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few days ago while leafing through == absolute, inflexible Safety Rules. Too often

my copy of National Geographic
" Adventure, | came acrossan article
itled the "Rulesof Paddling." | knew
right away that | wasn't going to likeiit.

I'll behonest. | don'tlike rules. Maybeit's
because I'm achild of thesixtiesand ahippie
at heart. Maybe | have anarchist tendencies.
Inany case, rulesjust rub methewrongway,
especialy when they are meant to apply to
my favorite pastime... whitewater paddling.

AsWhitewater Safety Rulesgo, and | have
seenmany suchlists, thepronouncementsin
theAdventurearticle were fairly innocuous.
Toitscredit, thearticledid quote Roger Zbel
and Charlie Walbridge, two genuineauthori-
ties and both friends of mine. And the first
two rules were harmless generalizations:
"Know what you don't know" and "Under-
stand river hazards and avoid them.” Who
could object to those? The third rule was
"Alwayswear aPFD." Even| couldn't argue
with that... unless they meant while watch-
ing extreme videosin my living room!

But the fourth rule got my goat: "Never
boat alone." Most of us have seen thisrule
reiterated so many times that we hardly no-
tice it. Even though many o us choose to
ignore it, we see it written everywhere. Yet,
tomy mind, thisemphaticprohibitionagainst
boating aloneisagood example of oned the
things that is wrong with the concept o

such rules achieve a sense o validity by
repetition, evenwhenthereisvery littlerea
evidence to support them.

For example, we now have well over a
hundred canoe and kayak fatalities recorded
in the AW database. Of these, only four in-
volved individuals whowere paddling alone.
And in each of these instancesit is not clear
that the deaths could have been prevented if
another boater had been present.

Conversely, wehaveon record morethan
a hundred instances in which paddiers died
while paddling with others. In several o
these instances it seems likely that other
members of the group inadvertently con-
tributed to the tragedy. Doesthat mean that
"Never boat with others" should be a rule?
Doesthismean that | think that it issafer to
paddle alone than to paddle with others?

No. It just means that there are risksto
both.

If you become hopelessly pinned in your
boat, stuck in avicious hydraulic, or take a
debilitating swim while boating alone, you
may perish. A companion might have been
able to save you. Yes, boating alone can be
dangerous.

On the other hand, if you are paddling
with aweak or careless group on a difficult
river, you may find yourself in deep trouble.
Paddlingwithagroup canalsolead toasense

L T

of complacency. And al too often, we have
seen instances in which individual judge-
ment was clouded by group dynamics and
bravado. Yes, boating with a group can be
dangerous.

So, rather than to dogmatically state
"Never boat alone" or " Never boat ingroups,”
| think it is better to educate whitewater
boatersabout thespecificrisksd each. Then,
let each individual boater make rational de-
cisions, based upon hisor her circumstances
and abilities.

Consider another commonly stated pro-
hibition, "Never paddleover al ow-head dam.”
| was recently taken to task by areader (see
Letters to the Editor) who felt that | should
not have published the photo of nineyear old
Robyn Abernathy paddling over adaminthe
September/October issue. Thereader argued
that by publishing sucha picture, | might be
encouraging others to engage in dangerous
behavior.

When | first glanced at the picture o the
child running thedam, | mustadmit I cringed.
Low-head damsscare meand | al most aways
portage them. But then | took a better look
and redized that there was so little water
running over the dam when the photo of
Robyn was taken that the recycle at its base
was inconsequential. | decided that Robyn
had not been in peril; | suspect that most of
our readers came to the same conclusion. |

| would not haverunthephotoif | thought she

had been in real danger, at least without
comment. Actually, | hoped that the photo
might elicit an objection like the one |l re-
ceived, sothat it could serveasaspringboard
for adiscussion... like thisone.

Inarguably there have been many fatali-
tiesrelated to low-head dams reported tothe
AW fatality database. Several involved experi-
enced boaters who should have known bet-
ter. These unfortunate boaters died because
they were unable to escape the backwash at
thebased thedams.. ..the proverbial Drown-
ing Machine. There is no denying that vi-
cious, inescapable recycle can form below
low-head dams when there is a significant
amount of water pouring over them. But
vicious, inescapable recycle can also form
below natural ledges aswell asin naturally
formed hydraulics, at certain flows. Y es, your
favorite play spot canturnintoadeathtrap at
highwater. Maybethereshould berulesthat
state, "Never paddle over aledge" or "Never
surf ahydraulic.” | doubt that very many of
you would accept that premise.

Better that whitewater boaters should
learn to evaluate recirculation in each of
these circumstances, realizing that appear-
ances can be dangerously deceiving. Then
they can rationally decide what is safe and
what isn't. Education about recycle and how
and when it forms, not inflexible dogma, is
the best way to prevent fatalities. Inthiscase
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the message should not be, "Never paddie |~

over low-head dams." Rather, it should be,
"Think long and hard beforeyou decidetotry
to punchthrough powerful recycle, irrespec-
tive of what caused it to form."

Thesamecorrespondentwho complained
about the dam (not damned!) photo, also
complained about my decision to publish the
story by TeresaGryder inwhich sherecounted
running Chatooga Section IV in a storm at
night. (At least she wasn't boating alone!)
Again, the letter writer argued that by print-
ingthestory | mightinfluence AW readersto
take similar risks.

Admittedly, a recent study at a major
university (I forgetwhich one, but | heard it
on TV so it must be true) demonstrated that

most peopleare notassmart (orasfunny) as |
they think. Nevertheless, | find the sugges- |

tionthat reading Teresa's story mightinspire
otherstofollow her exampleabitinsultingto
our readers. | know for a fact that most AW
membershaveagreat deal of common sense
and intelligence, and are not the least bit
impressionable.

And in her story, Teresa clearly acknowl-
edged the risks she had taken and admitted
that, in retrospect, running a Class IV+ river
at night in a thunderstorm might not have
been suchagood idea. Besides, if | refused to
publishany articlesinwhich peopledo (How
should | putit tactfully?)" misguided things,"
this magazine would be empty. None o my
storieswould see the light of day; that's for
sure.

There is no denying that Teresa and her
friendsviolated two of the traditional safety
rules, "Never boat at night" and "Never boat
during a thunderstorm."

But, once again, are these rules realy
valid? One could argue that there is not a
single whitewater canoe or kayak fatality in
the database that occurred at night or asthe
result of alightning strike. Contrary towhat
some o you might think, there are alot of
boaterswho paddleat night. And if you paddle
long enough, sooner or later you are bound
to find yourself on ariver in an unexpected

thunderstorm.

Obviously being on an open body of water
duringalightning storm putsoneat risk. But
what if you areonariverinadeepgorge, like
the Chatooga? Are you safer on the edge of |
the river—at the lowest possible elevation,
or standing under atall tree?l don't know the
answer to that question, but it meritsdiscus-
sion. Stories like Teresas and thoughtful
letters to the editor like the one mentioned
above stimulate such dialogue.

Certainly paddling at night can he dan-
gerous. You may find yourself trapped inan
undercut because you did not see it soon |
enough and your friends may not be able to
rescue you because they cannot find you. But
what about paddlingafamiliarand easy river,
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relative to your own skill, in afull moon?

Isthat really more dangerous than run-
ning a twenty-foot waterfall in broad day-
light? A 50-foot falls? A one 100-foot falls?
Should | stop runningstoriesabout kayakers
paddling over falls?Should there bea Rule
prohibiting the running o falls?

One of my biggest objections to Safety
| Rules is that they can become a crutch.
| Boaters can delude themselves into think-
ing, "If | just follow these few simple rules,
nothing bad will happen to me." Well, if you

_ believethat | hate to burst your bubble, but

it just ain't so. Rules can never be a substi-
tute for common sense, experience, and
judgement.

Many complex factors contribute to
whitewater accidents, not the least of which
is bad luck. Complex problems rarely have
simple solutions. Most of the unfortunate
individualslisted inthe AW whitewater fatal-
ity base did not wind up there because they
brokeasimple rule. And even peoplewhotry
tofollowall of life's rules die sooner or later.
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Therearerisksto everythingwedoonthe
water. We can do our best to educate the
whitewater community about these hazards,
but, in the end, the philosophy of American
Whitewater (theorganization and thismaga-
zine) isthat eachindividual must makehisor
her own decisions about the risks they are
willing to accept. Intheend, each of usmust
liveor diewith the consequences of our own
decisions. That iswhat personal responsibil-
ity isal about.

Bob Gedekoh

"This code, however, isonly a
collection of guidelines;
attempts to minimize risks
should be flexible, not
constrained by a rigid set of
rules. Varying conditions and
group goals may combine with
unpredictable circumstancesto
require alternate procedures.”
From the introduction to the
AW Safety Code.
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't than some of the Paris-fashion-show, waif-model type hats you've been lusting after? You bet.
i or some g.d. fashion slave? You have the right to help lower the risk of death or seriousinjury,
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Responsesto Nov/
Dec Forum

New School Rant

Bab,

Dude man, like WHAT is your problem?
Youthink us young punksgetonyour nerves,
you have no clue. Here's some stuff us New
Schoolers could live without for the next
Millennium.

The Attitude - You Old Schoolers show
up at our kewl holeand front surf with these
banana boats that you could land a cargo
planeon. Dude, doesn't your retirement plan
provide enough cash to buy a decent boat?|
mean comeon, front surfingandsidesurfing
went out with Saturday Night Fever. Show us
you can do a Rad Double Ollie Porn-Star
Blunt withaMcTwist and maybewell letyou
surf inour hole. You think wereally care how
many festivals you nut on? You think we
redly carethat you negotiated the release on
theriver we just paddled? When was the last
timeyou competedinaRodeoor a Race? How
many years ago?

Fear d Technology - How comeyou guys
never post anything on the internet, and
when you do its always somethlng I|ke

[ this...FESTIVAL THIS SATURDAY AT THE |

BADASS RIVER. Don't miss out on al the
fun 5-10 this sat at the big pavilion in
Badasstown, for more information e-mail
meat ol dschool eratwhoopassdotcom. I syour
caps lock and punctuation keysall screwed
up?Givemeacall,I'll hook you up with anew

keyboard. And why are you afraid to post |

anything controversial on the rare occasion
that you do post? Are you afraid of getting
flamed by all uspunks?Doyou think that the
internet is a powerful information sharing
resource? WRONG! It's a place for degener-
atesto set up virtual dysfunctional commu-
nities.

Smoking on the river - Dudes, get with
the program... smoking isout unlessyou're
the CEOfor PhillipMorrisor the President of
the USA (actually the president doesn't really
SMOKE the cigars, but | digress).

Experience? - If you guys have been pad-
dling for so many years, then how come you
never usea Duffek stroke and you brace just
asoften, if notmore, thanwedo. Inyour eyes
we're adl a bunch o sissies until we run a
rapid or a line that you won't, then we be-
come suicidal maniacs. What's the deal?

Fear of heights - Don't you know that
nowadays the biggest drop you have run is
directly proportional to the size o your
weenie?The cover of AW alwaysshowssome

. Over The Edge is the third in the line of
kayakmg s best entertainment videos.
" Fallin’ Down

& Featuring: The World Record Freefall
Waterfall Descent! Shannon Carroll
drops 78' 0n Sahalie Falls.

& Tao Berman cascades 100+ feet on the Rio
El Salto.

& BJ Johnson threads through the narrow
80 ft. gorge on the NF Slate River.

# Plus "play the river" freestyle action never
before seen!

Wet Ones

Over the Edge
Collect all three!

Available at Falling Down Productions 1800
Kayak66. Send $24.95 plus $4.00 shipping
and handling to FDP PO Box 242 Lansing,

WV 25862 ,
And one ¢ the best ever

S Chen sk Go Over the Edge with ]
Mamn, Brothers Another Falling Down Production! ,!'
Sl oty Presented by BALZOUT! r_

& ¢ North Carolina CoIorado + Washington + Oregon # British Columbia & Wesl Virginia ¢ MexicoY
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old-shriveled up viagra-addicted fogie run-
ning Class H rapids with a frightened look
on hisfaceand nose plugs. | KNOW you have

|| glossies of sick assinyour face 60 foot drops

with kids running them in playboats. Come
on, you know what wewant, now GIVE IT TO
US. There's only 4 color pagesinyour mag, 3
d them arewasted on ads, and your cover is
aways lame.

And that picture o you in the editorial
section - it's anice picture, but what iswith
the paddle? | have the same make & model
paddle but the face of my blade only has 1/2
the surface area due to constant use and

1 abuse. Either you are making enough money

to buy new paddles every six months or you
need to get out more and paddle.

Lack o respect - We never make fun of
you when you screw up running a drop, but
if we get munched in a hole or swim you go
out of your way to rub it in. What's up with
that? | mean, they caught the working on
tape, isn't that bad enough? My homey's
never berate me personally, they just host a
new website called
www.watchkarlgethammered.com with
streaming real-time video o my disgrace.

Obsession with death -Weall appreciate
the nightmareswe get from those great acci-
dent reportsyou areaways printing. Maybe
if you scare us enough well stop running
insane drops. Nahhhhhhhh. Why don't you
focus on the positive aspects of the sport?

Kavaking Videos - While you may have
disdain for paddling videos, our generation

4—simply usesthem as visual guidebooks. Those

dudes in the videos are in fact, no better
paddlers than most of us. In fact, as ridicu-
lous as it may sound, most o us ‘weekend
warriors maketen timesasmuchinour legit
jobs asthe pro paddlers, andyetwestill can't
affordto buy new boats. What's upwith that?
Fear o modifving boats - When you
printed the article about night paddling in
total blackness you put in a two sentence
disclaimer. When you printed the article on
boat modifications you printed two pages
worth of disclaimersand consulted Kayaking
Manufacturers, the Board o AW, Y our Law-
yer, and Team Star Bellied Sneech. What's
the deal? As someone who has personally
sufferedat the hands of today's small volume
rodeo boats, T canassureyouthat no boat can
be TOO SQUASHED, unlessit gets run over
by an 18 wheeler like Njord's Glide. You
didn't see Njord crying over squashed boats?
Nope, he just duck taped up the huge cracks
andwent right back to paddling ClassV stuff.
Xtreame man. Shoot, Riot made a bundle by
borrowing the Star-Bellied Sneech's boat
squashing Machineand turning their unsuc-
cessful Glide mold into the rodeo winning
Slice. Come on Bab, Everyone's doing it.
PlasticCritters- What's upwiththedumb
plastic crap | always see duct-taped to older
paddlers helmets?I've seen ratts, dinosaurs,
lizards, rubber chickens, and floppy anten-
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nas. OK, bee-man is cool cause he's got a
THEME going, but the rest of you guys look
like dorks. I'm going to call PETUPA (Pad-
dlersfor the Ethical Treatment of Ugly-ass
Plastic Animals) and report you guys.

| hope dl you old timers come off your
high horses and start treating some o the
new schoolers with the dignity and respect
we deserve. Dammit.

Karl "No respect for his elders" Gesslein

The Old School
CheckslIn

Dear Bob,

Great opening column inthelatest issue
of AW. My sentiments completely. | figured
I'd get thistoyou before the deluge of, "Hey,
like, dude, how comelikeyou'reso harsh," e-
mails. You missed my pet peeve-thefact that
everyone | meet on the rivers these days
(under age 30) is "sponsored.” That's right,
they can barely read water and they're "like,
sponsored by Boof Daddy, Boof Mommy and,
like, Anarchist paddle gear."

Bob Woodward

Ranting Old
School Reply

Dear Mr. Gesslein,

Thank you for your insightful response
tomy forum, "Tom Toms, Rail Grabsand the
New Millennium," published in the Novem-
ber/ December issue of American Whitewa-
ter. | must admit your letter cameasa pleas-
ant surprise to this Old Schooler. | had no
ideathat any of the New Schoolers knew how
toread, muchlesswrite. And so cleverly, too!

But please allow me to address some of
your specific concernsabout Old School boat-
ers.

Asfor thesized our boatsand thesize of
our weenies... | can only say that many Old
School boaters are simply too large to fit
comfortably into the tiny little plastic
condomsyou New School ers call kayaks. And
it's not because Old Schoolers have big feet.

O course | can understand why so many
of you New School ersprefer thosetiny boats...
I'm sureyou don't find themtight at all, and
they areso very easy toroll. But, with alittle
practice, most of you could probably master
theart of rolling larger kayaks as well.

As for noseplugs, | have never worn a
pair, nor do | believe that | ever will. | would
rather develop a sinus infection that erodes
through the base of my skull into my brain,
turning it into a pus ball, than be seen ona
river with noseplugs. But | see nose plugson
New School boaters al the time. | assume
that their mommies put them there to re-
mind them not to pick their snotty pierced
NOSES.

And while I'm on the subject of pierced

noses, | know that many o you New Schoolers
think that we Old Schoolers aren't "kewl"
because we don't have ringsand studs stuck
through our noses, eyebrows, lips, tongues
and nipples. Well, T'll haveyou know that just
because you don't see any pierced body parts
when we blow past you on the river, that
doesn't meanwe don't haveany. | have more
holes in me than the Ocoee. But we Old
Schoolerscomeby our holes honestly, not by
way o self-mutilation. Our holes are the
result of gunshots (angry husbands), knives
(barfights),and theteeth of rampaging griz-
Zly bears.

Asfor the many festivals we sponsor, did
you actually think that we held those so that
you New Schoolers could come and have a
good time? Hah! | know for a fact that the
only reason that Old King Koll hosts the
Beaver, Black, and Moose Festivals is so he
can watch al the New Schoolers get ham-
mered. Heand hisancient cronieslurk inthe
eddies and laugh themselvessilly when you
swim.

Youwondered if | can doany New School
tricksin holes. I'll have you know that every
time | dropintoabig hydraulic | make moves
that are so cutting edge that they don't even
have names. Yet! Eat your heart out Eric
Southwick.

Inregardtotheplastic crittersthat some
Old Schoolers fasten to the top of their hel-
mets... | personally have never done such a
thing, but | have been known to consort with
afew Old Schoolerswhodo. Let mewarnyou,
those guys are just setting a trap, and the
plastic fish, frogs, chickens, and duckies are
the bait. You see, the only thing those big
tough gnarly old duckiehead dudeslovetodo
more than kayak is brawl. So they intention-
aly make themselves look silly, hoping to
trick some punk New Schooler into making
acrack. Youinsult the man's duckie, and the
next thing you know you get abig dosed the
whupass.

Finally,youmentionedtheOld Schooler's
obsession with death. Well, there was time
when we were fearless... but then some ge-
nius came along and invented Viagra. Now
we do want to liveforever.

I'd like to go on, but my nurse says its
time for my Geritol, Prozac, Metamucil, and
a nice nap. All of us Old Schoolers in the
homewant to be fresh for the Bingo tourna-
ment tonight... and the Rec Room orgy that
follows.

With unpierced tonguefirmly planted in
unpierced cheek.

