit our established format; that
is, they should be stylistically pattered to fit into
our Features, AW Briefs, River Voices, Conserva-
tion Currents, Safety Lines, Humor or End Notes
sections. Exceptional photographsandwhitewater
cartoons are also welcomed.

If possible, articles should be submitted on a
3-112-inch computer disk. (Microsoft Word if
possible - others accepted.) Please do not alter
the margins or spacing parameters; use the stan-
dard default settings. Send a printed copy of the
article aswell.

Thosewithout access to aword processor may
submit their articles typed. Please double space.

Photos may be submitted as slides, black or

and send usduplicatesif possible: we cannot guar-
antee the safe return o your pictures. If you want
ustoreturnyour pictures, includeasel f-addressed
stamped envel opewith your submission. Because
we publishin black and white, photoswith alot of
contrast work best.

American Whitewater feature articles should
relatetosomeaspect of whitewaterboating. Please
do not submit articles pertaining to sea kayaking
or flat water. The best features have a definite
slant...or theme. They are not merely chronol ogi-
cal recountings o river trips.

Open thestory with an eye-catching lead, per-
haps by telling an interesting anecdote. Dialogue
should be used to heighten the reader's interest.
Don't just tell usabout theriver... tell usabout the
people on theriver... develop them as characters.
Feature articles should not bewrittenin thestyle
of alocal club newsletter.

If you are writing about a commonly paddied
river, your story should be told from a unique
perspective. Articles about difficult, infrequently
paddled, or exotic riversare given special consid-
eration. But wearealso interested inwell written,
unusual articles pertaining to Class III and IV
rivers as well. Feature stories do not have to be
aboutaspecificriver. Articlesabout paddling tech-

Wi prints, or BN prints. Keop pemm Originals ™

niques, theriver environment and river personali-
ties are also accepted. Pieces that incorporate
humor are especially welcome. Open boating and
rafting stories are welcome.

Don't be afraid to let your personality shine
through and don't be afraid to pokealittle fun at
yourself... and your paddling partners.

Profanity should be used only when it is abso-
|utely necessary to effectively tell astory; it isnot
our intent to offend our more sensitive members
and readers.

Please check all facts carefully, particularly
those regarding individuals, government agen-
cies, and corporations involved in river access and
environmental matters. You are legally respon-
siblefor theaccuracy of such material. Makesure
names are spelled correctly and river gradients
and distances are correctly calculated.

Articles will be edited at the discretion of the
editorsto fit our format, length, and style. Expect
to seechangesinyourarticle. Ifyou don't want us
toedityourarticle, don't sendit toud Because of
our deadlines you will not be able to review the
editorial changes we make prior to publication.

American Whitewater isnonprofit; the editors
and contributorsto American Whitewater are not
reimbursed. On rare occasions, by prearrange-
ment, professional writers receive a small hono-
rarium when they submit storiesat our request.
Generally, our contributors do not expect pay-
ment, since most are members of AW, which isa
volunteer conservation and safety organization.

Release For Publication

| hereby release my work (literary, graphic or photographic) for publica-

tion in American Whitewater magazine.

| understand that my work may be edited or cropped at the editors'

discretion.
| understand that | will not be paid for my work.

| accept responsibility for theaccuracy of the information included in my

Signed
Date

Thisrelease must be signed by a/l the contributing author(s), photographer(s)

and graphic artist(s).

submission. | have not libeled or slandered any individual, corporation or

agency in thiswork.

date in an American Whitewater publication.

| understand that all or some of my work may be reprinted at somefuture

| promisethat this material has not been and will not soon be published

another magazine or publication and the rights to this material are

clear and unrestricted.

| Grderstand Hrat once [his material B printed in American Whilewaler
it may bereprinted or reproduced inother publicationsif | wish, providing
in American Whitewater.

| notifv them that it has alreadv appeare

Send your material to Bob Gedekoh, R.D.#4, Box 228, Elizabeth, PA. 15037.
Pleasé use regular first class postage.... Not certified mail.

You can savearve foreve...

.. by planning a gift for

[ Secure permanent access to rivers for generations to come
B Protect and/or restore an endangered whitewater river

Your gift can:

8 Promote whitewater safety

M Support theworld's leading whitewater organization

Will
| bequests
W stocks

Please direct inquiries to Ken Ransford, attorney and CPA, 970-963-6800, or by e-mail at ransford@csn.net.

real estate
insurance

W trusts
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American Whitewater

Our mission is to conserve and restore
America's whitewater resources and to enhance
opportunities to enjay them safely.

The American Whitewater BAW] is a national
organization with a membership Consisting of
thousands of individual whitewater boating
enthusiasts, and more than 100 local paddling
club affiliates.

CONSERVATION: AW maintains a complete
national inventory of whitewater rivers, monitors
threats to those rivers, publishesinformation on
river conservation, provides technical advice to
local groups, works with government agencies
and other river users, and-- when necessary-.
takes legal action to prevent river abuse.

Jay PK Kenney. President
1675 Larimer, Suite 735
Denver, Q0 80202
jaypkkOaol.com

Brooke Drury

8224 - 14th Avenue NE
Seattle, WA 98115
Im4riversOaol.com

Chuck Estes

114 Bay Path Drive

Oak Ridge, TN 37830
estesoak@worldnet.att.net

Lynn Aycock

2884 Murray Hollow
Thaxton.VA 24174
lunnayacockOrutherToord.com

Landis Arnold

3170 Eastwood Court
Boulder, Q0 80304
landisa@attglobal.net

Sue Langfitt Fuller
5 Martin Road
Rye, NY 10580
SfullerOgwrr.com

Lee Belknap Bob Gedekoh

1308 Maryland Ave. Box 228, RD 4 Mentor Rd
Glen Allen, VA 23060 Elizabeth, PA 15037
rivergypsy@sprintmail.com bobgedekOicubed.com
Risa Shimoda Callaway Bl Glanville

9385 South Hill Road
Boston. NY 14025
rglanvilleOicubed.com

216 Inverness Way
Easley, SC 29642
risashi@mindspring.com

Tom Christopher Jennie Goldberg

931 Union Street, Rear 3048 62nd Avenue SW
Leominster, MA 01453 Seattle, WA 98116
tchrisOtiac.net theleagueOhome.com

Iuh I

Editor: Bob Gedekoh, Box 228. R.D.#4, Elizabeth, PA. 15037
Chairman of the Publications Committee: Chris Koll

Associate Editor: Ambrose Tuscano
Contributing Editors: John Weld, Bill Sedivy

Art direction/Graphic design/Production: John K. Victor, David Scardena

Contributing writers: Jonathan Katz, Lee Belknap, Mark White, Paul Tefft,
Marion Boyer, April Holladay, W. Scott Morris. Scott Stough, Bill Hay,
Donnie Hudsputh, Whit Deschner, Bruce Farrenkopf, Joe Greiner, Howard

Davidson, Teresa Gryder, Barry Grimes
Production Assistant: Teresa Augustin

Advertising Director: Phyllis Horowitz, Box 636, Margaretville, New York
12455 (914)586-2355, e-mail: whiteh2o@catskill.net
Safety Editor: Charlie Walbridge, Route 1, Box 329F, Bruceton Mills, WV

26525, e-mail: CWAL @compuserve.com

Conservation and Access Editors; Rich Bowers, Jason Robertson, John
Gangemi, 1430 Fenwick Lane, Silver Spring, MD, 20910 Phone (301) 589-
richb@amwhitewater.org;

9453 Fax (301) 589-6121, e-mail:
jason@amwhitewater.org; jgangemi @digisys.net

Missing Copiesand Address Changes: Contact Phyllis Horowitz
American Whitewater is printed by SPENCER WALKER PRESS, INC., Newak OH.

All rights resarved.

RIVER ACCESS: To assure public access to
whitewater rivers pursuant toth guidelines pub-
lished initsofficial AccessPolicy, AW arrangesfor
river access through private lands by negotiation
or purchase, seeks to protect the right o public
passage on al rivers and streams navigable by
kayak or canoe, resists unjustified restrictions on
government managedwhitewater riversand works
with governmentagenciesand other river usersto
achieve these goals.

EDUCATION: Through publication o the bi-
monthly magazine, and by other means, Ameri-
can Whitewater, ( AW) provides information and
education aboutwhitewater rivers, boating safety,
technique and equipment.

SAFETY: AW promotes paddling safely, pub-
lishes reports onwhitewater accidents, maintains
auniformnational rankingsystemforwhitewater

Joe Greiner Richard Penny

7316 Chicora Court 5050 Glide Drive, #B
Raleigh. NC 27615 Davis, CA 95616-4419
joekayak@waorldnet.att.net rpenny@amrivers org
Barry Grimes Ken Ransford

475 Sierra Vista
Carbondale, Q0 81623

124 Hilltop Drive
Richmond, KY 40475

bagrim1@pop.uky.edu ransford@csn.net
Chris Kelly

3201 Rodeo Drive Bill Sedivy
Columbia. MO 65203 Idaho Rivers United
ckelly1022@aol com PO Box 633

Boise, ID 83701

work: 208-343-7481

e-mail: sedivy@earthlink net
fax: 208-343-9376

Chris Koll

352 Cameco Circle

Liverpoal, NY 13090

cko111234@aol.com
Ron Stewart

Jeff Leighton P 0. Box 1337
2079 Reliez Valley Road Chattanooga, TN 37401
Lafayette, CA 94549 ron_stewart@baylor challanooga net
[effieighton@prodigy net

Paul Tefft
Kevin Lewis P.O. Box 4784
6069 Hornbeck Lane Aspen. Q0 81611
Anderson, CA 96007 enviro@rof net
klewis@snowcrest.net

Barry Tuscano
Sherry Olson RD 1, Box 32
2515 Kings [Nl Bolivar. PA 15923

Cummings. GA 30130 Tmri@kiski net

sdopcOmindspring.com

of this publication.

rivers (theInternational Scale of Whitewater Dif-
ficulty) and publishesand disseminatesthe inter-
nationally recognized AW Whitewater Safety Code.

EVENTS: AW organizes sporting events, con-
testsand festivalstoraisefundsfor river conserva-
tion, including the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeo in
Tennessee, the Gauley River Festival in West Vir-
ginia (thelargest gathering of whitewater boaters
in the nation), the Arkansas River Festival in
Colorado, the Kennebec Festival in Maineand the
Deerfield Festival in Massachusetts.

AWwas incorporated under Missouri nonprofit
corporation lawsin1961and maintains its princi-
pal mailing address at 1430 Fenwick Lane, Silver
Spring, MD 20910 (301) 589-9453. AW is tax ex-
empt under Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal
Revenue Code.

John Gangemi
Conservation Director
482 Electric Avenue
Bigfork, MT 59911

Charlie Walbridge

Route 1, Box 329F
Bruceton Mills, WV 26525
cewalbridge@cs com

jgangemi@digisys net
Kara Weld
Immersion Research Jason Robertson
426 River Road Access Director
Confluence. PA 15424 1430 Fenwick Lane
Kara@immersionresearch com Silver Spring, MD 20910
Jason@amwhitewater.org

Mark White

2034 E Hubbard Ave.
Salt Lake City, UT 84108
markOsaltlake.org

Rich Bowers

Executive Director

1430 Fenwick Lane

Silver Spring, MD 20910
RichB@amwhitewater.org

Phyllis Horowitz
Administrative Director
P.O. Box 636
Margaretville, NY 12455
whiteh2o@catskill.net

President: Ric Alesch

Vice President: Brooke Drury
Secretary. Barry Tuscano
Jayne Abbot Treasurer: Jeff Leighton
Events Manager

P 0.Box 842
Weaverville , NC 28787
Jhabbot@aol.com

AWA Hoime Page-
http:llwww.awa.orgl

EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed in the features and editorials of American
Whitewater are those of theindividual authors. They do not necessarily
represent those of the Directors of American Whitewater or the editors

On occasion American Whitewater publishes official organizational
policy statements drafted and approved by the Board of Directors. These

policy statementswill be clearly identified.
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Director's Cut

by Rich Bowers

American Whitewaler Execulive Director

ver wonder what made you start

to paddie? I'm not talking about

thethrill, or friends coercing you

into aweekend on ariver (impor

ant asthese are!) — butthe per-

sonal and sometimes hidden reasonthat kept

you coming back?That madeyou decide that

time on the water was more important than
almost anything else?

The question hit me this past weekend as
my wife and | were returning home, just
having dropped off my daughter Dannaat her
first sleepover, andfirst paddling camp at the
Riversport School in Pennsylvania. Danna
waspsyched togo (until thefirst nightalone),
but like many parents | was warring with
myself over my motives for sending her: an
ongoingfascination withwater, acompanion
for future trips, or just an extension of my
own self-interests? In theend, | figured that

whatever the reason, having Dannainvolved
with riverswasgood. Thekind of legacy that
| hoped to leave, if not for theworld, then at
least for her.

As | was headed intowork this morning,
National Public Radio was discussing the
weighty issue of DNA studiesand the recent
effortstounravel themysteriesof what makes
a person distinct. A question was asked
about music, but for me, the substitution of
water for music was immediate, and pro-
vided oneaf the hidden answersfor why | and
many of my friends may have started pad-
dliing. The question? "Are there cells that
only respond to water?"

For anyone who enjoys being fully im-
mersed in water, | think the answer is defi-
nitely "Yed"

Certainly boaters don't have a lock on
these cells or on the enjoyment of water.

Water is an integral part of each and every
person. Almost everyone hasariver inhisor
her memory, especialy strong when you re-
member a favorite swimming, fishing, or
surfing hole. Fifty percent  our drinking
water comesfrom rivers, and as Kevin Coyle,
past president of American Rivers, reminded
usconstantly, " Two-thirdsof our bodies con-
sist of water." Lot's of water cells involved
with life. Maybejust abit morefor paddlers?

Doesatotal dousing just wakeyou up? Do
you find yourself leaning forward to catch
that hard spray from the front wave? Then
maybe you're simply replenishing your wa
ter cells?

Maybe, likesendingmy daughterto camp,
the exact reason doesn't matter. The impor-
tant issue is to keep immersed, keep the
water cell count enormously high— andstay
on, in, and around the water!

SYOTR

DeRiemer
Adventu re

Ka}&/a Ing

' since 1983

° . If you're

phone/fax: 530.295.0830
email: info@adventurekayaking.com
www.adventurekayaking.com

-~ Phil & Mary

We've heon
R

1 1
K8 KRS

ALPENGLOW

Mountainsport, Inc. :

im Ecuador
+ ] D55
SINCeE ¥ ¥

tha wwiarkd

looking for

an exceptional
trip, come
play with us.

“Western River Knowiledge
Whitewater Kayaks

_’a%'__:;l‘xfcreatlonal Kayaks
N g Touring Kayaks

-

Inflatable Kayaks
Rafts & Catarafts

Our wilderness trips
can take you to:

e Ecuador
January & February
e California Sierra
May & June

e Middle Fork of
the Salmon River
July

® Rogue River, OR
August & September

Canoes

Plan Your 2001 Western River Trip Now

v Dbtairn Biver Permit Data On-Lirse Via .|Ip:'n|:_il1'.rla.'r.' o.COMm

« Reserve Your Alpenglow Raft Rental Package

rorvicling Eweryitmerg Yois e fo Trigas

Raft & Kayak Demo & Rental Packages ¢ Lessons
www.alpenglowco.com

(303)277-0133  (800) 274-0133
pine #B-Golden, CO 80401 e Exit 262 Off C70

3 Jirnsile or M- Ly Hineed
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NO HARD PARTS!
« The SHREDDER easily rolls up to a
compact 18"x28"!

e The cross tubes & raised floor
eliminate the need for a bulky frame.
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THRILLSEEKER"

So you want to have some white water fun? Cruise anywhere, squirt it, blast it and
then roll it up and stick it in the corner.

SeaSeceker"

What weighs 28 pounds, is 16 feet long, deflatesand rolls up carry on luggage,
haulsaload and is faster than a speeding bullet'?

ThrillKat"
Family

Single, double, senior, junior and kitty, the family that paddlestogether...

CUSTOM—
INFLATABLES
NG

WWw.tseeker.com 1.800.6SEEKER
P.O. Box 800 Reedsville, WV 26547

Are you sure you're having enough
fun on the water?

STOP IV AT THE FESTIVAL AND CHECK OUT “TODAYS SPECIAL".
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Instructional programs on Chile’s Futaleutu nver with
| |

e WL b, st N W ORGES L L 0 et DaRELELY

LHREFLAS ARl I WLl IR = |‘|f|.r I.?:H.ll.lLL'l!".

Pheto by Paul Villecourt
kick ﬂi]'r b Ken Whiring

~www.kayakfu.com

check out our VIRTUAL TOUR OF THE

FUTALEUFU RIVER (photos, video and text!)

infofikavakfu.com (450 922-17%
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1-800-383-0909

FREE DEMO BOATS
RENTAL BOATS AND EQUIPMENT

BOATS BY: ACCESSORIES BY:
RIOT Arona Rd., New Stanton, PA 15672 L'EAU VIVE
ESKIMO
PYRANHA VOYAGEUR
PRUON KOKATAT
NEW WAVE STOHLQUIST
HERITAGE WILDWASSER

OUTSKIRTS

PADDLES BY: METS
SIDEWINDER HEL BY:
LIGHTNING GRATEFUL HEADS

SERVICES: CASCADE

SKiI CHALET IS PROUD TO SUPPORT
pelele]

GAULEY FESTIVAL

N | - -

The shop you go to for all your ski and snowboard gear
olso haos the best koyak gear! 5ki Chalet hox o wide
selection of the bast aames ln whitewoter including

Pyranha, Ezkimo, Dagger, Stohlquist, Bending Branches,
Extrazport, Hormony, Rock Hedz, Lidds, and more...

THE CORE SPECIALTY SHOP FOR WHITEWATER KATAKERS,
SHIERS, & SHOWROARDERS 1N VIRGINIA, MARYLAND, ANG D.C.
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EXPAND YOUR
COMFORT ZONE

with Performance
Paddling Clothing

reiin oW L. Conr o] e

§
Waterproof & breathable ]
water sportswear
with unmatched comfort
and durability ]

Kokatat ...& ¥ “am

=Ty T
T AT

5350 Ericson Wa'.r  Arcata, CA 55521 . {'.-'I]‘.-':I EEE ?EE'I * Toll- frEE (800) 225- ‘:’IMEI

NEw ENGLAND’S SOURCE FOR
- WHITEWATER BOATS AND GEAR!

With every boat purchaseyou recave:

We stock a full line Expert advice from our gaff of experienced whitewater paddlers

°
- f h h w'“'e' Custom ouitfitting including hip pads, back band and seat pad
water boats h': $50 off a Zoar Outdoor instruction clinic

* Dagger

10% off accessoriesfor a year after the purchase date
#* Perception

ZR
% Prijon
* Pyranha

On the Deerfidd R ver - Charlemont, M assachusetts
* m 'h“ 800 532-7483 WwWW.zoar outdoor .com
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American
Whitewater Has
Come A Long Way

By Matthew Bare, American Whitewater Amateur Historian

WASHINGTON D C During thissummer, | spent my timeasan
American Whitewater intern chronicling the past 45 years of issues
of American Whitewater, from 1955 to the present. This database,
which will beavailable on thewebsite (www.awa.org), indexesevery
article from every issue o American Whitewater over the years.

The database includes thetitle, author, and date of every article,
and the river and state if specified. The database also includes the
topic o the article, like conservation, access, river trips, festivals,
humor, or any subject that an article might cover. The database will
be viewable on the web page or on paper, and will be useful to
contributors, researchers, or anyone interested in the articles ap-
pearing in the American Whitewater journal over the years. The
database isalso quite useful for the American Whitewater staff, who
dealswith recurring access and conservation problems.

The past issuesof American Whitewaterwoul d beinterestingand
amusing for anyone to read today, and they certainly were for me.
There was a time when American Whitewater was a small, pocket-
sized magazine, only 30 pageslong. Hydro projectsgoing up across
thecountry likea"pinthedam ontheriver" game. Therewasatime
before there was ever a Gauley Festival, cartwheel, or squirt boat,
when every issue had a picture d someone popping an ender in a
Dancer.

While witnessing 45 years o history roll by, | watched American
Whitewater come a long way as an organization, and | watched
kayaking come a long way as a sport. The organization has come

NN BED B L B BN L N B BN NN G N B B B G

from the original AWWA to the AWA to AW (maybe they felt like
kayakerswere gettingstupid, and they needed to keep shortening the
name). Theerad building damsare about over, and we have moved
on to relicensing and sometimes even removing dams. Kayaking as
asport hasalso comealongway. Paddlers used to makefirst descents
on the American, Gauley, and Yough in fiberglass monster boats,
while today, paddlers often run these same riversin rodeo boats as
play runs.

Most of all however, | feel that kayaking has evolved side-by-side
with the organization. Forty yearsago, whitewater boaterswere so
rare that our biggest fight was keeping dams from destroying our
favoriterivers, likethe Grand Canyon. Today, whitewater boating is
so popular that our biggest fight isto manage the riversthat we love
so much that they are overcrowded, like the Grand Canyon.

American Whitewater has come a long way as an organization,
but it still hasalongway to go. While American Whitewater grows
instrength, our opposition doestoo. Therearestill hundredsaf river
runs that are dewatered or lie beneath reservoirs. There are still
hundreds d rivers that are swamped in legal and access problems.
American Whitewater hasaccomplishedalotin45years, but thereis
still alot o work to do.

MembeasTdl Off CongressOn Fee Demo

Inour last appeal letter, weincluded for your signaturealetter to
Representative Ralph Regula (R-OH),chair of the House Appropria-
tionsSubcommitteefor theDepartment o Interior. Theletter stated
our concerns over the Recreational Fee Demonstration Project in
our national parksandforests. Namely, that thesefeesare dispropor-
tionately levied at boating access points, and that thefeesare used as
an argument to reduce federally appropriated budgets for the parks
and forests, rather than augmenting federa appropriations.

More than 600 of you responded to our request for help, signing
andreturningthisletter promptly. So promptly, infact, that we were
able to respond with lightning speed to additional pushes coming
from the Senate.

Senators Graham (D-FL)and Gorton (R-WA)cosponsored Senate
Bili 2816, which would establish a permanent authority for recre-
ational feesin our national parks. Then Senators Graham (D-FL),
Akaka(D-HI),Chafee (R-RI)and McCain (R-AZ)joined insponsoring

S.2817, a Park Service bill which included permanent authority for
recreational fees.

On Friday, July F=; wewere able to present our letter and the 600
responses from our members to Representative Regula and his
subcommittee, and additional | ettersand copiesd your responses to
al the senate sponsors of these two bills.

Your rapid response allowed American Whitewater to comein at
just the right juncture with SIX HUNDRED LETTERStelling Con-
gress why fee demo doesn't work, how it should be changed, and
offering to work with them to make the necessary improvements.

This will have an imvact. Thank you for making it work, and
showing our elected representativesthere are peopleintheir districts
taking note of their actions.
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AMERICAN WHITEWATER SUES OVER GRAND CANYON

On June 30, American Whitewater joined a lawsuit against the
Park Service to force the question of boater access to the Grand
Canyon, and push for Wilderness designation on this river. Costly
litigation isalwaysour last alternative— butwe have exhausted every
5cgtsher avenue. Just for thisopening gambit, our share of the costsis

,000.

Several members haveal ready stepped up tothe plateand contrib-
uted money to help defray the cost of this lawsuit. We are most
grateful for thistimely and important support. Any otherswhowould
like to help can designate a gift to the Legal Defense Fund. Please
contact Nancy  Galloway at  301-589-9453 or

g.

TAKING THE LONG VIEW OF AMERICAN WHITEWATER

Those of us who love being on the river —and who doesn't?—
understand theimportance of thework done by American Whitewa-
ter. Asthesport growsin popularity, however, theriversweloveare
under increasing threat from development of al kinds: new housing
developments, private clubs, industries, mining, intensive logging,
or farming.

We have been pleased tofind that several membersaretaking the
long view and have called usto discussplanned gifts. Thesecantake
many forms. remembering American Whitewater in your will isthe
simplest. But you can give usagift o life insurance or retirement

plan, or create atrust or an endowment fund.

Our development director, Nancy Galloway, will work with you
and our tax advisor Ken Ransford to help design the best option for
you, and to help ensure the long-term growth and stability of
American Whitewater.

Y our legacy will help create aspectacular legacy for al who love
rivers.

Contact  Nancy
nancv whit .

Galloway at 301-589-9453 or
rgfor more information.

We want you in our skirts!

AT
Toll Frez 8886-3441 Fax: (oU4

)
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‘The River Safety Report

1996 - 1999

By Charlie Walbridge

Aproject of the American Canoe Association
and American Whitewater

$8.95 plus $2 shipping
from American Whitewater
PO. Box 636
Margaretville, NY 12455

Thisis the sixth collection of whitewater accident reports pub-
lished since 1974. Most canoe, kayak, and raft enthusi astswill never
encounter afatal accident during their careers, but al can benefit
from the experiences o thousands o river runners contained in
these reports.

Readers will becomeincreasingly aware of how accidentsoccur,
andwill be better able to recognizeand avoid dangerous situations.
The reports show what works, and what doesn't.

The sport of whitewater paddling has grown tremendously.
Although better equipment and training makes river running safer
than ever, more paddlers mean more accidents. The reportsin this
book involvea variety of boat types, skill levels, and river difficulties.
Many accounts are written by the people who were actually there;
al feature a detailed analysis by river experts. The reports are
gripping, disturbing, and always enlightening.

Help support AW! For a 525 donation your book include a
personal note signed by the author!
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John Gangem Director, CIS). ATew a the participants elected HLl T DiE LTI
oversaw two flow studies at opposite ends or tne country auringthe although onceitwascompleted,all thosc whi buatedthehigher fow
week of July 9-16._Both were undertaken as part of hydropower agreed that it was the easiest of the 5 flows because it was less
relicensings. Thefirst wasonthe Chel orgeinWashington technical
stateand the second on North Carolini: il River. Bothstudies The Cheoah at 1130 ofs iz an achanced mn—Class [V in diffi
were successful although distinctly dif:: |||' n character. No casu-  culty—not for intermediate-level boaters unless they are maxmg
atiesou t5|aeegos Both riversoffer significant wnitewater opportu-~ that jump to the advanced class. The Cheoahisastep up from the

nities unrivaled in their respective regions. Ocoee in dlfflcultx.l offering lots o play and some thrilling rapids. ﬁ
The Chelan Gorge offered fantastic Class 1V-V drops on low =i s samini-upper Gauley with thedropscondensed. -—'E- -z

volume in warm water. The aquamarine water coupled with the 90 umerican Whil zwater will work closely with the respective utili-

degree air temperatures and 72 degree water equated to aCaribbean _tieson the Chelan Gorge and the Cheoah River to developan annual
experience unmatched in Washington state. AlL fw i_h. crsinthe  wchelula of whitewater releases. Formw
study commented that they've never had theoppa 1. i Eiass American Whitewater Conservation Directar Ial'n Gangemii, 477 'q
V in Washington in a short __—&5( dlbb e-mail: <jgangemi@digisys.net>. American Whitewater —=——
After watching tne paadlers on the first day, the Chelan Public  Wwill publlsh an in-depth article complete with photosin the Novem- 4
Utilitv District literally did a180 degreeturnaround inattitude. The ber/Dece_______e. ar -ﬂ
boaters m the study were truly outstanding ambassadors ror our
sport. Interest was so high that the local radio station |nVIted the
paddlersmforaguestshow and much i Ehe b s asar
de&:en angd curl peraoneph Lo S8k s quisshians |.I " 1§ |'| |"
boater:l fett hiEe q.-'ll_""'lllu"‘- Flar wmibe Flerw shuidy frad & febralor.
atmosphere. Britt Gentry pointed out, ~1t mmis is anytiing rlke heaven
I'm ready to go."
The Cheoah [T =fudy in North Carolina involved nearly 45
boaters over a tnree aay period. The Cheoah proved to be more
continuousthan most folks anticipated. The difficulty was Class|V.

Many ¢ uousand| flow 51130
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By Jason Robertson

American Whitewater Is
changing. Wére growing up.

Like any child, we've gone through some painful
transformations. We’ve had our shareof temper
tantrums Weve made and lost friends, and weve
had winsand |osses. Sometimeseverything seemed
like a game, and we cheer ed our selveswhen we won.
Other timesit seemed like we were too amall to ever
possibly svay an ingitution as large as Congressor
the Presdency.

However, we've clearly matured inthe past couple of years. Years
o hard work by our volunteers, board, and staff are paying off! Inthe
past year the Forest Service hasinvited Conservation Director John
Gangemi to speak to itsstaff asan expert on hydropower relicensing.
AccessDirector Jason Robertson wasinvited to speak asan expert on
the prosand consof Fee Demotoaconferenced all the FeeManagers
around the country. Congress asked Robertson to testify on our
concerns regarding the possible effects of the Outfitter Policy Act.
Forest Service Chief Dombeck met with Executive Director Rich
Bowersand Robertson to discuss our support of the national roadless
policy. Vice President Gore wrote a letter supporting American
Whitewater'swork on the southeastern forestry and chip mill issues
that we highlighted at the 2000 Ocoee Festival.

Some folks might believe that our hair’s still alittle too long, or
that we'restill alittle raw around the edges. But, thefact isthat we're
still growing, we're more passionate, we're more effective, and we
have an ever-increasing base of support. We're filling out, and the
best isyet to come.

Even now, our board is planning for future growth, and helping
us to hone in on our core mission objectives. Well be hiring more
staff over the next couple of years to work on the issues that are
important to our members and the broader boating community.
Well belooking for new waysto assist and promote our volunteers
effortstofulfill our mission. Yet, at the core of everything we do, and
behind the outward appearance of growth, we remain dedicated to
conserving and restoring America's whitewater resources and en-
hancing opportunities to enjoy them safely.

You'l noticethat thisyear's Top 40 list isdifferent from previous
years. Asin previous years, we've taken the list and outlined each
issue; however, we've also added a description of our objectivesto
resolvetheissue. These proactive descriptionsof our goalswill guide
usover thecoming year. ThisTop 40listisnolonger simply alist of
broken rivers, but a map o thefuture leading to the achievement of
our mission statement.

Weve cometo realize that asAmerican Whitewater hasgrownour
staff and volunteers' responsibilities have also grown. We can no
longer simply shout totheworld that athingisbad. I nstead, we must
identify the problem and take responsibility for correcting it.

Many o theissuesthat were nominated, such asimproved access
tothe Grand Canyon, areold, ongoing conflicts. Theseissueswill not
be solved overnight or even in asingle year. However, by including
them in our Top 40 list you can be sure that we are committed to
helping youand our other volunteers resolve them. Together, we will
whittle away at this list, conserve Americas whitewater rivers, and
protect whitewater boaters' access rights and privileges.

American Whitewater first released an issue list in 1989; thislist
described problemson 21 rivers. The following year we drafted our
first Top 40 list. Looking back on the evolution of the list over the
1990s we have essentially recorded a dynamic history of successes

and troubling ongoing conflicts.

Over thepast 11years, theAmerican (CA) Arkansas (CO),Gauley
(WV),and Mokelumne (CA)rivers havefound their way ontothelist
ten times. Three o those rivers are appearing for an unfortunate
eleventh time in 2000. Yet, we are happy to report that the access
issueson theArkansasare plodding along ontheright track and the
river didn't makeit onthisyear'slist. We're not exactly holding our
breath, however it appears that the long-term access issues on the
Gauley and M okelumnemight be resolved thisyear and these rivers
could also drop doff thelist by 2001!

You'll notice several other rivers on this year's list with long-
runningaccess and conservation problems. In fact, the number one
issue in 2000, forcing the Park Service to restart the public river
planning process in the Grand Canyon, has been on our list for a
staggering nine years over the last decade.

Fee Demo, which appeared asthe number oneissue in 1998 and
1999 hasdropped alittleinthe Top 40. When we first highlighted the
Fee Demo program as a serious river access and enjoyment issue,
most other recreation and conservation groups challenged us.
However, by including it in the Top 40, those other groups started
noticing the issueand they also started to experience the problems
weld identified with implementation, discrimination, fairness, and
appropriateness. Now, virtually every recreation and conservation
groupin thenationfrom the SierraClub to the Outdoor Recreation
Coalition of America (ORCA) has modified their position on this
controversial program and opposes permanent extension of Fee
Demo.

Thisyear'slist also reflects our growing interest and expertise in
working on congressional and legislativeissuesin Washington. For
instance, the second issue on thisyear's list, increased funding for
the USGS streamgaging program, reflects our success thisyear in
getting the budget doubled to $10 million, but explains why well
continueworking to raise the budget to $25 million over the next 5
years.

Don't worry, we're in no danger of getting absorbed by the black
holed Washington politics. Instead, we'll continueworking on core
issues o predominately local and regional importance such as
acquiring a put-in on the Class Hf Kaweah River (CA) and Upper
Yough (MD), restoring flows on the Feather (CA)and Cheoah (NC)
rivers, and protecting navigability rights and privilegesin Oregon
and Montana.

American Whitewater isgrowing, and with growth we can laser
inonissues better than ever. Wecan't beeverythingto everyone, but
wethink you'll be very pleased with our performance on conserva
tion, access, and safety issues over the next year. Welook forward to
workingwith our membersand volunteers and ticking itemsoff the
Top 40listin 2001!
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Top 40 Prlorltlesfor 2000

1. Colorado River in Grand Canyon, AZ.

2. North Fork Feather River, California

3. USGS, Federal Funding.

4. IElectricity Regructuring and Hydropower Legis
ation

5. Uppe Yough, MD.

6. Bear River, 1D

7. Ydlowstone, WY.

8. Hydropower Relicensing

9. Gauley River, Upper & Lower, WV.

10. Fee Demo, LWCF, and CARA.

11. Chattooga River, SectionsIll and 1V, GAISC.

12. Cheoah River, NC

13. Chattooga Kiver, Headwater Sections00, 0, & 1,
GAISC.

14. Southeast Forest Protection

15. Boundary Creek, 1D

16. Watauga River, NC.

17. Mid-Atlantic, Summer Whitewater in MD, PA,
WV, and VA.

18. Lower Yough, PA.

19. Housatonic River, Connecticut

20. Kern River, California

21. New River Dries, WV.

22. Chelan River, WA

23. Blackwater River, WV.

24. Swan River, MT

25. John'sCreek, VA.

26. Sandy and Little Sandy Rivers OR

27. Caney Fork and Daddy's Creek in the Obed
Emory, TN.

28. AnimasLa PlataProject, CO

29. Kaweah River, CA.

30. Headwater tributaries, West Branch Penobscot,
ME

31. Taylor River, CO.

32. USFSRoadless I nitiative

33. Navigability: OR and MT.

34. Wdlf River, Wi

35. North Caralina.

36. Ocoee River, TN.

37. South Fork American, CA.

38. Green and Yampa Riversin Dinosaur National

Monument, CO.
39. Mokdlumne, CA.
40. Saluda, SC

1. Colorado River in Grand Canyon, AZ.
ISSUE: On July B American Whitewater joined suit with the
Grand Canyon Private Boaters Association (GCPBA), and National
Parks and Conservation Association against Grand Canyon National
Park. The purpose d the suit isto force the Park Service to reopen
the Colorado River Management and Wilderness Pl anning processes,
and addressinequitiesin permitallocation. Thesuit alsoaccusesthe
park o failing to adhere to its management directives by alowing

nonconforming uses such as helicopter transfers and motorboat
access in the proposed wilderness section. Please check out the
larger article in this issue of the Journal on the suit for more
information and to find out how you can help!
GOAL: ForcethePark SerwcetoreopentheRlverandWHderness
Management planning proces; and therehy ohtain improved pu
river accesswhile profe
ness areas.
CONTACT: Jason Hahertson, American Whibewst Wccess Lk
rector

2. North Fork Feather River, CA

ISSUE: Hydropinwer Helicensd
GOAL: Improve river access, restore whileswater opporiuniti

1 ¥
Ching the Fark & Unsue DacRcoun -\.H.:.:-I

Current Status: The Marth Fork Feather River polential ]
SeparateCIassIII, IV and V whitewaler runs encompassing S0 river
miles. Surely a paddling mecca worth placing on any destination
paddling vacation (See American Whitewater March/April 1997
issue). Unfortunately these runs rarely contain sufficient water for
paddling due to Pacific Gas and Electric's (PG&E) hydropower
projects on the North Fork Feather River totaling 6 dams and 7
powerhouses. Years ago, PG&E engineered a series o reservoirs,
pipes, and powerhousesdiverting water from virtually every mile of
this50 milelong river canyon. Whitewater isavailable only during
extremely wet storms, when flows exceed the capacity of PG&E’s 12
foot diameter pipes and reservoir storage. Asoneinfamous Califor-
nia boater stated in reference to the North Fork Feather, “PG&E
giveth and PG&E taketh away." American Whitewater isworking
hard to get PG&E to "giveth an annual schedule of whitewater
releases” in the new licensesfor these projects.

American Whitewater isactively engaged in settlement negotia-
tions with PG&E for the middle hydroproject, Rock Creek-Cresta.
The Rock Creek-Cresta project consists of two damsthat dewater a
9mile Class IV-V runand a5 mile Class IV reach respectively. The
licensefor thethird project, Rock Creek-Cresta, expired in 1979 but
hasdragged out the typical 5year relicense processfor 19 years. In
June 1999, American Whitewater vol unteersconducted acontrolled
flow study to identify optimum whitewater flows for two river
reaches dewatered by the Rock Creek-Cresta hydropower project.
American Whitewater is close to signing a settlement with PG&E
that includes an annual schedule of optimum whitewater flowsin
both reaches.

The Poeand Upper North Fork Feather hydropower projects have
recently started the relicensing process. Thesetwo projects contain
4 reservoirs, 4 dewatered river channels, and 4 powerhouses collec-
tively. InMay 2000, American Whitewater volunteers participated in
acontrolled flow study to identify optimumwhitewater flowsfor the
8 mile Poe reach which containsa 4.5 mile Class IV-V section and a
3.5 mile Class III section. A controlled flow study is tentatively
scheduled for October 2000 for the three reaches dewatered by the
Upper North Fork hydropower project. American Whitewater hopes
to develop a watershed-based annual whitewater flow schedule in
which PG&E will provide one release every weekend from June
through October. This release will alternate between reaches with
preference given to those reaches that demonstrate the greatest
demand from the paddling community.

Precedent: Restoring summer whitewater flows to the six de-
watered reaches dof the North Fork Feather will elevatethis reach of
the Feather to one of California's premier paddling destinations.

Contact Person: John Gangemi, American Whitewater, Conser-
vation Director

3. USGS, Federal Funding.

ISSUE: Every boater owesahugethanksto the USGSfor mitigate
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providing free streamgaging dataover theInternet. Arguably, the
timely availability of free streamgaging information has done more
to facilitate whitewater recreation in the past decade than any other
technol ogical achievement besides the devel opment of plastic boats.
Despite theimportance of the streamgaging network for recreation,
flood and drought predictions, and public safety, the system is
dangerously underfunded.

