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THE TYGART AT
ARDEN

When | think of Arden | awaysthink o
summer. | guessthat's because we usually
paddle there on those balmy days of June
and July, when everything elseisjust too
scrappy to bear.

Located near the bottom o the Tygart
watershed, just abovethelake, the river at
Ardeniswideand deep, withlong turgid
poolsseparating a hodge-podge of rapids
that are kind of hard to describe. Someare
open and affable, with plenty of placesto
play, but others are, dependmg on the
level, kind of mean... with peculiar and
menacing waterfalls, undercuts and si-
phons.

TheTygartat Ardenisalot like Alice's
Restaurant; you can & anytlung you want.
Yau can have a good time. Or you can get
into trouble,

Thesame could be said about the
scene aongtheriver. The Tygart at Arden
does not flow through aState or Nationa
Park, or an officialy designated Recreation
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Area Infact, | don't know who ownsthe
banksdf the river. | do know that no one
seemsto control them. You can iz just
about anything you want at Arden.

On hot summer days, Ardenisa busy
place. There are cars parked dl aongthe
gravel road that parallelstheriver. But
somehow there dways seems to be space
for onemore. There is room for the motor-
cycles, ATVs and hot rodsthat roar up and
downthe road aswdll.

Old fishermensquat at the water's
edge, drinking beer. They never seemto
catch much, but they don't seem to mind.

Familiesset up tents beside the pools,
roasting corn and barbecuing hamburgers,
whiletheir childrenwadein the tepid wa
ter. Sometimesthere are ropes dangling
fromthetrees. Youngdaredevilsusethese
to swing way out over the river,and then,
with savage howlsand warcries, they drop.
Sometimesthey even manage aflip or two
beforethey bellysmack into the water.
Eventhe sound o it hurts.

Theteenagersand youngadults listen
to rock and roll on the big flat boulders
around Moat's Falls. Thisisa spectacular
spot, though somewould argue that dl the
graffiti that has been painted onto the
rocksduring the past century spoilsthe
ambience.

| generally despise graffiti. But... in the
cased Arden..I'mnot sosure. You see,
Ardenisdifferent...

| have seen fistfightsat Ardenlots of
ties. Mog d these meleesoccur in thevi-
cinity o thefalls. Often one brawlerisalo-
cal kid and the other a student at the
nearby college. But not always. Sometimes
women dukeit out too.

If youwere of amind, you could get
into afight there. You probably wouldn't
get hurt too badly; no one ever seems to.
Moslly because the scrappersare too
damned drunk to do much harm.

Sunbatlungisreal popular at Arden as
well. Sometimes,if you spininto an eddy
real quietly, you can catch agander at
some naked folks, stretched out on the
rocks, basking inthesun.  And, if you
run your shuttle latein the evening, when
the sun isgone and the moonisfull and
high, you can see naked people doingalot
morethan basking on those same rocks. I'll
bet that over the years, hundreds, if not
thousands, of hot blooded young'uns have
seen the bear for thefirst timealongthe
Tygartat Arden.

But you can do alot more after dark
then just That. Stick around. No oneisgo-
ing to chase you out at sunset.

Yau can toss cherry bombsat your un-
suspecting buddy'sfeet and watchhi m
dance. Shoot bottle rockets out over the
river. Toast weeniesand marshmallows
over adriftwood fire and get so plastered
that you can't stand up. Just be careful not
to tumbleinto the Tygart and drown.

Oh, oncein agreat whiletlungsrealy
get out o hand. Likeon the Fourth o July
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afew years ago. Folks got so rambunctious
that the state cops crashed the party. That
particular fandango actually merited a
mentionin USA Today!

But mostly the cops steer clear of
Arden. | guessthat's because most of the
time the folkshanging out there are de-
cent, good natured people who just want to
have somefun

Cf course you won't find any squeaky
cleanrestrooms and change houses at
Arden. Factis,there aren't any facilitiesat
al. No parking | ots, paved or otherwise.

No fancy designated put-insor take-outs.
S0 be careful to stay out of the poisonivy
onyour way to and fromtheriver.

And there aren't any lifeguardsor
sandy beaches. So if you take your kiddies,
keep an eyeonthem. And,if you decideto
takeadip yourself,don't tramp on any bro-
ken glass.

If yougo to Arden, be careful.

Ardenain't no place for sissies. At
Arden, you haveto take care of yourself.

So, if youlikeyour riverssafe and se-
cure and sanitary and regimented and
regulated, you'd best head someplaceelse.

Someplacelike the Yough at Ohiopyle
State Park. Or the New at Cunard. Those
placeshaved the amenities. And they've
got rangers there to make sure you have
theright kind o funin the right way. To
make sure you don't get into any trouble.
Somefolkslikedl of that.

But not everyone.

Lately I'vebeen hearingalot of com-
plaintsabout what isgoing downat those
safe and secure, regulated rivers. Some
folksare reminiscingabout the good old
days. Rememberinghow things used to be.
Beforethe Yough and the New got saved.
Somefolkswishit could be that way again.

Theway it was when the Yough at
Ohiopyleand the New at Cunard werealot
likethe Tygartisat Arden now.

A place where you can drink beer

MR NARK

RIVER
GARB
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«..fiver conscious clothing...
14760 Memorlal Drive, Suite 300-105
Hou-ston TX 77079

Free Catalog * Phone & Fax: (713) 589-8747
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whileyou fish, or swing way out over the
river beforeyoulet go, or build adriftwood
fire and sleep by the water's edge, or pick a
fight, or shoot bottle rocketsinto the mid-
night sky, or paddie over thefdls, or see
the bear for thefirst timein the moonlight
ontherocks.

Maybe Joni Mitchell wasright. Some-
timessomething doesget lost when
something's gained.

Sure, | know time only flowsin one di-
rection. And | know you can't buck
progress. And | suppose thereisaneed for
orderly, prissy, cleanriverslike the Yough

Thinksteep... Total control

at Ohiopyleand the New at Cunard.

But don't you think there ought to be
roomin this country for rough and tumble
riverslikethe Tygart at Arden too?

| know where I'd rather spend my
Fourth o July.

| know which seemsmore like America
tome.

| just pray that, at least for alittlewhile
longer, the powersthat be will leave Arden
alone.

Bob Gedekoh
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e Extraroom for the taller paddler.

e Comfort and response for the 120 to 220
pound paddler.

e Combines stability for the beginner with
performance for the expert.
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KAYAK THE OTTAW.

Big, warm, clean and deep
water mean the Oftawa is fast
becoming the favourite pad-
dling river for North American
Kayak Clubs and Groups.
Wilderness Tours, Canada's largest
and leading outdoor adventure outfitter
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for a week of paddling the Ottawa's
Main and Middle Channels, while based
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Learn-To-Kayak Week:
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Low-cost air travel available.

Wilde nessTours

Box 89, Beachburg, Ontario, Canada

1-800-267-9166

® The hot playboat for the small to
medium sized paddler.

e Easy to roll and @

Pry . surfs like a dream.
—___

WAV E Sports

. “Write or call for a catalog

and your nearest dealer.

P.O. Box 5207

Steamboat Springs,CO 80477
(303) 879-4371

American Whitewater VJuly/August 1993




TheAmerican
Whitewater
tion

Qur missionisto conserve
America'swhitewater resour ces
and to enhance opportunitiesto
safely enjoy them.

The American Whitewater
Affiliation (AWA) isa national
organization with a member ship
of over 3000 individual
whitewater boating enthusiasts
and morethan 100 local
paddling club affiliates.

EDUCATION: Through publication
d the magazine, American Whitewater,
and by other means, the AWA provides

information and education about
whitewater rivers, boating safety, tech-
nique, and equipment.

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains
acomplete nationd inventory of
whitewater rivers, monitorsthreats to
thoserivers, publishesinformation on
river conservation, providestechnical
adviceto local groups, workswith gov-
ernment agencies, and —when neces-
sary — takeslegd action to prevent
river abuse.

EVENTS AWA organizes sporting
events, contestsand festivalsto raise
fundsfor river conservation,including
the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeoin Ten-
nessee and the annual Gauley River
Festivd in West Virginia thelargest
gathering d whitewater boatersin the
nation.

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling
safety, publishesreports on whitewater
accidents, and maintains both a uni-

Twin Lakes, CO
81251

" Phone/FAX [T19] 486-1295
'D‘I-Ll OR WRITE FOR FREE CATALDG
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form national ranking systemfor
whitewater rivers (the International
Scale d Whitewater Difficulty) as well
as an internationally recognized
whitewater safety code.

RIVER ACCESS To assure public
accessto whitewater riversAWA ar-
rangesfor river accessthrough private
lands by negotiationor purchase, seeks
to protect theright d public passage
ondl riversand streams navigable by
kayak or canoe, and resists unjustified
restrictionson government-managed
whitewater rivers.

AWA wasincorporatedunder Mis-
souri non-profit corporationlawsin
1961 and maintainsits principal mail-
ing address at PO Box 85, Phoenicia,
NY 12464. The phone numberis914
688-5569. AWA istax exempt under
section 501(c) (3) o the Internal Rev-
enue Code.

SERIOUS EQUIPMERNT
FOR SERIOUS PADDLERS

A FULL LINE OF GEAR FOR
ICANGOES » KAYAKE
s . RAPDS « LAKES « OLEANS

Featuring quality products from
Perceptton, Aquoterra, Extrasport,
Voyageurs, Pociftc Water Sports, Blue
Puma, Body Glove, Werner and more.

Write far our FREE Catolog of River Gear.
Deolers: Ask about our Rescue Bogs,
Sprayskirts, and Pogies.

WILDWATER DESIGNS

230 PENLLYNPIKE. PENLLYN, FA 19422
215-646-5034
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ACCESS POLICY

QUESTIONED

Editor:

| would like to congratul ate
theauthorsd AWA’s Public
Access Policy (March/April
1993) for putting together a
complicated seriesd issues.
However, there are a couple of
itemsthat | th rk should bere-
examined.

First, | wassurprised at the
extremely deferential attitude
exhibitedtoward commercia
outfitters. The articlestates
that permit alocationsystems
should be adjusted to better re-
flect private versus commercia
demand, but "only if they dlow
commercid raftingindustries
to operate successful and
stable business operations”. |
think the AWA hasit backward.
The 1916 act establishing the
U.S. National Park Service
statesthat commercial opera-
tionsshall be permitted in na-
tiond parks, but only if they do
not interfere with free access
by the public. A policy that
states that changeswill be
made only if they are accept-
ableto outfittersisasure-fire
recipe for doing nothing.

Second, | believe the AWA
articlegivesaninaccurate
andyssd avery important le-
gd casethat grants rightsto
private boaters, Wilderness
Public RightsFund v. Kleppe
(1979). The action, on appeal,
was brought by private boaters
against the park serviceover an
alegedly unfair river permit al-
locationsystem on the Grand
Canyon. The AWA article
statesthat the case upholdsan
allocation system that requires
a10 year wait to obtain a pri-
vate permit whilecommercia
customerscan hop on theriver
at short notice. Infact, though
the court ruled that split aloca-
tionsare not inherently unfair,
it stated that allocationsmust
be "fairly made pursuant to ap-
propriatestandards.” The court
denied the plaintiffsappeal,
but only becausethe park ser-
viceadjusted itsalocations
whilethe casewasin progress,
from granting8 percent of user

daysto private boatersto

granting them 30 percent of

user days. The court con-

cluded that the system had

~ been madefair. Sincethen,
private demand has become
even higher relativeto com-

| mercid demand. Under the
statements set forth by Kleppe,
the permit allocationsystem at

| the Grand Canyon must again

| beadjustedto reflect current

| demand.

Thank you for providing me

an opportunity to share my

| views

Sincerely.

Greg Moore

NORS/ Currents Magazine

ColoradoSprings, Colorado

POPE BARROW

RESPONDS

Greg hastaken AWA to the
woodshed regarding two state-
| mentsin our new Access
| Palicy: firgt, the"extremely
deferential attitude" we exhib-
ited toward commercia river
outfittersand second, our mis-
interpretation of the Grand
Canyon quotacase (Widerness
Public Rights Fund v Kleppe).
In disavowing plansto "un-
derminethe viability o com-
mercid operations’, AWA did
try to calmthe nervesd com-
mercia outfitters. We felt that
| when you share a cage with a
500 pound gorilla, you might be
| wiseto smileand mutter afew
| soothingwords.
River accessis THE MOST
| critical current concernfor
whitewater boaters. Toim-
| prove our accessopportunities,
| private boatersneed to recog-
| nize the legitimate concerns
| (and even the paranoid fears)
| o landowners, Federal and
State agencies, and outfitters.
| Recent writings by representa-
tivesdf commercia outfitters
indicate that somein that com-
munity are extremely jittery
about "freedom of choice" and
other open accessschemes. In
thisclimate, we may make
more progresstoward solving
| our access problems by adopt-

ing a non-confrontational ap-
proach than by goingin with

| our peashooters blazing.

We havelittletolosein

| adopting a more accomodating
approach. Sofar, we have not

| gained much ground when our

| tacticsare perceived by others
as confrontational .

; AWA's accesscommitteeis
alot lesshappy with the deci-
sionin the Kleppe case than

| Gregseemsto be.

The courtin that case rati-
fied the Park Service'ssplit a-
locationsystemon the Grand
Canyon, rejecting private

ery point.
Fundamentally, the judge
trashed private boaterson the
| central issuein the case, the
use d split alocations. Private
boatersargued that split aloca
tion systems (dividing use be-
tween guided and unguided
trips) violated Federal lavsde-
signed to prevent excessive
commercidizationd nationa
parksand provide for public
enjoymentand use. Thiswasa
sound and reasonableargu-
ment. Yet despite very support-
ivelanguagein the Park Ser-
vice Organic Act and the Con-
cessionsPolicy Act, the court
refused to question the con-
cept o split allocations.
Thisdecision hasleft non-
commercid boaterssaddled
|-with aregulatory systemon
Federally managedrivers
which will never befair to non-
commercia boatersunlessthe
managingagency iswilling
(and hasthe political power) to
make frequent quotaadj ust-

d bureaucracies,and giventhe
political power - and money —
d concessionaires, thiswill a-
ways be an uphill battle.
| Greg notes that the Park
I Service dodged a bullet by
changing the alocationnum-
berswhile the Kleppe casewas
| pending, thereby making the
old 8%oprivatedlocationissue
moot. Thiswasnot avictory for
private boaters. The court Sim-
ply ducked the issue of quota
fairness, saying that the quota
numbers attacked by private
boaterswere no longer rel-
evant. It wasback to square

| onefor private boaterson the
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boater argumentson almost ev- |

ments. Given the natural inertia

issued thefairnessd the
guota numbers.

Gregisencouraged by a
statement by the judge that
user day allocationsbetween
private and commercia boaters
should not be"arbitrary". How-
ever, thisauspiciousremark
was compl etely undercut by
the judge'swarningsabout the
"presumption” favoring Federa
river managers decisions.He
| suggested that courtsshould
| not second guessa river
manager's decisionif it hasany
shred of rationality. Under this
noxioustheory, privateboaters
would haveto prove a park ser-
viceruleto betotaly outland-
ish and grosdy irrational before
acourt would invalidateit!

Addinginsult toinjury,
judgein Kleppe gratuitously
mentioned that, in theinterests
o safety, Federal river manag-
ers could even impose more
burdensomeregul ationson pri-
vate boaters than on outfitters
if they so desired!

The bottomline, Greg,is
that we don't hold any grudges
against commercid outfitters,
but that Kleppe decisonwasa
real train wreck.

Editor's note: PopeBar-
row isa well known river
preservationist and a recipi-
ent d the Perception River
Coservatwn Award. He s

also amember d the ANA
| Board d Directorsand a
| principal author ¢ theAWA
AccessPalicy.

A SIMPLE

SOLUTION?

Dear Editor:
A Modest Proposal Con-
cerning User Feesonthe
| Yough
|
| In truth, | have no basic ob-
jection to user feesonrivers.
While there isno doubt that
sreservation of wild and natu-
| rd areas (such asriver corri-
dors) isalegitimate public pur-
sose (since evenif they were
man used for recreational pur-
noses, the genera public would



dill benefit), it is not unreason-
ableto expect usersto bear a
portiond the cost through
user fees. Thishaslong been
an accepted principal ingame
and fish managementat both
the national and state level.

However,inthe case o the
Y ough, the management
agency hascreated an adminis-
trative overhead (which has
little or nothing to do with hard
boater use d the river), but
whichis designed primarily to
generate revenue for the man-
agement agency through en-
couragingoveruse o there-
source by commercial and pri-
vaterafters. Itis patently obvi-
ousthat the quality o the rec-
reation experienceis being
drastically degraded by this
overuse.

On oned my infrequent
tripsto the Yough last summer
| redlized that as| paddied
down the river there wasacon-
tinuousstream of rafts; each
group o fifteen to twenty rafts

being followed immediately by
another identical group. | was
strongly reminded by the simi-
larity to the "River Raft" rides
that operatein amusement
parks. Frankly, thissimilarity
isdisgusting. (I have no objec-
tionto amusement park rides.
Theseare man-madefecilities
operated by private for-profit
corporationsand generaly are
not degradingimportant natu-
ra resources. Indeed, thisis
the most appropriate means of
providmgth's typed recre-
ational experience.) Atthe
same time hard boatersare be-
ing harassed and drivenfrom
the river by idiotic and unnec-
essary regulationsand quotas
from the Pennsylvania Parks
Department.

| am told that Ohiopyle
State Park isonedf only twoin
the PennsylvaniaPark system
that makesa profit. | will sub-
mit that the primary purposed
a public resource management
agency isto provide multi-use

management consistent with
long term protection o the
quality o the resource, not to
make aprofit. Thereare plenty
o private companiesthat could
degrade the resource while
maximizing profits. Thus,the
PennsylvaniaParks Depart-
ment has created a never end-
ing spiral of costsand revenues
encouragingoverused the
natural resource.

