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NAVE YOU BEARP WHAT THEY'EE SAYING ASOUT

VAN OF RUBBER's
st MATE

ZIP-DRY WATERPROOF BAGS 7

"MAN OF RUPBER WATERPROOF PAGS ARE THE BEST ON THE MARKET
ANP THE ONLY ONE I'? TRUST MY +$00 CAMERA T0

ON CLASS IV - V WHITEWATER TRIPS."
CHARLIE WALBRIPOE - WILPWATER PESIONS, PENLLYN, PA

“THE ZIP-LOCK HAS PROVEN ITS WATERPROOFNESS IN MANY
RAPIPS AND RAINSTORMS AND THE DUFFEL BAG DESION HAS
VIRTUALLY ELIMINATED THE "ONE ARM" 6ROPE TECHNIQUE FOR THAT
SWEATER OR ROLL OF FILM ON THE BOTTOM OF THE BA¢. YOUR
ALWAYS FRIENPLY AND EFFICIENT SERVICE |S AN APPED PLEASURE.

THANKS FOR A GREAT PROPUCT I
FIOK RICE - ALASKA IMPASSE, JUNEAU, ALASKA

“HAVING A SUPERIOR PROPUCT 1S ONLY HALF THE EQUATION
WHEN IT COMES 10 RIVER EQUIPMENT..BETH AND GARY
HARPER OF MAN OF RUBBER..STARTED THEIR COMPANY
WITH A BELIEF IN THEIR PROPUCTS, AND HAVE CARRIED IT

THROUGH._MAN OF RUBBER HAS ALWAYS BEEN THERE I*
TOM WAONER-NORTH AMERICAN RIVER RUNNERS, HIGO; WY

WHEN If ABSOLUTELY, POSITIVELY HAS 10
STAY DRY

CALL MAN OF RUBBER AT £15-3338-2775 OR FAX 800-4-PRYBAS
AVAILABLEIN SIX SI1ZES ANP AN ASSORTMENT OF 6REAT COLORSI

FANNY PARSE -TULE K X-SMALL -TUVI' XL SMALL-TVI"X W MEFNM -3 1/I°X 10

LARGE - LI"X 16" X -LARSE -5 X SI" XX - LARS - I X 5T
WAAN OF EUBIEE 18 A ESHATIEED TEAPTMAZY. OF AN OF EUBRCE, ., £7. | DX b9-§, ESLLANCE, TH 17900




Tom DeCuir, 1st Place, Ocoee Rodeo BILL BURGER

Response's advanced design features give you more control plus more
stability. This kayak will go as far as you can take it! Like 1st and 2nd place
in men's and 1st in women's at the 7990 Ocoee Rodeo! 1st and 2nd overall
at the New River Rodeo in Virginia. Top finishing
playboat at Montana's Big Fork Festival.

l

— A e A e s mm

—
L T & T 4

-\.;

| |
Ny

Want to know more ?
Call or write for our free catalog! bﬁﬂ{_{%{
A A 4D

P.O. Box 1500, Harriman, TN 37748 « 615/882-0404
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Humble P|e

| spent the third week of June eating
humblepieinthe Wild, Wild West.... the
Arkansasd &', the Roaring Fork at 2500
cfs, the Piedraat 3000, the Animas at 6000.
Yes after severa yearsof mediocre melt-
downs, Colorado'sriverswereraging. As
Calawouldsay, it wasthe Big Wahoo. But
it wasn't just the tremendousflowsthat
put mein my place. It wasthe company |
waskeeping..

Tobe morespecific, it wasthe com-
pany of my buddy Snake, ayoung man
known to the non-boatingworld as Dave
Pizzuti.

Let meexplain.

| first met Snakeinthelate winter of
1990 0on Indian Creek, atiny tributary of
the Y oughiogheny River near Ohiopyle. In-
dian Creek doesn't run often; it takesalot
of raintobringitup. Butwhenitisredly
clipping, likeit wasthat day, it isavigor-
ousclassIV, demandingand exciting,
though not truly deservingtheclassV rat-
ing bestowed uponit in thevery conserva
tive, local guide book.

But Snakedidn't know that. Hewas

RIVER
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. river
conscious
clothing...

BITECIONC

paldeg + chafhing + coEg

14760 Memorial Drive, Suite 300-105
Hcrg%ron X 77079

Phone & Fax: (713) 589-8747
FREE CATALOG = DEALERINQUIRIES WELCOME

fresh out of collegeand new to
whitewater. Indian Creek was, by far, the
most difficult run he had attempted. He
appeared at the put-in with amutua
friend, Jan Matthew, full of anticipation
and enthusiasm.

I'm generaly not wild about nursing
novicesdown rivers, especidly thosewho
whineor snivel, but Snakewasn't like
that. Although hetook oneswim and his
techniquewasraw, he wasathleticashell,
withapromisingrall and agutsy, gofor
brokeattitude.

Yau could tell that hewasone of
those boaterswhowasdestined toim-
provequickly. And, he had agreat person-
aity and wasalot of fun. Yau couldn't
help but like him.

Soit cameto passthat Snakefollowed
me down a number of increasingly diffi-
cult riversthat springand summer. The
MiddleFork of the Tygart... the Big
Sandy... the Upper Yough. | introduced
himto classV water. Asthe season pro-

f
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gressed hisconfidenceand skill increased
exponentialy,so that eventudly, he be-
camejust onedf the gang, not requiring
any special attention.

During the next couple of yearsl|
boated with Snakeoncein awhile, but not
onaregular basis. Firsthewaslivingin
Detroit, then he moved to Aspen. | heard
that he wasgettinggood, but | didn't real-
izejust how good he wasgetting.

| found that outthi s summer in Colo-
rado. It wasarea eye-opener.

It wasour second day together and we
wereon the Lower Piedraat an uncom-
monly highlevel. Snake had never experi-
enced the Piedrabefore. | had paddiedthe
Piedraa number of timesover theyears,
but | had never seenitlikethis.

At moretypical flows| considerthe
Piedraan interesting, but not particularly
challenging, river. But aswe wereswept
downstream toward thefird box canyon
by the booming, brownwater, | started to
get anxious. | knew that the most difficult
dropson theriver liewithinand immedi-
ately below the congested, inescapable
box. And it wasbecomingincreasingly
clear that, at thi s level, they were not go-
ing to bevery forgiving.

By thetime we entered the box my
anxiety had given way to genuine concern.
| was hugging the shore and catching ev-
ery eddy, then peering downstream,
searchingfor the holesand pouroversthat
| knew weresurely lurking in the
wavetrains, waiting to ambush the un-

Snake, on the other hand, was having
abdl... paddling through the heart of ev-
ery rapid, occasionallyspinningaround to
nonchalantly surf theten foot exploding
waves. It seemed downright recklessto
me, but he never had alick of trouble.
Snakewasclearly quitecomfortableon
bigwater; he had no problem dodging the
Piedra's mantraps.

But it waswhen we stopped to scout

Bob Gedekoh, Box 228, R.D.#4, Elizabeth, Pa 15037

Phyllis Horowitz, Box 85, Phoenicia, New York 12464

Conservation: Rich Bowers, 1609 Northcrest Dr., Silver Spring, MD 20904
Address Changes. KeithMorgan, 2601 Tanglewood Dr., Durham, NC 27705
Missing Copies. Contact PhyllisHorowitz

American Whitewater isprinted by SPENCER WALKER PRESS, INC., Newark

OH. Al rightsreserved.
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the Eyed the Needlethat |
really got worried. Asyou
might surmise by itsname,
thelinethroughthi s rapidis
afineone. skirting alog on
theleft and then, almost im-
mediately, arecirculating
cauldronontheright. At
lower levelsit isintimidat-
ing, but | have negotiatedit a
number of times withouta
mishap. But on that day, at
3000 cfs, the rapid looked
particularlyvicious. Thelog
wassurging up and downin
thetremendouscurrent and
the cauldron looked inescap-
able. BrianHopkins, an ac-
complished, veteran pad-
dler,and | took aquick look
at it and shoulderedour
boats. Snakestudied the
rapid a bit longer, and then camly
started to climbinto his

| wassurprised and alarmed. |
cornered himin the eddy abovethe
drop.

"Are you sure you want to do
this?' | asked nervoudy. "If you
miss thelineyou could bein big.

trouble."

Helookeda bit surprised. | re-
minded H mthat the Piedrawas
flowing at an extraordinarylevel
and that we had beentold that dl
thelocal paddlerswho had paddied
the Piedraearlier that day had por-
taged thedrop. | pointed out that if
hewrapped on the tree, or got
sucked back into the cauldron,
therewould belittlewecoulddo to
savehim.

Hejust smiled and nodded, say-
ing that hedidn't expect that he
would have muchtrouble.

Andso asBrianand | apprehen-
sively set safety, Snaketraversed
the Eye d the Needleon an impec-
cableline.

Thesituationwas muchthe
sameat the next major drop, Muddide. In
this caseatechnical approachledtoan
eight foot vertical ledgewith atreacherous
backwash. Once again, Brianand | stood
by with our heartsin our throatswhile
Snake powered through the monster. He
seemed thoroughly nonplussed.

Later,ontheshuttle, | paid alittle
moreattentionto Snaket han usudl. | dis-
covered that the boy had been getting
around.. the Bottom Moose, the Russell
Fork, Gore Canyon at highwater, theU p
per Box of the Rio Grande. He had fared
well atthe Great | s raceonthe

Potomac;infadt, thefirst timeheranthe
falls wasduringthe race.

He had even tackled the Narrows of
the Green a number of times. Snakesaid
that hethoughtit was"alot of fun". Now,
I've never experienced the Narrows of the
Green, but | havescrutinized a number of
videosand listened to thetaesdf anum-
ber of survivors. Many of thensaid they
would never go back. Someday
soon, perhapsin ten or fifteenyears, |
hopeto run the Green Narrows. Provided
I'm not too busy washing my car or paint-
ing my mailbox.
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Latethat nightasl did
into my deepingbag| came
to several sobering realiza-
tions. At some pointintime
Snake's sense of daring had
far surpassed my own. He
had joinedthat cadre of boat-
erspushingthelimitsfar be-
yond what most of uswould
have deemed possiblefive
yearsago. Snakewaswilling
totakechancesthat | would
not take... therewasno use
denyingit; he had moregut s
than | do.

But therewasmoreto
itthanthat It wasn't easy to
admitit, but thesmpletruth
wasthat Snake'swillingness
to paddle moredifficultwa
ter wasnot just afunction of
hisyouth, reckl essnessor
testosteronelevel Toputit bluntly,
Snakehad becomeafar better boater
than I will ever be

Thi s wasapparent the next day
onthe Animas at 6000 cfs; whilethe
rest of uswerestrugglingtostay in
our boatsand out of bigtrouble,
Snakewasdriving through the meat
of the maelstrom.

It wasapparent on the Roaring
Fork at 2500, where| toiled breath-
lessly to mimic Snake's impeccable
linesthrough an intensemaze of
rocksand holes.

Continuedon page 97

Page 6: Bob on the
Uncompahgre River
Page 7: Snake on the
Uncompahgre River




ED GERTLER ON
OHIOPYLE

Dear Editor.

I would liket o present my
point of view on the Yough fee/
boycott/ protest controversy. |
havebeen enjoying the Yough
sincel9%y. | haveseenalot of
changessincethat time. |
think | havesomefamiliarity
with theissues.

| fed that itisincorrectt o
portray theissue of Yough fees
asjust aquestion of whether
paddlersare cheapskates (we
aready know that). Thered
concernscenter on our ability
t o control our destiny, whether
weare being treated fairly, and
correctnessaof purpose.

Regardingcontrol. Mog of
usexpect governmentt o allow
citizenparticipationinits deci-
sionmaking process. Suppos-
edly, the management of
OhiopyleState Park promised
toabideby such a practice.

e

Accordingly, avariety of users
(boaters, hikers, bikers) have
been participatingwith park
management in acommitteet o
assurethat the park under-
standsour needs.

Yd, asi understandit, ev-
ery magjor changethat hasdf -
fected boating inthelast few
years (fees, reservations, alo-
cations) wasimplemented
without prior consultation
with park users. (How would
youlikeit if the highway de-
partment built afreeway by
your houseand then held pub-
lic hearingsto see how you
and your neighborsfelt about
it?) So, asimpacted parties,
we areinsistingon some con-
trol of our fate. Itisclearthat
thePark isnot outt 0 cham-
pionour best interests.

Regarding equiity. We pri-
vate boatersare beingtold to
pay, whileother usersof the
park are not. Ohiopyleisa
popular park, every bit as
much adestinationfor hikers,
bikers, skiers andt ouri stsasit
isfor boaters. If itisindeed

HEADQUARTERS

facilities,paddlersar e asking
why everybody isnot being
asked to shoulder the burden.
Park entry feesar e common
aroundthe country. We have
themat Great Fdls. Why not
at Ohiopyle?

Regarding purpose. Pad-
dler feesarenot being dedi-
catedt o paddling needs. They
will gointo ageneral fund.
Whilel can appreciateother
parks’ and state agencies
needs, why are boatersbeing
toldto bethe solefinancier?

| personally can livewith
thefeesand would actually
welcome user feesif they were
dedicatedt o protecting more
scenicriversor park land, se-
curing accessand supporting
the accompanyinginfrastruc-
ture. | am not particularly con-
vincedthat a boycottisthe
right tactict o solve our prob-
lems. But | have honored the
boycott rules, supported the
protest, and urgeall of yout o
support theefforttoo— if for

_|_noother reasont han solidarity.

CAMPMOR

WATER SPORTS

OVER 50

1= _ CANOES AND KAYAKS _2
ON DISPLAY

timet o pay the piperfor these

Let meexplain.

Mog of the protestisthe
effort of the Three RiversPad-
dling Club and the Keystone
River Runners, Pittsburgharea
clubswhosemembersare
most dearly impacted by fees
and other park decisions. We
arefortunatethat they are put-
tingforththeincredible
amount of energyto protect
our mutual interests. | can not
emphasizeenoughthe impor-
tance of local grassroutesac-
tivismininfluencinglocal mat-
ters. Thedfars of Ohiopyle
State Park are 100% Pennsylva-
nian. Thechain of command
involvedin park decisionsis
answerablepurely to Pennsyl-
vaniavoters, particularly west-
em Pennsylvanian boaters, not
those of uswholivein D.C.
So,if wein D.C, Clevdand,
Philadel phiaor anywhereelse
wantt o seetoit that someone
stands up for our interestsat
Ohiopyle,if behoovesust 0
support the peoplewho can do
K9

All that these groupsar e
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LETTERS

asking of usisthe privilegenft
representing the paddling com-
munity inaunitedfront. Cli
che that may be, but thereis
strengthin numbers. Individu-
als do not count. Every time
oneof uscrossesthe picket
line, we underminetheir ef-
forts, and the park can bette
continuetoignorepaddlers.

A prominent member of i
distant canoeclub oncetold
methat there wasno interest
in political activismin that
club becausethewholereasam
they canoeisto get away from
al the problemsand conflicts
of thereal world. Unfortu-
nately, the real worldisin hog
pursuit. Thereare thosewho
wishto dam our rivers, de-
velop their banksand deny w;—
access.

Ironically, even parkscan
be hostileparties, when their
managerssee usnot asjust an-
other patron but asa head-
ache. Look at what hashap
pened at Harper's Ferry. Just
try to paddlethe spectacul ar
Gennessee Gorgein New
York’s L etchworth State Park.
Believeit or not, back inthe
'60s the Nationa Park Service
was proposingto deny boaters
accessto the Potomac.

SORRY, NO BUSSES

~ Dear Editor:

Let ustalk about the Yaugh
Feessomemore. | agreetha
two or three dollarsis not
worth complainingabout. |
also hateto seeriversoverrur,
wth people. OhiopyleState
Park providesworthwhilesey
vicesto boaters.

Stop. Last week | took my
firsttripto Ohiopyle. | was
looking forward to the token)
andthefees. Thecar ridewag
almostsix hours. Therewas
nobody at the put-in. Thetime
wasabout 5:45 pm. What wag
Ttodo?
| Paddle right?Thesign
i—says the bussesr un until 8:00
p.m. Greet! Let'spaddle. At
7:50 p.m. my partnerand | are
iat thetake-out. Not to worry,
we havemoney. Thedriver
will certainly take our money,
won’t he? Wesigned the clip-
board at the put-in. They will
give usaride.

Sorry, but no busses, no
trailers, nobody.

We did havesomeone wait-- |
ingat thelot at the top of the
hll. Too bad they could not
drive downto get us. (Editor's

Maybeyou just want to go out
and play. Fine. But, please, a
|east | et the activistsknow that
you appreciatetheir work on
¥OUr pehalf and don't sabofage
their efforts.

Thanks,
Ed Gertler

 Editor'sNote: Ed Gertler
ISaprominent river enthusi-
ast from Washington, D.C.,
who has authored several
comprehensive guidebooksto
therivers of the mid-Atlantic
states. When someoneasin-
sightful and experienced as
Ed affers anopinion, it really
behoovesusall tolisten! This
letter wasfirst published in
the CanoeCruisers newslet-
ter and isreprinted with his
permission,

note.. locked gate.) That isa
Tong hill. Thank you, Mr.
Ranger, wherever you were.

By God, thefollowing day |
o ke A e
sick. Doesthe park and the
Tiver belongto the peopleor
the rangersand the outfitters?
famsad.

1

Sincerely,
Thomeas Flipse
Fostoria, Ohio

Editor'sreply:

What isgoingon at
Ciopyle hasmadealot of us
=ad. Right now wedont
k70w who theriver belongs
ico, but we know that it
dammned sureisn't us.

You put on later than
most boaters, but still zad
penty o timeto get to the
ake-out. | would consider
ilsat laudable behavior, since

| Joice inthefact that theu

it reduced congestiononthe ~7

river. Onewould think that
the systerm would encourage
private boatersto do this. AG
legediy, reducing congestion
wasone o the principal
goals of the “reservation” fee
system.

Another goal o the sys-
temwasto monitor river us
age, ie. toenhanceriver
safety by keeping track of
folksontheriver and to
make sure that no one was
missing. Weall knew that

| thiswasaridiculousand

unwieldy idea, and your ex-
perience provesit.

You camea long way to
enjoy one o Pennsylvania's
top tourist attractions. To
pump ey into the de-
pressed Laurel Highlands
economy. Asa Pennsulvania

| dateresident, I'm sorry that

youdidn't have a better time.
Actually, youwerelucky. Re-

n

turn headsin any macho
backroad bar, | would rather
hear about Rapidus horriblis,

" | not Ursus horriblis. Big bad

| bearsareeasytofind (in
Alaska), but whereare the

“|” monster waterfallsand the

ClassVgranite boulder gar-
| dens! Hopefully, when the au-

~|” thorshave exhaustedthe

thrillsof float planesand shot-
gundugsthey will discover
'some whitewater. If not, well,
thereisawaysField and
Stream.
| submit my AWA member-
shipfeeaongwitharequest.
. Pleaseleavethe sensational-
[ ismfortheglossy adverzines; it
doesnot befit "the best semi-
professional whitewater mage-
zineintheworld".

Sincerely,
Gary Holton
Eugene, Oregon

TN :."-.I"- T i o

Y o a Eetkeal’

ALASKAN SECTION

PRAISED

" STICKTOTHE

ol Wad Mol ]

T et e e

Tothe Editor:

Inthe May/June issueyou
devoted 13 pagesto Alaska
whitewater, yet | found only a
few linesdescribingthe water.
For a moment, | thought | had
mistakenly picked up anissue
of Field and Stream. Though
some o the photosgave
glimpsesof enticing
whitewater, the text convinced
methat Alaskanswould rather
get theiradrenalinerushes
from bush planesand brown
bears. | am not convincedthat
thismagazineisthe proper fo-
nun to discussthelanding
abilities of Super Cubsand
206’s. Let's hear about the
whitewater, not the roostertail
behind thefloats! And though
a bear story would certainly
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avedwaysdreamedof ~

paddlingin Alaska(and other

exoticlocales). But, because
money istightand | havea

family,| know that | will prob-
T ably neverredly gettogo. I try

totell mysdf that riversareriv-
ers, waterfallsare waterfalls
and rapidsarerapids, bethey
herein Virginiaor far avay in
the Yukon. But your recent
sectionon Alaskareminded
methat | am missing a differ-
ent kind or river experience. It
wasgreat, keep up thegood
work.

Sincerely,
Jason Tolliver
Wytheville, Virginia
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The World'sBest FreestyleKayakers, C-1, Squirt
Boatersand Open Canoesare comingto the Ocoee
for the competition.

Countriessuch asJapan, Germany, Gregt Britain
and Canadawill be sendingteamsto participatein
thi s competition.

Friday, October 15  Opening Ceremony
Saturday, October 16

10:00 am. Freestyle through a rapid: entrance
2:00 pm Preliminary:
Squirt at Torpedo
K-1 at HellsHole
7:00 pm Party at Ocoee Rafting
(dinner/music/raffle/auction)

Boats, bikes, plusall ki nds of gear
will gofor very low prices.
Sunday, October 17

Moreinformation or to volunteer contact:

Susan Wilson-Gentry
646 Deer Creek Trail
Hoschton, GA 30548

ml

~ collector'sitem. They're great for framingfor

Support the AmericaWhitewater Affiliation
and the 1993 World whitewater Rodeo by pur-
chasingone of these great full color posters.
The poster features onelarge photo with severa
[_smal ler inset photos depictingthe joysof

playboating. This poster issure to becomea

the officeor home. Order your's today by send-
-ing $6.00 plus$1.50 shipping/handling to:

American Whitewater Affiliation
¢/o Susan Wilson-Gentry

646 Deer Creek Trdl

Hoschton, GA 30548

11:00 am.  Fndsat HelsHole DAGEER PYRANHA: DISTRIBUTED
6:00 pm. Awards Ceremony S BY IMPEX
Al money earned goesto the AWA. DESIGNS
We need AWA membersin theareato volunteer to help with the Rodeo. MOHAWK m

NEW WAVE CENTER
PATAGONIA Wild-Water

PERCEPTION
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Affiliation announcesthe
1993 World Whitewater
| Rodeo POSTER!
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Box 272, Snyder Road Silver Spring, MD 20904
Susen ' i
55 Dem Trail West Sand Lake. NY 12196  Keith Morgan, Database Manager

2601 Tanglewood Drive
Durham. NC 27705

Hoschton. GA 30548

DoLpHIN DRY CINcH WATERPROOF BAGs
H,O Proor COMPRESSION STUFF SACKS
WaTERPROOF CAMERA BAGs

KAYAK STORAGE FLOTATION
ExTrasPORT PFD’s

KAYAK SPRAY SKIRTS

DRy STORAGE BAGs

MircHELL PADDLES

B ok FLoTATION
" Kavak FLOTATION

L o YaKima Racks

e Extraroom for the taller paddler.

e Comfort and response for the 120 to 220
pound paddler.

e Combines stability for the beginner with
performance for the expert.

In High 'r.__*:-' Py
aya -
'l.."-.(%}

CALL FOR FREE COLOR CATALOG OF
OVER 400 PADDLESPORT PRODUCTS.

~1-800-843-8985

P.O. BOX 207 - WAITSFIELD - VERMONT 05673

The Cﬁoice Is Easy

-

-"";'l_

® The hot playboat for the small to
medium sized paddler.

® Fasy to roll and
surfs like a dream.

il

WAVE Sports|

Write or call for a catalog

and your nearest dealer.

P.O. Box 5207

Steamboat Springs,CO 80477
(303) 879-4371
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1993: Our 29th year under the same ownership & management

Mohawk Canoes

Exceptional Value, Durability and Performance

Choose from 14 models in both fiberglass and Kevlar®/fiberglass composites, available in both solo
and tandem. Also choose from 14 models in Royalex® available in both solo and tandem.

Our Quality Shows

MOHAWK'S NEW VIPERS
WINNER 1892 OPEN CANOENATIONALS

Menis Short Boat Slalom Royalex Class.

Two high performance whitewater playboats that experts will
love, but forgiving enough for many novices to paddle. Extremely
dry, quick to accelerate, superb maneuverability and beautiful
styling. Steep creeks, big water, side-surfing, tight technical
rivers — THESE BOATSDO IT ALL

"My Viper 11 is really dry in big water, has greater control, better
acceleration and gets me into smaller eddies than any boat I've
ever paddled.”
— David “Psycho” Simpson (Steep Creek Pioneer)
"My Viper 11is the most agilepl_ayQO_at I'veeverpaddled.” |
= Jof Richarcts (Winner 1992 Ocoes Rodea) |

MOHAWK XL SERIES

tability...Dryness... Maneuverability.. .Surfing.. . Big-
Water Performance, yet fun on the small stuff. These are the
features that made Mohawk's XLs some of the most popular
user-friendly, playboats ever. Look to therivers like the Ocoee,

Nantahala, Yough, Gauley and Kennebec to attest to the popularity
of Mohawk's XL'’s.

Specs Length  Beam Dt Weight Price*
XL11 11'4" 29 15 49 LBS. $695
XL12 123" 32 15" 54 LBS. $695
XL13 133" 30 15%" 56 L.BS. $695
XL14 143" 32%" 15%" 60 LBS. $725
XL15 154" 35 15%" 65 LBS. $750
EDGE 14'4 28 15 53LBS. $79%5
VIPER12 126" 29 15%" 50 LBS. $725
VIPER11 116" 29 152" 47 LBS. $710

*Plus freight to your dealer.

THENOVA 16 AND 17

A Wildemess Tripper that's a Great Recreational Canoe

Fast and sleek, with advanced styling, the looks and performance
of these boats is outstanding. There is ample "flat area™ in front of
the bow paddler for comfortable kneeling, yet these canoes have
one of the sharpest entries of any Royalex boat. Detail lines
molded into the sides of the Nova, as on our XL series, give a
striking appearance never before achieved in a Royalex canoe.
Add our newly styled cane seats and deeply contoured carrying
yoke. They have a plastic finish with the look of hand-rubbed oil.
From wilderness tripping to close to home recreational use,
Mohawk's Novas are the right choice.

NOVA 16 17
BEAMIGUNWALE............... K7 L 34"
WATERLINE ...ovvveeennnnes. 33%"....... A"
APPROX.WEIGHT . ...vvvvvn.. .. 66LBS...... 69 LBS.
BOWHEIGHT.. «.oeveeevan... 21" . 21"
STERNHEIGHT ... veeeen.. 20.. .ounnn. 20
MAXBEAM . ..ooveeiaeninnn. 35 ..., F
CENTERDEPTH ...oevveenn.. WA ... 1434”
LISTPRICE* .....veieennnn.. $799.. ...... $850

*Plus freight to your dealer.

OUTHITTING
¢ Thigh Straps ¢ Lacing Kits
¢ Saddles ® Knee Pads
% SOLD SEPARATELY *
* INKIT FORM *
or
FACTORY INSTALLEDIN
MOHAWK WHITEWATER

PLAYBOATS

RECREATIONAL CANOES

f whitewater canoeing is not your game, we still have a canoe for you. With over 25 designs, you can pick the
Mohawk canoe to fit your needs. If you need a canoe built of fiberglass, Kevlar®glass composites, or Royalex® for
solo or tandem, whitewater, cruising, or tripping, Mohawk has the canoe for you.

While building over 90,000 canoes since 1964, we have been industry leaders in combininginnovative designsand
construction with unequalled pricing. In 1993, the advantages of Mohawk are clearer than ever with lightweight Kevlar®
glass composite layups and striking new trim that give a rich appearance to every one of our reasonably priced canoes.
Our most popular canoe, the 16' fiberglass Blazer, has a suggested list price of only $439 plus freight.

Mohauwk Caroes

- 963 N. Hwy. 427, LONGWOOD, FL 32750, (407) 834-3233, Fax (407) 834-0292
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P.O. Box 45
_Twin lokes, CO 81251 L o

' Phone/FAX (719) 484-1295
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The American
Whitewater
tion

tionabout whitewater rivers, boating
safety, technique, and equi pment.

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains
acompletenational inventory o
whitewater rivers, monitorsthreatsto
L. thoserivers, publishesinformationon
Qur misson isto conserve . river conservation, providestechnical

America'swhitewater resources | advicetoloca groups, workswith

government agencies, and —when
an;:itoeqhancrz]eopportunltlesto | necessary — takeslegal actionto pre-
safely enjoy them. vent river abuse.

The American Whitewater
Affiliation (AWA) isa national
organization with a membership
of over 3000 individual
whitewater boating enthusiasts
and maret han 100 local
paddling dub affiliates.

| EVENTS: AWA organizessporting

| events, contestsand festivalsto raise
fundsfor river conservation, including
the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeoin Ten-
nesseeand the annual Gauley River
Festival in Wegt Virginia, thelargest
gatheringof whitewater boatersin the
nation.

EDUCATION: Through publica
tion of the magazine, American

SAFETY: AWA promotespaddling |
| sdfety, publishesreportson
| whitewater accidents, and maintains

| AWA providesinformationand educa:

~both a uniform national rankingsys-
tem for whitewater rivers(the Interna
tional Scaled Whitewater Difficulty)
aswdl asan internationally recog-
nized whitewater saf ety code.

RIVER ACCESS: To assurepublic
accessto whitewater riversAWA ar-
rangesfor river accessthrough private
landsby negotiation or purchase,
seeksto protect theright of public
passageonadl riversand streamsnavi-
gable by kayak or canoe, and resists
unjustified restrictionson government-
managed whitewater rivers.

AWA wasincorporated under Mis-
souri non-profit corporationlawsin
1961 and maintainsitsprincipa mail-
ing addressat PO Box 85, Phoenicia,
T NY 12464. Thephonenumberis914
683-5569. AWA istax exempt under
section501(c)(3) o theInterna Rev-
| enue Coce.

Whitewater,and by other means, the

RIVERSPORT

“School of Paddllna

213 YoughSt., ConfluencePA 15424

Fully stocked outdoor store featuringproducts
from Patagonia, Perception, Dagger, Prijan,
Teva, Ace, Kokatatand Rapidstyle

Highly acclaimedPaddling Schoolwithspecial
Kid'sPrograms and Slalom Clinics

VISIT OURBOOTHAT GAULEY FEST‘

SERIOUS EQUIPMENT
FOR SERIOUS PADDLERS

# FULL LINE OF GEAR FOR
CANCES = KATAKS
RAPIDS = LAKES » DCEANS

Featuring quolity products from
Perception, Aquaterro, Extrasport,
Voyogeurs, Pacific Woter Sports, Blue
Pumo, Body Glove, Werner and more.

Write for our FREE Cotolog of River Gear.
Declers: Ask obout our Rescue Bogs,
Sproyskirts, and Pogies.

WILDWATER DESIGNS

230PENLLYNPIKE, PENLLYN. PA 19422

215-646-5034
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AWA CONSERVATION
PROGRAM MOVES TO
NEW OFFICE

After spending over ayear
at the American Riversoffice
in Washington DC, the AWA
Conservation Office has
movedto thesuburbs! Thi s
new location, whilestill close
to Capital Hill and other river
organizations,offersalarger
space, lesstravel time, and in-
creased technical resources.

Theofficeisshared with
the River Federation,a na
tional organizationworking
with state river managers,
Hoffman/Williams, a consult-
ing group working on water-
shed management and other
river issues, and World Waters,
working on riversin Eastern
Europeand Russia Thenew
addressis

Amaican Whitewater Affiligion
Conservation Rragam Office
8630 Fenton Sregt, QLite A0
Siver Sing, MD 20910

Frore: (301) 580945
Fax  (300) 50621

1

AWA INVESTIGATESPOTENTIAL WHITEWATER
RESOURCESACROSSTHE NATION

| What do you do when you r un out of rivers?

Accordingto AWA Conser-
vation Director Rich Bowers,
you find new ones! After a
century of dam construction,
locking away hidden canyons
with accessrestrictions, and
bypassing wholesectionsdf ri-
verbeds, new outlookson the
valued recreation, aesthetics
and biodiversity of riversis
making thisboth possibleand
productive.

No longer should we be sat-
isfied with maintainingthe sta-
tus quo on our declining
whitewater rivers. We now
haveavery real opportunity to
actualy"win" back rivers
which have been lost and for-

| gotten, insome casesfor over

80 years.

For riverswhich havebeen
developed for hydroelectricity,
the opportunitiesare even
greater. It seemsthat power
producersareattracted to the
same rlversasare whltewater [

boaters. Thegreater the gradi-
ent the better; let'slook for
those 200 foot per mile head-
water creeksand fast water.

The AWA has been doing
exactly that. And somereal
prizesareout therejust wait-
ingto be restored. Some have
never beenr un, some have
beenrun only inflood, after
dark, or after climbing over
fences.

For thelast year AWA staff
and regiond directorshavere-
searched, investigated,and
hel ped conduct whitewater
studieson Moxie Stream (ME),
Pemigewasset(NH), Deerfield
(VT-MA), Tallulah Gorge (GA),

| PiersGorgeon the Menominee

(MI), Nisqually and Nooksack
(WA), New (VA), Raquetie;
Black and Beaver Rivers(NY),
Niangua(MO), and the
Mokelumne (CA).

Each of theserepresentsre-
stored recreational river re-

AWA REPRESENTS NATIONAL RIVER INTERESTS

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
(FERC ) ROUNDTABLE

OnJune17,1993,Rich
Bowers, Conservation Director
of the AWA, dong with Ameri-
can Riversand Trout Unlim-
ited, represented a coalition of
over 30 river interests across
thenationin discussingthefu-
tured hydroelectric dam
relicensing.