The USGS has recorded datafrom more than 18,000 gauges over
thelast century. OF these sites only 6,600 were still in operation in
1996.

Timely accessto river flow information has opened up America's
rivers and streams for safe, responsible recreation. American
Whitewater, ACA and several other organizations successfully joined
to get the Clinton administration to propose an extra $5 million for

maintaining thestreamgaging network in FY 2001. If approved, this
will double the overall USGS streamgaging budget to $10 million.
However, evenadoubling of thebudget isonly atiny stepintheright
direction. At present, the USGS paysabout 6% d the national cost
of maintaining the network; the remaining 94% s paid for under a
melange o stateand federal programs. Asinglegage, providing real-
time dataviasatellite, costs between $8,000 and $20,000to maintain
eachyear. Duetotheir placement inadynamic flood-proneenviron-
ment, the gages require regular maintenance.

The USGS recently reported to Congress (http://water.usgs.gov/
streamgaging/) that "We have increasing demands for information
and yet theinfrastructure to supply theinformation is declining...
Red resources available to operate the streamgaging network have
remained static and the USGS share of this funding has been

declining [sincethe1970s]... The needsfor

ARE YOU

SHRED READY?

information continue to grow but current
funding levels and arrangementswill nof
providethe means fortheUSGStoenhance
or even maintain [existing programs].”

GOAL: Toraisetheannual streamgaging
budget by $25 million over fiveyears.

CONTACT: Jason Robertson, American
Whitewater, Access Director

4. Electric Utility
Deregulationand
Hydropower Reform
L egidation

ISSUE: Restoring rivers degraded by
hydropower operations

GOAL: Preserve language in Federal
Power Act. Provideguidance for individual
state restructuring plans.

Current Status: In 1992, Congress passed
the Energy Policy Act which permitted re-
structuring o the electric utility industry.
Up until passage of theact, electric utilities
had a regulated monopoly on a designated
territory of electric consumers. Public util-
ity commissionswithin individual statesset
electric rates for these monopolies to pro-
tect consumers and provide a guaranteed
rate of return for the utility. Passage df the
act allowed each state to individualy re-
structure utility regulation inacompetitive
marketplace. The electric utility industry's
public relations campaign claims deregul a-
tion will lower consumer electric rates. In
reality, there has been such a tremendous
increase in electric utility rates that Con-
gress has recently delegated atask force to
investigate for potential price fixing. Ana-
lystspredict that over the next fiveyearsthe
utility industry standsto maketheir largest
profitsin history.

Electricity costs aside, deregulation
marks an uncertain future for Americas
riversand consequently whitewater boating
opportunities. Because utilities are no

Bet Free S @  www.SHREDREADY.comffreestuff

longer guaranteedarated return, theprofit
generated from a 30 year hydropower li-
censeisuncertain. Asaresult, hydroopera-
torsare reluctant to commit fundsto
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project impacts on the river resource. This attitude ultimately
manifestsitself in decreased flowsfor river restorationand whitewater.

The hydropower industry has aggressively pushed a legislative
agenda designed to "reform" the licensing process for hydropower
projects. In reality the legislative reform strips much of the regula-
tory authority from the resource agencies charged with protecting
the river environment. The utility industry claimsthe reformsare
necessary to reduce costs associated with licensing projects. In
contrast, the Hydropower Reform Coalition of which American
Whitewater isafounding member, sees agency and public involve-
ment as acritical component of the environmental review process.
The costsassociated with relicensingare minor relativeto the profits
from hydrogeneration on the public's rivers. American Whitewater
and the HRC are working hard to prevent the hydro industry from
weakening the Federal Power Act.

Precedent: The hydropower industry has been spearheading
electric restructuring. This new market place must not change the
industry's obligation to mitigate impacts caused by project opera-
tions. Legidative changesto thelicensing processare not necessary.
Increased funding for regulatory agencies and enhanced communi-
cation will do far more to expedite the relicensing process.

Contact Person: John Gangemi, American Whitewater, Conserva-
tion Director

5. Upper Yough, MD.

ISSUE: Like it or not, tourism is coming to Friendsville and
boatersareridingonthefront of thewaveintotown. Friendsvillewill
soon have mountain bikers, hikers, and fishermen aswell as boaters
crowdingthedowntownareaasnew riversidehikingand biking trails
are completed. The increased use will impact the town unless the

e e
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community takesaction now to plan responsibly for visitor parking,
etiquette, dining, and housing.

GOAL: Improve private boater parking and community relations.
Obtain a new parking area for boaters that is off Main Street and
upstream o town. Preserve existing opportunities to access the
river. Encourage thetown of Friendsville to takeafrank look at the
rapidly increasing development pressures in thetown and develop a
strategic plan that welcomesvisitorswhile also protecting the local
community's social fabric.

CONTACT: Jason Robertson, American Whitewater, Access Di-
rector

6. Bear River, Southeast 1D

ISSUE: Hydropower Relicensing

GOAL: Restoration of Bear River and whitewater opportunities

Current Status: The Bear River hasbeen on American Whitewater's
Annual Top 40 Endangered RiversListfor threeyearsrunning. The
reason, the Bear River is undergoing a5 year hydropower relicense
process. PacifiCorp, the utility that owns and operates the three
hydropower projects on the Bear has been uncooperative with all
stakeholdersin the proceeding. PacifiCorp isin effect attempting to
get a new license with the same environmental protection, mitiga-
tion, and enhancement measures as the previous license granted
over 30 years ago. Those previous license conditions are out of
compliance with many state and federal environmental protection
laws passed since issuance of the previous license. Asaresult, the
new licensewill requiresignificant changesin operationsto mitigate
for social and environmental impacts.

Therelicensing entered anew phasein 2000. PacifiCorp submit-
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ted their desired future license termsand conditions to the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). Thisfederal agency over-
seesall private hydropower projectsin theU.S. The FERC initiated
their environmental review process o the hydropower projects. This
gives the public an opportunity to identify issues and operational
alternativesto mitigateimpacts. Thethree projectsincludetheSoda
project, Grace/Cove project, and Oneida project. Both the Grace and
Oneidahydropower projects effect flowson downstream whitewater
runs. The Grace project diverts up to 900 cfs of water from the 6.2
mile Black Canyon section. ThisClassIV(V) runisonly 2 hoursfrom
Salt LakeCity. In most years, little or nowater flowsintothe natural
river channel. In May o 1997 American Whitewater participatedina
controlled flow study todeterminetheoptimum flowsforwhitewater
(seeJuly/August 1997 issue). American Whitewater isfighting hard
to get these optimum flows regularly scheduled on an annual basis.

The Oneida project isa peaking hydropower facility. Flows below
Oneida Dam can fluctuate between 250 cfsto 3000 cfs several times
inasingle day. The Oneida reach is an important Class I training
ground a short drive from Logan, Utah. The Utah State University
(USU) canoe club uses the reach regularly. American Whitewater,
Idaho Rivers United and the UU canoe club have requested a
scheduledf stableweekend flowsof specific magnitudeand duration.

Precedent: These relicensingsoffer atremendous opportunity to
add significant whitewater stretchesin an arid area o the country.

Contact Person: John Gangemi, American Whitewater, Conserva-
tion Director

7. Yellowstona WY.

ISSUE: In November 1998, American Whitewater submitted a
groundbreaking proposa to Yellowstone National Park asking for
reconsideration of the 1964 ban on boating, while simultaneously

asking for boating useto bestudied and carefully managed based on
the primary goal of conserving the resource. American Whitewater
suggested that limited opportunities for boating could be alowed
under acooperative conservation paradigm in which the welfare of
the environment came first and opportunities for recreation came
second.

Inour proposal, American Whitewater recommended opening45
milesofwhitewater on the Y ellowstone, Gardner, Lamar, and Lewis
rivers, including a notorious 23-mile stretch of the Black Canyon.
The proposal recommendsimplementing seasona restrictions dur-
ing sensitivewildlife breeding seasons, and suggeststhat all visitors
and usersin the backcountry areas o the park should be held tothe
same high standards that American Whitewater has proposed for
boaters.

Yellowstone should protect opportunities for people to visit,
touch, experience, and enjoy the very qualitiesthat makes the park
unique and special. This requires balancing access for al visitors
with the goal o protecting the natural resourcesand visitor eniov-
ment. In order to achieve its mission, Y ellowstone should manage
all visitor usesbased on impactsto theenvironment. Activitieswith
documented negative environmental and social impacts, such as
snowmobile or jet ski use, should be tightly controffed. Less
intrusiveactivitiessuch ashiking, canoeing, and kayakingshould be
permitted.

Atpresent, Park plannersarestill reviewing American Whitewater's
proposal. A decision on whether to formally reexamine the ban on
boatingisexpected thisFall. In themeantime, boatingisstill banned
in Yellowstone under the largest river closure in North America.

CGOAL: Obtain limited access to the Black Canyon and 4 other
river segmentsin Yellowstone.

CONTACT: Jason Robertso ) TATTTCT TLall ) TICLTSS
rector
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8. Hydropower Relicensing: CA and the
Southeasiern United States

ISSLIE: Hady oy r by licensing
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current projects up ror reiicensing are out o compliance with
existing state and federal environmental protection laws. American
Whitewater is actively engaged in hydropower relicensings impact-
ing whitewater rivers. Our goalsareriver restoration, protection of
whitewater opportunities, and access.

Precedent: Both California and the southeast are renowned the
world over for whitewater. Many more milesd Class IL, III, IV and V
whitewater can be added to these regions through the relicensing
process.

Contact Person: John Gangemi, American Whitewater, Conserva-
tion Director or Keith Aitken, American Whitewater, SE Conserva-
tion Coordinator

SURF THE EARTH /

FREE CATALOG

BOARDSHIORTS
RASHGUARDS
T-SHIRTS
FLEECE
LIDS
STICKERS

/-800-864-6752

FULL ON LINE CATALOG

9. Gauley River, Upper & Lower, WV,

| 551 E: Accesstothe Lower Gauley isthreatened asaresult of the
[imateid aveilability of parking at the put-in and take-out. Parked
vehicles o the put-in road often inadvertently block other vehicle
socess, inrluding safety vehiclesand commercial buses. Landowners
lang the road, including some commercial outfitters, have threat-

cred to deny access across their property unless this problem is
resolved, 1'lease make aconcentrated effort to leave as many cars at
the 1ake-out as possible, and to avoid blocking traffic on the put-in
road ever of i t requires walking alittle bit further.

e Upper Gauley take-out at Mason Branch (erroneously called
Panther Creek™) crosses property owned by Class VI and USA Raft.
{in the six Gauley Season weekends, West Virginia Rivers Coalition
W VIC ) and American Whitewater jointly rent a parking field up on
Fanther Mountain Road for paddlers. On the first five of these
Turner Sharp and his cadre of volunteers operates a boat
sharlile fresm the river at Mason Branch to the parking area; this

hurlt e benefits the WVRC.,

n e early 1990s, Congress passed arequirement for the National
Park Service (NPS)to purchase another piece of property owned by
Class VI and USA Raft at Woods Ferry on river right, about 2 river
miles downstream from Mason Branch. By law, the Woods Ferry site
would only be used by private boaters. Outfitters would continue
using their privately owned access points at Mason Branch and other
locationsalong the river.

While Congress required NPS to buy the Woods Ferry site, the
pricewasleft up to the official NPS property assessors. The property
ownershavedisputed the low NPSassessment for thissiteand rightly
claim that the property is a valuable access point. However, the
assessors have refused to assessit as an access site unless the owners

THE BEST BOARDSHORTS ON THE PCAWET?
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built anew accessroad tothe property. The road hasbeen completed
and extends to a broad, wooded, flat area on the riverbank just
downstream from the old site of theferry on river right. They have
not yet cleared a parking areain thisflat area, but the bench could
accommodateabout 100 cars, while preserving awooded buffer zone
between cars and the river.

American Whitewater has asked the raft companies' owners to
leave the Mason Branch take-out open into the foreseeable future,
evenafter WoodsFerry isacquired by NPS. If most paddlersgravitate
toand begin to prefer Woods Ferry, (asthere are 3additional rapids
and easier river level parking), then that's fine. However, cutting off
access at Mason Branch prematurely would likely cause alot of bad
feelings. We all consider the current situation to be awin-win for
paddlers and outfittersalikeat Mason Branch — the paddlers get an
improved take-out, theWVRC can continuetheshuttle, wekeep cars
off the road and out of theway of rescuevehiclesand buses, and the
owners get to sell their land.

As a private boater, you can help by thanking Class VI and USA
Raft for letting you use their property at Mason Branch (AKA
Panther Creek).

GOAL (Long-term): Work with the Park Service to secure
permanent access to a take-out for the Upper Gauley, an improved
put-infor the Lower Gauley, and a publicly-owned take-out for the
Lower Gauley.

GOAL (Short-term): Work with commercial raftersto improve
vehicle access and private boater parking at the Lower Gauley put-
in.

CONTACT: Jason Robertson, American Whitewater, Access Di-
rector

10. Fee Demo, LWCF, and CARA.

ISSUE: For the third year in a row, American Whitewater has
identified Fee Demo and funding for our public lands as a Top 10
issue. More than 600 hundred of American Whitewater members
responded to our summer letter-writing appeal urging Congress not
to approve a rider extending Fee Demo without an honest and open
opportunity for citizen dialogue. InlateJune, Senator Gorton (R-WA)
and Graham (D-F1) made the unbelievable decision to propose arider
to the Interior Appropriations Bill permanently authorizing Fee
Demo for the Park Service, Forest Service, Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Bureau of Reclamation, and Fish and Wildlife Service. These
gentlemen failed to hold public hearingsor acknowledge opposition
for permanent extension d Fee Demo from virtually every national
recreation and conservation group in the country. For boaters, Fee
Demois particularly threatening and discriminatory sinceaquarter
o al feecollection sites are on rivers despite the fact that river use
represents less than one tenth of one percent of visitation.

GOAL: Oppose permanent extension of Fee Demo for the NPS,
USFS, BLM, FWS, and Army Corps. Require Congress to (1)autho-
rize an unbiased public review of this fee demonstration "study"
beforetaking any action toextend the program, and (2) to hold public
hearings on this program before any action is taken to extend the
program. Obtain increased federal funding for America's land man-
agement agencies, via approval for increased funding for the Land
and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) and Conservation and Rein-
vestment Act (CARA).

CONTACT: Jason Robertson, American Whitewater, AccessDirec-
tor
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11. Chattooga River, Sections!|11and IV,
GA/SC.

ISSUE: The Forest Serviceisrevising theSumter Forest Manage-
ment Plan on the Chattooga. This plan will direct river managers
actions over the next decade and will address development and
crowding issues on this most famous Wild & Scenic river. The
specter of restrictive permits has been raised, even asfees have been
increased. American Whitewater isworkingwiththe Forest Planners
to ensure continued access to the river, while aso addressing con-
cerns for water quality on Stekoa Creek, and concernsfor social and
environmental impacts related to crowding.

GOAL: American Whitewater will continue working with the
Forest Planning team and our volunteersto preserve nonrestrictive
opportunities for access on the Chattooga, and to protect the river
corridor from crowding and development.

CONTACT: Jason Robertson, American Whitewater, AccessDirec-
tor

12. Cheoah River, North Carolina

ISSUE: Hydropower Relicensing

GOAL: Restore Cheoah River and whitewater opportunities

Current Issue: Tapoco, Inc., asubsidiary o ReynoldsAluminum,
is currently relicensing a series of hydropower dams on the Little
Tennessee River and Cheoah River. Santeetlah Reservoir on the
Cheoah River pipes water around the 8.5 mile Class IV run to a
powerhouse ontheLittleTennessee. Asaresult, theCheoahisrarely
paddied. InJuly 2000, American Whitewater volunteers participated
in a recreational flow study designed to identify optimum and
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minimum acceptable flows for whitewater. Responses from the
whitewater participantswill be used to develop anannual schedule of
whitewater releases. The study also examined angling opportunities
at various flows and monitored potential biological effects of the
releases on the aquatic biota. The results of these studies will be
incorporated intothe new 30 year license. American Whitewater will
be actively engaged in the development of an annual schedule of
whitewater releases.

Precedent: Thisrelicensingisthefirstinaseriesd relicensings
in the southeast. Familiarizing ourselves with the relicensing pro-
cess, identifying the key agency personnel, and advocating appropri-
ate study protocols to identify river restoration needs will greatly
enhance outcomes on the Cheoah River and other rivers due for
hydropower relicensing.

Contact Person: John Gangemi, American Whitewater, Conserva-
tion Director and Rod Baird <RodBaird@compuserve.com>

13. Chattooga River, Headwater Sections

00, 0, & 1, GA/SC.

ISSUE: In November 1999, American Whitewater submitted a
proposal to the Forest Service requesting limited opportunities for
whitewater boating on the beautiful Class IV-VI headwaters of the
Chattooga. About 450 American Whitewater memberswrote letters
supporting our proposal, which should be enough to ensure that the
issue is addressed under the ongoing Forest Management Plan
revisions. A tiny handful of fishermen protested our suggestion,
arguing that thisisthe only section of river in GA, SC, and NC that
they can visit without seeing boaters. However, as we have only
requested access at periods of high water and during the depths of
winter when fishing is poorest, the protests seem bootless.
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GOAL (Short-term): Ensure that an unmodified version of our
proposal is included as an option for public comment under the
Forest Management Plan revisions

GOAL (Long-term): Obtainlimited opportunitiesforaccesstothe
headwaters after winter rainsand during boatable high water flows.

CONTACT: Jason Robertson. American Whitewater, AccessDirec-
Lir

e T T e ——— e~ ——
— %, South Eastern Forest Protection

[SSUE: Eifects of increased industral farestsy on water quality,
Forest diversity, and recreation

COAL: Moralorium on iew chip fibls u
economic Impacts are oerrer unaerstooa

Current Status: Over 150 high-capacity chip millsare currently
operating throughout the Southeastern United States consuming
over 1.2 million acres o trees per year. Twenty-one millsdf thistype
arelocated inthe Southern Appal achian region, annually consuming
approximately 170,000 acres of trees (about1/3 thearead theentire
Great Smoky Mountain National Park) from our forests. These trees
areharvested, generally, by used clear cuts, and theforest landwhich
isbeing clear cut (hardwood, softwood and mixed forest) isconverted
into 'monoculture’ pine plantations. The problems that stem from
these industrial forestry methods are many. The quality of our
Southern Appalachian riversisthreatened dueto both the increased
runoff of silt and sediment from clear cuts, and pesticides and
herbicides from the pine plantations.

Appalachian forests are al so becoming less biologically diverse as
natural habitat islost to pine plantations. Despite growing concerns
coming from religious groups, recreation companies, federal agen-
cies (U.S. Forest Service Chief Dombeck recently spoke out on the
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subject) and a few state agencies, chip mills, and the industrial
forestry that feedsthem, continuesto expand throughout the South-
ern Appalachian region with little or no regulation.

Precedent: Theforests of the Southeastern United States provide
exceptional recreational opportunities. The proliferation o chip
millsin the Southeastern United States may adversely impact recre-
ational benefits provided by a healthy forest ecosystem. A morato-
rium onall new chip mill constructionand exvansion is needed until
acomprehensive Southeastern regional study of the environmental,
socioeconomic,and recreational impactsisundertakenand aunified
federal policy onindustrial forestry is developed, based on scientific
evidence.

Contact: John Gangemi, American Whitewater, Conservation
Director or Trevor Fitzgibbon, Southeast Forest Protection

sefu@hotmail.com

15. Boundary Creek, ID

ISSUE: New hydropower project

GOAL: Reped Preliminary Permit for hydroproject

Current Status: The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) approved Continental Lands preliminary permit for ahydro-
power project on Boundary Creek in northern Idaho. The prelimi-
nary permit isthefirst step toward getting alicenseto construct the
project. American Whitewater filed for a rehearing requesting the
FERC reconsider their decision in light of the unavoidable environ-
mental and recreational impacts as well as the fact that Boundary
Creek has been designated asa protected watershed by the Northwest
Power Planning Commission.

The preliminary permit grants the hydro developer exclusive
rights to file an application for a hydropower license on Boundary
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Creek. The FERC issues preliminary permits for a period o three
years. During the preliminary permit phase, the permit holder
conducts studies to determine the economic and engineering feasi-
bility o constructing a hydropower facility on Boundary Creek. The
permit does not allow themto begin construction of the hydropower
facility. The permit holder is required to submit reports every six
monthsto the FERC describing progress on the engineering, envi-
ronmental, and economic studies.

The Boundary Creek hydro project would require divertingwater
from asignificant length of the kayak run. Thisloss of water would
greatly impact bull trout, west slope cutthroat trout, and harlequin
ducks. Project construction and operation would disturb caribou,
grizzly bears, and wolves. The kayak season would be shortened
significantly if not completely eliminated. Boundary Creek is situ-
ated, asthe nameimplies, on the border between 1daho and Canada.
Thisisthequintessential creek run: Aten-milepaddlewith gradients
fluctuating between 250to 375feet per mile. It's described asasingle
rapid ten miles long.

Precedent: Based on the natural resourcesat risk the FERC must
reverse their decision to grant a preliminary permit to Continental
Lands. Boundary Creek hydro is unwarranted because there is
currently asurpluso electricity inthe Pacific Northwest. Boundary
Creek, its associated species and recreational opportunities, on the
other hand, isanirreplaceableresource. Thedamages resulting from
hydro projects are long lasting.

Contact: John Gangemi, American Whitewater, Conservation
Director

16. Watauga River, NC.
ISSUE: Access to the put-in is still threatened by new bridge
construction,which could resultin closuredf the parkingareakby the

a) ! "
AR EREPEN G e e
MiMersi@rr tﬁg@

s - J4- 135 - ) - e -

Armarican Wihitewaler v Sepiember * October 2000

creek. Accesstothe American Whitewater take-out isalso threatened
by theirresponsible actions of afew boaters that have been less than
neighborly when visiting our site. Loud music early on a Sunday
morning, unleashed dogs, camping, and fast driving by a few people
could be enough to unite the neighborhood against us. Folks, it's up
to us be good neighbors. Don't blow this for us! If you see someone
usingAmerican Whitewater'stake-out and being irresponsibleor rude,
speak up and let them know what's at risk.

GOAL: Preserve access at the put-in, improve relations with
neighbors at the take-out, and improve boater etiquette among our
visitors. Potentially move AW property into USFS ownership.

CONTACT: Jason Robertson, American Whitewater, Access Direc-
tor

e —
17. Mid-Atlantic, Summer Whitewater in

MD, PA, WV, and VA.

ISSUE: The 1999 drought increased awareness of crowding on a
handful of rivers on the East Coast, including the Upper and Lower
Yough, and Ocoee. While some eastern boaters traveled to distant
statesin order to find water, many concentrated use on atiny handful
of popular rivers with regular dam releases. Asthe popularity o the
sport continues to grow, and as whitewater revenues become an
increasingly important part of local economies, thisis clearly a great
time to work on obtaining and publicizing additional whitewater
releaseson regional rivers. These releaseswill serveaspressure release
valves on the high userivers.

GOAL: Obtain additional summer releases on busy summer week-
ends to take crowding pressure off the Ocoee and Yough. Targeted
rivers will include the Savage (MD), Stony (PA), Randol ph-Jennings
(MD), Gauley (WV), etc.

CONTACT: Jason Robertson, American Whitewater, Access Direc-
tor

i
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18. Lower Yough, PA.

ISSUE: On September 29, 2000, American Whitewater will be
holding legal, park-approved races down Ohiopyle Falls for the
second year inarow. Thisisonly thesecond opportunity since 1964
that boaters have had to legally run thefalls. Morethan 200 boaters
ran the fals on American Whitewater's race day in 1999, and we
logged more than 1,300 safe descents in a matter of 10 hours.
However, it remainsillegal to run the falls during the remainder o
the year.

GOAL: Obtain regular access to the Ohiopyle Falls, during low
visitation periods of the day such as between 5 pm and dusk, or dawn
and 9 am.

CONTACT: Jason Robertson, American Whitewater, AccessDirec-
tor

19. Housatonic River, CT

ISSUE: Hydropower Relicensing

GOAL: Protect and restore whitewater boating opportunities

Current Status: Connecticut Light and Power recently submitted
new license applications for two hydropower projects on the
Housatonic River in Connecticut, Falls Village, and Bulls Bridge.
Flowsfrom both projects effect whitewater boating opportunities in
downstream reaches. The Falls Village project diverts water around
the Class |V rattlesnakerapid and regulatesflowsin the ClassTI Falls
Villagesection. The BullsBridgefacility divertswater around aClass
IV section. The recently submitted license application does not
containanannual schedul eofwhitewater releasesfor the Rattlesnake
rapid and an insufficient number of releases for the Bulls Bridge
reach. Furthermore,the Connecticut Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) issued a draft water quality certification that se-
verely limits summer boating opportunities on the Falls Village
section. The DEP’s water quality standards identify whitewater
boating as a beneficial use of the Housatonic in the Fals Village
section. Because thewater quality certification precludeswhitewater
use of FallsVillage, the DEPisinviolation o the state anti-degrada-
tion standards. American Whitewater, along with local paddling
clubs and conservation organizations, will likely appea this water
quality certification under the anti-degradation clause. The groups
will encouragethe DEPto issue a revised water quality certification
that strives for balanced use of the river resource.

Precedent: Relicensing must be used asan opportunity to balance
resource usesequitably. The CT DEPmust protect all beneficia uses
in their 401 water quality certification. Whitewater recreation isa
beneficial use on the Housatonic. Furthermore, relicensing is an
opportunity totruly restorethebiological integrity of theriver. This
relicensing objective must befirst and foremost and not used asa ploy
to further asingle self-interest as is the case on the Housatonic.

Contact Person: John Gangemi, American Whitewater, Conserva-
tion Director

20. Kern River, California

ISSUE: Hydropower licensing and permits

GOAL: Inrelicense proceeding, advocatefor whitewater opportu-
nitiesand river restoration. Implementannual scheduleofwhitewater
flows. Amend existing permit system so that it more accurately
reflects current use patterns.

Current Status: The Kern River offers 85 miles of Class II-V
whitewater inthesouthern Sierra. Intotal, thereare5 FERC licensed
hydropower projects plusan additional multipurpose reservoir regu-
lating flowsin the Kern watershed. American Whitewater isactively
engaged in each of the relicensings. Two hydropower projects re-
ceived licensesonthe Kern River: Kern River No. Lonthelower river

and Kern River No. 3 on the upper river. American Whitewater
appealed thefinal flow recommendations on KR3 because the flows
failed to meet the needsfor current whitewater uselet alone future
growth in the sport over the next 30 years. The appeal remains
unresolved. American Whitewater is engaged for the recently
started relicensing of the Borel hydropower project below Lake
Isabella

Alocal group d boatersformed the River Advisory Committeein
thefall of 1999. The group meets regularly with the Forest Service
to discuss river-related issues. The group has successfully con-
vinced thelocal Forest Serviceranger district totemporarily discon-
tinue the mandatory boater registration system on the Kern River
from Johnsondal e Bridge downstream. River usewill be monitored
instead through theriver rangers. The River Advisory Committeeis
now working closely with the Forest Service to amend the permit
systemontheClass Vwilderness run known asthe Forksof theKern.
The amendment would increase the number of private permits for
day use.

Precedent: The future management picture isimproving on the
Kern due largely to the persistence of local American Whitewater
members directing SNF staff toward a positive model for river
management. The SNF recently dropped a river user fee plan,
increased access points on the lower Kern, and implemented a
citizen river advisory board. We hope this new river management
outlook will carry over into the SNF’s third attempt to write a flow
schedule for the Kern River No. 3 hydropower license. The flow
schedule must support present whitewater use and be adaptable to
future growth in river sports over the next 30 years.

Contact: John Gangemi, American Whitewater, Conservation
Director

21. New River Dries, WV,

ISSUE: The New River Driesisan awesome but infrequently run
pieceofwhitewater inWestVirginia. It hashugewestern stylewaves
and holes on eastern style bedrock. American Whitewater volun-
teers have already arranged for parking and gotten a bridge gauge
installed, now they're just waiting for regular dam releases—or
better reporting o releases.

GOAL: Obtain scheduled releases, and obtain timely flow infor-
mation.

CONTACT: Tim Daly, 304-757-8571 or Jason Robertson, Access
Director

22. Chelan River, Washington

ISSUE: Relicensing Lake Chelan hydropower project

GOAL: Implement annual schedule of Whitewater releases

Current Status: AmericanWhitewatervolunteersparticipated in
a Whitewater controlled Flow Study in July 2000 on the Chelan
Gorge. The study wasdesigned to identify optimum and minimum
acceptable flowsfor whitewater boating. Theresultsd thestudy will
be used to develop an annual schedule of whitewater releases.
Chelan Public Utility District is currently relicensing the Chelan
Lake Hydropower Project. The current license expiresin 2004.

The Chelan River drops 400 feet between Chelan Lake and the
ColumbiaRiver four miles downstream. The bulk of this gradient
occursinthel.5 mileChelan Gorge. A40foot high dam constructed
at the end o Chelan Lake diverts lake outflows into a 2.2 mile
penstock around the Chelan Gorge to the powerhouse. The flow
study revealed 5 ClassVrapids, 1 Class VI and an abundance of Class
IVin this500footdeep gorge. The Chelan Gorgeistruly awhitewater
cathedral.

Precedent: Whitewater releasesintothe Chelan Gorgehave been
shrouded in controversy over liahility and perceived risk. American
Whitewater worked through the liahility issues associated with the
study phase. Boaters participating in the flow study convinced
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el PETF thal the Cleelan Gorge wass meot-omiby nureigahie bt 8
remarkably whilewaler resource a8 well  Chelan PTTF remaine
concermed that peddbers-lscking the-appropriste skilbs with sttempt
the mn. _Amencan Whhilewvaler 5 working o comnince Ehe Chelan
i thatbmterswittregolate themesebvers based oeskittHevel Most

cortinues working closely with our attorneys, volunteers, and re-
searchers o resolve ownership and navigability issues.

itk Restore accessand navigability rightsto river runnersvia
legdal action in time for the 2001 boating season.

LT ACT: Jason Robertson, American Whitewater, AccessDirec-

stakes hayve recrealional use statules that protoect private landowners

bt

haxard through neglipence. Hdvonower opembanrs are prodected by

these recreational use stalutes. Hydropower operators must not be
albrwred to leverage Diahility issuesin an attempt to forego whitewater
releases

Coniact Person: John Gangemil, Amencan Whitewaler, Conserva
Ui Direchor
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23. Blackwater River, WV.

ISSUE: Thaough legging on the Blackhwater has stopped tempo
rarily, the lack of constructive eommaunication bebween the logging
company that owns most of the valley and does as it pleases, the
Forest Service thal manages regional foresta, the Stale Park that
Borders U properiy. thie Gaveernior that |‘|.'|'\.|;.:|.\_'.L'q_1 r|-|'-|;|._||.|3.|_-_x-:. TiE
al the property al exorhitand prices. the conservationists that have
escalated the issue, and the recreationists and boaters that ;H.i||'.|!h.
ward Lo enjoy the rmeer environment has resulted in a lot of fraved
nerved and frustrations, as well as done lemporary damage fo acoess
and the ecosysiem,

GOAL: Facalitale consiructree commiemcalion bebween Lhe dif
ferend parties and ensure that access and the ecosyetem in this
bsezriatifial river and valley are proteched

LU TALCT: Iason Robertson, American Whilewater, Access [h
FieOLOT

24. Swan River, MT

IS5UE: Loss of river access due to sale of hydropower lands

GOAL: Seoure permanent protection {ir et &n J i propect
lamals

Lurrent Skakus: Acoess b the site of the annual Bi RIOTE by Tilewaler
Fedtval on the Swan River's Wild Mile is threatensd by the sale of ths
lacal hydropmeer projecl. PaciliCarp, the |'-|--.inl e, il ableimip
ing to sell the hydropower facilities and adjscent fands. PacifiCorp
intenads 1o sell the lands separate from the powerhouse and dam
PacifiCorp could sell these lands at highest market value—develop
able waterfront lols. Development of thise lands will dramatically
alter the wild character now presenl ale ing e Swan Kiver anid
imipede access Eo Uhe river. He lainang thie lands with the |'.'\..|||-|'\-| T
prosect guaranteed luture access since the Federal Power Ack
quires project operalors (o provide unhindered public access (o the
walerway. Amencan Whilewaler would ke the project lands 1o be
refarmed with the hydropower facilities. Allermnatively, Amenican
Whilewater s working with bocal organizalions atlemipling 1o racie
funds to purchase sl the river corridor Lands for public use,

Precedent: Utility-owned lands adjscent to the reservorr and
impacted river corridor reist Be inclndéed in the nvdroposer progect
boundary as mitigation. These lands must nol be eligible for ale or
dievelopment outside that prescribed in the FERC loense. The public
misd be allowed free access bo project lands.

Contact

Iirector

labhn Gar TR, American Whitewater, Conservation

25. John's Creek, VA.

Is5UE: Jobhn's Creck lies inthe midst of an incredibly tangled web
of maigabolity, owhership, Bolory. g@real whilewaler, efod. and
heritage. We still don'l recommend mmning this creek unless you
relish getting a trespassing tekel. However, American Whitewaler

26. Little Sandy River, OR

I=51'E: Dam Removal and Access Restrictions for water quality
profection

LLAL: Establish Human Powered Recreation ascompatiblewith
waler queality protection goals

LCurrend status: In the process o relicensing their hydropower
prigect on the Sandy and Bull Run Rivers in Oregon, Portland
Leneral Elzctric voluntarily elected to surrender the 22 megawatt
prodect. Hemovad of two dams, one on the Sandy River and a second
van the Lietle Sandy, are under consideration in this surrender
apgticatioss. The dam on the Little Sandy has diverted nearly all the
waler [romm the Little Sandy intoacanal destined for apowerhouseon
the Bull Hun River.

Lmericam Whitewater and Alder Creek Kayak and Canoe Shopin
Fortland e been working closely with PGE and the relicensing
stakeholde s in the development of dam removal alternatives. Re-
munval af the Little Sandy dam would restore natural flows to the
currently bnpaired river channel. The Little Sandy has tremendous
potential a2 acreek runcloseto Portland. Removal of Marmotdamon
the main 5andy River will accomplishtwo goals. Instream flowsthat
are nisw diverted will berestored to the Sandy River Gorge, aClass |V
rurn. extendling the season into the early summer. Removal will also
evenltually restorenearly amiled river channel currently filled with
gravel and Silts.

Because of fish management policies - hatchery fish below the
darm aiwl we 1d fish above - Marmot dam currently servesasasorting
[acility for anigrating salmon. Additional uncertainty about sediment
migration upon removal o the dam is causing concern among fish
agencies albout dam removal. Removal originally scheduled for 2001
appcars 1o be delayed as fisherman argue to maintain the hatchery
fishery by sorting and fish agencies wring their hands over possible
shwort term losses to wild fish runs.

Making matters more complex, the city of Portland recently
pained legislative support to annex the Little Sandy watershed into
the munsci pd water supply district. The headwaters of the adjacent
ffull Hum watershed is the current source for Portland's water.
Human sccessinto the Bull Runwatershed isstrictly prohibited asa
means L protect water quality. Portland now wants to extend this
wame acuead restriction to the adjacent Little Sandy watershed. This
would ¢liminate whitewater boating. Closure o the Little Sandy
walershed unfairly precludes human powered recreation opportuni-
fres. Water quality protection is compatible with human powered
recreation asdemonstratedinthenumerouswildernessareasthrough-
st the cou ntry. Furthermore, water from the Little Sandy entersthe
Fulf Hun ver below Portland's water diversion structuresso there
i ma chance for human contamination o Portland's water supply.

Frecede nt: Many groups have worked hard on the dam removal
allernafive asaviable option to restore the Sandy and Little Sandy
Fuwers. The city of Portland's efforts to preclude use o the Little
Sandy walershed to human powered recreation will succeed in
alienating thevery groupsand individual sthat worked to restore this
rever. Whitiwater recreation and other human powered recreation
sctivities are compatible with clean water goals.

Lantact John Gangemi, American Whitewater, Conservation
irector or Keith Jensen, Alder Creek Canoe and Kayak (503)285-
1464, eemail: <aldercreek@uswest.net>.
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27. Caney Fork and Daddy's Creek in the
Obed Emary, TN.

ISSUE: Why can't paddlers have access to this beautiful stream
without a 2-hour shuttle and a 1000-foot climb in elevation? Ameri-
can Whitewater is working with our volunteers to obtain vehicle
accesstothetake-out at Obed Junction. Thiswon't solvethedistance
issue (it'sstill 43 miles one-way to the put-in), but it does take care
of the access. It would aso provide access to the Obed from Obed
Junction to Nemo, the best non-hair run on the plateau. Theriver is
a National Recreation Area, but the Park Service ownsvery little of
the watershed property. The Devil's Breakfast Table is inside the
Catoosa Wildlife Management Area, which is administered by Ten-
nessee Fish and Game. The access roads from Nemo, Potter's Ford,
and Antioch are blocked for several months at a time to alow
controlled access for hunts. This doesn't normally cause a problem
during the autumn because there's rarely any water. But they also
close the area from the end of January to the end o March, then
during April for turkey hunts on theweekends. Thiscauses problems
because there is water during the turkey season. In April, several
boaters were issued $142 trespassing tickets for taking out.

GOAL: Improve access to Obed Junction, and improve commu-
nication with river and forest management authorities.

CONTACT: Jason Robertson, American Whitewater, Access Di-
rector

28. AnimasRiver, Colorado

ISSUE: Proposed Pump-Storage Project resulting inout of basin
water transfer

GOAL: Defeat legislation appropriating fundsfor project

Current Status: Like the Energizer bunny, the Animas La Plata
Project (ALP)just won't die. Thiswater storage project has been
proposed in one form or another since the 1950s. The Bureau of
Reclamation issued a Supplemental Environmental Impact State-
ment (SDEIS)for themost recent version inthe Spring of 2000. This
pumped storage project would provide water to agricultural lands
and municipalities in the Four Corners region as well as the Ute
Indian nation. In 1988, Congress agreed to provide water to the Utes
inexchangefor nativeclaimstowater currently in useby farmersand
cities in the Four Corners area. Opponents to the project say the
proposal primarily benefits Anglo farmers and municipalities with
littleif anywater benefitingthe Utenation. The proposal inefficiently
subsidizesfarming and promotes additional growth in thearid Four
Corners region. Conservation groups have proposed aless expensive
Indian-only alternative that deliverswater to thetribesor allowsthe
tribes to sell water stored in Lake Powell.