Sincerely,

Bob Gedekoh

Editor, American Whitewater

Seriously, I'm glad that someone from
the New School checked in. | will not deny
that | fall intothecategory of Old School, but
that isn't what | want this magazine to be.
Forsometime | havefelt that our coverageof

New School subjects has been less than
"kewl," | would liketo see morearticlesabout
whitewater rodeos, rodeo techniques, and
hot New School Boaters. New School humor
would be very welcome.

For better or worse, what you see in Ameri-
can Whitewater isdefined by what arrivesin
my mailbox. Sopl ease, New Schoolers, check
out our writer's guidelines, published in ev-
ery issue, and rev up your word processors.
Your articles and photos are welcome here.

More From the
Old Schoal

Dear Bob,

Regarding your Nov/Dec forum, | didn't
think you were being sarcastic. I've had the
same thoughts, but felt like | was just being
acranky oldfartsol just kept them to myself.
('Y ouwere semi-serious? Right?)

| would like to add something wedo need
in the new millennium. A modern kayak
which weighs less than 35 Ibs,, which | can
get my feet intowithshoeson, and whichwill
carry enough gear for acouple o nightsona
Class IV river. It seems like most o the new
boats are all heavy and designed for doing
cartwheelsinapool. Mysdf, I still liketorun
riversandso do alot of my old time paddling
buddies. There are a number o tripsin the
west that are very challenging and long
enough to require several dayson the river.
No one seemsto make a boat for thiskind of
river runningany more, but thereisamarket
out there. | personally know 3 or 4 people
lookingfor such akayak. Manufacturerstake
note.

Just asan aside, I'm using a Dancer XT
with Dagger thigh bracesfor the above men-
tioned purpose. New Perception and Dagger
thigh bracesfit in the large XT cockpit with
minimal effort and feel much more secure
thantheoriginals. | don't know what | will do
when this boat goesto thegentleriver inthe
sky. Thatiswhy | would liketo seesomething
on the market that fills this niche.

Ward Eister
San Jose, California

Tuolumne!

Hi Bob and Chris,

During the many years | have been a
subscriber to American Whitewater | have
often seenthenamed California's Tuolumne
River misspelled. Ohwell, | figured that this
wasn’t the easiest river name to spell. There
is even a trail sign in Tuolumne meadows
that is misspelled.

But when | saw how badly mangled the
namewasin Chris' article, "Fear and Loath-
ingin California," | had asuggestion for you.
Put "Tuolumne" in your spell checker.

American Whitewater v March /April 2000
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Also in the article Chris refers to the
South Rranch of the Tuolumne, which is
actually the North Fork. And, the San Pedro
Reservoir is the Don Pedro Reservoir.

Nancy Dagle

Past Board M ember of the TuolumneRiver
Preservation Trust

Editorsreply: Chrishasbeensentenced to
write the word " Tuolumne" one thousand
times on the blackboard. He will not be al-
lowed back into his boat until he has com-
pleted his punishment.

Courtesy Needed on
Ottawa

Dear Bob,

| just received my copy of American
Whitewater yesterday. | read your "Letters"
sectionand came upon Kevin Maggsl etter. It
iscertaintodraw aresponse, considering the
current popularity of rodeo boating in North
America.

Let me start by saying that | am not a
rodeo boater myself and | have no desire to
become one. Now don't get mewrong, | like
surfing in holes. It is a skill that is very
important if one isto paddle difficult water
safely. The skills learned in a "safe" hole
could be life saving on a Class V run. How-
ever, to appreciate Kevin's opinion you must
appreciate the Ottawa River. Where else can
you find ariver that NEVER goes below 5000
cfs, alwayshasa multitude of safe play spots
at all levels, has excellent access points, and
is BIG and bathtub warm all summer.

McCoy Chute, the first rapid (and the
best playspot in thehemisphere), islessthan
ten minutes paddling on flatwater from the
put-in. There is a parking lot at the put-in
that has been graciously donated by OWL
rafting. Itisa perfectset up. Theriverisquite
heavily rafted during the summer months,
and weall know how many boatersthere are
now. This combined with awhole new gen-
eration o "rodeo boys' who prefer to park-
and-paddleinstead of actually runningariver,
leads to congestion at McCoys of Gauleyish
proportions on every summer weekend.

Thetroubleisthat not everyone doesthe
entire river, and most who do spend half the
day at thisone rapid. It iscommontositin
line at the bottom o the rapid behind 35
boats, not counting the rafts, waiting for a
chanceto surf. All those boats bouncinginto
each other inaboaily, bigwater eddy tendsto
bring out the worst in some people. People
frequently buttin line, and somefrequently
take four minute surfs practicing countless
whirlydoos, while 35 kayakersand 40 rafters
sit waiting their turn. Collisionsin the hole
are becoming common, also.

T sympathize with Kevin's opinion about
the rodeo. & rodeo at MeCoys compounds the
problem of congestion, especially sm & Tong

weekend. It also monopolizes the playspot
for the entire weekend. The Ottawais a hig
river with room for everybody, if we can just
keep them moving downstream. If we do not,
for safety sake, someonewill do it for us. H
everybody showsalittle bit of consideration,
it would make paddling the Ottawa a whole
lot more enjoyable for everyone.
Sincerely,
Mike McCrodan
Morrison, CO

Damned Damd

Dear Friends:

About a year ago | began squawking in
earnestabout theseinsultsto Rivers, Nature,
TheLand, and our Vocabulary. | squawked to
alotof peopleinall sortsofvocationsand age
groups, who either nodded their heads or
vociferously agreed with me, but knew not
wheretogotoalter, and eventualy stop, the
misbehavior of the bureaucrats fooling
around with our language and wrongfully
naming somethingtosuit their own political
preferences.

Then, Nancy Jacques, bright of mindand
gcool with words, came to the rescue. She
found thefirst step from whence to proceed,
and | urgeeveryoneto consider how we have
Tbeenshafted over theyearsintobelievingthe
“word "lake" when we see it on amap, hear it
an the airwaves, or see it in some travel,
recreation, Park, or Monument brochure.
HereintheWest, especially, about oneout of
Torty isatrue lake.

We need |egislation to changethese mis-
inomers— overtime, butstarting NOW. When-
ever a map is updated, wherever road signs
‘point toa"lake" that isa"dammed" thing, a
pluginaonceliving river and no lake at all,
that sign must say "reservoir." And therewe
ian read all that areservoir implies—some-
Thing made by man, like a "specia use
permit”...until revoked!

Respectfully yours,

Katie Lee

Author of "All My Rivers Are Gone"

Not Justa Matter of
Semantics

An Open Letter to the Executive Secre-
lary, U.S. Board on Geographic Names
Dear Mr. Payne:
Wedon't call theErieCanal a"river." We
Jdon't call irrigation ditches seen by satellites
rivers."Why are we calling reservoirs™lakes?"
The standards by which the U.S. Board on
ieographic Names operatesincludesthefol-
»wing: " Standardization of thewrittenform
of a name and its application has become
increasingly important during the last 100
years because of reference needs associated
with thedevelopment of the natural sciences

and highly accurate large-scale maps and
charts." Calling "reservoir” by the name o
"lake," even by acts of Congress, is neither
scientifically nor technically accurate. Nam-
ing a dammed river or stream a "lake" does
not change the facts and isincongruent to
the standards by which all place and feature
names are established by thelawsgiving the
Board their authority.

It is therefore my request that the US
Board on Geographic Namesand the Domes-
tic Names Commiittee, having the authority
to nameabody of water behind adam but not
the dam, review all names of artificial limno-
logical bodies of water within theboundaries
of the United Statesand change namesrefer-
ring to dammed-up rivers and streams as
"lakes" to reflect accurately that they are
"reservoirs."

Accordingtothefactorsused by theBoard
inassessing requestsfor review o names, the
history, folklore, and local verbal usage are
values used in making namedecisions. Since
adam impounds riversor streams, there can
be nofolklore, history, or local verba usage
associated with acreated body of water. Con-
temporary language that includes "lake" in
lieu o "reservoir" should not be taken into
account because such usageisnot the result
o tradition but of imposition! For example,
there can bethe"Colorado River" and "Glen
Canyon" as proper names substantiated by
documents and history where "Reservoir
Powell" now exists, but there was, and is, no
"lake." Glen Canyon was dammed, which as
specified by your categories, is a so-caled
"cultural place" and is then, by definition, a
"reservoir." Congress, or the Bureau of Rec-
lamation, has jurisdiction to name dams,
including "Glen Canyon Dam," but the
Bureau's naming o "Reservoir Powell" asa
"lake" was intended to satisfy commercial
and political purposes. Such intentions
should not override the technical and scien-
tific standards by which you operate. It com-
promisestheintegrity o yourwholesystem.

It is my understanding that reviewing
and changing the names o places estab-
lished by aFederal Agencyisa"gray" areafor
theBoard, but you ultimately havethe power
to do so under severa different categories
and standards. You can review and make a
statement regarding the appropriate use of
namesd " cultural places" behind dams, even
fanamewasestablished by a Federal agency.
'he review of namesdf reservoirsbuilt by the
Jureau of Reclamation will reveal that this
;gency is not consistent in naming the bod-
es of water created by damming rivers. For
txample, theSan Juan and PiedraRiversflow
into Navgo Reservoir. The Dolores River
flows into McPhee Reservoir, which means
that the Bureau itself recognizesthat bodies
f water created by damsarenot lakes. There-
fare, | am petitioning that names created by
the Bureau of Reclamation, the Army Corps

f Engineers, or any other Federal Agency,
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reflect the accuracy of what is created, past,
present, and in the future.

| know that the Domestic Names Com-
mittee meets monthly. | would appreciate
their consideration of this issue. My inten-
tionisnotthat all USGSmapsbechanged but
that your database be changed to reflect the
accuratename/description ofall artificial [im-
nological bodies of water. When the National
Park Service, the Forest Service, and state
andcommercia mapentitiesandenterprises
update their publicationsfrom timeto time,
they refer to you as the authority. At that
time, the necessary changes can be made.
New publications will reflect accurate de-
scriptions, and professionals and the public
alike will be better able to realize the land-
scapeswith which they interact.

Nancy Jacques

Tearing Down Dams
Not Enough

Dear Editor,

Y our recent articles on dam removal are
excellent andinformative. | noteparticularly
yourwarningsthat after removal of adamwe
cannot sit back and say the job is done and
that naturewill in time by itself restore the
trees, shrubs, and grasses of the original
riparian areas. Instead, tamarisk, in some
areas, loose strife and other weeds will note
the vacant niche and move quickly to fill it.

Thereisasolution and it seems obvious.
Thejob o dam removal isnot complete until
we give naturea hand in replanting the new
shores. Firstoff, entireareasshoul d beseeded
withamixturedf perennial prairiegrasses, as
currently developed by the Land Institute,
followed by young trees, not seedlings, spaced
appropriately, of cottonwoods, in some ar-
eas, evergreensand hardwoods, in other ar-
eas.

| hope you will publish this letter start-
ingan educational movement that appearsto
be sadly overdue.

Sincerely,
John W. Peirce
jackpeirce@aol.com

NPFF Roadshow Hits
Europe

Dear Editor,

| am writing to tell everyone about the
first Paddling Film Festival (NPFF)Roadshow
outsidethe United States. On December 11,
1999, wehad aRoadshow Film Festival atthe
Neil Kayak Club in Antwerp, Belgium.

We came up with the ideawhen we saw
the Roadshow program advertised in AWA.
The evening was a resounding success with
over 80 people attending from several coun-

tries. The money raised will be used for ac-
cess issues in Europe.

We watched over 7 hours o videos. We
especidly enjoyed the humorous videoslike
TheLegendof Team C. My European friends
told me, "Boy, Bryan, if all Americans paddle
like these guys, you must be one o the best
in your country." The other videos con-
vinced themthat thisisnotso. Several people
said they want to shoot video in Europe to
enter into next year's NPFF.

Much appreciation is due to the NPFF
Roadshow coordinator, Zog Aitken, and the
NPFF staff for making this happen. They
were extremely helpful in making thisasuc-
cessful event.

Bryan Stewart

Belgium

Boate Input Needed
to Change

Idaho Permit System

Dear Editor:

Aswhitewater raftingand kayaking grows
in popularity, noncommercial boatersfind it
more and more difficult to get onto Idaho's
limited-access rivers. The current odds of
obtaining a permit in the Forest Service
lottery system to run the Middle Fork of the
Salmon, for example, areonly 1in 23.

Meanwhile, the customers of commer-
cid outfitterscan simply make a phone call
and reservespacefor theupcoming summer.

That isn't fair.

Though outfitters perform a valuable
servicetothepublic, onethingthey shouldn't
beallowed to sell is privileged access. Access
to a publicly-owned resource should be
equally available to all.

The Forest Service now has an opportu-
nity to correct that imbalance through its
new management planfor the Frank Church
River of No Return Wilderness. One of the
proposed alternatives for management of
the Middle Fork and Main Salmon riversisa
"freedom-of-choice" system, which would
eliminate the current system of split alloca-
tionsbetween commercial and noncommer-
cial launches. Instead, everyonewould com-
peteinthesame permit pool, and successful
applicantswould then decide whether to go
with an outfitter or not.

The National Organization for Rivers, a
boaters' group that for years has been advo-
cating asystem that provides fair access, has
suggested that the Forest Service take the
freedom-of-choice alternative one step fur-
ther —by eliminating thelottery and putting
everythingonareservationbasis. By requir-
ing participants to provide a list of actual
people on thetrip, such asystem would cut
out the deadwood — peopleentering the lot-
tery with no concrete trip plans. Further-
more, it would be more palatable to outfit-
ters by alowing their clients to book their

tripswith the outfittersjust as they do now.
Theonly differencewould bethat the clients'
waiting time would be the same as that of
noncommercial boaters.

Outfitters claim the current system is
more than fair to noncommercial applicants
since they are allocated 60 percent o total
launches. What they fail to point outisthat a
60-40 splitin supply isfair only if demand is
also split 60-40. In this case, it's not. Non-
commercia demand makes upfar morethan
60 percent o the total. Private boaters are
entitled to whatever share o allocated space
would bring those ratios into balance. The
beauty o the "freedom-of-choice” system is
that it does not require constant adjustment
of the numbers to keep thingsfair.

The Forest Service points out that adop-
tion of a freedom-of-choice system would
resultina7l-percent lossof businessto ldaho
river outfittersif al their prospective clients
competed in the permit pool (and more if
they didn't). If that's true, then it's just an-
other way o saying that under the current
system, 71 percent of outfitters' clients are
being alowed to butt in line ahead o non-
commercia boaters.

River outfitting provides an infusion of
cash intotheeconomiesdf Idaho's mountain
towns, and a good source o local employ-
ment. It's a great summer job; | know be-
cause | used todoit. However, management
policy toward outfitting should be based on
public need, not outfitters' incomes.

Comments on the proposed wilderness
management plan can be sent to: Salmon-
Challis National Forest, Box 600, Salmon, ID
83467, Att. FCRONRW SEIS. Theofficial dead-
lineisFeb. 1, whichwill probably have passed
by the time you read this. However, the For-
est Servicewill generally consider comments
it receives past the deadline.

Greg Moore

Ketchum, Idaho

Irregpongble
Articles!

Dear Editor:
| recently struggled with whether or not
to renew my membershipand subscription to
your publication. It is, after al, amarginally
aseful magazine for rafters. | decided to stay
with you, mostly due to my position as the
safety officer of anall-volunteer rafting orga-
nization, for your accident reviewsand safety
articles. | ook to you as a resource for the
latest thinkingonthesubject of boatingsafety.
[ figured that the publishers o the Safety
Code would promote safety.
| therefore wasdisappointed intwoitems
ntheSeptember/Octoberissue. Thefirstwas
Teresa Gryder'saccount of paddlingi nathun-
Jerstorm at night. Thisis the kind dof poor
iudgement that gets peoplelisted inan acci-

dent report. Yet you ran the piecewith noth-
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ingmorethan aweak admonitionat theend that" boatingat night
or during thunderstorms can be dangerous." Dangerous, hell; it
could get you killed six waysfrom Sunday! | can't think of another
situation on the river that could be more dangerous. Yet you
honored that piece by publishingitinall itsstupidity. You tacitly
endorsed the activity. By printing the article, you may well have
inspired others to follow Teresa's example.

The second item was in the 'Kid's Korner' article about the
nineyear old kayaker. The picture on page 118 apparently shows
him launching off alow-head dam. Now I've been paddling for 18
years, taking and teaching rescue courses, and I've always heard
low-head dams described as drowning machines. I've been in-
structed, and instructed others, to avoid dams- and ledges - if at
al possible. | don't claim to know everything and I'm aways
willing to learn. So tell me: how isthis picture demonstratinga
safe move for a paddier, especially one so young?

I insist, with both our guidesand participants, that safety be

Whitewater,
Touring and
Outdoor Gear

Catalog

our number one priority. | don't see how you could makesuch a
claim. By publishing examples of unsafe behavior, you condone
and implicitly endorse them. You then becomeaforcefor further
injuries and deaths, rather than a voice for safe boating. | hope
that future editorial decisions will make boating safety a preemi-
nent consideration and that you'll edit pieces so that they reflect
that commitment.

Sincerely,

Bill Weinberg

San Rafad, California
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Guidelines for Gontributors

BlEase BEEE this cavefully HEEGEE sending us
your articles and photos! This isavolunteer pub-
lication, please cooperateand help usout. Do not
send usyour material without a release - signed
by all authors and photographers (gttached)'!!

The editorial staff o American Whitewater
carefully reviewsall material submitted for publi-
cation. Weare particularly interested in receiving
full-length feature articles, conservation and club
news, special event announcements, articles per-
taining to whitewater safety and short, humorous
pieces.

Articlesshould fit our established format; that
is, they should be stylistically pattered to fit into
our Features, AW Briefs, River Voices, Conserva-
tion Currents, Safety Lines, Humor or End Notes
sections. Exceptional photographs and whitewater
cartoons are also welcomed.

If possible, articles should be submitted on a
3-inch computer cassette. (Word Perfect preferred
- othersaccepted.) Please do not alter the margins
or spacing parameters, use the standard default
settings. Send a printed copy of thearticle aswell.

Thosewithout accesstoaword processor may
submit their articles typed. Please double space.

Photos may be submitted as slides, black or
white prints, or color prints. Keep your originals

Release For Publication

| hereby release my work (literary, graphic or photographic) for publica-

tion in American Whitewafer magazine.

| understand that my work may be edited or cropped at the editors

discretion.

agency in thiswork.

M | understand that all or someof my work may be reprinted at somefuture

date in an American Whitewater publication.

| promise that this material has not been and will not soon be published
another magazine or publication and the rights to this material are

clear and unrestricted.

| understand that | will not be paid for my work.

| accept responsibility for theaccuracy of theinformation included in my
submission. | have not libeled or slandered any individual, corporation or

[ S s S e

antec the safe return of pour pictures. I|you want
ustoreturnyour pictures, includeasel f-addressed
stamped envelope with your submission. Because
we publish in black and white, photoswith alot of
contrast work best.