Thismeeting wasthe first
timethat FERC hasever con-
vened a publicdiscussionof
thiskind. The needfor thiswas
brought about by the 157
relicensing applicationgaf -
fectingover 100 rivers) up for
renewal in 1993. Accordingto
Chairwoman Elizabeth A.
Moler "It isan unprecedented
situationin our history. | am
hoping... to truly... balance
competing concernsand to
protectthe publicinterest."

Inadditionto these three
conservation/recreation orga-

nizations, the Roundtable was
composed of representativesd
select Federa and State Agen
cies, Native Indian Rights
groups, hydropower devel opers,
and each of thefour newly
elected FERC Commissioners,
including Chairwvoman Moler.
During this Roundtable, con-
servation/recreation representa
tivesoutlinedthecritical issues
needed to restorethe health and
used our river systems, and
highlightedthe adverseaffects
of hydro development on these
rivers."...right now, inthe
relicensings, the projectsneed
to beaccountableto a new envi-
ronmental and recreational
awareness' said Rich Bowers,
these relicensesprovide an “op-
portunity to reflect and redefine
the modem publicvision of
what our river valuesare right

now.".

sources. AWA isworkingto
guaranteeannual recreational
flowsma these areas, perma
nent access, and a better pad-
dlingenvironmentfor boaters.
Some represent beginner runs
such asNiangua and New Riv-
ers, somelikethe Nooksack
and the Colton bypassonthe
Raquette are cutting edge
ClassV+. All are whitewater.

And the AWA has been dog-
gedly successful with eachin-
volvement. Sometimesthe re-
sults are dramatic (32 summer
releaseson the Dearfield),
sometimessubtle(loca good
will on the Tdlulah), and many
timesfrustrating. But we keep
inchingtowardsthat ultimate
god ...morerivers..more
whitewater ...morewilderness
...better environment. Andin
theend, boaterswin - moreriv-
erstoplay on! And, if wecan
better the water quality,
biodiversity, and useand rec-
ognition of river values,so
much the better! B

Discussion topicsduringthisdl day meetingincluded:
Thefact that the Federal Power Act only leased

theright to useriversfor power. Theseleasesare
now up, and the public must reconsider the best
used their river resources.

Theright and extent o state agenciesto de-
terminethe best use o theriversin their state.

Theneedto

Bbetter includethe publicin future

proceedings

Baddress dam decommissioningand
remova responsibilitiesin 1992.

Baddress basin wideimpactsd damson
our river systems (of the river basins
affected by the 1993 relicensings, 28
river basins contain six or more

projects).

better folow the National Environmen-

tal Policy Act

[guarantee public accessto out rivers.
fhold additional meetingsd this kind.
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OUR ENTIRE LINE OF
WHITE WATER GEAR

DEMONSTRATES OUR
COMMITMENTTO
QUALITY AND

INNOVATION!

( Come see us at the
| GAULEY FESTIVAL

Yenssen Pams Riverside Manufacturing At The e '
Fenseen Pams Upper Yough Take-Out, Friendsville, MD Sliinsy
Phone (301) 746-5389
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CONSERVATION

Tatshenshini River Saved!

Thedevelopment of the controversial Windy Craggy cop-
per mine, which had threatened the Tatshenshini River, has
been halted by the announcementthat government of British
Columbiawvill establisha wildernessreservein the northwest
sectiond the province. B.C. Premiere Michadl Harcourtan-
nouncedthat the company which owned the minera rightsand
had planned to open the minewould be compensated.

"Whilewe recognizethere will be economiccostsfromthis
decision, the benefitsto the globa environmentfromthi s
world wildernessreserveare unmatched," Harcourt said.

“This iswildernesson atruly grand scale, and it hasbeen
saved," celebrated Tom Cassidy, General Counsel for Ameri-
can Rivers. "Theonly other conservation victory comparable
tothi s one wasthe one stopping the damsin the Grand Canyon
inthe1960s"

Thenew provincia park will encompassthe 25 million
acrewatershed of the Alsek and Tatshenshini rivers,anarea
twotimesthesizeof the Grand Canyon. The park will adjoin
exigting parksin Alaskaand the Y ukon; the total protected
areawill be 21 millionacres.

Environmentalistsand river conservationistshad argued
that the run off from the mine would have had devastating con-
sequencesto the massivewatersheds. It had been projected
that the minewould have produced 1 percent of theworld's
copper duringthe next 25 years. It would have beenthe
hemisphere's largest open pit copper and gold mine.

Political reactionto the decision to block the mineand cre-
ate the park was predictably mixed.

Vice President Al Gore complimented Harcourt for acting
"boldly and with foresight to protect and preservethe natural
heritagedf one of theworld's most important rivers." He had
earlier termed the proposed mine " an environmental nightmare
waitingto happen,”

But AlaskaGovernor Walter Hickel wasquoted in the
Washington Post aslamenting the decisionand the"lossof
tremendous potential economicvaue.”

And Wayne Spilsbury, a Canadianminingindustry repre-
sentative, reportedly told the Reuter newsagency that the deci-
sionwould cost the region 2500 constructionand mining jobs.

"A thousand peopleayear gointhere. Who arethey?
They're rich Americans”

WASHINGTON, DG

AWA/FOREST SERVICE MEETING HELD IN

Pope Barrowand Rich Bowersadf the AWA's Conservation
Programmet on June 15with Lyle Laverty, Director, and Dean
Lundeen and Randall Sheffield of the US Forest Service'sDivision
of Recresation, Cultural Resourcesand WildernessManagement.
Discussion centered around how to better represent non-com-
mercial boatersin USFS policiesand management plans, how to
assure privateaccessto riversunder USFSjurisdiction,and pos-
sibledevelopmentdf afuture AWA/Forest Service partnership

Missoula, MT 59807

Ogden, UT
630 Sansome Street

Portland, CR 972208

1720 Peachtree Road
Atlanta, GA 30367

San Francisco, CA 94111
| Reaion 6 Tom Nygren, Pacific Northwest Region - USFS
319 SN PineStreet, PO Box 3623

programtoimplement these concerns. Atthi s time Director
Laverty isreviewingthe AWA AccessPalicy.

To best improve communi cati onsbetween these two groups,
Dean Lundeen (USFS Wild & Scenic Program) recommendedthat
AWA regiond directors,and private boatersin general, contact
USFS Supervisor'sin their area At thistime, input on manage-
ment plans, access concerns,and priority land acquisitions
needed to assure river accesscould be discussed. Alisting of
USFSRegiond Planning Directorsfollows:

Region 1 JamesHagemeier, Northern Region- USFS
Federal Bldg., PO Box 7669

(406) 3293511

Region 2 David Anderson, Rocky Mtn. Region- USFS
11177 W. 8th Ave, PO Box 25127
L akewood, GO 80255

Region 3 Art Briggs, Southwest Region- Forest Service
Federal Bldg., 517 Gold Ave, SNV
Albuguerque, NV 87102

Region 4 John P. Buitt, Intermountain Region - Forest Service
Federal Bldg., 324 25th Street

(303) 2369427

(505) 8423292

(801) 6255605

| Reaion 5 Kathy Clement, Pacific Southwest Region - USFS

(505) 8423292

(503) 326-3625

Region 8 John Rich, Southern Region- Forest Service

(404) 347-4177

Region 9 Don Myer, Eastern Region - Forest Service

Last year Canadian Ric Carel esswas named the Percep-
tion, Inc. River Conservationist of the Year for hisrolein lead-
ing thefight to stop the mineand savethe Tatshenshini.(See

May/June issue of American Whitewater.)ll

310W. Wisconan Ave,, Room 500

Milwaukee, WI 53203 (414) 2913693
Region 10 Fred Norbury, AlaskaRegion - Forest Service

PO Box 21628

Juneau, AK 99802-1628 (907) 586-8336

I OMNIBUS WILD & SCENIC LEGISLATION FOR CALIFORNIA

Friendsdf the River (FOR)
have compiled alistingof 75
riversand streamsin California
which they are recommending
for inclusion in the upcoming
Wild & Scenic legidation. At
stakearesomed thewildest,
most ecologicaly and
recreationally significant, and
most threatenedriversin Cali-
fornialncludedinthislisting
areeech o the CdiforniaRiv-

_—

erslistedinthe AWA’s top
whitewater issuesdf 1993 (else-
whereinthi s journal) and many
o the 2517total whitewater
river milescontainedinthi s
state. Whitewater riverssuchas
theTrinity, Rubicon, and
Clavey areonly afew which
could be protected.

It lookslikelegidation
could beintroduced in the
House o Representativesas

early asthi s summer. Interested
boatersand clubsshould write
brief |ettersto Representative
Miller, Senator Feingteinand
Senator Boxer urgingthem to
includeyour wildest river or
streamin thisWild & Scenic
legidation. For those df you
who are natives, aletter to your
representativewould also help.
Representativeswith riverson
FOR’s lig include Dave Dreier,

AmericanWhitewater VSeptember/October 1993

John Doolittle, Vic Fazio, Elton
Gallegly, Dan Hamburg, Waly
Herger, Rick Lehman, Ron
Packard and Bill Thomeas.

For additional information
onwhichriversarelisted and
how to help, contact:

Steve Evans, FOR

(916) 4423155

or Susan Scheufele, AWA

(408) 459-7978.




Instruction are synonymous!
For over 20 years Ken has
devoted himselfto quality
instruction. He andthe
instructors at Endless River
Adventures have developed
unigue teaching approaches
that will quickly improve your
skills.

Endless River Adventures
is geared towards private

QUALITY KAYAK
INSTRUCTION
AND SPECIALTY

KAYAK TRIPS

WHATEVER YOUR
SKILL LEVEL,
WE WILL HELP

YOU REACH YOUR

r " e’ Boall &
i o E o
— : = e 2
e S _ e e {3:;
"Ken Kastorff is a patient,
K e n Kastorff and Kayak masterful teacher... there is

much to be gained by trusting
his guidance...”
OUTSIDE MAGAZINE

instruction. We help the
beginner paddler learn basic
skills and the experienced
paddler focus on advanced
techniques. There are no
limits. We help you define
your paddling needs and
focus on meeting your goals.

We offer specialty tripsin
Colorado, Costa Rica and
Chile. For the intermediate
through expert paddler this is
an opportunityto travelto
new, exciting rivers on the
paddling vacation of a life-
time.

Call, fax or write for more
informationon howto excel
at whitewater kayaking!

T W B e e e
RIVER

| ADVENTURES |

WITH KEN KAITORFF

PO Box 246, Bryson City, NC 28713 « Phone/fax: 7041488-6199

CLINCH RIVER
PADDLE CO.

CUSTOM
PADDLES
AND
HEPAIARS

— JEFF RICHARDS

Ocoee Redeo @ ~
Photo By
SANDY LOFTIS ;Ff-i e
- ﬁ
¥

HIGH PERFORMANCE1
DURABLE

2450 JONES ROAD
LENOIR CITY TN 37771
(615) 986-9387
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Left: AWA-Whitewater study
Moshier Bypass-Beaver River N.Y.

force power companiesto do whitewater
studiesat a number of outstandingsites,
the Tallulah Gorgein Georgia, the Pinein
Wisconsin, the Deerfieldin M assachusetts,
and several in New York State. Under an
interimplan already in effect for the
Deafidd, there are 20 whitewater rel eases
ths year!

Oneof the most excitingvictorieswas

the passagedf Congressman Tom Bevill's
bill to make Alabamds Little River Canyon
aNational Preserve.

An equaly excitingvictory wasthe new

Federal law requiring the removal of 2 ex-
isting hydropower dams (Gliies Canyon

and Elwha) on the Elwah River inthe

Olympic Peninsula Thisisagreat prece-
mq 1993 dent for other possibledam removals.
Probably the biggest hit fromthe 1992
top 40list wasthe defeat in Congressof
by Pope Barrow and R ch Bowers the Auburn Dam proposal which would

haveflooded out largesegmentsaf the
North and Middle Forksdf the American
and greatly damaged the scenic, ecologi-
cal, and recreational qualitiesdf theriver.

Each year AWA surveys regiond coordinatorsand

whitewater groupsaround the nationto identify thetop Thirty-onemilesof Sespe Creek in Cdli-
forniawasal so designated asa national
40 whitewater conservationand river accessissuesd wild and scenicriver.

Inthe midst of these sensational victo-

. . ries, therewereafew di intments.
theyear. Our picksfor 1993arelisted below. Statewidewild and scen?iﬁg‘;pa gnsare

— il stalled in WashingtonState and West
Virginiaand only afew rivershave been

L added to the Federa wild and scenicrivers
ooking back at the"oldies’ of 1992, systemsincelast year'stop 40 report.
therehave been some notable hits, some The National Energy Act wasmostly a
bombs, some1992 top 40sarestill onthe  hit. Themost sought after provision, the
chartsthisyear, and afew new issues State protected riverssection, wasyanked
havemoved upin priority. out of thebill at the last moment by pro-
First, the hits. AWA's aggressivefocus ~ hydro Senators, but the hydropower indus-
on hydropower relicensing hasbegunto try wastotally blown away initseffortsto
pay somedividends. Thisisaonce-in-a- insertlanguagein the bill to streamline

lifetime opportunity so AWA'’s staff and (i.e. short circuit) thelicensng of new hy-

volunteers have been jumping onit hard. drodams.

We have been successful in persuadingthe Hydropower devel opment continuesto
Federal Energy Regulatory Commissionto  beone of the major threatsto somedf our

American Whitewater v September/October 1%
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best whitewater r uns; the Klamethin Or-
egon, the North Fork of the Payetteand
the FallsRiver in Idaho, the Kern, Clavey,
and Mokelumnein Cdifornia, and in many
. other locations.

Internationally, there were hugevicto-
riesinvalvingriversin Canadaand Chile.
TheBiowasgiven areprievejust severa
monthsago when the courtsin Chileruled
that the Endesa Electric Company lacked
the water rights it neededto construct or
operate the Pangue Dam on the Bio.

Onthesameday astheBiovictory, the
Canadianauthoritiesdeclared the water-
shed of the Tatshenshini River to be off-
limitsto the proposed Windy Craggy mine.
Theminewould have severely damaged
the wildernessquality of this amazing wild
and beautiful river by dynamitingthetop
off Windy Craggy Mtn, creatingahuge -

open pit mine, storing 18,500 tonsof highly
acid wasterock each day ina4 1/2 mile
long reservoir, and earthen dam located on

- .
Siirer eek

But battleswith harmful hydropower : I

development continueon some of the best paddles for th e‘enth USIaSt

whitewater in the worldin CostaRica and _— . S

Kenya =ik i
Asin 1992, river access problemscon- B ne e Box 5, Briysgn - =45 [Fr -

tinueto plaguethe whitewater boating i I.ﬁ 5, ;ii;f e :‘;E : “ﬂ" weg-a040

"Pit
T
L

community. The rightsof noncommercial .
boatersto enjoy free- and fair - accessto
whitewater runs continuesto bethreat-
ened at numerouslocations, including
Letchworth Gorge (NY), the Y oughiogheny

(PA), the Kennebec (ME), the Mokelumne SerV| ng the
(CA), theriversof Georgia,and on count-

less Federal-and State-regul ated Western pad,d llng SpOl‘tS
streams. A potentialy troublesomeaccess since 1969
problem on the Upper Blackwaterin West
Virginiawasresol ved by boatersthrough

-

gﬂ'ﬁhg?lgggﬂl?;\'lvg gaﬁ%e Pa&';cg I]' gial& SHOGUN - The ultimatewhitewater play boat
county away at Valey FallsSiatePark in RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak

volvingthe Tygart. RAPID - Proven freestylewinner
_ Still made using tough cross-linked polyethylene construction
1. Kennebec, Maine

| ssue: Access o . Y
Current Status: The Central Maine Viking, Swift, Tango and Vagabond.
Power Company (CMP), which ownsthe

accessto the Kennebec River. began im- Our SEDA open and decked recreational canoesare highly
posing accessfeeson privateboatersand regarded by customersthroughout the nation and Canada.
2;?&%}:331129&,;& ?gvsf;sa;ﬁﬁgd o Our SEDA accessoriesinclude Coast Guard approved lifevests,
Slper day, but the amount to be chargedin top design wet suitsand acomprehensiveline of whitewater and

thefutureis totallyleft to the company's
discretion. Worried about the precedent,

flatwater gear.
AWA and local boaters continueto resist = =

thefee. In adisappointingruling, FERC en-
forcement personnel held that the

tpersonnel heldthatthe _ . .
e o s racom. || SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Coolidge Ave,, National City, CA 91950

pany to provide"free publicaccess’ tothe Tel: 6191336 2444

river. New strategiesarein theworks,
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however. Boaterswill besubmittinga
stockholdersproposal to bevoted on at
the next sharehol dersmeetingfor CMIP.
Addinginsult teinjury, CMP has begunto
draft their preliminary recreation plan for
theeventual relicensing o Harris Dam Sta
tion, thesite of the access problems. To
date, the company has refused to evenrec-
ognizedownstreamaccessasaconcernat
thisproject. ]

For more information, contact
TomChristopher (508-537-

4285)

2. West Branch Penobscot,
Maine

Issue: Rdicenaing of
hydropower project.

Current Status: Therelicensingof a pa-
per company hydro project which controls
flowsin Ripogenous Gorgeisa"Flagship"
relicensing case. Groupsd everyilk arein-
volved, fromthe AWA to the National Park
Service, New England Flow, the Conserva-
tion Lawv Foundation,and the Appaachian
Mountain Club. Whitewater flowsin the
Gorgeseem secure at the moment, and
most of the groupsinvolved arelooking to
achieve much morefromtherelicensingof
thisproject, includingflowsin other
whitewater reachesimpacted by the
project (likethe Back Channel and the

[ Dryway). Protectionof streamsidelands

and scenic easementson thousandsof
acresd forest landsowned by the paper
company elsewherein Maneisasoat is
sue. Thisisan ambitiouseffort whichisd-
ready outin front of the relicensingtidal
wave. Whatever happens, thiscasewill be
alandmarkin the relicensing processfor
years to come. As wego to press, prelimi-
nary settlementdiscussionsare beginning
among thevariouspartiesinvolved.

For mor e information, contact
Rich Bowersat AWA (801-589-

9455)

3. Moxie Stream, Maine

I ssue Rdicensing of
hydropower project.

Current Status: Moxie hasbeen de-
scribed asthe best classIVrunin Maine,
with at least 4 runnable classV rapidsand
an excitingtake out abovethe 80 foot drop
o MoxieFdls. Thewhitewaterisal ina2-
mile reach of the river downstream of the
dam which normally hasno runnable flow.
The AWA hasworked with local landown-
ers, agencies, conservationand fishingin-
terests,and vith the applicant (Central
Maine Power), and wassuccessful in
draftinga plan which would manage
Moxie asan environmental and recre-
ational area (including six weekends of
whitewater releases). At the last minute,

the applicant, faced with additional costs,
pulled the rug out from under thisplan.
Theapplicant isnow surrenderingitsli-
censeand thefate of Moxie Streamisstill
uncertain. _

For moreinformation, contact
Rich Bowers at AWA (301-589-

9455)

4. Dead River, Maine

| ssue Rdicensng of
hydropower project,

Current status: Central Maine Power's
current licensefor its Hagstaff Storage
Project expires December 31,1995. This
project controlstheflow for the 16 mile
whitewater section of the Dead toits
confluencewith the Kennebec. AWA has
participated in scoping sessionsand pro-
vided commentson the project, whichin-
cludeinproving access, an economicstudy
of recreationon the area, and drawdown
studies. Theproblemisthat the owneris
faced with re-managing itssummer draw-
down schedul e, which may affect recre-
ational releases. OMPisa sotoyingwith
surrenderingitslicense which could seri-
ously jeopardizerecreation.

For moreinformation, contact
Rich Bowers at AWA (301-589-

9455)
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5. Pemigewasset, New
Hampshire

| ssue: Rdicensing of
hydropower project.

Currentdatus. A codlitionof 16 recre-
ation groups, includingthe AWA and the
Merrimack Vdley Paddlers, haveinter-
vened in the Ayersidand Project. To date,
ageneral agreement with the owners, Pub-
licServiced N.H., has been reachedfor
improvementsincluding: better parking,
portagetrails, and access. However, aflow
schedulehasnot been agreed upon, and
thi s summer asurvey isbeing conducted
to determinethe economic valueof recre-
ationonthsriver. _

For moreinformution, contact
Rich Bowers at AWA (301-589-

9455)

6. Deerfield, Massachusetts

| ssue: Rdlicensng of
hydropower project.

Current Status: After many publicand
privatemeetingsand an extended period
d negotiation,an agreement hasbeen
reached between recreational/environ-
mental interests, led by New England
Fow (acodlition of al concernedgroups),
and the New England Power Company.
Theagreement will providefor flowsfor
recreational use and will establishafund,
which the company will pay into annually,
to be used for environmental mitigation
and scenicenhancement. Itisexpected
that FERC will includethisagreementina
new licenseto beissued to the power
company for three darnson the Deerfield.
Aninterimagreementisalready in effect;
boatersare requesting 32 weekend re-
leases per year. The National Canoeing
Championships were held on the Deerfield
inJuly, with theslalomand wildwater
eventsscheduled for Sept. 17-18-19.

For moreinformation, contact
TomChristopher (508-537-
4285)

7. Farmington, Connecticut

| ssue: Wild and Scenic

Currentdatus. A proposal by Con-
gresswoman Nancy Johnson would desig-
nate 14 milesof the West Branchand main
stem Farmington (CT) as Wild and Scenic.
Protected onthe main stemisthe section
from Goodwin Damin Hartford, tothe
New Hartford - Cantontown line. If estab-
lished, theriver would be managed under

auniquesystem of local coordinating
committeesrather than the National Park
Service.

For more information, contact
Rich Bowers (801-589-9455)

8. New York Rivers

| ssue: Relicensing of

hydropower projects.
Currentstatus: In thelast year, theu p
per management of the state's largest
hydrodevel oper(Niagara Mohawk) has
changed, and river interestsare increas-
ingly optimisticover their ability toim-
proveexisting conditions. The AWA has
continuedto work to improvewhitewater
rel eases, access, and scenicimprovements
at alargenumber of hydrosites owned by
NIMO and now engaged in relicensing.
Whitewater studies, requested by the
AWA, havetaken place onthe Beaver,
Black, and Raquette Rivers, and look to of-
fer scheduled rel easeson each of thesein
thefuture. The AWA isnow immersedin
negotiationsto protect and improve
whitewater rel easeson the Salmon River.
Thestatewideriver conservation organiza
tion, New York RiversUNITED, of which
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the AWA isafounding member, hasbeen
extremely successful in establishingitself
asaplayerin New York palitics, palicies,
and related issues. Besidesworking on
relicensingissues, thisgroup hasbeenin-
volved in settlementsto protect riparian
lands, and has begunto create astrong,
balanced codition of riverinterestsin
New York.

For mor e information, contact

Pete Skinner (518-585-7580)

9. Youghiogheny,
Pennsylvania

Issue: Access

Current Status: Likethe Genessee in
New York, the Lower Yough in Ohiopyle
State Park has becomea casestudy in
over-regulation. Thereare astronomical
finesnow in placefor running Ohiopyle
Fdlsand private boatersare continuously
persecutedand subjectedto a humiliating
tangle of feesand red tape by the State
Parksauthorities. Locd clubsconducted a
second"boat-in" on July 17 to highlight
thisproblem. The AWA isworking in Har-
risburgtotry to permanently endthi s situ-
ationthrough futurelegidation.
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For moreinformation, contact
Barry Toscano, AWA, or Tom
Irwin (4 12-676-4713)

10. Shenandoah

| ssuer Access

Current status. For yearsthe put-infor
thisriver has been plagued by break-ins,
theft, and vandalism. Recently the only
safeareawassold to anew owner and its
statusasaput-inisin question. Thestate
of Wes Virginiaisinterested in working
out asolutionif access can befound. The
number of accessibletake-outsare becom-
ing fewer and fewer also. Theadministra-
tor of the Harpers Ferry National Park
wantsonly "historical" rather than recre-
ational usesdf the park, and has banned
boating or tubing take-outs at the park. A
parking ot on river left at Knoxville, used
by fishermenand boaters, has beenlocked
by the National Park Service personnel on
the C&0 Candl. )
For moreinformation, contact

Rich Bowers (801-589-9455)

11. Rassell Fork, Virginia
and Kentucky

| ssue: Recreational flows

Current Status: InJune of last year the
U.S Amy Corpsdf Engineersreleaseda
Draft Environmental Assessment of pro-
posed operational changesto Flannagan
Resarvoir, and reducedflowsto theriver
inthe middled these studies. Sincethen
thedaysaf optimum whitewater rel eases
(1,000t0 1,500cfs.) for four weekendsin
October, have been replaced with only 860
cfs. Respondingto thisassessment, and to
the defectiveU.S Fish and Wildlifestudies
which recommendedonly 300 cfs,, the
AWA fileda Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) request, which has just recently
been responded to. The AWA i s continuing
to research bothflow and technical fishis
sues on the Russall Fork. Onthelocal
front, Congressman Rick Boucher (D-VA)
istrying to find funding for the Corpsto
undertake another study.
For more information, contact

Steve Taylor (301-587-1204)

12. Tygant, West Virginia

| ssue: Access

Current Status. The supervisor of Vdley
FallsState Park haswarned kayakersthat
boating through the State Park on the Vd-
ley Fallssection of the Tygart will no
longer be permitted. AWA and the West

VirginiaRivers Coditionare planning to
open negotiationswith the supervisorand
with other officidsin Wegt VirginiaState
government to resolvethe dispute.

For mor e information, contact
Rich Bowers at AWA (301-589-

9455)

13. Gauley and New Rivers,
West Virginia

| ssue: Expansion of National
River and Recreation Area.
Possible hydro development at

Gauley Dam

Current Status. The House of Repre-
sentativesheld hearingsand passed a bill
sponsored by NICK RAHALL of West Vir-
giniato expand the GAULEY RIVER Na
tional Recresation Areaand the NEWV
RIVER Gorge Nationd River by morethan
12,000acres. Mos of theland, 8,819acres,
would be added to the Gauley NRA. The
Statepark at Carnifax Ferry wouldalso be
included. Pipestem State Park would be
added to the New River Nationa River.
The possibility of hydroel ectricpower de-
velopment at the base of the Summersville
Damisdtill diveathough any hydro plant
built at that |ocationwill haveto comply
with very stringent termsand conditions
to protect the recreational usage of the
river. The put-infor privateboaters, as
wdl asfor commercia boaters, may have
to be moved dightly and improved and the
astoundingsight of water pouringforth
from thetubeswould disappearforever,
but otherwisethe river would remain the
same. One provisionin the Rahall bill,

boaters. The provisonwould requirethe
Park Serviceto provide privateboater ac-
cessat Woods Ferry (river right) and pro-
hibit the Park Servicefrom buying any
landsin the Gorgefor any purpose until
that accessland has been purchased.

14. Red River, Kentucky

I ssue: Wild and Scenic

Current status. Senator McConnell of
Kentucky recently introduced bill S. 250to
protect 194 milesof the Red River, down-
streamdf highway 746, under the Nationa

offersClassII-III rapidsin astate with
only 510 total whitewater miles, none of
which are permanently protected.

For mor e information, contact
Rich Bowers at AWA (301-589-
9455)

however, has been vigoroudy opposed by -

15. Pigeon River, North
Carolina

[ssue: Hydropowe rdicenang
Current status: North CarolinaPower
and Light holdsaccessrightsto the put-in
for thiswhitewater sectiononthe North
Carolina - Tennesseeborder. The Federa
Energy Regulatory Commission has not
made afina rulingonthetermsadf anew
icense, but preliminary rumorslist three
days of releasesper year. For yearsthe B-
geon has been an untapped whitewater re-
sourcedueto hydro projectsand water
suality problems. )
For mor e infor mation, contact
Dave Brown (615) 524-4814.

16. Clear Creek, Tennessee

[ssue: Water supply reservoir
Current status: The Farmers Home Ad-
ministration i Slooking to loanand grant
he Catoosa Utility Digtrict $3,370,000to
J{am Clear Creek aboveits National Wid
and Scenic area Thedamwould removea
ninimum of 1.5million gallonsa day of
water from the river and constructionof
‘he reservoir would degradewater quality
n the entiredownstream reach. Besides
an outstanding wildernessarea, Clear
Creek offersof the state'sfinest fishing
and whitewater boating streams. There
1as been no public participation.
For moreinformation, contact

Rich Bowers (301-589=9455)

' 17. North Ghickamauga
' Creek, Tennessee

_Issue Protected status

Current status: This12 mile ClassIVV
| creek hascome under protectionfrom
"Bowater Ine.’s "' Pocket Wilderness' Pro-
[“gram. AWA, The Conservation Fund and
| other interestsare working to gain perma-
[ "nent protectionfor the entirewatershed
["Which offersoutstanding hiking, boating,
{"climbing, and wildernessjust outsidecf
| Chattanooga
i For moreinformation, contact
""Ron Stewart (615-756-3170)

Wild and Scenic RiversBill. The Red River |

' 18. Tallulah, Georgia

~lssue: Hydropower relicensing
Current Status: Talulah Canyon below

| the GeorgiaPower Company's Tallulah

| FalsPower Project isan incredibleplace.
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Baefore the progect wns bunlt, it was the
il Pl Seeinlc atiroiiom in narth
Georgialnadditionto thescenic beauty,
thisgorgehas2 milesdf classIV
whitewaterwhich isbypassed by the
projectdiversion. Ther unincludes15to
50foot (Oceana) runnable waterfalls,and
beginsat the base of 96 foot Hurricane
Falls. AWA persuaded FERC to conducta
fantastically successful whitewater study
o the Tallulah earlierthi s year andisnow

making for whitewater flows in Uthis section
as a condstion of relicensing the Dt
{See Tallullah arficle elsewhere ini the
Journal)

For mimme information, contact
Rich Bowers (301-589-9455)

19. Armuchee Creek,

wosk-end paddiing. Step ino the light welgil world of
Miibrook Boats, with over 20 canoe designa io choose from
W hirve something for evenyonsl

Esch canod i cusom made. Al modeds are mace of Kinianpraphle construciion.
Prices rings from ST00-3200. Cal or write for & catalogis. They ane FREE!

John Kazimierczyk, Millbrook Boats
49 Lufkin Road, Weare, NH 03281 (603) 529-3919

...::lﬂir-..

WHITEWATER PADDLERS : THIS NIMBLE INFLATABLE
CANOE WILL BLAST YOU THROUGH CLASS IV, CATCH

EDDIES, I-IIAfI}IDLElLOWER FLOWS...
nfia
RUGGED HYPALON SELF-BAIL CONSTRUCTION

Perfect for Day Trips /ldeal for Wilderness Runs
Tracks Great in Flatwater, Lakes and Ponds
LIGHTWEIGHT & PORTABLE - SMALL BUNDLE FITS

CAR TRUNK, PICK-UP, 4X4, CAMPER, RV, AIRPLANE

All you need to be... Somewhere On A River
LL180028080 R

INFLATARBLES

507 N. 13th St. #409, St Louis, MO 63103

PHONE:314-436-0016

FAX:314-436-2332

Georgia

Issue River access problems
Current Status: A legal caseto deny
recreational accesswas brought by ariver-
sidelandowner against kayakersand ca-
noeistswho allegedly behaved badly on
streamsidelands. The State Supreme
Court hasaready upheld alower court
opinionthat Armuchee Creekis
nonnavigable and can thereforebe closed
to recreational boating by landowners.
Thisdecision suggeststhat no whitewater
river in Georgiawould be consideredle-
galy opento recreational boating. Ajury
trial wasscheduled for August 9th, but the
opposinglawyer wasattempting to only
seek a hearing with the Judge that ruled
against boaters before. The GeorgiaCa
noeing Associationhas hired Attorney
Bobby Lee Cook to work on thisjury trid.
The bottomline: Georgiahastheworst ac-
cesssituationinthe nationso far asriver
runnersare concerned. Update: Just after
theJuly 4the holiday, a Superior Court
Judgeruled that the GA.DNR had nolegal
jurisdictionto close 14 mile of
I chauwaynotchaway Creek.
For moreinformation, contact

Andy Warshaw (404-373-6683)

20. Coosa, Alabama

| ssue: Hydropower relicensing
Current status: For 10yearsboatingin-
terestshave been attemptingto secure
boating rel easeson the Coosariver in the
Jordan Damtailwater. Duringthi stime
AlabamaPower Company has been doing
everything possibleto skirt the question.
Their most recent attempt wasto usea
fishery consultant,and a Sport Fishing
Survey to developa whitewater feasibility
study. From the preliminary work the
AWA hasdone, thisstudy does not do jus-
ticeevento sport fishing interests.
For mor e information, contact:

Rich Bowers (301-589-9455)

21. Pacquare-Reventaton,
Costa Rica, Bio, Chile

| ssue: Hydropower

Current status: An environmentalim-
pact statement will be begunin December
for the Pacquare. Thusfar, boatershave
had littleinfluenceover the proposeddam
plansand the feasibility studiesnow being
carried out involvealmost no publicinpuit.
However, financing has not yet been ap-
proved and river conservationistsbeieve
that the project may beintrouble. For the

American Whitewater V September/October 1993



North
American
River
Runners
Inc.

COME SEE US AT OUR GAULEY FEST BOOTH

-PERCEPTION KAYAKS -PATAGONIA
-EXTRASPORT -KOKOTAT
-STOHLQUIST -USED KAYAK SCHOOL EQUIPMENT

SPECIAL GAULEY FEST PRICES!