Comments on the DSEIS by the paddling community are being
unfairly labeled asoppositionto | ndianwater rights. Thisisan unfair
characterization of recreational river users. Recreational river users
often find themselves in a position to be guardians o the environ-
ment. Itisthroughour recreation that we discoverimpactsonrivers.
Wefight to uphold lawsthat aredesigned to protect theenvironment.
In reality, the ALPisawestern pork barrel water project wrapped in
an Indian blanket to ramrod it through Congress.

Precedent: Many view this asthe last remnant of western water
projects. Defeating ALPin its present form will send afirm message
totheBureau of Reclamationthattheeradf fiscallyand environmen-
tally irresponsible water projectsislaid to rest.

Contact: John Gangemi, American Whitewater, Conservation
Director or Kent Ford, e-mail: kentford@frontier.net.

29. Kaweah River, CA.

ISSUE: The Kaweah is one of very few ClassIII riversin central
California. This river isideal for intermediate boaters. Unfortu-
nately, there isessentially noaccessto the 5-mile, roadside Class I11
section. Privatelandowners havefenced off theriver or posted it with

"no trespassing” signs, and the DOT has closed most of the highway
pullouts. Ironicaly, there is a huge state-owned river access and
parking site at the take-out, however thestate has donelittle to help
with establishing a put-in. To make matters worse, a small, vocal
group of private landowners sporadically asks the County Board to
issueastatement that theriver isnot navigable. However, the County
Board has consistently deferred to the State Constitution, and has
supported navigability whenever the issue comes up for discussion.

GOAL: Obtain improved public river access and parking on the
Kawesh River. Potentialy work to acquire access easementsat the
Pumpkin, Dinely, and North Fork Bridges.

CONTACT: Jason Robertson, American Whitewater, AccessDirec-
tor

-
30. Headwater tributaries, Wes Branch

Penobscot, ME

ISSUE: Unauthorized sale and surrender of hydropower storage
reservoirs

GOAL: Require appropriate protection and mitigation with sur-
render application

Current Status: 1n 1998, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion (FERC) ruled that six storage reservoirs on tributaries to the
West Branch of the Penobscot did not require licensing. American
Whitewater alongwith numerous other river conservation organiza-
tions appealed this decision. In July 1999, the FERC reversed their
decision after review of American Whitewater et a's arguments for
licensing the projects. In April 2000, Great Northern, owner and
operator of the projects, lost their appeal of the FERC's jurisdictional
ruling. The FERC ordered Great Northern to begin the licensing
process either in association with four existing storage projects or
licensethesix inaseparatelicense. Inresponsetothe FERC'sorder,
Great Northern hasindependently ceased operation o fivedamsand
sold Nesowadnehunk reservoir for $1. Great Northern now claims
the projects do not require licensing. Thisis a bold attempt by a
utility to dodge the environmental review necessary with licensinga
project. The FERC ordered Great Northern to license the projects.
Great Northern unilaterally made the decision to cease dam opera-
tions. This independent action undermines the FERC's authority.
The six storage projects continue to have impacts on the riverine
environment. These impacts include in part; changes in water
temperature, barrier to upstream/downstream fish passage, barrier
to sediment movement, navigational obstruction, and regulation of
instream flows. Procedurally, Great Northern isrequired to filefor
a surrender application with the FERC. During the surrender
process the resource agencies and the public are able to provide
comments regarding the appropriate protection, mitigation, and
enhancement measures necessary for the respective streams.

Precedent: The FERC should require Great Northernto undergi
a surrender proceeding. Failure to do so challenges the FERC's
authority to oversee private hydropower projects throughout the
country. Numerous utilities operate water storage projects across
the country. These storage reservoirs are critical for downstream
power generation. Storage of water impacts downstream riverini
ecological processes and recreational opportunities. As such, all
hydropower storage projects should be required to undergo alicen:
ing process that sets necessary conditions to protect aquatic biota
and recreation. Great Northern's unilateral action challenges the
public's right to set necessary conditions on public waterways. Imn
fact, in Maine alone, numerous storage projects have been ruled
jurisdictional. These projects are licensed or are in the process of
being licensed with the necessary conditions to protect recreational
useand aquatic biota. Permitting Great Northern to decommission
their storage reservoirs without approval jeopardizes whitewater
releases and instream flows at other storage projects.

Contact: John Gangemi, American Whitewater, Conservation
Director
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drict lands' rights activists are stirring the pot and dredging up a
=mall, well-funded, and vocal constituency.

During the 1999 legislativesession, Oregon's senate reviewed the
Oregon River Access Bill (SB 832) that clarifies public recreation
rights on the state's waters. Jason Robertson helped draft much of
{he language in this bill and made sure that it formalizes boaters
rightsto 1) float down any tributary capable of supportingaboat and
=) alows recreational uses incident to boating (i.e., swimming,
wading, picnicking, fishing).

In June 2000, the Mountain States Legal Fund filed a lawsuit in
izderal court in Helena, Montana seeking to have Montana's Stream
“ccess statute declared unconstitutional. The lawsuit was filed on
rehalf of out-of-state landowners on the Stillwater River, the Ruby
Hiver, and another small creek. The lawsuit will be defended by the
sttorney General's office. Montana's Stream Access Law isthe most
favorable in the nationand has become amodel for legislativeefforts

a0ther states. Paddlers everywherehaveastakein making surethat
L his piece of legislation survives constitutional attack.

GOAL: Defend the state of navigability lav in Montana and

{)regon. |n Montana, American Whitewater will fileanamicuscuriae
rief in support of the State. In Oregon, American Whitewater will
ontinue to support the River Recreation Rights Coalition.

CONTACT: Jody White [jwhite@peak.org], Willamette Kayak &
izanoe Club Conservation Chair; or Keith R Jensen

acks@teleport.com], AWA Regional Coordinator or Jason Robertson,
"merican Whitewater, Access Director
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i4. Wolf River, WI

ISSUE: Surface Mining impacting water quality

GOAL: Defend against attemptsto bypassthe Mining M oratorium
| egislation

Current Status: A proposed copper and zinc mine in the headwa-
t2rs of the Wolf River threatenswater quality in the Wolf River. The

recreat|on The USFSlscharged W|th managl ng some 96 deS| gnated
components o the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System (some
4,316 miles).

This is an opportunity for the Forest Service to protect the
headwaters of scoresofwhitewater treasures. RiverssuchasSections
0 through IV o the Chattooga (SC/GA/NC), the Selway and Middle
Fork Salmon (premier multi-day wilderness runs in ID), the Salt
(AZ),the headwater rivers and creeks in the Cheat watershed (Wv),
and many, many more that lie in America's Nationa Forests. The
Roadless AreasPolicy isan incredible opening to positively influence
the way the Forest Service manages some dof our country's most
renowned rivers!

Precedent: The USFS proposal has the potential to be morethan
just aroadless area policy. With the assistance of the Forest Service
and thesupport of the current Administration, this policy can easily
form the basis for a national river protection initiative. Protecting
roadless areas will have the effect of shielding many of America's
rivers, headwater creeks, and watershedsaswell astheland and forest
resources that are vulnerable to development pressures. Those
roadless areas that include remote or wilderness rivers will be
especialy critical asriver resources provide additional benefitsforall
outdoor recreation users including those who fish, hike, climb,
kayak, canoe, or raft.

Contacts. John Gangemi, American Whitewater, Conservation
Director and Jason Robertson, American Whitewater, Access Direc-
tor

33. Navigability: ORand MT

ISSUE: Private threats to public recreation and navigability
rights in Oregon and Montana are coming largely from two areas:
landowners fearing development o prescriptive easements, and
landownersfearing liability. Both fearsare unfounded; nevertheless

Wolf serves asa municipal water supply for a number of Wisconsin
towns. TheWoalf isalso Wisconsin's premier whitewater river with 30
miles of Class II-I1I water runnable nearly year round. Mining
pollutionwould jeopardizemunicipal watersupplies, paddler'shealth,
and a significant trout fishery.

The proposed Crandon Mine would extract sulfide ore from an
1,800-foot shaft, then separate the copper and zinc aswell as other
precious metalsin achemical process, leaving the remaining ore as
a waste product. The process requires highly toxic chemicals. The
proposal also requires pumping threetofour million gallonsd water
daily from the mineshaft into the Wolf River. This water would be
highly acidic, degrading water quality in the Wolf River to the point
whereitis uninhabitable for aquatic species. Leaksfrom thesettling
ponds would further degrade water quality.

In 1998, the Wisconsin legislature passed legislation labeled the
Mining Moratorim Bill. The legislation prohibits issuing sulfide
mine permitsin Wisconsin until the mining industry can identify a
similar sulfide minethat hasoperated and been reclaimed for at |east
ten years without causing contamination of nearby water supplies.
Environmental groups are confident that such a mine reclamation
does not exist. The mining industry, on theother hand, isconfident
that it can identify a sulfide mine operation meeting these require-
ments. This exposes the weaknesses of the Mining Moratorium
legislation: data collection and interpretation. State water quality
programsare inadequately funded. Data collection and analysiswill
likely be derived from the industry.

Precedent: Wisconsin's tough mining lawsare already serving as
a template for other western states. Attempts to circumvent this
legislation or misrepresent datafrom areclaimed minesite must be
challenged.

Contact: John Gangemi, American Whitewater, Conservation
Director
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35. North Caraolina.

ISSUE: Mog states can use state and federal funds to develop
river access sites and parking; however North Carolinais not one of
those states. American Whitewater has been working with volun-
teersand the State Senate to passasimplerider-free bill authorizing
the use of federal funds to develop river access sites. However, a
couple o powerful senators have repeatedly derailed the proposed
legislation. Instead of authorizing the use of essentialy "free"
federal funds, these same senators have instead proposed a boater
registration "tax" to fund the development o river accesssites. How
thistax benefitsstateresidentsisunclear, neverthelesstheAmerican
Whitewater supported bill isin limbo while our volunteers work to
sway the senate to support a clean, unmodified bill.

GOAL: Obtain legislative authority for NC-DOT to use highway
funds to build river access sites. Block attempts to require boat
registration for revenue purposes.

CONTACT: Cleo Smith, 919-755-1290, [clesmith@hotmail.com],
Bob Brueckner [rjbrueckner@mindspring.com], or Jason Robertson,
American Whitewater. AccessDirector

36. Ocoee River, TN.

Issue: River Flowsand Proposed Parking Fee

Last year wewrote about the Upper Ocoee and the new schedul ed
releasesthankstothe commercial outfitters purchase of water from
the Tennessee Valey Authority (TVA). This year the commercial
outfittersagain purchased water, and kayakersare benefiting. How-
ever, word from the outfitters is that interest and demand from
customersto raft the Upper has not been enough to cover thewater
costs leaving them to consider purchasing less daysin 2001. Frus-
tration is mounting for the outfitters as they continually negotiate
with TVA for water and pay fees. Should the outfitters decideto pull
out of paying for water, releases will no longer take place on the
Upper. Inaddition, event water (upto 10 daysayear provided by TVA
"freeof charge") isbeing squeezed dueto theincreasing demands on
theuse of thesite for events such asthe Ocoee Rodeo, Slalom Team
Trialsand Slalom World Championships, all scheduled to take place
on the Upper in 2001. American Whitewater continuestowork with
agencies, outfitters, private boaters, and TVA to leverage additional
boating days on this outstanding whitewater resource.

New this year is a threat of a different kind - cited as a pilot
program, an entrance feeisscheduled to beimplemented thisfall at
the parking areas on the Ocoee and Hiwassee Rivers, providing a
highly public example of the fee demo program infiltrating another
popular river destination. The amount of the fees has not been
determined, but under discussionis$2to$4acar - or $2 per person.
Annual passes could cost $20 or more. Tennessee lawmakers
approved establishing fees this year, with the money dedicated &
parksrather thangoingintothestate's general fund. The Ocoeearea
Park ServiceassuresAmerican Whitewater that thefeeswill be msed
to improve the access areas by increasing parking, cleaning up tle
restrooms, and helping to pay for staff.

Contact Jayne Abbot 828-645-5299

37. South Fork American, CA.

ISSUE: The South Fork American River has made it on our Top
40list every year. We had hoped that thisyear would break thetrend.
Unfortunately, it has returned and will continue to return until El
Dorado County releasesan effective and responsible River Manage-
ment Plan. The plan must acknowledge the public's navigation
rights, and the plan must account for the growth in popularity of
whitewater sports and growth on this river in particular.

GOAL: Preserve public opportunities for non-outfitted use and
enjoyment.

CONTACT: Jason Robertson, American Whitewater, Access Di-
rector

38. Green and Yampa Riversin Dinosaur
National M onument, CO.

ISSUE: The Superintendent announced his intentionsin early
2000 to raise river access and permit fees on the Green and Yampa
Riversin Dinosaur National Monument. Feesare being raised under
cost recovery legislation under which boating is inconsistently and
arbitrarily considered a"special use" by the Park Service. Accessis
aready substantially limited, and the fees will be used to benefit
other park visitors by paying for facilitiesand personnel outside of
the river corridor.

GOAL: Reducefees, improve access, and improve accountability
of park staff to visitors.

CONTACT: Jason Robertson, American Whitewater, Access Di-
rector

s
39. Mokdumne, CA.

ISSUE: The Mokelumne is another California River that has
made it to our Top 40 list since the beginning in 1989. However, it
looks like access problems on the Moke are about to be permanently
resolved! Thiswinter, district attorneys in Amador and Calaveras
countiesdeclined to prosecute paddlerswhowere cited for trespass-
ing in December and March. DAs in both counties strongly affirmed
the public's right to usethe river, including the East Bay Municipal
Utility (EBMUD)-controlled MiddleBar section between Highway 49
and Pardee Reservoir. In fact, DA Smith noted that his office's
resources "should be spent prosecuting more serious offenses than
people who kayak down the Mokelumne River."

While the DAs’ actions have effectively opened the river for now,
a permanent arrangement is needed. Fortunately, the California
State Lands Commission, represented by Deputy Attorney General
LisaTrankley, began to push EBMUD to accommodate river access
early thisyear. Trankley provided key information and adviceto the
local DAs when the kayakers' action came to light. Local govern-
mentsalso joined the effort thisspring. The Calaveras County Board
of Supervisors and city councilsin Amador County's five incorpo-
rated citiesall expressed support for Middle Bar access.

GOAL: Ensure that negotiations for permanent access and
facilities occur this year and that EBMUD provides public accessto
its lands and waters on the Mokelumne River.

CONTACT: FoothillsConservancy, fhc@outdoingit.comor Jason
Robertson, American Whitewater, Access Director

40. Saluda River, South Carolina

Issue: Navigational hazardscreatedwith proposed greenway park

God: Eliminate low-water bridges from park plan

Current Status: The Saludaisabeautiful State Scenic river that
boasts wildlife and scenic beauty. In the 'rebel flagless’ capital of
Columbia there’s 1/8 of a mile of incredible whitewater that is
considered a whitewater gymnasium. Park at the Zoo and work it!

The beauty and attraction of the Saluda River has not gone
unnoticed by thiscapitol city. Thecity has plansfor development of
a greenway park paralleling the Saluda and Congaree Rivers. The
design callsfor aset of low-water bridges across the Broad River at
its confluence with the Saludaand Congaree Rivers. These bridges
poseaserious safety risk for boatersthat might oecome swept under
them.

Precedent: Development of a greenway park will raise awareness
and thus ensure protection of the Saluda, Congaree, and Broad
Riversin South Carolina’s state capitol. Thismay carry over to other
riversin thestate and southeast region. Atthesametime, greenway
parksalong rivers must be compatiblewith existing useand iltumi-
nate the existing natural environment rather than detracting from
it.

Contact: John Gangemi, American Whitewater, Conservation
Director or Charlene Thompson, email: cheetahtrk@vahoo.com.
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"Park Service Blows Eddy, Floats into Lava, and Balls:
Why American Whitewater Sued the Grand Canyon”

By Jason Robertson

6,500 people, the Waiting List for Grand Canyon permitsisat

sast 24 very long years. "The List" spans generations. I've

1eard friends talking about bringing their grandkids down
twenty yearsin thefuture. Others haveeven tried registering unborn
children on"The List" in order to give them atrip for their college
graduation or asawedding present. | have other friendswho want to
lead their owntrips, but have been forced by the Park's unreasonable
system to purchase commercial tripsin order to experience theriver
while they're still young, powerful, and paddling at their best and
with their closest friends.

The List keeps growing, but the Park Service has decided to do
nothing to control it or address the problem. Meanwhile, Park
policies let the commercial outfitters offer wealthy clients very
expensive trips mere weeks in advance.

American Whitewater has been working with planning teamsin
the Grand Canyon National Park for over two decades in order to
resolvethelong-devel oping conflictsover the Private Boater Waiting
List, Colorado River Management Plan, and Wilderness.

Our staff and volunteers have played aspecial rolein representing
Americds private boating community on the Colorado - because we
know thatthehighly influential decisionsmadehy theGrand Canyon's
management teamwill have ripple effectsacrossother river manage-
ment agencies and wilderness rivers around the country.

Weve seen that both good and bad management decisionsin the
Canyon have atremendous effecton river runners and on manage-
ment decisions nationwide.

Asearly as March 1978, American Whitewater Board Member Pete
Skinner pointedly predicted that the Park's management planwould
"provide a guaranteed ride on the ,
Colorado River to rich people and
force the not-so-rich boaters with
their own equipment to wait years |
and perhaps decades to "run" the
Grand. Thefact that this prediction
was so accurate hassurpassed even
Pete's expectations.

The unjustifiable failure o the
Superintendent toaddresspark-cre-
ated problemsintheGrand Canyon
via a new management plan will
likely exacerbate management prob-
lems on other especially-treasured
rivers, such as the Green and Yampa
in Dinosaur National Park.

Hundreds o river runners in-
vested years o their personal time
and energy working on the public planning process on the Colorado
River in Grand Canyon. These groups and individuals sought to
protect a unique 18-day wilderness river running experience that is
unequaled and unavailable anywhere else in the world.

Unfortunately, the Superintendent's abrupt decision to curtail
the planning process robbed the publicof itsvoice in preserving this
primitive river experience.

Withthe CRMPderailed, Americaisindanger of losing asmall but

“American Whitewater, l

Grand Canyon Private
Boaters Association, and
National Parks Conservation
Association Sue Grand
Canyon Over Wilderness
and River Plan Termination”

important piece of its national experience—an experience that
harkens back to the earliest days of Western wilderness explora-
tion—and, an experience that preserves for our American heritage
the unique opportunity of visiting the backcountry in the Grand
Canyon on nature's terms rather than a machine's.

WiththeSuperintendent's decision, Parkmanagement hasbacked
the public into a corner with no option but to sue. '

Our suitisintended toserveasawake-upcall tothe Park Service,
and a reminder to the Superintendent not to fail the public in the
Grand Canyon.

In November 1997, then Access Director Rich Hoffman, wrote
that "Management o the Colorado River must provide for thelong-
term preservation of the river resources and assure that this out-
standing wildernessarea will not be further deteriorated. In short,
all decisions must be fully accountable to the generations o future
Americans. Management decisions must be developed with input
and approval from an informed public."

Little has changed in the intervening years; the park still needs
to logically and comprehensively address the management issues
and conflicts that we've raised in our suit, and the only means of
doing that is by reviving the public planning processviathe Colo-
rado River Management Plan.

Thissuit will be expensive, and it will likely take at least 2 years
to resolve. You can help by making a donation to our Whitewater
Lega Defense Fund. Make a tax-deductible contribution to: Grand
Canyon Lawsuit, American Whitewater, Access Director, 1430
Fenwick Lane, Silver Spring, MD 90210.

Flagstaff, AZ July 6, 2000 —
The Grand Canyon Private Boat-
ers Association, American
Whitewater, and National Parks
| Conservation Association, along

with individual plaintiffs includ-
ing Elizabeth Boussard and Kim
Crumbo, filed suit today infederal
court against Secretary o Inte-
rior Bruce Babbitt, National Park
Service Director Robert Stanton,
and Grand Canyon National Park
Superintendent Rob Arnberger.

The suit challenges Superin-
tendent Arnberger's February 23
decision to halt work on awilder-
ness plan and revised Colorado
River management plan. The suit
alsoallegesthat the Park Service hasfailed to protect thewilderness
qualitiesd the Colorado River and failed to providefair accessfor all
Americanswho want to visit the Park viatheriver.

"We were very disappointed when Superintendent Arnberger
ended public participation inthefirst serious river plan revisionin
almost 20 years," said Willie Odem, President of Grand Canyon
Private Boaters Association (GCPBA).

"Thissuitisbasicaly about democracy," said Randall Rasmussen,
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Policy Analyst for National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA).

"The NPShasshort-circuitedaprocessand our objectiveissimply to
get it back on track so that all parties can continue to participate
equally.”

"The decision to rob the public of itsvoice in the Grand Canyon
is alarming," said Jason Robertson, Access Director for American
Whitewater. " The NPS cannot avoid its responsibilities and simply
bury its head in the sand whenever acontroversial issue arises. The
Superintendent's decision to halt the planning processwas incred-
ibly shortsighted, and - unchallenged - will have negative repercus-
sions on other rivers throughout America.”

The lawsuit, filed in the federal district court in Phoenix, seeksa
resumption of thewildernessand Colorado River planning processat
Grand Canyon National Park. Plaintiffsallegethat the park's termi-
nation of those planning processes and previous management ac-
tions have violated the National Park Service Organic Act, Wilder-
ness Act, National Park System Concessions Policy Act, National
Environmenta Policy Act, Administrative Procedures Act, and Na
tional Park Service Management Policies and Plans. Plaintiffs out-
lined a list of issues the wilderness and river planning process was
designed to address, suchasmotorized usesand river access manage-
ment.

"The National Park Service hasfailed to take any action whatso-
ever toadjust or modify allocation between the American public and
the park'sriver concessionairesinafair and equitable manner for the
last 21 years," said Odem. "The removal o fair market competition
between river concessions has resulted in alack of affordable prices
for concessions river trips while Americans wait 20 years to access
the Canyon if they want to float the river on their own. Helicopters
regularly land at the river's edge to remove concessions passengers
from motorized tour boats in the Park's potential wilderness. The
Superintendent's removal o the public from voicing concernsand
participating in operational planning development o the Colorado

River prompted this legal action."

The Colorado River Management Plan has not been substantially
revised and opened to public comment since 1989. The 1989 CRMP
was intended to be in operation for only fiveto ten years. The 1995
General Management Plan for Grand Canyon National Park also
requires a revision o the Colorado River Management Plan.

Grand Canyon Private Boaters Association (GCPBA) is a 600-
member organization with membersfrom across the United States.
Itsgoal isfairand equitableaccessfor all membersadf thepublictoour
national landsand parks, and to provide a meansfor privatecitizens
to participate in management planning, protection, and support of
these lands, especialy at Grand Canyon National Park.

National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA) is America's
only private, nonprofit citizen organization dedicated solely to pro-
tecting, preserving, and enhancing the U.S. National Park System.
NPCA was founded in 1919 and today has nearly 450,000 members.
"NPCA — ProtectingParksfor Future Generations."

American Whitewater istheonly national, nonprofit conservation
organization dedicated solely to protecting America's whitewater
rivers. Founded in 1957, American Whitewater is a membership
organization with 8,600 members and 160 canoe and paddling club
affiliates nationwide. Its mission isto conserve and restore America's
whgevvater resources and to enhance opportunities to enjoy them
safely.

Three Arizona residents and one resident o Oregon are also
plaintiffs in the lawsuit.

Thefull text of the complaint can befound at www.gcpba.org.

For more information contact:

Byron Hayes, Grand Canyon Private Boaters Association, 1-888-
443-0540 (pager)

Jason Robertson, American Whitewater, 1-301-589-9453

Randall Rasmussen, National Parks Conservation Association, 1-
505-247-1221

American Whitewater Salutes

CLASS VI RIVER
RUNNERS

& USA RAFT

B for morethan a decade, making availablethe
take-out far Upper Gauley paddlers on outfitter
property along Panther Mountain Road.

*

Note: boat shuttle ($5 per boat) runs Sat-Sun in Gauley
release season. Volunteersprovided by, and all proceeds benefit, the West VirginiaRiversCoalition.
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"Don't Park on My Property!”

What should you 0 when you hear these words?

By Jason Robertson, Access Director

The Scenario: You've been usi ng thesame
roadside parkingareaand put-inforyears. Today, as

R S e S

road and park, he approaches your car and starts

d%lyh gﬁ ty()u re trespassing on his property. What

Be Polite: Always remember to be polite. Just because he's
yelling at you, doesn't mean that helll become more cooperative if
you yell back at him. Courtesy will open more doors than a single
thoughtless comeback on your part. Try to defuse the situation by
remaining calm. Whatever, you do don't escalate the situation, and
don't getin hisface. You don't want him to call the police and have
you arrested (seePlot Twist IVbelow). Intheabsenced hard physical
evidence of an easement, the police are likely to side with the
landowner before coming around to your way o thinking.

-

l!ﬁ_llderness Tnurs

School of Kayaking

ON THE WORLD FAMOUS
OTTAWA RIVER

Big raplds Warm Water,

Get I nformation: Try tofind outwhy the guy is mad, who he
is, who he's mad at, and what you can doto ease thesituation. Appear
cooperative regardless of how cooperative you're realy feeling. In a
best case situation, the guy isjust looking for a sympathetic ear and
will back off after he’s had a chance to vent. If he backs off,go ahead
and report the event to American Whitewater sowell havearecord of
itif itcomesupagain, or sowecan addresstheissue proactively before
itturnsintoarea conflict.

Back Off and Regroup: The guy may let you run the river
today, just this"onelast time." If so, haveagreat trip. If not, back off,
and look for an alternative access point or even consider running
another river.

Do Some Sleuthing: Later, when you get off the river, and
you're still in the area do some sleuthing. Head over to the county
courthouseor recordsofficeand ask for copiesd the property map for
the area and a copy o the landowner's deed. Copies of these docu-
mentswill cost about $5. Then, find out how wide the easement ison

Apren paddling

97 Workd Freestyis
Cabyr il

B Wi gl gia
Ginlel '.1--:- "1
it T T

Mors Whitewaler
For Your Dollar

L e = . 560 WWWw wWildarna

- w h

WTKS
1-800-267-9166
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theside o road by asking for amap showing the public right-of-way
or highway easement for theroad. If thisinformation isnot available,
call the county DOT officeor Sheriffsofficeand they should be able
tohelpyou, or direct you to someonethat knowstheanswer, and can
providedocumentation of thewidth of the easement. If you normally
park on theside of road and hike down to the river by a bridge, ask
for a map or description o the property and easement boundaries
around the bridge and trail areatoo.

Contact American Whitewater : Withthedeed, property
map, easement information, and name and addressdf the landowner
in hand, make a copy and send, fax, or e-mail the documentswith a
description o the incident and copies of any tickets or previous
correspondence to American Whitewater's Access Director at

Access@amwhitewater.org, or 1430 Fenwick Lane, Silver Spring,
MD 90210, fax 301-589-6121.

Contact the Troublemaker: After notifying American
Whitewater about the problem, we will work with you to develop a
strategy for resolving the problem. Normally our first course of
action is contacting the landowner via mail and seeing how he
responds. Depending on whether there is an easement, we may
simply lay down the law, or propose alternative solutions to address
the landowner's concerns. For instance we might describe the state
Recreational Use Statutesif he's concerned about liability, provide
documentation of the state's easement if he's concerned about
property rights, or we might offer to patrol the areafor trash. If he
backs down and stops hassling you that's ideal. However, we nor-
mally have to follow up with at least a phone call, personal visit, or

asecond letter. Regardless, it's important to document all o these
interactions and keep your cool.

Getting the Lav on Your Side: 1f the landowner keeps
raising a stink even after being contacted by yourself or American
Whitewater, then it's probably time to contact the sheriff. Generally
thefirst contact with the sheriff is by a personal phone call. Briefly
explain your experience, where and when it happened, and what has
transpired since your first encounter. If you've done your research,
you should let the sheriff know what you found— especidly if the
landowner is blocking access to a public easement. Again, it is
important to keep a record of whom you've spoken to aswell as the
content of your discussion.

*] want fo Sue!”: Lega action is almost aways the last
option. In the event that legal action is necessary, you should be
prepared to show the documentation from your initial research, and
your earnest attempts to resolve the situation via letters and other
correspondence. American Whitewater may helpyoufind apro bono
attorney or provide other advice at this stage. Be aware that legal
action isoften expensive and that American Whitewater hasalimited
budget. Sometimesthestate or local District Attorney will intervene
and offer to represent you for free.

Plot Twist: "The Fresk Had a Gun!": There are
exceptions to every rule. What do you do when the landowner hasa
gun?If thelandowner iswavingagun around and pointing it at you,
stay calm, get out of the way, and call the sheriff. It is never OK for
someoneto threatenyouwithagun, and thistype of threat generally

Troubleon the Watets

If you had trouble getting to the river, let us know. Use this form to report access
problems so that AW can convincelegislatorsand government authorities where and
when river accessis a problem. If you have met an irate landowner, noticed signs
forbidding access, or werestopped by a landowner, barbed wirefenceor alocked gate,
tell usabout it on thisform. If several boaters are arrested or involved, only 1 form

5. Closures: Rivers closed that were once open

should befilled out per incident naming a boater availablefor future contact. 210 Qo= a,v gg‘y:fg,i,?ft"gg;?‘cy
River State, 1. Trespass. Ticket, warning or arrest for: g%% g?gg""'
110 Trespasson private propert
Datedf incident 120 Trgass on gubl ic peop%rty g%% h?;ﬂ water closure
130  Criminal trespassarrest
Accesscode categories: List below or circlethe cat- 140  Civil trespasslawsuit 6. Naw accessfees
egories, multiple categories are ok. S —— 610  Charged by privatelandowner
. ICAccessLlosure 620  Charged by government agen
210 Denied by federa lav 6.2.1 Fedelgal by gov aoency
Brief description o incident: 211  Deniedby BLM 622  State
212 Denied by Forest Service 623 Locd
213  Deniedhy Natl Park Service
220  Deniedby state 7. Dam controlled rivers
230  Deniedbyloca authority o ater tumed ff
| ——————————— . 720 Inconsistent flow: toomuchor toolittle
3. Injury from man-made obstacles 730 Noncticed releases
Boater contact 310 Barbed wire or fence
Address 320  Low heed dam 8. Lawstitsand legislation
City etc. o _ _ 811  New legislationto block river access.
Phone 4. Obstaclesrunning river, scouting or portaging 812 LawsLitsto block access.
e-mail 410 Fenceor chainonland blocking access 821 New legiglationto enable river access.
420 Fence, wire, or tree on river i acCEsS.
Landowner/Agency/Sheriff contact (if known) blocking access _ 822 Lawsitstoenable
Name, 430  Warningd no trespassing or Send to Ken Ransford, 475SierraVista, Carbondale,
Address postedsign _ 00 81623, 970-963-6800, FAX 970-963-6700.
City etc. 440  Vehidetowed, ticketed, or vanddized  ransford@csn.net
Phon_? 450  Threatsor actsd violence
e-mal

Access is 2 constant struggle. The AW Access Committee needs your NEHQ.
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constitutes3™ degreeassault. If youare threat-
ened by a gun-toting locdl, it is especidly
important to make sure the incident gets
reported to the police. This record can help
protect you and every other boater if thereis
future legal action. Also, if there are other
witnesses, try to get the guy ticketed and
press charges. The exception in this case is
that, if theguy hasagunsittingintheback of
his pickup, or has a pistol holstered, that is
generally within his right unless he starts
threatening you. Again, treat threats seri-
ously and report them to the police.

Plot Twist 11: “Wow, the Dude
Was Right. 1 was Trespassing™:
During your research you discover that the
guy actually owns the property, that there
isn't apublic right-of-way along the highway
where you parked, or that there's no ease-
ment by the bridgewhereyou normally hike
down to the river. What do you do? Unfortu-
nately there's no easy answer to this ques-
tion. First, contact American Whitewater.
Second, we'll work withyou to try and figure
outwhether there's anything that you can do
to ease the landowner's concerns. Extend an
open hand and offer to pick up trash in ex-
change for permission to park there, or de-
scribe the state Recreational Use Statutes if
he's concerned about liability.

Plot Twist ITI:" The Guy Wants
to Sell the Property"” :iftheguy isjust
causing troublein order tosell the property,
find out what you can about purchasing the
site. Then work with your local clubs and
American Whitewater to either purchasethe
property or find a cooperative purchaser.
Sometimes local land trusts are willing to
purchase these access sites, and at other
times state, county, or federal agencies can
help. We can work with you to find potential
purchasers.

TheWhitewater Legal Defense
Fund: we can help more people on more
rivers through adequate funding of Ameri-
can Whitewater's Whitewater Defense Fund.
Please consider makingatax-deductiblecon-
tribution to our Whitewater Legal Defense
Fund (senddonationsto Legal DefenseFund,
AccessDirector, American Whitewater, 1430
Fenwick Lane, Silver Spring, MD 90210). We
tapintothisfundwhenever it's apparentthat
our legal assistance will help to resolve is-
sues d regiona or national significance. In
2000 we have aready provided successful

Eifal ass

stance and advice to boaters on Eha

We went
Paddling!!

www.BOC123.com
800-364-9376

Taylor (CO), Platte (CO), American (CA),
Grand Canyon (AZ),John's Creek (VA),and
Mokelumne (CA)among others.

The Last Word: Remember, even if a
stream is navigable, you cannot access the
streamvia private property without the con-
sent of the owner or alegal accesseasement.
The research that welisted aboveisdesigned
to help determine whether there isa public
easement, or alternate means o legally ac-
cessing the river.

BOULDER OUTDOOR CENTER

Plot Twist IV: “Oh My God. He
Had Me Arrested and My Car Was

Towed!l™: 5 vou slipped up and didn't
back ofl i time and were srreiled, oF your car
was fowed or Bckeled whale vou were all
running the river. What do vou do? First. get
vaur car back il its been towed Second. do
SEILT -:-_"_:i|'|l|_ Third. contact American
Whitewater and we'll work with voai fo fimd
cifal assistance. Depending on the regional

or national importance of the issue, we may
intervene directly, or wemay helptofund an
attorney. Our participation will depend on
the circumstances, funding, and your coop-
eration.

Plot Twist V: " The Freak Said
HeOwnsthe River" :Youvesolvedthe
parking issue, but now the guy clams he
ownstheriver. What doyou do?Tunein next
issue (Nov/Dec 2000) for the answer.

Armarican Whnilewatar

You’ll be paddling too with free

shipping or a $75.00 rebate!
Shop online at www.BOC123.com.

Boulder Outdoor Center
Store Hours: 10-7pm Mon-Sat.
2510 N. 47th Boulder, CO
800-DO-HYDRO 303.444.8420
Surf@BOC123.com
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By Jayne H. Abbot, Events Manager

NOWR Event
News and
Results

The top 3 resultsfor the latest
NOWR events are provided
here. Due to space constraints,
some class resultsare not listed
for all events. For full results,
go to www.nowr.org.

Montana Whitewater
Championships

Men's K-1 Pro

1. Brad Ludden

2. Taylor Robertson
3. Dan Gavere

Women's K-1 Pro

1. Tanya Shuman

2. Gabriella Campbell
3. Simone French

Wenatchee River Festival

Men K-1 Pro/Expert Consoli-
dated

1. Kdly Gillespie

2. Ron Turner

3. James Mole

Women K-1 Consolidated

1. Simone French

2. SaskiaW

3. Rachd

Bigfork Whitewater
Fedival

Aweekend o fun whitewater
competition in slalom,
downriver, freestyle, and free
riding, aswell asatriathalon, a
community gear sale, and
whitewater clinics. All events
were followed by evening ac-
tivities in Bigfork that included
barbecues, dances, raffles, si-
lent auctions, films, great fun,
and a Disco party Saturday
night.

Men's K-1 Pro

1. Macy Burnham
2. Brad Ludden
3. Dan Gavere

Women'sK-1 Pro
1. Annie Chamberlain

2. Simone French
3. LisaBeckstead

Men's K-1 Expert

1. ChrisFrederickson
2. Dan Menten

3. Jason Wing

Women's K-1 Expert
1. KiraSuniswing
2. Tracy Bowerman
3. Debbie Martin

Men's K-1 Junior
1. Eddie Hake
2. Tyler Maxwell
3. James Byrd

Coosa River Whitewater
Fegival

Paddlers and spectators gath-
ered for aweekend of
whitewater fun on the Coosa
River in Alabama. Many events
were designed with the novice
boater in mind: down river ca-
noe races, sit-on-top free-riding
competition and a catchall
event for anyone wanting to
participate called the "Fun
Floa". A party Saturday
evening and auction to raised
fundsfor river conservation
and access rounded out the
weekend.

Men's K-1 Pro

1 EricJackson
2 Steve Fisher
3 Clay Wright

Men's C-1 Pro

1 Chris Manderson
2 Allen Braswell

3 Luke Hopkins

Men's OC-1 Pro
1 Larry Mauzey
2 Denny Kortze
3 BoWallace

Women's K-1 Pro
1 FEricaMitchell
2 Brooke Winger
3 TanyaShuman

Women's K-1 Expert

1 Meéelinda Hendershott
2 K. Herzog

3 TiyaMcNabb

American Whitewater v September ¢ October 2000

Men's K-1 Expert
1 Ted Devoe

2 David Kahn

3 Jesse Shimrock

Men's Jr. Expert

1 Jef Owen

2 TRYon

3 Johnathan Sanders

Wyoming Whitewater Champi-
onships

Lotsdf fun for everyone!
Whitewater freestyle and
downriver racesfor all agesand
abilities.

Men K-1 Pro

1. Squirrel Jardine
2. Macy Burnham
3. Taylor Robertson

Women K-1 Pro
1. KiraWing
2. Simone French
3. Brooke Winger

Men K-1 Expert

1. Jacob Selander

2. BrooksHolmes
3. ChrisFrederiksen

Women K-1 Expert
1. Amy Jimmerson
2. Nod Whitney
3. Kate Downey

Men K-1 Junior

1. Jesse Murphy
2. Eddie Hake

3. Bradey Johnson

Women K-1 Junior
1. Hayley Hamiilton
2. Hannah Scherfig
3. Dawn Hamilton

Potomac Whitewater

Fedival

The Potomac Whitewater Festi-
val, a 2-day whitewater EX-
TRAVAGANZA designed to sup-
port American Whitewater's
river conservation, access, and
safety effortswas a great suc-
cess. The event included a cash
purse for the Pro classes and
Ford Explorer Trucksasthe top
billed sponsor. The Great Falls
Racewas, as always, spectacu-

lar with lots of action and spec-
tator cheers.

