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MOUNTAIN GEAR
YOUR TOTAL
QUTIDOOA
CONNECTION

—  MARMOT

. 1 L
. - ]"-{ /\ (= Polarlite Tech
' DRY SUIT B 4 A= Sweater
| SPECIALS 'E ;"'I $74,95 reg. ¥135
Eridanus™ gt S Tech Powder Gore-Tex
wo piece $315 = : Jacket $249.95 reg. $385
Paragon™ i =
| 5’ 5 i Nunatak Gore-Tex
one PIECC 2’4? .
Nude-X ™ . Jacket (womens)
; $9 9 w - $249.95 reg.$375
dry top "
X/C _SKIING
Throw Bags ) ]

. Asolo Extreme Pro (1 bkl) telemark 3 pin boot reg. $399 $249
Rafter 60' 3/8" proline $62.95

Kazama Outback telemark ski reg. $270 $249
Kayak Spectra 50x7mm $41.95 Tua Extreme /Expresso telemark ski reg. $299 $199

OVAL CARABINERS Black Diamond Toute Neige telemark ski reg. $295 $199
Karhu XCDIGT KINETIC meta edge touring ski reg. $205 $139
12 for $48.00 g6 Toing =4 19

At MOUNTAIN GEAR, we deliver the best in products and service at reasonable prices.
Phone and mail orders accepted. Call for our latest ski and outdoor Hot Sheet.
Stop by and see our complete selection of outdoor gear including boats by

Dagger - Mad River - Perception - Wenonah - Infinity

Mountain Gear

To order, Call (800)829-2009
Info. & Advice (509)325-9000
2002 N. Division Spokane, Wa. 99207
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IF A DRY BAG DOESN'T STAY DRY

CAN |IT REAL

Proven by years of rigorous
daily use by professional river
runners, Man of Rubber Dry
Bags stay dry. Our bags open
and close with an exclusive
waterproof industrial grade zip
lock closure. Featuring
Hypalon coated fabric, not
PVC, our bags are lighter,
more durable, abrasion and
UV resistant and outlast other
bags by more than 2to 1. All
that and a stylish look too!

The 1st Mate Zip-Dry Bag™
(pictured) is our duffle style
bag. Ths design has proven
extremely popular and is
offeredin 6 different sizes.
Carry handles are standard on
all szes with optional shoulder
straps for szes Medium through
XXLarge.

The 2nd Mate Zip-Dry Bag™
(not pictured) is manufactured
with the same unique
specificationsas the 1 Mate,
but is of the traditional grocery
bag design.

Y BE CALLED A DRY BAG?

Contact Man of Rubber,
Inc. for all of your outdoor
recreation equipment. We
carry a full range of
equipment, accessories and
spare parts for all of your
equipment needs. Write or call
today for our FREE catalog. We
welcome your interest and will
be more than happy to answer
any product questions.

M an of Rubber. Inc.™

6 utdoor
Recreation

Equipment
Established 1983

Rt 1 Box 93B

Reliance, TN 37369
615/338-2775



DRESS FOR DURESS

SI TTING in the hot seat, boofin’ a big -Li--.-|'-, comiort might
no be the Hirst thing on vour mind. But, no doubi aboul al, when
wirl e combortable yisl wiork better. That's why wi make |1.||.I|:I]||'.J.;
gear, The Nemo Dy Tap is bailt to keep your torso dey in a world
of spray, foam and |'r.'|~.h:|'|!,; waves IE j'\-n-x".:h- unencun beered

ermr
Dy Ty
treedom of maverment for whibewaker kayvaking, canoeing.
cven aggressive small-boat sailing. The Core T{'mp"Tn]! &
Shorls comidne mesh-skin neopoene and & stnely |'|!. Lycra
malerial to create watershedding insulating garmarnis that
miainkain the body's core temperatune inoa vanety of waler-
sports. Thary're effective Layering pieces under a pad
dling shell. ln milder comditions, they're all you nead for
paddling, surfing or diving, Cur WelTiry Gear Bags
SePAarake VWr drive-hofme-vwear (Form vour wel [ ] and
let's ik air-dry on the way

patagonia

For o tree oolir cxtaloe; the locython of Y otT nea st
atagom.t deader or Lereal Pachc lron Yvorks store, or [er
information on our completeiine or technicai clothing,
layering suaiviseeand sport=wiar, write Patagonia* Mail
Order, I707. 15 7900, Dept. I7117F7. Bozeman, %1 59715
Orcal  ~~ -9090

Patagonia donates 10% ot pre-tax profits or 1% ot sales-whichever is greater—to

preserving and restoring the natural environment.
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Not as smart as the average bear

When it comes to keeping a bear away from the picnic basket, these boaters fail miserably
By RICK DAVIS

Get Lost!

Practical tips for avoiding the crowds on popular Eastern whitewater runs
By DAVE BASSAGE

She broke my ...
Tales of carnage on Idaho's North Fork Payette
By CHRIS KOLL

No ordinary river trip for two pals
Paddling Quebec's endangered Great Whale River
By PETER SKINNER

Dancing with the Bear

Another southeastern steep creek challenges for the title of the country's hairiest run
By RON STEWART

Departments

11 Conservation
American Whitewater's annuallist of the country's "Top 40" whitewater
issues

18 American Whitewater Briefs

Memories of past Gauley seasons...Gauley survey to be
conducted...Safety survey results concerning Gauley incidents

o8 Safety

*What is a boat to do?
By CAROLYN PORTER

eShoulder dislocations: painful paddling injury
By STANLEY BURBANK

72 End Notes
Here's the real list of dose calls on the river
By GARY CARLSON

Front cover: John Regan muns "B" side of
Armageddon on Bear Creek. Photo by
Roger Zbel




Richard Fox, Eight time World Champion in K-1 Slalom
and Designer of the Perception Reflex. ™



ingle minded. Dedicated
S Io the task at hand. Driven
by a passion for excellence
that compels men and
companies to strive for
optimum performance.

At Perception/Aquaterra,
we have long recognized that
success demands focused
effort. From the outset,
quality, performance and
innovation shaped the design
and construction of our white-
water and touring kayaks.
Today, that dedication defines
our role as the world's leader
in kayaking.

Pride in craftmanship
blended with patented, lead-
ing edge technology and a
nationwide network ol
paddlesport dealers make
Perception/Aquaterra the
paddler's choice... for the
experienced paddler, press
ing the limits of personal
performance... for the casual
paddler, gliding leisurely
along water trails, taking in
the scenic beauty of the
outdoors... and for the
novice, working to master
basic paddling skills

Call Perception, Inc. today
for the name and number of
the Perception/Aquaterra
dealer nearest you... people
FOCUSED on helping you
get the most enjoyment from
your paddlesports adventure.

1-803-859-7518
FAX (803) 855-5995

Perception, Inc

| many of you folks who know me--but I am

| possessaninflated opinion of their boating

Clearer
Vvision
This may come as a surprise to
not actually a modestkind of guy.
Now ordinarily, alack of modesty

wouldn't distinguish me from a thousand
other whitewaterpersonalities--allof whom

skills, physicalappearance or overallvalue
to society. Thatis exceptfor one key factor:
I'm also as blind as a bat.

I've always avoided wearing glasses on the river--mainly because |
never liked the way they looked. And because | also can't wear contacts, I've oftenflirted

| with near-disasterous situations that a clearer vision could have helped avoid.

Boating seemsallittle more excitingwhenyou can't tellwhether that line of foam
is a breaking wave or a pour-over...or if that dark hump is a submergedrock or maybe
a turtle floating just beneath the surface.

No wonder to this day there are a lot of paddlerswho refuseto follow me down
ariver.

But this year | bought a pair of perscription sunglasses--and for the firsttime in
10 years| can see what's going on
around me and still look cool.

I'm especially looking forward to this year's Gauley Season and subsequent
Festival. Even for a person with limited vision, the scene at the Gauley is a handy
barometer of what's happeningin our sport and organization.

Future trends in boat design, paddling technique and equipment styles always
seem to make their first public appearance at the Gauley. It's probably because the
Gauley attracts a heavier concentration of high-end boaters to a single
location at any one time than at any other place in the country. Maybe the world. I'm glad
I have glasses so | can see what's going on.

The Festival has also emerged as an annualevent of national significance. Next
year's hot videos always seem to be premiered; prototypes of the next popular boat
design seem to always be on display; and of course, information regarding the latest
threats to our whitewater resources is there to be shared.

I hope to see you there. Especially this year now that | can recognize people

' standing more than 10 feet away.

Of course, if you can't make it to the Gauley--you can almost get the same
benefits from reading the pages of American Whitewater--the world's best semi-
professional whitewater magazine.

But personally, I'd rather be at the Festival. You can drink beer there.

' STAFF

Managing Editor: Chris Koll, 25 South Street, Apt. 67, Marcellus, NY 13108

Editor: Bob Gedekoh, Box 228, RD 4, Elizabeth, PA 15037

Advertising Director: PhyllisHorowitz, Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464;(914)688-5569
Conservation: Pope Barrow, Mac Thornton, Peter Skinner

Safety: Charlie Walbridge

Address Changes: Keith Morgan, 2601 Tanglewood Dr., Durham, NC 27705
Missing Copies: Contact Phyllis Horowitz

American Whitewater is printed by EBSCO Media, Birmingham, AL. Allrightsreserved.



The American Whitewater Affiliation (AWA) is a national organization with a

P URPOSE |

membership of over 1300 whitewater boating enthusiasts and more than 50local canoe | |

club affiliates. The AWA was organizedin 1961 to protect and enhance the recreational
enjoyment of whitewater sportsin America.

EDUCATION: Through publication of a bi-monthly journal, the AWA provides ||

information and education about whitewater rivers, boating safety, technique, and
equipment.

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains a national inventory of whitewater rivers,
monitors potentialthreatsto whitewaterriver resourcesthroughits "River Watch"system,

publishes informationon river conservation, works with governmentagenciesto protect |

and preserve free-flowing whitewater rivers, and provides technical advice to local

groups regarding river management and river conservation. AWA also gives annual |

awards to individuals to recognize exceptional contributionsto river conservationand an
annual“hydromania” awardto recognizethe proposedhydroelectric power project which
woudl be most destructive of whitewater.

EVENTS: AWA organizes sportingevents, contests and festivalsto raise funds
for river conservation. Since 1986, AWA has been the principal sponsor of the annual
GauleyRiver Festivalin Summersville, West Virginia, the largest gatheringof whitewater
boaters in the nation, other than at international racing events.

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling safety, publishes reports on whitewater
accidents, and maintains both a uniform national ranking system for whitewater rivers
(theInternationalScale of Whitewater Difficulty) and the internationally recognized AWA
Safety Code.

ORGANIZATION AND PURPOSES: AWA was incorporated under Missouri ===

non-profit corporationlawsin 1961 and maintainsits principal mailing address at PO Box
85, Phoenicia, NY 12464. AWA has been granted tax exempt status by the Internal
Revenue Service under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. The

charter includes the following purposes: encourage the exploration, enjoyment, and ==*

preservation of American recreational waterways or man-powered craft; protect the —

wildernesscharacter of waterwaysthroughconservation of water, forests, parks, wildlife,
and related resources; promote appreciation for the recreational value of wilderness
cruising and of white-water sports.

PROFESSIONAL STAFF: Exceptfor membershipservicesand the Executive
Director position, all AWA operations, including publication of the bi-monthly magazine,
are handled by volunteers.

D IRECTORS

Jack Hession
241 E. 5th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Diana Holder
Route 1 Box 90

Anita Adams
Route 2, Box 614
Princeton, WV 24740
Bill Baker
9429 W. Ontario Dr.

Pete Skinner
Box 272, Snyder Rd.
W. Sand Lake, NY 12195
Keith Thompson
1171 N. 10th St.

Littleton, CO 80123 Fairview Mt. Rd. Laramie, WY 82070
Pope Barrow Reliance. TN 37369 Mac Thornton
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Washington, D.C. 20003
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GORILLA

PADDLING THE NARROWS OF THE GREEN

A TERRY SHIELS PRODUCTION

"GORILLA" is mm_adrenaline charged film which documents the
running of North Tamlinas Green River Gorge. This potentially
fatal section of Whilewaler called The Narrows® was until recently
thought [0 be unrunnable.

Follow Forrest and Risa Tallaway, Bob McDonnough, Torh Visnius,
David Benner, and others d  m this ominous | ourney many consider
foolhardy. Discover why these hairboaters find il dangerous river
0 irresistible.

Producer/Dmctor Terry Shnel: dnmunc point of view pictures Iel
you exp of these daring few in @
2 1m mlnule film Dhat I redcﬁmn; the realm of possibility In
whitewater sport.

To gel m VHS of "GORILLA® rend $19.95 t $3.00 jwtage and
handling lo:
TERRY SHIELS PRODUCTIONS
9627-11 M Circle
Charlotte. NC = 28213
704-549-9315
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It's a Rapid Education!

A leader in whitewater instruction since 1972,
MKC offers highly persond instruction from
Beginner to Expert levels in both kayaking and

open canoeing - leading to diplomas
recognized world-wide.

Located on the Madawaska River, MKC
provides dll equipment and transportation
during the course, as well as the creature
comforts of a vacation resort, including
delicious meals served up with old world
hospitdlity. And better yet, our rivers are
clean, warm and uncrowded.

Join directors Claudia and Dirk = national
whitewater champions - and staff for an
unforgettable PADDLING VACATION!

MADAWASKA ..

Ontario KQJ 1BO
Summer: (613) 756-3620
= =

Winter: {416) 447-8845




There Has To Be A Reason Why In Just Two Years
Mohawk's XL Series of Whitewater Playboats
Has Become America's Most Popular.

Try One and Find Qut.

MOHAWK XL SERIES

More paddling, less swimming. MOHAWK'S Whitewater A shorter playboat - really quick turns.. . stable.. . dry
Playboats are very stable and very dry. Our Playboats are easy m funin low water rapids.. . use in Grade 1, ill, and IV
to paddle and quick to accelerate. The round bilges which Whitewater.

blend into flared sides, forward and aft, result in a canoe that

turns on a dime, is stable-surfing and easy to roll. The Our most popular playboat.. . the more you paddle
MOHAWK family of XL Playboats is the right choice for a XL13 it the better you like it.. . paddlers thru 250 pounds
veteran expert daring to challenge Grade V Whitewater, or a are paddling whitewater thru Grade V.. . really
novice learning to paddle Grade Il Whitewater! We invite your stable.. .very, very dry. .. easy handling.

comparison with any other such canoe. Paddlea MOHAWK XL,

look it over, then make your purchase decision. If you can't try A short combinationtandem and solo playboat.. .
an XL, talk to someone who owns one or has paddled it. XLM fun in rapids, and easy to paddle between rapids.. .
moreroom.. . Whitewater thru Grade V.

The tandem playboat.. . Whitewater thru Grade V.. .
X’.15 Stable, dry, and maneuverable... A whitewater
tripping canoe.. . good volume.. .

Specs.  Length Beam Depth Beam 4"WL sicht _ Dricak

XL 12 12'3” 15 “weight_Price™|

XL13 133" 32%" 15%" 29%" St $675

; : 3" %" v BO#  $700 |

Durable Royalex hulls, Plastic decks, PVC gunnels with ;((Hg igi gg/" Ig(f g g s = T SORD |
luminum reinforcement, Aluminum thwarts. Also available — o G54 $726
a reir ment, Alul warts. . * Add 821ght to price/subject to chang&s#— $725—|
all wood trim including beautiful wood inlaid decks, white ash 321 ]
gunwales with drain slots. 357 ——

TWO NEW WHITEWATER SOLO BOATS

1. FRANKIE HUBBARD'S 'EDGE' NOW AVAILABLE IN ROYALEX

Length Beam Beam 4" WL Approx. Wt. Depth
14'4" 28" 26-314" 53# 15"

2. XL-11 THE LATEST BOAT IN THE XL’ SERIES

Quick, responsive,dry. .. will handle paddlers thru 200 pounds

Length Beam Beam 4" WL Approx. Wit. Depth
11'4" 29" 28-5/8” 50# 15"
NMohawk &lldeé- XL12, XL13, XL15 also avallable a t \Nestern Canoeing

Box 115, Abbotsford, B.C., Canada Y2S 4N3
/= 963 N. Hwy. 427, LONGWOOD, FL 32750, (407) 834-3233 Phone (604) 853-9320




NEW WAVE KAYAK PRODUCTS /

GAULEY FESTIVAL SPONSOR //
f
NEW MAIL ORDER BUSINESS T
FOR ACCESSORIES J.*
u
PATAGONIA® f |

Saaian B

N W
\N\f}\ﬁwﬂ:

e R .=

EXTRASFORT®

Silver Creet

'THE SOURCE FOR:

Kokatat

_"— e CUSTOM BUILT BOATS e CUSTOM GRAPHICS

e e SQUIRT BOATS e LIFETIME SEAMS
=A$'=- o RACE BOATS e QUALITY DESIGNS
s e CRUISING BOATS e QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

¢ VACUUM BAGGED BOATS e HIGH TECH MATERIALS

DISCOUNT ON BOATS & ACCESSORIES
ORDERED AT THE FESTNAL

New Have Kayak Products

2535 Roundtop Road FREE CATALOG
FREE CATALOG Middletown Pa. 17057

Phone (717)944-6320



Dear Chris,

Just wanted to thank y'all fer the
opportunity of joining the Ender Club. I
apparently sentin the rightamount of con-
tribution money but quickly forgot about it,
not realizing the change it would effect in
my life.

On the day before stopping mail
delivery and leaving on our honeymoon (I
married Karen, ariver nymph) we received
a package from AWA which contained an
official "Ender" T-shirt and membershipin
the"Ender"Club. Oh! Thatl couldbuttouch
the hem of their robes, let alone stand in
their lofty company. | donned the gnarly
garb for our two-day drive to the S. Fork
Payetteinldaho, exposingmy persontoits
then unknown properties.

Upon arrival and after a manda-
tory hot spring soak, | jumped into the
kayak for some surfing on "the play wave."
Being rusty and losing my ferry angle (or
being drawnby anunknownhand) Ilanded
unintentionallyin "the pop-up hole" next to
"the play wave."

"What do I do now?" | sez to
myselfas I'm suckedinto the frothy maw of
diving current. My skin crawled andthe wet
hair rose at the back of my neck as |
plunged forward and was shot vertical as if
from a cannon. Aarrggl | was airborne.
Rising above the mists of the earth with
nothing between me and the high heaving
heavens but a determined and stubborn
gravity suckingme backdown, down, down

to flop ungraciously upside down in the

cold sobering river water.

“Wwaayy coool,” yellsmy wife by
way of encouragement. "Can you do it
again?" she asked as she armed herself
with a camera.

The rest will be history if you
reprint this, for | not only did it again for-
ward, | did it backward, and half pirouet-
ted, and rode the wheelie, grinning that
carefree grin of a kid with a new game to
discover. Andthe proudparentswerelurk-
ing nearby with a camera to catch the
moment for posterity. Karen consumed
threerolls of film and my only regretis that
the "Ender" T-shirt that launched my new
passion lay hidden under layers of spray
skirt, jacket and vest, not being promi-
nently displayed as it rightfully should.

So | ask you...do you have any
Polish Ender T-shirts? | want to keep my
styled pompadour dry. How about a Mys-
tery Move T-shirt for the budding squirtist
who hasn't joined a lounge lizard act?
Neeley's (not Bill) doesn't it get us deep
enough. I'm sure my friends Larry and Pat
want an Ender/Mystery Shirt for their
Whitesell paddling.

What's that you say? “It ain't the
shirt?" Blasphemer! Anyway, the moral of
this story is...if you wanna play the blues
you gottalive 'em, and if ya wanna ender-
-ya gotta join the "Club."

Thanks for the shirt and all that
came with it.

Most Sincerely Yours,
Rick and Karen Norman
Pasadena, CA

|

Dear Editor,

Hair today, gone tomorrow. NO
WAVYIII That's all we need is another pond
paddling magazine. Keep printing those
hair boat'n articles. This is my response to
a letter entitled "No more hair" that ap-
pearedin the May/June issue.

I'll never consider myself to be a
hair boater, but | sure enjoy reading those
artides. And do you think that justbecause
I read these artides, I'm going to grab my
boatandrunouttodomysterymovesatthe
bottom of Niagara Falls? Naaah, | don't
think so.

| think the AWA, ACA and other
whitewater organizations do an excellent
job of educatingandinforming the paddling
community on safety and the dangers of
river running. All we can hope for is that
each individual paddler can judge his own
skills, abilities, and limits properly.

Hair boating has been around a
long time. | would guess those paddlers
who firstpaddled the Colorado, Gauley or
Upper Yok could be considered hair boat-
ers. These paddlers have years of experi-
ence and are well seasoned. They know
the dangers and risks involvedand accept
them. There will always be boaters push-
ing the limits. It's like that in any sport. Not
to glorify them or anything, but the sport
wouldn't be what it is today if someone
hadn'tkeptpushingto do more challenging
rivers. Heck, we'd stillbe paddling seal skin
kayaks. The sport has come a long ways
over the years. A lot of safe and durable
equipmenthasbeendeveloped. And we've
learned alot about safety andrescuetech-
nigues.

| agree with Mr. Siposs, hair boat-
ingis notforeveryone. Butthatisnoreason
to censor it from the AWA Journal. As for
myself, if every kayak trip was a quietand
safe enjoyment of our waterways, and |
didn't have just a little adrenalin pumping
through those veins, well, | guess I'd take
up a new sport.

Sincerely,
Donald Gens
Zoar Valley Paddling Club

(Editor's note: Take a look at thismonth's
lineup, Don. There's enough expert-level
whitewater reportedin this issue to raise
the hackles of the most experiencedpad-
dler)
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By POPEBARROW
AWA Conservation Editor

AWA conservation volunteers have been hard at work
across the nation, struggling with a tangled assortment of
whitewaterriver issues. Concerns range from the ever-present
threat of hydropower developmentto the fastest growingmenace,
river passage and river access restrictions.

Recently, Conservation Chairman, Pope Barrow, sur-
veyed AWA regional coordinatorsand river conservation groups
throughoutthe nationto identify the top 40 whitewaterriver issues
alive in 1991. Here's the list.

1. Kennebec, Dead, and Penobscot Rivers, Maine

Issue: improving flows for whitewater in hydro relicensing
Current Status: John Porterfield is working with Central Maine
Power and Georgia Pacific, with help from the National Park
Service River Watch Program, to improve whitewater flows when
projects on the Penobscot, the Dead and on the East and West
outlets of the Kennebec are relicensed. John desperately needs
volunteers to help negotiate flows on the Dead. He is also
Contact: John Porterfield, AWA (207-825-3566)

2. Saco River; Maine

Issue: flows for whitewater

Currentstatus: National Park Service is looking into the possibility
of obtaining whitewater releases in relicensing. Releases would
permit boater to use a reach of the river which is now bypassed.
Contact: Dan Haas NPS (215-597-6477)

3. PemigewassetRiver, New Hampshire

Issue: Hydro relicensing; possible wild and scenic designation.
CurrentStatus: A 30-mile sectionof the PemigewassetRiver from
Plymouth to Bristol (above the whitewater section and above the
proposed Loon Mtn diversion) is being studied for possible inclu-
sioninthe national wild and scenicrivers system. AWA is working
on relicensing of the Public Service Co. of NH Ayers Island Dam
Projectin order to obtain summerflowsin the classli-lll whitewater
section. Contact: John Porterfield, AWA (207-825-3566), also
Phil Huffman, NPS (612-223-5013).

4. Deerfield River, Massachusetts

Issue: Relicensing of existing hydropower dam.

Current Status: whitewater groups, organized as New England
Flow and aided by American Rivers, are seeking improved flows
and possibly the removal of one of the many dams on the No. 5
section of this popular whitewater run. Test flows for whitewater
were attended by a huge turn out. Contact: Bill Hildreth, AWA and
New England Flow (617-383-2785)

5. Little River, Massachusetts.

Issue: Limited access and poor flow information.