American Whitewater feature articles should
relatetosomeaspect of whitewater boating. Please
do not submit articles pertaining to sea kayaking
or flat water. The best features have a definite
slant...or theme. They are not merely chronol ogi-
cal recountings o river trips.

Open thestory with an eye-catching lead, per-
haps by telling an interesting anecdote. Dialogue
should be used to heighten the reader's interest.
Don't just tell usabout theriver... tell usabout the
people on the river... develop them as characters.
Feature articles should not bewritten in thestyle
of aloca club newsletter.

If you are writing about a commonly paddled
river, your story should be told from a unique
perspective. Articles about difficult, infrequently
paddled, or exotic riversare given special consid-
eration. Butwearealso interested inwell written.
unusual articles pertaining to Class III and IV
rivers as well. Feature stories do not have to be
aboutaspecific river. Articlesaboutpaddling tech-
niques, theriver environmentand river personali-

Signed

-
mE Cannot guar-

1

ties are also accepted. Pieces that incorporate
humor are especially welcome. Open boating and
rafting stories are welcome.

Don't be afraid to let your personality shine
through and don't be afraid to poke a little fun at
yourself ... and your paddling partners.

Profanity should be used only when it isabso-
|utely necessary to effectively tell astory; itisnot
our intent to intentionally offend our moresensi-
tive members and readers.

Please check al facts carefully, particularly
those regarding individuals, government agen-
cies, and corporationsinvolved in river accessand
environmental matters. You are legally respon-
sible for theaccuracy of such material. Makesure
names are spelled correctly and river gradients
and distances are correctly calculated.

Articleswill be edited at the discretion o the
editorstofit our format, length, and stvle. Exvect
toseechangesinyour article. 1fyou don t wamt us
toedit your article, don’t send it |0 \1d Because of
our deadlines you will not be able to review the
editorial changes we make prior to publication.

American Whitewater is nonprofit; theeditors
and contributorsto American Whitewater are not
reimbursed. On rare occasions. by prearrange-
ment, professional writers receive a small hono-
rarium when they submit stories at our request.
Generally, our contributors do not expect pay-
ment, since most are members of AW, whichisa
volunteer conservation and safety organization.

Thisrelease must be signed by all thecontributing author(s), photographer(s)

and graphic artist(s).

| |
I may ge repri nted orr eproducga hothdr

| notify them that it has already appear

d LB
Jlicationsif | v&’l?sh providing
|nAmer|can Whitewater.

Send your material fo Bob Gedekoh, R.D.#7, Box 228, Elizabeth, PA. 15037.
Please use regular first class postage...

. Not certified mail.

Your gift can:

Promote whitewater safety

Will
bequests
stocks

Support theworld's leading whitewater organization

real estate
insurance

You can savea river forever...
.. 0y planning a gift for

W Secure permanent access to riversfor generations to come
Protect and/or restore an endangered whitewater river

trusts

Please direct inquiries to Ken Ransford, attorney and CPA, 970-963-6800, or by e-mail at ransford@csn.net.
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" American Whitewlater

Our mission is to conserve and restore
America's whitewater resources and to enhance
opportunities to enjoy them safely.

The American Whitewater (AW is a national
organization with a membership consisting of
thousands of individual whitewater boating
enthusiasts, and more than 100 lecal paddling
club affiliates.

CONSERVATION: AW maintains a complete
national inventory of whitewater rivers, monitors
threats to those rivers, publishesinformation on
river conservation, provides technical advice to
local groups, works with government agencies
and other river users, and-- when necessarv--
takes legal action to prevent river abuse.

Chuck Estes
114 Bay Path Drive
Oak Ridge, TN 37830

Ric Aleseh, President
14262 W. Warren Place
Lakewood, Q0 80228

ralesch@worldnet.att net estesoakOworldnet att.net
Landis Arnold Sue Langfitt Fuller

3170 Eastwood Court 5 Martin Road

Boulder, Q0 80304 Rye, NY 10580
Landisa@ibm.net Slangfitt@gwrr.com

Lee Belknap Bob Gedekoh

1308 Maryland Ave Box 228, RD 4 Mentor Rd

Glen Allen. VA 23060
rivergypsy@sprintmail.com

Elizabeth, PA 15037
bobgedek@icubed.com

Bob Glanvifte
9385 South Hill Road
_Boston. NY 14025

Risa Shimoda Callaway
216 Inverness Way
Easley, SC 20642
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Tom Christopher Joe Greiner

931 Union Street, Rear 7316 Chicora Court
Leominster, MA 01453 Raleigh, NC 27615
tchris@tiac.net joekayak@worldnet.att.net
Brooke Drury Barry Grimes

8224 - 14th Avenue NE 124 Hilltop Drive

Seattle. WA 98115 Richmond, KY 40475
Imdrivers@aol.com bagrtml@pop.uky.edu

T

Editor: Bob Gedekoh, Box 228, R.D.#4, Elizabeth, PA. 15037
Chairman of the Publications Committee: Chris Kall

Associate Editor: Ambrose Tuscano
Contributing Editors: John Weld, Bill Sedivy

Art direction/Graphic design/Production: John K. Victor, Ed Maceyko,

David Scardena

RIVER ACCESS: To assure public access to
whitewater rivers pursuant tothe guidelinespub-
lished initsofficial AccessPolicv, AW arranges for
river access through private lands by negotiation
or purchase, seeks to protect the right of public
passage on al rivers and streams navigable by
kayak or canoe, resists unjustified restrictionson
government managedwhitewater riversandworks
with governmentagenciesand other river usersto
achieve these goals.

EDUCATION: Through publication of thebi-
monthly magazine, and by other means, Ameri-
can Whitewater, ( AW) provides information and
education aboutwhitewater rivers, boatingsaf ety,
technique and equipment.

SAFETY: AW promotes paddling safely, pub-
lishes reports on whitewater accidents, maintains
auniform national ranking systemforwhitewater

Chris Kelly Bill Sedivy
3201 Rodeo Drive Idaho Rivers United
Columbia, MO 65203 PO Box 633

ckelly1022@aol.com Boise, ID 83701
work: 208-343-7481
email. bsedivy 208-343-7481

fax: 208-343-9376
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EVENTS: AW organizessporting events, con-
testsand festivalsto raisefundsfor river conserva-
tion, including the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeo in
Tennessee, the Gauley River Festival in West Vir-
ginia (thelargest gathering of whitewater boaters
in the nation), the Arkansas River Festival in
Colorado, the Kennebec Festival in Maineand the
Deerfield Festival in Massachusetts.

AWwas incorporated under Missouri nonprofit
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pal mailing address at 1430 Fenwick Lane, Silver
Spring, MD 20910 (301) 589-9453. AW is tax ex-
empt under Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal
Revenue Code.
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EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed in the features and editorials of American
Whitewater are those of the individual authors. They do not necessarily
represent those of the Directors of American Whitewater or the editors

i FFis publicabiom:

On occasion American Whitewater publishes officia organizational
policy statements drafted and approved by the Board of Directors. These

policy statements will be clearly identified.
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Director's Cut

v
by Rich Bowers

A Changngd the Guard

(New Facesand New Views)

very December, American

Whitewater goesthougharather

painful experience as we sched

ule a year-end conference call

for our entire board of directors.
Whilemse try to limit thisseveral-hour call to
afew kev issues, they still are not considered
funby anyone involved. If you're aveteran of
such calls, you know how onerous they can
be—now add in 28 cantankerous boaters, all
indifferent timezonesandwithvaryingagen-
das—and you seetheproblem. Theonly bright
sideisthat evening callsinthe dead of winter
offer less chance that our board will bail on
the meeting to go boating!

But themeetingsdo produce results. This
year's meeting approved five new directors
for American Whitewater and elected officers
for the coming three-year term. The officers
play a big role in keeping American
Whitewater true to its mission and effective
in getting the work done for rivers and pad-
dlers. Sincetheofficersplay suchakey rolein
yourorganization, | thought I'd takeaminute
to introduce each of them to you.

ReturningasTreasurer isJeff Leighton, a
resident of Californias riversand with great
experience in nonprofit management and
fund-raising. One o Jeff s jobsis keeping us
solvent and making sure we get the biggest
bang for the buck from our various support-
ers.

Alsoreturning for asecond term is Barry
Tuscano as Secretary. Barry it seems has
locked in the role of "conscience" for our
organization. Aswegrow, and as river issues
continue to escalate, Barry is the voice of
reason making surethat we always represent
our members and don't forget our roots.
Barry hasal soserved on our Nominating and
EventsCommittees. Both Jeff and Barry have
played an important role over the past few
years, and | know | couldn't do my job with-
out the two of them.

For the year 2000, Richard Penny takes
over therole o Vice President. If you paddle
anywherein Cdlifornia, I'm sure you've run
into Richard on one river or another! In
addition to being an avid boater, Richard is
the Development Director for Friends of the
River and author of the Whitewater
Sourcebook. Over the years, Richard has se-

riously helped American Whitewater in our
conservation, membership, and fund-rais-
ing efforts.

After many years as President of Ameri-
canWhitewater, Ric Alesch hassteppeddown
and turned over the reignsto another Colo-
rado boater, Jay Kenney. Over the years, Jay

A Lete from the Presdent

| am delighted and more than a littlein awe that I've been elected to be the new
president of American Whitewater. Delighted, because it gives me achance to commit
to river conservation, access, and safety with more enthusiasm and energy than ever
before. Awe, because my fellow and sister board membersare, without exception, more
dedicated, morecommitted,and more passionateabout riversand river protection than
any groupwithwhich I've ever been associated. | amalsoamazed at theincredible talent
American Whitewater has in its staff and cadre of dedicated volunteers. Across the
board — access, conservation, safety, events, and administration — American Whitewa-
ter has been blessed to find river enthusiasts willing to work long, frequently lonely
hours and usually on salarieswell below what they could find in the private market.
As| scan theyear ahead, | am excited at the changesin storefor us. RicAlesch, our
immediate past-president, did amarvelous job guiding usthrough the past eight years.
American Whitewater isgrowing. Both our revenues (and our expenses!) increased last
year by more than 20%. Our membership will and must continue to grow if weareto
bean effectiveand persuasivevoicefor riversacrossthe country. Indeed, as| look back
on thelast four years o board service, | am amazed at the growth we've experienced as
anorganization andin our ahility to protect riversand help membersand nonmembers

alike get to and down the rivers safely.

The comingyear holds much in storefor us. American Whitewater will be meeting
in Boise, Idahofor itsspring meeting. Weintend to completeacomprehensivestrategic
plan that we began at the Gauley in 1999. We have recently hired a new devel opment
director to guide usin fund-raising, grant seeking, and donor appeals. We are revamp-
ing our membership servicesto increase our total members— not so much growth for
growth's sake, but because the size of our membership directly affects our ability to
protect rivers across the country. We want to become stronger, more persuasive and
moreinfluential inthedaily disputesand discussionsthat swirl around every watershed
in the country. We can only do that by growing the size of American Whitewater.

| ask thisdf our membership. First, and foremost, don't stopworking for your local
groups and organizations just because you think American Whitewater can do it. The
truth isthere areso many challenges and threatsto rivers that without your work and
your efforts, American Whitewater's would count for naught. Boating volunteers and
river activists arethe backbone and soul o American Whitewater and we never want to
losetouchwiththoserootsor thosepeople. Second, help us grow stronger. Sign up local
paddlers who belong to your local club but not American Whitewater. Volunteer at an
American Whitewater event, river festival, or to work with our talented staff on
important conservation and accessissuesinyour neighborhood. Finally, whenwesend
out our fund raising appeals, give generously to the only national organization o
boaters that protects your rivers and your right to run them. And let us know how we
aredoing. Sound off inthe Journal. E-mail uswith your thoughts. Let usknow what we
are doing right aswell as what we did wrong. Together, we can make a difference.

Jay Kenney, President
American Whitewater

has been hard at work collecting camping
feesat the Gauley, volunteering at the Ocoee,
and defending boaters from trespass on his
home rivers. Since Jay will set the tone for
American Whitewater's actions in the com-
ingyears, | asked Jay toaddressour members
directly.
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Implications of SCE and PG&E’S
Divestiture Proposals for Califomia Rivers

SCE (Southern California Edison) and PG&E (Pacific Gas &
Electric) have chosen contrasting approaches in the future restruc-
tured electric utility market in California. SCE has elected to retain
its hydropower generation assetsin the restructured market. PG&E,
on the other hand, plans to sell off its hydro generation facilities.
These divergent paths have direct repercussions on opportunities to
restore instream flowsto California rivers dewatered by hydropower
operations.

In1992, Congress passed | egislationgrantingindividual statesthe
authority to restructure the power industry into what many term a
deregulated market. Each state isfree to draft its own restructuring
plan within certain side boards outlined in the federal legislation.
Californiawasone d thefirst statesto pass restructuring legislation
permitting utilitiestosell power inacompetitive marketplace. Under
the California plan, Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) and Southern
California Edison (SCE) are required to develop a plan to "market
value" their generation assets through sale or appraisal. Because of
the public resources at stake, their divestiture proposals must be
approved by the state legislature and state Public Utilities Commis-
sion (PUC). In order to get their appraisal plans approved by the
legislatureand the PUC, both o the utility giantsrecognizethe need
for endorsementsfrom conservation and recreation groups early in
the process.

American Whitewater and member groups o the California Hy-
dropower Reform Coalition sighed an agreement in September, 1999
with PG&E requiring significant restoration of instream flows and
land protection in exchangefor support of PG&E’s proposal tosell its
hydro generation facilities. The California state legislature failed to
approve PG&E’s divestiture proposal prior to close of the 1999
legidlative session thereby nullifying the agreement with the conser-
vation groups (seepage 28in theNov/Dec 1999 issuedf the American
Whitewater journal). PG&E submitted a new divestiture proposal to
the PUC that entails auctioning off its hydro generation facilities.
Thisproposal does not containan environmental agreement with the
conservation community. The PUC has determined that PG&E'’s
auction proposal must go through astate equivalent NEPA process.

In contrast, SCE plansto retain its hydro generation facilitiesin
therestructured utility market. In December, 1999, American White-
water again with member groups of the California Hydropower

current system

Management and Budget

U.S. Geological Survey Stream Gaging
Network Facing Budget Shortfalls

The U.S Geological Survey (USGS) monitors stream flow data at approximately 7,000 gages
across the country. That system of gages may be drastically reduced due to budget reductions. The
ur " gages provides invaluable information for paddiers monitoring boating opportu-
nities locally, regionally, and nationally. A reduction in the _ 1terrible
to river users. American Whitewater, Trout Unlimited, and the American Canoe Association joined
forcesto help keep these (};ageﬁ on-line. The groups submitted awritten request to the Office of

_ i or a$26 million spending increase for the USGS stream gaging network.
This budget increase would keep the existing 7,000 gages operative.

Reform Coalition signed an agreement to support SCE’s proposal to
retain hydro generationfacilities. In exchangefor these signatures d
support, SCE will provide an extensive river monitoringsystem of the
utility's hydropower network. In addition to the monitoring pro-
gram, the agreement includes a $50 million environmental trust
fund, administered by aforumof diversestakeholderson behalf of the
river resources. This trust fund can be used to purchase additional
instream flowsfor environmental and recreational improvement.

Thesecontrasting proposalsequatetovery different consequences
for Cdlifornia rivers dewatered by hydropower projects. SCE owns
several dozen hydropower facilities on riversand streamsin Califor-
nia. Many of these facilities are located in the same watershed.
Retaining ownership of thefacilitieswithin SCE alows coordination
of watershed-based restoration in upcoming relicensing proceed-
ings. The $50 million trust fund provides a mechanism to increase
instream flows below SCE hydropower projects a number of which
impact whitewater opportunities on rivers such as the San Joaquin
and Kern.

Under PG&E’s auction proposal, future project ownership and
operation isuncertain. PG&E owns68 power projects including over
170 dams on 16 rivers. Many of these hydropower projects are stair-
stepped facilitieson river systemswith substantial whitewater poten-
tial such asthe North Fork Feather and Pit rivers. Auctioning these
facilities may result in multiple ownerships o hydropower facilities
within asingle river system. Competition in the restructured energy
market will impede communication and coordination between the
independent project owners. River restoration opportunitieswill in
turn belimited to theavailablewater resourcesand economics o the
specific facility. Access to flow information will be more difficult.
Furthermore, multiple hydro operators in the same watershed in-
creases the relicensing workload for American Whitewater since it
will be necessary to negotiate with each entity individualy in
relicensing proceedings. In other words, this scenario equates to
more work for less river restoration and fewer whitewater days
mitigated with less volume.

American Whitewater, afounding member o the CHRC, will file
joint commentswith the CHRC in the PUC proceeding reviewing the
PG&E auctionorooosal. For moreinformation contactJohn Gangemi
106-H37-3155, email el s

< [ D CE e e

stem o gageswould be aterrible loss
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Animas-La Plata Project Threatens
Wildfire, Recreation, and Environment

The Bureau of Reclamationrecently released a Draft Supplemen-
tal Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) for the Animas La
Plata project onthe Animas River in Durango, Colorado. The DSEIS
evaluated ten alternatives. The Bureau's Preferred Alternative will
divert water from the Animas River and build a 120,000 acre foot
holding reservoir in Ridges Basin above Durango. Under this plan,
water will be diverted from the Animas and pumped uphill 400 feet
into the holding reservoir storing the water until it can be used. An
alternate citizens proposal meeting the Indian Tribes Settlement
Agreement was rejected because it does not provide water for re-
gional municipal use. The Bureau expanded the scope o the project
beyond settling Indian water claims as originally authorized. Legis-
lationwill probably beintroducedthisyear toimplement theBureau's
recommendation.

The project will result in numerous undesirable impacts. A
biological assessment prepared for the Bureau found that thewater
depletions are likely to threaten the Colorado pikeminnow and
razorback sucker and adversely modify critical habitat in the San
Juan River. Ridges Basin, proposed site for the storage reservoir, is
currently a State Wildlife Area used by up to 2,000 elk as a prime
migration corridor and frequented by 1,500 resident and migrating
mule deer. The project will block their migration corridor and
prevent the deer and elk from moving between summer and winter
ranges. Lower river flows will eliminate over 4,000 kayaking and
rafting user days. The pumping station will consume approximately
as much power as the downtown districts of the City of Durango
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currently use. Perhaps worst of al, there isno current need for the
water; the projected future uses include the construction o two
power plants, two or three golf courses, a casino-resort, and a dude
ranch.

All o thisisgoingto cost the U.S and Colorado taxpayers nearly
$330MILLION, plusannual operating costsdf several milliondollars.
Although the ALP project will settle Ute Indian water rights claims,
there are better ways to achieve a settlement with the Utetribes. A
local citizens group has shown that existing water rights can be
purchased and transferred to the tribes with a lower cost to the
government and without a dam!

