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perception”

ONE WITH WATER

[we started Perception" back in the'70s.]
SO YQU'LL UNBERSTAND | F THE EXACT DATE B A LITTLE FUZZY.

WE WERE DOING A LOT OF THINGS BACK IN THE '70s, BUT WHAT WE WERE DOING MOST WAS PADDLING. WHICH IS
HOW PERCEPTION GOT STARTED. WITH A BUNCH OF PADDLERS WHO WERE WAY INTO KAYAKING AND WANTED TO
PADDLE THE BEST BOATS IMAGINABLE. 23 YEARS LATER, WE'VE GROWN INTO THE WORLD'S LEADING MANUFACTURER
OF MODERN KAYAKS WE'VE PADDLED MORE WATER, CREATED MORE INNOVATIONS AND INTRODUCED MORE PEOPLE TO
THE SPORT OF KAYAKING THAN ANY OTHER BOAT MAKER. YOU MIGHT SAY WE'VE COME A LONG WAY SINCE THE '70s.

MAYBE. BUT THEN AGAIN, MAYBE NOT. FOR A COPY OF OUR NEW 1999 CATALOG, GIVE US A CALL AT 1-800-59-KAYAK

01999 Perception, Inc. www.kayaker.com
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heKids
are All Right

Oneeveningin June, | wascamped beside
Rapid Number 6 on Colorado's ArkansasRiver.
Attwilightaparty of thirtysomethings pulled
into theadjoining site. Beforelong westruck
up a conversation. They had driven down
from the suburbs of Denver to raft Brown's
Canyon. Actualy, they weren't just from"the
suburbs" of Denver; they were from
Littleton... Littleton of Columbine High
School fame. | couldn't resist asking what
they knew about the tragedy that occurred
there, not really expecting morethan morbid
gossip. As it turned out, they knew a great
deal.

They worked for the district attorney's
office, manning a juvenile offenders pro-
gram. They were, infact, the very officers of
the courtwho had dealt with Eric Harrisand
Dylan Klebold after they were arrested for
breaking intoa car, ayear before the massa-
cre at Columbine. After a six month proba-
tionary program, which the boys completed
successfully, they were released from super-
vision. The agents who handled their cases,
my new acquaintances, had written inafinal
report that they anticipated nofurther trouble
from the two.

Needless to say, since then those youth
workers have agonized over that report and
the way they handled the case. They have
asked, "How could we have seen the calamity
coming?"* and "What could we have done
differently?' For them, there will be no easy
answers. They copewith adaunting caseload
o middle and upper class kids who get into
minor skirmisheswith thelaw. Most of those
kids Straighten out; no doubt they become
timber or coal barons, riverside real estate
developersor lobbyistsfor "wiseuse” organi-
zations. Only afew go on to commit murder.
Itwould be easy to blamethe legal systemfor
what happened at Columbine, but that
wouldn't redly be very fair.

Who then should be blamed?The jocks at
the school who tormented the Trench Coat
Mafia?The teachers and school administra-
torswho failed to intercede?The creepsthat
fed them poison via the Internet? The jerks
that sold them guns? The kids parents? Or
the kids themselves? Maybe Harris and
Klebold were just born bad.

No doubt there is plenty of blame to go
around. But pointing fingers doesn't accom-
plishmuch. Who redlly knowswhy somekids
turn out good, while others turn out bad?

| don't profess to be an expert on raising
children. But my campfire discussion that
evening got me to thinking about the hun-
dreds o youngsters that | have met during
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my twenty-year kayaking career. Many of
them are adults now; afew even have kids of
their own. And | can4think of asingleoned
them who has become a menace to society,
much less a mass murderer. Most of them
turned out fine.

I'm not naive enough to suggest that
whenitcomestoraising children whitewater
isa panacea. But | do think that there are
plenty of reasonswhy whitewater recreation
can begood for kids. Not the least of theseis
thatwhitewater canfoster ahealthy relation-
ship between parentsand their offspring.

That's why | think that parentswho cur-
tail their boating so that they can "spend
time with their kids" are really missing the
boat. Especialy if " spending time with their
kids' means hauling the little munchkins
from one structured activity to another.
Surely being a good parent requires more
than being a reliable chauffeur to ballet les-
sons... little league.... midget
foothall...cheerleading... soccer...or, God
forbid, little miss beauty pageants! Espe-
cialy if theparentsjust sit onthesidelinesor
wait in the parking lots after they get there.
| sometimes wonder if these people redly
want to bewith their kids at all!

My parents never hauled me to such
things. Even though, when | wassix, | threw
a ninety-mile- an-hour fastball and could
kick a field goa nine out of ten times. In-
stead,we went swimming,water skiing, hunt-
ing, horseback riding, and camping. My mom
and dad involved mein the things they liked
to do. We did them together and everyone
washappy. Noonehad to" giveup" anything.
We had something in common. Something
we could talk about, something we could
share. My parents were good at the things
they liked to do, and when | got good at them,
they let me know that they were proud.

And when | did thingswith my parents, |
did them with their friends, too. Of course,
some o their friends had kids, so | was
around afew others my own age. They were
my buddies. And because kids are competi-
tive, weencouraged one another to improve.
But being exposed to adults in a non struc-
tured setting was good for us, too. Those
adults taught us a lot by example, not the
least of which washow tofunctionin agroup
and how to be considerate of others. If we
acted like brats, they let us know. If we
wanted the adults to include us in their
activities, we had to behave. A child who
spends time in such an environment soon
learns that he is not the center o the uni-
verse.

| think that most American kidsaredrown-
inginan ocean of their peers. Modern educa
torsinsist on packing thousands o hormon-
aly crazed adol escentsintoimpersonal mega
schools like Columbine, then complain be-
cause some o the kids get lost in the shuffle
anditisnexttoimpossibletomaintain order.
Duh!!! Any promoter o aSpice GirlsConcert
could havepredictedthat! Thentherearethe
so called expertswhomaintainthat kidsneed
to spend most o their time with others the
same age sothat they can learn how toact. Is
it any wonder that somechildren never learn
to function as adults?

Unfortunately, most Americans can't do
much about the schools their children at-
tend. But they can influence how and with
whomtheir kidsspend their leisuretime. So,
| say, take them to the river!

Folks weren't doing much whitewater
boating when | was a kid, but | think my
parents would have liked it. | know | would
have. Thekidsand their parentsthat | seeon
the rivers seem to be having fun. They seem
to respect one another. The adultsteach the

American Whitewater v September / October1999



TEERREEREERRNRREARRR R R R R RN R R R R RN R R NN R RN NN NENENENENENENENNNNENNENERENRMESH:.HEM;NEER}E]

youngstersthe basics... how to ferry, catch
eddies, and surf holes. Before you know it,
the kidsare trying to teach mom and dad to
cartwheel. That's always good for a laugh.

Most of these kids get good fast. And when
kids get good at something, it makes them
feel good about themselves. | knew akidwho
tried hard but never made the honor roll or
anall-star team. But, sheturnedintoaredly
hot boater. Whitewater worked miracles for
her confidence and self-esteem.

Quite often by the time whitewater kids
arel5o0r 16they arebetter than their parents
are. This doesn't seem to bother most par-
ents; their pride in their children dwarfs
their ownegos. O course, thekidslovetosee
mom and dad take an occasional aquatic
trashing. What kid wouldn't? But when the
parents accept these whitewater misadven-
tures good-naturedly, their kids learn a lot
about vulnerability and good sportsmanship.

For better or worse, some parents are
determined to turn their kids into world
classathletes. | have reservationsabout that.
| don't think a parent should project his or
her own unrealized fantasies on achild, un-
less, by some happy coincidence, that child
truly shares the dream. That having been
said, the oddsthat akidwill riseto thetopin
competitivewhitewater, beit in racing, hair
boating or rodeo, are surely alot better than
for other more traditional sports, such as
track, basketball, or football. There are fifty
million parentsout therewho pray that their
sonswill step into Bret Favre's shoes. There
just aren't that many dreaming that their
daughterswill inherit Cathy Hearn's booties!
A committed kid whoworks hard isfar more
likely to make it to aworld championship in
a kayak than on ice skates or snow skis.

For onething, kidsdon't have to bebigto
excel inwhitewater. That certainly isn't true
for many sports. Whitewater isabout ability,
not size. Another plus to whitewater is that
boating kids rarely sustain serious spinal
injuries... thekindsthat cripple hundreds of
high school athletes every year. Although
many people perceivewhitewater recreation
to be dangerous, there have been very few
fatalities involving minors. Ak Charlie
Walbridge if you don't believe me. And kids
who develop an interest in whitewater can
redistically hope to continue to pursue it
throughout their adult lives. How many fifty-
year-olds do you know who still do gymnas-
tics, twirl batons, or play football?But I'll bet
you know plenty o fifty-year-old boaters.
Lotsd themaredamned good! Somed them
are teaching their grandchildren to boat.

Whitewater boating teaches kids a lot
about responsibility. Whitewater kidsquickly
|earn that shuttles must beset, boatsmust be
loaded, and that you have to look out for
other peopleontheriver. They learn what it
islike to be, to some degree, responsiblefor
thesafety o others. | know several 16 and 17
year olds that cruise into Friendsville alone

on hot summer days, looking for compan-
ionsto paddlethe Upper Y ough. Theregulars
know who they are and they are alwayswel-
come because they arefun to bearound, are
self-reliant, and they know how to act. Dur-
ing thedrive to the put-in they listen to our
Bob Dylantapes. Later,whilerunningshuttle,
we listen to their Wallflowers CDs. I'm sure
this happens on rivers al over the country.
When kids paddle whitewater they learn
to stay cool when things get tense and they
learn how to get themselves out of trouble.
They learn that sometimes it is appropriate
tochallengetheirfearsand that sometimesit
is better to walk away. They learn to make
their own decisions and to set limits for
themselves. And they learn not to whine
when they are cold, wet, and hungry.
Involvementinwhitewater canalsoteach
kids the value of money. Whitewater gear is
moderately priced. Really. Not so expensive
asto beout of reach, but expensive enough to
encourage kids to take care o their gear,
especidly if they have to help buy it. | know
several teensthat desperately wanted a new
rodeo or creek boat. They were the children
of teachers, doctors, and lawyers. Sure, their
parents could have bought those boats, but,
wisely, they didn't. They let the kidswork for
them. Hey, you are bound to appreciate that

Mr. Clean more if you had to flip a few
hundred thousand burgers to get it!

All things considered, there are lots of
good reasonswhy weat AmericanWhitewater
think whitewater and kids go together. That
is why we have been publishing more and
more stories by and about young boaters,
including our Kidzkorner section. We want
todoeverythingwe cantoattract youngsters
tothesport. Afterall, paddling with kids can
be alot of fun. They keep the sport fresh.
Moreimportantly, whenwe encourageyoung-
sters to appreciate the magic and beauty of
whitewater, wearehelpingtocreatetheriver
stewards of tomorrow.

Bob Gedekoh

Correction!

The Most Beautiful Angelin July/
August American Whitewater was
written by Chuck McHenry. His
name was mistakenly left off the
credits. We are sorry for any
inconvenience or embarrassment
this may have caused.

Whitewater Dancer II

Thisvideohasit all! Underwater
rolls, the89 Worlds, Rodeos, Hot
wave and Bole surfing, ClassV wipe:
outs, Tunes by world famous fiddlemaster ™

PAPPA JOHNCREACH! HI-FI stereo 55 Min.

&)

- The (}% Cartyon
Get into the. . See the bigdropsand an

innertuberun of Lava Falls, with somereally wild tunes.
HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

The Upper

HI-FI stereo49 Min.

and The Russall Fork

Seeall of thebiggnarly dropson these4 great riversall on
onetape! HI-Fl stereo 43 Min.
Howto

All you need to turn a Sabreinto The hottest plastic play boat
in theworld! With action footage and truly outrageoustunes

a Sabre

(Appliesto most plastic boats!)

Toget your copy, in VHS, send a check or money order
for $19.95each, plus $4.00 shipping and handling to:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
1808 Old Meedow Rd., Apt. 803, McLean, \A 22102

(703) 734-8995
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Whitewater Kayak Instruction e Canoe Rentals
’ ‘f'\: Guided Rafting on the Bulls Bridge Gorge (class V)

_;I" P —————————————
iuﬁﬁ"%ﬁh‘- L ocated On the Housatonic River in West Cornwall, Conn.
A e 163 Route7 (860)672-6365

www.clar keoutdoor s.com

g W

conserving, restoring and securing necess to your favorite
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PO, Box B35 Margaretville, NY 12455
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\\ 304-574-1900 }

www.acemtnsports.com

ACA Instruction

2-5 Day Courses
on the
New & Gauley Rivers
* Beginner
« Intermediate
 Advanced

1-2 Day Playboat Clinic
Private Instruction

Chalets ~ Camping
1400 acre Adventure Center

www.acemtnsports.com
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West Virginia's
Largest Inventory
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Kokatat
Lotus
Extrasport
Werner
Aquabound
ShredReady

Mountain Surf

perception

ONE WITH WATER

FREE Demos ~ Tradelns
2 L ocations

Watershed
Yakima
Navarro

Grateful Heads
Teva
Aire

Northwest River

LANSING ~ 304-574-1900

P T i

Lt Fas g
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Ciak il

— North Becey |
OAK HILL ~ 800-SURF-WVA
EXT. 122
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(1T T A G IGN+CRAFTSMANSHIP=AIRE  RONNEN

AIRE uses

the latest technology and innovative design to build high

performance craft that are durable, compact,

and s hanting:

AIRE bunlds six

models of catarafts, nine rafts, three inflatable kayaks and

two sea kayaksin a variety of colors. AIRE |eads the way

in the industrv and so should you.

AiHE

PO. BOX 3412, DEPT. AO, BOISE, ID 83703
(208)344-7506 FAX (800)701-AIRE
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A leader in

whitewater

instructions since

1972. MEC offers highly
personal instruction from
Beginner to Expert levels
in both kayaking and open
canoeing. Located on the
Madawaska nver, we
provide all the comforts of
a vacation resort. And
better yet, our rivers are
clean, warm and
uncrowded. Weekend and
S-day courses,

ru1 ..-|-I:| awaska Kanu Centre

Cntario KDJ 180

Wenter: (513} 594-5263

American Whitewater

Your Colorado
Pad(lesporu Connection

. Providing
Euer_',r!hmg
You Need_ '

. Featuring

' inflatable Kayaks

1." Rafts & Catarafts

Canoes

(800)274-0133

Western States
www.alpenglowco.com

Mo matler how rough
the river, |:-_'||f:_1!:|“n]
gear from Ravarro®

will keep Lhe water pul,

walerprood, wndproof,

and breathabie == Qur S
Sympatex® Mystery e
Drytop s quaranteed

L0 ke you Ory.

THEE LEAR

September / October1999



S
ry
S

=
Co
K
e
&
=
3|
o
b
e |
0
;3

We take care of all the
logistics that would take

away from your time on the river!

STOP BY OUR WEB PAGE
www.endlessriveradventures.com

P O Box 246, Bryson City, North Cardlina 28713
Phone/Fax 828/488-6199
e-mail: endlessriveradventures@compuserve. com

CAMPING

.

SKING
BOARDING

BACKPACKING

&

QUTFITTING

INSTRUCTION

GOING UP OR
COMING DOWN
(WE'RE THE BEST
ON THE MOUNTAIN

ACEA \\
un.u‘i..,
\ll 0

MOLIS
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Sometimes..
It’s not
now you |
gaddle, i

."’E’nla rec :!ETH' .
* Warm-Up Jacket *

By Blue Ice Clothing
Elasticized cuffs, adjustable drawgoie
on bottom, 2 zippered micro fles:s
lined front pockets, AW logo (go™ *
WEWH | [N [l ana Dagh Oabied ool B
Color: Slate Blue.

k 555.;

'L

. Shearling Vest

By Blue Ice Clothing
Front Tully Llined with micro
fleece, 2 zippered front pockets,
o long cut back, high doubled collar

o for extra warmth, AW logo on
chiesl Lodor Moy

ou look, ~#45.

Foor- just-o-few Ducks sou-oan shaw sour
eslirrs- mndd-gel-some great stulf Al of our
prrochacts are of the blghest quality amd

CHIANTITY

I B Warm Up ].aLh.I.'l £55 / M-XLS Llll-lr.'a Slate Flll.ll.
| ~ M Vest: 545/ M-XLJ Colors: Navy

| M Logo T-shirts: $15 / M-XL/ Colors: White, Gray

I B Whitewater Diesign T-shirts: 515/ L. & XL only' Calors Mocha, Maosa, Gray Azh
| B Logo embrosle r-.-d_H...n'u Cap: $18 (postage 510 Colors Gold or Black

| B AW License Plate Frames: §5 (postage $1)
l B AW Embroadered Patches: 52

| B AW Waterproof Decals: $.50
I

I

|

|

|

B nsulsted Travel HuE:'. with lid: 85 (%2
B Safety Flash Cards: $8.95 (51)
B Caney Fork Poater 37 (postage 82
B AW Mouse Pads 57 (postage $1.00)

POSTALE

Mail to AWA, P.0. Box 636,
Margaretville, NY 12455
1" Credit Card orders:
T call 914-586-2355 or Fax 914-586-3050
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CASCADE

than some of the Paris-fashion-show, waif-model type hats you've been lusting after? You bet.
iver or some g.d. tashion slawe? You have the right to help lower the risk of death or serious injury,
t's right there in the Constitution...somewhere...we think.) Exercise that right with Cascade.

CASCARE, 'WiTW
NIMOTLANLE £HIN BN

SPORT HELMETS, INC.
800-537-1702

THi-453-1a10
[ ENRCIRT THES it LT R




Rafting Biz' for Sale
Support Yourself in Paradise - Seasonal "Play Time!"
Whitewater Lifestyle - Nantahala River
Consistent Growth f Profitable / Turn-key staff
$300,000.Dn - Balance Owner Financed At 7%

Payback in 5-7 Yrs! Call Nolan (828)488-2386

’ ife'

s Priorities"

We're Still Custom Building Your Canoes
"When we're not paddling them!”

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
Wevegot wha yau are lodking for. B
Hugel tory.CallUs Today.1-800-442-4837
g fnventory.&a™-s 00%y hicesel..
614 North Main Street mﬂM. diothianT ik 14690 Nantahala Gorge, Bryson City, NC 28713
Frmuille\A 23001 Midlothia:L\oA Iggﬁgnpl ° (828) 488-2386
1-804-392-6645 804-897-1556

Searching for fun is ok.
Most people spend their

== .

whanw,.come.to/ squirt
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LA qwc:h responsive
comforrgble; woble and
forgiving ‘creekbogr,

THE MANIAC

t with unparallelea
¢ for kids and smolker odulrs

{and larger paddlers willing ro squeeze)

THE BEAST
A high performance L .
playboat comfortable T :
enough for bigger
paddiers.

THE SKEETER
The new indusrmy standard in whirewarner

freashvie Canoes

SAVAGE V, INC.
2000 Riverside Drive
Asheville, NC 28804

1828)°251 59875 ™
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1-800-440-5303 EXT 12 /




Please vead this earefally belove sending us
your articlesand photos! Thisisavolunteer pub-
lication, please cooperate and help usout. Do not
send us your material without a release- signed
by all authorsand photographers (attached)!!!

The editorial staff of American Whitewater
carefully reviewsall material submitted for publi-
cation. Weare particularly interested in receiving
full-length feature articles, conservation and club
news, special event announcements, articles per-
taining towhitewater safety and short, humorous
pieces.

Articlesshoul dfit our established format; that
is, they should be stylistically pattered to fit into
our Features, AW Briefs, River Voices, Conserva-
tion Currents. Safety Lines, Humor or End Notes
sections. Exceptiona photographsandwhitewater
cartoons are also welcomed.

If possible, articles should be submitted on a
3-inchcomputer cassette. (Word Perfect preferred
- othersaccepted.) Pleasedo not alter the margins
or spacing parameters; use the standard default
settings. Send aprinted copy o thearticle aswell.

Thosewithout access to aword processor may
submit their articles typed. Please double space.

Photos may be submitted as slides, black or
white prints, or color prints. Keep your originals

Bl send usduplicates TposSThIE; e SN Guar-
antee the safe return of your pictures. If you want
ustoreturnyour pictures, includeasel f-addressed
stamped envelope with your submission. Because
we publish in black and white, photoswith alot o
contrast work best.

American Whitewater feature articles should
relateto some aspect of whitewaterboating. Please
do not submit articles pertaining to sea kayaking
or flat water. The best features have a definite
slant...or theme. They arenot merely chronologi-
cal recountings o river trips.

Open thestory with an eye-catching lead, per-
haps by telling an interesting anecdote. Dialogue
should be used to heighten the reader's interest.
Don't just tell us about theriver... tell us about the
people on theriver... develop them as characters.
Feature articles should not bewritten in the style
of aloca club newsletter.

If you are writing about a commonly paddled
river, your story should be told from a unique
perspective. Articles about difficult, infrequently
paddled, or exotic rivers are given special consid-
eration. Butwearealso interested inwell written,
unusual articles pertaining to Class III and V
rivers as well. Feature stories do not have to be
aboutaspecificriver. Articlesabout paddling tech-
niques, theriver environmentand river personali-

ties are also accepted. Pieces that incorporate
humor are especially welcome. Open boating and
rafting stories are welcome.

Don't be afraid to let your personality shine
through and don't be afraid to poke alittle fun at
yourself... and your paddling partners.

Profanity should be used only when it is abso-
lutely necessary to effectively tell astory; it isnot
our intent tointentionally offend our moresensi-
tive members and readers.

Please check al facts carefully, particularly
those regarding individuals, government agen-
cies, and corporationsinvolved in river accessand
environmental matters. You are legally respon-
sible for theaccuracy of such material . Makesure
names are spelled correctly and river gradients
and distances are correctly calculated.

Articleswill be edited at the discretion o the
editorstofit our format, length, and style. Expect
toseechangesin your article. Ifyou don 't wantus
toedit your article, don't send it to ud Becausedf
our deadlines you will not be able to review the
editorial changes we make prior to publication.

American Whitewater is nonprofit; theeditors
and contributors to American Whitewater are not
reimbursed. On rare occasions, by prearrange
ment, professional writers receive a small hono-
rarium when they submit stories at our request.
Generally, our contributors do not expect pay-
ment, since most are members of AW, which isa
volunteer conservation and safety organization.

Release For Publication

| hereby release my work (literary, graphicor photographic) for publica-

tion in American Whitewater magazine. ]

| understand that mv work mav be edited or cropped at the editors'

discretion.

| understand that | will not be paid for my work. ]

| accept responsibility for theaccuracy of theinformation included in my

submission. | have not libeled or slandered any individual, corporation or

agency in this work.

| understand that all or some of my work may bereprinted at somefuture

date in an American Whitewater publication.

| promise that this material has not been and will not soon be published
another magazine or publication and the rights to this material are

clear and unrestricted.

| understand that once this material is printed in American Whitewater

itmay bereprinted or reproduced i n other publicationsif Iwish, providing

| notify them that it has already appeared in American Whitewater.

Signed
Date

Thisrelease must besigned by all the contributing author(s), photographer(s)
and graphic artist(s).

Send your material 1 Bob Gedekoh, R.D.#4, Box 228, Elizabeth, PA. 15037.
Please use regular first class postage.... Not certified mail.

Yaucansaveariverforever...

... by planning a gift for

Your gift can:

B Secure permanent access to rivers for generations to come
W Protect and/or restore an endangered whitewater river

B Promote whitewater safety

B Support theworld's leading whitewater organization

Will
real estate
W insurance

bequests
stocks

B trusts

Please direct inquiries to Ken Ransford, attorney and CPA, 970-963-6800, or by e-mail at ransford@csn.net.
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American Whitewater
Our missionis to consetve and restore
America's whitewater resources and to enhance
opportunities to enjey them safely.

The American Whitewater [AW] is a national
oroanizationwith a membership consistino of
thousands of individual whitewater boating
enthusiasts, and more than 100 local paddling
club affiliates.

CONSERVATION: AW maintains a complete
national inventory of whitewater rivers, monitors
threats to those rivers, publishesinformation on
river conservation, provides technical advice to
local groups, works with government agencies
and other river users, and-- when necessar:

Ric Alesch, President
14262 W. Warren Place
Lakewood, Q0 80228
ralesch@worldnet.att.net

Landis Arold

3170 Eastwood Court
Boulder, 0O 80304
LandisaOibm.net

Lee Belknap

1308 Maryland Ave.

Glen Allen, VA 23060
rivergypsy@sprintrnail.com

Risa Shimoda Callaway
216 Inverness Way
Easley, SC 29642
risashi@mindspring.com

Tom Christopher

931 Unign Street, Rear
Leominster, MA 01453
tchrisOtiac.net

Brooke Drury
8224 - 14th Avenue NE
Seattle, WA 98115

Chuck Estes

114 Bay Path Drive

Oak Ridge, TN 37830
estesoak@worldnet.att.net

Sue Langfitt Fuller
5 Martin Road

Rye, NY 10580
Slangfitt@gwrr corn

Bob Gedekoh

Box 228, RD 4 Mentor Rd
Elizabeth, PA 15037
bobgedek@icubed.com

Bob Glanvitie

9385 South Hill Road
Boston, NY 14025
rglanville@Icubed.com

Joe Greiner

7316 Chicora Court
Raleigh, NC 27615
loekayak@worldnet.att.net

Barry Grimes
124 Hilltop Drive
Richmond, KY 40475

takes legal action to prevent river abuse.

RIVER ACCESS: To assure public access to
whitewater rivers pursuant to the guidelines pub-
lished initsofficial AccessPolicy, AW arrangesfor
river access through private lands by negotiation
or purchase, seeks to protect the right o public
passage on dl rivers and streams navigable by
kayak or canoe, resists unjustified restrictions on
government managed whitewater riversand works
with government agenciesand other river usersto
achieve these goals.

EDUCATION: Through publication of the bi-
monthly magazine, and by other means, Ameri-
can Whitewater, ( AW) provides information and
education aboutwhitewater rivers, boatingsafety,
technique and equipment.

SAFETY: AW promotes paddling safely, pub-
lishes reports on whitewater accidents, maintains

auniform national rankingsystemfor whitewater
rivers (thelnternational Scale of Whitewater Dif-
ficulty) and publishesand disseminatestheinter-
nationally recognized AW Whitewater Safety Code.

EVENTS: AW organizessporting events, con-
testsand festivalsto raisefundsfor river conserva-
tion, including the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeo in
Tennessee, the Gauley River Festival in West Vir-
ginia (thelargest gathering of whitewater boaters
in the nation), the Arkansas River Fegtival in
Colorado, the Kennebec Festival in Maineand the
Deerfield Festival in Massachusetts.

AWwas incorporated under Missouri nonprofit
corporation lawsin 1961and maintainsitsprinci-
pal mailing address at 1430 Fenwick Lane, Silver
Spring, MD 20910 (301) 589-9453. AW is tax ex-
empt under Section 501(c) (3) o the Internal
Revenue Code.

Mark White
2034 E. Hubbard Ave.

Jason Robertson
Access Director

Jay PK. Kenney
1675 Larimer, Suite 735
Denver, QO 80202
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Chris Koll
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Liverpool, NY 13090
ckoll1234@aol.com

Jeff Leighton
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Kevin Lewis
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Richard Penny
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Ron Stewart
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Paul Tefft
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By: Mac Thornton, AW Regional Coordinator

If you looked through the October 1998 issue of Outside magazineor any o the other publicationswherethe
State of West Virginia advertisesitself, you would see a picture of a gorgeous mountain canyon stretching out
before a spectacular rock outcropping. The vista pictured is Lindy Point, near the head of Blackwater Canyon.
Only one little problem — as of the fall of 1997, Lindy Point and all of Blackwater Canyon is posted NO
TRESPASSING and is under 24-hour guard! If you walk out on Lindy Point, the good sheriff of Tucker County
will be glad to show you theinside of his pokey.

Even worse, 169 housing plots have been surveyed along the wild canyon rim near Lindy Point. Downin the
Canyon, the whitewater roar of the Blackwater River has often been drowned out by the growlsof bulldozers
cawing crude logging roads on thesteep canyon sidesand the high-pitched whines of chain saws cutting down
the choice 80-year-old hardwoods. Recently, a lawsuit seeking to challenge the timber company's ownership
failedintheWest VirginiaSupreme Court,and aland swapfor about aquarter of the Canyon hasal sofallen apart.
On the plus side, an interim agreement regarding endangered species, spearheaded by the Sierra Club, has
stopped most chainsaw work, at least temporarily. Also, American Whitewater has obtained access to the river
itself for paddlers, anglers, and other river users. But many environmentalists arestartingapushfor theultimate
brass ring: a new national park!

The Blackwater River gathersits waters as it meanders lazily across the flat floor of a valley set high on a
plateau, Canaan Valley. As it passes the old lumbering boom town of Davis, the river reaches the edge o the
plateau, leapsoffthe 50 foot Blackwater Falls, and tumbl espell mell towardsthe Dry Fork Cheat River, eight miles
away and 1000 feet below. Therampageformsthelongest continuous, ClassIII-V rapids intheMid Atlantic states,
and has carved a narrow, 1500-2000 foot deep defile, Blackwater Canyon.




Bcl’nrt the 15508 Rlackwater Canyon was untouched due to its rugged land
scape and dense primeval forest of gigantic hemlocks, caks, and other
hardwoods. In this era. legendary author and illustrator Richard Hunter Strother
ipen name “Porte Crayon” meaning “Carry Pencil”) caught 350 trout in a day in
the river and wrobe about his experiences for Harper s Morihly, making Blackwa-
ter Canyon famous scross the nation.

However, in the late 1580, a railroad line was cut up the river right side of the
Canyan, the steepest rail grade east of the Rockies, to facilitate logging. Pairs of
lumberjacks with long saws went to work and by about 1910, the huge virgin
forests of Blackwater Camvon and Canaan Valley had been clear-cut. Then the
skash pilies and light organic solls dried out and were burned away in massive fires,
leaving o moonscaps,

The denuded Canyon was acquired in about 1918 by the forerunner of
Allegheny Power Company to develop hydropower, Thankdully. the dams for the
paower were never economically feasible, and for the next 80 years a second growth
forest had a chance to grow L2l and mature, The Canyon became recognized a5
the home of the endangered Virginia northern flving squirrel and the threatened
Cheat Mountain salamander, The endangered Indiana bat and Virginia bigeared
bat are believed to depend on the Canyon for their ever dwindling habitat

Mearmwhile, outdoor enthusiasts discovered and had free access to Blackwaler
Canyon to enjoy its fabulous whitewater (first run in 1970), scenic vistas, and its
trails for hunting, hiking. mountain biking, cross country skiing, and hird
watching. From a whitewater perspective, the Canyon is divided into three runs,
the premier run being the Class Vs “Upper Blackwater” from Blackwater Falls
down about a mile and a half ta the confluence with the North Fork Blackwater,
a Class V4 premier rum in its own right. At the confluence. deep in the Canyon,
the “Lower Blackwater” run starts, featuring about seven miles of mostly Class IV
action with a gradient of over 100 feet per mile,

n & bright, chilly day in December 1982, 1 first ventured into Blackwater

Canyen, lugging an open canoe for a mile down the rilrosd grade, and then
letting the boat bead down the steep slope for a Lower Blackwater run. Alarmingly.
once on the torrent, | could only see the next 40 yards or 30 before the river would
disappear over a horizon line, in the words of Wild Water West Virginia, “a
continuous Mind bend — downwards.” The river flowed directly fowards the
alternoon sun, and the sunlight dazzled off the white foam piles as 1 tried to pick
my roule. On either side, the banks rose in steep green slopes (o the Canyon's
ramparts high overhead. | swam three times that day, swallowing some water and
coming home with giardia. But it only took one trip 1o fall under the spell of
Blackwater Camvon and [ have been back for several rematches in canoe and

with a thinmed forest and piles of slash, s sickening.

Conservation efforts got underway in 1934 with the establishment of Blackwa-
ter Falls State Park, which eventually would receive 900 acres donated by the
power company, In 1989, the spectacular old railroad grade was acquired by
Manongahela National Forest for a rails-to-trails project. Thal same vear, Ameri-
can Whitewater and other environmentalists joined forces to form the West
Virginia Rivers Coalition, whose first order of business was to call for permanent
protection of Blackwater Canvon — under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. The
river wis alficially found eligible for designation under that Act, but the concept
stalled under pressure from property rights extremists, and a newly Republican
Congress,

Unprotected, Blackwater Canyon's fate has again taken a sharp turn for the
worse. In the mid-1990s, Allegheny Power began to accept bids for the 3000 acres
comprising mast of the main Canyon and the canyon of the North Fork Blackwa-
ter. The Conservation Fund of Arlington, Va. offered $3.5 million for the 3000
acres of Canyon, but other buyers offered more. In February, 1997, Allegheny
Power sold the Canyvon for $4.85 million to a local land developer, who turned
around and sold it the same day to Allegheny Wood Products of Petersburg, WY
far £5 million. [Note that o rmere $1.385 millfor af this criffcal furmciure, added to
ihe Conservation Fund b, oould hape soved the Cangon fverer.] Soon the
baulldozers and chain syws started, shocking environmentalists and recreational
uzers. John Crites, the owmer of Allegheny Wood Products, claimed o have
received anomymous threats that trees woubd be spiked, and so he posted the
Caryon and put it under 24-hour guard.
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Despite public statementsthat he had, "no immediate plans" to
develop Blackwater Canyon, Crites then filed applicationswith the
state to dump 300,000 gallons of wastewater per day intotheriver to
alow construction on 280 homesites and a large recreation center.
Lindy Point would become a private area for homeowners, forever
off-limitsto the public.

Outraged environmentalistsand recreationalists have pulled out
all thelega and political stops to save Blackwater Canyon, but with
limited success so far. The highlights:

Court challengeto the sale. The WV Highlands Conservancy,
WV WildlifeFederation, the SierraClub, and two WV Rivers Coalition
members stepped forward and challenged the sale in court. Under
West Virginia law, a public utility like Allegheny Power must obtain
state approval to sell its assets in the state to ensure the public
interest is sewed. However, Allegheny Power had previoudy put
ownership o the Canyon inacorporate subsidiary which existed only
on paper, with no separate employees and no separate location. It
contended that its paper subsidiary was not subject to the approval
requirement, and the case ended up in the West Virginia Supreme
Court.

In December, 1998, the Court handed down its decision stating
that, "If the natural integrity o the Blackwater River Canyon is
destroyed, it will be atragedy for the people of West Virginia... the
sale of the Blackwater River Canyon may have significant environ-
mental implications for West Virginia" But the majority of the
Justices upheld Allegheny Power's position that its paper subsidiary
did not need state approval tosell the Canyon. Thisisthesort of legal
hocus-pocus that has left Appaachia as poorly off asit still is today.

Theland swap fallsapart Inlate1997, American Whitewater's
John Gangemi, Jason Robertson, and others persuaded Senator Jay
Rockefeller to broker aland exchange deal which promised to save
750acres, about onequarter o thelandsacquired by Allegheny Wood

Products. These lands were perhaps the steepest in the Canyon, the
most difficult to log and therefore the least commercially valuable.
Most of these acres were on the steep river right bank of the main
river, aswell asthe short canyon section o the North Fork. Putting

-these landsinto publicownershipwould ensurefuture paddler access

totheriver. The deal wasto exchange lands of equal value elsewhere
in Monongahela National Forest for these 750 acres. However, as o
thebeginning of 1999, Allegheny Wood Productshaspulled out of the
deal because they dispute the value put on the 750 acres by the
government appraiser. That appraiser stated the 750 steep acreswere
worth only $150/acre or so, but Allegheny Wood wants"millions" o
dollars more and refuses to agree to a neutral appraiser. [Recall the
entire canyon cost them $5 million.]

Endangered species settlement. In late 1998, Highlands
Conservancy and the Sierra Club filed formal notice d an intent to
sue the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Allegheny Wood Products
and enjoin further logging pending compliancewith the Endangered
SpeciesAct (ESA)regarding the species of squirrel, salamander, and
bats noted above. In February, the Sierra Club entered into a settle-
ment with Allegheny Wood which put a stop to timbering in the
Canyon, for the time being, pending negotiations with the govern-
ment on means reasonably necessary to study and to protect the
endangered species. The company needs to obtain an "Incidental
Take Permit,” from the Fish and Wildlife Service, which would allow
some adverse effects on the target species. The settlement will not
affect the condo development on therim, nor isit clear how much o
the logging will be affected in the long run. While laudable, the
settlement is in no way a complete solution. In the meantime, the
Highlands Conservancy hasfiled formal suit challenging Allegheny
Wood Products with violating the ESA.

Paddler access agreement. After public access to the Canyon

was shut off in late 1997, Gangemi and Robertson went to work to
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enable paddlersand othersto put-in on the Lower Blackwater, which
asdescribed intheauthor's1982 trip, necessitatestraversing Allegh-
eny Wood land. In April 1998, Crites agreed to allow paddierstowalk
down the old railroad bed, as well as a 20-foot easement on both
banks, providing atake-out for the Upper Blackwater and North Fork
runs, and a put-in for the Lower Blackwater. While this agreement
was only good for oneyear up to April 1999, AW is negotiating with
Crites to obtain aformal extension. Paddler access is not a problem
in the meantime.

Call for National Park status. While the West Virginia Su-
preme Court has publicly stated that losing the Canyon would bea
tragedy, while at the sametimerefusingto help protect it, analliance
o environmental and labor groupsled by the Highlands Conservancy
havecalledfor theformationd the Blackwater Canyon National Park
and an associated Blackwater Ecotourism Enterprise Training Cen-
ter. The Center would provide for instruction in outdoor recreation
and ecotourism entrepreneurship, using public lands in the West
VirginiaHighlands asthe principal training and demonstration area

So far, 100 volunteers have collected over 18,000 signatures on
"Savethe Blackwater Canyon” petitions. West Virginia haslong been
dependent on extractive boom-and-bust industries like timber and
coal. As observed in the Washington Post, *...many people around
here have beguntorealize that industries that extract and export raw
natural materials arealso industries that pollute and createvery few
local jobs. By contrast, alocal economy based on preservation and
tourism is sustainable and will capitalize on the area's inherent
strengths.” Already, tourism bringsan incredible 2.1 million visitors
ayear to Tucker County.

Crites himself has found himself at the very center of the contro

versy, and a key issue in the debate is whether he can be
persuaded to sell the Canyon voluntarily. He has cloaked himself as
a protector of property rights, but has been roundly criticized for

making misleading statements about his plans to log and commer-
cialy develop the Canyon.

The political climateinWest Virginiamakescondemnation d the
Canyon from Crites a difficult proposition. The property rights
extremists and most politicians in West Virginia look the other way
when land is condemned and purchased (at market value) for pur-
poses like Hughes River Dam or the Corridor H superhighway. But
many of them bristle at the notion of public acquisition of land for
conservation purposes. American Whitewater's position simply is
that Blackwater Canyon should be permanently protected in some
form of publicownership— National Park status or otherwise — and
that no alternatives for protecting this very special place should be
foreclosed.

Asthis paper heads to press, Crites' has promised to sell the five
acresd Lindy Point tothestate (foratidy profit),and donateanother
50 acres, apparently in hopes of defusing public pressure. However,
while obtaining protection for the entire Canyon will not be easy,
environmentalists and recreationalists are not likely to be slowed
down much by protecting a mere 55 of 3000 acres.

How to Hdp Blackwater Canyon

Supportersof Blackwater Canyon are urged to write Representa-
tive Mollohan and Senators Byrd and Rockefeller asking them to
support permanent protection of Blackwater Canyon, such as by
establishing theBlackwater Canyon National Park and the Ecotourism
EnterpriseTraining Center. Write: The HonorableAlan B. Mollohan,
2346 Rayburn HOB, Washington, DC 20515-4801, and The Honor-
able Robert Byrdand Jay Rockefeller, United StatesSenate, Washing-
ton, DC. Ifyou are fromout-of-state, point out that you wish to visit
Blackwater Canyon and spend your vacation dollarsin West Vir-
ginia. For more information, call WVRC at (304) 637-7201, or visit
www.wyhighlands.org. Send contributions to WYRC, 801 Randolph,
Elkins, WV 26241 and mark the check for "' Blackwater Canyon."
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Director's Cut

In the spring, American Whitewater senl a survey oul to a goed many of our members. So lar, we

have received nearly 600 responses and | wanted o thank each of you whao took the time lo

complete this survey and send it back. Thanks for letting us know what you think of our efforis on
your behall, We are still sorting and cataloging all of the replies, and expect to hawe a linal repon
compleled belore the Gaoley Festival.

here is a lot o good
information in the sur
veys, but one reply

seemed to pop up time after
time. When questioned why
members support American
Whitewater, or why members
think we areeffective, or what
makes usdifferent from other
groups - the consistent reply
was"Boatersworking for boat-
ers." Whilethis answer came
in several formats. "most in
touch with the boating com-
munity," "...boaters banding
together to protect riversand
access," and "the national or-
ganization for paddlers,” the
message was clear.

