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CAMPING,
CLIMBING,

BACKPACHING,
HIKING, BIKING,

WAITE OR PHONE FOR OUR
FREE DISCOUNT CRTRLOG

Eureka, Jansport, Sierra Designs,
Slumberjack, Cannondale, Peak 1,
| Chouinard, Lifa, Optimus, Lowe.
“3 Woplrich, Columbio
Comp Troils, M5A
The MNorth Foce,

River House
Productions

hrill to some of the best boaters in
the Eagt getting munched, crunched
and generally thumped and pummelled on
one o the premiere hair runs in the
Appdachians. A radica soundtrack by Bill

Perkins  highlights this non-stop,
action-packed video.
_ 30Mnutes. $24° =A%

Up On The Roof

| don't h o w about you, but when I'm
ontheroad and | spot another vehicle
with acanoeor kayak on theroof, | d-
ways honk and wave. Sometimesthis
makesmefee abit adolescent, but | ratio-
nalize my behavior with the argument
that, sincel've been boating along time
and sincethe number of whitewater en-
thusiastsaround homeisrdatively small,
oddsarel h ow some of thosefolksin
that car or truck.

O course, itishardto usethat justifi-
cationwhen I'm boating out west or down
south. But what the hell, | honk just the
same. And, most of thetime, the occu-
pants o the other vehicle honk and wave
right back. But my interestin the other
boaters| spot on the highway goesbe-
yond that. Sometimesl flag them downto
seeif they want toset shuttle. Or | pump
them for informationabout local boating
conditions.

And anytimel seeavehicle hauling
boats pulled over onto the berm o the
road, | stoptoseeif helpisneeded. Ona
few occasions| have been onthe receiv-
ing end of such assistance, offered by
other boaters.

Drivingwith a boat on the roof identi-
fiesoneasa member of aspecia brother/
sisterhood. Onethat entailsnot only ben-
efits, but obligations. A canoeor a kayak
isavery visblebadge of membership.
And how you behavein and around your
boat bedecked vehicle ultimately reflects
directly on the entire boating community.

That meansthat you probably
shouldn't passthat lollygaggingold granny
onthedoubleydlow line. Orflip thebird
tothat old pappy who pulled outin front
of you, driving at asnail's pace.

It meansyou shoul dn'tspeed through
residential areasfull of small children.

T et

L

And, it goeswithout saying, that you
shouldn't toss trash out the window. Or
changeyour clothesin someone's back
yard or park inconsiderately on private
property at a put-in or take-out.

Winding the windowsdown and blar-
ing raucousrap or rock or country or new
ageor classical musicisanother form of
unacceptablebehavior. Thesedaysevery-
onehasaradioor tapedeck; if they
wantedtolistentolce T or Sonic Youth or
the Dead or even John Denver, God forbid,
they could. Most folksjust don't want or
need other driversto entertain them.

O course, therearea hundred differ-
ent forms of inappropriatebehavior that
reflect poorly on the boating community.
Over theyears|'ve witnessed my share.
One eccentric kayaker of my acquaintance
used to proposition young women as he
drovethroughthesmall Appalachian
townsnear our favoriterivers. Actudly |
usetheword "women" loosdly, since he
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consideredany girl over theage d tento
befair game. Needlesstosay thisdid not
endear hi mor boatersingenerd,tothe
local citizenry.

Ironicaly, the support of thosevery
citizensisnow being courted by the West
VirginiaRiversCoalitionin their effortsto
haveseveral local riversdesignated Wild
and Scenic.| hopethose girl's parentsare
either very forgiving, or very forgetful.

Inthiserad river accessproblems
and misguided river development,we
needdl theallieswecanget. That's why
how we represent ourselves.. how we
look... totherest of the worldisso impor-

tant.

Speaking of how welook, you may
have noticed some changesin the layout
of American Whitewater. Credit those
changesto our new Graphic Designer,
John K. Victor, a paddler from Ohio.

Johnisaprofessional and heismak- s . ,,,_h':‘::_"__
ing our publicationlook better than ever. j andl Y p——
Thechallengefor therest o usisto make * 0 Patngrnis, Molall (vl b FESY. Pinagrsi i

i ikt | Dadrsryrh ol Polam ey by
el otew b e Pl s TR o TS aiIn

surethat theeditorial content of the maga:
zine meritsthisroyal treatment.

Meanwhile, ChrisKoll istaking a well-
deserved, temporary (we hope!) break
from hiseditorial duties. Chris

singlehandedly produced American | Not becauseyou want to bedifferent... |
Whitewater for many yearsanditisvery 1 I |3
ronecis eoeieios .| Becauseyou want to be

the back for adifficult, time consuming

and thankl essjob that wasalwayswell R
done.
| |

Bob Gedekoh Caper and Encore. Two new solo playboats
designed to encourage, not prohibit, proper
paddling technique. Whitewater canoes for
paddlers, not floaters. Call or write for free
catalog featuring all five Dagger models.

RIVER
GARB

14760 Memorial Drive, Suite 300-105 CanoE Company, INC.
Hougton. TX 77079 PO Box 1500, Harriman TN 37748~ (615) 882-0404

Free Catalog * Phone & Fax: i?B‘ 589-8747 |
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DIRECTORS *..

IS SSEEEEESEEEEEEEE -
What's Up? |-
Anita Adarms Bcb Glanville Mec Thornton a. S p ' :
Star Route 1, Box 46 66 Deer Run 322 10th Street SE .
Edmond, WV 25837 Glenwood, NY 14069 Washington, DC 20003 Water level readings from selected | gy
) . . , North American river level gauges are -
Ric Alesch Jack Hession Charlie Walbridge "up" on Waterline!
8718 West Floyd Drive 241 East 5th Avenue 230 Penllyn Pike . T
Lakewood, CO 80227 Anchorage, AK 99501 Penllyn, PA 19422 Water levels at your favor!te boating
Bill Baker Bill Hildreth Execuitive Director Spots, and more you have't explored
2953 Birch Street 78 Beechwood Street Phyllis B. Horowitz, yet, may be "up" too! Find out for sure
Denver, CO 80207 Cohasset, MA 02025 P.0.Box 85 " W\f;verte tlhe beﬁFlc"”d't'O“j are by
Phoenicia, NY 12464 calling Waterline while you're planning
Pope Barrow Lars Holbek .
136 13th Street SE Box 63 (914) 688-5569 your next river adventure.
Washington,DC 20003 Coloma, CA 95613 AWA OFFICERS Readings are updated continually 24
Lee Belknap Diana Holloran President: Risa Shimoda Callaway hours a day, 7 days a week.
1308 Maryland Avenue Route 1, Box 90° Vice President: Mac Thornton Call toll-free, any time of day, for
Glen Ellen, VA 23060 Fairview Mountain Road Secretary: Anita Adams information, sample readings and river
Risa Shimoda Caltaway ~ Reliance, TN 37369 Treasurer: Jim Scott gauge lists. We'll mail you details or if
P.O. Box 375 Chris Kol AWA STAFF you have a fax number handy, we'll fax
Denver, NC 28037 2M2ClKWBeL£tI %R?sﬁ)sr]s Osctlraegs Phyllis B. Horowitz, Executive Director you everything you need to call our
Tam Christopher Syracuse. NY 13204 P.O. Box 85 Waterline gauge phone right now for
931 Union Street Rear yractse, Phoenicia, NY 12464 today’s river levels.
Leominster, MA 01453 Jim Scott (914) 688-5569
Bob Gedekoh %&EhiJr? iglanSér%%tol\i\év Rich Bowers, Conservation Program Director
Box 228, RD 4 gron, 1609 Northcrest Drive
Elizabeth, PA 15037 Pete Skinner Silver Spring, MD 20904
Box 272, Snyder Road . 1
mm Tl West Sand Lake, NY 12196 Keith Morgan, Database Manager

2601 Tanglewood Drive

Hoschton. GA 30548 Durham, NC 27705

1-800-945-3376
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Covered!

® Extra room for the taller paddler.

® Comfort and response for the 120 to 220
pound paddler.

® Combines stability for the beginner with
performance for the expert.

L ¥

® Heavy duty band sticks to your
cockpit rimin severe hydraulics.
e Extrathick 3/16™ neoprenedeck
e The hot playboat for the small to resists tearing.
medium sized paddler. ® Seamless deck construction
e Easy to roll and ensures dryness.

; T P e e Comfortable Nylon 2 neoprene
surfslike a dream. @ bodytube is glued and sewn.

® |aminatedwearpadunder front
deck prevents abrasion from
cockpit rim.

The ULTIMATE sprayskirt from

WAVE Sports

P.O. Box 5207
Steamboat Springs,CO 80477
Write or call for a catalog and your
nearest dealer. (303) 879-4371

Write or call for a catalog

and your nearest dealer.

P.O. Box 5207

Steamboat Springs,CO 80477
(303) 879-4371

American Whitewater VMay/J une 1993



PURPOSE. ..

The American Whitewater
Affiliation (AWA) isanational
organization with a member ship
of approximatdy 3000
whitewater boating enthusasts
and 100 local paddling club
affiliates. The AWA was
organized in 1961 to protect and
enhancetherecreational
enjoyment of whitewater sports
in America.

EDUCATION: Through publicationof
itsbi-monthly journal, AMERICAN
WHITBEWATER, the AWA providesinfor-
mationand educati on about whitewater
rivers, boating saf ety, techniqueand equip-
ment.

CONSERVATION: AWA maintainsand
publishesa national inventory of
whitewater rivers, NATIONWIDE
WHITEWATER INVENTORY, monitors
potential threatsto whitewater river re-
sources through both its River Watchand
Regional Coordinator systems, publishes

information on river conservation, works
with government agenciesto protect and
preservefree-flowingwhitewater rivers
and providestechnical adviceand other
support to local groups regarding river
management and conservation. ANA also
takes an aggressive stand on whitewater
accessissuespursuant to the
organization'sofficia guidelinespublished
in PUBLIC ACCESSTO RIVERSAND
STREAMS FOR RECREATIONAL BOAT-
ING.

EVENTS AWA organizessporting
events, contestsand festivalsto raise
fundsfor river conservation. Since 1986,
AWA has been the principal sponsor of the
annual Gauley River Fegtival in
Summersville, West Virginia thelargest
gatheringof whitewater boatersin the na-
tion. Each spring AWA also hoststhe
Ocoee Rodeo in Tennessee and has be-
comeincreasinglyinvolvedin smplifying
organizational aspects of rodeosacross
the country through its development of
the National Organization of Whitewater
Rodeos.

SAFETY: AWA promotespaddling
safety, publishesreports on whitewater
accidents, maintainsa uniform national
ranking system for whitewater rivers, THE

Twin Lakes, CO

B1251

. Phone/FAX [719) 4B6-1295
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG
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INTERNATIONAL SCALE OF
WHITEWATER DIFFCULTY, and pub-
lishestheinternationally recognized AWA
SAFETY CODE.

ORGANIZATION AND PURPOSES
AWA wasincorporated under Missouri
non-profit corporationlawsin 1961 and
maintai nsits executiveofficesand princi-
pa mailingaddressat P.O. Box 85,
Phoenicia, NY 12464. AWA has been
grantedtax exempt status by the Internal
Revenue Service under section 501(c)(3)
of theInternal Revenue Code of 1954. The
charter includesthefollowing purposes:
encouragethe exploration, enjoymentand
preservationdf Americanrecreational wa
terwaysfor man-powered craft, protect
the wildernesscharacter of waterways
through conservation of water, forests,
parks, wildlifeand related resources; pro-
mote appreciationfor the recreational
vaue of wildernesscruisingand o
whitewater sports.

FROFESSONAL STAH-. Exoept for mem
bership services, the Executive Director and
Consarvaion Director pogitions, part-time
bookkeeper and professiond grgphics conault-
ant for the journd, dl ANA operations, indud-
ing editingd its bi-monthly magerine, are
handled by volunteers

SERIOUS EQUIPMENT
FOR SERIOUS PADDLERS

A FULL LINE OF GEAR FOR
CAMOES » KAYAKS
RAPIDS +» LAKES « OCEANS

[~ Featuring quality products from |
Perception, Aquoterro, Extrosport,
Voyageurs, Pacific Water Sports, Blue
Puma, Body Glove, Werner ond more.

Write for our FREE Catolog of River Gear.
Dealers: Ask about our Rescue Bags,
Sprayskirts, and Pogies.

WILDWATER DESIGNS
230PENLLYNPIKE. PENLLYN. PA 19422
215 6465014




TERS...*
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Dear Editor:

Wearc respondingto
CharlieWadbridge's letter to
theeditor in the Jan/Feb issue.
Like Mr. Wd bridge, we have
been paddling for many years,
bothas guidesand as private
boaters. We remember how it
wasin Ohiopylebeforethe
state park, and we know how
itisnow. S weagreewith Mr.
Wabridgethat the Youghis
crowded. But that's about our
only point of agreement.

First, let'sset thefacts
straight about thefee. Cor+
trary to the amountsstated in
Mr. Wdbridge's | atter, the ac-
tual feeis $4 per privateboater
per trip ($2.50 user fee; $1.50
shuttlefee). Hisletter goeson
to maketwo argumentsinfa
vor o payingthefee—it's
cheap ("lessthat thepriced a
cokeand acandy bar," as he
putsit), andit's our fair share,

B TEEeRE ]
SORRY CHARLIE! |

i.e. the pricewe haveto pay for
accessand facilitiesas rivers
becomemorecrowded.

sumptions. Contraryto Mr.
Walbridge's experience,not all
of usdriveto Ohiopylein "nice

| cars' or own"$1500in pad-

diinggear" and"thelatestin
camping equipment”. WWesure
didn't when westarted out. As
amatter o fact, we know alot
o paddlerswho drive second
hand cars, own second hand
equipment, and sometimesde-
cide not to eat out because
their budget istoo tight. Un-
employmentishighin Western
Pennsylvania, Mr. Wdbridge,
and you'l find that paddlers
liveat both endsdf the eco-
nomic spectrum.

But, maybe $4isn't much
toyou,anditisn't muchtous.
We can afford to pay thefee,
and it wouldn't keep usfrom
paying to paddlethe Y ough.
But our principleswill. That's

Big, warm, clean and deep
water mean the Ottawa is fast
becoming the favourite pad-
dling river for North American
Kayak Clubs and Groups.
Wilderness Tours, Canada's largest
| and leading outdoor adventure outfitter
looks forward to hosting your group
for a week of paddling the Ottawa's
Main and Middle Channels, while based
at our 650-acre Adventure Resort.
| Learn-To-Kayak Week:
| beginner and intermediate paddlers
| Sun thru Fri, mid-June thru August.
Low-cost air travel available.

‘WildernessTours

Box 89, Beachburg, Ontario, Canada

1-800-267-9166

because there'salot moreto
thisissuethan the amount you

| consider "trivid".
Wetakeissuewith bothas- |

For example we

| don't bdieveit'saur

"fair shar€' to pay for
the day usefacilities
that other peopleuse
for free.
Yauclaminyour letter that

| boatersare being provided

with “worthwhile services'like
changing rooms, toiletsand
parking. Did you know that ev-

| ery other park visitor usesthe

exact samefacilitiesfor free?
Hundredsd thousandsof bicy-
clists, picnickersand fisher-
man park in the sameparking

| lots, usethesame restrooms,

and hikethe sametrailsas we
do. We pay; they don't. That
leavesonly the quotasystem,
whichwell getintoina
minute,

ansssnsass (PO O RN U N IR NIRRT RTTTRETT RV RN ENTRT T L LL ] ]]

Sowheredoesd this
money go? Isit earmarkedfor
boating saf ety of for boaters
facilitiesor evenfor Ohiopyle
State Park? Not achance.
Somedf the money may end
up being used in Ohiopyle, but
alot of itwon't. Itgoesintoa
general maintenancefundfor
| Pennsylvaniastate parks.
Soit might be used to repair
picnictablesas a park youve
never even heard of and will
never vigtin your lifetime.

| Thepeoplewho eat on those

tablesare using themfor free
private boatersare payingto
fix them. But that's our "fair
share”, right? Wedon't think
K9]

But let's get back to the
Ohiopylequotasystem—
whichistherea heart of the
problem. Onthesurface,it
seems morethan fair. Fifty
percent of theriver'suseis
supposedto be reservedfor
private boaters; 50 percentfor

Slalom

Wildwater
Sea Touring
Squirt Paddles

Durable

Handcrafted
Well Balanced
High Performance

Siver Creef

Silvermine Rd Box 5, Brysan City, NC 28713 (704) 488-3342

American Whitewater
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May/June




commercial companies. Only
thosearen't the real numbers.
Forty percent of the so-called
"private boaters” are actually
rafting customers who are
renting their equipmentform
the commercial companies.
That makesthe actual percent-
age on the Yough morelike 90
percent commercial and ten
percent private. But we're the
oneswho should pay for the
crowded conditions. Yeah,
that seemsfair. Anddidyou
know that you'll pay that fee
even on weekdaysand holi-
days, when theriver is nearly
empty. It doesn't matter

whether there are three boat-
ersor three hundred — you'll
still haveto pay.

OK, were dl grown-ups
here. Weunderstand that
Ohiopyleisbig business, and
we're not going to changethat
fact. Wesincerely want tofind
areasonableway to co-exist
with the commercial compa-

R
(301) 746-5389

Second in Pile®
tights, vests, and
One-pIeCESUItS

'

3

o .-‘._._'.lhtI

nies and to accommodate al
the boaters who want to
paddlethe Yough. Soitmay *
surprise Mr. Walbridgetolearn
that wewould gladly pay the
fee—
Nif it weredtrictly a
reservation fee
l if walk-ons(peoplewho
ddit makeareserva
tion) didn't haveto pay it
W if it strictly covered the
cost of administeringthe
reservation system.

Nonedf thisistrue now.
And, just in case you are worn-
dering, the park administration
and the Department of Environ-
mental Resources have shown
littleinterest in addressing our
concerns. Privateboaters had
no effectiveinput before the fee
was put into place, and they
have nonenow. Thefe€'sin,its
timeto pay up and shut up. In
fact, the responseweve gotten
so far has been an openthreat
to reduce the number of private

boater slotson theriverin retali-
ationfor the boycott. Oh, and if
you don't follow park "rules’ to
the letter, maybeyoull just hap
pen to get fined or arrested. Be-
cause they can, you know.

That's the situation at
Ohiopyle, Mr. Wdbridge. And
that's why youll see reasoning,
reasonableadultscarryingsigns
in Ohiopyleand boycotting the
river until the toll booth closes
at 3p.m. Wed much rather
paddlethan picket, But wedoit
becausewe bdievethat youve
got to stand up for what you be-
lieveisright— as private boaters
and private citizens. It i a mat-
ter of principle.

Sincerely,

Debbie Patz, President,
Keystone River Runners
Phil Patz, Keystone

River Runners

Tom Irwin, Parks
Committee Chairman, Three
RiversPaddling Club

Quality (’C

Innovation
Service

‘Upper Yough"
Riverside Shop
P.0. Box 70
276 Maple Street
Friendsville, MD
21531
call for
Free Catalog

" stay mﬁ"j
\Stay WARM

(sasq“at‘:h Skins@ Manufacturedin the

Wi

United States by Mountain Surf; trc: ‘
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Editor's note:

| have known Charlie
Walbridgefor along timeand
hold himinhighregard. No
one has donemore to promote
whitewater safety than
Charlie. Hegraciously
spendsa great deal of histime
working on AWA and ACA
projectsand weail owehima
debt of gratitude.

| value Charlie'sopinion,
but, thistime, I'mafraid |
have to sidewith"therebels!

You see, | recently had the
“privilege” of making out a
rather sizablecheck to the
Treasurer of Pennsylvania to
cover my state incometax for
1992. So, when | amcon-
fronted by state park rangers
demanding that | pay a feeto
paddlethe Yough, | don't con-
siderittrivial... | consider it
insulting. Unlike someresi-
dents of Pennsylvania, | do
not receive a welfare check,
subsidized day careor free
health care. Actually, | don't
get a kell of a lot for my state
tax dollar. I nfact, using the

_facilitiesat Ohiopyle i sone of

the only tangible services that
the state provides to me. So
why am| being asked to pay

forit twice?

On a number of occasions
I'have heard park rangerstalk
about how they intend to
manage"their park'! That re-
ally irksme... asa taxpayer |
thought the park belonged to
me... and that as public ser-
vants, therangersworked for
me.

Most of the paddlers pick-
eting at Ohiopyle arelaw
abiding taxpayersw#e are
concerned with the environ-
ment iNgeneral and theriver
i nparticular. It seemsto me
Heat when SOmany  citi-
zens are so unhappy, it would

1-behoove the park management

and stateauthorities to ask
themselves some serious ques-
tionsabout what iswrong at
Ohiopyle. Then they should
take stepsto correct the situa-
tion. ]

Maybeit istimefor the
citizensof Pennsylvania to
picket and protest. Maybeit
Istimefor them to take back
iMeir park.

Bob Gedekoh



LETTERS

3. Fork of American
Permit System

Californians Take
Note!!!!

Dear Editor:

In June of 1992, the County
Board of Supervisorsdirected
Parksand Recreation Divison
Staff to work with the River
Management Advisory Com-
mittee (RMAC) on the develop-
ment o aprivate boater identi-
ficationsystemfor the South
Fork of the American River.

On February 24,1993,
RVIAC recommendedthat a
privateboater permit system
beinitiated. Thepermitsys-
tem proposal wasreached
through consensusamong
RVIAC members. Within the

County's committeestructure,
RMAC agdvisesthe Parksand
Recreation Commission;the
Commissionadvisesthe Board
of Supervisors.

Since 1987, Parksand
Rcreation Divison staff and
RMAC have considered the
implementationd afeepermi
systemfor privateboaters.
Fee permitsare viewed favor-
ably for several reasons:

1. Privateboaterswiill pay
their fair sharefor County ser-
vicesand improvementsto
boater facilities. Outfitters
feesare now thesolesourceof
revenuefor the County'sriver
program.

2. Regigeringfor a permit
will reduce boaters anonymity
and the permit holder will be
accountable for the behavior
of the peopleonthetrip. Ac
countabilityisan important
consideration to property own

R = —— I )
- K en Kastor ff

and

EndlessRiver
Adventures

presents

COSTA RICA WHITEWATER '93

¢ Quality Kayak trips for the Adventure Traveler e

Tiips tailored to 5 -7 paddlers

Nights spent relaxing in comfortable hotels

Meals enjoyed in quality restaurants

Advanced, Expert and intermediate trips offered

Itineraries designed for maximum group paddling experience
Customized trips available for private groups

Non-paddling companions welcome

July
Oct 16 - 23 Advanced
Oct 30- Nov 6 Advanced
Nov 13 - 20 Couples

TRIP DATES AVAILABLE
July 17 - 24 Advanced "New This Year"
24 - 31 Intermediate" New This Year"

Nov 27 - Dec 3 Intermediate

Oct 23 - 30 Expert
Nov 6 - 13 Advanced
Nov 20 - 27 Advanced

CALL OR WRITETODAY!
Tel / FAX (704) 488-6199
P.O. Box 246, Bryson City, NC 28713

ersalongtheriver. Thisissue
isdf primary concernto RMAC
members.