HEY PADDLERSI!!!
CALL US FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT:

-KAYAK GUIDE SERVICE ON THE GAULEY RIVER
-KAYAK, C-1, OPEN BOAT INSTRUCTION
-RAFT-SUPPORTED KAYAK OVERNIGHTS ON THE GAULEY

1-800-950-2585

North American River Runners Outfitters Shop is located on US Rt 60
1/4 mile west of US Rt 19 in Hico, WV
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Reventazon, the dl-powerful CostaRican
utility, Instituto CostaRicense de
Electricidad (ICE) hasjoined forced with
oneof CostaRica’s most powerful fami-
lies, the Rojasfamily, to build avery de-
structivedam and diversionon
Reventazon. The project would take water
around the best 12 milesdf whitewater in
CostaRica and divertflowsintothe
Pacaure. All of thisisbeing built withinan
areawithahighlevel of seismicactivity.
Theprojectisbeing financed by the Rojas
family which owns most of the land along
the Reventazon. They are aready building
a huge hotel which iscoincidentallyjust
abovetheleved wherethelake will be. In
Chile, thefabulousBio river hasgained a
reprieve, and river interestshopethiswill
be permanent (see Top 40 opening para
&raph)- . .

or mor e information, contact:

River Conservation
International (202-463-4378)

22. Rio Grande, New Mexico

| ssue: Wild and Scenic

Current status: New Mexico Senator
Jeff Bingaman has proposed|egidation to
designate 12 headwater milesof the Rio
Grande as Wild and Scenic. SenateBill 375
would offer protection just downstream of
the currently protected Wid and Scenic
Rio Grande.
For more information, contact:
Rich Bowers (301-589-9455)

23. Animas, Colorado

|ssue: Possibleirrigation
diverson

Current Status: The proposed $640 miil-
lion Animas L a Plata Project would divert
water fromthe Animas near Durango into
the LaPlata to provide agricultural water
tofarmerssouth of Durangoand for the
Ute Indian Reservation. A groundbreaking
ceremony wasrecently held although
fundingfor the project isnot yet available
and thewhole project istemporarily
jammed up by alawsuit brought by the S-
erraClub Legd Defense Fund to require
the Bureau of Wrecklamation to study the
effectson fisheriesin the San Juan River.
For mor e information, contact
Bill Baker (303-972-8437)

24. Arkansas, Colorado

| ssue: Almost everything.

Current Status: With morethan 190,000
commercia passengersand an additional
18,000 privateboatersfloating the Arkan-

sasevery year, the Arkansasisnot only
themost popular whitewater runinthe na
tion, but one of the most troubled. Com-
mercial use hasbeengrowing at 18%per
year in recent years. With so many river
users, the management plan must now be
supplemented to all ocateoutfitter user
days. Privateboatersareindirectly &f-
fected sincethe systemfor commercia
boaterswill one-day beregulated. There
areother problems. Severa dam propos-
ds(City of ColoradoSpringsand Aurora)
arepending,awild and scenicstudy isun-
derway and local boatersare working to
improveprivate boater access. Nothingin
the State river management plan prevents
dam constructionand the city of Colorado
Springs has proposed 2 different dams
(the Mount Princeton and Elephant Rock
dams) above BuenaViga, each of which
would divert up to 1/3 of theriver. The
BLM wild and scenicstudy ignored thein-
credibly scenic Royd Gorgesection.

For moreinformation, contact

Ric Alesch (303-985-8620)

25. Stanislaus, Main Stem
and North Fork, California

Issue Water
project and
possible
hydropower
project

Current Status:
Irrigation districts
in the San Joaquin
Vdley have plans
todivert water
from.the Man
Stemofthe
Stanidausjust up-
stream of the
Goodwin Dam run,
whichincludesMr.
ToadsWild Ride, a
classlv-v run.
They haveaready
invested over
$70,000,000in a.ca-
nal and tunnel to
takethewater,
speculating that
thediversionwiill
receiveregulatory
approval. The
whitewater charac-
ter of thisrun
would be dramati-
caly alteredif
these plansgofor-
ward. The

Calaveras Co. Water Districtand Northern

I Cd. Power Agency haveappliedfor pre-

liminary permitsto build the Ramsey-

| French Meadowshydro projectwhich
would eliminatethe BoardsCrossing Run

| ontheN.Fork of the Stan. Thi s project re-
dly hasconservationistsworried since, at
an estimated 4 cents per kilowatt hour,
thiswould be the cheapest big hydro
project builtin Caiforniain recent years.
The U.S Forest Service hasrecommended
the affected sectionfor Federal wild and
scenic designation, but the agency isun-
der alot of political pressureto reverseits
decision.
For moreinformation, contact
Steve Evans(916-442-3155)

26. Kern, California

| ssue Hydropower relicensing;

access.

Current Status: Onerelicensing caseis
now pending before FERC with 3others
duein 1996. Theminimum streamflow in
the Kermnisnow 0 cfsin winter and sum-
mer flowsfor whitewater are not what
they could be. Itisclear that changesin

Everyone Deservesa Taste of

Southern
Fried

Creekin’

Thisvideo is45 minutesof extreme paddling
on some of the South's most outr ageous creeks
and rivers. Featuresthe Tellico, Watauga,
Overflow Creek,the Whitewater, the Toxaway,
and forbidden Mystery Cresk. Paddler sinclude
Dave'Psycho' Simpson, Nolan Whitesell, Forrest:
Callaway, Russ Kullmar, and Kent Wigington.
Thevideo climaxeswith first descentsof Triple
Fal | s and 50-f oot Coon Bog Falls on Mystery
Creek Muscand narration add to your enjoy-
ment of the unbelievableaction!

Send $26.95 plus $3.00 shipping/handling to:

@Gnt ry Video Productions
646 Deer Creek Trail
Hoschton, GA 30548

(706) 654-2725
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power plant operationsto providemini-
mum streamflows, together with episodic
rel easesfor recreation, wouldimprove

thi s river's ecosystem and recreational po-

tential . Meanwhile, on the wild and scenic |

sectiondf theriver anew Forest Service
management plan hasrai sed commercial
limits from 125 passengersto 180 per day.
That plan also establishednew private
and commercid limitsfor the North Fork
of the Ken. Theplanincreasesprivate
and commercia per day levelsfrom 15
boaterseach to 18 each. Permitsarefirst
comefirst served. _

For moreinformati on, contact

Rich Bowers (301-589-9455)

21, Clavey; California

| ssue: hydropower proposal;
possiblewild and scenic.

Current status: The Clavey, isascenic
classVVwhitewater r un and thelongest
free-flowingstream still remaininginthe
SierraNevadamountains. The Forest Ser-
vicehasrefused togrant wild and scenic
status daming prohibitivecosts of man-
agingsuch aremotewildernessriver. The
Turlock Irrigation District hasapplied to
build a423foot highdam and reservoir,
drowning28 milesand a| but eiminating
theflow in the remaining 19 miles below
the dam. TID hasal so proposeda 105foot
dam and powerhousejust upstreamof the
Clavey'sconfluencewith the Wid and
Scenicsectionof the Tuolurane, three
smaller diversionson tributaries, two
milesdf pipdine, 11 miles of tunnel,and
milesdf transmission linesand roads.
For mor e information, contact

Susan Sheufele (408-459-7978)

28. Mokelumne, California

| ssues. Proposad hydropower
proects accessredrictions,
water projects.

Current Status: Amador County'sli-
censeapplicationbefore FERC to build
the DevilsNose Damisdill pendingand a
preliminary permit hasbeen obtainedto
investigateconstructionof aMiddle Bar
Dam. Both damsare environmental night-
mares. The Middle Bar dam would wreck
a 25 mileclassIIHII whitewater section
just downstream of the Electrarun (and
possibly the Electra Run aswdll) while
the Devil'sNose project would ruina
classII-V segment. Meanwhilethe shore-
linedf theMiddle Bar r un remainsclosed
toall recreation dueto restrictionshy the
East Bay Municipal UtilitiesDistrict
(EMUD). Thisisa navigable waterway

| and theshorelineissubject to FERC au-

‘hority. EMUD isreluctantto let boating
zet aserousfootholdonthisrun since
they want to raisethe Pardee Dam to
bring morewater to Oakland. Thiswould
completely flood out the Middle Bar run.
The AWA will be participatingin
whitewater studi esthissummer on the

I Mokdumne, in order to gaugethe eco-

nomic benefi_tsof recrea‘gi ononthisarea
For moreinformation, contact

Susan Sheufele (408-459-7978)

29. Sixth Water, Utah

| Issue: Irrigation diversion

Current status: Terminal - Origindly
created by piping water 3.5 milesfromthe
Strawberry Reservoir toirrigate the Span-
ish Fork region, a Central Utah Project has
built an alternate transport pipewhich will
bypassthe uppersix miles, but leavein-
tact thelower three miles. Project con-
structionhasstarted.

For moreinformation, contact

Mark White (801-582-3445)

30. Meadow Creek, Idaho

Issue Wildernessdesignation
Current status. congressman Larry
LaRocco hasproposed the |daho Wilder-
nessBill (HR 1570) which will protect cer-
tain critical landsaswildernessor special
management aress. Unfortunately, Gover-
nor Andras; remainingtrueto pledges
madeduring the 1980’s, opposeswilder-
ness designation for the Meadow Creek
drainage. Meadow Creek isa38 mile,
Class VI steep creek (average drop 161
foot per mile, two milesat 240 fpm.) which
flowsinto the Sdway just above Selway
Falls. Meadow Creek offerstrue wilder-
nessqualitiesand continuouswhitewater.
If exempted from protection,thisareais
primefor exploitation by timber interests.
For moreinformation, contact

Rich Bowers (301-589-9455)

31. Clearwater, Idaho
| ssue: Wild and Scenic

Current status: 20 wild and scenicsuit-
ability studieshavejust commencedin the
Nez Pierceand Clearwater National For-
ests. Whitewater riverswhich could ben-
efitfromthi s include: South, North and
LittleNorth Fork Clearwater, WhiteSand
Creek, Brushy Fork, the Bear Creek drain-
age, and both Mooseand Meadow Creeks.
For moreinformation, contact

Wendy Wilson (208-343-7481)

32. Payette, Idaho

Issue Wild and Scenic,
hydr odeve opment

Current status. CongressmanLarry
LaRocco hasofferedlegidation(HR 233)
to protect 25 milesof the N. Fork Payette,
Cabarton Bridgeto Banks, under Wid and
Scenic designation. To support this, write:
Chairman Bruce Vento, Sub-Committeeon
Natural Resources, US House of Represen-
tatives, 812 House Annex 1, US Capitol,
Washington, DC, 20515. On the South
Fork, the Federa Energy Regulatory Com-
missiondenied the petition of Inter Moun-
tain Power Corp. to rehear the application
for the 3.1 megawatt Oxbow project. T s
denia savesthe proposed dewatered, one
milestretch of canyon.

For moreinformation, contact

Wendy Wilson (208-343-7481)

33. Mid-Snake, Idaho

| ssue: Hydro relicensing

Current status: For thefirsttimein
sevenyears, therewasenoughwaterthi s
spring to run the Murtaughsection o the
Mid Snake. Inthelast few months, the
AWA hasjoined with other river interests
to comment and participatein the recent
comprehensiveplan put forth by theldaho
Water ResourceBoard. O primary con-
cern wasthe multitudeof whitewater re-
sources possibleonthisstretch of the
Snake, including the Murtaugh section.
The AWA alsointervened on the Kanaka
Rapidsproject. Alsoup for relicensingis
the Boulder, Star and Empire projects.
For mor e information, contact

Rich Bowers (301-589-9455)

34. East Fork of Owyhee-
Bruneau-Jarbidge, l[daho

|ssue: Environmental
degradation due to bombing

range

Current Status: TheAir Forceispro-
posing a L.5million acre el ectroniccom-
bat zonewhich will impact on the East
and South Fork Owyheerivers,and onthe
Bruneau and Jarbidgebasins. Under this
proposal, 80 planesa day would bein-
volved in wargames over these canyons.
Loca groups, led by Idaho RiversUnited,
arevigoroudy opposingthe Air Force
plansand are targeting Secretary Bruce
Babhitt to put amoratoriumon thistype
of Federallandgrant Anenvironmental
impact statement isexpectedin thefall.
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~ 100% bomber is how we make all our products.
We recognize outdoor products are dependent
~_on materials and processes that cause environ-
mental degradation. For this reason we strive
for the best made products we can possibly
—manufacture. We are constantly asked to pro-
duce cheaper versions of our products. We
believe this is environmentally irresponsible.
—We search out the highest quality components,
from thread to hardware, all made in the U.S.A,,
so every product we produce will last from
——season-to-season. In keeping with this philoso-
phy we offer a lifetime guarantee to keep our
products working for you as long as possible. i
~— We believe it's worth investing a few extra
dollars to buy products that keep on
working and don't end up in land-fills.

~Isn't it time we changed from a E‘\
throw away society? EP L
[+] -u_
r Wilderness Dagnsir b0 g o
# B 954 60th Street, Oakland CA 94608 e

510-596-8160 =
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For moreinformation, contact
Wendy Wilson (208-343-7481)

35. Klamath, Oregon

| ssue: Possible hydr opower
devdopment (Salt Caves
Project)

Current Status. Lagt year, the State of
Oregondenied the City of Klamath Fallsa
401 water quality permit on technical
grounds (water temperature). Just re-
cently, the Oregon Court of Appealsu p
held thisdenial. Thiscase may well goto
the SupremeCourt, but unlessatotal re-
versal isddivered, thi s heavily contested
projectshould finally be dead.

For moreinformation, contact
Bob Doppelt (503-345-0119)

36. Nisqually, Washington

|ssue: Hydrodectric relicenang
Current status: The AWA hasfiledan
interventioninthi s City of Tacoma
project. At stakeisaincredibletwomile
canyon whichistotally devoid of water,
and isoff-limitsto the public. Withinthis
canyonare continuousClass|V-V-VI?rap
ids. The FERC hasordered Takomato
conduct whitewater studies, but the appli-
cant hastold the Agency (and the AWA)
that they never allow accessto the can-
yon, and refuseto conductthetests.
For moreinformation, contact

Rich Bowers (301-589-9455)

37. Middle Fork Nooksack,
Washington

| ssue: Hydro proposal
Currentstatus: The City of Bellingham
operatesan existingdiversion projecton
thisriver, atunnel takes approximately
400 cfs. out o theriver and throughthe
adjacent mountain, whereit connectswith
a70cfs. pipe. STS Hydro proposesto use
thi s excessflow for power which would
changethe boatingseason onthis river.
TheMiddle Fork Nooksack flowsfromthe
glaciersof Mt. Baker, and offersa4.5mile
run dropping 700 feet. Startingwith Class
I rapids, the Nooksack boastsasolid
mile of continuousClassV rapidswitha
gradientover 20 fpm.
For moreinformation, contact

Rich Bowers (801-589-9455)

38. Pine River, Wisconsin
| ssue: Hydrodedtric relicenang

Current Status: Boatersand river con-
servationistsaretryingto improvethe rec-
reational opportunitieson several riversin

the MidWestincluding the Pine River.
Thisproject hasrecently been found ready
for environmental analysis(which means
thelast chance haspassedfor public com-
ment), and the AWA hasfiled requestsand
recommendationsaong with many local
recreational clubs. Other areawhitewater
riversin the FERC relicensingprocessin-
cludethe St. Louisthrough Jay Cook State
Park (MN), Piers Gorgeon the Menominee
(M), and the Peshtigo(WI). A recreational
flow study will be conductedon the
Menornineethissummer, aswater levels
permit.

For moreinformation, contact
Rich Bowers (301-589-9455)

39, Alaskan Rivers
|ssue Ownership

Current status: Alaskas Governor
Hickel isplanning to filea comprehensive
"quiettitle" lawsuitto assert state owner-
ship of lands beneath most riverson pub-
lic (Federal) lands. If upheld, thiswould
opendozensof rivers(including
whitewater rivers) now protected within
Nationa Parks, wildliferefuges, and those
protected under Federal Wild and Scenic
status (about 1/3 of Alaskasland base).
Thismovewould effectively repedl the
river protectionprovided by the Alaska
LandsAct of 1980, and openriversfor
mining and oil exploitation. It would also
dlow the unrestricteduse of motorized
craft on these rivers,including motor and
increasingly popular jet boats.

For more information, contact
Jack Hession (907-276-4048)

40. Tatshinshini

Issue Dedignationasa ClassA

Provindal Park

Current status: On June 22, British Co-
lumbiaPremier Mike Harcourt announced
that the entire 2.3 million acre Alsek/
Tatshinshini watershedwould be perma-
nently preserved,and calledfor theentire
areato be nominated asa United Nations
World Heritage Site. In combinationwith
adjacent existing parksin Alaskaand
Canadas Yukon Territory, theregion's 21
million acres would constitutethe world's
largest protected areawhich crossesna-
tional boundaries. A landmark environ-
mental "win", thisaction effectively kills
plansto build the Windy Craggy Project
for copper, gold and cobalt. Theowner
claimsto have spent over $39 millionin
exploration of thesite. The"Tat" isconsid-
eredto beoneto theworld'stop ten raft-
ing adventures, and the Alsek Canyonis
legendary among whitewater boaters.

For moreinformation, contact
Rich Bowers (301-589-9455)m
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\ International Activists Fighting

Viassive Hydro Project
In China :

Environmental and humean rights activistsfrom arouys RigEe (e E'C=Y 0= s Tg o] {6 ,
gether in opposition to the Chinese government's plan taf e ¥lfe 1o gaKe/akiy =]

Yangtze, thethirdlongest river in theworld. The proposediilg(==1€e(s/=5{BE ¢y
would inundatea spectacular 200 km. stretch o deep catvi@ AW leal{olge= gV [=S
has captured theimagination of Chineseartigsand poetSRIL= o ceal ot ek o
flood six countiesand displace 1.2 million people, a mo/EETengEEReE T lSE= g RVETeS
ceptable human rightsviolation.

T hedam would bethelargest hydropower projectintheworld, {@glg=szlelsJolos=ohio)ial=No]fo][ ok
have been denied theright to speak against it. Opponentstothe p¥yZeMigellelgelcae/liE= N oS
entists and journalists, have beensilenced by government threatsgitsNeYAlaElanlo/dE olalgal=1{e @BEN
Cheng, one of Chinas most influential and respectedwriters. The (Wi AYES g (el E NG o F
insolitary confinement for ten monthsbecausedt her public oppogizeiiekial=Ye = sy WA\Ae!gl=Yo e![3 1
during her incarcerationDai Cheng wasthreatened with executio

[ W®1<1's, whoisarecent winner of the /

h
h

n R:seleeelels) iy Eld prizefor environmental activ-
I ha/e already ism, isfree now, butljglele=gagliie hfeNoblo Ik ally!
(Ol N e o T=Je Rher book, Yangtze Y angtze,
w]qua' ed thefear Ve aL e eaved by the government.

IficYe = (ermination to harnessthe power

of death ," dhe SYS M= ez 1=t river, the Chinesegovernment

Wl lelgk8 i Lsibility study which activists

L I ﬁey can IlOf m kSt flellS)Yifl awed. The dam would be con-

Cniterc Mgk e ntialy activeseismic region. No

b
I plan has been announcedfor H
m¥ Splr‘lt w Fﬁ‘éi.rm%%ﬂ‘e jugeesthat the project would cre-
ﬁ " F= sWAN =g =AYy o) tan would have resettl ed 400,000
om me. (@ 1ecsSpite) gl {ashgar prefecturein the
e AR (eVIe:. morethan 300 km away.
Criticsaof that plan charged that the movewasintended to contro Riglelofolfo S i (o= M= ahi G S0 1
dent Turkistani state until taken over by the Chinesegovernment ik = aSTelaSE 1(== o VALY )]
high between ethnic minoritiesand the Chinesegovernment in thaig=se/s8
Oned the principal proponentsof theplanisKiS i g , ahardfifa={®eiaalats 4o/ fiile =AY 4')
reportedly played akey rolein the crackdownon pro-democracy st SR WIE =01 RS (IE (=
four yearsago. Theactual deathtd| from the Tiananmen massacrefcyz laSpe=ge TN ol A1 =1 (1%
nese government hasadmitted to close to 300 deaths.
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Owen Lammers, the executivedirector
of the International Rivers Network, says,
"At Tiananmen Squaretherewere cameras
and the world watched theviolationaof the
students' rights. Who iswatchingout for
therightsof the one million peoplewho
have nosay intheir futurealong the

Yangtze? The U.S governmentisinavery
good positionto cdl attentionto thistrag-
edy beforeit happens,and wearecaling
onthe Clintonadministrationto seethat it
does."

"Wearecdllingon Clinton to consider
forced relocation a human rightsviolation,

E leader in whitewater instruction since 1972, MKC
offers highly personal instruction from Beginner to Expert
levels in both kayaking and open canoeing. Located on the
Madawaska River, we provide all the comforts of a vacation
resort. And better yet, our rivers are clean, warm and un-
crowded. Weekend and 5-day courses.

Box 635 Barry's Bay Ontario KOJ 1BO
Summer: (613)756-3620 Winter: (613)594-5268

MADAWANKCA KANU CENTRE
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and assuch an areain which demon-
strableimprovementis necessary to en-
sure the extensiondf China's Most Fa-
vored Nation Status beyond June of 1994."

Thecost o the projectisestimatedto
be between 1230 billiondollarsand the
projectwould belargely funded by loans
from other nations. International financ-
ing hasyet to besecured. Butin August
of 1992 Merrill Lynchand agroup of Indo-
nesian and Taiwaneseinvestorswere
granted accessto Chinasfinanceand in-
surance market onthe conditionthat they
provide key financial support for the dam.

Meanwhile, officialsof BC Hydro of
the Canadian consortium CYJ partici-
patedin thefeasibility study for the
project, astudy that hasbeen intensely
criticized by the International Water Tri-
bunal because the environmenta and re-
settlement plan were deemedincompl ete.
Chinds Vice Premier Zhy Rongji, an engi-
neer and proponent of the dam, recently
toured Canadaand lobbiedfor the project
with British ColumbiaPremier Michadl
Harcourt and Quebec Premier Robert
Bourassa.

And, in December of 1991, the US
Bureau of Reclamation signed a contract
to provideconsultingservices for the
dam, with commitmentsfromthe U.S
Army Corp of Engineersto assist withthe
project. American activistsare seekingle-
gd meansto block these agenciesfrom
participatingin the project.

Individualsinterestedin opposing the
Chinese plan to dam the Y angtze may con-
tact the International Rivers Network at
1847 Berkeley Way, Berkeley, Cdifornia
94703 (510) 848-1008.
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The Gauvley...

Remembering the Good Olid Days

by Charlie Walbridge

Ehotos courtesy of Wildhwater Designs

“ve dlwaysenjoyed ligening to

oiher peoplesrecollectionsof

thizir firstruns downthe
Gauley River, but they're usudly very
different from my own. For athoughl
can not clamto have beenamong the
very firstto tacklethi s whitewater
classic,| knew most of the pioneers
whodid, and | came ontothe Gauley
scene not long after their initial explo-
rations.

John Bery ran theriverin open ca
noessometime beforethedamwas
built during the mid 60's. Thefirst
closed boat run wasin thesummer of
1968. Over the next coupledf yearsa
handful of boatersfollowed.

My first run onthe Gauley wasin
October of 1971. A recent college
graduate, I'd been hired to teach sev-
enth grade Biology in the Washington,
D.C. area I'd taught mysdf to paddie
withfriendsin a collegeouting club,
firstin open canoeand then C-1. | was
looking forward to trying new rivers,
and | had deliberately moved into the
vita center of East Coast whitewater

paddling.

Back then racing wasa great way
to meet good boaters. I'd heard about
the Gauley and wasinterested, but
wary. Theriver wasspoken o respect-
fully by John Sweet, Tom Irwin, and
the other Penn State paddlinggodsi'd
met at the Loyalsock Sadom. Thenat
the Fall Savage Racel gotintoateam
run with Ed Gertler. (Editor's Note:
Read Ed Gertler’s letter to theeditorin
thisissue)

After therace heasked meif | was
planning to runthe Gauley. When |

Tom /rwin fights his way down Pillow Rock

questioned my fitness, headmitted
that hewastripleaderfor the CCA and
that hethought | could handleit. That
wasall | needed to hear. | thinkthis
wasthethird"cubtrip” torunthe
river.

Twenty-twoyearsagothe Wes
Virginiahighway system wasa bit
more basic. Route 19 did not existin
itscurrent form, and itsjunctionwith
Route 60 wasa battered meeting of
two-lanecountry roads. Comingin
from Clifton Forgeat midnight, | had
toget out of thecar, push the under-
growth aside, and read thefaded road
signswithaflashlight. Wefound
Summersville Dam at 2 AM after get-
ting lost several times. Therewere
only a handful of us, sothe Corpslet
ussleepinthe pavilion near the play-
ground.

The next morning sixteen of Us
from OCA met Ed and Barb Brownin
thegrey morning mist at the base of
thedam. In addition to thehard-boat-
ers, John Dragan’s Wildwater Unlim-
ited wasrunningafew o hisrafts
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down. At thetimehewasthe only out-
fitter on the New River, and hewasdo-
ing the Gauley with some of hismost
experienced customers. A handful of
othersputinlater. Nooneelsewas
there.

Therapidsat first seemed power-
ful, but managesble. | wasdoing fine
until Pillow Rock Rapid. We scouted,
but | had noideawhat | wasgetting
into. Onceintherapid, | found out too
latethat it wasthe biggest water I'd
ever seen! | ran up against the big pil-
low near the left-hand rock wall,
flippedingtantly, and swvam. My foot
caughtinathigh strap; the C-1 went to
onesidedf Volkswagon Rock and |
went to theother. | got dragged over
thetop o the rock and wasdriven
downtothe bottomof theriver likea
piledriver. | guessl wastoo stupidto
let it shakeme up.

The only takeout we knew of was
therailroad bridgeat Peter's Creek. It
madefor along day, especially with
swimmersin every major rapid. We
portaged Iron Ring without question,
notingthe corpse of a horribly bat-
tered deer inan eddy below.

ApproachingSweet's Falls, | was
warnedin no uncertainterms that the
holeat the bottom was an absolute
keeper. Bill Funk had kayakedthe
dropthe previousyear, but he refused
todiscusshisroute. Hesaid only that
thelinewasonly 6' wideand to missit

Laslo Berti and Dave Gunther
run Insignificant

meant certaindeath. Aswe ap-
proached, mist rose up fromthelip of
the drop, turning my bowelstojely.
Terrified, | grabbledthe center eddy
and hustled carefully over to thefar
left chute. I'd never seen anythingso
mean-looking!

Below here, it wasa hard pushto
makethetracksbeforesunset.
Koontz's Bend passed quickly, since
weweretootired toplay. | finished
theday physicalyexhausted and men-
taly drained. | wasn't surethat | ever
wanted to do that again! The Lower
Gauley the next day waseasier, but |
camearound a corner and found an
eddy full of boats. Aswimd Lower
Mashfollowed. After atoughrunl
closemy eyesand seetheriver unfold
ahead of me. | rode homethat night
dreaming o enormousholesand
waves. But soon | forgot my fear and
looked forward to getting back.

Pillow Rock wasawaysmy nem-
esis. For yearsno one knew how to
runit, and almost everyonerolled or
swam. | wasalwayspleasedto roll
back up, but stayed in my boat only
hd f thetimeduringthe yearsit took
metofigurethingsout. Al thisaquatic
activity, combinedwith the wordsof
Idaho's Dr. Wt Blackadar,inspired

the devel opment of theHiFloat Life
Ves.

Inlater years, asmore peoplecame
totheriver, the show continued
unabated. | started runningwithout air
bagsbecausel felt it gaveme"added
incentive'to rall. On onerun of Fil-
low, | popped my sprayskirt hafway
down. Thesternquickly filled with wa:
ter, and adecadebeforethefir st squirt
boats, | paddled my Hahn verticaly
throughthe big waves. It wasonly
whenthe boat started tosink that | de-
cidedto bail out.

| continued to sneak Sweet's Falls.
Boatersgradually learnedthat the
“killer hol€" wasan exploding wavein
disguise. Dragan at first lined hisrafts,
empty of customers,around the drop,
but eventually theraftsstarted going
over. Afew hard-boatersmadethe
run, then many. Intimidated by first-
runlore, | wasone of thelast holdouts.

As| wasscouting Sweet's Fallsone
afternoon, SusieLilly, the 15 year-old
daughter o aWest Virginiapaddler I'd
boated with occasionally, came up and
asked me how torunit. | told her |
didn't, but pointed out theline. She
smiled,said “0.K.”, and skipped back
to her boat. She ranthe big ledgeal-
most sideways, bouncing off of what is
now called Dildo Rock and flippingin
thefrothy messat the bottom. She
quickly rolled up, yelled "Whoopi€e',
tossed her paddle, and continued
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downstream. | figured| could paddle
at least aswdl asthat, and whilethe
drop dill scaresme I've been doing so
eversince.

Iron Ring retaineditsevil reputa-
tion. Duringthe early yearsfew ran it
and many carried. On my second run
only Jm Snyder, 16, handledit with
any style. Now thesituationisre-
versed; amost no one makesthat por-
tage. Eventhough| canseetheline
and realizethat the drop isprobably
easierthanitlooks, I'll still wak. The
Gauley makesme awfully mellow, and
all that adrendinewouldru nthe
mood. And | just can't get that dead
deer out of my mind.

We kept hearing rumorsof plansto
dam theriver. We expected a big po-
litical battle,so strangeasit might
seemtoday, several df usconspired to
luremoreboatersto theriver. | wrote
about the Gauley in the AWA Journal

in 1972, and severa of usofferedto
guidegroupsdowntheriver thefal-
lowingfal. In 19731 took sixteen
Southeasternboatersdown therun,in-
cluding Claude Terry and hisson,
Mike With only two runsunder my
belt | didn't know theriver al that
wll, but | felt comfortablemoving
from eddy to eddy. Making a key stop
abovedrop two o Lost Paddle, | was
immediately pinned to theshoreby a
hordedf following boaters. | had to
fight my way throughthe crowdsto
ped out intothe next drop. Mike Terry
wasfearlessand | spent the day won-
deringif hewasgoingto kill himself.
Hisattitudewould be pretty normal to-

Oned thethingswe did wasspon-
sor adownriver racefromthetop of
Mash to the pool at the base of Pure
Screaming Hell. | tried it once, but de-
cided that the Gauley wasathing of

beauty to be savored, not rushed.
Wally Dyer and his partner, Ben Cass,
wereatop-ranked doublesteam from
Philadel phiaWaly wasan intense,
competitiveman, but not exactly abig-
water paddler. Naturdly | deighted in
telinghimall my Gauley River horror
storiesbefore hisfirst race. Looking at
thestartinglist, hesaw a pair listed he
didn't recognize. Heturned to meand
asked pointedly,"Who'sthisSingley
and Wilkinson?”

Now they werefriendsdf mine, a
couplefrom Blacksburgwho raced in
the men's classbecausethereweren't
enough boatsaround to form amixed
divison. But | made up astory about a
hot Britishteamthat had won dl the
racesin Canadathat summer. | though

Al Louande in Iron Ring-Note Mae West
PFD and /fliad Paddle!

: 2, " .
e e

.
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Completeyourwhitewaterlibrarywithan AWA publication

AWA NationwideWhitewater | nventory Riversat Rik—The Concerned Citizens
Edited by Pope Barrow, $15 book/37 disk ($2.90 postage) Guideto Hydropower
*Revised listingdf every whitewater river ByJohnD. Escheverria, Pope Barrowand Richard
nationwide _ Roos-Collins; cloth $29.95/paper $17.95 ($2.90

*River mapsfor all U Srivers postage)
*Includes mileage, accesspoints, ratings #A study of whitewater'smost seriousthreat
TheRiversaof Chile AWA Safety Codes

~ ByLars Holbek, $5 ($1 postage) 1-99 $.25; 100-199 $.20; over 200 5.15
e A guideto morethan 20Chileanrivers #The original criteriadf boating safety

Send paymentto AWA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464
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B ...the first SELF-BAILING

all inflatable cataraft!
NO HARD PARTSI J

First made for video boats on the Tully River
in Australia in 1986, the SHREDDER has

been built and & power-tested ever since. A
great way for an experienced river runner to
introduce a novice to GOOD water! They are
stable yet responsive in big H,O & fast in flat-
water. Two experienced paddlers can stretch ;
their limits...hole punching and & _
wave surfing! S8

We are committed to
the premise that "heavy
{_duty” does not mean

SHREDDER rolls
up into a compact
18" x 28" The cross
tubes & raised floor
eliminate the need for
a bulky frame. Have
been used as guide
boats on raft & ducky
trips...made entirely in
Pennsylvania.......98%
domestic content!

/

STANDARD FEATURES.....
*= floor ** D-rings ** rope
** splash screen == foot stirrups s Inflatables
P P Airtight
SHREDDERS * Rm%}ES
STANDARD MODEL SPECS.... MATERIALS * ACCESSO
* length =12'4" < color = black , - 8668
width = 58" * weight = 35 - 54 Ibs 412 - ‘3_1?1: ,,as 15470
* tube diameters available = 1857, 20", 21- Do 36 RSPyt
neoprene/nylon ASK FOR TONY

PRICES RANGE FROM $980.00 & UP



Waly wasgoingto swalow histrade-
mark cigar! Later hispartner cameto
meand begged meto lay offso he
could get somedeep.

Over the next few yearsthe num-
bersof paddlerssteadily increased.
The boating community wasstil |
relatiwely tiny, and the quantity of
Gauley Boaterssmaller ill. But now
you didn't haveto arrange to meet
someoneto haveashuttle.

We knew who wasaready onthe
river by the carsat the parking lot. We
couldtell whowaspaddlingat adis
tanceby thecolorsaf their boatsand
gear. If wedidn't know you and you
weren't with someonewedid, you
probably didn't belong here.