Men's K1 Pro

1. Eric Jackson
2. Luke Hopkins
3. Brad Sutton

Women's K-1 Pro
1. Julie Dion

2. EricaMitchell
3. DebRuehle

Men's C-1 Pro
1. Allen Braswell
2. Luke Hopkins
3. Eli Helbert

Men's OC-1 Pro

1. Eli Helbert

2. Frankie Hubbard
3. Denny Kortze

Men's K-1 Expert
1. Jesse Shimrock
2. Bobby Miller

3. Greg Gnecco

Union Chutes Freestyle
Fedtival

Freestyle event for al levels
held at a remarkablesite right
in Denver, CO. Unfortunately
water levels were not spectacu-
lar but the feature used proved
to be dynamic and the rides
were exciting to watch as many
moves could be performed in
the hole.

Men's K-1 Pro

1. Andy Bedingfield
2. Eric Jackson

3. Clay Wright

Women'sK-1 Pro

1. Brooke Winger
2. Gabriella Campbell
3. Jesse Stone

Men's C-1 Pro
1. Brian Miller
2. Barry Kennon
3. Allen Braswell

Menss K-1 Expert

1. Brook Aitken

2. (Tie) Porter Fogleman, Jake
Spies

3. Fred Coriell



Women's K-1 Expert
1. Katie Hertzog

2. Stacey Johnson
3. JessicaMarson

Men's Junior K-1 Expert
1. Cdef Letorney

2. Max Mancini

3. T.RYon

Headwater s Champion-
ship/FiBark

FiBARK isacommunity event
that in addition to on river
competitionsincluded parades,
carnival, and art and food ven-
dors and isattended by 3,000 to
5,000 people. New for 2000,
the town o Salida made im-
provements and cleaned up the
riverbank aswell as construct-
ing a new holefor thisyear's
event. Word from the athletes
isabig thumbsup for theim-
proved hole!

Men'sK-1 Pro

1. Clay Wright
2. Eric Jackson
3. Jason Bates

Women'sK-1 Pro
1 AletaMiller
2. Simone French
3. Nicki Kely

Men's C-1 Pro

1 Luke Hopkins
2. Barry Kennon
3. Eric Jackson

Men's OC-1 Pro
1. Eric Jackson
2. Joel McCune
3. Mark Poindexter

Men's K-1 Expert
1. Scott Alexander
2. Pat Methany

3. Ted DeVoe

Women's K-1 Expert
1. Nancy Hiestra

2. Elenor Perry

3. Sarah Hudson

Men's K-1 Jr. Expert
1 Jesse Murphy

2. Andre Spino-Smith
3. KyleScarborough

AnimasRiver Days
Colorado's premier whitewater
festival isan action packed
weekend fun for families and
entry level paddlers aswell as
the top rodeo and slalom pad-
dlersin theworld. The event

included awhitewater auction,
dinner, and product demos.
Thisyear's event saw the driest
conditions in many years forc-
ing organizers to revamp the
competition from strictly hole
riding to a Freestyle Through a
Rapid format. Dueto the
change in format, no NOWR
Point Series Championship
points were earned by competi-
tors.

Men'sK-1 Pro
1. Eric Jackson
2. BJJohnson

3. Rusty Sage

Women's K-1 Expert
1 Traycee Bowerman
2. F. Dawn Powell

3. Bradley Richmond

Men's K-1 Expert
1 Jamie Bach

2. PT Wood

3. Aaron Stearns

Women'sK-1 Jr. Expert
1 Hailey Hamilton

2. Dawn Hamilton

3. Hannah Scherfig

Men's K-1 Jr. Expert
1 Max Mancini

2. Cdef Letorney

3. MikeRodriques

SkyFest

K-1 Men's Expert
1. Kdly Gillespie
2. Ron Turner

3. ack Kennedy

K-1 Women's

1 Astrid Ensign
2 Cherish Carroll
3 ErinMiller

Men's K-1 Jr.

1 Nathan Jackson
2 Dan McKay

3 Pat Secor

Black River Festival

Rodeo

Afestival for thewhole com-
munity, the Black event in-
cluded booths, clinics and a
fund raising auction. The
Black is destined to be a great
event for future rodeo competi-
tion. Plansarealready inthe
works for an observation deck
and quite possibly a micro-
brewery adjacent and above the
venue that includes a great fea-
ture, Hole Brothers. Watch for

thisone on thecircuit in the
coming years.

Men's K-1 Expert
1. Sean Brabent
2. Matt Hamilton
3. Ted Devoe

Men's Jr. Novice
1. John Kennedy
2. Jacob Robert
3. Al Drucker

Men's Novice
1 Jef Boos
2. MikeKeenan
3. Paul Osborne

Downriver

1 Steve Kauffman
2. Andy Jillings
3. DanMurn

Pre Worldsin Sort,
Spain

Redlly showing our stuff, the
USA team took an amazing
70% of the medals at the Pre-
World's in Spain held June 28 -
July 2. The 2001 Worldsis
sureto bean incredible event
for the US! Herearethetop
3 placementsin each class.

National Paddling
Film Festival 2001

February 23-24,
Lexington, Kentucky

Join us in Lexington in February to support this FUNdraiser
for river causes, but start working NOW
on videos and photos to enter in the competition!

Major sponsors: American Whitewater, Dagger, Kokatat, Ky.
Outdoor Center, Paddler Magazine, Perception, Lotus
Designs, Rocky Mountain Outdoor Center, Stohlquist

For more information on entries or attending the Film Festival:

http://www.surf bwa.org/npff/
or call Zina Merkin at 859-268-2508
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Men'sK-1

1 Eric Jackson USA

2 Jimmy Blakeney UA

3 Nico Chassing FRANCE

Women's K-1

1. Julie Dion CAN
2. AletaMiller UA
3. Deb Rhuele UA

Men's OC-1

1. Brian Miller UA
2. Eli Helbert UA
3. Jamie Burbeck LK

Men's C-1

1. Brian Miller USA

2. EllisSmith UA

3. ChrisManderson UA

Women's Squirt

1. BrookeWinger UA
2. Louise Wigmoore K
3. Hazel Wilson WK

Men's Squirt

1. Clay Wright USA

2 Tom McKee UA

3 Andy Beddingfield USA

Men'sK-1 Jr.

1. Jeff Owen USA

2. Tobias Bersch GER
3. Marlow Long UA
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2nd Annual

OHIOPYLE FALLS RACE

Hayak {:hamplnnshlps i SATURDAY,
e SEPTEMBER 30, 2000

Held ms @ fundeaiser Bl SSESEA W RISSWEISE :1nd the Ohiops o Bl G0d |
RESENE Department, the Ohiopyle Falls Rl B8 gives paddlers an
opportunity torun the otherwise illegal drop. The raze begins at 9 a.m. on

~ September 30 and variousclasses will campetc.
Preregistration and information ar eavailable at www.awa.org
Race infor mation can also he Found at emich.edu/paddle.s
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| September 25th |

Registrationat 8am in
thenarking lot at base of

N
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Saturday Oct. 14
North SL Park, 0id Forge, NY |

Free Admisaon e A o e o = To pre-reqister or for
e TR R B e . more info call
N Ta L T - y - Donnie Hudspeth al
TEALY Stk . s J04/658-5016
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AMERICAN WHITEWATER’S 2000
SCHEDULE OF R VEREVENTS

Come cdéebratewhitewater riversacr osscountry through
American Whitewater’s wor|d famousf&stlvalsand

“Don't Call Thiz a Festival River Rendervons™ Seplember 2-4 Belfor, NYBeaver Riv Chris Baoll F15-65T-HE0T

—_— s meeb i
Gauley Festival _September 16 Summersville, WV PhyllisHorowitz =~ S14-586-2355  whilchZowcatskillned
Ohiopyle Falls Race Sept 30-Oct1  Ohiopyle, P4 American Whitewist et 15800451
Kussell Pork Kendezvous Uctober 2-9 Haysi, VA Brent Austin bUb-Z¢3-2011  surim@kyminnet.org
Moose River Festival October 14 Old Forge, NY Chris Koll 315-652-8397  cko111234@aol.com

American Whitewater Cascade Series

A series o American Whitewater premier level races from mild(er) to wilder held across the country.

Animal [Inner EEilE REEE Sentembher 1R Summersville WV Nonnie Hiudeneth SMERSRESIIE  dhod@seoweh nel
e e e e R R e e o o o e L i i [ e i o o Tt o ot o]
Russell Fork Race October 7 Haysi, VA Brent Austin 606-278-2011  surfin@kymtnnet.org
- Moose Rivei Baxx Nefakor 15 Old Forge, NY ChrisKoll 315-652-8397  cko0111234@a0l.com

RiversLiv 2000 Series Presented by American Whitewater

Ottawa River Rodeo September 2-4, Bryson, QR, Paul Sevcik 416-222-2223 paul @equinoxadventures.com
Kootenay Rodeo September 2-4 Castlegar, BC Gerry Harmon  250-362-2128
gharnlon@bcgas.com

"Get Your Boat Salty" Surf Contest October 21-22 Oakland, CA Elaine Baden 510-893-7833 Ciil kavaki®an!,com
Export A - AWhitewater Rodeo Challenge October 7-8 Bryson, QB Paul Sevcik 416-222-2223

oSt vent o

East COBS: Rodeo Qusf Circuit

Outer Banks >urt nayak Koaeo Septemb ram Malec COESSSNEDOUN  DAINWKNSPOTTS.COm
Folly Beach Surf Kayak Rodeo October 21-22 Folly Beach, SC Carol Townsend  843-762-8106 prch2o@bellsouth.net
North Myrtle Beach Surf Kayak RodeoOctober 28 No. Myrtle Beach, SC Rick Gardner 843-272-4420
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ACE PR aic e

Adventures: Rafting « Koyak Instrection * Mountain Biking * Horsebadk Riding » Rock Climbing
Lodging: Z-Bedroom Chalets » Loke View Cobins * Bunkhouses * Cabin Tents » Camping

(888) 223-7238

www.aceraft.com/awa.him
goplaconaitoom = PO Box 1148, Oak Hill WY 28501

ACE  wgST VIRGINIA'S

cois € LARGEST
INYENTORY OF

KAYAKS

Our OutfittersStore offersalarge ranged boating
and outdoor gear from top names. Vist our booth
at Gauley Fest, Sept. 16 and at Bridge Day, Oct. 21.

Dagger

= L
e B =]
ESKIMO neatio —
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2007 § 0§ s "_"1".."&
perception* . i : L N
NE K} , “-- 'h'.:_' &
MECK VIR PERRETET L
.\.—U T !r
Lotus 1\}
Werner FREE ]
ShredReady DEMOS e i
mountainsut  TRADE-INS “]_,-\_..«
Grateful Heads -

"-.'."-“"":.

ROLLING RODE
MONDAY, SEPT. 18 * Sihancnzn

EXTRAVAGANZA

Show your moves rolling down the Upper Gauley with ACE' top-notch
instructor Jofin Cornwell during Fall dam releases.

SAT 9-16. Rodeo Registration: cal for entry form or
register at the ACE Mountain Sports booth at Gauley Fest. Silent auction of
gear, including certificate for Perception boat-of-choice!

M%% Rolling Rodeo: Sem-Mem, Sapt. 3-4, 2000
Meet at 9:30 am at Upper Gauley put-in, and Fundomentals of
then the rodeo is on! Award ceremony at ACE

Call for a pre-registration form or info

1-888-223-7238
www.aceraft.com/awa.him
Email: ace@aceraft.com

EXPERTS yEUT Rethnague Jo achee

el a1 the
- 1',_

gwa pamiparty Expedhcing;
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Amenities: Fishing & Hiking * Lokeside Dining * Outfitters Store # Swimming * Live Musi

ACE ADVENTURE CENTER PRESENTS
AN _EVENT SANCTIONED BY WVMBA

ALL BIKE FEST

7372 12 [y OCTOBER 20-22

~ at ACE Adventure Center

I L in the New River Gorge

FRI & SAT. Registration

SAT: ACE Equirment Sale: Great used equipment
sales, like helmets, bikes, boats & outdoor clothing.

Bridge Day Rafting: Raft the New River
and watch BASE jumpers parachute off the World's
Longest Single Arch Bridge. Call for reservations!

SUN: Fall Bike Race: Circuit Mountain Bike Race -
WVMBA sanctioned.

FREE T-shirts to the first 100 participants!
GIANT bike raffle/giveaway!

1-888-223-7238

Visit: www.aceraft.com/awa.htm
Email: acebike@aceraftcom ¢ {
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Twin Rivers
Media Festival

w. Do 2 deadline!

i - =5 2]

e B _“_'__‘:‘ ey '
e 15 Gauley Festival vt
" Canoe & Kayak 8th Annual Media Festival =

| Magazine Outdoor

. " Over S1500in cash & certificates!
Call forFutrien—s—  Bestof 99 Flms  m

. o Sent 14 Labor Day Weekend s
Sept 9 Gauley Season Kickoff

o T W 7 |

Best of 2000 Films
Oct. 20-22  Bridge Day Weekend

for an entry form & info, contadt:

Twin Rivers Art Center
ADDRESS; PO Box 277, Minden, WV 25879 '
= e FIONE:  (304) 469-4499
e . FAX:  (304) 465-1692
MAIL:  outdoor@dnet.net

WEB:  www.spvva.com

Award!
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Experienced or not,

Greatest Whitewater on

888.488.9082

www. kayvakchile.com office@kayakchile.com
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The Bluegrass Wildwater Association Presents the 6th Annual

Russell Fork River Rendezvous

A One week Gathering supporting the Russell Fork River!
The Phestival.... unique, grass roots, & old style. Emphasizingan
eco-activism gathering of People in Tribal fashion having fun!

v
- == a -
from our stream of consciousness

Enjoy the cascading rhythms flowing
as we gather to honor the river!

Come Give to the River!
Music by many muscians and bands
October 2- 9, 2000 Kiwanis Park, Haysi, Va.

For more information on the festival:
Brent Austin: (606) 278-2011 or go to http://surfowa.org/russellforkl

# tough PVC coated nylon
reinforced seams inside & out
Easy handling & maneuverable

ffordable riverboats—
for commercial or

private use

614 North Main Street 14211 Midlothian Turnpike 211E. Village #E
Farmville, VA 23901 Midlothian, VA 23113 Yorktown, VA 23693
804-392-6645 804-897-1556 757-890-0500

Fax 804-392-6828 Fax 804-897-1754 Fax 757-890-0800

American Whitewater v September ¢ October 2000







PADDLES, SPRAYSKIRTS, PFCS, PADDLEWLAR, HELMETS, fLOTATION, SAH Bl FUTTPIATIT, OUTTITTIG, STORAGE, CANOE GTAR | pmmm | 7o T LASLEY ST 29642

American Whitewater E September * October 2000




New York...

The Whltewater gatel
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somewherein thisgreat
land of ours—there may be

Pnoto oy Ed Huber, Sp itrock Video
Production

Now, it's not that | don't get out much — that my opinionishbased
uponignorance. During thepast 20years, I've prowled the backroads
o the Appalachians from Maine down to Georgia. |'ve swatted
blackflies in the shadow of Mt. Katahdin at the take-out d the
Penobscot; droppedamufflerwhile runningshuttlefor WestVirginias
Big Sandy; and searched invainfor a placeto buy beer after arun on
the Ocoee.

And I've been out west, aswell. | often reminisce about soaking
inahot springafter abrutal day on the Payette in Idaho; of providing
a sideshow for passengers o the Silverton-Durango tourist train
whiletumblinginahydraulic during ahigh-water run of theAnimas;
and of dining onacan o cold refried beanswhile stranded overnight
in the depths of a California canyon.

Yep, I've experienced whitewater in just about every part of the
county — andit'sall beengood. Just notasgood asintheAdirondacks.

It's only fair that someone finally claimed the appellation of "the
whitewater state” for New York. Or moretothe point—the 100 mile
by 100 milesection of upstate New Y ork known as the Adirondacks.
Boatersfrom West Virginia, North Carolina, Californig, |daho, Colo-
rado and Washington have long bickered over possession df that
distinction with thefierce loyalty of afamily feud. Whowould have
thought they would al bewrong?

O course, the debateisall subjective. Therivers o each region
boast their own unique characteristics that defy comparison. How
can anyone objectively proclaim one part of the country superior to
another?

OK. I'll riseto the challenge.

Pull outamap of thenortheast corner of New Y ork Stateand poke

an areathat boastsa
greater concentration of
whitewater runsthan the
Adirondacks. | jug don’t
know whereitis...

Blue Mountain, Tupper Lake, or Old Forge. From that location, you

are now no more than a90 minute drive from:

M Six Class IV-V runs with guaranteed summer and fall water
releases

B Thirty more Class V-V runswith dependable spring flows

B FiveClass H-1iI runs with guaranteed summer and fall water
releases

M Ten more ClassII-III runswith dependable spring flows

M Dozensd steep creeks runnableafter a hard rain or snow melt

Can any other region of the country claim asimilar combination

of challenging riverswith summer water releases coupled with such

a number and variety of natural-flow runs—all in such a concen-

trated area? | rest my case.

It's not surprising that Adirondack whitewater continuesto bea
well-kept secret to the boating community. Despite itsproximity to
the major metropolitan centers of the Northeast— the Adirondacks
have remained aprotected enclavecf primordial forest, rugged pesks,
and thousands of pristine lakesand ponds connected by meandering
flows of still, tannic water.

The Adirondacks attract thousands o tourists every summer—
but the visitors seldom venture far from the picturesque tourist
towns, resorts and campgrounds scattered along the few roads that
cross the region. Only the most ardent outdoors person penetrate
deep into the wilderness. The Adirondacks remain a mystery to
almost everyone.

It seemslike a contradiction to associate New York—one of the
most popul ousstatesinthecountry — with theconcept ofwilderness.
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But in reality, the northeast corner of the state known as the
Adirondacks is actually an extension of the Canadian shield—avast
formation of obdurate bedrock extending south from Quebec. The
formation rises over 2.000 feet from the surrounding lowlands and

remnants d an ancient mountain range
survive where the elevated plateau is punc-
tuated by peaks rising to over 5,000 feet.

But thedistinguishing characteristic of
theAdirondacksiswater. The peaksand low
mountains that rise from the plateau seem
like islands— surrounded by thousands of
lakes and ponds. Typicaly, the drainage
from onelakewill empty intoadeep, narrow
flow that quietly meandersfor miles before
feeding into another lake...and then an-
other lake. The processcontinues until the
flow—now swelled toasizableriver, reaches
the edge o the plateau where it abruptly
descends in aseries of cascadesto the sur-
rounding valleys.

Bodies of water in the Adirondacksare
so interconnected that with a few, short
portages, intrepid canoeists can virtualy
circumnavigate the entire region by boat.
Indeed, most of the published New York
paddling guides emphasize traditiona "ca
noe routes" that offer multi-day flatwater
paddling excursions through the
backcountry.

It's not surprising that the Adirondacks
feature asurfeit of water. Snow accumula-
tionsin the region average over 200 inches
eachwinter. Lakeeffect stormsrisingfrom

New Yok,..

Willie Kern during first descent of High Falls

Gorge on Ausable.

the Great Lakesand Nor'easters sweeping in from the Atlantic often

dump more than three feet of snow in a single day. And the
precipitation continuesinthespringandfall asmoistureiswrungout
of theair asit rises over the elevated plateau.

The perception that theAdirondacksare
thereservoir o thestate'swater supply ulti-
mately preserved the region in its undevel-
oped condition. Duringthemid-1800s, log-
ging and clear-cutting for charcoa produc-
tion had begun to impact the vast forests o
theeastern Adirondacks. Scientificand pub-
licopinion of theday specul ated that further
reduction of Adirondack woodlands might
significantly diminish the region's capacity
to store water.

And since the economy o New York
depended upon a steady flow o Adirondack
water tofill itsextensive canal system andto
fuel water-powered industry — the possibil-
ity of a dry and denuded Adirondacks was
troubling, indeed. Not to mention the fact
that even back in the middle o the 197
century, there were a few conservationists
who yearned to see the Adirondacks remain
intheir original, magnificent state.

In 1885, 681,00 acres of land were set
asideasaForest Preserve. Thenin1892, the
Preserve was expanded into a 2.8 million
acrepark. Butthestatewasstill leasing park
land and selling park timber — concerns re-
garding the integrity o the Adirondacks
remained.

Theissuereached itsclimaxat NewYork's

istsbelieved the only effectiveway to protect the Adirondacks wasto
establishan impassable barrier written intothestate's new constitu-
tion. They proposed what has cometo be called the " Forever Wild"
amendment, which mandated that state-owned land in the

Adirondacks should forever be keot aswild
forest lands, never to be leased, sbld or ex-
changed.

Thisnew Adirondack park was larger in
size than the entire state of Vermont and
within its boundaries included asignificant
chunk of private property, alongwith public
lands. Private property owners maintained
possession of their land—but under strict
guidelines regulating devel opment and use.
TheAdirondack Park Agencvwasestablished
to administer the guidelines to protect the
forests and lakesin perpetuity.

A century has passed since the Park
became a permanent entity. From time to
time, the locals complain about heavy-
handed edicts handed down from the APA—
but for the most part, the "Forever Wild"
amendment has accomplished its purpose.

The mountains remain
undeveloped.. .the timber uncut...and the
waters flow in strength until reaching the
precipice o the plateau where they erupt
into the Adirondack's most precious trea-
sure: the best concentration o whitewater
in the country.

Admittedly — there are a few serpents
in this paddling varadise. Theweather, for
instance. No one will ever confuse the' cli-

mate of the Adirondacks with that dof a tropical paddliing destina-
tion—likeWest Virginia, Californiaor Washington state.

Adirondack boaters pray for ice to be out of the rivers by late

Working down the exquisitely technical
Johns Brook.

Constitutional Conventionin1894. Atthat time, many preservation-

March and then hope that snows hold off
until the first of December. But evenin a
good year boaters wade through knee-deep
driftstoreach theedged thewater well into
April. Andsome df theshuttleroadsdeepin
the mountains are inaccessible except by
snowmobile or dogsled. Adirondack locals
even haveanamefor thistimeof theyear—
it's called "Mud Season," althoughtheterm
"Slush Season™ would be equally accurate.

Consequently, spring boating can be,
wel—a bit nippy. Thetemperature dof fresh
snow melt usually topsoutinthelowforties.
Drysuits or drytops are a necessity until
June—even on a warm and sunny spring
day.

And then there's the matter of black-

fliess—atiny insect thesize of amidge, Flies
usually appear during the first week of May
and have emerged infull force by themiddle
o the month.— Even when the flies aren't
biting, theinsects can beannoying—hover-
ing inswarms around your face.

Fortunately, cool or breezy days seem
todiscourageblackfliess—as doessmokefrom
a cheap cigar. And the flies refrain from
following boaters out over thewater, Once
on the river, paddlers are safe from their
onslaught, aslongasthey don't linger over-
long inan eddy close to shore.
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New York...

Of course, even these drawbacks have positive implications for

Fortunately, they persevered and returned to their home towns

paddlers. The quixotic spring weather and threat of blackflies with the boundless enthusiasm of true believers. Every river wasa

discourages almost all other tourist traffic dur-
ing primepaddtingseasons inthespringandfall.
And since the Adirondack region is geared to
handle a massive influx o summer visitors—
thereisasurplusd restaurants, bars, hotelsand
campgrounds anxiousto attract off-season busi-
ness from boaters.

And asanyonewho hasboated the Hudson in
spring or the Bottom Moose in the fall can at-
test—the amenities of picturesque Adirondack
resort towns like Old Forgeand North Creek can
beasdauntingastheriversthemselves. Asimple
after-the-river meal often degenerates into an
early-morning celebration as boaters circul ate
around the bar greeting old friends or meeting
new arrivals.

| must confess— despitethe fact that | have
now lived and boated in upstate New York for 18
years—| am just a recent convert to the primacy
of Adirondack whitewater.

Oh— aways appreciated the number and
variety of runswith deoendable flowsto befound
in New York. How 'can you complain when
there's ClassIV water to befound every weekend
from April through October al within a short
drive? I mean—I-could be stuck in
some hideous location like Ohio or
New Jersey.

But it isonly recently that | be-
gan to understand the magnitude of
Adirondack whitewater runs.

Before that time—I found my-
self fallingintoacomfortable annual
routine, secureintheknowledgethat
dependable water levels or sched-
uled damreleaseswouldallow meto:
opentheseasoninApril onthelL ower
Moose.. .shift downstream totheBot-
tom Moosefor May into June...head
over to the Black for the rest of the
summer.. .gear upforfal ontheBea-
ver in September...then finish the
year with aflourish back onthe Bot-
tom Moose.

Onceinawhile I'd break out of
therutto paddlethe Cedar, Hudson,
Boreas or Fish Creek in the spring
and a couple o times when | felt
particularly adventurous— | crashed
down Mill Creek, Sprite Creek, and
the East Branch Oswegatchie River.
But, in general, | stuck to the old
standards. | guess|wasturninginto
anold dog too stubborn to learn new
tricks.

And | guess I'd have been con-
tent to continue boating my annual
circuit o rivers if it wasn't for all
these damned young boaters that
have started to pop up in small
Adirondack communities like Lake

Placid, Tupper Lake, Pottsdam and North Creek. Most of them
started asstinking raft guides before realizingtheerror o their ways
and picking up a double-bladed paddie. | met many of them when
they wereyoung pups— offeringgood-natured abuseafterwitnessing

their spankings on the Black and Moose.

B.J. Johnson during first descent of
High Falls Gorge on Ausable.

High Falls Gorge on the Ausable

Seasons.

target of opportunity. Soon | began to hear
rumors of descents on spectacular new sections
of whitewater. And every report seemed to open
with the same phrase: "There's this new run
you've just got to try...”

So, after almost after 20 years—| started to
add a little flexibility to my paddling schedule.
Andwhat | discoveredwasthat I'll probably need
another 20 yearsto boat al the different Class
IV-V runsin the Adirondacks.

Here's a brief primer of what I've learned
about Adirondack whitewater:

Upstate New Y ork can be divided into three
broad drainage areas. rivers emptying into ei-
ther LakeOntario, the St. LawrenceRiver,orthe
Hudson River.

Rivers flowing into Lake Ontario generally
originatefromeither theTugHill Plateau or the
Moose River Plains of thewestern Adirondacks.
The headwaters collect vast amounts of lake
effect snow — sometimes up to 400 inches per
year —whichconvertstodependablespringflows
during theApril melt-down. Westflowing rivers
arealso more convenient for paddlers to moni-
tor with on-line USGS gauges for the Moose at
McKeever, the Indeaendence at
Donnatsburg, and the Black at
Watertown.

Streams emptying into the St.
Lawrenceinclude many of the most
challenging runs of the region—
but flowsare sometimes difficult to
predict or monitor. Many o the
rivers originate in chains of lakes
and flows deep in the heart o the
Adirondacks. Consequently, levels
can be slow to respond to rain or
melt, but also tend to hold water.
However,somedf thelakesarecon-
trolled by small dams at their out-
lets, and flowscan be effected when
lake levels are being manipulated.

North-flowing rivers that
drain the High Peaks region in the
eastern portion d the region dem-
onstrate different flow characteris-
ticstendingto besmallerinvolume
and flashy in their flows.

For practical purposes— four
gaugescan be usedto estimateflows
on north-flow rivers: the West
Branch of the Oswegatchie at
Harrisville, the West Branch St.
Regisat Piercefield. theEast Branch
Ausable at Ausable Forks, and the
Mettawee at Glanville.

South-flowing rivers are
dominated by the Hudson and the
gauge at North Creek is used to
estimate flows on most of the runs
in the drainage. However—the

Hudson's long season is based on extended snow melt from theHigh
Peaks and from releases from Indian Lake. Streams draining the
southernflanksd theAdirondacksaregenerally smallerwith shorter
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New York...

LAKE ONTARIO
DRAINAGE

M MIDDLE MOOSE (I1-11I) - Featuring avari-
ety of put-ins and take-outs, the Middle
Moose isa perfect novice run with asea-
son that runs from April-Juneand again
in October. Canberunaslowas2.5 on
McKeever gauge.

B LOWER MOQOSE (III-IV) - Popular 11-mile
longcommercial raft runinApril. Season
often extendsinto May and again in Octo-
ber. River can be negotiated by interme-
diates at low flows but difficulty ap-
proaches ClassVwhen levelsexceed 7' on
McKeever gauge.

B BOTTOM MOOSE (IV-V) - One o East's
classic expert runsfeaturing spectacular
vertical drops combined with a long and
dependable season stretching April
through early Juneand again in October.
Eight Class IV-V drops concentrated in
fivemilerun.

B SOUTH BRANCH MOOSE (II-III) - Access problems currently
being resolved. Sections of fast rifflesiith a few rapids. Long
runand longer shuttle. Best at high flowson McKeever gauge.

B INDEPENDENCE (IV-V) - Short three mile run with breath-
taking final mile o big drops and slides located just minutes
from the Bottom Moose. Narrow window of navigability with
minimum o 4.5' required at Donnatsburg. Levels approaching
6' might betoo beefy at big final drops.

OTTER CREEK (ITT-1V)_- Low-volume mmm sandwiched between

Mooseand Independence. Narrow and techni-
cal —watch for wood! No gauge...Moose and

Chris Koll negotiates third drop of Eage
Fals an the Beaver.

Independence must be high for Otter to have
enough water.

BEAVER, Taylorville (IV) - Steep, low-vol-

ume river with scheduled September dam re-
leases. Perfect introductiontosteep-creeking.
Only 1.5 mileslong but with six ClassIV drops.
Easy shuttle encourages multiple runs.
W BEAVER, Eagle (V) - Screaming mile-long
run with gradient of 475 fpm. Crux of run
features four continuouswaterfallsand slides.
Scheduled water releases in September.

BEAVER, Moshier (V)- Run startswith two
waterfalls—two miles of Class 111—ad fin-
ishes with a quarter mile Class IV-V rapid
featuring four distinct drops. One scheduled
water release peryear — usually L abor Day week-
end.

H BLACK RIVER GORGE (III-IV) -New York's
summer riverwith dependableflowsfrom May-
September. Difficult ClassIV(V) at high flows
and tremendous play opportunities at lower
levels. Two primo park-and-play locations.
Run includes 15-foot waterfall and Class V
route through one drop.
W BLACK RIVER, Hawkinsville (II-III) - Short run on upper river
near Boonville features big waves/holes at high water. Novice

run at lower flows navigable well into summer.
[ | m 5 (IV) - Ledgy creek run emptying into
upper Black. Flowsonly after heavy rainsor at peak run-off.

B ROARING BROOK (IV-V) - Steep-creek tributary of Black flowing
off Tug Hill south of Lowville. Flowsonly after heavy rains.

W MILL CREEK (V) - Low-volume/extreme gradient tributary of the

(Al Heago
ATLN

Fleece Products For Those Who Experience
The Earth, NotJust LiveOn It.

Great to be back at the Gauley! Don't miss

our specialsand besuretocheck our web
site for pictures.

HATS LEGGINGS
VESTS PANTS

Cal or email usanytime.
We take credit cards and ship.

Chilli Heads 800-282-8387
www.chilliheads.com
Made in Tennessee
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New York...

Black at Lowville. Four-mile runfeatur-
ingwild, steep slides and waterfalls.
Runsonly after heavy rains.

NEGRO BROOK (IV-V)- Small, steep
tributary of the Black.

DEER RIVER (I1T) - Small river falling
off Tug Hill above Copenhagen. No
gauge—runs at peak o run-off or
after heavy rains. Extreme ClassIV-
V section below Copenhagen is usu-
aly dewatered by hydro project.

MAD RIVER (ITI-1V) - Small, secretive
river deepinwildsaf Tug Hill. Inac-
cessible and tough to catch with
water. Requires heavy rain. Snow
limitsaccess in early spring.

E. BRANCH FISH CREEK (III-1V) -
Possibly the best play run in the
northeast. Flowing south off the
Tug Hill —the Fish providesthrough
anarrow 11- gorge mile with 100-
foot wallsrising from both sides. At
levelsover 3 —the Fishisacontinu-
ous series of glassy 4'-5' waves and
foaming hydraulics. Thereareliter-
aly hundredsdf prime play features.
No other NY river even comes close
tomatchingtheFishfor playboating.
There is no on-line gauge for the
Fish. However—levels can be ob-
tained by calling Northern Outfit-
ters at (315) 768-1568. The con-

Ed Huber at Split Rock Falls on
Boquet River.

AVESPORT #* DAGGER ®* SAVAGE
y f'f.ﬁ'ul'l':!'l'ﬂ' Aazitabie |

tinuous nature of Fish makeit challeng-
ing at levelsover 5'.

S. SANDY CREEK, Abooe1-81 (II-111)
- Inaccessible, 10-mile run with easy
ledgesand|ong, rocky shoalsnear Adams,
NY. Generally runnablewhen Fish Creek
ishigh.

S. SANDY CREEK. Below 1-81 (IV-V)-
Similar to Fish Creek...but with drops.
Long, challenging slides. Generaly
runnablewhen Fish Creek is high.

SALMON RIVER {II-111} - Classic 10-
mile novice/intermediate run with sev-
eral put-ins and take-outs. Dependable
water levels through spring melt-down
and on fivesummer weekends when wa-
ter isreleased from upstream dam. Sev-
eral good play spots near end of runin
Pulaski. Usually one o first rivers to
open in the spring.

ST. LAWRENCE
DRAINAGE

B W. BRANCH OSWEGATCHIE (ITI-V) -
Remote, 11-mile runwith numerousfalls
and slides before ending in flat water at
Jerdan FallsRd. Lowvolumeriver. Needs
4' on Harrisville gauge.

M. BRANCH OSWEGATCHIE, Bryants

Whitewater Kayak Instruction ® Canoe Rentals
Guided Rafting on the Bulls Bridge Gorge (class V)

L ocated On the Housatonic River in West Cornwall, Conn.
(860)672-6365
www.clar keoutdoor s.com

163 Route7
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Bridge (IV-V)- Difficult run with many challenging slides and paddlers run every drop. Generally runswhen Harrisvillegauge
ledges and rapids where riv- isaround 5'.
ers course through isolate W S. BRANCH GRASSE, Twin Falls (IV-V)- Two

spectacular, runnable drops: 20-foot Rainbow
Fallsand 40-foot Twin Falls. Also—a dozen other
challenging ledges and rapids in tight, choked
gorges. Long, demanding run— especialyat high
water. No gauge, but Harrisville should read
around 3.5.

S. BRANCH GRASSE, Lampson Falls (IV-V) -
More big drops over sharp ledges. Run can be
navigated whkn upstream Twin Falls section is
too high.

W RACQUETTE, Colton (V) - Startswith dramatic,
runnable 50-foot fals as river drops into gorge
and intensity never lets up as river continues to
drop over ledgesfor two miles. Vay difficult run.
Water spillsregularly fromupstreamdamthrough-
out spring. Series of summer water releases for
paddlingwill be initiated in 2001.

B ST. REGIS, Silver Saircase (I11-1V) - Excellent
run for strong intermediates. Many small ledges
and hydraulics. Good flows through most of
spring. Needs levels around 3' on Parishville
gauge.

SARANAC, Permanent Rapids (2)- Easy train-
ing run near Saranac Lake. Usualy haswater.

B SARANAC, Hidh Falls (V) - Mile-long section
runnable only at low water. Flumefollowed by a
B E. BRANCH OSWEGATCHIE, series of severefalls.
Fine (V) - Seven demanding M SARANAC, Moody Falls (IV) - Series of small
ledgesididedwaterfalls with Ed Huber at Split Rock Falls on falls separated by flat water. Usualy runs into
longstretches offlatwater and Boguet River. early summer.

gorges. Vey remote. Two
probable portagesaround 20-
foot fallsand spectacular and
un-run30-foot Rainbow Falls.
Needs 4' on Harrisville
gauge— better with little
more water. Beware levels
over 55.

B M. BRANCH OSWEGATCHIE,
Suice Falls (V-VI) - Bdow
Bryant's Bridge, river alter-
nates between long flat sec-
tionsand hideous waterfalls,
didesandchasms. Needs3.5'
at Harrisville to negotiate
shallows at beginning o run
but more water complicates
thehugedrops. Flat water at
conclusion but drops could
star in any video.

M E. BRANCH OSWEGATCHIE,
Browns Bridge (V)-Short 1.5
mile run with five steep wa
terfallsand slides. Runsonly
duringspillsfromdamatvery
high water.

F

Fhotds by Tarftael Nou

portage around dam. Few

b eau Vive Sn v Skirts

800.363.3770

by L'eau-Lifes
leGear.com
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SALMON, Chasm Falls (V-VI) - Runs
whendamspillsinspringand some-
timesfall. Continuous1.5 milerun
of slidesand falls.

CHATEUGAY (V)- Inaccessible, steep-
walled gorge hidesvery challenging
and hard-to-portage drops includ-
ing large waterfall. Small water-
shed and requires alot of rain.

W. BRANCHGREAT CHAZY, Aquaduct
Alley (IV-V) Seven-mile long run
featuring one big drop and several
significant slides. The rest of the
runiscomposed of continuous, long
rapids. Flowsduring spring run-off
and after fall rains.

B GREAT CHAZY, Below Chazy Lake
(I11) - Intermediate run.

DEERRIVER (1V)- Creeky seven-mile
runwith many small ledgesand two
8-10' drops. Flows during spring
run-off and after fall rains.

W. BRANCH AUSABLE, Hulls Falls
(IV-V) - Two mile section runnable
only atlowwater. Huge holesother
levels. Features18-foot Champaign
Falls.

E. BRANCH AUSABLE, The Notch
(I1I-IV) - Six mile run with small
ledges and pour-over holes. Flows
during spring run-off and after fall
rains.

E. BRANCHAUSABLE, High Falls (V-
VI) - Seven falls ranging from 18-

-
e

Ed Huber at il Rock Fais on
Boguet River.

20". Potholes. Completerun only been
accomplished once. Low water run
only.

g. BRANCH BOQUET (IV-V) - Hike-
in required. Three-mile creeky run
withacoupledf slides. Boogieboating.
Needs ot of water in spring.

N BRANCH BOQUET, Split Rock
Falls (IV-V) - Five mile run starts and
finisheswith hugedrops. |nbetweenis
continuouscreeky water. Needsalot of
water in spring.

JOHNS BROCK (V) - Long hike re-
quired to experience one of country's
best creek runs. Noindividual drop is
much move difficult than Class IV—
but the rapidsline up non-stopfor five
miles. Atechnical mazethrough slots
andaround huge boulders. New York's
answer to the Blackwater. Runs after
rain in spring. High water increases
difficulty.

BOG RIVER,RoundL akeOutlet (IV-
V) - Flatwater accessacrossRound Lake.
Seven mile run with steep drops and
dides. Hudson should be &' or higher
tofind water.

CLIFFORD BROOK (IV-V) - Four
mile creek run. Narrow slots. One
huge30' drop. Tendsto collect alot of
lumber. Needsalot of water.