3. Effortsneed to me made
to dissuadeillegd, or "pirate”
outfittingon the South Fork.
Through the 1980s, the average
number of private boaterson
the South Fork during the sum-
mer season wasaround 22,000
per year. Thelast threeyears,
the number hasswelled. In
1992, aconservativeestimate
of 37,000private boaterswent
down the South Fork from
May through September.

Granted, thereare myriad
factorscontributingto thisin-
crease. Butit has becomeap-
parent thereisasignificant
number of "private" tripson
the river that are not cost-shar-
ing, non commercidl trips.
Staff believesthat a permiton
which the permitteesignsa
statement that the tripis non-
commercia will betheleast
intrusiveway to get the mes-
sageacross. Pirate trips
should not betolerated be-
causethey contributeto con-
gestion, hurting everyone's
river experience. They com-
pete unfairly andillegaly with
legitimate outfitters.

4. Theeducational/informa-
tional opportunitiesafforded
by apermit will resultinim-
proved boater experiencelev-
elsand helptolessenrafting's
impactson theriver corridor.

The County's present ap-
proach, adoptedin a1984 ordi-
nance, requiresboatersto dis
play aregistrationtag. Thetag
program was al so conceivedto
inform and educate, but has
produced uneven resultson
thefour issuesabove.

Theaccompanyingstaff re-
port outlines the progressof
RMAC and staff on the Board's
directive. Thepresent pro-
posal issimilar to thetypesof
permits on federally managed
rivers: aregistrationformwill
be completed and atag dis-
played onthe boat. Pleaseno-
ticethat inthefirst year, there
will be nofeesassociatedwith
the permit. Staff will evaluate
the costsand resultsof thesys
tem before recommendingany
changesfor the 1994 season.

Y our commentson the pro-

Amaicn Whitewater v I

posal or participationin public
meetingswould be greatly ap-
preciated.

TheParksand Recreation
Commission, in a public meet-
ing March 17, will decided
whether to forward RMAC’s
recommendationto the Board
of Supervisors. If the Commis
sion recommendsapproval of
the permit system, a public
hearingbeforethe Board of S+
pervisorswill be scheduled
(probably in mid-April). There
wiill al so be arepresentative
from the Parksand Recreation
Division obtai ningcomments
asthe Friends o the River
Conferencein Oakland on
March 27-28.

You may contact meat the
address/ fax aboveor at (916)
621-5349.

Sincerdy,

Jeff Novek

River Recredtion Supervisor
County of H Dorado

2441 Heedington Rd
Maintenance Divison
Hacaville, CA 95567

FAX 626-0387

Editorsnote: | liveand
boat inthe Appalachians so
this doesn't mean a lot to me.
But it does sound a bit omi-
nous... reminiscent of our
situation on the Lower
Youghiogheny. Those of you
who paddle the South Fork of
the American would do #ef to
take note and make your feel-
ingsknown. The fact that we

| received thisletter seemsen-
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The photos of Billy
Bob Taylor and Andy
Bridge running the
Great Falls of the
Potomac in our
Jannary' February
issue were taken by
Emmy Good. We are
sorry that the photo
rredits were
accidentally omitted.



INSIDE THE
BELTWAY

by Ed E. Lyne

Aneght-laneinterstate
highway (knownasthe
"beltway") encirclesWash
ington, D.C.* likean poi-
sonoussnake protecting
the capitol from reality
outside. | nsidethisterrify-
ing inferno, whilethe rest
o thenationlooksonin
horror, the clashinggears
o government dowly
grind away.

Theworldinsidethe
bdtway isa cacophonous
Tower of Babd — inhab-
ited by politicians, bureau-
crats, T.V. newscasters,
lobbyists, lawyers, govern-
ment contractors, drugad-
dicts, and specia interest
groups.

Undeterred by this hor-
rificscene, and ever alert
to anythingand everything
affecting whitewater, ANVA
keepsaclosewatch on
eventsdf interest to
whitewater boaters.

Thefollowingispart of
acontinuing seriesd re-
portsfromindgdethe
betway.

* Standsfor Darknessand
Confusion.

Editor's Note: Unless oth-
erwise stated, the viewsex-
pressed inthisarticleare
thoseof the author and do
not reflect the policiesor
views of the AWA.

BIG SHIFT IN FOCUS FOR RIVER
CONSERVATIONISTS

No longer is Congressthe only cir-
cusintownfor river conservationists.
Al Gore, Bruce Babbitt, and underlings
too numerousto name, including
somenot yet appointed, arewaving
the greenflag from windowsin office
buildingsin the executivebranch-for
thefirst timein 12 years.

People have been recruitedfor jobs
in the new administrationfrom almost
every environmental organi zationnow
operatinginsidethebdtway. TheS-
erra Club, National Audubon Society
and other groupshave glesfully ac-
ceptedtheresignation of their best
and brightest, departingfor jobsin
new the administration. Even Ameri-
can Riverslost a key employee, Chuck
Fox, who becamea special assistant to
the new pro-environment EPA Admin-
istrator.

Itistooearly totell whatdl this
will mean-if anything- for river conser-
vation. Severd trends, however, have
already becomeclear.

The Clinton administration contin-
uestofocuson the economy, jobs, and
the national debt. Thismeansseverd
things.

First of dl, it will mean moreand
higher feesfor dl formsof publicland
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use. The President's February 17"Vi-
sion" document madethisobvious
whenit proposed higher grazing fees,
aroyalty on hard rock mining, and the
eimination of below cost timber sales.
That document proposedto raise
$265,000,0000ver 4 yearsthrough user
fees, recreationfees, and entrancefees
onfederal lands. Theincreaseswould
befrom $1to $3 withthe revenuesbe-
ing plowed back into recreational pro-
grams.

Like other recreationistswho use
Federal lands, boatersmay also have
to pay moreto get into national park
and national forest areas, aswell as
Army Corpsof Engineerscampsites.

Thereisplenty o good newsas
well, however.

The President's energy tax proposal
hit hydroel ectric power generational-
though"clean" and "renewabl €" en
ergy sources, such aswind and solar,
did escapethet ax. Thispromptedthe
National Hydropower Associationto
label thetax "discriminatory™.

AWA'’s Washingtonstaff, Rich Bow-
ers, blasted the Hydropower
Association's oppositionto Clinton's
energy t ax. Bowersasked Congres-
sional tax writingcommitteesto keep
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Clinton'shydrotax in place. Interested
readerscan get acopy o hisletter by
caling Rich at 202-547-6900.

In another new devel opment,some
of the most pro-hydro appointeesat
the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission (FERC) haveresigned. This
includes CharlesTrabant, knownfor
hisslash and burn attackson river rec-
reationinterests. Thereisevenasmall
— but real — possibility that FERC
may get a"'green” commissionerfor
thefirsttimein history.

A lobbying campaign waswaged by
AWA, the National Wildlife Federation,
and othersto encourage President
Clintonto appoint someonewith

knowledgedf river resourcesto FERC.

Thiscould counterbalancethe
agency's historic pro-devel opment
bias. The appointment of evenone
commissionerwithaminimum level of
environmental awarenesswould bea
big stepfor FERC - and it could dra-
matically affect the relicensing of

=E0A

moret hen 200 hydro damsnow in
progressat the agency.

The groupsare also asking Clinton
to reformthe way the agency is man-
aged. [Seethe articleelsewhereinthis
issue by Rich Bowerg]

The Officedf Hydropower at the
Energy Departmentisalso under fire
from river advocates. AWA isasking
that it be completely dismantled. The
officehasserved aslittlemorethan a
mouthpiecefor the hydropower indus-
try, costing thetaxpayersmorethan a
$1,000,000ayear.

Onenoveltyfor river conservation-
istsisthe discovery that it may no
longer be necessary to lobby congress
to get river protection projects moving
inthe Federal government. Now, Gore
or Babbitt or someoneelsehigh upin
the new administrationcan, with a
stoke df the pen, repea a12-year old
encrustationd anti-environmental
rulesand regulations, replacingthem
with something more up-to-dateand

Serving the
paddling sports
since 1969

SHOGUN - The ultimatewhitewater play boat
RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak
RAPID - Proven freestyle winner
Still made using tough crosslinked polyethylene construction

Our SEDA SeaKayak lineconsists of the famousGlider,

Viking, Swift, Tango and V agabond.

Our SEDA open and decked recreational canoes are highly
regarded by customers throughout the nation and Canada.

Our SEDA accessoriesinclude Coast Guard approved lifevests,
top design wet suitsand a comprehensive lineof whitewater and

flatwater gear.

Call today for our 40 page bar gain-packed catalog and dealer near est you.

SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Coolidge Ave., National City, CA 91950
Tel: 6191336 2444
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environmentallyaware!! Thiscould
makelifeinsidethe beltway, alot
easier for river advocacy groups.

Another plusfor river advocates
could bethe Adminigtration'snew "in-
frastructure" and jobsinitiatives, as
well as Clinton'sshort term"stimulus'
package.

Thereis$L7 billioninthestimulus
package, some o whichis supposed
to befor environmental publicworks.
Signasfrom the new administration
suggest that environmental restoration
projects— including river restoration
— may comeinfor somesignificant
new money, especidly if the projects
arejob intensive.

The Army Corpsd Engineersisal-
ready hard at work putting the
Kissimmee River back initsorigina
meanderingcourse, rippingout dl the
dikesand leveesthey constructed sev-
eral decadesago. Could thisbethe
wave of thefuture?7ll

Dovrsiw Day Civcl Warttaraoor Bace
HQ Prood COoMPRESSION STUFTF SacKE
Wirgaraoor Cavrns Baoe

Karax STonicE FLOTATION

ExThaironr PFD'e
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CanoE FroTanion
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Yamuma Racks
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CALL FOR FREE COLOR CATALOG OF
OVER 400 PADDLESPORT PRODUCTS.

1-800-843-8985

OYAGEUR

P.O. BOX 207 - WAITSFIELD . VERMONT 05673
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ANOTHER TRY FOR
THENORTHFORKOF

THE PAYETTE

CongressmanLarry LaRocco hasintro-
duced anew verson o hisbill toindude
Idaho'sfamouswhitewater attraction, the
North Fork d the Payette, in the nationd
wild and scenicriverssystem.

Asmilar effort last year cameclose,
but got tangled up in afight over the
Lower Man Sdmon which wasinduded
in thesame bill causinglocd politica
problems.

The new hill HR.233 coversonly the
North Fork d the Payette 25-miles down
siream d Cabarton Bridge and upsiream
o Banks.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: WriteChair-
man Bruce Vento, Subcommittee on Na-
tional Par k and Public Lands, Commit-
tee on Natural Resources, USHouse of
Representatives, 812 House Annex 1, US
Capitol Washington, DC 20515. Ask him
to move the bill through hiscommittee
this year.

RED RIVER BILL

The Stated” Kentucky has510.3miles
d good whitewater, according to the ANA
Nationwide Whiteweter Inventory, but not
oneriver milein Kentucky has been pro-
tected under the Federa Wild and Scenic
RiversAct. (TheBig South Fork o the
Cumberlandisincluded in the Nationd
Park Systemn, but not protected from
FERC dams.

Senator McConnell proposesto change
thisembarrassngsituation by desgnating
194 milesd the Red River downstreamof
highway 746 a Federal Wild and Scenic
river. Thissection containsclassIi-II
whitewater.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write Senator
Dale Bumpers, Subcommittee on Public
Land, National Parks and Forests, 308
Dirksen, USCapitol, Washington DC. Ask
himto move the McConnell bill, S. 250
through his committee.

RIO GRANDE RIVER BILL

INTRODUCED

Another wild and scenic rivershill af-
fecting whitewater hasdso beenintro-
duced in the US Senate. A bill wasintro-
duced by Senator Bingamanin February
toadd an additiond 12-milessgment of
themangem d the Rio Grandein New
Mexicoimmediately downstreamd the
segment dreedy included in thesystem.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write Senator
Dale Bumpers at the address above. Ask
hi mto move the Bingaman bill, S. 375
through hiscommittee.

CONSERVE
STATE OF THE NATION'SRIVERS

Proposals now being devel oped by key river conservation groups could radically
changethe direction of future river protection efforts. Some cutting-edge environ-
mental advocates, led by the upstart Oregon-based Pacific Rivers Council, are be-
ginningto addressriver conservationissuesfrom amorescientificpoint of view. As
with so many other environmental issues, the key ideais"biodiversity”.

The new initiativesare being devel opedin responseto a recent avalanchecf
troubling scientific revelations. According to fisheriesbiologists, fresh water ecolo-
gists, zoologistsand other scientists, the nation's fresh water riversand streams,
and the aguati c specieswhichinhabit them, arein surprisingly desperateshape.
[Seethearticleelsewhereinthi s issue, " Scientists Sound Alarm for River Ecology”']

River advocatesare reacting to the heightened level of scientificconcernfor riv-
erine biodiversity in twoways. first by trying ascertain the scope of the problem
and second, by developing new strategiesto address river conservationfrom a eco-
logical point o view.

Two proposal sare now under development. One, based on a bill (H.R. 5001) in-
troducedin the House of Representativeslast session, is now being retooled by the
Pacific Rivers Council and several other national river conservation groupsinclud-
ing AWA. Thisisthe"State of the Nations Rivers' proposal. At thispointitisnot
clear whether legidation will be needed or whether the proposal can be carried out
adminigtratively. Theideaisto requirethe Federal governmentto prepare, every 5
years, aStatedf the NationsRivers Report evaluating the existingstatus and his-
torictrendsin river resources.

Other legidationwll befollowingonthe hedsdf the State of the NationsRivers
proposal. One hill is designed to encourageefforts, at dl levelsaf government, and
by privatelandowners, which contributeto restoring ecological health to degraded
rivers. Thestrategy goesfar beyond merely addressing surface runoff of water pol-
lutants or wild and scenicvauesin specific short river segments. Theideaisto as-
Sist project which recognizethe biological interrel ationshipsbetween theriver, the
riparian zone, the flood plain, the hyporheic zone (the water underneathariver),
and, infact, the entirewatershed.

Again, the Pacific Rivers Council i sspearheading development o thi s legidation.
The bill drawson exhaustiveresearchand analysis prepared by the Council and
publishedin March of thisyear in areport entitled"Entering the Watershed'. The
report and adraft of their bill isavailablefrom the Council's officesin Eugene, Or-
egon. PO. Box 309; zip 97440.

STATE PROTECTED RIVERS

Federal court decisions continueto reduce the authority of State agenciesto
protect State water rightsand instream flowsfrom damage associated with Fed-
eral hydroelectric projects.

Theruling in the notorious 1990 Supreme Court case (Californiav FERC) has
now been expanded by a new Californiacaseinvolvingthe South Fork of the
American River. The court held that the SalesFlat Hydro project on that river
does not even haveto submit to the State water permit process.

Afterfailingto reverse Californiav FERC inlast year's National Energy Act,
river advocates are working on a new strategy, exemplified by the bill recently
introduced by Senator Jeffords of Vermont. Thisbill amendsthe Clean Water
Act to permit Statesto impose conditionson damsto protect natural and recre-
ational resourcesimportant to the State.

FERC RECEIVES WASHINGTON RESOURCE PROTECTION PLAN

FERC hasreceived a plan from WashingtonState to protect more than 23,000
river milesfrom new hydro devel opment and to require mitigationfor another
43,712river miles. FERC isrequiredto take State plansof thiskind into consid-
erationinissuing new hydrolicenses. Theriverswere classified onthe basis of
several typesof natural resourceswhich could be adversely affected by hydro
development, including recreation resources. Unfortunately, many new projects
already proposed (as many as 72 sites) will not be affected by the State plan.

Lanerican Whitewater v'.: T
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Canadian Receives Perception’s River Conservation Award

thetwelfth recipientof the Perception,

Inc. River Conservationistof the Year
Award. Theawardisgivenannually to
supportindividua initiativein thefight to
preservefreeflowing riversaccordingto
Bill Masters, Perception C.E.O.

For the past three yearsCarel esshas
beeninstrumentalin the delay of the cop-
per mineconstructionthat would devas-
tatethe Tatshenshini Riverin British Co-
lumbia Carelesshasformed Tatshenshini
International, aconsortium of 35conserva-
tion organi zationsfrom the United States
and Canadato prevent the destruction of
theriver. More than seven millioncon-
cerned people belongto the thirty-five or-
ganizationsthat opposethe project.

"Virtualy every conservation groupin
the hemisphere has been organizedto fight
the proposed copper mineand to savethe
Tat. Thatisnomeanfeat," said Timothy E.
Wirth, United States Senator from Colo-
rado.

"Ric Careless.. put together the ele-
mentsdf a national and international codli-
tionto opposethistravesty of amine,"re-
marked Brock Evans, Vice President of
Nationd |ssuesfor the National Audubon
Society. “In 1991, Ric actually got al of us
together in one placeto formaizethe great
structurethat he had already built-anin-
ternational assemblage known as
Tatshenshini International. It isthe very
first North American organizationwhich
operatesand functionsassuch."

"TheTatshenshini would not now be
posed for preservationwereit not for Ric.
Infact, therewouldlikely already be roads
in theincrediblewildernessvalley," ac-
cording to Johnny Mikesdf Canadian
River Expeditions, Ltd. "Hisenergy, inten-
sity and determinationhavevirtually
single-handedly carried the campaign.”

"Hiswork to bring out the facts about
thedangersdf the proposed mine, espe-
cidly the potential acid drainageand the
devastatingeffectsthe acid would haveon
Glecier Nationa Park inthe U.S. and on
the Alaskan salmonfishingindustry has
gavanized the support of the entirecon-
servation community,” remarked Paul
George, founder of the Western Canada
WildernessCommittee.

The presentationof the Perception
Award, which includesa check for $1000
aswell asa plaque, was madeat the
Tatshenshini International Board of Direc-
torsmeetingin Gabriolalsand, British Co-
lumbia, by hisprimary nominator, Saly
Ramney, president of American Wildlands.

c anadian Ric Carel esshas been named
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“Ric Carelessistheleader and coordi-
nator, the mastermind and theguiding
spirit of thiscampaign. Thereisno one
moredeserving of recognitionfor brilliant
campaign management, dedication.. al he
hassacrificedand al that he hasgained for
the Tatshenshini River,"shesaid.

Past recipientsof the Perception Award
include;

1991 Scootch Pankonin, \Washington,
D.C. Representativefor AmericaOutdoors
and aprimemover invirtualy all major
conservationefforts. VolunteersasVice
Chair of AmericanRiversBoard of Direc-
tors.

1990 Wendy Wilson, Idaho. Fought for
passage df 1daho's State Protected Rivers
Program, gaining protectionfor 873river
milesonthe Forksd the Boise, the Priest,
the Payetteand the Middle Snake.

1989 Pete Skinner, New York. Member
of AWA’s Board of Directors. Lauded for
hisgrassrootswork and for encouraging
citizeninvolvementin thelicensingand
reicensng df hydro dams.

1988 Mark Dubois, Cdifornia. Instru-
mental infight to savethe Stanidaus. In
1986 hefounded the International Rivers
Network, which fightsto saverivers
around the world, particularlyin Third
World Countries.

1987 PopeBarrow, Maryland. Member
o AWA Board o Directors. Originator of
the River Weatch System, an early warning
systemto publicizecontroversia new hy-
dro projects. Prime mover and shaker in all
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o AWA's conservationeffortsand in the
recent development of theriver access
policy statement.

1986 Frank Fy, Tennessee. Fought to
stop the Columbia Dam on the Duck River,
Tennessee'slongest freeflowing river.
Fought to devel opa plan that would pro-
tect the river indefinitely.

1985 Nick Adams, Maine. Formed the
Penobscot Coalition to savethe West
Branch of the Penobscot River. Unified
fisherman, boatersand other outdoor inter-
est groupsin thisbattle.

1984 Dr. Gerdd Merd, Cdifornia Dud
effortsto savethe Tuolumne from dam-
ming and to defeat California Governor
Deukrngian'smassivewater devel opment
plan.

1983 Steve Taylor, WashingtonD.C.
Tirelesseffortsto savethe Gauley Riverin
Wes Virginiafroma U.S Armmy Corp of En-
gineershydroel ectric project.

1982 Tom Eadey, Colorado. Helped
form the Northwest River Alli- ance,
whichfought to obtain Wild
and Scenic Statusfor the
riversd Colorado.

1981 David
Brown, Wes Vir-
ginia Provided
full-timeleader-
shipinstruggles
tosavethe Gauley
in West Virginiaand
the Ocoeein Tennes- I
L.
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ldaho Rivers United Recruiting River Monitors

VolunteersNeeded to Achieve
Wild and Scenic Status

Idaho RiversUnited (IRU) is recruitingvolunteersfor a new
river monitoring and protectionprogram, the River Advocate
Team (RAT). River Advocate Team V olunteerswill adopt ariver
that isunder study for inclusioninthefederal Wild and Scenic
River system and work with I daho RiversUnited staff to support
the process.

Clearwater and Nez Perce Forest officiashave announced
that Wild and Scenic suitability studieswill be conductedon
nineteenriversin the two forestsover the next two years. Suit-
ability studiesare the second of thetwo part Wild and Scenic
river evaluation process established by the Forest Service.

Thefirst part, inati ic eligibili
of ariver, wasconducted during preparationof theforest man-
agement plan. To bedigible, ariver must befree-flowingand
possess one or more outstanding values.. ie. scenic or recre-
ational.

Thesuitability determinationis moresubjectiveand is heavily
influenced by publicopinion. Topicsconsidered in the suitability
study include:

Theusesadf theland that would be enhanced,foreclosed or
curtailedif theriverisdesignated Wild and Scenic.

Theriver valuesthat would belost if theriver isnot protected.

Public,state and local governmentinterestin protection.

Current land ownership.

Whenthe Forest Servicedeemsariver suitablefor designa
tion, the Secretary of Agriculturemay forward the recommenda-
tionto the President, who may forward it to Congressfor avote.
If ariver isfound unsuitable, interim protectionislifted.

Theldaho suitability studieswill be staggered over the next
two years. Forest Service officia DennisGriffith will act as coor-
dinator. Riverslyingtotally within publiclandswill be studied
first, followed by riverswith mixed land ownership. Thefirst
studies, to be completed by April, 1994, will probably be on the
watershed o the North Fork of the Clearwater, White Sand
Creek and the headwatersof the Salway.

The Forest Service plansto eventualy evaluateevery river in
Idahothat lieswithin their domain. RAT volunteerswill bere-
sponsiblefor gatheringbasi cinformationabout their river, estab-
lishing contact withthefederal management agency, and helping
the Idaho Rivers United staff monitor thestudy process. IRU will
provided| d thevolunteerswith a handbook. RAT volunteers
may work alone, or may chooseto work inteamson a particular
river.

"The River Advocate Team isasimpleway to get involvedin
protectingariver that isnear and dear toyou. If youlive near a
river or vidgt ariver regularly, you'rethe expert on that river,"
said Liz Paul of 1daho RiversUnited. "The RAT volunteerswill
serve asliaisonsbetween the agenciesand IRU."

For additional informationabout the RAT program call IRU at
(208) 343-7481 or (800) 574-7481. The addressis: p.o. Box 633,
Boise, |[daho83701. IRU isastatewide, non-profit river conserva
tion organizationwith 800 members i
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Bargarmin Creek

Bear Creek Drainage (Brush
Fork, Cub, Paradise, Wahoo%

W.F. Gedney Creek

Rivers to be Studied in the Nez Perce Forest!