It would be very smpleto
break thiscyclewhileat the
same timeincreasingthe qual -
ity of the outdoor recreation
experienced the users. The
largest variablecost itemsin an
operation such asthisare per-
sonnel costs- sdaries, healthin-
surance, socia security, pen-
sions, vacations, etc. It doesn't
take arocket scientist to figure
out the solution: get rid o the
rangersat the put-in, the reser-
vationclerks, and the busdriv-
ersat the take-out. Thiswill
aso eliminate associated costs
such asvehicles, building main-

one-piece sulits

Idlsu “?in
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tenance, video equipment, etc.

Theimmediate questionis
"How do we prevent overuse
then?' Againthe answeris
smple: eliminatethe bus
shuttle at the take-out and lock
the gateat the top parkmg
area. Boaters,including
rafters, who did not want to
carry their boatsup thetrail,
could use a cart to transport
them. The carts could be
rented from a concessionaire.
(Of course, many individuas
dready own carts o thissort.)

Thiswould effectively
diminateasignificant percent-
age d the operating costsand
would rationthe use d the
river at the sametime. The
rafting companieswould still
make money by providmga
quality experiencefor which
they could, df course, charge
more per person. Thisap-
proachworkspretty wel on
the Chatooga River, where the
number d rafting customers
per day isstrictly restricted.

With a reasonable manage-
ment system such asthis|
would have no objectionsto
paying a user feeto maintain
parkmglots, roads, etc. This
approach would not require
havinga ranger stand full time
at the put-into collect money.
A<df servereservationsystem
could be used smilar to many
U.S Forest Service Camp-
grounds. If necessary, random
inspectionsat the take-out and
diff fines could be used to de-
ter cheaters. Generdly, man-
agement studiesindicatethat
the revenuelost to cheatersis
lessthan the incremental costs
d collectingthe revenues.

We as hard boaters must
cometo the redlizationthat the
rafting companiesare not our
dlies. They are not interested
in maintainingenvironmental
quality or providmga quality
outdoor recreation experience
to their customers. Their sole
god isto maximize the number
o customersthey can put on
theriver every day in order to
increasetheir profits. We must
start to lobby to restrict their
overuseand misuse o river re-
sourcesbeforethey drivehard
boatersdf other rivers, just
like they are doing on the
Yough. For example,the New



LETTERS

River Gorgeisrapidly becom- I make noise night. Why

ing almost as crowded asthe don't they do that at homeand
Y ough. savethedrive? Theanswer is

In many caseshard boaters
are partialy to blame. Often,
becausewe are too lazy to
carry our boatsalittle waysor
to paddle alittleflat water, we
have encouragedthe building
of new intermediate access
points. Al thisdoesisencour-
age overuse by rafting compa-
nies, who now can get their
tripson and off the river faster
so they can run more trips with
more customersin a day.

| fedl little or no affinity
with either the rafting compa-
niesor their customers. They
are not there for the same rea-
sonsthat | am - enjoyingaday's
exercisein anatural areainan
unobtrusivea manner as pos-
sible. Theformer are there to
make a profit: asfor their cus-
tomers, | can only assumetheir
objectivesare to get drunk and

becausethe policewould not
put up with their rowdyismat
home.

If we (the hard boaters)
think that the rafting compa-
niesand their customersare
going to help us protect natural
resourcesfrom mismanage-
ment, then we are not only
crazy, but stupidaswdl. It
seemsto methat we are saving
riversfrom the Corpsd Engi-
neersonly tolet the manage-
ment agenciesand the rafting
companiesdestroy the values
we sought to save.

Inthe past | havebeenla-
belled an"ditist" or "extrem-
ig". | accept theselabels
readily. | will partidly resist
the temptationto paraphrase
Barry Goldwater's comment
about extremism. Inthiscasel
don't believeitisavice. We

COSTA RICA WHITEWATER '93

o Quality Kayak trips for the Adventure Traveler e

K en Kastor ff

Endless River
Adventures

and

presents

e Trips tailored to 5 -7 paddlers
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e Meals enjoyed in quality restaurants

A

Advanced, Expert and Intermediate trips offered
ltineraries designed for maximum group paddling experience
Customized frips available for private groups |
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Oct 16 - 23 Advanced
Oct 30- Nov 6 Advanced
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CALL ORWRITE TODAY!
Tel/ FAX (704)488-6199
P.O. Box 246, Bryson City, NC 28713

=l .
need to recognize that

whitewater boatingisnot a
sport for the masses. If boaters
don't want to spend some en-
ergy to carry their boats or
paddlealittleflat water to pro-
tect the quaity o the experi-
ence, then they should take up
golf so they can havea motor-
ized cartin whichto ride
around. If | have offendedany-
one by thistime, too bad.
Hopefully, | will makeafew
people think and act.

Asaways,
Dave Garrity
Silver Springs, Maryland

Editor'snote: Dave
Garrity has been paddling
whitewater for over twenty
years. He darted out pad-
dling a 17 foot Grumman,
and currently paddlesC-1, C-
2and K-1. Hehasalso
| worked asa commercial raft
guide. (Though, after this,
I'mnot sure helll be asked to
do that anymore!)

WHAT ABOUT US?

Dear Sir,

| have been an AWA mem-
ber for about three yearsand
havea stack o the Journal two
feet high.

| am also a class2-3 pad-
dler and probably will never ad-
vance to more than that. Many
o your readersand supporters
probablyfit into my league.

Onceinawhile something
lessthan class5 water should
befeaturedin script aswdl as
in photos.

Certainly some grand rivers
that are only class1,2and 3
ared interest to usfroman
ecologicand recreational view-
point.

Please consider my con-
cerns.

Sincerdly,
Frank Forte, M.D.
Englewood, N.J.

Editorsreply:

| agreewith you 100%.
Whenever | writefeatureson
largeriver systems.. ¢e. the
Tygart, San Juan and
Clearwater... | try toinclude
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sections ontheeasier, but
worthwhile, runs that lie
within the watershed.

Wewould liketo publish
more articles pertaining to
class2 and 8 water, but we
rarely receiveany appropri-
ate submissions. Mos d our
contributorsare class4 and
5boaters; it seemsunlikely
that they will suddenly Sart
towrite about class2
Streams.

I'mhoping that those of
you who paddlethe easier
stuffwill takethishint, sit
downinfront o your key-
boards, and fire away. Don't
forgettoinclude some good
photos. Wereallyaren't a
bunch o hair boating elitists,
and we don't want to exclude
any whitewater boatersfrom
the AWA or the magazine.

WE HELPED TOO!

Dear Editor:
| am compelled to comment
onyour mentiond the Bir-
mingham Canoe Clubin the
Jan/Feb issue, with their effort
during Nationd River Cleanup
Week. Ultimately, over adozen
organizationspartici pated,
creating asignificantcombined
collaboration. Thesegroupsin-
cluded Friendsof the Locust
Fork, BamaBackpaddlersAs-
sociation, Boy Scoutsdf
America, ChabaRiver Society,
Students for a Better Earth
(UAB), Friendsd the Little
River, Birmingham Southern
Conservancy,the SierraClub,
Gunwae Grabbers Canoe Club,
WAR 1-95redio station,
Brunos’s, Buffao Rock, and
many concerned, activeindi-
viduas,dl o whom generously
donated their time, labor and
goods, and deserve commenda-
tion for their contributions.
Merdy beinga"politicaly
proper" organization (one
whichisan AWA affiliatewho
can also boast the membership
d 2 o theworst environmental
U.S Senators) should not be
the sole qudification for recog-
nition. The eight BOC mem-
bersyou picturedin your ar-
ticleare amere portion o the
100 participantsstatewide. Itis



Slalom Durable
Wildwater

Sea Touring
Squirt Paddles

Handcrafted
Well Balanced
High Performance

encouragingto smaller,
strugglinggroupsto receive

therewasno secret po-
litical agenda here. The

acknowledgement for their BCC group received
hard labor. A more com- coverage because some-
prehensivereferencetothe | one intheir organiza-
Alabamaeffort whichwe tiontook thetimeto
named Project AWARE (ac- | send usa photoand
tively working along river pressrelease. If other
environments) would have membersd the AWARE
been appreciated by dis- consortiumhad sub-

couraged, disheartened and
frustrated cleanerswho

mitted similar informa-
tion, they would have

|earned the hard way about received similar atten-
the pitfallsd political envi- tion. Wedonot havea
ronmentalism. prafessional staff to
travel around the coun-
Sincerely, try a cover these events.
Jennifer Taylor So, wemust rely onin-
Birmingham, AL. JSormation submitted to
us by the participants.
- . At any rate, thanks
Editor'sreply: _ tOmmz);z/&WhO helped j
foryggf ag,%%zzei E\r\‘/%ﬁf}ed inthe National River S % @ f.'
inriver cleanupsand we ~ C1€anup. i.f L’:’ gfﬁ fﬂ fg E;

try to give credit where

credit is due. Believe me. Silvermine Rd Box 5, Bryson City, NC 28713 {704) 488-8542
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Call today for our 40 page bar gain-packedcatalogand dealer nearest you.

SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Coolidge Ave., National City, CA 91950
Td: 6191336 2444

July/August 1993




LETTERS

COURTS ON OUR SIDE!

Desr Edlitor:

It waswith great interest that | read
AWA's officid policy statement on"Public
Accessto Riversand Streams for Recre-
ational Boating". | wouldliketo bringto
the attention of the AWA and boating com-
munity one other bit of legal anmunition
for fighting (and winning!) river access
battles. That would be State of Alaskav:
Ahtna, Inc., 891 F.2d 1401 (9th Cir. 1989).

tation df what constitutes commercial use
and navigability of our public streams and
rivers.

] Ron Rogers
6827 Creekside St.
Redding, CA. 96001

10 CATCH A THIEF

Desr Editor,
There wasa break-in on the night of

=Thisisalandmark casein the definition_|_June 14th at the River Store located in Lo-

o navigablewaterwaysand state owner-
ship o riverbedsunder the strict Federal
requirements. Aliing isthefirst Federal
court Faing to acknowledgethat present

day commercial recreational raftingand ca 1

noeing on ariver provide conclusiveevi-
dence d navigability.

The court determined that the present
commercia use of the GulkanaRiver in
Alaska provided conclusive evidence of the
river's susceptibilityfor commercia use at
the time of statehood. A river's susceptibil-
ity for commercial use at the time o state-
hood isthe critical requirement for meeting
the strict Federal navigability standard.
The present commercial use onthe
Gulkanaconsisted of guided fishing and
sightseeingtripsin small motorboats, in-
flatableraftsand canoes. Sincethe river
was susceptibleto use as a highway for
commerce, title to the submerged lands
passed to Alaskaat the time of statehood,
regardlessof actual use of theriver at that
time. Such use does not have to be without
difficulty,extensive or long and continu-
ous. It wasnot essential that the usein-
volve the transportation o water-bourn
freight by carrier whose purpose wasto
make money from transportation. Inthis
case, the river's physical characteristics
had also remained unchanged since state-
hood and hence, had no bearing on the
navigability question.

Theramifications of this case are most
important for the boating public interested
in keeping waterwaysopen for public use.
Inshort, any river of stream which sup-
portscommercia floatingisa navigable
river under the strict Federal standards.
Thisappellatedecisionisthe law in those
states served by the Ninth Circuit Court of

Appeals (Alaska, Washington, Oregon, Cdi- I

forniaand Nevada) and servesasvauable
legal precedent elsewhere. The U.S. Su-
preme Court has refused to consider this
case, so the decisionstands. Thisisnot to
say that future battles over river access will
not haveto befought. The navigability
guestionisanswered on a case by case ba-
sisin courts of law.

At last we have a modern-day interpre-

Amaican Whitewater

| tus, CA on the South Fork of the American
| _River. Plefase cdl Susan Debret at the
| River Store, (916) 626-3435if you have
—any clues. A small rewardisoffered if the
information |eadsto the arrest. Among the
T many missing itemsare:
| 1. new white Piroutte S with black writ-
| ing and yelow trim and seat
| 2. three Prijon paddl es, with duminum
} shaftsand vinyl grips

3. five orangeStemslife vests

4, alot of T-shirts, sizessmall and large

5. some shorts, sizessmall and large

6. numerous paddlejackets

7.two Kokotat drysuits

8. acase df RayBan sunglasses

Susan Debret has been a strong sup-
[ porter of the river community over the

T years, and has devoted many hoursto ne-
“T"gotiating the river accessissuesat Marshall

| Gold State Park, running the American
| River Festival,and raisng money for the

[TAmericanRiver Land Trust. Pleasecall her |

T if you know anything!

Sincerely,Susan Scheufele
Conservation Chair,
Loma PrietaPaddlers

Dear Editor:

Some d us"lay" boaters have an argu-
| ment going over the term "boof'. Points of
| view vary fromthe activity o anauseous
| boater viewing anasty drop to the sound
| emittedfrom the base of awaterfdl asa

landsat too flat an angle. A "pro”
Tlaims it meansto peal off arock usingthe
i upstream pillow, but that's not cbvious
rom somedf the pictures and captionsin
| American Whitewater.... It is high time to
—efine the term and explainitsorigin. Ac-
T tudly,ashort glossary with terms such as
oof" and "piton™... would be appreciated.

—

Thanks
—Steve Gr

|..'l\. (R |

MA

July/August

1993

GROUP
MANAGEMENT
HINTS

by Charlie Walbridge

Paddlingisa shared adventure, and
what you do individually often effectsev-
eryone. Boating with variouscollections of
paddlers over the years has taught me that

| somethings people do are easy to bewith,

while others drive everyone crazy. Hereare
afew hints to make river running better for
everyone.

1) MAINTAIN GOOD SPACING. Have
you ever tried to run down the river with
someone paddlingright behind you? You
can't get rid of them, and you know that if
you make a mistakethat personisgoingto
hit you. Tailgating may not be as dangerous
ontheriversasonthe highways, but it's
equally annoying. Give your fellow boaters
plenty of room.

If you find yourself creeping up on
someone, you have two choices. Oneisto
grab an eddy. Thisquickly restoresthe
right spacing, but you may get passed by
the people behind you. The other isto pass
the person ahead of you, but thisshould
only be donein flat water or easy rapids
with multiple passages. There's nothing
more disconcerting than finding out, in the
midst of a hard drop, that you have to avoid
peoplein addition to riverine obstacles.

| till recdll one particularly harrowing
instance of thison the Russell Fork some
time ago. A friend of minewasentering one
o the harder drops when he was passed
and cut off by afellow who had been hot on
histal al day. His concentration broken,
he was shoved into an unsavory chute
where heflippedand swam. Part o his
swim went under somelargerocks. It wasa
very near misswhich could have been
avoided had the other boater been a bit
more patient.

2) KEEP THE GROUP TOGETHER.
Each person should watch the boater be-
hind them. If no one appears, catch an
eddy and wait. Usudly this givesthe trail-
ing paddler enough time to catch up. If you

1 haveto wait more than afew moments, the

group will notice. Each boater will stop in
turn, keeping the group compact. if some-
onefailsto appear, you can move upstream

| toinvestigate, securein the knowledgethat

' Sed Carla's Glossary on page 48 I

the group will not be split up because o
your actions.



Oned the most frustrating things to
have happen isfor one member o aparty
toleavewithout tellinganyone. | still re-
member a day on the Gauley when onein-
dividual failed to appear at the bottom of
Screaming Hel rapid. We stopped and
waited. Severd people remembered seeing
him at the top of the drop. The next step
wasto search upstream; thisturned up
nothing. Boaters coming downstream
hadn't seen him. After 45 minutes or soa
friend of hisin another group said that our
missing paddler gone off by himsdlf before.
Welater learned that hefelt that wewere
going "toodow". Since thiswasthe last
rapid, he moved on. Wewould havegone a
lot faster had helet us know! Evenif
you're just stopping to durmp water from
your boat or answer nature's call, advising
someone cansave alot o grief.

3) DONT OVERSTUFF EDDIES.
Catchingasmdl eddy aboveabigdropis
one d the pleasant challengesd steep
creeking. That pleasure can turn to panicif
several other boatsdaminto the same
eddy! Not only is the crowding unnerving
initself, but it can make leavingthe eddy
under control almost impossible. Often the
last arrival, who knowsthe | east about
what liesbelow,isforced tolead. Or
worse, someonewill come down, find the
eddy full, and run the drop compl etely
blind.

When moving downstream, paddlers
are advised to keep onesure eddy in sight
so that they can stop if needed. Asthe gra-
dient steepens, paddlersbegin to run be-

tween eddies, scouting portions of arapid
from each one. Keep the capacity of these
resting spotsin mind. If the eddy aheadis
small and already occupied, stay where you
are! When the person ahead moveson, you
can continue. Thisrequires patience, but if
done properly your actions will be passed
upstream, dowing the entire group asyou
move through a difficult spot. If there's any |
question, you can communicateby hand {
signals, but don't just come crashing down.

Paddlerswho planto sit in an eddy for
awhileshould makeit easier for othersto
getinand out. Don't sit on the eddyline or
inthe heart of the eddy where you block
access. Move out o these choice spotsto
more out-of-theway locations. Near the
shorein aside-eddy or up closeto the rock
which divertsthe water are both good
choices. Watch how peopleenter an eddy,
and place yourself accordingly.

4) LEAD WITH SENSITIVITY: Some
groups appoint an officia "leader", but
with many recreationa partiesthe lead
passes casually between party members.
Either wav, each time the verson in front
approaches arapid, decisionsmust be
made. Do you run the rapid head on? Do
you gather the groupin an eddy and dis-
cuss your options? Do you scout? How
you'll proceed depends on the strength of
the entiregroup, not just the lead boater. A
rapid you may feel comfortablerunning
blind may need to be scouted by weaker
membersd the group. So you stop and
scout; to do otherwiseinvitestrouble and
sets up time-consuming rescues.

5) AVOID THE "SCOUT AND WATCH"
GAME: Scoutingis required on many d ffi-
cult rivers. If timeisshort, don't play the
incredibly time consuming " scout and
watch" game. It's easy tofdl into. Every-
onegetsout to look at the rapid. Then one
person goesback to run while everyone
else watches. Then another person runs
whilethe rest watch, and so on. Onegroup
| waswith followed this procedure toaT,
and took afull hour to clear the top ledge
onthe Tygart Gorge! Thereisan aterna-
tive. Everyonescouts, decideson a course
o action, then immediately goesback to
their boatsto run or carry. The time saved
dlowsyour group to cover more distance,
or leavesmoretimefor play.