B STILESBROOK (V-VI) - Small stream
with many hugedrops. Watch for lum-
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B LAKE OZONA OUTLET (1V)

METTAWEE (IV-V) - Small volume river
flowing into northeast corner of Lake
Champlain. Features six distinct Class
IV-V drops. Run needs 4.5 level on
Granville gauge.

HUDSON
DRAINAGE

M HUDSON, Gorge(I1II-1V) -Classic advanced/
intermediate run. Seventeen-mile run
starts on continuous Class III Indian
before mergingwith Hudson. Big-water
funat levelsover 6' with hugewavesand
holes. Interesting ClassIiIat lower flows.
Stunning scenery. Runnableall spring,
summer and fall with releasesfrom Lake
Abanakee.

HUDSON, North River (II-III) - Novice/
intermediaterunalong Route28at Gorge
take-out. Best at flows over 4. Site of
annual Hudson River Derby.

HUDSON, The Glen (1I-I1I) - Novice/inter-
mediaterunat Riparious. Navigablewell
into summer.

CEDAR (IV-V) - Five-mile run starting at
Wakely Dam. Two big drops—two big
dides—anda bunch o interesting rap-
ids. Burly at high water, creeky at low
flows. Spectacular scenery. Usualy runs
when McKeever is5 or higher.

B BOREAS (IV)- Steep tributary of Iudson.
Startswith flat water than sluices down-
hill. No big drops but very continuous
and difficult at high flows. Few eddies.
Disappointing at low water. Hudson
should be 6' or higher.

W 137 LAKE BROOK (IV-V)-Tiny, incredibly
steep creek with continuous gradient.
No eddiesand the constant possibility of
wood makesrun particularly hazardous.
Runnableat peak of run-off or after heavy
rain. Enters Hudson at North River.

B THE BRANCH (IV-V) - Difficult six-mile
runwith huge, technical drops followed
by burly run-out rapids. Pushy at high
water. Nogaugebut North Creekshould
beat least 6' or higher for good water.

SCHROON (1I-I11) - Novicerun. Fast mov-
ing water with waves and small pour-
overs. Flowsduring spring run-off.

E. BRANCH SACANDAGA, Griffin Gorge
(I11-V) - ClassTII for first three milesup
to Criffin Gorge. Two ClassV ledgesin
Gorge. Spring flowsduring run-off.

M. BRANCH SACANDAGA Auger Falls (IV-
V) - Five mile run with four waterfalls.
Run endswith horrible, unrunnablefalls.
Spring flows during run-off.

W W. BRANCH SACANDAGA (V) - Fivemile
runwith four bigfalls. One unrunnable
drop. Spring flowsduring run-off.

W SACANDAGA (TI-I11) - Dam releases every
day al summer long maketheSacandaga
apremier runfor novice boaters. Three-
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If you're a group of five or more searching for
adventure-whetherco-workers, friends or family—
call us with your ideas and we'll turn your dreams
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can create a programthat takes place at NOC,
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mile long run with play rapids at start

and finish and fast water in be-
tween. Guaranteed water for
playboating throughout summer.

EAST CANADA CREEK (III-IV) -
Creeky five mile run. Fairly con-
tinuous rapids. Water in spring
during peak o run-off.

WEST CANADA (II-III) - Easy novice
water. Flowsall summer.

SPRITE CREEK (I1I-1V) - Seven mile
run featuring continuous ClassII-
111 rifflesandfour ClassIII-1V drops.
Runs in spring and for 2-3 weeks
every November during drawdown
o upstream lake.

CINCINATTI CREEK (IV-V)- Steep

low-volume creek that parallelsRt.
12 from Remson to Barneveldt.
Sheer drops into shallow pools.
Narrow, obstructed channels. Runs
only after heavy rains.

ADDENDUM

Thisshort summary of the remark-
ablebounty of Adirondack whitewater is
not meant to beaninclusive guidetothe
region. It only dealswith runsthat my
buddies and | have paddied.

There are some guidebooks to the
regionincluding theAdirondack Moun-

tain Club's Guideto CanoeableWater. It's published in two volumes:
the Northern Flow by Paul Jamison and Donald Morris; ahd South-

ern Flow by Alec Proskine. These books
contai nanamazing amount of informa-
tion—my only complaintisthat they are
too comprehensive. They tend to trace
rivers from source to mouth instead of
focussing onwhitewater. You've got to
| 0 somefiguring for yourself wherethe
svhitewater runs start and finish.

In addition— there are other
smmmees Of information you cantap. Brad
roman of Northern Outdoors in New
Hartford usually keeps track of water
ronditions as does Bone at Whitewater
Challengers in Old Forge.

Finally, Ed Huber of Split
Rock Video (splitrockvideo.com) oostsa
web site that includes info and video
clipsaf many northernAdirondack runs.

Almod the

Spring

Like many Adirondack boaters—I
start to panic when spring arrives too

En Rock Falls on Boquet River.

early.
That might sound illogical to those of you familiar with the
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severity of anupstate New Y orkwinter. Win-
ter meanssnow drifts piled to the underside
of the eaves; afoot-deep layer of icecovering
rivers and lakes, and temperatures that
struggle to reach zero in the height o the
day.
Conditions hardly conducive to white-
water boating.

But let me explain: to an Adirondack
boater — snow is like money in the bank.
During a persistent winter, the snowpack
will contain the equivalent o 10 inches of
rain. Acool account o frozen water waiting
to bewithdrawn in theform o run-off dur-
ing April and May.

Now, like most boaters— | haveasavings
account down at the bank. I'm always mak-
ing deposits until | have enough squirreled
away totreat myself to an important, much-
anticipated item—likea new boat or vaca
tionin CostaRica. And nothingirritatesme
more than to see my nest egg nibbled away
by constant, incidental expenses, likebuying
anew dyer or roof repair.

It'sthe samewith the snowpack. Afalse
spring means aweek or two in Februay of
tantalizingly warmweather followed by days
wherethetemperature plungesback tosingle
digits. The snowpack iseaten away in little
bitesand the subsequent run-off istoo small
to flush the rivers free of ice or maintain
flowsat optimal levels. By thetimethereal springarrivesinfull —the

Boater eddied out before the final drop
at Crystal on Bottom Moose.

New York...

snowpack hasvanished and al boaterscan

Bob Dudash at Split Rock Falls on
Boquet River.

doispray for rain.

In the spring of 2000—we were pray-
ing for rain.

By Adirondack standards— we had ex-
perienced a light snow year...only about
140 inches. And an uncharacteristically
warm February had reduced to snowpack
to a 12-inch crust of rock solid ice. We
would have riversto boat — there isalways
adequate water in the Moose, Hudson and
Black —but the variety of whitewater runs
available during aspring of generousrun-
off appeared to bein jeopardy.

Fortunately — our prayers were an-
swered. Six inches of rain in April and
another four in May fell over the
Adirondacks. The melting snow —while
failing to provide much of a run-off — had
still managed tosaturatetheground before
therainarrived. Subsequently — the spring
2000 paddling season proved memorable
by any standard.

From April until the middle of June,
my wife Caron and | were able to boat 10
different ClassIV or better runs—all within
the radius of a 90-minute drive from our
weekend base in Old Forge, NY. Many of
the rivers we visited more than once—
catchingthelndependence, Bottom Moose
Lower Moose, Middle Branch Oswegatchie, Black and Cedar three
—times along with single days on the Branch, Grasse, East Branch
~ Oswegatchie and Hudson.

Beforetheseasonended, | even managed to Topo-duotheMiddle
Moosethree timeswith my six-year old daughter Carly.

Just another spring in the Adirondacks. But it could have been
better...

Caron was disappointed because we never got over to John's
Brook or the Bog. And | wanted to check out the upper Sacandaga
runsand also seeff all the buzz about the Boquet isfor real. Andwe
both wanted to take our play boatsover to the Fish, and I'm curious
about the South Sandy ...

You get the picture. The Adirondacks arguably boast the best
_ concentrationofwhitewater runsinthecounty — evenwhenspring
" comes too early.

How Do Yau Like
Adirondack
Whitewater, Now?
(Man Brandh
Oswegatchie)

It wasasurreal moment reminiscent of adramatic |magefrom
the movie Titantic. You Know mescene...where Léonaruo isammis
releases hisgripfrom floatingdebrisand—tothe relief of every male
in the audience—finally slides beneath theicy Atlantic.
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New York...
The camera focuses through the water on Dicaprio's face— O course—we fully expected to find challenging, spectacular

hovering for a long, poignant moment just below the surface—  drops even before reaching the river.
before sinking into the endless depths. From Bryants Bridge, the rutted, dirt shuttle road |eads steadily

Now. LarsPetersonwould never be mistakenfor Dicaprio— even

if he had'better hair. Afterearninga
degree in physics from Mansfield
State, Lars joined his family's ma-
sonry business in Wellsboro, Penn-
sylvania, layingstoneand brick dur-
ing the week and paddling most
weekends on the Upper Yough or
Cheat watersheds. Heisabig, strap-
ping Swede with a quiet demeanor
but a ready smile.
However — Larswasnot smiling
whilerecirculating i nahideoushole
on the Middle Branch of the
Owegatchie. We could see his face
from our vantage point on the sheer
rock ledgesthat flanked either side
of the hydraulic. He hovered under
the boil line for 10 seconds—
Dicaprio like—just inches from the
surface, his eyes aswide as a trout.
Then— thwip — hevanished. Sucked
deep into the maw o the hole.
Fortunately — that's where the
resemblance to the Titantic story
lineended. Sputtering and gagging,
Lars popped to the surface a full 20
feet below the boil line. Amidst
laughs and catcalls, we joyfully re-

trieved his equipment and towed his sorry butt to shore.
And for the umpteenth time of the day, | had to ask Lars:

"How do vyou like
Adirondack whitewater, now?'

That's a question often re-
peated in the spring of 2000
during our three runs on the
M. Branch Oswegatchie.

Andtobeperfectly honest —
therewereplenty o timeswhen
our opinion was ambivalent.
That's because a descent of the
12 milesd the Middle Branch.
aboveand below BryantsBridge
featured a little bit of every-
thing that Class IV-V boaters
both love and despise on awil-
derness whitewater run.

There were long technical
rapids bordered by sheer gran-
ite cliffs...a bizarre narrow
gorgewherethecascadingriver
bendsinahairpin, steepledges,
and waterfalls...tumultuous
slides...clear water with just a
hint of tannic stain and a vast
expanse of untouched
Adirondackwilderness. Buton
the downs de—wefaced brutal
portages around treacherous
25 and 50’ waterfalls...tangled
undergrowth and blowdowns
that inhibited scouting and
must-make maneuvers neces-
sary to avoid horrible holes or
pin spots.

=

CGaron Koll runs right side of Shurform on
Bottom Moose.

uphill. After four miles of constant climbing— weavingaround ruts

and plunging through ponds of water
flowing over the road—I turned to
Mike Duggan and commented:

"Jeez...| hopewehaveto go down-
hll awnhile beforewe hit the river."

Just then we turned the corner,
ascended a final grade, and discov-
ered the put-in bridge.

And in a classic example of over-
stating the obvious | commented —
"Thisriver has somegradi ent."”

Unfortunately, on our initial trip,
the river had alot of water aswell as
gradient. Wehad heardthat areading
o 3.7 on the Harrisville gauge was
minimal — so we figured that a level
of 5.8 would provide more than an
ample flow.

Again— another classic overstate-
ment.

We discovered the river was un-
comfortably high in the opening half
mile. Thefirst dropfeatured anarrow
sluice-like lead before the river
tumbled over an 8' ledge and into a
horrible hole before racing down-
stream in a long, continuous rapid.

After bushwacking throughajungle of undergrowth, we put back
in below the hole and ferried over to the right. Dennis jumped out

while we waited in our boats.

Caron Koll at top of Fowlersville Falls on Bottom Moose.

1t"s ot hing,” Demimnis an
ArmmcedJustalong lead-in
and-a-ledge. bul-kl - locks like
yiou Can T il
anywhere...maybe better on
the left.”

Run it anywhere— that
phraseshoul d havebeenwarn-
ing enough. | wasfourth in
line—following Dennis, Mike,
and Lars, with Gillian just
behind me. | drove through
the pushy approach and then
looked down over a 10-ledge
intothemother o all hydrau-
lics. Despite my feeble at-
tempt to boof, my boat
backendered into the hole.

It was my first swim in a
long time. And yes—misery
certainly loves company. |
was not unhappy to see Lars
and Gilliandog-paddlingover
tojoin mein the eddy.

As it turned out, Lars
Ledge—as we came to name
the drop after his DiCaprio
swim on our second trip—
was just a warm-up for the
rest of the day. But despite
the numerous drops and
slides, everythingontheriver
wasanticlimactic to Rainbow
Fals—a runnable 50" drop/
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New York.

slide combination followed by 50 yards df fast water and then asheer

50" waterfall.

By the time we réached Bryanis
Bridge—ws Nad no InSlInatian 1o
wapmere W vesl of B Chablengdiaeg
drops that lay dovwnstream—along
with asignificant amount of flat wer
ter. Therewasno hesitation in sav-
ing the second section for another
day and lower water levels.

As it turned out—that day came
thefollowingweek. Withtheriver at
a more reasonable 46 —we made
quick work d the upper section and
proclaimed the level a perfect flow.
Encouraged by our success, we
breezed by Bryants Bridge and onto
the lower section.

But the water level that seemed
optimal for the upper river provided
difficult conditions on the Middle
Branch below Bryants Bridge. The
river became less continuous— but
theflatwater pools often terminated
with horribly steepdrops. We walked
more than we paddied.

So how do we like Adirondack
whitewater, now? Well—a
lot...especidly now that I'm off the
river.

Chris Koll runs left ling ot the Slide on the Independence.

If | only had
my Mirage

As we paddled into the wind while

crossing themile-longimpoundment be-

hind the South Edwards Dan—it wasn't
thefirst time during the day | wished |
was back in a 13-foot long Perception
Mirage.

That wasthe kayak | paddied the last
time | descended the E. Branch
Oswegatchie—way back in 1985. As |
remember, the Mirage virtually flew
acrosstheflatwater. Now, inasluggish
Prijon Rockit, | struggled to keep up
with Al Baker, Tim Kelley, and my wife
Caron.

The Miragewasa perfect boat for the
East Branch—its length and lack of
rocker promised speed through the

)

ONE WiTH WATER

YHAT 10U NEED, YOUNG MEN, IS A D00 PRODLING.

= [ perception"]

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT PERCEPTION, AND A FREE COPY OF THE
NEW PERCEPTION CATALOG, CALL 1-800-59-KAYAK OR VISIT WWW.KAYAKER.COM
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long, flat sections. And if the design tended to dive while geing ol
steep drops—sowhat? That it was diffi-
cult to maneuver quickly —who cares?
Or that thesmall cockpitwas difficult to
escape— what's the big deal ?

Those characteristics just provided

amoreacceptableexcuse to portagethe
hideousClass V cascades that frequently
punctuated the flatwater of the East
Branch. In19851 dismissed at least half
of the run's eight significant drops as
either horribly dangerous or totally
unrunnable.

"You just can't run these drops in
thisboatwithout pinning," | pronounced
before grabbing the loop o the Mirage
and plunging into the puckerbrush in
search of the easiest portage route.

Unfortunately, my old Mirage fell
victim to UV poisoning more than a
decade ago. And the Rockit | now
paddle—aswell as the current genera-
tion of creek boats paddled by Al, Tim,
and Caron—wereperfectly suited torun-
ning the steep ledges and dlides that
comprise the major rapids of the East
Branch.

York...

The Right

- Rive (The
. Brand)

Gillian Wright jumped from
her boat, surveyed the foaming cata-
ract, and declared with a measure of
exasperation: "I don't think we're on
the right river."

What???

Al Baker, Ed Kiesa, my wife
Caron,and | had hooked up with Gillian
and her three Canadian friends at the
take-out of the Branch and, to avoid
crossing private land, we had opted to
put-in three miles upstream o the
usual put-in, located where the road
crossed the river.

Gillian's doubts regarding our lo-
cation commenced after thefirst mile

o flat
"ThIS doesnt look right. | don't

So now the wisdom o portaging
might not be as readily apparent.

Al Baker 1n the middle of t|
Independence

The crux o any East Branch de-
scent is located midway through the
run, whereaseriesof threespectacular cascadesareseparated only by
brief pools.

1e opening drop plunged 30 feel smem m jagged reef in three
continuous pitches complicated by ominoushydraulicsthat obscured
any obvious route. After apool of 30yards, the
river narrowed and abruptly plummeted over an
8-foot ledge creating a wicked hole stretching
from bank to bank. And then, after an even
shorter respite, theriver accelerated over anearly-
vertical dide— duicing 30 feet down in a green
tongue that emptied into the pool below in a
foamy cauldron.

Back in 1985—1I carried thefirst two ledges
and sniveled down a side channel sneak at the
final drop. And so when we arrived at the first
ledge, | hopped from my boat and immediately
started to drag it over the portage— that is—
until | noticed Tim and Al studying the reef and
pointing out potential lines. | quickly dropped
thegrab-handleand pretended that | had entered
the brush to take a leak,

Fortunately, Al opted to run the opening
ledge down aside channel that wound around to
the left. | gratefully followed his lead and was
already at thebottomwhen Tim charged over the
ledgefrom right to left — threading between two
holes—to cleanly boof over the fina 10-foot
precipice.

urning downstream, we quickly cleared the second drop, boofing
over the substantial boil onthe right. And on thefinal slide, we rode
the tongue straight into the cauldron and disappeared beneath the
water, only to surface 10 feet downstream.

Looking back from the eddy below, | could see al three ledges,
r|5|ng 70 feet in awhite. foamy staircase and I realized how far boat

esign and paddling skills have evolved in the past decade. And
reso ed met To wail so feng before revisiting the East Branch
Oswegatchie.

Just so long as| can pick up a used Mirage somewhere.

Relan '€ R

x 'ﬁa...;_v-p.'ihi

— on The Brancﬁ

uuuuu

TN romember this NS And the BEE

on any river but TRe Branch. Qur fopo Map indicated it Was The
Branch. Th_—_.iﬂﬁtt descended eliminated any possibilify of
aparallel streamor of atribut m?hatsomehow
looped away from the main stem
But Gillian remained unconvinced.
Now—it could have been a gender thing.
Granted, Gillian can paddle as well as practi-
cally any male of my acquaintance— but she
still isafemale. And you know how womenare
about directions.

Or it could have been that she's Cana-
dian. | know there's amyth about the Canadian
ability to find their way in the outdoors—a
tradition harking back to the days o the
Voyageurs. But | ask you—if Canadianswereso
great at finding their way through the wilder-
ness—why did they end up living in Quebec or
Ontario instead of immediately blazing atrail
to North Carolina or Tennessee or anyplace
else that features more than two months o
summer?

But | havetoadmit—I startedtobelieve
that Gillian might be on tosomething when we
finaly arrived at thefirst big drop...

| had learned of The Branch from the
L ake Placid boys—Mike Duggan and Ed Huber — whospoke highly of
therun. They describedtheriver assimilar tothe UpperYough thh
a bit bigger drops. And what I expected 8 find was a
technical, low-volume run. Nothing real pushy. Just acool cruise—
eddy hopp| ng down the water.

Butwhat | wasstaring at wasa big, honking drop. Lots of water
pllhngmlm ressive ledges. Terminal hydraulics meme Scattered
like sand tr ong theline. And immediately below the drop, the
entire river unneled into a narrow, eddyless gorge with big, burly
wavesand more threatening holes.
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New York...

Jeez —maybewe were on the wrong river. to ignore the similarities between our large group and a pack of
But around the corner, we were confronted with the Branch's  lemmings heading inexorably toward the water.
signature drop—Blue Ridge Falls. A quick scout confirmedwewere

indeed on theright river.. .but the question remained: werewe right Finding 17 boaters on a challenging Adirondack river is an
to beon thisriver? uncommon experience. Paddlersgather in those numbersin thefall

BlueRidgeopenedwithasix-foot ledge on the Bottom Moose and Beaver when
feeding into a beefy hole, just above a _ nothing else is running— but outside of

technical 10-foot slide that ended in a
short pool above a 12-foot ledge. At that
level the only route over the ledge was on
thefar right, but the line was guarded by
asticky hydraulic.

And to compound matters— the run-
out at the baseof thefalsfunneled intoa
gorge and out o sight ina pushy torrent
o wavesand holes.

Weran thefallswith varying degrees
o success and continued downstream
through morelongslides, big burly rapids
and intimidating hydraulics. And by the
time we reached the take-out where the
river emptiesinto a pond near the village

those scheduled r'el eases-enlirgroupwas
as large an assemblage of Class V-V
boaters as ever found on an Adirondack

‘And although most o the group had
previously logged runs on the Grasse—
no onecould recall seeing theriver with
quite so much water.

But, no matter. Oneafter the other,
weslid into thewater and headed down-
stretched out for an eighth o amile.

The first major drop of the Grasse is
perhapsthe most challenging. Rainbow
Falls is a viscious 20-foot fall dropping

d North Hudson— onefact was perfectly into a narrow gorge. The drop is com-
clear: monly portaged, even at normal flows
The Branch isindeed the right river. and at the higher level —thesubsequent

hole appeared terminal. By the time |

. had arrived at the falls—the first mem-
anl I " ngS bers o our group had already started to

dragtheir boatsthroughthebrush. Most

o usdidn't even bother toscout, wejust
n Par e followed at their heels.

Tom Vickery boofs a drop on The Branch. Below Rainbow, the Grassealternated

between short stretches of fast-flowing

mjt h water and wild cataractswheretheriver
flowedinto quarter-mile gorges. Atnor-

mal flowsthe gorges are eas-

Br ar]d'] ily navigable—boat scouting

» > as you skipped from eddy to
L eddy. But of course, 5t high
Gr am - - water theeddieshadvanished

and descendingtherapidswas

an adventure.
" ; We careened through the
Gillian Wright fretted -
while we waited fcg)]r therest of gorges, plunging over ledges

and avoiding hydraulics, all
the while struggling desper-
ately to keep in sight of the
boater/probe in front.

| wascertainthat our game
o follow-the-leader had come
to an end when we reached
Twin Fdls—athreestagedrop
o e OF nearly 50 feet with a blind
approach. | waswrong...

Atnormal levelsTwin Falls
is spectacular. At high
water...it ishizarre. Picturea

the boaters to meet us at the
take-out o the Twin Falls sec-
tion of the S. Branch Grasse.

"1 don't know...it looks
about twiceashighas!'ve ever
runit,” Gillian observed.

O course, the nice thing
about the Grasse is—if Twin
Fallsistoo high, a boater can
aways move downstream to
the Lampson Falls section or
over to the Oswegatchie. And
| was still considering that

option when the remainder of i Ilca()a{éion(z;t tréalgplé?(r;?d;gégg

our gl%té’eg; llakgga\gd'starte g ; When the water funnels off

to be shif){[ed to shuttle Lhe Ied-ﬁ’? It grxr]:c)lodeﬁl into a
, uge pillow of foam leaping

‘i’ﬁh'd eshr.gsgrr\évt?%?]ssemb}g(: ten feet above the surface of

. the water and obscuring the

paddling...and trucks headed final 20-foot falls.

outtoward the put-in. Clearly,

group mentality had super-

cededany individual concerns. Tom Vickery crashes through beefy

| tucked away any misgivings hydraulic on The Branch.

and joined the throng, trying

American Whitewater v September ¢ October 2000



New York..

| elbowed my way through the
crowd inspecting the drop— but af -
ter 10 minutesof careful scrutiny —
| still couldn't see an obvious line
through the maelstrom. Then
Johnny McClain pushed off intothe
pool above the falls—Ilined up his
approach, plunged over the ramp
and ledge, and completely disap-
pearedintothepillowd foam. There
was nosign of boat or paddler until
Johnny emerged from the mist at
the bottom of the final 20-footer.

Now, Johnny has never been
knownfor possessing an abundance
of common sense. After dl —how
else could you explain his enthusi-
asm for throwing his 120-pound
frame into the boxing matchesfol-
lowing the Gauley Fest? | figured
his run was a consequence o ab-
sorbing too many punches to the
head. Surely — nooneelsewould be
so brash as to attempt to duplicate
the feat.

Then Gillian shot down the ap-
proach and disappeared into the
foam pile. She was followed by Ed
Huber...and Mike Duggan...and Al
Baker...and, finaly, by the rest of
the lemmings.

Hudson
Memories
(Hudson
River
Gorge)

It was one of those early June
days in the Adirondacks when
spring seemed finally ready toslip
into summer. The morning air
wascool and dry but thebright sun
intheclear, bluesky held promise
o awarm afternoon.

O course, wewould have pre-
ferred to see a cool, wet weekend
with rain swelling the region's
creeksandrivers. Butitwasnotto
be, so we pulled our short boats
out of the basement and headed
over to the Hudson, wherealevel
o 4.5 offered a day of play.

Ten years ago, Caron and |
spent agood portion of our spring
ontheHudson Gorge—asdid most
New York boaters, But that was
before we discovered the Moose,
Cedar, Independenceandtheother

steep options available during
springin the Adirondacks. Wehad
not visited the Hudson in nearlv
seven years.

Three hours later, after
_bopping down through the Nar-
remws, Caron Lumed o me and com

meniesd
| remermber the Hugdson hs
Beng harder,

Well.. 30 did |, Bait whasl 1
maElly remeimbened were davi ol
salety boating lor a rafl Commpans
wilh the river up over 107, AL those
levels, the Hudson can be chal
lervdinmg indeed; featuring long
burly rapids filled with 10-food
waves and enormous hwdrmaulice

For acompetent boater, big-water
ontheHudson meansaday of cheap
thrills— whooping over huge roll-
ers and skirting the dangerous
holes— reminiscentdf arunonthe
New at levels over six feet.

But for a safety boater — big
water on the Hudson practically
guaranteesalongday of carnage. |
can recall negotiating two milesd
big Class IV with three frantic raft
customers clinging to my boat.
Yes...| remember the Hudson be-
ing harder.

And to compound theriver's
difficulties, aday on the water was
aways followed by an evening d
toastingat tavernsdominated dur-
ingthespring by boatersand raft guides.
Many o the barsfeatured video of the
day'saction. Replaysadf the most spec-
tacular wipe-outs elicited a chorus d
hoots and guffaws and encouraged an-
other round of libations.

Now that | think of it—it's remark-
able | remember anything of the old
days on the Hudson.

But to be honest— our day in June
o ClassIII cruisingand playing on the
Hudsonwas particularly pleasant. The

Tan Viday blassout ¢ hdean The
Branch.

sceneTy was labulous...the water clear
and warm.. .and theriver wasvirtually
empty of other raftsand boaters. Even
the three miles of flat water at the
conclusion d the run was tolerable.

Which is good news— because
thanks to releases from Lake
Abanakee— similarconditions exist on
= the Hudson all summer long.

L g Does that mean Caron and | will
abandon our normal Class IV summer
runsliketheBlack or Beaver to become

- Hudson regulars?
S . ok g Well...no. Butwe’ll beback inJune

T . for a day to celebrate an Adirondack
. = spring passing to summer in the glori-
oussetting of the Hudson Gorge. Now
that's amemory worth recalling.

r: Ty =
. - -

12 ol
;f ﬁaf L
Bamie Wooten a dide above I'gtnN Fdlson M. Branch
e
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The Shdtered Jewd
(Cedar Rive)

Oned thesedaysI'll runthe Cedar when
agray Adirondack sky isn't spitting snow.

Itwould be great to be on the Cedar ona
warm day in early May, before the blackflies
emerge. Temperature inthesixties. Aclean
bluesky. Thefirst hint of greensoftening the
outline of the hardwoods.

God—the Cedar would be wonderful
under those conditions.

But the Cedar isstill pretty damned good
when the mercury hovers around forty with
a howling wind and the sky isdropping pre-
cipitation that can't decide whether it wants
tofall asdrizzle or sleet.

It's easy to understand why the Cedar is
the Adirondack destination of choice during
inclement conditions. Thewest flank o the
river issheltered by Sugarloaf Mountain—a
massif of baregranitetowering 500feet above
the valey. And the river flows through a
series of spectacular, narrow gorges with
sheer rock walls rising 20 feet on both sides
of thewater. Eventhemost determinedwind
failsto penetrate theintimate recesses of the
Cedar.

In addition—the Cedar featuresabroad
ramgle of amadable lows. The rver is creeky and lechiocal &l low
levels, but remaing navigahle because of ils constricled passages
And althouwsth the Cedar develops am attitude at high walter, with bag

New York...

as the character o the river changed dramatically with different
water levels. Only the cold weather remained constant.

OF course, considering the amount o action found on the
Cedar — boaters probably wouldn't have difficulty staying warm,
even if the river wasn't so sheltered. Therun features seven major
dropsseparated by easy rapids and fast-flowina current. Several of
the dropsareparticularly challenging andare
often portaged.

Like the drop caled The Bodysnatcher,
where the river narrows to eight feet, com-
pressed betweensheer rockwallsbeforesluic-
ing down a jagged 10-foot cascade. The diffi-
culty of the line isintensified by a rock just
under the surface in the middle of the drop
and by the presence of a horrible river-wide
hole at the bottom.

For thenext 100 yardsfollowing thedrop,
the current flowsstrongly through a narrow
chasmwith highvertical walls. Immediately
below the hydraulic, thechannel makesa 90-
degreeturntotheright. Theoutsideelbow of
thewall isseverely undercut.

One o the oft-told horror stories of the
Cedar involves an accomplished local boater
who was flipped in the nasty hydraulic and
flushedintothe undercut. Hiskayak suppos-
edly disappeared beneath the ledge, leaving
only the boater's upper body exposed. Fortu-
nately theboaterwasal soaskilled rockclimber
and so was able to pull himself up the sheer
rock face finger hold by finger hold.

It'stestimony to the natural beauty of the
Cedar that despitethe challenging dropsand

the hideous weather conditions that wsually accompany a trip on
thie river, that sometime during the day can’t help but notice they
Ae |-_|.-d._1|||'|! an what might be the most scenic river in the

ey drops and beety hy
dradics— the river sel-
dom istoo high to run.
Consequently,theCe-
dar standsastheconsum-
mate fall-back river. You
don't want to brave the
Moose at 10 feet? Wind-
chill for theday is pegged
at 25 degrees? Time to
head over to the Cedar.
Given the
unpredictability of an
Adirondack spring— it
was no surprise that we
boated the Cedar three
timesduring the2000sea-

Adirondacks.
Who knows? If | ever get the chance to
paddle the Cedar on a bright, sunny day —it
might even rank as one of the pretiiest FVER
in the East. After al —the Cedar is just too
good arun to savefor a rainy, cold day.

son. Thefirsttimewasa
Sunday inearly April with
afoot of snow still onthe . }  gE—
ground. We returned in i = '..-.,,_‘”E o

two weeks when the tem- -
peraturedipped back into
thethirties. Andwemade **
afina runin May after a
cold front triggered two

: How many times have paddlers dragged
their boats up the rocky bank at the Lower
~Moose take-out after a day on the river at

inches of rain, simulta-

medium or better flows, looked wistfully

neously droppingthetem-
perature 20 degreeswhile
raisinglevelsinpracticaly
every river to dangerous
levels.

Each trip was unique

Karl Gesslein boofs migdie IMe of side aaove Hamimw Faifs on
M. Branch Oswegatchie.

|_downstream at the horizon line that marks
fiz beginning of the famed Bottom Moose
ard commented:

"l can't wait until the river drops so we
can do some steep drops on the Bottom...”
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The answer to the question is—too
many times. TOO many unnecessary
times.

Becauseonly 10 minutestothenorth
lies the Independence River—a short
Class IV-V run that usually has water
when the Moose features medium or
better flows. And after battling the
pushy rapids and powerful hydraulics
on the Lower Moose, steep-creek fans
can sate their appetite for low-volume
big drops by taking a bite out o the
Independence.

We jumped on the Independence
threetimesduring thespring o 2000—
usually incombination withatripdown
the Lower Moose. On thefirst run, it
took Al Baker, my wife Caron, and me
nearly two hoursto completethe four-
mile run. Subsequent runs were
knocked off in less than an hour.

Typically, prime levelsfor the Inde-
pendence range between 4.5-5.5' on
the Donattshurg gauge. But the char-
acter of the river varies dramatically
within that narrow window.

The opening three miles of the In-
dependence feature continuou
easy rapids and one ledgy drop.
At lower levels, the first three
miles can be irritatingly shallow
withboats boinkingoff rockslurk-
ing just beneath thesurface. But
when the level surpasses 5 feet,
the first section o the Indepen-
dence develops into a joyful pas-
sage o playful boogie boating.

But o course, on the Inde-
pendence— the opening three
miles are simply window dress-
ing. It'sthelast milethat attracts
steep creek devotees— wherethe
river drops off the face o the
Adirondack plateau in a seriesif
spectacular slides and rapids.

Theactioncommencesat The
Slide, where the river narrows
and sluicesdown a4' dropinto a
nasty hole before spilling over
another 6' ledge. The flow then
immediately splits into three
twisty channel sthat spill anddlide
an additional 50" around rocky
islandsover thespandf 100yards.

After a short pool, the river
plummets over another 6' ledge
ontoan undercut rock. It pauses
only briefly before cascading
down a final long, steep rapid
that startsasanarrow sluiceand
concludesin ajumbled ledge.

Run asa complement toaday
on the Moosg, the Independence
serves as a tasty dessert to an
afternoon o whitewater boating.
But since the short shuttle en-
courages multiple descents—a
paddler could elect to make a
main meal out of the Indepen-
denceand spend all day at a steep-
creek feast.

American Whitewater

Entering Second Gorge on Tne Cedar.

We're alittle bit out o the loop up
hereintheAdirondacks. Yousee, north-
ernNewYork isn't exactly theepicenter
of whitewater style and we just aren't
dialed into the latest trends.

So...it's tough to understand the
current distinction made between
young, freestyle boaters and grizzled,
old cruisers—the whole"New
School" vs. "Old School" con-
troversy.

The truth is there simply
aren't enough local boatersin
the Adirondacksto categorize
paddlers by age or paddling
style. If there'sany school we
belong to—it would be one o
those one-roomcounty affairs
with all the grades packed in
together.

At least that's how it seems
in early April on the Lower
Moose. Y oungandold boaters
alike converge on the Moose
in April towork for the rafting
outfitters or just take advan-
taged dependable springflows
to boat a challenging Class IV
river.

They paddletogether onthe
river, drink together late into
the evening in Old Forge, and
in April eveyone is buried
under layers of pile and en-
cased in drysuits— sothey all
look pretty much the same.

O course—there is a dif-
ference in boat selection.

Most of the younger boat-
ersgravitatetoward recent de-
signs with planing hulls like
theAmp, Foreplay or Inazone,
whileolder paddlersdf my gen-
eration prefer longer tradi-
tional play boatslike a Hurri-
cane or Diablo.

But oddly enough, what-
ever theboat of choice—weall
seem to favor the same lines
through most of the big rapids
of theMoose. The paddlersin
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evitably | catch an edge and the boat
window-shades a couple of times. Or
the stern kicks out, the nose plunges
in, and the boat performs a series of
cartwheels. All you can do is hang on
and hope the E-ticket you've just pur-
chased concludes with you still in the
boat.

During the last few years, weve
developed a variation of the initiation
procedure. By paddling up the eddy
line on theleft side of the hole—weve
beensuccessful indrivingontotheface
of the opening breaking waveand surf-
ingit back tothesecurity of the eddy on
the right.

O course— blow off the wave and
you're immediately plunged into the
depths of the hydraulic. But, hey—
that's thepriceyou pay for glory on the
Lower Moose.

So, naturally, when joined in the
eddy oneday thisspring by MikeDuggan
4 and Ed Huber—I encouraged them to
E_f = jumpintothe hole.

Both Mike and Ed are fantastic boat-
ers and might be labeled as "New
Schoolers" if they lived in a different

part of the country. They're spon-
sored by a bunch of gear manufac-

Tom Vickery enters top of second droo of Eaale Falls on the e\

the short boats need to take more R turersand display amosaic o decals
strokes, of course, but we @l run the - - on their boats and vehicles. They
Moose pretty much the same way... i, | both insist on paddling their tiny
Except for two places: et . W " rodeo boatson all but the most hei-
The signature rapid of the Lower 4. nousruns. And they've been known
Moose is a heavy-duty Class IV sluice L % i to speak in tongues— spouting gib-

caled Mixmaster. The entire river 1. : . . berish like "let's huck a whedl" or
narrowsto20feetand acceleratesfrom — g™ "throw down a blunt."

left toright inatongue down an 8-foot By .

slide. Atthebottom of thetonguethe
river eruptsintoabreaking 4-footwave,
which immediately precedes a vora 3
ciousholethat oftenflipsorsurfshuge — .

commercial rafts. Final drop of Crystal ofj={elite]uM\Y[oTo&:

For skilled boaters— running
Mixmaster is no big deal. Charge left
to right and stay on the tongue until
you driveinto the eddy that flanksthe —
right of thehydraulic. Butthat'swhere v e
thefun starts.

For long-time Lower Moose pad-
dlers, surfing Mixmaster has always
been arite of passage. It's considered
bad form to blow your move and unin-
tentionally land in the hole. But to be
initiated as a Lower Moose regular—
there comes a time when you need to
takeseveral deep breaths, tighten your
PFD, remove your sunglasses, and de-
liberately paddle out d the eddy and
intothe maw of Mixmaster.

| guess that Mixmaster could be
considereda"safe" hole. It'ssimply too
violent to holdyou forever. Butthe30-
60 seconds it takes for the hole to de-
cide to spit out your boat can be, well,
gut-wrenching.

I'vetried tostay under control while
side-surfing in the hydraulic. But in-

Caron Koll finishes perfect run ofaiLReRETiGIN NI S

o
[]

e

American Whitewater v September * October 2000



Duggan even sports one o those silly billy-goat tufts of a beard
under his lower lip while the shade of Huber's blonde hair can't
completely be attributable to the sun.

But likel sad—intheAdirondacks, it'stough to think o anyone
as "New School." After all, in a couple o years, Duggan will be
eligible to compete in the masters class for over-40 boaters in
whitewater rodeos. Can you redlly be classified as "New School"
when you have attended your 20 year class reunion? | don't think
SO.

Now, Huber isyoung enough to qualify asa"New Schooler”—
but since he's started his own video company (check out his film
clipsd choiceAdirondack runsat Splitrockvideo.com)—he’s trans-
formed into more d an entrepreneur than aboater punk. Business
plans and web sites. He seems to be turning into a poster boy for
Junior Achievement.

So | figured they wouldn't hesitate in observing this time-
honored Lower Moose tradition and immediately jump into the
hole.

Ed just stared at me.
"I'm not getting beat up in
that hole," he said.

Wdl— must admit, |
was a tad disappointed as
we drifted down toward the
end o the run. But the
incident gave me cause to
re-evaluate somed my atti-
tudes.