The Bureau is taking scoping comments on the proposal until
March 17,2000. You should send comments to: Pat Schumacher,
Bureau of Reclamation, 835 E. 2nd Ave Durango, CO 81301.
Comments are also accepted by e-mail at:
ALPDSEISComments@uc.usbr.gov

PLEASE WRITE AND TELL THE BUREAU TO CON-
SIDERALTERNATIVESTO THE STRUCTURAL RESER-
VOIR AT RIDGES BASIN. THEY SHOULD FURTHER
STUDY AND RECOMMEND ALTERNATIVE #6, THE
ANIMAS RIVER CITIZEN'S CONCEPTUAL ALTERNA-
TIVE.

Key pointsto indudein your
comments

The DSEISclearly documentsthat there isnolegitimate use
for the excess water beyond the Indian water rights settle-
ment. None of the suggested future uses justifies the enor-
mous cost and environmental damage imposed by ALP.
The Bureau has mischaracterized the nonstructural alterna-
tivescomparing them against larger alternativesasameans
of negating their merit. Inreality, nonstructural alternatives
aremore practical, cheaper, and would belessharmful tothe
environment.

Thegreat majority (70%) of the ALPwater will supply power
plants and coal mines. Almost all the remaining water will
supply golf courses and resorts (16%) with federally subsi-
dized water. Only 2% satisfies Ute Indian housing needs.
The Kidges Basin Reservoir will displace elk and deer.
Project construction will impact native bald eagles.

Project construction and operation will impact water quality
and quantity in the San Juan River threatening endangered

fish species.

Projectoperationwill reducewhitewater flowsonthe Animas
River.

The new ALP will cost U.S. and Colorado taxpayers $330
million.

For more information contact Dylan Norton Taxpayers for the
Animas River, at 970-259-8156, email: <dylan@frontier.net> or visit
the information web-site at www.angelfire.com/al/alpcentral. You
can also contact Kent Ford at 970-259-1361, e-mail:
<kentford@frontier.net>.
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Your Comments Needed On The Final Plan For The
Deepest Canyon In North America

In 1975, the U.S. Congress passed aspecial law to protect aspecial
place. The deepest canyon in North America and adjacent wildlands
were designated as the 652,000 acre Hells Canyon National Recre-
ation Area (HCNRA).The Snake River runsthrough the heart of the
HCNRA. Thisis afantastic multi-day whitewater trip.

In addition to whitewater opportunities, the HCNRA harbors
amazingly diverse wildlife habitats at the heart of the Columbia
Basin. Itisacritical biodiversity corridor connectingall ecosystems
of the Pacific Northwest. It contains over 300,000 acres of roadless
back country; endangered spring Chinook salmon; healthy predator
populations; the largest free-roaming elk herd in the United States;
rare plants like MacFarlane’s Four O'clock and some of the most
extensive, intact native grasslands remaining in the region; old
growth boreal forestsof ponderosapine, Englemannspruce, western
larch, and Douglasfir; abundant recreation from whitewater rafting
to mountain biking, back country skiing, and hiking on primitiveor
maintained trails.

The Wallowa-Whitman National Forest, manager of the HCNRA,
isabout toreleaseits Draft Environmental I mpact Statement (DEIS)
for the new HCNRA Comprehensive Management Plan. The DEIS
will includethe Native Ecosystem Alternative, an independent man-
agement plan developed by a coalition of 15 people representing
local, regional, and national conservation advocacy groups; local
native American tribes; and other professionals. You can help shape
future management policy for the Hells Canyon Ecosystem!

Public commentsfrom individualswill have atremendous influ-
ence because the Forest Service needs to be reminded that Hells

Canyon isa NATIONAL treasure. Pleasewrite a letter to the address
listed below. Key issues you should raise are:

Adopt the Native Ecosystem Alternative as the new manage-
ment plan.

Dedicate the 31-mile ‘wild' section of the Snake Wild and
Scenic River as non-motorized.

Close Lord Flat, Kirkwood, and upper Pittsburg Landing
Roads.

Vacant livestock allotments should be closed to commercial
grazing.

Prioritize programs o holistic ecosystem restoration, not
commodity extraction.

Require monitoring as a compulsory condition for continu-
ation of any human activities.

Pleasewrite to the Forest Service today! THE COMMENT DEAD-
LINE IS JUNE 20th, 2000! WRITE TO:

Karyn Wood, Supervisor
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest
P.O. Box 907

Baker City, OR 97814

For more information contact the Hell's Canyon Preservation
Council (541)963-3950; <www.hellscanyon.org>.

Is Thar’ Gradient in Them Thar’ Hills: Are it Runnable?

Thelicenses for seven hydroelectric projects in the hills of West-
ern North Carolina expire soon. The hydro operator, Nantahala
Power and Light (NP&L) intends to renew the licenses for each
project.

Ateam o loca paddlers has been exploring the river channels
below the NP&L projects to determine the presence/absence of
whitewater resources. Whitewater opportunities have aready been
identified at three o the projects through field reconnaissance
efforts. Theriversarewithin easy driving distancefor theburgeoning
population dof paddlers living in the Knoxville - Asheville- Greenville
- Atlanta areas.

Below isalist of the NP&L hydropower projects, river name, and
a brief description of the river dryways. Dryway descriptions are
known for only three of the hydropower projects. We are looking for
additional information on theother hydropower projects. Thisinfor-
mation is critical for the American Whitewater Conservation Pro-
gramtoprioritizeworkloads. Theabsenceofwhitewater (gradient)at
hydropower projectsisequally important sinceit enablesusto delete
the project permanently from our list.

Keep in mind when reporting, that hydropower project opera-
tions can alter instream flows by holding and releasing water for
power generation or projects can be designed in such amanner that
all water isdiverted out o theriver channel. Inaddition, hydropower
dams obstruct downstream navigation making it necessary to access
theriver channel below the damfor whitewater recreation or portage
around the dam. Some hydropower projects unfairly hinder public
access to the river. Through the relicensing process American
Whitewater's Conservation Programworksto restore instream flows
for aquatic organisms and flow dependent recreation as well as
ensure public access.

The seven NP&L hydropower projects are a subset of over 30
hydropower projects due for relicensing in the southeastern U.S.
alone. Hydropower projects are granted a license for 30 to 50 year
terms at which point the operator must apply to renew the license.
Relicensing isa 5-1/2 year process requiring identification of issues,
conducting studies, and devel oping the terms and conditions d the
new license. This5-1/2 year time period isthewhitewater communi-
ties only window to restore access and instream flows favorablefor
whitewater recreation. American Whitewater isextremely successful
atsecuringanannual schedule ofwhitewater releasesin hydropower
relicense proceedings but these wins require a significant time
commitment. The Conservation Program needs boaters nationwide
to assist with our efforts to identify those hydropower projects
impacting whitewater resources. Y our familiarity with riversinyour
region providesuswith critical information. If you haveinformation
on these projects or would like to volunteer to recon these or other
hydropower projects duefor relicensing please contact John Gangemi
406-837-3155; email: <jgangemi@digisys.net>.

John hasa master list of hydropower projectsfor all 50 states. He
will gladly share all or part o that list with interested boaters.

Nantahala Power and Light Hydropower Projects:

East Fork Project, FERC No. 2698, East Fork of the Tuckasegee
(Northd Lake Toxaway, NC)
Project facilities: This project includes multiple dams, reservoirs,
and powerhouses each with arespective bypasschannel with consid-
erable gradient but lacking instream flows. The dams include Ten-
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[s Thar' Gradient in Them Thar' Hills...continued

nessee Creek Dam, Wolf Creek Dam, Bear Creek Dam, Cedar Cliff
Dam

Rivers/Creeks Impacted by Project: E. Fk. Tuckasegee and Tennes-
see Ck

River Channd Characterigtics.

East Fork Tuckasegee: River channel characteristics unknown at
thistime. Two dryways below Bear Creek Dam and Cedar Cliff Dam
respectively.

Wolf Cresk: Hike the creek from the Wolf Creek Lake spillway, or,
better yet, down behind theWolf Creek Church that sits along Hwy
281 lessthan ahalf mile downstream of Wolf Creek Lake. Wolf Creek
meandersasquietly ascan be, slowsup, turnsacorner and plummets
well over 100 narrow, pothole-laden, twisting feet into a pool. This
drop can be portaged, with some difficulty, onriver left. From there
it seemslike another 150 ft over amileor so, where Wolf Creek joins
the East Fork.

Tennessee Crek: The spillway below Tennessee Creek features a
spectacular rapid that involves a90 degree turn about halfway down
the 35-40 foot drop. The riverbed drops 400 vertical feet over two
milesonitsway intothe Bonas Defeat Gorge section d the East Fork.

W e st Fork Project, FERC No. 2686, West Fork of the Tuckasegee
{Glenville, NC - north of Cashierson Hwy 107)

Project facilities: Thorpe Dam and Tuckasegee Dam

Rivers/Creeks Impacted by Project: W. Fk. Tuckasegee

River Channd Characteristics:

From Thorpe Reservoir, theWest Fork of the Tuckasegee drops 1,000
feet in anine mile stretch to the powerhouse. The primary features
include Onion Fallsjust below Thorpe Reservoir and High Falls, both
inthefirst mileof therun. Thelower four or fivemileslookslike Class
III and is viewable from the road.

Bl Nantahala, FERC No. 2692, Nantahala River

Project Facilities: Nantahala Dam, White Oak Dam, Dicks Creek
Dam and Diamond Valey Dam.

Rivers/Creeks | mpacted by Project: Dicks Ck, White Oak Ck, Queens
Ck, Nantahala River

River Channd Characteristics.

The seldom-run Nantahala Cascades (ClassIV+), aswell asthe Class
111 section from the Cascades to thestandard put-in to the Nantahala
Gorge.

Dillshoro, FERC No. 2602, Tuckasegee River
Project Facilities: Dillshoro Dam
River Channe Characteristics: Unknown

Bryson, FERC No. 2601, Oconaluftee River
Project Facilities: Ela Dam
River Channd Characteristics: Unknown

Franklin, FERC No. 2603, Little Tennessee River
Project Facilities: Lake Emory Dam
River Channd Characteristics: Unknown

Mission, FERC No. 2619, Hiawassee River
Project Facilities: Mission Dam
River Channd Characteristics: Unknown

One Step Closer to
Unrestricted Kayaking on
South Boulder Creek in
Colorado

In November 1999, Colorado Front Range boaters received good
newswiththerelease of the Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA)
for the licensing of Denver Water Board's (DWB) Gross Reservoir
hydropower project. The new license will grant kayakers access to
South Boulder Creek and permit non-motorized boating on Gross
Reservoir. Gross Reservoir bisects two whitewater runs on South
Boulder Creek; the Class V upper South Boulder Creek, and the Class
IV-V lower South Boulder Creek. Onthe upper run DWB historically
required kayakersto carry their boatstwo milestotheir cars rather
than paddle across Gross Reservoir tothetake-out. Onthelower run
DWB did notallow kayakerstoaccess South Boulder Creek below the
reservoir. Therelicense proceeding offered local boatersan opportu-
nity to lift these unnecessary access restrictions to South Boulder
Creek and Gross Reservoir. A group o local boaters along with
American Whitewater's Conservation Office became actively en-
gaged in the relicense proceeding for Gross Reservoir. Their active
involvement helped achieve this positive outcome. FERC will issue
an FEA (Final Environmental Assessment) in 2000 containing the
operating terms and conditions for the next license thus allowing
boaters unrestricted access to both Gross Reservoir and South
Boulder Creek. This license will likely be issued for a 30 year term.
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Multiple Whitewater
Planned for 2000

In the upcoming year, American Whitewater anticipates being
engaged in numerouswhitewater flow studies on rivers across the
country impacted by hydropower operations. American Whitewater
requests these flow studies on riverswhere hydropower operations
impair whitewater opportunities. Hydropower operations alter the
timing, frequency, and volume o river flowsaswell as impede river
access. Some hydropower operations completely dewater the river-
bed by diverting water around substantial lengths o the river
channel to a powerhouse further downstream or outside the water-
shed. Whitewater flow studiesareacritical part of thedatagathering
phasein ahydropower relicense proceeding. The results o thestudy
are used in part to mitigate lost whitewater opportunities through
implementation o an annual whitewater release schedule. In their
hydropower relicensing work over the years, American Whitewater
has participated in 30 or more whitewater flow studiesand iswidely
recognized asa national expert in thisarea.

Flow studiesare designed to identify arange of boatable flowsfor
avariety o watercraft. The ideal flow study releasesarange of flows
over aperiod of several days. Thisisreferred to asa controlled flow
study since the release of flowsis controlled by the dam operator. A
team of boatersinavariety o watercraft paddle each flow. After each
release, participants complete asingle flow evaluation form rating
the quality of the whitewater resource at that flow volume. At the
conclusion o all the releases, the boaters complete a comparative
evaluation form to identify the optimum flow and the minimum
acceptable flow. The minimum acceptableflow isthe lowest flow in
which at least 50% dof the participants indicate they will return to
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Flow Sudies

paddle. Flowslessthan thisvolumeare considered unacceptable for
whitewater recreation. Participationisgenerally restricted toa small
group o paddlersfor logistical and safety reasons. Accidents during
the study phase dampen the prospects of negotiating a favorable
whitewater release schedule.

Flow studies are a study component of the larger relicense
proceeding. Relicensing isa5-1/2 year process. American Whitewa-
ter isengaged in this processfrom start to finish. The ideal model is
tohavelocal boatersworkinginconcertwith American Whitewater's
Conservation Office. Local boaters provide knowledge of the white-
water resourceand use patterns. AmericanWhitewater brings knowl-
edge o the relicense process. Together this team develops a mitiga-
tion packageto restorewhitewater opportunities impacted by hydro-
power project operations.

Potential flow studies in 2000.

River State | FERC Project | Estimated Length
WW Difficulty | (miles)
Chelan WA | Chelan ClassV 4
Little Sandy OR | Bull Run Class IV 9
Pit CA_ [Pit3 Class 1I-111 6
Pit CA |[Pii4 Class III-IV 7
Pit CA |Piib Class IV 95
North Fork Feather JCA | Poe ClassV 14
Cheoah River NC | Tapoco Class IV 9
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Letters needed on Merced W&SR Plan (Yosemite, CA)

By Steve Evans (sevans@friendsoftheriver.org)

Thirteen years after Congress added the Merced River to the
National Wild & Scenic Rivers System, the National Park Service has
released a draft management plan for the 81 miles of the river
(including the main stem and South Fork) located in Yosemite
Nationa Park.

The primary goa of the plan isto ensure the protection o the
Merced's free-flowing character, outstanding values, and segment
classifications. The Park Service was required by court order to
developand releasethedraft planinresponsetoalawsuit challenging
the agency's widening of Highway 140 east of El Portal. The Sierra
Club and other litigants were concerned about the impacts o the
project on the adjacent river's outstanding scenic, recreation, cul-
tural, biological, geological, and hydrological values. Afederal court
judge agreed that the agency needed to complete the plan to comply
with the Wild & Scenic RiversAct.

Unfortunately, the draft plan isquitevaguein regard to how the
Park Service intends to ensure protection o the river in regard to
future road projects, or other visitor facility developmentsthat may
be proposed adjacent to the river in Y osemite Valey. The huge 450-
page plan and its 860-page draft EIS and appendices are quite
complex. While applying the three classifications (Wild, Scenic, or
Recreational) appropriate to each river segment as required by law,
the draft plan also provides an overlay of 14 different management
zones and prescriptions, al o which may vary between the five
alternatives considered in the plan.

The good newsisthat the plan formally documentsfor the first
time, the Merced's outstanding values; identifies various river seg-
mentsand appliesapplicableWild, Scenic, or Recreational classifica-
tions: and establishes ariver corridor boundary. Thisdocumentation
provides agood foundation for future management o the river. But
the plan'sapparentinability to apply thesefundamental river protec-
tion mandates to controversial activities such as the Highway 140
widening and other proposed visitor facilities, remains a possibly
fatal flaw.

Other key issues identified to date include:

River Corridor Boundaries - The Wild & Scenic RiversAct alows
river corridorsto vary, aslong as they encompass an average of 320
acres per mile. The Park Service is using thisflexibility to establish

avariable width river corridor in Y osemite Valley to avoid existing
facilitiesand possible future devel opment sites.

Boating: - The draft plan unfairly blames calm water boating in
Y osemite Valley (avery popular activity) for adversely impacting the
Merced's riparian and aquatic habitats. The draft plan permits boat-
ing on a limited basis in the eastern portion o the Valey and
discourages boating and prohibits boating-oriented access facilities
onvirtually every other segment of the Merced.

Cascade Dam - The draft plan failsto adopt asagoal the remova
d this non-functioning dam on the Merced River, despite strong
public support for its removal.

What You Can Do

ThePark Service isholdingaseries of public meetingsthroughout
the state to solicit public input and is accepting written comments
until March 15 (evenif you submit commentsat alater datethe Park
Service will notice them). Pleaseattend one or more of the hearings
and write a letter to the Park Service before the comment deadline.
Besure to include the following pointsin your comments:

... Specific standards and guidelines should be adopted in the
plan to ensure protection of the Merced River's free-flowing charac-
ter, outstanding values, and segment classifications.

... Road widening projects and other visitor facility improve-
ments must be analyzed to avoid adverse impacts on the river's Wild
& Scenic values.

... All water-contact recreation activities should be reasonably
regulated to protect theriver's riparian and aquati c ecosystems, not
just boating.

... Boating should be considered a specific outstanding value d
the Valley and Gorge segments of the river.

Friends of the Riverand American Whitewater arestill reviewing
and analyzing this large and complex plan. We have yet to take a
position insupport or opposition toany of thefivealternativesinthe
draft plan. For the latest information, check out www.awa.org,
www.friendsoftheriver.org, or call Jason Robertson at 301-589-9453
(Access@amwhitewater.org).

Sendyourwritten commentsto Superintendent DavidA. Mihalic,
Attn: Merced River Plan/EIS, P. 0. Box 577, Y osemite National Park,
(A 95389. In addition, please attend one or more of these public
meetings.

Mysterious River Fai r_i/ Opens Access on

Rancheria Creek (CA
By Jason Robertson

"Thisrunis one ofthe most beautiful and accessiblewilderness
runsin California.| want to thank all ofthe folksthat worked onthe
access issuesat the Mountain View road." - Vince Williams

In January, a group o boaterswith the Sierra Club Loma Prieta
Paddlersdiscovered that someone had mysteriously solved theongo-
ing access problems on Northern California's Rancheria Creek at
Mountain Viev Road.

There isa new access site downstream of the bridge on river left
that iscomparablein difficulty to the old trail and much better than

river right upstream. Vince Williams reported that someone had
constructed a 4-foot high post and barb wire fence that terminates
10-feet from the bridge, allowing plenty of room to accessthe river.
Though a"No Trespassing” sign is posted on one end of the fence on
atree, thesign isangled toward the bridge, and is not perpendicul ar
totheplane o thefence. Thissuggeststhat thefence was constructed
with the intention of providing limited access to the river.
Furthermore, the whole area has been groomed and a notorious
poison oak bush had been cut down to the roots and removed.
Someone had also cleared atrail next to the old ladder on the bridge
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and placed a river gauge on the downstream, river-left, bridge piling.
Whether the county or the landowner opened the 10-foot area for
access to the gauge or for access to maintain the bridge pilings is
uncertain; however, the result isthat boaters apparently have a new
accesssite. Vinceconcludedwiththisgreat advice: " Don't just takemy
wordforit. Thisisthe perfectwinterwarm-uprun. Goseeforyourself.
But take atrash bag and police the area so we're perceived as caring
about the place. Respect the place, the people, and the legends and
you'll have a good day."