6) KEEPWEAK PADDLERS NEAR
THE FRONT: Picture this scenario: you've
put aless experienced paddler near the
front, where there are peopl e upstream
and downstream to help. The river steep-
ens, and your weak paddler grabsan eddy.
Stronger, more aggressive boaters con-

tinue on downstream. Beforeyou know it,
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SAFETY

;heweak boater isbringing up therear.

This isavulnerableposition. If they have
irouble, their absence isharder to notice.
Jelp must comefrom downstream if they

| aave trouble, and will be slower in coming.

Keeping a new paddler towards the front
requires sensitivityand patience, but it's
worth doing.

7) WORK TOGETHER ON SMPLE
RESCUES: How many times have you seen
1 simple boat rescue turninto afree-for
ill? Everyoneconvergeson a boat or a
piece d gear, pushingand pulling from all
sides. Evenif the victimdoesn't get run
aver, the whole thing takes more timeand
snergy than it should. Remember these ba-
sic rulesfor rescuing floating boats.

A) If theideaistoget the boat to
shore, everyone needs to push on oneside.
if you're between the boat and the shore,
you'rein the way! The placefor would-be
rescuersison the oppositeside from the
best eddy for rescue so they canferry

out and push the boat home in a single
motion. NEVER push on

the opposite side from everyone else!

B) Once everyoneisworking on the
sameside, firstline the boat up parallel to
the current. Then push the upstream end
in

the direction you want to go. Thiscre-
atesaferry angle, and

the current helps push the boat to
shore. If you're helping

to maintainthe ferry angle and augment
the push, great. But

dl to often someone comes crashing
into the stem of the free-floating
boat. The stern goesin, the bow goesout,
blowing the ferry angle and screwing up
the rescue. If you can't Enda placeto
push, move below and stand ready to as-
sistlater if necessary.

C) Tdk to each other. If aperson,
paddle, and boat are free-floatingit makes
sense to have one person to deal with each
problem. If you're trying to get a boat to
shoreand a new

person arrives, tell them what you want
them to do. Say "I've

got the boat™ or "go get the paddie”.
Even"move,yourein

the way" can be helpful.

Theseguidelinesare designed to take

the hassle out of paddling. Use them and
enjoy!

CHARLIEWALBRIDGE
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Rahall Sponsors WV. River Legislationin US. House
New, Gauley and Elk Waud Bendfit

U.S Rep. Nick J. Rahall,a Democratic
from southern West Virginia, recently intro-
duced legidation to protect certain nation-
dly sgnificant riverswithinthe Mountain
State.

The centerpieced the Wes Virginia
RiversConservationAct d 1993isthe pro-
posed establishment o a 14.5 mile Upper
New Wild and Scenic River on the segment
d the New River betweenthe statelineand
Bluestone Lakein Summers County. The
areathat would be effectedisareadyin
federal ownership. Under Rahdl's proposal,
the areawould continue to be administered
by the State o West Virginiaas awildlife
management area. At the same timethe Up-
per New would be afforded the same pro-
tection afforded free-flowingriver segments
under the Wild and Scenic RiversAct.

"Qur goal isto
maintainthi s
wilder nessportion of
the New Rivea and its
iImmediateenvirons
likeit is,for the
benefit of the public
asawhale'" according
to Rahall.

Locd interest in designating thissection
o the river Wild and Scenic escal ated last
year after the Appal achian Power Company
proposed erectinga 765 kv power line
acrossit to deliver eectricity to the eastern
seaboard. Responding to concernsof local
citizensabout the line, Rahal introduced
and gained enactment dof legidation placing
the Upper New under temporary Federal
"study river" protection. Rahdl's recent
proposed legidation would make those pro-
tections permanent.

“Last year's hill servedto put thelock in
place. Now it'stimeto turn the key," Rahdl
said recently.

The power company hassincefiled an
aternate route with the West VirginiaPub-
lic Service Commission,one that would take
theline acrossBluestone Lake, onlands
and watersowned by the TI.S. Army Corps
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o Engineers. However, it ill prefersthe
route over the New. Rahall hascalled the
proposd absurd.

Rahall's legidation would a so autho-
rize afederal study d a55 mile segment o
the Bk River, lying primarilyin Webster

is known to many West Virginians, but

d itsenvironmental value to date.

Under the bill, the Secretary o the In-
terior would conduct a study to determine
if the Bk isdigibleand suitablefor inclu-

System, or asa unit o the Nationa Park
System, inthe form of a national river or
recreationarea.

Thelegidation Rahdl introduced
would aso authorizethe constructiond a
visitors center by the Nationd Park Ser-
viceat Gauley Bridge, wherethe
confluence d the New and Gauley Rivers
form the Kanawha. It would asorequire
that the Nationa Park Service construct a
mid-river access point for private boaters
on the Gauley River. While commercia
outfittershave developed accesspoints on
lands they own within the recreationarea,
there are no public access pointsfor pri-
vate boatersand fishermen on thisseg-
ment of the Gauley.

“Providing public accessto the Gauley
Riverisoned the most pressingissues
facing the recreationarea. \We will never
recognizedl d the benefitsthisoutstand-

County. Thisfreeflowing segment of river

there hasbeen little officia documentation

sonin the Nationd Wild and Scenic Rivers

ing river resource hasto offer unlessfish-
ermen and private boatersare provided
with a public access point in the middle
segment o the river," Rahdl observed.

Findly, Rahdl's bill would dso make
boundary modificationsto the New River
Gorge Nationa Area, the Gauley River Na
tional Recreation ARea and the Bluestone
National Scenic River.

The mgjority d these modificationsin-
volve placinginto the park unit'sboundary
what are known as property remnants,
which arise when the park serviceacquires
atract of land that isnot fully withinthe
park boundary. The Gauley NRA boundary
would be modified to include Carnifax
Ferry State Park, whilethe Bluestone
boundary would be modified to include
that portiond PipestoneState Park that
doesnot aready lie within the Scenic River
Corridor. Thislegidationwould not alter
the State's ownership and management o
these state park units.

Thelast magjor West Virginiarivers bill
wasfive yearsago, when a Rahall spon-
sored measure to establish the Gauley
River Nationd Recreation Areaand the
Bluestone National Scenic River wasen-
acted into law.

The current proposed legidation, titled
the West VirginiaRivers ConservationAct
d 1993, will be referred to the House Sub-
committeeon Nationa Parks, Forestsand
Public Lands. Rahdl isasenior member of
that panel.l



_ WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST
COMPLETE PADDLING SHOP

Located in the Heart of the
New & Gauley Rivers

C-2 OR R-2 ?7?

Products from: Perception, Wilderness
Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,
Patagonia, Stohlquist, Rapidstyle,
Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps,
Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE!

NEW :nd GAULEY GORGES
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WHITEWATER PADDLERS: THIS NIMBLE INFLATABLE]
CANOE WILL BLAST YOU THROUGH CLASS IV, CATCH|

EDDIES, HANDLE LOWER FLOWS...
Solo and Tandem Inflatables -l and 16 foot models

All you need to be
CALL

1-800-280-SOAR

| RUGGED HYPALON SELF-BAIL CONSTRUCTION |
Perfect for Day Trips / Ideal for Wilderness Runs
Tracks Great in Flatwater, Lakes and Ponds
LIGHTWEIGHT & PORTABLE - SMALL BUNDLE FITS
CAR TRUNK, PICK-UP, 4X4, CAMPER, RV, AIRPLANE
... Somewhere On A River
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PHONE:314-436-0016

xranil Prize:

Thee 13 counese of your cholee
maide by MILLBROOK
BOATS

Custom Built by John
Kazimierczyk. Vaue $775**

Save The

Rivers Raffle
Procesdsto

] (603) 529-3919
benefit AWA’s
H Other Prizes:
Whitewater Suirt stick by FINE LINE
PADDLES
_de% q.::?!-‘i' Custom Built by David Gatz.

% Value$245
(207) 737-4759

RIVERSPORT SCHOOL OF
PADDLING

2-day clinic of choice. Vaue
$180

(814) 395-5744

1-Day ZOAR OUTDOOR
\¥p privateclinic
=4 Taught by former world
L hampion Brece Lessels

Ly Value B145
L

(800 5:52-7 'ﬂEM

N
FARFPIODSTYLE

INFLATABLES
[""E07N.13h . 7409, S, LouisMO 63103 |

FAX:314-436-2332

$100 BUDDHA BEAR
(Cohasset, MA) gift certificate
(617) 383-2785
$75MITCHELL PADDLES
gift certificate ) !
 mitchell
$75VOYAGEUR gift

(603) 523-7004
certificate /r‘i

(800) 8138955 \SOYAGEUR

$75ALL OUTDOORS
(Manchester, NH) @iff &iTh,
certificate S '%%;_

(800) 6241468  graheian

$75 RAPIDSTYLE gift
certificate

Paddling jacket by Olynpic
Champion Dana Chladek
(301) 946-9686

$75 COUNTRY CANOEST
(DUNBARTON, NH) gift
certificate

(603) 774-7888

&
(FAYETTEVILLE, WV) gi
certificate ]
(800) 84KAYAK = —i-in
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NORTH AMERICAN
RIVER RUNNERS, \WC

On U.S.'Route 60, M Mile
East of U.S. 19 Intersection

1-800-950-2585

$75CLARKE OUTDOORS
(West Cornwall, CT) gift
certificate

(203) 672-6365

Custom helmet from NEW
WAVE WATERWORKS
Vaue$65

(717) 944-6320

5 one-year AMERICAN
WHITEWATER
AFFFILIATION
memberships

Vaue $20

** Does not i nclude shipping
or custom work

Drawingwill be held at the
FARMINGTON SLALOM on
October 17,1993. You need
not be present to win.
Reffleticketsare $3 each; 4
for $10; 10 for $20.

Make checks payableto AWA,
P.O. Box 85. Phoenicia, NY
12464
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AWA... Working for Yau

by Rich Bowers

AWA Conservation Program Director

HYDRO PROGRAM UPDATE

Usually in the political arena
or inthe world of corporate ne-
gotiation, certain " procedures’
are followed to reach consensus
and compromise. The proce-
durefollowsaset strategy:
state your position; meet other
parties; learn their agendas;
and attempt a reasonable
settlement.

For hydropower, thisfor-
mulaisdefined and adminis-
tered by the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission -
FERC. The AWA, and other
conservation/recreation organi-
zations, have subscribed to this
formulato restore rivers
through the current slate o hy-
droelectric relicensings. The
AWA has stated specific poli-
cieson river access, elevated
flow and duration technology,
economic benefitsd river rec-
reation, and other policiesim-
pactingon the overal river ex-
perience. We have met with
river conservation groups, state
and federal agencies, power de-
velopers, and others to discuss
concernsand related improve-
mentsfor river recreation.

Relicensing, under any sce-
nario, isequated with change
and new restrictions for hydro-
electric generation - and this
meanslostincomefor these
companiesand their sharehold-
ers (for the 167 new licensesin-
volved with the"Class of 1993”,
profitsduring the next 30 year
term will approach $10 Billion
nationally). Toshield thisim-
pressiveprofit line, some com-
panieshave begunto circle
their wagons,and dig-into pro-
tect their private holdings.

Al o thoseinterestedin
protecting or managingriver re-
Sources, river recreation, or en-
ergy conservationare running
up against the same stone wall.

Increasingly,the federal agency
charged with balancing these
interests, the FERC,isaso
running head firstinto this
wall.

Thefollowingare examples

o recent tactics, used by hydro
| intereststo protect the "busi-

ness as usual" operating rou-
tine.

* LpCOTEE EOWeT, Willor Lt
PECETIY TEIUSa0 T6 COOuET |
whitewater studiesin the
Tallulah Gorge, has suddenly
(on their own) developed test-
ing, surveys, and saf ety meth-
odology to measure recreation
needs and economic benefits
onthisriver. (A smilar
scheme, also with noinput
from recreation experts, isbe-
ing conducted by Alabama
Power onthe CoosaRiver.
Thisstudy has taken 10 years,
iscurrently initsfourth revi-
sion, and has produced no
boating benefitsto date).

¢ Facingreductionsin rev-
enue due to proposed environ-
mental/ recreational mitigation,
Central Mane Power (CMP)
has threatened to surrender li-
censesfor projectson Moxie
Stream, the Kennebec (Fort
Halifax), Dead (Flagstaff) and
two projects on the Saco River.
ThisoffersFERC theinterest-
ing choiced either supporting
aun-profitabledam, or ad-
dressing the question d what
happens when these damsare
no longer useful? AWA hasre-
guested decommissioning
funds be established for al new
licensesto avoid this exact
situation at other sites, as these
dams become increasingly ob-
solete or un-economical.

*CMP has aso begun devel-
opinganew recreation plan for
Indian Pond on the Kennebec.
Unfortunately, this plan islim-
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A s rn Brough 81 A A
Conservation Program Director
Rich Bowers investigating the
Nisqually River Bypass in
Washington

ited to impoundment, not
downstream recreation. The
plan does not address the criti-
cd issue o free accessfor boat-
ers. Throughrelicensing, river
advocateshave been pushing
hard for comprehensiveand
basin-studiesto quantify real-
lifeimpactsof damsonrivers.

| May 24

I May 2627
¥ June 9

¥ June 12

I June 26

I June 26

Indian Pondisan exampled a
company refusingto thor-
oughly address even oneissue
(access) at onelocation.

¢ InaMay, 1993 |etter, the
City o Tacoma(WA) stated
that "the City will not alow

g publicaccessto the (Nisqualy

River) canyon, regardlessdf

4 any Commissionorder to the

contrary.” Thisconstitutesan
outright challengeto the
FERC'’s mission (under the
Federal Power Act) to balance
developmental and non-devel-
opmental usesd the river, as
well as original licenseterms
and conditionsrequiring public
access.

The AWA will be working to
correct these issues, to repre-

== sent boatingintereststhrough-

out this process, and to protect
and expand dl available
whitewater resourcesin your
area. For moreinformationon
how you can help, or to get ad-
ditional information on any of
these issues, please cdl Rich
Bowersat (301)236-0436.
Whilethisissue of Ameri-

can Whitewater was going to

press, the AWA, dong with lo-
ca clubsand organizations,
participated in the following
studies:

Additional Studiesfiled, Dead River, ME

Whitewater Study, Tallulah Gorge, GA.

Rescheduled Whitewater Study, Niangua River, MO
Whitewater Study, Moshier Bypass, Raquette River, NY
Whitewater Study, Little Quinnesec Falls, WI
Whitewater Study, Colton Bypass, Raquette River, NY

I Summer 1993 Boater Surveyson the Pemigewasset River, NH

(While the AWA did not participate, a study was conducted May

12-16 on the North Umpgua, OR)

REI-FUNDED NATIONAL

RIVERS

COALITION

Since the beginning d 1993,
this coalition, whichincludes
the AWA, has distributed
$10,000in seed grants to vari-
ousriver groups, including:
New Yok Rivers United, South
YubaRiver CitizensLeague
(CA), Greenbrier River Water-
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shed Assoc. (WV).

Thisyear, the coditionis
targeting new giving areas: ac-
cess, urban, and biginitiative
river legidation. For additional
informationcall Rich Bowersat
(301) 236-0436..



AWA ATTENDS NORTHWEST RIVER
RUNNER CONFERENCE

Rich Bowers, AWA ConservationProgram Director, wasin
Portland, Oregonto attend this meeting and to provide a national
perspective on private boater interests. Al Ainsworth, of the
Northwest Rafters Associ ation devel oped this conferenceand pre-
sented the keynote address.

The purpose of the conference wasa'cdl to arms'” for private
boatersto become more organizedand a significant playerinriver
issues. Privateriver issueswhich would benefit from thisinclude:
agency partnershipsand communications,greater political and
user recognition,and astronger voicefor private recreationists.

Conferencetopics covered agency and commercia relations,
dlocationsystems, theissue of river ownership, and boater im-
pacts on the resource. Attending werelocal boater/river conserva-
tion organizations, state and federal agency personnel, commercia
interests, and National Organizationfor River Sports (NORS) rep-
resentatives.

Rich participated in apanel discussionon private boater needs,
addressed the problem d resource scarcity, and the need for dl
river intereststo work together. He urged dl private boatersto
band together to address increasing access restrictions, and other
major obstaclesto the continued growth o paddling. |l

AWA REPRESENT S WHITEWATER
INTERESTSAT RECENT DAM
SAFETY CONFERENCE.

In April, Rich Bowers, AWA ConservationProgram Director,
participated in the 43rd Annua National Water Safety Congress
Seminar in Little Rock, Arkansas. Attendeesincluded approxi-
mately 3001ocal, state, and federal agencies (including the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission and the Army Corpsd Engi-
neers), II.S. Coast Guard representatives, and numerous hydro-
electric developers.

Historically,the Congresshas only addressed traditional - up-
stream recreation such as fishing, swimming and boating opportu-
nities. Rich presented the message that downstream recreation
hasbecomeafact of life. Specifically, Rich spoketo new concerns
associated with high risk sports such as: changesin participant
skill levels, evolution dof safety training methods, and safety consid-
erations (for whitewater, the traditional concerns over alcohol
abuse and missing PFD’s have been largely replaced by advanced
medical trainingand wildernessevacuation techniques - anew de-
gree of commitment for recreationists).

Rich presented to the Water Safety Congressa case history on
liability and safety issues regarding recreation at hydroelectric
projects. Asthisstudy shows,thereisno (AWA) known record of
aboater bringing suit against a hydro operator for either down-
stream recreational flow releases, or from site specific accidents.
Thisstudy describes the growth of whitewater paddling, details
the existing 44 state recreational statutes which offer protection
fromliability (as long asfree accessisguaranteed), examinesthe
assumption of risk doctrineand proof of negligence. Thisstudy
briefly touches on the accessfeeissue, evaluated flow liability,and
warnings.