Oneyear twosmall, inexpensive
rafts were beached bel ow Insignifi-
cant, their floorsripped out from un-
der them by theforced thewater. An-
other year saw a horribly mangled
Blue Hole canoe washed on theshore
near the head of Rillow Rock Rapid.
We chuckled knowingly at these
wrecks, and paddied on.

Then onefal the number of boat-
ersjumpedfromdozensto several
hundred. For the:7: timethere were
lotsdf peoplearoundwho | didn't
know. And most o them wereca-
pable boaterswho handled the river

yrritha Al A ams e NNNNIN AR

assomething of ashocktotheoldtim
ers. There werethreevery attractive
women servingasshuttle bunniesfor
agroup from South Carolina\Wegot
downto Lost Paddleonly to find them
nude sunbathing on rocksdispersed
throughoutthe rapid. Definitdy un-
safe, we agreed. Could causeacci-
dents!

e soon outgrew the capacity of
the pavilionat thetop of the dam. One
weekend | arrivedin adriving rain.
The pavilionwasjammed, and we
spent adl eepl essnight greeting new
arrivalsand tdlingliesto each other.
The next day afew idiots backed their
carsover thesaturated lawvn to load
their gear, getting stuck and leaving
hugeruts. Thismotivated the Corpsto
keep Battle Run Campground openin
fut ure years, but we were banned from
the pavilionforever.

That morningthe Gauley wasr un
ning at 5,000 cfsand the Meadow was
putting out 10,000 or so. Route 19,
whichwe called “Corridor L", had just
been completed. Many folkshiked into
the Lower Meaedow to view the chaos.
Thefew who tried the Gauley had wild
stories. Tom McEwan hit theholein
thebottomof Fillow Rock andlost his
helmet and glasses. He carried out.
"Fearless’ Fred Young and hisgroup

0 i

Bob Taylor does a Pop-Up at Warmup
Rapids, Bob drowned in Lost Paddle in

1977

all of Lost Paddle Repid dongtherail-
road tracks.

Lower down Chip Queitzsch, afd-
low C-boater, wassurfing abig holeat
Koontz's Flumewhen he noticed his
air bagsfloatingdownstream. The
seams Of hisfiberglassboat had
parted! Later the day turned bitterly
cold. After lookingat all theflooded
upper tributaries, wesettled on the
North Fork of the Cherry only to get
snowed on. | stayed up in the headwa-
tersfor therest of theweekend.

Commercid rafting onthe Gauley
beganin themid 70s The owners
were peoplewed boated with, and we
weren't shy about telling them that
they weremaking a big mistake. | re-
member sittingin eddieswith my bud-
diesin Lost Paddle, chuckling asthose
big rubber boatsswamped and floun-
dered, totally out of control. Their
sweep oars broke, the guideslost con-
trol, and guestsfell out of therafts by
thescore. Pureentertainment!

Wefeltthat they'd never beableto
makerafting on the Gauley asuccess.
Today, astheguideshold their
smooth, preciselinesthroughtherap
ids, | redlizethat we underestimated,
asusual, theability of river runnersto
improvetheir equipment and skills. |
certainly never visudizedthe crowds
that we havetoday.

During thefird few yearsweleft
our boatsat themouth o Peter's
Creek, walking in dong thetracksthe
next day torun the"Lower" downto
Swiss After several people had boats
stolensome of usbeganleaving our
craft aboveKoontz's Bend and walk-
ing out through the milelongrailroad
tunnel under theridge. Thissplitthe
river distancenicedly, allowing usto
I un the great play rapidsdownstream
at the beginning of day two.

Thewak through themile-long
tunnel, however, wasspooky at best. It
took about twenty minutesto get
through. We amost never remem-
bered to bringflashlights, so we
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The Cabley...

stumbled about in the dark, stubbed
our toeson theties, and flounderedin
thefilthy puddlesall theway tothe
other end. One clown brought asmall
compressed-air horn and amost
scared usto degth! | never got caught
by atra n but those who did described
in detail the unpleasantnessa lying
facedowninthe mud asthecars
roared by, close enoughto touch. So,
eventhoughtheroadisunsghtly, |
was nhot totally unhappy to see Appda
chian Whitewater's develop an access
at Mason Branch.

Another year wewere hanging
around at Swisswaitingfor our
shuttles. Nat knowingthat railroad
cars stick out well past the tracks, two
foolshad parked their vansright next
totherails, Alocal mandroveupand
said,"Youd better movethemthings,
'‘cause there'satrai n a-comin’, and
they wrecked somefdler's car last
week." Spurred by theapproaching
whistle, we did what we had to. One
van wasessy; we brokein throughthe
sidewindow, released the brake, and
pushed it awvay.

But, to our horror,wediscovered
that the second one had alocking
steering column. Wegot d | the people
wecould find, thirty or forty strong:
boaters, guides, customers,and thelo-
cal man who'd warned us. We grabbed
thesam and muscledfirst oneend
over, thentheother. Thefront end was
really heavy, and we had to bounce
and skid it afew inchesat atime. Now
you understand why | don't mind pay-
ing afew bucksto park!

Thecommercial rafting business
onthe Gauley Continuedto grow. To-
day the need for extraguidesismet by
Western boatmenwho travel east for
Gauley Season, but during thelate 70's
it was not unusual for company man-
agersto cruisearoundthe paddler
campingdl otsbelow the dam offering
$120 or moreto experiencedpaddlers
whowould guidefor aday. That was
real money, but | cameto play, and the
ideadf beingon the Gauley in aboat
full of guestsmade me nervous.

But whilethe crowdsare anui-
sance, they hel ped savetheriver by
turningit intoa major tourist attrac-
tion. Dave Brown recallsbeing ush-
ered into West Virginia Senator Byrd's
officeon Capitol Hill. Thiswasthe be-
ginning of the Reagan Eraandthis
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venerable paliticiantold him that he
"didn't havemuchto giveto environ-
mentaliststoday.” Brown countered
by explainingthat outfitters were
bringingover $10 millionintothearea
during thefour week Gauley season.
That got the Senator's attention!  The
effortsd AWA and CitizensFor
Gauley River, which coordinated op-
positionto the projectfrom kayakers,
outfitters,and local businessmen,
eventually borefruit. There'still
much to do, but in theory theriver and
itsflowsare protected.

By the mid 1980'sthescenehad
changed. The season moved from Oc
tober to September, trading themaj-
esty of changingfoliagefor warmer air
temperatures. Traffic increased. Cars
entering the parking lot below thedam
weretightly controlled, and traffic
jamsat other accesspointsbecame
normal, not unusual. In previousyears
thearea below thedam waslikeold
homeweek, ahuge reuniond East
Coast paddlers. Now, rather than seek-
ing out placeswhere boaterscongre-
géte, | try to avoid the crowds by usng
off-pesk put-intimesand access
points.

But crowdsare not thewhole
gory. TheGauley duringthe Fdl isan
amazing display of thelatest high-tech
plastic and rubber gear. Peoplehave
surprisingly good skills, and swims are
rare. Innumerableaccesspointsand
lunch stops, completewith tents,

cookingfacilities, and graded roads
havetaken away the wildernessfed.
Theriverismoreaccessible,and un-
told thousands have gathered strength
and sanity from passing through. But
something very special hasbeenlost.

Whilel till enjoy theriver im-
mensdly, | missthe wildnesswefound
inthe 70's. The precioussense o ex-
ploration and wonder felt by our small,
sdf-riant groupsasthey movedcar e-
fully and respectfully down awild,
tracklesscanyon seemsindescribably
distant today.

Whilel regret thelossdf the nar -
velouscamaraderiewesharedinthe
dayswhen everyone knew each other,
| meet new peoplewho become
friendsevery year. And, when| put on
latein the day, about thetimethat
most of the other boatsare nearing the
end o theirrun, theyearsdipdlently
away, asthe solitudeand mgesty o
the Gauley Canyon closes in around
meonceagain.

The"good old days' may begone,
but the Gauley will dwaysbe aspecia
place. So get somefriendstogether
and enjoy! B

Todays boaters approach Sweet's Falls
with a more cavalier attitude than in the
Good Old days. Photo: Keith Unfried at
Sweet's Falls taken by Jim Cavo, 1992




BOAT-IN AT
OHIOPYLE A

SUCCESS

Boaters from all over the East
gathered in Ohiopyle State Park on
July 17 to voice their displeasure
with Park policies. Top among
their gripes was the user fee insti-
tuted in 1991 by the Pennsylvania
DER.

Over 100 people participatedin
picketing and dialogue with Park
users. Carrying signs with slogans
like "FREE THE RIVER", people
walked the pavement in the boat-
ers parking lot from 7:00 AM. un-
il 3:00. At 3:00 paddles replaced
placards.

A new organi zationwasrecruiting
membersand takingasurvey of issues.
FRIENDSOF THE YOUGH signed up
about 250 peopleduring the Boat-In. Mark | who don't need areservation till haveto

Sargabledf Canowingo, VD becamethe
happiest Friend of the Y ough, when at 3:00
hisnamewasdrawn as

winner of a New WaveIn-

ing. Wheninvitedto speak on a Pittsburgh
radiotalk show, Tom explained,"Although
the Park callsit areservationfee, boaters

pay. Wewouldn't objecttoareservation

fee,if it werefor reservationsonly. If they
call accesstothe Park a
reservation, then every-

finity Cruise Control kayak. bodv should bepaying.”
Mark, who comesto AWA Regional

Ohiopyleacoupled times Coordinator Barry

ayear with the Conewago Tuscanowasmanningthe

CanoeClub, said, "l havea Friendsdf the Yough

problem with paying afee tablefor most of theday.

that doesn't get used in Peoplewereasked tofill

Ohiopyle. Boaters
shouldn'tbesingled out to
pay, when other Park users
don't."

Debbie Patz, President
of Keystone River Runners
(alocal club), said, "We just want to bein- |
cluded in the decision-making process
here. Were hopingto opensomedialogue
withthe State Park and the DER. 1 think
that private boaters can contributesome
valuableinput to the management of a
river."

Toml rwn wasacting as spokesperson
for the Friendsdf the Y ough, when a Pitts-
burgh TV news crew and three newspa-
persinterviewedhim. "Our key com-
plaintsare overregulation, river safety and
discrimination,"he explained. "Whenthe
Park issuesdecreesthat limit accessto
theriver,chargesfeesor createsbureau-
cratic hasdes, the best boatersjust stay
away. Under the present quotasystem,
thesedotsare being used by unguided
rental rafts, creating adangerousimbal-
ance between experienced and inexperi-
enced peopleontheriver."

Tom also made the point that private
boatersare using no moredf thefacilities

out asurvey to determine
their fedingsabout theis-
sues. Then they wereen-
teredin the drawingfor
prizes. Besidesthe boat,
Karen Yotter of
~ Magadure, OH won a Patagonia T-shirt,
and Jan Matthews from Pittsburghwon a
paddling jacket, both contributed by
Riversport in Confluence, PA. Peter
Disroth of Hazelton, PA won aspray skirt
contributed by MountainSurf of
Friendsville, MD.

"We want to survey boatersso wecan
accurately say what theimportant i ssues
are and so we can act astruerepresenta-
tives," Tuscanocommented. "Maybewell
get the Park to talk with usnow."

Park Supervisor Doug Hoehn did very
littletalking. When asked about thesafety
issue, hesaid, "I'd rather count on theraft
guidesfor safety ontheriver. | know what
thetrainingisfor the guides; | don't know
what the trainingisfor the private boat-
es”

But many of the guidesmust consider
themselvesto be private boatersal so, be-
causethey too werelining up to register
their opinionswith the Friendsof the

in the Park than other userswho pay noth-

Yough.H
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JUST WHO ARE
M E "FRIENDS GFM E YOUGH"?

By Barry Tuscano

Westarted out asamotley crew. We
camefrom all walksdf lifeand varyinglev-
elsof commitment. Thegroup changed
from monthto month, and the energy level
was constantly waxingand waning. \We
never called oursel vesby name, although
occasionalywereferredto ourselvesas
the"OhioperTroubIemakers' Thisis

.___AEJALITY WHITE WATER PRODUCTS

:]—

Q

Aluminum rowing frames, camp
kitchens, dry boxes and tables.

Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and
FishRite aluminum boats & sleds.

(503) 773-5582
1385 Justice Road
Central Point, OR 97502

Call or Write for our
Free River Equipment Catalog

to M@ BIGGEST-LITTLE Canoe Shop in I World

e

| what Park Management called ustoo, but

| think they gave us more credit than we
deserved.

Debbie and Phil Patz started things.
Debbiewasthe newly elected President
of Keystone River Runnerswhen the
PennsylvaniaDER dlippedin aprivate
boater user feelikethievesin the night.

At a hastily called meeting at the Patz
house, we discussed everythingfromlegal
actionto boycotts.

Over the next few months, we dowly
evolveda piecemed strategy of confront-
ing the DER in Ohiopyle, while working
the political scenein Harrisburg. Debbie
wasthe catalyst. Thisdiminutive mother
of two whoworksin publicrelationswas
ableto mobilize almost every member of
the Keystones.

At the sametimeTom Irwin, repre-
senting Three Rivers Paddling Club, wasa
steadyinginfluencewith yearsof experi-
encein battlingthe Harrisburgbureau-
cracy. Anengineer duringtheday, he
spent hiseveningsfiring off lettersor com-
piling dataon the computer.

Ron Gardener,amachinist who ad-
mitsto being an ex-coal miner withared
neck, wasableto muster acrowdsimply
by bringing hisfamily. Ron, whoisdeeply
religious, says he knowswhen something
iswrongand feelscompelledto work to
right it.

Don Frew, aperennial in the National
Open Canoe competitions, has been one

The BWA Nationd Fa

presents

The Gaule

Whltewater Video Show
Stop by the Pavilion and see the winners of the 10th Annual National
| Paddling Film Festival. And some of our favorites from past Film Festivals.

of thework horses. Alwaysavailablewith

ldling Film Festiva

y Festival

CHOOSE FROM OVER

FACTORY FRESH MODELS

WeCarry ALL Mgjor Brands

Huge Indoor Showrooms-Open'Y ear Round
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BRIEFS

histime and sweat, Don could be counted
onto get thingsdone.

Bob Sioaand | becameactively in-
volved in thisgroup after being arrested
by Park Rangersfor sgn-inviolations.
Peoplehad been using thesign-insheets
to expresstheir outrage with Park poli-
cies. We believethe Rangerswantedto
make an exampledf us. Bob, aformer
Park volunteer, hasbeenaleader in the
paddling community for over 20 years.

When | agreed to becomethe AWA Re
giona Coordinatorfor thisarea, | was
committedto workingto protect the Up-
per Yough fromthe kind of bureaucracy
that had taken over Ohiopyle. It seemed
to methat the battlein Ohiopyleshould be
fought by thosewho usetheriver. But
then, my 14-year-old son caught the pad-
dling bug, and the lower Yough wasthe
only intermediate summertimeoptionin
thearea Sofor thesaked futuregenera-
tionsof boatersand fueled by the pain of
the unjust lash of thelaw, | jumped into
thefray.

Bob Ruppel, owner of RiversportOuit-
fittersand Paddling School, becamein-
volved after resisting the current of Park
regulationson hisownfor years. Hewas
our local connection.

THE Book For Rafters!
"A must for thefirst time floater
or the grizzled guide.”

-Les Bechdel, Co-Author,
River Rescue

RAFTING! |

Therewereotherstoo. Jeff Prycl
made hisofficeavailablefor our monthly
meetings. Mike Bailey and Ned Dana
were both involved fromthe early days.

Weweresmall in numbers, but we
were committed and managed to get some
thingsaccomplished. We consulted with a
lawyer onthelegdlity of the DER actions.
We gathered dataon Park useand safety
records. Wewrotelettersto state offi-
cials. Wemet personally withlocal
elected officid sand then travelled to Har-
risburgto meet with more. Wearranged a
meeting with the head of the Bureau of
State Parks. We waited somemore.

Assummer boating season neared, we
decided that we had to changeour ap-
proach. Hfty peopledemonstratingor ten

peoplewriting | etters wasn't going tofur-
ther our goals. Weneeded to broaden our
basetoincludethe out-of-towncrowd.
We needed to show that we did represent
theinterestsof al| privateboatersin
Ohiopyle. Weal so needed to get more
peopleinvolved.

From my experiencein AWA, | knew
that the way to get a boater's attentionis
togiveaway a boat. OnceJohn Schreiner
agreed to supply a boat, we decided that
we had to definethe primary issuesthat
boaterscare about.

And then we needed a name. Thefi-
nalistswere"The Yough Supporters' and
"TheFriendsd the Yough'.

And so we became The Friendsof
the Yough!'ll

—— y 5
Nixissassi:
L

[ Glitter Lids Helmets

[d Extrasports
Lifejackets

Thecomplete guide to

WHITEWATER RAFTING
Techniquesand Equipment

Jeff Bennett

Send $15.95* $2s/ h to:
Swiftwater Publishing Co.
PO Box 3031
Portland, OR 97208
Dealers Call: 503/292-5756
[

[ Kokatat Drysuits
| &Pie _WS G678

|

' TEWATER,
1692 Second Street Pike ® Richboro, PA 18954 e 215-598-3669...
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M EISSUES AS SEENBY
THE FRIENDS OF THE YOUGH

1) ThePark callsit areservation
fee. It'snot. If you goto Ohiopyleon
aweekday or even after noon on week-
ends, thereisno needfor areservation.
But you still must pay thefee. Itisauser
fee, and boatersare being charged only be-
cause boatingis convenient to regul ate.
No other usersin the park are charged for
using the samefacilitiesthat we use.

2) Thenumbersthat the Park has col-
lected over the past yearsclearly show
that thereisno need for quotason week-
days. Thesameargument can be madefor
most Sundaysand many Saturdays. These
figureshave been availableto the Park;
why haven't they figuredit out?

3) Ohiopyle Fallsinlow water isa
ClassIV rapid. Many of thelong-timeresi-
dents of Ohiopyle have jumped, swum or
paddied thefalsat onetime. A birchbark
canoe wasfilmed making the runfor the
1935verson of "TheLast Mohicans'. But
Doug Hoehn saysthat anyonecaught r un
ningthefalswill be prosecuted under a

Fish Commission law deding with the haz-
ardousoperation of aboat andfined upto
$2,000.

4) Four pagesdf regulationsconcern-
ing privateaccessto theriver providefor
summary penaltiesfor offenders. Most of
the ruleshave nothing to do with safe or
efficient management of river use.

5) At notimesincetheimpositionof
the quotasystem have private boater inter-
ests been solicited when decisionscon-
cerning private boaterswere being made.

6) Onany summer day hundredsaof
peopleswimin theriver abovethefallsor
in Entrance Rapid, a clear violation of
Park rules. Meanwhile, privateboatersare
arrested for incorrectly filling in the sign-
insheet. Two carsareleftinthe parking
lot after dark — the one with boat racks
getsaticket; the onewith gun racks
doesn't. (Actually happened!)

7&8) Anyonewho hasbeentherere-
cently knowswhat a circusthe rental
sceneis Anyonewithacredit card can
rent araft, and most don't know how to
hold apaddle. If privateboatersdidnt
help them out, therewould be many more
unhappy people,and possibly afew more
tragediesin Ohiopyle. Rentalscould bere-
quired to be accompanied by a minimum
number of experienced boatersor madeto
takeaguided trip.

9) River usewassupposedto besplit
50% commercial/50% private. Now, with
the unguided commercidl trips(rentals),
usageisover 90% commerdd..
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Don't be sticky...
Let $20 find a hole in your pocket

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
ship fee is funneled directly into our effective
conservation actions.
member receives a bi-monthly subscription

river

to American Whitewater..

professional whitewater magazine in the world!

Plus—every

.the best semi- _%

Join the AWA today and receive Amerlcan Whltewater at home

Yes | want tojoin the AWA and receivea subscription to American Whitewater. |'ve enclosed my tax-deductible
contribution of $20.00 ($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to help conserve our whitewater resourcesand promote river safety.

Name—

Address

| wouldlike to make an additional contribution to AWA’s Whitewater Defense Project asindicated below.

AWA membershipdues.
WDP contribution............cccoevevnvennne.
Total amount .........coveevvinrreee e

Remember - you can contributeto the AWA conservation program through the Combined Federal Campaign, CFC #0839

1||rL1| 1y AW, "|_ [* () Hll ]

=0, Phoenicia,

NY 12404
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BRIEFS

Lawsuits Threaten

Whitewater Recreation

A BucksCounty, Pajury recently
awarded $300,000to thefamily of aman
who drowned on afamily outing. Thejury
ruled that the canoe and innertube rental
company, Point Pleasant Canoe Rentd
and Sdles, Inc., was negligentin not super-
visingthetrip, by providinglifeguards
dong theriver. The company asked the
judgeto overturntheverdict, but before he
could rule, the case wassettled out of
court for an undisclosed amount.

Other outfittersand canoeliveries
around the country have expressed con-
cern about theimplicationsof the ruling.
They arguethat it will beinordinately ex-
pensiveto provideriversidemonitorsto

avoid such liability. Outfittersmaintain
that providingsuch protectionwould
makethat cost of such river trips prohibi-
tively expensive.

Just two yearsago REI decided to quit
rentingwhitewater kayaksbecausedf li-
ability concerns. The company mairtars
that becauserenterstend to be lessexpe-
rience, they are more proneto accidents
and subsequentlitigation. REIL i sal so con-
sideringdroppingitslineof mountaineer-
ing gear, inresponsetothe seriesdof per-
sonal injury lawsuitsthat led Chouinard,
Equipment, Ltd. tofilefor bankruptcy law
protection..

The Ultimate Kayaking E:peri'éﬁ-:e

| For experienced
paddlers!

_availablel ——

WE SUPPLY ...
Wesupply kayaks, guides,
food, accommodation, tents
and transport within

Australia.

PRISTINE WILDERNESS ..

Paddle the untamed torrents
Heritage

ristine Worls
amon%fi, somed tﬁe most

PRIIPEe%: | inaccessible
whitewater on earth.

BE AMONG THE FIRST ...

Be among the first o pa

tropical North Queensland.
More exhilarating
whitewater t han youwould
normally experience inone
entire season!

W FREEZING CONDITIONS ..

L eavethefreezing winters
and icy watersd the
northern hemisphere behind
- no wetsuits or paddling
cags required herein tropical
North Queensland.

TROPICAL NORTH QUEENSLAND - AUSTRALIA

ddle "
““the raging whitewater of tropi cg ﬁollﬁayg alfetimel

Contact us today to learn

EXPLORE KAYAK

For completedetails, contact:
EXPLORE KAYAK

Bodo Lenitschek

P 61 7032 1468 :
Fax: 6170322248 —+5
P. QBox 53, Manunda,
Carns, Q 4870, Audrdia
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MNational Park
Service Publishes

Guide to River
Assessment

The National Park Servicehas
published a 100 page handbook that
servesasaguidefor conducting
recreational assessmentsfor
streamsand rivers. The handbook,
Instream Flowsfor Recreation,
providesaframework for designing
studies, exploringthe effectsof
flow on resource conditions, evalu-
ating flowsand adopting protection
strategies. For afreecopy of the
handbook contact: Doug Whittaker,
River Trai | s and Conservation As-
sistance Program, NPS, AlaskaRe-
giond Office, 2525 Gambdl| St., Ar+
chorage, Alaska 99503 (907) 257-
2654.1

DEERFIELD RIVER
RELEASE DATES

The New England Power Company and
New England FLOW have announced the
followingrel easedatesfor the Deerfidd
Riverin New England.

900 c.f.s., four hour rel easesare s ated
at MonroeBridgeon July 10-11, July 17-18,
July 2425, July 31-August 1, August 7-8,
August 14, August 21-22, August 28, Sep-
tember 5 and September 17,18,19. The Na
tional ChampionshipDownriver Raceis
dlated for September 19 at Monroe Bridge
and recreational boatersare asked to use
theriver only when racersare not onthe
course. TheOpen Boat Nationa Champi-
onshipsand the Saom Nationa Champi-
onshipsareslated at Zoar GgponJuly 7-9
and September 16-18, respectively.

Releaseson the Fife Brook sectionar e
scheduledat aminimumdf 700 cfsfor 3
hoursstarting between 9:30 am. and noon
onthefollowing dates: July 7-11, 14-18, 21-
25,31, August 1, 5-8, 12-15,19-22, 26-29,
September 1-5, 15-19, 22-24, 29-30, October
13, 6-10, and 13-17.

For additional informationincluding
the exact releasetimecall the Dearfidd
River Flow InformationLineat 413-625
84141

[y



General INfOMEion ..ceeeevveeeeeennnes 704/488-2175

CutomPrograms......cccceeeeceeeenans 704 /488-2175
Indruction Programs..................... 704/488-6/37
AdventureTravd ..........cccvevneeens 704/488-2175
Refting Resarvationsonly ............. 800/232-7238
CadinaCydeTours ................... 704/488-6737
BikeRentas.........ccccevvevvvennnen. 704/488-6737
Race& Spedd BEvats................. 704/488-6737
Outfitters SoreMall Orde ........... 800/ 367-3521
River'sEnd Retaurat ................ 704/4838-2911
Rdids Gaden Redaurat ............ 704/488-9186
Nantahala Outdoor Canter

13077 Hwy 19Weg, Bryson City. NC 28713
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Wildwater Biathion

Slated for

'96 Olympics

by Jonathan Katz

The Nationd Olympic Committee
hasannounced that it will include
whitewater biathlonas ademonstra-
tionsport inthe 1996 Summer Olym-
pics. Raceswill bestaged at theda-
lom course on the OcoeeRiver. Pad-
dlerswill competein men's and
women'sGl, K-1 and OC-1. Mixed
doubleteams (1 mar/1 woman,inan
0-2) will also bedigible. Theeventis
made possible by a $250,000 grant
from Smith and Wesson, which will
also supply equipment.

Whitewater biathlon originatedin
Arkansasand evolved rapidly in Ken+
tucky and Wes Virginia Itspopular-
ity grew exponentialy asaresult of
the Colt .45 ChdlengeSerieslast sum-
mer; aseriessponsored by Colt, Indus-
tries, Inc., makersaof the AR-15and M-
16 sportingrifles, and by theG.
Heilman Brewing Company, bottler of
Coalt .45 Mdt Liquor. Thesecompa
niesunderwrote thethreeracesthat
were held on the Monroe Bridge sec-
tion of the Dearfid din M assachusetts,
the Russl Fork in Kentucky, and the
North Fork of the Payette in Idaho.

Dr. Theodore “Bam Bam'
McBride, whowill no doubt beaforce
to bereckonedwith at the Olympics,
won theMonroe Bridgeracewith a

time of 35:35; araw scoreof 37into 30,
and an adjusted time of 35:00 flat.

McBrideisconvinced that thein-
cluson of theeventinthe Olympics
will givewildwater biathloninterna:
tional recognition.

"Biathlon combinesthe best of
downriver racingand practical nar ks-
manship. It hasdonewondersfor my
eye-hand coordination, aswell as my
sidesurfing. Andit'sfunfor thewhole
family," McBridesaid, as heaccepted
the $5000 first prizeat the Monroe
Bridgecompetition.

"l love whitewater biathlonand
only wishit had beenaround when |
wasin ny fifties.

Wildwater biathl on contestants
racethe clock downriver on astag-
gereddart. Therearenogates. Tar-
getsconsist of beer bottlesfilledwith
ared solution, placedin clustersof
onetofive, positionedaongtheshore
and on midstreamboulders. Contes-
tantsareawared thetarget place-
mentsin advance, but they are often
difficult. Frequently targetsare posi-
tionedinthe midst of largerapids,
whereit isimpossibleto eddy out to
am

OntheDeafidd,forinstance,
threebottleshad to be hit onthefly in

thecrux of the Dragon's Tooth. Atthe
Russdll Fork thetoughest target place-
ment necessitated sidesurfing immedi-
ately above El Horrendoto makea hit.
Surprisingly, most contestantsinthese
races managed to " makethese kills”,
athoughit took an average of four
shotsfor eachtarget.

Whitewater biathlonpaddlersare
armed with standard S deamns... nine
millimeter automaticsin shoulder hol-
sters. They aredlottedalimited
amount to munition, 90 roundsin 6
cips. They must hitdl 30targetswith
thefewest shotspossible; a perfect
scoreis30out of 30. Each misscarries
ab5second pendty. Contestantswho
mss atarget completely or r un out off
muniti on aredisqualified.

Thoughsome contestantscarry
their guns intheir control hand, most
elect to reholster betweentarget
zones. The pistal istetheredto the
paddier's neck withasafety line.
Ammoisstashed in packetsin the
PFD. Rdoading requirestwo hands
and isdifficult.

With 100% accuracy a contestant
may beableto hitdl 30 targetswith
only onereload, but perfectmarks:
manshipisvirtudly unheardd anda
sngle missmandatesa second rel oad.
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Droppedclips, swept intotheriver, re-
ducefirepower and carry a 75 second
pendty. Jammed weaponscan be
cleared onthewater, but arecostlyin
termsof lost time.

Accordingto enthusiastsvirtudly
everyonewho trieswhitewater
biathlon becomesaddicted. Ken
Omaha, who won the Class5+ North
Fork Racein an open boat with an ad-
justedtimed 43:25 and a46into 30
shooting day, waxed ecstaticwhilere-
ceiving hisaward check

"Paddlingdown a big
river...blagting away... Hell, it's better
then sex! Onmy second roll in Jacob's
Ladder | came upfirirg and had twoin
thered before my head brokethe sur-
fecel"

Thetargetingon the Ocoeeisex-
pected totest thelimitsdf thesport.

Boaterswill haveto kill fivetargets"on

thewing" while running Broken Nose,
and blow away another fivewhileside
surfing Hell Hole. 0G 2 mixed teams

generaly have an advantage sincethe

lighter, femalebow paddiersusudly
do theshooting.

“No way ishe getting
behind mewith agun!" says
Becky Oakley, who
competesin the OC-2
divison with her husband
Paul. Becky isa deadly one
handed shot, who popped 30
bottleswith 33 shotson the

Deerfield.

Itisexpectedthat at |east fifteen
countrieswill competein thetwo day
long Olympic demonstration onthe
Ocoege, with the Cambodiansand
Bosnians being favored.

Smith and Wessonwill be supply-
ing the 9 mm automati c weaponsfor
the Olympic event. Budweiser and
Heinekenare bidding for the beer con-
on and theexclusiveright to sup-

Wildamess K ayak Expeditions
Hy-Insand Day Trips
mtaslnstrudlon

Reft Supported Trips

WHITEWATER QUTFITTERS

907-349-4588

3732 Encore Circle
AK 99507

ply targets. The American RifleAsso-
ciationiscontributing heavily tothe
deve opmentfund and lobbying exten-
svdy for liveTV coverage.

"Were delighted to hel p sponsor
th's event," said ARA representative
| Bud"Bubba' Cracker. "TheOcoeeis
the most dangeroussmall riverin
America Lad year threepeoplewere
shot out there. If wecanteachboaters
to paddlesafdy withfirearms, we can
makethe country abetter placetolive
in. And, wecanhelpfosterthi s new
sport, onewhich everyoneshould get
areal bang out of. Ow mottois '‘An
armed paddlerisasafepaddier!™

Of course, wildwater biathlonis
dill adangeroussport, amost as risky
as paddlingwithout agun. Fortu-
| nately,the only casualty sofar has
been competltorWIllam Nedy, who
| shot himsdlf in thefoot on acompeti-
tiononthe Narrowsd the Green.

Find detail sregarding the qualify-
ing roundsand mandatory drug testing

program (for reds, ‘roids and crack)
for the Olympicevent will be pub-
lished soon.

Meanwhile,interest isincreasingin
anew variant of thesport knownas
the Reverse Biathlon. Inth's event
teamsdf two paddlerstaketurnsrun-
ning theriver. Firstthemembersof
the Blueteam paddle while the Red
Teamshootsat them from shore.
Then theteamsswitch roles. Scoring
iscomplex, with pointsawardedfor
hitting paddlersand boats, while pen-
alty pointsareaddedfor eachhita
teamsustains. In ReverseBiathlon
paintball gunsare used instead of redl
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Mike Hipsher (NOC)
50' Oceana Falls




unning whitefor just over
two milesin Northeastern
Georgia, the Gorge dropped
650 feetinthefirst haf mile, overwa
terfallssuch asTempesta (76 ft.), Hur-
ricane (96ft.), Oceana (50 ft.), and
Bridd Val (17ft.). Withthe assistance
of numeroussidefalsdropping over
1000feet into the Gorge, fallssuch as
Caledonia, Stairway, Ribbon,
Hawthorne, and Vandevere, the
Talulah River ran an averaged 600 cu-
bicfeet per second. Accordingto early
vigitorsit could be heard from over a
mileaway.

Thevolumeand intensity of the
river waswell respected by the original
inhabitantsof the Tdlulah area, the
Cherokee, who created many myths
about the Gorge. Little people, Yunwi
Tsundi, weresaid to livein crevices
and cavesdeepinthegorgeandin
grottoesunder thewaterfalls(caled
Ugunyl). Whitewater boatershave, on
numerousoccasi onsand on various
rivers,clamed to haveseentheseor
similar creatures, usually snagging
paddies!

From 1882, and the completion of
therailroad, to 1913, the enormous
popularity of the natural wondersof
th s gorgedlowedthetown of Tallulah
Fallstogrow into onedf thelargest
tourist attractionsin the Southeast. At
itspesk, therewere seventeenhotels
and boarding housesin and around
town, thelargest, Cliff House, had
roomfor 300 guests. In 1877, it isesti-
mated that 1,800visitorsmadethetrip
tothefdls.