Current Status: AWA regional coordinator E.J. McCarthy contin-
ues to press the Town of Springfield to allow private boaters
access through SpringfieldWater Dept. property to this class -
IV run in Massachusetts (just east of the Farmington). Contact:
E.J. McCarthy, AWA (RR 380-A, W. Cornwall, Ct. 06796)



BILL BURGER

Tom DeCuir, 1st Place, Ocoee Rodeo

Response's advanced design features give you more control plus more
stability. This kayak will go as far as you can take it! Like 1st and 2nd place
in men's and 1st in women's at the 7990 Ocoee Rodeo! 1st and 2nd overall

at the New River Rodeo in Virginia. Top finishing

playboat at Montana's Big Fork Festival, —
Want to know more? E e e e BE
Call or write for our free catalog! 5 A EE B8 AN—a"

g y r ‘—TM

P.O. Box 1500, Harriman, TN 37748 « 615/882-0404




§ LENGTH. 116"
; EEIEHT' 5? Ibs.

§ MATERIAL Cross-linked * Polvethelens

& COLOR A rainbow of colors to chose [rom

5 WOLUME. 77 gallons

5 SAFTEY FEATURES:

strongback  seat system
Deck mounted broach loops
Grab loops

Keyhole cockpit

Qut of the rugoed rivers of the west, INFINITY KAYAKS carve a new line in
white water play boats. A distinctive edge and hard rocker the INFINITY puts
you inocontrol It's symmetric hull and sharp edge buck the trend. Perform-
ance, comfort and saftey are the inspiration for the design.

* Cresalisk plastic is known for Its tmpact and abrasion strength plus its aility to hod its shape through

snldesive  use
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6. Moose River, New York.

Issue: Right of passage through canoeable segment.
Currentstatus: A $5,500,000 trespass action has been brought
aginst5 boaters who paddled a section of the South Branch of the
Moose which flows through posted property owned by the
Adirondack League Club. The boaters are being defended by the
SierraClub Legal Defense Fund. This will be a precedent-setting
case. Contact Tom Kligerman (518-457-5920) or Bob Srier,
SCLDF (202-667-4500)

7. Sacandaga River, New York

Issue: Access to the river.

Current Status. The NiagaraMohawk Power Company (NIAMO)
continues to exclude private boaters (but not commercial outfit-
ters) from this popular run. Whitewater boaters are trying to bring
the company aroundthroughnegotiations.Contact: Carol Liebfarth
AWAJACA 518-279-3989

8. Salmon River (Pulaski), New York

Issue: Access, improvedreleases fromunlicensed power project.
Current Status: FERC has declared that the Salmon River is not
a navigable waterway. The old existing hydropower project,
owned by the NiagaraMohawk Company, is not subjectto Federal
jurisdiction if this ruling is upheld. The State of New York is
appealing the ruling and AWA has filed a friend-of-the-courtbrief
supportingthe navigability of the stream. Without FERC jurisdic-
tion, it will be extremely hard to persuade NIAMO to provide
whitewater releases. Contact: Jerry Hergrave, AWA 716-663-
3888 or Bob Glanville, AWA, 716-847-7019
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9. Beaver and Raquette Rivers, New York

Issue: Relicensing of power project upstream of whitewater run.
Currentstatus: Negotiations are underway betweenthe utility and
whitewater boaters to insure access to the river and improved
recreationalreleases. Contact Pete Skinner, AWA 518-585-7580

10. Mongaup River, New York

Issue: Unlicensed hydropower without recreational benefits
Current Status: Boaters have been excluded from using the
whitewater of the Mongaup by the present owner of this old
unlicensed power project, Orange and Rockland Utilities. An
independent developer want to take over the project and provide
better recreational benefits. Orange and Rockland is trying to get
Federallegislation to allow them to keep their monopoly withouta
license. Contact: Ken Fishman, KCCNY (212-228-5753)

11. GennesseRiver, New York

Issue: River Access Restrictions

Current Status: NY State Parks authority has outraged paddlers
by requiring that they sign up 2 days in advance of paddling the
river and pay fees to boat the whitewater section. Contact: Jerry
Hergrave, AWA 716-663-3888

12. Upper Youghiogheny River, Maryland

Issue: Relicensing at FERC.

Current Status: AWA is seeking to continue whitewater releases
from the Penn Elec Company's Deep Creek Project. Boaters are
also asking for better advance notice of flows. Maryland State
fisheries agencies are looking into flows to protect fish habitat

which could cut back on water availabilitvfor boating. Meanwhile
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the power company has asked FERC to declare the river non-
navigable and, therefore, not subject to FERC jurisdiction. Con-
tact: Pope Barrow, AWA (202-546-3766)

13. Blackwater, Williams, Cranberry, and Shavers Fork Riv-
ers, West Virginia

Issue: Possible Wild and Scenic designationfor 13 rivers in the
Monongahela National Forest, including excellent whitewater .
CurrentStatus: A coalition of 21 groups formedby AWA is building
a political consensus for wild and scenic designation and for
restoration of damaged water quality to keep the trout healthy in
several of the streamswhichareimpactedby addrain. The Forest
Service had completed the fist phase of its study. The only
opposition so far has come from the State Department of Natural
Resources which has adopted a hostile and antagonistic attitude
for reasons whichare stillunclear. Contact: Roger Harrison, WVa
Rivers Coalition (304-472-0025)

14. Gauley River, West Virginia

Issue: An agreementhas beenreached between AWA and other |

concernedgroups and the National Park Sevice to permit private
hydropower developmentat the existing Summersville Dam. The
project will cannot adversely affect whitewater recreation in any
way although it will use releases from Summersville Dam for
generation. Another proposed project (the Parcoal Project) up-
stream of the dam near Webster Springs would divert water from
the Gauleyinto the Elk and could severely cut back on whitewater
flows at the Gauley. AWA and American Rivers are fighting the
Parcoal Project. Contact: Anita Adams, AWA (304-574-0482)

15. James River, Virginia

Issue: Possible wild and scenic designation

Current Status: The city of Richmond is considering asking the
Governor of VA to designate the falls of the James as a wild and
scenic river under section 2(a)(ii) of the Federal wild and scenic
rivers law. This would eliminate the persistent threat of hy-
dropower development at various sites on the James in Rich-
mond. Contact: Charles Ware, AWA (804-231-0118)

16. Johns Creek, Virginia

Issue: Access Problems

Current Status: An almost legendary battle continues between
boaters and a landowner (John Looney) who owns land on both
side of therivernear the take-out. Thisis Virginia's best whitewater
creek, but Mr. Looney claims ownership of the stream and
promisesto take trespasesto court. The State AttorneyGeneral's
officeis currentlyinvestigating the rights of publicpassage through
Virginia rivers like Johns Creek. Contact: Pope Barrow, AWA,
202-546-3766

17. Russell Fork, Virginia/Kentucky

Issue: Releases for whitewater

Current status: Negotiations between fishery interests and the
Army Corps regarding Russell Fork releases may lead to less
whitewater—or none at all. AWA is tryingto work out a compro-
mise. Meanwhile hydropower developers are planningtoinstall a
power project at Flannigan Dam; AWA and EPRO) have inter-
vened at FERC to oppose anything which would make whitewater
less available. Contact: James Stapelton, AWA (606-754-9779)
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18. Armuchee Creek, Georgia

Issue:: River access problems

Current Status: The Georgia State Supreme Court will hear
argumentsin October in a trespass case brought by a river-side
landowner against kayakers and canoeists who paddled down
this creek. The lower court has ruled against the boaters in a very
discouraging decision which suggest that no whitewater river in
Georgia would be considered legally navigable and open to
recreational boating. In a prior case, the popular Chatahoochee
Riverwas foundnon-navigable. Similar casesare pendingin New
York and California. Legislation to change State law has virtually
no chance of passage. Contact: Andy Warshaw, AWA (404-373-
6683)

19. Little River, Alabama
Issue: Possible designationas a new National Preserve

Current Status: Prospects for designation look good although
some oppositionhas developed. AWA Regional Coordinator, Ken
Burst is working with Congressman Tom Bevill to have the Little
River Canyon protected as anational preserve. The Park Service
has completeda new areastudy of the areaand foundit qualified.
Recently, environmental groups were able to have the river
designated under State law as an Outstanding Natural Resource
Water under the Federal Clean Water Act. This will protect water
quality. The AlabamaPower Company (which owns most of the
land) is cooperating with environmental groups and Congress-
man Bevill. Primary opposition has come from an out-of-State
rabble rouser opposed to the establishment of all new parks and
other Federalland areas. Contact: Ken Burst, AWA/Friends of the
Little River (205-977-5063)

C ONSERVE

20. Ontonangon, Manistee, Black, Pine, Presque Isle, Stur-
geon, Paint, and Brule Rivers; Michigan

Issue: Possible wild and scenic designation (also hydroelectric
relicensing at the Ontonagon)

Current status: Legislation to designate these whitewater rivers
with 7 other rivers in Michiganin a single omnibus bill has been
pending in both the House and Senate since early 1990. A stall
continues although the Forest Service supports designation. A
few private landowners, stirred up by the National Inholders
Association, continue to fight the legislation. Contact: American
Rivers (202-547-6900)

21. Pine River, Wisconsin

Issue: Hydroelectricrelicensing

Current status: Boaters and river conservationists are trying to
improve the recreational opportunities at the Pine River in the
FERCrelicensingprocess. Damremovalis an option at this point.
Contact: Angie Tornes, NPS (402-221-3481)

22. Clear Creek, Colorado

Issue: New dam and quarry under consideration.

Current Status: The Colorado Water Resources Agency is study-
ing a new water supply dam which could destroy this popular
whitewater run justnorthwestof Denver. Aproposed quarry could
increase noise, traffic and pollution in the canyon. Contact: Ric
Alesch, AWA (303-985-8620)

23. Yampa River, Colorado
ssue: Cross Mountain and Juniper Mountain Dams
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Current Status: The Colorado River Water ConservationDistrict
continues to push for these 2 dams in northwest Colorado for
hydropower and water diversion. Meanwhile the BLM is studying
83 miles of the river above Dinosaur National Monument for
possible wildand scenic status. The Yampa is the lastundammed
riverin the Colorado Basin and has excellentwhitewater in Cross
Mountain Canyon. Contact: Ric Alesch, AWA (303-985-8620)

24. Arkansas River, Colorado

Issue: Possible dam, flowand accessproblems, wild [scenic study
Current Status: As appropriate for the nation's most heavily used
whitewater river, the Arkansas has almost every river problemin
the book. Although the whitewater run is now under State man-
agement, nothingin the plan prevents dam construction. The city
of Colorado Springs has proposed 2 different dams (the Mount
Princetonand Elephant Rock dams) above Buena Vista, each of
whichwould divert up to 1/3 of the river. The BLM is studying the
river for wild and scenic status, butisignoring theincredibly scenic
Royal Gorge section. Meanwhile, there are access problems
galore. Worst of all, in August, Trout Unlimited obtained an
injunction in a local court which stopped summer whitewater
flows. Amajor mess !l Contact: Ric Alesch, AWA (303-985-8620)

25. Gunnison, Colorado

Issue: Possible water diversion

Current Status: The AB Lateral Project proposes to divert water
from the river near Montrose for hydropower and Arapahoe
County proposes to diver water from the upper Gunnison to the
front range for municipal water supply (lawn sprinklers). Contact:
Ric Alesch, AWA (303-985-8620)

...................................................... SNSERVE

26. Animas River, Colorado

Issue: Possible irrigation diversion

Current Status: The proposed Animas La Plata Project would
divert water from the river to provide agricultural water to farmers
south of Durango and for the Ute Indian Reservation:

Contact: Ric Alesh, AWA (303-985-8620)

27. Colorado River, Arizona

Issue: Environmentaldamage downstream of GlenCanyonDam.
CurrentStatus: AWA has joinedwith numerous other river groups
and environmental organizations to back legislation requiring
changesin the Glen Canyon Dam flow regime to reduce environ-
mental damage downstream in the Grand Canyon. A bill has
passedthe U.S. House of Representativesandis now pendingin
the Senate. Contact: Kevin Coyle, American Rivers (202-547-
6900)

28. East Fork of Owyhee River, Idaho

Issue: A proposed Air Force bombing range supportedby gover-
nor Cecil Andrus would dose down 150,000 acres betweenDeep
Creek, Battle Creek and the East Fork Owyhee . The East Fork
has been found eligible for Federal wild and scenic status, but
would be disqualified if it was bombed into oblivion.
CurrentStatus: Local groupsare opposingthe Air Force plans, but
the outcome is uncertain. Contact: Wendy Wilson, Idaho Rivers
United (208-343-7481)

29. Falls River, Idaho
Issue: Hydro developmentin progress
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Current Status: A proposed hydropower project would dewater 7
miles of dass Il whitewater (and trout habitat). Whitewater
groups were caught off-guard by a quiet developer, and the
project has already received a FERC license. But the U.S.Army
Corps of Engineers has not yet issued the required 404 Permit.
Boaters were able to get a stop work order issued against
continuedconstructionuntil this permitisfiled. Meanwhileanother
developer has applied for a preliminarypermit to build a second
projectabout 5-7 miles upstream. Contact: Wendy Wilson, Idaho
Rivers United (208-343-7481)

30. South Fork Salmon River, ldaho

Issue: Over zealous regulation

CurrentStatus: The US ForestServiceis requiringprivate boaters
to obtain permitsto float the main Salmon after running the South
Fork. This is a noncommercial river which offers an overnight
kayak trip withno jet boats or commercial raft zoo. But only those
will lots of $$3$ can fly out or take a jet boat when they reach the
main Salmon. Private boaters want the Forest Service to lighten
up. Contact: Wendy Wilson, Idaho Rivers United (208-343-7481)

31. Lochsa River, Idaho

Issue: Possible new highway could degrade environment.
Current Status: Retiring U.S. Senator Steve Symms got $12
million placed in a Senate appropriations bill to enlarge Highway
12 along this popular whitewater run (a national wild and scenic
river). If the money s also approvedin the House of Representa-
tives, the enlarged road will bring more traffic, congestion, noise
and scenic degradation. Contact: Wendy Wilson, Idaho Rivers
United (208-343-7

32. Elwha River, Washington

Issue: Possible removal of 2 existing hydropower dams
Current Status: Numerous environmental groups are asking that
2 existing hydropower dams (Glines Canyon and Elwha) on this
fabulous whitewater river be removed. The park service has
studied the removal option and found it feasible. This would set
an exciting national precedent which might be followed else-
where. Environmental groups and the park service argue that one
project cannotbe relicensed by FERC since itis inside a Olympic
NationalPark. But, FERCis dingingtoits reputationfor hydromania,
and refuses to cede authority to the park service.

Contact: Carol Volk, AWA (206-876-6780)

33. NorthFork, MiddleFork Snoqualmie Rivers, Washington
Issue: Access problems

Current Status: Stormy relations between boaters and the
WeyerhaeuserCompany haveledto access problems for boaters
at the put-in and take out on the North Fork. Another private
landowner temporarily blocked the take-out for the Middle Fork
run. Boaters are looking for a new take out to avoid future
problems. Contact: Sandie Nelson, Northwest Rivers Council
(206-547-7886)

34. Klamath River, Oregon

Issue: Possible hydropower development (Salt Caves Project)
Current Status: The City of Klamath Falls continuesto pushahead
with this heavily contested project. Numerous environmental
groups continue to fight on all fronts. The State has denied a 401
water quality permit on technical grounds,_but the FERC may,

Get Wet Every Day.. .
All Day.. . 365 Days A Year

Hang the 1992 Sea Kayaking or 1992 River Runner's
Calendar on your wall and experience your favorite
watersport every day of the year.

Afull 20x13 on the wall the calendars each showcase 13
full color photographs that capture the dynamic moods and
action of the sea kayaking and river running adventure.
Large daily grid boxes for your personal notations.
Astronomical phenomina, moon phases, holidays, personal
quotations, little known river facts, history and trivia along
with environmental data are included.
$9.95 plus $3.50 shpng/hnding (each additional calendar add $1.50

per calendar for shp/hnding). CA res. add 6% sales tax. We will send
gift calendars if provided with separate address.

Sandpi EE% .
Pz'glisﬁihg

P OBox 5143 Stateline, NV 89449 * 916/544-3506 i e

|

Paddle
Jackets

e Paddle Pants
o Wetsuits

" Paddie Jacket

and Pants
"~ Sprayskirts
Throw Bags

Kayak Back
Straps

e Paddlemitts

Cockpit
Covers

e Canoe Thigh
Straps

' e So Much
More.

P.O. Box 3155
Boulder, CO. 80307




ignore this. Federal Wild and Scenic status is still a possibility.
Contact: Bob Doppelt, Oregon Rivers Council

35. American River, California

Issue: Possible constructionof Auburn Da

Current Status: The Auburn Dam proposalis still alive in the form
of a 430 foot high expandable flood control dry dam with gates.
The dam would periodicallyflood large 35 miles of the North and
Middle Forks of the American, and could be converted to a
permanentreservoir by merely dosing the gates. Conservation-
ists are backing an alternative river-based national recreation
area (like West Virginia's Gauley River NRA) and less expensive
and less environmentally damaging methods to solve the flood
controlproblemswhichdo existwiththe AmericanRiver. Contact:

Ron Stork, Friends of the River(916-442-3155)

36. Merced River, California

Issue: Possible wild and scenic protectionfor Lower Merced
Current Status: Designation of the Lower Merced as Wild and
Scenic (in addition to the existing 71 miles on the main stem and
43 miles on the South Fork added last Congress) is still being
pushed by river conservationists, but is being resisted by the
Merced Irrigation District. Meanwhile a giant new dam which
would drown the river up to Briceburg has been proposed.
Contact: Friends of the River (916-442-3155)

37. Yuba River, California
Issue: Proposed hydroelectric/flood control projects
Current Status: The Yuba County Water Agency is collecting

1969 - 1989

CONSERVE

funds for ambitious hydrofflood control projects on the North,

Middle, and SouthForks of the Yuba. Contact: Friends of the River
(B16-442-3155)

38. Mokelumne River, California

Issue: Proposed hydropower projects.

CurrentStatus: Amador County'slicenseapplicationbeforeFERC
to build the Devils Nose Dam is still pending and San Joaquin
County has obtained a preliminarypermit to investigate construc-
tion of a Middle Bar Dam. Both dams are environmental night-
mares. Contact: Friends of the River (916-442-3155)

39. N.Fork Stanislaus River

Issue: Possible hydropower project

Current Status: The Calaveras Co. Water District and Northern
Cal. Power Agnecy have applied for preliminary permits to build
the Ramsey-FrenchMeadows hydro project which would elimi-
nate the Boards Crossing Run onthe N.Fork of the Stan. Contact:

Friends of the River (916-442-3155)

40. Tatshenshni River, Alaska (and Canada)

Issue: Proposed huge copper mine

Current Status: The mine would severely impact the wilderness
quality of this amazing wild and beautiful river by dynamiting the
top off Windy Craggy Mtn, creating a huge open pit mine, storing
18,500 tons of highlyacid wasterock eachdayin a 4 12 mile long
reservoir with an earthen dam located on 3 earthquake faults,
construct 65 miles of road and two pipelines in a wilderness.
Contact: Jack Hession, AWA & Sierra Club (907-276-4048)
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Gauley Season sparks old stories

Compiledby LEE BELKNAP

Around boaters' campfires you
hear stories--lotsof them. I nthe East, one
river keeps turning up: the Gauley.

The Gauleyismanythingstomany
people. To many it is a place to prove
themselves against the next level of diffi-
culty. To others, it's a place to find an
adrenalin rush or two. And then there are

others who just come to be entertained_

both on and off the river.

To me, the Gauley is a magical
place. For one thing, everythingabout it is
big. From the East's largest earthen dam
rising 500 feet above the river to the man-
sion-sized rocks with potholesin their tops
asif to say "Look how much water regularly
went through here before the dam."”

The rapids on the Gauley are big-
-yet not so unforgiving as some other Ap-
palachianrivers. Still, they demand a great
deal of respect.

But when that respect is offered,
the “Golly” gladlyopensupits secretmoves,
raw power and wonderful natural beauty
for the paddler's delight.

No wonder it remains the center-
piece of so many campfire stories.

The OId Days
Back in the old days there was
more adventureto a Gauley trip than there
is today. In a way, today's paddlers are a
little deprived when they are able to make
Sunday runs in warm weather and then
hop in the car and drive the interstates

Sweet's Falls

home.

Part of the adventure once in-
dudedgettingthere. For Southerners, there
was the West Virginia Jobs Program--re-
cently renamed the West Virginia Turn-
pike. This perpetual non-motion machine
was started in the 50's and slowed Gauley
season traffic through the mid 80's. We
didn't really mind though, as a friend once
overheard on his CB, "You should have
seen the old road."

| can't remember who's campfire
I was at in the early 80's when | heard a
story about a group who allowed a fellow
passenger to navigate a shortcut to the
river. "I've got the greatest shortcut" he
says. "Just get off the interstate here." The
vanleft the four-lane and went up and over
the mountain,down avalley or two, up over
another mountain, and then after an hour
or two, they crossed another interstate. So
far so good.

A coupleof more hillsand another
hour broughtthemto still another four-lane
highway. The shortcut came alongside of
it, thenwentback up the hill. They waved at
a hitch hiker up on the four-lane as they
sped by.

Twentyor thirty minutes later, they
came back down from the top of yet an-
other mountainand saw anotherfour-lane.
Theywaved to the same hitch hiker...Then
they tore up the map and banished the
navigatorto sitin the boat tied to the roof for
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the rest of the November drive. (I'm not
sure, but the boats my have been stacked
on their sides).

The Shuttle

Backthen,riversuccesswaseven
moredifficult thanitisnow, especiallyif one
wanted to take out of the Upper at the end
of the day. Back then, Peters Creek was
one of the few available choices.

The railroad tunnel at Peters
Creek was alwaysa treat, especiallywhen
youhadn'tplannedonusingitandhadthus
left your waterproof flashlightin the car in
November, after 6 pm. The five guys carry-
ingaraftaheadof you, andthe dozen other
boatersinthe tunnelwere never enoughto
diminisheventhe greatesttrainlover's fear
of trains. Nobody's ever told me firsthand
what it would be like, but apparentlyit has
happened sans raft.

One sunset, after safely complet-
ing the mile-long hike at Peters Creek, a
work train came creeping by. I'd never
seen anything like it. This train was grind-
ing the tracks to that proper'round" shape
that railroad rails are supposedto have. A
shower of sparks sprayedfromthe wheels.
There was an engine and two cars with 26
grinding wheels each. A tank car with two
men on the back, hosing down the brush,
completed the procession.

Only weeks later did | remember
that the tracks from Peters Creeks led
down to the tunnel by the river and | won-
deredif the shower of sparks helpedillumi-
nate the tunnelfor any stragglingpaddlers.

On my very first takeout up Pan-
ther Creek, | would have laughed at any-
one whoforesawits presentpopularity. But
a couple of years later, it became a nor-
mally acceptable access point to the river.

Stunts, the cable car, and other
horrors

Back before the Government
would admit to the existence of a "Gauley
Season"for whitewater boaters, there was
more room for occasional extra-legal ac-
tivities. One story | heard from reliable
witnesseswas that of someone who called
himself "Danger Bob". This guy had the
ability to ignore common sense and do
alligator entries above the jets of water
being released from the dam. The results
were apparently spectacular, and he re-
peatedthe stunt severaltimesbefore Dan-
ger Bob faded back into the crowd.

Another story came to my atten-
tionwhile workingonthispiece, butnone of
the personalitiesinvolvedwould ownup to
their participation--presumably to avoid in-
carceration or commitment.