Copiesd this case study can be obtained from Rich Bowersat
(301) 236-0436. Next year'sWater Safety Congresswill takea
even closer ook at whitewater recreation, with mgjor input from
the AWA. R
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A Paddler's Guide to

Whitewater Preservation

A Grassroots Primer
by TomGhri st opher, Secretary/Director

New England Flow

When | meet other paddlers the conversation often turnsto
river conservationand the protection of whitewater resources.
Mogt boaters are passionate about their favoriteriversand are will-
ing to mount some effort toinsure that they will be preserved.
Thismay not be altogether altruistic; oftenit sternsfrom the self-
ish need for aregular adrenalin fix. But those boaters who develop
atrue commitment to river conservation usually discover that
their education and involvementincreases exponentialywith
time. River conservationisatime consuming processthat is, at
best, abitch mistress. Not surprisingly, most boaters would rather
spend their time surfing awaveor runningaclassfour drop. But,
fortunately, many boaters recognizethat they should make some
contribution to the cause of whitewater conservation.

Frequently boaters tell me that they want to help, but that
they don't know where to start. "What can | do?... What can | con-
tribute?’ they ask.

Mogt established river conservation organizationsalready have
full time professional staff members, or they are manned by a small
cadre d committed volunteers who focustheir energies on specific
projects. Thisdoesnot mean that they care more about the rivers
than the averageboater; perhaps they just have more expertise or
more time to devote to the cause.

But the effortsd these individualsis not enough. Thereis still
acrying need for grass-rootsriver activismal over the country.
Locd paddling clubsand individua boaters can be very effectivein
dealing with access issues and hydropower relicensing. Hereare
sometactical suggestions, born of my experiences, that should
prove useful.

Follow the Legal Notices

Reading the legal noticesis probably the most important step
that any paddler can take in protecting their loca river resources.
Every communityin the United Statesthat is served by a newspa-
per has, near the back o their paper, a section entitled "Lega No-
tices". These contain awealth of information,including foreclo-
sures, estate settlements, construction projectsout for public bid,
and, most importantly, public notification o projectsthat might
endanger the environment. These announcements might, for in-
stance, includethe construction o roads or bridgesthat would al-
ter ariver, the draining of the wetlandsthat constitute ariver's
headwaters, F.E.R.C.applicationsfor hydropower projects, and
the construction o residential or commercia projectsthat would
inevitably becomesourcesd pollution to a river system.

Public Hearings

By reading the legal notices you may discoverthat a public
hearing has been dated by the proponent of a specific project.
The purpose of these meetings is to discusstheimpact that
project will have upon the community and the environment. If you
are concerned about the project, attend these meetingsand be
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prepared to ask alot of questions.

At most of these hearingsthe projects will be presented by
engineersarmed with dlick, fancy presentations featuring al man-
ner of visua aids: graphics, charts and models. Evaluatethese
critically and ask intelligent questions about matters that are not
clear toyou. The promoters may try to glossover subjects that
should be of concern to you. The project's proponents may be well
prepared and have appropriate answers to your questions; but if
they are sketchy or vague, don't let them off the hook. Be pre-
pared to have alengthy discussionif necessary. If they try to di-
vert your attention or change the subject, be suspicious; the
project may be questionable.

If the proponentsd a project say that they need timeto pre-
pare a response to your questions, ask for an extension to the
public hearing process. Do not be bullied into accepting a™done
ded". It isreasonable and customary to ask for additional materi-
asat apublic hearing. Loca governing boards must honor these
requests, especialyif the questions raised are clearly applicableto
the project under consideration. If they do not grant your request
for an extension to the hearing process, you can usualy invoke an
appeal within ten to twenty-onedays, depending on the nature of
the governing board.

Never, never, never raise your voice, lose your temper, or be-
come emotional or threatening at a public hearing! Boardsdo not
respond favorably to this kind of behavior,and it may cause them
torulein favor of your opposition. Thisisespecialy true if you
appear to be unreasonable. Itisbest to present your caseina
cam monotone. Be clear, accurate, authoritative and non-threat-
ening.

The Paper Tal

Asyou make your way through the public hearing process,
make certain that you document in writing al communication
with the project's proponents, the governing boards and politica
figures. Establish ameaningful copy list that includesal o those
who might help you to meet your objectives. Thiscopy list can be
avery effective tool. Sometimesthe information includedin a cor-
respondence will have amore significant and desireable effect on
those on the copy list thanit has on the individua or agency to
whom the origina is sent.

| know of amajor project that would have endangered water
and wildlife resourcesin New England. Althoughthat project was
initially supported by loca politicians,it wasstopped stone cold
dead initstracks by asingleletter written to a state regulatory
agency. Actually,it wasn't the original | etter that went to the
agency that did the trick; it wasthe copiesd theletter that went
to the planning, health and conservation officidsin al the adjoin-
ing communities. These communitieswould have been adversely
effected by the project. Inlessthan six months the project's pro-
ponentswere driven out d town by the very politiciansthat had
initially supported the development, dl because o the pressure
that was being applied to them by their politica counterpartsin
the neighboring communities.

Associations

Establish contact with other groupsand individualsthat share
aninterest in your river.

Loca watershed associationscan provideimportant informa:
tion about a specificriver and its resources. They usually have
maps, USGS data, and other data that may comein handy. They
can be aninvaluablesource o ammunitionthat you can use dur-
ing your presentationsat public meetings. But makesure you get
your facts straight and document your sources. | naccurate infor-

mation can do more damagethan no informationat all, especidly
if it destroysyour credibility. Intelligence gleaned from loca wa-
tershed associationsis usualy accurate and will be respected by
local authorities whenyou cite it.

Regiona conservationauthorities are alsoimportant contacts.
These may includeloca conservation commissions, planning
boards, district water commissions,state land use boardsand
other state authorities that have jurisdictionover river resources.

Get to know these peopleand learn how their authority func-
tions. Delineate what role they will ultimately play in determining
thefate o your favoriteriver. Start by askingquestions. Mogt o
these people will be more than happy to assist you, aslong asyou
are politeand professional. Itistheir jobto remainimpartia and
to servethe publicinterest. Asa whitewater grassroots activist it
isyour responsibility to gather as much informationas possible
and to represent the boating community with dignity and intelli-
gence. By maintaining good relationswith public officia syou will
generate additional sources o informationand support. If you
have a good rapport with these individuals,you can accomplisha
lot whilewerking behind the scenes.

Collegesand universitiescan often provide technical exper-
tise, particularly those that are located within the watershed that
isdf concernto you. Graduate students may belooking for
projectsto help them secure advanced degrees. For instance, bi-
ology graduate students might be interested in water testing or
ecologic monitoring, engineering students might beinterested in
doing hydrologic eval uations, while business and economic stu-
dents might generate information regarding the financia implica-
tionsd a proposed devel opment.

Since many academictypes are pro environment, they may be
willing to donate their professional time and expertise pro-bono.
Infact, asurprising number of boatersare scientists, scholarsor
lawyers. If you cultivatethese acquaintances, they may be of great
assistancein your effortsto protect ariver.

Palitics

It is important to consider the role that local, regiond and
state politicians will play in determining what happens to your
river. | haven't met too many politicians that wouldn't sleep
with Satan's ugly twin sisters, if it meant that they would pick
up two votes come election time.

But there redlly are afew politicianswho genuinely care about
the environmentin general and river conservationin particular. It
isimportant to identify these "guysin white hats" early onand to
let them know who you are and that you will support them, if and
when they need your help.

All politicians, good or bad, are driven by public opinion. So, it
isimportant to keep your political advocates well-informedabout
local riverissues. By armingthem with up to date information you
can help them fight the developersand dam buildersthat would
liketo stea our whitewater and ru n our rivers.

O course most of these commercial interests will have much
more money and time than you to devote to their project. Your po-
litical contacts and clout can help you level this playing field; they
may, in fact, be your last line of defense. No politician will support
aproject if itisgoing to cost him or her an election. It isimportant
to monitor your political contactsat dl timesand to be prepared
to providegentle pressure when necessary.

Likedl o us, paliticianswant to look good and to be heroes. If
they actually do some good along the way, so much the better.
Yau can help make your favorite sonsand daughters heroes by
educating them... by providing them with accurate data and hard
facts. If you make them look good in a conservation battle, you
stand to win big time.



Yau Can Make a Difference

It doesn't take alot of time or expertiseto becomeagrass
rootsriver activist. A lot can be accomplished by working together
with asmall group, using alittle common sense, and understand-
ing the mechanics of the process. Beforelong your knowledgeand
experience will grow; you can be an effective advocate of
whitewater resources, without becoming afull-timeenvironmen-
tal professional.

Timeisa precious commodity. All of uswould rather spend it
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lesswedl dowhat we can, our whitewater resources will diminish
with each passingyear, asmore and mored our riversarelost to
developers, dam buildersand polluters.

The good newsisthat most public hearingsare at night and
most o usdon't paddiein the dark. So keep an eye on those legal
noticesin your paper, and, when the time comes, drag your bud-
diesout o thelocal pool hall and head for meetingsite. Remem-
ber, the river that you save may be your own!

on our favoriteriver than at some boring public hearing. But un-

by Ed E. Lyme

Edbior's Note: Unless otherwdse
staded, ihe views expressed in this ar-
tiels mre thase of the authar and do
not meflect the policies or views of the
AWA

An eight-lane interstate high-
way (known as the “beltway™)
encircles Washington, .C.*
like an poisonous snake pro-

outside. Inside this terrifying in-
fermo, while the rest of the na-
tion looks on in hormor, the
clashing gears of government
slowly grind away.

The world inside the beltway
is a cacophonous Tower of Ba-
bel— inhabited by politicians,
bureaucrats, T.V, news casters,

lobhyists, lawyers, government
contractors, drug addicts, and
special interest groups.

Undeterred by this homrific
seene, and ever alert to any-
thing and everything affecting
whitewater, AWA keeps a close
wabch on events of interest to
whitewnier boaiers.

The following is part of a
continuing series of repons
beamed out from inside the
beltway.

* Standds for Darkness and
Confuskon,
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Tallulah, Gorge... Georogia Power initiates
recreational study... motives questioned.
photo by Ken Wigington

As this article goes 6 press, the mood
among river conservation advocates
inside the Beltway is one of “fading
euphoria’. Hopes were sky high
immediately after the election of one
extremely green politician (Al Gore)
andtheappointment of another (Bruce
Babbhitt) to a key spot. Soon after the
inauguration, the upper echelons of
severd agenciesbecameinfestedwith
card-carrying environmental advocates,
includingsomewho previoudyworked
on river conservation issues, sending
hopes even higher.

Now, most of the new personnel to
be making key decisionsaffectingriv-
ersarefirmly installedin the Depart-
ment o the Interior,the Forest Ser-
vice, the Bureau o Land Manage-
ment, and the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission (FERC). As they
struggletolearntheropes, it isbe-
coming evident that change will not
come so quickly and surely as many
starry-eyed river conservationists had
hoped.
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First of dl, the problemsare much
too complex and the challengesmuch
too daunting to be overcomeby the
appointment o ariver conservationist
here and therein the Federal govern-
ment. Second, in one key agency
(FERC), no river advocateswere ap-
pointed by the new administration. H-
nally, river conservationisway, way
down on Bill Clinton's priority list as
the White House battlesto maintainits
focus on the economy, the deficit, and
jobs.

The best news on appointmentsis
probably Dan Beard. An arch enemy of
subsidiesbenefiting big league western
agribusiness water msens when he
worked for CdiforniaCongressman
George Miller, Beardisnow running
the Bureau o Reclamation (BuReC).
Beard will be atrue culture shock for
the Bureau which hastraditionally ca-
tered to every whim o the "water buf-
faloes'. Among the many itemson the
Bureau's agendaisthe Animas LaPlata
project. Beard's appointment, together
with policy changesinitiated by his
boss, Interior Secretary Bruce Babhit,
and budget constraintsthroughout the
Federal government, should radicdly
reduce the chancesthat thelower
Animas River will be sacrificed to build
a$640,000,000bocondoggle.

In another key appointment, Chuck
Fox, who was running the hydropower
relicensing program for American Riv-
ers, was made special assistant to EPA
Administrator Carol Browner. Fox isin
apositionto helpwith numerouswater
quality issues affecting river ecology as
well as strengthen the hand o States
and EPA in the Clean Water 401 per-
mit which occupiesacritical part of ev-
ery hydroelectricproject licensing pro-
cess.
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Canoeists, kayakersand river con-
servationistsalso occupy other poten-
tialy powerful positionsin government
officesinside the beltway. David
Cottingham (a canoeist) isin the Envi-
ronmental Policy Office o the White
House, Kevin Sweeney (former public
afairsdirector for the PatagoniaCom-
pany) iswith Babhit at Interior,and
Dan Reicher (kayaker and former
NRDC lawyer) isat the Department o
Energy.

FERC APPOINTMENTS
DENOUNCED

On the downsidein the appoint-
mentsgame, despite afierceand re-
lentlesscampaign by river preservation
advocatesto have a pro-environment
type appointed to FERC, no one with
environmental credential smade the fi-
nal cut. Four new FERC Commission-
erswereappointed by President
Clinton and confirmed by the U.S. Sen-
atein early May, but noned thefour
haveany environmental expertise. Few
river advocates agreed with Senate En-
ergy Committee Chairman, Bennett
Johnston when he pronounced the four
appointees, a“Dream Team". All four
appointees, Bill Massey, Don Santa,
James Hoecker, and Vicky Bailey,are
natural gas expertsor utility rate
wonks. None have any knowledged
rivers, recreation, fisheries, or fresh wa
ter ecology,and only one even hasany
backgroundin hydropower.

American Riversdenounced the ap-
pointment of FERC commissioners
without environmental concernsor
knowledge. It signalled that “business
as usual" would continueat the agency.
Inthe aftermath of these appoint-
ments, American Rivers, strongly
backed by AWA, recommended that
the hydropower functionsd FERC be
transferred to an agency which has ex-
pertisein water and environmentd is
sues. Sofar, however, noonein the
Clintonadministration or the Congress
has shown any interest inreorganizing
FERC.

Hydropower interests continueto
fight for an exemptionfromthe
President's BTU energy tax proposal,
but, fortunately, the bill was reported
out d the House tax writing commit-
teeswith no exemptionfor hydro.

Washington's Nisqually River. City of Tacoma
denying access. Photo byRich Bowers

River conservationisthave their fingers
crossed that the existing bill will keep
thetax on hydro, but the hill still hasa
long way to go. The hydroindustry has
been largely blocked by environmental -
istsfrom influencing thislegidationor
other Clinton administration policies.
In aspeech to the National Hy-
dropower Associationin April, former
Senator James McClure admonished
the hydroindustry to become more ac-
tivein politicsand to form coditions
with other groupsonissuesd concern.

BUDGET BATTLES

The budget battlesnow underway
inside the beltway will d so affect many
river recreationists, particularlyin the
west. Legidatiionismoving in both the
House and Senate to impose higher
feeson amost everyone using public
lands, including recreational users.
Free campsiteswiill just about disap-
pear from the nationd forestsandin-
centiveswill be built in for the Park
Serviceand the Forest Serviceto put
more personnel intofee collectionjobs
at parksand forestswhere user fees
are now authorized but not being col-
lected.

New feeswiill d so beimposed on
commercial tour providersin national
parks. Commercid river outfittersare
the only group exempt from these new
fees. Clearly, the commercia river rec-
reationindustry knowsthat it paysto
have agood lobbyistinsidethe
beltway.

PATAGONIA LAUDED

Inarecent effort to influence deci-
sionsinside the beltway affecting riv-
ers, the Patagonia Company d Ventura
Cdlifornia, makersd kayak clothing
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4 and other outdoor wear, announced

that it would be buying advertisements
in Oregon and Maine newspapers, the
New Yok Times, New Y orker magazine
and other magazinesto urgethere-
mova o obsolete damsin Oregon and
Maine. Patagoniasowner, Yvonne
Chouinard, a kayaker and the major
benefactor d American Whitewater's
River Defense Project, considersthe
support o environmental causesto be
an "earth tax", giving something back
to the environment. Since 1984,
Patagoniahas dedicated 1 percent o
itssales (between $120 and $150 mil-
lion) to environmental causes.

RIVER PRESERVATION BILLS
PENDING

Congressman Lary LaRocco’s hill
(HR. 233) toinclude ldaho's North
Fork of the Payettein the nationa wild
and scenic riverssystemistill awaiting
hearings as are Senator McConnell's
hill (S.250) to designate 194 milesd
the Red River downstream o highway
746 and Senator Bingaman's hill
(S.375) to add an additional 12-mile
segment d the main stem d the Rio
Grandein New Mexico.

Three new piecesd legidationhave
been introduced since the last issue d
the Journal. Congressman Mclnnis in-
troduced abill (H.R. 1356) toincludea
portion o the Gunnison River in the
national wild and scenicriverssystem.
The segment would stretch from the
upstream boundary o the Black Can-
yon o the Gunnison Nationa Monu-
ment down to the confluence d the
North Fork d the Gunnison.

Senator Borenintroduced s592 to
provide a 3-year moratorium during
which no damsor other water projects
could be built on riverswhich States
ask to have administrativelydesignated
as Federal wild and scenic riversunder
an obscure provision (section 2(a) (ii))
d the Federal wild and scenicrivers
Act.

Thethird and biggest recent rivers
bill, H.R. 1584, wasintroduced by the
most pro-river politician now in office
anywherein the nation, Nick Rahd| o
West Virginia Rahal's bill would ex-
pand the boundaries o the New River
Gorge National River, expand the
boundariesof the Gauley River Na-
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tional Recreation Area, expand the
boundariesd the Bluestone National
Scenic River, designatean upper seg-
ment d the New River in West Virginia
asawild and scenic river, mandatea
study o the Elk River for wild and sce-
nic status and force the national park
serviceto provide exclusiveprivate
boater accessto the Gauley River at
Woods Ferry on river right.

Rahall’s bill would solve the problem
d illegd private boater accessat Pan-
ther Mountain and Bucklick by moving
private boatersto alega — but less
desirable — location.

The more serious problems associ-
ated with commercial raft access, how-
ever, remain unsolved. Road-building
by commercia raft interestswithin the
boundaries o the Gauley Nationd Rec-
reation Areais continuing unabated.
Two new roadswere built in 1993, one
by ClassVI at Canyon Doorsand one
by ACE at Pure Screaming Hell. Each
d the morethan 20 outfitters now run-
ning the Gauley seemsto feel the need
to protect their accessopportunities

Have You Heard About

The Ultimate

CLASS V
GUIDEBOOK

by building separate roads.