For the staff and directors
o American Whitewater, this
isagreat verification o both
our work and our advocacy.
More, it is high praise since
we, like you, spend a good
ded o time on whitewater. |
don't think it would be an
exaggeration to  say
whitewater is an overriding
life-style here at American
Whitewater.

But this organization is
much more than staff and di-
rectors, and an incredible
number of our members are
directly involved with us on
river projects. Paddlers are
truly part and parcel o each

John Gangemi leads Whitewater Study

Photos by Rich Bowers

o our efforts. Thisistherea  Colorado to help out. Some
were directors, somewerere-
gional coordinators, but most

reason that American
Whitewater is, | believe, so
effective. One excellent ex-
ampleisthe magazineyou're
reading,apublicationthat just
couldn't happen without the
continuous volunteer input
and submittal sfrom paddlers.

American Whitewater
pridesitself on being an orga-
nization o boaters and sup-
ported by our members, but
recent examples of boater
dedicationand assistance have
been tremendous. In June, we
logged over 1000 volunteer
hours in setting up and run-
ning the Ocoee Rodeoin Ten-
nessee. Volunteerscamefrom
as far avay as Michigan and

American Whitewater v September/ October1999

were just paddlers interested
in getting involved. A week
later, volunteersracked upan-
other 800+ hours pulling off
the Potomac Whitewater Fes-
tival outside Washington, DC.

. Thanks to Chris Wood, Pope

Barrow, and all the Potomac
paddiers for pulling this off
with style. Both Jayne Abbot
and | want to thank everyone
for hel ping makethese events
such a success, and so much
fun!

While the Potomac Festi-
val was running, | had the
chance to join American
Whitewater's Conservation
Director John Gangemi and
nearly 40volunteers at aboat-

Regional Coordinator Norwood Scott, NF Feather Study




Ocoee Whitewater Rodeo

ingstudy on California'sNorth
Fork Feather River. For this
study, members of American
Whitewater, Friends of the
River,andlocal paddling clubs
donated more than 1200
hoursoftime and effort. Some
of this was spent running
whitewater, but more was
spent loading boats, fillingout
forms, and cramminginmul-
tiple runs per day. Specia
thanksto Regional Coordina-
tor Dave Steindorf, who
helped John (with Directors
Kevin Lewis and Richard
Penny) plan, set up, and run
the study. If this wasn't
enough effort, Dave shang-
haied his mom, dad, wife, and
daughter for test weekend,and
they happily volunteered to
runshuttieall overthevalley.

These are outstanding ex-
amples o "boaters helping
boaters helping rivers!" If you
need more examples, look at
thestairsand trail at thetake-
out for North Carolina's
Watauga, the hours spent on
Virginids John's Creek, reg-
istration at Tallulah Gorgein
Georgia, or theparking, ticket
taking, and clean-up crews
that help each year with the
Gauley River Festival in West
Virginia.

Onefinal example of boat-
ers helping rivers are the in-
terns working at our office
thissummer (seeRisa’s write-

up elsewhere in this edition).
Never hasthewhitewater life-
style been more evident here
at American Whitewater than
it has over the last three
months. Boatsstackedineach
room, every parking space
filled with cars, trucks, and
roof racks, and more energy
and new ideas than often
seemssafein oneoffice. Steve,
Maureen, Adam, and Bryant -
each intern working to make
rivers more accessible and
American Whitewater more
effectivefor you.
Thankstoeach memberfor
helping us achieve our mis-
sion, and equally important,
keeping us focused on whom
we serve and what we are.

Volunteer at the Watauga
take-out
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Whitewater ISsues

merican Whitewater's Nationwide Whitewater Inventory, a
Geographic Information System for Whitewater Riversinthe
United States, identifies less than 1% of this nation's rivers as
containing Class II1, IV and V rapids. This percentage includes
whitewater rivers below dams and those that are boatabie only for
several days or weeks per year.

Our annual "Top 40" issue, now in its ninth year, isacollection
of themost pressing problems, questions, decisions, and opportuni-
tiesaffecting whitewater riversaswell asthe peoplewho enjoy them.
Whitewater rivers represent this country's most beautiful, exciting,
and ecologically important resources. In addition, whitewater rivers
provide valuable recreation opportunities for an estimated 24 mil-
lion kayakers, canoeists, and rafterseach year [1995 National Survey
on Recreation and the Environment, USDA Forest Service and the
University of Georgia, Athens].

The "Top 40" issue presents an updated narrative on all of the
recent organization, club, and volunteer efforts to improve and
restore rivers. It demonstrates the willingness and dedication that
whitewater boaters, and others, show for the rivers they use and
enjoy. Chancesare-ifyou fish, boat, or livealongwhitewater rivers,
this report will include those that mean the most to you.

For American Whitewater staff and members, the"Top 40" issue
providesfocusfor our conservation and access program efforts over
the next twelve months. It likewise provides an opportunity to
celebrate victories, monitor ongoing issues, and recognize trends
that affect riversand the growing sport of whitewater paddling. Here
isaquick review of just afew of the success stories completed by
whitewater paddlersand partnersin the last year:

*First whitewater release on Washington State's Nisqually River
eHigh water closures successfully overturned on New York's

Cattaraugus Creek

*Eight miles of permanently protected land along Montana's

Alberton Gorge

sTwo whitewater trespass cases dropped on Colorado's South
Platte River

*River access land purchased on Virginias John's Creek

*Proposal submitted to open select riversin Y ellowstone National
Park

*Fow study completed on California’s North Fork Feather River

*Demolition of Edward's Dam on Maine's Kennebec River

eImproved river accessand safety relationson Maryland's Potomac

River

*Recreational use defined as a traditional test of Navigability on

New Y ork's Moose

eCalifornia approves 39 milesof the South Yuba River for stateWild
and Scenic status

*Major changes in Grand Canyon feesfor river runners, and

*Potential wilderness designation set in motion for the Grand
Canyon

A

By American Whitewater staft
(with help from friends,
volunteers, and members)
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Unfortunately. there are plenty o issues and problemsstill to be
addressed, and even moreover the next horizon lineready to replace
those gonefrom last year's list. Below are the most important i ssues
to be tackled in 1999. If you need additional information on any of
these issues, just call those listed under contacts, or call American
Whitewater at the following numbers:

Jason Robertson, River Access Director

Phone (301) 589-9453 e-mail Access@amwhitewater.org

John Gangemi, River Conservation Director

Phone (406) 837-3155 e-mail jgangemi@digisys.net
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1. FeeDemo & Funding Public Lands

Issue: Access & Conservation

For the second year in arow, American Whitewater hasidentified
the Congressional Fee Demo Program and funding for our public
lands as the number one issue affecting boaters' abilities to enjoy
Americas rivers.

American Whitewater wasone of many national recreation orga-
nizationsthat initially supported Fee Demo and even testified on its
behalf before Congress. Our support wasbased onthecivicidea that,
as recreationists, we would like to help with the improvement and
maintenance o the environment and visitor experience on our
public lands.

However, we havewithdrawn our support for Fee Demo based on
the uncorrected deficiencies of this project and the fact that the
widespread collection o fees has substantially detracted from our
member's enjoyment of visiting America’s public lands. In our
experience, the implementation has frequently been unfair, arbi-
trary, unpopular, and inconsistently applied across resource areas.

Termination of Fee Demoisconsistent with Congress' intentions
and implementation o this project. A review d the Congressional
Record clearly indicates that Fee Demo was never intended as a
permanent revenue source for our public lands or for it to affect
regular Federal appropriations for the public land management
agencies. However, there are ongoing discussionswithin Congress
and the agencies for a unilateral extension of Fee Demo.

Our position on Fee Demo comes from our members. According
todozensd letters, our members oppose the extension of Fee Demo
and would rather see their tax dollars pay directly for the mainte-
nance of America's public lands. As Congress begins a debate about

the further extension of this program, we strongly encourage our
elected representativestosolicit publiccommentonall aspectsd the
Fee Demo program. Congress should carefully scrutinize and evalu-
ate the successes and failures of the law's implementation on our
public lands; address our concernsabout fairness, waste, and abuse
within the system; and provide adequate funding for our national
parks and forests.

We cannot support making Fee Demonstration a permanent
program at this time, or extending the program (for a 3= time)
beyond its original expiration date, currently set for 2001. The Fee
Demonstration Program, along with many other funding programs
now being targeted towards outdoor recreationists, substantially
affects the visitor experience of those who use our public lands.
Developing a program that is fair and effective is critical for both
outdoor users and for continued resource protection and mainte-
nance. Fee Demo is neither fair nor effective.

Contact Jason Robertson, Access Director.

2. Colorado River, AZ

Wilderness in the Grand Canyon

Rafting the Colorado River through the Grand Canyon is one o
America’s greatest wilderness adventures. As of now, this is an
experience almost unattainable by individual paddlers, asthe private
waiting list currently hasa minimum 23-year wait. Additionally, the
giant motorized rigs that carry customers through the canyon
occasionally shatter thewildernessdf the experience. Lessobtrusive
oar-rigsallow Americansthe opportunity to accessthewilderness o
thecanyonwithminimal environmental impact, whilecontinuing to
provide adequate access, jobs, and profits for commercial river
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The issue of Wilderness management in the Grand Canyon is
rapidly becoming oned the most publicized environmental issuesin
the United States. Politics have long played akey rolein the manage-
ment o the Grand Canyon, but the American public is now demand-
ing a voice in the planning process. Public interest groups like
American Whitewater, Grand Canyon Private Boaters Association
(GCPBA), and the Wilderness Society are taking active roles in
ensuring that the American public isable to enjoy thewilderness of
Grand Canyon. Last year we convinced the Park Servicethat it could
not separate management of the river from management o the
wilderness. Therefore, the Colorado River Management Plan will also
include the Draft Wilderness Management Plan.

Drafting these planswill not beeasy, nor isthe processlikely to be
pleasant; however, it providesacritical opportunity for Americansto
preserve the wildernessin Grand Canyon. The main participants in
the DWMP revision processare embarking on a potentially historic
journey. Like the first Canyon explorer Magjor John Wesley Powell,
participants must commit to their course d action. Powell's first
journal entry reminds us o the simple beauty that is found in
wilderness, and the importance of finding inner strength in facing
one'sfears:

"Weare now ready to start on our way down the Great Unknown.
Our boats, tied toacommon stake, chafeeach other asthey aretossed
by the fretful river...We have an unknown distance yet to run, an
unknown river to explore. What falls there are, we know not; what
rocks beset the channel, we know not; what wallsrise over theriver,
we know not."

Like Powell, we must embrace the unknown and accept our
responsibilitiesfor thefuture. Americans need thewilderness of the
Grand Canyon as badly as the Canvon needs to be saved from future
degradation. In aworld of increasing mechanization and develop-
ment, thesolitude and natural beauty of the Grand Canyon cannot be
surrendered. Afair planning process is necessary, but not sufficient,

e}

toensurethefuture of the Grand Canyon—only through full federal
wilderness designation can we ensure that future generations will
feel the tonic of wildness that isthe Colorado River through Grand
Canyon National Park.

We encourage you to support our efforts and consider joining
GCPBA.

Contact Tom Martin at tomhazel@grand-canvon.az.us.

3. California der opower Relicensing

Issue: Hydropower Relicensing

In California over the next 15 years, 50 hydropower projects
encompassing 167 dams are due for relicensing under the Federal
Power Act (FPA). All private hydropower dams are licensed by the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) for periods of 30 to
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50 years. Licensees must reapply to FERC for a new license at the
timed expiration,aprocessreferred toasrelicensing. FERC decides,
viainput from state and federal agencies and the public, the terms
and conditions for a new license. The current relicensing cycle
presents a singular opportunity to enhance and restore many of
Californida's rivers because most of these projects presently under
review were granted licenses 30 to 50 years ago prior to passage of
many existing state and federal environmental protection laws.
Precedent: California is renowned the world over for its classic
whitewater. Many more milesaf ClassIII, IVand V whitewater can be
added to the California inventory through the relicensing process.
Contact John Gangemi, Conservation Director.

4. Dam Removal

Issue: Environmental restoration

InJuly o thisyear onthe Kennebec Riverin Maine, water spilled
through a gap cut in the 162 year old Edwards Dam. Removal of
Edwards Dam was accomplished after a prolonged campaign by a
coalition of conservation groups including American Whitewater.
Removal of the dam came about only after careful study o the
Kennebec River watershed, natural resource needsand hydropower
project economics. Studying the feasibility o dam removal and
accompanying river restoration isarather recent phenomena. Ameri-
can Whitewater is involved in the dam removal studies numerous
states including Arizona, California, 1daho, Oregon, Vermont and
Washington. The American Whitewater journal (July/August 1999)
recently featured storieson effortsto study the feasibility of remov-
ing Glen Canyon Dam on the Colorado River and the four federal
dams on the lower Snake River.

American Whitewater supports the study o dam removal and
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advocatesit onacase by case basisonly after thorough scientificand
public policy analysis. Studiesmust consider thefactorsincluded in
both the dam decommissioning and therestoration of thelandscape,
including economic and political issues in order to exercise the
wisdom of knowing which course of action should preside.
Precedent: There are over 75,000 damsin the U.S. Many of these
dams severely degrade river ecosystems. Some o these dams have
outlived their usefulness. Dam removal provides an opportunity to
restore ecosystem health and simultaneously raises our conscious-
ness regarding the longevity of seemingly permanent public works,
river integrity and the steps necessary for ecosystem restoration.
Contact John Gangemi, Conservation Director.

5. River Safetx

Issue: Safety, Education, and Impact on Resources

The issue of whitewater safety has dropped from it's No. 2
position last year, not because it is less important, but thankfully
because early indicationsfor 1999 arethat fatal accidentsareslightly
lower than in the previous two years. Any declinein thisstatistic is
great news. Our numbersare preliminary at thispoint, but just about
everyone could use a break from the 1997-1998 list of incidents
involving skilled boaters.

Recently compiled statistics by state health officialsin Colorado
found that fewer fatalities occurred among the 700,000 people who
canoed, rafted, and kayaked in the state than did fatalities reported
for climbing, bicycling, or skiing inthesamearea. Statistics likethis
arevery useful to remind usthat there aresportsother than boating,
but it loses this usefulness when one of our friendswinds up in the
datacolumn. Bottom line— safety remainsanindividual rather than
public responsibility, and al of us need to paddle with thisin mind.

1155 Main don. * Asiee, WU BT4LD
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In last year's Top 40, we mentioned that any death creates
political problemsfor thosewho enjoy and use rivers. Thisissue has
become even more noticeable in the first haf o this year. The
increased attention involving whitewater safety has heightened the
interestin paddlingliability, especially anong power compani eswho
control flowtomany of our most highly used whitewater rivers. Much
o thismay stem morefrom an economic rather than safety concern,
but every incident makes the liability issue that much harder to
answer.

Likewise, river accidents involving non-boaters are impacting
the sport. In our current list of 1999 river fatalities, two involve
hikers. On section IV of the Chattooga, attempts to recover one
hiker's body has resulted in impacts to this Wild and Scenic River.
Moreimportantly, thiscouldintroducelegislation aimed at reducing
recreational use of this river, and certainly opens the question o
"fixing" rivers to avoid future accidents.

American Whitewater is aways looking for ways to promote
safety inthewhitewater community, and hope that paddlerswill use
the Journal to sharetheir ideas. Sefety issuewritten by Rich Bowers.

Contact Lee Belknap (804) 266-9060 or Charlie Walbridge (304)
379-9002.

6. Yellowstone, WY

Issue; River CTosure & Conservation of Wilderness

Aldo Leopold, architect of the modern Wlldirn&:s ethic, writesin
the Sand County Almanac that, canoeingis erican asmhickory
tree," and that "Wilderness areasareflrst of all aseriesdf sanctuaries
for the primitive arts of wilderness travel, especially canoeing.”
Unfortunately, thefree-flowingwatersintheY ellowstone wil derness
were closed to boating in 1950 in an attempt to control fishing.

EXPAND YOUR |
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American Whitewater recently asked Yellowstone National Park
to consider lifting the ban and allowing boating on asmall handful of
rivers. We suggest a process under which the Park could permit
boating while protecting Y ellowstone's uniquecultural and environ-
mental resources.

We recommend reopening 5% o Y ellowstone's free-flowing wa-
ters. We have voluntarily asked for strong seasonal restrictions to
protect wildlife during reproductive seasons, and only recommend
opening portions o the Black Canyon, Gardner, Lamar, and Lewis
rivers. Thiswill provide a variety of experiences for visitors with a
diversity of skills and interests, and the Park will not need to
construct any new trails or facilities.

Our proposal raisesthe bar for managingvisitor use and impacts
on Americas public lands. Every human activity has impacts. How-
ever, kayaking and canoeing have minimal transitory effects with
inconsequential impacts to the landscape and river environment.
The real question for Yellowstone is one of overall visitation. How
much useisappropriate? What uses are appropriate? And how dowe
[imit overal impacts?

Our proposal specifically addresses these questions and takes
"responsibility" for recreational use to a new standard. It suggests
that recreational userestrictions must be based on scientific studies
that objectively address resource degradation. We also ask the Park
Service to evaluate al recreational use on the governing standard
that there be no degradation to Y ellowstone's natural resourcesas a
result of that use. American Whitewater believesthat gauging actual
effects mm wildlife and sensitive areas improves upon the prackiee of
regulating use through obsolete traditional definitions or political
clout. This paradigm shift fequires the Park ¥ manage for wildlife
and sessmmee protection first and the #lvily = contribution 6 the
visitor experience second. IT the Park accepts mmm proposal, it 5685 a

btrnnwﬂw

5350 Ericson Way » Arcata, CA 95521 . HU?I HEI TEEI * Toll-free (BOD) 225- 9?45

American Whitewater v September / October1999




-l-illlllll--l-iill-l-Il-i--l--llii-l--l--l-lIl-l-lllilllilllillliillll-llll'-llll'l_
Kayaking and canoeing are dlowed in dl of Americds other " S_____—_—————
National Parkswith whitewater rivers, and these activities contrib- _
ute to visitor enjoyment. A review o recreational use management g
plansat National Parksand Forestsacrossthecountry demonstrates
that whitewater paddlersadhere tostringent "leave notrace” ethics
on publiclands. The ban on canoeing in Y ellowstone isinconsistent
with the management policiesof our National Parksand the historic -
intent o wilderness management. Furthermore, the ban doesnot | =
addressthereal issue ofvisitation, and doesnot contribute meaning-
fully to the Park's management goals.

Our membershavealegitimate interest in Yellowstone. Weshare
a reverence and appreciation for America's wilderness areas with
other consewation-minded recreationists. We respect Y ellowstone
foritsunparalleled scenery and wildlife, and believethat it can teach
usabout our American identity and ourselves. We encourage you to
read our proposal firsthand and judge it for yourself. We welcome
comments and ideas for improving our model for recreational use
management. The proposal is available on our web site at
WwWw.awa.org.

Contact Jason Robertson, Access Director.

7. Blackwater, WV

Issue:  Logging, water quality, aesthetic impacts, and access

Last year we reported that a logging company, Allegheny Wood
Products (AWP), purchased a 3,000 acre private inholding o the
Monongahela National Forest. American Whitewater brokered a
temporary deal with the Forest Service and AWP that allowed river
access for one year; this deal expired in March. Aswe head to press
we are negotiating for longer term access to this dramatic Canyon.

During the past year, environmental groups protested the pur-

» HAYANS » CANOES » RAFTS » INFLATABLES » CATARAFTS » MAYANS » CANOES » RAFTS » INFLATABLES »
. 4 . .
e

e

oUdlCoEnetsRiVets potds

WWW.riversporis.cotm  grest scar

free catalog

800-4CO R”ER— paddling school

» DAGGER » PERCEPTION » PRIJOW = NECHY » AIRE » WERNER » LOTUS = PATAGONIA » HOMATAT »

DM-DPE ¢ DM-APE~AM=CO , OM=-ABEM~~TE

W
H
{
<
3

W
-
T
ER
R

L ]

Q
U
/|
3
T8

W
&
T
E
R
L]
W
A
T =
E
R

American Whitewater v September/ October1999



[ J
[(E RN R R EE R BN R R R RN R RN RN NN RN ENENENEEEEEENENENENNEENENERENENNENEEENENENEENENERENERENNN.]

chase o the property, challenged logging operations under the

Endangered Species Act, and began seeking National Park status for

theentireCanyon. American Whitewater iscommitted toworkingon

a solution that protects the entire canyon. We are following the

National Park movement with great interest and caution. Look for

Mac Thornton's article for one member's perspective on this issue.
Contact Jason Robertson, Access Director.

8. Chdan River, Washinﬂon

Issue: Relicensing Lake Chelan hydropower project

Chelan Public Utility Districtiscurrently relicensing the Chelan
Lake Hydropower Project. The current license expires in 2004.
American Whitewater isadvocating anannual schedul e of whitewater
flowsin the river below the dam. Studies of thewhitewater resource
have been postponed indefinitely due to ligbility issues. American
Whitewater is working cooperatively with Chelan PUD to find a
mutually agreeable solution to the liability issue.

The Chelan River drops 400 feet between Chelan Lake and the
Columbia River four miles downstream. The bulk of this gradient
occursinthel.5 mile Chelan Gorge. A40foot high dam constructed
at the end of Chelan Lake diverts lake outflows into a 2.2 mile
penstock around the Chelan Gorgeto the powerhouse. Initial recon-
naissance of the 500 foot deep gorge revealed five Class V rapids, one
Class VI and an abundance o Class IV. The Chelan Gorgeistruly a
whitewater cathedral.

Precedent: Whitewater boating is no more dangerous than other
recreational activities such as motor boating typicaly provided at
hydropower reservoirs. Liahility issues must not precludewhitewater
releases. Hydropower operators are required by law to guarantee
public access to the river channel as well as mitigate impacts. An
annual schedule of whitewater releases is necessary to mitigate for

lost paddling opportunities caused by water diversionsfromtheriver.
Contact John Gangemi, Conservation Director, at

$angemi@digisvs.net for further information.

9. North Fork Feather Riveri Cadlifornia

Issue: Hydropower Relicensing

In early June, 1999, American Whitewater conducted a con-
trolled flow study to determine optimum whitewater flows for two
sections on the North Fork Feather River as part d an ongoing
hydropower relicense process. These river sections, anine mile Class
IV-V run and a five mile Class IV reach, are de-watered by the Rock
Creek-Cresta hydropower project operated by PG&E.

Altogether, the North Fork Feather River offers six separate Class
IiI, IV and V whitewater runs encompassing 50 river miles, surely a
paddling meccaworth placing on any destination paddling vacation
(SeeMarch/April 1997 issue). American Whitewater isactively work-
ing to restore the North Fork Feather so that this river evolvesinto
a paddling destination. Under the present hydropower operating
conditions whitewater paddling is severely precluded. Years ago,
Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) engineered a series o reservairs,
pipes, and powerhouses diverting water from virtually every mile of
this 50 mile long river canyon. Flows sufficient for whitewater are
only available during extremely wet storms, typically the winter

Norwood Scott, American Whitewater Regional Coordinator, boofing County
Line Hole on the Cresta section during the controlled flow study in June on
the North Fork Feather River. Photo by John Gangemi

American Whitewater v September/ October1999



TR R R R R R R R R R TR EEE TR R REREEERRERRNRRNRNR RN RN ON NN N NN N NN N NN N EEE NN

monthswhen run-off exceeds the capacity of PG&E's 12 foot diam-
eter pipes and reservoir storage. As one infamous California boater
stated in reference to the North Fork Feather, “PG&E giveth and
PG&E taketh away.”

PG&E operates three FEKC licensed hydropower projectsin the
mainstem o the North Fork Feather River totaling six dams and
seven powerhouses. Two df those projects, Poeand Upper North Fork
Feather recently started the relicensing process. These two projects
contain four reservoirs, four dewatered river channels, and four
powerhouses collectively. The license for the third project, Rock
Creek-Cresta, expired in 1979 but has dragged out the typica five
year relicense process for 19 years.

Precedent: Restoring summer whitewater flows to the six de-
watered reaches o the North Fork Feather will elevate this reach of
the Feather to one of California's premier paddling destinations.
Check American Whitewater's Website www.awa.org for updatesand
opportunities to submit comments

Contact John Gangemi, Conservation Director

10. Chattooga River, GA

e |

Issue: Protecting the River's Wild and Scenic River Status

The Chattooga River is a federally designated Wild and Scenic
River. Assuch, it isafforded some protection from development and
damming. Recently, the Chattooga watershed's wild and scenic
statushasbeen jeopardized by anumber of peoplewith both good and
bad intentions. Our members have seen threats from devel opment,
raised concerns about logging, questioned new parking fees, worried
about the safety of proposed commercial inflatable trips on Section
IV, and most recently protested the temporary damming o theriver
to recover the body o a drowned hiker. American Whitewater has
tracked all of these issues, and we are very concerned that they
threaten the river's wild and scenic status.

American Whitewater and several outfitters on the Chattooga,
including the Nantahala Outdoor Center (NOC), have joined a suit
with the Forest Serviceto prevent developmentand support our right
o navigation on the West Fork o the Chattooga. When it became
clear thethat USFSwasgoing toimposefeeson the Chattoogaunder
FeeDemo we provided adviceon thestructure d thefeesystem; these
proposal swereimplemented and created oned thefairest systemsin
the country.

Unfortunately, the drowning of a hiker above Raven Chute has
posed yet another threat to the Chattooga. Though the body was
auickly discovered with the aid of a dive team and camera crew, it
could not be easily recovered. The USFSagreed to let ateam build a
temporary dam on the river diverting water around the drowning
site. In the process of building the dam, the rescuers exposed
themselvesto great risk and also drilled several holes in the bedrock
to seat the dam in place. Ultimately, the dam failed before the body
could be recovered. The parents of the drowned girl did not believe
that every step had beentaken to recover her body and brought strong
political pressuretobear ontherescuersby Senator Strom Thurmond
(SC). Ultimately the USFS agreed to let the rescue team build a
second temporary dam, and, after two months, the remains o the
victim were discovered in an eddy below Raven Chute.

American Whitewater is opening adialoguewith al agenciesand
other interested partiesto establish a policy explaining what will and
won't be done on Wild and Scenic Riversto avoid similar confronta-
tionsin thefuture. Weare concernedabout future recoveries, aswell
as river construction designed to improve safety for others (i.e. the
Left Crack and Sock-em-dogissues o the last few years). To do this,
theissue needstoberemoved from therecent tragedy or elseemotion
will overrulegood decision-making. Weareworking onthis now, and
with the recovery o the body, our chances o avoiding similar
controversieson the Chattooga, or any other Wild and Scenic River,
are much better.

Contact Jason Robertson, Access Director.

11. Electric Utility Deregulationand

derﬁower Reform Lgislation

Issue: River restoration and mitigation funds

In 1992, Congress passed the Energy Policy Act which permitted
restructuring of the electric utility industry. Up until passage o the
act, electric utilities had a regulated monopoly on a designated
territory o electric consumers. Public utility commissions within
individual states set electric rates for these monopolies to protect
consumers and provide a guaranteed rate d return for the utility.
Passage of the act dlowed each state to individualy restructure
utility regulation in a competitive marketplace. In April of 1998
Californiawas the first state to offer a deregulated market to retail
customers. The electric utility industry's public relations campaign
claims deregulation will lower consumer electric rates. In reality,
future electric ratesare uncertain in this new market place.

Electricity costsaside, deregulation marksanuncertainfuturefor
Americas rivers and consequently whitewater boating opportuni-
ties. Because utilities are no longer guaranteed a rate of return, the
profit generated from a30year of hydropower licenseisuncertain. As
aresult, hydro operators are reluctant to commit funds to mitigate
project impactsontheriver resource. Thisattitude ultimately mani-
festsitself in decreased flowsfor river restoration and whitewater.

The electric utility industry has developed a legislative agenda
designed to "reform" the licensing processfor hydropower projects.
Inreality thisisastreamlinedlicensingprocess, allowing the utilities
to bypasstheenvironmental restrictions and review procedures. The
utility industry claims the reforms are necessary to reduce costs
associated with licensing projects and to eliminate duplicate and
conflicting requirements. In contrast, the Hydropower Reform Coa
lition of which American Whitewater is a founding member, sees
agency and publicinvolvement asacritical component of the envi-
ronmental review process. The costs associated with relicensing are
minor relative to the profits from hydro generation on the public's
rivers. American Whitewater is working to maintain public and
agency input on the utility relicensing process.

Precedent: The hydropower industry has been spearheading elec-
tric restructuring. This new market place must not change the
industry's obligation to mitigate impacts caused by project opera-
tions. Legidative changesto thelicensing processare not necessary.
Increased funding for regulatory agencies and enhanced communi-
cation will do far more to expedite the relicensing process.

Contact John Gangemi, Conservation Director.

12. Upper Yough, PA

Issue: Sale 0f power plant |imits recreational flows; DNR imposes
fees.

Sithe Energy consortium purchased the power plant that pro-
vides water for the Upper Yough. The prior owner reduced coopera-
tionwith paddlersto thebare minimumwhilethesalewasnegotiated
in order to increase the apparent value o the facility. American
Whitewater has succeeded in getting the Maryland Department o
Natural Resources (DNR) to review the sale. We are urging the
Maryland DNR to require the power company to addresstheissuesd
supplemental releases, encourage cooperation with private boaters
and rafting companies by announcing releases, and also opening
channels  communication with the paddling community.

As representatives o the paddling community in the origina
agreement, American Whitewater earned the support of boaters to
follow through with this negotiation.

American Whitewater has also been working with the Maryland
DNR regarding the new fees at the Upper Yough put-in, and the
possible development of an alternative take-out.

Contact: Steve Taylor [taylor@hoss.stx.com] or Mac Thornton
[potomacgorge@compuserve.com].
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13. New River Drﬁ WV

Issue: Access & obtaining recreational releases

Wouldn't it be great if the consummate play run in the state of
West Virginia, the"Drys" section o the New River, would run in the
summer? Wl guess what? It just might, thanks to a grass roots
effort, American Whitewater, and the help of the American Heritage
Rivers Initiative (AHRI).

The"Drys" section of the New River islocated below the Hawk's
Nest Dam in Ansted and ends in the town of Gauley Bridge. Dave
Garciasaid, "There's notaplay runin WV that beatsit, and theshuttle
isnohasse.” It extendsfor six milesof ClassIII-IVwater that cantake
aslittleas 45 minutesor aslong asfour hoursto paddle, depending
on how hard you play. It'salso asplendidly scenic section of river that
boasts 50-foot cascadingwaterfalls, a100-foot high canyon, anatural
arch, and a diversity o fish and wildlife.

Project: Water for the New River Drys is spearheading the
campaign for releases. The group is lead by Tim Day and Patrick
Myers, two local boaters that asked,"Wouldn't it be cool if we could
have water on the Drysin the summer." Instead of blowingthe dam,
they took somevital stepsto get thewhole process going. First, they
got a gauge placed on the river and increased awareness among
boaters and loca townspeople. Then, President Clinton designated
the New River asoneof ten American Heritage Riversin thecountry:
this designation opened up al kinds o doors. The AHRI wasformed
to preserve historical and cultural aspectsd ariver system, maintain
protection of avital natural resource, and spur economic growth, as
well aseducation andtraining. Asafacilitator for theAHRI said, " This
is exactly the type of project that this program was designed for."

Project: Water for the Drysis also currently working on creek
cleanups in the region. Mill Creek and Laurel Creek (featured in

WHERE THERE'S THUNDER..,

—THERE’'S i

G

Falling Down) are both in desperate need of attention. The cleanups
will consist of getting all fallen wood and trash out of the creeks as
well as making atrail system for boaters, hikers, and fishermen. If
these guys continue being successful, we may actually be looking
forward to a"Drys' season next summer.

If you have any questions or comments on the efforts of Project:
Water for the New River Drysor if you just want toget involvedin the
cause, you can contact Tim Daly at (304) 757-8571.

14. South Fork of the South Plattg CO

Issue: Access & landowner conflicts

Landowners have erected barriers along the South Fork of the
South Platte River, thereby forcing boaters to get out and portage,
and opening boaters up to criminal trespass charges. The loca
District Attorney'sregularly throw out thesecases, but thelandowner's
behavior haschilled river usesubstantially. Thisriver wascited more
in River Accessreports mailed to Ken Ransford than any other river
in the United States. American Whitewater's Jay Kenney has repre-
sented two groups of arrested boaters, getting thechargesdroppedin
each case.

Contact Jay Kenney at jaypkk@aol.com

15 _Stony Creek, PA

Issue:  Water releases from Quemahoning Dam

The Stonycreek river canyon is a Class III run with over 100
hydraulicsand surfing wavesin awide range of sizesand configura-
tions. Over the past ten years, even without a reliable flow release
schedule, it hasbecomearegular destination for western and central
Pennsylvania kayakers and canoeists. With reliable water, the
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Stonycreek will draw alarge population of playboaterswith a diver-
sity of skill levelswithout becoming overcrowded, a problem com-
mon to riverswith only afew play spots.

Efforts to obtain recreational releases from Manufactures Water
Co., the owner o Quemahoning Dam, have been underway for more
than a decade. Thisyear the dam will be sold to a public authority
formed by Cambriaand Somerset countieswith thestated purpose of
enhancing recreation and tourism.

American Whitewater has been assisting local efforts since the
sale d thedam first became a possibility. Weactively campaigned for
the countiesto become the new owner. With thechangein control o
the Quemahoning Dam, American Whitewater and the Benscreek
CanoeClub (BCC)areseizing thisopportunity toestablishscheduled
whitewater releases on this unique resource.

Currently, American Whitewater is proposing feasibility and con-
trolled flow studies of releasesfrom the Quemahoningreservoir. The
purpose d these releases is to determine the optimum flow, the
capacity and frequency of releases, and the resulting economic and
environmental benefits. In addition towhitewater recreation oppor-
tunities, reliable recreational releases from the Quemahoning Dam
will a so provide economical opportunitiestothelocal non-paddling
community and compliment efforts to restore water quality and a
fishery on the Stonycreek River.

If you are interested in helping with this project, or would like
moreinformation, please contact Scott Cuppett, Regional Coordina-
tor, 134 Pine Dr. Johnstown, PA 15905,814-288-2608,814-269-2998
(fax) email: Cumett@JST.ctc.com

16. Housatonic Riveri Connecticut

Issue: Hydropower Relicensing

Connecticut Light and Power are in the process d relicensing

"FEEL THE TEUNDER!" [l

Rick Gusic's latest film, *Silent Thunder; The Legend of Team € i rolling scross !l'rE";:I:lIJI'I'I.I.'r'.

and the accolades are pouring in:

-Winner of three awards at the National Paddling Film Festival, including Best of

Show

-Winner of the "Humor" category at the Canadian Water Walker Film Festival

The Legend of Team C:

From the director of Spreadingthe Disease comes a new whitewater paddling video that
provides an in-depth look at ateam of paddlers that most of the paddling world wouldn't touch
in amillion years. Ateam of kayakers that checked their ego at the door long, long ago. The
result? A few laughs, a couple of interviews, and footage of an elite group of skilledto moder-
ately skilled boaters taking their shot at fame by throwing themselves up against some of the

best whitewater in the country and getting brutalized.

The Rivers

North Fork of the Blackwater, WVA, Green Narrows, NC, The Big South, QO, The Gauley, WVA,
The Russel Fork, KY, Oh Be Joyful Creek, GO, Homestake Creek, GO, Spencer Heights of the

Cache, OO, The Narrows of the Cache, CO, Tallulah Gorge, GA, The Rouge, Canada, Clear Creek,
QO, Gore Canyon, GO, The Bottom Moose, NY, The East River, GO, The North Fork of the

South Platte, GO, Tunnel Creek, CO, The Casselman (high water), PA

Available now at paddling stores across the country,
at www.immersionresearch.com, or call 814-395-9191
Visa and Mastercard accepted. §27.95+353.00 S&H

two hydropower projects on the Housatonic River, Falls Villageand
Bulls Bridge and must submit their license application to FERC in
Fall 1999. Flowsfrom both projectseffectwhitewater boating oppor-
tunities in downstream reaches.

The Housatonic was historically awarmwater fishery. The state
fisheries agency along with loca fishing groups has artificially
propagated a coldwater fishery incapable of tolerating historicwater
temperatures in the Housatonic. The coldwater fishery functions
primarily as a put and take fishery for anglers. The state fishery
agency claimssummer whitewater rel easesraisewater temperatures
above a critical 75 degree threshold for trout. To date, no adequate
studies linking fish mortality to recreational flows have been con-
ducted. Nonetheless, releases from Fall's Village power plant are now
dictated by acombined river and reservoir temperature model greatly
limiting whitewater flowsin the summer. The state fishery agency
advocates use of the temperature model in the new 30 year license.
Dueto fishery budgets that are funded primarily through the sale o
fishing licenses and equipment, the state fishery agency clearly has
aconflictdf interestwith this30 year prescription.. Meanwhile, there
isnoequival entstateagency advocating conditionsfor thewhitewater
community. American Whitewater, along with local paddling clubs
and conservation organizations, will strive for equitable use o the
river resource.

Precedent: Relicensing must be used asan opportunity to balance
resource uses equitably. Maintenance d non-native fish is unfairly
dominating the relicensing process on the Housatonic. Unfortu-
nately inthecased the Housatonic, thewhitewater community lacks
representation by astate or federal agency with regulatory authority
in the process. Recognition of whitewater recreation as a beneficia
usein state water quality planswill grant regulatory representation
through 401 water quality certifications.

Contact John Gangemi, Conservation Director.

Hey Kids! Brian Joly
Says,

'Watch me get
brutalized!"
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17. River Modifications

Issue: Altering river channels for fishery enhancement

Channel alteration continues to threaten river integrity at a
myriad of sitesacrossthe country. Thesetreatmentsarefor the most
part benefiting those advocating the alteration, and arethe source of
many of theanthropocentric symptoms plaguing our nation'srivers;
e.g.; flooding, bank erosion, and aquatic habitat loss. Furthermore,
the treatments prescribed generally focus on the symptom rather
than curing the disease leading to theimpact. Inaddition, thesum of
thetreatmentsoften resultsin significant cumulative impactstothe
river.

Thisapproach is particularly evident on the Y ellowstone Riverin
Montana. Following thefloodsd 1997, residentsal ongthe Yellowstone
continueto armor banks, re-route the river channel, and construct
dikes to avoid future flooding. Individually, these treatments have
minute impacts on a river ecosystem the size d the Yellowstone.
Collectively, these alterations have a devastating impact on river
habitat and ultimately exacerbate flooding.

State and federal agencies are increasingly using artificial large
woody debris (LWD)structuresto improve fishery habitat degraded
by poor land use practices and, ironicaly, past fish management
practices. The large logs placed in the channel pose serious safety
hazardsfor whitewater recreationists. In other cases, agency person-
nel areadvocating channel modificationsfor fish passage at naturally
impassable barriers.

Precedent: River modifications disrupt riverine ecological pro-
cesses. Artificial placement d LWD structures rarely results in
habitat improvement for salmonids. The current scientificliterature
does not support used artificial structures. The whitewater boating
community advocates salmon restoration using methods incorpo-
rating a watershed approach and supported by the peer reviewed
scientificliterature. Thefew remaining salmon will not support trial
and error techniques. Furthermore, artificial structures create se-
vere safety hazards for boaters.

Contact John Gangemi, Conservation Director.

18. Kern River, California

Issue: Hydropower licensing and Access Fees

The Kern River has repeatedly been at the forefront of American
Whitewater'sannual Top 40 river issues. The Kernisan outstanding
whitewater resource but the agency responsible for it's oversight
continues to mismanage the resource and offend whitewater user
groups. For example, the Sequoia National Forest (SNF)failed to
require adequate whitewater flowsin therelicensed the Kern River
No. 3 hydropower project. American Whitewater and other conserva-
tionandloca civicgroups successfully appealed for the second time
the SNF flow schedule.