Nancy Dagle, Conservation Chair for the Sierra Club San Fran-
cisco Bay Chapter River Touring Section had contacted me several
timesin the past about thisissue, so | asked her if shewould describe
the history o the problem. These are her notes:

In the winter of 1999, my husband and | were at the put-in to
Rancheria Cresk when a man approached on foot.He explained that
he had just bought the property and that it wasillegal for usto put-
in. I thenn mentionedthat I had discussed accessat the bridgewiththe
local sheriff;and the sheriffsdepartment didn't hauea problemwith
ourputting-inat thebridge. Hebackedoffabit, but statedthat hewas
going to fenceoffthe access. He did not want to be liable for boater
injury. We had a polite discussion about the rights of boatersto use
this access. He even helped usrun our shuttle and let us put-in 100

| spread theword in the boating community about my encounter
with thelandowner and asked for feedback asto any access problems
they might encounter. Word came back that the fence had already
been erected. A man only known as Derek did alot of research asto
a possible easement at the bridge at the Mendocino County Court
House and talked to people at the County about right-of-ways. Later,
Randy Hodges reported in April of 1999 that someone had torn the
fence down.

Derek and | continued calling the County Department Right of
Way Department in an attempt to get them to establish an access
point for boaters as well as their winter maintenance crews. Kevin
Lewis, an American Whitewater board member provided insight into
water law issues. Other people involved in thisissue were Dave Tracy
and Dan Dunlap.

| asked AW to join usin writing a letter to the landowner. Our
letters went unanswered. | attempted legal help through the Sierra
Club to no avail.

When Iheard that Vincewasleadingatrip on Rancheria, lasked
himtolet meknow if the fencewas still up. Wonderfully,hereported
that the trail had been opened!

Thanksto Nancy and everyone else whoworked on this! We may
not know who you are, but your work has not gone unnoticed.

zards downstreamon his Erog}x wheretherewas easier access.

Fee Deme Up For Review: Act Now!

By Michael Zierhut & Jason Robertson

The legidlative battle against permanent authorization o the
Recreational Fee Demonstration Programisheating upandwill take
place thisyear.

The program isset to expirein September of 2001, but the push
to make it permanent will come thissummer when the 2001 federal
budget is passed. Now is the time to make a difference. This fight
can't beleft to someoneelse; itistimetoact. Write or call Congress,
writelettersto theeditor of your local paper, and getyour friendsto
do the same.

Mostimportantly, we need asmany senatorsand representatives
aspossible to beaware that this program iswrong and should not be
continued.

Second, and of near equal importance, isfor Congress to restore
proper funding through tax dollars for our public lands. After all,
there isa huge budget surplus, only atiny fraction of which would
shore up public lands budgets.

The congressionally mandated pay-to-play program imposes
feeson kayakers, rafters,and canoeistsas well ashikers, bikers, back-
country skiers, and other noncommercial users of public lands.

In Washington, the politics surrounding the program have
recently undergonea positive sea change. While the Clinton admin-
istration has expressed it's unfortunate interest in continuing the
program, Congressman Ralph Regula (R-Ohio),chair of the House
I nterior Appropriation Subcommittee, and Senator Frank Murkowski
(R-Alaska)thechair of the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources which controls public lands legislation, have reportedly
come out against making Fee Demo permanent. If you believe that
freeaccesstoour publiclandsisan American right and privilege, you
should take a minute to thank Congressman Regula and Senator
Murkowski for dropping their support of Fee Demo. With your
letters, itismorelikely than ever that the Recreational Fee Demon-
stration Program will end in September of 2001 without a follow-up
bill giving permanent authorization.

Fee Demo was designed as afest gauging the public ability and
willingness to pay for visiting public resources. Dozens of studies
have been commissioned examining theefficacy of the program and,
asweenter it'sfourth year, wearefinding a pervasive public disdain

for the program. Though, peopleliketheideathat feesarereturned
to the resourcearea fromwhich they were collected, they don't like
paying feesfor landsandservicesthat they feel arealready covered
through their taxes.

The fdl 1999 issues of two academic journals on recreation
(Journalof Park and Recreation Administration, & Journal of Lei-
sure Research) were devoted to research on the Recreational Fee
Demonstration Program. Onegroup of activistsin Southern Califor-
niacalled"Keepthe Sespe Wild" hascompiled excerptsfrom many of
thearticles (http://www.igc.org/sespewild/journals/Journals.html).

Many independent studieshavefound strong evidencecounter to
theForest Service's claims that the public supportsFee Demo. Check
out thisquotefrom the Forest Service's Recreation Fee Demonstra-
tion Program website: "Based on survey results, overal, the public
accepts the fees (70 percent or more of the respondents generally
favor the concept)." Now read a quote from onedf the articles: "with
avariety of communities d interest and place, Winter et. a. (Journal
o Leisure Research) found avast majority to express disapproval of
fees and an additional minority who expressed only conditional
acceptance." This discrepancy could likely be due to the methods
used to determine support assuggested by another article: "amajor-
ity o fee evaluation efforts have tried to resolve this issue [of public
opposition] by asking only those who haue paid a fee"

Therearealso increasing reports d the public being subjected to
increased law enforcement under Fee Demo. In one recent case,
Kevin Brady of Albuquerque, New Mexicowas fined $75for refusing
to pay a fee for walking on public lands. In standing up for his
philosophical unwillingness to pay for access to public lands, Mr.
Brady explained, "l feel strongly that this program isafundamental
shift inthe management o publicland and the relationship between
the Forest Service and the taxpayers." Mr. Brady then described how
frustrated he was that even hisfather who had paid taxesto support
the Forest Service for 50 years, served in the CCC building, the
George Washington National Forest inVirginia, and served intheAir
Force during World War IT, would haveto pay thefeefor ahikein the
Sandia Forest.

Continued ’
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In one recent editorial, the author wrote, " The Forest Service
shoulddeclarethe feeprograma failure, go back to Congress, and
get its funding from the proper place-from federal income tax
revenues." We Agree — and we encourage everyone to repeat this
message loudly and frequently so that Congress will finally accept
what the public has been saying all along. Fee-demo is philosophi-

cally flawed and violates our publictrust. Noamount dof fiddling can
make something that is so fundamentally wrong - right.

American Whitewater will continue working on thisissue with
the Public Access Codlition (www.nofees.org) and will focus our
energies on finding alternative means o funding accessand conser-
vation efforts on America's public lands and wildernesses.

Poked on the Moke (CA)

——s
By Jason Robertson

EricAronsand ahandful of friendswereticketed for paddling the
extended run on the Mokelumnein December.

After paddling down to the Middle Bar Road section, the group
pulled out through a big undercut in the fence on river left. Arons
reported that therewasnosignage on that side of theriver. However,
the group found that there were rangers waiting for them by their
take-out vehicle on river right, and that the rangers had called for
deputiesfrom Amador and CalaverasCounties. The deputiescited the

group, but didn't list a court appearance date or list the violation—
apparently trespassing. Asthe Journal is headed to press, the group
istill waiting to receive their official citations in the mail.

Therangersindicated that theboatersweretrespassing once they
crossed a certain fuzzy point on the river. Arons reported that "they
watched usfrom the 39 bridge, but claimed they didn't say anything
because we hadn't crossed onto their land yet and therefore weren't
inviolation." Arons added, "It's probably not a good idea to try the
extended Moke run right now. There's only one good rapid after the
bridge take-out.. . although it's pretty good."

AmericanWhitewater hasoffered to assist theboaters, and wewill
have moreto report in the future.

Rock Creek Park (DG):
Access Secured!

By Jason Robertson

Great news! In December, | wrote an article for the Jan/Feb
Journal explainingthat National Park Police had prevented two pairs
of boaters from boating Rock Creek in downtown Washington, DC.
The creek had been moderately swollen by Hurricane Dennis, and a
handful d theofficerswere unfamiliarwith the paddling community's
long tradition of boating this ClassIII (IV+) creek after heavy rains.

In early January, Rock Creek Park Police called our offices and
stated that they would not prevent kayakersor canoersfrom boating
the creek in the future. This statement came in direct response to
American Whitewater's discussionswith the Park's administrators.

Police Lieutenant Kassreported that hisresearch confirmed that
there isaregulation banning recreation in the creek. However, the
Lieutenant's research also confirmed that former Superintendent
Shieldswaivedthisregulation for kayakersand canoersmorethan 20
years ago and that former Superintendent Ellerd later dropped all
boater registration requirementsin the mid-80s.

The Lieutenant added that Assistant Superintendent Cox, repre-
senting Superintendent Coleman, respected her predecessor's deci-
sions and that experienced whitewater canoers and kayakers would
be permitted to float the creek, regardless of water level, and that no
special permits or permissionswould be required.

The police cautioned that they are not trained in swift water
rescue and are not lifeguards. He also explained that the D.C. Fire
Department is responsible for al emergency rescues on the creek,
but that the department's river rescue kit consists o a single foam
donut. In other words, boaters must continue taking personal re-
sponsibility for their actions and personal rescues. Additionaly,
boaters must wear life jackets and helmets, and be aware of the
unique hazardsassociated with running this urban creek, including
strainers, coliform and street runoff, low bridges, and the 8-foot
Class IV+ dam at Pierce Mill.

American Whitewater wishesto thank: Ron Knipling and Martin
Radigan for reporting the access problemson Rock Creek; Lieuten-
ant Kassand Assistant Superintendent Cox for their cooperation in
resolving the problem, and working with usto addresstheissue; and
Mac Thornton and Ed Gertler for sharing documents detailing the
history of the 1980s access agreements with the Park's superinten-
dents.

South Fork American (CA):
Greenwood Creek Parking
at Issue

By Mike Bean

On October 20th, the River Management Advisory Committee met
in Colomafor its monthly meeting to discuss use on the South Fork
American. The agendaincluded a discussion of issues regarding use
of theBLM parcel for river accessat Greenwood Creek. Thisparcel has
seenanincreasein useprimarily by kayakersinthelast twoyears, and
shuttle parking on the shoulder of Highway 49 has become a sefety
concern. Proposed alternatives in the new management plan recom-
mend leaving the Greenwood Creek area as undeveloped wilderness
for the near term.

Jim Eicher from the BLM officein Folsom was asked what BLM
was planning to do with managing the parcel. Jim replied that the
BLM wouldn't do anything until the county updated the river man-
agement plan, and that BLM wanted guidance in the Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) from the county on whether to develop the
Greenwood Creek parcel.

The BLM does not consider the present level of use o the
Greenwood Creek parcel problematic; however the BLM foresees
problems with projected increases in summer use. Jim suggested
encouraging outfitters near Highway Rapid to allow private put-ins
and take-outs through temporary special use permits to relieve the
parking problem on Highway 49. Scott Underwood, representing
Mother Lode, responded that it wasnot financially feasiblefor himto
alow public access due to security and maintenance issues, espe-
cialy during the off season. Thereisalsoaquestion o whether there
is capacity for both commercial and private boaters at any o the
current commercial launch areas near Highway Rapid during busy
summer weekends.
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The El Dorado County Parks and Recreation representative,
CravinAlcott, recommended that membersnot changetheir position
on Greenwood Creek access until after the draft EIR was completed
and under review fearing any changeswould lead tofurther delaysin
completing the draft EIR. Carrying capacity studies are being devel-
oped to support the draft EIR; however these studies do not address
atake-out or put-in near Greenwood Creek. Thelack o thisdata may
make changing the proposed alternative more difficult considering
the need for additional datato support such a change.

Thereisalsoanongoing lawsuit inwhicharesident allegesunfair
business practices between the County and outfitters. Part of this
lawsuit claims the County has been delaying the creation of a new

management planwhichwas supposeto becompleted twoyearsago.
So far the county has spent almost half a million dollars on the
update processand completion isstill months away.

Acoupled citizensat the meeting complained about thetraffic
situation and recommended closing theareaif nothingcan bedone.
Cal Transcould makeimprovementsto theshoul dersdf the highway
and place signs warning o the crossing pedestrians but thiswould
require agreement from the county (local), BLM (federal), and
CaTrans (state) on what should be done.

I'm not sure what will happen next. Everyone agrees that the
traffic problemisreal. Placing no parking signson Highway 49 isthe
simple solution; hopefully it is not the only solution.

DanBailey’s Adventure

~ What | discovered isthat Dan hasawealth of energy and a huge
limbing and friends. and that heisdedicated

b giving Back ta the commanitiesthat support himand his

e ahilits 1 enjoy the outdoors. When Dan
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— =iscovered kayaking, he aso discov-

rered American Whitewater and knew
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= | that he had to do somethingto support

By Jason Robertson

Lastyear, after attendingaColorado Whitewater |
Association meeting, Jay Kenney and | drove uip
from Denver to an old theater in Fort Collins. W
braved snow and freezing rain to attend a uniqu
fund-raiser for the Access Fund and Americiir |
Whitewater.

A talented young adventure photographer
Dan Bailey, hosted the show, featuring his dra
matic shotsaof bigwall climbs, creekin’in Colo- |

Despite the bad weather, the event
wasagreat success; we got dozens of new
membersand raised several hundred dol-
larsfor access, which we've used success-

fully to improve access in Colorado.

This year, Dan's doing it again. He's
been travelingaround theworld, improved
ais boating, goneclimbing,and comehome

{or the big show!
Check out his website at EHp
dbailev.gitech.com for moreinformation, a

j our access programs.
¥4
=
d
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rado, andtravellingaround Tibet. Theshow also7|
included several new whitewater videos, ahuge|

| previewd theshow, andthefinal dateforthe

rafflefor American Whitewater and AccessFune
members, an incredible sound show, and .lu i

Lcvent which is presently scheduled for late

LF]

sold-out crowd. e
Herewasa photographer |'d never met or f e T

heard of, whowasjust |earning to boat, didn't f

knowthemeanmgof "boof,’ ‘andwasfromthel__

Access Fund's backyard in Boulder, promotimi =

American Whitewater's access program? It didn't add up.

If you are interested in hosting and plan-
‘ning a similar event promoting American
i-Whitewater's river access programs and activi-
lies in your neck of the woods, cal Jason
Robertson at 301-589-9453 or e-mail at

Lo —1 Jason@amwhitewater.org

Ever Been Kicked
out of the Pool?

——
By Jason Robertson

Thisisdefinitely oned thestranger accessissues I've been asked
about.

Columbus Outdoor Pursuits has been usingacity pool in Colum-
busfor roll practicefor several years. Now thecity wantstoterminate
the roll clinics, claiming that kayaks introduce pathogens into the
water and therefore pose a health problem.

My first thought was that this could only happen in Ohio. My
second thought was that this is bogus. My third thought was what
about al the pathogensfrom kids peeing in the pool!

I've never heard any evidence that boaters add contaminate to
poolsduring roll clinicsor that thisisalegitimate problem. Infact,
speaking from four yearsd registering new chemicalsand pesticides
at the EPA for commercial pool use, and three years researching
aquaticorganismsat Carolina, | havetoconcludethat boatswoul dn't

add pathogensto public pools.

Any critters on or in the boats would be the same ones that the
chlorineisadded inthe pool tokill. Any pathogensthat miraculously
survived thetrip tothe pool inaboat, getting desiccated on top of the
car, and getting soaked in the chlorine bath would be the same
crittersthat entered the pool naturally through theair. Even proto-
zoaand nematodes can be transported by wind.

A little common sense suggests calling their bluff or asking for
access to a hose outside the facility to rinse sand off boats, just like
hosing off before entering the pool. Boaters could also dilute one
capful (aboutateaspoon) of bleach to 2 gallons of water and slosh it
around in their boats before entering the pool. Even though thisisa
dilute solution, anybody that has ever brewed beer knows that even
atrace d chlorinewill kill yeast aswell asany other beasties in the
Carboy jug. Drain the chlorinated water into the cockpit o the next
boat and reuse the water.

Two cautionary notes: chlorine can burn skin, and chlorine may
degrade the bulkhead foam, neoprene skirts, and airbags over time,
especialy if it is too concentrated. However, anybody that's ever
taught a roll clinic knows pool water is going to damage gear over
time anyway so | wouldn't worry about it too much, and just
remember to rinse everything dof after practice.
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Thereis evidencethat motorboats have spread whirling disease
between some lakes in the West. However, these were natural
environments that weren't blessed with the potpourris d death in
our pools. The greatest possibilities for introducing pathogens to
pools are probably from viruses coming in off the shoes or feet o
visitors, or algae, molds, and yeasts in theair.

Soundsto me like the managers in Columbus just don't want to
provide access and are grasping for straws to kick boaters out. |
wouldn't stand for it.

If you are aware d atrend or other casesin which kayakers are
being kept out o pools because o the fear of contaminants, please

report it to us at Access@amwhitewater.org

Coloratio Access Issues.

By Ken Ransford

Twenty-seven access problems have been reported on at least 12
Coloradoriversinthepast year; it's beenabusy year! Twoboaterswere
arrested for walking around a diversion dam on the Arkansas River
near BuenaVista. Local police officershave threatened kayakerswith
arrestfor criminal trespasson Bear Creek near Morrison. Alandowner
has strung barbed wire across the Colorado River near Granby,
creating alife-threatening obstacle at high water. Landowners have
felled trees and threatened to put fences across the river on the Lake
Fork d the Gunnison to prevent boating. Alandowner on the Roaring
Fork River sprays kayakers with a hose if they stop in an eddy next to
his property, claiming that Colorado law forbids any passage on
streamscoursing through private property. The Denver Water Board
has closed access into and on Gross Reservoir, and out d its outlet
stream on South Boulder Creek. The City of Longmont forbids
boatersfrom crossing Buttonrock Reservoir, the take-out of arun on
the North St. Vrain.

Eleven access problems have been reported on the South Fork of
the South Platte near Denver. Many boaters have been threatened
witharrest or arrested onthe lower run above the confluencewiththe

North Fork where Two Forks Reservoir was planned. Two different
groups have been arrested on the upper run out o Lake George: in
both cases, AW President Jay Kenney got thearrest charges dropped.
Several parties have been harassed when boating the Taylor River
near Gunnison, and loca landowners have sought the support o
statelegislatorsto passa law restricting access. Landowners on the
White River near Meeker have enlisted theaid of sheriffswhosay they
will arrest boaters for trespassing. Boaters have been arrested for
trespass on the Yampa River near Steamboat Springs for kayaking.
There hasn't been asingle report o problems caused by boaters, but
it goeswithout saying that boaters should be especialy vigilant and
courteous when boating in Colorado.