One river conservationist,an origi-
nal member d the Citizensfor Gauley
River, remarked that "when the outfit-
tersfinish with the Gauley, there will
be so many roadsthat the map d the
Nationa Recreation Areawill look like
somebody threw aplated spaghetti at
it

SALT CAVES' DEMISE

Recent river newsfromfar outside
the beltway hasgenerated
someexcitementin the river conserva
tion community. The Oregon court o
Appeashas upheld the State's denial
o aClean Water section 401 permit
for the Salt Caves project on the Kla-
math River. This decision, together
with thefact that the governor d
Washington has asked the Congressto
designate the affected section d the
Klamath a Federal wild and scenic
river suggeststhat the Salt Caves
project is findly on its deathbed.

And Therés More...

renown river runners.
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Ths Book Includes..

- A coast-to-coast parade of extraordinary rivers
- Complete trip logistics and descriptions

- Hilarious misadventures and stunning photos by

A peek at the cutting edge d paddlesport today..!
-Richard Penny, author
The Whitewater Sourcebook

Order today: Send $13.95 * $2 s/h to Swiftwater
Publ i shing @., POBox 3031, Portland, OR 97208
Dealer Inquiries: 503/292-5756

*CATARACT*REVENTAZON*CAL SALMON®AND MOREN*
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/%", RIVERSPORT
|f1 ¥ . 213 Yough Street

"l,:__.!_ -:‘.,;:_;r Confluence. PA 15424
st (814)395-5744

One of the top whitewater schools m the
country Riversport offers a safe yet
challenging experience for first ime beginners
as well as experts

Friendly instructors small classes excellent
equipment and a beautiful nverfront camp
combine to provide the perfect setting for
learning whttewater skills Students are
carefully placed tn small classes according to
skill level paddling Interest and age We

guarantee your satisfaction Ask about bur
special linics and group rates

719-520-1784. 800-779-1784. FAX 719-630-1892.

Kayak Chile

Kayak trips for experts only. with no rafts to wait

for. Run the Bio-Bio while the proposed dams

remain unbuilt. Then go on to the legendary water-

falls of the Fuy and the giant, clear waves of the
Futaleufu. Run more whitewater and see more of
Chile than you can any other way. Call now to
reserve your choice of kayak model and departure
date, and to receive further information and a list
of all past participants, (whohave come from nine
different countries,) so you can confer with some
of them. Sport International,314 N. 20th St.,
Suite 300, Colorado Springs, CO 80904 USA.

«AONYS DIE. X082 SOVL.HONOA NOSINMAD . HINYY LNENE

E leader in whitewater instruction since 1972, MKC
offers highly personal instruction from Beginner to Expert
levels in both kayaking and open canoeing. Located on the
Madawaska River, we provide all the comforts of a vacation
resort. And better yet, our rivers are clean, warm and un-
crowded. Weekend and 5-day courses.

Box 635 Barry's Bay Ontario KOJ 1BO
Summer: (613)756-3620 Winter: (613)594-5268

MADAWANKA KANU CENTRE




A Costa Rican
River Adventure

nSetrk ..
THE LEADING
EORD A

“Mark! You have to
fet your batt down
hiere! e gol &
house, baals, a car,
shultbe drivers... the
works. There are first

by Mark F. While

Above: Siphtseming af e La Par Falls

in the mighty Vanelte

Cruising inio the fown of Sa lsidr in

Ihe mighly Vanatie

descents EVERYWHERE— just wait-
ingfor us. Get down here!"

The distant voice on the phone was
coming from Costa Rica; a West Vir-
ginia-sized country that possibly
cradlesmore whitewater rivers per
square milethan anywhere on earth.
But, sadly, when | received that cal, |
could not respond. At thetimel wasa
destitute student drowning in graduate
school, preparing mysdf for alifed re-
sponsibleconformity.

But theintrigue d paddling the
tropicscontinuedto haunt mefor
nearly adecade. Findly,| persuaded
three d my kayaking comradesto join
me on atrip to Central America. Unfor-
tunately, my Costa Rican connection
had long sincefdleninlove marrieda
Tico (as Costa Ricanscall themselves)
and returned to the States. No longer

AT FRC AN Wil ks v“l:l AR

could | rely upon someone elseto deal
with dl the annoyingdetails.

Wl prior to the date d our depar-
ture, we started to research and plan
our Costa Rican adventure. Theidea,
d course, wasto maximize thetimewe
would spend on the water. But our &f-
fortswere only marginalyfruitful;in
fact, we couldn't even track downa
road map o CostaRica Wefounda
few booksin our locd library that ad-
vised usto get tetanus shotsand not to
lick poisonoustreefrogsin the jungle,
but these were the most helpful snip-
pets d informationwe could glean
fromthem.

And so, with paddlesand insect re-
pellant in hand, we naively stepped off
the plane and scanned the horizonfor
ariver. For ten years| had envisioned
dark, steamy junglesfull d mosquitoes,
centipedes, deadly snakes, fearsome
crocodiles and other vile creatures
waiting to feast on me. But CostaRica
turned out to be a bit more hospitable
than that.




Wi samilered across
thie steeet, renbed a Nissan
Vanette (a smaller cousin
to the LS. mini-wam) and
piledin. This twowheel
drivebox on wheels

hauled us, our perpetually

wet gear and four kayaks

over rugged mountain
roadsthat would have
challenged even the most
macho o monster trucks.
It was only when were-
turned the mighty
Vanette that we bothered
to read the disclaimer,
which warned that taking
the vehicle off the pave-
ment would result in ase-
rious penalty and/or
death! Asaways,igno-
rancewas bliss.

Fortunately,one d our party spoke
fluent Spanish. So, on at least athou-
sand occasions, J&ff (a.k.a. El Hombre)
had to ask aseriesd seemingly stupid
but important questions.

"Where are we? Where does this
road go? Whereistheriver?

Thank God the Ticos were perpetu-
dlyfriendly and eager to help. The
treated uslike eccentric Gringoswith
more money than common sense. Intui-
tive people, those Ticos.

During our travelsin CostaRica, we
eventually collected three sets of road
maps. Thisalowed usto crossrefer-
encetheever nebulousdirections. The
rural roadswere absolutely devoid of
signage, except for those that encour-
aged dl literate adultsto drink Coca
Colaand smoke cigarettes. We chose to
forgo thelatter, but weindulgedin
plenty o theformer... mixed with dark
rum at theend o our finedayson the
rivers.

Becausethere are no road signs
and because several villagesin one area
may be known by the same name, the
MultipleMgp Navigationa Systemis
recommendedto al Central American
River Seekers. But when it comesto
traveling about in the crowded, chaotic
capitol city d San Jose, mapswill do
you no good. Only alot d luck and a
Damn the Torpedoesattitude will alow
oneto survivethe mazed confused
streets and kamikaze drivers.

was even more heavenly.
Theriverliesnestledina
deep gorgethat iscovered
withlush, almost impen-
etrablefoliage. Exotic
trees dangled over the
emerald pools, dangling
thirsty vinesmorethan a
hundred feet into the wa
ter.

The Lower Pacuare
offered another 16 miles
o tropical ecstasy. The
150foot Heucas Falswas
just one o adozenthat
spilledinto the river from
the surrounding jungle,
while azure butterfliesas
big as blackbirdslazily
fluttered amidst the or-
chidsand other exotic

Mark White negotiates the Rio Chippiro

Los Rion

Practically every river we paddled
merited a Two Thumbs Up/ Five Star
Rating. Consider, for example, the Up-
per Pacuare. Theguide book sug-
gested that only the most skilled and
determined paddlersshould attempt
thisrun. Numerous unemployed raft
guides, who had never actually seen
thissegment d theriver, warned us o
“certain death". One kayak guidefrom
West Virginiatold tales o mega-por-
tagesand gut wrenching waterfalls.

Oned our party was so discon-
certed by these admonitionsthat he
decided to forgo ther un. Instead he
spent the day asa"guest instructor”in
aloca one room schoolhouse, discuss-
ing life in the good old Estados Unidos.
His pupilswere quite surprised and
disappointed to learn that Batmanisa
fictional character.

Meanwhde, we discovered a pris-
tine, boulder filled river that featured
perfect "read and run" ClassIV and V
rapids. Thewarm, green water
tumbled over afew Class V+ drops,
which we found to be challenging, but
manageable. The Upper Pacuarewas
reminiscent d many d theriversin
Cdifornias Northern Sierras.. but it
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blooms.

We spotted several local fisherman
crossing a hanging footbridgethat re-
minded us o the onein IndianaJones.
They beckoned us over to the
riverbank so that they could inspect
our plastic boatsand graphite paddles.
They seemed perplexed by our willing-
nessto triflewith the river— one
which they regard as physically and
spiritually dangerous.

Near theend o the Lower Pacuare,
wefloated through oned theworld's
most spectacular canyons. In avewe
reclined in our boats, trying to absorb
the absol ute beauty and perfect purity
d theplace. Andthen, likeacold dap
in the face, we saw the cablesand drill-
ing platforms... scars from the feasibil -
ity studiesfor a proposed 267 meter
hydroelectricdam. If this project
comesto fruition the world class
whitewater o the Lower Pacuarewill
be drowned, along with Indian villages,
waterfallsand rare tropica wildlife
habitat. Adding insultto injury isthe
fact that the power generated will be
sold to users outside CostaRica

Theenormousvariety d wildifein
CodaRicafascinated us. On atypicd
run we spotted Jesus Christ lizards, pre-
historic iguanas, river ottersand tropical
birdsd every hueand shade. | had one
disappointment,however. | had hoped
to see monkeysfrolicking in the forest
canopy, but had to settlefor asingle pa
thetic road kill near the Rio Sucio.
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Like many kayakers, for yearsl've
been telling my loved onesthat my
sport o choiceisn't redly al that dan-
gerous.

"Driving posesmored athreat.
Honest!"

Wi, in CostaRica, that statement
isanything but an exaggeration! The
winding mountain roadsare steep, nar-
row and garnished with bottomless
potholesand overloaded produce
trucks. A rapid on the Reventazon
River bearsthe moniker "Land of a
Thousand Holes', but the name more
accurately describesmost one mile
sectionsd Costa Rican highway.

Once behind the wheel CostaRican
driversdevel oped an enchantment
with death. Overcrowded busses
blithely passed speeding bananatrucks
whichwere, inturn, passing four petri-
fied American paddlersin aVanette.
All thison ablind curve!

Near head on collisons seemed to
bean everydayfact o lifeand were ca-
sudly shrugged off. Theroadsides
werefestooned withtiny shrinesand
crossesthat eulogized Ticoswho per-
ished while in theline d driving.

The Delunge of the
Bolo Fisl

Near theend d our tropical
whitewater adventure we camped at
the headwaters o the Sarapaqui
River. That night a constant barraged
raindrops pummeled our tents. It was
till raining in the morning when we
loaded up on rice and beans. It contin-
ued to rain aswe made our way to the
put-in.

Oncethere, wetook shelter from
thetorrent under the hatchback o the
trusty Vanette. We scanned the sky;
there seemed to be no end to the del-
uge. Al around usthe saturated jungle
was pumping carrot colored tributaries
into the Sarapaqui. Inthe twenty min-
utesit took to unload our gear the d-
ready swollen river rose another two
meters.

Needless to say, there was some
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concern about the effect this extraflow
might have on the 135 feet/mile river.
But, after dl, werenot we men o the
West? Had we not ridden the Big Wa
ters before?

And so, buoyed by the Force d the
Leaping Bobo Fish (a supernatural
charmwe had acquired earlier in the
trip), we shunned the prudent option
and hit thewater.

Sliding our boatsinto this tremen-
dous current waslike jumping onto a
moving freight train. Thundering holes
and exploding haystackswhirred by as
we rode thistwo hour, fifteenmile
classIlI and IV ralliclungroller coaster.

Welocated the take-out entirely by
chance; but once again, the Bobo Fish
led usto good and wondrousthings.
Jeff spied a cluster o thatched roofs,
so we eddied out to accessour loca
tion. Thesimplehutswere actually
part o arespectablehotel. And, there
was a bus stop located conveniently
just acrossthe street.

We hauled our kayaksont the hotel
grounds, shed our paddling gear in
front d the bewildered guests, and re-
tired to the verandafor chilled
cervezas and a seven course meal.
During our feeding frenzy we watched
thelocd residents- iguanas, toucans,
goldentailsand iridescent humming-
birds- gomg about their tropical busi-
ness. Then, as Jeff shuttled by bus, the
rest o uslounged away the afternoon,
sipping sweet black coffeein the
shade. Suchisapadder'slifein Costa
Rica

Jest Do 2

CostaRicaisa paddler'sparadise
for boaters o dl abilitiesand levelsd
experience. Accommodations and food
aregood and very inexpensive by
gringo standards. Even nearly impov-
erished river burnsfromthe Statesrise
into alofty socioeconomicclass once
withinthe bordersd CostaRica.

The best time for whitewater pad-
dling in mid-October through late No-
vember. Flowsare dependableduring
thistimeand thereisrelativelylittle
rain. General vacationing, bird watch-
ing, volcano viewing, beach combing,
surfingand, dare | say it, flatwater ca-
noemg can be successfully accom-
plished year round.

Beforeleavingfor CostaRicacal
the definitivewhitewater outfitter, Rio



Tropicales, at 011 (506) 33-6455. Thiy

rent all forms of nver crafl, armange
Fubdes (i needied ), makoe fiole] ar-
rangements and generally do every-
thing necessary bo hedp gringo paddlers
along. Il Kios &5 rented out,
Costaricaraft at 011 (506) 25-30939 and
Costa Rica Expeditions at 011 (506)
57-0760 offer gukded ralt trips on many
clasg [1-IV rivers.

Laft page fop fo botiam: Mark While
Paying in the Chachalaca hole - R
Ganeral Surfing he Chachalaca Hola
o the Ao Genaral Mark While running
Lava Cantral

Pholp by Jaff Mactariana; Ly Meyars
tackies Costa Rica's nmed Lippev
Pacuare Abover Padiaiing & Ceuba Inge
dugoul cance on the Rio General - hay
Erack wil but calch adgies paorly

De Yo Pant

Thee world does not have enough
high-end whitewater runs which flow
though verdant, virgin rain forests, Re-
pardless of U locathon, enlightened
whitewater boaters need fo do every-
thing possibde 1o assure thelr preserva-
Hon.

Thie Costa Rican Association for the

Protection of Rivers is a non-profit

Eroup promoting , ENVirGmen-
ta]hrmnpﬂiﬂemﬂsmmhmhlulﬂr
natives Lo destrictive projects like the
one at the Pacuare/ Dos Montanas
Gorga.

For more information on bow you
can help, write to CHEAPR, Apdo
4B00-1000, San Jose, Costa Rlea, Coen-
tral America. Or go right to the top by
writing tor President Oscar Arias, p.o.
hox 283-2100, Zapato, Costa Rica il

1993: Our 29th year under the same ownership & management

Mokawk Carnoes

QUALITY, DURABILITY AND PERFORMANCE

- MOHAWK'S NEW VIPERS F

WINNER 1992 OPEN CANOENATIONALS
Men's Short Boat Slalom Royalex Class.

Two high performance whitewater playboats that experts will love, but
forgiving enough for many novices to paddle. Extremely dry, quick to

accelerate, superb maneuverability and beautiful styling. Steep creeks,
big water, side-surfing, tight technical rivers - THESE BOATS DO IT ALL.

NOTED PADDLERS CHOOSE VIPERS!!
"The Viper 11 has greater control, better acceleration and gets me
into smaller eddies than any boat I've ever paddled.”’
— David "*Psycho™ Simpson (Steep Creek Pioneer)

"The most agile playboat |'ve ever paddled. " MODEL LENGTH  BEAM DEPTH APPROX. WT.
— Jeff Richards (Winner 1992 Ocoee Rodeo) VAR 11 116" 26.25 15.50 “
OUTFITTING BUILT AND e A -
DESIGNEDBY FRANK HUBBARD 13 133" ” e =
e Thigh Straps e Lacing Kits e Saddles e Knee Pads 14 3 oy 15'5 P
— Now Available In Kit Form — - ' «

Separately or Factory Installed in Mohawk Whitewater Playboats XL15 154" 3B 155

Nokhawk Canoes
. 963N Hwy. 427, Longwood, FL 32750, (407) 834-3233, Fax (407) 834-0292
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In areas where we do not

have dealers, we will ship
Royalex canoes direct
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| Completeyour whitewater library withan AWA publication |

AWA NationwideWhitewater | nventory River sat Risk—The Concerned Citizens
~ Edited by Pope Barrow, $15 beak/57 disk ($2.90 postage) Guide to Hydr opower
r?a?ivclaievsilcl:lseu ngd every whitewater river ByJohn D. Escheverria, Pope Barrow and Richard

«River mapsfor all US rivers | I;g;sa-gcec))llma cloth $29.95/paper $17.95 ($2.90
~Includesmileage, accesspoints, ratings e A study d whitewater'smost seriousthreat
TheRiversof Chile AWA Safety Codes

_ ByLarsHolbek, $5 ($1 postage) 1-99 $.25; 100-199 $.20; over 200 §.15
* A guideto morethan 20 Chileanrivers eThe original criteriadt boatingsafety

Send paymentto AWA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464

ammbiline.

It’s not how good you paddle... it’s how good you look!

HIRTS (WORLD WHITEWATER
EHAT: RODEO  CHAMPIONSHIPS

PATCHES [ o TR
DECALS [ -
POSTERS [ ' s T
LICENSES _ —

THEL e titad

i

AWA T-shirts avadlable b ML XL anless noted (postape $200 ap o 2 shirts)
B AWA Logoc $10 55; 21250 L5 (55 in M & |.-:.-||.|:.'_|
B The Wilder the Better: 810 55; $12.650 15
B Bold Look: Chlosseonit LS Medium only 83
B Super Heavy, Super Sixed T-shirts (ML XL)
Naw Logo, SS only, Grapeor Forest $15
AWA River Cgps $10 (postage$l)
AWA LicensePlate Frames $5 (postage$l)
AWA Embroidered Petches: $2
AWA Warerprodd Decals: $.50

Rl Wiorkd I-'|'|.I.|'II|m l|l.:\!|||| Postees 55 | sl LA FE}STAGE |




First made for video boat River |
in Australiain 1986, the has

been built and & power-tested ever since. A l
great way for an experienced river runner tof
introduce a novice to GOOD water! They are
stable yet responsive in big H,O & fast in flat-
water. Two experienced paddlers can stretch

-their limits...hole punching and-t
wave surfing!