The Kern River offers 85 miles of Class II-V whitewater in the
southern Sierra. In total, there are five FERC licensed hydropower
projects plus an additional multipurpose reservoir regulating flows
in the Kern watershed. To date, two hydropower projects have
received licenses on the Kern River; Kern River No. 1 on the lower
river and Kern River No. 3 on the upper river. American Whitewater
advocated for better flows and access in both relicensings. The
relicensing processfor two other FERC hydro projectsbeginsin late
1999.

On the 18 mile Class Vwildernessrun known as the Forks of the
Kern, the SNF instituted a permit system limiting private useto 15
boaters daily. Based onastudy conducted in 1982, the permit system
was put in place to minimize camping impactsto the river corridor
associated with multi-day trips. At that time, many boaterstookmore
than oneday to run the 26 miles. The mgjority o private usersinthe
1990s view the Forks asa day run. Day use of the river has minimal
impacts, if any, ontheriver corridor. The permit system onthe Forks
needs revision to reflect current use patterns.
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On apositive note for the Kern, American Whitewater, alongwith
grassroots assistance from loca volunteers and other groups, has
convinced the SNF that implementation of a fee system targeting
boaters is unfair. The SNF has instituted a citizens advisory board
that will work with the SNF on river related issues. It is hoped this
board can devel op solutionstothe Forks permitsystem, accessonthe
lower river, and implementation of avolunteer river ranger program
that will target safety education for the non-boating public.

Precedent: The future management picture isimproving on the
Kern due largely to the persistence of local American Whitewater
members directing SNF staff toward a positive model for river
management. The SNF recently dropped a river user fee plan, in-
creased access points on the lower Kern and implemented a citizen
river advisory board. We hope this new river management outlook
will carry over into the SNF's third attempt to write a flow schedule
for the Kern River No. 3 hydropower license. Theflow schedule must
support present whitewater useand be adaptable to futuregrowth in
river sports over the next 30 years.

Contact John Gangemi, Conservation Director.

19. Boundarx Crwki |daho

Issug:  New hydropower project

Continental Lands Inc. filed a preliminary permit to construct a
hydropower generatingfacility on Boundary Creek. The preliminary
permit is the first step toward getting a license to construct the
project. The Boundary Creek hydro project would require diverting
water from asignificant length of a premier kayak run. The loss of
water would also greatly impact bull trout, west slope cutthroat trout
and harlequin ducks. Project construction and operation would
disturb caribou, grizzly bearsand wolves. The kayak season would be
shortened significantly if not completely eliminated. American
Whitewater submitted commentsprotestingthe preliminary permit.

Boundary Creek is situated, as the name implies, on the border
between |daho and Canada. Thisis the quintessential creek run: A
ten-mile paddle with gradients fluctuating between 250 to 375 feet

Dave Friedman exploring the gradient on boundary Creek. Photo by John Gangemi
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per mile. It's described asa single rapid ten milesin length.

Precedent: Based on the natural resourcesat risk the FERC must
not grant a preliminary permit to Continental Lands. Boundary
Creek hydro is unwarranted because there is currently a surplus of
electricity in the Pacific Northwest. Boundary Creek with its associ-
ated species and recreational opportunities are an irreplaceable
resource. American Whitewater will keep members informed on the
status of Boundary Creek viathe Journal and web site.

Contact John Gangemi, Conservation Director.

20. Bear Riveri Southeast |daho

Issue: Hydropower Relicensing

The license applications for three hydropower projects encom-
passing four dams are due in October 1999. The public has been
granted 60 days to file comments on the operating conditions de-
scribed in the applications. Thisisasingular opportunity to restore
flowsto the Bear River including two whitewater runswith regional
significance.

The three projects include the Soda project, Grace/Cove project,
and Oneida project. Both the Grace and Oneida hydropower projects
effect flows on downstream whitewater runs. The Grace project
divertsup to 900 cfsof water from the 6.2 mile Black Canyon section.
ThisClassIV (V)runisonly 2 hoursfrom Salt LakeCity. In most years,
little or no water flowsin the natural river channel. In May of 1997
American Whitewater conducted a controlled flow study to deter-
minetheoptimumflowsfor whitewater (seeJuly/August 1997 issue).
American Whitewater is fighting hard to get these optimum flows
regularly scheduled on an annual basis.

o
.I.‘.

The Oneida project isa peaking hydropower facility. Flows below
Oneida Dam can fluctuate between 250 cfsto 3000 cfsseveral timesin
asingleday. The Oneidareach isanimportant ClassH training ground
ashort drivefrom Logan, Utah. The Utah State University (USU)canoe
club uses the reach regularly. American Whitewater, Idaho Rivers
United and the USU canoe club have requested a schedule of stable
weekend flows of specific magnitude and duration.

Precedent: These relicensings offer a tremendous opportunity to
addsignificant whitewater stretchesinan arid aread thecountry. The
final license applicationsfor al three projects are due in the Fall o
1999. Paddlers are encouraged to write comment letters. American
Whitewater will post the address and instructions for comments on
the web site in October. Visit www.awa.org.

Contact John Gangemi, Conservation Director.

21. Chatt@a, Accessto Section 0, 00, & 1

Issue: Access

The Sumter Land Management Plan will be completed in October
1999. Upon completion of the plan, we will ask the USFS to draft a
River Management Plan addressing boater access to sections 0.00, &
1 o the Chattooga River. At present, these sections are limited to
fishingaccessonly. Optimistically, we're looking at seeing acomplete
river plan in 2003.

Inthemeantime, American Whitewater will propose that the USFS
alow river access between the normal high water period between
December 1% and April 5™ We hope to get limited access for these
dateswithout a complete NEPA EIS review. The major concernsthat
we need to address are: 1) regulating unskilled boaters and inner
tubers, 2) restricting camping, 3) registering river users, and 4)
avoiding conflicts with fishermen. All of these are manageable con-
cerns. Furthermore, limiting access to winter monthswill go along
way to reducing the potential for conflicts with fishermen and use o
the river by unskilled visitors.

Volunteers should send an e-mail to Jason@amwhitewater.org.

22. Increased Motorized Use of Rivers

Issues: Jet Skis, Jet Boats, Safety, Environmental Concerns

Personal Water Craft (PWC) use is growing on lakes and rivers.
Manufacturers are building bigger machines capable of navigating
whitewater rivers. PAVIC use on whitewater rivers will impact river
safety, crowding, environmental health, and wilderness ethics.

PWC use on waterways is facing increased opposition from a
number of diverse sources. The National Park Service recently out-
lawed PAC usein parkunitsunlessitisconsideredfitting for aspecific
area based on enabling legislation, resource protection, other visitor
uses, and broad management objectives. Flaming Gorge eliminated
jet skis declaring that they are not appropriate with the wilderness
designation of the area. Contact: John Gangemi or Dave Jenkins,
American Canoe Association at (703)451-0141, ext. 20.

23. Mokdumne RiverI Cadlifornia

Issue: Hydropower Relicensing and Access

The license for the Mokelumne hydropower project expired in
1975. PG&E has been operating this multi-dam project on annual
licenses sincethat time. Annual licensesgrant the licensee aoneyear
license with the same conditions in the previous 30 to 50 year license.
In many cases these license conditions completely disregard river
resource needs. The license delays on the Mokelumne are largely the
result of PG&E’s own unwillingness to bring their project operations
into compliance with contemporary environmental protection regu-
lations.

American Whitewater has been advocating for an annual schedule
o releases on the four whitewater reaches impacted by this project.
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Until recently, PG&E has declined our requests. The FERC recently
voiced their disapproval o this overdue license. In the subsequent
meeting, American Whitewater urged PG&E to participate in aone
year collaborative process designed to develop new operating condi-
tionsfor the project. Anannual schedule ofwhitewater releasesison
theissuelist in this collaborative.

The popular Electrarun onthe Mokelumne isforeshortened from
asix mileto athree mile novice run due to an unnecessary access
restriction imposed by East Bay Municipality District (EBMUD)at
their downstream reservoir. The multi-purpose reservoir stores
water for hydropower generation aswell as municipal water supply.
EBMUD does not permit human contact with the water yet encour-
agesmotor boat usedf thereservoir andleasesgrazing allotmentson
adjacent lands. The Electra run is probably the most heavily used
novice run in California.

Precedent: Annual licenses are a disincentive for utilities to
commit to therelicense process. Furthermore, annual licensesallow
utilities to continue maximizing profit from a public resource with
little if any mitigation. Annual licenses must includeinterim operat-
ing conditions imposed by the regulatory agencies and stakeholder
groups. Hydro operators must be required to provide free public
access to project lands and waters.

Contact John Gangemi, Conservation Director.

24. Canoeand Kaak Tax

Issue: State Legislation on Fees or Permits

During the past couple of years American Whitewater has ob-
served atrend intheeastern part of the country in effortsto tax boat
owners. Withthehelp o analert boating community, our members,
and other organi zations such astheAmerican CanoeAssociationand
Carolina Canoe Club we have successfully countered several pro-
posed taxes. However, we are spending more and more of our time
fighting boat tax issues. If thistrend continueswewill need more of
your helpinthe future.

In 1999, we successfully defeated proposed taxes in North Caro-
lina, Vermont, Virginia, and Maine. Wewerea sosuccessful inhaving
a boat tax repealed in Arizonal However, we are concerned that we
may see more efforts to tax kayak and canoe ownersin the coming
year.

Update on two billsin North Carolina: SB 499 passed during the
Summer session. As passed, this hill taxes motorboat owners. We
were successful in having provisions dropped that would have taxed
canoe and kayak owners. This was a major victory for everyone
involved.

Though the boating community initially supported asecond hill,
SB 368, we withdrew our support at the last minute because several
amendments were added in the closing hours o the session. One of
these amendments included a license fee for paddlers who used
Wildlifeaccessareas. Becauseitwaslatein thelegislativesession, we
werenot ableto evaluatethechanges. The Carolina Canoe Clubasked
the bill's sponsor to either stop action on the hill or to kill the
measure. Originally, SB 368 would have given the state Department
of Transportation (DOT)theability to designate DOT owned property
near a road as a public access to ariver.

Senator Wib Gulley choseto halt action on SB 368and toarrange
meetings over the next year for interested parties including the
Carﬁl [ r;)al |Canoe Club, DOT, and Wildlifeto discuss the issues raised
in the bill.

Thankstoall of youwhowrote letters, sent e-mail, or made phone
callsonthesetwo piecesd legislation. Anda VERY SPECIALTHANKS
to Carolina Canoe Club member and American Whitewater Regional
Coordinator Cleo Smithfor hiswork on these two bills. We could not
have madeit through thisyear without his diligence and hard work!

Contact Cleo Smith, 919-755-1290 [clesmith@hotmail.com] or
Bob Brueckner [rjbrueckner@mindspring.com] for more informa-
tion.

25. Navigabhilit

Issue: State Legislation Modifying Navigability Laws

American Whitewater has been at the forefront in protecting
navigability rights in America for the past several years. In 1998
alone, wesuccessfully opposed reductions in your navigability rights
in Arkansas, Oregon and Montana with the help o our regional
coordinators and affiliates. Our activitieshaveal so paved theway for
aproductive year in 1999 in which existing rights developing from
case law should be clarified in legislation to the benefit of boaters,
swimmers, fishermen, ranchers, and commercial outfitters.

Update on Oregon's navigability activities: In an event that re-
ceived muchfanfare, Shannon Carroll kayaked off the 76-foot Sahalie
waterfall in Oregon on July 31% 1998, setting the world free-fall
kayaking record. Shannon's feat dramatically demonstrated the
extreme edge of actual navigability.

Three months|ater, in October 1998, afisherman wasarrested in
Oregonfor trespassing as hewalked al ong the banks o the John Day
River. The casewas dismissed. However, the judge has been asked by
the Northwest Steelheaders Association to issue a determination of
navigability on thisriver.

Thefirst case demonstrates the strength of Oregon's navigability
law, and the second demonstratesitsweaknesses. Currently, only ten
rivers are navigable under Oregon law. The State owns the beds of
theseriversandthepublichasaright tofloat, wade, fish,and recreate
within the normal high water mark.

The remainder of Oregon's non-navigablerivers and streamsare
subject to a floatage easement. This easement is based on the
argument that moving surface watersare held in common under the
Public Trust and are not subject to private ownership. Boaters are
clearly allowed tofloat down non-navigablerivers. Though the right
to portage, wade, fish, or make incidental contact with the beds or
banksis unclear.

Private threats to public recreation rights comelargely from two
areas: land rights activists who fear prescriptive easements, and
landowners that fear liability. Both fears are unfounded. Oregon's
recreational usestatute absolveslandownersfrom liability for al but
the most extreme hazards. Additionaly, the permissive recreational
use o land does not create an easement, and public rights of
ownership are protected.

During the 1999 legidlative session, Oregon's senate reviewedthe
Oregon River Access Bill (SB 832) that clarifies public recreation
rightsonthestate'swaters. Jason Robertson helped draft muchof the
language in this bill and made sure that it formalizes boaters' rights
to 1) float down any tributary capable of supporting a boat and 2)
alows recreational usesincident to boating (i.e., swimming, wading,
picnicking, fishing).

If passed, this bill will have several major impacts on navigability
and recreational usein America. First, it will allow boatersto float,
scout, and portage any river. Second, it will bolster the region's
existing laws that are under siege from internal threats by the
livestock and agricultureindustry. Third, it will createanew bench-
mark for recreational use statutes throughout the country. And
fourth, it will support a movement to define navigability based ona
river's capacity for recreational use.

American Whitewater is one of more than 18 organizations that
have joined to form the River Recreation Rights (RRR) coalition in
Oregon in support o this hill. This coalition is unique in that
fishermen, boaters, conservationists, and hunters are working to-
gether to supply everyone with the opportunity to use Oregon's
waters for recreation. In a somewhat unusual move, we have even
hired a lobbyist, Phil Donovan, to increase the odds that this or
another hill supporting the public right of navigation will be passed
in the next legislative session.

For more information contact: Jody White [jwhite@peak.org],
Willamette Kayak & Canoe Club Conservation Chair; or Keith R.
Jensen [acks@teleport.com], American Whitewater Regional Coor-
dinator
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26. Cheoah RiverI North Carolina 28. '| onn's Creeki VA

Issue: Hydropower Relicensing

Current Issue: Tapoco, Inc., asubsidiary of Reynolds Aluminum,
iscurrently relicensing aseries of hydropower projectson the Little
Tennessee River and Cheoah River. Santeetl ah Reservoir storeswater
originally destined for the Cheoah River, an8.5 mileClassIV (V)run.
Thissection has rarely been paddied.

Two political obstacles stand in theway o establishing an annual
schedul eofwhitewater releasesinthe Cheoah; lakefront homeowners
and misapplication of the Endangered SpeciesAct. Homeownersfear
whitewater releases will lower pool levels in Santeetlah Reservoir.
The whitewater community does not advocate an annual release
schedule that impactsflatwater recreation onthereservoir. Releases
can be designed to meet desired pool elevation targets.

The junaluska salamander, an endangered species, has been
recorded on one occasion in the river channel below Santeetlah
reservoir. Tapoco claims their project operations (dewatering the
channel to five cfs) have enhanced the habitat for the junaluska
salamander. According to Tapoco, whitewater releases or any change
in the present five cfs flow regime will degrade junaluska habitat.
However, Tapoco has conveniently overlooked thefact that construc-
tion of Santeetlah reservoir eliminated significant junaluskahabitat.
Furthermore, current project operations significantly impact fish
and other aquatic speciesin the8.5 mile de-watered reach. Maintain-
ing degraded conditionsfor asinglespeciesat theexpense d anarray
of other speciesiscounterproductiveto the Endangered SpeciesAct.

Precedent: This relicensing isthefirst in aseriesof relicensings
in the southeast. Familiarizing ourselves with the relicensing pro-
cess, identifying the key agency personnel and advocating river
restoration will greatly enhance outcomes on the Cheoah River and
other rivers due for hydropower relicensing.

Contact John Gangemi, Conservation Director, or Rod Baird at
RodBaird@compuserve.com

27. New Dam Congruction

Issue:  Hydropower, Flood Control, and Pork

While many proclaim the era of big dams to be over, and
progressives look to remove uneconomical and unwanted dams
acrossthecountry, afew riverscontinueto bethreatened by proposed
new dams.

It seemsironicthat while many arelooking to rip damsout, some
legislators and devel opers (oftenthe same people) still see new dams
as a good way to make their fortune. And unfortunately for those
living in Cdlifornia, many of these dam supporters seem to have
migrated to that part of the country. The June 1999 Cafed environ-
mental report calls for construction of twelve new dams. Cafed isa
multi-year effort by 16 state and federal agenciesto address restora-
tion d the Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay Delta. On a parallel course
with Calfed, the California Water Plan seeks to forecast the state's
future water needs. The draft document for this plan proposes
building or enlarging 57 dams. River conservation groups are cur-
rently in negotiations over the final plan.

Precedent: The Calfed processwasinitiated torestoreriver reaches
impacted by dams and water withdrawals. Mitigation plans for dam
impacts must never include new dam construction asasolution. The
CaliforniaWater Plan overestimates thefuture demand for water and
power as well as overlooking the significance o water and power
conservation.

Contact John Gangemi, Conservation Director, or Friends of the
River at (916) 442-3155.

Issue: Trespassing & Access

Whitewater boaters have been paddling John's Creek for 20 years
and thelocal loreisfull of storiesabout conflictswith landowners.
Whether fact or fiction, thestoriesbecame reality when alandowner
recently charged a boater with trespassing for floating on the river.

The landowner later told the judge that when the boater came
through the falls he looked over at him and smiled. The landowner
told him to stop but the boater headed on down the river. An officer
was called to the American Whitewater parking lot just downstream
and also told the boater to stop, but the boater paddled around the
bend. Later the boater turned himself in. Three monthslater hewas
triedin criminal court,found guilty, given asuspended sentence, and
fined $50.

The kayaker's trespass was partially precipitated by American
Whitewater's purchase of a take-out on this popular run. We had
purchased thelandwhenthetraditional accesssitewassold toaplant
nursery. We were able to purchase the property with the generous
helpand support of Lynn Aycock, Liz Garland, the Coastal Canoeists,
Float Fishermen, and other members who wanted to ensure that
fishermen and boaters could access the river safely and legally.

During the boater's trial, the landowner clamed to own the
riverbed and haveaKingsGrant giving himtitletothewater. AKings
Grant island that was given to a colonist prior to the Revolutionary
War. These grants often included broad language deeding ownership
of everything from thebirdsin thesky, tothefishintheriver. Under
one interpretation, a Kings Grant could prevent the public from
touching the streambed, the rocks, or even the water.

However, American Whitewater has recently completed our re-
search onthisissue and discovered that the landowner'sdeed in this
case only extends to the water's edge and that no trespass occurred.
American Whitewater working closely with river users, neighboring
landowners, and law enforcement officialsto address concernsabout
courtesy, trespassing, and public rights of navigation in order to
prevent future conflicts over the public's right to float this fantastic
river. While we respect the landowner's right to limit scouting and
portaging on their property, we will be working to correct an
inaccurate interpretation of the restrictions imposed by this grant.
Please refrain from running John's Creek while this issue is being
resolved in the courts.

Contact Jason Robertson, AccessDirector.

" ol &
Merced River. CA. Photo by Rich Bowers

'
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29. Merced River, CA

Issue: Access & Conservation on a Wild & Scenic River

Yosemite National Park is drafting the Wild and Scenic River
Management Plan (RMP) for the Merced. The RMP provides an
invaluable opportunity for usto protect thisbeautiful riverwhilealso
ensuring that the public will be allowed to enjoy its rivers.

You can help by writing to Superintendent Albright, Y osemite
National Park, PO Box 577, Y osemite, CA 95389. Explain that you are
amember o American Whitewater, and ask to haveyour name added
to the mailing list.

The primary management goa under the Wild & Scenic RMP
should belimitingimpacts totheenvironment while simultaneously
managing theriver to protect opportunities for river recreation. The
conservation goals are well represented and will guide the manage-
ment process; therefore most of our commentsare addressed specifi-
caly towards thesecondary issue of river accessfor non-commercial
whitewater boaters. Thefull text o our commentsisavailableon our
Website at www.awa.org/mercedcomments.

Our commentsspecificallyaddresstheissuedf navigahility, safety,
appreciation for wilderness, development o skills, and thegrowth of
thesport. We recommend managing thefollowing river ssgmentsfor
boating-oriented recreation opportunities:

On Jason Robertson's last visit to the Park, in May 1999, a Park
Ranger explained that the river was "not navigable" and therefore
illega to run. Our research indicates that this statement was at the
very least misleading, if not entirely inaccurate. Severa of our
members have reported similar contacts with Park personnel and
have asked American Whitewater to address thisissue.

Under Cdlifornia's Constitution, al rivers and waterways in the
state, including thosein Y osemite, arein fact navigable. The courts
haveruled that non-commercial accessforsmall craft such ascanoes
or kayaks may not generally be limited even for purposes d river
"safety” such as high water closures.

However, thePark ispermitted certain management responsibili-
tiesthat supercede thestate'srightsunder the Property Clausedf the
United States Constitution. The Property Clause alows the Park
Service to regulate conduct on non-federal land when reasonably
necessary to protect adjacent federal property or navigable waters.

The Park does not haveaclear right to ban canoeing or kayaking
outright on any segment of a Wild and Scenic River unless these
activitieswill "substantially interfere" with other usersor the unique
attributes that led to the segment's inclusion under the Act. Whileit
may be appropriate to limit overall access, limitations should be
based on clearly defined and documented impacts, aswell asresource
protection goals. If the Park determines that whitewater use will
substantially interferewith the management of the resourcefor its
wild, scenic, or recreational attributes, then we would support
moderate [imits on access to protect the resource.

When you write to the park, ask for the river managersto clarify
their position ontheissuedt navigability and theextent of limitations
on use in the Merced Wild & Scenic RMP. Also ask about the extent
o current limitson non-commercial canoeing and kayaking on the
Merced and for a map o the river corridor in the RMP showing
existing trails, parking areas, viewing platforms, and other areas of
human usage related to the river.

Contact Jason Robertson, Access Director

30. Potomac River, MD/VA

Issue: Access & Conservation

Local kayakers have been meeting regularly with park authorities
andfireand rescue personnel for thelast year in the Potomac Gorge
Safety and Protection Group (PGSPG).These groupsare cooperating
on river safety, education, volunteer clean ups, trail work, and related
issues.

Theinformal meetings have been hosted by the Park Serviceasa

Potomac River, MA. Photo by Rich Bowers

means d improving communication and examining ways in which
the boating community can police themselvesin this popular park.
During the course of our meetings we have been able to addressthe
common prejudicesthat boaters and law enforcement officials have
regarding safety and the use of motorized rescue boatson the river.
This hasprovided an invaluable opportunity to educate each other
about etiquette and expectations, while developing collegia friend-
ships between these previously adversarial relationships.

Though thisisawin-winsituation we haveincluded it in our Top
40 river issues becauseit highlightsthe steps that might betaken on
other publicly managed rivers with conflicts between law enforce-
ment agenciesand the boatingcommunity such asthe Kern Riverin
Cdlifornia

Contact Jason Robertson, Access Director.

31. Hydro L iability

Issue: Liability & obtaining recreational flows from hydropower
projects

Injust onemoreexampled how the hydropower industry appears
to be avoiding their responsibilities to rewater Americas rivers, the
Chelan County Public Utility District (PUD) in Washington state,
wrotealetter in May to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC)requestingadirective regarding afeasibility study for releas-
ing recreational flows on a dewatered river section. Their concerns
include the public's ahility to navigate difficult whitewater and the
company's liahility if an injury were to occur. Citing Ravenscroft v.
Washington Water Power, 969 P.2d 75 (Wash. 1998), the utility
claims that re-watering a four mile bypass channel constitutes an
artificial condition for which their company bears liability.

However, the Ravenscroft decision should not be interpreted in
this way. The case cites four elements from the recreational use
statute necessary to exempt theland or water owner fromthestatute:
[11 knowledgeof a“[2] dangerous[3] artificial |4] latent conditionfor
which warning signs have not been conspicuously posted...” The
issue Chelan County PUD isconcernedwith iswhether the water they
release would be considered artificial, eliminating the immunity
from liability the statute provides. Thus, the utility is reluctant to
release water flowsfor the purpose of recreation.
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American Whitewater and other national organizations such as
the Mountaineers and Friends of the River do not support this
interpretationdf thelaw. Asaresult, American Whitewater's staff and
board of directors have volunteered to serve as expert witnesses
defending the power companies against liability claims based on
releasing water for purposes of conservation or recreation. We
believe that the element of "latency” can easily be made patent
through reasonable steps and thereby enable a power company to
retain the protections of a recreational use statute while allowing
recreational flows.

Though theinitial concerns regarding liability were raised in by
Chelan County PUD, several other companies, including Pacific Gas
& Electric in Cdlifornia, have suggested that this issue needs to be
resolved before they allow any further releases.

Please contact Jason Robertson at Access@amwhitewater.org if
you can volunteer to provide legal assistance on thissubject.

32. Middle Fork & Main Salmon River
Manegement Plan

Issue:  Access & Wilderness Management

Last year we wrote that the Forest Service had prepared a Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)for the Frank Church River
of No return Wilderness. Thiswildernessincludes the Middle Fork
and Main Salmon Riversin Idaho. The preferred alternative cut river
accesssignificantly. Theboating community spokeout loudly against
the preferred alternatives in the DEIS and encouraged the USFSto
releasea Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS).As
theTop40listisgoingto press, we havelearned that the SEISisal so
going to the printers. The USFS has prepared five new alternatives,
including one that was drawn directly from American Whitewater's
comments. Itisimportant that you comment onthenew SEIS, since
the Forest Supervisors will examine your letters to select the best
elementsfor the fina management decision. The deadline for com-
ments has been tentatively set for Dec 1.

Senator Frank Church, the namesake for this wilderness area,
observed that "It was not the intent of Congress that wilderness be
administered in so stringent a manner asto needlessly restrict their
customary public use and enjoyment. Quite the contrary. Congress
fully intended that wilderness should be managed to allow its use by
awide spectrum of Americans." American Whitewater believes that
the Frank Church Wilderness shoul d be managed for wildernesswith
reasonable opportunitiesfor solitude aswell asopportunities tovisit
the Middle Fork and Main Salmon.

Call 208-756-5100 and ask the Salmon - Challis National Forest
for a copy d the SEIS and the opportunity to comment on this
document.

Contact Paul Delaney, Northwest Whitewater Association, at
pwd@thefuture.net.

h Bowars
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Green River

33. Green
River, NC

Issue: Landowner
conflicts and Access

In1998landownersno-
tified American
Whitewater of their inten-
tion to close accessto the
Green River along Big
Hungry  Creek at
Gallimore Road. They
posted "No trespassing"
and "No Parking" signs
along their property,

threatened to tow cars, and dug a ditch through State Lands to
prevent parking. American Whitewater hasbeen working closely with
the owners and North Carolina's Fish and Wildlife Agency in an
attempt to reopen this area.

At present, the ownersallow boatersto park on their property for
$5/day or $3/morning. There is also free parking along Big Hungry
road, and there are still 3-4 spacesat the end of Gallimore. American
Whitewater and our regional coordinators continueworkingwith the
landowners to address their concerns and ensure an easing o ten-
sionsinthisarea. Please respect thelocal community when you visit
the Green River.

Contact Chris Bell at bell@unca.edu

Upper Ocoee. TN. Photo by Rich Bowers

34. UEEer Ocoee

Issue: River Flow, Economics & Future Improvements

Tennessee's Upper Ocoee, the site of the 1996 Olympic Slalom
event, has been on American Whitewater's Top 40 list for severa
years. Last yearwas thefirstyear of scheduledwhitewater releaseson
thissection of theriver. It wasanticipated that these releases would
translateinto more paddling days, less crowding for the downstream
middle Ocoee and a better venue for the annual Ocoee Whitewater
Festival and Rodeo. Water is released due to commercial outfitters
paying for it. Thank them the next time you paddle this section.

Whileit may have been over zealousto expect all of thisto happen
in the first year, the new run (for recreational boaters) came very
close to expectations. What was demonstrated, inarguably, is the
exceptional value of the Upper Ocoee for whitewater and local
economics. According to the US Forest Service, nearly 2,500 people
participated or viewed the Ocoee Rodeo this summer, the largest
attendance by far since the Olympic slalom and downriver events.

In the coming months, American Whitewater will be working
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with agencies, outfitters, private boaters and the Tennessee Vdley

Authority (theagency that controls flow to this river segment) to

leverage additional whitewater releases from these statistics, and

increase boating days on this outstanding whitewater resource.
Contact Jayne Abbot 828-645-5299.

35. Swan RiverI M ontana

Issue: Loss of river access due to sale of hydropower lands

Access to thessite of the annual Bigfork Whitewater Festival on
the Swan River's Wild Mile is threatened by the sale o the loca
hydropower project. Hydro developers, attracted to the gradient in
the same mile long section of the Swan for different reasons,
constructed aflumeand powerhouseat theturn of thecentury. The
current license for the historic project expires in October, 2002.
PacifiCorp, the project owner, isattempting to liquidate this hydro-
power facility. Thus far, no other hydropower operators have indi-
cated any interest in owning this project duetothelow power output
coupled with annual maintenance costs and long term repairs
necessary. PacifiCorp al so ownsan additional 400 acressurrounding
thereservoirandriver corridor. PacifiCorp intendstosell these lands
at highest market value— devel opablewaterfront lots. Development
o these landswill dramatically alter thewild character now present
along the Swan River and impede access to the river.

Precedent: Utility owned lands adjacent to the reservoir and
impacted river corridor must beincluded in the hydropower project
boundary as mitigation. These lands must not beeligible for sale or
development outsidethat prescribed inthe FERClicense. The public
must be alowed free access to project lands.

Contact John Gangemi, Conservation Director.

36. Per ceptionsof Private & Commercial
Conflicts

American Whitewater generally represents private river runners,
rather than commercial outfitters, on river management issues.
However, the management decisions on a handful of rivers, most
notably on the Colorado through the Grand Canyon, have created a
widespread perception of conflict between private and commercial
river interests. The reality isthat both groups have much more in
common than we differ on, and we share an interest in protecting
Americas rivers and the opportunity to enjoy them safely.

David Brown, Executive Director of America Outdoors, thetrade
association for professional outfitters and guides, emphasized that
private boaters and outfitters have a long history of cooperative
relationshipsintheconservation d river resources. Brown clarified
that, "many users may not realize that private use is actually unre-
stricted on most rivers, where outfitted useisregulated and limited.
Outfitters aresubject tolimitsand someform o regulation on more
than 300 rivers running through state and federal lands. Whereas
private useisregulated onapproximately 17 riversand, inall butone
case, private allocations are effectively equal to or greater than the
allocation to the outfitted public.”

Weat American Whitewater believethat the perception of conflict
isan important issue, which warrants our attention in the coming
year. Many of our successeson rivers such as the Chattooga, Kern,
and South Fork American have comeasadirect result of cooperating
withtheoutfittersto protect therivers. Welook forward to continued
successes on rivers such as the Cheoah and Deerfield.

Contact Jason Robertson, Access Director.

37. Southeadt forest Erotection

Issue: Water quality, land stewardship and recreation impacts

In the past decade, over 100 high capacity chip mills cameinto
the Southeastern United States, each one consuming on average
10,000 acresannually. Over one million acreswere logged |ast year

to supply the chip mills, causing adverse impacts to water quality,
habitat, numerous plant and animal species and recreational oppor-
tunities. In addition, much of the acreage logged for chip millsis
converted to monoculturepine plantations which detract from forest
or water related recreational opportunities. An interagency federal
study was undertaken in August, 1999 to study the regional impacts
of high capacity chip mills and accompanying industrial forestry.

Precedent: Theforests d the Southeastern United States provide
exceptional recreational opportunities. The proliferation o chipmills
inthe Southeastern United States may adversely impact recreational
benefits provided by a healthy forest ecosystem. Prior to further
expansion o high capacity chip millsintheSoutheast aregional study
o the environmental, economic and recreational impacts must be
undertaken from which aunified federal policy isdeveloped based on
clear scientific evidence.

Contact John Gangemi, Conservation Director, or Trevor
Fitzgibbon of Southeast Forest Protection at sefo@hotmail.com for
further information.

38. Lake Fark Gunnisoni CO

Issue: Access & landowner conflicts

Private landowners are placing obstacles in the river designed to
prevent commercial rafting outings. The Colorado River Outfitters
Association (CROA)hashired an attorney well versed in environmen-
tal mattersto represent thecommercial rafters. Ironically, CROA now
lamentsthat it fought the Colorado Stream Safety Act in 1996, a bill
that would have guaranteed river access and the right to portage.
American Whitewater supported that hill, and plansto aid CROA in
their current battles. Though small and rarely paddled, theriver has
exposed Colorado's access problems.

Contact Jay Kenney at jaypkk@aol.com.

39. Cang Fork, TN

Issue: Conservation and Access

The eight miles of Class V-V whitewater in the upper Caney Fork
River islocated in one of the most remote river gorgesin Tennessee.
The river flowson the Cumberland Plateau near Crossville, Tennes-
see. The hardwood forest, challenging rapids, scenic bluffs, side
stream waterfalls, and cavesin the gorge have captured the attention
of conservationists.

Bridgestone-Firestone Company, the primary landowner, has re-
cently donated 4,000 acresto the State of Tennesseeasaconservation
area. The donation includesthe first four miles of whitewater inthe
upper river. Bridgestone-Firestone owns an additional 11,000 acres
containing the lower part of the whitewater section and the Scott's
Gulf Road, an extremely rough take-out road for the whitewater
section. While the gift was very generous, the Scott's Gulf Road has
been closed by Bridgestone-Firestonedue to liability concerns.

The road closure requires paddling an additional nine miles of
relatively flat water to the next access at Dodson Bridge. Thereisan
additional safety concernsincethelower river ischokedin placeswith
saplings that have grown up during dry summer months. The road
closure also impacts the seven-mile Class IV-V Bee Creek run which
ends at the confluencewith the Caney Fork River at the Scott's Gulf
Road access.

Over the next year and a half, Bridgestone-Firestone will decide
how to provide for the long-term preservation of the remaining
property,which could includeaddition tothestate conservationarea.
Wearediscussing optionsfor boating accesswiththecompany. Inthe
meantime, we ask that boater's honor Bridgestone-Firestone's "No
Trespassing" signs for their property. At least one boating party has
been escorted off the property and the company states that they will
fine trespassers. The goodwill of all recreational users including
boaterswill be very helpful in negotiations with the company.

Contact Chuck Estes (estesoak@att.net).
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40. Ohiopyle Falls on the Lower Y oughiogheny, PA

Issue: Gaining access to Ohiopyle Falls

Accessto Ohiopyle Falls hasbeen restricted since the formation of Ohiopyle State Park,
The present park manager has raised the restriction to acriminal offense. Recent feedback
from Park management indicates that restrictions may be lifted if liability concerns can be
addressed.

American Whitewater isdrafting a proposal totest thesuitability of thefallsforwhitewater
enthusiasts. This is the first step to demonstrating that the Falls can be run safely with
minimal management or liability by the State o Maryland.

Contact Barry Tuscano at 724-676-4713, email: TMRI@KISKI.NET
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Public Access Coalition Formed
Only You Can Fight Forest Fees!

Public Access Coalition: A Coalition of the Outdoor Industry,
Conservationists, and Recreationists Dedicated to Preserving Free

Public Access

On August 14, a group of businessmen, environmentalists, recreationists,
and even a congressman gathered together on the geps d the Outdoor
Retailer conventionin Salt Lake to protest access fees on America’s public
lands. They werethereto protest Congressonal Fee Demonstration
authority (ak.a. Fee Demo) and announce the foundation of the Public

Access Coalition.

Jason Robertson, American Whitewater's Access Director and
one of PAC's original founders observed, "I've been writing letters
and talking totheagenciesand our Congressmen for over ayear. Our
concernsabout paying to use public landswere not being addressed
by the agencies at the park or forest level." Virtually every outdoor
interest groupthat | spoketowasexperiencingsimilar problemsand
receiving outraged cals from their members. Doug Hoschek,
Armando Menocal, and | started talking that it didn't makesensefor
al o us to keep reinventing the wheel and wasting our energy
working onthesame problemswith implementation over and again.
And | cametothissamerealizationat thesametimeandsat downand
laid out our goalsfor anational organi zation toaddressour common
concerns and free America's public lands."

The objective of the Public AccessCoalition (PAC)isto preserve
theprincipleof freeaccesstofederal recreation landsand to support
adequate publicfundingfor land, waterways, and habitat protection.
Alternate funding sources may include tax revenues, special funds
such asthe Land and Water Conservation Fund, or reasonable, non-
discriminatory, non-exclusionary fees. Congress will soon decide
whether the fee demo program, currently limited to afew hundred
projects, becomes a permanent financing mechanism and expands
to reach al potential fee opportunities. The coalition does not
advocate for the complete elimination of all feeson public lands, but
seeks to prevent fees-for-service or pay-to-play from becoming
mechanismsfor funding the needs of our forests and parks.

Atarecent meetingwith Jim Lyonsthe head of the Forest Service,
Doug Hoschek, the man who invented the name Polar Fleece™,
explained the problem with Fee Demo. He suggested comparing the
original intent of Fee Demo to makingan offering at church, "When
we, the public, wereoriginally asked to support these fees, we did so
because we knew that our temples, our forest and parks, needed our
help. Congress kept cutting funding; and the Forest and Park
Servicesdidn't have enough money to maintainthefacilities. Sothey
asked for our help andwe hel ped out. Congressoriginally told usthat
this was a 3-year project and wouldn't replace federal funding; but
thetruthisthat Congresskeepsextending FeeDemoandisreplacing

federal fundswith gatefees. Everyone knowsthat when you makean
offering at church, thisisvoluntary, and often for aspecific project.
But Congress is saying you must pay without sharing any real
information on the cost o the project or an honest answer about
when this test will be ended. This iswrong."

Contrary to some beliefs, Fee Demo cannot be used for acquiring
more public lands and is not a method for expanding our National
Parksor preventing our forestsfrom beinglogged. Instead, thesefees
arebeing used for maintenance, law enforcement, and thecollection
of additional fees.

Robertson characterized thefeesasatax, "Accordingto Congress
own records, virtually everyone, more than 80% of the population,
visit our public lands every year. We already pay for the privilege of
visiting our parks and forests through our income taxes, and we
shouldn't betaxed asecond time because Congresswon't dotheright
thing and fund them directly." Robertson added, "It's even worse
whenforest managersactually set discriminatory feesor believefees
areajustifiableway of keeping some peoplefrom being abletoafford
visiting local parks, hunting and fishing, or canoeing and kayaking
on the streams."

At press time, our steering committee has aready grown to
include Patagonia, American Whitewater, the AccessFund, the Utah
Environmental Congress, NeptuneM ountaineering, Kelty,and many
more.

Armando Menocal, founder of the Access Fund for climbers,
noted that the following congressional representatives from both
parties support ending Fee Demo: Peter A DeFazio (D-OR), Mary
Bono (R-CA),Wally Herger (R-CA),and Lois Capps (D-CA).Menocal
encourages everyone to help PAC by calling to expressyour support
for ending this project, and by calling your own representativesand
urgingthemtofully fund our agenciesand support theLand & Water
Conservation Fund.

You canfindout moreby visiting the PACWebsite at www.awa.org/
PAC. You, your club, or your business can sign on at the Website or
by calling 301-589-9453.
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H v
Hlver paddler parking lot on Panther Mountain
Road.
Suggested Donation: $5 per boat (all proceeds
a er support the W.VA. RiversCoalition
Boat Shuttle Courtesy of:
*ClasslV River Runners

o
*USA Raft
*Wes Virginia Rivers Coalition
* American Whitewater
Shlm Shuttlefor boatsonly — boatersmugt ill hike
thetrail. Norafts (Sorry!)