Note: Compilations o stateaccessissueslikethislist for Colorado
arevery useful toolsfor American Whitewater when discussing the
importance o clarifying strong navigability laws with legislators.
This list details the problems, demonstrates widespread confusion
within law enforcement circles over navigability rights, and provides
real-world examples of the statewide relevancy of what appear to be
"local" issues. Pleasereport access problemsin your home stateto
us. Either fill out the form below and mail it in, or log on to our
website and fill out the form at: www.awa.org/awa/access/
access_input_online.html

Renegade Kayakers
Redux (CO)

By Jay Kenney

Alow-head dam on the Arkansas River just downstream from the
Buena Vista Baseball fields hascreated significant accessconflictsfor
yearsfor American Whitewater and the Colorado Whitewater Associa
tion (CWWA) members. The problem is that there is an irrigation
headgate and ditch on river left, and the owners are concerned that
boaterswill damage themwhilescramblingaround and portagingthe
drop. River right, the natural scouting stop, is no better since an
unhappy landowner has heavily posted her property against trespass-
ers. Aboat chute onriver right isrunnable, butitterminatesinarock
jumblerequiringasharp diagonal left movetoavoid therocks. Under
every river safety protocol, boaters should scout or portage this
obstacle, but the trespass issues have historically made scouting as
dicey as running the river. Now, a new criminal case in Chaffee
County Court will resolve boaters' rights to scout and portage the
low-head dam on river right. CWWA and American Whitewater expect
afavorable result.

In late June, 1999, two kayakers launched at Railroad Bridge to
run the Fractions and Frog Rock run on the Arkansas River near
Buena Visa. The water level was medium high that day, about 2,300
cfs. They planned to paddiepast the now traditional take-out in Buena
Vista because they intended to meet severa friends at Johnson's
Villege for a late afternoon Milk Run. Both were relatively experi-
enced—one had been a Class V boater in years past, but had not
paddled much in the last five years. The other was an advanced

intermediate, more than capable of negotiating the natural rapids,
but concerned about the low-head dam and boat chute. After discus-
sion, they agreed toscout thedamon river right. Although concerned
about possible trespass issues, they decided that scouting at or near
river level might not be trespassing.

When they came to the dam, they eddied out on river right and
began scouting close to the river's edge. Sadly, the landowner had
been watching intently with a pair of binoculars. She immediately
phoned the Chaffee County Sheriffs Department and a deputy re-
spondedwithin minutes. The deputy wrote upasummonsfor the pair
of kayakers, escorted them off the property, and summoned an AHRA
(Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area) employee to remove the
offending kayaks. The summons, for third degree criminal trespass,
was premised upon the notion that a streamside landowner owns to
the middle of the channel —in technical terms to the middle of the
thalweg (thedeepest part of the stream).

The kayakers called the AW/CWWA Stream Team for help. With
thevolunteer assistancedf Patrick Tooley, Esq., the team discovered
ananomaly inthe landowner's deed. A close examination of the plat
map (preparedby theoriginal developer) revealed that thelandowner
doesnot owntothecenter of theArkansasRiver. Rather, her property
line stops about 45 feet from the center d the river. Equally impor-
tant, beyond thelandowner's property, isastreamside (dependingon
water level) parcel dedicated to access and fishing. Armed with this
important information, the Stream Team negotiated dismissal o all
thecriminal charges, asserting that the kayakers never set footonthe
landowner's property.

Asaresult of this case, the AHRA Management team has begun
surveyingthe disputed property accurately (withavolunteer CWWA
member, Paul Grabowski) and is in the process of negotiating a
permanent easement for scouting and portaging.
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Other New Faces

American Whitewater hires new

SYOTR, Nick Lipkowski
Nick can be reached at (301) 589-9453 or by email at
Nick@amwhitewater.org

Executive Assistant

Just aword to all American Whitewater
members to announce my good fortune in
joining the staff of our organization as Ex-
ecutive Assistant to Rich Bowers, Executive
Director. My involvement with whitewater
began around 1975 the first time | took a |
yellow and blue raft bought at an army sur-
plusdown an unusual set of rapidscalled the
Seine River Diversion just outside of
Atikokan, Ontario. | have been hooked ever
since and owe a lot to my friends at the
Chicago Whitewater Association for intro- [7%
ducing me to hard boating and thanks to
John Reagan for his plug of that dedicated §
bunch. Even before | ever sat in a kayak
however, | became a member of what was

American
Whitewater hires
new Development
Director

Weare pleased tointroduce our new Devel-
opment Director, Nancy Galloway,who joined
the staff of American Whitewater in January
and is located in the Silver Spring, Maryland
office. Nancy has previously been the Major
Gifts Officer for the Washington, D.C.-based
consumer advocacy organization, Public Citi-

then the American Rivers Conservation
Council,OcoeeRiver Task Forceand Friends
of the Gauley. As those grass-roots efforts
paid off, our sport grew and | cameto recognize American Whitewater
asour primary voicein both conservationand access. It isheartening
to beable to seefirsthand thetalent and dedication of thefolks here
and their nationwide focus. The greatest residual benefit of my
involvement in this sport has been getting to know the incredible
individuals it seemsto attract.

CAN

Daddlequcst

Ec:l‘l -supported whitewater koyak expeditions

ATUTHEPRD POUFSOE N Iha MO of on

l- www, Dodaleques!.com

1-888-932-5875

ek Lipkowshl ang

Mancy ke,

zen, and Executive Director of United Way in
Moscow, Russia

"I'm delighted to be a part of American
Whitewater," she said, "and look forward to getting to know our
supporters. Whitewater resources are under constant threat, and we
need to work together to promote safety, protect our access, and
increase and restore the number of rivers available to paddlers and
others."

"l believe that conservation and access go hand-in-hand, says
Galloway, "without clean water and adequate river flows, we can't
have a quality whitewater experience."

"Overthenextyear, | will bebuildingonthesolid foundation that's
been put in place by Rich Bowers, the board of directorsand AW staff,
and looking for additional support from foundations, corporations,
and new members. | hopeto haveyour helpintheseendeavors, sothat
we can al have more great dayson theriver!" Nancy can be reached
at (301) 589-9453 or by e-mail at Nancy @amwhitewater.org

Laura Wittman, Access Assistant

Laurais not a new employee; she has been working part-timefor
over ayear with Jason Robertson to keep river access open to boaters.
However, she hasn't been highlighted in the Journal to date, and we
thought we'd introduce her to our members. Chances are you'll be
talking with Lauraif you call our office.

Laura has been hard at work compiling permit information on
riversacrossthe nation, researching access problems (likethe Grand
Canyon, Yellowstone, and the Chattooga), and just lately started to
pull together safety and accident information that often leads to
access closures and restrictions.

When not working for American Whitewater, Lauraisseeking an

advanced dgree at the Universitz of Ma_rzland.

Paddlers Now Have Easier
Access to Congress

Note: American Whitewater and the American Canoe Association
(ACA) work together on dozens of major issues with national impor-
tance every year. These issues range from outfitter policy legislation
to limiting jet skis in the national parks. Now, the ACA has created an
exciting new tool that will help empower the entire boating commu-
nity. The first issue this tool is being used on is writing letters about
improving water quality on the Potomac River.
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Paddlers will now have easier access to their representatives in
Congress. ACA Action Net is a new feature on the ACA web site
(www.acanet.org) that allows paddlers to e-mail, fax, or mail letters
to Congress with theclick of abutton. Thisstate-of-the-art advocacy
technol ogy isthesamethat isnow being used by powerful groupslike
theAmerican Associationd Retired Persons (AARP)and the National
Rifle Association (NRA).

Equally-easy accesstofederal agenciesisprovided in conjunction
with alerts on key issues to facilitate public comment from the
paddlesports community. The site allows for ZIP code searches to
access one's elected representativesand to find contact information
for local media outlets. The power of ACA Action Net isalso being
madeavailableto club and other paddling-relatedweb sites by virtue
of a ZIP-code search "sticker" that can be placed on any site.

Issue alerts that are featured on ACA Action Net will have an
automatic letter writing function attached with pre-written lan-
guage that can be customized by anyone choosing to send a letter

fromthesite. Apaddler canwriteauniqueletter to his Congressman
or Senator in amatter of minutes and send it out (viae-mail or fax)
without ever leaving his or her computer. The option also exists to
print the letters and mail them.

Other features o ACA Action Net include a"Today In Congress"
ticker, campai gn and el ection updates, candidate profiles, and access
to Federal Election Commission report information. Theservicewill
expand to include access to state-level elected representatives as
funding and resources permit.

ACA Action Net is part of a larger ACA effort to increase the
influence o paddiers on public policy. The roleout of its Internet
component isin conjunction with the unveiling o the completely
redesigned and improved ACA web site. For more information con-
tact David Jenkins, Director of Conservation and Public Policy for the
ACA, at (703) 451-0141 ext. 20, or go online and visit
WWW.ACANET.ORG

Colorado leads the nationin
access problems

—
By Ken Ransford
AW Board of Directors

American Whitewater keepsa database of river access problemsin
order to monitor difficultieswhich boaters encounter when they are
on the river or use historic put-ins or take-outs. Sixty-eight river
access problems have been reported nationwide over the past 20
months, and 42%, or 29, have been in Colorado. Although the South
Platte and Taylor are the most reported rivers, access is a broad
problem throughout Colorado, and reports have been received for 12
rivers in every major watershed in the state. Several boaters have
been arrested in Colorado, but so far al criminal charges have
ultimately been dropped. The Crested Butte Chronicle and Pilot
reported on December 3, 1999 that legislators are meeting with
landownersto discussanew state law which could restrict boating on
any river with private land ownership.

Washington is the next most reported state, with eight rivers
reported, mostly due to government and logging company river
closures. Three river access problems have been reported in North
Carolina— Raven Creek, the Rocky Broad River, and the Narrows of
the Green—and three reports have also been received for both
Wisconsin and Texas. Accesslaw recently received amajor setback in
Texaswhen the Texas Supreme Court held that a landowner owned
the bed and banks of a river and could therefore prevent access to
boaters.

Perhaps the most ominous development is the lawsuit recently
brought by James Watt's organization, the Mountain States Legal
Foundation, to overturn Montana's access-favorable law. Montana
has the most progressive access law in the West, the result of a
statutory changeinthe 1980s. It holdsthat all surfacewatersthat are
capable of recreational use may be used by the public, regardless of
who owns the land underlying the waters. The public also has the
right to use the bed and banks up to the high-water mark. This
Montana law still stands, but it's under attack. Boaterswith support
from American Whitewater hoped to passsimilar legisiation in 1996
in Colorado, but that hill failed when rural legislators opposed it.

Surprisingly, government agenciesareresponsiblefor moreriver
access problems than private landowners. Federal, state, and local
governments have attempted to restrict boating on 11 rivers, while
landowners have attempted to restrict access on 10 rivers. American
Whitewater has been working for years to open access to riversin
Yellowstone National Park, a case that highlights access problems
caused by government agencies.

American Whitewater's access policy is that, once on the river,
boaters have the right to float and portage when necessary. Boaters
do not have the right to trespass across private property to reach
rivers, and should carefully respect private property and leave as
minimal an impact as possible.

Can any trends bediscerned?Accessproblemsseem to be mount-
ing, especialy in the West, where urbanites are populating rural
areasand questioning historical land and water use patterns. Boat-
ing hasexploded, especially onsmaller riversinwatersheds that were
once remote. As river use increases, access problems will likely
mount aswell. The take-out at Mazomanie on the lower Wisconsin
River was recently closed by the Department o Natural Resources
because o nudity. Although it is often the case that non-boaters
cause the "problems" reported on rivers like the Lower Wisconsin,
the solutions can severely restrict boating.

American Whitewater cannot directly resolve all local access
problems, which are being reported at a rate o morethan three per
month, but we will help wherewe can. Loca boaters must take the
lead in resolving local access problems. Try to meet with landowners
to assuage their concerns, which may be as simple as signing their
property to prevent trespassor parking problems. Many landowners
are concerned that they can be sued if a boater isinjured on their
property. Infact, recreational usestatutes have been passed in nearly
every statewhich holdthat landownersare not responsible if aboater
is hurt while recreating on their property.

At a minimum, show the utmost respect for private property
rightsand honor AW’s access policy. It helpsto beinformed of thelaw
and to keep your cool, since sheriffs and legislators listen to local
landowners first. American Whitewater has compiled a report on
access lawsand casesin every state; contact American Whitewater's
full-time  Access Director Jason Robertson at
jason@amwhitewater.orgfor the law inyour state. American White-
water can dways use help. If you are an attorney, can you serve asa
resource when access problems arise in your state? Reports o
problems have now been received for 19 states, demonstrating the
need for legal expertise across the country. If you are arrested,
American Whitewater will try to assist you with legal help when
possible.

As boating increases, local economies also benefit. Consider
doing a recreation economic study to determine the value that
boating brings to your area. See the November-December 1998 AV
Journal for an article on how to determine economic benefits that
boating brings to your community. As Ric Alesch, American White-
water President from 1994 to 1999 says, "Access iswon in small
steps.” Boaters need to be more vigilant than ever about access
problems, since these problems are likely to get worse. And please
keep the reports coming. If access problems are getting worse, our
best defense is good information about just how widespread the
problems are.
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Trouble on the Waters

If you had trouble getting to the river, let us know. Use this form to report access
problems so that AW can convincelegislators and government authoritieswhereand
when river access is a problem. If you have met an irate landowner, noticed signs
forbidding access, or were stopped by alandowner, barbedwirefence or alocked gate,
tell usabout it on thisform. If several boaters are arrested or involved, only 1 form
should befilled out per incident naming aboater availablefor future contact.

River State 1. Trespass. Ticket,warning or arrest for:
110  Trespasson privateproperty
Dated incident 120  Trespasson public property
130  Crimina trespassarrest
Access code categories: List below or circlethe cat- 140  Civil trespasslawsuit
egories, multiple categoriesare ok.

2. Public Access Closure

210  Denied by federa law
Brief description of incident: 211  Deniedby BLM
212  Denied by Forest Service
e 213 Denied by Nat| Park Service
220  Deniedly state
230  Deniedby locd authority

3. Injury from man-made obstacles

Boater contact 310  Babedwireor fence
Address 320  Low head dam
City etc.
Phone 4. Obstaclesrunning river, scouting or portaging
email 41.0  Fenceor chainonlandblockingaccess
420  Fence, wire, or tree on river
Landowner/Agency/Sheriff contact (if known) blocking access
Name 430  Warning of no trespassing or
Address postedsign
City etc. 440  Vehicletowed, ticketed, or vandalized
Phone 450  Threatsor actsd violence

email

L Db BRAIN SURGERY.

-
-
Closures: Rivers closed thal were once open

850  Elssed by Govethient Aty
521 Federal

522  State

523 Locd

530 High water closure

6. Naw accessfees
6.1.0  Charged by privatelandowner
6.20  Charged by government agency
6.21  Federa
622  State
623  Locd

7. Dam controlled rivers
710 Water turned off
720 Inconsistent flow: toomuchortoolittle
730 No notice o releases

8. Lawsuitsand legidlation
811  Newlegidationto block river access.
812  Lawsuitsto block access.
821  Newlegidationto enableriver access.
822 Lawsuits to enable access.

Send to Ken Ransford,475Sierra Vista, Carbondale,
CO 81623, 970-963-6800, FAX 970-963-6700.
ransford@csn.net
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Jayne H. Abbot, Events Manager

Lots o happenings in theworld of white-
water events, from changes to the
OutdoorPlay.com Freestyle Championship
Series, to the start o afestiva highlighting
the magnificent recreational features o the
Cumberland Plateau in Tennessee. There's
sure to be something for everyone this sea-
son. Check thescheduleinthisissuefor dates
and contact information on an event near
you, and visit our web sites often at
www.awa.org and www.nowr.org for themost
up-to-date information.

A spring full of American
Whitewater Events

Tenn Paddle 2k. April 7-9:
The ambitious organizers o this event were
off and running shortly after contacting the
events officewith news of their plansto host
an event onthe Cumberland Plateau in Ten-
nessee. A web site was up before long
(www.tennesseepaddle.com) and a troupe of
eager volunteers were mobilized. Town offi-
cialswere courted and soon became enthusi-
astic supporters. It's sure to be aweekend
filled with new friendsand lotsof fun. The
eventwill help toraisefundsfor the Obed
Wild and Scenic River watershed man-
agement program, and awareness of
the conservation and access issues in
thisarea Therewill belotsdf "events'
taking place both onand off thewater,
and a great party Saturday evening.
Partners in the event organization in-
clude American Whitewater, Chota Ca-
noe Club, East Tennessee Whitewater
Club, the Nationa Parks Conservatioy
Association, the Tennessee Citi zensfor Wil-
derness Planning, the University of Tennes-
see Canoe and Hiking Club, and the Obed
Wild and Scenic River Park.

n rek R April
8-9: Successful init'sfirst year, this event
is back, bigger and better than ever. Plan to
runsome o the great rivers in thisareaand
relax with good friendsand entertainment in
the evening.

3" _Ann h Br Riv
Festival. Mav 5-6: Back for it'sthird year,
the French Broad River Festival is sure to
keepthebeat. Asinthepast, theevent focuses
on fun-filled competitions during the day
(raft race and downriver kayak race) and
bands playing throughout theeveningonthe
banks of the French Broad River in Hot
Springs, NC (yep, real hot springs to soak
your bones in also!)

OutdoorPlay.com Freestyle
Championship Series Update

After it was announced in January that
the 2000 Preworld Championship would be
held in Sorte, Spain on June 28-July 2, the
Championshipwaschanged from afiveevent
seriestoathreeevent seriestoaccommodate
travel schedules for thisimportant interna-
tional event. Having amajor competition in
the midst of the Championship Series cre-
ated a significant conflict for the competi-
tors.

Among the top priorities of the seriesis
developing the sport and the participants.
Consequently, the Animas River Days and
theSubaru Gorge Gameswere removed from
the Seriesto eliminate the scheduling con-
flictand maintain theintegrity of theoverall
Seriestitle. That is, al participantswill have
a fair shot at both the

the Outdoorplay.com Freestyle Champion-
ship Series title. Note, Animas River Days
and the Gorge Gameswill remain as NOWR
2000 RiversLiv Series events. Gorge Games
will still have a cash purse o $5,000 for the
Pro competitors. Please see the schedule in
thisissuefor dates on these events.

We hope you join us in supporting the
professional athletes. Modifying the Series
schedule isour collective way of evidencing
that support, while preserving the integrity
of the Seriestitle.

USFKA chooses the Ocoee Rodeo as
site of 2000 Freestyle Team Trials

AmericanWhitewater's OcoeeRodeo, May
19-21, has been chosen by the U.S. Freestyle
Kayak Association (USFKA)asthe qualifying
event for the U.S. Teamwhowill compete at
the Preworld's in Sorte, Spain thissummer.
Inthepast, therewasno needtoselect ateam
for Preworld competition because, well, it
wasthe Preworlds, awarm up for thefollow-
ing years World competition. However, with
thetremendous growth o the sport, success
of the 1999 Worlds, and the close proximity
of Spainto Europecompetitors, the Preworld
organizers decided it was wise to limit the
number of competitors each country could
send, or contend with far too many competi-
torsthan could be managed at asingleevent.
This late-breaking decision required the
USFKA to determine qualificationsfor ateam,

—— anddoitinlessthan six monthstime.