Lacking a willing source, I'll re-
count the episode second-hand as it was

told to me to preserve the character's ano-
nymity:

"Justout of college andin my first
real job, | had been bitten by the Gauley
bug a few years earlier and had returned
each year to enjoy the challenge of the
Upper Gauley, the serious party that al-
ways occurred at the Gauley River Festi-
val, and the easier day of play boating on
the Lower Gauley and on the New River
Gorge. Vacation planning had turned vi-
cious that year, with my plans shifted by a
boss that didn't understand that | had to

have the week off that the Gauley Festival
was on.

"l found myself on the road alone
that year, with no plans but to head to the
Gauley and find someone to paddle with. |
arrived late that night to camp in the dam
parkinglot, a campfire glowingwithadozen
or so hard core river-rats guzzling whiskey
andswapping storiesin aserious Southern
drawl. Preparing for the worst, | pulled a
fifth of Jose Cuervo and a fifth of Jack
Daniels from the trunk and headed for the
commotion, fully aware of what | thought
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would be the peril of beinga Yankeein the
southernWest Virginiacourt of the Gauley.

“l took a swig of the tequila and
passed it along. Where you from? Con-
necticut,Ibelched. Hmmm. Yousmokethe
good stuff, | asked, preferringa dullglazing
to a hangover. Yep. The ice was broken,
the gifts of good smoke and hard liquor
bridging the gap across the Mason-Dixon
line. I was in.

"l paddled that week with some of

the finest paddlers | had met anywhere. |

They were in boats thatl thoughtradical at

the time, a Millennium Falcon and a cut- |

down Prijon '82 and other exotic river craft.
| was in a beat-up[ Dancer. A lot of great
thingshadhappenedontheriver that week,

| including a scary trip up behind the tubes.

But the two things | remembered most
were incidents that occurred off the river:

| the tour of the dam tubes and the cable car

ride.

"It was late at night. Our attitudes
were properly adjustedfor adventure, and
we quickly scaled the fence next to the
thunderingtubes, vaulting the barbed wire
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with the Mission Impossible theme song
whistling through our heads. We crept low
towards the ladders and open air intakes
atop the outlet tubes. There were no signs
of Rangers, Army Corps officers, or of
anybody. We had the place to ourselves.

“The air was rushing headlong
downtheintake shafts, myknuckles gripped
white against the weathered iron ladder
rungs. | felt my feet touch cold concrete; |
held onto the ladder rungs to avoid being
sucked into the fan-shaped aerators that
mixed air with the water sucked out of
Summerville Lake. We took turnstouching
the fan jet of water with our fingertips,
surprised at the heat and friction burn that
resulted. It was a deafening, wildplace and
we each wondered how many bits our
bodies would be blowninto if we let go of
the ladder rungs. I climbed out before I had
the chance to find out.

"We were all pretty wound up
when a couple of guys decided to let us all
in on a little secret: there was a cable car
and wire that spanned the river just belong
the parking lot, and they had succeededin
freeing the cable car earlier and had taken
atestride. Howabouta spin? We scrambled
down the rip-rap to the river left side of the
cable, strung 60feetabove EntranceRapid.
Four of us climbed in, the safety chain was
fastened, and we pushed off, the cable
screaming through the pulleys. Yelps and
yahoos met the G-forces at the bottom of
the cable, and we glided through the dark-
ness close to the other end of the cable,
rachetting the car up the remaining slope
with the hand bar. Swoosh!

"We screamed back and forth a
few more times, adrenalin junkies fixed on
fear, white knuckles grippingthe safetyrail.
And like any junkie, we wanted more ex-
citement, more fear. Soon, we werebegin-
ning to bounce the car as we spedback and
forth. “What is the cable breaksl" my alter
ego screamed across my synapses.

"The next plateau was reached
whenwe beganbounangand swingingthe
car during our low orbit flights. It was like a
religiousexperience: insteadof fearingand
dreadingthe fact that 1 was definitely going
to die as the cable broke to scatter us 60
feet over the Entrance Rapid rocks, | be-
ganto say, "Screw it, if I'm going to die, |
might as well enjoy myself on the way."

“To this day--1 have yet to have a
similar experiencein whichthe thresholdof
abject fear was reached and brokenin the
name of pure screamingfun.”
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Information needed for river plan

NPS to conduct Gauley pac

The National Park Service willbe
conductingariveruse surveyonthe Gauley
River this fall. The purposeisto determine
patterns and levels of commercialand pri-
vate use at all existingriver access points.

Thisinformationis needed for the
General Management Plan and the ac-
companying Environmentallmpact State-
ment being prepared for the NRA. These
documents will guide NPS planners and
managers in determining what develop-
ment and land acquisition alternatives to
consider for this new unit of the NPS (es-
tablished in 1988).

Each Saturday duringthe six con-
secutive Gauley weekends, NPS person-
nelwillbe stationed at Summersville Dam,
Panther Creek, Woods Ferry, Bucklick,
Koontz Bend, Peters Creek, Swiss and
Jodie. Each launching craft will be as-
signed a number attached to a wrist band
worn by one person per craft. The wrist
band will be collected wherever the craft
takes off the river. This will provide an
accurate method of determiningtrip length

and tracking entry and exit points.

Three questions will be asked at
the launch site:

1. Is the trip commercial or pri-
vate?

2. If commercial, what is the
company's name?

3. Whatis your zip code?

Three questions will be asked at
the take-out site:

1. Wheredidyoueatlunchtoday?

2. Ifyoucampedovernight, where
did you stay?

3. Where wouldyou prefer to see
public launching and take-out facilities lo-
cated in the Middle Gorge?

The last question is particularly
important for private boaters to answer.
Exceptfor the publicaccesslocatedimme-
diately below the Summersville Dam, all
other existing access points in the Middle
Gorge and near the town of Swiss are
owned by the commercial outfitters. Ac-
quiring one or more of these sites is a
priority: the situation is particularly critical
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because there are no public roads that
access the river anywhere between the
dam and Swiss.

Commercial companies who do
notown landin the NRA pay access feesto
landowners. Private boaters who puton or
take off the river in the middle section are
trespassing as they climb extremely steep
slopesor walkalongrailroadtracks or trails
carrying kayaks and related gear to their
vehicles. Conflictshave occurredbetween
the private and commercial boaters over
vehicle parking and use of the private ac-
cess areas.

Although the NPS has no regula-
tory authority over the numbers of people
using the Gauley (the enabling legislation
directed that the state would regulate all
commercial watercraft services), it does
have responsibility for land based services,
suchas providingpublicaccessto theriver,
changing facilities, etc.

If you are paddlingthe Gauley this
fall on a Saturday the Park Service asks
that you cooperate with their personnel

Whether you're a rater, rater-chaser, or wannabee — forihe first time—a newspaper that
covers efl the paddling sports. Plenty of photos and race gossip! Racers and friends of the
rating community will want to stay in the gates and on the buoys with Canoe and Kayak
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doing the survey and take the time to give
thoughtful answers. The Park Service is
trying to streamlinethe survey so thatthere
will be no launching delays and only 60
seconds should be required to retrieve the
wrist bands and ask question 4,5 and 6.

If you will not be on the Gauley,
the NPS would still like your input regard-
ing the development and facilities that you
feel should be considered for the Gauley.
Written comments should be sent to the
Superintendent,New RiverGorge National
River, p.o. box 246, Glen Jean, West Vir-
ginia 25846.

Anotheravenueforinputis viathe
noncommercial whitewater boating orga-
nizationrepresentativeonthe Gauley River
NRA Advisory Committee, KimCastro. His
address is Route 2, Box 280, Fayetteville,
West Virginia 25840.

The enabling legislation for the
NRA directed that an Advisory Committee
be established to consult with the NPS on
"mattersrelating to development of a man-
agement plan for the recreation area and
implementation of such plan". This Com-
mittee is expected to have its first meeting
late this fall or early in 1992.

AWA Safety Survey identifies
Gauley boating hazards

By DAVID WALLACE

The AWA "Close Calls and Seri-
ous Injury Survey" induded 17 reports of
separate non-fatal a das which oc-
curred onthe Upper Gauley between1980-
1990. No reports were received on the
Lower Gauley. Most of the Gauley reports
were filed by "experienced" paddlers,
though many were unfamiliar with the river
itself.

Vertical and horizontal pins ac-
countedfor almost half of the incidents (8),
while entrapment inrock sieves accounted
for three more. Sixty-five percent of the
Gauleyaccidentsfellinto these categories.
The rapids most often named were Initia-
tion (4 people), Lost Paddle (4 people),
Conestogd 2 people) and House Rock (2
people). No deaths were reported to the
survey, but in the pastleaths have oc-
curred at Initiation, Lost Paddle and
Conestoga.

Themost typicalscenarioreported

was a paddler attemptingthe river for the
firsttime and followinga more experienced
boater without scouting. The victim either
lost their way" or was not aware of the
safest line. Almost half sited'unseen ob-
stacles"and 80% sited "bad judgement” as
contributing factors.

Reviewingthe data suggeststhat
the Gauleyis no place for swimmers, boat-
ersout of controlor off theirline. Therapids
mentionedhere are particularlyunforgiving
and paddlers would make sure they no the
correct routes before they attempt these
rapids. Many advanced and expert boat-
ers are reticent to get out of their boatsand
scout and prefer to play follow-the-leader,
but receiving detailed routing instruction
and/or scouting before tackling these rap-
ids would seem prudent.

Full results of the national survey
with a detailed analysis will be induded in
anupcomingissue of AmericanWhitewater.
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Great Fall race:
aclass VI sprint

By BISHOP WHEEL

Great Falls of the Potomac. It's &
site of spectacular beauty, the kind of place:
that showsup onthe SierraClub Calendar,
But scenery is not what interests thes
whitewater maniacs who specialize in run.

] cetse barely wide enough for a kayak. It}

| requires precise moves at every stage.
| Pins are adefinite possibility. The exitis so
narrow that kayakers have to lift their
paddles vertically to avoid being hung out
| to dry with a paddle hooked on the left and
| right rocks. Some boaters (and ALL open
boaters- even Nolan Whitesell) sneak the
fop drop by taking a less confined route
around the far right which drops into a big
soft foam pile. This takes longer and usu-
allyresultsin aflip androllin aerated water
at the bottomn.

ning the amazing cascades of whitewater

which crash throughthis rocky gorge. This
is dass V/VI whitewater within a 1/2 hour
drive of more than a million people.
Thereis alot of whitewater on the
PotomacFallsline, even atlow water. It all
starts with a bang, right at Great Falls

National Park. There are four runs right |

here: the Virginia side, the Maryland side,
the gorge through the island , and the *fish
ladder". The water level is critical for each
of these runs, and in normal late summer
flows (between 3.1 and 2.7 on the Little
Fallsgauge)it's the Virginiaside thatreally
attracts the hard core whitewater maniac.

The Virginiaside of Great Falls is
excitingwhitewaterin anincrediblybeauti-
ful setting, but a lot of ugly things could
happento apaddler here. The totaldropis
equivalentto a 5-story building (more than
55 feet), broken into roughly 3 major rap-
ids. The two upper rapids (U Hole and S
Turn) are complex dass V drops. The
finale is an almost sheer 22-foot falls (the
Spout) whichtiltsimperceptiblyto the right.

Unfortunately for the hapless
boater who fails to power out far enoughto
the river-left side of this monster, most of
the water crashes down on to a massive
boulder thrusting out from river left. An-
other rock protrudes slightly out from the
wall behind the center of the drop, hidden
by the liquid white veil crashing noisily over
the falls. Boats have been broken in half
here when their stern hits this hidden rock.

NO PLACE TO SWIM

Terrifying swims- mostly through_|
subaqueous darkness- have been known
to occur, bothin the bottom falls and in the
drop above the falls. Swims are especially
dramatic at high levels (above 3.1 on the
Little Falls Gauge).

Photos always show boaters
dropping dramatically off into space from
the bottom drop (the Spout), usually with
very intense expressions. The Spoutis a
dassic photo opportunity, but the upper
two drops are more complex, if less dra-
matic, whitewater.

The usual route through the top

.............................................
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The seconddrop (S Turn)islong,
wet, and ccmplexwithholes, pillowedboul-
ders and a slightly unpredictable charac-
ter. No one seems to run it the same way
twice. Low volume boats do exquisite pir-
ouettes here on their tails. Failure to brace
hardat exactly the rightmomentcouldlead
to adump and MANDATORY'ollnot many
yards above the 22 foot Spout.

ADRENALIN REQUIRED

Put all three drops together and
you have one Hell of an exciting place to
paddle. With first-time Falls boaters, the
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fear is so strong you can almost smell it. It
all looks more or less reasonable scouting
from the shore, but when you finally clam-
ber up the Flake, past the hornets nest, to
the top, get in your boat, and look down-
stream, allyou can seeis thelip of the top
drop, big rocky walls, and blue sky. The
maelstrom of white froth downstream is
entirely out-of-sight.
ITS NO FUN IF YOU AREN'T SCARED
Why would anyone want to boat
inthisfrighteningplace?lsitreallyfun? Or
is there some strange perversion which
causes us to be attracted to hostile places
like this with danger written all over them ?
These are the kinds of thoughts that go
throughyour mind- at leastthey go through
your mind before your first or second or
thirdrun. After 3 or 4runs, you are more or
less brain dead and no questions come to
mind.
SHRINK EXPLAINS BEHAVIOR
PsychiatristPark Dietz, an expert
on sado-masochism, explains that what
makes whitewater boaters tick is more or
less the same thing as what makes some-
one asexkiller. Accordingto Dietz,'people
who do dangerous sports, like bungee-

jumping or sky diving, will tell you that they —

arereally quite terrifiedwhenthevfirstdoit.

But quite rapidly, the experience changes
fear into ecstasy, oftenall at once, and you
get hooked. A totally averse reaction be-
comes an addiction.”

Althoughno one hasyetdetected
astatisticallinkbetweenwhitewater boater
andax murderers, there probablyis some-
thing to Dietz's theory. The number of
Great Falls addicts has been growing. So
many are now addicted that a race has to
be heldto sortout whois who andestablish
a pecking order. This year 23 addicts
showed up. Some compulsive veterans
had more than 50 trips through the falls
under their belt.

RACE ATMOSPHERE INTENSE
Even with a very high level of

expertise (and testosterone) in evidence 7

among the participants, the race atmo-
sphere added an additional element of
intensity. The needto go fast. It cuts out the
eddies, the rest stops, and precise gauging
of each stroke. Predictably, there were a
few exciting moments.

One veteran C-1 paddler (a survi-
vor of several exciting high water swimsin
the spout) hit arock at the top of the second
drop andlosthis griponhis paddle. He then
proceeded to run the entire drop in true
Boater-Out-of-Control mode: Look Mom-
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Another Great Falls addict
(knownlocally as'Copter Man"because of
his frequent flyer status with the helicopter
rescue squad on the Potomac) blew his
spray skirtin the seconddrop. Unfazed by
this catastrophe, he was so fired up he
nearly ran the Spout with a boat full of
water. Fortunately, Tom McEwan (one of
the safety boaters), quickly and forcefully
injected a dose of sanity and prevented
that particularinteresting event fromtaking
place.

Thenthere was awell-knownC-1
racer (many times world champion
slalomist) who attackedthe top drop sofast
andfuriouslyinalow-volumeraceboatthat
he slammed into one of the upper rocks
andpinnedforcefullyagainstit. Fortunately,
after a few moments of anxiety and some
peculiar paddle work, he managed to pry
himself free and fired off downstream,none
the worse for wear (physically at least).

CROWDS PRESENT PROBLEMS

Havingaboatwreckin GreatFalls
d the Potomacis the worst nightmare for
nany D.C.-area boaters. Still the biggest
worry D.C. paddlersnow have atthe fallsis
auniversalnightmare:river accessrestric-
tions.

CHOOSING A WHITEWATER KAYAK?

Some still get VANHA designs just because he invented the
creek boat. Others appreciate the cross-over excellence of his
designs ... popular at instructional schools worldwide and a
runaway favorite of European rodeo winners. For you Ben
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According to Great Falls Park

spokesperson, Jane Anderson, the 1991
race attracted a huge crowd of over 300
people to the adjacentnational park on the
Virginia shore. The view was outstanding,
but probably as dangerous for the specta-
tors as for race participants. Hundreds of
spectators where perched all over rocks
that national park service would like to see
no one ever get near. Needlessto say, the
park service officials were NOT happy
campers. Theirtemperswere notimproved
by the fact thattheylearned about the race
through an article published3 days ahead
of time in the Washington Post.

Park service personnel com-
plained that there was no permit for the
race, commercialhucksterswere selling T-
shirts in the park without permission, and
numerous park service regulations were
openly flaunted by race organizers. Ex-
pecting a low-key event, virtually no park
service personnelwere onduty at the early
morningrace timetohandle the crowds. By
the time the park opened and was fully
staffed, everyone was on their way out.

The bigworryhereis that the park
service will press for more restrictions on
boaters running falls. Even now, boaters
are not permittedto put in from the Virginia

shore above the falls. Everyone
is forced put in down stream and
dimb over treacherous rocks in
the center of the river or enter
from the inconvenient Maryland
shore. Morethan one boater- the
author included-hasbeeninjured
by fallingfrom these rocks on his
way to the top.

In addition, under an
informalagreementbetweenthe
park service and local boaters,
running the falls is off limits be-
tween 9:00 AM and 6:00 PM.
Moreover, each person running
falls must be registered with the
State of Maryland Boating Ad-
ministration so that his organs
can be donated should he fail to
successfullynavigatethecourse.

Hopefully, the race
next year- if there is a race- will
be more of a low key event at
least so far as spectators are
concerned. Otherwise a major
park service crack down is inevi-
table.

RACE RESULTS
1st: Nelson Oldham, Washington, D.C.

2nd: Billy Bob Taylor, Falls Church, Va.
3rd: Allen Roberts, Great Britain
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What isaboater to do?

At first, | chased all the
sputtering swimmers, towed
out the stranded tubers, and
gave ropes and directions to
unpin boats. After a while, |
began to realize that most
people would survive without
me...I developed the
under-12 rule.

By CAROLYN PORTER

It is true that being a Texas
kayakerissomewhatd anoxymoron. Most
d Texasisflat, andwhatisn't flatisusually
dry. Werely mostly onout-of-stateadven-
turesand afew redlly good floodsto sus-
tainus. Needlesstosay, most Texanshave
little familiarity with whitewater. | have
concludedthat, by andlarge, thetwodon't
mix well.

My favorite playspot is a little
side-surf hole below Waco Fdls on the
Guadelupe River. It's not much, but it's
the best we can do. The Guad is narrow
and coldat that point, fed fromthebottom
d the dam-made lake a few miles up-
stream. The river release rates are deter-
m ned by a formula guarded with the
samesecrecy giventhereci pefor Cokeand
withno regardfor recreational use.Suffice
tosay, with somerain, demandsfrom the
ricefarmers, and the proper alignment o
the planets, thedam releasewill get upto
awhopping 550 cfsand my playspot will
appear. And so do the whitewater
wannabees.

Onthewhole, central Texansare
wonderful people, but they have no idea
what to do in moving water. Their
whitewater experience is limited to
Astroworld. Herds of Bubbas and
Bubbettes, soontobedrunk and painfully

S
T

River mayhem! How much assi stance shouldboatersrender to out-of -control whitewater
novicesin margina equipment?

sunburned, descend on thevariousriver
vendors for tubes, canoes, duckies, and
refts. K-Martisprobably the most popular
supplier d privateriver creft. Lifejackets
are rarely seen and swimming abilities,
epecialy after numerousLone Stars, are
generalylimited.

WoecoFallshastakenanumber o
lives. Mogt survive the wrapped canoes
and pinned rafts, although rescue tech-
niques used are hair-raising. The swim-
mers, whether in tubes or flushed out o
their canoes/rafts/duckies, get ham-
mered. On river right, they go down the
main chute over a four-foot drop, get
flushed tothebottom, and eventually pop
out to float out the rapid or, worse, get
recirculatedintotheeddy. Theretheycling
to the big rock in the center d theriver,
shivering, coughing, stripped d their
shades (retrieval d which is a cottage-
industryamongenterprisingscubadivers),
beers, gimme-caps, and cigarettes, unwill-
ing to jumpback into thecurrent to flush
down stream. If they end up on river left,
they go over thedrop into the rocksand
then, bruised and disoriented, float into
my holefor aspin.Cf course, they dl try to
stand up assoon as possible. Foot-entrap-
ment isusually responsiblefor thefatali-
tiesat thisspot.
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at the Gauley Festival
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| SQUIRT BOATS, SEA KAYAKS, ]
EXPEDITION K-1 & C-1’s

All boats vacuum bagged with the best
materials available. Dealers call
919-883-7410 — We deliver.

1310 Starr Dr.,, High Point, NC 27260.
Designs by Wilderness Systems, Jess
Whittamore, Wick Walker, Tom
McEwan, and John Abbenhouse.




Whet isaboater to do?Atfirgt, |
chasedall thesputtering swimmers, towed
out the stranded tubers, and gave ropes
and directions to unpin boats. After a
while, | beganto realizethat most people
would survivewithout me and | waan't
getting to play much. Overwhelmed by
thehourly pinnings and deluged tubers,
| devel oped the under-12 rule.

How does the under-12 rule
work?Uhl ess you areunder 12 yearsold,
you probably will not be chased by me |
might scream suggestionsto you (which
you usually ignoreanyway), but I'll wait
until you arein real danger to intervene.
Il dsotry tomoveout d the holeasyou
floatintoit. | hatethethunk d someone's
head on the undersided my boat.

if you are under 12, | will do my
begt. | amangry that parentsput their kids
infrighteningand dangeroussituations. |
want kids to enjoy their day on theriver,
not have nightmaresabout it. Two inci-
dentscometomindand areall tootypical.

While happily surfing on day, |
looked up to see two kids in a K-Mart
coffindriftings dewaystowardstheFals.
Thelittlegirl and dightly older boy were
far ahead d Mom and Dad. Asthekid’s
reft flipped at thebottom o the drop

“little girl went right to the bottom and, '

without a life jacket, stayed a bit before
popping up. Her brother wasdunked too
and struggled to reach his sister in the
shockingly cold water. | got to her and, as
somany kids do, sheclimbedontopd the
boat and held my wast. Shewould have
stood onmy heaed if shethoughtit would
help her escape the cold water. A friend
gavethenosed hisboat tothebrother and
wegot themtoshorefor afamily reunion.
Momwashystericd, havingtakenaswim
d her own, but seemed most concerned
about locating the family's toy poodie
which had washed to the opposite bank.

Another day saw afather and his
son, about 8, flip their aluminum canoe
abovetheFdlsonriver left. Over thedrop
they went, ontotherocks, theheavy canoe
landingontopd the boy. Atleast they had
life jacketson. | scraped the boy df my
boat and onto the shore, where he stood
shiveringand crying, hislegsbruised and
scraped. Hisfather never thanked me or
theother kayakerswhoretrieved hischild,
boat, paddles, and possessions.| nstead, he
berated hissonto"' stop bawling™ and get
in. They paddled of towards Slumber
Fdls..but that isanother story.

Shoulder
dislocations:
painful injury

By STANLEY B. BURBANK

When | first started paddling |
heard that shoul der dislocationswereone
d themorecommoninjuriesinour sport.
Fortunately, | have yet to see oneon the
river, but I've handled enough to know
how serious and difficult they can be to
treatin thefield.

if you haveachoice, agood bro-
ken boneispreferableto adid ocationany
day.

Asimplefractureiseasy tomove
intosplinting positionand whensplinted,
thepatient's painissignificantlyreduced.
Didocations, on the other hand, usualy
can't bemoved at al and the patient isin
intensepain during transportation.