White Bird Creek
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South Fork Clearwater

Rivers to be Studied in Clearwater

Johns Creek Forest

Lake Creek Cayuse Creek

Meadow Creek North Fork Clearwater

Moose Creek (East, West anb Fish Creek

North Forks and Rhoda Creek) Hungery Creek

Running Creek Kelly Creek

Slate Crleek White Sand Creek

Three Links Creek Little North Fork of Clearwater
r ]

WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST

COMPLETE PADDLING SHOP

Located in the Heart of the
New & Gauley Rivers

Products from: Perception, Wilderness
Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,
Patagonia, Stohlquist, Rapidstyle,
Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps,

Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE!

NORTH AMERICAN
RIVER RUNNERS, INC

On U.S.'Route 60, 7 Mile
East of U.S. 19 Intersection
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ADDITIONAL REGULATION
THREATENSACCESSTO
WESTWATER CANYON

Ric Alesch

New regulationsfor
Westwater Canyonin eastern
Utaharemakingit harderto
get on the popular Colorado
River run,and a proposed
regulationfor next year threat-
ensto ruin an annual fdl pil-
grimagefor many western
boaters. Westwater isa popu-
lar class1-IV river trip in Utah
about 30 mileswest of Grand
Junction, Colorado. It offers
beautiful canyonscenery and
isespecidly popularinthelate
season when other streams
havedried up. Westwateris
oned thefew desert canyon
whitewater tripsthat can be
madein one day, although
many partiesmakeit an
overnighter,which increases
itsappeal asaweekend float.

River usein Westwater
Canyoniscontrolled by the
Bureaud Land Management
(BLM), and accessto the can-
yon hasgotten moreand more
difficult for privateboatersin
thelast 15years. In recent
yearsBLM hasalso increased
equipment requirements. In
thelast two yearsthey added
three stipul ationsthat most
private boatersconsidered ex-
cessiveand, inthe casedf two
o thethree, many termed ri-
diculous. Specificdly, kayak
partieswererequired to carry
one extrapaddleand life
jacket per every three boats.
Kayak partieswereasore-
quiredto haveahumansolid
wastecarry-out system.

Mog paddlersdo not ob-

|needed to protect canyon re-

Save The

Rivers Raffle

Proceedsto
benefit AWA's
Whitewater
Defense
Project A
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The 13 canoe of your choice
made by MILLBROOK
BOATS

Custom Built by John
Kazimierczyk. Vaue$775**
(603) 529-3919

Other Prizes:
Squirtstick by FINE LINE
PADDLES

Custom Built by David Gatz.

RIVERSPORT SCHOOL OF
PADDLING

2-day clinicof choice. Vdue
$180

(814) 3955744

1-Day ZOAR OUTDOOR
privateclinic

=4 Taught by former world
LA champion Bruce Lessds.

Vaues$iss
(800) 5:32-7483

RALPIDSTYLE

ject to reasonabl estipul ations

sourcesand control user num-
bers, aslong asthey are kept
to an essential minimum and
treat private boatersfairly.
Mog private boatersal so sup-
port effortsto increase
whitewater safety, but gener-
aly believethat education, not
regulation,istheanswer. Car-
rying aspare paddleisaways
agood idea, especidlyfor re-
moteareas. But requiringone
for every 3 boatsin Westwater
Canyon would seem excessive.
Privateboaters have sug-
gested that each group should
assesstheir skillsand deter-
minethe right number of spare
paddlesto bring. Thelogic be-
hind requiringextralifejackets
for kayak tripsalso has been
called intoquestion. In over
thirteenyearsd day tripsin
Westwater and el sewherethis
author has never known of
anyonelosing hisor her life
jacket. (Note: thisrequirement

$100BUDDHA BEAR
(Cohasset, MA) gift certificate
(617) 383-2785

$7/5MITCHELL PADDLES

gift certificate

(603) 523-7004 LY T Y 4

$75VOYAGEUR gift mifchell
gi

certificate /I ‘

(800) 543-5955 \FOVAGEUR

$75ALL OUTDOORS

(Manchester,NH) gift giiT
certificate
(800) 624-1468

$75RAPIDSTYLE gift
certificate

Paddlmg jacket by Olynpic
Champion Dana Chladek
(301) 946-9686

$75COUNTRY CANOEST
(DUNBARTON, NH) gift
certificate

(603) 774-7888

$75MOUNTAIN STATE

was dropped | ast year dueto
protestsfrom many boaters.)

Requiringa humanwaste
carry out system for kayak day
trips hasalso rai sed the hack-
lesdf private boaters. They ar-
guethat with thefacilitiesat
the put in and takeout, pit
stopsto leave solid waste
dongtheriver arerdatively
rare. Even when private boat-
ersarerequiredtocarry a
plastic picklejjar or some other
contai ner, most would prob-
ably not useit.

The BLM recentlyissuedits
1993 Mo&b District permitin-
formation and they are once
again tightening theregula-
tionsfor accessto Westwater
Canyon (and the San Juan
River and Desolation Canyon
on the Green River), without
publicinput. BLM isextending
the permit season to include
April and October. For 1993,
the October extensionin
Westwater only appliesto
overnight trips; however, BLM

$75 CLARKE OUTDOORS
(West Cornwall, CT) gift
certificate

(203) 672-6365

Custom helmet from NEW
WAVE WATERWORKS
Value $65

(717) 944-6320

5 one-year AMERICAN
WHITEWATER
AFFFILIATION
memberships
Vaue$20

** Does not includeshipping
or custom work

Drawing will be held at the
FARMINGTON S ALOM on
October 17, 1993. You need
not be present to win.
Raffletickets are $3each; 4
for $10; 10 for $20.

Méake checks payableto AWA,
P.O. Box 85. Phoenicia, NY
12464

i

CANOE & KAYAK o ‘*~5. ot (g
(FAYETTEVILLE, WV) gift 7™ s 2 & SN S
certificate ._:u.;."rﬂﬂﬁ'r.wl g ',}M
(800) 84KAYAK e i e —

———— b—
B T

American Whitewater v ST rr T

o g —
e S

i T P




v s

m _the first SELF-BAILING
_ all inflatable cataraft!
i' jl“irv'h“ NO HARD PARTS!

First made for video boatm River = .
in Australiain 1986, the has .
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|§r’1troduceya novice tg GOOD water! They are | L 4
stable yet responsive in big H,O & fast in flat-
water. Two experienced paddlers can stretch 'E‘r
their limits...hole punching and b

We are committed to
the premise that "heavy
I_duty" does not mean

SHREDDER rolls
up into a compact
-18" x 28" The cross
tubes & raised floor
eliminate the need for
a bulky frame. Have
been used as guide
boats on raft & ducky
trips...made entirely in
Pennsylvania.......98%

domestic content!
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*= gplash screen == foot stirrups
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SHREDDERS ¢« RAFTS
STANDARD MODEL SPECS..... MATERIALS
* length = 124" . color = black 668
* width = 58" * weight = 35-54 Ibs 412 - 329 - 1§ 15470
« tube diameters available = 185", 20", 21" Box 36 Ohiopyle,
neoprene/nylon ~SK FOR TONY

PRICES RANGE FROM $980.00 & UP
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is considering al so limiting day
use during October in 1994.
Duringthelast 15years
Westwater Canyon has be-
comea meccafor whitewater
paddliersin early October who
either failed to get summer
permits, or who, for onerea-
son or another, did not try.
Last year over 700 people
launched thefirst Saturday in
October. Lateseason flows are
ideal for kayaking, offering
many popular play spots. Raft-
ingisstill good, and the
weather is often quite nice.
October weather in Utah
can beiffy though, and in No-
vember average temperatures
drop significantly. Snowisa
real possibility,and daylight
hoursdecrease rapidly. Ex-
tending the permit season to
November would discourage
most boatersfrom comingto
Westwater after permit season.

Some private boaters believe
that thismay be exactly what
BLM wants; it wouldlikely
eliminate what Paddler Maga:
zZinerecently referred to asthe
annual Westwater "hydraulic
convergence."

One of the reasonsfor the
pent up demand for accessto
Westwater isthe increasing
difficulty that noncommercial
boaters have had using the
river in recent years. The many
changesthat have been made
in proceduresfor permit appli-
cations, fees, and equipment
requirements, all came without
publicinput. Several years ago
BLM quit allowing kayakersto
use unfilledpermit space at the
launch site. Noncommercial
demand hasgrown moredra-
matically than commercial de-
mand, but BLM hasnot ad-
justed the user day allocation
to reflect the greater noncom-
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mercial interest levels. ThisisaT

common problem on western
riversthat are managed under a
split allocation system.

In additionto all these
changes made without
benefit of publicinput, to
thisauthor's knowledge
Westwater isthe only
major federally-managed
permit river that lacksa
comprehengve river
management plan. BLM’s
alusion to axing the
October free day use
season in the 1993 permit
application literature
appearsto be an attempt
to"test thewaters' for
public reaction.
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Representatives of the AWA
are urging BLM to reconsider
theideaof extending thesea-
son for day useand asking
them to address theseissuesin
alongoverdue river manage-
ment plan. The AWA represen-
tatives are callingfor support
from the general boating pub-
lic.

The AWA isarguingthat
rather than makeit more diffi-
cult for private boatersto get
ontheriver, BLM should con-
sider changestotheexisting
management system. First,
they suggest that the user-day
ratio could be agiustedtoin-
crease the noncommercial al-
location relativeto commercial
use. Thisratio wasset at 50/50
over 15yearsago, andtothis
author's knowledge, it has
never been agiusted.

The AWA also believesthat
the BLM should also consider
increasingthe daily limiton
the number of boatersallowed
to make day tripsthrough
Westwater Canyon. They argue
that uselevelsshould be con-
trolled to limit environmental
impactsand preserve aquality
experience. However, day trips
haveminimal impact on can-
yon resources, and Westwater
isnot considered by most boat-
erstobeaprimitivewilderness
experience. They arguethat
thereisno need to keep day
useat very low levels. The
AWA believesthat somein-
crease in day use could beac-
commodated without degrad-
ing the experience. Infact,

BLM probably doesnot havea
strong basisfor controlling use
Levdsastightly asthey do, be-
cause Westwater Canyon, -
though found eligiblefor desig-
nationasawild and scenic
river severa yearsago, hasnot
yet been designated by Con-
gress, and the interim protec-
tion hasexpired.

The ANA is urging boatersto
writeto the BLM and protest the
increased regulation of the Calo-
rado River in Westwater Canyon
(and other Utah rivers) without
public input, especidly the con-
templated October extensionfor
1994. L ettersshould be addressed
to the District Manager, BLM, at
P.O. Bax 970, Mosb, UT 8801



LOSS OF RIVER-BASED
BIODIVERSITY ALARMS

SCIENTISTS

by Pope Barrow

known that fresh water riv-

ersand streamsare an es-
sential coginthe complex ma
chine known asthe natural
ecosystem. Lately, however, a
consensusisgrowing within
the scientific community that
the biological health of
Americasflowingwatersisse-
riously impaired. If the degra-
dation continues unabated, it
could haveserious conse-
quencesfor many formsof life.

Accordingto a January
1993articleinthe technical
journal, BioScience, fresh wa-
ter riversare ascritical to
biodiversityastropical rain
forests. "Flowing waters... are
of great importanceto our
physical, chemical, and biologi-
cal world...[harboring]a di-
verse and unique panoply of
species, habitats, and ecosys-
tems, includingsome of the
most threatened speciesand
ecosystemson earth and some
... having greatest valueto hu-
man society."
Therumblingsfrom

academiawerefirst reported
in the July/August issue of this
magazineafter experts testi-
fied before a Congressional
subcommittee that "the biota
of North Americanrivershas
been decimated by the actions
of human society". According
to Dr. Arthur Benke and Dr.
James Karr the damage has
been going onfor solongand
isnow so extensive that the
"total lossof biodiversity may
never be known."

Sci entists have always

New ReportsContaina
Digurbing Message

Recently the anxious warn-
ingsfrom afew scientistshave
grown to a creshendo of trou-
bling new information. Ina
blockbuster 552 page report re-
leased at theend of 1992 by the
National Academy of Sciences,
ina 317 pageanaysisentitled
"Enteringthe Watershed" pre-
pared by experts at the Pacific
RiversCouncil,and evenin ar-
ticlesinthe New York Times
and Washington Post, the dis-
turbing messageisthe same:
numerousriver ecosystems
have already been damaged al-
most beyond repair; othersare
onthevergeof collapse; and
no effectivemechanismsarein
placeto avert the damageor to
restore degraded riverineeco-
systems.

The bioticimpoverishment
of our riversand streamsis
most dramaticallyillustrated
by theloss of speciesdiversity.

Tothe average person, the
extinction of the Tellicosnail
darter in Tennessee or the dis-
appearance of afew frogand
mussel specieshere and there
doesnot seem amgjor catas-
trophe. But the biological
changesnow underway in
thousands of riversand
streamsthroughout North
Americamay be having rela-
tivelyinvisible, but dramatic,
effects on river ecology.

Scientists point out that, in
any river ecosystem, the thin-
ning of individual speciesin-

CONSERVE

1990 sudy by Larry Mader of the
Nature Conservancy found that in

North American fresh water s 23%aof our
amphibiousspeciesarenow rareor extinct, as
are 34%of our fish, 65% of our crayfish,and

73% of our mussls.

Anocther sudy of freshwater musselsfound
that of the 237 known species, 13 are currently
extinct, 40 are endangered, 2 are threatened,
and 74 are Federal candidatespecies. These
losses have been term " catagtrophic” by
zoologistsand biologists.

crementally impairstheentire
system. At some point the
whol e system collapses. Ac-
cordingto Dr. John Cairns of
the VirginiaPolytechic I nsti-
tute, itslikean airplane wing:
"If you keep pullingrivetsout,
[eventually]the wingisgoing
togo."

Exiging Laws Not
Adeguateto Protect
Biodivergty

Americans have made mas-
sive — and expensive — ef-
fortsto clean up the chemical
contamination of riversand
streamsthrough the Clean Wa:
ter Act. Wehavealsotried to
protect some outstanding free
flowing watersthrough the
Federal Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act. These effortsare now be-
ginning to seem woefully inad-
equate — and maybeeven mis-
directed.

Inthe 20yearssincethe
passage of the Federal Clean
Water Actin 1972, significant
progress has been madein re-
ducing chemical contamina-
tionfrom urban sewage and
from industrial pollution. Many
formerly poisonousriversare
now fishable and swimmable.
Some are even drinkable, con-
sistent with the objectives of
the original clean water legida
tion. But recent scientific stud-
iessuggest that purifyingthe
riversand streamsof industrial
and municipal contaminants
will not, in itself, restore bio-

American Whitewater v

logical and ecological func-
tions.

Accordingto the testimony
of Dr.JamesKarr beforethe
U.S. Congresslast year, our ob-
session with cleaning up the
chemical pollutioninour riv-
ers has been myopic. Whilewe
were spending more than $453
billionsince 1970to reduce
sewage contamination and in-
dustrial chemical pollution, we
were overlooking the biologi-
cal functions of freeflowing
river systems. Asaresult, vir-
tually nothing has been done
to preservethe biological in-
tegrity of any river systemin
America

Duringthe past 25years,
river conservationistshave also
engaged in amassiveand diffi-
cult campaign to protect the
mogt outstandingrivers under
the Federal Wild and Scenic Riv-
ers System. Specific segments
of freeflowingwaters with spe-
cid scenic or recreational vd-
ues have gradually been added
tothe system. But, likethe
Clean Water Act, scientistssay
that thisapproachisasoinad-
equateand misdirected.

One problemisthat only 2%
o Americasriversand streams
could even qudify for incluson
inthat system. Thisleavesthe
vag mgjority of Americasde-
graded riversand streams sus-
ceptibleto continued degrada-
tion. In someareasthereare no
riversleft in good enough condi-
tion to qudify for wild and sce-
nic designation. All but 149
milesdf the 2,446-milelong Mis-
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souri River have been dammed !
Thewatersdf the Colorado
River are so impacted by dams
and diversionsthat none have
reached the Pecificin the past
2Syears.

Another problem with the
Federal wild and scenic legida
tionisthat even " protected" riv-
ersare notimmune to contin-
ued biologica degradation. The
Wild and Scenic RiversAct only
appliesto a narrow band of ri-
parian landsaveraging a 1/4
mileon eachsideof the desig-
nated river. Moreover, desig-
nated segmentsare often just
that - segments- short stretches
o freeflowing water down-
stream of extremely degraded
tributariesand upstream of
larger, and even more degraded,
river segments.

Even designated wild and scenicriversare
vulnerableto degradation associated with
environmental changes in head water
tributaries,in the flood plain, and elsewhere
in the watershed. For example, flowsin the
wild and scenic segment of the Little Miami
River in Ohio, for example, have been reduced

30% by damson the upstream tributaries, Ash

fork and Caesar Creek.

Mogt mainlineriver conserva-
tion groupshave been dow to re-
dizethat thewild and scenica p
proach and the Clean Water Act
are unequd to the gigantictasks
ahead. But an ambitiousprogram
initiated by the Pacific Rivers
Council suggeststhat a new di-
rectionin river conservationis
finally emergingin responseto
thefindingsd aquatic biologists
and fresh water ecologists.[For
detailson these new initiative,
see"Indgdethe Beltway" else-
wherein thisissue]

What is needed, according to
recent scientific findings, isan
approach that reflectsthe eco-
logicd functionsof riversand re-
ducesthose stresses withinthe
ecosystem which adversely af-
fect the biologica health of free
flowing waters.

A Variety of Problems
The causesof damaged
stream ecology are numerous
and varied. Dams, diversions,
landscapealterations, exotic spe-
cies, overfishing, secondary ex-

tinctions, and chemical pollu-
tiondl play arole.

How disruptionscaused by
damsand diversionscompletely
ater normal river functionsby
changing water temperatureand
chemistry (dissolved oxygen,
mobilizing of naturally occur-
ring mercury, increased acidity),
by stopping the flow of nutri-
ents and sediment downstream,
and by interfering with the up-
stream and downstream move-
ment of fish and microorgan-
isms.

Dr. Arthur Benkeof the Uni-
versity of Alabamalaysmuch of
the blame on hydropower devel-
opment. In his1992 testimony
before Congress, he noted that
effortsby the Department of En-
ergy and the Federa Energy
Regulatory Commissionto build

PM%(IIOOI’BN
1wydro ,ro;ects
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doublethe num-
ber of hydro sites
in the ratien but
a—l’l mr 2% 1|

jty- Benke plasted
FERC for contrib-
uting to "thetotal
exploitation of the nations riv-
ers, [heedless| o its practicality
and of the degradation of rivers
as natural ecosystems’

In arecent articlein Canoe
magazine, Alan Kesselheimre-
portsthat wildlife populations
have crashedin the vast deltas
formed by the Peace and
AthabascaRiversin northern
Alberta. The probablecauseis
the Bennett Dam, hundreds of
milesupstream in British Co-
lumbia, constructed to provide
flood control, hydropower, and
lakerecreation.

|'|'£Pcl'||T e
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and weilanid habi-
Bl has disap-

peared since con-
struction of the

dam, destroying
the food chain on

which millionsof
birdsand dozens
of mammalsspeci es depend.
While hydropower, flood
control and irrigationdams,
have donetremendous damage,

TS

many scientistssay that land-
scape transformationisthe
most widespread and damaging
threat to freshwater ecosys-
tems. Denudingthelandinthe
watershed by timbering and
fanning causes erosion and radi-
cal increasesin sediment enter-
ing the river, choking organisms
downstream. It also causesa
more rapid runoff of snow melt
and rainwater resultingin
higher peak flows (even flood-
ing) and lower minimumflows
during periodsof lower precipi-
tation. Changesin vegetation
and hydrology dueto draining
of flooded areas, road building,
and the spread of human settle-
ment have widespread ramifica
tionsthroughoutthe aquatic
ecosystem.

Another problem isnon-na-
tive species. Since 1950 there
hasbeen an explosioninthein
tentional or accidental introduc-
tion of exoticspecies, likethe
zebramus-
sal, into wa-

North
America. O
ten these
are pro-
moted to im-
proverecre-
ational sport
fishing op-
portunities
or to eradi-
cate endemic native species
viewed by someas undesirable.
Theintroductiondf exotic spe-
ciesradicaly reduceshiologica
diversity through predation, al-
teration of habitat, diseasesand
parasites,and interbreeding
with native organisms.

When opposum shrimp were intentionally
introduced into river systemsin Montana,
they consumed the zoo plankton on which
kokanee salmon were dependent, causnga
collapse in the kokanee salmon population.
This, in turn, has dragtically reduced the bald
eagleand grizzly bear populationswhich feed
on the gpawning salmon, their eggsand

Unfortunately, exotic spe-

cies, once established are often
impossibleto eliminate.

Secondary extinctionsoccur
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when the disappearanced one
species has cascadingeffects
through the food chain or habi-
tat structure.

The answer, according to sci-
entificexperts, isto restorethe
stream ecosystem by restoring
the physical habitat ascloseas
possibleto its unaltered state.
Thisstrategy includesthe con-
structionof mini wetlands, me-
anders, riffle pool sequences,
and especially the restoration of
stream side vegetationin buffer
strips next to stream channels.

Some Projects
Already Underway

A number of river restora-
tion projectsare already under-
way throughout the country.
Onefascinating projectin
Horidaisintendedto returnthe

- KissmmeeRiver toitsoriginad

meandering channel.

Only three decadllz ago the Army Cor psof
Engineers channelized, dredged, and
graightened out the KissmmeeRiver in Florida
for flood control purposes. Theresult wasa
devadtating chain of events wreaking havoc
throughout an entire 9,000 squaremile
hydrological system. Now the Corpsistrying to
totally reverse the processand make the
Kissimmee work theway it did beforethe
engineers"improved” it.

The ultimate god, according
to the Nationd Academy of Sci-
ences,isto restore-where pos
sible- river ecosystemsto a
closeapproximation of their
condition prior to disturbance.
Thiscan be done by restoring
the natural sediment and water
regime, restoring the natural
channel geometry, restoring the
natural riparian plant commu-
nity, and restoring native plants
and animals. In all cases, says
the NAS a priority should be ac-
corded to river restoration
projectswhich will preserve
biodiversity; and dl river resto-
ration projectsshould treat the
stream and its riparian zone, or
theriver and itsflood plain, as
componentsof asingleecosys
tem. W
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$70 million towardsthe $465
millioncost o thefirst of 6
damsto be built onthe Bio Bio
River has not ended the politi-
cal controversyin Chileover
riversand hydropower. (The
IFC isaninternational lending
ingtitution affiliated with the
World Bank.) TheIFC’s only
concessionto environmental
opponentswas a promisethat
no loan moneyswould actually
be disbursed until the power
company finished an assess-
ment of downstream impacts.
Not only are Chileanriver
conservationgroupsstill weg-
ing acampaign against the Bio
Bio project, they arefightingto
protect a number of Chile's
other exquisiterivers,includ-
ing the Petrohueand the
Futaleufu. From top to bottom,
every river in Chile, isthreat-
ened. Noriver, even those
within national parks,issafe
fromthegrasp of powerful and
hungry el ectric power devel op-
ers, led by the Endesa Com-

a Stylish Flare...
. '__'.i.lil_'-

parXurrently three lawuits are
pending against the Bio Bio
dam and street demonstrations
in Santiago are becomingan al-
most regul ar event. 2500
peopletook to thestreetsin
December just 8 days before
the IFC vote. Demonstrations
took placeagainin thefirst
week of March.