After al, how did we
ever get to consider jump-
ing into Mixmaster asara-
tiona act? Where is the
logicin getting your brains
scrambled while being
shaken like dice in a cup?
Maybe the youngsters were
on to something. Maybe
every graduate of the"New
School" weren't al victims
o grade inflation and ad-
justed SAT scores.

I was still pondering
these esoteric issues when
we arrived at the rapid just
abovetheFowlersvilletake-
out. Therapidisjust aseriesd river-widethree-foot ledgesthat can
create moderately sticky hydraulics. But | must confess—I'venever
paid much attention to thelittle drop. In April, I'm normally more
concerned about getting out of my boat and intowarm clothes and
a cold beer as quickly as possible.

Edge on Bottom Moose.

Tim Keeley battles through big holes at Humpy Falls
on E Branch Oswegatchie.

New York...

Gillian Wright hits boof line at Knife

ol

Catching air at boof rock at Fowlersville Falls on
Bottom Moose.

But as | was scrambling onto the shore, | noticed
that Mike and Ed were still out onthewater — playing
intheholebelowtheledge. Edwouldsurf uponthetop
o the foam and load up his nose—lifting it with a
forward stroke— then slice it downward with a quick
backstroke that popped his kayak into a nose stand.
Then, still in the hole, Ed looked over his shoulder
while smashing thestern back into thefoam pile. The
kayak reversed its position— now standing straight up
on itstail.

The process continued at a dizzying rate as Huber
hit end after end before washing from the hydraulic.
Then Duggan took histurn, and then Ed again, and as
| finished tying down my boat — thetwowere still at it,
cartwheeling in the cold water as afternoon drew to a
close.

By thetime | drove off —the two had shifted slightly
downstream to a hole that forms directly under the
bridge. 1 watched them through the steel grate deck-
ing— performing their endless rotations like fishes
with whirling disease. They looked cold, tired and
thoroughly beat.

And | realized.. .if thereisany distinction between
"Old School" and "New School" boaters—it'sjust that
we're stupid in different ways.

Al Baker drops into third falls of the E. Branch Oswegatchie.
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By Dean Fairbum

e planeis
bouncingin
the turbulent
fog-choked air.

Barry and Kitty Tuscano
aresguintinginto the
thick fog, anticipating
the sudden appearance
of Chilkat Inlet’s moun- |
tainwals. Their son,
Ambrosg, tightens his
belt and preparesfor the
abrupt end of their Alsek |
adventure. Thefog
closesin.

The pilot has just told
the passengersin the
Cherokee Six, " Tighten
up your belts, we're
going to ditch the plane
on that small gravel bar."
Sinceit is her birthday,
Kathy McCombissitting
in the COVEE copiluts
Sedt, trying to keep her
hysteriahi dden. Scott,
her husband, iseyeing
the fuel gagesfrom the
back seet. They are
running out of time.

party are back at Dry
Ray. Hereitissunny
and warm. We gather
-and pack our gear. We
don't suspect that our
‘companionsarein crisis.
We finish arranging the
gear for our own flight
and await the next
plane's arrival, reflecting
on our Alssk odysey.

Tendaysearlier,attheput-in,

| we planed for an early start,
[~ around three in the morning,
[ when the winds would likely be

fierce but not impossible. A Ca-

t nadian commercial group was

marooned nearby, unable to at-

. tack thewinds o the Dezadeash

River, which flows into the

L Kashkawulsh to form the Alsek. -

Oned their guidesjogged by. He

| had just run to and from the

Alaska Highway, a distance of
about six miles, to retrieve heart
medicinefor oned their clients.
He concurred; we were wise to
depart early.

Theterribleheadwinds did not
come as a great surprise to me.
On a 1994 Alsek trip beginning
further upstream, it took our
group three days to cover the
twenty milesto the Alsek due to
50 mph gusts. I'was notabout Lo
make the same mistake twice.
This time we drove down the
Dezadeash severa miles, fording
swollen creeksand scrapinglarge
rockson arough road. | also had
astronger crew and lighter gear
thanwe did onthelasttrip. | was
determinedto make the Alsek in
half a day.

Before departurel briefed the
party onwhat toexpect. Somein
the group were very experienced
with whitewater and expeditions,

Back alongside
| told my crew
would pose a rez

_ bergs on the Als:

e

especidly the Tuscano family.
However, none of them had ne-
gotiated water complicated by
braided channels, floating ice-
bergs, and marauding grizzly
bears.

| told them that there would
be critical timeswhen we would
need to be together. Braided
rivers can make this difficult,
There were some great camp-
sites on braided sections where
we would want to camp. The
take-out was also confusing.
Moreimportantly, we didn't want

bigasapartmentk

= would seem placi
a

but when they h

~ = derneathandbec:

; they would cras

K - unsuspecting boa

geance. If theice
the waves gener
would. They s
raft.
Glacierscould
ating the same p
the group of an
who was swept 2(
woods while wa
River'sChild'sGl:
= ]
was on the oppo:
| river, onaviewing

anyone drifting into Turnback |

Canyon.
Onmy first trip, in 1993, Jack

Hession warned me about the |

take-out. | missed the take-out
and floated toward the Pacific
with a German contingent be-
hind. They followed, thinking |
knew WHER I was going, T con-
tinued down river reassuredthat
another group was following. |
assumed that they were heading
to the take-out. Wel past the
take-out, nearly intothe Pacific,
| asked them how much farther
totheairfield. Thiswaswhenthe
German and English swearing
begin. Alocal salmon fisherman
fortunately saved us by tugging
our rafts back up the braided
river to the landing strip. Jack
also missed the take-out.

[ atwenty-foot cut
As far as bear
feveryonejusttoe
As long as we ke nseamm—m——mp
there would be no problems.
Somein the group had brought
mace. Susan Mobley produced
out a pair o bells to ward off
bears. | told my sister, Debbie
Hahn. that the best way to iden-
tify grizzly poop isby whether it
hasbellsinit. Susan didn't seem
amused: neither did my sister.
When three o'clock arrived
the oar rig and two paddle rafts
had just been fitted with thelast
d their bags. Twelve groggy
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sight in no time. He planned a
zwift ascent for a good workout.
We followed his route up.

bodies were added, then we

pushed off, leaving the Canadian-
groupsnoozing onshore. | oared-§%

for awhileand then switched to a SEeE - e o Vs i Seoll, Susan, and Kathy are

paddle raft. We stayed nest tothe SSSREE aT Ll e experienced chimbers. They

alderson the bank for the mini- F " ; - g e e toiled ahead. TheTuscanoswere

mal windbreak they provided. Be- ™= — N 1 goneaswell. That left my family

ing close to thick bush | yelled | One trillion cubic feet of water ated by the activity rocked 'the and Martin. Martin isabuilder,

| out a few times to ward off any | floodingbeyondHainesJunction. anchored bergsintoacrunching | used to heights. Jenny had no

| bears. Debbieand Andy Remaly, | Thenextmorningtheweather | spectacle. . problem but Debbie, Andy, and |

my nephew, turned around and = Was poor. We saw fresh snow on We stopped opposite IToweII areall qunefearfu! atfivefeet off

| gave me concerned looks. My | themountainsacrossfrom us. It Glacier and set camp. Beh]nd us | theground. Martm consoled us

i wifejust smirked, thinking | was | was drizzling when we departed | loomed Goatherd Mountain. At | and pushed my sister uptherock

playingmind games, whichIwas. = camp. |wasin the oar rigwith | its base ran the only means of facean inch atatime. After the

Asit turned out, the other rafts - John Hedden, aco-worker at my | travel for thelocal residents, the | wall we reached aslanted grassy

| spotted agrizzly at just aboutthe | Previous teaching job in Alaska, | "Bear Highway." Aftersupper we slope. Thewind whipped by and

placewherel yelledout. Itranup = and Martin Elder, afriend from | lounged under atarp. Thethun- | Debbiedidn’t climb much more.

hill away from us. Knoxville. We were the party | derous, crashing. and grinding Martin and | reached an out-

We made the confluence and = barge, already planning our lig- = continued without reprieve. | cropping high up the mountain.

the river current picked up  uidlunch. Kitty and Barry were Wayeslapped the shore and oc- | We decided to break and eat a

enough to negate the fierce enthralledbythescenery. | men- casionally a large oneswept the | lunch. Suddenly weheard some-

headwind, Aftersix hoursof hard | tioned that it only got better. beach. We double-checked the | thing charging us. It -'John,

paddling we stopped for alunch|  The Alsek is tremendously | rafts to make sure they were se- already summited and om hisway

break. Aswe continued, down- | Stimulating. The sense of isola- | cure. down. He hobbled up to us due

stream progress became easier, = tion, ruggedness, and visual Barry and Kitty took astroll ' toa prewous.ankle injury, com-

but positioning the rafts became | beauty is absorbing from the while Martin, John, and | con- plicated by his therapeutic race

moredifficult. Theriver braided | Start. Around every bendthereis | tinued our liquiddiet. Wecaught = up and down the mountain.

and onehadtocontinually paddle | alwaysanother surprise. It does = my nephew stealing a beer and | "Ther?are hundreds o‘“goats up

away from sweepers and keepgetting better justwhenyou = reprimanded him ywth toilet | there." John p_anted. | nearly

cutbanks. WemadecampatLava | think it impossible. The senses duty. We were required to pack | ranoneover goingaroundarock.

2

Creek. | are dways on the edge of over- = "everything” out. Jenny, Debbie, | They don't seem tofear peopleso
| Here the geology began to  load. Scott, Kathy, and Susan hit the | I just hung out with them for a

change. Ancient lava flows had After some good stretches = bags early. Later, at two in the = while. It wascool.”

created unusual rockformations. With big waves, we approached | morning, there was a sunburst, We took a few photos qnd

The expanse o the river valley ~ Goatherd Mountain where we = shooting rays over the moun- headed down. The Canadian

was immense. Distances were | wouldlay over for aday. Nearing | tainsto the Northwest. group arrived and camped just

deceivinganditseemedthat Pro- | its base we rounded a bend. On day three we began our | upstreamfromus. We had hoped

file Mountain lay right before us| WHACK! TherewasLowell Lake. | trek to summit Goatherd Moun- tospendthetripinisolationfrom
al day. Aswe looked closely we| It wasstunning. Lowell Glacier | tain. Passing through the Bear | other groups. Weghdn't under-
could seethe remnantscf alake, descended for miles to theedge . Highway, Martin and Susan no- . stand why they decided to camp
with driftwood and water formed = o the water. Huge blue and = ticed yet another set of grizzly . next to ussince the beach area
benches high on the mountains- White icebergs anchored them-.. tracks, except thisonewashuge. . was so Iargt_e. | talked to the
acrossfrom us. 1t was the result-—selves on ashallou area halfway - We scanned the landscape for - Canadlan.gwdethgtwehad seen
of the surging Lowell Glacier, across the lake. fimaller bergs | bears as we strolled. John, a days earlier running fr_om"the
| whichlay another day downriver. | floated throughout. We heard | marathoner, cross-country cy- Alaska Highway. He said, "The
The glacier once blocked and | thunder o the glacier calving | clist, and sea-kayaker, took the | guy had his heart medlc_mew[th
dammed the Alsek, impounding | and bergsflipping. Wavesgener- lead up the slopeand was out of | himthe whole time. but just mis-



guy didn't even say thanks." To
justify camping next to us he

explained, "We ripped our raft §

entering Lowell Lakeand needed
to pull in."
better trips.

Back at camp Jenny pointed |

out Barry, Kitty, and Ambroseon
top o the mountain, far down
range. They were speckssilhou-

etted above the rim. Therewere

several goats near them. John

took Myersfor hisinjured ankle [

and Andy stoleanother beer. The |
rest of usatesupper and lounged
under the tarp.

Paddling out of Lowell Lake
wasexhilarating. Wepassed close
to some large bergs and spotted
anicespirefour storiestall. We
stopped at arock outcrop totake
acloser look. We were close to
Lowell Glacier. Aswe beached
theglacier calved close by witha
deafening crash. | yelled for ev-
eryone to grab the ropes o their
boats, climb high, and hang on.
A swell surged towards us and
yanked theraftsasit passed. We
kept our boats.

Upon leaving Lowell Lakethe
Alsek took on adifferent charac-
ter. There were a few minor
rapids with some rather large
wavesand occasional holes. Su-
san and Kathy had limited
whitewater experience and prob-
ably no big water experience.
They continually pointed out
holeswhich, intheir minds, were
death traps. Overal, the waves
and rapids were pleasant in this
stretch, that isuntil Lava North.

At Lava North we scouted.
Therewasasteady supply ofwaves
approaching a menacing hole.
Beyond were more large waves
that could potentialy flip a raft.
Debbie stayed in the raft up-
stream, the only one not scout-
ing. Afterastrategy session, we
decided to run the oar rig first
and then the two paddle rafts.
Susan, Kathy, and Jenny decided
they woul dwalkaround therapid.
Just as we headed back to the
boats two grizzlies were spotted
on the opposite shore.

Back at the top Debbie asks,
"What's theplan?' | said, "We're
going to cheat it on the left, try-
ing to stay well away from the

| hoped he'd seen [®

u_

il =1

hole Debb|e|satrooper She's 7
been on the New and Upper
Gauley with meinmy littlefour-
teen-foot raft. She endured the
runwith aconfident expression,
not knowing as | did, that a
mistroke could send us careen-
ing back into the main current,
toward the hole.

"Piece of cake" Debbie said
outaswehittheeddy onriver left
below the drop. But this was
before shewasforced to leap out
of theoar rigand clingtoarope,
slowing the raft's descent from
the eddy with her body until help

paddling gear.

= could arrive trom upstwam

Barry, Ambrose, John, and
Andywent next. They approached
from the middle and paddied
through some big waves, miss-
ing the hole. Andy started tofall
outand, aertly, Johnyanked him
back in. Thewater temperature
was just above freezing and any
swim could have had severe con-
seguences.

Back above the drop the sec-
ond paddle raft readied itself for
the descent. Barry insisted that

_itcould beapproached morefrom:

the right, aIIowin the raft to

s

Hﬂri
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placedit. | ranfor nothing. The |

gain right-to-left momentum to
crossinfront of thehole. Hewas
used to the speed of a kayak but
the idea sounded crazy to me. |
didn't want any part of the hole
so | passed.

This time it would be Scott,
Martin, Ambrose, and Barry in
the other paddle raft. They fer-
ried outtotheright, toofar right,
and began the sluggish task o
turning the boat back to the left.
By the time the maneuver was
complete, each of the paddliers

Lwasawared their dangerouspo-

sition and began stroking in an
adrenaline-enhancedfrenzy. Un-
believably, they just made the
movebeforetheholeand crashed
intotheeddy. Theraftwas full of
water and hit the eddy linewith
unusual force. Ambrose was

.thrown from the boat and

squeal edas hehitthewater. For-
tunately, helping hands quickly
grabbed himfromthefrigid river.

Downstream, a continuous
wave train led al the way to
Turnback Canyon. Barry and
Ambrose noted how great the
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CHALLENGING THE ALSEK: ? A GREAT ALASKAN ADVENTURE

surfing would have been if they
had their kayaks. Unfortunately
forthem, theplanesthat we char-
tered from the take-out had no
room for kayaks.

Our next camp was at Fisher
Glacier. Again, the scenery in-
tensified as the mountains
changed in character and geol-
ogy. | particularly enjoyed this
stretch o river. It gave methe
overwhelmingfeeling ofremote- |
ness.

Approaching Turnback is al-
ways an interesting experience.
Even though ahandful o experi-
enced whitewater boaters have
followedWalt Blackadar'sfamous -
first descent of the monstrous
rapids in the canyon, the imagi-

nation adways makes Turnback |
morelegendary thanitevercould |

have been. On my first trip down
the Alsek, we camped so far up-
stream from the canyonthat the
helicopter pilotalmost didn't spot
us. This time, though anxious
about missing that last eddy, we
managed to pull out just up-
stream o the canyon entrance
on river left. The rest of the
group marveled at theabrupt be-

Turnback Canyon pinchesthe
Alsek between Tweedsmuir Gla
cierandamountain ontheother
side. It is named Mt. Blackadar
in honor of the famous
whitewater kayaker who first
braved the canyon—alone. It is
humbling to see this stretch of
water and realize that some
kayakershaverunit successfully.
Wewould get toseethe canyon's

_rapids, but not in a boat. We
portaged Turnback by helicop-
ter.

Dougwasthe helicopter pilot
who took us past Turnback. We

| prepared our gear and waited for
—him to show. It wasn't long be-
fore the gear was flying through

the rock walls, | clamed up. It
was an incredible ride through
an incredible canyon.

I paid for the flight with a
credit card and mentioned to
Doug that the Canadian group
had punctured one of their rafts.
He thanked mefor the informa-
tion and promised to check on

Barry and Susan finished off the
sewing while the others took
turns filtering drinking water
from theriver. A bear cub came
out on the shore while we con-
tinued repairingtheraft. Itsaun-
tered off eventually and we com-
pleted thetask asit began torain.

We paddled late into the
evening, and camped at a mud
flat. | wastold that therewas a
great campsite at the confluence
of the Tatshenshini, but wewere
obviously not there. It was a
dismal campandtheweatherwas
foul.

After the confluencewith the
Tatshenshini, the river gained a
tremendous amount d volume.
The stretch that we were ap-
proaching, althoughbraided, was
nearly three mileswide. Wespo-
radically pumped the damaged
raft with air and continued on-
ward. Then WHAK! Walker Gla-
cier.

We set up camp near the ter-

Wedidn't go around the canyon

ing. Using the helicopter head- |

set, | asked Dougif hecould name |

but throughit. Wegottherided
our lives. Even from above the
river at 100 mph, the rapids:-
looked terrifying and awe-inspir- -

theair in asling dangling from 5 "them on hisway out. Not long
the helicopter. He hauled our 7
gear first then returned for us. T down river, wehad our own mis-

“after regrouping and heading

_hap. Ambrose, not used to row-
“ing an oar rig, backed into the
|eft bank and hit a tree branch.

~Pop! Hisssss! Timefor raft sur-

Ifortunately, wehad plenty of
repair materialsand asunny day.

some o the rapids for us. He [ We pulled over onto a sand bar

ginning of thecanyon just down-
stream from our camp site.

We set up camp once again,
only this time we disassembled
our rigs and packed al o our

boating gear into separate piles.” e

After supper, Barry and | decided
to climb awal to the East. The
rock was loose and steep and |
felt out of my element. Attaining
a fairly high vantage point, we
took in the spectacular view. |
got goosebumps.

seetherotorslighting sparkson

-t _'#"'.:r-i'-'

.
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replied, "Youwatch theriver, I'll 7 and emptied the oar rig. John,
| watchtherocks." Notwishingto T Ambrose, and Barry cleaned the

aft while | began sfitching.

minal morained Walker Glacier
then hiked up onto the glacier
itself. The glacier was flat and
smooth, sloping upwards for
about a half mile. Abruptly the
glacier became disjointed and
terraced, in a spectacular blue

| castle appearance, going up and

out of sight. While walking up,
we stepped over crevasses that
dropped into oblivion. Water
rushedalongthesurfaceinsmall
rivulets only to spill into holes
that would swallow an unwary

. hiker forever.

Thenext day it was onto Alsek
Lake. DoubleWHAK! Thelakeis
huge, with glaciersfeeding into
italong nearly half itscircumfer-

' ence. The most impressive df all

was the Alsk Glacier, coming
down from far above, and caw-
ing around a nunattack at the
base. Again we heard the thun-

. der o calving and icebergs flip-

ping. Westopped at thespit that



borders the entrance to the lake
and made camp. What amagical
place. The clouds parted and we
gotalook at Mt. Fairweather. At
over 15,000feet itwasanimpres-
sivesight.

The next morning we set out
to camop at Gatewav Knob, onthe
other side o Alsek Lake. The
entranceto thelakewasa jam of
icebergs, thebiggest wehad seen
yet. Somelooked to bethesized

city buildings. Discussing the &

fact that only athird of the berg

wasvisibleabovewater, weheard =

aroar d thunder asoneviolently
flipped over and undulated until
balanced again. We were forced
to paddle throughthem in order
to enter the lake.

Therearestoriesd raftsget- |
Tuscanos and McCombs needed ' throws his broken cowling into
. thetrailer. We're off onceagain
| hurry, so they were the lucky | to seethe shore.
ones—or sothey thought. Kathy'

birthday present wasthe plane's - take-out twice beforeand hadno |

ting caught between bergs, their
passengers having to be lifted
out by helicopter. Wewere care-
ful not to commit to the current
that would take us into a trap.
Martin, John, and Jenny were in
the raft with me. We entered a
channel that the others opted

not to follow. Luckily we were |

able to weave our way through
the bergs without misfortune.
Alsek Lake could now be enjoyed
inamore relaxed style. We con-

with air aswe headed for camp at
Gateway Knab.

We made time to take in the
place. The panorama must be

were two decent rapids in the |

stretch that gave us good rides.

We were approaching the
coastal flatlands, but the moun-
tains and glaciers were still vis-
ible. | was confident of finding
the route to the take-out this
time. Just aswe pulled into the
proper channel, Andy yelled out,
"Bears" Welooked intimetosee
a sow and two large cubs trot
along the bank in front of us.
They headed off into the brush
and we pushed on to the take-
out. According to another raft-
ing party, these bears later for-
aged just outside our tent that
very night. We slept through it
all.

The next morning, gear was
packed and one plane arrived
early. It was heading back from
Y akutat on theway to Hainesand

stopped to pick uponeload. The

Then my savior appears. Itis”

the same fisherman who hauled
me back up river on my first float
in 1993. He begins to hand out
beer for free and offers us more
fish. We have food to get by, but
we can't pass up his offer. Later
he shows up in a four-wheeler,
with atrailer attached, and offers
us a tour of Dry Bay's beach.
Might aswell.

At about the same time that
our friends on thefirst flight are
about to ditch their plane on a
sand bar, we crash. The fisher-
man hitsatreehead-on and cart-
wheelsintotheair. Heendsup
facedown in thedirt. Everyone
onthetrailer isokay, sowefocus
on the driver. "My cigar!" he
repeats over and over. Susan
finds his cigar and stuffs it into
hismouth. Thusrevived, hepicks
himself up of the ground and

CHALLENGING THE ALSEK: } A GREAT ALASKAN ADVENTURE

~Nobody. No buildings. Bear and
wolf prints everywhere. We spot
Humpback whales and seals just
off shore. We hikethe beach and
take it al in, everyone totally at
peace with the delay and our cir-
cumstance. | makeamental note
to spend an extra day or two on
this beach when | return.

The next day our planes will
arriveand carry usfrom Dry Bay.
The flight will be yet another
highlight o the trip. When we
land we will learn that for some
reasonthefirstflight didn't make
itinto Haines.

Astorywill unfold, whichwill
be far less disturbing in its en-
tirety than it would have been at
the time of the four-wheeler
crash.

After diverting from Haines
toJuneau, thefirst planeisgoing
down. Thereisnothingbut white
outside the window. Suddenly,
out d nowhere, Ambrose spots

to get back to the lower 48in a

front seat, where the view and
the rideyvould be more intense.
k%

Later, astherest of thegroup
waited for the second plane the

| park ranger walks up and says,

"There won't be any flights for

| youtoday. Hainesissockedin."
tinuedto pump uptheparty barge |

John Hedden, Jenny, and | al
know how it isin Alaka. The
weather will always dictate your
schedule. Debbie despairs. She
is an entrepreneur who is ex-

| have been at the Dry Bay

desire to hikedownto the beach.
What amistake! Itisoned the
highlightsdf thetrip. The beach
is bare for miles upon miles.

another plane. It isafloatplane
just visible through thefog. The

, pilot hasjust beentalking tothis

floatplane ontheradio. The pas-
sengers watch in relief as they
turn to follow the little plane
through the dense cloud. They
were lucky to be found.

"You see that plane?" the pi-
lotasked. "It just saved our asses.
Everyone keep an eye on her or
we're in it deep." Kathy, in her
birthday seat, and the others
gladly and anxiously obliged.
Maybefifteen minutesbeforethe

! fuel tanksempty, they makeitto

Juneau, shaken but alive.
When the rest of us hear this
story wewill beabit amused and

& very relieved. | will be perhaps

the most amused of dl —| amthe
only one who will not have an-

one o the best in the world. | tremely dedicated— a
Barry, John, Martin, and | de- | workaholic. We have little food *

cided to paddleacrossthelaketo | reserves but it turned out notto = —= e
get closer to Alsek Glacier. The | beaproblem. Alocal fisherman e oo
next morning it was off to our | brings usafresh salmon, which - e
elusivetake-outinDry Bay. There | is mighty tasty.
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Hydropower atStmmersvill
Looking Towardthe [Fpatsare

By. CJ. Hamilton
Resource Manager
Summersville Lake
US Army Corp of Engineers

" Hydropower at Summersville??? | thought that died
ahappy death badk in the 80s.”

The truth is... it did. When the Army Corps of Engineers
proposed raising thesummer lake level and installing along diver-
sionintoahydro project back intheearly 1980s, therewerevigorous
protests from environmentalists and whitewater boaters, who ar-
gued that the proposal would dewater a significant section of the
Gauley River. Consequently that plan was shelved. But, against
sometimes-largeodds, in 1992 the City of Summersville managed to
land aFERC licenseto build adifferent project,an80 megawatt plant
at the base of Summersville Dam.

Summersville was able to land the license because the Federal
Power Act and the Public Utilities PoliciesAct of 1978 givesmunici-
palities an advantage when competing for power rights at federal
projects summersville Dam. In 1995 the municipality of
Summeriville formed 3 partnership with Catamount Energy of
Kutland, Vermont. Summersville had thelicense; Catamountwould

e broviae the funding and technical expertise to launch the project.

Full-scale constructinn is now underway. Cranes, dozers, and
construction workers are jammed onto a site not much more than

_ fiveacres. The construction contractor, Black & Veatch of Kansas

iy, i hailding the 555 million plant for Catamount. Black and
Veateh wstimate the project will be completed by late 2000 or early
21

““Catamount Energy will Opelale ama maintair 110 110 - for the
first 30 years of the 50-year license. Then, itll be Summersville’s
turn for the remaining 20 years. The city also plans to collect

royalties from the flows during the time of Catamount's operation.__

Powrer from the plant will be routed through Mount Nighor amsd

will bustheir workersto thesite to reduce congestion and suspend
certain work practices during Gauley season, as required by their
FERC license. The National Park Service and WVPRO, notably Len
Hanger of Senger, have been attending the monthly hydro update
meetings at the dam. Len has voiced the concerns of boaters and
worked hard to assure boaters access to the river during the fall
releases.

Countless questionsand rumors about the project have floated
into my officesince construction began. Thisisnosurprise consid-
eringwhat isat stake, Summersville Dam isthesecond largest dam
east of theMississippi. It createsthe largest lake in WV and releases
44 hillion gallons of water each fall. Some 65,000 hard boatersand
rafters boat upon thiswater. They contribute millionsof dollarsinto
local and state coffers.

P> Somed my favarite
rumarsand questionsindude

"Whereisthesecond darn?!

" How long will the lake be drained?"

"Won't thewater be toohot for fish to live?"

"Isit truetheriver won't have any rapids anymore?’

My personal favorite came from a resident who resides30 miles
downstream: " Since you built that hydro plant, my house's water
pressure istoo high."

Most people's questionscenteron how the plantwill operate. The
answer to many of their questions can be found by looking at the
FERC license for the project. Article 402 requires the city of
Summersvilleto" operate the project asdirected by the Corps, using
flows provided by the Corpsand maintainingthe current minimum
flow regime...theoperation of the projectwill not have any effect on

“Iiunl Lookout, then crossthe Meadow River gorge upstreawme or timing of the flows in the Gauley River below the

“US 19 bridge. From there it will flow througp_asubstalion an

The project has peen NOFITATELT TO CONMTOVErSy. FIWH artd fie
Mt. Nebo Property Protection Association took the developer to
court over the proposed route o the transmission line. But the
Federal AppealsCourt in Richmond, VA ruled in favor of thelicense

I ‘IEIS"O %T_M@éd 1945, chear ng the way for the project
~ Possibly d even greater concern to boat-
=S and sidhteers WETRET .. T
put-in off the rock shelf at the nase or the
outflow. Thisput-in hasnow been replaced
with a concrete ramp just downstream,
below thelip of the pool. Black and Veatch
will prepare the south end of their con-
struction site to facilitate boater access
during the 2000 Gauley season, just asthey
did last year, when thingswentwell. They

rnmersville Dam."
mm=wsmportant thingtokeepin mindisthat thedecision making

-“mrtmmeveleases hasn't been "awarded" to the hydro company or the

city. rne Corp will have control of the flow: the hydro plant is
licensed as”Run of the River." If flowsared sufficientvolumeona
givendayfor turningtheturbines, thenwater will be routed through
to the hydro plant. Thiswater will flow to the plant through a17'
penstock (water pipe) that connects to the Corps existing valve
= 7 house. The water will then circulate
through the plant's generating units and
bubble out from a tailrace areain the old
launching pool.
Thereleaseschemeisalittlebit compli-
cated since the plant can't handle the full
range of flows from Summersville Dam,
When less than 799 cfs is being released.
thewater will not berouted into the hydro



plant. And when releases o more than 4,000 cfs are underway, only
4,000 cfswill flow through the plant, therest will passthrough the old
Corp of Engineers valves.

In other words, although the final details of how the plant will
interact with the Corps valves are being worked out, it appears that
flowswill be released in the following fashion:

CFS (approx.) Method of Release

0-799 COE valves

800-4,000 Hydropower plant
4,001-18,000 Hydroplant (4,000 cfs) and

COE (up to additional 14,000 cfs)

An important thing to remember isthat all the 22 normal days d
releasewill continueto occur asscheduled and that none of therapids
have been impacted. No part of the river will be dewatered. Come
September and October Pillow Rock and Lost Paddle will still cause
your arms to burn. And Insignificant and Sweets Fallswill still take
your breath away.

But what about other times of theyear? How doesthe Corp decide
how muchwater toreleaseon any given day? Around April 1weusually
reducetheflowsto200 cfsandlet the lakefill
naturally. Thisyear we started the processa
couple of weeks early, anticipating a third
straight year o drought. But there was no
shortageof water thisspring; infact thelake
wasfull by April 13. Once the lake reached
summer pool on April 13, wesimply passed
through al o the water that came into the
lake. If 800 cfscameinto the lake from the
headwaters, which includes the Cranberry,
Williams, Cherry and Gauley rivers, we re-
leased 800 cfsfrom the dam, thereby main-
taining the lake level.

We received 9.65 inches of rain in June,
twice thenorm. Asaresultwereleased alot
of boatable water this spring. We released
more than 500 cfs (getting close to the low -+
end for hard boaters) on al but nine days
between April 13 and July 11. Even more
noteworthy: we released between 1,850 and
3,000 cfs (good rafting flows) 22 days be-
tween mid April and mid July. Thisamounts
to an "extra' Gauley season in 2000! A big
storm on June 22 had us releasing 13,900

of o \i’ Savage, New Wave,
Weare optimisticfor thefuture because, Ocean Kayak.
after two yearsd drought, groundwater has .lhf
been partially recharged. That keeps base (800) 326-7238 Werner & Viking
river flowshigher. Of courseweather trends www.kayakshackcom Paddlcs,
aredvaysdficut topredict, Currently the www.riverriders.com Lotus & Mountain Surf
eistun, So Wweshou Intinesnapetor irips@riverriders.com Paddling Accessories
thefall 2000 Gauley season. Rt. 5. Box 1260
Those who want to know more are wel- g
come to our Open House to be held Sunday, HarpersPaTy WV 25415 § ur booth ul y Fest |

eTH ANNUAL
SUMMERSVILLE
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Sunday, September 17
Aoon — ¢ PV

e the Jnformation OFFICe locaced
o o W Dide oF oY dam on
Roturoe 129
Join US in celebrating over thirty yearsof
flood conhtrol & recreational opportuni-
ties at the state’s largest jake.
Tours of the projece, InCluding a trip wo
the outlet Structure, will be given every
half hour.
Resreshments will be available.

For mmmms [vforration Bl (204) £72-2412
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it Prijom,

o

September 17, and toursd the outlet works
on Gauley Festival weekend. Check theadin
this publication for details.

American Whitewater v September ¢ October 2000



[t Was @ nice, rany Memorial day weskend in West Virginia | met my buddy Joe Stumpfel
at LittleSandy'srestaurant in Bruceton Mills. Joeinformed meaninch of rain had fallen in Fayetteville,with more
on theway. It wasthe obvious place to be, so | said, " Sure, let's go!"

On theway we decided to stop at Babcock State Park to seeif Mannswasrunning. Whenwearrived at the Grist
Mill Bridge, we could see exploding wavescoming down aswollen creek bed. Never inamillionyearswould | have
expected that kind of water! Therewereseveral blunters (bluntingwaves) out there but, once you flushed off,you
would be headed over the Grist Mill Falls, at which point your blunting dayswould probably be over. Soon, one
of thepark rangers informed usthat wewere not allowed to bein the park after dark so we decided to camp for the
night.

The next morning wedecidedtorun Laurel Creek. | had wanted to paddle Laurel Creek for alongtime, having
seen "Falling Down™ about ahundred times. It wasabig day for thiscreek. Laurel Creek had waited patiently and
now it had its big chance to go ONE-ON-ONEWITH THE GREAT ONE! There are two famous drops on Laurel
Creek, Captain Crunch and Roadside, both of which | planned on layingthe smackdown on1-2. AndtheZoneDogg
MEANS 1-2! And there were two thingsthat Laurel Creek could do about it: "nothing™ and "likeit." | had heard
alot of talk about Laurel Creek being a very difficult creek. Well, the Dogg says, " Enough talk, just bring it!" My
prediction wasthat | would show upat Laurel Creek, layeth the smacketh down, andwriteaSIK trip report for the
millions...and millions of the ZoneDogg's fans.

We put-in about 200 yards aboveal0foot dam, just where thegradient begins. At thispoint, | would normally
say, " Put thewomen and children to bed, this creek isgoing to get SIK!" However, thewomenand children never
gotthechancetogetout of bedonthiscreek! Joeand lwalked aroundthedam becauseit clapped ("'landed on rocks"
in layman's terms) and who knowswhat else. | didn't think that my new Micro 230 would appreciatea nice piece
of rebar through it (I know it wouldn't do P-turkey for me).

Soon, we came upon another dam of about 8feet onto rocks or concrete, followed by aslideinto a15foot falls
onto rocks. Itwould betwo SIK boofsinto great clappersbut, again, notwanting to destroy my new boat, | walked
with Joe right behind me. The creek was running high and muddy so it was difficult to see what the water was
landing on. Whilel wasout portaging, wewalked around a 20+ foot waterfall that landed in ashallow landing pool.
This put usright at the top of Roadside Attraction, avery SIK drop, one o the famous ones.

Roadside drops about 30 feet with a bouncy cascade on the right and a sheer falls intoa shallow pool on the




left. Thewater thenslamsintoan undercut notfar below thedrop-just to keepyou honest.
It could get very interesting if you made a mistake and flipped. After a quick scout, |
FEEEE that it was time te cheek Hris e ke W0 Smackdown Hotel. | slid down the
sloping ledge at thetop, hit the curler that sent me onto the slide, ran off a5foot drop
where| clapped ontoashelf, launched aSIK boof off thefinal 8footer and into the eddy
above the undercut (OhYesh! It was SCHWEEET!). Joe decided that it wasan offside
move for himin his C-1 and walked.

Sometimes | wonder alittleabout C-lers. They have seen thedoubleblade. They
know of its existence. And yet still. Just kidding, Joe is a spectacular C-ler. Heis
definitely oned the best in the world. You haveto beadamn good C-1er to runthe SIK
creeks he has paddied.

We continued down the creek over some smaller drops, dodging somelogs. Laurel
Creek had adecent amount o wood init. Agood flashflood could wash away the trees but, x

e TFnowing weather, it probably won't. k-
= Wewere soon scouting asteep boulder pilethat went off ==
a5foot boof dropwith alog init, followed by a 6 foot drop into

adeep hole. We decided to sneak the top drop down achannel on
theright, then boof the bottom drop ontheright, zswell

A3 VWLl JUL VYLLIL

through just fine but | pitoned into arock that created a 2 foot )

-~ pourover and was swept sideways into it. The side of the hoat | eft nage: Myself (Bobby Miller)
caught and | flipped over the pourover. | rolled quickly and .

launched off the bottom 6 footer. As| paddled 0 the euay, 1 laving the smackdewn on

said, "Alright, show's over. Nothing toseehere. Show 0-Oh My i ion i

God!" | looked down and discovered several holesin my skirt. MGCAttraﬁt Il:oa[|1lél-'eftﬁT,rCe}|] eCCkmg

It was not so bad that | could not go on, but what a bummer. aptiam funci - reeK

It isa cold and cruel world, but not cold enough if yourea  jxtg the Smackdown Hotel.

snowman. Look for thevideo footage of me running this rapid “Joe Skt Fﬂ{#ﬂ
on the upcoming FOX special, "When Good Lines Go Bad." Above: Joe launChmg d

o Next we came upon a SIK drop over a pile of rocks. Schweet Manns
~ = Therewasaseriousundercut ontheright, but thisappeared to be chweet Boof on Manns Creek

theonly clean placetorunthedrop. Itwasvery ugly andwedecided (Real Manns).
" that we didn't want any parts of a pin there. The rapid was so ugly
y b that | probably couldn't have traded it for a pack of cigarettes downin
. e Céll block D-0-Double G

&
Good Times

":r

www. Kayakmexico.com
infoflkayakmexico.com
B800-653-6221

Trips & Instruction
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Soon, we were scouting yet an- . i i
other horizonline. Thecreekwentdown a Left.I\J\yseIf (Bobby Miller) hukina

dlide, ending in a15foot falsintoalarge wheel off of Pummel (Great Fals,

boil. The falls looked schweet but the Potomac River).BeIow: Me making

water coming out from the boil was going .

swiftly into the next rapid, which was the second descent of Hinkston

blocked by anasty tree. We decided that if i iaht:

you happéned to get deep of the falls (a Fals, H|_nkston Run.Right: Myself

district possibility due to alack o a good launching a schweet boof on
launch ramp), you would not be able to Manns Creek (Real Manns).

make the eddy to avoid being swept into the
rext rapid and tree. Sowe conducted alabori- =
o portage over some big sized rocks.
Thenext rapid had a6foot drop that clapped
onto a slide ending in a 3 foot drop. Joe and | bot
. . sehweeeet clappers off thedrop. Therunout &
this rapid poured over alongseriesaf 3foot ledges. Joepitoned real
hard on one of these drops. Luckily, hewasinaC-1,soit hurt him alot lessthan if he
had beenin akayak. Soon, wewere out scouting the S1Kest drop on the creek, Captain
Crunch Falls.
Captain Crunch starts with a slide that heads left and twists to the right before
plummeting off a30 plusfoot waterfall. Thefallsland on rocks and next to ahuge rock

ontholeft and i “-r:\_h.ﬁ.h‘“.n.ﬂ.t.r.oa‘, deen anvwhere In thic WM there are 3 types of
drops: wee, not 20 wee, and FREAKIN HUGE! Caplain Crunch falls in the FREAKIN
HUGE category '||u decided that he wanied no parts of the Captain so he portaged

arownd and sef wp to take my picture bedow. | am an equal apportunity ass kicker and

it was Caplain Crunch's tume 1873 a DoggyDogg World amd Laplain Crunch was wearing

milk-hone wsderwear -
[ headed up to my boal, dewned a can on instant gonads, and climbed in with amission:

o lavet b the smacketh dowen. | headed down the slide and up Lo the D, 4l Lha |I- what else

LrEt ||'||. st electrifding man in sporis entertainment today to do but stick a wicked boof
i roke winch gave me thie 51 r.-_'\.l launch | have ever nailed. landing flal on the bl below (Oh
"n.'-l It was SCHWEEEET! ~~erllll"'-.||-."!