A shoulder did ocationisthedis-
lacementd the boneend fromthejoint,
S CS 11 A Nnenead a ine
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humerusleversout d itssocket, stretch-
ing the joint capsule. | kayaking | would
expect, afal on an over extended high
bracewould do the job nicely.

Some paddlers have recurrent
shoulder didlocations. Each timeit dido-
catesit stretchesthejoint capsulefurther,
makingit easier to didocatethenext time.
One d my paddling buddies has the
surgeon's scarson both shoulderswhere
they had to take a couple extra tucks to
prevent further problems.

Thesignsd adidocation areob-
viousdeformity and severepain. Thedis-
located head o the humerus can some-
timesbefdtin the patient's arm pit. The
shoulderwilllook moresquarethanround
and the patient will definitely not want
you to touch him or move him.

Emergencycareconsistsd stabi-
lizingtheinjury in the positionfound for
transportation to the hospita. If theres
anythingabout dealing with dislocations
that can be described as remotely enjoy-
able, it would bethechadlenged finding
a way to immobilize the usually out-
stretchedarmsoas not toletit bounceand
sway

Oned the neatest methods |'ve

-
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seenisto bend thelower arm (if possible)
sothat thehand can be tied tothepatient's
head or helmet with some padding be-
tween the upper arm and the body. Thi s
workswell but such positioningisn't a-
wayspossble.

A canoepaddlecan also be used
to support the arm but thisis usually a
littletoo straight for most didocations.

| carry asix-inchwideroll d 4x4
hardwarecloth which can be molded to
amogt any angle, paddlied and affixed to

| thebody and arm.

Eachdid ocationpresentsitsown

different immobilization challenge. The |

important thingto remember isthedight-
est movement d the extended arm wiill
induceseverepainand possiblydofurther
damage. For thatreason, whatever method
you devisemust besecureanditshouldbe
simple enough so as not to do further
damagewhilethearmisbeing mobilized.

Beforebeginningimmobilization
make sure you have a pulsein the wrist
bdowtheinjury. if noneisfound, presson
the thumb nail until it turns white and
rdease, if it takesmorethan just acouple
of secondsfor normal color to return the

didocationiscausingacirculation prob- .
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lemwhichmust becorrectedimmediately.
Thiscan usually be corrected by rotating
thehand and wrist only enough to renew
circulation. If thisprovesunsuccessfulyou
may need to take more drastic action as
explainedin thisarticle.

Once theinjury has been stabi-
lized, treat for shock and transport to the
nearest hospital as soon as possible. The
patient is usually more comfortablein a
sitting positionrather than prone.

Thisis the standard procedure
for dislocationsbut when adidocationis
splinted in the positionfound circul ation
isoftenimpaired sowhenmedica helpis
morethan afew hoursaway therecan be
judtificationd attemptingto realign the
didocation. Alignment usually provides
significant relief from pain and may pre-
vent future disability.

Redignment works best when
attempted immediately after the didoca-
tion.

The following two methods for
realignment aresuggestedintheNational
i Patrol's Outdoor Emergency Care
Manual.

1. Havethe patient lie proneon
an elevated platform such asalargerock

“*=C6me Visit OUr new otitpost on the:banks
of the NantahalaRiver, in Nerth Carglina.
Test drive THE BEST on our:gight-rhile
white-watertrack. You'l enpy finding out
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ready-to-paddle Whitesell Canoe is still your
best bet for maximizing your ability on all
classes of whitewater.

Call (404) 325-5330for more info
and our free video.
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iteseld.

2362-A Dresden Drive, Atlanta, GA 30341




or log, high enough to alow theinjured
. extremity to hang free. Tie a 10-pound
weight to the patient's wrist. Thegradual
pull usualy will relocate the shoulder
within one to one-and-one-haf hours.

2 Thepatient sitson theground
with the rescuer knedling, facing the |
patient's side. Anass stant sitsbehind the
petient opposite the rescuer and anchors
petient by wrappi ngbotharmsaroundthe
patient's chest. The rescuer tiestwo cra- -
vatstogethertomake al argel oopanddips
thelooparound hisor her waist. Theloop
should be large enough so that it can be
pulled out in front d the waist about a-——
foot. Therescuer then graspsthe patient's
injured arm in both handsand flexesthe
patient's elbow to aright angle. Theloop |
around therescuer's waist isdipped over

the patient's hand and worked down to-,—4%

whereit isjust below theebow. Kegping |
thepatient'sforearmbentwithbothhands, |
therescuer sowly leansbackwardswhile
theass stant appliescountertractioninthe 7
oppositedirection. The shoulder shoul d-_
dip back into place.

Remember thisisfor emergency
useonly, thebest firstaidisaccidentavoi d—
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Not as smart as the average bear

By RICK DAVIS

Like a pet that resembles its
owner, Scuzzy and his raft were spittin’
imagesd each other.

Manyyearsago, whenitwasnew,
Scuzzy's craft was a proud, bold vessd.
But, like everything that passes through
Scuzzy's hands, a subtle metamorphosis
had taken place. Now, it wasa battered,
tired, amorphous, motley massd decay-
ingrubber efflictedwithafestering, termi-
nal rash d multi-colored patches. And
yet, despite the countless hours Scuzzy
had spent performing painstaking
shadetreesurgery, hisraft still had aleak
or two.

"l think | found them, though,"
hesaid. "*Now, if thatwindow caulk holds
uplikeit should, well bedright."

Whether or not it was Scuzzy's
ideato organizethe Pilgrimagedown the
Snakeriver was never determined. Cer-
tainly everybody blamed himfor it.

's real name was Steve
Miller, and he hailed from Chillicothe,
Ohio. For therecord, Scuzzywasa carpen-
ter. notthat it’simportant—-at|east asfar as
hewas concerned: Scuzzy subscribedtoa
smple, subtly profound philosophyd life.

"My idead agreedy men” he
said, "issomebody who goestowork on
Monday morningwith fivedollarsin his
pocket.”

Therewas nothing subtle about
Scuzzy, who didn't get his nickname by
chance. Hewassxfeettall withascraggly
reddishbrown beard and an ever expand-
ing beer bdly. Hekept hislong hair mat-
ted haphazardly beneathagreasy baseball
cap, and when he was on the river his
usual attirewascutoff blue jeans(nobelt
or underwear),amotheaten T shirtand a
par d old, wornout tennisshoes, held
together by severd rottinglayersd duct
tape.

Helovedtosmokeplastic-tipped
H Stinko cigars, though sometimes he
chewed tobacco, and he constantly spat
and swore. He had nofaultsthat | could
ascertain.

Having made hundreds d trips
downall kinds of riversthroughtheyears,
Scuzzy had becomean expert at loading
hisraft. Infact, hewasso good atit that it
hardly took him ten minutesto' arrange™
al the equipment our eight man party
would need for our two day expedition

through Hdl's Canyon.

& [rp Miaray D sl

== When dl wassaid and done. wé™

eould only starespeechlesdy at what surely
had tobethe Eighth Wonderd theWorld,
what with al theropescrisscrossinghap-
hazardly over the teetering haystack of
gear, lashed down with dubiouslooking
“expert seaman's’ knots. Thewholerig
looked morel i ke agarbagescow, with an
ever so dight list, than a support raft
Sobek—eat your heart out!

"Were going to have to watch—
turselves going throughWild Sheep antd
Granite,” Scuzzy said," but | thinkwell ba
alright.” And so, with ahearty cheer antl
several hagtily concocted prayers, thre=—
kayaks, one canoe and a four man rafi
peeled out from under theloomingmono-
Lth d Hdl's Canyon Dam and started
i.owntheinfamousSnake River.

Now, before onebegi ns to ques-
tion thesanity d thosewho choseto par-—
ticipate in this venture, captained by an
aging river rat named Scuzzy, we must
remember that thereis truth to the old

T

adage, "'Birdsd afesther, flock together.™
Collectively, thiswas as zany abunch d
dodoesl'd ever had the pleasured pad-
dlingwith.

Meset our next character, Sick.
Known as Mike Hottinger outside pad-
dling circles, Sick was the one who had
conned me into thistrip. At thetimel
didn't really know Sick very well. | knew
he was originally from Chillicothe and
that hehad beengoodfriendswithScuzzy
for years.

Wed met severa monthsearlier
a a kayakers clinic in North Carolina
But, being aswe both resided in Jackson-
ville, Florida, an area not renowned for
whitewater, | knew that we were both abit
tetched. And soitseemedwehad enough
in common to warrant a three thousand
milejourney to Hel's Canyon.

I still don't know how Slick got
hisnickname, but | started to understand
why he had it when he pulled his rust
eaten van into my driveway, threehours
late, to pick meup for our trip.

"We might have a little prob-
lem"" hesaid casudly, aswe began load-

| ing my gear.

"Problem?"
"Yea My gastark started leak-

inglast weekend. | think1fixedit, though.
| 1 wedged a beer can tab in there and it
| | stopped-moreor less™

Itturned out tomorethanless. In
fact, about $200 more, whichishow much
extrawe spent on gasthan anticipated.

Then there was John Bolger.
Roundingout our triumvirated kayakers
and another Ohioan, he had no need d
nickname. | had noreasontodoubt John's
credentias, especidly after Sick assured
me that John was an excdlent paddier
whoroutinel ytackledtheGauley and New
riversand had participatedin severa Ca-
nadian expeditions.

I had never met Johnbefore, but

|-onelook at hiskayak told mehewasano-
|-nonsensekind o guy. Thefirst thing |
I noticed wastheabsenced grabloops.

"Hey Sick,” | whispered. ""Why

" doesn't he haveany grabloops?'

"l don't know. | guessit's be-

| cause he doesn't want anyone grabbing
" hisboat."

Ild,].ll
The next thing | noticed about

--John's boat was his unique'flex" outfit-
I ting. Every time he emptied the boat o

water, thesest, pillars(styrofoam, noless)
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and anything else he had packed away ""Don't wanttobed eepingwhere -~ semi-automati gpi stol and checked thedlip.

tumbled out.

"Hey, Slick How can hepaddle
with everythingloosein there?'

"l don't know."

Now meet Hank Lewis. Another
Chillicothe inhabitant, who comman-
deered the canoe.

Hank wasatall, lanky man, given
tobeer drinkingand cigar smoking. | had
seen himin action on the New, wherehe
was known for screaming things like,
"Swest, Jesus.. here | comd™, when he
swampedandswamrapidsli ke DoubleZ.
Sometimes, when he was feeling extra
frisky, he would just run rapids back-
wards.

Manni ng the raft with Scuzzy
were brothers Jim and John Cox d Con-
necticut and New Y ork, respectively.

Roundingouttheparty wasRags,
anOhioprisonguard. Hewasamountain
d aman, atleast6 3 and 225pounds, and
a menacing figure, as Sick would soon
find out. Unwittingly, the eight of us were
about to test the limits d our courage,
enduranceand will tosurvive.

For all we knew, we were em-
barking on a48hour joy ridedown ariver
that carved itsway through the deepest
gorgein North America, abeautiful, rug-
ged canyon, teeming with wildlife. And
the scenery was magnificent. The steep,
brown, eroded wallsd the canyon tow-
ered mgjeticaly over us. Thedeer andthe
bear foraged along theshore. Hawksand
other fowl cruisedleisurely aboveus sl-
houetted against the blue sky above the
canyon's highline.

But thesun doesn't longshinein
the 7, 000foot deep canyon and it waan't
long beforethecool, lavender shadowsd
evening began to lengthen. After pad-
dling about seven miles, we decided to
eddy out aboveWild Sheep Rapid.

Weselectedtocook dinner onthe
rocky bank on theOregon sideand set up
camp in a gently sloping meadow about
1000yards inland.Wed seenseveralbears
that day and thi sseemed theprudent thing
todo.

you're cookin’ in bear country,” Scuzzy
lectured, puffing on his ever present H
Stinko.

Scuzzy appointed himsdf camp
cook, and dedicated himsdf whol eheart-
edly to thetask. It waan't long beforewe
wereall savoringtheintricateddicacy o
Scuzzy’s culinary delights.

Suddenly,Jimbeganchoking and
hiseyesstarted bulgingout d hishead.

"H-h-h-holy Jesus™ he gasped,
beanieweeniescascading over hislips.

"What, too much pepper?"
Scuzzy asked.

"No,"* Jimgagged. "It's afriggin’

Al activityinthecampcametoa
sudden halt. Eyespeered acrosstheriver,
straining to see the beest.

"Not there' Jmsaid, frantically
shaking his plastic spoon a the nearby
bushes. "Here. Right herd™

Not twenty feet away, a large
black bear lumbered nonchalantly out of
thebrushand stoodonitshaunches, snout
skywardashesavored theenticingaroma
d freshly charred food.

Now, the first rule d surviva
whenencounteringadangerouswild ani-
mal in the middle d nowhereis not to
panic. Nobody knew this better than

bear!™

"Uh... don't n-n-n-nobody
move'™ heinstructed.

ButJmand| had a ready broken
rank and were scrambling up the bank
towardscamp,crashingheadlongthrough
thebushes, Sick hard on our heels.] i m
quickly grabbed hisfoot long Gl Joesur-
vival knife,completewithfishinglineand
hooks, compass, secret decoder ringand a
varietyd other nifty survival do-dads, all
d whichfit neatlyintothehandle. Hefting
it confidentlyand setting his jaw, he pre-
pared himsdf for hand to hand contact
with the deadly mongter. | admired the
stedly couraged thiscarpenterfrom New
York

Slickly quickly rummaged
through his gear and produced a 9mm

37

Whatever misgivingsl might d had about
Slick were now erased by hisforesightin
havingbrought aform d protection.

"l guess| won't beneedingthis™
| said, sheathingmy trustylittleriver knife
with thethreeinch, semi-serrated
blade that hadn't even cut a rope or
whittledagtick sincetheday I'd boughtiit.

""No need for overkill."”

Warily,wecreptback tothecamp
dte. Thebear, which Scuzzy had aready
nicknamed "Yog", was right where we
left him, standinghisgroundinbold defi-
anced our five petrified partners.

"Wheat should we do?" | asked
nobody in particular. "l mean, | don't
think weshouldshootit. Then again, if it
charges, I'm gonnabe standingright be-
hind Sick."

Al eyesturned toward Sick and
everybody casually started shuffling in
linebehind him.

"Maybe we can scare it Rags
said, hoistinga paddle.

"Waitaminute' Scuzzy advised,
looking over hisshoulder. "Let meget a
head startin caseyou tickleY ogi with that
thing and he decidesto play with us"

Weadll chuckled nervoudy.

"How canyou makejokesat a
timelike this?" | asked.

"Who's joking?”

Suddenly Regs bdlowed a war
cry and charged the bear, waving the
paddle wildly. It was a bold show o
courage, but | had to wonder if hewould
have done it had not Slick been there,
ready to back him up. Nonetheess, the
startled beast turned and bulldozed its
way back into the underbrush.

Wequi cklypicked upsomerocks
and let fly with salvo after salvo, chasing
thecreaturefurther and further until our
weary arms hung limp at our sides.

"Okay. Okay!" Scuzzy said.
"Ceaefire. Hés gone.. for now. Let's
finisheatingand get thissitecleaned up. |
think old Yogi smelled our food. Hell be
backfor hispic-i-nicbasket later tonight.™

Wecontempl atedloadingup the



gear and movingdownstream, but it was
too dark to run Wild Sheep, the bigges,
surliest stretch d whitewater in Hdl's
Canyon. Besides, we had no ideawhere
the next good campsitewould beand the
next major rapid, Granite, wasonly amile
or so ahead. Wedecided to stay put and
post asentry throughout the night.

We stuffed as much gear aswe
could into alarge, watertight feed barrel
that John, the Ohio farmer, had brought
dong. Hetied alinetothebarrel and the
otherendtoal argerockand heaveditinto
the river. The barrel floated out to the
middled agiant eddy.

"Hope that barrel don't come
loose™ Johnsaid, gazingdownstream. "'If
it does, well never find it."

Fifty yardsbe ow usWild Sheep
Rapid roared in hungry anticipation.

Mogtd thefood waspackedinto
a cooler, which Scuzzy stowed in the
bushes.

"Ol'Yogi won't findit there' he
sad.

"Wheat about thegarbage?’ Rags
asked, holding a large plastic bag filled
with empty cansd beanieweenies, besr,
paperplates, plasticforksand other refuse.

"Can't hideit on theraft,” John
sad. "If thebear findsit there, he might
tear everythingup. Andif wehideitinthe
bushes, hell besuretosmell it and then
well haveahuge messon our hands.™

"Maybewe cansink it Scuzzy
sad.

"l don't think that's such agood
ideg" Hank said. "'l don't liketheidead
putting trash in the river... even tempo-
rarily. What if it floatsaway?"

"How's it going to float away?*
Scuzzy asked. "'I'll just takethisdirtyiron
skillet, put it in the bag to weigh every-
thing down, and drop it in the water...
thudy." Kersplash! "Besides, | needtolet
the pan soak toloosen
up thechar.”

We looked at each other dubi-
oudy, hoping Scuzzy was right. John,
Sick and | hid our kayakshigh up onthe
bank, asdid Hank with hiscanoe. Scuzzy,
Rags, Jimand Johndragged theraft down-
stream to get as much d our gear away
from the cooksite as possible.

That night, wetook turnsstand-
ing watch in case Yogi decided to pay a
littlevisit. The man onwatch wasarmed
with Sick's gun.

It wasn't long after wed turned
in when Yog returned. For hours he
raised a ruckus down by the riverbank,
lookingfor hispic-i-nicbasket.

" Anybodywanttogodownthere
and watch him?* Scuzzy mumbled. But

wewereall tootired.

It was about 4 am. when Rags
assumed the watch. Yog had evidently
grownweary d rummaging through our
gear and all had been quiet for an hour or
0. But, for somereason, Ragsdid not fed
comfortable with Slick’s gun, o he de-
cided to giveit back

Creepingsilently toSlick’s deep-
ing bag, Ragsgently tried to wake him.

"Sidk," he whispered. shaking
hisshoulder. ""Wake up."

“Ummmmmm.”

"Jick,"” shaking him a little
harder. "Wakeup."

“Ummmmmm.”

"Sick,"” Rags roared, shaking
Sick likea paint mixer. "Weakeup!"

Slick’s eyessnapped openand he
tried tofocuson thelarge, hulking shape
bending over him.

Il never forget the hair raising,

ineitisgtill reverberatingthrough Hel's
Canyon.

" Aaaaagggghhhhh! Hes got
me" Slick screamed hysterically, kicking
and flopping on the ground like a pro
wrestler in training.

Weall had agoodlaughover that
one.

"Har, har. har. Youmight aswell
stand watch now, Sick,”" Scuzzy said. "'l
don't imagineyou'llbe gettingmuchdeep
tonight. Har, har, har."

"Yeq Slick.You dont want o'
Y ogi sneakingupon uswhilewere trying
toget somered,” Hank added. "Har har,
har.”

But the jokewason us, or, more
precisely, on me. Asdawnbroke, westag-
gered bleary eyed down totheriver. The
damagewasincredible. Justaswefeared,
Scuzzy's idead sinking the garbage bag
had failed. We had forgotten oneimpor-
tant detail —Idaho Power stops releasing
water through Hell’s Canyon at night, and
theriver level dropsseverd fedt.

The plastic bag d garbage was
highand dry when Yogi foundit. Thesite
looked likeagoat had exploded.

Trash was strewn everywhere.
The water cooler, which held our break-
fast provisions, wasgone. Wedid eventu-
dly locatethelid, whichhad several teeth
marksgougedintoit. Yog had apparently
had quitea party.

"Wadl, let's get going" Scuzzy
sad. "'l think we havesomefood in the
barrd. I'll cook breakfast whileyou guys
dean up thismess I'll just dlean out the
skillet and..."

But the skillet was gonetoo.

"Youdont reckonal' Yog took it

homewith him? You know, tolick it out
for an after dinner snack?"' Scuzzy asked.

“Geez, | hope nat," Hank said.
"Aint acreatureon God'searth deserves
that kind d punishment."

"There it is.. | think," Scuzzy
said, squintingand pointingat ablack, pie
shaped object on the bottom o theriver,
whichwason theriseagain. " Somebody
wadein thereand get it.”

"Why don't you?" Hank asked.
"Becausel'm thecook.”

We were getting nowhereand |
was getting hungry.

"Il getit,” | volunteered, wad-
ingchest deepintothebonechillingwater.
Taking a deep breath, | dove and began
gropingfranticallyfor theskillet.I opened
my eyesand sawit.

"Got it/* | sputtered at the sur-
face, holdingit over my head in triumph.
The felows jugt stared at me in stony
slence, then brokeout laughing.

I dowlycranedmy headupatthe
large, flat, pie shaped rock. Defesated, |
doggedback to shoreand sat onthebank,
shiveringinthebri sk, Septermber morning
air.

"W-w-w-wdl. ant y-y-y-youg-
g-g-gonna 1-1-1ight the c-c-c-camp stove
so | can g-g-g-get warmed up?"' | chat-
tered.

"No sense in tha,” Scuzzy re-
plied, torchinguphi sfirst H Stinkod the
day. "Can't cook without askillet. Wéell
haveto eat breskfast cold."

But the only food that wefound
in thefeed barrel was three raw potatoes
and a hdf abox d cered. Breskfast for
eight was consumed in contemplatives-
lence.

And soweleft. Becausewe had
gottensuch alatestart theday before, we
had only paddled seven miles. Now, with
only agdlon o water and ahdf abax o
cered to go around, wewerefacingagut
wrenching 26 mile paddle through rea
tively flat water to thetakeout.

It wasnearly sundownwhenwe
wearily paddled up to the boat ramp at
Pittsburgh Landing. Surprisingly, agroup
d ForestServicepersonnelwason handto
greet us. They surveyed uswarily.

” Are you guys experienced pad-
dlers?’ one asked doubtfully. "1 meen,
thatraft|ookdikeshit! Thinkyagotenough
peatcheson it?"

Too boneweary, hungry, wet and
coldtotak, wejust looked at Scuzzy, who
waant theleast bitinsulted.

"Evidently nat,” hesmiled, puff-
ing contentedly on afresh H Stinko. "It
ill lesks™
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Seefor yourself why the most dynamic whitwater eventsare growing in
number and sizearound the world!

Organized by AWA, Man o Rubber and Ocoee Rafting, thisyear's Ocoee
Rodeo attracted west coast, east coast, and european boaters. Theresult
was high energy, from Kathy Bolyn's explosiveenders, to Tomde Cuir's
graceful no-paddle 720 pirouette!

Producer Paul Bonesteel hasassembledthe highlightsintoa montage of
playboat showmanship, accompanied by original fusion/rock music. He
covers how theevents work, have evolved, and are promoting the cause of
river protection, with flair and excitement. Order your copy today, a
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WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST
COMPLETE PADDLING SHOP

Located in the Heart of the
New & Gauley Rivers

Products from: Perception, Wilderness
Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,
Patagonia, Stohlquist Rapidstyle,
Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps,
Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE!

KEEL-HAULERS OUTFITTERS
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=¥ A RIMA=-BODY GLOVE-BERMUDES-HELLY HAMNSEM
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~BHECOUNT PRICES - FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE=

-CALL OR WRITE FOR A FREE CATALOG-

JO0940 LORAIN RD. NORTH OLMSTEAD, OH 44070
(216) TTO=d545

AN

by SIDEWINDER

NORTH AMERICAN
RIVER RUNNERS. INC

On U.S.’Route 60, = Mile
East of US. 19 Intersection

commentaries

= - TIRED OF PADDLING SLUGS?
Ist iigln;igorr?::;xersheﬁg . Then the BANDIT is the boat for you!
ti?netb send for the hol’idjays! All layups: Glass, Poly,Keviar I

Heavy-duty seams
Sparkle or solid colors
Also available as kits

Choosea graphicSanta in a

kayak, a ser ene lakeside scene,
or one of many other designs i L
illustrated in thisyear' sfree Squirt andkids' models

color brochure. PADDLES

Compiete line of wooden &synthetic kayak paddles

Call or write For your stoday! )
Slalom,Slasher & S.O. Terrik

v Risa & C0.,Inc.  — NEW! Synthetic CANOE paddles
h P.O. Box 375 :\r",ri Wildwater, Slalom
__T: Denver,NC 28037 7‘_*’_‘ Standard or heavy-duty layup
poh 1.800.426.0002 _ij Graphite kayak, canoe paddles available

1 SIDEWINDER PADDLES 1552 2nd Street Pike Riéhboro,PA 18954 215-598-3669




Practical tips

for avoiding

the crowds on

the East's popular
whitewater runs

By DAVE BASSAGE

A few daysbeforethe Memorid
Day weekend | wastalking to my buddy
Joeon thephone.