Unfortunately for the Tdlulah, the
beginningaf thi s centuryalsosignaled
the beginning of theindustrial revolu-
tionand hydropower developmentin
the United States. The TallulahGorge,
aswell asmany other riversacrossthe
country, fell victim to an agewhenthe
beauty of naturewas often overshad-
owed by the power of man. In Septem-
ber 1913, in order to providethe ex-
panding city of Atlantawith light and
power, 18,000horsepower of €l ectric-
ity wassent fromthe Tallulah Falls
dam and theriver ran no more.

Aswith most of thedamsbuilt dur-
ingthi s time, GeorgiaPower's Tdlulah

dam was considered a technol ogical
wonder. The Tdlulah project had suc-
ceeded in blasting a 6,666foot tunnel
through solid rock and divertingthe
entireriver to create, at thetimedf its
congtruction, the plant with the high-
est head (drop) east of the Rocky
Mountains. Atthi s time Talulah Fals
dam wasthe biggest power develop-
ment in America,with theexception
o Niagara Fallsand the Keokuk on
the upper Missssppi.

Whileindustrid development and
energy production provided society
with growth and improvementsiit did
not comewithout cost. Today we real-
izethe negativeeffectsdf thi s growth;
hydropower on rivers, steel produc-
tiononair quality, strip miningon our
landscape, and overgrazing. Inthe
early 1900’s, the costswere not asvis-
ible. However,eventhen, while At-
lantawasflourishingwith power from
theTdlulah River, thetown of
TdlulahFallswasrapidly declining

Mike Hipsher (NOC)
below 96' Hurricane Falls

fromthelossaf itsnatural resources.

In time, the growing need for power
harnessed theremaining power of the
Tdlulahand Tugdorivers (formed by
the confluenced the Tallulah and
Chattooga). Today, fully six dams
{(Burfen, Nacoochee, Mathis, Tdlulah
and Tugdo, also thetakeout for Sec-
tion4 of the Wild and Scenic
Chattooga) impact theflow and scenic
beauty of thisarea.

Today,the Talulah Gorge,
Georgiadsdeepest river canyon,isdry.
Only about 5cfs., or leakage, residesin
the Gorge. The only fishareafew pool
locked species. Vay few peoplecome
toseethi s oncegreat natural attrac-
tion, and evenfewer cometo experi-
enceitfirst hand. Besidesbeing
robbed o itsflow,theTdlulah Gorge
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On December 18,1991, Georgia
Power filedfor anew licensefor their
North GeorgiaProject (which includes
dl six listed damsincluding Talulah).
In February of thefollowingyear, the
American Whitewater Affiliation
(AWA) requested, with the Federa En-
ergy Regulatory Commission, that ad-
ditional studiesbe performed to deter-
minethe ecologica and recreational
vauespresent inthe Tdlulah Gorge. In
November of 1992, the ANA met with
GeorgiaPower, and state and federal
agencies, on how to best carry out the
recreational sectionsaf thesestudies.
OnJanuary 7,1993, American Rivers,
Georgia Canoeing Association, Atlanta
Whitewater Club, and AmericaOut-
doorsjoinedthe ANA inamationto
intervenein the North GeorgiaProject
andinthefutureodf the TdlulahGorge.

Throughthi s process, these organi-

Jerry Jascomb
Atlanta W.W. Club

hasal so been legally closed to the pub-
lic dueto concernsover sefety, liabil-
ity, and endangered species(Trillium
persistens).

Thetown o Talulah Falls, just off
U.S. Highway 23and 441, and South of
the North Carolinaling, now hasa
population of approximately 142, and
thelocal counties of Rabun and
Habershamare amongthe poorest in
Georgialn ruinstoday, the Glenbrook
Cottageistheonly hotd ill sanding
from Tallulah'sresort era

However, nature,through time, and
thosemost affected by itstreasures,
through patience and/or persistence,
haveaway o regainingtheir lost
strength and glory. Inthecase of the
Tdlulah Gorge, there now exists a
once-in-alifetimeopportunity to re-
store much o the scenic, environmen-
ta and recreational potential of this
area, and in so doing, perhapshelp re-
storethe economic healthof this re-
gion also.
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zations hopeto successfully protect
the non-powervaluesdf theTallulah
River. Includedinthisistherestora
tion of flow, bothfor whitewater rec-
reation and asa daily minimum for
aesthetics, fish habitat and ecologica
balance; development of asystemwide
planfor the Tdlulahwatershed (which
looksat managing dl six damsto ben-
efit theriver anditsuse); and guaran-
teed public accessto the gorgefor rec-
reation.

Both bureaucraticred-tapeand
short timeframesfor publicparticipa-
tion have kept thisprocessasalittle
known opportunity. In Georgig, these
issues, combined with a uniquepoliti-
cal climate, haskept al but recre-
ational interests from signing“on the
dotted lin€". Fortunately, whitewater
boatersand hydropower developers
usualy look for similar characteristics
in rivers- gradient and speed - and so,
for once, boaterswereahead of the
curveonth s issue. With remarkable
resultssofar!

On Wedneday May 26th and Thurs-
day May 27th, the AWA requested
whitewater studieswere conductedin
the Gorge. For thefirst timesince
1913, the TdAlulah River wasrestored
for afew hoursto itsoriginal gran-
deur. Ten boaters, representing each
o theintervening parties, wereableto
makethefirst "officd" whitewater de-
scent o theriver.

TheTdlulah proved to beanin-
credibly fantasticwhitewater run. De
scribed by the Atlanta Constitution as
a"l8milestretchd amost non-stop
falls, cascades, and shoal s',the
Talulah provided continuousClassIV
entertainment, capped by ClassV
Oceana Fdls, arunnable 0 foot wa
terfall. While short in length, the
Tallulah provided play spot after play
spot in anincredibly beautiful setting.
Accordingto John Bdl of theAtlanta

Whitewater Club "the Td lulah packs
more quality whitewater per mile,t han

{| any river | have boated."”

Nolan Whitesell, representing the
public"at large’ commented that “I

{-don't know of any more beautiful,

challenging whitewaterr un than what
weve beenon — inthe Eag”.

On Wedneday, amid full mediaat-
tention frommgjor local TV stations
and newspapersout of Atlanta, boat-

| ersecarried their boatsdown

Wallendas Wak (600 feetin lesst han
hd f amile) tothetop of Bridd Vel
Fals, known localy asSiding Rock,
and bushwacked to the base of Hurri-
cane Fdls(considered by most to be
un-runnable at present). For thefirs
run down to the Tallulah powerhouse,
theriver wasat 427 cfs.

After lunch, thisscenariowasre-
peated at 751 cfs., considered by many
to bethe optimum leve studyied. But
at this timetheparticipants were able
to accessanarrow trail whichran di-
rectly from Talulah Park to the base
of Hurricane, This isthe routeof
choicefor boaters, asit eliminates
Walendas Wdk and the carry up-
river. However, thisis privately owned
and not under Georgia Power'slicense
agreement. It remains to beseenif this
accessroute can be opened either
throughtherelicensing processor pri-
vate negotiation. On Thursday, a third
run at 513 cfs. was conducted.

TherunaboveHurricane Fallswas

| not withinthe scopedf thi s study. This
- area, which would offer another short
i-section of whitewater, including
i-Ledore and TempestaFalls, the water-
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fal wasmadefamousin 1972 during
thefilming o "Deliverance”.

Overdl,theTdlulahoffersatrue
wildernessexperiencefor the ad-
vanced boater. Besidesthe"rush" of
running, and re-running (or thinking of
running) Oceana Falls, boaterscan
easily spend the day dropping over 17
foot Brida Vell, or playingin any of
the numeroussurfingspotsonthi s
run. Inthelower quarter of thi s run,
boatersenter into one of the most
beautiful river panoramasanywhere.
Againg a right bank turn, the Tallulah
hascut out a 1500foot natural area
calledthe Amphithesater, a natural
bowl that, during local showers, hosts
numerousribbonsd fals. Inthe
middledf althi s splendor, isaspot
named the"Rodeo Hal€'. Surfing,
blasting, and ageneral good timecan
behad here. And, when executingone
of your better moves(or blunders),
you can also heretheroar of the spec-
tatorsin nature'sarena

A specia note needsto be made
about OceanaFalls- this isone " awe-
some” rapid. Similar to other dropsin
thegorge, Oceanaisalong sloping
drop over asmoothledge. Butitis
BIG A 50foot drop and running 150 to
200foot inlength. Running Oceanaisa
lot like running other waterfals, its
easy todo, just paddieover the edge.
But three quartersd theway down it
getsinteresting. Stretchingfrom right
toleft isan upthrust ledge (upstream
ismoreaccurate, apainful view with
no water astheledgeisabout head
high to a boater) which funnels most
of thewater left into what John Bdll, of
the GA. Canoeing Association, de-
scribesas"the Thing".

TheThingisanincredible
roostertail/wave that pulses12to 15
footintheair, andisequaly wide.
Boaters, including open boats, actually
disappearintothi s explosionof water,
braceoff thetip of theledge, and blast
out theleft side- directly into the huge
holeat the base of thefalls. Fortu-
nately, if you have managed to reach
the bottom in one piece you are mov-
ing so fast that the hole seemsincon-
sequential, at least during the study.

O course, most rapidsoffeer sev-
eral possibleroutes; thisapproachis
just the onetaken by most of the pad-
diers. AWA’s Kent Wigington also ran

| the center route. Thisroutedropsyou
35foot through trees, into the edge of
the upthrust ledge. Thisledgethen
providesa"dynamicsurf (stagel€ft),
andintothefar sidedf the Thing. At
thi s point you are dropped another 15
foot intothe hole. Giventhetreesand
the bodieslimited ability to immedi-
ately surf left afterthi s drop, I'd give
thi s routeagood ClassVI rating. Not
for thefaint hearted!

Thereisno doubtin the mindsof
thosewhoranthisgorge, that it offers
afantasticwhitewater run. Thegoad is
to get scheduled rel easeseach year,
perhapsin mid-summer when nothing
elseisrunning. At times, the problems
encounteredin reachingthi s goa
seeminsurmountable. |t wasincred-
ibleto read thelocal newsstories,
GeorgiaDept. of Natural Resources
(DNR) reports, and GeorgiaPower's
comments, each of whichstated that
thi s runwassuitableonly for asmall
group of expert boaters. Nothing could

| have beenfurther from thetruth. If re-
| leasesare provided under a new li-
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TALLULAH!

cense, hundredsof advanced and ex-
pert boaterswould participateat each
release.

Asthis articleiswritten, two
monthsafterthi s release, weare begin-
ning to understand the true successof
thi s effort. First, getting Georgia Power
to providetest releaseswasa big suc-
cessinitsdf, and boatersnow know
therea vaued theTdlulah Gorge.

But thereal beauty and successis
that now everyoneknowsthevaue of
thi s outstanding area Sincethere-
|ease, conservation groupsthroughout
thestate are attemptingto becomea
part of thi s license proceeding. DNR,
origindly opposedto any releasedt
water, isnow talking about a i ni num
flow of upto 100 cfs. daily, with 400to
600 cfs. on holidays Unfortunately,
they are dill adamantly opposed to
whitewater boating. The Nationa Park
Servicehasalsoweighedinontheim-
portanced the Gorgefor recreation.
Findly,theloca residentsdf thearea,
who have been trying to restorethe
water for many years, now seethe
prospect of the return of tourism.

Asboaterscontinueto seek future
releases, both on the Tdlulah and at
other sites, each of thesefactorswiill
play animportant part. There will al-
waysbethoseopposed to any use of
thisarea, but othersare recognizing
that ashort but critical opportunity ex-
iststorestorethi s river. Intheend,thi s
recognition, and the partnerships
whichwiill evolve, isgood newsfor
anyonewho spendstimeon thewater.

THUMBNAIL HISTORY OF
RELICENSING ON THE
TALLULAH

Howthi s relicensing opportunity
cameabout ontheTallulahisalso
rootedin history. The conservation
movement issometimesconsidereda
recent phenomenon, but there have d-
way's been those who looked ahead or
looked at thelarger picturein man's
development. To providereference,

Y dlowstone Nationa Park wasestab-
lished in 1872, the Y csemite Act
passed in 1890, and in 1901, the city of
San Francisco appliedfor permission
to dam Hetch Hetchy.

In Georgia, asa precursorto
today's grassroots environmental con-
cerns, amovement was begun in 1900
to makeTdlulah Fallsinto anational
park. The Talulah Falls Conservation
Society attemptedto enlist the sup-
port of then President Taft,and
mounted alarge publicity and legd
campaignto savetheFdls. Infact, the
movement to protect the Tdlulah
startedfromafear thatthis river
would sharethesamefate as Niagara
Fals. Effortswere madeto tiethe
Tdlulah movement to the campaignto
save Niagara Falls.

Whilethi s effort failed, the plight of
theTdlulah River,and thelarger pic-
ture d river development,beganto
striketheright cordsat certain higher
levelsaf influence.

Im 152400, the Federal Water Poswer
Act. renamed the Federal Poweer Act i
1935, wasestablished by Congresst
reduceadministrativeconfusionin
planning and regulating hydropower
sites. Whileth's waslargely an attempt
to encouragehydro devel opment,
many of the proponentsaf thi s legida
tion, such as President Theodore
Roosavdt and Gifford Pinchot, saw
theneed to provideboth alicense
termwhich would allow a generousre-
turn oninvestment for devel opers, and
providealong-termmethod to reevau-
atetheneedsd the publicinterest and
guaranteethe public'scontrol over the
used their rivers.

Congressresolved these conflicting
objectivesby authorizingthe Federd

1-Energy Regulatory Commissionto is

sue private developer licenseswitha
maximum lifedf S years. IN 1962, ale-
gd case (Androscoggin Case) madein
clear that al projectson navigablewa
tersmugt belicensed. The Commis
sion ruled that the modern definition
o navigability,log-driving and rafting,
only began in 1943, and determined to
grant 50 year licensesfor all pre-1935
(the changeto the Federal Power Act)
projectsfromthelast day of that yeer.
Fifty yearsfrom 1943is1993, and so
today, over 150 licenses,such as
Tdlulah Falls, haveexpired and are
seeking new licensesfor thefuture.
Throughthese effortsand deci-
sions, the public now hasashort,
oncein-alifetimeopportunity to get
involved in restoringtheseriversand
their use. Many havehad no flowsfor
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many years(no water meansno recre-
ation, nofish, littlewildlife, and limited
biodiversity),and most have beenlocked
away fromthe public.

Now isthetimeto get involved. Peek
into those canyonsyou have alwayswon-
dered about, crawl under that fence, or
simply talk to the dam managers. Get a
project number and call the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commissionin DC. (202)
208-0200. Withthi s project number you
can track down the project manager, and
find out thestatusd thelicenseand how
you can participate.

Fopr thoseinterestedin additional in-
formationabout the Tallulah area, the
AWA recommends The Life & Times ¢
Tallulah...The Falls, The Gorge, The
Town, by John Saye. Much of the histori-
cal factscontainedinthi s articlewasdi-
rectly provided by t hi s booklet.ll

Left: Bill Hester
Bottom: Nolan Whitesell

TALLULAH WHITEWATER
PARTICIPANTS

Rich Bowers, AWA and study co-

ordinator.
Boatingmembers:

Jim Silavent, GeorgiaCanoeing
Association

Mark Levine, GeorgiaCanoeing
Association

John Béll, GeorgiaCanoeingAs-
sociation

CharlesBrewer, Atlanta
Whitewater Club

Jerry Jascomb, Atlanta
Whitewater Club

Ron Stewart, AWA Regiond Co-
ordinator

Kent Wigington, AWA

Nolan Whitesdll,"Publicat
large”

MikeHipsher, NOC

Bill Hester, NOC

Walter Lynch, GeorgiaPower
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404-3255330 Atanta weskcys
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2362P Dresden Lhive, NE; Atlanta, GA 30341
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, AKX FOR OUR KAYAKING CLINIC FLYER

CALL US TODAY !

(717) 443-9532

— LEARN WITH THE PROS =

Our Whitewater Kayak School consists of
a two-day basic clinic. (Further instruct-
ions by special arrangements). ACA cert-
ified instructors, classroom sessions,
whitewater movies, equipment, shuttles,
wet suits, and plenty of river fun are all

Beginners start on still water, learning
basic skils and paddling techniques.
The second day s on easy whitewater.

WHITEWATER CHALLANGERS GUIDE SCHOOL
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Is No Pic-A-Nic, Boo Boo...
A YELLOWSTONE ADVENTURE

by Markus Whiting

g
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Editorsnote:

Yellowstone.

Thename conjures up images o
jagged mountains, wild, roaming
animals, wondrous thermal features
and... d course.. Yogi Bear. Buttoa
handful of hard corewestern
kayakers thereisalot moreto
Yellowstone than meetstheeye. For
theseindividual s the name
Yellowstone €licitsan almost mystical
sense d intrigue.

It seemsthereisa river flowing
throught the park.. Thosewho claim
to have paddled thisriver... the
Yellowstone... maintainthatitisas
exceptionally difficult asit i s spec-
tacular. But thereisno question
about onething. Paddling theriver
within the park boundariesis quite
illegal.

Thefollowing account of an expe-
dition on the Yellowstonemay or may
not betrue. We suspect that it is, but
you decide for yourself.

I nany casethe author, who re-
mainsanonymous, assured usinhis
cover letter that all of the names have
been changed... to protect thoseinno-
cent at heart, but guilty by law.
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e
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FORBIDDEN FRUIT

For about adecadel had been
hearing hair raising storiesabout the
secluded Y elowstone River, which
flowsthrough the heart of thetwo mil-
lionacre Nationd Park Thesection of
theriverin question started a bit be-
low the massivefalsin the Grand Can-
yondf theYdlowstoneand ended at
the park’s northern boundary. Rumor
hadit that therunwassolid ClassV, a
real adventure. Itwasno rumor that
runningit wasvery illegd.

Unfortunately for aquaholics, the
National Park Servicehad a policy of
"Noriver runningin thepark”. They
offered many reasons;foremost
amongthem wasthe need to keepthe
park " prigtine*. Ironically, upstream
ontheY dlowstonel gke motor boats,

A YELLOWSTONE ADVENTURE
- ]

yachtsjet skis and sail boardsfilled
thesenseswith commotion. RVs,
campers,trailersand poodleswithfat
ladiesin tow crowded the shordline.

But downstreamtheriver had
been, for themost part, untouched by
humanity, and, of course, most consci-
entiouspeopl e, including mysdif,
wanted to preserveit asalow impact
area However,theideathat river
would be decimated by afew kayakers
drifting down it every year seemed to
meabit far fetched.

My interestin theY elowstonecon-
tinued to grow over the years, but the

Left: The Yellowstone
Gorge: Forbidden Fruit

fear of afelony convictionawayscon-
vinced meto boat elsewhere. | geuss
not al kayakers are born to be out-
laws.

Nonethel ess,a compl ete dissol u-
tiondf my moral turpitudeoccurred
when Ray Piskadson called to an-
nouncethat Thomas Charlesonwas
willingto "guide* usdownthe
Ydlowstone.

Havingr un theriver adozentimes
without capture, Thomaswasgener-
dly consideredto bethe Y dlowstone
River Guru. Withthisin mind, Ray
and | bowed to temptation and started
to makeclandestine plans.

Asweslinked intothe park under
the cover of darkness, Thomasregaled
uswith thelegal ramificationsof our
intended adventure. Threeof hisJack-
son Hole buddieshad been the most
recent miscreantscaught doing theil-
legal aquatic act. They wereforcedto

Bt e ==
(203) 6726365 NEEs Ll
U.S.Rt. 7, Box 302 kS accrgg—
West Cornwall, CT 06796 SORIES
— Dry QUi ts (Stohlquist, Bermudes)
— Polypropylene Tops and Bot t ons SALES
— Paddlesby Mitchdl, Prijon, Backlund, RENTALS
and Wenonah
— Boatsby Prijon, Per ception, Wenonah, and INSTRUCTION
Mad River
— Pogies, Paddle Jacket s, and P.F.D's
— Pile Sweatersand Pants HOURS:

Weekdays 105, 3t. & 3un. 9-6

10% DO scount to dl HACKS, FRC, and CCRA members.

Closed Tuesdays
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A YELLOWSTONE ADVENTURE

The judicious route

CHATTOOGA
WHITEWATER
SHOP

(803) 647-9083

invites you to come experience the National Wild
and Scenic Chattooga River. We are a licensed
professional outfitter and offer a complete selec-
tion of paddling equipment and services. We are
open seven days a week April through October
and on weekends all winter.

Hwy. 76  Box 147
Long Creek, S.C. 29658

abort ther un, carry their boatsfour
miles, fined $250 each, spentanightin
jal, and, worst of all, had d| their
whitewater gear impounded.
| started to have seriousmisgivings

and | couldtell that Ray washaving
themtoo. Charlesonthentold usthe
taledf awdl known kayak rep who
turned himsdf inwhileonthe

Y dlowstoneto report an accomplice's
injury and to request ahelicopterres
cue. Bothwere subsequently con-
victed and ordered never to return.

But, being an adventurouskind of

guy, or maybejust adow learner, the
boat rep did return... thevery next sea-
son. Asfatewould haveit, aback
country ranger spotted our heroand
ordered him to pull over to shore.
Knowing that asecond capture would
have unpleasant consequences,he de-
cidedto makerunforit. Asmightbe
expected, armed officerswerewaiting
for him at thetake out and soon he
was hand cuffed and on hisway tothe

ey.

At about thistime Ray and | were
convincedthat runningthe
Y ellowstonewas not appropriatefor
rational, respectableriver runners. We
figuredit probably wasn't appropriate
for useither, but that wasn't the poirt.

| wasn't about to bethe oneto
back away fromthe challenge;l fig-
ured | would let Ray chickenoutfirg,
then | could begrudgingly agreeto turn
around and go homewith him. Little
did I know that Ray wassecretly wait-
ingfor meto throw inthetowel.
Henceneither oned usspokeupto
expressour concerns. Meanwhile,
Thomascontinued hislitany of horror
storiesaswe continued on our way.

Aword about Thomasisin order.
Hewasrenowned for hisepic adven-
tures. Simpleday tripshad reputedly
been transformedinto survival epics
that comparedwith the exploitsd the
Donner Party. A wholechapterin
Taesd Terror could reportedly have
been dedicatedto our fearlessguide
and leader, ThomasCharleson.

About thirty milesfromthe putin,
Thomasnavigated our vehicleinto the
Y dlowstoneemployee housing area,
whereheinformed us, we would be
daying. Onthefloor o thecabind a
ranger friend's cabin,nolessl This
sounded to melikedeegpingwith the
banker'swifethe night beforea heist,
but like teenagersbowingto peer pres-
sure, Ray and | acquiesced.
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A YELLOWSTONE ADVENTURE

WAKE UP CALL

Weclimbedinto our bagsat 11
p.m. and set our wrist watchalarmsfor
3:30am. Theplanwastoget somes eep,
then be up and on the river, hdf way
throughthesixteen miler un, beforethe
rangersawakened fromtheir dumbers.

But, asllieonthat floor, contem-
plating my futurelife behind bars, |
heard the 12 o'clock beep. Theland 2
am. beepsseemed tofollow not long
thereafter.

"Ray! Areyou awake?'| whis-
pered.
“Uh huh,” camethereply. "What
thehell arewedoingths for?!

Alongsilencefollowed.

"Becauseweredly haveto," | said.

Ray sighed," | know... weredly do
oweitto oursaves.

All too soonthe 330 alarm
sounded, waking Thomaswith agart,
but merdly annoying Ray and mysdif,
for wewerestill wideawake. Wequi-
etly climbed into the car and stole
avay.
At thedark putintheY dlowstone
wasmysteriousand intimidating. A
steamy mist rosefrom the surface of
thewater intothe cold night air. Tho-
mas pointed out that thewater wasat
anunusudly highlevd. By 5am. we
weretackling big, classIV rapids. Al-
thoughtheday wasjust dawning, |
wasalready exhaustedand | knew that
Ray felt just aslousy.

Severa milesinto the runthe can-
yon wallsbegan to tower above usand
thegradient increased. Thiscreated
extremely bigand violent drops.

Inaninnocuousplacethefast
moving water dammed Ray ontoa
rock just under thefoamy surface. He
wasimmediately pinned, the water
bent both the bow and thestem o his
boat downward. Astheboatfolded, it
trapped Ray'slegs, creatinga grave
dtuation. With a mighty drawstroke
Ray pulled himsdf off the potentialy
lethal rock and back into theflow.

We eddied out to regroupandin-
spectthe damage. Ray wasokay, but
hisboat waspretzelized. Hefaceda
difficult decision,to attempt there-
maining 21 milesof difficult
whitewaterin adamaged boat, or to
walk five milesback tothecar. Ray
made the prudent choice, shouldered

E leader in whitewater instruction since 1972, MKC
offers highly personal instruction from Beginner to Expert
levels in both kayaking and open canoeing. Located on the
Madawaska River, we provide all the comforts of a vacation
resort. And better yet, our rivers are clean, warm and un-
“crowded. Weekend and 5-day courses.

Box 635 Barry's Bay Ontario KOJ 1BO
~Summer: (613)756-3620 Winter: (613)594-5268

MADAWAMKA KAMNU CENTRE
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A YELLOWSTONE ADVENTURE

hisboat, and started hiking,

Charleson and | continued on.
Withina quarter mile Hdl Roaring
Fork spilled morevolumeinto the
Y ellowstone, boostingit to around
6,000cfs. Therapidsbecameex-
tremely powerful, tossing our boats
aroundliketiny corks. About two
milesafter welost Ray, we came upon
ahorrificdrop which | choseto por-
tage. Now | liketothink that | have
the"right Suff'* asa boater, but at the
level wewere running, thedrop wasa
thundering class V1. Predictably, Tho-
masdecidedtogofor it.

| should haveseen the"Thomas
Factor" taking shape. Hafway through
the portage, | |ooked over my shoulder
to seeatiny Thomas, miniturized by
theimmensity of therapid, struggling
vaiantly toto stay online. Atthecriti-
cal last move, adeceivingly powerful
current shoved hi mtoward agiant
boulder which separated the good
(ClassV+) sidedf therapidfrom the
bad (ClassVI) sde.

For atimeThomasstalled there,
sidesurfingafifteen foot pillow, hop-
ingthat fatewould flush himinthe
right direction. He dug hispaddiehard
into thefoam and fought to reach the
favorableroute. Then hewasgone.

He had flushed down afar left
chuteintoavertical rock jumblewith
about 1,000cfs pumpingthroughiit.
Water gushed out from under the boul-
dersfifty feet below the spot where
Thomas had disappeared. Horrified, |
waited. And waited. Therewasabso-
lutely nothing | could doto help. After
45very long secondshiskayak ex-
ploded from avicioudy recyclinghole
at the bottom of the rapid. It rosefrom
thesurfacelikea breachingwhde. A
few secondslater Thomas poppedto
thesurfaceaswell. | could seethat he
wasshaken, but coherent.

But the river was not donewith
him yet. 1t sucked him back intothe
heinous pourover, where he
recirculated for ten more seconds.

| finished the portage and
scrambled back to theriver asquickly
aspossibleso that | might help. |
chased him through someeasy ClassV
water (soundslikea contradictionin
terms, doesn't it?) and caught him

The Yellowstone- running a bit on the high side

This cold winter
experience

hris Spelius created Expediciones
< : Chile to satisfy the adventure
paddler in himself. His international
paddling experience hes taught
him the recipe for an unforgettable white-
water vacation: "the best whitewater on
earth", the most comfortable base
campsa blend of rustic
outdoors combinedwith
luxuries, great food, unique
hassle-free logistics-with

weeks of exciting whitewater adventure.
The Triple Crown features the Rios Bio Bio,
Fuy, and Futaleufu. It is the ultimo Chile
paddling trip for expert kayakers who want
to spend 3 weeks touring Chile's best riven.
Our new video about the region's culture,
whitewater and our trips won 1st
place at this year's National
Whitewater Paddling Fim
Festivalin Kentucky. Send a
check for $15to receive this

lots of time on the river, exciting video. Give us acall
and incredible scenery. or write for info on this
Realize your dream season's trips and join us in

kayaking vacation by joining

Chile for the paddling
us for one, two or three

experience of a lifetime.

333 Earl's Road 1 Bryson City, NC 28713 ¢ 704/488-9082
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A YELLOWSTONE ADVENTURE

about ahalf miledownstream. He had
managedtodraghi s boat toshore. In
spited avery thoroughthrashing, he
wassurprisingly i ntact.

Unfortunately, hispaddie had been
losttotheriver. Welooked at each
other withthesamesick redlization;
Ray had been carrying the breakdown
paddieinhis boat.

After aquick assessment of our
situation,I sprinted downstream, hop-
ingto retrievethelost paddie. The
river widened, and now it consisted of
big, ralling classIV wavespunctuated
by an occasional hole. | strokedas
hard as| could for about four miles,
knowing very well that the successor
failured our expedition hinged upon
locating Thomass yellow bladed
paddie.

Directly abovethe ranger outpost,
about which Thomashad warned me, |
creptintoan eddy to hidefromthe au-
thorities. Having not spotted the
paddleand not wantingto be spotted
mysdlf, | decided to stay put and wait
for Thomes.

Whiledevouring a pre dawn break-

FOUR CORNERS
RIVER SPORTS

2

_Rf o lpu.l-?i_r" -'rl-l'ff

Boating at its Best in

Southwest Colorado

1-800-426-7637
Durango, Colorado

fast of an orangeand achocolate
Powerbar,] took inthe Y dlowstone
scenery. Only now did thestunning
beauty of my surroundingssink in.
Bird songsfilled thefreshar. There -
were no road scars, no powerlines, no
litter; just treesand mountai nsthat
never seemed to end... and, best of all,
theriver. Asl pondered thispristine
setting, my accompliceappeared,
dowly hand paddling downthe
Ydlowstone

Asheapproached,| could seethat
hewasshivering.

"Areyou dright?'l blurtedout. |
had, of course, assumed that hewould
wak downstream.

"I'm fine... just chilled," hereplied.
"l took two moreswims."

After Thomaswarmed up and
added afew morelayersd clothing,
we faced some seriousdecision mak-
ing. Wewerequiteliteraly up avery
big creek without a paddie.

Thefirst option wasobvious; to
carry our boatsseveral milestothe
highway. Thiswould resultin near
certainapprehension, not to mention

blisters. Thesecond optionwasto re-
mainontheriver, hand paddliethe
easy sections, and taketurnssoloing
thetough stuff withmy paddle. This
would definitely be more dangerous,
but theoddsaof an unfortunateen-
counter withthelaw would beless.
And so our decision was made.

AN ADVENTURE OF
His OWN

At about thetimethat we werede-
bating all of this, Ray experiencedan
adventured his own. Whiledowly
trudging back to the car he had come
acrosssevera large herdsdf deer and
dk nibblingonthelushgrass Ripe
blackberries wereeverywhere.
"Withal of thisto eat, it would bea
great placeto beabear," Ray observed
dlently.

At that exact moment, he glanced

acrossatiny meadow and spotteda
very large, very formidablegrizzly glar-

free mail order catalog

same day mail order service

full-line retail store

kayaks, canoes, accessories

catarafts, inflatables

whitewater races

« paddling school

* kids paddling program
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ingat him.

Ray frozeand stared back. The
bear did not budge. Ray decided to be
assertive, so he beat his paddleagainst
hisboat and yelled. The bear did not
haveaboat or paddle, but he wanted
to beassertivetoo, so hegrowled
back.

At that time Ray decided to alter
hisstrategy and to assumeasubmis-
siverole. Hequickly scrambledup the
nearesttree.

Luckily, the bear eventuallylostin-
terest in thisgameand wandered off.
After a respectabletime, Ray shim-
mied back downto theground from
his perch, picked up hisboat, and re-
sumed thetrek

CLOSE CALLS

Back ontheriver, Thomasand | si-
lently stolepast the rangers outpost as
thesun'sfirstrays broke over the hori-
zon. Almogt all of those apprehended
kayaking theriver had been nailed
here. Atany moment | expected some
green uniformed Dudley Dooright to
start ydlingand radioing usin. There
waseven the possibility that hewould
shoot at ud

"Thisisgoingto beit," | thought.
"I'mgoingtojail."

But absol utely nothing happened.
Wejust silently drifted by.

Not far below the outpost we en-
tered thesecond canyon. Oncewe
had entered the granitewalled gorge
wewere committed to finishingthe
run, irrespectivedf our ongoing paddlie
shortage. Throughoutths fivemile
canyonthe rapidswereimmense.

Thomasand | approached each
drop very ddiberately, ready to eddy
out at the meresuggestionthat a por-
tagemight bein order. Thomas
fierced up and was hand paddling
grongly. To add somedegreedt
safety, | stayed dightly ahead, sothat |
might determinewhat lie downstream
and to better beabletoassist himin
cased aswvim.

When weencounteredarapid
which could not be hand paddled, |
would boat on through, then carry the
paddleback to Thomas. Hewould
then run the rapid, legpfrog past me,
then bring the paddieback Usingthis
process, we negotiated somevery ex-
citing classV whitewater.

A YELLOWSTONE ADVENTURE

Fighting hard to stay on line on the turbulent Yellowstone

The Kayaker's Edge

Fast paced whitewater instructionvideo unlocks the secrets behind basic and advanced
stroke techniques, smooth surfing and sidesurfing, rolling and bracing. 58 min. New Release.
“The best general instructionvideoon themarket”  Outside Magazine

SOLO PLAYBOATING!