For moreinformationon
what you can do to held conter
threatsto Chilean Rivers, cal
River Conservation Interna
tional at 2024634378 or write
tothem at 1200 N.H. Ave, NW,
Suite 220, Waeh, D.C. 20036.

At epuality packiling shops, everywhene
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DAMS STILL POSSIBLE FOR FRENCH BROAD TRIBUTARIES

by David Whitmire

n early February the

Federal Soil Conservation

Service (“SCS”) presented
North Carolinaboatersand
other interested parties with 12
flood control alternativesfor
the Upper French Broad River
basin. Theoptionsincluded
dams, flood proofing homes,
early warningsystems,and a
"do nothing" alternative.

Thegood newsfor boatersis

that dammingthe North Fork,
Wes Fork, and East Fork and
two proposed dams on French
Broad tributariesdo not look
cost effectiveto the SCS

Thefavoredaternative,
#11, hasthe highest cost-ben-
efit ratio, accordingto the SCS.
Thisinvolvesa combinationof
dammingthe South Fork of
Flat Creek and flood proofing
homesin theflood plain.

Locd groupsfed, however,
that Alternative#10is prefer-
able.#10isa"no dam" option
which involvesflood proofing
of homes, early flood warning
systems, and enhanced EM.S
and rescueservices. Thisalter-
nativeavoidsall of theenviron-
mental damage associated
with dam building.

—

EDIDN'T SETOUTTO
create the HINNEENE kayak “Chodl
It just happened Orginally our
intent_was _to create the ultmale

The"no dam" option would
negatethecreationof afala
ciousreasonto build therest
o thedams, whenit inevitably
becomesevident that one dam
aonewill not work. Thesingle
dam suggetedin option #11
would only reducewater levels
in the closest town, Roman, by
7to8inchesinal00-vear
flood, soit seemsclear that the
dam would not be effective.

Pressureisneeded on the
TransylvaniaCounty Commis-
sioners,sincethe option which
they favor will likely bethe
one chosen by the I8S.

Wesupply kayaks, guides, —
food, accommodation, tents

WHAT YOU CAN D
Hoaters who would like
i preserve the free
flowing tributaries of
the French Broad should
write to the
Transylvania County
Commission, Chairman
Jioshin Smart, MO Box 664,
Brevard, NC 28712, Tell
him to approve
Alternative #10, the “no
dim” aliermative. For
more information,
contact David Whitmire,
Et 1, Box 411-A, Lake

Toxaway, NC 28747,

The Ultimate Kayaking Experience

we now offer TFie B8 insiructional program avail-
ABTE Everything w [l HiESS

Our physical plant smmsms of 40 acres completely
surraunded by wilderness Private ponds for msmrc:
ton, private beaches and s of a mule T private niver
front on ifie emerald green Cahfornia BEBEEE River
arc all located on I8 property

Our nstructors are well-known experts, our eyquip-
mem the Fewl {exclustvely hv Perception) and our
lodge boasts numerous mmmmmes including s spa-
mmms hot tub and Sauna and private decks off B
each room Our tcaching techmique sTrosses aleiv,
the proper stroke and an easy-to-learn “roll”
formula

We are dedicated to making this one of the great
vacarm expenences B vour hic Wl brochure
available Perwnal size classes [BERINRIE /nier-
mediate, Advanced

ITTER BAR LODGE
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EENE v ¢ did jit for fun So much fun. i fact,

time =
available!

For experienced
paddlers!

[~ Beamong thefirst to paddle ™
the raging whitewater of
tropical North Queensland.
More exhilarating
whitewater thanyouwould
normally experience inone
|__entire season!

NO FREEZING CONDITIONS ...

Leavethefreezing winters
and icy watersdo the
northern hemisphere behind
- No wetsuits or paddling
cags required herein tropical
North Queensland.

and transport within
Anpsiralia

Paddle the untamed torrents
amongpristineWorldHeritage
rainforest,some d the most
isolated and inaccessible
whitewater on earth.

CALL US TODAY - |

Contact ustoday to learn
more about thiswild and wet
tropical holiday of alifetime!

EXFLORE EAYAK
For complete detail s, contact:

EXPLORE KAYAK
Bodo Lenitschek -
6170321468 %

ax: 61 7032 2248 -
P. QBox 53, Manunda,
Carns, Q. 4870, Austrdia
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TROPICAL NORTH QUEENSLAND - AUSTRALIA
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Highlights of Ongoing AWA
River Conservation
Activities

By Rich Bowers

AWA Conservation Program Director

Coosa River, Alabama

Since 1982 {10+ years), regional boating interestshaveat-
tempted to get predictableflowsand advance notification of re-
lease datesat the Jordan Dam Project on the CoosaRiver. In
March of 1991, the Federal Energy Regulatory Agency stated that
that Alabama Power Company " has not even attemptedto answer
the question e whether higher - Tonger... steadier,and morepre-
dictableflows... would facilitateincreased use of the Coosa River
by recreational boaters."

AlabamaPower is now conducting surveysloosdly targeted to
gauge boater use and economic/recreational payback. Coosa
River Paddlersurgethose planningatrip to the Floridacoast, to
pack aong their boatsand run thisfive mile, ClassIl river. If you
need moreexcitement, you can check out the nearby Tallalcosa
River, ClasslV.

Contact: Coosa River Paddling Club (205) 272-0952

North Fork Mokelumne River,
California

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commissionisplanningto re-
leasea draft Environmental Impact statement (EIS) on thisriver
in 1993, While the Forest Service has recommended 27 milesof
the upper North Fork, and 6.5 milesof thelower North Fork, as
digiblefor Wid and Scenic status, the remaining 10.5 milesd the
lower river were not recommended in order to accommodatethe
proposed Devil's Nose hydro project. Thisdam would flood more
than ninemilesof river, and serioudly affect thelower ClassIV
wildernessrun. The AWA hasintervenedin thislicensing process
to representwhitewater interests.

In addition, the pending EISwill consider relicensing the ex-
isting hydro project on theriver. The main stem Mokdumne
(ElectraRun, ClassIl) isthreatened by the proposed Middle Bar
Dam.

Contact: AWA ConservationProgram Director Rich Bowersat
(301) 236-0436

Clavey River, California

Thisriver istruly one o the"gems' of whitewater,and isthe
only mgjor undammed tributary of the Wild and Scenic Tuolumne
River. ThisClassV expert runiscurrently in danger fromthe
Turlock Irrigation Districtand Tuolumne County, which are pro-
posing two large damson the Clavey,and several diverson dams
on tributaries. River groups, includingthe AWA, arelooking for a
Congressiona sponsor for legidationthisyear, to add the Clavey
and itstributariesto the Wild and Scenic System.

Contact: AWA ConservationProgram Director Rich Bowersat
(301) 236-043%6

Animas River, Colorado

The AWA has petitioned American Rivers, Inc. toincludethe
AnimusRiver asone df the nation's"Top Ten" most endangered
rivers. Lagt year, thisriver madethe 15 most threatenedlist.

QOutlinedin thelast edition of American Whitewater,the
Animasriver in Durango, CO, along with the San Juan, LaPlata,
and Mancos riversare threatened by a pumped storage mega-
project. Besidesde-watering whitewater areas o the Animasand
San Juan rivers, this project seriously jeopardizesthe growing
outdoor industry and climate of Durango. The AWA hopesthat,
giventhe national attentiongenerated by this"Top Ten" listing,
the Animas-LaPlata project will not receive Congressional funding
in thissession, and will diealong overdue death!

Besidesthe Animas,there are many whitewater riversunder
considerationfor thislisting: Upper Rio Grande (NM);

M okelumneand Clavey (CA), and the New River (WV),
Penobscot (ME).
Contact: Bill Baker (303) 399-6821

ArkansasRiver, Colorado

The AWA and the Col orado Whitewater Club submitted joint
commentsin February on the Draft ArkansasRiver Rationing
Plan. While not directly affectingprivate boaters, decisionsmade
at thistime could ultimately affect how private useismanagedin
the future.

At thispoint, implementationdf rationing will be based on
historical use, and the AWA hasrecommendedthat rationing be
triggered when the number of boats, or peopleper day, reach ca-
pacity, whichever comesfirst.

Contact: Ric Alesch (303) 9858620 or Doug Ragan (719) 39652422

Middle Snake, Idaho

The AWA recently commented on the Draft Comprehensive
State Water Planfor the Middle Snake River, Milner Dam to King
Hil. Asdrafted,thisplan would protect seven separatesections
o thisriver under state"Natural” or "Recreationa" classification.

Whilethe Idaho Dept. of Water Resourcesplan is commend-
ableinitseffort to protect the natural use o theriver, it hassev-
erd flaws.

1. The AWA hasrequested that two excellent whitewater sec-
tions, the Upper Milner Gorge and Devil's Corrd areas, bein-
cluded asrecreational areas. Both of theseriver runswereex-
cluded dueto their short length, but both offer the upper end of
whitewater expertiseon the Mid Snake.

2. Permanent protectionis not assured under "recreational”
designation, asthe plan allowsfor new pump diversionsalong the
river. Largescalediversionscould seriously del eteavailableflow,
adversely impactingrecregtion.

Finaly, whilethe plan prohibits new dam construction on the
river, state prohibitionsare often ignored by the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, the Federal Agency in charge of issuing
privatedam licenses. Therearesix proposed hydropower facili-
tieswaitingfor developmentin thisreach. The Star Fallsproject
would ruin thelast remaining waterfall on the Mid Snake, and the
Boulder, Empireand Kanaka projectswould al adversaly impact
whitewater recreation. The AWA has urged the Board to include
stronger languageto help offset futuredams, and to seek Federa
(permanent) protection under State designated “Wild and Scenic
status.

Contact: AWA ConservationProgram Director Rich Bowers at
(301) 236-0436 or Wendy Wilson, |daho Rivers United (208) 343-
7481
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Little River, M assachusetts

For years, recreational boaters (led by AWA regiona coordi-
nator E.J. McCarthy) haveattempted to gain accessto thisClass
HI-IV stream bel ow the Cobble Mountain Reservoir, City of
Springfield- but with no success. Recently however, the National
Park Servicehasweighed in and offered to mediate betweenthe
City, boaters,and other interests. The AWA ishopeful that re-
newed interest will eventually be successful in opening thisrecre-
ational resource.

Contact: E.J. McCarthy (203) 672-6337

Dead River, Maine

On March 22, Central Mane Power held ajoint publicand
agency meetingto explain the applicants plansfor seeking alli-
cense renewal for the Flagstaff Storage Project (FERC No. 2612)
which will set policiesfor future recreationon the Dead River.

Contact: AWA Conservation Program Director Rich Bowers
at (301) 236-0436

[llinoisRiver, Oklahoma

Abill to designate the lllinoisas a"Nationa Scenic River"
wasrecentlyintroducedin Washington DC. Currently the Illinois
isan Oklahomastate scenicriver.

Thisriver originatesin Arkansas,and isa popul ar float trip
and hometo several canoeliveries. It aso offersanice play spot
(breaking wave/hole) called Fisher Ford, just afew milesfrom
the border. Duringdry yearsitisoned the few whitewater re-
sourcesin Oklahomaand Arkansas. Recently it hashad itsshare
o access problems, with alocal landowner threatening boaters
aong the banks.

Politically,the Stateof Oklahomaisseeking national designa
tion to prevent out of state pollution; Federal protection grants
immediateprotectionfor up tothree years. The City of
Fayetteville, AR, protected under a 1992 US Supreme Court deci-
sion, hasbeen releasing treated effluent into atributary of Mud
Creek, which dumpsinto thelllinois. Following the basic rule of
plumbing, thiseffluent eventually windsup in OK.

Contact: Don Piper at (501) 521-2465.

']-----1----l:-i-illrl
Lehigh River, Pennsylvania
The PA State Parksare discussing new plansfor accessat
Rockport, PA, on the Lehigh River. New construction by the
Hazelton Water Authority, has madethis necessary, but no plans
areintheworksfor constructionduring the 1993 boating season.
Mestingsare being planned (but no final dates have been set)
to discussthisissuein detail, including: prioritiesfor improve-
ments; allocations; need for public hearingsand comment peri-
ods, trafficcongestion; etc. Thereisagood chancethat park
regulationsat the Y oughiogheny river will also be discussed.
Contact: AWA Conservation Program Director Rich Bowers
at (301) 2360436

Chattooga River, South Cardina

The US Forest Sarviceis proposing devel opmentsin the Bull
Sluicearead the"Wildand Scenic" ChattoogaRiver. Whilenot
directly affecting boating use, the plannedincreasesin general
tourism could have significant impactson the unique and wild ex-
perience offered in thisriver corridor. Proposed enhancements

CONSERVE

include: flushtoilets,septictanksand drainfields, and atrail to
thetop of Bull Suicerapid.

Contact: AWA ConservationProgram Director Rich Bowers
at (301) 236-0436

Clarks Fork of theY Towstone,
Wyoming

A proposed gold mining operation near Cooke City, Wyo-
ming, could degrade water quality and threaten boater accessto
streamson both sides o the Daisy Passregion. Daisy Creek,
home of the beautiful Ice Box Canyon, the headwatersdf the
ClarksFork, and the Stillwater could dl fed the effectsof this
mining operation.

Themineis heavily supported by Cooke City residentswho
desperately need the industry. However,for boaters, thisarea
has been virtualy undiscoveredand offers numerousfirst decent
possibilities(Daisy Creek isa good example, but may never be
run About haf-way down the Creek enters Y ellowstoneNational
Park, and boaterswill find themsel vessuddenly on thewrong
sidedf thelaw).

Thesite dof the proposed mineisadjacent to the only access
road to the headwatersdf the Stillwater River, and could affect
future boater accessto thisarea

| Ever yone Deservesa Taste of

Southern
Fried
Creekin’

Thisvideois45 minutesof extreme paddling
on some of the South’'smost outr ageous cr eeks
and rivers. Featur esthe Tdlico, Watauga,
Overflow Creek,the Whitewater, the Toxaway,
and forbidden Mydery Creek. Paddlersinclude
Dave'Psycho' Simpson, Nolan Whitesell, For r et
Callaway, Russ Kullmar, and Kent Wigington.
Thevideo climaxes with first descentsof Triple
Fal | s and 50-foot Coon Dog Falls on Mystery
Creek Musicand narration add to your enjoy-
ment of t he unbelievableaction!

Send $26.95 plus $3.00 shipping/handling tq

@Gntry Video Productions
646 Deer Creek Trall
Hoschton, GA 30548
(706) 654-2725
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Mew River Kayok Rodso
Bill Sgrinia * 703/387-6172

Morth Idaho Wikhwater Festival
Willia Accola = 208/882-2383
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Lachsa Radse
Amy Smith » 406/728-7607

Blg'ﬁ::rrll Whitewater Festival
Kim Lorson » 406/752-1148

Ocoee Whitewater Rodeo
Susan Gentry = 706/654-2725
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patagonia
CONTRIBUTING
PD Dasigns Morthwest Design Works
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Gentry Video Jog Manulacturing

Aremas River Days
Moncy Wiley = 303/259-3893
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Guy Erb » 404/587-7575

Payette Whitewaber Roundup
Bruce Bistling * 208/345-3454

American Biver Festival
Susan Debret = 914/624-3435

Menasho Ridge Press
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1993 NATIONAL RIVERS
COALITION

Inthelast American Whitewater, an outline
wasgiven o thegrassrootsriver grantsdistrib-
uted during 1992, through the REI funded Na
tional RiversCodlition (NRC). For 1993, REI has
increased basefundingforthi s program from
$60,000 to $75,000, with an additional $5,000
datedfor river legidation. With an average
grant o $1,000 per request awarded, this alows
the advisory panel (which includes the AWA) t0
approveapproximately 20 additiond river ef-
fortsinthe comingyesr.

NRC grant's go towards: protectingriver re-
sourcesthrough federa or statedesignations;
river access; river legidation; and operating sup-
port for grassroots river groups.

NOTE As with any funding proposal,lobby
theadvisory pandl tofund your effort. For river
issues, contact the AWA, ACA, River Network,
American Rivers, and others,

Please submit requeststo Rich Bowers (301)
236-0436

NPSRIVERS AND TRAILS
CONFERVATZON
PROGRAM

AR In previous years, the AWA, along with &
co tiondf otherriver andtrail organizations,
will belobbying Congressfor funding for the Na:
tiona Park Service (NPS) Riversand Trails Con-
servation Programs. For fisca year 1993, the
previousBush Adminigtrationincludedthispro-
graminitsbudget request at $8 million. This
year, the coditionwould liketo see the budget
increased to $12 million to addressthe backlog
of projectsneedingassistance. Todate, the NPS
hasmorethan 350 proj ect requests.

Over the years, thisprogram has been of
great benefit to whitewater paddlers. TheNPS
has been ableto offer assistanceon the Gauley
River WV), and the Lackawanna River, (PA).
Through this program, the NPShasal so helped
resolve conflictsin hydrointerventions.
Projectsinclude: Dearfied River (VT & MA);
Pineand Peshtigo (WI); Ayersidand (NH); and
tha N. Umpqua (OR).

CONSERVE

AWA HYDROPROGRAM
UPDATES

by Rich Bowers, Conservation Program Director

The AWA hydro relicensing effort has been successful on
both legidativeand project specific issues. Inthe upcoming
boating season, several whitewater boating testswill be con-
ducted, through AWA licenseinterventions, on thefollowing
streams: Tallulah Gorge (GA), in April; Little Quinnesec Falls
(WI1), June; and the Colton and Moshier areas on the Black River

(NY), 72%.

HYDRO-COALITION PRESS CONFERENCE

On February 25, a coalition of morethan a dozen river recre-
ation and conservation organi zations, includingthe AWA, held
press conferencesin the followingcities: Washington (DC); Al-
bany (NY); Portland (ME); and Seattle (WA). Thecoalition
urged the Clinton Administration to reform the way the Federa
Government issueslicensesfor private damson Americas riv-
ers. 1n 1993, some 230 hydroel ectric damson morethan 100 riv-
erswill beissued new 30to S0 year licenses.

Thetiming of this press conference wascritical dueto this
large number of dam license renewal's, and the fact that four out
of thefive Commissioners on the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission(FERC - the Agency which sets policy regarding hy-
dro projectsand their effectson our river systems), will be ap-
pointed under this administration.

This"Classof 1993" offersa chancefor the federal govern-
ment to takealong, hard look at how the Commission has been
assisting utilitiesand private devel opers to depletescarce river
resourcesfor the better part of thelast century. Toillustrate
this, the FERC recently (1992) hired aleading engineeringfirm,
Stone and Webster, to carry out the Commission'senvironmen-
tal assessmentsand environmental impact statements. Stone
and Webster have historically represented dam operatorsand
been involved with new dam construction. Thisagreement ises-
timated to be worth approximately $46 million over the next five
years.

Duringthisconference, the coalition requested reformsin-
cluding:

1. Specific Commissionreforms-
Appoint Commissioners with natural resource experience
Cf the 23 FERC commissionersnominated in the past twenty
years, dl but one have come from the energy-production indus-
try, predominantlygasand ail.
The only nominee who proclaimedto be a" conservationist"
was James Watt (1975)!
Consider removing hvdropower jurisdiction from FERC and
moving it to a more balanced agency, such as the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency or the Dept. of the Interior.

Shorten dam license terms. and strengthen citizens' rights
to enforceand re-evaluatelicense conditions.

Exercise rigorous Congressional oversight to assure FERC’s
adherenceto environmental law.

2. Environmental and recreational reforms-
Mandate upstream and downstream fish passage.
Protect riparian and watershed lands
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Win prizesand raise money for AWA

FIRST GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Canoe or Kayak of your choice
SECOND GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Wood Canoe or Kayak Paddle
THIRD GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Quintus Canoe or Kayak Paddle
INDIVIDUAL PRIZES: AWA/Dagger Paddle-a-thon T-shirts,

AWA lapel pins and AWA Ender Club shirts

Enteringis easy and fun!

*Sign up local sponsors to pledge a contribution per river hour paddled by you during June 1993
e og your river time on the official entry form

*Collect sponsor proceeds and submit to AWA by July 31,1993

*Receive your prizes!

*Three highest earning individual participants will be Grand Prize receipients.

For official rules and entry forms, contact:
*AWA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464 or phone (914) 688-5569

Proceeds to benefit AWA's Whitewater Defense Project. HOWEVER, IF YOU ARE PADDLING ON BEHALFOFA CURRENTAWA
AFFILIATE CLUB, ANY MONEY YOU RAISE WILL BE SPLIT WITH 75% TOAWA'S WDPAND 25%FOR YOUR CLUB'S USE IN
ITS CONSERVATION SAFETY OR TRAINING PROGRAMS. Affiliate participants are also eligible for Individual and Grand Prizes e

AVATR
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Ensurefree public accessto rivers.

Establish amitination fund for river conservation/recreation
and restoration programs,* and funding for long-termmainte-
nance and/or decommissioningd retired dams.

Restore sufficient water flows to riversto provide river resto-
ration and recreation resources in bypassed river channels.
Base relicensing decisions on comprehensive river plans. On
many rivers, numeroushydro projectsadversaly effect the
river'shealth. The Black River in New Yak is affected by ato-
tal o 38licensed and license exempt projects.

WA nationwidesurvey prepared for the Codlition indicates that an
overwhelmingmajority d Americans (88%)favor requiringfive
percentd the profit madefrom hydroel ectricdams, to be used
to clean up and protect the river. Without this, thefree use o
105d our rivers (for 50 years) will offer these companiesa
public subsidy approaching$10 hillion dollars, with only mini-
md environmental and recreational protection.

HYDRO-COALITION ADMINISTRATION
MEETING

Asafollow up to thispress conference,the ANA and other
coalition members requested a meetingwith President Clinton's
gaff to discussthe upcoming ETRC appointments.

On Tuesday, March 9, codlition representatives met with

AMERICAN WHITEWATER AFFILIATION

1993 RIVER ACCESS SURVEY

CONSERVE

White Housestaff, and other energy and consumer advocates.
Thecoalition's primary goa wasto recommend possible Com-
missioner appoi nteeswhose credentialsincludeeither astrong
natural resource background, or a proven commitmentto river
adv :

The Coadlition recommendedtwo strong candidatesfor these
positions, and endorsed another three already on the White
Houseligt. White House nominationssupported by the coalition
include: David Nemtzow, Jessi caLaverty, and Elizabeth Nodl.
Each of these have backgroundswhich could providea balanced
assessment of both power and non-power river values, but i
of the White House nomineesrepresent a proven commitment to
rivers, or the experiencenecessary to changeFERC’s businessas
usual licensingprocess.

In addition, the codlitionrequested that two other names be
added tothislist:

Bruce C Driver — an attorney and privateconsultant from
Boulder, GO with expertisein energy and water resources.

Ron Eachus— Oregon Public Utility Commissioner (Chair-
man), Chair of the Energy Conservation Committee of the Na
tional Associationdf Regulatory Utility Commissioners
(NARUC), and aboater!

The AWA expectsthat these nominationswill be madeaswe
gotopress. Look for futureupdatesand profileson theseFERC

appointments. [l

River access problemsare rapidly becomingthe number one threat to whitewatcr recreation.