Every Saturday and Sunday of Gauley Season!
Schedule: Sturday, 3 to 6 pm, Sunday, 1 to

4 pm., Shuttlerunsevery 20 minutes,
Takeout at Mason Branch 112 milebelow
Swved's Fallsto WVRC/American Whitewater

Boatt
. . Address 4 Obs I I I i
Ifyou had trouble getting totheriver, letus Ciy e 101 mliggglonrgc“;ienrb??algcljnt%gfr;kri)r?ét:gclggs
know. Use this form to report access prob- ' 402 Fence, wire, or treeon river blocking access
lemssothat AW canconvincelegislatorsand =] 4,03 Posted no trespassing sign
governmentauthoritieswhereandwhenriver ! 404 Vehicle towed, ticketed, or vandalized
access isaproblem. If you have met an irate Landowner/Agency/Sheriff contact (if known) 405 Threats or acts of violence
i - iddi Name
landowner, noticed signs forbidding access, Address 5. Closures Rivers closed that were onoe open
orwerestopped by alandowner, barbedwire City etc 5.01 Closed by private landowner
fenceoralockedgate, tell usaboutitonthis Phone 5.02 Closed by government agency
form. If several hoaters are arrested or in- e-mal 50201  Federa
volved, only oneformshoul d befilled out per _ _ 50202 State
incidentnamingaboateravailablefor future L Trespass. Tickel, warningar arred for: 50203  Locd
tact 101 Trespass on private property 503 High water closure
contact. 102 Trespass on public property
. 1.03 Criminal trespass New access fees
River Sate 1.04 Civil trespass 6.01 Charged by private landowner
. 6.02 Charged by government agency
Date of incident 2 Public Access Closure 6.0201  Federd
' 6.0202  State
Access code categories: List below or circle the fmoll T Deried by fedral aw 60203 Locd
categories, multiple categories are OK. 20102 Doed @ L sevice
20103  Denied by Nat'l Park Service Dam controlled rivers
. - . 202 Denied by state 7.01 Water turned off
Brief description of incident: 203 Denied by local authority 702 Inconsistent flow: too much or too little
2,04 Denied by administrative edict 7.03 No notice of releases
—
3. Injury from man-made obstacles Send to Ken Ransford, 475 SierraVigta, Carbondale, CO
301 Barbed wire or fence 81623, 970-963-6800, FAX 970-963-6700.
302 Low head dam ransford@csn.net

Access Is a constant struggle. The AW Access Committee needs your HIEIJ.
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Have you ever worn a PED that was so
comfortable you forgot you wers wearing it?

You reach and expand, it moves and expands. You
relax, it relaxes. STRETCR NEQOFRENE fabrio

around the arm openings and over the shoulders,
sozbined with Ultra=Soft m 108m; provides
unprecedentsd levels of cOmiort and fit.

the SOLUTION...

You'll almost

. Our fit will survive
our test...vry one onl

Slim “wo bulk” Profile Fox — and $he-geaicst
% VUK P r”E F s pr write OW &t

FaTIET APFRIER Fot. O 1997 RERRANTOPT, TBG. 3 B .

== . = e—
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The Ocoee Rodeo
Aninsiders VIEW...

| e—
By Jayne H. Abbot

October 1998

Tak about not getting to rest on your
laurels— the 1998 Ocoee Rodeo had just
wrapped up successfully, and aready it was
time to begin planning 1999. Here's a look
behind the scenes—inreal time...

Now thisisexciting: Competitorsand spon-
sors want to run the event at the Olympic
course. We can have vendors, food, lots d
parking. Itll be awesome! To fit with the
national schedule of rodeos, we change the
datefrom October to May. | contacttheForest
Service, Park Service, Whitewater Center:
They are all ecstatic. No problemswith per-
mits. | can't say enough good thingsabout the
officids in this area of the country. Water is
secured from TVA who controls this dam-fed
river. They waver on providing apractice day,
and in late February, the Slalom Team Trials
are moved to the Ocoee eliminating any
chancesd an extraday. It'll bean interesting
competition— everyone will be on equal
ground.

Assoon asadateisnailed down, thesearch
beginsforaheadquarters/party site. Theevent
has many needs: electricity, space for camp-
ing, registration, food, silent auction, raffle,
band, vendors, beer, and our host for the past
two years can't accommodate us any longer.
The Whitewater Center seems the obvious
choicebut noalcohol isallowed. | getanibble
from a couple of sites and go visit. Hiwassee
Ouitfitters becomes the place. They offer ev-
erything we need and more and are psyched
to host the party.

Three Months Prior

Our sponsors respond enthusiastically to
the new event venue. Work begins on the
program. T-shirt design is finalized. A hot
band issecured. Volunteer sign-ups comein.
Barry Grimes designs our new web site. Reg-
istrationmaterialsaremailed. Therearethese
two incredible volunteers, Elizabeth Boyd
and Don McNealy, whorunacopy company in
Charlotte. They copy and mail all theregistra-
tion materials; copy theprograms; design and
print the poster; makesigns, passes, and any-
thing elsethat isneeded. They arewonderful.

One month prior

Hannah, my "helper," is hard at work
calling sponsors to finalize details on their
participation, creatinglistsand checkingthem
off, and cataloging the incoming product.
The UPS man jokes about the event being his

Platform Beiding

One ol maey WS 10 580 up *.--:':-.---u. Aleta Miller, 4th Place Women's Pro.
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The Ladies ancouragijng sach othed, Erca Matchell, Jame Simon, el
Ruehle (Ift to Rt). Photo by Heidi Domeison

job security. We work among the growing
piles o boxes. | rentavan. Thereisn't room
in my car to transport al the supplies and
"stuff' to the site.

Two weeks prior

| wakeupat 2amin panic mode. I've been
dreaming about the event and the party/
registrationsiteat Hiwassee Outfitterswhen
the train tracks forming a bridge at the en-
trance come into view. | picture boats and
racksbeing ripped off asbussesand RVs enter
thesite. | phone Hiwassee's owner, Mike, in
the morning, "Can RVs fit under that bridge
at your entrance?"" Sure, no problem," says
Mike. I continue, "evenwith boatsstacked on
them?" "Yep." Whew...

Hannah and | break open the many boxes
and it's like Christmas. "Look at al thisway
cool stuff!" Wespend theday separating spon-
sors' productsinto piles for the silent auc-
tion, raffle, andvolunteer raffle; determining
starting bid prices; and labeling dl the raffle
products. It'safun day.

One week prior

The PA maninforms methat | must have
an electrician to tie hissystem into the gen-
erator. Ahhh, where do | find someone to do
this?| flub it. "Oh yes, welll be sureto have
someonethere." Last-minute phonecallsare
madeto makesureeveryoneisgoingtoshow
— band, beer, sponsors, volunteers. | pick up
the van Monday morning and begin loading
supplies. | convince the firemen next door
that their civic duty isto help carry boxes
down thestairs. | head out Tuesday reaching
Hiwassee Outfitters in the early evening to
unload and begin set up.

Wednesday beginswith a meeting o the
Forest and Park Service, TVA, and Whitewa-
ter Center staff. | find an electrician who
agreesto tiein the PA system Friday morn-
ing. Thefirstof many volunteers, Adam Mayo,
anewly plucked collegeinternwhowill work
with American Whitewater in Washington
DC after | "break him in" at the Rodeo,
arrives. We meet up with another volunteer,
Heidi Domeison, whoisresponsiblefor keep-
ing the PA man happy, acting as official
photographer, and keeping mefed and sane.

Aleta Miller and Kelly Murphy take o\in the views. Photo by Heidi Domeison

She takes her job seriously and keeps us
laughing throughout the weekend with her
antics.

Wespend theafternoon at Hiwassee orga-
nizing banners, stuffing competitor goody
bags, getting the registration/silent auction
building ready, and organizing signs. A few
more key volunteers roll in: Kate Gribskov
from American Whitewater's DC office, Jay
Kenney from Denver, CO, and Susan Wilson,
the past rodeo organizer. I'm so grateful to
have these wonderful people around. While
our hands our busy, we chatter and laugh as
the new bonds of friendship are formed.

Thursday morning| meetour bleary-eyed
head safety person, Doug Gay, whohasdriven
al night from Alabama with his family and
friends. We head to the site to put up tents,
build a judges platform, and hang signs.
Freshvolunteersarrive. They areput towork.
Theredoesn't seemto beenoughtime. | rush
back to Hiwassee to meet Kathy Evans who
will run the registration. Longtime rodeo
volunteer Oren Kennedy arrivesfrom Michi-
gan with a friend in tow. John Payne, our
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Saturday, Ocl. 16
North SL Park, Old Forge, NY

Attention:

Federal
Emplovees
1S GFG # 2302

Contributions to AWA through the
Combined Federal Campaign
are dedicated totally to AWA’s aggres-

sive whitewater conservation activi-
ties. (Pleasedo not use the CFC to re-
new your AWA membership.)

Thanks for your support.

WA

e

e 5

e =
me ANIMAL

Ehiey

Monday, October 4th

Registration at 8am in
theparking lot at base of
. the dam.

_more infe call
Donnie Hudspeth at

The Bluegrass Wildwater Association Presents the 5th Annual

Russell Fork River Rendezvous
A 3 day Gathering supporting the Russell Fork River!

The Phestival....unique, grass roots, & old style. Emphasizing an
eco-activism gathering of People in Tribal fashion having fun!

Come Give to the River!
Music by many musicians & bands

October 1,2,3, 1999, Kiwanas Park, Haysi,Va.

For more information on the Festival :
Brent Austin: (606) 278-2011 or go to http://www.surfbwa.org/russellfork/

American Whitewater v September / October1999



TSIl rrrr ey r ey e o R RN RN R R R R RN RN R RN RN R RN AN AR R

party organizer, arrives and lends a hand.
Registration begins. They arrive in dribbles,
then we're flooded. Kathy and | stay up late
sorting through the registrations. I'm up
early for last-minute packing, then head to
theriverwhereweset upthecentral informa-
tion booth, then drive around dropping off
water, food, and various information at im-
portant areas.

Competitors and vendors begin arriving
early. A competitors' meetingisheld at9am.
Some show, many don't. Close to my ear |
wear not one, but two radios attached to my
Camelback. | fedl likeadork but they become
my lifelineto othersaround thesite. It seems
the only way to locate anyoneisto cal them
on the radio. The site is so large I'm glad |
stuffed my bike in the van. | imagine myself
looking like some crazed lunatic racing
around on my bike with aradio stuck to my
mouth.

After the competition on Friday, it's back
foranother registration for Saturday'sevents.
Morevolunteers arrive, including Cindy Little,
a long-time volunteer who wears whatever
hat | put on her: judge, scribe, runner, scorer,
and shoulder to lean on. We flop into bed at
2:30 and awaken at 5:00. Saturday is busy.
Four competitions to run: Hole Riding, Free
Riding, Downriver, and Squirt. The Squirt

Jal nm

Allen Braswell, Photo by
Heidi Domeison

& Wi

i 7th annuai natn:;ln.;ll pdudiln_; T'Fﬁ M
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Inlernational Paddhng!

Beautiful

Scenary!
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Deb Ruehl, winner
Women's K-1 Pro
Prai by Hed
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'NOWR Event Results

shuttle van took a mountain tumble and
effortstofind anew vehiclenever panned out.
Risa Callaway runs an awesome Free Riding
event while Caroline Porter gets the
Downriver race started off on a good foot.
Competitors and spectatorsfind their way to
theSquirtsitejustfine. Ahighlight of theday
isthefirst-ever Junior Women's class. Three
local girls compete with supporting cheers
fromthespectators. It'sagreat day of compe-
tition.

| head back to Hiwassee to see how prepa-
rationsfor the party are going. The entrance
looksawesome. John Payneand EddieAdkins
haveorganized thesilent auction beautifully.
The beer is being poured. Dagger hasset up
this wild-looking Cartwheel Machine. Im-
mersion Research isdying hair "wafflehouse
blonde." Perception's crew is prepared to
help "Clean It Up," as their tour motto says.
Food is ready for the hungry. I'm delighted.
Theband playsonthefront porch. Werock to
the tunes as we work preparing for the next
day. The skies open up. The crowd revels in
the rain. With preparationsfor the next day
finished, we head out to join the party.

Sunday begins anew. We're all moving a
bit slower after thelate night. The end comes
quickly. Werun out of water for theMen's K-
1finalsandarehit with astrong, quick storm.
Everyonescatters. Theeventissuddenly over.
Take-down begins. Theawardsceremony and
volunteer raffle are held. The site begins to
clear out. A few volunteers are staying one
more night and | take them out for a thank-
you dinner. Monday comes and we exchange
addresses, talk about when we'll see each
other again. The van isawreck. We empty it
and repack for the drive home. Hugsabound
asweall say good-byeand therodeo beginsto
drift into memory.

Katejoinsmeat my houseon her way back
to DC. She'sindispensable. Shewrites down
thoughts for improvements for next year,
helps sort through the banners and hibs for
the Potomac event in two weeks. We say our
good-byes. | indulge in a massage.

I'm elated and exhausted. The event wasa
success! An estimated 3,000 people attended.
More than 130 volunteers pitched in with
great energy and enthusiasm. One-hundred
ninety-three competitors took their rides.
Fifty-five sponsors provided unprecedented
support. Money wasraised for river conserva-
tion. And, the most important thing o all,
everyone had fun!

Thank youtoall thenumerousvolunteers
who madethisevent runso smoothly and our
sponsors for their incredible support. The
event couldn't happen without you. Now it's
time to start working on 2000. Seey'all next
year!

Coosa River Fegtival /
May 14-16

This year's Coosa Festival went very
smoothly, with great weather and a good
turnout of boaters and spectators. Fun was
had by al who participated in the eventsand
attended the festivities afterwards.

ProlElite K-1 Men

1. Eric Southwick
2. Javid Grubbs
3. Billy Craig

ProlElite K-1 Women
1 Deb Ruehle

2. EricaMitchell

3. Harriet Taylor

Pro/Elite K-1 Junior

1. Andre Dominic

2. James Sloan

3. Matthew Thornton

Pro/Elite C-1

1. Chris Manderson
2. Luke Hopkins

3. Brian Miller

ProlElite OC-1

1. Mike Costas
2. Larry Mauzey
3. David Kahn

Bigfork Whitewater
Fegtival / May 15-16

Great weather set the tonefor thisyear's
Bigfork Festival. Thesilent auction wasable
to raise $3000 dollarsfor the preservation of
the Swan River. Tough competition made
thedisco inferno party on Sunday night that
much more entertaining and enjoyable.

Pro/Elite K-1 Men

1 Steve Fisher

2. Charlie Bowers
3. Dan Gavere

Pro/Elite K-1 Women- Upper Course
1 Gaby Campbell

2. Nadine Kerin

3. T.J. Peterson

Pro/Elite K-1 Juniors- Upper Course
1  SteveByrd
2. JamesByrd
3. Eadie Hake

JacksonHole Rodeo/
May 29-30

Despite generally miserable and rainy
weather, the event was a huge success with
great participant and spectator turnout. High
water levelsmoved thefree-styleevent tothe
Hoback River, and thedownriver race onthe
Greys River proved to be fun for both racers
and spectators aike.

Pro/Elite K-1 Men

1 Taylor Robertson
1 Ben Selznick

2. Steve Fisher

ProlElite K-1 Women

1 Gabby Lloyd-Campbell
2. Merrit Stinson

3. Nod Whitney

Pro/Elite K-1 Junior Men
1 PepFujas

2. Tyler Maxwell

3. Brady Johnston

Potomac Whitewater
Festival / Junes-6

Despite low water and hot weather, this
year's festival proved to be successful with
some awesome competition. The Great Falls
racewastruly exciting for all those involved.
And who was that in the bunny suit...?

Pro/Elite K-1 Men

1. Jimmy Blakeney
2. Luke Hopkins
3. Eric Jackson

Pro/Elite K-1 Women
1. EricaMitchell
2. Deb Ruehle

3. Brook Winger

Pro/Elite C-1

1. Allen Braswell
2. Luke Hopkins
3. Eric Jackson

Clear Cregk Festival /
Juneb-6

ProlElite K-1 Men

1. Andrew Waters
2. Shawn Hartie
3. Brock Aitken
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Pro/Elite K-1 Women 1 TaoBerman ProlElite K-1 Women
1 Harriet Taylor 2. Kdly Gillespie 1 Deb Pinnger
2. Gabriella Campbell-Lloyd 3. Paul Hodge 2. Brook Winger
3. Jamie Simon 3. Jamie Simon
Pro/Elite K-1 Junior BOU|_dG' Whltewater Pro/Elite K-1 Jur)iors
1. Dustin Handley Fegival / Junel2-13 1. Zach Currier
2. ChrisJohnson 2. Matt Farrar _
3. DanRoller Pro/Elite K-1 Men 3. KyleMcCuthen/Andy Reger (ti€)
1 Jimmy Blakeney
FiBark / Junel7-20 2. Charlie Beavers
3. JasonArnold
Pro/Elite K-1 Men
1. Rusty Sage
2. Macy Burnham
3. Dustin Knapp

Pro/Elite K-1 Women
1 Brooke Winger
2. Deb Penniger
3. EricaMitchell

Pro/Elite K-1 Junior

1. KyleScarborough
2. Chris Johnson

3. Jon Clark

ProlElite C-1

1 Chris Manderson
2 Allen Braswell

3. Barry Kennon

ProlElite OC-1

1. Eli Helbert

2. Frankie Hubbard
3. Richard Oldenquist

AnimasRiver Days/

June25-27
213 YoughSt., ConfluencePA 15424
Pro/Elite K-1 Men
1. KaeRieze
2. Jimmy Blakeney
3. Rusty Sage .
s Fully stocked outdoor store featuring products
Pro/Elite K-1 Women B ; : =
1. Deborah Pinniger fromPatagonia, Perception, Dag_ger, Prijan,
2. AletaMiller Teva, Ace, Kokatatand Rapidstyle

3. Brooke Winger

Pro/Elite K-1 Junior |
1. Max Mancini |
2. Andre Spino-Smith

3. Brad Bullock

Highly acclaimedPaddlingSchoolwith special
Kid'sPrograms and Slalom Clinics

ProlElite C-1

1 Luke Hopkins
2. Alan Braswell
3. Brian Miller

Skyfest / June26-27

* VISIT OURBOOTHAT GAULEY FEST

Fi..
B
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Featuring -
W Music by Foxtrot Zulu 8:00 p.m.
to midnight "
B The Famous Gnulﬁ Fest Marketplace
W Outrageous Silent Auction and Raffle
M Non-Stop Whitewater Videos
B Food Vendors
B On-Site Camping ri
M Remote Parking with Free Shuttle 488
by North American River =~ 4888
Runners — e
M 7:00 p.m. to midnight from
WalMart Parking Lot
on Route 19, just south
of Festival Site

Other Weekend Highlights

W Friday Night, September 24
Music by Blue Hound
8:00 p.m. to midnight at
Festival Pavillion
$5.00 Admission/FREE
FOR ONSITE
CAMPERS!

B Saturday and Sunday Mornings 3P % 2
Breakfast served by the SM 25, lm Rk S
Ruritan Club
7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at -
On-Site Dining Hall

ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT
WHITEWATER ACCESS AND
JONSERVATION

or further information,
-all Phyllis Horowiiz ai
914) 586-2355




Made in USA

IT Rules...

*Breathing”, even when you can'tl
GORE-TEX®™ Irmumey

out-last, out-perform, and out-match Ay other

“waterprool/breathable®™ on water and land alike
Thi GORE-TEX® membrane containg 9 billan
pores per square nch, tested to be the most
durably waterprooffbreathable fabric availabie
for paddbess. IT Even breathas under water!

IT doesnT get any Deilter [han [N

Breathe Easy with
Stohlguist’s GORE-TEX"

P s e rm e — s ——— WL T d—
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Lotus Designs, Inc., 1060 Old Mars Hill Highway, Weaverville, NC, USA 18787 Tel B18-68%-1470 www.lotusdesigns.com




Your Adventure Starts Hurﬂ!
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Kinetic Fleece Sweater '98
Perfect for aerobic use. Longer cut in back, double thick
collar, anti-microbial wicking finish, 2-pockets.

Sizes S-M-L-XL

Colors Twilight, Black, Red, Gold , Dk. khaki

Regular $95.00  Sale $59.95
Kinetic 100 Fleece Zip Tee '98

Stylish, versitile piece. Deep front zipper, double thick collar,
keeps you warm but breathable.

Sizes S-M-L-XL
Colors Bourdeaux, Alpine Green, Black, Red,
Regular $80.00  Sale $49.95

Women's Whistler Fleece
Jacket & Vest '98

Great utility jacket or midlayer. Longer, oversize fit, fully lined
for warmth, elastic waist cord, double thick collar, 2-pockets.
Sizes S-M-L  Colors Black, Charcoal, Evergreen, Indigo

Regular $135.00 Sale $59.95

Women's Whistler Fleece Vest '98

SRizes S_IM * $1((2)o(|;)r(s)2lack, (gd;;gig&(ggealgs Bag Shell Fill Rating Reg (reg/ing) §:':1Ie (reg/ing)
equiars1ae. ' Red Rock Nylon 650Down 35° $215/$225 $149/$159
Muir Trail Dryloft 650 Down 15° $320/%$340 $220/$240
Muir Trail Nylon 650 Down 20° $235/$250 $165/$179
Call for FREE catalog or Great Divide Dryloft 650 Down  0° $3557%$380 $249/ $265
visit us on line! GreatDivide Nylon 650 Down 5° $265/$285 $185/%$199
LT Liberty Ridge Dryloft 800 Down -10° $4557$505 $319 / $349
e s Liberty Ridge Nylon 800 Down  -5° $360/$400 $249/$279
) —
C4dll To Order:
FAX ORDERS Spwiials neitsutjestooicharigand.
(509) 325-3030 .CO m_

Mail O

| K
Pl Tig-T
[

'_ Kinetic 100 Fleece
Zip Tee '98

Stylish, versitile piece. Deep front zipper, double thick col-
lar, keeps you warm but breathable.

Sizes S-M-L-XL
I Colors Bourdeaux, Alpine Green, Black, Red,
| Regular $80.00  Sale $49.95
|
Aianiag | Women's Charnonix GTX
. Jacket '98
-i g AGore-Tex jacket built for women from the ground up.

Adjustable hood tucks away into a collar, 2-pockets,

underarm zips.
' Sizes SM-L
Advantage GTX Jac ket 98 Colors French Blue, Purple, Black, Ash
For extreme wet weather. Reinforced shoulders and elbows, 4-pockets,
storm skirt. Popular outdoor weatherproofjacket. Regular $355.00 Sale $219.00
Sizes S-M-L-XL Colors Dk Green, French Blue, Red, Charcoal
Momentum GTX

Regular 540606 Sale $249.00
Advantage GTX Parka '98

Oversized for layering, 4-pockets, roll-up storm hood, built for extreme

TravelParka '98

For extreme wet weather, 2-ply-Gore-Tex,Roll-up hood,
ventilation, packable, drawcord hem, 2-pockets,

wet weather. Storm skirt, adjustable cuffs. Great piece. adjustable cuffs.
Sizes S-M-L-XL  Colors Cobalt, Hunter, Merlot, Black, Balsam, Marine, Grey ~ Sizes S-M-L-XL
Colors Black, Hunter, Cobalt
Regular $365.00 Sale $219.00 , Hunter,
_ Regular $275.00 Sale $165.00

Moonstone G00Se Down Baas!

rder: 0 M. HHrnIH.-DI‘i Spokane, W-ﬁ. ﬂEIEﬂ
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These are jUSt some of the
most famous places to
paddle in Colorado. We
know that you've always
wanted to paddle these

. Menasha spots and the Boulder
PR ALACHIAN Outdoor Center will take i
W Ridge Press L L ou there. Whether you are |
l Distinctive Books for the abeginner wanting to learn |
Out-of-Doors to boat or an expert looking |
to find the best spots in '
Colorado, BOC has a trip
for you. Call today and
carve out your piece of

We offer a wide selection of paddlingl
books, including:

The Appalachian \hitenater Guides Colorado Whitewater.

Val. |: The Sutharn Sates $17.95 Tours of Colorado

Vol. II: The Northern Sates $17.95 Rivers and all of your
Whitenater Zales o Brar uZcll WHITEWATER boating needs in the heart
Kayak: A Manual o Technique 31495 reel of the gRockies
TreWhitenater Surasoock $24.95 :
Wildwater Wet Virginia $14.95 e -
Kayak Coday $12.95 Jw

To order or request a catalog, call - - Palatis

(800)247-9437

or visit our website
http: / /wwrs. menasharidge.com

2510 N. 47th Boulder, CO
800-DO-HYDRO 303.444.8420
Surf@BOC123.com and
http://www.BOC123.com
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We ool gelreal serous el youhow e

fnciona and ey mesistal ur gy S .
Whenitcomes noetdounto .45 st amesh g

Dontake e oo serosy... s vay o s

1-800-844-8084Fn 7134147 ?
EMal: snowbirdmtngear @mindspring.com

dealer & rep inquires encouraged

{[.\*ﬂ“’EH RIDERS

i~ . _ l Pyranha, Prijon,
o ) ~—Savage, Nav Wave
o g Oocesn Kayak. &

(800) 326-7238 Werner & Viking
Padd

www.kayakshadk.com €
WWw.riverriderscom Letus & Mountain Surf | X
Kips8riverriders.com Paddling Accessories SNAP DRAGON DESIGN

Rt. 5, Box 1260
Harpers Parry WV 25425 See our booth at Gaulev Fet |
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[HE GAULEY, BY GOLLY:

by Ambrosa Tuscane

50 CENTS

A Historical Perspective

In 1938, the Flood Control Act changed the futures of =
thousands of unborn whitewater enthusiasts. That otherwise
un-memorable piece of legislation led, although indirectly,
to the phenomenon known in boating circles today as
“Gauley season.” Although those who worked from 1960 to
1966 to complete the Summersville Dam never expected it,
their efforts made possible the tradition of the Gauley

Festival—

the largest whitewater gathering inthe workd.
Today boaters frorm around the eowntry and
all over the globe come to central Wesl Vir-
ginia for six weekends each fall Lo experience
one ol Amencas greatest wihilewaler rivers.

Harsever, tse very thing that makes Gauley
seaton possible 5 an Army Corps of Engi-
neers dasm, The irdny of the situstion—thal
boaters profit from something that they tra-
ditfenally oppose—seerns o matter Hitle
to the 3000-plus who sttend Gaulbeylest each
year, They, as well a3 boaters who are able to
take advantage of releases on rivers like the
Upper Yough and Green, happily accept the
situation withoul comment. And o every
vear, thousands of kayak-clad vehicles cross
the A Foob high rock-fll dam on Ul way
Eo five-star whitewaler al its hase,

In the past, nearly every dam bullt by the
Corps of Engineers was named after the near-
o4 settlement. In this cade, the town was
called Gad and it sai near the present-day site
of Summersdlle Lake Marina, After careful
comabileration it was judged too difficult for

men and women in US Army uniforms to
disciess the “Gad Dam™ withoul relling an
the floar in laughter—an action strictly for-
hidden in the militany.

The dam was eventually named after
niearby Summersville, West Virginia In the
vears since the dam's completion,
Sumimiersvilbe has grown substantially. A key
ingredient to this growth has been the steady
{loww af povwerboals that can be seen lumber-
ing up Houte 19 behind trocks and sport
utility vehicles all summer long. It 15 the
recreation of these “latwater enthusiasts®
that makes our beloved Gauley seaton i
anble, Becauie power-boaters hove tremen:
dous political pull, the Corps ol Engineers
keeps the lake bl & hiﬂh sumrser bevel inta
e month of Seplember. Then, in early Sep-
tember, after the sallors have all had their
(il water ski arodnd the bake, the Corps is
{aced with a surmmer pool level. In order Lo
create space lor next spring’s Moods, they
sl lirwer 10 75 feet ke short period of Lime.
What better way Lo sccomplish the task than

with weekend releases of 2800 cfs.? And so,
each September the whitewater world zeros
in on Summersville, West Yirginia for a rare
treat—guarandeed (hews inaworld-class river.

Long before the construction of the
Summersville Dam, and over 100 years be-
fore anyone ever conoeived of nanvigating the
Gataley in whitewalter crafl, the river became
thee foscal point of a minor incident that led
indirectly 1o West Virginia's independent
atntehioad, The inchdent iz named for a place
an the Gauley Enown by boaters today as
“that long pool abive Lost Paddle wihere the
Meadow comes 0" In the 18608, henvever, it
was simply called Carnifix Ferry and was
important because 10 was omne ol the few
places the Gauley ecould be erossed.

In 1861 this took on helghtened signifi-
cance as the Civil War raged through the
wildermess known al thal time as weslern
Virginia. While the region was afficially a
part of Virginia, ideclogically it had little in
common with areas further ast. The Con-
federates hoped to maintain a presence in
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western Virginiato prevent pro-Union senti-
mentsfrom leading to anything astreacher-
0US as Secession.

TheConfederateand Unionarmiesclashed
inandaround what we know today asboating
paradise. Western Virginia's mountains and
rivers provided many a rugged battlefield,
perhaps none so severe as the terrain sur-
rounding Carnifex Ferry (asit is spelled to-
day). Themayhemthat took placeat Carnifex
Ferry in September of 1861 showsafascinat-
ing resemblance to modern whitewater
tales—many of which occurred at the very
same location over a century later. It in-
cludes rivalry and jealousy among leaders,
overconfidence, lack of confidence, ill-ad-
visedvalor leading tosensel essinjury, and, o
course, death and destruction.

Thistale beginswith the two Confederate
commandersin charge of the region around
theGauley. Although General Floydand Gen-
eral Wisewerequitefamiliarwith eachother,
it was not the sort of familiarity that leads
men to drink together. Instead, it was the
sortthat, inthosedays, drovemen

playboats.

Fivedaysafter crossingtheriverwith his
men, General Floyd launched a surprise
attack on Union troopsstationed nearby. He
drove them away and settled into an en-
campment on the north side of the river
called Camp Gauley. For the rest of August
and into September Floyd fortified his posi-
tion at the top of the gorge. After erecting
defensive entrenchments, Floyd wrote con-
fidently that Camp Gauley could withstand
any Union force.

O course, his bluster would quickly dis-
appear with the arrival of Union troops. If
anyone needs help picturing a boater whose
confidenceleve fluctuatessoquickly intimes
of adversity, let me know—I| think | can help
you out.

On September 10, Floyd ordered General
Wiseto send reinforcements to help defend
his camp against the coming Union forces.
Wise decided to send only haf the men
requested by Floyd, so that when the Union
troops moved into the area under the com-

| have used on the river before. This trick
works best after a brutal swim that looks
particularly nasty. All you haveto do is in-
duce bleeding (if you aren't aready) and
feign injury. When afriend paddles over and
sees you lying on the shore like a drowned
poodle, be sure that your blood is clearly
showing. After your boating partner appreci-
ates the injury, pretend that you plan to
continue. When asked " Areyou sureyou can
do it?" quickly capitulate. "No, you're right.
I'd better get thisto adoctor," isan excellent
choice o words. Then collect your scattered
gear and limp away patheticaly. If you're
lucky, everyone will feel so bad it won't be
mentioned again.

InGeneral Floyd's case, heprobably never
heard a peep about the fiasco. High military
rank tends to deflect comments of inepti-
tude. On the other side of the battlefield,
General Rosencrans actually received com-
pliments for his handling o the incident
despite suffering 158 casualties compared
with only 20 on the Confederate side. Thisis

thewhitewater eauivalent of run-

toduel. Floyd and Wise were both
former governors of Virginia, po-
litical rivalswho never saw eyeto
eyein politics and saw no reason
to do so in war. Floyd was the
commander o the Confederate
forcesat Carnifex Ferry and Wise,
stationed nearby, was his subor-
dinate. Itwasprobably out of jeal-
ousy that Wise sent a constant
stream of criticism concerning
Floyd to Genera Leethroughout
thewar.

The outcome of their feud is
easy toguess. Just thinkabout the
last timeyou went out with the paddling club
and Bobby and Jeff gotinafightat the put-in
about who was going to lead and who would
sweep. Then they sulked and wouldn't talk
for the rest o the trip. Remember the next
time you saw a trip advertised in the club
newsletter that was co-led and you elected to
stay home and mow the lawn instead? Now
you have an ideaof thesituation between the
two Confederate generals.

Inlate August 1861, General Floyd made
astealthy crossing at Carnifex Ferry in flat-
boats. During that daring maneuver, one o
the boats was swept downstream and four
confederate soldiers were killed. Asfar as |
am aware, these casualtiesrepresent thefirst
fatalitieson the Gauley. In addition, thefour
deathsremain themost i nasinglewhitewater
related episode on the river. The incident
served asanotice of theferocity of the Gauley
and of Lost Paddlein particular. It also sug-
gested that aflat-bottomed boat was not the
best design for running whitewater — alogic
only now being disputed by the newest

Gauley Festival...the
event which, 138 years
ago this September, may

well have saved the Gauley

from being made into one

big irrigation ditch.

mand of General Rosencrans, Floyd began
toworry.

L atethat evening, Unionsol diersadvanced
on Camp Gauley in a maneuver to test the
Confederate strength. They continuedtofire
onthedefenses, makinglittle headway asthe
night approached. Against the advice of his
officers, Rosencrans ordered his forces to
keep attacking. Finaly, with darkness play-
ing tricks on the soldiers, two Union regi-
mentsbegan firing on oneanother, resulting
in 30 casualties. Rosencrans, finaly con-
vinced to halt thefighting for the night, was
awakened before sunlight the next morning
by thereport that the Confederateshad evacu-
ated Camp Gauley.

Finally overcome by hisfears (and a mi-
nor injury), Floyd haddecided to abandon his
"impregnable” position. In the wee hours of
the morning of September 11, he and his
men re-crossed the Gauley (safely thistime)
and fled south.

This maneuver deserves some notice be-
causeitisremarkably similar toatactic that

ning a rapid you shouldn't, mak-
ing poor decisions while running
it, getting your butt kicked, and
then being showered with high
fives at the bottom o the drop.
Trouble picturing this one? Go
buy a whitewater video.

Inthelarger context, theinci-
dent at Carnifex Ferry in Septem-
ber 1861 contributed greatly to
driving the Confederates out of
the Kanawhavalley. With the re-
gion under Union control, wild,
wonderful West Virginia won its
independent statehood via refer-
endum in 1863. This had an impact on the
future of whitewater in the eastern US It's
hard to imagine what boating would be like
today if thebestwhitewater ontheEast Coast
werestill in Virginia. | canonly picture (shud-
der) an enormous agueduct sending the wa-
ters of the Gauley eastward to irrigate end-
less miles of tobacco fields.

Next September, asyoufindyourself inch-
ing across Summersville dam, peering at the
spouts of water rushing into the riverbed
below, remember Generals Floyd, Wise, and
Rosencrans and the four soldiers who lost
their lives probing one o the Gauley's most
infamous rapids. And later that night asyou
wander about the Gauley Festival, perhaps
you will hoist a brew and celebrate the event
which, 138 years ago this September, may
well have saved the Gauley from being made
into one big irrigation ditch.

Whilethe Civil War and theerection of the
Summersville damaretwo d themost signifi-
cant eventsthat haveshaped the history of the
Gauley, the incident that whitewater enthu-
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siasts are most concerned with is the first
descent. But if you must ask the question, the
answer is "no." No there isn't a clear cut,
single person or group that can be given that
distinction—as if it mattered. Probably the
first hundred people to navigate the entire
stretch o the gorge were doing virtual first
descents, in that they didn't know anything
about the river that wasn't shown on topo-
graphical maps.

In truth, there is no way to know who
might have made the first descent o the
Gauley. Wasit a pioneer lumberjack survey-
ing the gorge? Perhaps it was a colonial
explorer. Maybe it wasn't even a person o
Europeandescent. Couldn't theNativeAmeri-
cans have navigated the Gauley hundreds of
yearsbeforeChristopher Columbuswashborn?
In any case, it would probably crush the
collective ego o the kayaking community to
discover that with our state of the art boats,
gear, and training, we're not doing anything
that a lumberjack or an Indian in a dugout
hasn't already accomplished.

The first descent of the Gauley in any-
thing resembling whitewater craft wasdone
by John Berry on Labor Day weekend 1957.
Berry, a member of the Canoe Cruisers of
Washington DC, and afriend wereinthearea
paddling the New that Labor Day weekend.
He recalls running the entire New River
gorge from Thurmond to Fayette Station,
then hopping on a passing freight train to
run shuttle.

Thefollowing day, Berry and his boating
partner elected to try the Gauley. What little
John Berry knew about the Gauley came
from thewritings of early whitewater guide-
bookauthor, Walter Burmeister. Themethod
that Burmeister used to gather information
about particular riversisunknown. Certainly
he paddled many of them with Eric Seidel, a
kayaker from Germany who won multiple
slalomworld championships. Yet, according
toveteran boater John Sweet whofirst paddied
the Gauley in 1968, Burmeister's description
of the Gauley in AppalachianWhitewater was
very general, probably based entirely on to-
pographical features. It is reasonable to as-
sume then that Burmeister had not run the
Gauley before Berry's descent.

It took along timefor John Berry and his
friend to find a put-in. Unlike the river we
know today, the pre-dam Gauley was not easy
to access. Berry recalls that the river was
running low that day. Still, heand hisfriend,
paddling an Old Town guide model and a 15
foot Grumman canoe respectively, managed
to reach Gauley Bridge that same day. In
retrospect, it seems unlikely that Berry and
hispartner ranany of what istoday known as
the Upper Gauley. Still, therecan benodoubt
that whatever portion of the river he trav-
eled, John Berry did avirtual first descent of
the Gauley.

The next known whitewater expedition
undertakenonthe Gauleywasmadely Sayre
and Jean Rodman o the Pittsburgh Explor-
ersClub. Thoughtheyear of their descentis
unknown, it probably occurred in the late
50s. They tackled theriver ininflatable rafts
and itispossiblethat they did not run al of
the rapids. John Sweet heard subsequent
reports of their trip which conveyed the
impression that future runs on the Gauley
would be impractical.

On the Saturday of Labor Day weekend
1968, John Sweet along with Norm and
Jimmy Holcolmbe, Jack Wright, Miha
Tomsic, and Jim Stuart were in the area
paddling the New River Gorge. The follow-
ing day they decided to make an attempt on
the nearby Gauley. The Gauley was still a
virtual unknown, although therecently com-
pleted Army Corps of Engineers dam pro-
vided an easy put-in. The group paddied a
mixture of slalom fiberglass boats that were
patterned after European designs. Most of
the gear was homemade, though somewore
field hockey helmetsor batting helmetswith
the brims cut off.

1968 was the first year o the fal draw-
down of Summersville Lake. Today this oc-
curs in the form of convenient weekend
releasesin September. Butin 1968 the Corps
simply opened the gates around Labor Day
and closed them whenever the lake was at
winter pool. The river level on that Sunday
was closer to 1200 cfs than the 2800 cfs
achieved during releases today.

The group launched sometime around
midmorning. With the luxury of a shuttle
they felt they had plenty of time. They soon
discovered that most of the drops could be
boat scouted. Pillow, Lost Paddle, Iron Ring,
and Sweet's Falls required shore scouting.
John Sweet was the lone member o the
group toattempt each of the rapidsthat day,
running Iron Ringand Sweet's Fallsby him-
self. Consequently Sweet's Falls bears his
name, although Sweet sayshe never encour-
aged it.

Aftersuccessfully navigating thefirst half
of theriver, theworst of thewhitewater was
behind thegroup. However, they had noway
of knowing this. Asit turned out, the lower
haf, though large and imposing, was not as
steepandtechnical. [twasnot until theearly
evening that the group of exhausted hoaters
floated within view of Swiss, having paddled
thenearly 25milesofwhitewater that makes
up the entire Gauley gorge. Even today it is
rare for agroup to run the entire length of
river in asingle day. Those who have know
how tiring it can be. We can only imagine
what it might be like with no idea of what
lurksaround the next bend. Thoughwewill
probably never know for certain who first
descended the entire gorge of the Gauley, it
isvery likely that John Sweet and his group

deservethedistinction of havingfirst runal
o the rapids in modern whitewater craft.

For years after John Sweet's 1968 run,
Gauley season continued to be sparsely at-
tended. CharlieWalbridge, describesthelevel
of familiarity among Gauley pioneersin his
1993 American Whitewater article: "If we
didn't know you, or if youweren't withsome-
onewedid, you probably didn't belongonthe
Gauley.”