""Boatingon the New thisweek-
end?' | asked. "Should be a great play
levd!"

"Noway, men!" camethereply.
"With the Cheat and Tygart dried up it's
going to beazoo out there."

| wasforcedtoagree. After eight
yearsasafdl timeraft guideontheNew,
Gauley, Cheat and Upper Yough, | knew
that this Memoria Day weekend, tradi-
tionally themost crowdedweekendd the
year on the New and Chest rivers, would
be egpecially jammed asraftersand hard
boater converged upon the Gorge.

Sunday ran true to form. Al-
though | waslucky enough to be on the
first raft trip on the river on thisbusiest
day o the busiest weekend, the sceneas
we passed Cunard was downright comi-
ca. Kayaksand canoesd every styleand
color dropped|i ke lemmingsintothewa-
ter.

Ender waves looked like a de-
partment store the day after Christmas.
There must have been 100 boats in the
eddy waiting their turn to exchangesafe
haven for a chance to dodge rubber in
searchd theultimatesurf and maxi mum
ar.l wassurprisedtosee Joeeddiedoutin
thenext rapid in hi s squirt boat, looking
tired but happy.

"Decided to join the zoo after
al?'| asked.

"Weputinat thecrack d dawn,"
he beamed. "Weve had Ender Wavesto

ourselvesfor thelast four hours! Every-

one e se just showed up. Were outta
mell

Rule #2 Go early and beat the
rush.
What about rule #4 “Keep read-

ing!

Eight yearsago | quit my teach-
ing job and adopted the raft guide/
kayaker/ canoeist/ river fanatic lifestyle

41

Paddlerdescendsthroughtop drop of Lost Paddle on the Gauley while otherboaters wait
in crowded eddy above.

“ful time. Sincethen! havelogged 160-600

whitewater days per year, dmost haf d
them“play days', andI havenever looked
back. Onmostd my*'play days*, evenon
popular riversat theheight d theseason,
my friendsand | have had theriversto
ourselves,



Thesesamefriends,includingJog,
have threatened bodily injury, or, worse
yet, boat sabotage, if 1 divulgeour secrets.
But, Iretain my faith in humannature, i..e.
theforgiving attitudesd my friendsand
the tendency d the massesto remainthe
nasses.

And o, | will sharesomed our

secretswithyou. Notdl o them, mind
you, just the onesthat would belabeled
"common sense”’ if common sensewere
alittle morecommon.

General Principals

Rule#1 Avoid Pesk Days

Peakseasononyear-roundrivers
starts Memoria Day weekend and ends
Labor Day weekend. Saturdaysarebusi-

GET LOST!

e, often twice as busy as Sundays. Fri-
daysareamost asbusy asSundays. Next
is Monday, Thursday, Tuesday and
Wednesday in descending order o
crowdedness.

So much for normal wesekends.
On three day weekends the middle day
adways hasthe most rafts. Thefirst two
dayshavethemost privateboaters.Onthe
thirdday everyonedriveshomeandhardly
anyonegoesdown theriver. Theholiday
itsdf isgenerally theleast crowded day o
a three day weekend, ie. Memorid and
Labor Daysand the Fourth o July.

Riverswithlimited releaseshave
their own peculiar traffic patterns. More
on thoselater.

Onemorenote. Hardly anyone
raftsor boatson Mother's Day. | suppose
they dl stay home to take Mom out to
dinner. Next year giveMomareal treat—
tell her you're going toleaveher with the
houseto hersdlf, or extol the beauty d a
nicedrivethroughthecountry assheruns
your shuttle.

Rule#2 GoEarly—BeattheRush

Comeon now. Youget upearly
togotowork, don't you? Ilsn't ariver trip
just asimportant? Jea thought so. How
early?

Thefirst raftsusualy hit thewa-
ter at8am., but thered rushstartsaround
9:30 and continuesfor acouple d hours.
Combine this rule with #4 ;don't worry

CLOTHING FOR WATERSPORTS

Drysuits

Paddling Pants

Whirlpool Drytop

Polar Lite Pile

Nylon Pile

‘Kokatat

5350 Ericson Way
Arcata CA 85521

Accessories

Paddling Jackets

Polar Tek Pile

107
43’&(.

1-800-225-9749
in CA: 707-822-Th21
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about the timing on a Wednesday, but | |

besat the sun up on apesk day.

Rule#3 GoLate—Sleep Through
the Rush

This is my favorite trick. For
yearsl've enjoyed theluxury d livingin
Whitewater Mecca.. a short drive from
countlessgreat runs. Thuswasborn the
“Crackof NoonClub". Party hearty, deep
late, meet for aleisurely brunch, pick a
river, call gauges, switchrivers, and putin

during the heat d day behind everyone |

d=e

O course, thistechniquecan not
berecommendedfor virginsmakingtheir
first descent down any river, but if you
know therun, it's theeasiestway tododge
thecrowds.

It'seven possible tocombinerules
#2 and #3 and goearly and golate. How’s
that? Start early and pack alunch. Play
until the crowdsarrive, then find a nice
sunny perch overlookingan entertaining
hole or tough rapid, and sit back and
watch the show for afew hours. Rdax.
Enjoy. Youre on vacation. When the
numbersdwindleyou'll havetheriver to
yoursdlf again.

Rule #4 Consider Alternate
Runs

Most goodriversarel ocated neaer
other goodriversthatdon't runasoftenor
arelesser known. Tradeyour placeinthe
massesfor an opportunity toexpandyour
horizons and add another run to your
river resume. Study your guidebooksand
consult an outfitter or knowledgesblelo-

ca boater for best optionsand pertinent |

informationabout levels, shuttles, etc...
Special Tricksfor Special Rivers

The Cheat

The commercial Cheat season
startswith awhimper in early April and
buildssteadily thoughMemorial Day. Go
on any other day besides the last five
weekends (that's 353 opportunities) and
you areunlikely tosee muchtreffic. If you
must go on a busy day, goearly or latein
the day. Thefirst rafts leave the Camp-

ground at 8:30 am. with thebigrushan

hour or morebehind.

If it is wet there are countless
dternatives. Check the natural flow on
theTop or Upper'Y ough, try theBigSandy,
LittleSandy, TygartGorge, Tygart-Middle
Fork or any d the steep creeksnearby.

Keepin mind that although the
Chest is traditionally a spring river, it
drains thelargest undanuned watershed
inthestated West Virginiaandit doesn't
takemuchraintobringit upinsummer. It

On busy release weekends, the Lower Gauley can often provide an uncrowded
alternativeto the popular Upper section. Here, AWA executivedirector Phyllis Horowitz

launches into a dynamic ender,

runseven more oftenin thewinter.

The Gauley

Dam releaserivers offer special
challenges. Putintooearly or toolateand
you'lll not only miss the crowds, you'll
missthe water too. The Gauley is not as
bad asmosgt in thisrespect.

Unlike the Upper Yough and
the Ocoee, the flow from Summersville
Damisadjustedgradually. Unlessthereis
an extreme emergency the Corp will not
raiseor lower theriver level morethanone
foot per hour, which transates to about
1000 cfsat normal, runnablelevds. So if
the phone message at 304-872-5809 says
that they will release 2600 cfsfrom8 am.
until 2p.m., youcansafely putonat 7am.
or 3 pm. and have1600 cfS—an excdlent
kayaking level

el

Thisraises an interesting point.
Thefirgt descentsd theGauleyweredone
at the 1000-1800 cfs range. Since then
boaters have become accustomed to the
2200-2800 cfsrangethat the Corp usually
releases during the 20 day fal Gauley
season. Many boaters have come to be-
lievethat thisistheonly timethat onecan
run theGauley.

Not true! | have run the Upper
Gauley aslow as370cfsinfiberglasswith-
out portaging or patching. At the other
extreme, theLower Gauley hasbeenrun as
high as 40000 cfs on the Belva gauge.
That's afairly widewindow d opportu-
nity. Someyearstheriver staysabove500
cfsall yesar.

O coursetheriver isdifferent at
theselevels. At lower levels Fillow and



Playing at the bottom o Rllow Rock--Gauley River. Another
trick at avoiding crowdsis to remain at one big drop until the
brunt o the massesdf passed leaving theriver to you.

howrs. If you And
yourssll En the mlddle
of heavy irafiic, be
particularlycareful in

theeddiesat Inadgnifi-
cant and Lost Paddle,
where rafts may in-
vade your persona

Locd alter-
nativestotheGauley
include the New,
Cranberry, Cherry,
Williamsor Meadow,
depending on natu-
ral flow conditions
and your abilities.

The New

This is the
easiest river to miss
the masseson. Since
theflowisconsistent,
youcan putonat any
timed day. If you
find yoursdf in the
middled therafting
rush hour, you have
no oneto blame but

IronRingbecomemoredifficultand should
bescouted or portaged. Runningtheriver
at higher level srequiresknowledged the
river, expert skillsand astrong group o
companions.

Other fun facts—The 20 day fall
Gauley season does not draw the lake
down towinter pool. After thetraditional
20day season, theflowisreducedfor three
weeks while the tailwaters are stocked
withtrout. ThentheCorpopensthegates
againand completesthe drawdown, usu-
aly around Halloween. Howsd 1500 or
better may continue through the early
winter.

Drought years sometimesbring
summer water! Althoughthemain prior-
ity d theSummersville Damisflood con-
trol, a second priority is maintainingthe
quality o thewater through Charleston, a
function o the oxygen content o the
KanawhaRiver. So, whenthe New drops
below 2200 cfs theflow issupplemented
withwaterfromtheGauley. Inareally dry
season thiscan lead to releasesd 1500cfs
from the Dam.

If you must go during Gauley
season, Monday isthe best day. Fridays
are pretty busy, Sundaysarebusier, and
Saturdaysare packed with rubber, espe-
cialyduringthefirstfourweekends. Y our
best betisto put onearly and sprintdown
the river to the big drop d your choice.
Then stop and enjoy the show for afew

yoursdlf. On a typica Saturday the first
raftshit thewater at 8 with a peak begin-
ning at 9:30. After 11:30 the numbers
dwindleagain.

Most hard boaters put in at
Cunard. At higher levelstheraft compa-
nies put in upstream at Thurmond, so a
Cunard putinwill beat therush. Someraft
companiesshortentheir tripsand putinat
Cunard when the river drops below two
feet. Thi S createsareal zoo; ashuttlebunny
can be a real plusin dealing with this
situation.

Sometimesoon, perhapsby the
timeyou read this, theCunard put-inwill
beclosed temporarily by thePark Service.
They plan to install aten stall bathroom,
improve the road and create better and
separateparkingareasfor privateboaters,
comrnercialvehiclesand fishermen.Loca
hard boaters have very mixed fedings
about this. Whilethiswork isunderway
it will probably be necessary to put in at
Thurmond.

The Upper Yough

This is a tricky river to get to
yoursdlf, but it can be done. Weekend
rel easeshave become morecommondur-
ing the past two years, but they are still
rare and are usually crowded. Friday is
clearly thebusiest day during most d the
year. OnFridayscommerciaoutfittersrun
full tiltand lotsd privateboatersjointhe
fray. Mondaysarethe next busiest days.

+

Duringmidweek trafficisminimal, butin
midsummer, when the lake starts to get
low, there may not be any releases on
Tuesday through Thursday at dl.

Theduration d the releaseand
the amount d natural flow control the
length o time you have to paddie the
river. Anexquisitestudy by hydrologist
SteveTavlor hasshownthat when thereis
minimal natural flow and atwo hour re-
lease, it takesso long for thefront d the
releasetofill up the poolsand eddies, that
the "bubble" o peak flow shrinks from
about 40 minutesat Gap Fdlsto nearly a
point at Lost and Found. Thismeansthat
onthelowest sectionsd theriver theflow
startsto drop assoon asit peaks.

Rafts areusually found near the
front o therel ease, especialyonthelower
sectiond theriver, so agood strategyisto
hangback abit. Theriver risesquickly,but
tapers off dowly, and most d the lower
rapidsarestill okay at flowsequivalent to
17.

Since most companies are now
usingsdf bailing rafts, confrontations be-
tween hard boatersand raftshavedimin-
ished. Neverthel ess,aprudenthard boater
will keep an eye upstream and will not
dalyincrucia eddies, liketheonesbe ow
Hinzerling or National Fdls

Whenthe natural flow isgreater
than1.8thereisno needtoworryabout the
reeaseat dl, unlessyou want to avoid a
highwater run. Thisisasoagreat timeto
head upstreamtoSwall owFalls State Park
forarunonthe TopYough (thewaterfrom
thepower plant comesin at the bottomd
theTop Yough).

Other highwater alternativesn-
clude Bear Creek, which flows into
Friendsville, theBigSandy, theCheatand
theBlackwater.

Sothereyouhaveit—afewsimple
strategiesthat just mightimprovethequa-
ity d your next boating trip. | hopel was
d somehel p... but not toomuch. Afterall,
my paddlingbuddiesand | still intend to
stay astrokeor twoahead o or behindthe
Masses.

Editorsnote: DaveBassage isaraft guideand
kayak instructor for North American River
Runners who can be found either on fhe back
ofaraft,or notatall, unlessyom know therest
of his secrets.



West Virginia Rivers Coalition

Fights Dams in Cheat Watershed

t's the year 2004. Yau have

I been enjoying a marvelous

whitewater adventure on

the gorgeous L aurel Fork of
the Cheat. Suddenly, the pristine,
laurel-choked forest gives way to
scrub and mud flats. Yau turn a
bend and you are confronted with
a monstrous earthen dam, over
twofootball fieldswideand ashigh
asa 12-story building! (Thedamis
kept without areservoir most d the
timeto beabletoabsorbfloodwater.)
Fences and buoys block your path
and you faceabone-crunching half
mile portage up the mudflats and
over the crest of the dam.

Dam advocates want to build
five of these boondoggles in the
upper Cheat watershed. They
would justify this proposal by in-
voking thefear engendered by the
Great Flood of 1985. Only one
catch: the dams would protect
downstream communities only
from a 100-year flood. The Great
Hood was much larger than that.

The Wes Virginia Rivers
Coaalition thinksthere are better
ways to handle floods, like early
warning systems. l[imits on con-
structlon in the flood plain, par-

ticipation in the Federal flood in-
surance program, and perhaps
leveesinthe towns.

Foundedbythe AWAin 1989,the
West VirginiaRivers Coalition has
aconcretegoal: toguaranteethe
futureof thirteen Wed Virginia
"erown jewel" riversin the
Monongahela National Forest
(seenext page). Included onour list
are whitewater classics like the
Smoke Hole Canyon, Blackwater,
ShaversFork, Laurel Fork, andthe
Cranberry. We are now conducting
anintensegrassrootspolitical cam-
paignin West Virginiafor designa-
tion o these rivers under the Wild
and Scenic RiversAct. Designation
would mean:

® no damsor hydropower projects.
® improved water quality.

® better management o mining
and timbering.

® enhancement o river accessand
river recreation.

Our campaign is gaining
momentum, but it is expensive. If
you have not already joined
WVRC, weneed your help!

L T S

Map of Cheat Basin
from state-sponsored
dam study.

' Please 'ﬂ‘dﬁ WURE Save West Vinginia Rivers!

" Yes, Count mee in wi th over 240 AWA member swho havealready joined WVRC! Enclosedismy tax-deductible |

contributiond $

. Donorsd $20 or more become WVRC members($10for West Virginiaresidents).

Name

Address Home Phone
Address Work Phone
City State Zip_____

Make your check payabl eto*AWA/West Virginia Rivers Coaiition™ and send to WVRC, Box 606, Buckhannon, WV 26201.

Please let me know how else | can help!




NORTH FORK PAYETTE RIVER

She brokemy head
She broke my boat...
She broke my ankle...

ﬁ She broke my ..

By CHRIS KOLL




"Shebrokemy dick...”

"Shebrokemy dick!"

Weglancedtoward thebar where
four rangy timbermens ouchedover their
beers. Onedl ucidated on an afflictionthat
sounded singularly painful.

Noned thefour looked particu-
larly damaged—except for theeffectsd a
sx-pack or two. They weretall and raw-
bonedwith thick, ropey armsstill marked
by the greasefrom aday in thewoods.

Thefourweresimilarlyattiredin
high-water blue jeanssupported by wide
redsuspenders, t-shirtsminussleeves, and
thick steel -toedboots.Althoughtheir hard
hats remained back in their trucks, their
hair was still contoured to theshaped a
helmet.

But perhapsl shoul dexplainhow
four Eastern whitewater boaters found
themselvesin asaloonin Lowman, |daho
a elevenodock at night...

We had arrived 48 hoursearlier
withtheintentiond spendingeight days
running the North Fork d the Payette
River—one d the most chalenging sec-
tionsd continuousclass5whitewaterin
the United States. But after scoutingmuch
d thel6-mile run during our first morn-
ingin ldaho, we kept finding excusesfor
delaying theinevitable.

Theafternoon d thefirst day we
had run only the comparatively eeser
lowerfivemilesd theNorthFork acouple
d times. We needed to get afed for the
continuousand pushy natured theriver.
At least that's what we told oursalves.

And onthesecond day, wechose
torun theDeadwood-abeautiful wilder-
ness tributary d the South Fork d the
Payette. The Deadwood's 26-mile length
coupled withitscontinuousclass3-4 rap-
idswouldfurther prepareusto tacklethe
gutsd the North Fork.

Atleast—that's what werational -
ized Butif the truth beknown, we were
probably just afraid that the North Fork
would break our dicks.

So that's how we cameto bein
Lowman, sittingasquietly aspossbleina
corner table, observingthelocal color out
d thecorner d our eyes.

Wedidn't get off theDeadwood
until 7:30, then the shuttle back to the
reservoirlasted over two hours, so by the
end o the day the saloon in Lowman
offeredthe only promised ahot medl.

Our pizzas had not yet arrived

Opposite: Scenes from the carnage--re-
pairingbodies and boatson the North Fork.

NORTH FORK PAYETTE RIVER

when the timbermen rose unevenly from
their stoolsand staggered toward us. We
shared looksd apprehensionand | calcu-
lated theodds: four tired and hungry pad-
dlersagainst anevennumber d inebriated
timbermen.

But thefour halted on thedance
floor before our table here they joined
hands, raised up on thetippy-toesd their
stedl-toed boots, and lurched into a back-
woods Idaho rendition d ring-around-
the-rosy.

"Look—were the cloggin’ log-
gers' hooted the one with the broken
dick.

Suddenly, two loggers facing
each other leaned outward—using their
weight to swingtheother twoli rks o the

circleviolently together.

"Warn! " Their chestsdammed
togetherwitharesoundingthud. Thenthe
other twoleaned back, repeatingthe pro-
cessfor the benefit o the other two.

""No head buttin’, now,” warned
brokendick, asif repeatingrulesd an oft-
played game.

Our pizza had arrived and we
wolfed it down. Just because we were
hungry, d course. Butin theback o our
minds, we were atad concerned that the
"clogging loggers' might decide to be-
comethe"floggingloggers' andinviteus
for the next dance.

They needn't have bothered.
Duringthe next fivedaysthe North Fork
Payettewoul d batter and bruiseusplenty.
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Coming out to Idaho was Bob
Gedekoh's idea. Or, if you wanted to be
formal, Doctor Bob Gedekoh's idea—see-
ing how Bab is head d obstetricsfor a
magjor Pittsburgh hospital. Bob has prob-
ably boated moreclass4 5runsin North
America than any other person with a
"norma’ nine-to-five job, and we were
damn glad to benefit from h's practical
river experience(not tospeak of hi s exper-
tisewith needleand suture).

But what madethetrip effortless
wastheinclusiond TimKedley. Timisan
engineer captainwiththeU.S Army. Hav-
ingmi ssedthespringboatingseason while
completingtheArmy’s Ranger course, Tim
wasenjoyingawhitewater summer of fun
paddlingvirtually every day o histwo-
month leave.

Hed startedinJune,squirtingon
the Ocoee and hair-boatingon the Green
beforeworkingnorthtotheUpper Y ough,
Black and Ottawa.

O course, in the Army, a two-
monthleavehasitsprice. Timwassched-
uled to leave in mid-August for assign-
ment in Korea A week on the Payette
woul dcaphisvacationand provideadose
ofwhitewater tocarry himthrough months
on theDMZ

Anyway, the planwasfor Timto
leave his truck at his family's homein
Coloradobeforeshippingout. SoBoband
| would smply throw old boatson top o
histruck and wed fly into Boiseto meet
him. Equipmenthassl eswoul d beavoi ded.

Charlie Pettigrove, a devel oper
from Washington, D.C,, would not be as
lucky. Hed havetofly inseparately, rent
aboat and car, and meet usat theriver.

As editors of American
Whitewater, Boband | communicatecon-
stantly. And through the early summer,
Bob provided frequent updates on the
statusd thetrip:

"They're predictingflowsin the
1,200 cfsrange—a good first-timelevel...”

Then later:

""There's agoodchancetheDead-
wood will aso havewater...

And later ill:

"Theriver'supto2,000cfs. That's
supposed to beagood level. | just hopeit
isn't too good...”

Tobehonest, | didn't pay much
attention to Bob'sincreasing level d ex-
citementover challengingthe North Fork.
| figured—aboating trip isaboatingtrip.
You put-on...you paddle..you take out.

Actualy | wasmorelookingfor-
wardtoseeingtheldaho sceneryanddrink-
ing theloca beers.

NORTH FORK PAYETTE RIVER

S0 thewarning bellsnever rang
in my head when they should havebeen
clangingafive-darm.

After boating some o the
continent's toughest whitewater, if Bob
wasgrowingantsy about the North Fork-
-maybethisriver wasjust alittleunusual.

1confessIm likealot d Eastern
boaters. There's dwaysasilly gamebeing
played about thesizeand compositiond
the boat you paddie.

Hell, somepaddl erslcould name
would never be caught dead in a plastic
boat unl essyouintendedto plummet down
some extreme 500-foot-per-mile cascade
likethe Green.

Now, I'm not quitethat self-con-
scious. | likekeepingaplasticboat around
for when my glass boats are cracked or
leaking—whichispretty muchdl thetime.
Butl've alwaysboughtsmall plasticboats-
-like the Perception Sabre and later the
Reflex. And | figured, hell...if aSabrewill
work on the Upper Yough or Gauley—I'll
be okay on the North Fork.

S0 | loaded a battered Sabre on
Tim's racks. I'd just leaveit in Idaho.

Tim hasasmilar mentdity. He
doesn't even own a plagtic boat. So his
Screamin’ Meanie sat up therebesidemy
Sabre. OF course, after yearsd squirting,
Tim better understands the dynamicsd
makingsmall boatsperform under trying
conditions. And so he figured hed be
aright on the North Fork.

Bob, morefamiliar withWestern
water, brought an old Dancer he didn't
mind leaving out there. And that's the
model Charlierented.

But thewisdomd my choiced
boat wasimmediatel yquestioned during
our initial day on the Upper North Fork.

Weencounteredagroup d local
boatersled by a paddler named Guy:

"Do you mind if we tag along,
just tosee thelines?'