AWA isexpandingitseffortsto secure and improveaccessto whitewater riversthroughout the country, and we need your
help. Wewant to identify specific river accessproblemsin your areaaswell as opportunitiesto secureimproved accessfor boat-
ers.

You can help by filling in the survey below and returningit to the AWA.

Your Name:
Address
City, State, Zip
Phone No. (W) Threatened segment(s):
()
S ——— .
Primary boating activity: (please circleone)
K1 CI, 0C, 5Q, Raft, Other State:
Counties:

ACCESSTHREAT CR OPPORTUNITY:

Name of River:

Typeof RecreationResource-  (pleasecircle)
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MIDDLE ATLANTIC
CONSERVATION ROUNDUP

By: Mac Thornton

A state-by-state roundup of
major river conservationis
sues.

Wed Virginia

Wed VirginiaRivers
Coalition. Since 1989, WVRC
hasgrownfrom a paddler'sliv-
ing room projectto a major
river-savingorganization,with
adtaff of twofull-timersand an
annual budget of $75,000.
WVRC'’s principal goal isto
build political support for fed-
eral protection for 13 paddling
beauts, including the Smoke
Hole Canyon, Blackwater, Laur
rel Fork and the Cranberry.
Theoppositionisrough, |lead
by the state's Department of
Natural Resources,whichis
concerned about their ability

to construct limestonedrum
facilities(to correct acidrain
problems) and other measures
toimprovefish habitat.

VWVRC petitionedthe U.S.
Forest Serviceon thisissue
and obtained afavorableinter-
pretationof the Wild and Sce-
nic RiversAct, aninterpreta-
tion which would alow such
structuresif impact onthe
free-flowingquality of theriver
isminimized,and if thefacili-
tiesare designed to harmonize
with the natural setting.
(Thesefacilitieswouldbe u p
stream of the paddlingsec-
tions.)

VWVRC expectslegidation
to protect afirst group of these
target riversin 1993.

VWVRC benefitedfrom the
RIVER RCOLL ON! concertlast
April (organized by Ron

Knipling and assisted by Ed
Gililland),and from a benefit
raffleby River and Sea
Watersports, the Washington
areas new whitewater and div-
ing outfitter (Ndl and David
Walton).

New River. WWRCis
working towards permanent
protectionfor the New River
fromtheVirginialineto Gauley
Bridge, includingthe "Dries'.
In October, Congressdesig-
nated the New from the Vir-
ginialineto BluestonelLake
(20 miles) asan officia Wild
and Scenic study river,amove
designed to forestall amajor
utility lineand potential
pumped storageprojectina
valuablewildernessstretch.

Gauley. WWRC supported
expansion o the Nationa Rec-
reation Areaby about 9,000
acres, and hasbeen pressing
the National Park Serviceim-
provewhitewater access
pointsand to provide primitive
camping areas, as required by

avalable:
Low

Class| I I

v \" V+

Potential popularity of river areaif accesswere
Medium High

Nameof Developer, Agency, Utility or other Landowner

Phone No. (W/H)

thelegidation passedin 1983.
The NPSappearsheaded to-
wardsimprovingthe Woods
Ferry (river right) accessthis
spring. Some paddlersalso
want access near Sweet's Falls
and above Koontz' Flume.

Paddlerscontinueto keep
aclosewatch on the possible
constructionaf a hydro project
at Summersville Dam, which
received alicensefrom FERC
in October. Itisfairly unlikely
thething will actually be built
at today'slow electric rates. If
it was built, the project would
have to comply with stringent
conditionsdesigned to mini-
mizetheimpact on paddling
and rafting. The parkingarea
at Surnmersville Dam would be
moved downstream, but pad-
dlerscould ill put in above
the warm-upriffle. However,
the astoundingspectacledf the
river pouringfromthe outlet
tubeswould be gone.

Iron Ring. VWRC contin-
uesto lead thesearchfor the

Club Affiliation?

How can the American Whitewater Affiliation helpin thissitu-
ation?

Additiona comments:

Brief description of access problem or opportunity, and poten-
tia resource:

Can you reccommend other boatersinvolved with thisissue?

Name

Pleasereturn the AWA Access Survey to:

Address Rich Bowers
Conservation Program Director
) ) ArnericanWhitewater Affiliation
City, State, Zip 1609 Northcrest Drive

Silver Spring, MD 20904
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famouslost Gauley artifact. If
it doesn't turn up soon, work
will start on fabricating a rep-
lica Washingtonpaddler
Stuart Davidson has offered to
finance the replica, which
would have to meet strict Park
Serviceguidelines.

Elk. WVRCisleadingthe
movefor permanent protec-
tion of the Elk from headwa-
tersall to Sutton L ake, down-
stream of Webster Springs.

Lost/Cacapon. Paddling
groups were plaintiffsin asuc-
cessful lawsuit which defeated
aboondoggleflood control
dam on Kimsey Run, a Lost
River tributary. Thisvictory
was affirmed in the West Vir-
giniacourt system.

Pine Cabin Run Ecologi-
cal Lab. WVRC strongly sup-
ports Dr. George Constantz
and the Pine Cabin Run Eco-
logical Laboratory near Capon
Bridge, WV. Georgeispas-
sionate about West Virginiariv-
ers, and heistheleading advo-

catefor riverinevaluesin the
eastern part of the state.

Virginia

Potomac Gorge Preser -
vation Council. PGPC asis
dedicated to keepingthe
Potomac from Great Fallsto
Key Bridgewild and wonder-
ful. The Potomac Gorge may
be the world's most outstand-
ing wilderness river greenway
inamajor urban area.

PGPC isdisheartened by
tree-cuttingand other en-
croachments, and isworking
on astrategy of working with
landownersto get themto re-
spect thewilderness character
of the Gorge, by acquiring sce-
nic easementsor development
restrictions. JoeBrysonis
leading the land ownership re-
search effort; Kevin Coyleand
ChrisBrown areleading strate-
gists.

James. CharlesWareand
the Coastal Canoeistsare |ead-

“ingthemoveto designate the

Jamesin Richmond under the
Wid and Scenic RiversAct, or
to solidify some other protec-
tivestatus. Charlesisalso
spearheading other river con-
servation effortsin Virginia, on
the Rappahannock, North
Anna, Roanokeand New Riv-
ers.

Maury. Paddlersaresup
porting designation of the
spectacular Goshen Passsec-
tion of the Maury (featuring
"DevilsKitchen") asascenic
river under Virginiastatelaw.
Inand of itself, thisdesignation
wouldn't accomplish much,
but it could lead to richly de-
served permanent protection.

Russell Fork. Recre-
ational flowsonthe Russdll
Fork have been cut back inthe
last two yearsto what many
hard boaters consider unac-
ceptably low levels. Theselow
flows have allegedly been insti-
tuted to protect the river's fish
population. AWA'’s Steve Tay-

HMohawk Canoes

QUALITY, DURABILITY AND PERFORMANCE

MOHAWK'S NEW VIPERS

WINNER 1992 OPEN CANOE NATIONALS
Men's Short Boat Slalom Royalex Class.

Two high performance whitewater playboats that experts will love, but
forgiving enough for many novices to paddle. Extremely dry, quick to

accelerate, stipefb maneuverability and beautiful styling. Steep creeks,
Dig water, side-surfing, tight technical rivers - THESE BOATS DO IT ALL

- =

MOTED PADDLERS CHOOSE VIPERS!!!

"The Viper 11 has greater control, better acceleration and gets me
into smaller eddies than any boat I've ever paddled.”’
— David "'Psycho"* Simpson (Steep Creek Pioneer)

“The most agile pfayboat |'ve ever paddled.”’

— Jeff Richards (Winner 1992 Ocoee Rodeo VIPER 11 1167 26,25 15.50 44
IPER 12 126" 21.25 15.50 I ——

OUTFITTINGBUILT AND

DESIGNED BY FRANK HUBBARD
e Thigh Straps ® Lacing Kits ® Saddles ® Knee Pads
— Now Available In Kit Form —
Separately or Factory Ingdled in Manank Whiteweter Playboats

0DEL

LENGTH

r e =
'»f'?' <
- - 2

BEAM

CONSERVE

lor has been spending alot of
timerebutting thisinvalid as
sumption. Thiscould have

wide reaching consequences,

| since somefisherman havear-

gued for low flowsto protect

| fish at other dam release rivers

aswdll.

| Pennsylvania

Allegheny. Paddlerssup-
ported Congressiona designa
tion of the Allegheny as Wild and
Scenicas well asstudy statusfor
the Allegheny tributarieswell-
known to Pennsylvaniapad-
dlers, Clarion River and Mill
Creek.

Maryland

Savage. The Savage River
Defense Fund continuesto work
with (on?) the Army Corpsof
Engineerson getting whitewater
flowsfor the Savage. Chances
are decent for recrestional flows
in May and/or October of 1993.
Steve Taylor is masterminding
theeffort. ll

1993: Our 29th year under the same ownership & management

DEPTH APPROX. WT.
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In areas where we do not

. — Mohawk Canoed

. 963 N. Hwy. 427, Longwood, FL 32750, (407) 834-3233, Fax (407) 834-0292 ~ Royalex canoes direct.

have dealers, we will ship
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Ah

by Lee Belknap

Whe'sThid?

We were eyeballing a hori-
zon- the brink of a waterfall-
on a creek that wasn't sup-

posed to have one. And it far

—

Jonathan and 1 scurried
around in the last chance ed
— dies, looking for an obvious
“route. | gave the far right side
agnndlunglnuthJItmuldnt
be sure. The far left wall
iooked like a boiling undercut

hell. The center of the ledge
was a complete unknown. We

Fﬂﬂlﬂﬂdmm
scouted.
. P&tldleumrimanﬂ
: _mﬁlh&mﬂduﬂﬁt
'Mﬂnﬂ.ﬁhwﬂw
to be 3 fast paced class -V
stream. A waterfall like this —
just wasn't part of the pro-—
gram — at least not on this
_mmnniﬂmrimr-—7

~exceeded our class lll expee-

: 1 ﬂ‘l.—.: for atmost-a e r-rr'rrnl-h
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Now, findly, the timehad come. It
wasa perfect mid May weekend. After
several monthsof near drought, Mt.
Pisgah wasburied under 57 inchesof
snow n May2? —moret han the to-
tal snowfall of the last several years
combined. And all of thiswhitewater
instoragewasbeingreleasedinto the
French Broad and it's tributaries.

Julieand | had cometo meeta
group of oldfriendsfrom St. Louisto
enjoy Big Laurd Creek and the newly
opened Hot Springs Resort. We had it
al planned. Two dayson BigLaurel,
reservationsfor the hot tubsand a
cook-out. We had even thrownin our
cross-country skis, just in case.

But, until we read the gauge, wefig-
ured Spring Creek would bea dream,
just out o reach.

Saturday rolled around and it was
till cold. Wewereshockedtodis
cover that Spring Creek wasrunning
high. Too highfor the abilitiesdf our
group. So we crossed our fingersfor
Sunday.

On Sunday it was nearly 80 degrees,
with bright sunshineand aleaner,
stronger crew. Theleve looked just
right. Thefact that | had impatiently
waited ten yearsto run Spring Creek,
with a bunch o midwesternerswho
just happened to meander by at the
righttime, just didn't seemfair. But
suchistheirony of river life.

At the put-in we bumped into an-
other party of paddlers, who suggested
that we scout fromthetrail that paral-
leled thefirst major rapidsbefore put-
ting on. Being a hot day and not want-
ing to rush putting on the drysuit, | fol-
lowed therest of our team for alook.
After all, nonedf ushad experienced
Spring Creek before,

The other group ran whilewe
watched, demonstratingthat the pin-
ning spotsand holescould be missed.
Cindy decided to carry down below
thisto put in while Jonathan played
with hiscamera | decided to leave my
drysuit inthecar.

JulieBard chargesinto

thefirst rapidson North
Carolina's Spring Creek.
Photo by John Lehman
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Stanasked meto runtherapidfirst,
and | findly agreed when he pushed
meinto the current and threatened not
to return my paddleif | didn't go vol-
untarily. My new “Creek” boat
handled well as| punchedthecriss-
crossing hydraulics, found a couple of
the eddies,and danced around in the
deep breakingwave at the bottom.
Jonathan caught one o the eddiesand
got hispictures.

Sofar, so good. We headed down
theriver, lookingfor the next "big
one'. Itwasadoubledidedropwitha
tree on the bottom left bank and ahole
inthe center to therocky far right. A
hump betweenthetree and hole
marked ascratchy path of least resis
tance.

Asl finished boat scoutingand set
up to run, | becameaware of a com-
motion behind me. | turned around to
investigate and found that Jonathan
had managed to stick hisC-1 paddiein
arock at the bottom of thefirst drop.
He was knucklebracing off the bottom
o theriver. Hefindly swam, but not
beforel had timeto hop out o my
boat (my large cockpit'sfirst chanceto
proveit's usefulness), only to discover
that | had left my throw ropeinthe
car. Oopdl

AsJonathan'sboat camedrifting

American Whitewater VMay/J une 194

by, | stepped waist deepinto thetiny
pool and caught the grab loop, thank-
ful for the rareand tiny foothold I'd
found in thed oping rock bank. Sud-
denly Jonathan came swimming by
and reached for something between
my legs. | cringed ashe grabbedthe
only thing he could find... the bals..
attached to my spray skirt loop.

| swung the boy and hisboat to
safety abovethetreeand again
thanked thetiny foothold. | wasalso
glad that the water wasnot nearly as
cold asexpected, giventhat thiswas
my first bare-legged excursion o the
season.

We soon settledinto aroutine. |
wouldrun first and boat scout the
ledgesaswe cameto them. Jdulie
wouldfollow, missing an occasional
"must catch” eddy, consequentlydelin-
eating new and exciting routesfor ev-
eryoneelsetofollow. Stanwouldlead
Cindy through, whileJonathan would
sweep up therear with that broom
shaped C-1 paddled his.

Not far intothetrip, wecameto a
real "big boy". | couldn't see the bot-
tom, so | meticuloudy worked my way
downto alast chanceeddy ontheleft
bank just aboveasplitledge. |
couldn'tseeathing, so | worked my
way intoan "even laster” chance micro



eddy inthemiddle. | spotted aroute
and madean “S” movethrough the
right side of theledgeand back tothe
middle. Asl sailed by | didn't get much
o alook at therightside, but it
seemed pretty gnarly. | negotiatedthe
remainingdropsandfindly got a
chancetolook back to assessthe rap-
ids.

By thistimeJuliewasdropping
sdewaysinto the right side— and she
breezed right through. | wasim-
pressed. Becausethe othersdidn't
want to makethe “S” moveat the top,
they dl followed. Now | don't know if
that route will work at other levels, but
thethat day it seemed towork for al
o them.

By reputationl figured that wasthe
last of the big classfoursuntil the por-
tage near theend of the run, and soon
found that the assumption seemed ac-
curate. Theriver presented alengthy
seriesdf class1llledgesand wefindly
started to makesometime. A couple
o timeswe were confronted with hori-
zons but wereawaysableto sneak
intoamicro eddy on the brink and
scout theline.

Wewerein heaven. Theleaveson
thetreeswerefull and so wasthe river
bed. Thesun wasout and the tem-
peratureswerein the80s.

Aswe picked our way down, ween-
countered the previoudy mentioned
horizonwith the undercut left wall and
inviting, but blind, drop on the right.
Aswewaked down thescout trail, the

rapid began tolook evenworse. The
scout trail ended at a rock overlook
immediately abovetheright chute,
which emptiedintoan ugly rocky cal-
dron. | wasglad | hadn't blindlytried
that!

Fromthis perspectivethe height of
thelargest drop seemed to be about
seven feet, withapair of shallow en-
tranceledgesto twist throughat the
top. Mod of the current flowed from
theright o thetop ledgeintothe boil-
ing undercutintheleft wal. | noted
that with some momentum and awell
aimed nose one could easily over-
power this, providinga perfect linefor
the center of the big ledge, and enough
speed to sail beyondthe hydraulicat
the bottom.

And therewasevidencethat this
rapid could and should be run; the
scout trail terminated at the midpoint
of the rapid, implyingthat portages
were uncommon here. But thisday
wasto bean exception.

Cindy decided towalk thisoneim-
mediately. Stanwaited until | wasget-
tinginto my kayak beforehegallantly
offered to safety boat for meat the
bottom... df course! That meant he
had to sacrificehisown run and carry.
Whet afriend!

That left mysdlf, Julie,and
Jonathan. While| waited in an eddy
for Stanto set up, Jonathan sat on the
bank and waved for meto get it over
with, presumably so he could go. Julie
had hiscameraat the overlook, but
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the wait waslong, so Jonathan de-
cided totakethe pictureshimsaf. At
|east that's what | thought.

But the next timel looked hisboat
had disappeared down thetrail as
wdl. Thewaterfall had claimed an-
other victim, and nobody had even at-
tempted it yet!

I lined up withadight left to right
angleand hit the first ledgeright on
target. My speedwassuch that | hit
the second ledge without dlipping as
far left asexpected- thetwo ledges
wereonly hadf aboat lengthapart. |
wasddightedwhen| didn't even
scrape, and | proceededtoline up for
the main event. The boat madea gen-
tly sweepingarc withthe current, first
totheleft, then gracefully to theright,
and with two or three morestrokesl
found mysdf just wherel wanted to
be. Over | went and the boat plopped
into the calm pool at the base of the
rapid.

So, that wasit! | looked upstream
and saw the now smaller, straight for-
ward ledgefrom a new perspective. |
looked downstream and saw boats
emerging from the rhododendron
thicket. Julie, having watched my r un,
hopped into her boat and made quick
work o thething. Somebig deal wa
terfall that was!

Now Spring Creek seemedtofol-
low a pattern. We encountered a num-
ber of two tiered ledges, usually featur-
ing narrow negotiablechuteson the
right.

Photo by John Lelman



The narrowest of these channels
wasonly two boat widthswideand a
boat-and-a-hdf long. 1t seemed bestto
skirt alarge hydraulicat the bottom,
but that would not beeasy. | boat
scouted and ran, being careful to keep
asfar fromthe hydraulicaspossible. |
wasdgill uncomfortablycloseand |
wondered if anybody would demon-
strate the big surf here. A couple o
the others cameawfully close, but it
wasn't until thelast that wewereen-
tertained.

Cindy "tried" to surf it, but wasin-
stantly windowshaded. Fortunately
sheflushed away fromthe meat of the
pourover and rolled quickly.

I choseto scout another ledgefrom
ariver right micro eddy while Stan
choseoneonriver left. Hewasableto
see over the otherwiseblind drop. |
could not. So everybody el sefollowed
Stan's exampleand tackled it, whilel
gingerly extracted mysdf from my ill-
fated eddy and worked my way u p
stream. Findly, | wasin positionto
turn and makea blindr un, with guid-
ancefrom below.

Stanwascarefullylining meup to
thefor the clean line on theléeft, but
Jonathan seemed to beindicatingthat
| could comestrait ahead. Unfortu-
nately | waswatchingthe wrong nan.
Thefat snout of my boat hit arock at
the bottomand bounced off. | could
see the whole noseflex, but bounceit
did. 1 knew thenthat | wasgoingto
likemy newfangled creek boat.

A stheir confidencesgrew, some df
the othersstarted totakethelead. We
wereall looking for signsof thetrails
from Rocky Bluff Campground and a
strainer that had reportedly cometo
roostinthisvicinity.

We approachedaledgy rapidswith
alog beached on arock;

I had to do some boat scoutingto
determinethat thiswould not block
our way. About thetimel became sat-
isfied that therewas no problem here,
Juliestarted calling out to me- some-
thinglike"Tredl... Tree!"

| shook my head "yes' to show that
| wasawaredf it and continued on
When | wasfinally ableto look up-

wasswimming at thetop of thedrop!

Sincel wasalready coupled ledges
below, | could only wait and watch as
she body surfed from hydraulicto hy-
draulictoward my side o theriver. |
helped her to shore and then went for
her boat. Al | could see downstream
was her kayak flushing througha
seemingly endlessseriesaf classIll
and IV rapids.

It was probably the worst place on
theriver to retrieveaboat. It seemed
totakeforever. A drop or two after the
chasebegan | spotted her paddletem-
porarily beachedin the center of a
shallow ledge.

When | finally manageto nudgethe
errant boat to shore, | wasthankful,
onceagain, that the new keyholecock-
pit reedily allowed meto easily hop
out tosecureher boat. Thoselarge
cockpitsaregredt, | didn't haveto
squirm around and risk getting
launched back out into the current
whilel wasexiting my boat. This
would not have beenthe casein my
other kayaks, withthem | might have

found mysdf chasing her boat further, |

SAB spray skirt.
Stan caught up to mefirst, followed

by Julie. It seemedthat everybody had |

already passed the point where | had
spotted Cindy's paddle except
Jonathan,whowasstill in an eddy
hafway tothetop of thisotherwise
delightful seriesaf drops. After a
while, Jonathan started making wild
gestures, inquiringabout the lost
paddle. | pointedto whereit rested,
but it took awhilebeforehe redized
that it wasrightinfront of him.
Meanwhile Stan found atrash
dump where he thought the trail
should have been and started looking

| and higher before he discoveredthat

thetrash had been thrown off the
roadway almost directly above. There

| justwasn't away towalk upstreamon

| thissidedf theriver. Hearrived back

| from hisscouting expeditionjustin

| timeto help catch Jonathan and Cindy,

who wasclinging to hisboat, before
they would have washed backwards

streamtosignal that all waswell, I dis- | intothe next drop.

coveredthecontrary. Juliehad been
cdling,"Led...Led" becauseCindy

With all paddlers, paddiesand pad-

L dling craft back together,we soon
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foundtherea trdl below Rocky Bluff.
Now thingsstarted to mellow. Aftera
few moreledgeswe passed some hik-
ersand arrived at aswift classl
stretch visblefromthe highway over-
look. | wasamazed at how quickly
this passed and how beautiful it was.

| | enviedthe owner of the only house

wesaw, withit's only accessbeing a
foot bridgeand aford.

Spring Creek almost had the char-
acter o an alpinestreamin Colorado.
It even had therightfragrance. But
thisambienceended all too quickly at

| thefirst highway bridge.

Theremainder of the river featured
several morelong, easy rapids, one
portage (over the nasty fd s men-
tioned earlier), another tail ender, and
the curiousremnantsaof a dam.

It had been awonderful day onthe

- water and Spring Creek wasevery-

thing | had hopedfor all thoseyears.
Beautiful scenery, great rapids, and
goodfriends.. what morecould | ask?

Perhapsjust achancetorun it
again... beforeanother decade passes
by.

SpringCreek Vitals

SpringCreek islocated in Hot
Springs, North Carolinaalong
State Route 209.

Put in- Forest road 233 bridge,
afew mileswest of Rocky Bluff
Campground on R 209.

Takeout- US25/US70 bridgein
downtownHot Springs.

Gauge- US25/U870 bridgein
downtown Hot Springs.

Runsinfrequently. 3 ishigh, 6

" islow. If the gauge on Big Laurdl
forit's accessroad. Heclimbed higher | Creek is11/2 feet or higher,there

- may be enongh.