We are committed to
the premise that "heavy

L, C uty” does not mean

SHREDDER rolls
up into a compact
8" x 28"! The cross
tubes & raised floor
eliminate the need for
a bulky frame. Have
been used as guide
? boats on raft & ducky
trips...made entirely in
Pennsylvania.......98%

1
i
I|I.|'

domestic content!

STANDARD FEATURES..... a— -
++ floor == D-rings = rope

*= splash screen = foot stirrups

___gHREDDERS - RAFTS

STANDARD MODEL SPECS.....  MATERIALS + ACCESSORIES
* length = 122"« color = black
* width = 58" * weight =35 -54 Ibs
* tube diameters available = 185", 2o, 21"
 neoprene/nylon ASK FOR TONY

PRICES RANGE FROM $980.00 & UP
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t would only takefive seconds,
but I'd be thinking about it al
summer.

Late June. Cool mountainevening
with the light filtering through
Whiteoak Fals,thelast cascade before
Whiteoak Creek dropsinto the upper
NantahaaRiver in western North
Carolina. The creek wasonly two kay-
akswide, yet it featured the kind o wa
terfal that touristsstop to photograph.

Thefalsdropped forty feet, amost
vertically,in two broken, snarly tiers.
Mog o the water went left, piled
against the dark cliff wall in a startling
dide, then continuedthefird twenty
feet to the shalow bottom pool. The
right side was rocky, scrappy and more
difficult,with littleflowfor paddling.

"A diff lubed withwater," afriend
had calledit. Until recently the pad-
dlersin the area had |ooked, but never
attempted it. There were demons.
Death. Paralyss. Enoughto keep
most everyone's boatson their cars.

But waterfallshave dways pulled
at powerful depthsinthe human
psyche. Early Americanlandscape
painters never tired d painting Niagara
Falls,and the Japanese dways had
those thin ribbonsd water hanging
from diffsin Sumi paintings. Lao-Tse
talksof waterfallsas manifestationsof
the Tao, and the poet William Carlos
Williams comparesthefallson the
Passaic River to a man's passion.

For years Whiteoak Fallsseemed
the powerful embodunent of the men-
tal, physical and spiritua limitsd pad-
dlingin our small comer o North Caro-
lina. The edged our paddling world.

Then, inthewinter o '89, alocd
expert ranit successfully. Suddenly,
likethe breaking o the four minute
mile, others started serioudly asking
themselvesif they could do it too. Fi-
naly, one eveningin late June, two
friends, John and Jeff, headed up to
Whiteoak Fallsgiveit their best.

There werefour o uswho went
dongto watch. We clambered over the
wet rocksas John and Jeff paddlied
dowly down the creek and pulled their
boats onto the shore in the calm pooal,
overhung with rhododendron, just
abovethefdls. They paused and
stood, looking down. It waslikeanim-
agefromafilm.

Quiet. Almogt dow motion.

"We could see someone die today,"”
I remember another friend whispering.

John and Jeff were both experts,
two o the best paddlersin the east.
They had rolled the dice many times
and, at worst, come up withonly afew
scrapes, cutsand bruises. They were
the equivalentd Ted Williamspoised
just out o the path o a hundred mile
an hour fast bal, O.J. Simpson crashing
toward a hugelineman, or, inameta:
phor | prefer, St. George facing off
against the dragon.

| knew that John did not consider
therun overly risky. Earlier,he had
explained to me how he had madethe
decisionto run Whiteoak. He was
twenty-eight and had been raft guiding
on the ChatoogaRiver since he was
twelve. Sixteenyearsspent on difficult
rivers. There were somethingsthat
these yearsd paddling told hi mhe
could control. First, he knew that
Whiteoak had been run before by an-
other expert boater. Second, John
knew that he could make dl the par-
ticular moves. For John, these were
the rational elementsin hisdecision.

But he admitted that there wereir-
rational elementsaswell...foodfor the
demons. Who you were with, how you
felt and whether you wereafraidto die.
These three elements, dong with the
two rational ones, could determinethe
outcomed this, or any other, difficult
paddling challenge.

My other friend, Jeff, was just out
o college. His experiencedid not go as
deeply as John's, but he seemed to lead
the charmed life d theyoung. | had
watched him tacklea difficult stretch
of water once. He bounced smoothly
past dl the holes, like a puppy. Hewas
knownfor paddling old, used boats
that he'd pick up for practically noth-
ing. For Whiteoak he had chosento
borrow an old Hydra Dragonfly,a de-
sign most would consider too long for
waterfall jumping.

John and Jeff worked their way
down the diff face and stood with us,
chartingtheir routes. John decided to
take the more rocky right side, pointing
to the exact spot on the shalow, water
covered ledge where he intended to
land after theinitid twenty foot drop.
His hand fluttered past that spot and
continued to describe hisroute to the
poal at the very bottom. It looked im-
possibleto me.

Onewrong move on the approach
and he faced what he acknowledgedto
bethegreatest risk d thiskind df pad-
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dling, a “high impact injury”, onewhich
couldlead to acompressedvertebral
disk or broken ankles.

Jeff said he would choosethe left
route, the sidewherethe water piled
up against the diff.

A friend d mine had taken hisboat
to thetop of Whiteoak Fal several days
before and pushed it off, curiousto see
which route it would follow. It had
goneleft and disappeared at the bot-
tom.

John and Jeff started back up toward
their boats. Steve Liebig, another friend
who wasaong, headed down to the
bottom of the waterfall to set safety.

He was silent and seriousas he worked
his mmm over the rocksin hisTevas. car-
wing it}

I stayed still.  Looking up at
Whiteoak Falls, 1 thought of Jesus
and Buddha.

Cf thegreat religious traditionsthat
maintain that we learn fromthe
journey, the hardship, the dragonsand
devils that we meet dongtheway. The
supreme paradox... in order togain
your life, you must loseit.

Above me, twenty feet closer to
heaven, weretwo friendsin kayaksget-
ting ready to drop over a big diff pad-
ded with about a hundred fire hydrants
worthd water.

John went preciselywhere he said
hewould go. It took fiveseconds. We
watched asthe Noah Jeti he paddled
came down thel€eft side, hit hard in the
first shallow pool, corrected dightly,
and took the second drop. From where
| stood | could tell that it had ended
successfully by the look on Steve'sface
below. Hesmiled and held histhrow
rope highin aritual sign. For John, this
dragonwas dead.

Jeff watched and waited. Findly,
he shook his head.

"Noat this home boy," he said.

We dl turned and walked away, as-
suming that he would shoulder his boat
and head up the path to the county
road. Minuteslater, aswe piledinto
the cars, Jeff paddied out the bottom o
Whiteoak Creek, thenosed his Hydra
crushed by theimpact at the base d
thefdls.

He wasn't hurt. The young buck
had called upon dl his magic charm,
confronting his dragon alone.
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Conguering California’s

Canyon Creek

Wanted: Experienced CGlass V
Kayakers...Must Be Able to Interpret
Aerial Photographs...

by Mike Feniress
photos by Walt Garms

irst descent mania

swept through

Cdiforniadur

ing the late seventiesand

early eighties. Dung that memo-
rebleeranearlydl o the
whitewater runsthat "rationa"
boaterswould consider "reason-
able’ were explored. Only afew
virgin runs remained and it
seemed that most d these posed
difficult logistica problems
Nonetheless, with the assistance
d histrusty Piper Comanche, my
paddling buddy, Wt Garms, ill
managesto come up with

unsullied challenges.

When he discoversone, the conver-
sation usualy startslike this.

Walt: "Found a run you might bein-
terested in."

Me "Oh,yeah. Whereisit?Inthe
Sierras? North or South?"

wat: “Ummm... Can't seemtore-
member...."

Yau see, Wdt and | are good
friends, but he's real wary d those
sneaky first descent banditsthat lurk on
our paddling frontier. So the detailsare

never revealed until | commit myself,
agreeingto rendezvousat some conve-
nient airfield, and swear to absolute se-
crecy.

Soit wasin May, two springsago. |
picked up Walt, hiskayak and his break-
down motorcycleat the Davisairport.
Being clever, Wdt has cut hislittle
Yamaha framein two, so he canfit itinto
hisplane. He reassemblesit by bolting

- the two halvestogether. Wat dsore-
{ movesthe passenger seats from hisplane
+—when he prefers the company o his

kayak.

From Daviswe drove up into the Si-
errastoward our target for the day, Can-
yon Creek.

Canyon Creek isa tributary o the
North Yuba River, entering below High-

.. way 49. Thelower section d the North

Yubaisinfrequently paddied, because,

L not far below Highway 49, it emptiesinto
the New BullardsBar Reservoir. Thisne-
7 cessitates paddling severa milesof flat

water to reach atake-out. Asaconse-

11 quence, few boaters even know that Can-

yon Creek exists.

In the first light of morning | peered
out d the comfort d my van to see Walt's
dleeping bag encrusted with frost. Ice

Ll crystals, disodged by the brisk windfrom
i the pinestowering above, sparkled in the
- ar. They wereilluminated by the only

raysd the sun we wereto seethat day.
By the time | had kicked Walt awake, the
sun was obscured by the lowering clouds.
And so we set out to complete our first
task o the day- finding the take-out.

It wasn't long before we discovered
thefirst hitchin our plan. The road that
WAt had spotted during hisaeria recon-
nai ssancewas too steep and muddy for
my Toyotavan. And, even though Walt
assured me that he would be ableto lo-
cate the take-out fromthe level o the

river... after all, he was only going 180

| milesan hour when he flew by it..., I in-

sisted that we hike in a confirm its exist-
ence. It was6am. when we started this
1500foot descent to theriver. (Yes we
had an altitude watch.)

When we had confirmed the location
of our "finishline”, we hiked back up to
the van, stashed Walt's motorcycleand
initiated phase I1... finding the put-in.

After an hour of bouncingalong
badly eroded logging roads, we discov-
ered the next hitchin our plan. The
road to the put-in was covered with
snow. So wasthe next alternate route.
Wefinaly located another road that tra-
versed high above Canyon Creek, but the
steep mountainwal precluded usfrom
seeing the river itself.

Already two precioushours had
passed and we il didn't know if their
was adequate water to make the run. F-
nally, we elected to bushwack 800 feet
downto the level of the water without
our boats to evaluatethe flow.

To our delight, we were beckoned by
500 cfsdf cold, clear water pouring over
agorgeousriver bed. Enthused, we
scrambled back up the mountainto the
van and untied our boats.

At this point I've got to tell you
that Wat and | are not exactly neophytes
to exploratory boating. But, beforewe
started back down the mountain, we
both admitted to some seriousforebod-
ing. We were facing ten milesand 1850
vertical feet of Canyon Creek and three
additional miles d the North Y uba We
knew from the toposthat several miles at
the beginning and in the middle of Can-
yon Creek featured a relatively low gradi-
ent. But that meant that each o the
other two segmentsof therun would
challengeus with gradients of more than
200 feet per mile.

But Wt assured me that from the

cockpit of hisplane, the creek looked



nine soli

hit the first gorge. Taking the lead, |
promptly back-endered in the serpen-
tine approach and flushed upside down
under a three foot thick Ponderosa Pine
that wasjammed acrossthesli

¢ chasm. | managed aroll just i three, wg-
stream o what would inevitally
have been apin acrossa
rocky channel, one that
terminated with along,
nasty undercut.

1 | boltedinto the last
chance eddy and climbed
out of my kayak to collect
mysdlf. Meanwhile, Wdt was
having problemsdf his own,

| spinning around while trying

| toavoid my dubiousroute. Bi
managed to take out abovethe
tree, then he crawled out onto

| thelog toseeif | wasokay.

We portaged the remainder
of this chasm and, after thisrude

| awakening, we proceeded with a
heightened sense of urgency and
caution. We encountered one class
V and VI rapid after another. One
thing about Canyon Creek soon became
painfully clear: it was out to get us! The
rapidswere steep, very technical, and
there werealot of rocksindl the wrong
places.

Many d the drops were blind and we
had to scout constantly. It wasvery cold,
s0 we movedasquickly aspossible. By

| mid-afternoonwe reached an easy sec-
tion; we knew then that we were about
hdf way. Only 900 more vertical feet to
descend!

We pushed on, stopping to wolf down
Powerbarsand gorp only a couple of
timeswhile portaging. Mogt of carries
were made at river level,but on three
occasionswe had to climb up, traverse
along a gorge, then belay one another
and our boats back down the river level
using our throw ropes. Sometimesthe
effort that a portage would require and
the hazardsinvolved seemed to out-
weigh the risk of runningarapid, so we
would just grit our teeth and paddle on.
This"no gorge" run of Wat's sure
seemed to havealot of gorgesto me.

We were franticaly racing against
the impendmg darkness, determined to

We paddied a couple of miles of de- - ary boain ,we reached the confluence
—Tightful, yet powerful, classTV beforewe™

~d Canyon Creek with the North Yuba,

We estimated that we made about
twenty portages. It wasalmost dark.
Canyon Creek maintainedits

nasty demeanor to the

Canyon Creek as scouted
by plane - certainly looks
innocent enough from this pers
California River - 'Pioneer Mike
FentressPhotos by Walt Garms

| But we had traversed an incredibly

- beautiful and remote wild place. The
only signsaf human encroachment had

| been afew trailsand stashes used by

gold miners.

At its confluence with the North
Y uba, Canyon Creek appeared to have
about 700 cfs. The North Yubamore

| than doubled in size thanks to Canyon

Creek's contribution.
We quickly paddled the remaining
three milesto the side stream that

| marked our take-out. Now it wasredlly

dark; | mean absolutely dark. Luckily,
Walt has better night vision than me,

| and after we crashed up the dimy creek

bed for a coupledf hundred yards, he

| spotted the road. We shouldered our

boatsand began the two mile, 1500 ver-

| tical foot climb out o the canyon.

We did okay for the first hdf mile,

. but then wewere reduced to counting
~ steps. Everyfive hundred feet or so we

i

would drop our boatsand rest. By the

time we were hdf way up the mountains +

pm___ll

-~ over 1850 feet through two segments of
i~ classV and VI whitewater. Either of
+  these segments aone would normally

have taken a day to paddlie. We had
been scrambling for about 18 hours on
Powerbarsand acoupleof handfulsof ==
orp. l
J F?\lcw it was midnight. Andwestill
had to negotiate the-shuttle.
Now, Wt and 1 are both well

||T educated arit reputedly bright, but |

still can't figure out why we had
stashed Walt's clothes and the two
motorcycle halvesin three differ-
ent places. But consideringthe
coursed the day, it cameasno
surprise to me that it took usan
hour tofind al the piecesin the
sub-freezing gale. Since Walt
was the only one astute
enough to stash dry clothes,
he had to do the shuttle. Even so,
e wasn't adequately dressed; his
hands were covered with wet under-
wear and baggies. His parting words
as hepulled away were less than en-
couraging.

"I hopel canfind the van," he mut-
tered dubioudly. |

Once he was gone there was nothing
for meto do but to build a roaringfire.
Eventualy | drifted off to sleep, but my
dumber was arestlessone. | wasworried |
about Walt. | had just about given up on
him, but ,at 2:30 am., he cameradllingin.
When | opened the door d the van; | dis-
covered that he wastill so cold that he
was shivering from head to toe.

When | finally dropped Walt of at his
plane, | thanked him for what seemed to
have been awesk o boating. Infact it
had been asingleday.

But Canyon Creek wasn't finished
with usyet. About three weeks|ater dl
the skin peeled df pdmsd our hands,a
delayed reactionto-our exposure.

Dont get me wrong. My purposefor
writing this story is not to encourage any
one to attempt Canyon Creek. In retro-
spect it seemsto methat the dangers
and hardships greatly outweigh the ben
efits.

Ny adviceisthis. If you want to sell
. Cawyon Giﬂﬁiakaiﬂlﬁ .1.. !

i dmf s ||I-|..||




The BUA Nationd Paddling Film Festival

presents
The Gauley Festival
Whltewater Video Show
Stop by the Pavilion and see the winners of the 10th Annual National
Paddling Film Festival. And some of our favorites from past Film Festivals.
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EDIDNT SETOUT TO
¢reate the ultimate kayak GChiod

It 7@ happened Originally our

_intent_was 1o create the ulumale

W W mikleines ket Liysld =i
something we did 7t for fun So much fun. infact.
we now Il the Fiesl [SEEINEEE program avail-
ahlc Everything w fisl Class

Our physical plant o of 40 acres completely
surrounded hy EEIEREES Private ponds ToF mmstemc:
o, private beaches and 4 of a mile TF private nver
front on iRE emerald green Califorma Safmion River
arc all located on the property

Our mEmmmmm are well-known experts. mur cquip-
ment the best [ERENNINEN hv Perception) and s
lodge boasts numerous BRSNS \ncluding a spa-
cious hot tub and Sauna and private decks Bl i
each mmmm Our icaching techmique sresses Salery.
the proper stroke and an casy-to-learn “roll™
formula

We are dedicated m making fiis ome of the great

vacation expenences of vour hie TOTOT TSR
available Perwnal size classes Beginning. Inter-
mediate, Advanced

TTER BAR LODGE
B e RETRNTRTR S H O 01 :

e —

FORKS OF SALMON, CALIFORNIA 96031

(916) 462-4772

CLINCH RIVER
PADDLE CO.