"Youarent paddlingany o those
tiny boats?* Guy asked, asheunloadedhis
Aeroquatic. "A group d Eagternerstried
paddling the North Fork in those last
year...and they got munched.”

"Wadl...ahem...ahem.”

Let metdl you about thePayette
River:

Forty milesnorth o Boiseat the
littlecrossroadstown d Banks(that’s pro-
nounced Boy-seeby thenatives),thethree
forksd thePayettecometogether toform
themainstemd the Payette.

The main Payette is a critical

sourced water for [daho's vastirrigation
systemso flowson theupstreambranches
areregulated toinsurean adequatedown-
stream levdl.

During the early summer, natu-
ral flowsfrom theSouthand MiddleFork
aresufficient to maintain adequate levels
on the main Payette. But as the summer
progressesand water in the two branches
diminishes, flowsareaugmentedwith re-
leasesfrom reservoirson the Deadwood-—
whichflowsintotheSouth Fork—and from
Cascade Reservoir on the North Fork.

The Deadwood Reservoir is
smaller than the expansive North Fork
impoundment, SO asautumn approaches
and thelakeispooled down—most d the
Payette'sflow comescourtesyd theNorth
Fork

The end result is a variety o
whitewater runs with dependable flows
onthePayettesystem—alwithinanhour's
easy drivefrom |daho's statecapitol.

The South Fork offersa number
d spring and summer runs ranging in
difficulty from class 3 to 4 The Middle
Fork boasts asmall class4 springrun. The
Deadwood providesa class 4 lower sec-
tionand aclass4-plus upper run. Andthe
main Pay etteaddsani ntermedi atesection
starting at Banks.

But we had travel ed cross-coun-
try to sample the bad dog d the Payette
system: the 16-mile class 5 section from
Smiths Ferry to Banks known simply as
"the North Fork”.

Most o the guidebookssay you
canscout the North Forkfroml dahoroute
5 which parallelsthe river for its entire
course. But don't believeit.

What you see from the road is
impressive: a torrent o froth and foam
ascending up and out d sight. But we
didn't gainatrueperspectived thepower
and speed d theriver until wescrambled
30-fetdown over thestegpsloped gran-
iterubble to thewater's edge.

Closetothewater, | found mysdf
walkingwithdeliberatecaution, checking
to seethat every footstep was secure. My
normal scoutinggait, bouncingfrom rock
to rock, was noticeably absent.

Inches away, the river roared
downhill at aferociousclip, ricochetting
off the shoreline with hissing reaction
waves, tumbling over hidden ledges, re-
bounding df boulders, exploding into
mounds d froth and disappearing into
churning hydraulics.

Perhapsit was my imagination,
butitamostseemedthatitl'd venturetoo
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dose, or perhapsdipand touchthewaeter,
I'dbe instantlysuckedintothemael strom,
likeamothdrawninto afan, and beflushed
downstreamand out o sightin the blink
d aneye

It wasn't judt the gradient that
energizedthe North Fork—though there's
plenty d it. Droppingl,700 feet between
Smiths Ferry and Banks for an average
gradient d 106 feet per mile, the river
resembled awatery staircase climbingup
into theldaho mountains.

But what compoundsthefury d
the North Forkisthesevereconstrictiond
itsriverbed caused duringconstructiond
thetwo-lane routeonthewestbank and
theUni onPecificrailbed ontheeast shore.
Tonsdf graniteboul derswerepushed over
thesided thenarrowrivercorridor,chok-
ingthe North Forktoawidthd S0feetand
less.

Bobtookonelook at thefunnel d
water and said:

"Thank God they didn't build a
four-lanehighway."

And we also thanked God that
the predicted release for the upcoming
week would befor only 1,200 cfs Because
even though North Fork regularsrun the
riverinexcessd 2000 cfs—at lowflow the
North Fork appeared perfectly capabled
applyingabeatingworthy o any cloggin’
logger.

"Wel, | don't suppose we can
putit off any longer," Bobsaid the morn-
ingd thethird day.

"Start at thetop?' Tim asked ea-
gerly.

"Start a the top,” | said with a
resigned tone.

AlthoughtheNorth Fork iscon-
sidered one run—the stretch from Smiths
Ferry to Banks—-iscommonly defined as
three sections: the top, middle and bot-
tom.

Maybeit's becausethereisjust so
damn much whitewater packed into that
16 miles—20 named rapids and 20 more
unnamed but still Significant drops—that
paddlersfigureawholebited the North
Fork isjust too much to digest.

The Upper section containsfour
named rapids connected by a series o
continuousclass4 spread over four miles,
butit's themiddl estretchwherethe North
Fork gets down to business. Ten named
drops combined with constant unnamed
rapids to produce nearly seven miles d
virtually uninterrupted class 4-5
whitewater.

Most locd experts combine the

toptwosectionsforaday d fun. And with
sometrepidation, so did we.

But wewereconcernedwithour
unfamiliarity with the river. The North
Fork is smply too continuousto scout.
Andso wewererelievedthat Guy allowed
ustojoin his group~despitethesized Tim
and my boats.

Therei sbadnewsand good news
inrunningcontinuouswhitewaterlikethe
North Fork. The bad newsis that you
knowyou're inaphysical and psychologi-
cd ordeal. The anticipation is positively
painful.

But the good news is—-once the
actionstarts, youdon't havetimetoworry
aboutit...just move, react and survive.

Andso it was. Weopened witha
few quick warm-up rapids that left us
wondering..” You meanthesearen't even
named?"...before the river dropped out
frombeneathusat Steepness, an appropri-
ately named cascadewheretheriver plum-
meted 20 feet through a series d soft,
foamy holes.

My boat was tossed like a leef,
gtalling periloudy at the brink d every
hydraulic while the larger boats crashed
through.

Guy eddied ontheleft at thetop
d Nutcracker, the next named drop. Tim
and | joined him while the other four
membersd our combined partiesheaded
for thecarry on theright.

" liketoboof over theleft o the
top hole into an eddy,” Guy
explained.” Then you run aseam through
thecenter o thenext holeand move hard

right toavoid Nutcracker Rock at the bot-
tom. But theseami sfairlyexact.You don't
wanttopunchthemeatd thehydraulic..It
can push you left. And going left at Nut-
cracker isnofun.”

I nodded grimly, and glanced
envioudly at thewiser people portaging.

Guy made the move into the
eddy. | followed close behind, boofing a
rock on theleft shoreasd oseas| thought
possible. But not cl oseenough.My tail was
pulled back into the hole and | found
mysdf sidesurfing below theledge.

Guy sat watching impassively
fromthesecurity d theeddy onlyfivefest
away and by thelook on hisface, | figured
suff likethat happensdl thetimeonthe
North Fork. But try asl might, | couldn't
drivetheSabreleft out d thehole. And |
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waan't enthralledat theprospectd exiting
right and missing thecritical seam.

Findly, after what seemedlikean
eternity, | pried my tail out, drovethenose
forward, and exited with a perfect ender.
Asluckwould haveit, |managedtopirou-
ettetheboat whileerect, slapthetail down
and hit the seam on a perfect line. Nut-
cracker Rock flew by on theright.

Nutcracker was the last rapid |
remembered that day. Therest of theriver
passed by in ablur o braces, last-second
scramblingand windmillflurriesof paddie
strokes.

The river unfolded at a frantic
pace. Thevelocity d thewater forced in-
stant decisions.Wavesconstantly erupted
in my face and obscured my vision. I'd
blink away thefroth only tobeconfronted
withanother holeto punch or apitonrock
to avoid.

OF course, | did remember the
infamousJacob'sl adder —mainly because
| had ample opportunitytostudy therapid
from shorewhile | carried. Guy ran the
dropeffortlessdywhileTimfoughttocon-
trol hisMeanie through the pushy entry
holes before successfully boofing into a
must-makeeddy on thebottom I eft.

| escaped theNorth Fork on that
first day without any noticeablescars, but
| still felt beaten, bruised and thoroughly
worn. Horsing my SabrethroughtheNorth
Fork's turbulent water had proven an ar-
duousordeal.

Charliewasdsoalittleworsefor
wear. He had ski-jumped pour-over in
Bad Jose—thesecond named rapid d the
middlesection--only tofind a piton rock

—the scene when an open canoeist was-|
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waitingat the bottom. Hecrawled up the
bank to route 55 with a severely sprained
right ankle.

Even Tim endured damage. Not
to hisbody...worsethan that. Heruefully
estimated his glass boat would require
fivehoursof grindingand patchingbefore
the next day's run.

"She broke my ankle'" said
Charlie.

"Shebrokemy boat," said Tim.

""She broke my body"' | said.

The next day, my wordswould
ringominously true.

Bob Gedekoh isa handy guy to
have around when you're running hard
rivers,

A coupleyearsago, Bdbwason

washed under House Rock on the Upper
Gauley. He emerged three minuteslater,
blueas a pair d jeans, and Badb revived
him. Saved hislife.

And thankstoBob’s prescription
d ice, compression and elevation along
withathoroughly professiona anklewrap
d ducttape, Charliewaspronouncedfitto
paddlethe next day.

If only he could have performed
asimilar miracleon my ailingmusclesand
inappropriateboat.

Weput intowardstheend o the
middl esection, just aboveScreamingL eft
Turn, intendingtorundownto Banks But
amileintothetripat thetailend o arapid
named Jaws, my boat caught anedgeand
over | went.

“Wham!”

Apparently, the North Fork had

__norulesagainst head butting.
|

I rolled up tofind ablown spray

sKkirt, smashed glasses, and blood running
| down my forehead. Back on shore, Bab

confirmed that the cut would requiresu-
tures.

Given theoption d aphysicians
assistant in Banksor Bob's tender nini s-
trationsperformedat riverside, | optedto
get the sewingdoneimmediately.

Even though he still wore his

| lifgjacket and spray skirt, Bob’s attitude

turned professional assoonashedonned
rubber gloves.

"l have some thin suture mate-
rial, but | don't thinkitwill hold upwdlif
it getswet," Bobsaidtome "And | dont
think keepingyour stitchesdry will bean
option."

| laid ecrossthetailgate of Tim’s
pickup while Bob performed the proce-

[—dure. For thebenefitd pictures, westuck

a gick between my teeth, but in redity,
Bob was well equipped to deal with the
problem, expertly placing six stitches.

A veteran d several wilderness
expeditions, Bobevenhad atreasuretrove
d antibioticsin h's first-aid kit and he
madesure| took liberal doses.

My body was pumped full o
bacteria-killers, for severa days after the
accident, | wasabletocuretheinfirmwith
jugt thetouchd my finger.

And moreimportantly,l waseble
to paddlethe next day.

When you livein the Eagt, par-
ticularlyin upstateNew Y ork; it's difficult
to perceived alocation where the sun
shinesmore than 50%d thetime.

Andin Idaho, thesun remained
brightin thesky dl thetime.

We camped at a Forest Service
campground up the South Fork, sur-
rounded by tall pineswith aview d the
river. A natural hot spring lay just one
hundred yardsaway.

Our vacation developed into a
delightfully relaxing routine: every day
wed deepuntilwakened by thesunwhich-
-being on thewesternedged the Moun-
tain Time Zone—did not occur until are-
spectablehour.

Thenwe’d ambledowntothehot
springfor anhour's soak, casuallyload up
the truck, then head off for an extended
breskfast at a cafe in Banks or Smiths
Ferry. After eating, wed snooze for an-
other hour—usualy whileTim patched his
boat—to alow our food to settle.

We never put-on much before
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noon. By that timethesun washigh over-
head and the temperature well into the
ninetiesalthoughin Idaho's arid climate,
the heat fdt more comfortable than op-
pressive.

Originally,| had hopedtosample
anumber o theared's amplewhitewater.
Maybesandwich thedifficult North Fork
between a couple play days on the South
Fork or main Payette. Therewould have
been plenty o paddlersto boat with. Ev-
ery day we met dozensd folksdrawn to
the Payette for the scenic beauty or the
playing on the Staircaseor Canyon runs.

But when it came time to run
shuttle,invariably Tim'strucknosednorth
up Route55 and wed leave the crowds
behindtotackleanother pieced the North
Fork.

""'Somenasty dogssnap, snarl and
bark...” Bob announcedto usfrom across
thebreakfasttableat the Cougar Lodgein
SmithsFerry.

Tim and | exchanged puzzled
glances.

"It'gust amethodfor remember-
ingthenames d therapids,” Bobexplained.
"You take the first letter o the rapid's
name and work it into an easily recalled
phrase.See~there’s’Some,” that's an ‘S’ for
Steepness; thenan'N' for Nutcracker;' D'
for Disneyland;'S forS-turnandsoon...”

"That's too complicated,” Tim
argued. "Why dont you just make an
acronym—just one word--out d thefirst
letters.”

Neither processworked for me.

| tried topictureBob usinga simi-

lar memory-enhancing techniquein the
operating room while digging out abad
gd| bladder:

"Let's sse—'Kind surgeons hate
loathsomelawyers guts' That's kidney-
stomach-heart-lungs-liver-gall bladder.
Ahhh! Thismust be the sucker."

Ontheother hand, Tim's method
didn't makemuch moresense. TheNorth
Fork's rapids formed an acronym that
spelled "SBDSBKCBRIG...”, a combina-
tion that might mean"It's abitch" in Rus-
sian, but drawsablank in English.

O course, asaWest Point grad—
Tim is accustomed to remembering con-
fusingacronymslikeSECDEF, CINCPAC
or NORAD. Hdll, yournighttel lhim “Let’s
mount an assault on SBDSBKCBRIG,"
and hed know exactly what you meant.

Though | doubtit. A littlelater, |
caught him scrawling BDSEBK... on the
back o hishandwithanindeliblemarker.

Persondly, | didn't know if |
wanted to remember the names d the
rapids. | didn't knowif | wanted to seethe
North Fork again.

It was a Monday morning--a
coupledaysafter | had banged my head--
and Bab and Ti Ms memorization efforts
werein preparation o our attempting a
top-to-bottom run d theriver. Sncewe
hadencounteredatotal of nineother North
Fork paddl ersoverthepreviousthreedays
d the weekend, we didn't figure wed
meet anyone to help us with the lines.
Today wewereon our own.

And | wasn't exactly lookingfor-
‘ward toiit.

Since I'd bashed my head, I'd
agonized through a period of sdf doubt.

T
Al
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- Tim dismissed my concernsasempty:

"It's the boat...you're lucky you
even madeit down thisriver aliveinthat
thing."

But | waan't sosure.

Maybeit wasme. Now that I'm
looking40strai ghtin theface—maybelno
longer possessed the skills to handle a
river likethe North Fork. Maybel never
had the skills to begin with.

Inany case, | wassoontofind out
thetruth. Charley had left that morningto
catchaflight back to Washington. But he
had left me his rental Dancer. If | was
trashed today—I would no longer have
any excuse...

Oh, Hel-a fertile imagination
canawayscomeupwithexcuses. And as
wedid downthebank at the put-in, | was
aready testing a couple promising new
ones.

"You know—I've never paddled
aDancer. Ever."

"Bull shit,"” Timsaid."| saw you
borrow oneoncewhenyoudidn't wantto
run your glass boat through the Poop
Chute on the Black.”

"That doesn't count. It wasonly
oneragpid,” | protested.

"Wall, you'll probably get usd
toitfastonthe North Fork,” Bobobserved.

"I'll see howitfedsontheUpper
beforel dotheMiddle..” | started to sy,
but Tim and Bobwereal ready out of hear-
ing, headingtoward Some—| mean Steep-
ness—and | had to paddleto catch up.

Onceon theriver, neither Bads
doggerel nor Tim's backhand shorthand
wered much use. We recognized certain
rapids, o course—but oncein the Middle
section, the action was too continuous to
figureoutwhere Bad Joseendedand where
Know-Where-To-Go started. But even
though we seldom knew precisaely where
we were—the North Fork still felt more
comfortabletome..lessterrifyingand more
fun.

Maybeit wasthebenefitof aboat
with more volume. Or maybeit wasthe
result o added familiaritywith theriver.
But suddenly my dread vanished and |
realizedthat thisNorth Fork wasgoingto
beagood time.

It was just like that night in
Lowman. Thesickfeelingwhilewatching
the loggers approach replaced by rdief
and laughter when the good old boys

| brokeinto raucousdance.

Now that | know the steps, I'd
liketo come back to theball.



RAPID TRANSIT SPECIALIZESIN:

« BOAT PROTECTION " CUSTOM BOAT BAGS™
« PADDLE PROTECTION " CUSTOM PADDLE BAGS"
= BOAT SECURITY " BOAT LOCKS"
= USED BOAT HOT LINE
USED AND NEW BOATS

RAPID TRANSIT BOAT DEALER FOR

PRJON DEQA]

pvranha NeXy e

T {hﬂ"i’ﬁi’*" '

Rapid Transit
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 824 01d Swede Road DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED

FREE BROCHURE Dougﬁsgv%%é%m FREE BROCHURE

5X



Paddling Quebec's endangered Great Whale
Noordinary river trip

for two pals

By PETER SKINNER

Paddling the Great Whale with Doug

Copiusquantitiesd crimsonlig-
uid are now running down the back o
Doug's neck onto the black rubber o the
new dry top, mixing with the spatter o
northlandsrain. Theblack flies(afew o
thel5million crazed aerial blood suckers
per acreinthisnorthern Canadianwilder-
ness) havestruck my partnerinernest up
front in the Topo-Duo - our whitewater
vehicle d choice for this first descent
Quebec's Grande Riviere de laBdeine -
The Great Whale. ""Nowonder Dougcom-
plainedthat thenneck gasket felt tootight -
hisneck hasal ready becomequiteswollen
fromso many bites,” | muse.-AShestern
nman, my paddleworkswondersscraping
off thesenew pests, but moreblood flows
ashedapsand scratches. “Ah, thesharks
will be heresoon....”

While battling the bugs, we are
floatingand gloating right now -basking
in our successthreading the needlieon a
very threatening rapid about amileback.
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Charles Purvis photo

While Steve Massaro (A.K.A. The
Manchild)and EricHertz (TheOrganizer)
both snuck the drop river right, the Duo
(us) charted a dadom course down the
middle among a mine field d huge hy-
draulics, anyoned whichwouldd turned
the Topo-Duo into a pretzel, gecting us
both into 10 - 15000 cfs d warm, but
violent whitewater.

TheTrip and its Raison d'etre

You s, not only is this afirg
kayak/raft exploratory d these rapids,
thisisthefirsttimemy buddy Dougand |
have paddled this new 2 person kayak
together and thefirst timein someyears
that Doug has plied big water. Not to
worry... we did afew successful rollsin
flatwater and weve seen lotstogetherin
thelast decade. So, NoProblem.. theroar
d thedropaheaddoesnot threatenus-it's
a'Boat Scout,' or so it seemsuntil we get
closeand best a hasty retreat to the eddy
above one hugedrop.



The Great Whale - La Grande
RivieredelaBaleine-isour presentlocae,
the culmination d a month o frantic
planning, equipment and personnel se-
lectionand siteassessment. Eric, theprin-
cipal of Earth River Expeditionsand an
ardent conservationist,realy did most o
thework. Heflew uptotheriverinJune,
(thereare no roadsinto this areaon the
easternedged Hudson Bay) and toured
the area by float plane with the Cree
indians. Heassured usthat theriver was
only Class IV. "We would love it, he
said.... and HydroQuebec planstodamit
up and essentially dl of theadjacent riv-
ersflowing into Jamesand Hudson Bays
too!" Our visit could give usand others
on the trip an intimate river level intro-
duction to theimpactsthese gigantic hy-
dro projectswould wreak on one d the
dozens d magjor rivers affected by the
JamesBay projects. (See sidebar)

My Relationship with Doug

‘Boa Scout'... hmmm that re-

mindsmed myfirstriver tripwithDoug |

some10yearsearlier. Hehad just moved
in across the street - he was an accom-
plished kayaker in the Adirondacks - |
had ranged abit morewidely in thesame
craft. Weimmediately had akind d man
to man simpaticoand | was overjoyed to
find a new victim for my moreassertive
brand o whitewater riversport. Hiswife
was not amused.....

Whileanaccomplishedpaddier,
Doug had not redlly ever tasted real sin -
BIG WATER. So sometimein 1981, we
took off oneday for asamplingd Cana-
dianbrand bigwater - the St. Lawrenceat
Montreal - Lachine Rapidsin particul ar at
say 300,000 cfsor so. | warned hi mabout
big holes-how you recognizethem, how
youavoid them, how you play them, how
you escapethem. Hewas psyched!!!!! |
think that maybel failed toemphasizethe
‘avoid them' approach enough...

Theferryout tothemiddleofthe
river to line up took at least 20 minutes
and eventhenweweren't surewherewe
were. Oncewe began our approach, | in
thelead, theveocity increased, and pres-
ently atelltalehorizonandhumpd water
the size & small hill appeared.... BIG
HOLE no doubt. Time to take quick
evasiveaction. Whew, | just missed the
corner of themongter. | spun around on
the foam pile the size of a football field
below theholetowarn Dougthat thiswas
il oneof thossholesyou play in....

Charles Purvis photo
Michael Kennedy ballasts the front tube as his raft crashes through the Whale's
enormous waves.

ning east to west and dumping their
contents inta the James and Hudson
Bays. The reck over which they run
ia very old - sbout 3-4 billion yeara or
so. Flying over the landacape in the
plana, the area locks liKe the glacier
left only & few centuries agoe. Low

zon, with unceuntable wetlands,
emall |skea and rivers In between.
Anyunnatural landscape element like
a teepes, survey line, trail, downed
aircraft or other manmade structure
stands out like 8 sore thumb.

Every river has sections of
superb whitewater and exquisite
soenery. The water is warm and the
alr temperature pleasant (even Klind
af hot) in August. Like so many other
Canadian shigld rivers, (the Otawa
ot Pembroke is a perfect example)
fiat water separntes big drops. Wa-
terfalla abound and occasional big
water wave trains can be found an
the blgger rivera. We choss but ane

raunded off hills stretch to the hori- |

The Land and its Rivers

The Great Whale is one of 3 | of a number of whitewater strelches

| wa flew over appeared to offer a pano-
ply of paddieable segments - frem
Class | - ¥l. A paddler’s only limite-
tions would be his or her ability to
pay far the float plane and his or her
resistance to the hordes of biting
| insects for whom you are their only
| hope for progeny.
[ While the sxpanas of land
seema limitleas, itis not really forbid-
| ding. Armed with a fishing pole and
i hook, a compass, headnet and a few
| ether assentials, & savvy ouldoors
person could get aleng here, subsist-
| Img on the game and fish which call
thia land thelr homes.
In fact, that's just what the
Cree have done for millennin. Each
family has o plece of the bush called
a trapling that they use each year for
food and barter goods, A small
trapline would be a mere 20 miles by
20 miles - 300 square miles. Although
the game ls thers, the denalty s low,
This [a the sub-arctlc you Know.




Phil Raphals photo

Members of the expedition watch plane depart during lunch stop on the second day of the Great Whale descent.

Toolate. Withalookof innocent
determination,heattacked and conquered
thehill - only to descend into the bottom-
less hole out of sight. Seconds passed,
boat parts appeared, then violently disap-
peared. Finally, theboat emerged next to
mine and he rolled up - very dowly. A
littl ewiser and much wetter, hissprayskirt
askew, theboat wasfullofwater. " Couldn't
get stabilized in there," he observed rue-
fully.

Numerousrapids, waterfalls,in-
dividual marital and living arrangements
later, we are till pals - we were even
housematesfor awhile- 'Take MeTothe
River' or 'Dixie Chicken' served as the
morning wake up music - riversand con-
servation the glue which kept us close.
Now, although we work in the same of-
fice, he the lawyer, me the scientist, our
liveshaveseparatedabit. Butitisgreatto
be back in the same boat again - amgjor
rapid ahead - inextricably reliant on one-
another's skillsand determination.