Hiver miles-6:
Total drop- 500 feet.
Average Gradient- B fect/mile

Editor'snote: LeeBelknapis a
member of the AWA Board of Direc-
torswitha special interest inriver
safety. Though young at heart, he has
been exploring the steep creek of Ap-
palachia for along, long time.



BIG SNOW -
BIG TROUBLE?

by Charlie Walbridge

With the big snow accumu-
lation in New England and the
West, paddlers are looking for-
ward to ahigh runoff year.
Highwater, regrettably, usually
means more accidentsthan
usual. Its beenfiveto seven
yearssince many partsof the
West haveseen really bigwa
ter, and during that time many
newcomers have begun pad-
ding whitewater and some vet-
eranshaveretired. Thestageis
being set for an unusual num-
ber of fatal accidents.

Theyear hasgotten off toa
rough start. First reportsare
comingin onadouble drown-
ing on the Futelefu, a hugevol-
ume, classV+ river in Chile.
The group was made up of ex-

PADDLE & PACK
OUTFITTERS

perienced big-water paddle-
rafterswith lots of interna-
tional experience. It waslead
by a Bio-Bio outfitter who was
looking for another river on
which to operate. There were 3
eighteen foot, self-bailing rafts
and three kayakersin the
party. Everyonewas wearing
typeV raftinglifevests (26 Ibs.
flotation) and wetsuits.

The party putin at thetown
of Futelefu. Theaccident oc-
curredinacanyon 2 miles
downstream. The group had
called an upstream damin Ar-
gentinato check theflow, and
scouted the canyon before run-
ningit. Onceintheriver, how-
ever, they found it to be much
bigger than it looked. Oneraft
hit a hole and flipped, putting
al handsintotheriver. The
survivor | talked with had a
relatively easy swim, popping
up in an eddy. Here shefound
thetripleader, and seeing no
oneelse nearby, they begana
gruelingattempt to climb out
of the sheer-walled canyon. Af-

ter several falsestartsthey
reached the rim. Here, inthe
gatheringdusk, they spotted
oneof their raftsand a
kayaker. Thetwo
downclimbedto rejoin their
group. Theraft was carryinga
two-way radio; they were able
to contact the rest of their
party. They found out that one
other raft had flipped, one
kayaker had swum, and two
paddlersfromthefirst raft
were dead. At thispoint police
were notified.

Thetwo who died were not
pinned or caught in holes.
They flush-drowned despite
the considerable flotation their
gear offered. No one saw the
individual swims, and details
are sketchy. Thisunderlines
the seriousnessof thisriver,
the difficulty involved in scout-
ing rapids by boaters unfamil-
iar with the hugescale of the
region's landscape, and the
fact that gear alonewill not
save a boater in big water.

Inlate February a boater

SAFETY . S ——

diedinavertical pinonalow-
water run of the “Middle-
Middle" section of the Middle
Fork of the Snogualomiein
WashingtonState. 400 cfswere
runningin thisClassTIrun.
Thevictim,a 3 year paddler
withamarginal roll, apparently
pinned vertically while going
over a4' ledge. In attempting
to escape from hislarge-cock-
pitboat the kayak toppled. No
one knowswhat happened, but
somehow he broke aleg and
hit hishead whiletryingto
climbfree. Hispartner made
numerous swimming rescue
attemptsto assist him before
paddling downstream for help
in what turned into a body ex-
trication.

Climbingout of avertically
pinned kayak is a skill likeany
other. | recommendthat EV-
ERYONE park their boat ona
steep embankment, anchor it,
getin,andtry toclimbout. The
best method seemsto beto
bringonefoot out, placingit at
the bottom of the cockpit rim,

A Videoby LarsHolbek & Eric Magneson I

Sierra Nev*ad"&re}ass.V WILD AMERICANS

FREE CATALOG

1-800-786-5565

PNP Padded Thigh Straps $28.95
PNP ABS Grunch Kit $27.50
PNP 3/4 in. Knee Pads pr $5.95

CANOEING
KAYAKING
BACKPACKING

Extensive product line featuring
Mohawk, Mad River, Infinity,
Extrasport, Norse, Sawyer,

Bob Foote, Eureka, Technica,
and many more.

R —
Free Shipping Most orders

See catalog for details
Call or write for catalog
PADDLE & PACK

OUTFITTERS, INC.

P.O. Box 50299
Nashville, TN 37205

1-800-786-5565

Spectacular raft and kayak descents o three
Sierra Nevada classics: the "gorgeous' Giant
and Generation Gapsd the North Fork and
the radical Golden Gatesectiond the South
Fork AmericanRiver.

" Spectacular, stunning footageof premier California

ClassV riversasrun by World classboaters.”
-Royal Robbins

"Thebest purewhitewater video I'veever seen."

" —John Armstrong; filmmaker, Paucartambo-Inca Rioer

Send 29
Shipping FREE!

(CA res. add 8.25%)

Watershed Films
BS54

Big action, wipeouts, humor
& original music.
Narrated, 54 minutes! VHS

Lotus, CA 95651
(916) 621-3154

CANOE & KAYAK

with proven

e durability you want

e value that makes $ sense
Call or write for information & outfitters in your area:

RD 1, Spring Mills, PA 16875
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bringing the other foot out,
then jumping. The dangersin
actual useare destabilizingthe
boat or being knocked over by
the current before you are free.
Thiscan result insometruly
bizarreand deadly entangle-
ments. Large cockpits help, but
dointo guarantee success.

An expert San Francisco
Bay Areaboater died onthe
Arroyodel Vdle asmall rain-
swollen creek near Livermore,
California. The creek offersa
20+milerun and had not been
attempted for nearly a decade
because of the drought. The
rapids were long and choked
with willows, with several sec-
tionsof seriousclassV. To-
wardsthe end of therunthe
victim flipped, floated some
distance upside-down,and be-
came pinned in alogjam. He
apparently hit his head; au-
topsy reportsshowed massive
contusionsand no aspiration
of water, asone might expect
with a drowning.

Oneodf the other two boat-
erswith himwascaught ina
"heads up" pininsometrees
with abranch acrossthe cock-
pit. Theremainingboater,
knowing he could not rescue
thevictimalone, elected to
freethisother individua first.
Together they approached the
victim from a midstream boul -
der. With some difficulty they
attached aropetoone grab
loop and pulled hard. Uponre-
lease of the kayak thevictim
fell out and floated some dis-
tance downstream. Evenwith-
out these distractions, thevic-
timwasin very serioustrouble
from the time he hit his head.
Poor helmet fit and marginal
early season physical condi-
tioning may have contributed
tothisaccident.

I'll need al the help | can
get in keeping up with what is
sureto beavery busy year. If
you hear of afatality please
write meat 230 Penllyn Pike,
Penllyn, PA. 19422 or call 215-

646-0157. You don't haveto
writeareport unlessyou want

SAFETY

PFD substitute in canoes and

kayaks was agood idea They

to; names, location, dates, and
contacts are helpful,and news-
paper clippingsare alwayswel-

serve no use on human-pow-
ered sport craft other than to
givetheir owner with afalse

come. sense of security. Upon read-
ing the densely-worded, con-
AWA RESPONDSTO tradictory, and confusing regu-
latory prose several times, |
PROPOSED COAST wasshocked to discover that
GUARD PFD kayaks and canoes over 16 feet
would berequired tocarry, in
REGULATIONS addition to their lifejackets, a
AN OPENLETTER typeIV throwabledevice.

That's aseat cushion or ring

Chief, Officeof Boating Safety
U.S. Coast Guard

2100 Second Street Southwest
Washington, D.C. 20593-0001

Dear Sir:

By now the Officeof Boat-
ing Safety has received consid-
erable comment on the pro-
posed "seat cushion” regula

buoy to uscivilians. | wasdis-

appointed to see the proposal
tolift thelifevest exemption
for racing craft. And | havese-

riousreservationsabout giving

added leeway to the statesto
toughenthelifejacket require-

ment at their discretion.
USCG-Approvedseat cush-
ionsarearelic of a1950'sstyle

tionsyour organization pro-
posed last December. When |
received the notice, | felt that
eliminatingseat cushions asa

NANTAHALA OUTDOOR CENTER

[

NOC |

OUTFITTERS
STORE CATALOG

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR
WHITEWATER PADDLING,

WE MAIL ANYTHING FROM A PAIR

OF NOSECLIPS TO A KAYAK

FOR A REE CATALOG CAL
(800) 367-3521
FAX (704) 488-2498

A1 HWY TS W, BRYSON CITY, NC 28713-9114

of boating safety, a holdover
from atimewhen lifevests
were uncomfortable and some-
thing you "stowed". Comfort-

—————
Presents
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Whitewater Dancer |l
Thisvideohasitall! Underwater |

~ r:' g,
ﬂ" """‘, rolls, the 89 Worlds, Rodeos,
SUH‘F ', Hotwave and hole surfing,Class
V wipeouts, Tunes by World
Famous Fiddle Master Papa

John Creech! HI-Flstereo55 Min. |

How to Organize a Successful River/Outdoor Cleanup
Entertainingand informative. Of special interestto clubs. Get
involved. CLEAN UP A RIVER. HI-FI stereo 18 Min.

Highlights of the Grand Canyon '90

Get into The Grand Canyon. See the big drops and an
innertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

Highlights of the Upper Yough, Gauley, RussellFork and
Big Sandy

See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

How to Modify a Sabre

All you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic
playboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous |
tunes. HI-FI stereo 49 Min.

To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order
for $19.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
12 Freedom Drive, Collinsville, CT 06022, 203/693-8750
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SAFETY

ablelifejacketshad not yet ar- |
rived on thescene. They are
not redly useful asalifejacket
substitute, and whilethereis
some oppositionfrom Canoe
Liveries the dimination of seat
cushionscould be phasedin
gradudly over fiveyears. This
would alow the seat cushions
in therental fleetsto bere-
placed withwearable PFD’s
with minimum economicim-
pact to these businesses.

I've been tryingto figure
out why your regulatorswant
to lift the exemptionfor ca-
noesover 16 feet from carry-
ing, inadditiontothe
paddler(s) lifejackets,aType |
N throwabledevice. | suppose |
the argument hassomethingto |
do with uniformity, but real life |
defies bureaucratic notionsof
tidiness. However, even anon
paddler can appreciatethesg-
nificant differencein size and
storage capacity between al6'
powerboat and a 16' canoeor
kayak. In a 24" wide sea kayak,

Wetsuits
Paddle Jackets
Lined Jackets

Economy Suits
Paddle Pants
Throw Bags
Sprayskirts
Paddlemitts
Backstraps

Booties

pPesigns

Racnbow Design Products

Box 3155
Boulder, CO 80307

for example, thereissmply no
placeto put aseat cushion ex-
cept behind the seat, whereit
isinaccessible.It's hard to
imagine how a solo canoeist or
kayaker could, after faling
"overboard",throw himsdf the
device. Anyonewho thinks
that it's practical to heavea
type Nl when seated in atan-
dem canoeor kayak ought to
try it; weve doneit in rescue
classeswith comical results.
And I'm sure you know enough
not to recommend standing up
inacanoeor kayak to throw a
type N.

It'sclear to methat racers
need the exemptionfrom PFD
regulationsin order to train ef-
fectively. Sprint and marathon
paddlersexercisefiercey, and

| wouldoverheat badly were
| they towear lifevests. These

would interferewith training,

| and placethe United Statesat

aseriousdisadvantageversus
our competitors. Whitewater
athletes, on the other hand, al-

Ceeality
Waten Sgonts
Eguiprment

(303)
444-8495

wayswear lifevests, but these
devices, while mestinginterna-
tional standards, are not US
Coast Guard Approved. The
reasonsfor thisaresmple.
First, theinternational stan-
dards(ICFand DIN) differ
from Coast Guard require-
ments. And second, given that
gaining Coast Guard Approva
(onedesign, four sizes) costs
over $10,000,thereisno way
that producing a handful of
specidizedlifevestsfor elite
athletescan possibly be profit-
able. | could see your concern
if deathsamong competitors
wasa big problem, but | know
of nofatal accidentsor near
missesinvolvingany canoe or
kayak racersover the past de-
cade.

Your proposal to grant
more power to the statesto de-
velop and enforce PFD regula
tionsfillsmewith concein. For
onething, paddlerswill be sub-
ject to varying regul ationsgov-
erning thesame activity in dif-
ferent states, asituation which
invites misunderstandings.
Second, weve seen existing
regulations capriciousy en-
forced by certainstatesfor po-
litical reasons having littleto
do with boating safety. For ex-
ample, citing"squirt kayakers”,
extremely low volumestunt
boats paddied by experts, for
wearingcustom - madelife
jacketscontributesnothing to
boating safety. Suggestingthat
they return to the parking lot
and uff an approved device
intotheir boatsin order to be
"legd" isequdly illogical. And
yet thissort of harassment
happenswith darmingfre-
quency at thestateleve. |
would suggest that in theinter-
estsdf uniformityand fairness
that the exigting restrictionson
state authority be maintained.

It surprisesmethat, as
these proposalswerebeing
formulated, no national organi-
zationsrepresenting paddlers
wereconsulted. Not the Ameri-
can Canoe Association,which
has performed well in a num-
ber of Coast Guard grants over
the past decade. Nat the
American Whitewater Affilia:
tion, whose Safety Code has

been the recogni sedstandard

since 1959. No oneinthe North
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American PaddlesportsAsso-
ciation,anindustry trade
group, or the Trade Associa
tionfor SeaKayaking, or the
National Association of Canoe
Liveries, or the U.S CanoeAs
sociation, or even Canoe Maga:
zine (1:-800MY CANOE) was
asked for an opinion. Sofar as
| know, nolocal club, outfitter,
manufacturer, or dealer was
asked for advice. Had we been
involved during the early
stageswe might have been of
service. But sinceyou probably
only consulted other bureau-
cratsin preparingthese regula
tions, it's not surprisingthat
public opinion took you by sur-
prise.

Thereneedsto be better
communication between
paddlesport organi zationsand
your office. In additionto be
ing the agency responsiblefor
boating safety, the Coast
Guard hastremendousexper-
tisewithlargeboatson the
open ocean. Your seamanship
islegendary. None of our
groupswould presumetotell
you how to manageyour creft.
But to my knowledgeyou have
no expert canoeists, kayakers,
or rafterson your staff; we do.
We should work together on
mattersaffecting our activities.
We should at thevery least be
contactedin the developmen-
tal stagesof regulationsaffect-
ing our sport. Unlessyou are
ready to makea serious cont
mitmentto learningabout our
activitiesby working with the
groupsrepresenting the differ-
ent aspectsd paddlesportyou
should not be wastingthe
taxpayer's money tryingto
regulatethem.

I'm hoping that these pro-
posed regulationsdie a quiet,
but sudden death. If they do
becomelaw, you have not be-
gun to hear the protestsfrom
paddlersthroughout the coun-
try. Thisisatremendouswaste
of our timeand energy, and
will not reflect well on the
Coast Guard.

Sincerely,

Charles C. Walbridge
Board of Directors/ Safety
Committee

American Whitewater
Affiliation
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Northern Exposure
Whitewater Adventurein AmeicasL ag Frontier

by Roger Pollard

A name that conjuresup images d solitary igloos, yapping dog ded
teams, dour faced totem poles, airborne salmonand, sadly, greasy all
spills.

But thereisalot moreto Alaskathan that. Totheenlightened
whitewater buff Alaskameansrivers.. andlotsd them. Infact, An-
drew Embick'ssoon to be published whitewater guide (summer o
93) will list more than seventy runnablewaterways. And every single
oned these save oneiscompletely free flowing... that's right... devoid
d dams. And the Alaskan boating seasonis equally expansive, run-
rung from April to October. In short, the potential for river rammmg in
Alaskais nearly endless.
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Plioto by Roger Poflared

Pliato by Koger f!"r-f.'u.l il

Northern

Deep 1n the cangon of
the Tsaina River near the Kings River
Valdez

Alaskafeaturesthreetypesd rivers: clear water run-
off rivers, riversthat arefed by glacia melt, and those
that are acombinationof thetwo. Early in the season,
through mid June, the clearwater streamsrun high,
whiletheglacid riversarelow. Asthetemperaturesrise
inlateJuneand July, theglacid riversrise. Hencethose
riversthat have amixed watershed often have pro-
longed boating seasons.

Thisdiversty of Alaskanriversmeansthat eventhe
most obsessed whitewater junkie should awaysbeable
toget hisor herfix

Becausemost Alaskanriversare reaively youngin
geologic terms, they often present steep and continuous
gradients. Paddlersaccustomed to pool-drop rivers may
find thisabit disconcerting. Alaskan riversfeature
fewer discretetechnical rapids, but offer alot more non-
stop, booming action.

Alaskds extended boating season ismagnified by the
long, long daysd summer. In Junethereisnearly
twenty-four hoursdf daylight per day. Summer tempera:
turestend to be moderateand providea welcomerelief
from the blistering heat of the continental U.S Theskies
are not often clear; partly cloudy daysaretherule.

Boatersvisting Alaskabenefit fromthefact that
thereare nolanguage or cultural barriers,no necessity
to changeto adifferent currency and nothreat of exotic
disease. f course, inthe Alaskan wilderness, some of
the comfortsand conveniencesthat city dwellerstake
for granted may bea bit hard to come by.

Whenyou arein thewildernessyou can't just drop
intoalocal 7-11to pick up apost run cased Black La
bd. Youre morelikely tofind your brew inamorecol-
orful establishment,like Skinny Dick'sHafway Inn or
the Bird House.

Theratio of whitewater enthusiaststo riversin
Alaskaisso low that it isunlikely that you will see many
other boaterson thewater. Infact, on most runs, you
are morelikely to seeamooseor bear. Even on Sixmile
Creek, our most popular classic,you will rarely encoun-
ter more than two other partieson aweekend day.

Phato by Roger Follord

Mike Lawson negotiates
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Some boatersclaimto have gone as
long astwo yearswithout spottingan-
other boating party o theriversof
Alaska.

Mog visitors to Alaskafly into An-
chorage; with 250,000 peopleit is
Alaskas largest city. Thereare more
thantwenty runnable creeksand riv-
erswithin a hundred mileradiusdf the
city, somewithin minutesof down-
town. The Copper River region and
Vddez aretwo other popular Alaskan
boating destinations.

Perhapsthe best thing about Alaska
isitswild natureand character. Oneis
likely to encounter alot of exoticwild-
life, even onruns that areclosetothe
road. Every paddlingtripisascenic,
dramatic adventure, and thereare no
rules, no permits, nofees.. just wide
openspacesand freedom.

Northern |

Alaskan boatersdo not waitin ed-
dies, fight for parking spotsor pay us-
ersfees. Thisis, o course,anidyllic
situation, but sometimesl| do find my-
sdf wonderingwhat it would beliketo
be part of the mainstream paddling
scene.

Likeafarm boy intrigued by lifein
the bigcity; | sometimeslongto loiter
aroundaput-inonahotday, cladin
my stylin’ paddlingshortsand life
jacket, checking out the bikini clad
babes. | sometimeswant to soak in
sunscreen and hit the local whitewater
rodeo and laugh at the knuckleheads
running class4 rapidsin inner tubes
whiletrying to downaBudweiser.

I wouldn't mind measuring my style
and ability against others, even if
meant that folkswould laugh at me. I'd

_evenliketo hear someofficious

Ranger Rick or landowner Jimmy Jack
ity Lo arder e around, Just 5o that 1
covttbd tedl hire (o $6E% S, | e ad-
it that oo b e willdest fantasios, |
don’t want to fill out any forms or per-
mit applications; I've never been gbod
at that!

Sometimesl| get tired of yelling"Go
away bear!" on theapproachto every
bend intheriver. | don't dwayslike
wearing ten layersdf pileand that
damned neoprene cap, especialy
when I'm dragging my boat throughan
alder thicket. And sitting around a
bush pilot's cabin, waiting for the
weather to break, sometimesgets me
down. | guessthegrassisaways
greener...

And somefolksjust don't know

_ whenthey've got it made.
— Scouting Six Mile...

Vedant?? and pristine
Photo by Bob Gedekoh

Brian Baineson9 x Mile
Creek... Alaska's most
popular kayaking run.
Photo by Roger Pollard

Boater —Greg Brown The
steep, technical Little
Susitna



Sheep

Creek

Wild and Wooly on Sheep Creek

"Let'sgiveit onelast try," declared bush pilot Boyd
Gochanour as he herded Mike Lawson, Jeff Maylen and meto-
ward thefloat plane at the Susitna Air Service. Thiswasgoing
to beit; if he couldn't get usin thistime, we would haveto
scratch our plan to make afirst descent of Sheep Creek, located
about 80 milesnorth of Anchorage.

Soon the Cessna 206 enginespooled
up and the powerful singleenginefloat
planelifted off Kashwitna Lake. The
expanseof the SusitnaVdley opened
beneath usasthe plane's wakesettled
onthebanksof the mirror far below.

Fortuitously the cloudsparted, al-
lowing accessto thesmall lakeon
which we planned to land.

"Boyd, haveyou ever beeninthere
withthisbeast?, | inquired, struggling to - =
be heard over the drone of the propel-
ler. "Only in my Supercub, neverinthe
206," hesmirked, as he eyeballed the
lake, trying to anticipatethe effectsof
thewind.

"Think well makeit?' | asked, trying
not to sound nervous.

"Oh,wecangetin. |justdon't know

meaSissy Pantsand laughed at my behavior, but, undaunted, |
kept it up until we reached the relative safety of the creek.

Our first glimpsed Sheep Creek reveded that it wasall that
we expected, a beautiful emerald, studded with granite boulders.
We paddledthrough a pristineforest for about five miles without
incibent, findly entering asection of mellow water that braided
through an overgrownarea It wasthe
kind of placethat invitesthemindto
wander.

Suddenly we receiveda profound
dosedf redity... intheform of abig
brown ball of fur on river left. Severa
secondsclicked by before my mind di-
gested and processed thisimage, and
when | cameto termswithit, | discov-
eredthat | had aready drifted beyond
thelast eddy.

With aquick sweep | spun about
and paddled hard, determinedto
reach the safe havenupstream. |
called out awarningto ny compan-
ions. Mikejoined mein the eddy,
whileJeff took refuge upstream.

Typicaly abear will run away
when confronted by a human, particu-

if I can get back out."

"Good," we replied, knowingfull
wel that we would not bein the planeon the returntrip. "Let's
put her down."

After oneadditional turn, the floatstouched down on the
blanket of water, the spray roostertailing high behind us.

Every bush pilotisgood at two things; flyinghisor her air-
craft and unloadingit quickly. While his passengersstand pre-
occupied, breathlessly absorbingthe scenery, the bush pilot
quickly emptiestheaircraft, knowing that any delay might allow
thecloudsto roll inand strand himin alessthan hospitablelo-
cation. No bush pilot wantsto beforced to spend a night with a
bunchof guntotinghuntersdressedin thelatest Eddie Bauer
apparel. Sittingaround a campfirelistening to big city rich boys
recount their favorite huntingfairy tale rarely meetsa bush
pilot's definitionof agood time.

And so, withinafew minutesdof landing, Boyd made an un-
ceremoniousand uneventful departure, leaving usstanding on
theshoresd the high apinelake, a classicscenefrom the Alas-
kan outback.