Inspiring instructional video packed with information for open canoeists. 43 Minutes.
“Entertaining.. Super job of presenting technical points. Nicely paced...fun to watch.”
CharlieWalbridge, Wildwater Designs
"Every intermediate who wants to improve their skills should watch this tape. Highly
informative and energetic approach to advanced boating technique.’
Bob Foote, Foote products

Available fmm your favorite whitewater store or send $33.95 to:
Kent Ford 160 Hideaway Road, Durango, CO 81301 303-259-1361
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A YELLOWSTONE ADVENTURE

Shot into the air like a wet bar of soap out of a clenched fist

Althought hi s techniqueworked, it
wasadangerousone. Theindividua
with the paddle was definitely on his
own, unableto count on any rescueas-
sistance.

Whilel wasinthemiddledf a
particularly gnarly set, Thomas paused
to shoot some pictures. A monstrous
wave broke over me, completely bury-
ing meand my boat. A secondlater
the buoyancy o my boat had itsway
and the kayak exploded from the wa
ter.

Thiswasno ordinary back ender! |
rocketedskyward likeawet bar of
soap gjected fromaclenchedfis. Th s
was big, wild st uff!

Soonwe encountered two more
dropswhichwere genuinebone crush-
ers; each required asubstantial por-
tage. Bothdf usagreedthat,if we
didn't wind upinjal, wewouldreturn
at lower water andrun all of therap-
ids.

Finally the gradient mdlowedto

the point wherewefelt comfortable
hanging on to oneanother and floating
cataryak stylethroughsome d the
drops. Welaughed as our boatsand
bodiesbashed df each other, aswe
spun about dumsily in theswirling
current.

Our adrendinelevelssubsided
oncewe knew we had survivedthe
heaviest o thewater and that wehad
reached a point wherewe could com-
fortably hand paddietherest o the
I un to Gardner, Montana.

Unfortunately, thetakeout wasin
apopulated area, crammed with tour-
ists, hikers, fishermanand... rangers.
Through thelast miletheriver was
dow andwide. All we could dowas
drift dongand try to be inconspicu-
ous. A few fishermenwaved and we
nervoudy waved back.

Oncewearrived at thetakeout,
wequickly scrambled up thehill,
stashed our kayaksand dippedinto
our street clothes.

Aswerelaxedontheroadside,
basking intheglory o having"done
somethingwrong” and gotten away
withit, wespotted aranger drivingour
way. Suddenly | wasn't gloatingany-
more; despair setin. Theranger fixed
hiseyeson usand thrust hisarm out
thewindow. Our heartsraced and our
palms beganto sweat.

"Damn," | muttered. "Weamost
pulledthi s off."

Then suddenly the ranger smiled,
gave usa big, warm "Havea nice day"
kind of wave, and droveright by!

Wewere homefree! We had suc-
cessfullytackledthe Y dlowstone,a
truly great river,and we weren't even
facinghard timel And, we had gener-
ated another great, colorful piledf B.S
to add to our book of Absolutely Ri-
diculous River Adventures.

What more could any self respect-
ing kayaker ask from amorning of

peddling?.
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ANODETO
LOCALHAIR

TacklingNew Hampshire's Fowler River

My nameisBill. My passioniswhitewater.
Thoreauoncesaid, "Natureismy mistress."
Hairismine.
But Hir Boatingisan ephemeral sport, |

nevid i subsiiiate durng thosetimestoo hot or too

il Cilbvers inomy position, and | know thereare
“mmany, chooseto prostitute themsalvesfiguratively by
nring aternativeactivitiessuch asskiing or dimb-

T T

ili 'ETFT&WESlIterdlydurl ngthe oft-

Top: Addicted to R oy
; .II'I (For a frank and disquicting account of this grow

hair Bottom: o '

Fowwvwwww....ler ! 11' -'i_lﬂnm-mll:m see my Fleld Notes From Urban-Halr
oo arrer [ 0 RN

ihe odds af Halr y . 3 Dthers while away the hoursin discotheques, pursu-
Jordan ; ant of whatever sexual diversionto which they may bein-

clined.

But me... | spend my down timewriting about rivers.
fact, over ihe venrs |'ve managed to overwhemthe

shelves of my study With thousandsof pagesdf inco-
erent Wh| te/vater babbl e Thedark,i mpenetrabl e

; But naovew, for the first dmee, | am determimed
SID rise above my past.. 1o produce not rvings and
g rantings, but o publicly sccessible script. | have
“hern gripped, perhapseven seized, by an ethicas
puwerful asawel spring. Consumed by the need
I share... to communicatewith othersof my
kinik... theecstacy of LOCAL HAIR!

I wasaroused early that morning by the
plarnor of thetelephone. Expectingmy course
st enthusi asticboating partner, Rich, | wassur-
prised to hear thevoice d Alzheimer, another of
my paddling buddies. He sounded concerned.

"Hélo, Bill? Something's wrong with Richl
Hi sayshe doesn't want to go boating!™
"Fear not, Alzheimer,"| replied
eonfidantly. "Hejust needsto hear that the
#mith i srunning threefeet.”

But, when | phoned Richand told
him thegood newsabout the Smith, he mut-
teredin an eeriemonatone, "Bill, | hatethe
Smith.”

| must tell you, dear reader, that the
uricharacteristic tonedf hisvoiceraisedthe




hadr on the back of my neck

Gamely 1 replied, "Well
hiow about the Swilt? Or per-
hagps the Contoocook™

The bark that emanated
from the receiver sent my
faithful dog Ephusscurry-
ing behindtheT.V.

ANODETOLOCAL HAIR

fime or another.
Tobecertaind my

"If | wanted my *—

P flaenosi=. | had to ask but

pulled, I'ddoit mysdf "
Richroared. "The

RN RS B

Contoocook sucksand

the Swift iseven worse

foritspretenseof

beauty! Ligento me,
andlistento megood. ’
We havegot to find someHaii, it s
better be nearby, because| ani a5 sick
to death of driving as I am of puudicliing
classd/4 riverd"

| pointed out, timidly, that the
Smithwas,inact ua i ty, acontinuous
class4run

"Continuousclass4 my ass," Rich
replied scornfully. "Itsonelong rapid
dl right,anditscalled Piss Rapid. Get
meHair, Bll, real Hair, or | swear it
Wl bethat demented excusefor adog
o yoursthat paysfor my wrath!"

Ephusclearly heard and under-
stoodths threat, for soon| noticed a
streaml et flowing from behind the
TV, imminently threatening one o my
favoriter ugs.

Asl pondered Rich'sdemandsl ab-
sent-mindedly dammed thevile efflu-

Your Paddlesports Supplier

via of Ephis
with ahandy piece
polypropylene. This wis a strange
turn of events. Ordinarily Richwasa
good naturedfdlow, and | redized
that the symptomshe was manifesting
could only bethose of aserious
boater'sLife Crisis. | had seenthisbe-
foreand you probably havetoo. Itin-
variably presentswith aboredomwith
onesusud rivers, lossd appetite, re-
fusal to travel and, of course, nihilism.
Many o our greatest Hair boatershave
sufferedfromsuch Life Crisesat one

"Rich, when wasthe
xs timeyou had a bowel
ot

~ "Threeweeksago-
Jusst Beforne we ran Swallow Falls
on the Top Y ough," he groaned.

[ let out a low whistle and

Ephus started to howl.

"Rich," | said, "l want youto
know that | understandwhat you
aregoing through. And thoughit may
offer little consol ation,thereare other
boaters out there going throughthe
samething. Thereisa medical proce-
durethat you could have. Bt... if you
arewillingto takeachance, thereisa
Hair Creek nearby that may be up. It's
got aname and itsnameisFowler.
TheMighty Fomer!"

Thus, faithful AWA reader, it was
theinexorableworkings of our pas-
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ANODETOLOCAL

Right: Snowmelt on the Fabulous
fowler. Right page: Ned Brown above
Sexual Telepathy on the Fowleri
Page 70: Phill the Drill, DMD. on the
Fowler

sionswhichled usto Newv
HampshireésMount Cardigan, the
sourced the Fowler. Ephusand|
steered an erratic path drivingup
from Alexandrial wascraning my
neck trying to gaugethewater levels
in the roadsidestreams, while Ephus
oscillated back and forth betweenthe
front seat windowsaf my pickup.

During theentirefifteenyearsthat
Ephusand | havespent together she
hasinsisted, with an intensity that mir-
rors her excitement,in pantingfor
breath on aternatesidesdf thefront
seat. Itisbyths unfortunatehabit that
Ephus hascometoincur the everlast-
INd scorn of Rich, aswdl asher nick-
name. But | must admit, onthat par-
ticular day, | wasmost certainly the
mogt excited beast in thetruck.

vy wied the Appalachian
Mouniain Club Hut, at thevery base of
Cardigan. Arriving at thegenerous
parking |ot we spotted Rich's Suburu,
but neither he nor Alzheimer were at
hand. Baldly | entered thelair of the
AMCers, an assemblagel've dways
viewed asspiritually akin to kayakers
because o theintensity o their pas
sion. | found them happily listening to
an environmental lecture— at 8am.
on aSaturday!

Like Darwin on the Canaries| con-
sideredt hi s epiphany,"Here, save sev-
era evolutionarygiant steps, goethl."
Among these AMC fanatics| felt like
Charlton Heston inthe Planet of the
Apes,isolatedinaworld populated
only by cruel and horrifying carica
turesdf mysdf.

| staggered out of their lair and set
off towardsthe Fowler. Degpin
thought, | almost bumpedinto my
erstwhile companions. Rich appeared
to beinastate of agitation.

"Har!" heroared, by way of saluta-
tion.

The spectacledf the Fowler that
day put usdl intoadither. Some

UROPEAN

KAYAK

TOUR-1994

Specially for the American
whitewater enthusiasts,KSE is
organizing a kayak adventure on
the most famous whitewater rivers
of Europe.This unmissable trip
tokes place over t wo weeks in June,
during which time we visit:

FRANCE
ITALY
SWITZERLAND
SLOVENIA
& AUSTRIA

For further information about this
unique opportunity contact:

Kano Ski Europe (KSE)
Hoofdstraat 202, 6024 AB Budel
The Netherlands

Tel: 0031 2521 11369 or
00-31 4950 18497
Fax: 00-31 4950 18462

v quitemad! Aswestood awe-

~ struck by the Fowler'smadrushto

eflatlands, we concludedthat it
reachedit's crest, lesst han ten

Fromtheput-inat the AMC
Lodgethe Fowler droped at 200
feet/mile for oneand a hdf miles.
Though primarily classIV,this
section contained two closaly
placed dides, Frequent Micturi-
,oms and Revisted, which approached
giass V| in difficulty whentheriver
wasinflood. Near theend of therun
lurked Welton Fals, invariablyaclass
VI. Thistwostaged, thirty fivefoot
falsplummeted into a beautiful tear
shaped grotto bounded by steep cliffs.

Onthat day we hastily domed our
whitewater gear and launched over
the snow banksinto a roadside poal.
Herethe Fowler wasbut eight feet
wide- Rich's proverbial Piss Creek- but
that would changequickly. Almostim-
mediately the Fowler dropped into an-
other creek of equal magnitude, then
roared off through a culvert under the
road.

Thebamy air of our sunny pool re-
ceded quickly aswe peeled out into
the current, experiencingthat familiar,
exhilaratingaccelerationof falingwa
ter. Enveloped by swirlingvapors, we
wereswallowed by the ominousdark-
nessaof theculvert, and then, just as
suddenly, weweregjectedinto the
dim bastion of the Upper Fowler. The
Fowler's steep bankswere covered
with evergreens; they raced by aswe
braced over pourovers, boofed log-
jamsand boat scouted congested
routes.

KEEL-HAULERS OUTFITTERS
~ -PERCEPTION-HYDRA-PRIJON-HARMONY-MOHAWK-~
~-YAKIMA-BODY GLOVE-BERMUDES-HELLY HANSEN-
-KOKATAT-SILVER CREEK-EXTRASPORT-SEDA-
-DISCOUNT PRICES - FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE-

-CALL OR WRITE FOR A FREE CATALOG-

30940 LORAIN RD. NORTH OLMSTEAD, OH 44070
(216) 779-4545
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Waves exploded and nar-
row chutesripewith pinning
potential materidized at our

very bows. Overhead a nar-

row ribbon dof blue sky mir- T - s _

rored our classIV descent. - - Sl sddle closdly with my

We squeezed our vessels at as| squeaked through
through slotslessthana thi- narrow entrancedot. |
meter wide, we clutched threw severd braces, firstas
ontofoliagein eddiesin opped onto adab of
adequateto offer true atile, thenas| crashedinto
refugefrom the magl- iefoul tempered holeat the
strom, weexecuted - ~trrminus o thedrop. Im-

wild maneuversto es- edin froth, | felt my mo-
capetheinfamous menturm dissipate. After an eter-
broach. nity . hack-endoed in dow mo-

We hammered i nto microeds
just upstream of ominoushorizons, i
then peered over our shouldersinto

thegloriousunknown. At placesthe laxedl thedeath gripon my paddle.
forest provided a compl ete canopy Raediantly, | gavetheokay signal to
over themamew Fowler. Wedidover  cut, thesecond- anasty hole. my friendsabove, followed by the
bedrock, plunged through holesand Alzheimer started toraiseobjections  threedigitsof my hand, raisingthe
zoomed along the mosscovered to Rich'sintentionto plungeon... mock conceit that Frequent Micturi-
banks. Wecrankedto theleft and Wasnit thisthevery placewheresome-  tionswasonly aclassl|. _
thentotheright, ferryingjustabove  onehad drownedduringahurricane? . Rich confidently hammered into
menacing drops. But Rich just dismissed hisconcerns ~ VIeW and | glimpsed the colorful hull

Soonwefound ourselvesat Fre- with asnort. of hiskayak as heboofed theinitial
quent Micturitionsand Revisited, the | ki jumped over theprdiminary ~ drop. Helanded onthedlide, then
hardest runnable rapidsonthe Fowler.  edgeintoasmall eddy, then peledout  Shot throughthe hole, careeningiinto
Each oneahundred feet long and toward the horizon, digning my theeddy wherel sat waiting.

twenty-fivefeet high, eachfeaturingits
ownbrandd peril: thefirst- an under-

Presents
. “‘-.W,_,;_‘ r
\.'_;,‘rj; e Whitewater Dancer I
y ,

Thisvideo hasit all! Underwater
rolls, the 89 Worlds, Rodeos,
Hotwave and hole surfing, Class
V wipeouts, Tunes by World
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nvolved. CLEAN UP A RIVER. HI-FI stereo 18 Min.

Highlights of the Grand Canyon '90 |
Get into The Grand Canyon. See the big drops and an
nnertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.
HI-F1 stereo 43 Min.
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Big Sgnd§ of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork and
. See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes.
Located 3 miles HI-Fl stereo 43 Min.
north Of .Summersw lle How to Modify a Sabre
on Phillips Run Road ATl you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic
nlayboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous
RI. 1. BOX 24 funes. HI-Fl stereo 49 Min.
SUMMERSVILLE, Wv 26651 To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order

Hor $19.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:

(We Shi P ) SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
12 Freedom Drive, Collinsville, CT 06022, 2031693-8750
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FOLANTIL 1 Pl e b s oma oy By ki Al

ANODETOLOCAL HAIR

“Fowwww...Jer,” hehowled, andl —
knew hisLifeCrisswasinresolu-
tion.

But, alasAIzhemerwasnot S0

eq ;
Wecouldalmostfeel hisagony as
hisknucklesscraped dong the bed-
rock wallsaof theinitia dot. He
cartwheel edin the hole acouple of
times, finally wasspat out, only i sl

just before he disappearedinto Revis-

ited. Fearingfor hissafety, | peeled
out in pursuit.

Soon | wasbracing off pillowsand
holes, strokingstrategicallyto weave
my way through the monster. | spot-
ted Al safedownstream as| emerged
from thefina hydraulicinto asoft
eddy. Richjoined meafew seconds
later.

Knowing that the worst was be-
hind us, we enjoyed amiled classIV
water before gpproachingthevertica
defileon river right which marksthe
portagearound one of the most seduc-
tive

classVI dropsl have ever seen...
Welton Fdls. Alas,adetailed descrip-
tiond thedlure of Welton liesbe-
yond thescoped thesmplemissve

And so, gentle AWA reader,
dreams cametruethat day onthe Up-
per Fowler. Truelove wasredized.

Beow Welton FallstheLower Sec-
tion of the Fowler began, dropping 100
feet/mile for fivemiles. Accessble
fromaroad viaaspur of theManning
Tral, the Lower Fowler liewaiting for
those not ready to chdlengetheU p

per.

Whilethe Upper Fowler wastight
and boulder congested, the Lower was
dl didesand bedrock. Theinitia seg-
ment, known asthe Tumescent Mile,
gradient 150 feet/mile, provedto be
the most difficult... ascaled down
ChatoogaSection1V.

Sexua Telepathyliejus 100 yards
below Welton Falls, wherethe creek
funneledinto a powerful locus o
crosscurrents. Immediatelythereef-
ter was Hair Jordan, the most memo-
rabledf thedropsinthe Turnescent
Mile Herethe Fowler poured over a
ledge, runnable on theright, dropping
into atight chuteflowing perpendicu-
larly to theleft. Asthi s chute opened,
theflow dlidestenfeetintoahole.

AsAlzheimer and | nervoudy
scouted Hair Jordan, Rich waxed do-
quent and ecstati c about theglory of
our spring Hairrun. And asAlzheimer

— hhm:;' t|rr1h'+ “iis

Inihmg ] [P N, ekl
sy, Rich did thesame, but in supplica-
tionto theriver.

"Oh Great Fowwwww....ler!” he
howled againand again. "Thiscreekis
sosweet. Fowwwww..ler!”

Rich was beginningto get on poor
Al'sfrayed nerves. Nat only had Al
beentrashed at Frequent Micturitions,
but he had broached at another spot,
necessitatinga rescueat the handsof
the beaming Rich.

Fortunately Hair Jordan wasthe
typed rapid, thrilling, but forgiving,
that could turn any day around. Weall
had cleanruns.

We paddledthrough Last Resort,a
dynamic didewith the potential to pin,
and out of the Tumescent Mile The
Fowler wasstill dropping, but the
tough stuff wasover. Westoppedat a
fivefoot ledgeto catch someendoes
and somerays. Then wefloated
throughsome classIII/IV rapids,
around some meanders, exchanging
pleasantriesand gloating.

Two milesbelow the bottom o Tu-
mescencewe waked Sphincter |nsuf-
ficiency,arapid with afina aperture
whichisa bit too garbled and under-
cut for my taste. It didn't matter. e
wereat peaceand wedidn't need it.
Even Rich had hisfill.

We|eaned back on our decksand
relaxed aswe bobbed dong. Beowa
set of power lineswe reachedthe
Fowler Gorge, thefird haf milesec-
tiondf whitewater that served asthe
dessert to the meet upstream. Play-
fully we challenged one another to
catch eddiesand to boof tiny drops.
And, al too soon, we reached thetake-
out, a bridge by the Fowler River
Bluffsdevelopment.

Aswestood by, idly watching the
ever dependable Alzheimer loading
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our boats, Rich belowed afinal
“Fowwwww...ler!"

Then, after amoment of deep
thought, he offered an interesting
proposition.

"Yau know, weshouldall chipin
and buy one o these dilapidated farm
houses. It could beahomebasefor an
outfit likethe AMC, only for Hair Boat-
ers. Maybethe state would even build
adamfor us, so that wecould have
outrageouspartieswith guaranteed
big water releaseson the Fowlerthe
next day."

“Alzheimer,” he continued, "you
could operate the dam and coordinate
theflows. Of course, we would haveto

flood theland upstream, and that
wouldincludethelair of the AMCers....
| supposethey mightturn meen... but
Ephus could guard our placefromin-
terlopers.”

Such wasthe whimsical nature of
our conversation at thetake-out, and
again, back at the put-in,whenwear-
rived to clam my car. Fortunately the
Upper Fowler had falentoan
unnavigablelevd, because, had it ill
been running,wewould, like Pavlov's
dogs, dl havelapsed into astate o agi-
tation again.

And so we parted company, Al and
Rich going one direction. while Ephus
and I headed another. Driving home

acrossthe plateau surrounding Cardi-
gan | hammered down hills, leaned
into my turnsand boofed over pot-
holes, barely managingto stay within
thewhite lines.

Intruth, my mind wasa ready
startingto ponder the Cascade Section
of the Fowler, located upstream of the
Upper Fowler, asection whichisru-
mored to drop at 500 feet/mile.

Editor'sNote: Bill isa Hair Boater
from Cambridge, Massachusetts. Some-
times he boatswith Rich and sometimes
with Alzheimer, but his dosest boating
companionisCraig Gunderson, from
whomheisinseparable..

CLOTHING FOR WATERSPORTS
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Whirlpool Drytop
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Nylon Pile

Kokatat
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Arcata, CA 95521
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Paddling Jackets

Polar Tek Pile

e ————
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In CA: 707-822-T621
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Paddling the

Exploring California’s
North Coast =~

By Howard Davidsorn

FPhotos by Howard: Davidsen
Lavmrenca Rosen and Pat Cudahy,
Cudaky Studios ' ]

Somewhere down at the battom of
the canyon, next o the river and beé-
nepth an enormous pile of rocks and |
boulders, lies Poco's car - or what's left
of it at any rate. It was a Tovota, a red
Tercel with a palr of kayuks and a
couple paddies Ued to the roal .

‘stashed ingide wors two drystiits, hals

mets, e fackets and assored offier
gear. Everything, the car and all its =
contents, is gone now, buried Beneath
the landslide. Peering down from the
road above, you can't see the slightest
hint of it; no flash of paint, no splin-

wh

tered blades, no erumpled bow pro- 0

truding from the rubble.

It's exactly as if the whole rig never
existed in the first place. At least that's
what Poeo's inSurance agent must
have been thinking when he refitsed to
cut a eheck. But who could really F
blame him? After all, this s the far
North Coast of Califgria, a land of
swift rivers and Tush mountalns, enor-
mious trees-and lonely, surf-pounded

beaches. Up here, in this beautifid -ad-
most dreamlike - landscape, people af<

ten find it difficult thseparate reality
from illusion

Now don't get me wrong, When I
say reality ean berather SH]TPEI}'hﬂE_!*-
abouts, I'm not making some sort of . |

clamdestine Alice in ‘l.'n:mn;!-eﬂarui-ﬁyb
druge referencs,




Though, admittedly,there arean
awful lot of counterculturetypes
around. You seethemfromtimeto
timewhen you're running shuttle, their
rainbow-paintedconverted school
busesemergingfromthefog like
ghostsfrom the Summer of Love.

But likel said, that's not redly my
point. What I'm tryingtogetatis
somethingabit
more..well...supernatural. It'saweird
kind of energy, asort of pulseif you
will, that boaterscanfed at certain
timesand placesin thisremote, mag-
nificentland. Sometimesthisenergy
staysquietly in the background, more
or lessmindingitsown business. But
other timesit manifestsitsalf inless
subtle- evenfrightening - ways.

| guesswhat I'm redly trying to say
isthat thefar North Coast ishaunted.

I know that may sound silly. But
come boating herefor aweek or two
and you might just end up agreeing
withme.

Firg off, you'll need to know just
exactly where"here" is. Whenyou get
achancesometime, refer to any map
or atlasof California Noticeall those
large, brown blobs, scattered about
likesomesort of blight? Thosearethe
mega-citiesof the most popul ousstate
inthe nation. There'sa huge one about
afourth of theway up from the Mexi-
can border. This, of course, istheLos
Angeesregion, a post-modern night-
mare, a vast, out-of- control urban
sprawl.

Now move north a couple hundred

milesto the next blob. Thisisthe San
Francisco Bay Areaand, though not
quiteasdenseastheLA. blob,itisa
blob nonethel ess(and, to make mat-
tersworse, one sprinkled generously
with chardonay-s pping, BMW-driving,
cellular phone-gabbingyuppies).

Now, finally, moveall the way
north, fromthe Oregon border down
the coast to Cape Mendocino and then
inland roughly aquarter of the way to-
wards Nevada You have just traced
the outlinesof avast rectangleand
youwill notethat it containsno brown
blobswhatsoever. Not one. What it
does have, onthe contrary, islotsand
lotsof bumpy green backgroundcriss-
crossed with a network of littleblue
lines.

And any whitewater paddler
knowswhat that means.

That'sright, there'sriversin these
mountains, and lots of them. Big
booming, wideopen rivers. Super-
steep, hyper-technical, boulder-choked
creeks. And everything in between. It's
awhitewater smorgasbordto satisfy
even the most voraci ousappetite.

And, aswith many al-you-can-eat
buffets, the biggest problemissimply
knowingwhereto start. Often, the
best adviceisto gowithwhateverisin
season. Inwintertime, that typically
meansthe Smith, a crisp, invigorating
treat only a handful of milesfromthe
seaIn spring, the Salmonisusualy
excellent, asarethe many other rivers
and creeksthat drain snowmelt from
theregion's higher, moreinland moun-

Califormia's Mok Coapst

tains. And in summer and fall, before
the annual rainsbegin, you should
head to thelargest watersheds, the
Klamath and Trinity, both of whichare
supplemented by regular damre-
leases.

With that basic planin mind, you're
ready to tacklethe wild North Coast -
providedit doesn't tackleyoufirst.
Make no mistake. Many of therivers
and creekshereare tough and demand
solid skills and judgement. Thewater's
cold, the rapidscontinuousand the
morechallenging runstendto bere-
mote, with littlechance of outsidehelp
-atleastfor alongtime.

But none of that should posetoo
much of a problemfor veteran boat-
ers. Redly, al that stuff isfairly rou-
tine, nothing you haven't seen before
in West Virginia, or Idaho or wherever
you're normal stompinggroundsmight
be. No, it's not theriversthemselves
that arelikely to proveyou're undoing.
It'sthe...shall we say...extracurricul ar
activities.

Areyou afraid of ghosts?Doyou
shiver at the thought of goblinsand
ghoulsand long-leggedy beasties and
thingsthat go bumpin the night?If so,
then youII defi nltelywant to stay away
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from certainpartsof the North Coast.

LikeBIuff Creek,for example.

Thisfrothy stream, atributary of
the Klamath, isone of the mostin-
tense stegp runson the North Coast, if
not anywhere. And it washere, onan
overcast spring day a number of years
ago, that apair o horse packersmade
adiscovery that changedtheir lives.

The pair had been headiig Uo
streamaongsidethe creek, using the
edgesd thestream-bed asa natural
trail intothewilderness. Thingswere
going well; thewildflowerswerein
bloomand the snow met wason, the
roar of the creek creatingasoothing
whitenoise, the kind that lulls you
intoatranquil,amost dreamlike,
state.

Andthenthey saw it. It wasa
largecreature, asbigasan NFL line-
man. And it washairy and naked and
loping acrossthefar sidedf ameadow
withalong, ganglingstride. No, it
wasn't araft guide, nor wasit some
overgrown hippie; thi s wasthe early
1960s, several years beforethe evolu-
tion of either of thoselifeforms.

It wasa Sasquatch.

Skeptics, o course, will havea
hard time believingthi s. Luckily, the
horse packershad a home moviecam-
erawith them and, after theirinitia
shock, they whippedit out and started
filming.

Today,some30 yearslater, noone
-not any o the many scientistsand
film expertswho have examined the
footage- hasbeen ableto proveita
fake. No oneredly knowswhat to
make of it. But every onceinawhile

someone el se- typically acamper or a
logger - will emergefrom these woods
shakenand ashenfaced. Or so thesto-
riesgo.

Tomy knowledge, none of the
handful of paddlerswho hasde-
scended BIuff Creek hasever spotted
a Sasguatch but, then again, how could
they?They've beenfar too busy smply
trying to stay dive.

Likethe Green Narrowsand other
cutting edge descents, Bluff Creek is
outrageoudlysteep, up to 400feet per
mile. But it isal so much more pushy
than most of itscounterparts. And, like
many salmon streams, it isnumbing.

Every spring, theseincredibl e fish
somehow battletheir way up the falls
and drops o BIluff Creek to the hatch-
ery at itsheadwaters. Roughly during
the sameseason, afew kayakersfight
their way in theopposite direction.

Thetwo journeys- of thefishand
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the boaters- are basically mirror im-
agesof each other. Bothinvolvean ur-
gency born of desperation,the salmon
leaping highintotheair, jumping
ledgesand falls, dodginggraniteboul-
ders, negotiating chute after chute, oc-
casiondlly bashing themsel vessense-
less, literally giving their livesfor the
chanceto spawn, whilethe
kayakers...wdl...testosterone-poison-
ing isno laughing matter.

But maybethat's too cynica . What-
ever their motivation might be, once
the kayakers put on, they are commit-
ted to asix mile descent with no relief
until the creek finally spendsitsdlf in
the slower watersof the Klamath.

Thisriver,thesecond largestinthe
state, sweepsthrough alargeswath of
thefar North Coast, fromthe high
plainsalong the Oregon border toa
windswept beach in Redwood Na
tional Park, some50 milesnorth of Eu-
reka Alongtheway, it collectsthe
run-off fromthe bulk of the region's
premiere whitewaterr uns. The
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Samon, the Scott, even the mighty
Trinity all mergewiththe Klamath.

In contrast to most of these swift
tributaries,the Klamahis, for the
most part, agentle giant - wide, dark
and smooth with occasional setsdf
frothy wavesnext to swirling poals.
Thisisespecidly true during the sumi-
mer and fall, typicaly the time of low-
est water onthe North Coadt. If you're
herethen and your tastes run exclu-
svely to raucouswhitewater, you
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should probahly head dsewhens [spe-
cifically to Burni Ranch Gorge on the
Trinity or, if you prefer, to the ever-
poumding oo sur)

But for those with a more balanced
diet, the Klamath is well worth savor-
ingg.

Theere cortamly is an awial lof to
savor. Inits march to the sea - o voyage
that spias more than 100 miles of the
Beorth Coast's latitudks ot no miore
than half that in longitude - the Kls
muidh irrverses sverl distinct geolog)
cal gones, Desert-looking high country
quickly ghves way to hesh forest Land
wihdich, in taarn vielids- o8 narmow
coastal plain. The overall effect is an
apparent compression of time and
space, as if the middle, of some vast,
micaentainogs continent wene somehow
thrust up against the ooean

In & musmnmer of speaking, this is ex-
actly what hapgeened. The mountains
of the North Coast werne formed when
the Noor of the Pacific Ooenn slammied
heacl-om intos thee westerm edge of North
A As thes sea boltom dove un-
her thes continent, huge chundkss of cnist
wirne serapaed free and pabisd skyowand

Benislirs cin gt a first-lund sense
al this awesome geologhcal event by

fogting the varous parts o theKla-
musth, Most will probably chooseto
confine thelr joumey to one dof two
sections The [imst b= not technicaly on
the Marth Cosest, bt above it and in-
lared & it It is the so-called "Upper
Flwmath,” a Cliass [V wildernessrun
through the droy, mgged terrainalong
thes Orregon-Califomia border.

Thee second =treteh is way gentler,
e husthy aned et imoare accessible;
it ks besically mnvwherne :dong the 100
mikles o w0 of rver between the Sarah
Toten Campground and thevillage of
Weltehper. Two-lane highway 96 fol-
bt span of rver; allowing for
iy nurmbser of possible out-ins and
take-ouis, Bal you probably won't no-
tice the road from the water, Yodll be
o by picang ab thie scenery - ase-
ries= of dark, green ndgelines, jumbled
and epratic like nostonm-ossed sea. No
wonder certaln parts of theriver here
e sacred o local Karo'k Indianswho,
wvery yoor, perfonm @ World Renewa
Ceremony along its banks,

Sqquirt boaters <hould be particu-
larly pleased with a section of the Kla-
st known as the Tees. Starting just
below Uhie Klarmath's coffluencewith
thie Sadmom, the Tkes mr isdeepand

swirly - eveninlate summer. But be-
wared overly prolonged mystery
moves, some o the poolsinths
stretch harbor monstroudly large, sin-
ister-looking creatures. | amreferring
to sturgeon,an ancient breed of ar-
mor-plated, bottom dwelling fish that
can easly reach several hundred
pounds. If theretruly are Sasquatch
around, maybethi s iswhat they eat.

Then again, maybethey've vegetar-
ians, There's certainly no shortage of
plantlifealongthefar North Coast.
Many local riversarelined by ex-
tremely densevegetation, atangled
massof fernsand other undergrowth
presided over by towering trees, most
notably Redwood near the coast and
DouglasFir moreinland. Suchterrain
would, no doubt, provideexcellent
camouflage- if not for a Sasquatch
then at | east for another legendary
denizen that hauntsthese woods. And
thislatter creature isone | ™= encoun-
tered personally.

It wasan overcastday near the
Sdmon River, perhapstheleast appre-
ciated whitewater drainagein the en-
tirestate. Whilethousandsof Cdlifor-
niaboatersknow all about - and flock
to- SierraNevadarunslikethe North
Fork American,few makeregular trips
tothe Salmon.

No wonder. It's along way off (up
to eight or nine hoursfrom the Bay
Areaand God knowshow far from
LA)). Butit'sasoworththe hasse.
Thereasonissmple. Unlikethevast
mgority of runsinthecloser Serra,
the Salmon has not been tampered
with by misguided engineers. Itstwo
major forksand the main canyon they
form remain completely
unencumbered by damsand other wa
ter projects. Theresultisat |east 50
miles o free-flowingwhitewater
(moreif you count the Salmon's many
tributaries, including Wooley Creek, a
full-fledged ClassN-V riverinitsown
right).