No Ordinary River Trip

Thisisnot ordinary river tripfor
twopals-thisisreally anexpeditioninthe
broadest sense. Not just that thenorthern
lights are so bright that the campsites
shimmer all evening in the eerie green
glowaf ionizedfireworks; not justthat the
glacier smoothed hills and sgquat black
spruce trees and lichen/moss carpet
stretches hundredsof milesin dl direc-
tions with almost nothing human in be-
tween; not just that wearehafway tothe
ArcticCircleonthe55thparallel; notthat
just that weguestsbeing introduced first-
hand to the subsi stence based human cul -
tures of the Inuit and Cree peoples; it's
that we are here to support some truly
influential peopl efrom theNortheast seek-
ing to understand the dimensions of the
impacts that the world's largest hydro
projectshaveal ready had andwill haveon
theenvironmentandhumanculture. Spon-
sored by AWA and severa other groups,
weare hereto ssewhat thi s international
environmental brouhahais all about - a

kind of MissionFrom God, only wewear
helmets, not thepork piehatsof the Blues
Brothers.

TheCreesareconsummatehosts.
They feted everyonewithfeastsaof goose
and caribou(seephoto,....)and putusupin
their homesin Whapmagoostui located at
themouth of the Great Whaleas we pre-
pared for the trip. They patiently and
elogquently explainedtheir cultureand the
impactsof the hydro projects. We were
literally adopted by thetribe, noquestions
asked.

Meanwhile, Back ar'Boat Scout'

Dougand | arenow backat ‘Boat
Scout,' threedayslater,thi stimewithtwo
raftsfull of journalists,and other notables
trying to decide whether and how to run
the rapid. The Manchild pilots one raft
bearing among others, New Y ork Senator
Franz Leichter and his wife Nina along
with Assemblyman Bill Hoyt, the noted
energy expert and Northwest Territories
canoeist. Ericpilotstheother withBobbie



Cree promise to resist

The Political Milieu

The aluminum and glass encircled Cree board room
o the 34 th. foor of 8 Mondraal skyscraper iz 8 saiting [s far
froem the bugs and whitewaler of the Groar Whale, The talk is
e of recreational and riversports - '8 Yy serioys.  Hydro
Duebec has fust indicalod thal construction of the 500 milion
read from tha La Grande project northard io the Greal Whals
project is slated o begin September 12 of THIS YEAR - one
month fromnow. The challenge has been lssund - how will the
Croo mapond?  How Wil America’s consumens andior
deraiaamakers respond?

The young Crae af the teble are angry and resolute
bt go [s Quabec's . Robert Bourassa who had callad
this tribe "an evil peopde.” The talk of a phisical biockade rages
Back and forth (8 peaceiul cocupalion-umike the shde of the
fndfarn Warrfor standofl on Montrals Point Megssiar bridge
which caplured worldwide news atfention last year), Oues-
tons peppar the debate ton of acthisls
from forsign cocuntries and hazards of raned
Talk [z cheap now, though, In & month, aff this fak wil ba
dovbiess be declzive actions heard round the workd, By the
tima you read this, history will ba anfolding.

The Great Whale project /s front page news &ll the
timer now. It has become the conforpioce in the Cuebec

T

soparabist debare and e political fufure of Bourasse. I has
fuelad major energy, human rghts and anvironmendal polic)y
dabalas n Northeastern sfales and in Europe, Maonbreals
Giiohe god Mall coftrmnlst Lysfame Gagnon sammed i/ up i mid-
Awmbyumg.:

*Tha project 5 badeg fought from avery possibis angle.
in the courts, In the media, trough diversa lobbies on the
national and kdormational scenes.  Meanwhis, the fedaral
govermiment freads the murky waters with axtrema cawdion,
Erying not o take sides in whal fs building up Io be & confronta-
ban befween Canada's fo historical minarities.

ohe even mentons the AWA o,

*Tha powerful coalition of natives laaders and enwiron -
mantalsts has baon pressuring northaastam American poli-
gimns fo cancol thelr bilffion dofar confracts with Mydro-Quabec
= with some Siccess, sihce.. even Congressman [Somy,
Lyzians, he's not 8 congrasaman et | Robart F, Keanedy Jr.,
political hair fo the groar dynasty, was recently on thae sfe on a
Fac-finding missmon.”

This titanic struggie Is worthy of the heavy coverage

Canada and other countrias. Once complated, the
throa Jamas Bay hyoro aleciric projects will encompass an anoa
the sire of France!

in & late development, the New York Power
Aurthority has resched an sgreement with Hpdro-Ouebes
that access road construction will not begln wntil the
profect undergoes an E.LS. stalling the project for o year,
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Kennedy Jr. the very effectiveconserva-
tion lawyer associated with NRDC and
Pace University Law Schoal, and Mike
Kennedy, the CEOof theCitizensEnergy
Corporation from Boston and their two
kidsal ong with the Creeguides.

The Kennedy's are by the way,

- runoneof thebigraftingoutfitsinMaine. |-

Infact, thewholefamily of thelate Robert
Kennedy, youngstersincluded, spentdoz-
ensof weekendsexploringwhitewaterriv-
ersacrossAmericaby raftandkayak And
we, Doug and |, are the lowly safety
kayakersand occasional entertainment.

nostrangersto whitewater. Mikeusedto

Charles Purvis photo

Thewavesare huge and the next

rapidjust below, abigfalls- amandatory
portage. '‘Boat Scout' featuresWavel - a
15 foot mountain, frosted on top with a
cross curler. Wave Il is a hydraulic, a
cross-curlerand a washing machine - de-
pending onthemoment. Thelast Waveis
a certifiable big water meat grinder. In
betweentripsportagingour campinggear,

| .
e

"
-
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wepeer intothegutsdf thisrapid, plotting |

routes and likely boat and paddling re-
sponses. Thesunisout - clear skiesabove.
Thebugsareinremissionfor atimeasthe
upriver wind keeps them at bay. Most
elect towalk - wewill runitand Manchild
will pilot empty rafts with the elder
Kennedys aboard.

The approach is problematic -
upriver rocksblock comfortabl eaccessto
the chosen route. The glassy smooth
tongueislongand bereft of marker signs.
Nobubbl estreet or anything. Thespeeddf
the water approaching the wave train is
very fast. A small miscalculationwould
send aboat into theleft hand holewherea
swim would be the most likely outcome.
Ths swim in turn could have most dire
consequencesjust downriver.

As bad as my paddling reputa-
tion may be, Doug remainsblissful inthe
bow. Although our eskimo roll in the
really bad stuff isuntested, | think wewill
makeit. | feel hispowerful strokespull us
outinto theriver as| twist my head
aroundandruddertheupstreamferry.
Anxioussecondstick past. "*Weshould
be OK now.....” | guess. Wespin to
facethetest. "YES....” Dougexclaims
with conviction when heseesour po-

sition - weare exactly on course. We-

pickupspeed-thecamerasareup-we
areonthetongue.

Kayaking for Two

Piloting the Topo-Duo is truly
fun. Sincel boughtitlastyear, | havebeen
in the Dancer once. Instead d paddling
0lo, a parade d experts, intermediates,
rank beginners, my wifeand kidshavesat
upfront,d| delightingintheexperienced
paddling - guide included. The boat is
forgivingand easy toroll. Aslongas they
helpout, | can usually roll it done. They
learn to ped out and do eddy turns and
bracewithoutflipping. They getthe cheap
thrillsof whitewaterwithout thepenalties
wed | suffered solo.

In big water the boat isfast,
butitisbig-kindadf likeasupertanker
-thelargesurfaceareagiveshigwaves
alotof chancetopushitaround. Right
now on this tongue, the Topo-Duo
feelslike the Exxon Valdez.

Back on thewater, again

Phil Raphal photo

We hit thefirst wave judt right.
Doug'shack and helmetaresilhouettedon
thesky as wearelaunchedintospace. The
landinginthetroughisextraordinaryand
violent. Wearefirst surfed sideways, then
upriver, spunaround and then mercifully
expeledupright-butrightintothejawsd

themeatgrinder. Weraucouslysurf there
inavariety of very unstabl eattitudesamid
collapsingwallsd water. Then the un-
thinkable- the stern - meincluded - gets
swallowed whole.

We backender - big time!

My mindraces..." Oh, Oh...thisis

n,
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it. Therollmustworknow ornever.”" The
turbulence wrests the paddle from one
hand, but eventually I getitback ontothe
righthand side. Bknock twice onthe hull
tosignalthe cadencetoDoug. The sweep,
the lean back.... then nothing happens.
Dougmusthavehad sometrouble setting
up. Back into the position, again two
knocks, but this time, Doug sweeps early
and a violent vortex messes my sweep.
Things are definitely getting more seri-

Moreon Kayaking for Two

Paddling double inbigwater or
steep stuffisnot for the faint of heart. 1tis
one thing mastering skills solo - bracing,
rolling, reading the river, choosing the

Social and
environmental
implications of
the projects

Hydro-Quebec's hydro projects
will change that age old lifestyle. By dam-
ming up the Great Whale and the Little
Whaleanddivertingor reversingthe flow of
other nearby rivers and greatly increasing
the size and storage of Lac Bienville, the
company will flood vast areas of traplines
and eliminate fisheries. Underwater, bac-
terial decay of the groundcover (trees, peat,
etc.) forms methane which in turn creates
methyl mercury, the bio-available form of
thistoxicheavy metal. Alreadythe natives
around the La Grand project bear danger-
ous levels of mercuryresultingfrom eating
the fish and other game, themselves bur-
dened by this heavy metal.

The globalatmospheresuffersas
well. Already, over the equivalent of 100
million tons of carbon dioxide has been
released by the decomposition. This re-
lease may have exacerbated globalwarm-
ing. In fact, recent analyses have shown
that the carbon dioxide emissions from
thesehydro projectsmaybe nearly equiva-
lent to discharges from fossil fuel gener-

rightequipment, decidingtorunthe drop
ornot. Youhaveonlyyourselftoconsider
or to blame. Itis quite another to find a
personwhose skills not only compliment
your own but also enhance the overall
experience. If, like aclose relationship or
amusicalduet, thingsworkout, theresult
is a whole greater than the parts - the
success evenmore worthy.

Beingthere when needed

Aslsetuponceagain, Irecallthat
Doug said that he would continue to try
rolls indefinitely - like Doc Blackadar al-
ways said. Cometo think of it, Doughas
alwaysbeenthere whenlneededhimand
I have always tried to do the same - but
somehow he has always givenmore than

‘Ihave. Ihope this trip helps balance the

scale. He'sbeenmyprofessionalcolleague,
my confidante, my BestMan, my lawyer,
etc. etc. He'll be there once more now.

Two knocks, one pause, two si-
multaneous sweepsandheadsonthedeck,
and we are suddenly upright and quite
smartly, thankyou. Above theroar of the
rapid, we hear the shoreside cheers. We
spin and ferry joyfully into the big eddy
abovethe falls. Theexultationof our new
friendsonshorecouldnothowever, come
closetoequallingthepridelfeelfor giving
my best and getting hisbest -both at the
sametime. Thisriver-thistriphasbrought
out thebestin allof us. Hopefully, itwill
do the same for others to follow in the
decades to come.

Cree people prepare paddlers feast:

bedofblack spruce boughs,

ated electricity.

Inaddition, the water release flow
regime dictated by power demand, not
nature, will also change the character of
the ecology and other hydrologic charac-
teristics of the two great bays that these
rivers flow into. The impacts on migratory
birds hunters and bird watchers cherish
are essentially unknown.

Of greatestimmediateconcernto
the Cree at Great Whale is the nearly one
billion dollar road and airport construction
project which will be used to carry con-
structionworkersandsuppliesto the project
sites. Thatroad willbring hunters fromthe

southwho willforay outward from the road

&0

Phil Raphals photo

Inside the gigantic ceremonial teepee at
Whapmagoostui, Cree Indian womenroast Canadiangeese as childrenlook on from a

and transmission rights of way to prey on
the wildlife heretofore reserved for each
Cree trapline. The road will also bring all
the ills of modern civilization to a people
whose heritageis living off and on the land,
not consuming goods, services and en-
ergy. Theroads to the La Grande project
have already introduced all the elements
of modern society down south - drugs,
alcohol, rapes, crime etc. Gone will be the
5,000 year oldheritage of the Cree - avery
highprice for thisproject. Setadriftinasea
of comfort seekers like ourselves, the In-
dians have really nothing left to do but
hang out - for the foreseeable future.



Show yourself as a part of the AWA river
gang. All shirts are high-quality 50/50 cotton
blend while AWA hats are perfect for

concealing those just-off-the-river

hairstyles. Our patches are great for

recycling ripped jeans while waterproof

decals on the bottom of your boat demon-
strates your loyalties as you swim to shore.

Order your gear here

item
T-shirts, AWA logo: short sleeve (S,M,L,XL) long sleeve (M,L,XL) 8.00/12.00
T-shirts, Bold New Look: short sleeve (M,L,XL) long sleeve (M,L,XL) 8.00/12.00
AWA River Caps 8.00
AWA Embroidered patches 1.00
AWA Waterproof Decals 50

Please add 2.50 postage per order for shirts and hats

total order

mail check to AWA, P.O. Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464

The complete relerent:e of Em‘:ry whitewamr river 5-,rstern in America

AWA National Whitewater River Inventor

New 1990 edition updated to include:

‘River maps for all U.S. whitewater rivers
‘Revised list of each whitewater river nationwide
JIncludes mileage, access points and whitewater rating

Order vour
copy today!

| e e

[t

Printed copies available for $15 from AWA WhitewaterInventory, 136-13th St.,, SE, Washington, D.C. 20003.
Also available for $7on 5 1/4inch foppy  disc (requires /BM or ISM compatible computer with a hard drive and dBase /i

Please send me printed copies of the AWA Nationwide Whitewater Inventory at $15 each.
Total of §
Please send me copies of the AWA Nationwide Whitewater Inventory on floppy discs in dbase Il at $7 each.
Total of §
Enclosedis $
Name:
Street Address:
T iy N — e e
State and Zip.
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Scott Shoup photo

By RON STEWART

" | made some studies, and realityis the leading cause of stress
amongst thosein touchwithit. | can takeitin small doses but
asalifestylelI find it too confining.”

Lily Tomlin/JaneWagner: TheSearchfor Signs of
Intelligent Lifein the Universe.)

Therearemany ' Bear Creeks" inthesoutheast. This

isthestory o oned them.

| couldn't tell if thelook on Doug's facewasdelight or
disbelief. Wewerelookingfor thefirst timetogether at therapid
wewerelater to name Stairway to Heaven. Thiswasredlly the
reason | had dragged him here — down the steep escarpment,
slipping on loose rocks, clinging to poisonivy vines— down to
takealook at what wasto be a seriousencounter with gravity.

For thosed uswho love steep creeks, Bear Creek has
been one d the most exciting finds since the Narrows on the
Green. Super steep, tight and spectacularly beautiful — Beer

Creekisoned theoutstanding runnabl ecreeksin thesoutheast.
It's dl themoreremarkabl ein that most o it can actuallybe run;
andif afew treeswereremoved, thewhol erunconceivablycould

(o3

g Like many d the creeks and riversin the area, Bear
Creek beginswith theconfluenced severa small tributarieson
topd arelativelyflat plateau. By most standards, Bear Creek is
tiny, redly tiny. But, by thetimeit hasfinished cuttingthrough
thesandstonebedrock, it hasformed a spectacul ar deep gorge.



Oneday, after pouringover some |

tightly bunched contour lineson amap, |

decided tocheckit out. Jeed! Now there
wassomeinsanity. Butwithabit of wish-
ful thinking, you could amostimaginea
few routesand maybe, with somewater, it
wouldgo. | took aboatingfriend toseeit.
Hebeganlaughinghysterically. | decided
that if | wanted to haveanyoneto paddie
with, | had better shut up about thisone.

And so the boating seasons
passed. Last summer we finally madeit
over to the Green Narrows. Now, there
againwassomereal craziness. Hatsdff to
Bob McDonough, Tom Visnius, Dave
Benner, John Kennedy, Forest Callaway
and otherswho pioneered that incredible
run. TheGreen pushed back horizonsfor
many d us and with the marketing d
some new boats, running steep creeksbe-
camemorefeasible. It wastimeto revisit
the Bear.

Doug Welman agreed to take a
look. Aswecrossed the bridgewherewe
would put in, hebeganto curse. "Thisis
smallerthantheOverflow put-inl"* (Over-
flowisanother mind bogglingcreekwhich
flowsinto the Chattooga.) He immedi-
ately began rummagingaround for acold
beer to make the trip worthwhile. | had
forgottentobringany —thiswas definitely
going to beachallenge.

Scrambling down cliffsinto the
middleand steepest part o thegorge, we
could hear water, but couldn't seeit. H-
naly, throughthetreesasteep setd closdy
spaced fallsbegan to appear.

Theimpact o seeking Stairway
to Heaven for the first time is lasting.
Doug's paddlingglandsbegantosdlivate;
and for the next few hours we climbed
over boulders, into crevices and down
steep dides. We even began to name
rapids — Surredlistic Pillow, Fish Bowl,
SnakePit, Cosmic Trigger, Big Bang...

In the fading light | mentioned
that asfar asl could recal wehad just seen
thelast rapidd any consequence. Butsure

enough, just downstreamwasyet another -

bigone. "Ohyeah, | forgot about thisone.
| guessit was just a momentary lapse d
reeson.”” So beit. Momentary Lapse of
Reason was named.

By now it was dark. The dliffs
loomed hundreds d feet aboveus. Hav-
ing hiked with me on numerous occa
sons, Doug had, o course, anticipated
thismoment and had comeprepared. Un-
fortunately, the batteriesin hissmall pen-
light weren't fedingwell. A Bic lighter
would have been about as useful. We
extinguishedit toseebetter and decidedto
try a side canyon, hoping that it would

lead us out. Luck waswith us In the
darknesswecameupon (of al things) aset
d stairswhichled up, up, way up, al the
way tothetop. | hold with thetheory that
divineinterventionwasat play.
Walking back to Doug's truck,
weagain played the naminggame, trying
to think d somethingappropriatefor the
firstbigrapid—atripleset d 15- to20-foot
fdls eachspacedonly aboat's-length apart.
Weestimatedthetotal droptobeat|east 60
feet. | don't know how many times |
pissed in my pants just thinking about
runningit. Dougthoughtit lookedlikea
giant stairway. Something | had once
heardbeganturninginmy heed.... Thenit

64

Chuck Ester photo
John Reganclears thefirstdrop and approachesthe seconddrop of Stairway to Heaven.
—_—m

hit me — "Stairway to Heaven™. It was
perfect. Appropriately,therapid aboveit
cametobeknownasKnockin’ onHeaven's
Door.

We headed to my placefor din-
ner. My wifeLorrainesaid shehad never
seensuch excited littlechildren.

Wethought wehad seen most d
the steep stuff. Little did we know that
below the point wherewe had hiked out
was to open a series d intense boulder
drops as difficult as anything we had
boated before.

We made our first attempt one
relatively warm December afternoon last
year. Doug, Brian Fisher and | scraped



John Regan photo

Roger Zbe/ plungesinto the Fish Bom on Bear Creek.

down Bear through a thick fog and light
drizzle. Dougand | werein CorsicaSs
and BrianwasinaDancer. Itwasreally too
low, and darkness caught us not even
halfway through therun.

So, again, up, upand upwewent,
climbingover talusanddickterraininour
drysuitswhileluggingboatsand geer into
the darkness. We weren't having fun.
Brianwasready to throw usbothover the
diffs

Neer thetop thefoggrewthicker,
erasingany sign d mother earth. Great.
Now whereto step? Tal k about catching
some mgjor air time. A wrong step and
this definitely would have been a mgjor
leaguebummer. However, after wander-
ing around in purgatory for awhile, we
finally found two friendswho had been
awaitingusin theircar (wouldyoubelieve
it = playing chess?). Lost on the board,
they weren't interestedin our talesd ad-
venture. It wastimefor amgjor replenish-
ment of preciousbodily fluids.

About aweekl aterwecaught the
Bear up again. Though still low, it was
higher and more runnable. Scott Shoup
joined usin aC-1. Wehad a reasonably
early afternoon startand had good westher,
butitwasstill after dark whenwefinished
therun. Wehad placed awhite paper cup
in abush to mark thetake-out. You can't
imagine the sensed exhilaration we felt
seeing the silhouetted that cup against
the night sky when wefinished therun!

Bear Creek isonly 35 mileslong,
but therewasso much scouting, so much

deliberation about rapids and where to
runthemthat thedaylight seemed tovan-
ish even before we were halfway into it.
Weve run Bear severa times since and
haveit downto just afew hours, but that
first complete descent remains as one d
the truly-memorable experiences in our
lives.

There was one point when we
were preparing to carry Stairway. The
morel looked, themoreit seemedfeasible.
After alengthy deliberation, | said | was
goingtorunitand, d course,immediately
pissed inmy pants. | tried to bestoic, but
thetruth wasthat | wasscared as Hdll.

Whatwasthat saying from Dune?
"..Fear isthemind-killer...” Butit wasn't
just meup there. Thefutured twosmall
children and my wife were inextricably
bound in what | did. Without having a
say, withoutevenknowingwhat washap-
pening, they would be running the rapid
with me. There were aso my boating
friendswhoselivescould be on thelineif
somethingwent wrong. It wasaterrible
dilemmato becaught between thesefed -
ingsand thebelief that therapi dwould go.

Ropeswereset, eventhough I'm
not sure they would have been useful.
Picking up my boat, | went to the top,
pushed off and entered theredm d phys-
ics. Whenthefirst drop went clean, | felt
awaved relief. But it wasthenext move
that resllyworriedme. Afraidd pitoning
at thebottomd thesecond drop, | decided
to drivedf theright side. Landing at an
extremeanglein shalow water, | amost

flipped and had to bracehard to pull it out.
But assoonasthe boat wasstabl eand back
online | knew | had it. Coming df the
final fdls, asurged adrenalineballooned
into pureexhilaration.

After several more intense rap-
ids, we made it to the confluence with a
magjor sidecreek as dusk began to set in.
It's hard toexplain, but therewereclearly
momentswhensomethingseemedtotake
over and just dotheright thing. Dougand
| weretakingturnsl eading—leapfrogging
through theeddies, comingto atechnical
drop (and often just going), making the
movesamost asif guided by someinner
sensethat knew just what to do.

Scott and Brian did a great job,
sometimesfollowing our lead and some-
times making a wise decision to walk.
Darknessdefinitelybecameafactor. Doug
isasuperbpaddler, oned thebest. Hedid
agrest job, not letting thedarknessget us
outd sync. Finallythegradientlet up. We
bumped off small rocks, squinting, look-
ingfor apaper cupin atree.

Each time we run Bear | think
back to that first run, not quite believing
that weactually ran everythingwedid. If
| weretodoanhonest critique, thenl'd say
were fortunate it's a great memory in-
stead d an agonizing nightmare. But I'm
sureglad wedid it.

Runnable only after agood rain,
Bear Creek dropsabout 800feetinits3.25
miles, theaveragegradient being238feet/
mile. It certainly seemsalotlonger and a
| ot steeper than this. Theoverall gradient
isabit deceiving, particularly when you
considerthat thelast haf mileisrelatively
flat. Thestegpest sectionbeginsjust over
amileinto the run at Surredlistic Fillow
and dropsaround 600 feet/ mile for about
haf amile.

Mogt d our runs have been at
relativelylowwater, around 100to200cfs.
However, Dougand Terry Smith recently
did arun with morewater and described
it aspushier and much moredifficult, but
by far and away abetter level.