CUsSTOM
pADDLES
AL
REPAIAS

[d Wavesports

[ Glitter Lids Helmets

D Extrasports
Lifejackets

3 Kokatat Drysuits
&Pile

OrRapidstyle Paddiing
ackets

LENOIR CITY, TN. 3 i I U\X/HITEWATER, | N C . =
(615) 986-9387 5 )
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE BRO 1692 Second Street Pike ® RICthI'O, PA 18954 ¢ 215-598-3669
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PADDLE & PACK

The Ultimate Hauakmu EIHEI’IEI‘IEE

OUTFITTERS
pply kay LRIF LAl
food, accommodatlon tents
1 -B00- THE-5455

and transport within

ava !IEH[![E ] PRISTIME WILDERMESS ... " PNP Padded Thigh Straps  $28.95
44 ———Ppddle the untamed torrents— PNP ABS Grunch Kit $27.50
T, experienced_ - amongpristineWorldHeritage PNP 3/4 1n. Knee Pads pr $5.95

paddlers! rainforest, somed the most CANOE'NG

isolated and inaccessible

whilewaler onearth____ KAYAKING
BACKPACKING

2 . = Contact ustoday tolearn
Be among thefirst to paddi€™  moreabout thiswild and wet Extensive product line featuring
theraging whitewater of tropical holiday of alifetime! Mohawk, Mad River, Infinity,
tropical North Queensland. Extrasport, Norse, Sawyer,
More exhilarating Bob Foote, Eureka, Technica,

whitewater than you would For completedetails, contact: and many more.
nor.mal ly experienceinone EXPLORE KAYAK
entire season! ) E}??ll%ngga}:g; ﬁ ‘Free Shipping Most orders
d g See cataloa for details

WO FREETING COMDITIONS . Fax 6170322248 : -
Leavethefreezingwinters Egrmﬁﬁg%a}‘u”g?dla Call or write for catalog
and icy watersdf the | Caims | PADDLE & PACK
northern hemisphere behind
- no wetsuits or paddling .#1 1 OUTF|TTERS, INC.
cags required herein tropical '!" 1.5:'.1'! P.O. Box 50299
North Queensland. Nashville, TN 37205

DI A T . ANDY) . A TTIT 1-800-786-5565

Don't be sticky...

Let $20 find ahole in your pocke® *;

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
ship fee is funneled directly into our effective
river conservation actions. Plus--every
member receives a bi-monthly subscription
to American Whitewater,..the best semi-
professional whitewater magazine in the world! >~ _

Join the AWA today and receive American Whltewater at home

Yes, | want to jointhe AWA and receivea subscription to American Whitewater. I've enclosed my tax-deductible
contribution of $20.00 ($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to help conserve our whitewater resources and promote river safety.

L

Theikd

Addres
I would liketo make an additional contributionto AWA'’s Whitewater Defense Project asindicated below.

AWA membership dues ] ] o
WDP contribution How would you like your Optional contribution used?

Total amount.......c..ccccccenee. . Conservation (including Hydroand Accessissues)______
Safety
| would beinterested in working asan AWA volunteer.

Remember - you can contribute to the AWA conservati on program through the Combined Federal Campaign, CFC #0839

NSNS SN E RN

EEEpEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

55, Phoemieia, NY 12464

Aanl o

AWA 170D ||||

EEEEEFEEEEEEEEEE FEE S s EEESEETEEEEE
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Guidelines for Gontributors

The editorial staff of American Whitewater carefully reviewsdl

pieces.

Articlesshouldfit our established for-
mat; that is, they should be styligtically pat-
tered tofit into our Features, AWA Briefs,
Conservation Currents, Safety Lines, Big
Swimsor End Notes sections. Exceptional
photographsand whitewater cartoonsare
also welcomed.

If possiblearticlesshould be submitted
using Wordperfect5.0 ona51/4" single
sidedflexible disc. Please use the standard
Wordperfectdefault settings; do not alter
the margin or spacing parameters. Send a
printed copy of the articleaswell.

Thosewithout access to aword pro-
cessor may submit their articles neatly
typed and doubl e spaced.

Photosshould be submitted in the
formof color or black and white prints.
Keep your originalsand send us duplicates
if possible; we can not guarantee the safe
return o your pictures. If youwant usto
return your pictures, include a sdf ad-
dressed stamped envelope with your sub-

material submitted for publication. We are particularlyinter ested
in receiving full length featur e articles, conservation and club news,
articlespertainingto whitewater safety and short, humorous

mission. If you have dides,itisbest to
have printsmade and to mail these instead.
Because we publishin black and white,
photoswith alot of contrast work best.

American Whiteweater Feature articles
should relate to some aspect of whitewater
boating. Please do not submit articles per-
tainingto seakayaking or flatwater. The
best features have a definite slant... or
theme. They are not merely chronological
recountingsd river trips.

Open the story with an eye catching
lead, perhaps by tellingan interesting an-
ecdote. Didogueshould be usedto
heighten the reader'sinterest. Don't just
tell usabout theriver... tell usabout the
people on the river... develop them as char-
acters. Feature articlesshould not be writ-
teninthestyled alocal club newsletter.

If you are writingabout a commonly
paddled river, your story should be told
froma unique perspective. Articlesabout
difficult,infrequently paddied or exatic riv-

ersare given special consideration. Fea
turestories do not have to be about a spe-
cificriver. Articlesabout paddling tech-
niques, the river environment and river per-
sonalitiesare also accepted. Piecesthatin-
corporate humor are especidly welcome.

Dont be afraid to let your personality
shine through and don't be afraid to pokea
littlef un at yourself... and your paddling
partners.

Profanity should be used only whenit is
absolutely necessary to effectivelytell a
story; itisnot our intent to intentionally of-
fend our more sensitivemembers and read-
ers.

Please check dl facts carefully, particu-
larly those regardingindividual s,govern-
ment agenciesand corporationsinvolvedin
river accessand environmental matters.
Yau are legdly responsiblefor the accuracy
o such material. Make sure names are
spelled correctly and river gradients and
distances are correctly calcul ated.

Articleswill be edited at the discretion
o the editorstofit our format, length and
style. Expect to see changesin your ar-
ticle.

The American Whitewater Affiliation is
a non-profitvolunteer organization; the edi-
torsand contributors to American
Whitewater are not reimbursed. .l
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vt il T g
Aluminum rowing frames. camp
kitchens, dry boxes and tables.

Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and
FishRite aluminum boats & sleds.

(503) 773-5582
1385 Justice Road
Central Point, OR 97502

CHOOSE FROM OVER |
CANOES OO KAYAKS

FACTORY FRESH MODELS

V& Carry ALL Major Brands
Huge Indoor Showrooms-Open Year Round

OAK ORCHARD
CANOE EXPERTS|

Both Stores o Water-Try-Before-You-Buy!
Watmn‘ngd—ﬁﬂu%?l Pittsford, NY. 14534

Call or_Write for our j_ .m&ﬂ[&
il Free River Equipment Catalog {M‘F_ s e = 16.536.5990
&ATS CARTS+ CANOE SAFTY PONTOON
If you need a hat, get a hat.
If you need a helmet, you need a
SAFETY( LO-BLO ) VISOR'
SPORY™
PRODUCTS P.O. BOX 4111 BOULDER, QO 80306
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BRIEFS......5..

World Ghamps to Coach

U.S. Paddlers

Perception, Inc. hasan-
nounced that Richard Fox and
Myriam Jerusalmi Fox will as-
sistin coachingU.S.
whitewater dalom athletes this
year. Richard Fox wasa Men's
Kayak Salom World Champion
four times over and Myriam
Fox wasaWomen's Kayak Sla-
lom World Champion.

Richard Fox began hisUS
coachingwith the Nantahaa
Racing Club from March 17-29,
covering the junior training
camp, and the Nantahala
Spring Race and Ocoee Double
Header. The Foxeswill bein
Coloradofrom May 28-June 7
for the Champion Whitewater
Seriesin Vail and Durango.
They will also coach juniors
with the cooperation of Ba-

ance Kayak School and Four
CornersMarina.

Richard will return to
coachingin August for three
dayson the Man Payette River
in Idaho, in conjunctionwith
Tom Long of Cascade Ouitfit-
tersand ldaho River Sports of
Boise

Richard will also be racing
in several competitionsin the
U.S. "Were thrilled to continue
our relationshipwith Richard,
as he epitomizesgood sports-
manship, fantastic athletic abil-
ity and professionalism",said
RisaShimodaCallaway, Mar-
keting Director at Perception
and AWA President. "He has
shown atremendous rapport
with both juniorsand our team
members."l¥

resents

Whitewater Dancer |

This video hasitall!l Underwater
rolls, the 89 Worlds. Rodeos.
Hotwave and hole surfing, Class
V wipeouts, Tunes by World
Famous Fiddle Master Papa
John Creech! HI-Fl stereo 55 Min.

How to Organize a Successful River/Outdoor Cleanup
Entertainingand informative. Of special interesttoclubs. Get
involved. CLEAN UP ARIVER. HI-Fl stereo 18 Min.

Highlights of the Grand Canyon '90

Get into The Grand Canyon. See the big drops and an
innertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

Highlights of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork and
Big Sandy

See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

How to Modify a Sabre

All you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic
playboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous
tunes. HI-Fl stereo 49 Min.

To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order
for $19.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
12 Freedom Drive, Collinsville, (_ZT 060?2, 203/653-8750
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Richard Fox shows his championship form.

NANTAHALA OUTDOOR CENTER

OUTFITTERS
STORE CATALOG

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR
WHITEWATER PADDLING

WE MAIL ANYTHING FROM A PAIR

OF NOSECLIPSTO A KAYAK

FOR A FREE CATALOG CALL
(800) 367-3521
FAX (104) 488-2498

41 HWT 19 W, BRYSON CITY, NC28713-9114




BRIEFS

Deerfield to Host U.S. Whitewater Championships

Separ ate

Eventsfor

Opanad
Clos=d Boats

The 1993 National
Whitewater Championships
will be held on the Deerfield
River in Charlemont, M assachu-
settson September 17-19,1993.
Thiswill bethefirsttimearace
of national scope washeld on
the Deerfield.

The event wasawarded to
the New England Divison of the
American Canoe Association by
the U.S. Canoe and Kayak
Team's National Salom and
Wildwater Committee. The
raceswill feature both canoe

C-2 and mixed C-2. Each boat
will be given two runs through
aseriesof 25gates, with pen-
aty pointsassessed for touch-
ing or missingaset o gates.
Whitewater dalomwas recently
approved forinclusionin the
1996 AtlantaOlympics.

The wildwater competition
will consist of a3.5-5kilometer
run down the river with the
fastest time determining the
winner.

The 1993 A.CA. Open
Boat National Championships

and kayak racingin two divi-
sions, dalomand wildwater.
The dalom championshipswill
take place on September 17-18,
while the wildwater competition
wiill occur on September 19.
Five classeswill be heldin
the daomdivison, men'sK-1,

women'sK-1, men's C-1, double

Everyone Deservesa Taste of

Southern
Fried
Creekin’

Thisvideo is45 minutes of extremepaddling
on some of the South's most outrageouscreeks
andrivers. Features the Tellico, Watauga,
Overflow Creek,the Whitewater, the Toxaway,
and forbidden Mystery Creek. Paddlersinclude
Dave'Psycho' Simpson, Nolan Whitesell, Forrest
Callaway, Russ Kullmar, and Kent Wigington.
The video climaxes with first descentsof Triple
Fd | s and 50-foot Coon Dog Fallson Mystery
Creek. Musicand narration add to your enjoy-
ment of the unbelievable action!

Send $26.95 plus $3.00 shipping/handling to:

Gentry Video Productions
648 Deer Creek Trail
Hoschton, GA 30548

(708) 654-2725

will also be held on the
Deerfildon July 7-9. Paddlers
can choose between racing and
recreational classesin both dla-
lom and downriver combined
events.

The open boat dalom races
will take place on the section of
the river known as Zoar Gap

Wetsuits
Paddle Jackets
Lined Jackets

Economy Suits
Paddle Pants
Throw Bags
Sprayskirts
Paddlemitts
Backstraps

Booties

| Pesigns

of

Amaican Whitewater VJuly/August 1993

Rapid, rated class 2-3. The
twenty-fivegate courseisbeing
designed by John Berry and
John Kazimierczyk. The down-
stream open boat event will be-
gin approximately three miles
upstream and will include the
Zoar Gap Rapid.

The open boat event isfree
and open to the public. Volun-
teersare beingrecruited to
help with gate-judging, timing,
scoring, registration, etc. by the
New England Divison of the
ACA and Zoar Outdoors.

Informationon the
whitewater event (closed
boats- September) isavailable
from Karen Blom at (413) 339-
401018566. Information on the
open boat event (July) isavail-
ablefrom Jeff Dicksonat (203)
693-8793.0

Racnbow Desigu Products

Cuality
Water Sgoanta

Eguipenent

(303)
444-8495

Box 3155
Boulder, CO 80307




WHITEWATER RODEO OLYMPIC BOUND??77??
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Whitewater rodeos have traditionally

been laid back, informal affairs, designed pri-

marily to provide a weekend's worth of fun.
For the past decade these rodeos have
served as a meeting place for hot dog
whitewater enthusiasts anxious to show off
their newest tricksand to establish bragging
rights. Of course, the very best boaters have
often captured some great prizes and both
local and national organizations have
benefitted from the events. But, up until
now, the whitewater rodeo scene has been
less structured than the old, established
whitewater racing scene.

Now, all that seemsto be changing. The
organizers o the rodeosare increasingly es-
pousing professionalism. And quite a bit of
money isbeing raised at the rodeos for a
number of regional, non-profit river conser-
vation groups, as well asfor the American
Whitewater Affiliation.

At the same time, the rodeos are becom-
ing showcasesfor elite athletes. Whether
their originsliein the creeking, racerhead or
squirt whitewater communities, the competi-
torsat the rodeos represent whitewater

ALASKA’Z

boating skill par excellence.

The National Organization of Whitewater
Rodeos (NOWR) wasorganized in 1990 to
attract attention to the rodeos spread geo-
graphically across the nation. NOAR has
also helped to solicit corporate sponsorship
and insurance for each event. By banding
together the sponsors o the rodeos have
been able to augment what each could have
achieved on their own.

Now init's third year, eleven events
compromise the NOWR schedule, and over
one thousand paddlers are expected to com-
petein NOWR sponsored rodeos this year.
With coverage in the local mediaand in-
creasing awareness o whitewater rodeo
among volunteers and spectators, it is not
surprising that new events have recently
been spawned in the state of Washington,
Ontario, Japan, England and Germany.

Cynicsask, "Why promote events that
just crowd up the rivers?* NOVR members
answer that whitewater rodeos represent a
positive, fun-filled way to promote aware-
ness o the need to protect our riversand
that the best rodeo performerstruly are

(907) 479-5183

Wilderness Kayak Expeditions
Fly-Insand Day Trips
Rentals, Instruction
Raft Supported Trips

H“ 3732 EncoreCirce

Anchorage AK 99507

GeinoeAlaska

Specializing in canoeinstruction and guided
canoetripsonInterior Alaska River

Box 81750, Fairbanks, AK 99708

WEITEWATER.

FLAVET | I
K FISI™:
I WILIERNEAS AHE AR

REYSTONE
RAFT & kAYAK
ADVENTURES. INC.
P, My 14860
% alldor. Vlaska PRGNS

Paddle With Alaska's Besf
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great athletes who deserve the opportunity
to win recognition. After all, they retort,
"What does beach volleyball and synchro-
nized swimminghaveonw tewater rodeo?"

Thisyear, for thefirst time, aU.S. East
and U.S. West Tear are being established to
compete in the 1993 World Whitewater Ro-
deo to be held October 16-17 on the Ocoee
Riverin Tennessee. Participation in this Oc-
tober World Rodeo will be limited to team
members representing their respective coun-
tries. Over one hundred athletes represent-
ing at least a dozen nations are expected to
participate. Some d the toughest competi-
torswill be Jan Kellner and Sandra Schmidt
from Germany, Andy Middletonand Shawn
Baker from the U.K. and agroup of Japanese
squirt boaters that Jim Snyder has nick-
named the Thrill Seekers.

The U.S. West Team Trialswere held at
Bob'sHole (actually Joe Bob's Hole, since
Bob's Hole was washed out). The East Team
Trials were held at the Ocoee Rodeo on June
5-6.

Having recently joined forces with the
American Canoe Association, NOAR events
will now be sanctioned by the International
Canoe Federation, the governing body
whose support is required to request Olym-
pic participation.

This year whitewater playboating will be
receiving increasing media coverage through
venues such as MTV sports, ETV, Sports 11
lustrated. Self, and Men's Health. NOWR is
determined to diffuse the perceived
trendiness of whitewater rodeo with evi-
dence that the sport is maturing into a en-
ergy-filled visual experience that both out-
door fanaticsand couch potatoes alike could
enjoy watching.

And... if al goeswdll...
Olympics...in “08!"