While the Ocoee feature is not " the best"
rodeo hole in the country, American

~ Whitewater can offer a strong infrastruc-

turetorunaquality Team Trialsevent. We

_areworking with the USFKA and Forest
Service on possible modifications that
would enhance the competition.

== The USFKA’s mission is to promote,

develop, and enhance the sport of freestyle

kayaking by facilitating the creation of
whitewater courses, evolving judging and
scoring in conjunction with NOWR and the
International FreestyleCommittee (IFC),and
by sanctioning events with the interests of
athletes in mind.

Pro Registration

Noticeto all Pro athletes, remember that
youmust qualifyand beregisteredwithNOAR
to compete asa Pro at any and all eventson
the NOWR circuit in 2000. Be sure to check
the NOWR web site or contact the Events
Office at 828-645-5299 for more informa-
tion. You must be registered by March 31,
2000for standard fee. Lateregistration feeis
significantly higher, with afinal registration
deadline of May 1, 2000.
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Team USA Sweeps World Freestyle Championship

Inastunninggroup victory, Team USA  Congratulations to all members of Team USA 19991
took first place in theteam competition in

all seven classesat theworlds. That'sright, fr A Mg‘ic Southwick USA
theteam placed firstin Sr.K-1 Men, Sr. K- 2. Corran Addison RA
1 Women, Jr. K-1 Men, Sr. C-1 Men, Sr. 3 Steve Fisher RSA
OC-1Men, SquirtK-1 Men, and Squirt K- " o w1 women
1Women. Eric Southwick took the highly 1. Deb Pinniger GBR
coveted first place in the K-1 Men's divi- 2. Julie Dion CAN

sion, taking the title of World Champion _%: Brooke Winger UA

for the next twoyears. SeeEric's interview  jr. K-1 Men
with OutdoorPlay.com in this issue for L Mark Birkbeck GBR

- : s 2. Brad Ludden UA
Erlc_s perspectl_veon thecompetition. Qur 3 Ethan Winger UsA
Junior menwhipped up asecond and third

placewin (Brad Luddenand Ethan Winger ~ Sr. C-1 Men

i 1 Paul "Cheesy" Robertson ~ GBR  Squirt K-1 Men
respectively),and U.S. Team memberstook Andy Nicholl R 1 Andy Bedingfield USA
first in both 0C-1, Eli Hel bert, and SC{UI rt 3. Cedric Courbis FRA 2. Clay Wright USA
K-1, Andy Bedingfield. The U.S. women 3. Brendan Mark CAN

were also a force to be reckoned with as Sr 0C-1 Men

: : : : Eli Helbert USA Squirt K-1 Women
Brooke Winger toqk fl_rst place in Squirt 2. Paul Eames NZL L Brooke Winger UA
K-1 Women and third in K-1 Women. 3. Brian Miller UA 2 L ouise Wigmore GBR
3. Motoko Ishida JPN

Ol
=

1" ¥

e Aud

RENCH | S {f’ 6
BROAD B i

- RAFT RACE. POKER RUN -
-RAFFLE & SILENT AUCTION - -
. ADVANCED TICKET SALES- LIVE MUSIC- B o Hendline-May 35,

- HOT SPRINGS, NORTH CAROLINA - . vl w is lmiited!
FOR NI INFO. CALL (828) 253-4011 OR 236-1209 : ol S Regisier online a1
CHECK OUT THE TAT FRENCHBROADRIVERFEST COM I m.pntumacfest.tnm

“|MAY 586 - EVENT TO BENEFIT AVA & MANNA FOOD BANK | | © ot calll AVYA at 301ENY 345 )
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After the Worlds: A LOOK Ahead

By Risa Shimoda Callaway

Aswhitewater rodeosproliferate, freestylecompetitionisturningthe page
on athletic expectation and sponsorship. The World Freestyle Champion-
ships, conducted December 1-5, 1999 in Taupo, New Zealand, presented a
clear 'state o the union message' to the worldwide whitewater paddling
community. Thesport is, despiteits 'boutique’ status, growingin popularity
al over theworld. Thisgrowth has upped the ante, increasing the demands

on.

3) corporate sponsorship

nicate newsto their audience.

future.
Allen Braswell, 2-time C1 Word Champion, shesddin mm~ Mext Clay Wright, Allen
Prioto by Peter Kesnady Braswell, and Jimmy

! Blakeney. Allen is a veteran
oftheWorldsscene, with two
Cl WorldChampionshipFirst
Placeribbonson his mantel.
Clay took Gold in the Squirt

Classin 1997 and came home
fromNew Zealand with a Sil-
ver medallion. JimmyisChair
of the U.S. Freestyle Kayak-
ing Association and Bronze
Medalist in the 1999 North
American Cup Series.

Alln Braswell

1) the quality o competitive venues, referenced by
ehow good (or not) the river features are at the competitive venues
ethe consistency and reliability o the judgesand scoring system

2) the products used for competition (boats, paddles, etc.)

4) the media, and theway in which paddlersand event organizers commu-

Herearereflectionson theWorldsfromseveral d thetop competitorsinthe
sport. They also share afew thoughts on Freestyle 2000 as they look to the

Jmmy Blakeey

Gy Wiight

What madethe World Freestyle Champion-
ships significant?

CW The top kayakers were there, with the
best skills. You could tell wherethe sport is
headed.

Representatives from the Maori people welcome
competitorsand teem managers

How hasthe event changedsincetheprevi-
ous events?

AB Theincrease in the number of paddiers
competing and the changes in equipment.
Skills have grown. Everything is more pro-
fessional. It isstill hard to find sponsorship,
though.

JB Judging has evolved, exposing who re-
ally hasskills. Nowyou can't just beahacker.

It would be esgy to midake the scene, neer Taupo.
for a rodeo evartt in the states.

What did you learn fromhaving beento the
Worlds?

JB Our judging system works, even as it
evolved. You can tell who hasthe most expe-
rience. Also, the strength of the U.S Team
was awesome. We may not have had the top
placeineach class, but we had the best 19 out
of any 2 paddlers there.

CW Initialy | wasbummedabout just squirt-
ing. Once we got there, Dan Gavere and |
realized the other competitorswereserious-
and really good paddlers! We didn't want to
lose, so we decided we needed to 'be here,
now." Assoon as | made that mental switch,
itwaseasier NOT toletthepressuregetinthe
way and | was able to rise to the occasion.

American Whitewater v March /April 2000



L

P n

AR E R R RN R R R R N TRy

Shane Benedict. Chief judge for the worlds, gives competitors the low-down on format.

Jimmy Blakeney (
Whiting (arms crossed) 1995 K-1 Men's Champ,
check practice runs.

JB ltwasdefinitely frustrating nottobeable
to compete...but judging was good experi-
ence

Whatwassurprising, or particularlyinter-
esting?

AB How the paddiers finished: the effect of
the pressure of competition and thesurge of
the wave.

JB Seeing how many factorsthere are that
affect performances. There was a lot of be-
hind-the-scenes pressure. 1t'swho's the best
on that day.

CW How high the skill level demonstrated
how popular the sport has become.

JB Thewomen! Some could have made the ;

first cut in the Men's competition.

CW Theformat and how it all played out was
incredible - seeding, etc. In the K1 Mens
FinalsCorran had the perfect ride, then Wick
did the same thing and added a split.

AB | wasamazed | didn't get the flu [asdid
several o the competitors, including World
Champion Eric Southwick, during the week
prior tothe event]. It wasalso interesting to
see al the effort that everyone put into get-
ting there and getting around once they
arrived in New Zealand: raising money, buy-
ing carack.

How will team selection and the timing of
the PreWorlds effect

your plan forthe year's competitive sched-
ule?

CW It definitely breaks up the loop.

What are your plans for competition this
year? SO many events!

CW Paddlersaregoing togowherethere's 1)
money, and 2) there's other good paddling
nearby.

What is your response to the
Outdoor play.com sponsor ship?

AB It has become the driving force, taking
over the sport.

American Whitewater v March /April 2000

JB It's the precursor of thingsto come...
CW Now that sponsorship is happening, itis
time for athletes to make a showcase of our
sport.

How will team selection and the timing of
the PreWorlds effect your plan for the
year's competitive schedule?

CW It definitely breaks up the loop.

What are other significanteventsthat will
influenceyour plans?
JB The Triple Crown [April, 2000]. The

Nolichucky and Rock Idand Rodeos, and the
Watauga River Race, will have $5k, $5k, and
$lk purses, respectively.

What are your goals for the year?

JB Tomaketheoutdoorplay.com seriesinto
Team Trials'event.' That way therewould be
months to prepare, to raise funding for the
team, practice, etc.

Your biggest challenges?
CW Not to fall off of any trucks!

Tracy Clapp, left and Eric Southwick

K-1 Men's Champion for '99, eagerley
try on team garb provided by Bula and
Lotus, Five-ten, and Freestyle.

World Freestyle Championship
December, 1999
Results Next page P>

Team USA Cahalk talk, led by team Manager, Christie Dobson
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World Freestyle Championship - December, 1999

Results
Mens OC

1ELI HELBERT

2 PAUL EAMES

3 BRIAN MILLER

4 CHRISHARRISON
5 JAMESWEIR

JR MEN K1

1 MARK BIRBECK

2 BRAD LUDDEN

3 ETHAN WINGER

4 STUART MOUNSEY

5 ANDREW SPINO-SMITH(

MENS C1

1 Paul "cheesy" Robertson
2 Andy Nicholi

3 Cedric Courbis

4 Allen Braswell

5 Brian Miller

WOMENS K1

1 Debs Pinniger
2 Julie Dion

3 Brooke Winger
4 AletaMiller

5 Niki Kely

MENS K1

1 ERIC SOUTHWICK
2 CORRAN ADDISON
3 STEVE FISCHER

4 RUSTY SAGE

5 ALEX NICKS

MENS SQUIRT

1ANDY BEDDINGFIELD(USA)

2 QLAY WRIGHT

3 BRENDAN MARK
4 TRACEY CLAPP
5 DAN GAVERE

WOMENS SQUIRT

1 BROOKE WINGER
2 LOUISE WIGMORE
3 MODICO TANAKA

4 RISA SHIMODA CALLAWAY

(GBR) Dagger-Centrifuge
(USA)Riot-Slice

(USA) Perception-Arc
(CAN)WS-Forplay

USA) Riot-Slice

(GBR) Pyranha Inazone
(GBR) Riot-Slice

(FRA) Dagger-Centrifuge
(USA) Perception-Arc
(USA) Pyranha-Inazone

(GBR)WS-X
(CAN)WSXXX

(UsA) WS-Forplay

(USA) Dagger-Centrifuge
(NzL) Eskimo-Machine

USA) WS FORPLAY
RSA) RIOT-SLICE
RSA) RIOT-SLICE
USA)

LF
e e |

{LISA)
LK}
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1999 US. Freestyle Kayaking Team

Men's E-1

Eric Jackson
Keith Liles
Dave Persolja
Brandon Knapp
Javid Grubbs

: i I
Men's K-1 continued g!ﬁf;?gﬁ;‘v{ejn
Rusty Sage
Taylor Robertson 0c-1
Eric Southwick ]
Tom Fredricks
K-1 Women Eli Helbert
(.) ¢ Chip Hogan
Jamie Coooper Brian Miller
Kelly Murphy
AletaMiller Squirt Men
Brooke Winger q .
Deb Ruehle Clay Wright
Erica Mitchell Ea_\n %atvere
ric Zitzow
K-1 Junior ?&yy%?dag;)ngneld
Nathan McDade
Brad Ludden irt Women
Andrew Spino-Smith Squirt Wo ‘_3
Ethan Winger Brooke Winger
William Crenshaw Deb Ruehle
Tracy Hines
- Kim Jordan
C1 Men Susan Wilson
Eric Jackson Alt: Risa Shimoda Callaway
Brian Miller
ﬁg‘r; '\Iﬂiad“gsrso” Team Manager:
Christie Dobson

Load Up On

Style, Function, Innovation, and Service

odntain

RF

sssbbecause it works?

Call for free catalog

S01-746-5569
Made with pride in Friendsville, MD

WA ounlaineuU s SO
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veet ENC Wick™ Southwick

2000 Freestyle Champion

1.8

Interview by Ouldoorplay.com
Photos by Tanya Shuman

— et

At age 24, you are the new
FreestyleWorld Champion!
Congratulations!

Thanks.

Give us the play-by-play. How
did you win it?

Well, the finalswere tough.
Sudden Death iswhat they call
the format. Each paddler takes
onerideand the worst rideis
eliminated. 5to 4, 4t03,3to
2,2tol.

Likegwusical ﬁhlairs’ga” o
Yep, but psychologicallygruel-
ing. N@(Fl)\l%kswent firstand
flushed. Thistook a lot of
stressoff;as| now didn't have
to do much to advance. Seve
Fisher went next and ripped.
All'l hadto dowasa spinand a
shuvit. planwasto do only
that and [earn the wave alittle
more for the next round... con-
servethe energy. | conserved
energy all right! On my ride, |
only did a spinand a shuvit

and a big fatwash. It wasall |
Reeded to advance to the Final

Did that make you a bit ner-
vous&;omg into the next
round?
| knew | had to step up to the
late and turn on the heat. |
ad a fantasticride, but then
Seve Fisher had one aswell.
He left the battle for the 3rd
spot to Rusty Sage and Corran
Addison. Both had equally
good rides but came offthe
wave early.

Did you think you had made it
at that point?

Stting in the eddy, we didn't
know who was going to be
knocked out - Corran or Rusty.

The announcer called Corran's

name to be sent out and
Rusty's heart sailed. You could
seetotal disappointmentin
Corran's face.

Bummer!

Yeah, but then suddenly the
announcer realized he made a
mistake. Rusty was out and
Corranwasin the Final 3/

Ouch. That hurts.

Yeah, it was sweet for Corran
though. Total changeofemo-
tions for both competitors. |
could relate frommy experi-
enceat U.S. Team Trials.

Wewerethe final 3, Corran
went first.He threw his sickest
ride yet, He didn't stop for the
full 30 seconds. Steve Fisher
went next and did the same.

Were you nervous at this
point? Everybody's watching
and the other two had wicked
rides!

Yeah, | had two impressive and
difficultridesto beat. The pres-
surewas on me. No time to be
conservative, | threw 6 vertical
ends at the last 6 seconds.
Fisher walked with the Bronze.

So it came down to you and
Corran in the final round for
the World Champion Title.
Corran went firstand pulled a
full 30-second ridewith all the
glitz and glamour. Coming out

of the eddy, hesiucka
shuvit enfry move, which /
was risky but atime
saver for variety.

Corran likesto take
risksl

(laughs) He blunted
left,and then right,
and that racked up his rartefy
score. He stuck a clean spin.

No pressure now, right Wick?
Well, | knew the ride | had be-
forewouldn't be enough.
Corran'sclean spin was a super
point scorer.

How do you beat aride like
that when the pressureis on?
Instead oftrying a clean spin, |
thought 1 would try and stick a
split at the end of my ride.

Nice! (Talk about risks) Guess
it was" now or never” time
huh?

Asplit hasahigher variety
scoreand technical score. My
planwasto let it all hang out.

It obvioudy worked. You are
the World Champ now!

It did work. Coming onto the
wave, I stuck every move, but
not without having to pull all
that | had | eftin me. When the
10-second buzzer went off;/ sef
up for the left hand cartwheels
-1,2,3,4 1ook for the timely
placement to stick the split,
and then SPLITI!! | couldn't be-
lieveit. | had donethe split a
second beforethe buzzer.

American Whitewater v March /April 2000

Of course, wasn't that the
plan?

Yesit was, and the plan
worked, | realized that my
dreamhad cometrue. | was
the new World Champion.

Right on. How was the overall
organization at the event?

For as many obstaclesasthe
organizers had to overcomeat
the last minute, the competi-
tion went reasonably smooth.
The judging was some ofthe
best that | have ever seen (led
by Shane Benedict). There was
agood vibe surroundingthe
crowd and the competitors.

Athletesdidn't get much prac
tice time. What was the deal
with the water down there?
The government owned power
company, (Sic), had guaran-
teed water release during and
prior to the Worlds Competi-
tion. Unfortunately between
the time ofthe World'shid and
the actual Worlds Competition,
the power company was sold to
the private sector and the bot-
tomline was dollars, not the
competition.

Did the bad water situation in
New Zealand hurt you in the
competition?

This probably helped mein the
end. The river would pulse four
timesa day. | was used to the
unpredictable wave. You had to
be super aggressive, but willing
towait whenit wasn't there.
The pile on the wave would
come and go making moues
very tricky and difficult.



The lack of water must have
been a difficult situation for
the event organizers to deal
with. What is being doneto
ensure this doesn't happen at
the next Worlds?

Downin NZ, the Worlds Com
mittee met to discussthe fu-
ture ofour sport and the site
for the 2001 World Champion-
ships.

The future on the sport seems
to be the topicon the%/ear.
Many people feel that freestyle
kayaking I's on the precipice of
exploding, similar to what
snowboarding did 5 years ago.
Yeah, you hear that alot.

Do you think the sportis
poised to deal with the growth
Itis currently experiencing?
The sPort is changing very
rapidly and when anything
grows fast you experience
growing pains. | think that we
will be ableto meet the de-
mands ofthe futureaswe sail
into the new millennium.

You are an optimist Wick.
With huge growth come
equally huge challenges and
responsibilities. Who do you
think will address these chal-
lenges as we moveinto the
new millennium?

I think the people who are the
most likely to profit fromthese
ventureswill addressthe prob-
lems. These people | believe
arethe manufacturers.

Really? In a sport like
Windsurfing, which isfar
smaller than kayaking, the
manufactures support the top
athletes to the tune of paying
them salaries of 50+ K per
year. Why are the paddlesports
manufacturers so far behind?
| don't know, but i fany one
has an angleon this onelet
me know.

What are the single biggest
factors that need to be ad-
dressed in order for Freestyle
Kayaking to makeit to the
next level?

First, the organization that
governsthe sport needsto
evolve.

What are the other big factors
to consider?

Well, the way the sport is
viewed by spectatorsneedsto
improve. Also, we need to get it
on 7V.

The TV. thing seems like a
major piece of the puzzle. Why
won't the media buy into the
sport today, asitis?

| think that media isincreas-
ingly becoming more attracted
to the sport, especially in Eu-
rope.

What needs to happen?

We need a scoreboard that in-
teractswith the viewers. Thisis
oneofmy projectsthat | am
trying to undertake. Second,
the corporate sponsorsneed to
comein and bring TV with
themto gain the exposure
needed to make it worth spon-
soring an event.
Outdoorplay.com has taken a
big step In the right direction
with the 2000 EreestuleCham
pionship Series.