AcuAFUR

PILE CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES,_____
Since 1994

I ..1‘;,‘[.'1
areg :I o : = F; 2
. '5.-?‘%: ‘ "‘3" MR Y A ﬂmauemng on Principle . . .

Trand! m“p 5 "

Dy o nE R _'*c"-"ll :

A e

A HH DB D rE - | — AguaFur™ is aproduct of /

Lanatic A ppr.lrel

ph. 301-T46-5389 » fax 301-T45-4089 520 Chatlosga Ridge Rd » Mountain Rest, SC 29664

www.mountainsurf.com (864) 647-9912

sulrecarsn 1 warks!
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Asl launched, I thought, "Holy crap thisisahugedrop! | hopethisdoesn't hurt my back!" —
However, | landed super softly ontheboil. Captain Crunchisclosetotheroad soitisany easy I il I C i i .
for spectators toview the drop. Afew hot chicks decided to take advantage o thisand watch I ."h.
the Dogg run this crazy drop. There they stood on the bank, gawking at the ZoneDogg, :
wanting to offer the ZoneDogg some sweet lovin. Well, the ZoneDogg is a big fan of sweet
lovin, but there was still some more creek to check into the Smackdown Hotel.

After Captain Crunch we ran a cool series dof slides and cascadesthat were as much fun
as| haveever had. Near theend, therewasa200yard long slidethat wassuper awesome! Joe
and | reached tremendous speedsgoing down thisscreamer (wewere clocked at 267 miles per
hour, using actual VASCAR measurements). After one more wide and shallow slide wewere

was pretty dry, except lor the pool that
we paddbed across toreach the bank

Wie climbed the steep bank to
Joe's truck, Laurel Creck wasa
super fun rumwith many SIK

Current Designs

Blue Hole

Old Town and

NEW!, Aire Inflatables!!

this was nol the time o
sit around and relax. It
wasstill early and the sun
was shining, so we headed
over andran Red Manns. But
that isanother story.

|!r--;1:- It was ve Iy |'|.||||'I'I|.;,
ingd at a high level and |;I1I BIG BOAT SELECTION!
sure that it s very tough
At~ hmwer leeels oo, It ® W_ave Sport
definitely kept up the . Wilderness SyStemS
|'..|5.'| Ievilleares s re Wi ° Mad R'Ver
tation of having the
craziest crecks in'West o Dagger .
Virginia. We had an ° Perceptlon
awesome run and a o We-no-Nah
fgreal trmaes Heowever,

°

{ ]

]

°

BIG ACCESSORIES SELECTION!!!
OUTFITTING
HELMETS
PFD'S
CLOTHING
SKIRTS
Bomber Gear, Lotus,
RapidStyle, Mountain Surf,
and more!!!

DOWNTOWN
FAYETTEVILLE, WV
304.574.4005
1.877.CANUSKI

RT 460 1931 APPERSON DR
BLACKSBURG, VA SALEM, VA
800.560.6401 540.389.8602

Mo matler how rough
the river, paddhing
Qear from Mawarro®
will keep The waler oul.

Waterproof. windpro
and broathalie - -
Sympalex® Myslery

Drytop s guaraniesd

LD kfep youw dry.

on the web at: http:/'www.hbcski.com

Outfit all your outdoor
experiences at Back Country Ski
& Sports: Hiking, Camping,
Backpacking, Alpine, Cross
Country, Telemark Skiing,

Snowboarding, and More!!!

WEATHER GEAR
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Internet
Direct «#
For

Less!

Carbon Fiber Paddles
$155 - $185

kayakstore.com

New at kayakstore.co m!
Pothole Wooden Paddles!

With bent or straight shaft:
Starting at $300

Sin Squirt Boats!
Kevlar™/glass vacuum bagged
Available September, 2000.

| g0
e Special Sale!
Blems, imited quantit;‘es. 838 5-‘5}4 9438 | :
Lightweight, carbon-fiber, 3 piece
take-apart paddles. $125 e mfn@l-:a'_.rakstﬂre.cum

www.kayakstore.com
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“Tvo Thumbs Upl
e At

4 4 ..-._ L

Corran Addison (Operation Zulu, Paddie Quest
Barleys Purple Day) leaps into action in the most
revealing paddling segment ever done of the
fabled legend (we take full credit for his leg-
endary status), Steve Fesher (1000
Cunning Stunis, Skreem 4
Tomarrow Newver Comes) throws
hamsalf over water falls, waves and
women, and Dan Campbed (Beauty
and the Best, Searching for the
‘Gee” spot) looks for his lost love
(ot paddiing); his innér soul.

What do these three hero's =
have in common? Nathing, but we g
had 1o work it ino the sales peich for the fim, so
give us a break will-ya?

Surfing from channel to channel until we
passed even Channel No 5 (which 15 the only
thing we were weanng during the filming of the
a5t sagment), these action hero's take the viewsr
on & whirtwind tour of insane stunis and unbeliey-
able masquerades

FOR A DOSE OF

STEVE FISHER * [N CAMBELL * SHANE RAW " MICO CHASSING EMTERTAINMENT
REALITY AFTER wac JULUKA * PHUNK JUKKEEZ * POWER MAN 5000 * GUNS AND PICTURES
WATCHING THES nn_mmm_. HTE * BUCK .u_._m_ﬁ.__ * ELWIH * WYCLEF JEAN

BICTURE) w s merirmiews TIWALKER o o PERRE ALEXANDRE witee  WWIWRIOTKAYAKS. COM

PR

L _l.._..-.ﬁ..-.._..-...fr.-.......“f-.l......rm.._ : u -‘
-..1-_ m.ar.........dl.. ....l....uh._f\l:.nll_-_ .._ '.

Without o gque

"Wkl .. ..._ ] m..._.._nn._..-._.....;..n_ 18 ,
monel 2 r._m..,.__m HyEllr wl .q._r“""_.l_nL —.
Thit Eal s Channel Jefing

filrm yed, the unsioppable achon hero's must pre-

BAD LI WOWEY FILUS
sy CORRAN ADDISON = ‘CHANNEL SURFRNG

._.....hu_n._..__-___.._lm.mm

Leaping into action in this spectacular thrill ride of
death-defying stunts and amazing high-tech gadg-
ets, our Hero's go. In the most electrifying kayak

vent a fremendous desaster fnom
sriking. Someone is pitfing the
world's kayaking superpowers
against each other, and only our
hero's can stop it. The world teefers
on the brink of world war Il - until we
zero in on ihe true mastarmind
behind this devilish scheme. In a
series of explosive chases, brutal
confrontations and breath-taking
gscapes, they race (o siop global pandemonium®

Powerhouse action sequences intluding
surfing Maontreal's massive Mavnic wave, hair
boating in California and the South East, and with
special cameo appearances by Long Surf Siver
Desere Grindeau, Tricky Lords and Jumping
Holmes, this is undoubtably the most faniastical
adventure ever embarked upon

I>

TEL (514) 831 (366

covtm s PAUL VILLEGOURT * STEVE FISHER * BERND SOMMER

CORRAN ADDNSON * STEVE FISHER * DAN CAMBELL * mI:zm RAW * NICO CHASSING

DISGOVER =

A Bad LIT __ﬂ nkey Film
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and ready to rock.
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enjoy your swim.

LOTUE @ DESIGHS

828/689-2470
hitp://www.lotusdesigns.com
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\Whitewater Fatalities Drop Sightlyin ™
Firg Half of 2000

By Charlie Walbridge

The first half of the year 2000
paddling season turned out to be
somewnhat safer than expected. Fatal
U.S. accidents reported to American
Whitewater include 6 kayak, 7 canoe,
and 70 rafting fatalities. While this is
a bit less than we've seen the past
few years, it's still not a trivial num-
ber. We hope this is the beginning of
along-term trend. Many of the ca-
noeing and rafting fatalities involved
inexperienced people; the most com-
mon cause of these deaths was the
failure to wear life jackets. By con-
trast, the kayakers who died were
usually experienced whitewater pad-
dlers. Pins and entrapments were re-
sponsible for most of these fatalities.
Most of these accident summaries
are based on postings made to
rec.boats.paddle, boatertalk com, and
other Internet forums. I'd like to
thank Kevin Sulewski, Kathy
Streletzky, Aida Parkinson, Slim Ray,
and the board and staff of American
Whitewater for scanning the netand
forwarding this material. /’d also like
to thank those who took the time to
write and post these accounts so that
other paddlers could learn from
them.

I nternational Accidents

The early part of the year brought bad
news from overseas. Robin Dodd, an Amei-
candoctor, waspaddlingin New Zealand with
avery strong group of international paddlers.
He drowned during the attempted second
descent of the Upper-Upper Hokitika River
ontheSouth Island. Chris Emerick reported
viae-malil that thegroup used a helicopter to
reach he put-in of thisremote river on Janu-
ary 8". The water level was low, exposing
many dangerous rock sieves. About halfway
intothefirst day of aplanned two-day descent
thegroupstoppedtoscoutasteep, obstructed
drop. It was easier than most o the other
major rapids, and two boaters ran it without
incident. Dodd, paddling third, was thrown
off hisline by asmall hole. He dropped over

a4'ledgeintoapillow created by alarge rock.
Here he pinned and disappeared beneath the
surface.

Robin's paddie floated free at once. The
group at first thought he had bailed out, but
when he did not resurface they responded
quickly. Several made "a bold jump" into a
tiny eddy above the point when Robin was
last seen. A man was lowered on a rescue
vest, but the current wastoo strong for him
to make contact. Afterattemptingfor several
hours to release the boat with shags and z-
drags, the group paddled downstream to a
hut where they had planned to spend the
night. Herethey foundaradioand usedit to
contact the helicopter pilot. The next day a
rescueteamarrivedto helprecover thebody.
Aday later, when this report wassent to the
U.S, they had not been successful.

Emerick noted i n passing that there was
asimilar drowning on the Nevis River, also
in New Zealand, two days earlier. Guenter
Schuppan, astrong German paddier, dropped
backwardsintoahidden sieveinaseemingly
straightforward rapid. His companions
reached the site quickly and pulled his boat
free, but by this time Shuppan had slipped
intothesieve. Ittook rescuersseveral daysto
recover his body.

On January 22nd two American tourists
drowned inacommercial raftingaccident on
CostaRica’s L ower Pacuare River,apopular
ClassIII-IVrun. According tothe“Tico Times
Online," (publishedin San Jose, CostaRica)
the water level was very high due to heavy
rains. Most companies had cancelled their
trips, but onecompany launched early. Their
trip consisted of one 14' 6" raft, carrying 8
people, accompanied by two safety kayaks.
AW Journal editor Bob Gedekoh, who had
paddied the river last fal inflood, described
itat high water as" scary, with lotsof poten-
tial for flushdrowning." Locd outfitterstold
reporterstheboat may have been overloaded.

The raft flipped in Las Huacas Arriba, a
Class1V drop. The high water would make it
difficult for the company's two rescue
kayakerstorecover al theswimmers. Guests
told reportersthat thecompany'sgear was in
poor repair. Theguidewaswearing avery old
PFD. When he swam, the floatation was
pushed out of tearsinthefabric, renderingit
useless. He had to be rescued by one of the
safety kayakers. Joseph Hunter and Monique
Sadler, both53, werewashed downstreamto
their deaths. The othersin the boat escaped
with minor injuries. Raft company manage-
ment stated that thewater level was reason-

ablewhen they put-in, andthat thewater rose
behind them. Thisfact wasdisputed by other
local outfittersinterviewed for the article.

On March 23+ a flash flood on South
Africas Stor m River killedanumber of people
who were traveling through a narrow gorge
on inner tubes. Thiswas widely reported in
the international press. A man, posting to
rec.boats.paddle, described the river asseen
from a highway bridge asrunning througha
very narrow gorge through layers of schists
andslatesstandingon edge, withlotsdf sharp
corners. The water wasflat, with afew Class
| drops. All those who died were guests o a
local outfitter. They wore wetsuits (which
provide someflotation) but no lifevests. The
gorgeisquitesteep, andin aflash flood there
would be no escape. Those who died were
badly battered.

Kayak Accidents

Canyon Creek isasteep Class V run in
Southwest Washington State. On March 7th
a three-boat party of experienced kayakers
madea clean first run and decided to makea
second descent. Jacob Selander, amember of
thegroup, wrote an excellent report that was
posted on line. The water level was low, 7
belowthebridge piling. Thegroup ranthebig
drops in the canyon without problems. The
final drop, asix-foot ledge, requiresgood boat
control for aclean rundownacenter-left sl ot
into a rock-infested landing zone. The lead
boater ran without incident, but the second
man, Toby Scarpella, pinned in the rocks at
the base. The third boater, running close
behind, saw a paddle sticking above the sur-
face as he came over the ledge.

In the eddy below, the surviving pair
quickly realized that their friend was prob-
ably pinned at the base of thedrop. They first
attempted to reach him from downstream.
When they could not get close enough, they
ferried to shore, hiked the boats above the
drop, and approached from above. From here
they could see water hitting what they be-
lieved to be Scarpalla and his boat. One man
climbed down theledgetoaspot just ten feet
fromthesuspected pin. Clipping intoathrow
linefor support, heattempted to swim out to
the entrapped kayak. He caught sight o his
friend'sdrytop, so he repeated themaneuver.
He reached the boat several times, and tried
to pull hisbuddy freeit. When the swimmer
tired, the two men traded places. The second
man was able to attach the boat to the throw
line using a carabiner. The two men set upa
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Z-drag and pulled hard, without success.

By now well over an hour had passed
sincetheir friend had disappeared. They were
both getting dangerously cold, sothey stopped
pullingand prepared to paddleout. Suddenly
the pinned boat, with Scarpalla still inside,
popped free. They left theboat attachedtothe
line until onepaddler could getinto position
downstream, then they cut it loose. The pair
struggled for three hundred yards to bring
him to shore.

Toby Scarpalla'sshort, highvolumecreek
boat had been pinned upsidedown under the
ledge, with his bow facing upstream. The
deck on his right side just above the thigh
hook had collapsed, making escape impos-
sible. His friends could not pull him out of
the boat, so they removed his helmet and
PFD and began CPR. After ten minutes one
man decided to remain with Scarpalla while
the other went for help. In the gathering
dusk he sprinted two miles across Lake
Merwintothetake-out. Hereheflagged down
aman in a pickup truck who went for help.
Rescuesqguads responded quickly, and used a
powerboat to travel up the lake to the acci-
dent site. There the three men from the
rescue squad could not pull Scarpalla out of
hisboat either. They placed both himand his
kayak in the powerboat and transported him
tothelauncharea. Herefour menusingtools
were able to lift the deck and pull him free.

Thesetwo paddlersshould becommended
fortheir courageousand innovative response
totheirfriend'spredicament. They did every-
thing that they could. | have two sugges-
tions, which might haveimproved their mar-
gin of safety during the rescue. First, attach-
ing yourself directly intoaline beforeenter-
ingswift current isvery dangerous. While it
worked here, | can't recommend it for gen-
era use. Paddlers running streams of this
difficulty should consider buying a rescue
life vest and learning how to useit. Second,
when performing CPR in a wilderness set-
ting, the safety of the rescuers must be
welighed carefully. Scarpalla, unfortunately,
wasal most certainly beyond help long before
his boat was released. The second boater
continued CPR for about an hour before
paddling out in the dark. He arrived at the
take-out as the rescue squad was launching
their boat, and was immediately taken to an
ambulance to warm up. Wilderness proto-
cols permit CPR to be discontinued in re-
mote settingsafter 45 minutes, or when the
rescuer's life isat risk. The guidelines were
exceeded during the rescue.

On March 21¢ Michael Dobek, an out-
standingathl ete described by friends as" fear-
less," drowned duringasolokayak runonthe
Piscataquog River near Goffstown, New
Hampshire. It was hisfirst run in a brand-
new kayak. Locd paddlersdescribethestretch
asapopularbeginner run. Dobekflipped,and
then became caught against a strainer. A
local resident saw thekayak lodged there and

contacted authorities. They retrieved theboat,
andfound hisbody still inside. Becausethere
werenowitnesses, itisunclear if runningthe
river with other paddlers could have made a
difference. But it is unfortunate that Dobek
did not contact aloca kayak club or outfitter
for training before getting on the water.

TheNolichucky River crossestheSmokey
Mountains from Poplar, NC to Erwin, TN.
Normally an easygoing Class IT1-IV run, it
can get nasty at high flows. April 8th was
quitecold, withrain, sleet, strongwinds, and
anair temperatureinthe mid-30s. Theriver
was running at 2,150 cfs, a high, but not
unreasonabl e, flow. A party o two raftsand 7
kayaks that met at the put-in that day in-
cluded ChrisJuliano, 25. Although not known
to some members of the group, he had been
downtheriver afew dozen timeswhilework-
ingforan outfitter. Heseemed confident and
he brushed off several offers of help after an
early swim. The group included a number of
very experienced paddlers.

In a report submitted to AW, Brian
Sineath, Tim Swicegood, and Spencer Lin-
coln described the events that followed:
Juliano flipped early in the run and swam.
This raised concerns within the group, but
then heeasily handled the next ClassIV drop.

rt, New, Gaule

Juliano then punched the hole at "Hungry
Jack Ledge" without trouble and he paddied
out ahead o the group. His companions
spotted his kayak floating about 50 yards
below Murphy's Ledge. This drop creates a
very nasty hole, whichat thislevel iscapable
of recirculating boatsand swimmers. As they
approached, they saw aflash of hishelmetin
the backwash of the hole.

Juliano probably recirculated inthe hole
for around 4 minutes before flushing out.
Each cycle held him under for about 20
seconds, brought him to the surface briefly,
then pulled him under again. Paddlers
scrambled ashore and deployed throw ropes.
Julianowas hitseveral times, bothinthehole
and out, but he did not respond. When he
washed free a kayaker paddlied over, bailed
out, grabbed him, and swam him ashore.
Lineswerethrowntoassist the rescueswim-
mer, and a second kayaker wet exited near
shore to help lift Juliano onto a small beach
on the River Right bank. At around 12:00
noon they checked for a pulse, cleared his
airway, and began CPR.

Runnerswere sent upstream to get help.
A half-hour later a river guide with a radio
appeared. He said a rescue vehicle would
meet them at the put-in. One of the group's

Wildwaters
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rafts was carried up the tracks on river left,
then brought acrossthe river. A number of
river runnersstopped andassi stedwith CPR.
Another personwent upstream and returned
with a backboard. Chriswas strapped to the
backboard, loaded on the raft, and ferried
across the river. CPR was continued during
the crossing. A large crowd had gathered
here, and hewascarried upasteep gravel bed
totherailroad tracks. CPRwasdiscontinued
for a few minutes during the climb, then
restarted near the tracks. A locomotive ar-
rived, and Juliano was taken on board and
rushed to awaiting ambulance at the Poplar
put-in. He was rushed to a local hospital
where he was pronounced dead.

Several boaters, commenting on posted
reports, noted that the hole at Murphy's
Ledge is quite sticky, and will hold boaters
whobail outafter side-surfingit. Julianowas
lightly dressed in a paddle jacket and light-
weight neoprenetop, but itisnot clear if this
contributed to the accident. One o the res-
cuersreported findinganinhal er attached to
hisPFD. It's possible that hisdifficulties may
havebeen aggravated by asthma. Many people
whowitnessed theevacuation said it was well
organized, and that thegroup doing the CPR
was unusually competent.

OnApril 23, Thomas Makuk, 41, drowned
on Connecticut's Pattoconk River after he
was caught in the backwash o a low head
dam. The river was running at near-flood
stage following a storm that dumped 3 1/2”
of water on the area. A second kayaker who
accompanied him and ran the dam success-
fully called for help. Firefighters said that
Makuk wasapparently recirculated for about
ten minutes before being pulled out. There's
no word on the experience d the men or
whether the run over the dam was inten-
tional or accidental . Anyonewho can provide
more information is urged to contact the
Safety Committee.

Therewasadrowning in Two Pair Rapid
on the North Fork of the Yuba near
Downieville, California for the second year
inarow. Reportsforwarded by Matt Buynoski
indicatethat thevictim, Derek Snellings, 16,
was an avid kayaker who had been on the
river 32 daysso far that year. Travelling with
two very experienced adult friends, he at-
tempted to run Two Pair on June 5™. This
rapid has changed since last year, and there
was a dangerous undercut rock at the bot-
tom of thefirst drop in theriver right chan-
nel. Snellings was pushed doff his line by a
lateral wave, broached against this previ-
ously unknown undercut, and was pinned
upright. His friends moved in to help him,
and got aropein Snellings' hands. But when
he popped his sprayskirt, his kayak filled
withwater and flipped suddenly. It took over
40 minutes to extricate him, and the rock
itself was moved during the recovery.

AW director ChrisKall reportedthedeath
of Billy Danforth, 45, on Class IV-V Teton

CrekinEasternldahoonJune17™. Danforth,
anoted big-water paddler, was familiar with
this run. He was boating with two other
paddlers when he apparently hit a rock with
his bow, spun around, and became pinned in
the river facing upstream. His body was re-
covered from the river aweek later. We have
few other details, so if you have more infor-
mation about this unfortunate event, please
contact the Safety Committee.

Canoe Accidents

Awoman drowned after a canoe she and
her husband were paddling capsized in the
Deep River near Sanford, in central North
Caraling, on March I8 Her husband was
found clinging to their canoe, which was
caughtinalogjam near theRoute 421 Bridge.
The pair were paddling with two other tan-
dem canoes, and their friends sent for help.
Rescuersarrivedat 8:25 p.m. They threw the
manaropeand pulled himashore. They later
freed the canoe and found his wife under-
neath it. Neither waswearing alife vest, but
this alone would not have prevented the
accident. Basictraining that covers paddling
techniques and hazard recognition would
have been helpful.

On April 9t a 38 year-old man drowned
when his canoe tipped over on the Puyallup
River in Washington State. Life vests were
carried on board, but he did not wear one.
The man's wife, who wasn't wearing a life
vesteither, andtheir dog, whowas, madeitto
shore safely.

Northern California’s Trinity River isa
beautiful stretch of ClassITIwhitewater. Davis
Steinhauser of Trinity River Rafting reported
viae-mail that local resident Wendy Elliswas
killed whileontheriver infront of her house
in a canoe. She and her hushand owned 80
acresd land on the opposite shoreand were
attempting to start awinery there. Both had
considerable experience on the river and
sometimes made dozens of crossings in a
day. Her husband Don had beenariver guide
for aloca outfitter, and hisson wasan avid
kayaker. Wendy was the least comfortable
with the river, but had made the trip many
times.

Normal summer flow in the Trinity is
800-1,200 cfs, but on April 18* rains had
raised the level to over 6,000 cfs. On that day
the couple attempted to cross the river in a
newly purchased canoe. Thisboat waslarger
than the one they had been using. It was not
designed for whitewater or outfitted with air
bags. They took the 13-year-old daughter of
a close friend along. The weather was over-
cast, and the temperature was in the high
40s. Everyone wore hiking boots and heavy
clothing, but, unfortunately, noPFDs. Wendy
was carrying a 44-magnum revolver. The
river surged and swamped the canoe, throw-
ingthemintothewater. Donyelled for every-
oneto hold on to the boat, and tried to swim
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it to shore. But the canoe quickly became
unmanageabl e and they washed into a Class
I rapid. They thenfloatedintothenext rapid,
hit a hole, and became separated. Don made
itto shoreexhausted near the Big Flat River
Access, the young girl also washed ashore
nearby. Wendy was last seen floating face
downintheriver. Her body was never found.

DaveGuss, aU.S. Whitewater Team Mem-
ber in the late 60s, reported that a kayaker
discovered two bodiesinthePerkiomen Cresk
near Collegevillein Eastern Pennsylvaniaon
May 30t. The pair turned out to be Fredrick
House, 42, and his14 year-old son Paul, who
had been missing since May Z4™. Friends
notified police when thetwo did not show up
for a scheduled 7:00 p.m. pickup. Early the
next morningtheir battered canoe, two PFDs,
and a paddlewerefound near Goodrich Dam
near Oaks, PA. Thisdamisoned several that
Ed Gertler warns of in Keystone Canoeing.
With the river running high the backwash
was undoubtedly quite dangerous.

My wifeand | took out at the junction of
the Cheat and Big Sandy Rivers in West
Virginiaon June 1+ to find the area crowded
with rescue vehicles. The Morgantown, WV
Dominion-Post reported that a 24-year-old
man had been paddling a canoe with two
women. Water levelswere moderate; around
2.5 feet at Albright. The man attempted to
runacClassIi-III rapid below thetake-out and
capsized. No PFDswereworn, and he never
resurfaced. A second canoe made it through
therapidswithout incident. Theman'sfriends
swam to shore and contacted bystanders,
whothen notified authorities. Rescuesquads
from Bruceton Mills, Albright and
Masontown, assisted by divers, local kayakers,
and outfitters, searched theareathoroughly
without success. To date the body has not
been found. The Cheat between Jenkinsburg
Bridge and Cheat Lake is remote and not
paddled often, and thiswill make the recov-
ery difficult.

On June 7% The Grand Junction, Colo-
rado Daily Sentinel carried a story that a
woman was missing after a canoe capsized.
Mary Faulk, 39 was paddling with her hus-
band on May 31+t when their boat capsizedin
the Black Rock area of the Colorado River.
The spot istwo mileseast of the Utah border,
upstream of Westwater Canyon. It containsa
strong current but no major rapids. Neither
paddler waswearing alifevest. Her husband
made it to shore safely and flagged a train,
and railroad personnel radioed authorities.
Her body was recovered on June 6™ after a
long search through rugged country.

Rafting Accidents

In mid-February West Virginia experi-
enced a very heavy rainstorm that raised
streams throughout thestate to near-record

levels. On February 1% as the Kanawha
River near South Charleston was reaching
flood levels, agasstation employeecalled her
supervisor to report that theriver was creep-
ing up towards their store. The manager,
knowing the business did not carry flood
insurance, told her to call other employeesto
the scene. Then he, along with the other
employees, attempted to save the inventory.
They filled each person's car with beer and
cigarettes and drove the vehicles to higher
ground. Afterwards, they returned to put the
remaining inventory on high shelves and
counters. The employees were scared and
wanted to leave, but were ordered to stay.
Soon the floodwaters rose into the store,
cutting off their escape.

The group caled 911 at 6:45 p.m., and
the Charleston Fire Department responded
with asmall-motorized raft. Twofirefighters
and five gas station employees were loaded
into this boat. None o the store employees
were given life vests, even though two o
them could not swim at all. The boat may
have been overloaded, and the firefighters
had little training in swift-water boat han-
dling. Asthey headed for safety, the raft was
pulled into nearby Kanawha-Two Mile Creek
where it capsized. The two firefighters and
two victimswere recovered quickly, but Sue
Kannaird, 54, Howard Fout, 52, and Betty
Huffman, 56 were swept away. Over the next
three days, their bodies were found down-
stream. Mrs. Huffman wasfound on the Ohio
River, 150 miles away. On the day following
theaccident aloca Junior High School stu-
dent climbed 30 feet up a tree and found a
purse that contained $6,000 and the
manager's |.D. The money waslater returned
to the storeowners.

Cattaragus Creck, a popular run near
Gowanda in Western New York State, rose
from 1,000 to 9,000 cfs (over 9 feet) on April
7. Suddenrisesin river flow, known asstorm
surges, have been linked to accidentsin pre-
vious years. Loca boater Craig Mavis re-
ported that the river rose 3 feet in just an
hour and a half! Kevin Suleweski aborted a
planned trip to the areaas the extent of the
storm surge became clear from weather and
water sites on the Internet. While strong,
well-equipped local paddiers ran the river
successfully, long time outfitter Jim Redline
of Zoar Valey Outdoorscancelled histrips. It
was clear that the river was not suitable for
casual paddlers.

The river was running about 5.5 feet
when AW director Bob Glanville launched on
the South Branch. Arriving at the Main
Branch, his party encountered a loose raft.
After searching for itsowners, hetiedittoa
tree and continued downstream. About two
milesbelow heencountereda groupd rafters
onshore. They had a new, commercial-qual-
ity raft, but nolifevestsor wetsuits. They said
that the raft ahead of them had flipped in a

hydraulic, spilling four men into the creek.
They were able to chase down two of them,
but the others disappeared downstream and
were still missing. Glanville suggested that
the group deflate their raft and seek help
fromanearby farmhouse. Hethen continued
downstream but found no one. That evening
John Tenz, 57, and Daniel Zalasko, 48 were
still missing. Authorities began a massive
search for the pair on air and land. Glanville
made a dawn run the next day but found
nothing. The bodies were recovered, days
later and many miles downstream.

Asixteen-year old boy died on a church
sponsored camping trip when hefell out of a
raft on May 6™ Details of Brandon Cooley's
death are sketchy. The accident occurred
near Hardin Flat, on Rt. 120 near the border
of Yosemite National Park. The river was
probably a nearby tributary of the South
Fork of theToulumne.AccordingtotheSan
Francisco Bee, the coroner reported that the
raft wasvery lightweight, and unsuitable for
river runningwhitewater. If anyone hasmore
information on this, they should contact the
AW Safety Committee.

Samuel Johnson, 74, a passenger on a
commercial raft trip, died in Utah's Cataract
Canyon on May 2™ Aida Parkinson for-
warded the National Park Service Morning
Report, which described the incident asfol-
lows: The river was flowing at 27,000 cfs, a
high level. The 18' raft Johnson was riding
flippedin Big Drop#2, puttingfour peoplein
the water. Johnson washed downstream
through the huge hydraulic in Satan's Gut
(Big Drop #3) before he was picked up by a
motorized raft. A physician on the trip at-
tempted to revivehim, but was unsuccessful.
A 54-year-old woman on the trip nearly
drowned and had to be evacuated by helicop-
ter.

Another commercial rafting guest died
on May 28 JamesRalf, 47, fell out of hisraft
in HellsCorner Gorgeonthe Upper Klamath
River ontheOregon/ Californialine. Wehave
nodetailsother than that hewasfound wear-
ing his life vest and helmet. AW Director
Kevin Lewis, wholivesin Californiaand used
to be a guide on this section, reported the
accident. Heratestherun asasolid ClassIV.
"At one turbine a swimmer would take a
severe beating due to the 120 foot-per-mile
gradient, at twoturbinesthingsgetbiganda
flush drowning becomesmorelikely. would
never want to swim that rapid!"

Vince Thompson, Webmaster of Vince's
Whitewater Page, reported that Eileen
DiAngelo, 44, drowned on the Salmon River
near Riggins, |daho on Friday, June 2* The
river, rated ClassIII-1V,wasrunningat 27,300
cfs, which is quite high. Ms DiAngelo, who
was paddling a single duck with a commer-
cia party, wore a PFD, helmet, and wetsuit.
Running lastat Chittam Rapids near Vinegar
Creek, she became caught in"turbulent wa
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ter," flipped, and wasthen pulled beneath the
surface. She reappeared in an eddy some
distance downstream, floating facedown in
her PFD. Guidesworked alongthesteep shore-
line cliffs, pulled her from the eddy, and
attempted CPR. Shewasthen transportedvia
raft to a nearby boat ramp, where her family
waited.

Ms DiAngelo had swum a number of
times previoudy during the trip. Most com-
mercial outfittersare prepared to placeducky
passengers who are having difficultiesinside
araft, but it is unclear if this step was indi-
cated here. Certainly aguestwhoisnolonger
having a good run should ask for thistreat-
ment.

A man died on the Lower Youghiogheny
on June Z6™ Willie Pate, 46, was paddling a
rented double duck with awoman who had
been down the river before. The water level
wasamoderate1'8". The pairwasalonewhen
they reached Dimple Rapid. Here they were
swept against Dimple Rock and capsized. No
onewitnessed the accident, but those famil-
iarwiththesitespeculatethat hegot hungup
underwater ontheslightly undercut upstream
face of therock. His partner flushed through
the rapid. When Pate did not appear at the
bottom, she asked some kayakers who were
hanging out downstream at Swimmer's Hole
to help search for him. As they moved up-
stream, they saw Pate float by unconscious.
He was picked up by local guides, who per-
formed CPR and radioed for help. They were
unable to revive him. This is the second
fatality at Dimple Rock in two years. This
spot deserves serious respect from river run-
ners

Miscelaneous

On April 237 a man was killed when his
powerboat stalled out in thefast moving Des
Plaines River and went over Hoffman Dam.
The man was killed; hiswife clung to a tree
branch and was rescued. John Nelson, who
sent inthereport, saysyou can seeawarning
sign perched on the lip o the dam in news
reports. Hethinksit ought to say, "If you can
read this, you're too dam close!"

Also on April 23+, a 16-year old girl was
rescued after being pinned underneath her
canoe. Carly Boohm wastrapped under water
when her canoe pinnedaroundabridge pillar
during the Ridge to River Relay on the
WenacheeRiver inWashington. Rescuework-
erswereon thescenein minutes, awinchwas
lowered from afire truck and sheriffsdepu-
tiesin a boat below attached it to the canoe.
When the winch could not pull the canoe
free, deputies rammed the canoe until it
brokefree. Asecond boat pulled her from the
river and rushed Carly to an ambulance. Doc-
torswere able to restart her heart at a local
hospital. They saidthat theicy water lowered
her body temperature to 77 degrees F, and
that this probably saved her life.

Rescuesquads pulled kayakers from the
riverinseveral areas. Slim Ray sentan e-mail
describing a rescue on the Ddlaware River
near Lambertville, NJ. On January 3% a
Lambertville police officer heard cries for
help from a solo paddler who was floating
through Class11+ Lambertville Rapids. This
isawide, icy river and self-rescue would be
tough. The Lambertville-New Hope Rescue
Squad launched their Y ankeeAirboat from a
downstream eddy, pulled the man from the
river, and took himtoalocal hospital where
he was treated for hypothermia. The pres-
ence o a second paddlier would have prob-
ably made this rescue unnecessary.

On February 20t a state police helicop-
ter pickedupal onekayakerwhowasstranded
after flipping on a mid-stream pourover on
the Potomac River at White Horse Ledges
near Harpers Ferry, WV. The river was high
following recent rains, and observers said
that he did not seem to have the skills to
paddie this big, wide river safely. The man
was helped to an island by other kayakers,
but he became hypothermic, prompting a
decision to cal for help. A Maryland State
Police helicopter arrived and transported
him to a hospital in Frederic, MD where he
was admitted and treated for hypothermia.

Rich Kulawaliec reported that on March
227 firefighters found two men clinging to
branches after floodwaters on Eastern
Pennsylvania's Brandywine Cresk wrapped
their red ABS canoe around alarge tree. No
PFDs were worn by this pair, who claimed
that they were trying to rescuetheir cat! The
Concordville, PA Fire Department and Fame
Fire Company from West Goshen, PA
launchedahard-shell powerboat. They picked
up the first man fairly easily, but the
powerboat hit debris while trying to get to
the second man and stalled out. The engine
restarted after a few tense moments.
Kulawaliec and his wife paddie a red slalom
canoe, and neighbors were asking for weeks
whether they were the ones that got pulled
from the river!

Someone posted an "April Fool's Day"
report about adrowning that resulted when
Araband | sraeli soldier supposedly drew guns
oneachother duringa" PeaceTrip"onlsrael's
Jordan River and started shooting. In my
opinion, thissort o thing is not funny, and
it undermines the credibility of the sites
wherethi sfal sehoodwasdisseminated. There
were several other, non-safety related, hoax
postings on sitesthat caused othersconcern
thisyear.

On May 11* three local boys got more
than they bargained for when their raft got
snagged under the Route 69 Bridge over
Fish Creek, a popular Class III+ run in
Taburg, NY. One boy remained in the raft
while his buddies swam to shoreand called
for help. Firefighterslowered a harness over
therailing of thebridgeto the boy, and afew
minutes later raised him to safety.

OnJune 6™ theLambertville-New Hope
RescueSquad's Y ankeeAirboat swamped and
sank there during atraining exercise at me-
dium-high water. This type o craft, which
some experts say is somewhat top-heavy, is
often seeninthe Everglades. The oneused by
the rescue squad has a reinforced bottom
that allows it to skim over rocks, and it has
made many rescues on the Lower Delaware
over the years. Crewmembers, who were
wearing life vests, escaped without injury.
High water made locating the boat difficult,
but it was finaly found on June Z37. It is
apparently in pretty bad shape, and thegroup
is preparing for salvage operations.

I'd liketothank everyonewho sent the e-
mails, newsclippings, and I nternet postings
that formed the basis o this report. This
summary would not be possiblewithout your
help. Please continue to send us this mate-
rial. Don't worry, wedon't mind getting du-
plicate submissions! Besuretolet usknow if
your name or any other information in a
report should be kept confidential. Please
send it to Charlie Walbridge, AW Safety Edi-
tor, Rt. 1, Box A43B, Bruceton Mills, WV
26525; Phone 304-379-9002; E-mail:
ccwal bridge@cs.com.

SAFTEY ADVISORY
COMMITTEE FORMING

Lee Belknap and Charlie
Walbridge are creating a group of
knowledgeable people to serveas a
resource forAmerican Whitewater's
staff, board, and volunteers. They
will periodically be asked for advice
about the future direction of AW's
river safety program. We are inter-
ested in active paddlers with a spe-
cial interestin river safety and res-
cue, especially play boaters and
creek boaters. We are also looking
for paddlers who are actively work-
ing in rescue squads, parks, and
governmentagencies. E-mailaccess
isamust! Slim Ray and Clay Wright
have alreadyagreedto participate. If
you would like to help, or can rec-
ommend someone, send informa-
tion to rivergypsy@sprintmail.com

(Lee Belknap) or
ccwalbrdge@cs.com (Charlie
Walbridge).
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Kayaking Is Safer

han Yau Might

Laura Wittmann, Access Assistant

Editor's Note: Laura Wittmann has been
working as an assistant to the Access Direc-
tor for the past couple of years. In Decem-
ber, Laura finishes her Master's Degree in
ESL teaching and leaves for Maine where her
husband has taken a job teaching physics at
the university. We wish her the best and will
particularly miss her vibrant enthusiasm.
Look out for the Wittmanns on Maine's lakes
and rivers in 2001!