And what whitewater the Smon
has. Perrier-clear,granite-strewn, ever-
changing. Indeed, the Salmon islikea
wholecollectiondf riversrolledinto
one. Itsupper South Fork, for ex-
ample,isaserioustest for even highly
skilled boaters, afurioudy paced yet
technical descent through anarrow,
walled-out canyon. Immediately below
isthe tamer Methodist Creek run,
ClassIII ledgesand shoal sframed by
lushforestland. Further downstream-
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DEALERS

ALASKA
Wild Alaska Rivers, Anchorage, 907 344-9453

CALIFORNIA
The Boat People, Bl Jose, 408 258-7971
Long Beach Water Sports, Long Beach, 310 432-0187
Pacific River Supply, B Sobrante, 510 223-3675
Whitewater Outlet, San Rafael, 415 721-0708

COLORADO
Alpenglow, Golden, 303 277-0133
Colorado Kayak, Buena Vista, 800 535-3565
Four Comners River Sports, Durango, 800 426-7637
Down River Equipment Co, Wheat Ridge, 303 467-9489

IDAHO
Backwoods Mountain Sports, Ketchum, 208 726-8818
Idaho Whitewater Unltd., Meridian, 208 888-3008
Canyon Whitewater, Idaho Falls, 208 522-3932

Riverweor, Twin Falls, 208 736-8714

River 1, Inc., Challis, 208 879-5300
NorthwestRiver Supplies, Moscow, 800 635-5202

Idaho River Sports, Boise, 208 336-4844

MOMANA
Trailhead, Missoula, 406 543-6966

NEVADA
Sierra Nevada Whitewater, Reno, 702 677-0614

NEW YORK
Wear On Earth, Potsdam, 315 265-3178

OREGON
Cascade Outfitters. Springfield, 800 223-RAFT
Alder Creek Supply, Porfland, 503 285-0464

SOUTH CAROUNA
Chattooga Whitewater Shop, Long Creek, 803 647-9083

TEXAS
Canoesport Texas, Inc., Houston, 713 660-7000

WASHINGTON
REI, All Stores, 800 999-4REI
The River Rat, Tacoma, 206 535-2855
Swiftwater, Seatfle, 206 547-3377
Watershed, Redmond, 206 869-6871
Whitewater Market, Husum, 509 493-2511

WYOMING
Bitter Creek WW Sport, Rock Springs, 307 362-5474

NEW BRUNSWICK
Fundy Yachts, Brunswick, 506 634-1530

THAILAND
Phuket Sea Canoe Center, Phuket

JOIN THE AIRE FORCE
Support Your Local Dealer

YOU MADE US THE BEST SELLER = THANK YOU

Wed like to think the use of the latest technology

and innovativedesign made usthe
~ best dler. But, the
credit goesto
dl you AIREheads who have supported us through the years

and told your friends about AIRE. About our catarafts.

About our rafts. About our
inflatable kayaks

and seakayaks. Thanks.

PO. BOX 3412, BOISE, IDAHO 83703 (208)344-7506 FAX (208)345-1856
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in the main canyon - isthe big enchi-
lada, the Nordheimer sectionwhich,
when the mdt is on becomesathump-
ing seriesd wavesand holes, aplace
whererapidshave overly macho
nameslike Achilles, Airplane Turnand
Freignt Tran

Thenthere's the North Fork. This
oneisan amalgam of dl theabove, a
mixtured power and technicality,a
non-stop, boulder-strewndalom
coursesprinkled withextremely clean
ledgesin thetwoto fivefoot range.

Anditwashere- onawindy little
road borderingtheriver - that | had my
own Close Encounter of the North
Coast Kind.

| had been running (actually walk-
ing) theshuttle, when - out of nowhere
- THEY appeared. They weresome-
what srange-looking creatures- hu-
manoid, to besure- but beyond that |
wasn't surewhat to makeaof them.

Thefedingwas, no doubt, mutual.
Sedled into my red and blue drysuit
withitsblack latex cuffs, | must have
looked like some sort of rejectfrom

Menasha Ridge Press

Digtinctive Books
for the
Out-of-Door s

A

We offer awide selection of paddling books, including:

The Appalachian Whitewater Series.

Vol. I: The Southern Mountains ..uceveeeeeesseesseesseess $14.95
Vol.II: The Central MouNtains .ueeesssssemmssssenns .$13.95
Vol. III: The Northern Mountains .......coveeevennvennee. $13.95

Whitewater Tales of Terror by William Nedly.......... $ 6.95
Kayak: A Manual of Technique by William Nealy...$12.95
TheWhitewater Sourcebook by Richard Penny.......$19.95

To Order Call

800 247-9437

NASA. They eyed mesuspiciously
fromthe confines of their vehicle a
battered old Ford pickup. They were
bumping aong behind meand, asthey
swung wideto pass, | stuck out my
thumb.

They sowed, then stopped.

"Whereyou goin?” said the driver.
Hewasalong-haired, bearded man
with deep furrowsaround hiseyesand
on hisforehead.

"Forksof Salmon," | said.

Hiscompanionin the passenger
seat opened thedoor and did over. He
waspractically amirrorimaged the
driver, only hisfurrowsweren't quite
asdeep. "Hopin," hesaid with agap-
toothed amile.

| did, but aswe headed off down
theroad | couldn't help but be alarmed
by thedriver'sstyle- or lack thereof.
Aswe cruisedaong, hewas holding
thewhed likea cigarette stub pinched
lightly between histhumb and forefin-
ger. Heseemed totally unconcerned
that wholesectionsdf theroad, large

Gge! WHITEWATER

EQUIPHENT CATALOG

k +. ;]
] CASCADE OUTFITTERS
A Trad WAkt River Equi T—

PO Box 209 e Springfield, OR 97477
1 503 (747-2272)

KAYAK CHILE

Class V-V kayak tripsto h e Bio-Bio, Fuy, Manso,
and Futaleufu Rivers in Chile and Argentina.
Run the Bio-Bio while he dam remains unbuilt.
Call, fax, or write for free KAYAK GH LEKIT.

Sport International
212 W. Cheyenne Mountain Boulevard
Colorado Springs, CO 80906 USA.
Phone: 719-579-8759. Fax: 719-576-6238.
Tol-free in US. 1-800-779-1784.
———SS———
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semicircles, were eroded away and
had falenintotheriver below.

I thought about how Poco had lost
hiscar, just 10 or 15 milesdownstream
from here.

It had been asort of comedy of er-
rors, | amtold. First somerocksfell in
front of theTercel, blocking the road
and bashingthe windshield and front
end. Poco's girlfriend, whowas driv-
ing, stopped. The pair got out toinves
tigateand, muchtotheir horror, saw
morerocksfaling. Poco yelledfor his
grilfriendto run away while he himsdf
madeabedlinefor thecar, in order to
rescue hisbeloved dog, a hdf Irish Set-
ter hdf Golden Retriever. He got him
out and the pair bolted for safety. They
madeit, but the car didn't. At some
point over the next several hours,
while Poco and crew were hiking
along, looking for help, awaveof de-
briscame crashingdownfrom above
the car and swept it into oblivion.

About the closest anyone'sgotten
toitsinceisby runningfar river left on
the rapid created by thelandslide.

All of asudden, my musings were
rudely interrupted. Thedriver, both
handsnow onthewhed, wasswerv-
ing hard rightand aimingfor asmall
cul desacnexttotheroad. We
stopped and he hopped out. "We gotta
run alittleerrand,” hesaid.

| watched as he and the passenger
grabbed shovel sand started scooping
moundsaof wet, grey dirt into the open
bed of thetruck.

"Thisduff's volcanicinorigin,”"the
driver explainedto me. "It's great for
growin things."

| scratched my head and, sure
enough, thelittlelightbulbwent on.

"What are you growing?' | asked,
tryingto sound asinnocent as pos-
sihble.

Thedriver stared at mefor a sec-
ond or two. "Lawns" hesaid. Then he
smiled."You know. Likefor landscap-
ing and stuff."

| nodded."Lawns" | repeated
dowly, fairly certain that therewasno
major housing constructiongoingon
for at least 50 road milesaway.

"Lawns," hesaid again, with alittle
laugh.
| grabbed ashovel and helped
them dig. Fifteen minuteslater we
wereon our way. Whenwegot tothe
take-out and | watched them drive off,
| couldn't help but wonder: werethose
guysthe real thing? Not just dope
growers, mind you. They'readimea
dozen onthe North Coast. No, | meant
werethose guysgrowersd avery par-
ticular kind, asort that hasbeen more
or less mythologized around the North
Coadt.

Califearmin's Narih

L imasl

Now and again, you hear stories
about recluseswho, for whatever rea-
son, hide out in the most remote
mountainsof the North Coast and
grow their crops. And you al so hear
about how they supposedly guard
their plantswithtiger pitsand pungie
sticksand other exotic boobietraps
worthy of aRambo movie. But likethe
Sasguatch stories, it's difficultto tell
what's real and what'sfiction.

That's justtheway itisaroundthe
North Coast. Thesefog-shrouded for-
estsseem custom-built for perpetuat-
ing mythsand legends. Maybeyou can
even contributeto the regiond lore
yoursdlf. If you come boating up here
and runinto someloca paddlers, tell
them all about the strangesight you
witnessed out on the main Salmon.
Yau know, that battered red Toyota,
with a couplekayakstied to the roof,
just floatingalong, driverless, taking a
perfect linethrough Freight Train-
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T Wed Virginia's
Premier New & Usd
Kayak and Canoe Outlet

Mountain State
Kayak & Canoe Co.

= Kayaks by: Aquaterra, Dagger, New Wave
and Prijon

= Canoeshy:. Dagger

e Accessoriesby: Kokatat, Man of Rubber,
Per ception Rapidstyle,
Sidewinder, Silver Creek,
Guatemalan Imports

= Mail Orde - 1-800-84- KAYAK

Mountan State
Kayak & Canoe Co.

P.O. Box 384 / 101 Wiseman Ave.
Fayetteville, Wv 25840
1- 800- 84- KAYAK
(304) 574-3120
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Editor'snote: Pete Skinner is
a long time AWA Director and
whitewater paddler fromNew
York State. Awinner of
Perception'sRiver Conservation-
ist of the Year for hiswork on hy-
drolicensing, hedivideshistime
among hisfamily, river advo-
cacy, environmental engineer-
ing, and teaching at Rensselaer
Polytechniclnstitute.

Right: Bill Kiepers of Rochester emerges
from the Cuisinart for the final descent
into the keeper. Steve Massaro looks on
for safety.

Leftt: New Hampshire boater, John Best,
boofs Stone Valley Falls as Barry
Robinson looks on.

Bottom: Steve Massaro, AKA the
Manchild, pilots the big raft down Stone
Valley Falls.

O\r/“er thelast two decades, I've done

y share of steep creeksand big
water. Each runwaslessdf an ex-
periment and moreaof avaidation of what |
believed to be reasonableriver running.
Nothing ismoresatisfying than demonstrat-
ingamastery o the calculusof properin-
terpretationof local hydraulicsand applica
tion of appropriateathleticsand skills re-
sultinginafinerun. Sure, wedl havehad
those ugly surprises, but usually the math
hasworkedfor me. I've awaysassumed
that when my calculusshowsarunis
unrunnable, I'm right....

Given thisengineering approachto river
running, there have dwaysbeenicons of
unrunnability in my diary - likethe Sept
Soeurs waterfallson the Rouge near Ot-
tawa Imaginethen my amazementand
chagrinacoupleof yearsagowhen|
viewed thevideo of half adozen Canadian
boaterstumbling effortlesdy down the
dropswithout majorincident. Heck, even
oneaf our senior boatersswvam the drops

with little moreinjury than hispride. Image

afterimage of kayaksfdling 20 feetinto
killer keepersonly to re-emerge ready for
theimmediately followingwaterfall be-
fuddled my calculus. | can only conclude
that paddlersand their equipment continue
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NOW FOUND

Ret ur noft heRi ver

By Peter N. Skinner P.E.
Photos : Todd Waddell

to changeunreasonableto everyday fun....
Consider, if you will, John Best of New
Hampshire... Until last month, | had never
heard of theguy. But now, he's poised
aloneat thetop of the 70foot waterfall -
Big Mamaon the Raquette River's Colton
reach. Likeagolfer sizingup anall impor-
tant putt, he seemsremarkably cam con-
sidering that some 1300 cfsare plunging
downthedrop, creatingacarpet of froth
interlacedwith hydraulics,super fast
flumes, and a dreadful |ooking keeper at
the bottom with only asmall sneak route
aroundit. | can't believeit - neither | nor
anyoneelse hasany interestin running
thisone. Infact, thisisthesamefallsthat
my long time paddling buddy, Barry,and |
walked and agreed would never berun by
anyonein thisdecadeand hereissome
guy actually thinking of doingit RIGHT
NOW -infront of al kinds of power com-
pany people, who are making therelease
possiblefor ardicensingtest. Weve
staked out every possiblesite with throw
ropes, camerasare poised and the sus-
penseispalpable. Thank heavens, | think,
thefirst run at haf theflow thismorning
wasremarkably successful, considering
the nature of the beast. Best better be

]



ONCE EOST. NOW FOUND
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Whitewater paddling in stateslike New
York hasgotten kind of ho-humto some of
the moreexperienced paddlers. Infact,
theword 'jaded’ might evendescribea
kind of vagueexperiential malaisewhich
hasintrudeditself upon the psyche. |
mean, how many timescan you paddliethe
Hudson Gorge and still get that samefirst
time buzz?

So, when someonesays- "Hey, want to
try adynamitenew stream?’ - peoplesit
up and take notice. And soit wasthat
herein olde New Y ork, Caren Koll's excel-
lent organizingand the pro-active[see
box] cooperationdf NiagaraMohawk have
put a bunch of usstanding atop a 70 or so
foot high waterfall wonderingwhether it
could berun. Theriverisabout aswell
knowna New York River asyou could get
(savethe Hudsonand Niagara) -the
Raguette- butthi srunisessentialy afirst
descent.

Feasibility Study

The Colton section of the
Raquetteisactually but one of
several feasibility study sites
around New York. The Moshier
section of the Beaver i s another
asaretwo other sitesonthe
Raquette. And thereare more
too! AWA’s missionistowork
with the resource agenciesand
the power company to create a
constellation of new runs and
special releases at old sites
acrossthe state - largely asa
result of relicensing. Infact,
even the staid Niagara Mohawk
crew has gotten excited, creating
a holistic look at whitewater Normally, the Colton power plant de-
resources at all of their many watersathree plus mile ssgment that we

S n ; are now preparingtotry out. The650 cfs
{;\aﬂ ltl@Fe:A?;’tter;rgllja.gr]h"a &/StemWI de of water gushing over thestraight fallsand

steep slidestoday for thefirstr un came
courtesy of the company. Weareadl here
The Colton study has been

per haps the most ambitious.
Thanks to extensive pre-
planning between Todd Waddell
fromthe-Company and Caren
Koll of AWA, two paddling teams
simultaneously tested different
parts of the bypassed reach - the
steeper upper part and the Loner
Class11- IV section. Both groups

to help determinethe "feasbility” of re-
creatinga paddlingresourceonthi s seg-
ment of the Raguette.

To be honest, | and Barry, felt a bit put
out. We had actuallyrun fragmentsof this
very segment several years earlier and had
hiked around thisand other waterfalls.
What werethese people doing even think-
ingabout runningthishuge drop? Heck,
our calculushad clearly showed that this
fallswasout of the question - at least dur-
ing the next decadeor so.... Sighing, | de-
cided to keep my mouth shut, | et the oth-
erscometo the same conclusion, and by-
passit aswe had donebefore. Redly,
making such decisionsisexactly what a
feadbility study isfor anyway.

Top:.John Best of New Hampshire flies
down the last part of the Big Falls at 1300
cfs.

Bottom:. The Upper section team
reconnoiters the Big Falls as it flows at 650
cfs

Left: John Best catches some air on the Big
Falls on the Raquette enroute to its first
(and only) descent at 1300 cfs.

filled out questionnaires after

eachrunand participated ina

video taped assessment of the

day'sexperience. Inadditionto {

LMLS (1 SUCCESS Wonld be an
undderstatemeant

the water flow, the Company /
supplied a shuttletruck and y,_
IR
i I

‘other amenities. To say the test




ONCE LOST, NOW FOUND

The banksand face of thefallsareliterally swarmingwith
curiouslocals, power company staff and consultantsand yes,
adozen or so paddlers. A smoothtonguedf water jetsout
fromthe base of the largetaintor gate at the dam, spreading
recreational wealth acrosstheriver. Wedip and dide be-
tween dry placeson the defile, peering over theledgesand
hanging plunge pool swhich make up thischalenge. | must
admit that astime dragson, what |ooked impossible three
years ago seemsmore reasonabl e every minute. Some of the
fdlowsare actualy beginningto rejectimpossibleroutesand
prioritizethe morereasonableones. Jeez, | think even | might
try it down thisway.... So muchfor that calculus...

It's at that very moment that Barry suddenly appearsat the
crest-inhisboat. Gosh- he's gonna runitfirst- | never gota
chancetotalk to himfirst! But what aroute he's chosen....
downadiagona crossfallsflumethat dumpsitsflowintoa
high rock walled caldron of foam hdf way down the drop.
Boy, that's not how I'd doit | think just as Barry disappears
over the penultimatelipinto the mael strom.

Out of sight from everyone but meand one other paddler,
Barry's boat emergesupsidedown. Battered by tumbling wa
ter ontwo sides, Barry attemptsroll after roll in thisroom of
doom halfway down awaterfal. Suddenly he's up, but now
bridged between the wallsperpendicular to theflow. His
paddleflailsagainst foamand rock. Highabovehim, weshout
encouragement as hefightsthe conflicting currents, battering
water from above, and treacherousfoam piles. Finaly,a
herculeaneffort extracts boat and paddler into asheltered
part of the pool atop the bigdlide. We cheer with elationand
relief. A swim hereonthefirstrun would not makethisfeas-
bility the successthat wewereal hopingfor. Welearned one
thing.... Barry'srouteisrdatively infeasible!

Above: The author finds a clean route at Name Your Poison.
Steve Massaro supplies safety.

~ NRS Scamp | #1650 - was $876- NOW $743
NRS Scamp |l #1655 - was $896- NOW $845 .|

Want ths edge?
This raft Is k!
Perlect sz for
2 to 4 paddiers

7 NRS Sprint #1020 - WAS S

NRS Sprint #1025 SB - was $3496-

NOW $1,058
NOW $1,270

Ocoee Canoe Co.
Complete Canoe Ouitfitting:
Thighstraps
Saddles
Air Bag Lacing Kits
Foot Braces
Knee Pads

Canoes
and

Gear

Giveus a call for a free price list

Rt. 1, Box 412

Ocoee, Tn. 37361
615-338-4155

"See you at Gauley Fest"
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By now, the other paddl ershavestaked
clamsto particularroutes. Oneby one
theytry variousapproachesto the hafway
pool, dl of them makingit without inci-
dent. Soon oneattemptsthefinal big
dide, deftly avoiding the mean looking hy-
draulicat the baseof thedrop. My run
seemsanti-climatic after all that hashap
pened. Heck, even the Manchild pilotsan
18footrat downthefalls. Wherehavel
beenfor thelast few years, anyway? At
some kiddie pool?

Wil over an hour has elapsed and the
entouragemovesdownriver to the next
"problem," acomplicated 15foot ledge.
We bump and grind uneventfully over it
and the next onedownaswel. Wearrive
at StoneVdley Falls- aspectacular
Adirondack river jewel featuring atriple
channel and multiplicity of waterfalls. The
crux falsisthelast oneonthefar end of
anidand. Water poursover oneledge,
falingsometen feet, into a nasty growler
hydraulic. After swirlingand regurgitating
what fadlsintoit, the beast dischargesits
contentslike projectile vomit over another
15foot falsintoarecirculating keeper - or
soitseemstome Heck, | figureth's one's
out of thequestion- I'll walk it with every-
oneese. Nosooner done, then| hear a
cdl forathrow ropestation. "What, |

Top left: This is where it all begins - the taintor gate
at the Colfton project dam on the Raquette River.
Top right: New Hampshire boater, John Best,
executes the perfectboof at Name Your Poison.

wonder,isthis?" Some paddler nut from
New England planstorun it I'm told, and
soisoned New Y ork's preeminent open
boaters, Bill Kigperd Wow, what's hap-
pening to my runnability calculus? Are
theresome critical parametersmissingin
the equation?

Poised on arock nextto theswirling
cuisinart, | marved that anyone thinksthey
can emergeunscathed from thisthing,
much lessthe hungry beast at the bottom
of thesecondledge. Suddenly, the cam-
erasgo up and the kayak appearson the
lip. Itfallsgracefully into the center of the
gyre, disappears, then magicaly re-
emergesupright along with tonsof water
for thefina flightto the pool below. Bet-
ter yet, the boat does not get stuck! More
or lessthe same thing happenssoon after
to Bill in hisopen canoe. Wel, I'll be.... it
appearsthat the sport has definitely fast
forwarded, leaving meand my outdated
calculusin one of thissport'seddies. Mug
be some'new math!’

Thefinal problemistheisland drop-
Name Your Poison. The Right Sideisa
ClassIHII drop leading to a zoom shoot
over adiagona dideontheright or a
nasty flume next to awall ontheleft. The
Left Sidefals20feet off a bumpy drop
into apretty pool. By now, | an gettinga

Bottom: The author approaches supersonic speed
on the Right Side of Name Your Poison. Photo by
John Hecklau

bit confused about what isreally do-able.

| electtotry the Right Side- it looksmore
chalenging. SodoesBarry. Hisrunin-
cludesan impromptuspin at the crux from
which he masterfully recovers. | avoid his
moveand accel eratenearly out of control
over theright sideledge- albeit with
dreadful scrapesfrom sharp rocks. Others
joyfully find a number of neat approaches
tothe Left Sidetoo.

We hikeout for lunchin the power-
house asthe operatorsjack the gatetoal-
low 1300 cfsto escapefor thesecond run
of theday. The powerhousewhich hereto-
fore had probably never seen thelikesof
us paddl ersbecomesan impromptu forum
for talesof excitingand enjoyablepad-
dlingfrom top to bottom.

Oh yeah, you may have been wonder-
ing about John Best at Big Mama... He
makesthe right movesall the way down,
includingashort surf in a holeat thetop
and ajarring collision with the wall at the
bottom, just skirting thegiant hole. No
oneelsetriedit, though. | till think this
fallsat 1300 cfsis unreasonabl e, but now
obvioudy runnable. Maybeitstimeto
look into afield study courseinthe new
math.... I'l talk tothewifeabout alittle
trip down South to seethe Gorilla...
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PRO-ACTIVE

PRO-ACTIVE, a., a descriptor applied to
initiatives taken to prevent or minimize
problems and create and/or enhance positive
outcomes.

I'nthe world of business, “pro-active” planning
i sthe new management &uzz word. Proper
exercise o pro-active programsresultsina
kind of pre-emptive strike against competitors.
When government regulationisinvolved, pro-
active management can create a ‘beyond
compliance' scheme for their enviromental or
wor ker safety programs - schemes which sall
well not only to regulators, but also to the
public.

AWA’s whitewater release requests, especial ly
inrelicensing, are one place where pro-active
companies can shinetheir image. Photographs
and video clipsof paddlerscavorting in
whitewater made possible by power companies
can grace stockholder's reportsand public
service spots. Programs like river sports
facilitation also create a positive aura among
non-paddlersand other regulatorsas well,
especially when rateincreases become
unavoidable. Best of all, the costs to the
company for such releases are generally small,
compared to the costs of fuel, transmission
lines, payroll, power plantsand the like.
Sometimes, achievement of power generation
goals actually can be enhanced because of
release arrangements.

Niagara Mohawk i s one company which
appearsto be seizing the pro-active concept
with conviction. Besidesall the feasibility
studies, thisCompany has created the
Sacandaga Whitewater Recreation Area,
complete with a low profileriver manager, free
take out and put infacilities, and low cost
shuttle. Thanksto the creation of a paddler/
local representative/outfitter advisory
committee, operational issuesare dealt with
effectively before disputes become problems.
The Niagara Mohawk i salready far ahead of
the curve. Hopefully, as relicensing process
proceeds and commitments for releasesacross
Its systemappear front and center, their pro-
activevision will manifest itself in a new
universeof river recreation opportunities
acrossthe state.

celebrating 10 years of adventure I
telemark & x-country skiing
climbing & mountaineering

backpacking & camping
canoeing & Kayaking

WY PR PR O L T P TSR
At Mountain Gear we specialize m outdoor adventure

sports. Whether you are looking for 4 season tents or
rock shoes, pitons or D, backpacks or kayaks,

use the equipment we sell, we know our gear and IS
our aim to understand your needs and to provide yot
the best service and equipment possible. We ship al
over the globe, no problem. So give us a callto place
an order today. Or send $1.00 for a current Mountain
(sear Cataloguz and Hot Sheet filled with great deals.

We're at your service,

We're Mountain Gear

1-800-829-2009
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ONCE LOST, NOW FOUND
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The Raguette River

The Raquette River, dubbed the
workhorse of the North, arises
inthe heart of New York's
Adirondack wildernessregions.
After dozens of impoundments
and powerplants, it jlows
placidly into the &. Lawrence
River near Massena. Thisriver
wasanimportant fur trading
route and later became the site
of many millsand power plants
and river corridor prosperity in
years gone by. Mog of the
power plants onthisand other
Adirondack Riverswill get new
licenses fromthe Federal
Government inthe next few
years. Special conditions
attached to these licenses could
openup awhole new array of
recreational and scenic
opportunities. (seethe map)

%

NYRU Formed

AWAisno longer aloneinits
quest of hydropower plant
reform inNew York. Thanksto
grants by American Rivers,
River Network, AWA and others,
anew river advocacy group has
been formed in New York - New
York RiversUNITED. Under the
energetic guidance of Bruce
Carpenter, this Rome, New
York, based operation pushes
for river corridor conservation
and enhancement, especial 1y
throughrelicensing. Amongits
goals are better recreationand
accessopportunities, scenic
enhancement, more enlightened
land use and fishery
management, and bio-diversity
programs.|
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RAJ—'H_JS rYLE

Manufacture & design by Dana Chladek,
U.S. Olympic Team Member
Paddling Jackets Spraydecks
Paddle Bags Buoyancy Vests

Neoprene Pogies Paddling Pants
NeopreneVests & Shorts

For catalog and information:
7503 New Market Dr.
BethesdaMD 20817

Fax/tel: (3012 229-1748
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FRIENDS OF THE YOUGH

Please take this opportunity to voice your opinion about the issues that concern you the most as a private boater
here in our state park in Ohioplye. Your response will be used to determine which issues will receive priority in our efforts
to lobby state officials on your behalf!

Please rank these issues on a scale of 1-5 according to how strongly you feel about each issue. i.e.

1 NOT IMPORTANT / NOT AN ISSUE \
2 SLIGHTLY IMPORTANT/ MINOR ISSUE ini
3 IMPORTANT \oice your opinion.
4 VERY IMPORTANT / DESERVES ATTENTION Mail thistoday to:
5 EXTREMELY IMPORTANT I MAJOR ISSUE
Friends o the Yough
1 Imposition of user fees on private boaters and not other park users. RD. #1 Box 3
2 Quotas on weekdays. Bolivar, PA

3 lllegalto run Ohiopyle Falls. 15923

4 Over regulation of private accessto the river.

5 Exclusion of private boater input into relevant park administrative decisions and regulations.
6 Harassment of private boaters by park officials.

7 Decline of safety record in recent years.

8 Unregulated raft rentals to unskilled paddle

9 Commercial domination of the river.

Other concems:

. 11000 Baltimore Ave. # 104
- Beltsville, MD 20705
301-595-2867

" Small enough to know you,
big enough to serve your needs’

Salese Instruction « Trips « Rentals
Specializing in whitewater and touring kayaks

Prijon
Pyranha

M \N, P.W.S. . S
ﬁ! I : M‘é North Shore
P & H Marimoid v Vearrrrrminl
M\Wﬁ”@f Snap Dragon
Yakima
Werner Paddles
and more

JUST outSdeWashington D.C., 1 172 miTes outside the Capital g YOI
Beltway and only 30 minutes south of Baltimore off 1-95 st % J Lpmnront ¥

m
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SAFETY ....=...

Near Drowning- k
Isi’t Over Till the
Doctor Bill Arrives

by Wayne A. Sundmacher, .
President, Rescue 3 East, Inc.

When anear drowning occurs, pad-
dlersmay not realizethe seriousnessof
thesituationoncethevictim hasrevived.
Even when a near drowningvictim exhib-
its noapparent problems, hiddenlife
threatening complicationsmay till beat
work. Untrainedrescuersmay letthe
levd of carediminishwith time, thinking
that thevictim has comethroughthe
worst of theincident and isout of danger.
What isgenerdly not knownishow longa
near-drowningvictim should be moni-
tored, or the complicationswhich can &f-
fect anear-drowningvictimhoursafter the
incident.

What happenswhen apersonis
drowning?

Drowning ismost commonly thought
of as asphyxia, or suffocationdueto sub-
mersion. But other problemscan be
present.

A drowningcan be categorized as -
ther wet or dry, dependingon whether wa:
ter hasbeendrawnintothelungs. Only
about ten percent of drowningvictimsdie
fromtrueasphyxia, or dry drowning. The
rest either drawin water duringa final at-
tempt toget air, or have water passinto
their lungswhileunconscious.

Usualy adrowningvictimwill make
every attempttogulpinlargebreathsof
air. Thetiming o these gaspsmay alow
water to enter theairway. Oncethevictim
beginsto cough, more water can beinvol-
untarily inhaled.

Water passing thelarynx, or voicebox,
initiatesthe choking reflex, which we have
al experienced when drinkingtoo fast.
Duringadrowning thestrength of thi s
spasmmay beso great that it will seal the
airway. Inthi s situation very littlewater

e ————
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may beallowedintothelungs, buttheair
that the victimdesperately needsdoesn't
getineither. Unconsciousnessfrom lack
of oxygensoon follows.

Inother cases, such as being
recirculated in a hydraulic, the victim may
voluntarily hold hisbreath. Whilethe urge
to breath i sstrong,the victim persists.
Withthe physical exertionof attemptingto
stay at the surface, the oxygenlevelsin the
blood drop and thevictimslipsinto un-
CONSCi OUSNESS.

Hypoxia, or lack of oxygeninthe
blood, causesthevictim'sskin to havea
bluishtint. Asthe oxygenlevel of the
blood decreases, the brainisdeprived of
oxygenaswadl. Thevictimloosescon-
sciousnessand the brain beginsto die.
Also, without adequate oxygen, an irregu-
lar and ineffectiveheartbeat knownas
ventricular fibrillationcan occur, ulti-
mately leadingto cardiacarrest.

Concurrentwiththe decreaseinthe
oxygenleve intheblood, thelevd of car-
bon dioxideincreases,|loweringthe pH of
the blood and meking it moreacidic.

If thelaryngospasm which closed off
theairway rel axesafter the victim be-
comesunconscious, alowing water to en-
ter, or if water entersthelungsduringa
last desperate attempt todrawin air, the

———

Delta Pa. at the Muddy Creek Gorge
and the lower Susquehanna River

CANOES, KAYAKS,
DRYSUITS & ACCESSORIES
RENTALS & SHUTTLE

o
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SAFETY
lungs may be damaged. Freshwaterre- thevictim hasrevived. cians don't deal withwater relatedinjuries
movesthe chemical surfactant which cov- Contaminantsin the water, such as very often, they too may underestimate

erstheinsided theaveoli,thesmall sac- bacteriaor chemicals, present additional the seriousnessof thesituation. Soif the
likestructuresin the lungswheregasses problems. Bacteriamay cause pneumonia | exam seemsalittleincomplete, don't hesi-

are exchanged between thear and the to devel op, whilechemica smay cause tateto ask questions. Make sure the phys-
blood. Surfactant isimportant becauseit damageto the dveoli and airwaysdi- cian understandsthe seriousnessdf the
maintainsthee asticity of thelungsand rectly. Either of these problemscan belife | stustion..

helps keep the aveoli open. If too much threatening,but may not be apparent until _
surfactant i sflushed away, portionsof the | many hoursafter theincident.

lungs may collapse, so that normal gasex- : Understandingthe compl exitiesof n T T E N T I n “
changecan not occur. drowning givesusalist of potential com-

Another processwhich beginsafter | plicationsthat may or may not occurin
water entersthelungsisknownasosmo- | any given case. Butitisimportantto note EMFL“ 'EES uF THE
sis. During osmosisfreshwater can be that many of these complicationscan de- FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

drawnacrossthewallsd thealveoliinto velop or continuefor sometimeafter the

thebloodstream. Thisextrawater dilutes | victim hasrevived. Insome casesthey
theimportant electrolytes, sodiumand po- | may not become apparentfor twenty-four YOU MAY Hﬂ W SUPPORT
tassium, and can causethered blood cells | hoursor more. They includelifethreaten- THE AWA'S EFFORTS TD
to rupture. Theamount of osmosisthat ing problemssuch as pulmonary edema .
occursvariesfrom caseto case, butitis l (accumulationdf fluidin thelungs), aspi- FHEEE H"E AMEH'EA 5
present to some degreein most cases of ration pneumonia, chemical (el ectrolyte) WHITEW nTE R
wet drowning. imbalancesinthe blood and irregular

In particularly muddy water or insalt- heart rhythms. HESDHHEESIHH ﬂuﬁH IHE
water osmosismay causewater to shift Thatiswhy in anear drowningif there

the other way, fromthebloodstreaminto | isany question asto whetherthevictim CFC. [ COMBINED FEDERAL
thelungs. Thismay lead to shock, dueto may havedrawnfluidintotheir lungsor if CAMPAIGN) .ugEI'IEH #839

the decreasein the volumeof the blood, thevictimlost consciousnessfor any pe-

or to ongoing hypoxia, becauselungsfull | riod of time, they should be examined by a KEEP US IN MIND!
of fluidand debriscan't exchange gasses physician.

wadll. Thisprocessmay continuelong after U nfortunately becausesome physi-

— Handcrafted Sticks for Discriminating hdd]efs —-#F’

Available in wood laminate or NEW! wood uh.lfr;s*. n! bla
Progressive discounts for group purch: lht:sm_ -En H
(203) 749-3464(M-F
4'1- [y

Symmaa 33 Springfield Rd., Somers,Ct. 060714 -
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ENNEENENSNENEENEEAENEENEEENEANESAEENRENEEENEENNENER PaddlerMugS,
SAFETY

- Each mug is unique. Each one is
NOVEMBER 2 DEADLINE FOR BOATING |1 o0 oo,
hand sculptured with colored
clays. These paddlers do it all...
SAFETY GRANT APPLICATIONS

of course, goof up! They paddle

Applicationsare now beingaccepted " For example, the variety of Iéayaks, cagoes, ?—1'3 ang SQl}Iirt
for boating saf ety project grantsto be : : . oats. Find your face or that of a
awardedin early 1994 by the BOAT/U.S. Innovativeprojectswe paddling buddy in these "Mugs."