Commercia rafting had an early pres-
ence on the Gauley. Jon Dragan’s Wildwater
Unlimited, based on the New, began running
trips of experienced customers down the
Gauley in the very early 70s. Much like
hardboating, however, commercial rafting
grew dowly. It wasn't until the mid to late
70sthat other companiesbegan runningthe
river. Oftenthey used western-style oar-rigs,
which wereill-suited to thetechnical rapids
o the Gauley. Veterans of the river recall
that early rafting met with much carnage.
However, asthe river became better known,
rafters and hardboaters alike began to per-
fect linesthrough the most daunting rapids.

Accessinthelate60sand early 70s (tosay
nothing of the50s) wasnot assimple asitis
today. Rout 19 was certainly not the super-
highway that it has become. Boaters had to
consult Eope maps, drive milesof rural dirt
roads, and hike even further to find service-
able access points. As much as everyone
comolains about the trials o hiking out
Panther Hollow today, accesswasmuch more
difficultinthenot-so-distant past. Back then
many groupselected torunthe Upper Gauley,
hide their boats in the bushes and hike out
through the long, grimy railroad tunnel to
Peter's Creek. They camped there, walked
back in the next morning, retrieved their
boats and finished the river.

Thoughmuch haschanged sincetheearly
whitewater boating on the Gauley, the spirit
of running the river hasn't diminished. Pad-
dling the Gauley remains a milestone for
most boaters, and it's still a hell of alot of
fun. Consider the phenomenal turnout for
both Gauley seasonand Gauleyfest. Lastyear
more than 3,500 boaters attended the festi-
val alone. Surely this represents a sizeable
proportion of al American boaterscapabledf
runningtheGauley. Thereislittledoubt that
for whitewater enthusiasts, come Septem-
ber, the Gauley isthe place to be.

Hopefully, future generations of boaters
will cometo acknowledge and celebrate the
rich history that flowsbetween the Gauley's
banks. And though the world may someday
cometoacknowledge thefirst boater to navi-
gate thiswild river, may the Gauley remain
forever free of alast descent.
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It is a question of need. 1 find my spirit
severely saddle-sore. | think it'sfrom riding
amutant tyrannical monster — a beast that
has been carrying me along on a surging
wave o lost humanity, widely known as
therat race. | need to find a better, wetter
ride.| need tochill.Inshort, it hasbeen too
long since | paddled some good
whitewater...

The promise of perfect late November
weather combined with adequate flow
from the Summersville Dam is dl the
incentivel need to email trip leader,John
Kobak. John's initia response is some-
thing to the effect that unlesshishead cold
clears up the only paddling helll be expe-
riencing isat the Kobak Homestead. Later
e-mails confirm that John is still remark-
able in his ability to bounce back from
adversity — heisgood to go. But the Corps
has cut the release back to 800 cfs—he
now does not know what he wants to do.
But John is persistent, and much to my

Paul Lung nails an ender in a hole just above Sweets Falls.

By Paul Lang

A Low Water November Run

delight his persistence pays off. His Fri-
day afternoon cdl to the Corps reveals a
Saturday release of 1200 cfs.

The trip is on! John is driving down
accompanied by my new friend Stu Koster,
a bakery operator From Michigan. We
may meet up with other tag-alongs on
Saturday. Even better, my wifeJoAnn,the
Sweetest ShuttleBunny | know, hasagreed
to come aong.

Saturday morning dawns clear and
crisp. John and Stu arrived late Friday
night. Just likeold times for Johnand me,
except that in the old days our ever-
galant companion had always been the
redoubtable and resplendent Day Glow
David Boyd, a.k.a. Cat-in-the-Hat. All we
need for a truly realistic reenactment of
the old days is for Stu to don a bit more
colorful kayaking garb and to... to.... Ah
well, a Stu-da-Baker or a Cat-in-the-Hat; a
third isa third, I'll leave it at that.

As we are getting ready to shuttle,

Photo by JoAnn

another of my new friendsand soon-to-be
hero, Josh Kaufman shows up. Josh has
brought his video camera with him, and
that makes him everybody's hero.

By the time shuttle is set, the day has
progressed from frost al over to warm as
toast. Anumber of other boatersareready
to put-on, including a group from the DC
area and a couple of Pyranha paddling
locals. On the first surfing wave, 1 com-
ment to Stu and Josh that even though 1
am wearing little more than | would dur-
ing Gauley Season, | feel overdressed.
Josh respondsthat we should always have
such Thankssiving-weekend problems.

Stu is paddling a new boat, a Wave
Sport Godzilla. | ask him how he likesit.

With a purposeful grimace
And aterrible sound

He pullsthe spitting
Hightension wiresdown...

Stu says he likes his new boat fine.
Me, | cannot get that darned Blue
Oyster Cult song out of my head.

We play our way down to Initiation.
A less experienced boater from Indi-
ana, also named John, is unsure of
what to expect from the river at this
level. He also seems to be a bit unsure
of the order of the rapids, so we
informally shepherd him and his friend
down.

The first of the big rapids is Insig-
nificant. | feel confident | can do the
boof near the bottom on river left. So
doesonedf thelocals. We both are alittle
less than aggressive in our effortsin mak-
ing the move to get left. Our reward for
our lack of effort is the same. We both
piton on the rock we are trying to boof,
and we both flip. Those who choose the
more traditional line are rewarded with
drier sinuses.

In the first rapid below Insignificant,
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the undercut rock on far river
|eft that caused a bit of mayhem
back on Gauleyfest Weekend is
quite apparent. And it's quite
apparent that thisisagood place
to avoid at any level.

Indiana John is demonstrat-
ing hislack of Gauley knowledge
when he asksif we are at Pillow
yet. That's OK. | like people who
aren't afraid to ask. No, we are
now at Iron Curtain, a big wave
train. John Kobak later attests
that thisisthe only rapid he has
aproblem with al day. I'm right
behind him and get to see dl o
it—it being the bottom o the
Kobak Pirouette.

The next rapid of conse-
guenceisPillow Rock. Pillow,ah
Fillow, how you've been de-
graded. Onceconsidered aClass
vV +, American Whitewater now
considersPillowamereClassiV.
But Pillow Rock still has one sa-
lient feature to confound the unwary: The
Room of Doom.

Back on abeautiful Memorial Day week-
end at similar flows (850-1200 cfs), |
watched my buddy Rob Hammond attain
the Room and make it seem effortless. So
| attempted to attain the Room. Onesmall
problem with my attempt: | flipped on the
pillow. Not wanting to swim andunableto
paddle roll on my onside due to being
right up against Pillow Rock, | let go of my
paddle and hand rolled. This is great!
Well, it seemed great until | watched my
paddl|eget sucked way deep into the crack
in The Room. Unwilling to risk life and
limb for a mere piece o fiberglass, |
abandoned my paddle and continued
downstream withafriend's breakdown. (I
did eventually get that paddle back, but
that's another story).

This time | run Pillow while my
buddies scout. On my first run | at-
tempt the splat and get what | always
get for this sort of effort—trashed. |
spend the next 10 minutes or so attempt-
ing enders at Volkswagen Rock while
watching others run. In the meantime
Josh has made his run and, with video
camera in hand, isset up on Pillow Rock.
After waiting and waiting with John and
Stu yet to run even once, | figure what the
heck, I'll carry up and run again. This
second run is good fun. My attitude is
decidedly casual. | get stern squirted in
the middle and for once actualy manage
something resembling asplat on Pillow—
al on video!
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Paul Lang attacks Sweets Falls at 1000 cfs.

.«Oh no! They say he's got
To go. Go, go Godzillal

John and Stu have completed their
video-recorded rides and have gotten out
on river right to eat lunch. Lunch really
isn't part of my itinerary, | don't fedl like
carrying up to run again, and doingenders
at Volkswagen Rock has proven mostly
fruitless. So, what to do?1f idle hands are
thedevil'sworkshop, then bored paddlers
are the paddlesnake's workshop. This
bored paddier decides that attaining the
Room is kind of looking like fun, espe-
cidly since there's gonna be time o-
plenty...

Oh, no! Theregoes Tokyo
Go, Go Godzilla!

Some people just never learn. 1 have
little trouble paddling up and onto the
Pillow.| am leaning aggressively onto the
Pillow. | find that the proper technique is
to aggressively lift the upstream thigh.
Unfortunately | find this bit of enlighten-
ment only after flipping. Dgja Vu al over
again. Out of breath after a couple o
unsuccessful rall attempts methinks, "Well
I'm not losing my paddle to that infernal
crack again." So | pull the rip cord.

«.History shows
Again and again

How Nature pointsup
Thefolly of men.

Now for the Chillin.' "Twas agood thing
that the local Pyranha boys are doin’

Photo by joAnn Lung

some herbal chillin® up on Pillow Rock.
Causeyourstruly isdoin” some bodacious
chillin’ in the Room. 'Tis an even better
thing that our video boater has put his
cameraaway. But the best thingisthat our
video boater has the only throw rope on
that side of the river. My dear friends
eating lunch on river right are of the
attitude that if you can't help, tisagrand
thing to sit back and enjoy the show.

And a show it is. Swimming in the
Room of Doom with a boat and paddle to
play tag with is easy. At least it's easy
compared with trying to swim out. After a
few round trips of futility, someone has
the good sense to yell for a rope. Yes, |
could have been respectful to life as |
know it and gotten the hell outta there
first, but that would have left some poor
slob of a kayaker (namely me) without
any paddling gear. So | tied my paddie to
therope. Eurekal My paddleissaved from
that accursed crack.

| try to swim out again with my boat.
My boat has other ideas. Next step, tie
boat onto rope. By stern. By stern 'cause
that's the only way | can be sure it won't
comeloose. Of course thisleaves a ton of
water in the bow. | hope those gents up
there got some stout arms if they think
they're gonna pull this thing straight up
Pillow Rock. Pulling straight up doesn't
work, but pulling upstream does.

My boat and | are good friends. My
boat and | part company. | sadly miss my
boat. Perhapstheseparation anxiety would
be lessened if someone could have pro-
duced another throw rope the instant my
boat was taken away. Because at the
Continues on page 67






moment theonly thing | am missing more
than my boat is my ability to consistently
keep my head above water. | ydl for a
rope. "Sorry dude, the only one we got is
tied to your boat." They say patience isa
virtue. At the moment virtue takes a back
seat to sundry other concerns.

A rope, arope! My kingdom for a rope!
I have no kingdom. Can | please have a
rope?At last my hero, the video kingJosh,
throws his rope to me. | can see it's not
easy for him to pull my lard butt around
that big rock, so I'm patient until | see the
rope clear the top of the rock. When | get
around the rock myself, | seeJoshisfairly
spent with reeling mein and is having all
he can do to keep pulling. My answer isto
pull hand-over-hand. The water is not
terribly unpleasant, but I just hate to keep
hoggingit dl to myself. | stumble
ashore, glad to be a land animal
onceagain, look across theriver,
and give the thumbs up to John
and Stu.

After drying out a bit on the
rock, 1 still have a boat to empty.
| also have a rapid to run again.

with the song about The Original Wrathful
Environmentalist.

With a pur poseful grimace
And aterrible sound
He pullsthe spitting
High tension wires down...

Oh, no, there goes The Meadow
Go, go, Godzilla...

History shows

Again and again

How Nature points up
The folly of men.

We arrive at Logt Paddle. | like Lost
Paddle at thislevel. It's not as pushy as at

My third run is exceptionally
clean. | just wish | had taken it
before and instead of attempting
attainments. But at this point the
factthat | had actually been chillin’
escapes me.

At the bottom, my friend Stu
asks meif | am cold. Before| can
answer, Stuinterjected that | must
be, 'cause | surewaschillin’in The
Room. That Stu—what an imagi-
nation! Albert Einstein, another
one of my heroes, was once
quoted, "Imagination ismoreim-
portant than knowledge."

At the wave just downstream
of Pillow | decide to do a little
tandem surfing with my Kayak-
ing Lord and Master, Mr. John
Kobak. John's concern for me is
quite touching. While side-by-side on the
wave heasksmeif | am cold. | answer that
| am much warmer as| am now so close
tomy #1 Hero. With thisshow of affection
| am once again treated to those tender
mercies so unique to my Kayaking Lord
and Master: A quick paddle blade to my
chest and John is no longer troubled with
having to share a surf with a serf like me.

The river below Pillow Rock is mostly
Class11-111 until it getsto Lost Paddle. Just
above Lost Paddle the Meadow River adds
itsflowtotheGauley. | havenever paddled
any section of the Meadow, although I'd
like to someday. In my head, thoughts of
the Meadow and its uncertain fate due to
a proposed power line crossing merge

full release, but it makesup for it by being
alot moretechnical. The DC paddlers, the
locals, and the Keelhaulers dl seem to run
this long rapid at about the same time.
And we dl do fine. Same for Ship Rock,
only by now the locals have gotten way
ahead of us.

Iron Ring at this level is one mean-
lookin’” mutha. If you've never seen it at
low water, | would highly encourage you
to stop and scout. If you were so hapless
asto becasual about your approach inthe
top of therapids, whereanasty holelurks,
then heaven help your dermal layer inthe
left side of what's below. Because what's
below is Woodstock Rock. Go right of the
rock and the worst you can expect is an

abrupt round of ego downsizing. Go left,
through a haf a boat length wide, horse-
shoe-shaped defile created in the olden
daysby loggers blasting the riverbed and,
and, ...wdl it ain't gonna be pretty.
Those of us who get out to scout find
thissight inspiring. Thosewho don't— the
locals— have found their inspiration else-
where. The scouting crowd is impressed
with their daring-do. They both attempt to
boof the top hole, only to stall, fal in the
hole, backender, and flip. At the time,
methinks that only one thing kept them
from being washed over to the nasty spot
ontheleft—someprovidential water sprite
intervening on their behalf for good deeds
doneat the Room of Doom. They later say
that they had seen what they were at-
tempting screwed up so many timeswith

per
. ‘..-‘-

...we run Insignificant cleanly; we head on
down to Rillow.Johnasks, "Hey Paul, gonnatry
_for the Room of Doom today?”

nary aharmful result that therisksseemed
minimal. As the lone swimmer, | am a
sinner. | long for redemption. But that
broken record of a song is still coursing
through my synapses.

-..Higtory shows
Again and again

How Nature points up
Thefolly of men.

|, along with dl the spectators, elect to
walk.

Therest of theday islargely uneventful
Gauley fare. Because the late autumn sun
has long since deserted the depths of the
canyonthat isthe Upper Gauley,wespend
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littletime playing. Everybody runsSweets
Falls. Some are upright at the bottom and
some are not. | don't keep score, but |
think al the Keelhaulers remain upright.

At the take-out we bid farewell to my
hero Josh. Seems he's got some kind of
test to study for or whatnot, so he will not
be paddling with us tomorrow. Josh has
his priorities. | leave it to you, gentle
reader, to judge their propriety—I am not
one to malign my heroes.

Lest the reader get the impression that
we Keelhaulers are of a sort that would
chafe old Oliver Cromwell's backside, let
me say this. While on the river before,
during, and after my little escapade in the
Room, | must admit that my attitude was
decidedly, shall we say, Cavalier.

Later that evening, away from the fun
and excitement of the moment, | had time
to muse. My introspection led me to pon-
der my fate had no one been on Pillow
Rock with a throw bag. A number o
troubling questionsflitted in and out of my
mind. Mainly, could | have escaped the
Room without assistance? The upshot is
that I'm glad | never needed to find out.
And yes, Josh, that does make you and the
locals heroes.

Sunday dawns not dissimilar from Sat-
urday: Mogtly clear and a little frosty, but
decidedly warmer. With our Keelhauler
paddling group reduced to three, and with
one o those three facing a long road trip
back to Michigan, weopt for an early start.
Hence John and JoAnn have long since
been running shuttle before any other
boaters even arrive at the put-in.

Stu and | talk of various things while
waiting. Stu regalesmewith his newfound
knowledge o volcanic vents in the deep
ocean known as fumaroles and the weird
lifeformsfound nearby them. Thisdiscus-
sion of strange aquatic creatures leads, in
a free and easy progression, to a discus-
sion of our paddling partner. No, we are
not bashing My Lord of Kayaking. In fact
our conversation held atouch of awe. | can
seetheold guy hasslowed down alittle bit
inhisplayingin thelast year or so. But till,
Mr. Kobak is the only 62-year-old | know
who is regularly out there paddling the
likes of the Big Sandy, Upper Yough, and
Upper Gauley.

As the other boaters begin to filter in
our conversation is interrupted by one of
the women from DC. "Hi, 'm T , "
shesays. | say, yes, | remember, we were
introduced yesterday. "Well | don't re-
member your name and 'Room of Doom
Guy' is probably not the only name you'll
wantto livewith." | guess!'ll bealongtime
living that one down. "My name is Paul."

"OK, Paul, whileyou werein the Room,
did you ever think about stemming the
crack?" If the reader will pardon my igno-
rance o mountain climbing lingo, the
reader can only imagine where my
thoughts might be heading at the mo-
ment. Something like 'I know us male
Keelhaulers are of a MANLY sort, but
sheesh!" | respond that | do not under-
stand. "You know, kind of like wedge
yourself in the crack and climb up." Well
no, that thought had not occurred to me.
| hope | never find myself in a position
again where | might test its efficacy.

Not long after this conversation, my
Sweetest Shuttle Bunny arrives with her
precious cargo. Another day of fun be-
gins. We notice right away that the re-
lease has been cut back to 950 cfs. We
play in a couple of spots above Insignifi-
cant, we run Insignificant cleanly; we
head on down to Pillow.

Johnasks, "Hey Paul, gonnatry for the
Room of Doom today?"

Normally | am of a most delicate and
retiring nature. Even the thought of using
inappropriate language causes my timid
heart to palpitate. But some occasions
demand a more lusty thought process.

“F*#% rd" is my reply.

At this point in our paddling relation-
ship,John and | rarely describe our lines
to oneanother. Not that it would do much
good, for unless there is a significant
hazard to be pointed out, | doubt either
one o us would listen. Sill | have to
wonder — didJohnreally plan on catching
that grabby eddy in the Room?I don't ask,
I just whoop. John later admits that his
line had been something of an improvisa-
tion. Like"I'm too far left and I've got two
options— splat Pillow or eddy out in The
Room." | can appreciate eddying out in
The Room, but it's too bad we didn't get
tosee that splat! | can only hope John will
indulge next time.

We go through Lost Paddle and point
out afew landmarks to Stu. Like the hole
at the bottom of Third Drop. Also the raft
line at fourth drop— not so gnarly as we
run it today, but gnarlified with big holes
at full release.

John says he wants to grab a bite at
Iron Ring. Thisis cool with me—I again
don't feel the need to eat, but scouting
that bad boy sounds enlightening. Stu
offersmean orange. I've got other things
on my mind. Like redemption. As John
and Stu are packing up and getting ready
towalk oneadf them asks,"You running it,
Paul?'

| respond that | might. | wait until at
least one of my companionsisin his boat
at the bottom of the drop. Securing my
spray skirt and locking my posture to the
'serious business attitude', | am off.

My plan is to run the center
tongue from the top, boof the hole in the
first part of the drop, then dodgethe steep
hole at the bottom. An alternative would
have been to take a line more routinely
run at full release — begin on the left
tongue and work right. About midway
into the approach, a hole that | hadn't
thought much of while scouting has me
wishing | had gone with thestandard plan.
It kicks me left. Thistidbit of unexpected
misfortune has me spouting more
language I'd prefer not to repeat in this
narrative. Only one thing to do now, lad,;
dig in and head right with dl your might.
I am relieved toclear thefirst holewith not
so much as the merest lifting of my bow.
The second holeawaits. On my only other
attempt of Iron Ring at this low level, the
second holewasthe onethat got me. This
makes my redemption today al the
sweeter. | am through clean, clean, clean.

Redemption, | am told, can bea
short-lived water sprite. Insomeno-name
drop below Iron Ring | flip.

Onehighlight not to be missed at
this level is the set of surf waves a few
hundred yards above Sweet's Falls. At
least it's not to be missed by me.John just
paddles right on by them — and thisisno
surprise. But | told Stu about them. His
feeble attempt at surfing disappoints me.
I remember having to fight my fellow
Keelhaulers for a place on those waves
back on Memorial Day weekend. By the
time I'm done playing John and Stu have
already gone over Sweet's.

It isat this point that | choose to
end my tale of Chillin’ on The Gauley. Too
soon | am back ridingthesameold monster
in thesameold rat race. But for one brief
and glorious late November weekend
another monster - the one in the song —
reminds me of one df thefinest riversthe
East hasto offer, of "thefolly & men", and
to chill.

[member of Ohio's KeelhaulersWhitewater
[Club and a frequent contributor to
[_m rican Whitewa r.
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The Sixth ANIMAL Upper Gauley Race
called a "Howling" Success

By Donnie Hudspeth

Monday, October 5th, 1999 — Itis Gauley Season in West Virginiaand the circushascometo town.
Thistime o year is afavorite for whitewater paddlers everywhere, o course. It's a time to see old

paddling buddies, to meet new paddling buddies, check out new boats, socialize a bit, and...do the

Gauley Race! Last year's racewas Fantastic— plenty of water, friendly competition and killer prizes, in
fact over $5,000in cash and prizes! Thefastest man, Andrew McEwan, and the fastest woman, Carolyn
Porter, each received a Gold Watch and new kayaks, compliments of Stafford Jewelers, Perception, and
Dagger. Raft Teams raced for cash, with thewinner " Chickswith stix plus two tix" taking home $600.
"Team Wing" was less than a minute behind, and the "NARRly chicks" placed third. Whitewater
Photography donated $100 to American Whitewater for each and every raft team that competed.
Thanks to all of you for supporting the race by volunteering as safety boaters, timers, racers, and
SpONSOrs.

Thisyear's raceisset for Monday October 4th, 1999. Comeout and haveagreat FAST timewithus |

- and celebrate our sport!

Specia thanks to our fine sponsors last year: o Photoes courtesy
Title Sponsor '._ Whitewater Photography
Stafford Jewelee's  ~ Tea oL .
Primary Sponsors
Yerceplion Rayaks

Dagger Kavaks
Halzoul
Whitewater Photography
North American River Runners
Gorge Guide
Mtn State Canoe & Kayak

Contributing Sponsors
Cellular One
Ridge Rider
Blue Ridge Outdoors
Appomattox River Company
The Athlete's Foot
Starrk Moon
Mountain Surf
Oros
Rapidstyle
Sidewinder
East West Printing
C93 RV

ChrisHipgrave, 2nd overal, high speed in Pillow Rock.
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1998 Upper Gauley Race Results

Racer Class Time Dverall In Class
Wildwater

Andrew McEwan............cven..... WW............. 47:03 .o, O 1
Chris Hipgrave .....coceevvevnennensensensiensienniennnnn 48145 2 e 2
Middy Tilghman ..., 49:02 i 1< T 3
Dave Persolja......cccocveeeecnrcecncecccnecce 51:47 e, 4o 4
MIKE BECK .evveeeureeireereieeeseeeeeeeeesneessneesseeeens 55:17 e 10 v, 5
Wildwater C1

Andy Bridge ........cc.ccouvervnnen. WWCH ..o, 5222 i, B oo 1
Wavehopper —Men

Howard Tidwell..........c.ccce.e.... Whopper ........... 51:50 ...ccrerenene 5 e 1
Clem Newbold .....cveveereeeeeeeceeiereeeerceeinaens 52:45 e, T oo 2
Bobby Hartridge.........ccoooveveeeeeceeeiieieveein 53:05. s 8 e 3
Jonathon Gold ......cceveeviernienienserie e 56:14.....oeeeeee 16 e, 4
Wavehopper —Women

Carolyn Porter ......ccoeenvennn WhopperW ......... 5529 i 1 e 1
Shannon Carroll .e.eeeeeeeeeeeerereeeeseeree e 55:54 i 13 2
Colleen Laffey .ovvvveireeiiercee e 56:01 i 14 e 3
Deb RUENIE......eeeceee e 56:46....cuueenen. 17 e, 4
Tracy HiNES ...cvevveevieeiiiinienie e 1:02:26................. 25 e 5

Middy Tilghman on hisway to 3rd overall.
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Orerall im Class
Salom—Men
Eric Lindberg.......ccccovevivruenene Slalom.............. 54:48 ..o < I 1
Philip Coleman...........ccccvreeeviceenecnciienieneas 55:36 e 12 e, 2 b
Jeff NEISON ... 56:13 e 15 e 3 |
Patrick MYErS ........ccovoeeeeeirnniiecreeeies 56:57 oo 18 e 4
Pete PErsolja........ccocveverevevencnciniicecenienees 57:19 e 19 i 5
Wally Hatfield ..........cocceevvenciiiinieene 57:48 . 20 s 6
ANArew WELESS.........cooeeerrererecciiieseesenenees 59:44 ... 21 e 7
Jason AlleN ... 10105 23 s 8
David McFaden .........coveeeevcvvrveneenenenecnnnnen 1:01:50 eeveecneeennne 24 o 9
Playboat —Men
Barney Bonito .............ccoueee. Playboat......... E 1T O« S T
Wayne Amsbury .....ccoevveveeneecerenenesesesenens WK P2 [ O —
Dave Liebenberg .......cocveeeeeeeeeeeceerseseseens T 1 | e ¢ A s |
Ryan Gaujot....cceeevevieeiiineieccieieee L9 28 i
Ted MaSON ..o 1008 o M b
Chad FOreman .........cceeeveeeenesereesee e 10612 i L .
T.K. ShieldS....coovvieeireineeecc e 1:06:49 ............... L o el 7
The winning raft team at Sweet's!
| E— |
[B1 | IS
| =
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|
Photos courtesy
. Whitewater Photography ,°
Oyerad in Ciags
Playboat—Women
Sarah Gillfillan ........ccoceeneeee. Playboat.......... 1:12:40 ... 36 e 1
0ocC1
Steve Fraiser ......ocoveeienneennd Open Canoe...... 1:05:22............... 29 e 1
Milt ATKEN .o 1:06:39 i 32 e 2
TOM JACKSON ..cvvvereeirereeeee e s s L9, 39 e 3
Shredder
Team Toby ..o, Shredder ........ 1:24:26.....cueneen. AL i 1
Raft
Chicks w/Stix PlUS 2 tiX cvevveeerrerrirensersnrennnes 1:08:31 .o 7 1
TEAM WiING ... 1:09:23 i 35 s 2
NARRIy Chicks.....cccoeieviiiiiiiiiiien e LIZ33 e 37 e 3
BEEr iISLOVE vveviviiee et LT556 e 38 e 4
Screaming Beavers........covcvveeerien e s s 1:20:22 s V210 R 5
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GRANP CANYON”

-

THE EARTH'S GREATEST RIVERS WITH $WA'S WORLD CLASS GUIDES

Cume to Ecuador and kayak in the heart of some af the world's most
spectacular terrain while enjoying the luxery of our eaclusive new river
side lodge. Our playgrounds are the clear waters ol steep upper-Andean
streams and the thundering rapids of big volume Amazon tributaries. SWA'
trips offer kayakers of all levels the unique opportunity to experience
fantastic whitewater In one of the most interesting regions an earth,

ECUADOR HORWAY

¢ November - February * August

= Beginner - Expert
* New riverside lodge

= Class N+ I+

MIDDLE FORK OF
THE SALMOM

* Playboats and Traditional = Kayak or raft
= & day trip

* June and July

GRAND CANYOMN
= Kayak or aft
» Seplember or Dectober

1'3907'535‘39?5 + PO Box 262 » Howard, CO 81233 » e-mail: kayakswa@bewellnet.com
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SEE THINGS THE WA~
YOU'VE NEVER SEEN THEN

LEARN WHAT YOU THOUGH:
YOU'D NEVER LEARM

GO PLACES YYOU THOUGH

YOU'D NEVER &C
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WITNESS MOVES ZYOU'VI
NEVER DREAMED Ol

Three spectacular films
from [Riot Entertainment:

Operation: Zulu - An international paddling adventure thar

brings o the screen the very first Freewhaels, Acrials, Wave
ricks and extrama playboating ever caught on film.

Searching for the Gee Spor - Corran Addisons advancs
playboating instructional video, covering Flarwarer
Cartwheeling. Wave Spinning. Acrial Blunis, Freewheels an
more. A must have for even advanced paddiers.

Wicked .[J‘quid- The Zambezi River playboating speciacuy

lar. The most outrageous, bigwarer extrame playboating vl
caught on film - you won t believe il

Tel: 514.931.0366 Fax: 514.931.4421 www.riothayaks.com



Rok Sribar sneaks down a sfeep side chufe on the lower Clavey. Photo by C. Koll :

M theend d the second day.

After nine hoursd paddling, the four o
us had arrived at the confluence d the
Clavey River with the Toulemme. An addi-
tional 12 milesd the Toulemme remained
before our take-out at Wards Ferry.

y fina humiliation arrived toward
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By Chris Koll

Itwassix inthe eveningin early May. The Cdliforniasun
that warmed usduring the day had dipped behind therim o
steep hills rising from both sides of the river. We wearily
paddled into the gathering dusk, choosing straightforward
routes through rapids and laboring across swift-flowing
pools.

| lagged behind my younger companions. Johnny Kern,
noting my obvious fatigue, dropped back to join me.

"How are you doing, Chris?" John asked solicitoudly.
"Wouldyou liketotakeabreak?Pull off for alittle bit?Maybe
take a little nap?"

"Hédl, no!" | barked, embarrassed by his concern.

O course, intruth, Johnny's concernwaswarranted. The
dull ache in my left shoulder reminded me o the calcium
deposit building in the joint. Athrobbing pain in my dam-
aged right knee forced me to slip my leg out o the thigh
brace. Themusclesin my lower back felt closetoaspasmand
my oft-broken right foot threatened to cramp. | struggled
through even the easy rapids.

Yes | confess.. .Twould have loved to eddy out and takea
res—if not a nap. But any delay would have raised the
prospect o running the remainder of the river by the light
o Johnny's headlamp.

That was an adventure | wasn't anxious to experience.
Becausealong with my deteriorating muscles and joints—
my night vision was starting to slip as well.

For years | had only vicariously experienced expedition

| boating. Oh, during the past two decades | managed to

stumble down a number of challenging Eastern rivers
through relatively remote terrain. But as | neared haf a
century inage, | found mysdf opting for whitewater adven-
turesd limited duration.

Infact, | alwaystried to observe afew simple guidelines
when selecting potential paddling destinations:

e Never boat a river where climbing gear is recom-

mended asan aid in portaging.

* Never boat a river where portages are described as
mostly at river level.

e Never boat a river where choosing an appropriate
headnet is more critical than selecting color-coordi-
nated paddling gear.

* Never boat ariver whereyou need to pack toilet paper.

e Never boat a river where you need to carry more
provisionsthanaquart d Diet Cokeand aSnickershbar.

* And finally —never, never boat a river where you can't
get off thewater in time for Happy Hour.

Granted —these criteria have limited my explorations o
wilderness whitewater to information gleaned from guide-
booksor magazine articles during extended sessions rel ax-
ing on the toilet. And from the comfort o my bathroom—
the various accounts sometimes seemed, well, compelling.

And to make mattersworse, many o my paddling com-
panions (having refused to recognize my sensible restric-
tions) often trai psed off on multi-day expeditionsto obscure
locationsin Mexico,Asa South Americaor northern Canada
to return beaten and bug-bitten with tales o exhilarating
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whitewater and stories o brutal hardships.

Listening to their epics, I'd find myself simultaneously
fascinated and repelled. And gradually, my better sense
began to erode. Surely — the prospect o exploring territory
seldom traversed by other boaters must surely beworth the
sacrifice of afew physical comforts...

Naahhhh... Even aweekend o difficult day trips reduced
me to awhimpering ruin barely able to limp into my office
chair for thebeginning o thework week. Co-workerswould
simply shaketheir headsand exclaim: “Chris—
what on earth ever happened to you?"

To their inquiries—1 developed a standard
rejoinder that might beadopted asthemottofor
al over-40 hardboaters:

"It only hurts on Mondays."

But the problem with atrue wildernesstrip
is that Monday morning might still find me
stranded on some desolate river without a hot whirlpool or
abottle o Ibuprofin in sight.

My attitude regarding expedition boating was reinforced
after anill-fated foray threeyears ago on the Tareau section
of the Jacques Cartier just north o Quebec City.

Ostensibly — the Tareau can be paddled in a long
day...which explainswhy it passed my rigid list o qualifica-
tions. But thesection doesstretch thedefinition o aday trip.
The Tareau runs through 18 miles o totally inaccessible
wilderness and its middle eight miles features some o the
most challenging and continuous ClassV rapidsin eastern
North America

My one previoustrip downtheriver required eight hours
for our group o three to reach the take-out — but thistime
| was boatingwith aparticularly strong party with consider-
able experience on the Tareau. | figured that despite the
length of the run—
we'd be back in Que-
bec City in time for
dinner and bottles of
wine.

O course, those
plans went awry from
the start after we ar-
rived at the put-in to
findtherivervirtually
at flood—a full 18
inchesover thegauge
rock that typically in-
dicates a medium/
high water level.

After considerable
hemmingand hawing,
the group dynamic
(and the need to es-
cape a cloud o black
flies) overwhelmed
common sense. We
put on.

Clavey River campground

At highwater, the Tareau isfilledwith long, steep rapids
al requiringaseriesdf complex movesto negotiate. I'd enter
thetop of arapid more-or-lessin thesame placed theboater
in front of me and then blindly fight my way down, around
and through a maze of ledges, holes, and boulders.

I'd bewinded by thetime | reached the bottom eddy and
needed to pause a moment to catch my breath before
plunging back into the torrent. But with eight paddiersin
our group, there never seemed time to pause beforeanother

wild-eyed

" . A boater would
How are you doing, Chris?" John careen into
asked solicitously. “Would you like my sanctuary
to take a break? Pull off for a little ~ forcing me
bit? Maybe take a little nap?" Prsl gYnpe

It was not

arelaxing day on theriver. O course, we had afew unantici-
pated opportunities to compose ourselves whilewaiting for
several members o the group to rebuild their psyches(and
collect scattered equipment) after horrible swims. But even
these respiteswere not appreciated asaswarm d blackflies
followed usdown the river —waiting to attack every timewe
approached the shore. And as | waited — swatting flies—for
breakdown paddlesto be assembled and boats to be drained,
| felt an overwhelming sense of anxiety: more d the same
water remained downstream and | worried that my turn to
swim lay in the rapid around the bend.

Andindeed it was. Atthebottom of aparticularly longand
nasty ClassV the Tareau dropped over afinal five-foot ledge
between partially exposed boulders. | threaded my linedown
theright between the jagged rocksand through the hydrau-
licat the base df theledge. | blinked away the spray from my
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eyes to discover three swimmers and a yardsale o equip-
ment bobbing in the hole on the l&ft.

| paddied over into a large, swirling eddy flanked by
abrupt cliffsto help gather up the pieces. Suddenly, thetail
d my Hurricane was sucked down into awhirlpool. For 30
seconds, my boat splatted the sheer wal in a perfect back-
ender while | struggled to bring the nose down. Then,
inexplicably, the tail o the boat dropped two feet deeper in
thewhirlpool leaving only the nosedf the Hurricaneand my
head above water.

Andy Opler ski jumpsa hydraulic on the Clavey River. Phafo by C. Koll

| bailed—adding to the chaos of the moment.

Boats and paddierswere finaly reunited— but any illu-
sions| harbored about wilderness boating had been dashed.
One o our party had suffered adlightly dislocated shoulder
and a cracked rib and was barely able to continue. But the
prospect d striking camp and calling in helicopter evacua-
tion was almost unthinkable. Wewere unprepared to spend
thenight and the possibility o lingeringfor anadditional 12
hourswhile under constant assault from the flieswas hor-
rifying. Arescue team would discover only our white, blood-
less carcasses.

Weall finally escaped the Tareau. But the sense of accom-
plishment | took from the experience failed to overcome the
physical and emotional toll.

Thefollowing morning | wasawakened by thescreams of
my buddy Ed Kiesawhowassleepingintheback of my truck:

"l can't see...| can't see...I'm blind," Kiesascreamed ina
panic.

| opened thetailgate to discover Kiesathrashing wildly in
his sleeping bag, rubbing his eyeswith hisfists. Dozens of
blackfly biteson hisface had swollen his cheeks and eyelids
shut. Finally, after a minute of massage, Kiesa could open
his eyesto thewidth o aslit and vision was restored.

| wasdtill laughing at Kiesa's predicament when | looked
in the driver's mirror at my own face. It looked like | had

American Whitewater

been on thelosing end of a bar fight.

This time—it hurt on more than just Monday. And |
resolved to never forget my paddling guidelines.

So.. .by now you might be curious— given my aversion to
paddling under expeditionary conditions, how the hell did |
ever find mysdlf sniveling and whining down the Toulomme
with day rapidly fading to night?

Simple. | was ambushed.

| first met my friend Rok Sribar eight yearsago soon after
he arrived from Slovenia to complete his PhD program at
Cornell University in upstate New Y ork.
We initially hooked up on the Black
River and soon | was showing Rok
down some o my favorite eastern
whitewater runsliketheBottomMoose,
Upper Y ough, and the Gauley.

Wedll, tobehonest, dl | really did was
lead Rok to the put-ins. Because once
onthewater, Rok seldom required any
assistance.

Unfortunately, Rok somehow felt a
sense df obligation to return the favor
by showing medownsome dof hisfavor-
ite rivers. And because Rok was one of
those paddlerswho failed to recognize
thewisdom o my guidelines, | aways
triedtoavoidsituationswhere hewould
set the boating itinerary. But after a
while, it became more and more diffi-
cult finding excuses why | couldn't
accompany him on his latest adven-
ture down some gawd-awful run.

The problemwas solved twoyearsago when Rok accepted
apromotion and relocated to San Francisco thereby remov-
ing me from his sphere o influence.

Now, Rokwould fly back to New Y orkacoupl etimesayear
tovisit, boat the Bottom Mooseand preside over the prepa-
ration and consumption o pre-river dinners and wine-
tasting marathons at my camp in Old Forge. And while
twisting corks from bottles—Rok regaled us with tales of
hideously difficult and remote Californiarunsthat mademy
exploitson the Tareau pale by comparison.

Lord knows | missed Rok. But sometimes | thanked God
he was a continent away.

That sad—I guess| only have mysdlf to blamefor telling
Rok that my wife Caron and | were planning to visit Califor-
niafor the American Whitewater 1999 spring board meet-

...although Andy's belly showed the
effects of those boats full of beer, his
legs were thick and knotted with
muscle—testimony to long climbs up
those interesting side canyons.
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ing. Rok immediately notified his employer that he would
require a week of vacation in May and assured me that he
would handle all the logistics d our trip.

"l haveall the gear for camping and cooking,” Rok said.
"We won't be able to make specific plans until we see what
the levelsarewhile you're here."

"We're looking for a relaxing vacation—I don't know if
well want to do a lot o cooking,” | said. "Maybe paddie
something a little challenging— hang out in shorts for a
while—then hit a nice restaurant for dinner and drinksin
the evening.”

" Sometimes you have to cook,” Rok countered. "On the
rivers we run in California—the shuttles are usually long
and you have to camp back in the mountains near the put-
in...

Maybel wasn't listening asclosdly as| should
have. Maybe | should have been reading be-
tween thelines. Becauseat that point, | should
have recognized that the rivers Rok wasalready
considering were not going to fit my list of
guidelines.

"We're going to camp out o our boats?" |
asked incredulously.

Rokwason thephone. Our planshad changed.
Rok would be unable to join usfor two days—
but hehad set upan overnight ontheToulemme
for Caron and me. His pa Andy Opler would
guide us down the river.

"Of course," Rok said. “I'll meet you at the
take-out Tuesday night so you won't have to
drive a shuttle. Then well figure out what to
paddie for the rest o the week."

"Welllll...OK."

The interminable conference in Kernville
had finally concluded. Caron had spent two daysboating the
Limestonesectiond the Kernwith Kitty Tuscanowhilel sat
inthemeetings. Wespentafinal day ontheKern boating the
Forkssection before heading north to meet Andy. But before
driving out d town, we had a hasty stop at aloca paddling
store to buy nearly $200 of dry bags.

O course—we had cometo California prepared to eat in
restaurantsand camp out o our rental car. And | wasn't sure
if our bulky sleeping bagsand heavy tent would fit into our
newly purchased dry bags. Oh wdl— figured—at least I'd
have plenty o room for cigars.