Although whitewater boating fatalities
have been getting increased attention in the
last couple of years, the fatality rate for
whitewater kayaking (2.9in1998 per 100,000
participants) is not nearly as high as the
number of recent deathswould lead you to
believe. In fact, in comparison with other
sports, it issafer than scuba diving (3.5) and
climbing on rock, snow, or ice (3.2). In fact,
driving acar issubstantially moredangerous
than whitewater boating, as the fatality rate
for driving a passenger vehicleis15.2. Above
al, don't beataxi driver (324.0) who moon-
lights as an Alaskan commercial fisherman
(140.0)!

The fatality rate for whitewater boating
can be examined using severa methods and
different numbers. Based on our research
and the research done by Jennifer Plyler, the
Safety Assistant to Charlie Walbridge, we
calculated fatality rates for both user days
and for number of participants. The Ameri-
can Whitewater standard estimated number
of K1 whitewater participants in the United
States is 700,000. In 1998 there were 20
whitewater kayak deathsin theUnited States,
from which we calculated a 2.9 fatality rate
for whitewater kayakers. Also, using astudy
described below of thirty managed riversin
the United States, wecalculated afatality rate

of 0.87 per 100,000 user daysover afive-year

period (1994-1998) for al whitewater boat-
ers, including private and commercial boat-
ers aswell as kayakers, canoers, and rafters.
Using the same study, thefatality rate for all
whitewater boaters in the United States in
1998 was 1.1. per 100,000 user days. Finally,
thefatality ratefor all human-powered boat-
ers (flatwater, whitewater, and ocean) for
1995 (the latest available data) was 0.4 per
100,000 participants™.

(per 100,000 Participants)

Chart 1: Kayaking, Canoeing, Rafting Fatality Rates

K1 whitewater participants (1998)

2.9
Human—ﬁowered boaters ‘flalwater oceaniwhitewatera 519952 0.4

(per 100,000 User Days)

Chart 2: Kayaking, Canoeing, Rafting Fatality Rates

All whitewater craft;1998 (based on managed-river study; 1998)

11

All whitewater craft from 1994-1998 (based on managed-river study)

0.86

User-day Study: In March 2000, Ameri-
can Whitewater completed a study on
whitewater safety and usage. Our study was
designed to determineanational whitewater
fatality rate, based on measured levelsof use
on managed rivers. Wefound that therewas
an average o 0.86 fatalities per 100,000

whitewater boaters (both private and com-
mercial) over afive-year (1994-1998) period.
In1998, thewhitewater fatality ratefor these
same rivers was 1.15. This number repre-
sentsamaximumfatality rateasthetotal use
private numbers are almost certainly
underreported.

Rivers Studied

American, South Fork Ilinois Salmon, Middle
Arkansas Kennebec Selway

Chattooga Nantahala Skagit

Colorado (Cataract) Ocoee Snake (Alpine Canyon)
Colorado (Grand Canyon) Owyhee Shake (HellsCanyon)
Colorado (Westwater) Rio Chama Tuolumne
Deschutes Rio Grande (Big Bend) Yampa (Dinosaur)
Dolores Rio Grande (TaosBox) Yough, Lower

Green (Desolation and Gray) Rogue

Green (Dinosaur) Salmon, Main
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Method: We contacted officids for 35 man-
aged riversand asked for usage figuresfor pri-
vate and commercia boaters, and whitewater
boatingfatality datafor thelast fiveyears. O the
35 agencies contacted, 30 supplied data fitting
our study requirements. For instance, the Nev
and Gauley did not record or provide private
boater numbers for the last five years, so their
datawasnot includedin the overall fatdity rate.
In general, usage numbers represented num-
bers d boaters counted each day, whether an
individual boater ran a particular river once or
severa timesayear. Sincethe commercial raft-
ing companieswere required to turn in usage
numbers each season, their totals are signifi-
cantly more accurate than private use counts.
Each agency had its own method d counting
private boaters, whichvaried substantially from
agency to agency. Among the possiblevariables g
were the length d the counting season, how
rented boatswere counted, and whether private
boaters were even counted at all.

Results: The total number d commercia
boatersin afive-year period was 5,732,683; the
total number o private boaters was 1,687,880,
for atota d 7,420,563 whitewater boatersin a
five-year period. During this period there were
64whitewater boatingdeaths, including26 com-
mercial boater deaths and 38 private boater
deaths. Eleven non-boater deaths (falling doff
cliffs, jumping df bridges) were aso reported
and subsequently omitted from the total. We
calculated 0.86whitewater fatalitiesper 100,000
boaters, or 2.25 private boater deathsper 100,000
and 0.45 commercial boater deaths per 100,000.
Theriverwith thegreatest number d deathswas
the Arkansasin Colorado, with 17 deathsin five
years.

Comments. American Whitewater believes
that this overal whitewater fatality rate based
on user days would certainly have been even
lower if moreaccurate number o private boat-
ers had been available. Although our calcula-
tions are correct from the datawe had, we fed
that the number o private boaters is grosdy
underrepresented. If there is an optiona re-
quirement for you to sign in at your favorite
managed river, please do o, if only to help our
data-gathering to go moresmoothly. Wedid not
ask for the detailsd each fatdity, so we do not
know the causes or whether they could have
been prevented. However,we certainly encour-
age you to always wear your PFD and to boat
safely. Al if you areinvolved in, or witness, a
whitewater accident pleaselet CharlieWabridge
know the detailsd the event. Oneinteresting
aspect o this study was that American
Whitewater'sdata did not directly match with
the datafrom the Coast Guard. Although Jenni-
fer Plyler, the Safety Assistant, hasbeenworking
on matching both data sets, any help is greatly
appreciated. Charlie can be contacted at (304)
379-9002 or cewalbridge@cs.com. You may also
contact Jason Robertson at ) 589-9453 or

Chart 3: 1998 Fatality Rate®
in the United States

ACTIVITY"

FATALITY RATEP 1998

® Unless otherwise noted,
statistics are from National
Safety Council (1999). Injury
Facts.
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By Tanya Shuman
Photos by Eric SOUthWiCK m—

1 éhn remember nat-bh ago | was temrified of

4. Gkay, let's be realistic. .. any hble, My
i s adways, “How sticky is the haled™
hisping that the
person wotlld re-
|'l|:.r, “Oh, it Bo
stickyat all.” Ms
wvsusl ride -
wisled af getting
i and sul of =
hole as soon s
poasible, | se4
waorld records
getting im amd
r " el of holes, The
r . — i thimghtof trying
atrick was out d the question. | wasin survival
mode, worried about staying alive.

| have to admit big holes still scare me, but |
have learned to relax and enjoy them. What helped
medeal with thefear while playingin holeshig or
small is something that | would liketo share with

Thefirst biggest factor wasgaining confidence
in my roll, which was dways a worry for me.
Entering the hole | would think, "Please don't
swim, pleasedon't swim infront of all these people.
| don't want to beacompleteloser," Thisledtomy
routine of getting in and out of holesat lightning

speeds. But after awhilethisgot old and wasn't
any fun. Everyone was having a grand time
surfing, cartwheeling, spinning, etc.. while | was
just franticafly ferrying in and out of the hole.

So | decided to get confidence in my roll. |
spent countless hours in the pooal rolling right,
left, with paddle, without paddle, ThenItried iton
theriver in deep rapidswhere there weren't any
rocksto hit. Iwould haveafriendwatch and safety
rescue.

Then came the hig step, going into holesand
purposely rolling. Going right into the meat and
flippingintentionally and rolling. That wasscary
at first and, yes, | did swim aton. But with each
swim| redlizedit wasn't that bad. The pointisthat
it isalright to swim. Itis part o the learning
process. Of course, you should not be trying to
roll in places like Rock Island. Choose rapids
where there isapool at the bottom and no down
river hazards.

The next step was going into the hole and
| earning how to moveforwardand backwardwith
correct body position and technique. Learning
how to movein a hole helped build my confidence.
| can remember someholesthat | thought | would
never escape. Panicwould take over and | would
end up swimming. But | tried and tried again.
There were times when kayaking wasn't fun be-
cause | would be so terrified of getting stuck ina
hole. So | started with little holesand moved up
to the bigger holes. After perfecting my strokes
andlearning correct boat balanceit becameeasier.
| was able to move around and fedl relaxed in a
hole. | was no longer thinking about how to get
out, but what new trick | can learn.

So my adviceto overcomeyour fearsdf holes,
little or big, isto have a confident roll and learn
how to moveabout freelyinahole. Withthesetwo
building blocks, |
wasabletostartto
learn basic tricks
like surfing: and
spinning.

Later| applied
it to advanced
moves like
cartwheeling and
blunting. | can't
tell how much
kayaking  has
changed my life
for the better.
There have defi-
nitely been frus-
trating times, but

therewardsfar out
weigh the
struggles. Re

member in any
sport, you are go-
ingto havegood daysand bad days, but it isaways
about thefun
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By Bob Woodward

Someday, somebody will attempt
to pinpoint the semina moment at
which attitude became part of the Personality
Profile of Paddlers. To aid in future research
efforts, | offer "The Klamath Incident."

It's 1978, now known as 18 BC (Before
Corran),thelongboat era. 13foot Hollowform
River Chasers are the boats of choice. River
running isthe only river game being played.
And the longer the river trip, the better.

Three o us plan a mid-September four
day trip down the Wild and Scenic section of
Oregon's Rogue River. Asearch for asupport
raft proves fruitless until a friend says, "Call
Heliotrope in Ashland. She loves to do sup-
port trips on the Rogue."

Heliotrope, no last name given or ex-
pected, accepts the support task eagerly.
"Groovy," she yells into the phone and pro-
ceeds to reel off a huge list of must-have
natural foods and cooking essentials. “"Man,"
she concludes, "thisis going to be very mel-
low. I'm getting good vibes." Far Out!

Heliotrope'sshopping list filled, we head
to Ashland, arriving at her house just after
sunset. Avery agitated, not-so-mellow woman
answersour knock. "l hadaTarot readingthis
afternoon,” she blurts out, "and, man, the
signsareall wrongfor thisriverthing." Helio-
tropewiltsand we repair to the nearest bar to
figure out what to do.

Aself-supportedtripisnixed out of hand—
toomuch pinenuts, brown riceand turnipsto
jaminto our kayaks. Sitting around the put-
in trying to hook up with another group
heading down river isaso rejected. It might
be along wait this time of year.

Our only option is to drive the short
distance to the Klamath River and make a
series of day trips. Wishing Heliotrope alife-
time of bad karma, we retreat from Ashland.
TheKlamathisRogue-likein character, often
wilder but not as scenic. To our surprise, the
river is running unseasonably high. So we
begin a series of Class III/IV daily doubles—
onerun in the morning, followed by a differ-
ent run in the afternoon.

Allisgood. Sogood infact that the Rogue
issoon forgotten and Heliotropeisthe butt of
all jokes. Onour last day, we planto make one
run, perhapsour hardest. It startswith along
Class IV rapid, diminishes to Class 11T+ for
several miles, and ends with a nice Class IV
ledge drop just above the take-out. We camp
by thefirst rapid, scouting it at adawn before
heading out in search of a big breakfast. Not
more than two miles down the road, a ram-
bling roadhouse restaurant comesinto view,
itssignboard announcing, "LoggersSpecials-
Eat Before You Cut".

But what's
this? Hidden by
the signboard
but now visible
aswe pull inisa
compact car with two kayaks strapped on a
wood rack held to the car's roof by Quick ‘N
Easy mounts. So, what's so extraordinary
about a car with kayaksin a parking lot at a
riverside restaurant? Thisis 1978. Just see-
ing other peoplewith kayakson their carsis
causefor celebration. Kayaker sightingsare
like discovering that intelligent life exists
elsewhere in the universe.

Such sightings while passing on high-
waysare cause for frantic waving, flashing of
"peace" signs and a sudden aura of well
being. It's not unusual for both vehicles to
screech to a halt, breaking countless traffic
safety laws and caravan off on a mutual
adventure.

A note about the car's rack. Thisisthe
pre-Y akima, make-you-own-rack era. Soon
Don Banducci and Steve Cole will buy the
Yakima music stand/kayak footbrace com-
pany and turn it into the rooftop rack com-
pany. But for now, four Quick’N Easy mounts
with 2 x 4s means a paddler-owned vehicle.

With high hopes o making new pad-
dling friendsand gettingashuttle together,
we enter the restaurant. It's packed with
burly loggers feasting on mounds of what
appear to befood. A quick look at the menu
puts names to the mounds: Special number
1- thelarge hippy hating, treecutting, semi-
driving, get-the-govment-out-of-our-lives
special of slab o'steak, five eggs, four pan-
cakes, hashbrowns, white toast and gravy-
$4.95; #2-thesmall hippy hatmg special (no
hashbrowns or toast)- $3.95

Pondering our choices, we discuss how
to approach the kayaking couple. She has
that unmistakably well tanned southern Cali-
fornialook; he hasthat certain "guesswhat
movies | was an extrain "je ne sais quoi.”
After ordering the wimpy number 7 "Mini
Logger," in and o itself a mound of food
worthy of Henry VIII replete with chicken
fried steak, | draw theshort straw and amble
over to make contact with our fellow pad-
dlers.

Approaching thetable, I'm immediately
impressed. He'sshoveling massesdf the$4.95
special intohismouth asfastashecan. She's

doing serious damage to the $3.95
special with each bite.

"Hi," | stammer, "
ticed the kayakson your car and won-

We no-

dered if youd like to join us on the
run.

"What water isit?" hein-
terjects without looking up from his

plate. She pretends | don't exist.
"ClassIII +withtwogood
ClassIVs,” | answer.

"Are you kidding?" he says, downing a
slice dof steak as big as a deflated football.
" Soundskindaboring. We'relookingfor Class
V, V+ runs. You know o any around here?"

"No. Weve only been paddling for a few
yearsand ClassVisabit out of our reach. You
guys must have been paddling a long time?"

"Nah," he says corralling his remaining
hashbrowns and lathering them with catsup
before spooning them into his mouth. "We
just started paddling six weeks ago."

Postscript

We make the run (pure fun) and draw
strawsto see who hitchesaridetogetthecar.
Once again | draw the short straw. Fifteen
trucksinto my thumbing a beat up '52 Ford
pickup grinds to a halt. The driver, pure
Tammy Wynette from her beehive hairdo to
her ginghamshirtand blue jeans, asks, "How
far you going?

" About two milesbeyond that restaurant
whereall the loggers stop to eat."

"Hop in."

| do, pushing a stack of 8-track tapes
aside to make space on the seat.

"Put on some Elvis," she requests.

| rummage around in the stack o 8-
tracks. The King provides the background
for casual conversation. Sheadmitsthat times
are tough up hereand she and the boyfriend
are heading down to Redding to get better
work. Shealso saysshe, "Ain't never seen no
kayakers" before, let alone hitchhiking
kayakers on the road. We come up on the
rapids that mark the start of the run.

"That's Savage Rapids," she pointsout, "l
hope you boysdidn't run them Rapids?"

"No maam," | lie, "we just parked there
and looked at them."

"Good, because eleven people died in
them rapidslast year andthey ain't found but
about six of the bodies."

Dead people, Class V in six weeks, big
hippy hating specialson the menu, awoman
named Heliotrope, Tammy’s separated-at-
birthtwin, theKingon8-trackand a52' Ford
pickup-now that's a river trip.
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First o al, the sport of kayaking isn't
getting any less popular. Weare not “losing
paddlers." Infact, everyday whitewater rec-
reation isexpanding toanew level. With new
and cool boat designs, hip gear, radical
paddles, big rodeo money, incrediblevideos,
and new moves, overall thekayaking"image"
is improving. What was once considered a
small strange sport suddenly looksway cool.
It is beginning to attract more and more
people. Most notably, within my generation.
So, sorry everybody, but most magazineswill
not be running generic "kayakingads." Yes,
things dochange. Thisistheevolution df all
sports. And asoffensiveasit may beto some
of you, Riot ads will aways have women in
Bikinis. And | must say,ahot girl inaBikini
sells. It awayshasand it awayswill. Accept
it.

So is this redly the new image? In
several yearswill | see kidsat my high-school

By Rush Sturges

Attention:

Federal

Employees
AWA is CFC # 2302

wearing cargo pants with a label reading
"Immersion Research? And a T-shirt with
Tao dropping a 200 footer? Sure. Why not?
Isn't that al surfing is? Probably only two
percent o the people sporting Quicksilver,
Billabong, or Volcom are real surfers.

In a discussion the other day someone
said that the kayaking industry could never
becomelike the surfing industry. Their rea-
soning was that, as a sport, kayaking is not
easy enough to learn and too easy to walk
away from. Thismay hetrue.

However, in America, sports seem to be
about theimage, the pose, the fad. If that is
what wewant for kayaking | believe it could
bepossible. Despitewhat other peoplethink,
| feel itwould befairly simplefor paddling to
be just as popular as boarding, skating, etc.
The truth is, however, that paddling is not
surfing. Many of the people in our sport are

Image

on the river for the fun o whitewater pad-
dling. Andthatisgreat. Therearealso people
ontheriver doingfakey free-wheel grabsover
immense drops. And that's rad, too.

Butwhich onedoyouthink sells? Truth-
fully, asafifteen-year old | am only guessing
at what could happen with the sport, simply
recognizing the potential. Maybe I'm only
sayingwhatyou guysalready know. | will say,
however, that not only is boating way fun,
finally we see things that look cool. When |
showed my buddiesavideowithaguy throw-
ing multiple ends in hole, they instantly
wanted to learn. "That looksway cool," they
said. So | got them paddling. In time they
will teach other buddiesto paddle, and so on.
Right there isthe market for all sports.

Editor's note: Rush Sturge’s family oper-
ates the Otter Bar Kayaking School in Califor-
nia.

n_€

Participants Eligible for Prize

Asurvey isunder way to gather dataon typesand numbers

d injuries experienced by whitewater paddlers. Mike Stano,
MSPT and Rick Schoen, MD based out of Seattle, WA developed
the survey to look at chronic and acute injuries. The purpose
o thesurvey istocompare injury ratesand severity by age, sex,
boat type, experience and types of rivers paddied.

Thesurvey may befilled out on lineat www.geaocities.com/
injury-survey. Detailed information is located at the site.
Those who complete the survey will have their names entered
intoadrawing for achancetowin agift certificate. Thesurvey
will run until the end of September. Anyone who paddles a
whitewater kayak, C-1, C-2 or open canoeiseligibletocomplete
the survey. You do not have to be injured. For further
information pleasevisit the web site or contact Mike Stano, at
425-369-0664 or e-mail mjstano@worldnet.att.net.

Contributions to AWA through the
Combined Federal Campaign
are dedicated totally to AWA's aggres-
sive whitewater conservation activi-
ties. (Pleasedo not use the CFC to re-
new your AWA membership.)

Thanks fax your support.
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Announcing
WWW.American Whitewater.org
The All New AW Website

by Barry Grimes
AW Cyberspace Committee Chairman

Paddlamg & whalewaler river can somelimes mean processing & lot
.:'|'l". IralIan Lo Maxe iz Tthe Tun ‘I-nll.'.\ e D knaow Ehee slream
w somieong who does. Read guidehook III-"-\.I-l': oris, AWJlourmal
ariiches, message board posts. Mavhe watch videos, scan plontos; amd
inlerrodale velerans oFf (MEnes brains o identity the rivers and
swehibchs mighd be safely paddled, You need b0 find owt of the srearms are
iR, Uher atest levets urd wehial the wiater volumse may mean o
diificulty. Perhaps find a map tounderstand the logistics of & shall e
inid become aware of any local access or legal situalions Uhal Xt

Maybe take note of me wearher prediction and possibly assess a

paddling companion's skills and availabilitys Theswwhoater must

gather, communicate and coordinate a vast amount of Ififo Before
ever slidingintothehydraulics— typically doingitatthelast minute,
over the demands o family, friends, pets, homes and jobs. Figuring
ital out cantakealot of time, talk, web searching, phone callsand
gauge computations just to make it to the put-in.

Now,withhelpfromtheStreamK eepers (seearticle by StreaMaster
Matt Muir in this issue d AWJournal) and paddiers everywhere
sharing what they know, Phase | of the al new, massive, American
Whitewater river database and web site, designed by ClassV paddler
and database programmer Scott Collins,and ateam of dedicated AW
staff and volunteers, is currently open to the public at www.
AmericanWhitewater.org.

AW's powerful new home on the internet provides anyone into
whitewater sport with asingle, comprehensiveriver info sourceand
communication tool that may be customized to deliver the specific
river information they seek. American Whitewater hasformed part-
nerships with members, volunteers, software programmers, spon-
sors, aswell asthe Unites States Geological Survey (USGS),Environ-
mental Protection Agency and National Park Service's National
River Inventory to make this a unique and unequaled online re-
source.

Here are afew of theexcitingand uniqueAmericanWhitewater.org
features available right now:

AWRiver database - The most comprehensive collection o
whitewater river information on the planet. Thanksto the hundreds
o "riverinformationvolunteers”or StreamK eepers(SKs) acrossthe
country, every wwriver in the US, and eventualy the western
hemispherewill havewatching over itcommitted individuals, knowl-
edgeable about their chosen streamsworking to keep the informa-
tion available in the database verified and updated. Online input
forms will also alow wwriver information submitted from the
paddling public to be reviewed and included into the database.
Advanced search and e-mail/web reporting capabilities will truly
makethisthe ultimate river information tool for wwpaddlers every-
where.

RiverBot - A program designed and donated by AW member and
wwpaddling programmer Christian Skalka. Thisinnovative web bot
will automatically seek out user-selected, online wwriver gauges
from the USGS and other sources (including visualy reported
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readings I'TOM Shsj anareport TNEM daily via e-mail rmessage or (o an
AmericanWhitewater.org web visitor's customized "My InfoStream™
web page. In the coming months, Riverbot will also gain the ability
to deliver gauge and river reports viawireless transmission to cell
phones, pagers, and other personal communication devices.

My InfoStream =All visitorsto AmericanWhitewater.org will be
abletofreely browseand use the mew AW web siteandfor thosewho
register there will aso be the opportunity to create a customizable
"wwhome page" that will deliver their own specific Riverbot gauge
reports, al newly posted information received intotheweb siteabout
their designated "home streams,” customized www bookmarks,
weather links, search engine choicesaswell asautomatically receive
up-to-dateand immediate,important AW access, conservation, safety,
and event information. The My InfoStream pages are designed to be
the wwpaddler's one stop info gathering source for a variety o
whitewater sport and web resources.

InFlow Message Board - Unlike most other wwmessage boards
currently in existence, selected Inflow postings are integrated di-
rectly into the main AWRiver database. River trip reports, gear
reviews, safety and technique advice and other useful, shared infor-
mation from the paddling public will be identified by volunteer
Inflow moderators for database inclusion allowing for cataloging,
archiving and expanded search capabilities.

@AmericanWhitewater.org E-mail Addresses - Free to al AW
members. Register and reserve your river address now!

Clickto Save Rivers! Whenyou visitthe AW websiteyouwill find
only afew ads, but just by clicking on those o interest you will
automatically generate money for American Whitewater - and your
local AW Affiliatedclub or organization. AV will be giving back 50%
o therevenue generated throughit'svisitorsclick actions directly to
AW Affiliates for application tograssrootsriver conservation projects.
The more members registering and designating a particular AW
Affiliate,the more money that Affiliatewill receive. Inaddition if you
consent toallow AW'scommercial sponsors to send sel ected outdoor
recreation related ads to you via your Riverbot e-mails or My
InfoStream web pages you will be helping to directly generate even
more money for American Whitewater to use to protect and free
wwriversfor paddling.

In addition to these features the new AmericanWhitewater.org
alsoprovidesastrong political tool for use by wwpaddlersworking to
conserve, freeand open upwwriverseverywhere. Y ou can investigate
state navigability laws, liahility and recreational usestatuesaswell as
report accessproblemsand check outand act upon pending stateand
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federd legislation affecting your wwstreams. Find out how to open
up and protect your local streams from closure or dewatering plus
how to volunteer your time or skills to help in the effort.

AW has always been about paddling wwriverssafely and the new
website continues this effort with a comprehensive database o
accident reports, and accident report formsand statistics. Download
and print out the AW Safety Codeto passout at paddling clinics plus
find safety related articles and safety contact information. By regis-
tering, you may also choose to receive safety bulletins via your
RiverBot e-mail messages and My InfoStream page.

Festivals and river events are now easily found in the AW Events
pages. It's simple to register your events online and check out the
handy calendar with links for the events near you. By visiting
AmericanWhitewater.org you can even download an comprehensive
handbook detailing exactly how to create alocal event or festival to
raise funds for your wwrivers.

AmericanWhitewater.org visitors can locate contactsand linksto
AW Affiliatesand personal web pages. AW members may electroni-
cally make donations, renew membership and pay dues plus make
address changes online. Visitors may order and purchase AW logo
merchandise and check out the comprehensive river recreation
businesslistingsin the Gear, Guides and Services directory.

AmericanWhitewater.org is the ultimate internet tool enabling
paddlersto quickly find out theinformation they need tofind, paddle
and safely enjoy whitewater rivers. The massive ongoing effort to
create a useful and optimum online wwriver info sourcewill only be
able to continue with the active participation of wwhoaters every-

where illing to volunteer and share what they know. More
infor . will ultimately equal more wwflow and the collective

powe: = nelpobtainit. So next timeyour paddling you're electronic

surfing machine click into the eddy at http://
www.americanwhitewater.org and besureto pick it upandgiveit up
for whitewater.

Pty gy ey

Scott Collins
Joins AW as Web

The boat that rows, paddles, surfs, and hauls your gear...
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& A, Jock's Plastic Welding, Inc. -
' B00.742.1904 -
WWW.jpwinc.com

High Quality inflatables, Drybags, & Paco Pads

Design Consultant

Meet Scott Collins, AW's lead programmer and staff
web design consultant leading the new
AmericanWhitewater.org websiteconstruction effort. Scott
is 21 years old and was born in Takoma Park, MD and is
currently living in Portland, Oregon.

Hisfirsttimeinakayak wasasa prenatal on Section Tl
of the Chatooga. He soloed in a kayak at Age 11 on the
Potomac River. Scott claimsto have become addicted to
wwkayaking while paddling the Tellico River in Tennessee
@ 4,000cfs during the summer of '97. The owner of three
kayaks, a Gradient, Forplay, and Stubby Scott lists the
steepest drop he has paddled to date as Spirit Falls, onthe
Little White Salmon, WA.

Scott has paddled in Nepal, France, Honduras, and
Mexico and lists hisfavoritewhitewater runsas the Jatate
in Mexico, Little White Salmon in Washington, Oh-Be-
Joyful in Colorado, and the Green in North Carolina.

Scott's mother introduced him to kayaking outside of
thewomb at age 11, when he spent summerskayaking on
the Potomac. Thingsgot alittle more serious when he got
hisdriver'slicenseand a map of West Virginia. When he
beganworking summersat theNantahala Outdoor Center,
itwasall over. Hehad fallen in lovewith thewwsport and
spentall hisfreetimeontheriver. Scott soon attained ACA
Instructor Certification and taught whitewater kayaking
for the NOC, Atthesametimehewastrying tofinishschool
asquickly as possible, because it was interfering with his
boating. The result was a Computer Science degree from
the University of Maryland in just 3 years.

After graduation Scott took a year to travel, leading
trips for KayakMexico plus paddling in Colorado, Wash-
ington, Oregon, California, and theGrand Canyon. During
this time he also put together a paddling website,
paddlesource.com, with gauge readingsand river descrip-
tions. American Whitewater eventually contacted him to
find a web designer who knew programing as well as
paddling, It seems AW found the right person—a ClassV
programer and paddler!
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GRAND CANYON )

THE EARTH'S GREATEST RIVERS WITH SWA'S WORLD LLASS GUIDES

Cnrnt to Ecuador snd kayak ls the heart of some of the worlds most
spectacular terrain while enpoying the luxury of our exclusive néw river-
side lodge. Our playgrounds are the clear waters of steep upper-Andean
streams and the thundering raplds of big volume Amazon tributaries. SWAS
trips offer kayakers of all levels the unique opportenity (o experiencs
fantasiic whitewater in one of the mast interesting regions on earth

ECUADOR <l
* November - February =« Class 1+ v+
* Beginner - Expert MIDDLE FORK OF
= New riverside lodge THE SALMON
= Playboats and Traditional « Kayak or raft
* & day trip
\__""u- » june and July
HH\ \,:1:} : GRAHD CANYOHM
& L] “.."'It or "'ﬂ-
‘JEHTU. « Saptember or October
e

< 1-800-58KAYAK

1-800-585-2925 = PO Box 262 » Howard, CO 81233 = e-mail: kayakswa@bewellnet.com
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Catching the Last Eddy:
In Memary of Hun?Charach

By Andy Reese

On July 10,2000, Hunt Charach lost his
battlewith cancer. Hunt wasanavid kayaker,
and vice-president of the West Virginia
Wildwater Association. Hewas 44 yearsold.

Hunt was a fixture on West Virginia's
rivers, especially the big southernrivers, the
New and the Gauley. Rec Boats Paddle regu-
lars will recall his harrowing tale of swim-
ming Double-Z in the New Gorge at high
levelsand losing his boat. Doubtless he had
many other “whitewater tales dof terror" to
share. It's difficult to say how many people
Hunt introduced to the sublime pleasures o
whitewater paddling,although I'veread more
than one trip report in which fledgling pad-

One o his message board postings admon-
ished"newbie" paddlerstoforsakethewarm,
microbe-filled watersd theupper New River,
and instead to join him on the cool, clean
middle Gauley.

| had a chance to paddlewith Hunt this
past April onaWVWA club trip on the lower
Cranberry River. Atthe put-in| noticed that
Hunt looked gaunt andfrail, and soon had to
takeout justamileor sointotherun. Later
as we ate lunch, my paddling buddies in-
formed me of Hunt's aggressive cancer.

The U.S Public Defender for the state's
southern federal court district, Hunt, was

who worked with Charach since 1989. "He
also brought a great deal of energy to the
office.”

Born in Cdlifornia, and raised in New
York, he transferred to Concord College in
West Virginia, because he liked the state so
much.

Charach attended law school at the Uni-
versity o Tulsa, graduatingfirst in hisclass.
He began his lega career as a federal law
clerk, and joined the district's public
defender's office as an assistant in 1988.

Hewas 34 when tapped to head the office
in 1989, becoming one of the youngest pub-
lic defenders in the nation. He was reap-
pointed in 1994 and 1998.

Charach led asmall but dedicated band
o lawyers assigned to represent people
charged with federal crimes who were too
poor to hire their own lawyers.

Charach played guitar for the Trusty
House Band, which performs Appalachian

dlers drew inspiration and confidence from
him.

Hunt had aspecial placein his heart for
the "middle" section of the Gauley River.

diagnosed with cancer last year.

"He demanded excellence from himself
and everyone who worked with him," said
First Assistant U.S. Public Defender Ed Weis,

and Celtic music at local FOOTMAD dances
and similar events.

Heissurvived by hiswife, Teresaand his
mother, Clarice Mirazo.

Paddlemania
Worldwide
Revienad

Mored an extremesport brochurethan a paddling video,
Paddlemania Worldwide highlights extreme sports includ-
ing, but not limited to whitewater paddling.

Paul Tefftisan excellent producer. Hisvideos have polish
that many other kayaking filmslack. Becaused hisexcellent
filmmaking skills, Paddlemania Worldwide seems more like
an extreme sports video-postcard thanthetypical steepdrop,
hair-fest.

Unfortunately, thisdistinction may belost on many new-
school boaters. Trained to watch hours upon hours of left-
side cartwheeling, younger boaters might not appreciatethe
appeal o traveling to exotic destinations and trying ‘alterna-
tive' sports. However, before the term "park-and-play” was
coined, boaters often described themselves as drivers who
just happened to boat a couple hours every weekend.

Thisvideoisfor those people. Most of the paddling ison
Class IV whitewater. Most of the paddlers are of moderate
skill level. But they show, through Paul's interpretive film-
making, that paddling is more than just playing on the river.
The video includes trips to Nepal, Mexico, Hawaii and other
exotic locations. Along the way, sports like snowboarding,
surfboarding, and skiing receiveequa billingal ongsidewhite-
water kayaking. And Frank Gambali, a non-kayaker, isfea
tured for his contribution to the sport of BASE jumping.

This adds a dimension not usually found in kayaking
videos. To add that dimension to your video library, cal
Enviro-Action Sportsat 970-923-3955or surf to www.enviro-
actionsports.com.

Jf IN T. VENJURE: :

iﬁ%om.smf
ORI
% -

support
American
Whitewater

YE

g takesyouEround world!!!
for more info
an this and other
videos surf into
Nf 'rf Iww.r_ﬂ.lb'ir'r..r—m.Er'-'..l.lru.h'..u'l'i.:.l.'rrl'i
. (WUSUSVER ¢ sflthe N.O.C. 4%

@Ol =367-3521
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Rebreather Survey

y name is Vincent Aszman, the fa

ther of afine 19-year-old young man |

who drowned while kayaking on |

Oregon’s Bull Run RiveronMarch 1,1999. He |

wastrapped underwater against a strainer |
when the river's force rolled him and col-

lapsed his kayak. Approximately 20 minutes |

later his partner, through great risk to him- |

sdf, cut freethetreethat held him. Itwastoo |
late. My son was found 40 days later miles

down river. |

David used the best equipment available, |

but like so many others, itdid not save hislife. |
This brings us the purpose d this survey. |

have been in contact with a designer of |

rebreathers and a company that manufac- |

tures military rebreathers. | asked themif it |
would be possible to incorporate a small

rebreather intoalifevest for emergency situ- |

ations. The response was positive, but they |

need a market suwey to justify research and |
development. Please take a few minutes and

complete the survey to help me help you. |

|

. . . i

This survey is a market input |

study to deter minetwo things.

1 Is there enough interest to invest the |

fundsfor research and development? |

2. Tosolicit consumer input on design and |

Ccost parameters. |

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

Theproduct isawhitewater life
vest with a built in breathing de-
vice called arebreather.

Arebreather isadevicethat allowsyou to
recycle the air in your lungs by passing it
throughafilter. Amouthpiece isused toexpel
theair inyour lungsthrough achemical filter
which removesthecarbon dioxide. Inthebag,
oxygen isadded, then theair you breathed out
isinhaled back in. Air contains 21% oxygen
and 79% nitrogen. Nitrogenisn't used by the
body, whereas oxygen is. Oxygen reactswith
the body combining with sugar (fuel)to burn
(metabolize)and creates carbon dioxide,which
eliminates a molecule o oxygen for every
molecule of carbon dioxide created. Remov-
ing carbon dioxide must be countered by add-
ing oxygen. A2”x6” bottle pressurized to 3000
psi would provide about 30 minutesof breath-
ablegas. Thisdependson the metabolic rate
of the person using it and can vary consider- i
ably, depending on his/her sizeand situation. -
A personinapanicwill useair faster than one i
who is breathing much slower.

The intent of a rebreather is to increase 1
one's chance o survival when trapped under- -}
water, to givethetrapped person that critical
5 to 15 minutes for a rescue to take place.

Send  survey  responses  to:

e | — — —

I
gustovh@pagcifier.com or Vincent Aszman, 434 |
N.E. Liberty, Gresham Or. 97030 I

Areyou &
[ ] Kayaker
[ ] Rafter

[[] Canoeist

[]other

Years of experience? m—

Number of daysayear wearing a life

vest: [romr e —————

[ ] Playing
[Jworking
Haveyou ever been in or assisted in a

water rescue?
[]Yes
Do you think a rebreather could be a

reasonable safety device?

[JYes

[]~o

It NOLO#5, WhY? e

]
What additional weight would you

deem reasonable to add to the vest?

——— 1/4 |D.

e 112 |b.

3/41b.
1lb.

. Whereon/inthelife vest you prefer the

additional bulk, if any, to be located?

[]Front
[]Back
[]other

9. How much extravest thickness/bulk
would you accept for such a device?
172
|
i
1-27
10. Wherewould you prefer the mouthpiece
be located for accessibility?
[] Shoulder
[]under the chin
[ ] Center chin

[]Other

11. How would youwant adevice like thisto

be activated?ie. by pulling aring likea
grenade.
12. Keepin mind that the longer the device
isintended to function, the bigger the
device must be. What would consider
optimal duration for the rebreather?
[]5 minutes
[]10 minutes
[]15minutes
[]20 minutes
[]other
13. What would a reasonable cost for this

rebreather be?
[]$200 [ ]$350
[ 1$250 (] $400
[]$300 [] Other

14. List any questions, concerns, or idess.

Send results to Vincent Aszman, 434 N.E. Liberty, Greshman, Oregon 97030

or to gustovh@pacificer.com
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passing

Asthe Journalgoesto press,
we learned that one of the
greatest friendsof whitewater
and rivershasdied of cancer
at hishomein California.
Marc Reisner's passng a the
age of only 51 gillsthe
nation's srongest voice for
river reoration and common
sensewater management. A
devoted husband and father of
two daughters, Marc leaves
sveral major writing projects
unfinished and a substantial
magar public speaking and
CoNSENSUS Pr ocess Car eer
behind.

Besides his family, Marc leaves be-
hind alegacy few can boast. His major
oeuvre, Cadillac Desert, told the tale of
determined engineers and politicians
who conspired to plug up the West's
major river arteries, leaving behind pau-
perized riverine ecosystems, vast irri-
gated farms, and profligatehumancolo-
nies totally dependent on gigantic wa
ter projects which transport lifeblood
hundreds of milesto deserts God never
intended be inhabited or farmed. This
book and his many speeches (including
one at an AW Board Meeting several
years ago) spawned a highly acclaimed
PBS TV special about these water
projects and their progeny and the re-
cent multi-page Time Magazinearticle.
Like Rachel Carson did for theenviron-
mental movement decades before,
Marc's work has spawned a revolution
in American thinking about the impor-
tance of freeflowing rivers. Theemerg-
ingdamremova movement andagrow-
ing army of determined dam busters
acrossthenationwill echohis work and
credo for decades to come.

AW will be joining other organiza-
tions and individuals in an effort to
leverage Marc's great work for river
restoration through the creation of a
national Reisner River Fund. Longtime
friend and AW Boardmember, PeteSkin-
ner, will be preparing a larger article
about Marc and this Fund in the next
issue of the Journal.
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