Foundationfor Boating Safety. Thedead-  Supported thisyear ranged from
lineis November 2

Since 1988 the Foundation's billboar ds promot] ng p.er anr.]al .
Grassroots GrantsProgramhasawarded ~ Water cr aft safety in Missssppi,
nearly $175,000to volunteer boating toadirect rdl boating Safety

groupsand other non-profit organizations .. . .
tosupport boating safety projectsat thelo-  cAMpaign in California, toa

calleve. program in Maryland that
We encourage rewards children for wearing
oommunlty or ganlzatlonsto ther lifejackets.”
submit grant applicationsfor Organizationswishingto receivea .
should write BOAT/U.S. Foundation, 880 Melinda McDaniel
repeatableway toreach the South Picket Street, Alexandria, \A 22304. 405 Windsor Dri
public with boating safety TheBOAT/U.S. Foundationfor Boating inasor Drive
" said BOAT/U.S Safety isanon-profit educationand re- Rocky Mount Va 24151
programs - sal U, search organization funded by voluntary PH. (703)-489-3722
Foundation Director Jim Ellis.  contributionsfrom boat owners.

Only $399for new PyranhaStunt Bats and Mountain Bats
$299 for new PyranhaTourers

Plus shipping costs from Middlctown, PA.

The Mountain Bat (on the left) is an
extremely stablc and casy to paddle kayak. This
is for hoth the novice paddler looking for afirst
boat or an ¢xpert paddler Looking for a boat to
paddle those classIV -V rivers.

The Stunt Bat (on the right) is a high
performance kayak for al you river runners and
rodeco paddlers. Paddling the Stunt Bat you will
he amazcd at how responsive the boat feels.
This is duc to its low volume and sharp rails.
This isavery fun kayak to paddic.

The Touter (not pictured) is a flat water
kayak that resembles a sca kayak except the
Tourcr hasa much larger cockpit. Thisisavery
fast and stablc kayak due to its long keel line
and U shaped hull.

There arc alimited number of these boats remaining, so it'sfirgt come, first served.
Offered by Whitewater Toys, Inc. Woodland Hills, UT - Cdl (801)423-2927
Or you may cal New Wave Kayak Productsin Middletown, A (717)944-6320
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OCOEE ROPEO FEVER — CATCHITY

By TimKaelly
Photos by Sandi Lofti

The1993 Ocoee Rodeo will be remem-
bered astheflood watersthat marked
whitewaterrodeoas asport! Anincred-
ible141 competitors— themost ever —
mysteried, cartwheeled and pirouetted
like never before. The winnerscame away
with morethan the usual prizesand breg-
gingrights. Thisyear thefinalistsbecame
membersof the Eastern U.S. Freestyle
Team and will competein the 1993 Warld
Championship Whitewater Rodeo on the
OcoeeOctober 16 and 17.

But what wasthe rodeo redlly like?

TheOcoee Rodeoisscheduled asa
two-day competition, but for mostit has
becomeathree-, or even four-day, pad-
dling orgy. Make no mistakeabout it;
these whitewater cowboysspend all
soring practicingtheir moves. But despite
theexcitementof the competition,it
seemsmost paddlersjust cometo be part
of theevent.

By Friday thingsarein full swing.
From water's releaseto shut off, Torpedo

PATAGONIA™ )
= -~ |~ EXTRASPORT: ‘Mail Order & Store
B New Wave Waterworks

EELNEF 2535 Roundtop Road

Middletown Pa. 17057

Phone (7171944-6904

Phone(717)944-6320
Fax(717)944-0422 ___

—— — —_—
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@ Boat Repairs

FREE CATALOG
Stop by our store and see the NEW lineof Accessories!
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Rotomolded and Fiberglass Touring Ravaks

241 WoodbineSt. High Point, NC 27260

Qualit
Varlegll

East Coast Minuf act uri ng d the
designseverybody istalking about..

Factory ingtdled sail rigs by BSD—
Multi hull rigsfor singlesand doubles

Dedersin every East Coast State

For Hee Brochure

Call (919) 8837410

FULL ACCESSORY ¥,

LINEAVAILABLE .f gﬂ'
> "IA)

> !’
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OCOEE RODEO FEVER

and Hell Holeshowcasenonstop squirting
and play boat acrobatics. That night the
campground at Ocoee Rafting resembles
the Tailwaters the night before Gauley
Fest. Boatersmovefromfiretofire, swap-
ping epic storiesabout springr uns or win-
ter tripstaken south o the border. Yau
know, Good Old Boater bonding.

AWA Director/Rodeo Coordinator Su-
san Gentry and her volunteershave orge-
nizedtherodeointoared classact. Com-
petitors, boatsand spectatorsare shuttled
to Hedl's Holeto help ease thetrafficprob-
lems. Steppingoff the bus, you hear tunes
echoing off thecanyonwalls. Sponsor
bannerscolor the backdrop, asthe
Ocoee'srocky banksar e transformedinto
awhitewaterarena.

Theformalitiesbegin with a competi-
torsmeeting. Judgesareintroducedand
rules explained. Atotal of fivejudgeswill
evaluatethreeareas: two judgetechnical
difficulty, two judge styleand onejudges
variety. Scoresrangefrom onetoten.

Each contestant makesthree runsand
dropshislowest score. Thisprocess
servesasthepreliminaries for the expert
classes. Thetop eightin these classes
thenshoot it out head to headinasingle
eliminationbracket.

Thereare afew differencesbetween
squirtingand freestylecompetition be-
sidesthe obvious. Although both havea
timelimit for eachr un, when afreestylist
washesout of a hydraulic, he hasthe op-
tion to end hisrun or makeit back tothe
holewithin 15 seconds. This keepsthings
action packedfor the spectators.

And spectatorsthereare! Thenumber
of neon bikinison shore makethe banks
of the Ocoeelook likethe beachesof Fort
Lauderdale. Although thisdoesn't seemto
distract contestants, | saw a coupleof
judgesstaringthe wrong way during afew
not-so-spectacular runs.

Theincreasein"fans'is probably the
largest areadf growththe rodeo hasseen
over the past few years, and no doubt wll
bethe keystoneto whitewater rodeo
growingasasport. Kegpingtheaction
flowing and thefans entertained will bea
major factor in any futureformat changes.

On Saturday the water waslatein ar-
riving. Littlewas happening, when Woody
Callaway, thevoice df the Ocoee Rodeo,
cameacrossthe PA. "Jmmy, everybody's
watching..” Woody wasreferringto the
master of the mystery cult, Jim Snyder. In
aclassaf hisown, Jim gave usall alesson.

ThiswasJm'sfirst rodeo asacontes-
tant, and he was not ashamed to admit he
wasabit nervous. | said,"Jm, evenif you
havethree "bad" runs, therest of usare
dill just battlingfor second place.” How

The Gambler

The Hutricane redefines the

o play beating with it
skalom style quick tramsition =5
hull and wide low volume stern. Resistance free spinning,
instantaneous enders and unbelievable ece control make
this the ultimate rodeo hole and wave surfing boat

Elements of the Prijon advantage:
o [ligh performance In every design

The strongest PIASTRC equalled by none
o CUrOpE's unrivafled manufacturer with 30+ years experience

I

'l rovidesspeed, stability and contrl in tight
deients and waterfal jumpiag. An excelent chakce fir

pHONE: (303)444-2336 7 Fax: (303) LLL-23T5

s Revolutionary material and manufacturing processes: H1P ?Im_ — eead

@ very fast, compact Kayak. It anymmetrical

For aFree Catalog Contact:

WILDWASSER SPORT USA, INC.
FOBox 4617, Boulder, (0 80306

[
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Tony Reeves

true thosewordswould be. For a bad day
tothefather of squirt boatingisstill more
spectacul arthan the best day for any mere
mortal squirthead.

Jim worked all facetsof the rapid with
about every movein"The Book"toin-
cludeafew Schnitzel throwsand acouple
Atillas (page 125126). Maodly though, he
focused on mysteriesaongflatwater
seams. Theseams never redlly opened for
Jim, but he would transition from these
flatwater mysteriesto flashy washouts,
work in somescrewin’ around and finish
with crisp cartwheels.

Tony Reevesgavedmarunfor his
money, as he showed off spectacular
hand-paddlecartwheels. He combined
thiswith good seam work and added
some past-vertical screw ups. Tony came
the closest to matching the fluid movesof
themaster. Wayne Gentry, producer of
" Southern Fried Creekin', flashed one-
armed banditsmixed with killer washouts
ontop of someserious downtimeto cap-
turethe third and final spot onthe Eastern
team.

Thewater delay and large number of
contestantsforced thefinalsto be modi-
fied. Only thetopsix madethefinas.

Ard instead of going head to head, final-
istsmadetworuns with only their best
score counting.

David Friersonand Woody Callaway

Bob McDonough

tied for fourthand fifth, with David win-
ning on thetie breaker. Clay Wrightfin-
ished sixth.

Fred Davishit the deepest, darkest
and longest mystery of theday, winning
both a “Lizardhead” helmet and the most
cherished prize,a custom paddle made
and presented by Jim Snyder for the best

__movedf theday.

Thewomen'sexpert class continuesto
_be dominated bv Susan Wilson-Gentry and
iz Shimeoda Callaoway. Jocebm Hemied
finkshed thind ] ol
Young Kirby Erdely ran away with the

_ C-1 Expert title, as hestunned al with

spectacular cartwheels. ChrisManderson
and Norwood Scott battledit out for sec-
ondand third to round out the EasternC-1
Squirt Team.

Following the squirt competition, ev-
erythingwas moved to Hell Hole, and
open canoestook center stage. Theseca
noeistsshowed what real boaters cando
with hdlf the paddleand twicethe volume.
They surfed, endered and pirouettedfor
thetop three maleand top twofemae
spots.

When all wassaid and done, Bob
Beazley, Billy Davisand Dale Johnsonfin
ished one, two and threefromafield of 21,
while Kathy Howerton and Brenda Dent
claimedfirst and second in the women's
event.

The0G 2 competition had eight teams
with Bob Beazley and Shane Benedictwin-
ning, Brian and Judy Andersontaking sec-
ond, and Dick Conner and David Rose
placing third.

A ssoon asthe competition ended, the
party wasrockin’ back at Ocoee Rafting in
Ducktown, TN. Asusual, thelasagnadin-
ner wasfantastic,and thesilent auction
wasa huge success.

Shortly after dark, prizesfor the day
wereawarded and the serious partying got
under way. The Greasy Creek Band
played backupfor the toe choppin', har-
monicaplaying FrancisMallory. Francis

Norwood Scott

-
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0COEE RODEO FEVER

had the packed campgroundstompin'!

Sunday featuredthe C-1 and K-1 play
boat competitions. Scott Shoup ran avay
withthe C-1 title, followed by Alan
Braswdll. It wasa closebattlefor the final
spot on the team, as Tim Maisincupp
edged out Norwood Scott.

TheK-1 Expert classeswerereal shoot
outs. Only thetop fivewomenand top six
men would makethe Eastern Team

RoxanneMcDonough won the prelimi-
naries with a commanding margin, fol-
lowed by Susan Gentry, RebeccaWeis,
Hannah Swayze, KarenMann, Lythia
Metzmeter, BarbaraMooreand Elizabeth
Cheek. Theshowdown then commenced,
asthe top four women shuffled to make
thesemi-finas. Susan now heldthetop
spot, followed by Hannah, Rebeccaand
Roxanne.

Thepressureintensified. Al four had
solid runs, but only Susanand Roxanne
would advancetothefinals. Thetwo had
swappedthelead dl day, but Roxanne
went onto win thetitlewith her bestrun

OCOEE RODEO FINAL RESULTS

Playboat Freestyle

National Squirt Boating  Open Canoe

o theday. Karen Mann had donewell
enoughin thequarter finalsto remainfifth
and makethe team.

Thefinal event of therodeo wasthe K-
1Men'sExpert class. Here23"aquabats'
bid for ashot at World Whitewater Gold.
Lee Bonfiglio, Corran Addison, Marc Lyle,
Doug Wellman, Bob McDonough, Chris
Spelius, Shane Benedictand Brian"Lone
Wolf" Fischer madethe quarter finals.

Bob, Lee, Corranand Doug advanced
to bethefinal four. Bob and Corran
turned up the heat with great runsto make
thefinals.

A repeat of the 1991 Ocoee Rodeo?
Not thistime. Corranedged out Bob by
haf apoint! No doubt, Bob will belook-
ingfor arematchcomeOctober. Thefird
standingswere Corran, Bob, Doug, Leg,
Marc, Chris, Shaneand Brian.

Sothereyou haveit. Thecrown jewel
o whitewater rodeo hasset thestagefor
the 1993 World Championships.

Who will be whitewater rodeo’s Mr.
October?

Bob Beasley

Competition Championghip
OC-1 Men Expert
K-1 Men Expert K-1 Expert Men Sy rt ]2“ E?Ib BDeaﬂ_Q/
1 CorranAddison 1. Jm Snyder = dy ?‘]/'s
2. BobMcDonough 2. Tony Reeves 3 DaledJohnson
3. Doug Wellman 3. Wayne Gentry 0C-1 Wi Expert
K-1 Women Expert K-1 Expert Women Squirt » Kathy Howerton
1. Roxanne McDonough 1. Susan Wilson-Gentry 3 " Aa g
2. Susan Wilson Gertry 2. RisaShimodaCallaway -Judy Anderson
3. RebeccaWeis 3.Jocelyn Hernried 0G2 Expert
K-1 Men Intermediate K-1 Intermediate Men Spi rt lSEOb %eaﬂe%/ and
1. John Grumbine 1. PrestonOrr ane er:j ict
2. Jeff West 2 Tim Daly 2 Brianand Judy
3. Mak Travis 3. Cameron Stewart 3. Rick Connor and
K-1Women Intermediate K-1 Intermediate Women S rt David Rose
1. DottieKibler 1 Jennifer Wiger
2. Christy Coggin 2. Karen Morton Curvin
3. AvaCarr 3. DianaHolloran
C-1 Men Expert C-1 Expert Men Sy rt
1. Scott Shoup 1 Kirby Erdely
2. Alan Draswell 2 ChrisManderson
3. Tim Maisincupp 3 Norwood Scott

Dale Johnson l
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GOLLY! IT'S GAULEY SEASON ALREADY

Julin the Aumiericin Whitewate

Hosted again by Lhe
Prirk anii Bowte 19 i6 Saninersville,
lrain 52000 o Dos msdnaghi.,

I malibitson to o0s msnoal highligthts = the Murketplaee,
Slent Auction, Eallle, Non=Stop Videos gnd ve muosie of

Lhe eoolest variety provided this year by g Sichae] Starre
VWA has a Tew new surprises for Festival goers

Panl
Lhis year,

Gruitar-strumming, harmonica-hlowing
Irinii Hockwodsl, Tegiisesses will take a Htibe thine ool (o
el songs froan his new cassetbe, Mosie Biver: Original

AT i bow i Suil |||l|h|_l|
evenbng, September 25, for the 1993 Gaubey Biver Festival,
Sucholes County Yelerans Mensorinl
the Festival will roek
Ailmission is still only 55,

o paer nighit.
Flewse node that

Ganley Festival, 5o
Imnks.

Rrant Miller

= | GAULEY FESTIVAL VIDEOS

happy see you, whether you want to check

oul the latest in whitewnter and outdoor
gear, sk a bunch of goestions or shop Lil
so drop,

Achilles liflatable Craft

Adre

Alrtight Inflatables

Americnn Whitewater AfTilintion
Brcklund Faddles

Clinch Paddles

Cool Ridge Company

Custom Inflniables

Dagger Canoe Company

Enre Knyaks

(zale Foree

reniry Video

Kirkwood Winery

Lunntic Designs

Man of Rubher

Kevin MeCracken, Message Therapist
Millbrook Boats

Mohawk Canees

Mountain Art Glass

Mountain Surfl

Mountain State Cance & Knyak
Music Eiver

Mantahala ODutdoor Cenber
MNew Wave Kaynks

Mew Wave Walerworks

Narth American Rivier Eunnems
Ocoee Canoe Company
Perception

Possum Point Productions
Professional River Guidesof West Vir-
ginia

Rapidstyle

Riversport School of Paddling
Sidewinder

Soar Inflatables
SymmetriaSticks
TectonicOutdoor Clothing Co.
Waterline

White Tree Pottery

Wes VirginiaRivers Coalition
Wildwasser Sport USA

A VISUAL FEAST

=op video action will be presented by the
Hioegmss Wiklhwater Association and will

illing Film Festival's finest.
Seoll Smalley, Gaubey Fest Video Co
ordinalor bodh Ehis vear and st imtes
ol o jabn him o the pandillbon o sample
from ithe follwing sensational smongashand

Whitewater sofgs kil Biver Ballieds. Tl saslecTioeies ool ikl
original music and Iyrics by Brant Mulber and Tom Joy should
intrisduee a little extra levity (o the proceedings.,

This year's Gaaley Festival followers shoold alsa plan (o
rlll up thele sleeves and participate in some whilewater carni-
vitl ganwes and perhaps even seek an aodience with the worlid-
famous John Zodrozny, whitewaler seer supreme,

Camgbing with Tall bathhonse Gacilities will b available al
the Festival site both Friday and Satunday nights for 83 per

i iy or bollles will e admted to the
birlng your beverages n cujs,

7:00 pm
7 30 pm
|||:| II-IH

Green Summer
Southern Hair
Wirerindl Rayak

Rl.'ln"i- FHT S Expesditlones Chile
EAL T Oe Winter mal o Fow Falls
9:00-pin Vi ARG Cang e —
65 pmi Trapper
10080 pm Southern Fried Steep
Creek'n

1030 pima Revenge of the Bussell Fork

1993 GAULEY FESTIVAL AUCTION

SANTA IN SEPTEMBER

The Gauley Festival's Silant Auction has a repotation for its bargains in
brand new, top-af-the-line gear, Come browsa,
The American Whitewnter Affillation wishes to thank these supporters for
providing the Silent Avction and Baffle with guality merchandise:

Adre

Alrtight InTlntables
Campmaor

Canoe Magmzine
Canoes by Whitesell
Chattoogs Whitewnter Shop
Clarke Outdoors
Clinch Paddles
Calorado Knynk Supply
Cool Ridge Company
Custom Inflatables
Dieggper Camnse

Endless River Adveniures
Extraspart

Kent Ford

Four Corners River Sports
Gentry Video

Higgins Hardwood Gear
JAG Manufacturing
Keel Haulers
Kirkwood Winery
Kokatat

L'eau Vive

Lunatic Designs
Madawaska

Man of Rubber
Menasha Ridge Press
Millbrook Boats
Mohawk Canoes
Mountain At Glass
Mountain Gear
Mountain Surf

Mountain State Canee & Knynk
Nantahala Outdoor Center
Mew Wave Knynks

MNew Wave Waterworks

Morse Paddles

Morth American River Bunners
Northwest River Supplies
Creciee Canoe Company
FId Designs

Fatngonin

Ferception

Fossinm Point Productions
HGF Paddles

Enmssy Dutdoor
Eapidstyle

Hiver and Sea Walersporis
Riversport Schaol of Paddiing
Riversport Prodoscis

SBhiElE PridlucTions
Sidewinder

Silver Creek Paddles
Starrk-Moon Outfitters
Swiftwater Publishing
SymmetriaSticks

Tectonic Outdoor Clothing
White Tree Pottery
Whitewater Toys

Wilderness Designs
Wilderness Systems
Wildwasser Sport USA
Wildwater Designs




And it wasparticularly apparent on
the Uncompagre, when Snake calmly an-
nounced that heintended tor un asteep,
serpentineclass5rapid in which an unfor-
tunate Tennesseeboater named Gary
Stackshad perished two days before. We
studiedtherapidfor sometime. The
Uncompagrewasthunderingand, d-
thoughwedid not know the specifics, |
could imagineat least ten different sce-
nariosthat might haveledto@ry Stack's
death.

After someserioussoul searchingl de-
cided to passon the rapid; | would set
safety along shorewith the others. But
then, just as Snakewas getting ready to
put on, my adrenalinsurgedin that old fa
miliar way, and | shouldered my kayak
and followed Snakeover the riverbank. Al-
though we had not spoken dof it, we both
knew that there had been areversal in our
roles. Whenit cameto runningrivers
thingshad changed forever. Now Snake
wouldlead, and | would follow.

And aswe paddled the screaming mile
long approachto therapid- it took about
three minutes- | wasright on histail.

We caught aswirling eddy at thelip of
thedrop. Snakeflashed a confident smile
and athumbsup.

| swallowed hard... several times. |
wasn't swallowingwater. | wasswallow-
ing my pride. And there, onthe brink of a
potential disaster, it went down essy.

Snake peeledout and, afew seconds

later, | followed.
Hislinewasflawless,and so, asacon-
sequence, wasmine.
At the bottom of thedrop wewere
both beaming.

When| think back on my early daysin
akayak, | can remember several times
when it becameobviousthat my skills had
surpassedthoseof onedf my mentors.
Mogt of thosefolkswereredly gracious
about it.

Infact, surprisingly so. Itisnt easyto
cometo termswith thefact that someone
who used to follow you likea puppy is
now thepointdog. Butitisan inevitable

FORUM continued from page 7
experience. Snakeisnot thefirst young
whippersnapper to leavemein the dust,
and | know hewont bethelast.

And, athough thereissomething sad
about that, thereissomethinggratifying
aboutittoo. Becauseevery timeSnake
pushesthelimitsalittlefurther, | take
comfortin thefact that somesmall part of
his accomplishmentismine.

S0, Snake, gofor it! Do me proud.

Just give me aquick wink asyou glide
by. T'll betherein theeddy withthe other
old fogies, tellingthemthat | knew you
when!

Bob Gedekoh

At R

Squirt Boars

RGE

] THE SOURCE FOR CUSTOM
BUILT BOATS

7780 Chamber Hill Rd.
Harrlsburg, PA 17111

TI7-944-537C
Dealer Inquirtes Invited

Thie R, Palmer line of padiles

Simply put, the

¢t and by far the most s

h paddle

in the known universe! Since you gotta have one of these
paddles we decided to put ene up for grabs at the Gauley.
But hey if you miss us at the Gauley, give us a call. We'll set
you up with the anlu paddle worth using!!

1-800-899-2610

or if in WA use 1-206-869-7272
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Girls Just Wanna Have Fun

by CarlaGarrison

My friend Jody isalot likeme. Loves

to havefun. Alwaysgameto tosstheboats o

ontheroof and streak off to thelatest
steep creek. Thereisnothing welikemore
than to pioneer hair.

So whenJody callswith thescoopona

hot newrun, | listen. Takelast Monday,
for instance.

"Damn, Carla, I'm sorry you couldn't
makeit," Jody said. "Thisoneisareal
beaut! Steepest section drops1900feetin
lessthanfour miles. It makesthe Green
Narrowsl ook like Vecation Bible School!
Makesthe Big South look likea Love Boat
Cruisa!"

Wil, you best believemy interest was
piqued.

"And you say it'slessthat twelvemiles
fromtheinterstateand that thiswasthe
first descent? Wonder how we overlooked
ital theseyears?'

"Widl, it's kind of hard tofind. You
need afour wheel drivewith real high
clearance. Fact is, wetorethe oil pan out
from under Gary’s 4X4 on theshuttle. And
the putinlieswithin some kind of private
reserve, owned by one d thosefanatic
skinhead survivalistcults. Likethose
goonswe kicked the crap out of in ldaho."

Thememory of that confrontation put
abigsmileon my face. God, how | loveto
beat up neo-Nazid

"But you've got to hand it to these
guys, they haveacrazy sense of humor,"”
Jody continued. "Nowimpy 'No Trespass-
ing signsfor them! They've postedsigns
that say, 'Do You Bdievein Life After
Deeth??? TrespassHereand Seg!!'."

"Cool!" | replied. "But wereyou ready
to handlethose nutson their ownturf?
Thatilk keepsalot of firepower stashed
away. Machinegunsand even grenades.
And they're just itchingfor the chanceto
usethem.”

"No big whoop. | had my 44 with me.
Besides, | doubt they'd ever spot us. The
brushisso thick that you can't evensee
your own feet. Thicketsdf greenbriar and
red hawsand stinging nettle. Poison
sumac growingthirty feet high! Fivetimes
more poisonivy than inthe Black Canyon,
and you know how that is."

Themeremention o it mademeitch
with pleasure.

"Fortunately thereisasemblancedf a
trdl totheputin. Remindsmeof that
three mile Death Marchinto the Giant Gap
sectiondf the North Fork of the American.

Only this one is Fve miles longer and twice

as steep. And the blackilies! Worse than
w'RHM'FF_—mQﬁW—-ﬂT
Taureauin duly!"

Jody continued, "I'll tell you, ain't no-
body gonnasurvivea hikeout of there.
But that's okay, cause everythingon the
river isrunnable!”

"Wow!" | exclaimed. "And with that
gradient. Guessyou had to scout quitea
bit."

“Nah,” whisiled. wyqy; FRT
wholeriver liesin abox canyon, likethe

plummet right into theriver. It would bea
511 rock climb. Nope, onceyou start into
it, thereain't noturning back."

"= you scouted from the eddies?” I
asked.

“What few there are,” Jody
"Can't be morethan ten'on theentirer un,

and they're assquirrelly ashell. Likethat
onejust aboveSuck Holeonthe Top
Yough. You know, the onethat feedsback
intothe siphon. Except they're afraction
o thesize."

"Soyou ran alot o thesuff blind?” I
inquired.

" “Yeah, mmsi of it. You have i The

hole river is like Let’s Mak ID_zL[
FheLowerlvllseedfm Yaupi cﬁ on
Most

charge into it, and hope fc m—‘ =
o theti mewewere0|apreett(3)/rlucky

"Mogt of thetime?'
“Oh, except for C.G. He had ma way of &
knowingabout thosefalls. Poor sucker re-

ot hammered. I would have been
behind him &xcept I heard the noise.”

“The noise?"
boat%e ng cru EreE/he?r e ;fnglgne

piton that hard. NF t emem ai Gluteal Mash

on the North Fork of the Blackwater.
ﬁoaﬁe this drep was Rearly Twice fhat
g

"IsCG. okay?' | asked.

“Yeah. He's fine. Doctor said he might g
even be off the crufches by Gauley Sea-
son. Course being laid up againisgonna
cost him his job. So he'll probably loose
the house.™

“Too bad,” I replied: “T'Tl bet his wife is 4
peeved.”

“For sure;,” Jody whiegeered, - ohe
packed up the kidsand left. Lookslike
she's gonefor good thistime."

"Good riddance," | replied. "Tdl me
more."

- You know Gerilla, on the
Green" ere no matter how Og ood you
are, survivingisstill amatter of chance.

"I'I'l'lllll‘l‘l‘i..lllllll‘llllllIIIIIIIII..' HOOO N MNO A OOGO N SOO N N0 4O HE D

W thisriver hasagmilar rapid that we
named the Annihilator. But it istwice as nasty.
I tell you, the oddsd getting through the Ami-
hilator without getting hurt have got to beless
thenfifty percent. And, catch this you haveto
runit! It can't be "
“Gaaa...roovey!" | replied.
"Ard just bdow that therés amug meke
dass5faryright at thelip o ared
o Horrendioma. Like that ferry above Afom
e Bamb Fdlson the Midde Fork o the Feather,
® only harder. Ardtheragpid bdow isjust like
! Lumsden Falson Chary Creek; it terminates
1n a hinle that leeds Tnic & Jeigly undercut

.r-:u*l:faﬁ B_ﬂﬁhrk--?]ﬂr—ﬂT
.rwer_clfh_ undercut is the mpmm= 0 a

"Soundslikefun!"
Oh; it is!" Jody exclaimed. =y Sister

o Heather catwhededin that holefourﬁms

The :%%%éﬁf caus%%[%% goneinio

one on the Animas, only deeper. Cliff faces o

that Caniiy of Tllqt:-:_‘“n Tv.r.uTﬂ sy D€
o faking m horicui 10 Ty Mminute.
. s 66 goodtﬁh_etrue, I replied. "1

cen't wait to seeit.”

"Oh, | havent even told you about the
gna'lystuff It goesan for Mileafter mile"

[ "
i No kidding. Bet it'sredly pretty in
L]

"Wdl,in awierd
@y% Hepos on all V\% rocks.

st be a
evada.

. H‘l_ iron an
%‘hg_ uranium mﬁw

® Hdl, the crayfishactudly dow in the dark!”

u "FiiE b 5o you he river late?”

e "Yeh Migt aswel have been paddiing

e in atombthose last two miles Too dad. |

¢ would haveloved to have seen thelook an

$ Gay'sface when he tripped over that rattler at

s theteke-out. Majewell get an earlier start

o nNexttime"

U "Geg it soundslikeevelyonekm aredly
® great fime! So we're going this weekend?” |
m gy

o "Sure nuff. I'l pick you up & four, Saiur-

e day moming. Just don't get too tanked at that

® party Friday night."

. “Moi!” | exdaimed. "Yau know that | do

& my best work when I'm Faly PeRg over.

o Thatswhen | redly dont caelf | Ilveor die
het's good, Jody Caueif it
keepsranlng Ilkethls,therésadf\anoethet
2 We can catch something even better. Asister
o creek that pardlesthisone No one heslad
® gyesnit yet, but according to the toposit is
< ﬁﬁ as sfeep, has three times the watershed
® and 15 four fimes as long!”

“Oooohhh,” I moaned With anticipation.
"Pease.. not another word! T'll see yau Satur-
® day." By thistimel was practicaly orgasmic.
* W could blame me?

Likel said, Jody knowswhét | like

tike I have Far:

Ard something tell I f -
thlnggood' ngtdlsmel'minfor some

Editor's Note: Carla Garrison isa
® regular colummist who is apparenily off

® her medication again. B
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WHy SAVE \ﬂm SALMON?

Fa the past twenty years, our nation has been committed to cleaningitsrivers,
thearteriesof the continent, and bringing them back tolife.
We can be proud that Eagtern rivers whose toxicity once peded the paint fromnearbyhousesare
now clean, and that fundinga new damregardliessof meritisnolonger the Western
senator'srite of passageinto largesse and clout.

ut thoughtiul
citirens
should kmow

what until mow has
concerned mostly
biologistsand
anglers. Wild
salmon aregoing
theway d the buf-
fdo: their numbers
aredecliningat an
astonishingrate.
Thelossd wild
salmon would be
seriousinitsalf, but
biologistsare espe-
cidly alarmed
becausesamonare
an indicator species: their ability tosurviveisatestd the
capacity o our watersto support life. What threatenssalmon
endangeerstheenvironmentasawhole.

Young Salmon swimming te the ocean

Wild salmon can survivein American rivers. What will save
them will save other formsd aquatic wildlife: protectiond
streambanksfrom grazing cattle, alterationd loggingand
road-construction techniquesthat silt over spawning grounds,
and cessttion d overfishing.

But agruably the grestest threat to wild salmon (and other
sea-run species) comesfrom dams- from excessvereleases
that raisewater temperatureand kill fish, from inadequate
(or nonexistent) fishways that block passage to spawning
grounds, from turbineblades that grind up young salmon

making their way
back to thesea.

In many places
damsand wild
salmonmust coexig,
and theeffortsto
manage thiscoexis-
tenceareand will be
complex and expen-
sve. Ye elsewhere
wecurrently alow a
simpler solution to
excape our notice:
thatitistotear
down thedamswe

PR G 1 e,

We have been damming our riversfor two hundred years: a
largeshare d thesestructuresare obsolete, many moreare
marginnal and no longer do what they were built to do-- they
would never be built today. Thesedamsshould beidentified,
and breached, or removed. Weask for your support for two
current effortsto restorethe Roguein Oregon, and the
Kennebecin Maineasexamplesd what can be done across
the country.

For moreinforinationon the Rogueand K ennebec cam-
paigns, and on Americanwild salmon and what you can do
thehelp thelocal and national groupsworking to savethem,
call the PatagoniaGuide Lineat (800)523-9597

1609 W. Baboock St. P. Q Box 8900 Dept. 702448, Bozeman, M T 59715

Patagonia pledges 1% of salestothe preservationa restoration of the natural environment. ©Patagonia Inc.,1993 Patagoniaisaregistered trademark of Patagonia Inc.,used under license.
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