Monday morning dawned cold and wet. Caron, Andy, and
| stood on the porch o the Casa Loma, hands thrust deep
into out pockets, watching water stream from the eves.

Located at the top df the road that lead to the Toulemme
put-in, the CasaLoma wasaCaliforniaversion of an Eastern
diner wherepaddlerstraditionally meet to planshuttlesover
breakfast. No biscuitsand gravy, but the CasaLoma did offer
cappuccino, an assortment o herbal teas, and a choice of
seven-grain or sun-dried tomato bagels.

No wonder California boaters seemed so whippet slim.

But unlike Eastern greasy-spoons, one wall o the Casa

Loma was dedicated to shelves full of paddling gear and a
television continuously playing whitewater videos hung in
the corner. | ordered a bagel and a pair o booties.

But despite my new booties, | wasn't ecstatic about
embarking on an overnight kayak trip on an uncharacteris-
tically cold and wet Californiamorning. But since Andy was
our host, | tried to hide my lack o enthusiasm.

Because, | sensed that Andy would prefer spending a
night outdoors alongside ariver than in asuite at the Four
Seasons. Hehad just returnedto Californiaafter threeweeks
in the Grand Canyon and in June he had wrangled a two-
week permit for the Middle Fork Salmon.

"l love spending time on the Toulemme," Andy said.
"SometimesI'll go in there by myself with just my fly rod, a

Clavey River nose jobs. Photo by C. Koll

little oil and lemon, and as much beer as| canloadin my boat
and spend three days in there. When the river is high—up
over 6000 cfs—the surfing is tremendous and the fishing
just gets better. | could stay in there for days just surfing,
exploring neat side canyons, and reading."”

And indeed—Andy looked like a prototypica river per-
son. Although only in hismid-thirties, Andy appeared alittle
wornaround theedges. Hishead wascrowned with afrizzled
tonsured hair while hisface sported a permanent two-day
growth. And although Andy's belly showed the effects of
those boatsfull o beer, hislegswere thick and knotted with
muscle— testimonyto long climbsup thoseinterestingside
canyons.

Fortunately, Andy also proved remarkably perceptive.
Standing on the porch o the Casa Loma, he must have
sensed my hesitancy.

"Of course, we could do the Toulemme asaday trip,” he
said. "It's 18 miles and you can paddle it easy in an after-
noon—you just don't have as much time to hike and hang
out in the canyon.”

"Hey...that's a great idea," | said—perhaps a little too
quickly. "I mean, the weather is pretty lousy...we redly
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aren't equipped to camp...we haven't even bought food.. .”

Theweather wasfinally starting to break aswe turned off
the CasaLoma Road, crossed a cattle guard ontoadirt lane,
and started our descent into the Toulemme canyon toward
the put-in. The road was cawed into the side d the canyon
wall and the left shoulder dropped steeply to the river a
thousand feet below.

Thelane lead upstream toward Y osemite and every turn
revealed a new panorama d ablue ribbon of water punctu-
ated by stretches of frothy white and framed by the distant
snow-capped peaks of the high Sierras. | found mysdf
starting to share Andy's enthusiasm for the river.

That feeling was heightened once on the water. The
Toulemme was running at a medium flow —around 4,000
cfs—and we quickly bombed down the first six miles o
continuous Class IIT and 1V rapids maneuvering around
ominous hydraulic and hooting and hollering down exhila-
rating wavetrains. Within an hour, we arrived at the run's
most prominent drop—Clavey Falls.

We spent haf an hour on shore at Clavey Fals—not
scouting the rapid—but rather poking around the river
bank. Caron and Andy engaged in alively discussion regard-
ing the geology of some rock formations and then Andy
pointed out the high-water mark o the flood several years
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Rok Sribar ski jumps a hydraulic on the Clavey. Phaoto
by €. Kall

...he's been draggingme down
these steep, technical creek runs
that are really hard. I'm not that
used to that kind of water and some
of the trips have been real scary.

past and then we hiked up towhere the Clavey dumped into
theriver.

Finally, almost as an afterthought, we jumped back into
our boats and blasted down the rapid from left to right.

And so the pace o the day was set. The river was a
convenient highway that quickly transported us from at-
traction to attraction.

We raced down to the ruins o an old stone powerhouse
that oncegenerated el ectricity for gold campslocated down-
stream. We pulled out again and scrambled over the stone
walls, examining the remains o the massive turbines and
other equipment and conjecturing how the materials were
ever transported at the turn o the century to this remote
location.

A few quick miles further down the river, we followed
Andy intotheentry o alargerapid, skirtedamassiveholeon
theleft, and then eddied next to a grove of willows.

"Thisisa prime spot for salvaging lost beer," Andy said.
"During the summer, rafts get worked in that hole al the
time—and all their gear and beer seem to end up in the
willows, especially private raftswhere they don't know how
torig their boat.

"I'vefound afirepan and kitchen box of gear and I've got
it stashed way back up in where no one can find it. | could
pull out here and camp indefinitely."

Back in thecurrent, wefinished therun-out o the rapid
and paddled to our next ssop—a perfect glassy waveflanked
by aconveyoreddy ontheright. Andy surfed for haf an hour.
Then, after a quick pause to drain his boat, he paddled
furiously downstream to a small tributary creek that cas-
caded into the Toulemme from the left.

"Thisside canyon isreally interesting,” Andy explainedas
he pulled out.

Wetrailed behind Andy ashe hoppedfrom rock torock up
thestream bed, swam acrossacalm pool, scaled asheer rock
ledge, and disappeared upstream where the creek tumbled
through anarrow defileover aseries o fals. Afew minutes
later, he reappeared from his exploration.

"Therearesome even better falsfurther upstream — but
thewater isalittle high toget to them," Andy said. "There's
another neat canyon downstream where the South Branch
Toulemme enters...”

Fortunately for me, dusk wasstarting to fall by thetime
we reached the South Branch and Andy figured he didn't
havetimefor a proper hike. We proceeded downstream and
soon reached the calm, dark waters o the San Pedro Reser-

American Whitewater V September / October1999



voir. As we paddled the final mile to the bridge at Wards
Ferry, Andy pointed out the dimples on the surface d the
water where rainbow trout wererising to take theevening's
catch o flies.

It wasarewarding, yet exhausting day. And it helped me
develop one more guideline used in selecting appropriate
rivers:

o Never boat a river with a paddler who has cached

camping gear on shore.

O course, | violated my new rule the very next day. But
therewere mitigating factors: Tuesday dawned crystal clear
and the bright morning sun carried the promise o an
afternoon so warm and beautiful that it had to be spent on
the water.

Besides, Rok had promised to meet usat Ward's Ferry by
6 pm.

Paddling with Andy, we barely
madeit in time.

Stroking the final mile across
thereservoir toWardsFerry, Andy
and | debated the probability of
Rok arriving on schedule to pick
us up.

Ifall had goneaccording toplan,
Rok had flown back into San Fran-
cisco from Paris that afternoon
around 1 pm. He would have im-
mediately checked gauge readings
on-line, packed his gear, loaded a
number o boats, set the cruise
control of hisbig Ford Expedition
at 90 mph, and roared away to-
ward the mountains.

Anyoneelsel'd expect toarrive
hours late— citing legitimate ex-
cuses of delayedflights, jet lag, or
California traffic. But not Rok.

"Helll takeit asapersonal chal-
lengeto behereontime,” | said."If
he's at dl late, hell drive like a

"But | get him back," Andy said. "About the only thing
that really scares Rok is bears. When we're back on these
rivers, he's dways asking me, 'Andy, do you think thereare
bears around here? O course, we never see any, but I'm
awaystelling him I'm seeing tracks."

Sure enough, Andy and | had barely slipped out o our
spray skirtswhen Rok'sgreen Expedition screeched around
thefinal corner o theone-lane road winding downtoWards
Ferry. Rok jumped from the car and greeted uswith ener-
getic hugs— showing no signsthat he had traveled haf way
around the world to meet us at the Toulemme take-out.

Boatswere quickly loaded and soon we were snaking our
way back up the hill. Rok'swife Sara— cognizantd my weak
stomach and Rok's penchant for high speed—sympatheti-
cally yielded thefront passenger seat to me. | hung my head
out thewindow likeadog on ahot
afternoonwhileRokwrenched the
big car around the endless series
o hairpin curves.

Not surprisingly, Rok had al-
ready formulated a scenario for
our next three days o paddling:

"We're going to meet Johnny
Kern for dinner and then we can
camp up the road from the Casa
Loma,” Rok explained. "Tomor-
row wecan head downtotheKings
or the South Merced."

“Doyouthink Caronwouldlike
these runs?" | asked.

“Wellll...maybe. But Sara
would redly liketo take her back
to San Franciscoand show her the
town."

Oh, oh, I thought — Rok knew
that my wifewasavery competent
Class V boater. He had paddied
with her on the Moose, Gauley,
and steep runsin Corsica. But he
also knew that she didn't favor

maniactakingwhat appearstoany
normal person asenormous risks
to get here when he says he will.
I've driven with him and he's scared me to desth—even
though we always arrived safely.

“But that's just Rok."

Yes indeed.. .that's just Rok. Whether on the highway or
the river —a similarity Andy noted.

"I'veawaysfelt really comfortable on big water —like the
Toulemmeat 10,000," Andy said. "But since I've been boat-
ing with Rok, he's been dragging me down these steep,
technical creek runsthat are realy hard. I'm not that used
to that kind of water and some d the trips have been real
scary. I'm awayswondering why | let mysdlf go along with
Rok on these trips.”

| knew exactly what he was talking about.

John Kern backenders in Tfop hole sm Clavey
River Rapid. Photo by C. Kell

runs where the river gets, well,
bigand particularly hectic. | knew
nothing about the runs Rok was
proposing, but | suspected he intended to introduce me to
some of the best—or worst—water in California.

"Maybe Saracan takemeto San Franciscoand Caron can
stay here to boat with you."

| had knowntheK ern brothers— Chuck Willieand John—
since they were enthusiastic but relatively inexperienced
boaters living in Vermont. In fact, seven years ago, Caron
and | were chauffeured back to our honeymoon suiteat two
in the morning from the last stop o our wedding reception
inthe back o Chuck’s aging pickup bought used from some
Vermont DPW and still painted in a hideous orange color.

Chuck and Williejoined our group o boatersthe next day
for arun downthe Bottom Moosethat was distinguished by
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the number of paddlerswith monumental hangoversand by
Chuck'sepictrashinginthehole at thebottom of Fowlersville
Fallswhere somehow — after a minute of wild acrobatics—
he somehow managed to work hisway out on the right.

TheKern boysoften joined our crew of local boatersover
thenext year but their meteoriclearning curve wasobvious.
By the next fadl Moose season, Chuck and Willie were
pioneering new routesdowntheriver that weol d-timers had
once thought impossible.

John wasfinishing college in Oregon while his brothers
were building a reputation in the East, but upon returning
home, he soon followed the family tradition.

The Kern boys left Vermont soon after in search o new
whitewater worlds to conquer and, not surprisingly, ended
up in Cdifornia. Back in the
East, weheard rumorsoftheir
first-descentsdown hideously
difficult California runs and
occasionally recognized their
facesin steep-creek videos.

Ironically,onedf thosevid-
eoswas playing on the televi-
sion at the Casa Loma the
next morning while we
grabbed aquick breakfast and
evaluated our optionsfor the
day. Watching the video of
boaters hurtling themselves
of precipitousdrops, | imme-
diately formulated another
guideline:

e Neverpaddleariverwith

a boater who stars in
whitewater videos.

Unfortunately, Caron and
Sara had aready motored
away —driving my rental car.
For better or worse, | was now
amember o the party.

Rok and Johnny were ea-
ger to boat the South Merced
andtheKings—butthepasses
over the mountains through
Y osemiteleading totheir put-
inswereclosed by amudslide.
Like aways—Rok had a
fallback option: the Clavey.

"We can do it as a two-day,” Rok explained. " There's an
eight-mile top run and a nine-mile bottom section before
theriver emptiesintothe Toulemme. Theriverwasrunning
around 800cfsyesterday which isagoodlevel.When Johnny
and | ran it three years ago, we had around 700 cfs and we
only carried two or three times."

Hey —that didn't sound too bad.

"Fine" | said. "Let's get going."

The faded letters stenciled on the parapet resd—No

Andy Opler surfsinto correct fine while entering
Clavey Rapid. Photo by €. Koll

bungee-jumping from bridge. One hundred feet below, the
water d the Clavey tumbled downstream toward a series of
cascades. A more appropriate posting might have warned—
No waterfall jumping on the river.

It was already noon and my three companions swiftly
packed their Eskimo Diablos. | struggled to jam a pair of
bulky dry bagsinto the back o my Prijon Boxer — skinning
my knucklesin the process.

| had attempted to pack minimally —my bulky sleeping
bag, a pile top and bottom for deeping, afew cans o food to
contribute to our communal supper, two quarts o Diet
Coke, apackage o Redman chaw, and my camera. But once
on the water, my boat still seemed surprisingly heavy and
dow to respond.

Just around thefirst bend
o theriver, perhaps100yards
from the bridge, we encoun-
tered our first horizon line of
the day. After a quick scout
from shore, Rok and John
ran the rapid effortlessly
downtheright maneuvering
through a series of narrow
dots.

"Thislooks easy enough,”
| thought to mysdlf and fol-
lowed their lead...but for
some reason my boat seemed
to haveamind o itsownand
refused to follow the obvious
course set by the others. |
bounced over a rocky shelf
on the left and dlid down a
second drop backwards be-
fore sheepishly joining the
othersin the bottom eddy.

Somewhat chastened, |
leaned further forward in my
boat, and followed the others
out o the eddy toward the
next drop lessthan one hun-
dred yards beyond.

And so we charged down
the unrelenting Clavey. The
drops were typically short—
seldom more than 20 or 30

~ yards in length— but almost always steep as the river cas-

caded over sheer ledges or abrupt dides. John or Rokwould
be in thelead and drift up to the edge, ped down atongue,
find aseam in the hole and then moveleft or right through
atechnica run-out.

Theriver was not continuous. After every drop, the river

| stilled to poolsd emerald green. But the respiteswere brief

and the pools never stretched more than 50 yards before

| ending in another horizonline.

| keptwaitingtofind my rhythm, tostart feelingcomfort-
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able on the river. But even after the first 20 or so drops—I
was still scrambling through the rapids. I'd run plenty of
dropsassteep back in the East —but few withasmuch water.
And never so many lined up back to back to back.

"This is hard," | gasped to John as | managed to pull
myself out of the grip of ahole and into an eddy.

"It'sdifferent thantheEast,” John observed. "When | first
came out to California, | got worked pretty bad a bunch of
times. There were times | walked off runs.”

| looked up at the canyon walls rising sharply from both
sides of the river and immediately decided | would simply
have to paddle better. Walking out o the Clavey was not an
option.

Later in the afternoon, we clumped
together in an eddy at the top o ablind
eight-foot ledge. Our boats bumped to-
gether while we waited for one intrepid
soul to probe the drop.

"The holes at the bottom o these
drops were the scariest things for me
when | cameto California," John said to
me as we craned our necks, trying to
eyeball the hydraulic. " Chuck and Willy
would go first and I'd still be waiting at
thetop looking down at them for some direction and they'd
be just windmilling franticaly. | just hated that...”

| laughed at the image— appreciating John's efforts to
help mefed at ease—and peeled out o the eddy boofing the
holecleanly from|eft toright. Upabove, | could seeJohnstill
searching for the move. | caught hiseyeand windmilled my
paddie frantically.

John was still smiling when he landed in the eddy
beside me.

We seemed to be making good time, quickly working
down the river. Therewere two portages—onewhere atree
blocked the obvious route—and most of the drops could be
scoutedfromour boats. Still, itwasearly evening by thetime
we passed under the narrow bridge that marked the end of
the top Clavey. Rok forged ahead, hoping to reduce our
mileagefor the next day. | followed behind, weary after only
8.5 miles o whitewater, and was happy when Rok an-
nounced that perhaps we should find a place to camp.

But locating a suitable spot proved difficult. Wed run a
drop, then scan the shoreline hoping to find abench or flat
spot close to thewater level. Soon, thegorgewas cloaked in
shadow and only the top o the canyon caught the last rays
o thesetting sun. My knee hurt, my shoulder ached, and |
felt chilled as the day cooled.

Finally,what appeared to beashelf appeared 100feet above
the river on the left. We pulled out on a massive boulder,
dragging our boats well above the water, and scaled up the
steep grassy bank to find...more steep grassy bank. Rok and
[, sweatingfromtheclimb, lay back ontheinclineand allowed
the youngster John to further explorefor aflat spot.

Hereturned 10 minuteslater with scratched and dusty legs.

"l didn't even comecloseto thetop,” John reported, "and

| looked up at the canyon walls
rising sharply from both sides of
the river and immediately
decided | would simply have to
paddle better. Walking out of the
Clavey was not an option.

| didn't find anything close to level."

After dliding on our butts back down to the river, we
evaluated our options. squeeze back into our boats and
continue downstreamin hope d the uncertain possibility of
finding a more likely campsite before light failed com-
pletely —or try tolocate aflat spot onaboulder largeenough
to stretch out asleeping bag.

Neither prospect appeared particularly attractive. Butin
theend, | think our decisionwas based on being too tired to
stretch our sprayskirts back over a cockpit rim.

The boulder was a house-sized chunk o granite jutting
out into theriver in aseries o terrace-like ledges. | located
athree-foot wideledge that sloped gently back into theface
of the rock so |
wouldn'i r _. off the
boulder into the
rushingwater o the
river. The otherslo-
cated similar-sized
niches around the
rock.

After changing
intodry pile, Johnny
busied himself pre-
paring dinner while Andy, Rok and | unsuccessfully tried to
find a comfortable seat.

Winking at Andy, | asked him loudly—

"Hey, did you see that pile of bear scat?"

Rok's head immediately popped up.

"Sure," Andy said. "Over on the shore.”

"Scat...what's this scat?" Rok asked.

"You know...scat," | said. "Feces."

"No shit!" Rok said.

"Well, actually, yes shit. Bear scat.”

Rok fell silent, but | could tell hewasstill pondering the
prospect  encountering a rouge bear with nary atree to
climb within 50 yards. Finally, desperately trying to sound
casual, Rok inquired:

"S0...exactly where did you see this bear scat?"

John Kern threadsline between bouldersin technical
Clavey Rapid. Photo by C. Koll
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"Right over where we
beached the boats."

“Yeh,” Andy said. “It was a
huge pile. And | saw little
piecesd neopreneandapair
d noseplugs mixed into the
shit."

Rok stared at usfor afull
30 seconds, unabletorelease
the image o the bear lurk-
ingoutin thetrees. Finaly,
disgusted at being had, he
snapped:

"l think it isyouwho are
shit!"

Hereistherecipefor din-
nerontheClavey: firstdicea & %o¥
raw onion, cut a block o cheddar cheese into bite-sized
chunks, open cans o refried beans and diced black olives;
then heap as much d the ingredients as you dare into the
middle of atortillashell; roll and eat.

Bon appetit!

O course, since | hadn't eaten since morning, | was
ravenously hungry. And I'd liketoreport that thetortillawas
thefinest meal | ever tasted.

Nahhhh...

Even John, who | assume was accustomed to meager
rations while exploring wilderness rivers, commented: "I
guessit could use alittle salsa."

And a little sour cream...some ground
beef.. .|ettuce.. ..peppers, and hell, | redly could used afew
frozen Margerittas to wash it down. But instead—I settled
for adesert of afew mangoesand a Snickers bar.

The moon was just starting to rise above the canyon rim
when | awoke. The sky wasso clear and deep that the bright
stars seemed to lay upon it—Ilike gems scattered on plush
fabric.

| urgently needed to relieve mysdlf but | was so stiff that

unwrapping my body from my

Rok Sribar blasts out of a hole on the Clavey. Photo by

that | was hallucinating.
The sky was filled with
shootingstarsrainingdown
like spent fireworks. And
then constellations—
memorized as a youth—
magicaly came to life as
thestarsthat composedthe
mythic figures in the sky
merged together to create
glowingimagesthat moved
across the horizon.

| wassimultaneouslyfas-
cinated and a little afraid
but | didn't want to go
AMIRET- And I realized fhat |
wasinaspecia placethat |
would probably never visit again

| opened my eyesto see Rok standing on the ledge above
mescrutinizing therapid just downstream fromour resting
place.

"Look how much theriver hascomeup,” Rok said. " That
rock is covered now. There must be 300 or 400 more cfsin
theriver."

"Great," | said. "Isthat good news?"

We roused ourselves dowly, waiting for the sun to enter
the canyon and dry our gear before dressing for the river.
Whilewe waited, John fixed breakfast — pouring cold water
intofail packets of instant granolato createa hideous gruel
that wesqueezed directly fromthe packageinto our waiting
mouths. It was delicious.

Nahhhh.. .

| settled for an apple, another candy bar, 800 milligrams
o Ibuprofin and my last quart o Diet Coke.

It was difficult for meto believe, but below our campsite
the dropswere steeper and occurred at agreater frequency.
At any given moment, | could look back upstream to see
three cascades like a frothy staircase climbing up the can-
yon. And with the added vol-

sleeping bag was a tortured
effort. Once on my feet, | gin-
9er_|y moved a half step at a
ime in the darkness [ 1
reached the end of the ledge
where | could urinateinto the
water. Swaying from stiffness
and exhaustion, | feared | would
misstep and tumble into the
water.

My companions would find me the next day, floating
facedown in some eddy.. .still holding my organ.

Fortunately, | was able to return to the warmth d my
sleeping bag. But sleep would not come. | lay awake for a
long hour staring at the brilliant sky.

Perhaps it was from exhaustion or the hard granite
digging into my back or the refried beans—but it seemed

“Nice recovery,” John offered
and immediately peeled ouf
leaving me to catch my breath. And
| realized, getting worked in

holes was not all that uncommon
on California Class V runs.

ume, therapidsfeatured more
Flm'_l and the holes appeared

ar moresticky thantheprevi-
ous day.

Fortunately, my boat felt
sgnificantly lighter with the
absence of the [ast night’s ban-
quet.

At least that was my excuse
for overpowering a boof move
over an eight-foot ledge. The nosedf my boat rode upon the
boulder guarding the right side o thedropallowing thetail
to settle into U-shaped hydraulic at the base o the ledge.

Instantly, | was side-surfing— but not for long. First my
boat front-endered. Then it back-endered. Finally, the nose
caught aseam kicking me high enough on thefoam pileto
let me reach out for the greenwater. | pulled freeto joinan
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appreciative audience in the eddy below.

"Nicerecovery," John offered and immediately peeledout
leaving me to catch my breath. And, | realized, getting
worked in holeswas not all that uncommon on Cdlifornia
ClassV runs.

John'swordswerethelast uttered for the next few hours.

The rush of the river was the only sound as our group
moved downstream from eddy to eddy. John and Rok alter-
nately assumed the lead — catching tiny eddies at the abso-
lute lip of hideous precipices— thensilently signaling back
to the group without looking back or ceasing their study of
the drop.

Thelack d conversation wasunnerving. Evenondifficult
Easternrivers, | had never paddled with agroup whose level
d concentration on the river was so intense to make talk
superfluous. But on the Clavey, | redized that idle chatter
would only disrupt my companions Zen-like focus on the
river.

And at that moment, | experi-
enced a sudden revelation: | was
being granted a glimpse o what
distinguished cutting-edge
whitewater boating.

O course, it wasn't too long be-
fore | was reminded when it comes
to cutting-edge whitewater...| re-
mained but adull blade.

By mid afternoon we had com-
pleted six milesd therun, plunging
over what seemed to be 30 or 40
challenging rapids, and | was al-
ready starting totire—as muchfrom
the psychological overload as the
physical exertion. John disappeared
over afour-foot ledge, choosing the
left of two narrow slots, and Rok
followed by plunging through the
right channel.

| vacillated before finally choos-
ing Rok's line—but my hesitation
prevented mefrom angling my boat
back to the left to avoid a pinning
rock in the middle o the slot. My
nose pitoned leaving me wedged in the slot with water
pillowing over my back and head.

Fortunately, Rok and Andy were positioned just below
and immediately jumped from their boats. Together they
were able to hoist my nosefree.

It was late afternoon and after eight hourson theriver, |
was exhausted. But it felt like we were near the end. The
sheer wallsd the canyon had opened up alowing the river
to be bathed in sunlight. At every bend intheriver, | looked
downstream expectantly, hoping to catch sight of the junc-
tion with the Toulemme.

Instead, weencountered moredf thefiercest rapidsd the
run. But after runningdozensaf ClassIVand Vdrops, wefelt

American Whitewater —

None other than Chris Koll grimaces
while driving through a seriesof dropsin
a Clavey River rapid. Photo by J. Kern

no obligation to further challenge ourselves and sniveled
down sneak routes along the shore wherever possible and
even portaged onelong cascade that flushed inexorably into
aseriesd brutal hydraulics. | shuddered to look at it.

Itwasour fourth carry of the day, Rok observed ruefully.

"When we ran this at lower water, | don't remember
walking anything," Rok said. "The character d the entire
river was different. We were able to pick our way down
everything."

"l don't know about that,” | said. "All | know isthat this
ishard...harder than anything I've ever seeninthe East. The
portaging isharder. The river isharder. And, hell, wearen't
even done yet."

But then—we were. Just around the next bend was the
Toulemme

"Well paddiesomething easier tomorrow," Rokpromised.

Epilog

Considering the wonderful yet
arduous two days spent on the
Clavey, | felt relatively chipper the
next morning. Oh sure, my shoul-
der still ached and my bum right
knee caused me to limp like
Grandpa McCoy—but al things
considered, | felt pretty good for a
47 year old.

Still, 1 had learned my lesson: |
needed to consult my orthopedic,
schedul etimeat a health club, and
visit the Fountain o Y outh before
tackling my next tough California
river.

Rokwassympatheticand offered
asolution.

"Cherry Creek is only seven
miles long and | know it pretty
well," Rok said. "It will be a lot
easier thantheClavey. It'srunning
at 2,500 cfs—which isalittle high—
but it should be OK."

Eight hourslater, after | crawled
thefinal yardsd the portagearound
Lumpson Falls, | wasgrateful to be off theriver in one piece.
Theonly way to describeMushroom Rock and Lewis Leap—
the big hallmark rapids on Cherry Creek—is to take the
upper Gauley's Iron Ring rapid, multiply it by four, and
arrange it back to back to back to back with moves in
between.

Andy was waiting for me at the bridge.

"How many times have you finished a run with Rok to
hear him say, 'That was harder than | thought it was going
to be™" Andy asked.

| just shook my head and formulated onefinal guideline
specifically designed to paddling in California

* Never boat a river when | could be touring San Fran-

cisco with Rok's wife.
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a Willie Move." Sure enough, 10 seconds later, Willie came
through the same drop backwards.

After a few enjoyable kilometers we came to our first
Class V, a double drop peppered liberally with boulders. |
didn't feel like testing fate, but after watching Bruno and
Koen run in style, | gave it a second thought. Willie and
Monique asked me if | was going to run and | said, "I don't
know, I'll waittill | get back to my boat." Williesaid, "No way
for me."

Arriving at my boat, | had that overwhelming feeling
that | could do it. Over the first ledge | sailed, then the
whole world was swirling whiteness. | surfaced, picked my
way through the boulder pile, and reached the bottom
safely. Nothing but pure adrenaline, and all was right with
the world.

Next, | saw Willy flip in the second drop and lose his
paddle. Bruno rushed to the rescue. Willie blamed Bruno

Bryan running a drop on the Sessara River

The initial rendezvous was in Leuven (near Brussels).
There | would meet my paddling buddies Filip, Ben, Koen,
Bruno, and Monique. We set out in two VW vans for the
Alps. | piled in with Filip and Ben. Filip had just bought his
van the week before; a 1988. Unfortunately its top speed
was 75, a snail's pace on the Autobahn. The other van left
us in its dust. But who's in a hurry on vacation?

The boyscruised through Switzerland and finally made
itinto Italy about nine. We went over the Alpine Simplon
Pass, which was beautiful beyond belief. There was still a
meter of snow on the ground. The Alps had its heaviest
snowfallin 50 years, which made for great river levels. Our
first priority wastofind an Italian pizzeria and cold Perroni
beer. We found what we wanted in the quaint town of
Allegna.

We rolled into a campground on the Sesia River at
midnight to find everyone with tents pitched and crashed.
Typical European camping with very close quarters.

Next morning, after expresso, we were ready to hit the
Mastalone River, a tributary of the Sesia. The wonderful
thing about this part of the world is camping in one spot
and having a panoply of rivers within an hour's drive.

The Mastalone flows through a valley and gorge and
offers great Class IV-VI, depending on which section you
choose. Willie, one of my favorite characters, joined us at
the campsite. This was to be his only day with us. Willie has
been paddling for 10 years, but, as he freely admits, Willie
isstill at the "training level." At one of the first significant
rapids, Bruno, our strongest paddler, came through back-
wards. He pulled into my eddy and | said, "Bruno, that was

Bruno in "Little Canada" Sesia, River

for not being able to roll because he "bumped my boat."
Cest la vie. The rest of the river wasgreat. Fortunately there
were not many more "Willy Moves."

We took off the Mastolone and headed to a section of
the Sesia above our campground. The most significant
rapid was a small gorge called Little Canada. It looked like
pictures I've seen of the Grand Canyon, with huge monster
waves. Here we go...wave, whiteness, upside down again!
Koen, Bruno, and | cruised down to our campsite and
collapsed. It has been a great day.

Dueto the high water we were able to catch ararely run
Sesia tributary, the Sessara, the next day. Driving through
tight Italian villages perched precariously on mountainsides,
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we reached the put-in. An-
other pristine river inagorge.
This was whitewater heaven.
Bruno, Koen, and | developed
a scouting system. One of us
would paddle ahead to the
next horizon line, get out to
scout, then either point the
way or tell the others to scout. We had a couple of portages,
over a Class VI and a dam.

The menu du jour next day was the upper Sesia. Big
water. I'm not used to being backendered in my Freefall!
After some big water survival, we went to look at another
tributary, the Sorba. We paddled this last year and |
thought it the best run of my life. This year it looked like a
different creature because of the extra water. Scarieeee!
We spent the rest of the day hiking its headwaters, check-
ing out the stone chalets high in the mountains.

We reluctantly packed and headed to our next base
camp the next morning. On the way we paddled the Strona.
There were numerous 2,000-year-old Roman arch bridges
spanning this stream; we used them for access. We canyoned
the lower Class VI section with some good climbing and
swimming. We headed to my favorite camp that afternoon
on the Lago (lake) Maggiore. This is in the "great lakes"
section of Italy near the Swiss border. Our camp was on a
secluded beach. Since ice isan anomoly in Europe, we threw
our beer and liquor in a gear bag and let it sit in the frigid
lake.

The next morning we were down to four paddlers.

Above: Bruno running a drop on the Ribo, Switzerland
Below: Monique on the San Bernadino River

Praying at the Put-in at a Madonna alter, Italy

Fatigue and injuries had claimed casualties. We did the
Cannobino gorge in the morning. It has one Class V with a
Class X portage. You have to jump off acliff into the river.
Abig river wide hole that | call "Topo Eater" ate Bruno and
Koen. | walked after watching their thrashings.

We wanted a full day, so we loaded up and drove to the
San Bernadino Gorge. This was a cakewalk last year and |
expected arelaxing evening. We put-on about 5:30 and the
action started immediately. The river wasconfined, big and
pushy. Bruno's turn to scout. He signaled me to run river
left. I slid down a chute into a huge hole, then surfaced,
safely, in an eddy in the bottom. What a rush! | looked up
to see the gang waiting for a signal. All | could say is "Ok,
| guess."

Koen came through in his Topo, but was eaten by the
hole. He swam out with half a paddle. Another Topo eating
hole. Kudos to Koen for having the foresight to have a
breakdown paddle. I've got to buy one of those someday!

We arrived at camp at 11, exhausted. Monique gra-
ciouslycooked dinner, even though she had done the same
paddling. What a sweetheart!

On our last day we cruised across the border into
Switzerland. We intended to run the Isorno, but the put-in
road was blocked, so we went to atributary, the Ribo. It was
another great run and another country to add to my
paddling resume.

Cestla vie. All wonderful thingscome to an end. We were
packing up and heading back to Belgium, the flatlands, and
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& Featuring: The World Record
Freefall Waterfall Descent! Shan-
non Carroll drops 78' on Sahalie

worrying about a war in a far off Falls.

tragic land. This week gave me time
toreflectuponthe prioritiesin life.
Being a father and husband, I've
grown much more conservative in
my paddling. That week in paradise
helped me sift the important from
the "not so important."”

u“Er IhE FEIIS I]ﬂy Over The Edge is the third in the line of

Ohio State Park, Ohiopyle, PA - r kayaking’s best entertainment videos. !ia,

Salurday, November 13 . .\ Falli”’Down _ Wet Ones  Over the Edge '
N, Collect all three! :

@ Tao Berman cascades 100+ feet on the Rio
El Salto.

4 BJ Johnson threads through the narrow
80 ft. gorge on the NF Slate River.

# Plus "play the river" freestyle action never
before seen!

Forthefirsttimein Ohiopyle Park's
history boaters will belegally permit-
ted to paddle over the 18foot as part of
a short race course. Entry Fee $20
| (before Oct. 30) & $25 (day of race). |

Mandatory safefy meeting at 11 am. | And one of the best ever

. Available at Falling Down Productions 1800
Kayak66. Send $24.95 plus $4.00 shipping '

and handling to FDP PO Box 242 Lansing,

WV 25862.

. ks by: ;
Repestartsal hoon. For mareinformes Jimmies Chicken Shack Go Over the Edge with
ion -329-8850. . .
There will also be an "Adventure I o thers Another Falling Down Production!
Ree" thatweekend to include paddling i-
trail running & biking. Teamswill com- é{‘et;alﬁL"rf,dactyl Presented by BALZOUT!

ete for cash prizesin several catego- , _ iy . o .
E Pies P o L IMameo North Carolina  Colorado ¢ Washington 4 Oregon # British Columbia ¢ West Virginia ¢ Mexico

N —

hi |
IN THE POCONOS

= : el I- = i A P -
EArN WiTH THE PRos

= FIC Our Whitewater Kayak School consists of o two-doy basic clinic.

| qualified instructors, clossroom sessions, instructional films,

aquipmeant, shuttles, wet suits, and plenty of niver Tun
are all included.

Beginners start on still water, learning basic skills and paddling
techniques. The second day is on easy whitewater.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, ASK FOR OUR KAYAKING CLINIC FLYER!

WHITEWATER CHALLENGERS

KAYAK CLINICS

PO.BOX 8 # WHITE HAVEN, PA 18661

CALL US TODAY?

£711(800)443-7238
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Coach, (Gan |

SKip Practice?
The North Fork is Running!

by Scott Stough e T

The two “W” sporis seem to go together: whitewater ana wres-
tling. By "wrestling" | don't mean the WWF extravagiirz-son TV. I'm

talking about r tling, hos to muscle com-

m bat waged on a40 by 40 foot piece d foam. Ask yourself how many of your
paddling friends were high school or college wre:i |7 111 bet you know a
few.

Probably the most renowned paddling wrestler (or wrestling paddler) |
ever met was the late Rich Weis. Rich was a U.S. Whitewater Slalom team
member and a two-time Newv Mexico wrestling state champion. Another
wrestler turned boater is Scott Collins, who wasa Pennsylvaniahigh

““school state champion and an NCAA national champion for West Virginia
University. Other well-known boater-wrestlers include Jamie McEwan,
who competed in whitewater events in two Olympics, and his brother

=== Tom, a noted expeditionary boater and whitewater instructor. Former
U.S Sldom team member Jed Prentice also mixed wrestling and
whitewater in a cross training regimen.

Then there is the inimitable Chris Koll, the Emeritus Editor of Ameri-
can Whitewater and the principal rianizer o AW’s Black and Moose fes-
tivals. Chriswrestled for Penn State during the early seventies, before he
found hi= true destiny asaClass V boater. Thosed you familiar with his
antics prhahly thought that Chriswhacked too many rockswith his head
while upside down in his kayak. Actually, he just took too many cross
faceson the ma!




Coach, Can | Skip Practice?

| am currently the wrestling coach at
Northern Garrett High School in western
Maryland. | teach kids from the town of
Friendsville, the home o the famous Upper
Y oughiogheny. Alot of my studentsandwres-
tlers have asked about kayaking since 1986,
when | started teaching. These included the
usual questions: How do you roll back up?
Where do you put your feet?

But not many o the local kids ever get
around totrying whitewater. Thisisunfortu-
nate, since they ==
live in the
middlecof onedf
the premiere
whitewater re-
gions in the

school located in nearby Confluence, Penn-
sylvania. Boband Karen Ruppel, who, coinci-
dentally, were old friends of Jesse's parents,
own Riversport. Infact, Jesse’smom, a school-
teacher, once had the Ruppels' eldest daugh-
ter, Kara, asastudent. Kara later became a
member of the U.S.Whitewater Slalomteam.

After his kayaking clinic at Riversport,
Jesse spent as much time on the river as he
could. Soon hewasasolid Class I1I kayaker.

_Hiswrestling was progressing nicely aswell.

— Tihought i had
& the potential to
become a state
champion and
hoped that his
crosstrainingvia

east. The Big whitewater
Sandy, Black- would help him
water, North take his wres-
Fork Potomac,

Stoney, and level. After all,
Savage are dl both wrestlers
less than an and kayakers
hour away. But need alot of hip
most Garrett control and up-
County kidsare per body

focused onfishing, hunting, and ATVs. Their
parentstell them that runningwhitewater is
adangerous pursuit best |ft to crazy out-of-
towners. One year | took a group of my
studentsrafting asafield trip. The next year
thelocal board of education would not let us
0o, saying that experiencing whitewater was
not a worthwhile educational experience.
Old Appalachian prejudices die hard.

But one of my wrestlers, Jesse Shimrock,
didn't just ask the usual questions. A blond,
tow headed bundle of energy, Jesse was per-
sistentinhisinterest inwhitewater. Maybeit
was his destiny. His parents recall that less
than a month before his birth they had not
settled on a name. One evening, a neighbor
stopped by to visit with her boyfriend. The
neighbor introduced her friend as Jesse... a
name, which immediately caught the expect-
ant parents' fancy. Just recently the Sham-
rocks discovered that the Jesse that had vis-
ited their housethat eveninglong agowasin
fact thefamous whitewater innovator, Jesse
Whittemore.

On theother hand, whitewater may have
been in the boy's blood. His mother used to
raft the Lower Yough when she was in col-
lege... long before commercial rafting came
to Ohiopyle. Hisfather, an art teacher, wasa
volunteer coach who thought running
whitewater would be a good way to keep his
rambunctious son busy and out o mischief
during the summer. And | had an old boat |
waswilling to sell. | was cautiously excited.
Finally aloca kid wasgoing to give kayaking
atry.

| fixed Jesse upwith an old stray skirt and
paddle. Hefound an old helmet and 70s style
PFD. His first moving water experience was
on the Class | section of the Y oughiogheny
between Friendsville and Yough Lake. After
his inevitable first swim, Jesse decided to
sign upfor aclassat Riversport, the paddling

strength. Intense paddling can provideagood
cardiovascular workout. And paddling isalot
more fun than running or lifting weights.
Finally, both kayakers and wrestlers need to
develop grit ... the ability to surmount diffi-
cult and uncomfortable situations.

Asafreshman, Jesse had wrestled asa103
pounder. Hehad a27-10 record that year and
placed second in the regional tournament.
Unfortunately, he lost hisfirst match at the
statetournament. During hissophomoreyear
a shoulder injury and illness had ended his
season before the bicounty tournament. But
Jesseremained afierceand determined com-
petitor. Once he did vigorous calisthenicsin
the back of hisfather's van thewholeway to
a match, just so he could make weight. He
finished that year witha19-3record asa112
pounder. It was during the spring o his
sophomore year that Jesse started to paddie
in earnest.

During that summer he had a growth
spurt and when he returned to training asa
junior hewas 135 pounds. Itwasafrustrating
year for Jesse. He repeatedly faced a formi-
dableopponent in Eric Rexrode, whowrestled
for our local archrival, Southern Garrett.
Rexrode had placed third in the state the
preceding season and he beat Jesse three
times during the regular season, pinning
him twice,

Then, in the regional semifinals, Jesse
faced Rexrode again. This time Jesse beat
him and went on to place second in the
tournament. But he wasn't finished with
Rexrodeyet. Jessetrounced him again aweek
later in the state tournament, thereby ad-
vancing to the state finalswhere he finished
second. His overall junior year record was
27-9.