Soon we could no longer hear thewhine o the planeat al.
"Well," Mike observed wryly, "Were on our own now." The
creek wasgtill amile and haf below usand we werein bear
country. Being afflicted with acommon Alaskan maady known
asbearmania, | had procured a packeged Black Cat firecrack-
ers,which | wascarryinginthe pocket of my spray jacket. | had
visonsof atenfoot grizzly clutching a knife and fork and waiting
for usin every clearing. My assumptionwasthat if | exploded a
firecracker every hundred yards or so, that my phantom bear
would assumeit wasa gunshot, abandon hisegting utensilsand
hit the road.

| had considered bringing bottle rocketsfor this purpose, but
decided againgt it becausedf their potentia trgjectory.| could
justimagineone sailing over a bear's head, then exploding, effec-
tively driving him im our direction. My paddling partnerscalled

larly a human asweird looking asa

kayaker. But thereare exceptions;
veteran Alaskan kayaker Andrew Embick wasforced tofirea
warning shot over a grizzly'shead on thefirst descent of the
ChakachatneaRiver, to ward off a potential attack.

Still, we were surprised when the massivegrizzly mounted a
charge upstreamin our direction. The bear crashed through the
brush that bounded the stream, whilel extracted my trusty can
of Counter Assault Bear Spray from nmy boat.

A charging bear canrun at 44 feet per second. That meant
that within afew secondsour boatswereabout to undergo the
ultimateproducttest. Asfor us...dl | could think about wasthe
guy who survived an attack who reported that he could fedl his
skull crack in thejawsof an angry brown bear.

The bear wasonly thirty feet away when she changed course
and ran off into theforest. From hisvantage upstream Jeff saw
why; her cubswere hidingon the banks, not far from our eddy. |
spent the next five minutesshaking uncontrollably.Sowswith
cubsare notorioudly unpredictable; we couldn't be sure that the
giant might not come crashing out of the brush again.

Like tornadovictimswhose house remainsstanding in the
midst of a neighborhood that has been demolished, we wondered
why we had been spared. When we were ready to resumeour
journey, no ore very anxiousto accept the lead position.

But eventualy we started back down the narrow winding
stream, and after another 15 milesand 12 hourswe reached the
take out at the Park's Highway. In the course df that journey we
had sighted five grizzlies, two black bearsand dozensd eagles
and salmon.

Asl remember that day | can till see the creek's opal escent
green watersand verdant forest lined with purplefireweed. Asl
writethiswe arelockedin thegrip of the harsh Alaskan winter,
but by thetime you read it, Sheep Creek will onceagain bea nar-
row, twisting torrent... ready to thrill the next party of whitewater
adventurerswho stalwart enough to accept the challenge.
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Phaoto by Koger Pollard

Bush pilot Boyd
Gochanour prepares to
make a hasty retreat

fromthe Happy River

Happinessis a River

escent

oger Pollayr

A

It waslate eveningand we were
deep in the canyon, nearly one hun-
dred milesfrom the nearest road. We
werelying under atarp trying to catch
somesleep, but | was sufferingfroma
bad case of bearsornnia. Next to me
ChrisRoach had his.44 Magnum
Redhawk revolver strategically placed
besidehishead. Threecansof
Counter Assault Bear Spray werelying
withinarms’ reach.

| rolled over and discoveredthat
the barrel of the gun was pointed di-
rectlyat my head. | silently pushed it
away. A few inchesseparated the
ground fromthe bottom of thetarp, a-
lowing meto peek out. Inthedim
evening light | imagined bear pawsjust
outside. It was not a reassuring vision.
You might aswell shoot a grizzly with
aBBgunaswitha44. Eventualy|
managedto dispel these disturbing
thoughtsand drift off to sleep.

Thiswasthe night we spent on the
Happy River,acrown jewel of Alaska

Rangerivers. Asaformer Air Force
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of Alaska'sHappy River

T navigator, | had seen the Happy River

from the air several timeson routine
training missions. From 29,000feet
the Happy looked like any other river,
avein ontheearth's surface;onein a
complex network that fed into
Susitna,which, in turn, flowed into
Cook Inletand eventuallythe Pac  c.
But a closer inspectionwith binocu-
larsrevealed that the Happy river had
auniguecharacter. | hopedthat it
hadn't beenrun.

| called Alaskan river pioneer An
drew Embick, and he reported that
the Happy had not been paddled. This
wasconfied by Vern Hummel,
owner of the Rainy Pass L odge, which
islocated nearby. Infact, Vernre-
sponded to my inquiry withaclassic
Alaskan reply, "l think someonetried
it yearsback, but everyonedied."

Soundsgood to me, | thought.

Afirst descent of aremoteAlaskan
river can bea costly endeavor these
days,sincethose riverswith easy
acess havealready been explored.

Aerial reconnaissance Of
the Happy River
Canyon.

| Embick reportsin hisbook that he has

taken 33fixed wing flights, seven air-
lineflightsand nine helicopter char-
tersinthecourse of exploringsixty
different rivers.

Sincetherearefew roadsand hik-
ing trailsin Alaska, the bush plane be-
comesthe main mode of transporta-
tionfor both the reconnai ssance and
the running of many rivers. Thisisnot

| tosay that if youwant to mount afirst

descent you absolutely need a Cessna
185, replete with expert pilot, but it
doeshelp. Fortunately, almost every-
onelivingin Alaskaknowssomeone
withasmall plane.

And so, after afew phone calls, Jeff
Mahlenand | weretreated toaclose
up view of theriver, courtesy of bush
pilot Rick Whitaker, who yanked and
banked the planealongthe canyon
rim. It wasan excitingflight, perhaps
too much so. Jeff, a hardened river rat,
looked like Casper the Friendly Ghost
intherear seat of theaircraft. But our
reconnai ssance ended with a straight
and surelow level sweep over thetur-
quoise, granitestudded river, and we
were hooked. Jeff and | exchanged
glancesthat could meanjust one
thing.. let'sdoit!

Photo by Roger Pollard



Withinaweek our planswere near
completion. Our expeditiononthe
Happy would be salf supported with
lightweight gear, in deferenceto the
technical upper section. Wewould
paddietheriver in two days, to accom-
modate everyone's work schedul es.
Peter Sennhauser, Chris Roach and
Jeff’s wife, Tawny Nicholysenwould
accompany Jeff and I. But we needed
tofill onemoreseat in theairplaneto
lower everyone'scost. Thesearch was
on.

It has been said that millionshave
been madeand lost, inventionsborn,
and great ideasformed withinthe
wallsaf acoffeehouse. But, did you
know that riverscan bestolenthere
too? Wel,add that to your list.

For, assure as Jesse Jamesrobbed
atrain, assure asSaddam took Ku
wait, a man stole our the Happy River
away from us.

Two daysbefore our well coordi-
nated trip, Peter bumped intoan old
friendfromthelower 48 at thelocal
Cafedel Mundo. Knowingthat we
needed another passenger, good na
tured Peter invited hisfriend dong.

After andyzing photos, studyingthe
mapsand feasting on smoked salmon,
thefriend departed, "unableto makea
commitment”. The next day heand a
compadreflew in and ran the lower
canyon, remarking | ater that he"had
left the upper sectionfor us'.

We had |ost our gold nugget down a
bottomlesscrack. Perhapstheinno-
cencethat comesfrom livinginaplace
far from the dog eat dog world had
doneusin. But, what doesa first de-
scent mean anyway ? Just some names
onapieced paper. Wedtill didn't

I

The first descent at the
Upper Canyon of the
Happy River.

know what the Happy waslike. It was
dill the adventure wewerelooking
for, evenif it had lost somedf itsvirgin
lustre.

And so, soon wewere dragging our
boatsaquarter o amile acrossthe
tundratothecreek. Inthedistance
two grizzlies munched on rootsand
blueberries. Two more could beseen
loping up the treelessmountainsde.
Within afew minutesthey had covered
iquite a distance, reminding usthat
they can befast moving, long range
travelers. We knew that we neededto
lbe on thelookout and to makealot of
noise.

The Happy started off asasmall
turquoisestream flowingthrougha
magical, boreal forest. Granite boul-
dersin the stream bed rendered this
sectiondf theriver interesting, though
not terribly difficult. (ClassH and I11.)

After four milesthe wallssteepened
and we approachedthe canyon. We
knew that camping would be difficult
inthe canyon, so we elected to spend
the night at itsentrance. Priorities
must beset on self-supportedtrips; we
had brought the light pyramid tarp in-
stead of afull-blowntent, reasoning
that we would toughit out if it rained.
But, in what might seem an absurd
contradiction,wefound spacefor our
bear insurance, the two pound .44
Magnum pistol. Comfortisareative
termin Alaska
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Although the whitewaterin the can-
yonwaseasier, it offered unique geo-
logicformations. Eaglessoared over
our heads, each apparently patrolling
itsownterritory.

After twelveserpentinemileswe
reached the massiveglacia fed
SkwentnaRiver. At 20,000cfs, its
swift brownwater cut throughavast
valey. Theriver and scenery wasso
magnificent that we scarcely noticed
the moderatewhitewater. The river
valey wasso immense, in fact, that
one unaccustomedto reading topos
might easily have gottenlost.

Fortunately, Peter and Jeff sniffed
out the point of entry intothedough
that led to Red Salmon Lake, our ren-
dezvouswith the plane. Thedough's
bankswere pulverized, suggestingthat
the bears had been gorging themselves
onsalmonthere in the not too distant
past. Wewere grateful that nonewere
therethat day. Our luck, not our plan-
ning, had saved usfrom being blocked
by this potentialy impenetrable barrier.

As we paddled into the open we
spotted the Halloween orange Cessna
206 from the Susitna Air Servicewait-
ingfor usat theend of thelake. We
cut alinethrough the muskeg to the
planeand loaded up. Withinafew min-
utes, pilot Boyd Gochanour had usair-
borne, leaving"Happyness' behind on
our way back to civilization

Editor's Note: Adventurer Roger Pol-
lard s a navigator for the National
Gaurd inAlaska and a trip leader for
Kayak Alaska, a company which pro-
vides support services to whitewater en-
thusiasts.

Phato by Roger Pollard



by Bob Gedekoh

Boatingin Alaskasoundsgreat,
doesn't it?

Wide open spaces, fabulousscenery,
uncrowdedrivers.

And the wildlifel

Ah,yes..thewildlife. Thereinlies
therub.

Becausewhenit comesto boatingin
Alaska, the word "wildlife" seemsa-
most to be synonymouswith the word
"bears*

"Bears* ,asin Great Big Potentially
Man Eating Brown Bears. What boater
wantsto wind up as an snack for a 1500
pound bruin?

W, beforeyou | et bearanoia dis-
suade you from your dream of paddling
in Americas Last Frontier, you ought to
carefully read what follows. The ex-
pertstell usthat the odds of beingat-
tacked by abear are vanishingly small,
especialy if you use common sense
and takethe appropriate precautions.

Themoreyou learn about the life
cycled bearsand their behavior,the
lessyou will fear them, and the more
you will respect them. Herearethe
"bear" facts.

Alaskan brown bearsbdong to the
samespeciesasthe Kodiak bears of
Kodigk idand and the Grizzly bears of

Montana, Wyomingand Canada
(Ursee arctos). Thelarge brown bears
o Eurasiaare also membersdf the
samespecies, whichisto say that if
they werein geographicproximity,
they couldinterbreed. Morethan haf
of the brown bearsof North America
livein Alaska

Alaskan brown bears may weigh
nearly aton, but they oftenloose one
fourthd their body weight during their
winter hibernation, which isgenerally
spent in inaccessi ble, high country
dens. Sowsgivebirthto their one
pound cubsin midwinter,while hiber-
nating. Twinsare common; triplets
occur lessfrequently. The cubsnurse
for two or threeyears, then areweaned
and drivenaway. Only about one hdf
of al cubssurviveto maturity.

Thelifed abrownbear isonedf a-
ternating six month feastsand famines.
During the spring and summer they
must feed voracioudy, storing energy
intheform o fat to carry themthrough
thewinter. By latefdl their bodiesare
insulatedwith asix inch layer o fat.
Alaskan brown bearsare omnivorous,
eating more than twelvespeciesof
plantsas well as meat... predominantly
salmonand rodents.
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Thesamon runs, which generaly
beginin early June, attract large num-
bersd brown bearsto the sides o
streamsand rivers. Herethe bears may
devour as much as 60 poundsaf fishin
an hour, gainingas muchas100
poundsin two weeks. Thebearstravel
fromriver toriver, followingthe tem-
pora pattern o the migrationof the
fish.

Mating occursin late spring; eachfe-
male may matewith several males. But
implantationof the fertilized eggsdoes
not occur until latefal. Malesdo not
participatein therearing of cubs. In
fact, thefema esmust defend their
young against attacks by males, who
will kill the cubsin an attempt to bring
thefemaleback into heat. Brown bears
have but two natural enemies, other
bearsd the samespeciesand man.
Thelifespan of brown bearsin thewild
isthought to be about twenty years.

Therisk of being mauled or killed by
a bear have been exaggerated by the
media. To put thisinto perspective
consider thefollowing: each year more
than 100,000 people are killed by other
men (wars, murder), about 60,000
peoplediedf poisonoussnake bites
(only 1-2inthe U.S), 1000 peopleeach
arekilled by tigers, crocodilesand do-
mesticlivestock, 500 are killed each by
hipposand el ephants, 100 are killed by
lions, whilean average of onlv one Da-
son iskilled by North American Brown
Bears.

Between 1900 and 1980 there were
only 126 brown bear attacksin the Na
tional Parksdf the United States. Dur-
ing that period o timethere were41
deaths, 19in the Nationa Parksand 22
in Alaska, outsidethe National Parks.
Only onein 1.3 millionvisitorsto Gla
cier N.P.isinjuredby abear. In
Y ellowstone,a brown bear attack oc-
cursin only onein sixty thousand days
spent by individuasinthe
backcountry.

At arecent meeting of the Wilder-
nessMedica Society, Dr. Steven
French, the world'sforemost expert on
bear attacksand founder of the
Y dllowstone Grizzly Foundation, pre-
sented the results of hisyearsof study.
Accordingto French, most brown bear
attacks occur becausethe animal is
taken by surprise, or becauseit isat-
temptingto drive off a perceivedthreat.
That iswhy although sowswith cubs



make up only 20%of the bear popula
tion, they account for morethan 70%cf
bear attacks. Because bears can smell
human beingsfrom up to mileaway,
surprise encountersshould be rare, un-
lessthe bear is preoccupied,aswith
fishing for salmon.

Bearsrarely attack humanswiththe
intention of eatingthem,ie. asprey. Oc
casionally rogue bears, who have been
long exposed to humansand associate
themwith food, adopt thisform of be-
havior.

French suggeststhat the key to bear
safety isavoidance. Huntersand pho-
tographers, who sneak throughthe
woodsin hopes of gettingcloseto
bears, are particularly at risk. That afa
miliarity with bear behavior isimpor-
tant isreflected by thefact that of 115
attacks on humansby bearsin Alaska
during 1900-1985, only two involved
Native Americans. Clearly the natives
are quite adept at avoiding the wrath of
their neighborhood bruins.

French suggeststhat backcountry
travel ersshould makelots of noise,
travel with others and avoid con-
stricted areas, animal corridorsor ar-
easwhere bearsare knownto feed.
Avoid camping at sitesthat have been
trashed by others and makesuredl
foodisstored away from your tent and
inafashionthat precludesodorsthat
can attract midnight marauders.
French maintainsthat thereis no good
evidenceto support the myth that
brown bearsare morelikdy to attack
menstruatingwomen.

He al so suggeststhat backcountry
visitors should have a contingency plan
in case of an encounter. Being familiar
with the geography of theareaisa
start. French recommendsthat camp-
erssleepintents, but that they don't
Zip themselvesinto their bags. Keepa
flashlight beside you when you sleep.
In general, Frenchisnot enthusiastic
about bear macesuch as Counter As-
sault; hefeelsthat it often providesa
falsesense of security, and that, quite
often, it will only blow back intothe
victimsface. However, he does recom-
mend keeping a can of it handy within
thetent at night, in the unlikely event
of anocturnal attack.

French believesthat gunsare of
questionablevaluein the event of a
brown bear attack, sincefew victims
will have the presenceof mindto use

their weapon effectively and because
brown bears haveavery small kill tar-
getarea. Forinstance, their brainsare
long and narrow... So shooting a bear is
far morelikely to enragehim thanto
kill him.

Inthe event of achance encounter,
French recommendsthat you identify
yoursdlf by making noiseand that you
avoid sudden movements. Y our behav-
ior should suggest submission, but not
necessarilyvulnerability. Do not make
prolonged eye contact with the bear,
thismay beinterpreted asathreat.
French recommendsthat you stand
your ground; running may trigger an at-
tack, and brown bears have been
clocked at morethan thirfy milesan
hour. And, inspite of their size, they
arequiteadept at climbingtrees.

If thevery unlikely event that a bear
charges, don't panic (this sounds
good), but take stepsto minimizethe
damage. Remember,inall likelihood
the bear doesn't want to kill you, she
just wantsto establish dominance.
They generally will use only asmuch
forceasthey feel isnecessarytore-
move aperceivedthreat. Bearsare
head oriented intheir attacks, most fa-

Loaded for Bear ‘ﬂ"

td injuriesinvolvethe head and neck.

Don't fight or scream. Fall tothe
groundinafetal position, face down,
withyour handsinterlocked behind
your head and your neck flexed for-
ward, elbows protectingyour face.
Don't make eye contact with the bear
during the attack.

Finally, stay down after the bear
movesaway. The bear may interpret
any additional movement asa chal-
lenge and attack again. Generaly the
injuries that occur in these second at-
tacksare moresevere. Makesurethat
the bear isgone beforeyou attempt to
leave.

Insummary, thelikelihood of expe-
riencing an serious attack by a brown
bear, even whilekayaking in Alaska, is
vanishingly small, if you usecommon
sense and take some simple precau-
tions. These mighty creatures deserve
our respect, even morethan our fear.
They are magnificent creatures who
thrivein an incredibly harsh environ-
ment.

We may visit the backcountry, but
only as"tourists’.

Thewildernessof Alaskaremains
the brown bears turf.

Loaded for Bear

Editorsnote: In thisexcerpt from his
soon to be published guideto paddlingin
Alaska(Fast and Cold- A Guideto Alaskan
Whitewater) noted whitewater pioneer An-
drew Embick advisesboaters on bears...
and guns.

Therearefew restrictionsto carryinga
gun within Alaska, though remember that
theairlineswill want it transported un-
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loaded, in arigid, locked case with ammu-
nition in original containers, and declared
as baggage (not carry-on). Air taxi opera-
torswant guns unloaded, and small planes
(and boats) can carry guns in soft, zippered
cases more easily than in bulky rigid ones.
Denali Park does not alowguns, but the
"new" parksdo, Canadadoes not alow
handguns. Do not attempt to driveacross
the border with one— it will be confis-
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cated. Somestate parks prohibit shooting
except insdf defense.

A gunwill notinvariably solveall of
your bear problems. Keepin mind that if
you shoot abear, at the very least you'll
haveto skinit and transport the hidetothe
nearest Fish and Game office. You may not
keep bearskilled in the defense of life or
property, unlessit is bear season and you
have a hunting licence and a bear tag and,
for out-of-staters,alicensed, very expensive
Alaskan hunting guide. If you shoot at a
bear, you may miss. Or the bear may keep
coming, even if mortally wounded. Or,
minorly wounded, you may just piss it off.

There'sno point bringinga gunif it
makesyou feel cocky and inclined to take
poor risks. But, if questioned, most Alas-
kanswill indicatethat guns come alongon
their trips, at |east those involving camping.
They themselvesmay not be the oneswith
the weapon, but someone on the trip has
brought the gun, and invariably, the group
feelssafer. Feeling more comfortableisa
worthwhilegoal initself. Being part of a
largegroupissafety initself, asbears gener-
dly avoid al but the smallest parties.

Don't be sticky...

Let $20 find a hole in your pocket =_

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
ship fee is funneled directly into our effective
conservation actions.
member receives a bi-monthly subscription

EBAmerican Whitewater...the best semi- |,
professional whitewater magazine in the world! -

Join the AWA today and receive American Whitewater at home

Yes, | want tojoin the AWA and receive a subscription to American Whitewater. I've enclosed my tax-deductible
contribution of $20.00 ($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to help conserve our whitewater resources and promote river safety.

river

b H LS

Adddres

I would liketo make an additional contribution to AWA’s Whitewater Defense Project as indicated below.

What gun? Probably a pump 12 gauge
shotgun, such as a Winchester 1200, |oaded
withdugs. With ashort barrel, and ableto
befitted with afolding stock, it will be
compact, light, easily carried and, though
capabledf only short-rangeaccuracy,can
provideseven shots. A high poweredrifle
(.30-06 or larger) isthe weapon of choice
for hunters, capable of moreaccuracy and
longer range. But they provideamaximum
of four shots, cost two or threetimesas
much, are heavier and longer, and the bolt
actionsare harder to work than a pump ac-
tion.

A pistol isnot agood choice, except
for true experts asalast ditch weapon.
Thevaunted .44 Magnum isinadequate
with respect to power for brown bears, and
unlessyou've shot acoupleof hundreds of
roundswith one, your accuracy is probably
not adequateeither. However,if your
choiceon akayak trip isthe .44 or nothing,
bring the .44, loaded with hot, hardloaded
jacketed bulletsor heavy, hard cast bullets.
For thelatter, try Garrett Cartridges, their
330 grainersgoing out a 1280 fps 6. box
170, Chehalis, Washington 98532)

Plus--every

AWA membership dues........ccocunen. $20.00

WDP contribution
Total @MOUNt ........coeeiierevrcveveirienens $

How would you like your Optional contribution used?
Conservation (including Hydro and A ccess i ssues)

Safety

I would beinterested in working as an AWA volunteer.

Remember - you can contribute to the AWA conservation program through the Combined Federal Campaign, CFC #0839
Mail 1o AWA, PO, Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464
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Whatever gun you bring, befamiliar
withit, besafeinitsuse, and keep it close
at hand and cleanand dry. Thefirst shot
should almost alwaysbe above the bear,
which may scareit away. That avoidsthe
problemof woundingthe bear. On a back-
packing trip around Mt. Drumin the
Wrangells, my friend Joe L offredo per-
suaded agrizzly in a bad mood to leave, by
firingseveral aboveit witha.22 pistol, ata
distance of afew feet. Onthe
Chakachatna, | didthesame with a .44, but,
at thefirst shot, another bear came out of
the bushes. Thenthey both | eft.

Theclosest I've cometo being kitled by
thelocal faunawasnot by bears, however,
it wasby amoose. Onasolorun of Upper-
Upper Willow Creek, | waited for a cow
and calf to cross, then went ahead. |
should havewaited longer. Mamacharged
in with murder on her mind, and inthe
shallow water, | couldn't get away from
her, especiallysince she cut out and ran on
shoreto catch up twice. Looking back over
my shoul der at those pounding hooves
looming abovemejust afew feet away
gave mealittleextraspeed to escape. M
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Grin and Bear k...
An Alaskan

Adventure

by Dean Fairburn

It wasabout the time my new
paddling buddy, Kevin Stillman,
asked if | owned a sawed dff
shotgun that would fit into my
kayak that | knew | was defirutely
gonna’ be doing someinteresting
paddling. At that moment my
gravest concernswere con-
firmed; | had been asked aong
on what amounted to an annual
whitewater grizzly bear "hunt".