For more information on NOWR contact
Risa Shimoda Callaway, p.o. box 375, Den-
ver, North Carolina28037. Detailson the
World Rodeo can be obtained from Susan
Gentry, 252 Deer Creek Trail, Hoschton,
Georgia30548, or in the next issue of Ameri-
can Whltewater |

perhaps they
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4th Great Falls Race Slated

ADK Geneser Chapter

¢/o Jerry Hargrave
47 Thorpe Crescent
Rochester, NY 14616

ADK Schenectady

c/o Mike Sherin

12 Van Brummel Lane
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

Adobe Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 3835
Albuquerque, NM 87190

AMC Berkshire Chapter
&8 Mike Zabre

3 Russell Street
Greenfield, MA 01301

AMC Connecticut Chapter
¢/o Jan Larkin

151 Hamilton Drive
Manchester, CT 06040

AMC New York

c/o Trudy L. Wood

41 W. 96th St., Apt. 3C
New York, Ny 10025

AMC SE. Mass.

c/o Mark Klim

49 Record Street
Stoughton, MA 02072

AmericaOutdoors
P.O. Box 1348
Knoxville, TN 37901

American Swan Boat
Association

c/o Glen F. Green
312 Duff Avenue
Wenonah, NJ 08090

Appalachian Paddling
Enthusiasts

d o YMCA

P.O. Box 60

Erwin, TN 37650

Larnling | andws iy
%0 P [HEES
Haleigh, NT TG

Cenirnl Georgia Bives

Arkansas Vdley
Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 593

Salida, CO 81201

Atlanta Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 33
Clarkston, GA 30021

Badger State Boating
Society

c/o Karin Papenhausen
918 E. Knapp #5
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Beartooth Paddlers
P.O. Box 20432
Billings, MT 59104

Birmingham Canoe Club
P.O. Box 951
Birmingham, AL 35201

| Bluegrass Wildwater

Assoc.
P.O. Box 4231
Lexington, KY 40544

Boat Busters Anonymous
2961 Hemingway Ave.
Oakdale, MN 55128

Buck RidgeSki Club
P.O. Box 179
BalaCynwyd, PA 19004

Canoe Club of Greater
Harrisburg

c/o Mary Klaue

RD. 1, Box 421
Middleburg, PA 17842

Canoe Cruisers
Association

¢/o Mac Thornton

322 10th Street SE
Washington, DC 20003

Runners
P.O. Box 6563
Macon, GA 31208

Chicago Whitewater Assoc.
c/o Marge Cline

1343 N. Portage

Palatine, IL GOO&7

Chota Canoe Club

| P.O. Box 8270
| University Station
| Knoxville, TN 37916

Club Adventure

¢/o Adventure Quest
P.O. Box 184
Woodstock, VT 05091

Coastal Canoeists Inc.
P.O. Box 566
Richmond, VA 23204

Colorado Rocky Mtn.
School

¢/o Bob Campbell
1493 Rd. 106
Carbondale, QO 81623

Colorado Whitewater
Association

P.O. Box 4315

Englewood, CO 80155-4315

E. Tennessee Whitewater
Club

P.O. Box 5774

Oak Ridge, TN 37831-5774

Foothills Canoe Club
P.O. Box 6331
Greenville, SC 29606

Garden State Canoe Club
¢/o Tony Baroni

RR 2, Box 8704-C
Milford, PA 18337
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Headwaters Paddlng
A
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Boseman, BT 5715

Fhomsier T anoes [ Tzl
vrre |l b
70 N, Emsler Flval

Indianapalis, IN 46208

Housatonic AreaCanoe &
Kayak Squad

¢/o E.J. McCarthy

RR 380-A

West Cornwall, CT 06796

Huntsville Canoe Club
P.O. Box 16105
Huntsville, AL 35802

Idaho State Outdoor Pgm.
c/o Ron Watters

Box 8118, ISU

Pocatello, 1D 83209

Kansas City Whitewater
Club

8 G. RebeccaStark
5600 Kenwood Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64110

[ Kayek & Canoe Club of

Boston

c/o Peter Coaan
Box 123

Putney, VT 05346

| Kayaking |-V
| d o Schumacher

471 Hagemann Dr.
Livermore, CA 94550

KOONY

c/o Pierre De Rham
P.O. Box 195
Garrison, NY 10524

Keelhaulers Canoe Club
c/o Jane Allinson

375 Erieview

Sheffield Lake, OH 44054

Lansing Oar & Paddle Club
c/o Jay Hanks

P.O. Box 26254

Lansing, MI 48909

American ¥l sl v alplAugust JO0E

Leaping Lounge Lizards
c/o Rick Norman

3437 E. Green St.
Pasadena, CA 91107

Ledyard Canoe Club
Box 9
Hanover, NH 03755

Lehigh Valey Canoe Club
P.O. Box 4353
Bethlehem, PA 18018-0353

Lower Columbia Canoe
Club

1714 SE 52nd Avenue
Portland, OR 97215

Meramec River Canoe Club

@ Earl Biffle
26 Lake Road
Fenton, MO 63026

Merrimack Valley Paddlers
c/o George May

157 Naticook Road
Merrimack, NH 03054

Metropolitan Canoe &
Kavak

P.O. Box 021868
Brooklyn, NY 11202-0040

Minnesota Canoe Assoc.
P.O. Box 13567
Minneapolis, MN 55414

Missouri Whitewater
Assoc.

c/o Dale Brown, President
5576 Pershing Avenue, #11
St. Louis, MO 63112

Mohawk Canoe Club
15AndrealLane
Trenton, NJ08619

National Park Service
Upper Delaware S&RR
P.O.Box C
Narrowsburg, NY 12764

NORS

c/o Mary McCurdy
Box 6847

Colorado Springs, CO
80904

Northwest Passage
1130 Greenleaf Ave.
Wilmette, IL 60091

Ontario Voyageurs Kayak

| Club

P.O. Box 41

Adelaide Post Office
Toronto, Ontario M5C 2H8
Canada

Outdoor Adventure
Program

Bldg. 2807

Mt. Home AFB, 1D 83648-
5000



QOutdoor Centreof New
England

10Pleasant St.
MillersFalls, MA 01349

Ozark Wilderness
Waterways

P.O. Box 16032
Kansas City, MO 64112

Paddling Bares
P.O.Box 22
Milltown, NJ08850-0022

Perception Kayak Club
B8 Perception Inc.
1110 Powdersville Rd.
Easley, SC 29640

Philadel phiaCanoe Club
4900 Ridge Ave.
Phibudelphin, PA 19125

Pikes Peak Whitewater
Club

c/o Sarah Dentoni

610 North Cascade #6
Colorado Springs, CO
80903-3229

Rhode Island Canoe
Association

¢/o Dave Hevner

254 Bailey Woods Road
Brooklyn, CT 06234

River Rendezvous
P.O. Box 888
Telluride, CO 81435

River Touring Section
Sierra Club- Angeles
Chapter

c/o Dave Ewoldt
9624 SaludaAvenue
Tijunga, CA 91042

Roanoke County Parks &
Rec.

¢/o Bill Sgrinia

1206 Kessler Mill Road
Salem, VA 24153

Sequoia Paddling Club
P.0O. Box 1164
Windsor, CA 95492

Sierra Club Loma Prieta
c/o DaveKim

3309 Oxford Lane

San Jose, CA 95117

AIRE uses the latest technology and innovative

design to build high performance craft that are

SierraClub RTS

c/o LynneVan Ness
159 Southwind Drive
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Sierra NevadaWw Club
B8 Charlie Albright

7500 Gladstone Drive
Reno, NV 89506

Spokane Canoeand Kavak
Club

P.O. Box 819

Spokane WA, 99210

Texas Whitewater Assoc.
P.O. Drawer 5429
Austin, TX 78763

Three Rivers Paddling Club
B§ Barry Adams

811 Smokey Wood Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15218

Toledo River Gang
c/o MikeSidell

626 Louisiana Avenue
Perrysburg, OH 43551

AIRE builds

charable, compact, ansl

211 batling

six models of catarafts, six rafts, three inflatable

kayaks and two seakayaks in a variety of colors.

AIRE leads the way in the imdusiry

and so should you.

Triad River Runners

P.O. Box 24094
Winston-Salem, NC 27114
4094

U. of Maineat Machias
Library

9 O’Brien Ave.
Machias, ME 04654

University of Tennessee
Canoe & Hiking Club
2106 Andy Holt Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37996-2900

University of Utah
Outdoor Recreation
Program

Building 420

Salt Lake, UT 84112

Viking Canoe Club
P.O. Box 32263
Louisville, KY 40232

Waterline
/o Irv Tolles
36 Bay Street

TR . R

Blanchester, NI (RN
Kl

AFFILIATES

West VirginiaWildwater
Assoc.

P.O. Box 8413

S. Charleston, WV 25303

Western Carolina Paddlers
¢/o Chris Newcomb

Route 1, Box 522

Candler, NC 28715

Wildcat Canoe Club
d o Michael Ranstead
3425 E. 106th St.
Carmel, IN 46032

Willamette Kayak & Canoe
Club

P.O. Box 1062

Corvallis, OR 97339

Zoar Vdley Paddling Club
B8 David W. Brown

1196 Cain Road

Angola, NY 14006

TECHNOLOGY+DESIGN+CRAFTSMANSHIP=AIRE

ng"-i'E

E=SEN

PO. BOX 3412, BOISE, IDAHO 83703 (208)344-7506 FAX (208)345-1856
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WANTED

TO PURCHASE

Existing canoe livery

and/or rafting

outfitter. Contact:
Daniel Sherr

249 Munsee Way
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-3129

f?ﬁf"r

WHITEWATER

EQUIFMENMT CATALOG
-

b
ho Ry
CAS’CAI’JE Q'DL.!'TFITT EHS
1 m Ruwver moe o
PO BOX 209 ® Springlield OR 97477
SO, (747-2272)
Toll-Free Order Line 1-800-223-7238

~o— NORSE paooie covpany

WHITEWATER
CANOE & KAYAK PADDLES

with proven

e performance you demand
e durability you want

e value that makes $ sense
Call or write for information & outfitters in your area:
RD 1, Spring Mills, PA 16875

814-422-8844

V HuIJ prowdes meed stabmtv and tontret s ndrt
descents a waterfall jumping. An excellent choice or
women 8 smafler paddlers, steep creek experts,

—

and beginners of every grade.

i

L
E’f Mail Order Business “ll"l I-'IE i
& Store N
] For Accessories s
B2 New Wave Waterworks The Huricane redefines the o
2535 Roundtop Road {‘
‘ﬁr Middletown Pa. 17057 "‘h mﬂh : :
=L Phone (717)944-6904 w A __,_.‘_1

Phone (717)944-6320
Fax (717)944-0422

&%,

FREE CATALOG

~ hulland wide low volme stern. Resistance fie spinning,

instantaneous enders and unbelievable ecte control make For aFree Catalog Contact:
this the ultimate rodeo hole and wawe surfing boat WILDWASSER SPORT USA, INC.
FO Box 4617, Boulder, (0 80306

Elements of the Prijon advantage:
* Hh performance in every design

o Thestrongest Flast SGETE by NONG ummm—

pHONE: (303) Lhdi-2336 7 Fax. (303) LLL-23T5

Revolutionary material and manufacturing procees: TP R amd bt Mowmallgy

Ch

Esropes wrivalied massfictore W o+ yean, experieme

N |-

=
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NEW '93 CANOE

— - Descende
TheRapid Solutiontoyour |
B EAK . shortboat dilemma Shorter,

Lighter & Quicker

=TT

Send $12.50 Check or M.O. to SALAMANDER | ——
P.O. Box 2895, Seal Beach, CA 90740 N Bl - e Faw | y
Or check out your local Paddle store. | T

r

?+d-n'.'-|tu-gun-|

P
——

THE SOURCE FOR CUSTOM
BUILT BOATS

READY -TO-PLAY

/ |
A{EM\ ' { Satisfaction Guaranteed!
| Cdltodayor Try aTest Driveat our
E { NantahdaOutpost
" KR e 4 Atlanta weekdays

7780 Chamber Hill Rd. 704-488-2386 Nantahala River
- Harrlsburg, PA 17111
-—— - Spec mmmg 717-944-6320
Squirt Boats

Dealer Inquiries Invited

Thee CGiread
Duirdoar Adveriue Center

EW?HEWEIEI’
allengers “Inc.
e — LEARN WITH THE PROS —
_ Our Whitewater Kayak School consists of
“<*l  atwo-day basic clinic. (Further instruct-
. ions by special arrangements). ACA cert-
ifiedinstructors, classroom sessions,
- whitewater movies, equipment, shuttles,
. _-| wetsuits, and plenty of river fun are all
e included.
Ao+ X e ey e el "Z' _| Beginners start on still water, learning
g :‘_-_;.___T AT S0 basic skils and pgddling techn_iques.
e it - - - _~-_1 Thesecondday s on easy whitewater.

_FORMORE'NFOE:MXENLASGER_FSBX$G!CUNIC R i rewATe CHALLANGERS GUIDE SCHOOL
(717) 443-9532

E HAWE T - T

|= =k " L
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Piton- A high impact test to deter-
mine which ks stronger, the nose of your
st or Uve Bones in your ankles.

BAR LA’S GLDS SABY Racerhead- Competitive fanatic
widling to trvae] Ehimesaneds of miles at great

expense Lo spend three minutes trying o
& pakee his or her baat go between a bunch
Dherr Starver: *  Geek- Wimpy, mediocre boater who  * of stieks dangling from wires over o ge-
Becanse I did mot huve angthing & lbabors under the impression that it s pos- g, neric, clasa [-11 Aver. A consequence of
roaudly for this ssue, our intrepid editor o (ge 10 ward off evil whitewater spirits o unresobved sibling rivalry? You figure it
Tuns dlevicden fo prariafs me S0 [ haoe ® with ACA patches, first aid kits, break- -
been assigned the onerous lask of pre- o down paddies, compasses, sets of topo- 3 Radical/ rad- Extreme. “Like,

paring pour glossery. il keep it sue o Braphie maps for Uee entire westen hemi- : Wow, Man'™ Ancther trite, overused ex-
cimel, bt thorough. [ you wse these  sphere, firestarters, winch and pulley sys- o pression, akin to “grary”. 'S 1 = ol Dol
phrases as defined, [ guaranioe sery- o jpms, buck knives and God only knows » erated in this publication.
omae wdll Bk Rt gows e g world closs I what else. Actually, considering how much *®
paddler. . fust like mef % all this parapherralis weighs, itsawonder §  Rock rabbit- Aumctive, scantily
= u-,.:-:,._ peaple can bost at adll a clnd non baater who hangs out on the
ﬂlu'.-tl |ll.h'k. - q. rocks besides mphds, Potentind shaitle
Carln Garrison * Hairboater- An sdrenalin sddicted  ® bunny, but beware, may contribute (o the
: cracy. Consistently paddles Class Ve wa- ™ bikini factor, or, worse still, leave you

o beral inappropriate kevels. bdentifiable by : phdellesprung.
Ambush. To lurk sbout at the put-in s hisher battered boat and face. Often a

af a pver that you have rever pacdled, ond  ® drug refated phenomenon
an witch vou do not belong, with the et
of latching onto kind hearted strangers fool- & Hog/ Holehog- A showoll wha oc-
ish enough to adopt you for the day, Be- g cuples a play spot for an inordinate persod
quires the exaggeration of skill sl expen- » af tme while others wait, Ve haf ways of
ence. Bl when You ane pegng amboshesd,  ® dealing mit dis seiam!®

Shuttle bunny- A non-boater, -
ditionally female... though this s chang-
ing.... wiho drives shuttles. Every boater
should have two or three of these. oo

Sneak- To eircumvent the dangerous

rermember what the famous whitewater phi- * 1r|' diffscult part of & rpsd without popping
y , L] ; !

loaopher Medl Durst once sabd, “Sometimes 5 Jesse- A valiant, albeir mésguided at- -m‘n."s skirt, even i It means dragging one-
it is better to mean than o be stapd,” # templ o padkdle the imposaible. Miagars = wl.l'mllr rocks anl trees using bare hands,

I ® Fhlls, for Betnce, & 5o misch more moble than a portage, don't

Bikini factor- One of twe determi- : &y pgree?
-
-

reani® ol the difficdty of & mpicl. Based on M_mn-* INUOWE- A squir mameaer o :
the ohservation that scantily clad, nubile w during which a kayak and s occupant - h]]lﬂ.l'ljﬂﬂg Funishment nflicted by a
young women, sunbathing on shore, often  # gentionally disappear completely beneath  » fver in retaliation for cockiness.
distract chsn-winted male baaters, ® e gurfasce. The longer one stays unicler, -
® he bett : *  Splatter- T ally (and tem-
# Lhe better the mystery move & sakd to be o Intertionally Cand tem
Boof- To lumeh oneself over a ledge in g Some sary’ Wt U myvatery is what the & porarly ) pin a f'l'.l.:_ah' Squirt boat vertically
i horzonial, fs opposed to overtical, plane. @ boater 5 dotmg down thens.  But, the peal o of U fee ol & lage, flat rock. Don't ask!

Avcamplished bﬁ'.]ll"'l.‘!'h'l‘.llﬂl.ﬂ o Lhee e * myatery & wihy anyore i their right might =

proach and shifting one's wegght hackwands : -,-,1,}"1]1]?-,-;““ 1.:':|_Lu ;H_-h;_-. thing! : Surface boat- A whitewnier craft
ti bring thee boow upwards, Reduces the risk g o With enough valume to foat when occu-
af pitoning and vertical entrgment. o Piddlesprung- A pathetic, but all o pied. Sounds like a good idea, huh? A pig
Baafing Is the opposite of geafing, which 5 ® g common, madsdy, Descrbes one who @ B the most extreme form. Mot & boat of
what oevurs when one Enils @ bood, : allows & dombia love obgect to dissussde ' chalew for those wanting to moster the

s him/Mher from boating. Based on the ddicu- ® mystery move,

Duffek- A fancy, meerhead paddle # lous misconception that sex is better than :
stroke. Erie Jackson ean, Gary Cartsan ® whitewnter! “It's been the ninolmany  «  WahoO- As in “The Big Wahoo". The
Al : posar heyo'gin..” & Now at 8. The M. Fork of the Payette sl

_ . ® 000 cfs. The Chntooga ot 4'. Lava Falls,
Finesse. The resson thal o ofe cver o P‘]E A hriggee, ugly Dot wdth & blurnt : “Mull sadd?

mistakes me for Cathy Heam ® gl often plestie. The ol of cholee of »
¥ onpksters, but now abso in fovor with steep ® Warclub- Heavy, stout handled
HI!'H'I.I']J?- A banal elic b l!lll'!ll'l'l..llliﬂl.g ] P I::nl'tlkul,g el i L, wikil 1, % 3 COMNSE- » |:ﬂl!l:&' l:l.‘_"ﬂﬂl'llﬂ'l 1o bk abuse, Favored
river that i dafficult, steep and rocky, Also g quence of mecurrent and prolonged ep- N o Y Hraceless Ialr bonters whien pacdling
el 1o describe the “dudes™ who praddle ® gouldes of lewaler subamiersion, Teoe lost ,!:',l uirdy 1'I-'t"|1-ui.l| ] sinegs creeks
such Avers. Unless you are thirteen years - gl abildy to repir glica haals [ ]
ol Adle & skate bosre] and lESEen o U » : : - - '!Ifli-lf'd Scl]ll"." Thie carmage thal ensuces

Butthale Surfers, you should pefrgn from : Punching rubber- To work as a ad'u £ 2 spariking lesds 1o a swim. Specifl-
uttering this term [0 wsage is no donger & mft guside, Better than starving, but not - 1.|].I,5. ther Bodanmm, anbmete ard Insdmate,
permmitied in thas pubdicalion & mich! w dniting Sownstneam.

fmerican Whitresder v-'ul}-'.'l.uﬂ.u'u: | B



IVAL

Saturday, Seplember 25, 1993
5P.M. til MIDNIGHT

Nicholas County Veterans Memorial Park
- | Route 19, Summersville WV
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