Jesseturned sixteen and decided to takea
summer job at Riversport: doing mainte-
nance, cooking, anddriving shuttle. Of course

> ,ff.‘”r.‘rll' £ h‘.‘[\.'r. Ntures

osks...
why dream about adventure?
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octold

I |'...!'I|!!""|"'|'

S T I -|'|._‘|Il

!':_'I"'I LIEry g

www.excellent-adventures.net
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Coach, Can | Skip Practice?

hefound lots of timeto paddle that summer,
too. By the beginning of his senior year Jesse
wasfollowing medown the Upper Yetgh; Big
Sandy, and the Upper Gauley. Then, onatrip
to Canada, he ran all Seven Sisters of the
Rouge. | couldn't believe it; a local kid had
becomea ClassV = =
boater.

That fall Jesse
was mentally and
physically pre-
pared for some
seriouswrestling.
Another growth
spurt left him in
the 140 pound
class. He was de-
terminedtomake
it through the
season unde-
feated and be-
come the Mary-
|and State Cham-
pion. By thistime
Jesse had be-
friended his old

rival, Eric ity

Rexrode,andthey T i |

sometimes t:*ﬁ

trained together. - -
Jesse had al-

ways been one to train hard. In practice he
alwayslooked for thetoughest guy towrestle.
More often than not that guy was Daymond
Schmuck, one o our volunteer assistant
coaches. For three years Coach Schmuck
thwarted Jesse's best efforts. Finally, during
his senior year, Jesse managed to turn the
tables.

Asasenior, Jesse won three regular sea-
son tournaments. At Berkeley Springs, West
Virginiahedefeated atwo-time Virginia State
champion and in the finals he beat a four-
time West Virginia State champion. He also
wontheprestigious Thomas Chevrolet Tour-
nament in Bedford, Pennsylvania, acompeti-
tion including 24 high school teams.

After hisfinal match at that tournament
Jesse bounded off the mat with atriumphant
grin, obliviousto thefact that theside of his
face was drenched with blood. He had been
wrestling throughout the season with a
chronic cauliflower ear... findly al hell had
broken lose. His ear was an ugly mess. But
Jesse could have cared less. After all, he had
won the match. Hismother was, understand-
ably, a bit more concerned, convinced that
her son would surely be permanently disfig-
ured. Fortunately, his ear healed quickly, so
that hewasactually abletofind adatefor the
prom.

Jesse breezed through the Bicounty and
Regional Tournaments, finaly realizing one
o his goas by winning the State Tourna-
ment. He finished the year 37-0, the first
Garrett County wrestler tocompleteaseason
without a loss. Tallied up, his high school
career was 110 winsto 22 |osses, makinghim
thewinningest wrestler inthe history o our
school. Hewasthe Maryland State Wrestling

American Whitewater

Associations number one ranked wrestler.

He excelled off the mat as well. In fact,
Jesse was named a Student Athlete o the
Month and was the co-captain d the Mary-
land State Wrestling Association's All Aca-
demic Team. During his senior year Jesse
attended classes at
the local community
college... much to
the relief of our
school's assistant
principal, who had
spent three harrow-
ingyearsdealingwith
his shenanigans.

Jesse's enthusi-
asminevitably spilled
over to the team. He
led bv example. Thev
went undefeated in
the regular season
withal4-0 record. At
the State Tourna-
ment our team
battled to the final
match for the cham-
pionship. Sadly, in
that pivotal match
our 103 pounder,
Blake Huber, lost by
decisiontoawrestler
from Baltimore. But Blakewas only a sopho-
more, giving him two more years to redeem
himself. And | am convinced he will, since,
like Jesse, he has started to "crosstrain” ina
kayak. Blake has dready tackled the Lower
Yough, the Cheat and the North Branch of
the Potomac. Last week | led Blake down the
Upper Youth for the first time. He did fine.

And Blakeisnottheonly loca kidto catch
the whitewater bug from Jesse. Another of
my young wrestlers, junior Markk Wolf, re-
cently started to work on his roll. Unfortu-
nately, his boating career is temporarily on
hold... he is currently recovering from a
rattlesnake bite! Who said lifein the country
is boring?

Thissummer Jesseisonceagain working
on the river,
teaching kayak-
ing, and guiding
rafts. As you
might expect for

National Fall, just toplay. When did heget so
good?

O course rivers have away d teaching
humility to even the most confident and
competent of boaters. Not so long ago Jesse
got just such alesson. Wewere paddling the
Class IV North Branch of the Potomac at a
relatively low level when we came upon a
horizon line that looked a hit suspicious to
me. "No problem, Coach," Jesse exclaimed
cockily as he sailed over the drop. | must
admit | kind of enjoyed watching the hydrau-
lic cartwheel him a half dozen times. Hey,
swimming isa good form o cross-training,
too!

Thisfall Jessewill put his boat avay and
return towrestling at Embry Riddle Univer-
sity in Prescott, Arizonaon an athletic schol -
arship. His ultimate goa isto be acommer-
cia airline pilot. Healready fliessolo. Would
| fly with him?Damned straight! Afterall, he
paddled the ClassV+ North Fork of theBlack-
water. Anyonewho could manage that ought
to be able to fly a plane.

In retrospect, | must admit that North
Fork episode did cause me to lose a little
morehair. Onestormy Sunday, inthemiddle
o hissenior wrestling season, Jesse asked to
borrow my Corsica. | was happy tooblige... it
never occurred to me to ask why. The next
day at practice he cheerfully informed me he
had paddled it down the North Fork, alow
volume super steep creek that has cracked
more than a few boats, paddies, legs, and
heads. It was not the kind of news a coach
wants to hear from his star wrestler in the
middle of the season. Jesse thought my con-
cernwaskind o funny. But | madehimswear
of hair boating until the season was over.
And | wondered exactly what kind of
whitewater Frankenstein | had helped cre-
ate!

But now, when | see him getting ready to
leavefor college, abright, personable and self
assured young man, | think he turned out
just fine.

a wrestler, he is
well on hisway to
being an accom-
plishedrodeoand
daredevil hair
boater. Nowadays
| sit back and
marvel while the
kid who used to
follow me down
rivers like a baby
duck paddles his
Mr. Clean back
into the violent
holeat the baseof
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High Water, Strainers Cause Kayak
and Rafting Fatalities

ACCIDENT REPORTS: First Hall 1999

by Charlie Walbridge

The pad five years have seen increasesin the
number of moving water accidentsreported to
American Whitewater, and the fird part of the
1999 season continues thistrend. We have
received accountsof 12 kayak, 3 canoe, and 14
rafting fatalities. In addition, there were 3 deaths
in nontraditional river craft: a tuber, a pedal boat
user, and ariver boarder. Therewere 3 other
incidentsof someinterest to paddlers a fatality on
araft ride at an amusement park and two hikers
who drowned in well-known whitewater rivers.
Most of thesereportswere sent to AW via email,
and many originated as postingsto
rec.boats.paddle. I'd like to thank Kevin Sulewski,
Kathy Srelsky, Ada Parkinson, Sim Ray, and the
board and staff of American Whitewater for
forwarding this material. I'd also like to recognize
those who wrote these accounts S0 that the
paddling community could learn from them.

Kayak Accidents

m February is not a popular month for kayaking, especidly in
Canada, because of cold temperatures and ice. But on the 7™ of that
month Lynn Clark, 36, an award-winning videographer, wasfilming
two other kayakers on the Ottawa River near Beachburg, Ontario
whenshewasswept agai nst an overhangingiceshelf. Her boat flipped
and she was pulled under the ice. Her companions, who did not see
theflip, came upon her kayak pressed against the shelf. They sum-
moned helpfrom nearby residents, whoattemptedtocut throughthe
ice with axes, picks, and even a chain saw! Her body was found 40
minutes later and resuscitation effortswere not successful. Iceisa
constant hazard for winter boaters. It is possible that Ms Clarks
filming activity may have distracted her so she did not appreciateits
danger until it was too late.

On February 28t% Dr. Tom Bell, 52, and afriend were exploring

the Raging River, asmall, ClassIII-1V creek east of Redmond, Wash-
ington, at high water. Jock Bradley, president of the Washington
CanoeClub, reported that the party camearound ablind bend andwas
confronted with an unavoidable strainer below a ledge. Bell was
stuffed under the strainer and drowned. His friend was trapped
momentarily, lost his boat, and broke free only after a desperate
struggle. Coughing blood and water, he began afour-mile hikeout to
notify authorities. He was hospitalized for water inhalation and
hypothermia. Rescuers recovered the body the next day.

Inasimilar incident, akayaker died running the Bull Run River,
aClass IV run near Portland, Oregon, on March 1. Jacob Selander
reported on rec.boats.paddle that the victim, David Asman, 18, was
playing aholeabout 100 yardsupstream of alargelog. Hewashed into
the tree broadside, and was pushed underneath it. His companion
climbed out on the strainer, but could not release the boat. After-
wards, he paddled a mile downstream to Dodge Park where he asked
visitorstocal 911. Hethen found park workerswith achain saw and
convinced them to drive him back to the accident site. There he
ferried the saw across the river, rigged a safety harness for himself,
and cut thetreeloose. The kayak, possibly with Asman inside, popped
to the surface and floated downstream where it was | ater recovered.
Despite a lengthy search by boat and helicopter the body was not
located that day.

In the third strainer-related whitewater death in the Northwest
thisseason, Scott Richards wastrapped partway down asteep rapidin
western Washington's Icicle Creek. Richards, a kayaker who had
recently moved to Washington State from Pennsylvania, was part of
alarge group of experienced local paddiers putting in at the Bridge
Creek Dropon Friday, April 16th. Theriver level waslow. Somedf the
group elected to run the lower part o this Class V drop while the
othersgot onto theriver below it. Reportsfrom Bob Pfannenstiel and
Brian Behle describe the accident as follows: The upper run, which
Richards took, required a ferry above a strainer. One o the group,
paddling a high-volume creek boat, missed the move. His bow was
shoved partway under a huge tree trunk, but members o hisgroup
were ableto retrieve himwithout much difficulty. Richards, whowas
paddling aplayboat, al so missed hisferry. Hehitthesametreeandwas
shoved completely underneath it. The party responded, probing the
strainer and reaching under thelog. Eventually they actually reached
into Richards' kayak, but it wasempty. The Sheriff wascalled, but his
team did not arrive on the scene until dusk. The next day swiftwater
rescue teams arrived with a winch. Using it, they were able to
rearrange the strainer and release the body.

On the Friday before the weekend o the Stony Creek Rendez-
vousa powerful line of thunderstorms slammed into Western Penn-
sylvania, raising area riversto very high levels. That Saturday, April
177 alarge group put-in on the Upper Stony, a ClassIII-IV run east
o Johnstown, PA. Below theput-intheriver turnsaway fromtheroad,
picks up speed, and heads into what guidebooks describe as a tough
rapid with lots of strainers at the bottom. Extensive postings to
rec.boats.paddle by people on the scene reported thefollowing. That
day the rapids became extremely pushy below the put-in; there were
few eddies. Onekayaker, Ben Stone, 50, flipped and swam after several
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roll attempts. He washed into astrainer where hewas held momen-
tarily, then released. At this point Benwas swimming weakly and he
may haveinhaled water. Three kayaksand araft compromised Ben's
group, but there were other parties ahead and behind them. The two
other kayakersin Ben's group attempted aboat rescue, but they were
forced to pull back above a big drop. They last saw Ben floating
downstreamwith the raft closing in. Asthewater got more intense,
the raft pulled back also.

By now everyone wasquite spread out and the group lost track of
Stone. The kayakers thought the rafters had him and the rafters
believed that he'd swum to shore. Unfortunately, he was washed
instead 3.5 miles, through the remainder of the run. His body was
found stuck on a midstream bush a half mile below the takeout.
Kayakers on the scene ferried out into the current and attached a
line, allowing the rescue squad to swing him to shore.

Ben Stonewas not the only person to get morethan he bargained
for on the Upper Stony that day! Many loose boats were reported
floating downriver and dozens o people walked out. One posting
described how a strong party from Pittsburgh, including a boater
whoregularly runsBig Splat, got trashed and ended up onfoot. Loca
rescue squadswere mobilized, helicopterswerecaled in, and several
paddlers ended up in emergency rooms with various injuries. Area
officials now have real concerns about workingwith local boatersto
promote paddling these rivers. The moral o the story: festivalsare
big fun, but don't let the excitement they generate influence your
judgement. Just because crowds of people are attempting a run
doesn't mean it's right for you! Remember that high water is best
enjoyed by those who know a river well enough to anticipate the
danger spots. If youareunfamiliarwith arun, eitherwait until you've
had afew tripsat moderateflowsor gowith aresponsible person who
has. High water rivers are terrible places to swim, and rescues are
often truly challenging. If your roll isnot reliable, wait for thewater
to drop to more manageable levels.

I'n an incident that hit American Whitewater board members
hard, long-time river activist Walt Shipley met death on Dinkey
Creek, a Class IV+ run in Southern California, on May 7. Paul
Martzen, whowasonthetrip, reported that Shipley, 43, wasrunning
last in a group of four. Flowswere estimated at 500-600 cfs, so the
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major rapids were somewhat pushy. Nonetheless, the group was
having agreat run asthey approached the ledges above Cherry Bomb
Falls. It was here that Walt dropped into a hole, where he was back-
endered, surfed, and cartwheeled. He bailed out, recirculated in the
hole several times, then dropped into an even worse hole below.
Chuck Estes attempted a bow rescue, but by this time Shipley was
unresponsive. Estesthen madeatricky landing andgot out of hisboat
onriver left. Hegrabbed histhrow bag and hit Shipley with a perfect
throw. Shipley was unconscious and did not respond. Then Bill
Russell landed and threw Estesarope. Thisalowed Estestoenter the
river and, in a difficult and daring maneuver, to grab Shipley just
above Class V+ Cherry Bomb Falls. The group administered CPR
without success, then notified authorities.

OTheEast ForkoftheSouthFork of the Salmon near Yélow Pine,
Idaho is one o the toughest, most relentless pieces o Class V+
whitewater inthecountry. OnMonday, May 31Bert Ole Funk, 29, was
attempting ahighwater runwith sixfriends. Anarticlewrittenforthe
McCall Star-News by Roger Phillips described thefollowing chain of
events: Funk apparently flipped while trying to enter an eddy above
Flight Simulator. He rolled up, missed a second eddy, and drifted
backwards into a large hole. He washed out quickly, but missed
several roll attempts, and bailed out. He swam the rest of thislong
rapid, getting battered by many large holes. Asthe group gave chase,
several people on shore reached him with accurately-placed throw
ropes. The group believesthat Funk wasstill conscious, but he could
not grab hold of arope. Hewas pulled into shoreby another party two
miles downstream. They tried CPR, but by then it was too late.
Rescuersfound deep gougeson Funk's helmet and they believeablow
to the head may have stunned him and left him helpless.

On June 1, Wil Haygood, awell-known Southern boater who had
relocated to Salt LakeCity, waskilled on California's Lower Tuolumne
River. (Thisaccident did not occur ontheCherry Creek sectionaswas
first reported.) The "T" was running high at 8,000 cfs. This is big
water, but not excessivefor astrong party. Haygood missed hisline
at Clavey Falls, the only Class V drop on the river, and pinned
frightfully against anarrow "flake" of rock. I've had reports of several
similar pinsin Clavey Fallsover theyears. After 15 minutes his PFD,
skirt; and the pillars from his boat started washing out. His body
remained hidden. After athoroughsearch
the group paddled out and notified au-
thorities. Haygood’s bodv was recovered
thenext day, over two milesdownstream.

From British Columbia comes a
report from Ernst Bergmann that Mark
Oddy, a long-time river runner and in-
structor from Jasper, died onthe McHale
River after becoming trapped in a large
hole. His boat and PFD were recovered
during asubsequent search, but his body
had not surfaced days later. No further
details on the river or the accident are
available. Anyonewith moreinformation
isurged to contact AW.

On June 19% a group o 8 strong
paddlers metin Downieville, CA,forarun
down theNorth Fork of the Yuba. Accord-
ing to areport from John Lester, amem-
ber of the group, the first haf o this
challenging Class IV run passed without
difficulty. But John Stoffle, a member of
the group, wasflipping alot and missing
hisfirst roll attempts. Hetold the others
hewasfeeling tired and having a bad day.
After lunch Stoffle flipped in along Class
IIT stretch. He did not bail out or even
struggle. The group , working together,
pushed Stoffle and his boat into an eddy
with some difficulty. They pulled him

—_—
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onto shore and began CPR. There was evi-
dence of severe head trauma, leading every-
one to suspect that he hit his head and was
knocked out cold, despite his helmet. Others
inthegroup climbed toanearby road, flagged
down a motorcyclist with a cell phone, and
notified authorities. Although rescue person-
nel arrived with remarkable speed, by the
time they reached Stoffle, he was gone.

This was the second incident this year
involvingasuspected head injury. Thisraises
an important point. Many of the helmets be-
ing used on the river today don't offer pad-
dlers enough protection, but there are few
improved models available. Safety, not fash-
ion, needs to be the main focus in helmet
design and selection. We need to encourage
manufacturers to develop models that offer
superior coverage and shock absorption and
then use them!

The Arkansas River below Canon City,
Q0 isdownstream o that river's well-known
whitewater. Theriver, runningatahigh 3,190
cfs on June 23, contains a few mild rapids.
During theafternoon two Canon City teenag-
ers, a brother and sister, were paddling to-
gether inkayaks. Amiledownstream fromthe
Reynolds Street Bridge the pair flipped in a
seriesd standingwaves. Thebrother swamto
shorewithout difficulty. Hissister, Mary Ann
Smith, 16, was last seen floating downstream
in her lifevest. Her PFD and boat were recov-
ered later by search parties, but her body did
not turn up until three days later.

Michigan is not well known for
whitewater, but low head damsareaconstant
source of problemsin the Midwest. On July 9
Joe Miranda, 30, was kayaking on the Clinton
River near Rochester Hillswith afriend. They
had paddied here often and knew the river
well. Water was high following rains. An ar-
ticle in the Detroit Free Press said that the
pair arrived at the low dam near the Yates
Cider Mill and found, to their surprise, that
therewasplenty of watertorunit. Thetworan
thedam successfully, them Miranda portaged
back and made a second run to recover a
dropped cooler. He was trapped by the hy-
draulic. Hisfriend attempted rescue, but was
sucked into the backwash himself. He was
rescued by a man on shore with a rope. Mr.
Miranda's body was recovered two days later
by emergency responders.

B Thegrowing number of kayak accidents
deserves some comment. The total count of
paddlesports' deaths(canoeing, kayaking, and
rafting) reported to the Coast Guard (around
120) has not increased since the mid-seven-
tiesdespite ahuge expansion in the participa-
tion base. But the burgeoning popularity of
kayaking in the last decade, combined with a
declinein canoeing activity during thissame
time, has undoubtedly caused a shift in the
types o boats involved in fatalities. In 1985
Coast Guard listed 75 canoe and 8 kayak
fatalities, atypica figure for the decade. Re-
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accident reports, found that in 1997 there were 53 canoe and 28
kayaking deaths. Since kayaksaretheboat of choicefor our member-
ship, this may help to explain the increased number of kayaking
mishaps reported to us.

The abovetotal containsanumber of reports received by AW but
not by the Coast Guard, including some high-profile, widely de-
scribed incidentslikethe death of rodeo star Chuck Kern. U.S. Coast
Guard statistics clearly have significant gaps, so that the increased
effectiveness of AW's reporting network has also increased the
numbers. Ms Plyler hasturned our material over tothe Coast Guard
statisticianso he can find out why accounts of these deathswere not
senttothemby State Boating Law Administratorsasrequired by law.

Canoeing Accidents

Only three canoeing accidents were reported to American
Whitewater this season. On December 28" of last year, two men
capsizedtheir canoewhile runningaflood control damon Louisiana's
Pearl River. The two men "hit awhirlpool," probably a hydraulic,
according to news reports. One man was able to escape and swim to
shore; the other did not. He was presumably caught in the dam
backwash.

On April 267 ayoung couple, engaged to be married, launched
atandem canoe on the Buffalo National River at Ponca, AR. A report
forwarded by Jim Burton reported moderate water levels on this
Class 1-11 stream. Approximately 1.5 miles downstream their canoe
collidedwitha"root ball" attached toadowned tree. The manwashed
out o the strainer, but the woman was pinned head-down under-
neath the canoe. The man made several rescue attempts before
seeking help. NPS rangers and campers made the recovery a short
time later. Resuscitation attemptsfollowed, and shewastransported
toahospital where shewas pronounced dead thefollowing morning.
The report noted that the left side of the river was open and this
channel was not hard to reach.

OnMay 21, fishermen inajet boat were in Hell's Canyon of the
Snake River when they noticed aswamped canoe, apaddl e, and other
debris in the river. When no other canoes appeared, the group
became concerned and set out after the gear. They found the body of
a young Canadian man floating face down in his PFD. He had
apparently been travelling aone down this ClassIII-IV river with no
cold water gear. He probably died of hypothermia. Aflatwater canoe
with noflotation and amountain biketied insidewasal so recovered.

Theselast accidentswereall one-boat trips. It's possiblethat an
accompanying boat could have made some rescues and saved lives.

Rafting Accidents

On April 2™ a guide training fatality, the first that I've
encountered, occurred at Two Pair rapid on Californias North Fork
of the Yuba Areport from Matt Buynoski summarized the incident
asfollows. Boats entering this Class IV drop must choose between a
right and a left chute part-way down. Most people go right, but the
last raft in the group hit the head of the rocky island that splits the
current and was pushed left. They hit a rooster-tail rock at the base
of the drop and capsized, spilling all seven occupantsinto theriver.
The other boats in the party quickly mobilized to pick up swimmers
and collect the overturned raft. A head count revealed that one
person, awoman, was missing. The group began an intense search,
whichincluded dragging therun-outwithasnagline. The Downieville
FireDepartment arrived and set up atelfer lower usingacataraft and
a 300-foot high line. At the same time a helicopter searched the
canyon downstream. A PFD was found, but the body itself was not
located until early the next afternoon. She was pinned on river left,
wrapped around two small rocksinfour feet of water. This probably
happened soon after the flip.

On May 1 agroup of six friends, including a member of aloca
rescue team, attempted Alberton Gorge on Montana's Clark Fork in
a 16-foot raft. AW's Paul Sihler, in a letter accompanying the
newspaper article from"The Missoulan" that this narrative is based

on, said that the water level was 10,000 cfs at St. Regis, high but
reasonable. Healso stated that thewater was extremely cold. The raft
hit a breaking wave at the top o Class IV "Fang" rapid, flipping
instantly. Everyone swam to shore except Sharon Goyette, 53. The
group retrieved her from the river some distance downstream and
began CPR, but they were not able to save her.

On May 26 William Tichnor drowned after his raft flipped in
Skull Rapid, the biggest drop in Utah's Westwater Canyon. Thewater
level was 19,000 cfs, which ishigh. An article on recent river deaths
in the Salt Lake City Tribune reported that the boat apparently
broached and overturned inthe"Room of Doom," ahorrendouseddy/
whirlpool part-way downthedroponriver right. Tichnor, despite his
lifevest, was pulled deep under water and did not resurface for several
minutes. Another raft party, which included a nurse and an EMT,
attempted CPR without success. They also rescued the other three
members of the crew.

There's a section of the Neenana River near the gateway to
Denali National Park in Alaskathat contains Class II-III family-class
whitewater often rafted by tour groups. But on May 297 the river was
unusually low, 3,000 cfs. At these levelsa bad pour-over appearsjust
upstream of theconfluencewiththeY anert River. Theselowflowsare
rare during theraftingseason, which may explainwhy an18foot oar-
rig boat carrying senior citizens from Georgia unwittingly dropped
into the hole. The boat surfed upright for about 20 minutes, during
whichtimesevera peoplewere pitched intothewater. EloissHubbard
and DorisNorth, both 75, drowned, despitewearing lifevestsand wet
suits. Mrs. Hubbard's hushand tried to hold onto hiswifeafter shefell
out, but could not. Theair temperature at thesitewas38degrees, and
the water was icy cold. Although the AP dispatch is not clear, the
victims may have been recirculated and could have been caught
under the boat for atime. The other boatson thetrip missed the hole
and recovered the swimmers downstream. Rangers were called and
many of the guests were evacuated by helicopter.

There were two similar incidents in Colorado. On June 11
DonnaGraham, 64, drowned after her commercial raft flippedinthe
Mishawaka Section of the Poudre River. AW's Sam McLamb reported
that Ms Graham swam about 112 mile. She had an extensive cardiac
history and collapsed after being pulled back into the raft. On June
26" a paddle raft flipped in Three Rocks Rapid on the Roya Gorge of
theArkansasRiver, spilling all seven paddlersintotheriver. Theriver
was running at a high 3,500 cfs. The victim, a 53 year old man, was
unable to reach shore. Guides and rangers pulled him in and at-
tempted CPR, but were unable to revive him. We have hard rumors
of other rafting fatalities on the Arkansas, but we have no specific
details at present.

To the north, in Washington State, William Gallager, 53,
drowned after his raft flipped on the Wenachee River at Dunkard's
drop. The water level was 13,500 cfs; quite high. Gallager's lifevest
was torn from his body, and he was lifeless when pulled to shore by
kayakers.

Theaboveincidents point out therea dangers o swimming big
water, especialy for older people. Lifejacketsal one may not prevent
drowning and cold is simply harder to deal with as you age. Poor
physical shape, especialy cardiac fitness, isoften blamed. But | also
wonder if older people's survival reflexes change, perhaps making
them more susceptible to laryngospasms. These may occur when
cold water hits the larynx, causing it to close tightly and block the
passage o air to the lungs. This mechanism causes the choking and
gasping often experienced during river swims, and in extreme cases
"dry drowning" results.

But notall raftingfatalitiesweretheresult of swims. On May 8
Lawrence Jobst, 34, was rafting with five friends when his raft got
misaligned above " The Nozzle" in Washington's Green River Gorge.
Brian Platt, inapostingtorec.boats.paddle, said that the raft ranthe
Little Nozzle by accident. Jobst fell into the river feet first and went
down deep. He was badly pinned in an underwater boulder sieve.
Despite the combined efforts of dozens of experienced people hewas
beyond help. Rescue teams were able to recover the body two days
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later.

A dam on the Big Hole River in Montana proved fatal to some
unway rafters over Memorial Day Weekend. An Associated Press
dispatch forwarded by Slim Ray reported that the river was quite
high, swollen by snowmelt and recent rains. After the raft capsized in
the hydraulic, two men were able to swim to shore. Their compan-
ions, Sandra Townsend, 48, and Roxie Oakes, 22, drowned. Survivors
said that fast currentsprevented the party from taking out upstream
o thedrop.

In another incident on the Big Hole River, Cora Rader, 63,
drowned May 30t while participating inamemorial servicetoscatter
her son's ashes. The raft they were travellingin hit thesupport pillar
of theJery Creek Bridge near Wise River, Montanaand flipped. Mrs.
Rader wascarried under water where her lifevest becametangled on
a submerged log. Family members watching from shore called for
helpandsix other peoplewere quickly pulledfromtheriver by rescue
personnel. Mrs. Rader's body was recovered afew hours later.

AW’s Paul Delaney sent abrief account of aJuly 4™ death onthe
"day stretch" o the Salmon River near Salmon, Idaho. Jason
Armstrong, 22, wasrafting with friendswhentheir boat hitastrainer
and pinned. The otherswashed free, but Armstrong was caught and
held under water. It took rescuers nearly an hour to free him. Loca
residentssaid that thetree had recently entered the river and that it
wasV ey hard to spot from upstream.

M Lastly,onJunel3, Dusty Lane, agifted trackathletein hisearly
20s, drowned while rafting the Spokane River in Washington State.
Mick French reported to rec.boats.paddle that thislarge Class II-111
river was running high at 16,700 cfs. Thewater wasv ey cold. Lane,
who had been tubing, climbed into the raft because he was cold
despite wearing awetsuit. The three peoplein the raft had only one
PFD between them and alcohol may have been involved. When the
boat flipped the others madeit to shore. Lane was |ast seen floating
downstream at Bowl and Pitcher Rapid. Inexperience, inadequate
equipment and lack of backup may have contributed to the tragedy.

Miscellaneous Accidents

Therewereanumber of accidentsinvolving unusual river craft.
On March 22 Vaaria Cartwright, 28, drowned after the raft she was
riding at Six Flags Whitewater Kingdom in Dallas, Texas capsized.
Reports sent by Doug Pineo stated that the other patrons removed
their seat beltsasthe boat swamped, but that thevictimdid not. The
cause is being investigated.

AmandaSmith, 17, drowned in atubing accident on the Little
River in Tennessee's Great Smokey Mountain National Park on July
8. Rangersworked for hourstorelease her fromavery severefoot and
leg entrapment.

On Utah's Class 11+ Weber River Fredrick Hadden, 43, a
riverboarder, tethered himself toaboard thatwasinturnattached to
the Center Street Bridge. Foot tethers are not usual riverboarding
practiceand using one proved to beafatal mistake. When Hadden fell
off, hewasheld underwater until hisson cut himand his board free.
The body was recovered 1.5 miles downstream.

Pedal boats are not river worthy, asayoung woman found out
toolate. Fatima Hawley, 27, decided totakeonedown the Green River
near Whitney Bridge Park in Washington State with four other
people. This isan easy whitewater stretch, popular with tubers and
paddiers. When the peda boat flipped in turbulence, two adults and
three kids hit the water. Only one person, a 5-year old child, was
wearing a life vest. The others swam to shore safely, but Hawley
washed into a strainer. She was dead by the time fire fighters and
medics reached her.

Hikers

Two hikers met death along popular whitewater streams. On
May 30* Todd Strickland, 50, waswalking along the river bank after
dinner onacommercial raftingtripinArizona's Grand Canyon when
he fell into the water. The National Park Service Morning report
stated that guides on asecond trip saw himfloat by, calling for help.

They chased him down with a motorized raft, pulled him aboard, and
started CPR. They were, unfortunately, too late.

On May Z9™ Rachel Troy, 16, and her boyfriend attempted to
wade across the Chatooga River just 20 feet upstream of Raven Rock
Rapid. Theriver wasrunning low, at 1.2 feet, but despitethisthe pair
lost their footing and were swept into the rapid. Ms. Troy waswashed
intoan undercut rock whereshe became pinned under 8feet of water.
Her boyfriend, who survived, borrowed a PFD from nearby boaters
and initiated a series o heroic rescue attempts. On his last try he
dislocated his shoulder. Several area rescue squads worked for days
but were unable to touch, much less release, her body. However, an
underwater camerawas used to pinpoint itslocation.

The girl's distraught parents applied considerable politica pres-
suretocontinuetherecovery efforts. By doingthisthey collided head-
onwith defenders of this Wild and Scenic River who wanted to make
certain that theareawould not be damaged during theseattempts. In
late June, following pressure from South Carolina Senators Strom
Thurmond and Earnest Hollings, a portabledam wascarried into the
gorge hy convict labor and erected to divert thewater. Thisinvolved
drilling anumber of small holes into the riverbed. Dennis Kerrigan,
alongtimerescue instructor and extrication expert, wasflown down
from Maine to assist. The effort was not successful, and as of this
writing Ms Troy remainsintheriver. Itisunclear what future efforts,
if any, will be made to retrieve her.

I'dliketothank eveyonewhosentinthematerialsthatformthe
basis d this report. | simply could not do it without you! Please
continuetosend me pressclippings, e-mail accounts, and other info.
Don't worry, | don't mind getting duplicate submissions! Always |et
meknow if your name or any other information in your reportshould
be kept confidential. Please send it to Charlie Walbridge, AW Safety
Editor, Rt. 1, Box A43B, Bruceton Mills, WV 26525; Phone 304-379-
9002; E-mail: cwal@compuserve.com.
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River Safety Sudy Underway

|
By Jennifer L. Plyler, Ph.D.

ith help from Charlie Walbridge,
American Whitewater Safety Editor,
and various people in the Silver
Spring, MD office, | have begun a study on
canoe, kayak, and rafting accident reports
submitted tothe U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)for
1995-1998. More than a decade ago, Joan
Maybe completed a similar study, described
in the River Safety Report 1989-1991, in
cooperation with the American Canoe Asso-
ciation. Maybe's report summarized the fac-
torscontributing towater fatalitiesand com-
pared accident frequencies between various
watercraft.
Aspart d my volunteer work with Ameri-
can Whitewater, | will be reporting similar
information found in Maybe'sreport. Specifi-

Althoughwe have noway of knowing the
exact number of canoe, kayak, and rafting
accidentsfor 1997 or other years, of the121
accidents submitted via the BAR form and
American Whitewater reportsfor 1997, only
18 were recorded by both organizations.
When there were multiple corroborative
reports available, it was much easier to
determinefactorsand conditionssurround-
ing the accidents. Hopefully, this project
will enhance the exchange of information
between American Whitewater and the USCG
and encourage the paddling community to
continuetoreport details of river accidents.

Other observations o the 1997 data in-
clude:

Once | have received data tor the
additional years, I'll submit a
detailed article to the American
Whitewater journal summarizing the
results.

H youhave questions about this
study, please contact Charlie
Walbridge at
cwal@compuserve.com/(304) 379-
9002 or myself at plylerj@satnet.org/
(301) 349-5101. Hyou want to know
how you can become a volunteer tor
American Whitewater, please
contact Rich Bowers, American
Whitewater Executive Director, at
richb@amwhitewater-ora/(307) 589-
9453.

*Most accidentsoccurred in the Summer (44.6%)
*New Yak (8.3%) and Washington (8.3% ) sates had
the highest frequency of accidents

*43.8% of the accidentswere canoerdated

¢ Alcohol wasafactor in 16.5%, or 20 of the 121 water

cally, | am studying canoe, kayak, and rafting
accidents so that the paddling community
can learn how accidents occur, and what
preventive or educational measures, if any,
should be taken. | also want to compare the
risksassociated with whitewater paddling to
other sportsand activities.

Asamember of American Whitewater and
a recreational paddler (K-1) for five years
respectively, my interest in whitewater acci-
dentsisaselfish one—I want tolearn how to
be safer on the river and enjoy this exciting
and exhilarating sport to its fullest. Having
moved to the Washington, DC areatwo years
ago and working within 10 minutes o the
American Whitewater office prompted meto
seriously consider taking a more active role
to support the organization and its mission.
| finally made that first phone cal a few
monthsago and my offer to helpwasreceived
with enthusiasm and gratitude. | strongly
encourageyou tomakethat phonecall alsoto
show your support for an organization that
strives to conserve the rivers we love and
enhance our opportunities to enjoy them
safely.

Under the Boating Safety Act of 1971,
state BoatingLaw Administratorsarerequired
to complete aBoating Accident Report (BAR)
onall water accidents and submit theformto
the USCG. The information on the form is
then entered into a Coast Guard database.
Thus far, | have worked closely with Bruce
Schmidt, USCG Statistician, to analyze the
1997 data and will work with Bruce on com-
piling the 1995, 1996, and 1998 data.

My initial impression after reviewing the
1997 data was that a large number of
drowningsarepreventable. For instance, over
half of thevictimswerenotwearing lifejackets.
The number dof fishing trips, swimming out-
ings, or quiet retreats that ended in unex-
pected tragedy wasstriking. Notably, very few
accidents involved trained whitewater pad-
dlers.

accidentsin 1997

High Performance Canoe
and Kayak Paddles

Type Mgt '
K WesdTraphn - 4058
K1 WosdTibrrglane®

kgt

3

TR [N [P [ TP Sy P (o

d _.:l 'E_ulj Laig=il
: S Y 1

PRICE LIST

=l | Tt 1l KO e
rlmin

= - N o
L0 Leecdhilaigloss® T8

Iraalukilgalal

Call e write Tor mosre loc Clinch Bover Paddie Co. 2950 Jones Road Lenolr Gy, TN 37771 = (473} 986-9397

American Whitewater ﬂ September/ October1999



Come check out our latest babies.
Kayaks for a new generation of boaters.
Play theriver.

D B—
Impex International
1107 Station Road
Building #1
Bellport, NY 11713
R3S 516.286.1952
photo by Dave Garda
- LA
- L]
.l‘!\.-'-
___i:‘{""‘\-;’: B T 2% o - b 2L Rl

American Whitewater V September/ October1999




A Good Idea

Pack itin Padk it out,

By Bill Hay

his may surprise you,

but yearsago, on a trip

to the Ocoee River, | had
arun-in with the authorities. |
was parked in the take-out lot
preparing for the run. Although
the river was not particularly
crowded, the lot was full. So, |
parked in a Loading Zone and
proceeded to move boats from
the car of my paddling
companions onto mine.

As thiswas going on, a
man with an empty garbage
bag in his hand approached
me. "You can't park their,
buddy.” He said. “Now move
it.”

| looked at the boats
stacked high on my van. |
looked at the lack of ropes on
them. | looked at the busy
highway. | looked at the
garbage collector, "Sure, just as
soon as| finish here”

Heinsisted, " | said,'Move
it." Thisisa Loading Zone.
You can't park here."

I've never quite
understood this incident until
recently when | myself went to
work for TVA. Now | gt it.

Being a boater, | have a problem with
authority. Well, perhaps authority hasa prob-
lem with me. I've never been able to figure
out which iscorrect.

Thisiswhy it wassuch asurprise when |
recently was offered a job by the Tennessee
Valley Authority asagarbage collector onthe
Ocoee River. In need o funds as aways, |
happily accepted the job. The fact that it was
located on my favorite brownwater river was
a pleasant perquisite.

Like many government jobs, it was very
strenuous. | wasto go towork at 8 am if you
canimagine, sol wasabit late my first day. It

was okay, though, as that gave the mist a
chance to burn off the Ocoee Vadley. | could
easily see thered clay scars|left by the copper
minesas| drove up thevalley and acrossthe
divide. | arrived at Powerhouse Number 1
justasthemorning break commenced andso
| had tostand around inthe hot summer sun
while everyone drank a soft drink and ate
Nabs. Not a pleasant start to my new career,
| can tell you.

My bosswas an unpleasant surprise, too.
| had interviewed for the job at TVA head-
quarters in Nashville, TN. | was down there
auditioning for the Grand Ole Opry, soitwas
convenient to wander into town and inter-
view for thisjob, too. Unfortunately, theOpry
didn't need a man of my talents at the time.
Fortunately, TVA did.

During the interview with TVA, | madeit
very clear that | worked best under men and
under men who were not prone to micro-
management. | felt | had gotten this point
across, soyou canimagine my surprisewhen
a short, blonde female, identified on her
officid U.S Government breast plate only as
"Ursula," sauntered up to the Ford pickupwe
were al standing around that morning and
barked, "Hay! Get over here!"

| cast my eyesaround toseeif anyoneelse
would answer this rude call, but no one did.
Instead, the blonde looked directly at meand
motioned toward thedouble-wide that served
as the main office for the Ocoee River Au-
thority. | followed a few moments after she
turned on her heel and marched off toward
her office.

We cleared up the confusion about my
starting time on the job. "Mr. Hay, we do not
tolerate tardiness hereat TVA. Y our work day
starts promptly at 8 am. Do you understand,
sir?"

"Sure. Gotcha, babeness."

"Sir?That's Maam."

Things hadn't started well, but, diplomat
asaways, | nodded and we went on to more
important things, my job duties.

"Now, Mr. Hay, | want to review your job
descriptionwith you so that wearein agree-
ment on your duties and how they will be
performed. We haveareputation hereat TVA
that we strive to uphold at dl costs. Do you
understand that?"

"Yeah, | getit."

“Sir?”

"No, maam."

Shewent on to explain the intricacies of
garbage collection at the Ocoee. "Now, Mr.

Hay, your job can be boiled down to this: if
you seetrash on the road side, you are not to
pick it up."

"Sir?l mean maam?"

"That is correct. You are NOT to pick up
trash on theside o the road. Do you under-
stand?"

"Yes, | think so. | only pick uptrashonthe
river. Right?" This was a pleasing develop-
ment for me as | had brought my trusty C-
boat in hopes of being assigned on river
dutiesat the Ocoee.