Y es my new found paddling ac-
guaintancesintentionally
paddled small, shallow streams
when the salmonwere spawn-
ing... just so that they could ob-
servethe bearsand their glutton-
ousfeast!

Kevin Stillman, Doug
Blockowsky and Dean
Fairburn huntin’ for
bear.

I remember considering an aterna-
tivetrip... perhapsto VictoriaFals.. for
what seemed likely to be a more enjoy-
able, though no more certain, death.
But, for reasonsthat are till abit un-
clearto me, | decidedto go. And why
not? | had not landed ajob yet and |
had never seen agrizzly up closeand
personal.

| had just moved to Fairbanksand |
waslearningthat boatingin Alaskawas
going to bequitea bit different from
the river runningthat | had done be-
fore. Theriversin Alaskawere, for the
most part, silt-ladenand, consequently,
sometimesdifficult to read. The boat-
ing season waslimited to the summer,
the only timethat the riverswere not
frozen. Eveninthesummer thewater
wasso cold that wet or dry suitswerea
necessity. And, of course, the Alaskan
scenery was magnificent, and there
wasan abundanceof wildlife.

Yes.. there were mosquitoes. And
yes.. there were bears.

Fortunately the peoplein Alaska
werewarm and friendly. Maybethis
was becausethese sourdoughshad
abandonedtheir familiesin the lower
48 and maybeit wasafunctionof the
cabinfever they experienced during
thewinter. Atany rate, | soon discov-
ered that, in Alaska, friendsare family
and summer isbliss.

Shortly after my arrival | made some
friendsat the Nenana Race Festival

American Whitewater v_

T whowereto introducemeto boatingin

thefar north. Afterafew runsonthe
Nenana, | wasasked to go onathree
day, fly-in river tripto the interior of
thestate. Our destinationwasa tribu-
tary of atributary of the Susitna. Re-
gardingitsactual identity | can say no
more; | am swornto secrecy. This
hardly matters, the story could no
doubt have been the same on any one
o ahundredruns. Thetripwastofea
ture some good whitewater, some good
scenery, spawning salmon and... of
course.. the bears.

Theplan wasfor three sdf con-
tained partiesof threetofly intoalake
which emptied intothe small, salmon
infested stream. | wasto catch thelast
flight, one which wastemporarily de-
layed dueto low cloud cover. And so,
whilewe waited for theskiesto clear,
Kevin Stillman, Doug Blockolsky and |
hung around theair taxi's cabin, staring
at amassive, vengeful looking grizzly
mounted on thewall.

It was nearly evening when we de-
parted. | did not know then that bears
are mogt activelateinthe day. Flying
in, the gray overcast sky set the mood.
Because of the cloudswe wereforced
tofly around the mountainsinstead of
over them, further delaying our arrival.
At any rate, any fear of bearsthat | pos-
sessed wastemporarily transformed
intoafear of heightsas| looked down
at the magnificent, rugged contoursbe-
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Little did they know that
around the next bend..
Ursa Horribilis was
waiting.

low.

Wefollowedariver to the point
wherethe creek that we had targeted
entered. The contrast at the confluence
wastremendous, theriver waslarge
andthick with glacial silt, whereas, the
creek wastiny and clear. Evenfrom
the plane we could see the hordes of
big red salmon fightingtheir way up
the stream.

| continuedto stare at thesalmon as

ability to find their way back thousands
o milesto their spawningground, the
placedf their birth. | marveled at their
determined struggle, onethat termi-
natesin certain death.

And | MARVELED at thesizedf the
freak'n grizzly bear that waswading
right up the middle of thetiny, narrow

stream! A stream that | would soon be -

navigating!

Oh, I could enjoy watching that bear |
fromthe safety of the plane. It wasthe ||

first | had ever seen and it wasa mag-
nificent creature, so large, infact, that
it breached nearly one quarter of the
width of the stream. But | redlized that
the next timel might see that bear |
would not beathousandsd feet over
hishead.

But asweflew around the next bend
| became even more apprehensive. Far

Grin and Bear k...
VVVVYVYY

| below us, the other six kayakers were
floating a ong, unawared thefact that
they wereabout to comefacetoface
with the bear. We circled the party but
therewasno way to warn themof what
lieahead. Later | discovered that it
hadn't mattered; the bruin must have
temporarily abandoned the stream be-
causethey never saw himatd|.

A swe unloaded our kayaksafter
landing on alake a cariboutrotted to-
wards usfromthe brush. | stood
watching the splendid anima until
Doug commented, "He's probablyr un
ning from something.. maybeabear.”

Oh boy! That Bword again!

Soonweleft thevast lake, drifting
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intothe narrow, twenty foot wide
creek. The banksweredensewith
brush; my wide anglesplatter vison
was replaced with tunnel vison. Itwas
an exhilaratingmoment, but it made
mefeel insecure.

Doug had madethisr un beforeand
on each occasionhad encountered griz
Zlies. And, by thesignson the bank, it
seemed certain that we would confront
sometoo. Every bladedf grasswas
matted down by the heavy traffic. Bear
tracks and dung covered the sand bars.
The bankswerelittered with haf eaten
salmon, filling the air with afoul odor
and an unsettlingatmosphere.

Perhapsthe reasonso many of the
fishwereonly hdf eaten wasour de-
fensestrategy... whichwasto makea
lot of noise. No doubt weinterrupted

—quiteafew hearty meals.

Doug sang loudly and constantly
intothe bushes. Kevin,atransplant
from New Mexicowho looked and
acted the part o alaid back farmer,
seemed a bit out of character when he
joined Doug insong. Not being ableto
carry atune, | felt abit self-conscious,
but after noticingal thebear sign, |

Alaskan brown bear —to
be respected aswell as
feared.
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joinedinaswaell.

But we had a second line of defense,
just in case our songswere not ad-
eguate. Dougand | werearmed with
bear mace, while Kevinwasarmed
with a stainlesssteel forty four Mag-
num.

Rounding bends was especially un-
nerving, especially whenthe creek was
particularly narrow. Oftenwewere
startled by the sudden violent splashing
o thethreefoot long salmon darting
from under our boats. Eachtime it took
amoment to recognizethat the com-
motion was being caused by afish, and
not a charging bruin.

After thirty minutesour singing
evolvedinto shouts of "Hey... Bear!"
Eventually the creek channeled be-
tweentwologjamsat abend. Wedid
our best toscout the descent, al the
while chanting, "Hey... Bear."

Doug wasrunningfirst, | wasinthe
middleand Kevin was bringing up the
rear.

Just as Doug was about to start into
the rapid Kevin called out," A Bear!"
But it sounded to uslike much of the
same, and hiswarning went unheeded.

“A BEAR DAMMIT!” Kevin
screamed and thistimewe got the mes-
sage. Doug managed a hasty back ferry
into an eddy and | plowed into him, just
after | spotted the huge, button eyed
bruin just around the bend. We soon
lost sight of the monster from thevan-
tage of our eddy.

| was pumped toofull of adrenalin

T tothank Kevinfor saving our necks. |

wasso excitedthat | couldn't imagine
what weweregoingto do next. Infact,
| wasin astate of panic. Proceeding
downstreamseemed out of the ques-
tion. Portaging.. suicidal.

m

| wasin such abad way that | couldn't
help but blurt out,”What thehell are

we gonna do now?"

Doug's reaction was cam and un-
ruffled."Did he gointo the bush?' he
inquired.

"Couldn't tell," was Kevin'scharac-
teristic, nonchal ant response.

Doug peeled out into the current,
grinningbroadly, asif to say, "Well, this

what we came herefor, boys.”

"Stay close!" hecalled over his
shoulder.

Kevinfollowed and | mindlessy
paddledinto the current aswell. Now
the adrenalinwasredly pumping. |
have never been wound sotight. My
senseswere crystal clear and | felt
hyper alert. My paddlestrokes were
sure, strong and precise. And though
my voicemay not have been assweet
asPavarotti's, | know it was every bit
asloud.

Asit turned out we had nofurther
encounterswith that particular bruin.

({)

Bear onthe run 1500
pounds of unpredictable
dynamite.
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But we started to makenoisewith a
new found enthusiasm asa conse-
quenced that closecall. Wesang at
thetop o our lungs; | wasno longer the
least bit salf consciousabout being out
o key. We called out constantly to one
another, but, rememberingKevin's
nearly unheeded warning, we agreed
that no one would use the word "bear"
again, unlessone had actually been
spotted.

Infact, the word "Bear!" wasutilized
several timesthat late afternoon. Al-
though many of our encounterswere
close, most o thetimethe bearsjust
trotted off nonplused throughthethick
willowsand alders. Thiswasnot too in-
timidating, by the time we spotted most
o themthey were already high-tailingit
for cover. Thesewerethe best times..
timeswhen we could enjoy watching
theseincrediblean nal s withoutfear of
being eaten.

But there were occasional moments
of high anxiety. Sometimesthe rapids
wereso noisy that the bearswould not
notice our approach. Becausethe
stream wasso tight and narrow, by the
time we spotted them we were often
quite close, withthe current drivingus
even closer. To avoid becoming an-
other entree on the bears menus, we
scrambledto catch micro eddiesor to
grab arock or branch aongthe shore.

From these precariousriver side
sanctuarieswe would shout and bang
on our boats until the bearswould van-
ishintothe brush. Then wewould haul
assdownstream... alongthe opposite
bank, of course.

But eventually we encountered one
bruinthat was not so easily intimidated.
Hewasa particularly large boar stand-

Jinginthecreek onriver right. We
droveour kayaks onto agravd bar on
river left about one hundred feet up-
stream. As per our routine,westarted
tomakealot of noise. He heard usal
right, but he was apparently not about
tosurrender histerritory. Infact, he
casudly started lumbering towardsus.

My first instinct wasto find my cam-
erasothat | could takea picture, but
when Kevin pulled out hisholstered
forty-four | reconsidered and started
looking for my mace. Meanwhilethe
bear continued to ambleour way. We
yelled, we screamed, we waved our
arms and paddlesintheair, but the
bear continued. For the secondtime
that day | serioudy consideredthe like-
lihood that | was going to be eaten.

Thegrizzly cameto within fifty feet
o usbefore hestopped, giving usadis
gusted ook, asif to say,”What the hdll
are you doing here?' Then heturned
and dowly saunteredinto the bushes
acrossthe narrow creek.

| had my sprayskirt on in a heart-
beat, but Kevin, whowas paddlingin

I’ Bear hunter, Doug
Blockowsky takes time to

l surf.

Bear hunter
extraordinare--Julie
Klacker

borrowed equipment,took quite a bit
longer. Asaconsequencetherewere
sometense momentsbeforewe got the
hell out of there.

Shortly thereafter we spotted asow
withtwo large cubs, alegedly the most
dangerouscombination. Asluck would
haveit, we had to makea portagein
her vicinity. Another moment of high
anxiety!

Although the whitewater was never
morethan classll, the presence of the
bearsmadeit seemlikeclassV+. The
ieight hourswe spent on the creek that
iday constitutedone of the most intense
paddling experiencesl had ever had,
and at theend o it | wasexhausted. It
wasn't until we reached the confluence
«d the creek withthelarge, silty river,
that we could relax. We drifted far out
intothe protectiondf the current, a
bear sighting from here could once
agan be a pleasant, non-threatening ex-
perience.

We soon rendezvousedwith the
other six membersdf our party and set

camp. They too had spotted a number
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of bears. Infact, Julie Klacker claimed
that their group had actually paddied
the stream silently, so they could maxi-
mizetheir chances of getting a good
look at them. And then, asif to prove
her point, shewandered off aloneto
takeahike. | admired her courage, but
rememberingthe nine bearsthat | had
seenthat day, | decidedto remainin
camp, relaxingin the safety of num-
bers.

Asfate would haveit during the next

two days, whilewe paddled the larger

river, we never spotted another bruin.
But these were splendid days, nonethe-
less, featuring continuousclassIV ac-
tion and spectacul ar scenery.

| learned alot about Alaskan bears
onny first bear "hunt". They havedif-
ferent personalitiesand their behavior
isnot alwayspredictable. It isnot nec-
essary, or desireable, to carry an arse-
na o weapons. No one wantstoturn
theriver corridorsinto battleones. But
carryingmaceand asmall firearm may
be advisable. Using appropriatecamp-
ing techniquescan do alot to reduce
therisk of unwanted and dangerousen-
counterswiththe bears. Siteselection
and food handling and storageare of
critical importance.

Grizzliesrange
throughout much of
Alaska;thisistheir
turf. Paddlingin their
midgt certainlyaddsa
whole new dimension
towhitewater
boating, potentially
givingawholenew
meaningto" Getting

munched!” ;{ h

Editor's note: Regular contributor
Dean Fairbum recently movedfrom
Tennesseeto the Native Americanvil-
lageof Holy Cross, Alaska, wherehe
teachesschool.
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mfg.

AIummum rowmg frames, camp
kitchens, dry boxes and tables.

Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and
FishRite aluminum boats & sleds.

(503) 773-5582
1385 Justice Road
Central Point, OR 97502

l Call or Write for our

CAKTHTS q{.}{] EATALE
FACTORY FRESH MODELS

We Canry ALL Major Birands
Hugelndoor Showrooms-Open Year Round

OAK ORCHARD
CANOE EXPERTS

Both Storeson Water-Try-Before- You-Buy!
Waterport, NY. 14571 | Attsford, NY. 14534

R m | cayrwweTe
104, Only 2 hrs from m?ﬁ’
. - closed Tucsda
W716-682-4849° | 716-586-5990

* Free River Equipment Catalog

> ¢ RQATSCARTS. CANOESAi”POHmﬁi’ir
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pThe Prijon line of kayaks are blowmolded
from HTP—the finest HighMolecular Weight
Polyethylene. Its stiffness and durability to-
gether with our true Keyhole cockpits and
collision plate footbraces set a

and gamian

standard lor safety ek
= r
X 7

T-Canyon
Prediciable and responsive,
Ine T-Canyon offers optimum
salefy and parfornance for everyone
fram sleep crmek Boaters to beginners.

1

The HOT playkeat lor Ihe new
decade is available in either light
or extreme configurations. Unmatched
—forsurfing, yet very comfortable on the

edge. Simply the best playboatthere is.

Topolino-Duo

Tha wilds law shepwaler K7
playboaal. B surls aad rolls like 3 single
Great oo mrpart leams, Cosples and guiding

novices. You can fall in love with a Topo-Duo.

Wildwasser Spo

For information on these boats and the rest
of the Prijon line, call or write: (303) 444-2336
rt USA, Inc. P.O. Box 4617, Boulder, CO 80306
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ACA Instructor
Workshops
Slated

ACA sanctioned I nstructors De-
velopmental and certification
Workshopshave been scheduled at
the Vdley Mill Camp near Washing-
ton, D.C. on May 26-30 (Open Ca
noe) and June 10-14 (Kayak). The
Open Canoe section will betaught
by canoe-sport writer Bob Foote.
The Kayak section will betaught by
Mark Moore of the Nationa Out-
door Leadership School. Classsize
for each sectionislimitedtoten
and the registrationfee is$285. For
additional information call (301)
948-02200r writeto the Vdley Mill
Camp, 15102 Seneca Rd.,
Germantown, Md. 20874.

|Kayak Chile

l Kayak trips for experts only, with no rafts to wait

for. Run the Bio-Bio while the proposed dams
remain unbuilt. Then go on to the legendary water-
falls of the Fuy and the giant, clear waves of the
Futaleufu. Run more whitewater and see more of
Chile than you can any other way. Call now to
reserve your choice of kayak model and departure
date, and to receive further information and a list
of all past participants, (whohave come from nine
different countries,) so you can confer with some
of them. Sport International, 314 N. 20th St,,
Suite 300, Colorado Springs, CO 80304 USA.

719-520-1784.800-779-1784. FAX 719-630-1892.

(215)622-0966

ToOM ONEILL DFSIGNER S TABRICATON

“=Come visit our new outpost on the:banks
of the NantahalaRiver, in North Carelina.
Test drive THE BEST on our-gight-rhile
white-water track. You'll enjoy finding out
why a custom-built and outfitted,
ready-to-paddie Whitesell Canoe is still your
best bet for maximizing your ability on all
classes of whitewater.

Call (404) 325-5330 for more info
_ andourfreevideo.

2362-A Dresden Drive, Atlanta, GA 30341
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New Wave Waterworks
2535 Roundtop Road

Mhddletown Pa. 17057
Phone (717)944-6904

Phone (717)944-6320
Fax (717)944-0422
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AIRE uses the |atest technology and innovative

designto build high performance craft that are

durable, compact. and

seif haiting:

ATRE bailds

six models of catarafts, six rafts, threginflatable

kayaks and two sea kayaksin avariety of colors.

AIRE leadstheway in t

and so should you.

— PO. BOX 3412, BOSE, IDAHO 83703 (208)344-7506 FAX (208) 345-1856 s
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— L LEARNWITH THEPROS =

Our Whitewater Kayak School consists of
a two-day basic clinic. (Further instruct-
ions by special arrangements). ACA cert-
ified instructors, classroom sessions,
whitewater movies, equipment, shuttles,
wet suits, and plenty of river fun are all
included.

.._-;'_ -~ ... . | Begnnersstarton stil water, learning
e e iy o y : basic skills and paddling techniques.
L = T S — The second day is on easy whitewater.

CALL US TODAY !
(717) 443-9532

WHITEWATER CHALLANGERS GUIDE 53CHOOL

oMy By 8

WHITE HAVERN. PA 184841
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NORTHWOODS
PADDLING CAMP
FOR KIDS

Ages9-16

Wodlf River Refuge, Wisconsin

Sponsored by ACA and United
States Canoeand Kayak Team

Beginners, Junior racers& Elite
racer swelcome

$80/ 4days, $60/ 3 days

Instructor s US Kayak and
Canoe Coach Kent Ford; ACA
InstructorsBob Obst, Colleen
Hayes, Ray Mclain, George
Steed, Marge Cline

Contact: Colleen Hayes 606
EugeniaAve

Madison, Wisconsn

53705

Phone 608-233-6728

Pacific Northwest

Race/Rodeo Schedule Announced

Thefollowingschedul e was provided by
the Leagueof Northwest Whitewater Racers.
(206) 933-1178. Cdl the individual race direc-
tor to confirm each event.

April 24-25 North Idaho Whitewater Festival
Riggins, |daho
Willy Accola (800) 243-1677

May 1-2 B.C. Slalom Series#2
Capilano River, B.C, Canada
Brian Creer (604) 2756651

May 1-2 Bob'sHole *
Clackamus River, Estacada, Oregon
Steve Scherer (503) 285-0464

May 2930 Mamquam Jr. Race (Sat)
Interm. Race (Sun)
Squamish, B.C.
Don Jamieson (604) 898-5493

May 89 Olyrnic Regiona Festival Tridlsand
NW. Divisona Championship
Verlot, Washington
Dawn Meekhof (206) 6333165

June56 SalmonlaSac
Rodyn, Washington
Werner Furrer (206) 348-5935
June 12-13Snake Canoeand Kayak Classic *
|daho Falls, Idaho
Paul Reep (208) 5233572
July 10-11 Payette Whitewater Roundup *
South Fork Payette, Idaho
Bruce Bistline (208) 345-3654
July 17-18 White Salmon Races
Hasum, Washington
Bill Bowie (503) 281-7765
July 31- Sauk River Race
Augl Darrington, Washington
Jennie Goldberg (206) 933-1178
Oct 310 Nooksack Race
N.F. Nooksack River, Washington
Peter Koci  (604) 876-3476

* includesrodeo

U. KINGS*GORE CANYON*RUSSELL FK*GRAND CANYON,

S PoSST !

Have You Heard About
The Ultimate

CLASS V
GUIDEBOOK

Ths Book Includes..

It's 2 Rapid Education!

- A coast-to-coast parade of extraordinary rivers
- Complete trip logistics and descriptions

And Thereds More...

- Hilarious misadventures and stunning photos by
renown river runners.

|:| leader in whitewater instruction since 1972, MKC
offershighly personal instruction from Beginner to Expert
levels in both kayaking and open canoeing. Located on the
Madawaska River, we provide dl the comforts d avacation
resort. And better yet, our rivers are clean, warm and un-
crowded. Weekend and 5-day courses.

—
A peek at the cutting edge Of paddlesport iodeay-— ¥
-R chard Penny, author
The Whitewater Sourcebook
Box 635 Barry's Bay Ontario KOJ 1BO

Summer: (613)756-3620 Winter: (613)594-5268

MADAWASMKA KANU CENTRE

Order today: Send $13.95 T $2 s/h to Swiftwater
Publ i shing Go., POBox 3031, Portland, OR 97208
Dealer_Inquiries: 503/292-5756____

*CATARACT*REVENTAZON*CAL SALMON*AND MOREN®
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CLINCH RIVER
PADDLE CO.

CUSTOM
PADDLES

AND
REPAIRS

[ Wavesports

O Glitter Lids Helmets : .
- Synthetic
=y Lifejackets 3 CUSFP_T.._G_@?WE@E_
(3 Kokatat Drysuits (J Rapiclstyle Paddling
& Pile )} Jackets

DURABLE..

2450 JONES
WHITEWATER, INC. LMo O T
1692 Second Street Pke o Richboro, PA 18954 e 215-598-3669 (615) 986-9387 &
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE BROC

3rd Annual Nantahala Rescue Rodeo

and River Bottom Stomp
July 10, 1993 -- Wesser, NC

"This is a first rate event that is
enormously fun and a great learning
experience. Relative competence is
judged, but only to add spice for those
with competitive drives.”

"The first aid judges were wonderful.
After we were through they helped us
understand what we did correctly and
what we could have done better. "

"Ugh, gross! " (entrant viewing latex bone
fragments protruding from a victim's leg)

Novice and open classes
Open and decked boats
Individual and team entry

For information, contact: Chris Bell, Route 1, Box 519, Candler, NC 28715 704-665-9665
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OCOEE WHITEWATER
RODEO

American Whitewater v-.- st Jumni



Dates. Saturday and Sunday, June5and 6
Where: Ocoee River: Ducktown TN

More Information, registration forms, and dinner reservationscontact:
Susan Wilson-Gentry

646 Deer Creek Trail

Hoschton GA 30548

Home 706-654-2725

Freestyleevent for Kayaks, Squirt boats, C-1, and
Open Canoes.

Famous Man d Rubber Downriver Raft Race.

Team Tridsfor the 1993 WORLD WHITEWATER RODEOQ, October
16 and 17 1993.

Friday June4
5:00-7:30 p.m. Registration at Ocoee put-in
($10 late registration fee after June 4)
Saturday June 5
7:30-9:00 am. Registration
(9:00 am.deadlinefor dl regigretion!!!)
10:00-2:00 Squirt Competitionat Torpedo

2:00-5:00 Open Boat Competitionat HellsHole

Saturday evening
Awards, party, dinner, raffle, silent auction, auction, and live mu-
sic. Locationto be announced. A Great Timefor competitors,
spectators, rafters, or any AWA supporters. (dinner reservations
are recommended)

Sunday June 6
10:00 a.m.-4:00 SurfaceK-1 and C-1 competitionat
HelsHadle
9:00 am. Regigtration for raft race only at Ocoee
river put-in

4:30 Awards ceremony at Hdls Hole

Al money earned goesto the American Whitewater Affiliation!!!

American Whitewater vi'...-. ligni
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