Scott Shoupisoned these up-
and-coming, hot, young boaters. | first
knewhi masacocky kidinmy Precalculus
classat theBaylor School in Chattanooga.
[ don't rememberif hepassed my courseor
not — something he said about not want-
ing to do homework and having alousy
teacher. Hes becoming so good that |
probably should have just failed hi mon
general principles.

Anyway, he must have learned
something because he did an excellent
analysisof Bear Cregk, measuringthedrop
betweencontoursand then plottingadis-



tance-versus-gradient curve with some
fancy graphics. Wefound thei nformation
interesting, particularly when comparing
Bear to some other riversd comparable
size. Often someonewantsto know how
thisriver or that river comparesto some
knownruns. | don't think that compari-
sons mean muchwhenyou're out thereon
thewater, but they're interestingto look
at.

Roger Zbel and JohnRegan came
downfor oned theearly runs. They have
this habit o driving all night and then
doing wild and crazy thingson ariver.
Doug played spacemusicfor themall the
way totheriver toset themood. Johnran
the second drop o Stairway down the
middle instead o driving df the right
side, asl had done. Thisturned out to be
abetterline.

Aswithmany runsd thisnature,
there are several rapids that would have
names on other rivers, but haven't been
labeledsofar. Wedecidedtocdll thefirst
rapid d any consequenceAlpha Assoon
asyouthinkyou've r un asignificantrapid,
then you just ran Alpha. Thereare more
than afew good candidatesearly in the
run fromwhich to choose.

Theres anespeciallynarrowcrev-
ice not far into the run which hasaways
beenabit unnerving. OneCrispSaturday
inFebruary, FrancisMallory droppedinto
thedot. Asheshot out, goingover aledge
below the crevice, he found that his
sprayskirt had been diced. Ta k about
being ticked off! But, he wasn't theonly
onetocomethrough andfind asprayskirt
ripped into little ribbons. Francischris-
tened this one Edward Scissorhands.

Not far below, a small wooden
hiker's bridgemarksthefirst mega-rapid.
SurrealigticPillowisatruemind-altering
experience. An intimidating 15- to 20-
foot, twisting boulder drop, it is, as ye,
oned theonly two unrun rapidson Bear
Creek. (Theother onecould probably be
doneif acertain treeweren't blockingit.)

Just beneath a tight dot with a
funky entrance sits a massive boulder,
splittingthecurrent. Onechannel leadsto
death and destruction; and, asone might
suspect, the other sideleadsequally well
tothesamedismal fate. Surrealistic
Pillow will probably have to await the
invention d indestructiblerubber bubble
boats or someone certifiably insane. It
usualy doesn't take much scouting the
decidetocarry ontheleft. But, you know...
I do think I see a line on it.

Mogt d the upper Bear run is
typica tight creek maneuvering. Itisnar-
row, yet hasplenty d roomfor eddy hop-

Rogel Zbel photo

John Regan experiences "Revelations'on Bear Creek.
-_—

ping. But you have to fed comfortable
running gnarly, congested routes. And,
morethananything, you wanttobeableto
handl ethesituati onwhen somethinggoes
wrong, because sooner or later, it will.
Around thecorner from Surreal -
istic is Fish Bowl — a 30-foot cascading
drop which finisheswith 15feet o great
ar. Therewasabadly paced tree at the
entrance, so we had to make this fancy
move at the top before taking the big
plunge. | recently went hiking and re-

s

movedthetreeat thetopd FishBowlwith
thehel pd somelocal shappeningthrough
the gorge.

After somesharpturnsandblind
dropsthrough theSnakePit and Knockin’
on Heaven's Door, theedged theworld
suddenly appears. You know the one —
seamonsters, moredeathand destruction,
(S(e

Stairway to Heavenisoned the
mostintimidatingrunnabl elropsI’veever
seen. | don't thinkit's ashard asGorillaon



theGreen, but thepotential for ascrew-up
is there, and the-consequences are un-
thinkable.

It's redly oned thehighlightsd
aBear trip, whetheryou decidetorunit or
not. Infact, only ahandful d peoplehave
actualy triedit. Ononed theearlier trips
afew folksranit. Therewereacoupled
clean runsand afew... wdll, thank heav-
ens.

Soon after that, four df usran it
and had four aces. I'll never forget what
Bo Eakens said after he came screaming
down the center at mach speed, blasting
into the poal at the bottom, whoopingit
up afteraperfectrun. " Thisisturningout
to be acupcakerapid.” Then he smiled.
Bo, oned thosesolid paddlerswhothrive
onriverslike theGreen, South Sauty and
theL.ittleRiver Canyon at highwater, has
becomearea Bear addict.

Duringarare summer runonthe
BearinlateJuned thisyear, DougWelman
and | discoveredagiant oak uprootedand
lodged in the middle o Stairway to
Heaven, as well as numerous other new
treesblockingother rapids. Hopefully,by
thetimethisarticleisprinted, somed the
worst trees will have been cleared. But
keep a good |ookout!

The pool below Stairway to
Heavenimmediately slidesdff thel5-foot
Cosmic Trigger and heads towards a 20-
foot vertical fallsknown as the Big Bang.
Unfortunately,mostd it splatsontoarock
ledge.

JohnRegan took alook and de-
cided to giveit ashot. Hecamedriving
over thefar leftedgelikeamaniac. Thelip
d thefdlsisshallow and scrapy, but he
managed to keepenough momentumgo-
ing to clear theledgeat the bottom by an
inch or two.

Roger Zbel followed, but did a
bit to thesideand splatted theledge with
hisstern, and flipped. It waslikebeingin
amoviewheretheaudience, gripped, sud-
denly gaspsat aterrifyingscene. Herolled
upwincing,but ableto paddle. Therest o
us passed.

But the portageis so much fun,
why missit? The routine has become
somewhat d aritual. Someonejumpsand
hopefully landsin the pool on thefar l€ft.
After lowering boats, the rest leap like
lemmingsinto the clear, beautiful, freez-
ingwater. YEOW!!!!

Thepacecontinueshelter-skelter
through acomplex, twistingClassV rapid
cdled Revelations. Frankly, | don't re-
member why we caled it that. | think
Dougand | werejustfedingveryreligious
on theday o our naming mission.

After asmall fallsthe creek nar-
rows and one approaches Momentary
Lapsed Reason. Theideaistoboof right,
but thenarrow dot at thetopd theinitial
eight-foot drop hasabad habit d turning
boatsback to thecenter, wherean all-too-
eager submergedrock lurks. Popped foot
pegs, dimpled nosesand other bodily in-
sultsareregular occurrences. It's getting
easer and easiertodecidetocarry thisone
— especialy at low water.

Douggaveagreatnametothis4/
10-milesectionwhich beginsat Surrealis-
tic Pillow: The Cosmic Mile Thegrand
finaeto thisstretch is Armageddon, and
it's everything the name implies. Prob-
ably the most sensiblething to do would
beto carry thewhol erapid on thefar right
and avoid a headache. But if we were
sensible,weprobably wouldn't betherein
thefirst place.

Sowe proceedtogetinand out of
our boats, walk around trees, look at boul -
derswithweird gurglingsoundsemitting
from their bottoms (or maybe the sounds
werefromour ownbottoms) and exchange
al thismachotal kabout howwewould o
courserun therapid if it weren't for the
trees. As one would expect, it's long,
congested, steep and otherwise unfit for
normally sane human beings.

Following afew hundred yards
o nameess Class IV water comes the
confluencewithamgjorsidecreek. Atthis
point you can breatheasigh d reief — if
you makeit quick. Timetoinhaleand get
ready for the next show. The volume
increases substantially as the run turns
intoaboul der gardenwith somany drops
and rapidsthat we haven't gottenaround
to naming many.
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It's not as steep as the previous
section, but thenon-stopactionmakesthis
stretch every hit as intense. Punching
gicky holes, dicing across steep drops,
goingdown blind twistingalleysispar for
the course.

Dave Simpson, the first open
boater to maketherun, called onememo-
rablelabyrinth The Pinball Wizard. Asl
recal, you start right, go left, bang off
rocksin the center. surf out d this hole,
boof acrossaledge on theright, immedi-
ately try to turn and thread through ad ot
against a big boulder and then hopelike
Hell you can makethehairpinturn at the
bottom. Okay, got al that?

Gargoylefollows. Andit's worse.

Somewherebelow all thisisthe
last rapid. Whichever oneyou decideis
thelast iscalled Omega. For me, it's the
littlerippleat the take-out wherel try to
get out d my boat without drowning. So
thereyou haveit in condensedform=the
Bear from Alphato Omega

Okav. Nowamomentd serious-
ness. I've no clamsto being a hot creek
boater —that distinctionisreservedfor the
deservingfew. But after therecent tragic
eventsand near ni sses ontheGreen, | fed
boatersneed tobewarnedagainabout the
pitfallsd running steep creeks.

Rivers like the Green Narrows
and the Bear Creek should not become
ritesd passage for the boating commu-
nity. Bear Creekisexceedingly dangerous
and not the placefor boaters who don't
havethe skillsor don't enjoy thistyped
extreme, technical paddling on theedge.

Bear Creek isatruegem. But be
prepared or don't comelookingfor Bear!
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AFFILIATES

ADK Genesee Valley

¢/o Scott Trude

3565 N. Creek Rd.
Palmyra, NY 14522
Adirondack Mountain Club
RR 3, Box 3055

Lake George, NY 12845
Adobe Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 3835
Albuguerque, NM 87190
Allegheny Canoe Club
c/o Walk Pilewski

755 W. Spring St.
Titusville, PA 16354

AMC Berkshire

c/o Bill Cushwa

63 Silver Street

S. Hadley, MA 01075
AMC Delaware Valley
c/o Eric Pavlak

Apt. X2-11 Hatfield Village
Hatfield, PA 19440

AMC New York

c/o Maxine Grover

2 Secora Rd. #C5

S. Monsey, NY 10952
America Outdoors

P.O. Box 1348

Knoxville, TN 37901
Arkansas Valley Whitewater
Club

P.O. Box 593

Salida, CO 81201
Ashville YMCA Kayak Club
c/o Chuck Hines

5 Holly Hill Ct.

Ashville, NC 28806
Beartooth Paddlers

¢/o Ron Lodders

1124 Sunnyside #103E
Billings, MT 59101
Bluegrass Wildwater
Assoc.

P.O. Box 4231

Lexington, KY 40544
Boat Busters Anonymous
2961 Hemingway Ave.
QOakdale, MN 55128

Buck Ridge Ski Club
P.O. Box 179

Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
Burned Out Canoe Club
cfo Fred Vaughn

Box 15

McConnell, WV 25633
California Kayak Friends
14252 Culver Dr. #A-199
Irvine, CA 92714

Canoe Club of Harrisburg
¢/o John Ressler

180 Andersontown Rd.
Dover, PA 17315

Carolina Canoe Club
P.O. Box 12932
Raleigh, NC 27605
Central Georgia River
Runners

P.O. Box 6563

Macon, GA 31208
Champaign Canoeing
¢/o Keech T. LeClair
Brayton Park, Beach Rd.
Ossining, NY 10562

Chicago Whitewater Assoc.

¢/o Marge Cline

1343 N. Portage

Palatine, IL. 60067

Club Adventure

¢/o Adventure Quest

P.O. Box 184

Woodstock, VT 05091
Coastal Canoeists

P.O. Box 566

Richmond, VA 23204
Colorado Rocky Mtn.
School

¢fo Bob Campbell

1493 Rd. 106

Carbondale, CO 81623
Colorado Whitewater
Association

¢/o Jon Allen

217 Canyonside Drive
Salina Star Route

Boulder, CO 80302

Citl. 1Il, Whitewater Club
2502 Willow Street

Pekin, IL 81554

E. Tennessee Whitewater
Club

P.O. Box 5774

Oak Ridge, TN 37831-5774
Foothills Canoe Club
P.O. Box 6331

Greenville, SC 29606
Garden State Canoe Club
c/o Linda Gorman

170 Stahl's Way

N. Plainfield, NJ 07060
Georgia Canoeing Assoc.
P.O. Box 7023

Atlanta, GA 30357

GLOP.

¢fo James Tibensky

P.O. Box 2576

Chicago, IL 60690

Greater Baltimore Canoe
Club

P.O. Box 591

Ellicott City, MD 21043
Guadalupe River Paddlers
c/o Betty Walls

37 Chapatrrel

New Braunfels, TX 78130

|- Headwaters Paddling

Assoc.

Box 1392

Bozeman, MT 59715

Hong Kong Snakes Kayak
Club

22 Bushy Hill Rd.

Simsbury, CT 06070
Hoosier Canoe Club

¢/o Dave Ellis

4770 N. Kessler Blvd.

L Indianapolis, IN 46208

| Housatonic Canoe & Kayak

104 Kent Rd.

- Cornwall Bridge, CT 06754
Ichthyological Assoc. Inc.

¢/o John Homa, Jr.

50 Ludlowville Rd.
Lansing, NY 14882

Idaho State Outdoor Pgm.
¢/o Ron Watters

Box 8118, ISU

Pocatello, ID 83209

Idaho Whitewater Assoc.
5010 Bitterbush

Boise, ID 83703

Kayak & Canoe Club of
Boston

c/o Peter Cogan
Landmark College

Putney, VT 05341
Kayaking I-1V

¢/o Schumacher

471 Hagemann Dr.
Livermore, CA 94550
KCCNY

c/o Pierre De Rham

P.O. Box 195

Garrison, NY 10524
Keelhaulers Canoe Club
c/o Jane Allinson

375 Erieview

Sheffield Lake, OH 44054
KNIK Canoers & Kayakers
cfo Bob Wemple

2627 Ingra

Anchorage, AK 99508
Lansing Oar & Paddle Club
P.O. Box 26254

Lansing, MI 48909
Leaping Lounge Lizards
¢/o Rick Norman

3437 E. Green St.
Pasadena, CA 91107
Ledyard Canoe Club
Box 9

Hanover, NH 03755
Lehigh Valley Canoe Club
P.O. Box 2726

Lehigh Valley, PA 18001

Lower Columbia Canoe
Club

22800 S. Unger Rd.
Colton, OR 97017
Meramec River Canoe Club
c/o Earl Biffle

26 Lake Road

Fenton, MO 63026
Merrimack Valley Paddlers
c/o George May

157 Naticook Road
Merrimack, NH 03054
Metropolitan Canoe &
Kayak

P.O. Box 021868
Brooklyn, NY 11202-0040
Minnesota Canoe Assoc.
P.O. Box 13567
Minneapolis, MN 55414
Mohawk Canoe Club
2108 Nottingharn Way
Trenton, NJ 08619-3032
Monoco Canoe Club

¢/o Frank Cancellieri

861 Cefts Neck Rd.
Freehold Twp., NJ 07728
National Park Service
Upper Delaware S&RR
P.O. BoxC

Narrowsburg, NY 12764
NORS

c/o Mary McCurdy

Box 6847

Colorado Springs, CO 80904
North Texas River Runners
215 Lakeshore Dr.
Haxahachie, TX 75165
Northwest Passage
1130 Greenleaf Ave.
Wilmette, IL 60091

Nova Riverunners

P.O. Box 1129
Chickaloon, AK 99674
ORGT

c/o S. Beaumont
SAC-0110 Georgia Tech
Atlanta, GA 30332
Outdoor Adventure Pro-
gram

Bldg. 2807

Mt. Home AFB, ID 83648-
5000

Outdoor Centre of New
England

8 Pleasant St.

Millers Falls, MA 01349
Ozark Wilderness Water-
ways

P.O. Box 16032

Kansas City, MO 64112
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Perception Kayak Club
¢fo Perceptioninc.

1110 Powdersville Rd.
Easley, SC 29640
Philadelphia Canoe Club
4900 Ridge Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19128
Pikes Peak Whitewater Club
¢/o Kathleen Laurin

20 Manitou Ter.

Manitou Springs, CO 80829-
1742

Richmond Raft Co.

c/o Stuart Bateman

11048 Warwick Blvd.
Newport News, VA 23601
River Rendezvous

P.O. Box 888

Telluride, CO 81435

River Touring Section
¢fo Patrick Murphy

411 E. Las Flores Dr.
Altadena, CA 91001
Rockin “R”

1405 Gruene Rd.

New Braunfels, TX 78130-
3334

'Don't be sticky...

' Let $20 find a hole in your pocket

| Sebago Canoe Club

c/o Richard Schneider
1751 67th St.

Brooklyn, NY 11204
Sierra Club Alaska

¢f/o Jack Hession

241 E. 5th Ave. #205
Anchorage, AK 99501
Sierra Club Lorna Prieta
¢/o Dave Kim

3309 Oxford Lane

San Jose, CA 95117
SierraClub RTS

¢/o Lynne Van Ness

159 Southwind Drive
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Sierra Nevada WW Club
¢/o Charlie Albright

7500 Gladstone Drive
Reno, NV 89506

TA. J

c/o Brian Webb

Rt. 2, Box 424

Pilot Mountain, NC 27041
Texas Whitewater Assoc.
Box 5429

Austin, TX 78763
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The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
| resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
i ship fee is funneled directly into our effective

river conservation actions. Plus--every
member receives a bi-monthly subscription
to American Whitewater...the best semi-
professional whitewater magazine in the world!
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Three Rivers Paddling Club
¢fo Paul Kammer

400 6th St.

Beaver Falls, PA 15010
Tight Skirt

P.O. Box 8

Ohiopyle, PA 15470
Toledo River Gang

c/o Mike Sidell

626 Louisiana Avenue
Perrysburg, OH 43551
U. of Maine at Machias
Library

9 O’Brien Ave.

| Machias, ME 04654

University of Tennessee
Student Activities Office
343 University Center
Knoxville, TN 37996
Valdez Alpine Club

c/o Andrew Embick

P.O. Box 1889

Valdez, AK 99686

West Virginia Wildwater
Assoc.

P.O. Box 8413

S. Charleston, WV 25303

Join the AWA today and receive American Whitewater at home

Yes, 1 want to join the A WA andreceive a subscription to American Whitewater. I've enclosed my tax-deductable
contribution of $20 ($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to help conserve our whitewater resources andpromote river safety.

AFFILIATES

Wildcat Canoe Club
¢/o Michael Ranstead
3425 E. 106th St.
Carmel, IN 46032
Zoar Outdoor

P.O. Box 245
Charlemont, MA 01339

e

Address

Mail to AWA, P.O. Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464




END NOTES

Calling 'emclose

Onct | had one d them near-
death experiences.

| wasgnawin’ on ahunk d veni-
sonjerkyandl triedtoswaller achunk that
waan't quitemasti cated.l choked, coughed
and wheezed but couldn't catchawhiff of
breath. Findly, | passed clean out.

Lyin' onthefloor, | wassuddenly
consciousd an intense, whitelight. And
silouetted against the glare, two figures
walked toward me.

Whenthey got closer, | could see
they wereElvisand MarilynMonroe. And
asthey stood over my inert form, | heard
aresonant voicecommand:

""To make this poor soul's pas-
sage easer—you will sing and strip for
him."

Wel, | thinks to mysdf, this
shorely must be Heaven!"*

But then Marilyn openedher besk
and beganto chirp out atunewhile Elvis
promptly commenced to pull down his
britches.

| immediately gagged. Out
popped that offending pieced jerky and
soon efter | returned to the land o the
living. But | wanted no part & no more
near-death experiences.

Sothat'swhu lain't filledout any
d them AWA “clese=<call” survey forms.
Evenif | had amostseenElvisontheriver,
| shorely wouldn't want to recollect the
experience.

Beddes, | paddleclassV water—
and every timeyou set out on aclassV
river it's aclosecdll.

Thereés beena hundredtimesthat
I missed a single vital stroke during a
crucid ferry...almost blew a' must make'
eddy...or presented the wrong edge dur-
ing a boof. And in every instance, there
wasamoment d jeopardy when | wasin
more physical danger than if | wasout o
aboat and swimmingin classIV stuff.

But cuz | rasded with the Angel
and thesee-saw d disaster rockeddownin
my favor—I guessall thosemomentsdon't
rateasreal "'closecdls”

But | fed atad guilty not contrib-
uting to the AWA’s "closecalls" project.
Sowithout further adieu—I'm presenting
my own personal list o realclosecallson
theriver. Heréshopin’ thepaddlingworld
issafer for my efforts.

CLOSE CALL ONE = | wuz
gettin’ ready to put on theGauley when|
was accosted by a shapely femae boater.
"Guide me down the river?* she asks.
"Shore" | sez.

But beforelcould fantasizeabout
showing her my Dufek stroke, out o the
bushes pops 12 membersd apaddlin’ club
from Ohio or Chicagoor Philadel phia..

"You won't mind if my friends
joinus, will you," sez thecomely bait.

Trapped!

Fortunately, amiledowntheriver
| spied agentle hydraulic.

"Look," sez I, "a side-surfing
hole!"

While the group took humbers
andlined upintheeddy, | escaped down-
stream.

CLOSE CALL TWO- | signed
on for a multi-day river trip out west.
Unbeknownstto me, thefdlerincharged
procuring food—a skinny dude named
Tirnothy—wasavegetarian.

Aftertwodaysof tofuandbulgar,
| wasnear theend d my strength.

Wenever didfind out what hap-
pened to Timothy—but thank goodness |
wasabletotrapthat stringyrabbit to make
astew.

CLOSE CALL THREE --1 swear
['ll never again try to put the moveson a
womanrafter whenthePittsburgh Steelers
have booked a team river trip. That is
unlessshe's goin’ with the placekicker.

CLOSECALL FOUR —~Ifiggered
[ had fooled theairlinesinto transporting
my kayak when | flew into Phoenix for a
Grand Canyontrip. Told themitwasasurf
board.

Coursg, that's probably why my
boat and gear ended up in Hawaii.

Thingsended up OK though. My
buddy had an extrasquirt boat that | bor-
:owed.

How'd my buddy get his low-
volume boats out west? He brought 'em
«m the planeas carry-onluggage.

CLOSE CALL FIVE —1Iwasout
wvest on apaddlin’ tripand walked into a
local bar wearing atie-dyed T-shirt.

Oned thegood ol€ boysat the
bar wearing ahat that reed—""Loggers, an
endangered species—turned and said:

"Lookee, here.it's Bab Dylan

hizownsalf."

| didn't have asecond to lose |
ducked into the men's room and quickly
donned threepilesweaters. Asl emerged,
four more membersd that endangered
specieswereheadin’ straightfor me.

But those boystook one look at
my newly bolstered physi que(courtesyd
Patagonia) and headed straight for the
door!

CLOSECALL SIX —Iwasstuffed
into so cramped a space | thought | was
aready in acoffin.

Certainly, the smdll in the con-
fined spacewasworsethan that o desth.

If it wasn't for the bone-rattlin'
shakingand buffetingl wasreceiving,l'd
asworn |'d already passed on.

Butit wuzworse thanthat...lwuz
intheback d avanwith six other boaters
on an Upper Yough shuittle.

Therewuz noway | wasgoingto
surviveall theway toSangRun. SoI poked
up my head and hollered:

"Hey...ain't thatamary-ju-wanna
plant agrowin' out in that therefield?"

Thevanscreechedtoastopinan
instant and the other paddl ersvanished.

CLOSECALL SEVEN = | made
ared error injudgmentpickin' agirlfriend
whosebirthdayfel | during Gaul ey season.

When September rolled around
thefirstyear, | told her agrandparent had
keded over and of | went to paddle.

| had such success that the next
threeseasons| used the sameexcuse. But
| lost track o the yearsand when | used
thesame reason the fifth season, she be-
cameatad enraged.

"You better enjoy the cockpit o
your kayak," sez she, "causeit'sthe only
cockpityou'll befittinginto."

CLOSECALL EIGHT --Wewuz
onthetail end d apaddlingweekend and
betwixt thefour d us, weonly had afull
tank o gasand $1.89 in loose change.

Thank theLord for Milwaukee's
Best.

B/ GARY CARLSON whoseevery contri-
pution is considered a close call by the
Editorsd thismagazine.
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