"Wrong, Mr. Hay," my boss shook her
head. "You do not pick up trash on the river
either. That trashispicked up by river guides
and discarded the next day. Do you under-
stand?"

| didn't, but it was getting toward lunch
timeand | wanted to get onwith my orienta-
tion, so | agreed, "Yessir, maam. | do not
pick up trashalong theroad; | do not pick up
trashontheriver. | only pick uptrashinthe
parking lots. Yessir, ma'am." | saluted and
turned to go.

"No!" Thebark o her harsh guttural voice
stopped me in my tracks. "Mr. Hay, you do
not pick uptrashintheparkinglots. Thisjob
isperformed by the park rangers as specified
in page 348, paragraph 8.aa, Section 2, sub-
section 3.5i of the employeemanual. | thought
you were directed to read the manual before
you reported to work this morning."

"l wassir, maam. That'swhy | waslate; |
stayed up until 3 am this morning reading
themanual." | havetoadmit thiswasaslight
exaggeration; some of thetrash | had picked
up along the way over to the Ocoee the
previous day had read sections of the manual
tomeas| dozed in my tent. | figured, incor-
rectly it seems, that | would absorb by osmo-
sistheintricacies of working for the govern-
ment.

Ms. Ursula sighed, "Wél, enough of that.
Excusesare not agood excuse here. Now, do
you understand your job duties?"

"Yes maam, sir," | replied, "I am not to
pick uptrashalongtheroad, | am not to pick
uptrashontheriver, |lamnottopick uptrash
in the parking lot."

Ms. Ursula frowned and dismissed my
remarkswith awavedf her hand. | snapped to
attention and waved back. Thinking | was
free to go after this tough lesson, | again
turnedtogo. Again, | wasstopped,"Mr. Hay!!
You will not leave this room until we are
finished discussing your job duties. Do you
understand?"

American Whitewater V September/ October1999



"NOsir, ma'am, | mean yesmaam, sir." |
was confused, but | turned back around and
again faced my nemesis.

"Y our job, Mr. Hay, hasspecificdutiesand
procedures. You are to perform these duties
diligently. Failure to do so will be cause for
dismissal. Do you understand?"

"Yes" I didn't though."l am notto pick up
trash....”

| was rudely interrupted by a harsh crack
o the riding crop Ms Ursula had been hold-
ing in her left hand. She moaned, "Mr. Hay,
we are not discussing what are not to do on
your job. We are discussing what you are to
do."

"Yesmaam, sir, | am not...”

"No,youaretopick up trash. Thatisyour
primary duty.”

"Yesma'am, lamto pick uptrash, but not
along the road, not on the river, not in the
parking lot....” | left my words hanging in
hopes o finding some enlightenment.

"Precisely,” and with that Ms. Ursula
turned on her heel (black stiletto, o course)
and strode from the room. | stared at her
retreating backside gloomily.

The next morning | arrived at work asthe
mid-morning break was breaking up. It had
been adifficult night inthe campground and
again | had overslept. However, | had a plan.
Thefirstthingl did was goaround totheback
of my pickup and take out the black garbage
bag full o trash | had collected at the camp-
site the night before. | took it toward the
dumpster next to the employee parking lot.

"Mr. Hay!! Whatareyou doing?” Ms. Ursula
glowered from the stoop of the doublewide.

| paused, bag dangling from my right
hand likeadead turkey, " Throwing away this
trash maam." | was again invited into Ms
Ursula's officefor an orientation session.

"Mr. Hay, didn't | tell you yesterday that
your jobwasto pick up trash?"

"Yesmaam, sir."

"Did | mention throwing trash away?'

"Nosir, maam."

"Then, what, pray tell,areyou goingtodo
with that bag of trash?"

| saw her logic, but feared for my job, so |
tried too explain, "Wel, sir, maam, | knew |
was NOT to pick up trash on the side o the
road, on the river, or in the parking lot, so |
thought it would be a good idea to pick up
trash in the campground. | wasjust going to
finish thejob....”

| wasinterrupted by an outburst, "A good
idea, Mr. Hay. A good idea? You had a good
idea? That's avery bad idea."

| nodded. It wasall becoming clear to me.
"Yessir, ma'am, pickinguptrashinthecamp-
ground was a bad idea."

"No, youfool, itwasagood idea. Thisisa
government job. Good ideas are a bad idea.
You should know that."

Having been a draft dodger in my youth,
andaboaterin my oldage, | didn't know that,
but | knew it now. "Well, ma'am, sir, what

should 1 do with this trash?"

Shefrowned. | just wasn't getting off toa
good start here. "Mr. Hay, it would beagood
idea if you put that trash back exactly where
you got it. Directive 407.3¢.49i specificaly
states, and | am quoting here, Mr. Hay, ‘al
campground trash is to be picked up by
designees of the campground management
staff.” Mr. Hay are you designated by the
campground management staff?"

I shook my head, "Nosir, ma'am, | am not
sodesignated. | amsorry ma'am sir that | had
agoodidea. [twon't happenagain. But ma'am,
sir, | want to do well here at the Ocoee, so
wouldyou please review my jobdutiesagain?'

Ms. Ursulashook her head, but proceeded,
"Mr. Hay, I will, but thiswill bethelast time.
Your job as Garbage Collector at the Ocoee
Power Project isto pick up trash. When you
see trash, you are to pick it up. This is
assuming, of course, that said trashisnot on
theside of the road, not on the river, not in
the parking lot, and notin the campground.
Do you understand?"

"Yessir, maam, | understand fully. But
wouldn't it beagood idea.....”

"MR. HAY! | havetoldyouthisisagovern-
ment job. Good ideas are bad idess."

"Yes sir, ma'am, | understand. What |
meantis,wouldn'tit behelpful totell mejust
where | can pick up trash."

With that Ms Ursula'sfaceturnedalovely
shade o purple, she straightened her spine,
tucked in her chin, and sputtered, "Mr. Hay,
you areto pickuptrash everywhere EXCEPT
where it is prohibited!!!"

| nodded and I€ft to spend the afternoon
in a bar in Ducktown, but there wasn't any
trash there that day.

The next day, | arrived at work on time.
This proved to be a good idea, | mean bad
idea, asMs Ursulawasat thegatewaiting my
arrival. "Good morning, Mr. Hay, did you
sleep well?"

"Yes sir, maam," | replied, happy that

t_ 3
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things seemed to have improved on the job.

"Mr. Hay, | think it would be a good idea
foryoutowork theparking lotat thetake-out
for the Ocoee River today."

| nodded, "Yes ma'am, agood idea. I'll do
exactly that. | shall gotothetake-out parking
lot and pick up trash." | was glad | had
thought to bring my boat along on thisfine
morning.

"YOU WILL NOT! You will go to the
parking lot and you will carry a garbage bag
with you and you will walk around, but |
forbid you to pick up any trash. Do you
understand, Mr. Hay?"'

I didn't sol nodded affirmatively,"Yessir,
maam. | understand. | am not to pick up
trash in the parking lot. That isthe duty o
the parking lot rangers as specified in page
567, Section 6, Paragraph 21, subsection
3.7759 of the Employee Manual."

Ms Ursula smiled and nodded in agree-
ment. | was relieved to be getting into the
swing o things down here at the Ocoee
Power Project. "And, Mr. Hay, while you are
down there, don't you think it would be a
good idea for you to watch for any boaters
who might park in the Loading Zone ille-
galy?'

Being a boater mysdlf, | didn't think it
would be such a good idea, so | said, "Yes
maam sir. It would be a good idea" And |
went off to paddle.

Now that | think of it, it's always a good
idea, when faced with the prospect o work,
especially government work, to go off and
paddle.

Editor's note: The infamous curmudgeon
Bill Hay is the editor of the Virginia's Coastal
Canoeists' CA News, which was recently
named one of the four best club newsletters
by Paddler. During his paddling career Mr.
Hay has had a number of confrontations with
women named Ursula. We have documented
several of these encounters here.

Hoyt Reel painting
to be donated to
Gauley Fettival
Slent Auction.

A new painting of Hoyt's will be
auctioned at thisyearsfestival. Hoyt
generously donated one of his paint-
ingsto American Whitewater asafund
raiser last year also. Look for this
painting and get your bid in.
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To SeeOr
Not to b at
or Ligntningnever

By Teresa Gryder

As Charlie Walbridge once pointed out,
river guidescan becomeinuredtotherisksof
their home river, risking more in their
playtime than the occasiona visitor might
choose. One way to up the ante is to do
without certain pieces o gear, starting with
the paddle. Another way isto reduce the use
of certain senses, most commonly sight, in
order to bring other senses to the fore.

My home river isthe Chattooga, Section
IV. My only rule on the water is that every
day, whether in rubber or plastic or glass, |
must do or see something I've never done or
seen before. Moonlight excursions, hand pad-
dling, and swimming through potholes are

Lice

nothing radical to me. Once | had to safety
boat without asprayskirt after atourist rear-
ranged my gear during lunch. Swimmingin
the river was unintentional at first, but be-
comes more intentional as the years fly by.
Potholes and undercut caverns are magical
mystery places, and risk isseasoning on life.

| tried kayakinghblindfolded. Iwasn't crazy
enough todo Section IV blind, so| chosethe
Nantahala for my experiment. | felt certain
that on afamiliar, easy river on asunny day,
| couldfeel thewind direction and sun onmy
cheek, hear the water direction and banks,
smell thehighway and honeysuckle, and know
where | was. | couldn't. Even on the mighty
Nantahalal wasterrified by theuncontrolled

sweep of water and hy the sensation of mov-
ing but not knowing where. | made it two
miles with ample coaching from a sighted
companion.

Yearslater came another occasion to see
what it would really be like to paddie blind.
The tale resurfaces every year, and versions
wander farther and farther from what I re-
member astruth. But when | hear someone
else'sversion, it sounds just astrueas mine,
sol don't know anymore. Inmy memory, this
is how it happened.

Christoand | had already run theshuttle,
andasthedusk settled wetalked Kory, Cathy,
and Ocoee Ed into paddling Section IV of the
Chattooga with us. Violent thunderstorms
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wandered through the valleys, and the light
wasevenly gray. Aswecircled intotheWoodall
Shoals parking area, the drizzle turned to a
downpour. Five Chattooga guides sat in a
steamy van and waited for asign.

Why do people think guides don't boat?
Because they don't see us? Since we spend
our working liveson the river, when we play
wewant it al to ourselves. Wecomeout, like
trolls, after the sun sets and the tourists
retire. The moon was full that night, but
when themoonisfull, it risesabout thesame
time that thesun sets—on level ground. Ina
river gorge you may loose the last glow of
reflected sun long before a full moon crests
the ridge. Between sundown and moonrise
there can bean hour or two of serious dark-
ness.

Our decisionto put-on can only beattrib-
uted to herd instinct, thesame phenomenon
that drives lemmings and buffalo to stam-
pede over cliffs. No two of us would have
chosen to go paddling in a downpour in
complete blackness. The rationale "Well, if
you go, | guess I'll go" made the full circle,
and though no single person said they'd go,
after 20 minute of hemming and hawing, we
went.

We picked our way down the trail in the
last shred of daylight. Seven Foot Fals isa
quarter miledownstream from Woodall, and

by the time we got there the faint glow of
sunset hadvamoosed. Luckily, thelightning
had started. With each flash | was mesmer-
ized by the bright colorsof my friends' gear,
and the bright glitter of the raindrops sus-
pended in air. Series of strobe flashes lit
paddlers in a sequence of frozen poses like
cheap animation. In between the pulses o
lightning the darkness was complete.

When you float the same river day after
day, year after year, you learn its signs and
texturebetter thanyou'll ever know the back
d your hand. When you paddle it at night,
you becomeaware that because of therise of
ahill, or the shape of a boulder on a distant
shore, atree branch overhead, or the sound
o awave, youknow whereyou are. Butthis
night was dark. Cavernous black. So black
that the eye could discern not a glimmer. |
repeatedly closed and opened my eyes, won-
dering if by chance I'd forgotten to open
them, or if, | had suddenly gone blind.

The rain was noisy too, splattering and
hissing, obscuring all but the deep boom o
Seven Foot Falls. As | approached the stair
step drops above Seven Foot, the lightning
returned in earnest. Three bright flashes
blazed the path past the first hole, through
funny water to avigorous right boof. There
are lots of ways to go wrong there, and we
know themall first hand. | hooted"too-hoo,"
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and heard other people hoot and the clash of
a paddle on rock. Everyone was down, but
Cathy was not in her boat, and Kory, the
burly future fireman, was helping her to
shore. | thought to myself, "Bad night for
swimming—we might never find al the
pieces," and castigated myself for not bring-
ing glow sticks. To this day Cathy swears it
was a red boat, but in my memory the boat
was black.

Cathy is nothing if not a self-rescue wiz-
ard. She's surprisingly youngtobeold woman
o theriver, but she started early. Onedof the
first guides on the Chattooga, she tellstales
o how it used to be, driving flatbed trucks
loaded with flaccid rafts and squealing cus-
tomers on heinously rutted mud-slide
roads—and paddling 10 milesto school and
back, upriver both ways.

We found all the pieces and continued
downstream into Stecoah Rapid. The light-
ning ceased, leaving Brailleasour last resort.
The hair prickled on my neck and theair was
sharp with ozone. We paddied head-on into
rocks, missed eddies, and broached. Just as |
was falling over a 5-foot slide known as Raft
Trap, abolt of lightning obliteratedatree not
100yardsaway with a blindingand deafening
impact.

Weregrouped near thefamiliar pattering
of Long Creek Fallsand allowed our eyesand
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earsto resumefunction after the close blast.
Thewater had risenfrom 1.5t01.7in half an
hour. | had aheadlamp and, in spite of weak
batteries, | wasunnerved enoughto consider
hiking out. Ocoee Ed hadn't exited therapid,
and we were beginning to worry. There are
not many placesto get in trouble there, but
had he found one, rescue would not have
been timely. But, truetoform, Ed had found
the perfect Braille surfing wave, and was
completely at onewith black water ashetore
it to dark shredsin ablack boat.

The prevailing theory about lightning
among river guidesisthat thesafest placeto
be was in a plastic or rubber boat on the
water. We rationalize that if you go sit on
shore and the lightning hits a tree nearby,
the 'tricity might track through the rootsto
you. Butif you'reintheriver at thebottom of
agorge, you're in the absolute lowest eleva-
tion to befound, and thusthe lowest likeli-
hood o getting adirect hit. Most of us have
felt a jolt from a wet paddle when a strike
travels through water, but it's generally less
unpleasant than touching an electric fence.
Besides, if we can't be calm when bolts are
falingal around, who's going to calm down
the touristsfrom Florida?

AboveRavenchutetherewasanother bar-
rage of strobe lightning to illuminate our
path, and we discoed in hissing drizzle

et i

throughtheshoal sabovetheFiveFals. Moon-
light began to infiltrate the clouds, and the
rain stopped.

Corkscrew is the second and darkest of
the Five Falls, even when the sun is up (ask
any Chattooga photographer). The bottom
hole chomped Cathy. We found her because
shewas yelling, but her boat did a Houdini.
Wecriss-crossed themoving poolsaboveand
below Crack in the Rock, hoping to bump
into a plastic hump. No luck. After we'd
almost given up, the boat was gjected from
the bottom hole in Corkscrew.

Jawhone passed uneventfully but thewa-
ter had risen enough that Soc'm Dog, aver-
tical drop into a bodacious hole, was hungry
for fresh meat. Kory and | boosted the ob-
scure light by training our head lamps on
what was left o the Launching Pad, the
hump of water and rock ideally used to facili-
tateakiller boof. Ocoee Ed barreled over the
drop and flipped. Unsatisfied, he carried his
boat back up. The second time Ed flipped
before even getting to the drop. He drifted
upside down over the Launching Pad with-
out hitting his head. We cheered with blood
lust for more entertainment. Theonly thing
that could have improved his performance
would have been landing right side up at the
bottom.

Avagueorb o light summitted theridge,

i

677 Suversmine Ro., Bry

giving gentle gray light to black shadows. We
laid on arock and watched the clouds shift
and dissolve across the sky, grateful for our
lives, for theriver welove, and for the senses
that connect us.

TIPSFOR MOONLIGHT
(OR MOONLESS)
PADDLING:

Gothreeor four daysbeforethefull moon;
onthose daysthewaxinggibbous moon rises
three or four hours before sunset, thusyou
can put-inat sundown and havegood light in
the early evening.

Develop a system o verbal signals, in-
cluding individualized sounds for each per-
son to indicate their whereabouts and that
they are OK.

Don't swim.

In case you do swim, attach something
glowingtoyour boat, and yourself, or at least
wear some light colors.

Editor's note: Boating at night or during
thunderstorms can be dangerous. American
Whitewater does not endorse or encourage
night boating. Night boaters so go at their
own risk.

88-9542
THESHOPESILVERCREEKPADDLES.COM # WWW.SILVERCREEKPADDLES.COM
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By Joe Napora

How do you know if you are out to enjoy
awarm Sunday afternoon on oned the most
beautiful riversin the country or if you are
there to get the sh*@ kicked out of you in
order to learn a lesson in humility? Going
through Lower Railroad backwards should
havebeenaclue. And then therewasflipping
and swimming at the top of Lower Keeney.
Andwhat about fli pping under Undercut Rock
inMiller'sFollyand feelinggood thatapaddle
was the only thing | lost? The lesson in
humility was learned. But it was still an
enjoyable warm Sunday afternoon on one of
the most beautiful riversin the country.

The water level was minus a half foot at
Fayette Station, 1,880 cfs. The guidebooks
call thislow, so low that it istoo boring for
many boaters. But thisseemed a perfect level
for my first trip down the Gorge. The water
level wasperfect, but | wasn't. | went smoothly
through Upper Railroad, takingalineright of
thecenter rock and makingit easily downthe
wavetrain. Middle Railroad wasn't much and
| wasn't paying muchattention to it because
| wasthinkingabout theundercut rockinthe

center of Lower Railroad. | caught the eddy
behind arock at thetop left of the rapid. But
instead of pausing in the eddy and figuring
out what to do next, | peeled out low and
inadvertently spun upstream into a small
eddy | hadn't noticed. Next | went down the
steep drop on the left backwards, hitting a
rock at the bottom with my stern. | stayed
upright, though | was sitting on my water
bottle, it having been forced between my
legsand under my ass. | don't want to think
what would have happened if the blunt end
of the bottle had been facing me instead of
the neck.

Next came the warm up rapids...warm
upsfor the Keeneys. Inthesecond of thesel|
flipped and set up perfectly for a roll. But
when | tried toroll | popped my skirtandthe
boat filledwith water. | swam. | wasstarting
to think that at 55, | was just too old to be
swimming any o these rapids. My confi-
dence level was hugging the river bottom
and not about to rise as | approached the
Keeneys.

Upper Keeney was easy, just a straight-

Planeta

makes aussome_paddling

through ride down the center into an eddy
behind Whale Rock. Middle Keeney wasn't
al that difficult either, though I don't re-
member many o the details. | was thinking
too much about Lower Keeney, knowing
that it wasgoing to be the toughest rapid on
theriver. | still don't know how hard Lower
Keeney was. All | paddied wasthevery top. |
flipped there. | spent a long time upside
down, trying to get some purchase on the
swirling water. | eventually decided that |
didn't want to go through the rapid upside
down. | bailed out after | hit my head on a
rock. Then while clutching the stern o my
kayak, | hitvariousother partsd my body on
other rocks. It was a long and not easily
forgotten swim. Perhaps once the aches and
painsgo away, | will forget it, but for now, |
have body memories that Tylenol can dim
but can't erase.

Lollygagand Dudley'sDipwent by quickly
and without mishap. | was beginning to fed
better about Double Z. With Lower Keeney
behind me the worst was over. Double Z
proved to bedoubleeasy. | madeaclean eddy
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..:\—CTIVE FLEECE loungers and waterbott]e

holders. Or_pull

MELTDOWN THERMAL TOP

American Whitewater V September /October1999



on the right and paddled down through and
around the holes and pour-overs with no
trouble. It was my cleanest run of the day. |
ran Turtle Rock down the center, rather than
thefar right through the boulders. 1t wasa
smooth ride. Greyhound was easy enough,
though | got caught for a half second in the
surf, remindingmehow toughthisrapidisin
high water.

Bdow Greyhound | anticipated an easy
ride. Up ahead were the two Kaymoor Rapids,
Miller's Folly (a.k.a. Undercut Rock), and
Fayette Station. After running the Kaymoors
| felt | had left my swimming behind me. |
rationalized the first really wasn't my fault:
with the right skirt I would have rolled up.
The second, well, getting flipped in Lower
Keeney's can happen to anyone. No blame
there, justaresolvetowork on mywhitewater
roll.

But Miller's Folly and the Undercut Rock
loomed ahead. The other paddlers ran far to
therightand paddled hard tokeepfrom being
swept toand under therock. They madeclean

slot moves that slung them around the rock
and down river. | tried the same line, but |
didn't paddle hard enough. And | didn't re-
member the most basic rule o river run-
ning: lean down stream into the rock. In a
blink lwasover and under therock. I couldn't
roll, so | bailed. | reached up and felt my boat
andtherock, saw nothing but darkness, then
finally saw light. Before | could think of what
todo, it wasdonefor me. | flushed out down
river with my boat but not my paddie.
Welookedfor the paddie but couldn't find
it. | didfind araft paddle and my friend Brad
used thatwhilel used hispaddietoget tothe
pool above Fayette Station. Then| gave Brad
his paddle and hit the shore above Fayette
Station Rapid. | didn't want to try it with a
raft paddle. | was exhausted, disappointed,
exhilarated, exasperated, and glad tostep on
shore with only a couple bruisesto my hip,
elbow, and ego. It wasagood day ontheriver.

The Beautician
and the Hair Boater

By Marion Boyer

New guy came in today.

Yeah, cute.

| think we hit it off. No, I'm tellin’ ya
we had this simpatico thing goin” —

Like I asked him, "so, whatcha doing with yourself?"
and he says he's a boater, and I'm thinking

sailboat, I'm thinking yacht maybe

and he says he's going to some whitewater river out east.

Turnsout he's a kayaker.

You know, them boats that go upside down

and then they flip 'em upside right?
He's al telling me about thisthing,
thisskirt thing, that hewears

to keep out thewater and how he likes to do rodeo moves

and he paddles some boat called an "ESP"

or something

and I'm thinking thisguy islike a river cowboy or whatever.

Then, hestarts in talking about "hair boating" and I'm thinking,
Okay, now we're into what | know, you know?
He's al talking about side curlers and waves —
and | know from waves and curlers!

So we're talkin’

and getting into this groove and he's talking
flipsand rolls, bangs and tangles

and I'm like into this

‘cause hair is my business, of course.

I'm hoping he comesinagain

‘cause | gottafind out

if a boof islikea pouf or if it's something different.
But, this guy was cool, you know?

and like, we talk the same language.

A Tale
o theGreaen

By Bruce Foster

Listen fellow paddlers and you shall hear,
Ataledf hair boating, atale o fear.

The tale o ariver, steep, twisting and lean,
My story of the Narrows of the Green.

With drops like Groove Tube, Gorillaand Sun-
shine,

It's best if a paddler is not of sound mind.

Of the drop, deep you go, into the rivers
roaring belly,

Up you pop, breathing hard, arms turned to
jelly.

Lean forward, don't get typewritered, uh oh
too | ate,

Go hard right! Go hard right! Or man your
hole bait.

Hang on man! I'm coming! Scramble and
gropev

Heads up man here it comes! Throw the rope.
A steep drop, a hard turn, a turbulent eddy
line,

The next drop you makeis completely blind.
Watch my line very closely, from it do not
stray,

For here, the pricefor amissed line, isahigh
price to pay.

Downtheblindslot, off the pillowed rock, keep
paddling don't quit,

Catchan eddy, look back, did | just paddlethat
shit.

BlueHeron

By Marion Boyer

You do not need to be expert.
You do not need to pirouette high,
twirl your paddle, crash over the cascade,
vaiantly.
You need only to let green currents rock boat
and body
suspend your weight.
Meantime the shore drifts by.

Meantime the water splintersthe sunlight;
the shine
glints off steel raillway tracks running,
running the riverbank, through tunnels,
past dense woods and gray shanties.
Meantime a blue heron arrows low over
clear water,
asoft rustle of wing.

Whatever you boat, no matter how well,
the river opens itself,
whispers to you like the blue heron, wild and
skimming free,
pointing away through
the shallows of your life.
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Starrk Moon Kayaks
World Famous Kayak Shops
Delta, PA  717-456-7720
Fayetteville, WV 304-574-2550
Havre de Grace, MD  410-939-9500

— www.starrkmoon.com

Lu—ﬁﬁﬁ_,;'\_,:ﬁh,ﬂ_,—ﬁd—"ﬁ_,—ﬁ_;-ﬂd—uﬂ_r‘\_,—ﬂdﬁ‘\_,—

e T N S
|

American Whitewater W September / October1999






Lgbrie

The AW Intems '99:
Solid Workers and Players

By Risa Shimoda Callaway

What adifferenceasummer can make! The'99 teamof AW interns
has filled the AW office with energy and enthusiasm and will leave
behind a body of accomplishment that will serve AW in the years
ahead.

Inquiry, Curiogty in Common

Bryant McCully is the bona fide summertime academic. He
recently graduated summa cum laude from the University d
Strathclyde in Glasgow, Scotland. Brian was elected to Phi Beta
Kappaand was a 1999 Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar.

Bryantanswered asolicitation for internsin American Whitewater
and is focusing his three-month service on the completion of his
master's thesisin environmental science. Hisresearch recommends
awilderness management approach for the Grand Canyon National
Park, summarizing and analyzing laws pertaining to the Federa
Wilderness Bill. It will provide a comprehensive reference for the
complex challenge facing the National Park Service as they try to
simultaneously meet the needs dof users and take responsibility for
the long-term integrity of the resource.

Steve Ledbetter isastudent at the Northwestern School of Law at
Lewis& Clark College. Hediscovered the AW internship program on
aplacement center list of national non-profits. Steve iscompleting
acompilation of case law concerning thestatuted river navigability
forall 50 states. Asbattlesover accessand land and water 'ownership'
continuetowagearound the nation, thishandbook will beawelcome
reference for legal professionals, land managersand paddling advo-
cates.

‘Mo Maureen Phelan, a Geology and Biology Graduate from
Y oungstown State University in Ohio, was looking for a break from
her jobwrestling Topo maps ata USGS officein Pittsburgh. Shecalled
AW and....Voilal Shebecamean intern! Thissummer, Moiscompil-
ing a comprehensive database of foundations and other organiza-
tionswith whom AW may want to partner over the next few years.

And then there's Adam Mayo, who is pursuing degreesin Anthro-
pology and Environmental Studies at the University of Tennessee.
Adam plans to complete the 1999 AW Member Survey database and
has taken on the role d AW Office Photographer!

Thar Focus

Theinternsare psyched about working on meaty issues, knowing
their work will truly have an impact. For Bryant, completing a
comprehensive reference that supports the Wilderness designation
for Grand Canyon National Park “ has been the most rewarding
aspect of my time here. By working on a current and constantly
changing issue, | am gaining a valuable experience working within

EdEd e EdEEEdEasdEsdEEREEEFsseEEseEEEeRE

our political system. Thiskind of experience is not accessibleto a
student doing 'book research." Working at AW has given me the
opportunity tointeractwith the peoplewho makedecision concern-
ing the fate of our rivers, and has increased my desire to make a
positive impact on these decisions."

As Steve notes, "It isfantastic to be able to speak and work with
thedirectorsonthepressingissuesyou read aboutintheJournal .. .the
work done thissummer will have adirect impact on what/how AW
functions.”

Keen to pursue a career working with non-profits, Mo adds:
"Working for AW has provided great exposure to the non-profit
world. AW is an amazing organization created by many people:
without this intense group of volunteers, the organization would
not bewhere it is today."

Then Therés Play

It is pretty sweet for the office to be twenty minutes from the
impressive whitewater playspots on the Potomac. Steve notes: "It is
great to take off after work with your colleagues and head for the
river together. The opportunity to boat together influences how we
work together, and solidifies the bond between us through our
mutual love d rivers."

Dear Aspiring Intern

If you are considering an AW Internship
experience, Byant advises. "Go for it. AW is
riding high on recent victories for the
Tallulah, Coosa, and Nisqually. Thereare
many other issues that need attention. The
paddling community is rapidly expanding. We
need paddlersto embraceariver ethicand to
join the effort to protect our rivers. Choose a
river or issuethat is closeto your heart, and |
guaranteethat your timeat AW will bea
wonderful experience. Aninternshipat AW is
a great combination of hard work, wonderful
people, and paddling...”

Seve adds, “There isstill much to do:
the moreinterns AW has to help, the better!"
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when it's just too dark to boat

WaterWaorks Productions
& Bonesteel Films
PRESENT

THE ADVENTURES OF JONNY UTAH
Winner « "Best of Show™ Award
‘97 Watlonal FeddRng Film Festival

Frobee Info the prychis of boaters you might

conkder abnormal. Spend an hour kooking af a chaatic
fifie fecem water levell This one Four acBon doCamernary
explones “wiy™ v 0o witsl we o

essential boat contral r-I

Winnad = "Bl Invtructional Vides™ Awerd .I

38 Hational Paddling Film Festival II

Created for the internediate o expert, this |
dhynamic indtructicn video includes topics froem [
balsnce, navigation and timing to boafing drops
lnking mioees and rived SEARRGY.

Presented by Tom DeCulr
B Wayk brniracaoe Trawmei)

Ak for these tithes at your local Outdoor Retailer
To order by phone: call NOC Mall Order at 1-800-367-3521. ;
To order by mall: please send chack for 537,95 for 1_'1u-||r|.J'|:I|'.I.H confrol or $32.95 for The Adveatures of Johnny Unzh

_to WaterWorks, PO Box 199, Tapion, NC 28T [

NEw ENGLAND'S SOURCE FOR
WHITEWATER BOATS AND GEAR!

] With every boat purchaseyou receive:
We stock a fU“ line Expert advice from our staff of experienced whitewater paddlers
__of the hottest White= gom outfittingindluding hip pads, back band and seat pad
water boats hﬂ $50 off a Zoar Outdoor instruction clinic

10% off accessoriesfor a year after the purchase date

#* Dagger : =
¥ F-:npﬂnn ‘ZJM
* Prijon

e The Outfitters Shon
1 #Pyranha—— S
On the Deerfield Riva - Charlemont, M assachusetts

I % Mad River 800 532-7483  www.zoar outdoor .com

American Whitewater September/ October1999



The first SELF-BAILING all inflatable cataratft!

NO HARD PARTS!

* The SHREDDER easily rolls up to a
compact 18"x28"!

The cross tubes & raised floor
eliminate the need for a bulky frame.

Airtight Inflatables P.O. Box 36, Ohiopyle, PA 15470+ (724) 329-8668
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For a store near you,
or to order,

CALL TOLL FREE:
888.457.8444

wiwwaoUuHahandproductions.com
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straight-forward style & quality

LOW PRICE

Scrupulous value

LOW FAT
Lightweight

NO SWEAT

Wicks & Breathes

FROST FREE

Warm &Comfortable

Buy our technical thermal wear at
éAU_EYFEST or call:

800-287-2121

"Extreme clothingf or extreme people.”

Highest quality fleececlothing
Made in the Catskill M ountains

<
Free catalog:

Blue IceClothing, POBox 596, PineHill, NY 12465 Fax/Tel: 914.254.4704

www. kayakmarico. com
1-B800-653-8221

infoflikayakmaxico.com

Adwenture
vACALIOME
and
nesbrusCbiceral
cliniCcs

on iha
Wit -water
rivers of

LHE Sfoa sf8con

AND KAYAK
TOURING
OUTFITTERS

DRY BAGS = PFD'S -
INFLATABLES =
NEOTRENE CLOTHING
» ACCESSORIES

PLUS:
* BACKPACKING
* FAMILY CAMPING

=+ RUMGEGED CLOTHIMG
A FOOTWEAR

E BRANDS AT
TIH'IETQWEI' FRICES

CALL OR WRITE FOR
OUR FREE CATALOG

= ik
CAMPMOR

For a Free Catalog,
Call 1-800-230-2151
or write
PO BOX T00-AWA
SADDLE RIVER, M.].

OT4AS8-07T

NORSEprooie copany

WHITEWATER
CANOE & KAYAK PADDLES

with proven
e performance you demand
e durability you want
¢ value that makes $ sense
Call or write for information & outfitters in your area:
RD 1, Spring Mills, PA 16875 814-422-8844

' is-our home,
t ﬂmnl:tlﬂe;&.nmm

3 are MFJQWHJ.-.B&E Jaqn: year,
* "a II"M’B imvite you to come pﬁ_\é{:ll -'itlh ug.

: RioS EcvAl

KAYAKING EXPECITIO

- RSITE: W riosecuador. cos -
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SHRED
BETTER!

The Kayakers Playbook!
This pocket personal trainer
teaches drills that improve %

whitewater kayaking skills. i U “de rwe a r
Simple explanations of dozens -

Ramsey Outdoor

" Paddlesport Headquarters'

Necky, Mad River,
Dagger, Ocean Kayak,
Walden, Perception. o Inodes vaterroofcib

sheet. By Kent Ford, with Phil & l G s
4 MiEm DeRiemer. 64 pages. ol uy
Wg na y GrQ/ QIV', 'Excellent! Practiced diligently, these drills will ;
elevate anybodys skills dramatically... could i wr‘ Boaters Warm Sdnce 1991

eliminate 10 years of trialand error learning:

Voyagua' , Pat agonl a, Brian Brown, former US team member

and coach. : Polates Fleecs, Thermax, Cosolmas,
Hmda‘wn! KOkaIat1 Solo Playboating... The Fm Berber Pils, Tharmastat,

Workbook explains dozens of Fiﬂ"!l' dnds, and overrun!
m‘}ﬂm exercises that show how to

improve your paddling. These
drills will help you avoid bad habits

Our goal has always been to Give you

that arise from improper practice, __E. w 'P"'l'“'lr

so you can eliminate years of

learning by trial and error. Improve

your control and confidence, get We will “_“ m

_4  longer surfs, and have more fun on the river,

guaranteed! Best when used with one or both T
companionvideos. 64 pages. 'What an
advantage you provide the new paddler by

providing so much quality informationin A7 N. Mill st.
enjoyable formats! 'John Seals. St Cladr PA 17070

RAMSEY OUTDOOR
1 e —— e ———

Rt. 17 Paramus, NJ 201-261-5000
Rt. 17 Ramsey,NJ 201-327-8141
Rt. 46 Ledgewood, NJ 201-584-7799

Availablefrom your favorite retailer, or
Performance Video & Instruction, Inc. T17T-429-2578
550 Riverbend, Durango, CO 81301
1-888-259-5805
www.performancevideo.com
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Buue MountaN Quiritters

163 State Hoac _ e
{Rts 11 & 15} W ad
Marysville, PA 17053 ﬁ s
.F?*19'.191..(..7.1..7)-.‘?52.:.2&13.._-_-_il'_--_:‘ =
wianw. plpaline. com/ -bmao

Voyageur = Gaia = Werner

) Salamander = Thule ~ MTI

r Rapidstyle = Planetary Gear

T-U Mountain Surf ~ Northshore

Greatful Heads = Aquabound

Go ‘I”1 H Bending Branches = Mitchell
Cascade = Wyoming Wear
qUUR B‘ FA I Lotus ~ Deluge ~ Kokatat

Rapid Pulse = Granite Gear
Seattle Sports ~ Pelican

Ne-no-nah - Eerr%rete_n GEA:I-
Prijon = Custom WO0O0dSTri
Nildemess Systems ~ Eskimg m m
Savage River Primeb' Bell
Lincoln - Eddyline = Dagger
Merrimack = New a?ve Go wrrH
"Nave Sport = Old Town YOUR STUFF
Excellentselection of Accessories
& Outfitting Supplies...custom, or do-it-
yourself. If we don't have it (whichis
unlikely), we'll getitor make it!
Look forusinthe Historic

Marysville Train Station overlookingthe
Susquehanna River. Call for hoursand

directions. EE—___—— 3

CHECK _US_OUT!

(MOHAWK CANOES)

SAV E 2 5 % Buy Factory Direct

Fast 1-2 day shipping (over ro0.000 56/

WORLD LEADER in

Whitewater Playboats Since 1971

10 Models 7 Lengths ~ More Choices
Whitewater playboats are available fully outfitted and
Jready to paddie. Outfitting includes: Mohawk's foam
saddle, thigh retainer, knee pads, foot braces & air bags.

Sol0/$235 Tandem/$350 3-Pos/$395

www.mohawkcanoes.c_o_m

&

| Owm day response on Catalogs
1-800-686-6429 (7days 24 hrs)

1 womiL L TaF W]W'
Lol E
ROCIED TN [TET 837,50
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of CoUriEus, Expert achice from the peogss wia
design and build our canoes, call:

4078343233 MF 8:30am - 4:30 pm EST
Mok - 97 O 477 N - Largewored H 37 750

Snicker,'Butm |t Works!_'

ello, my name is Robyn Abernathy and | am nine years old. | have

been kayaking for 2 years. | paddle an EPI Tike. It's gray. | had a

pink Protec helmet, but my dog chewed the padding. Really! |

love kayaking. My mom says | caught on to it fast because I'm an
Aquarian. I'm not sure | know exactly what that means, but | LOVE to kayak.
When | first started, | wasalittle afraid. Sometimes on a new river, | still am
alittle afraid. So | havethisthing | do to help me overcome my fearsand
maybe if | share it with you, it will help you too!

It all started when | was 7 and a half. | decided that | wanted to run the
Hollywood rapid on the James River in downtown Richmond, VA. | had
paddled the pony Pasture to Reedy creek part, and | had even run most o
downtown, including Pipeline. But | wasvery nervous about running Holly-
wood. My mom and my Stepdad, Gene, told me that | could scout Hollywood
tofind theright lineand if | decided that | didn't want to run it, | could walk
around it. My mom always says that the rapid will be there next time, theim-
portant thing isto make sure you're there next time too.

So | looked at the rapid and the more | looked, the more afraid | got. So, |
decided not to run it. | wasvery mad at myself, but | was more afraid than |
was mad, so the afraid part of mewon. You see, | know that Murry livesin the
water. Some people think paddlesnakes are what causes you to tip, but | know
it's really Murry. Murry isthe river god. | know some people call him other
names, but | like Murry. Murry makesyou tip, heflips you when you least ex-
pect it, and hides rocks from you until you are right up on them.

Murry will steal from you. He stole from my mom. He stole sunglasses,
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part of a paddle and a paddling jacket,
and one earring. So don't leave your
earrings on! Also, put your sunglasses
UNDER your helmet! My mom learned
the hard way!

Anyway, when | got to Pipeline | was
watching people play in the hole. |
made adeal with Murry. See, | had
heard thislegend that says that you

need to take a Snicker's bar on your
paddling trip and throw the first bite of
your Snicker'sto Murry. If he gets the
first bite, he will not trash you. So the
next day, | decided to run Hollywood.
But when we stopped at First Break,
while everybody elsewassurfing, | got
.out of my boat and got out my

Snickers. | bitinto it and put thefirst

bitein my hand. Then | yelled, "Ok
Murry, here's your bite d the Snickers
bar! It's thefirst one like | promised.
Now behave and help me stay up right!
| threw the candy into the water and it

disappeared. Most of my fear disap-
peared too. I'll have to admit that | was
still just alittle nervous, but | ran Hol-
lywood! | just knew that Murry would

look out for me. He had his Snickers;
he didn't need to tip my boat to look
for it. It worked!

Not long after that, we went to the
Nantahala. My mom and stepdad
showed me the big drop at the end on
theway to the put-in. Believe me, |
threw that bite into theriver...far. |
even gave him the whole Snickers that
day because | saw what waswaiting at
the end. Guesswhat?| didn't tip! | ran
the last drop on the " Nanty" without
flipping. People were cheering and
screaming for me, but | knew that
Murry appreciated the whole Snickers.

So now, whenever we run ariver for

.y thefirst time, | dways
have a Snicker's bar and
thefirst bite belongs to
Murry. Giving him the
first bitewill keep your
mind off of being
scared. | guaranteeit.
Try it out next time
you're onanew river

SYOTRWASB T gk

(seeyou on the river-
with a Snicker's bar)
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