If Marlboro came in today and
threw down $1 million to
sponsor competitions, would
you support it?

It would depend on how they
used my image for promotion,
and how my personal sponsors
feltabout the event. It'stheir
image |'mwearing and por-
traying.

meet ENC \VVicke Southwick

So if everyone were OK. with
it, you'd support atitle spon-
sor like Marlboro?

Tes. The reason { would do this
isbecauseeventhough | don't
smoke, | think leshould
havethe right to choose.

How about Playboy magazine,
with the contingency that ev-
eryone had to put a bunny on
their boat?

(Lawﬁhs) Againit would depend
on what my current Sponsors
thought.

So where will the next World
Championships be?
Adecisionwas made to hold
the eventin Spain. Thereisa
written contract guaranteeing
water and media for the event.
The siteis being constructed to
the specificationsofthe Worlds
Committee. Therefore,com-
petitorshave the perfecthole
for performance.

Airplane tickets to Spain aren't
cheap. Traveling to event after
event must be an expensive

lifestyle. How do you do it?

| live on my credit cards when
Sponsor's money runsout. HA
HA PLEREES) No Fealy though,
my family has been very sup-
portive, and they've really
helped make my dream come
true. Thanks Mom, Dad, and
Grandma "you kick asd"

What about your sponsors?
Who are they?

Wave Sport, NET-tel, Bula and
Shaman Productrs] aremy pre
mier sponsors. They support
me financial Iy.ngeZming and
Oros help, along with
FreestyleWatches, Eive-Ten&
Lotus Desians.

Any special thanks?

Jim Kenefick, the owner of
NET-tel Communications, has
been a great supporter. He al-
ways encouraged me to follow
my dreams. Hetold me, "Do
what you love and the money
will follow.” 1 don't know about

the money part but | know |
MII alwaysberichinloveand
ife.

Kids Area,
Over 100 Gear
and Arts & Craft
Vendors
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Invites you to joinus for the
2000 Cheat River Festival!

Great Music

Great Food
Great Fun

All this fun takes placeon the
beautiful Cheat River in Albright, WV
For more info please check out our site
www.cheat.org or call 304-329-3621.
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Well, you do have akiller busi-
ness!

Yeah, Shaman Products. We
started out producing Smiley
Nose Plugs, and are now in the
processofexpanding the line.
Tanya, and | want to grow the

For therecord, who is Tanya...
My business partner and girl-
friend. Sheismy best friend
and | love her very much!

Well, we've seen the amazing
boat racksthat you design and

Yes, | hopeto get the boat
racksinto storesall acrossthe
nation. In mid January, I will
have picturesand info for any
buyer. You can contact me at
(301)526-1122 or at
wickedh2o@hotmail.com

Alright Wick. Thank you so
much for taking thetimeto
talk with us. One last ques-

tion... For therecord, how wet
iswet?

Tongue sizding, laughuble,
playful ,and loveable with surf-
ing and bluntsin between!

businessinto a formidablecor-
porationin hopesthat some-
onewill buy Itinthe future.

build. Areyou interested in .
continuing that project? Wheat about boat design? What
isthe next step in the freestyle
kayak design evolution? (be-
yond 2000)?

Now i fl told you all the se-
crets, my worth as a designer
would go away. Letsjust say
that It will be exciting.

From the World Champion,
that saysit all.

rifewater |
odeo

merican Whitewater

Friday - May 19

April 7-9, 2000
Hollsonple, PA

Lia g Exly indg gl
L L e st i T I
na=ignsrpagy; hEnl

9:00 - 5:00 Freestyle Hole Riding Pro | Wi oend your particieation

Prelims 1

6:00 - 9:00 Check-in at the Runway, must | g

be pre-registered | i ’
W Saturday - May 20 BE HERE

9:00-5:00 Freestyle Hole Riding Expert
prelims  Smiley and Pro Finals.

Squirt competition and Head-to-Head
Downriver race ;
L2 7:00pm-?? PARTY with live music, met bl

. mdinner, huge silent auction and raffle
$5,000 Pro Cash Purse as the first of ($5.00 per person)
three events on the OutdoorPlay.com :

o el Sunday - May 21 - '
Freestyle Championship Series! 9:00 - 5:00 Freestyle Hole Riding Beg & ;
Ocoee Rodeo is also the 2000 US

) Sport classes prelims and finals,
Freestyle Team Trails

Haen. sner or Shime |, Thery willl by domgihing or Svrrws

fisher casurshop el wra

) finals for Expert. Free Riding Competi- ' = Liva amlortalmment

Watch some of the hottest boaters in the tion. Aire Raft Race. Final awards Thamin is Feirpes wii REALEel LI F b meia g [ nnet
country compete for cash and fame! and volunteer raffle at 4-:00pm a1 Fimwpervst Rusdurvenn & buy wvesi in » Party
New Party Site: The Runway, Route 68 e T ey

y . y, ROu ' Crmbrae dia rlep e e Elesoreeh Baer # Sllent Aocllong
Copper Hill, TN Note: Schedule is subject to change up | D maisty bn pubiic smppon Ton Stnevcront v & i@ Viender
M Monday - May 15 until the morning of " watershed is included in the PA Department of n .
. atrat " g of competition. Canservation and Natural Resources "River of the !nvnonmenta Exhibits

By 5:00pm Pre-Registration Deadline by Year 2000." The Rendezvous will serve as the kick off |

H H 5 w ey 3 ed
mail, online or phone. event tor the year long "River atthe Year 2000 o Amateur Rod

Jayne H. Abbot, Events Director

American Whitewater I m events. This party/celebration will have something for ® Flat water canoe race

Leveryone. Lets make a bi h this year! ® Class FV sgreams
—e Limited rafttrips_____1

|1'r4- J &_'f fmn .

NO ON-SITE REGISTRATION! This is final

registration date. =P, Box 842

Weaverville, NC 28787
Thursday - May 18 828-645-5299
6:00 - 9:00 Check-in at the Runway, must be g»g 15 5983 fax

pre-registered

JHAbbot@aol.com P _-.:J.__._.ﬂ.l':_ AOCKY MOUNTAIG [LAVAK
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AMERICAN WHITEWATER’s 2000
SCHEDULE OF RIVER EVENTS

Come cdebrate whitewater riversacrosscountry through American
Whitewvate's world famousfestivalsand competitions.

AVERICAN WHITEWATER FESTIVALS

Talulah Festival April 1 Talulah, GA Mary Beth Bundrick T-THATTE R e amsaniaing com
Tennessee Paddle 2K April 7-9 Wartburg, TN Dae Robinson A23-637-8193 daler@planete.com

Stoney Creek Rendezvous ~ April 8-9 Johnstown, PA Steve Podratsky H14-Z66-5744 mantonik@surfshep.nel

3rd Annual French Broad River Festival, May 5-6, Asheville, NC Chris Donochod HZA-ZD6- 1209

Salmon River Whitewater Festival July 8-9  Pulaski, NY Dan Murn J15-258-6475 dmurmi pacs. cryTic.org
Sacandaga Festival July 15 Hadley, NY John Duncan S1E-686-5710 nnlear@iglobal 2000.net
Black River Festival July 22-23  Watertown, NY ChrisKall 3156520397 ckoll1234@aol.com
Deerfield Festival July 29 Charlemont, MA Mike Coleman THI-GAG-6T44 colemanmé@beaconarch.com
"Dont Cal ThisaFestival River Rendezvous." September 2-4,Belfort, NY/Beaver River ChrisKoll  #15-552-#357 ckolll 2 aol.com

Gauley Festival September 16  Summersville, WV Phyllis Horowitz Q14-586-2155 whitehZo@catskill.net
Russell Fork Rendezvous ~ October 6-8  Hayd, VA Brent Austin 606-275-2011 surfin@kyminnet.ory
MooseRiver Festival October14  Old Forge, NY ChrisKoll 315-652-K397 ckolliZH@aol.com

NEW! FROM WATERWORKS PRODUCTIONS

——F—— w1 I § IF. YOU USE A PADDLE
:-"'Fr & VaCIClleI‘ S vou ArRE-AT RISK. .

. REDUCE iT.

e

The 54 Minute Video includes:

: |
(LT ¢ . Ve VIHE .
: [ 58 I ra“.ler * An extensive flexibility session
* An intense rotator cuff targeted workout
¢ 1 0.95 * An effective pre-boating warm-up

gy

To order CALL Nantahala Outdoor Center ® 1-800-367-3521

(www.noc.com/store.htm)

NEW PRICES on these “Cutting edge rnstruction. .. "Re-liue Ehe
| ESSENTIAL VIDEOS from that never gets old". Madness!”
' A ks
LO> o r‘W o The Adventures of
Nandﬂ productions, tnc BOFA%SggImIm‘OL e,
24.95
Bonesteel Films, Inc. m $29.95 $

American Whitewater v March / April 2000
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American Whilewater Cascade Series

Aseries of American Whitewater premier level races from mild(er) to wilder held across the country.

Chuck's Race @ South Yuba Gathering, April 22, Nevada County, CA Dave Good 530-477-2722 wolfcreek@gv.net
Canyon Creek Extreme Race May 4 Clark County, WA Keith Jensen 503-285-0464 acks@teleport.com
French Broad River Race  May 6 Asheville, NC Chris Donochod 828-236-1209
Great FalsRace June4 Great Palls, VA Greg Morrison 301-263-9572  kavuday@aol.com
Black River Race July 22 Watertown, NY Chris Koll 315-652-8397 cko111234@aol.com
Gore Canyon Race August 19-20 Kremmling, QO Paul Tefft 970-923-3955 enviro@rof.net
'Kussell Fork Kace October 7 Hayst, VA Brent Austin BRIt surlin@kymtnnet.org
Gauley River Race TBA Summersville, WV Donnie Hudspeth 304-658-5016 dhud@geoweb.net
Moose River Race October 15 Old Forge, NY Chris Koll 315-652-8397 cko111234@aol.com
RiversLiv 2000 Series- Presented by American Whitewater
Kern River Festival April14-16  Kernville, CA Terry Valle 818-340-3083 tvalle@ix.netcom.com
Trinity River FreestyleRodeo April 21-22  Rig Flat, CA David Steinhauser 530-623-6293 splash@trinityriverrafting.com
New River Rodeo April 28-30  McCoy, VA Roanoke Co. Pks/Rec 540-387-6078 x251 rshowalter@co.roanoke.va.us
Oregon Cup April 29- May 7
Maupin Daze April 29-30  Maupin, OR Dave Slover 541-395-2201 allstar@telesport.com
Oregon Surf Of May 2 Pacific City, OR Dave Slover, 541-395-2201 all star@telesport.com
Canyon Creek Extreme Race, May 4 Clark County, WA Keith Jensen 503-285-0464 acks@teleport.com
Sunset Fallsor the Wheel Rodeo May 5, Clark County, WA Keith Jensen 503-285-0464 acks@tel eport.com
Bob's Hole Rodeo May 6-7 Estacada, OR Keith Jensen 503-285-0464 acks@teleport.com
Bigfork Whitewater Festival May 26-29 Bigfork, MT LindaWoods 406-862-2801 wildmile@hotmail.com
CoosaRiver Whitewater Festival, May 26-28 Wetumpka, AL Lonnie Carden 334-272-0952 knewton@hellsouth.net

Wyoming Whitewater Championship NEW DATE, June 3-4 , Jaskson Hole, WY, Aaron Pruzan, 307-733-2471jacksonholekayak@wyoming.com

Potomac Whitewater Festivallune 2-4

Union MUTES Freestyle Festival, June9-1T Engl
Headwaters Championship/FiBARK, June 15-18, Salida, CO

Animas River Days June 23-25

Great Falls, VA Greg Morrison

Engiewood, CO Shawn Hartje
Mike Harvey

Durange, QO Nancy Wiley

301-263-9572
304-Z92-6679
719-530-0360
970-259-3893

kavuday @aol.com
wvhartje@aol.com
fatface@amigo.net
info@riversports.com

Gauley Fes! Electrical Guru Denis McLane
has been hard ai it since 1992 lighting uwp
the evenl. Il's grown 1o be too much of a
responsibility for ane persan 1o handle,
and we're laaking lor one of (preferably)

two slecirical types 1o assis! Denis and
keep him from completely burning out. You
needn’l be a licensed glectrician o
voluniger. Interested? We could really use
your help. Contact Phyllis Harowitz for
details (914-586-2355;
whiteh2oEcatskill.net)
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RiversLiv 2000 Series- Presented by American Whitewater continued

Skyfest June24-25  Index, WA Jock Bradley 206-368-5648 whiteh2o@home.com
Gorge Games Freestyle Event, July 10-11  Hood River, CR John Trujille (Tree) 541-386-8751 info@outdoorplay.com
Black River Festival Rodeo (begand sport only), July 23, Watertown, NY Nancy Wed 315-592-4576 fishinsp@hotmail.com
Ottawa River Rodeo September 2-4 Bryson, QB Paul Sevcik 416-222-2223  paul @equinoxadventures.com
Kootenay Rodeo September 2-4 Castlegar, BC Gerry Harmon 250-362-2128 gharmon@bcgas.com

OutdoorPlay.com Freestyle Championship Series, In partnership with American Whitewater
Where the Pro's compete for $5,000 in CASH PRIZES per event. Overall winner's CASH PURSE ($7,500).
(applies to Pro K-1M, K-1W, G-1 & 0C-1 only)

( Ocoee Whitewater Festival May 19-21 Ducktown, TN Jayne Abbot 828-645-5299 jhabbot@aol.com
sm==Dcoee [Sals0 2000 U.S. Team Trials event =
{ South Bend Freestyle Championship, August 18-20, South Bend, Il. ~ Outpost Sports 219-259-1000 info@outpostsports.com
( Wausau Freestyle Kayak Championship ~ August 25-27, Wausau, W1 Julie Walraven 715-845-5664 design@dwave.net
OTHER EVENTS
Immersion Research Triple Crown, First 3wksof April NCand TN Penstock Productions LLC , 828-268-0676  www.penstockproductions.com
Gillman Talls Rodeo April m 0Old Town, ME John Miligan Z07-8Z7-6111 otoymca@aol.com
South YubaGathering April 22-23  Nevada County, CA Dave Good 530-477-2722 wolfcreek@gv.net
Cheat River Festival and Race, May 6 Albright, Wv Kerry Manier 304-329-3621 foc@cheat.org
KananaskisRiver Festivdl  May 27-28 AB Tony Palmer tpal mer @tel usplanet.net
Lochsa Festival CANCELLED
Clear Creek Festival June3-4 Golden, QO ‘Chuck Cremer 303-277-0133
Galfatin Whitewater Festival June 10-11 Bozeman, MT Danna Heins 406-522-8708montanapadd| ers@ahoo.com
Willow River Paddlefest June 16-18 Prince George, BC Rick Brine 250-964-7400
Pre-World Championsnips  June 28-July ain
American River Festival TBA Placerville, CA Susan Debret-Welter 530-626-3435
Export A- AWhitewater Rodeo Challenge  October 7-8 Bryson, QB  Paul Sevcik 416-222-2223  paul @eguinoxadventures.com
“East Coast Kodeo Surt Circuit
Wrightsville Beach Surf Kayak Rodeo  May TBA, Wrightsville Beach, NC, LydiaMcCormick 910-256-4445
Ocean City Kayak Surf Festival September TBA, Ocean City, NJ, Jim Caterina 609-728-0171

Outer Banks Surf Kayek Rodeo NEW DATE, September 9-10, Nags Head, NC, Pam Malec 252-441-6800 pam@Xkhsports.com
Folly Beach Surf Kayak Rodeo NEW DATE, October 21-22, Folly Beach, SC, Carol Townsend  843-762-8106 prch2o@bellsouth.net
North MyrtleBeach Surf Kayak Rodeo  October 28, No. Mvrtle Beach, BT, Hiz I

¥
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Photo by M.L. Lincola

You will not suffer 'reentry syn-
drome' until you've been out of this
world. Until you have touched, seen,
become a part o the Other World,
heard its call and felt the magnetic
pull togo back OUT o thisworld,
and return to Nature's.

]
r

You will never be homesick until you havea
home.

You will not suffer 'reentry syndrome' until you've been
out of thisworld. Until you have touched, seen, become a
part of the Other World, heard its call and felt the magnetic
pull to go back OUT o thisworld, and return to Nature's.

Reentry takes many forms, its pulse not thesamein
each individual, but the greatest manifestation o this syn-
dromewon't be denied. Frustration. The frustration of not
being able to explain the Other World to someonewho
hasn't been there. Where one person will feel ostracized by
this disconnection, another will feel aloof and pleased.
Some will be angry, some joyous, others thwarted and dis-
gusted with theworld they live and work in. Some even fed
guilty for having experienced what the others have not and
cannot share.

Among this disparate group there isagaggle of souls
whose Other World isthe Colorado Plateau, its rivers, its
sibling canyons and tributaries; who have experienced the
pain o reentry over and over again. Both blessed and cursed
by this nagging, they nonetheless hold tight to the experi-
ence, because no one can take from them the fact that they
have been there. Athing to covet.

My yearsin Glen Canyon, before its damming, initiated
me into thisambivalent fraternity, and left such a mark on
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me that | can see, smell, and fed it asif I'd left it only yes-
terday. Something zoomsin to remind me of the place
and...zap! I'm there in an instant. At times that makes me
fedl like the most fortunate human being on this earth...at
other times, the most devastated.

We Riverphilesare plagued as soon aswe leavethe
sounds of living river behind. Since | can't heed the call but
two, maybe three times a year, the stimulus will begin afew
daysbeforetake-out, along with a nagging apprehension
about how long before I’ll be here again?.soon?..next
year?..never?Because of that, | will look more intently at
each detail; inhale and store memory o the smells, tracksin
sand and mud, temperature dof the water in acertain pot-
hole, aseep, abirdnest | saw passing beneath an overhang-
ing limb, asteep set of Moki steps up slick-rock —then put it
all on 'save' for coping with the messwe call civilization—
that world where | do whatever | have to do in order to re-
turn to this one. Those last days| won't even recall the
magical places I've so recently been—the ruins, waterfalls,
cathedrals, fluted canyons, potholes, cavesand cataracts—

because those places are still part of meand | have afew
more hours of discovery to heap on top of them.

Knowing | must get back towork, | will try to think
about where | have to be and when; just simple stuff —not
what | actually haveto do, prepare, wait for, or step over.
Yet those thoughts will skip from my brain swifter than a
bat scooping water from the river. | have trouble remem-
bering where | left my car; where's my wallet?am | sup-
posed to meet someone?are there extra clothes in my
trunk?Nothing findsa conclusion. | will even pass off, asif
itweren't afact, that within hours | won't be here...here on
thisriver. | just go on living in this Other World likeit's the
only world I've ever known.

How do | do that?

| step out of linear time and thinking, away from learned
experiences...into dreamtime. For days—weeks if I'm on a
long trip—I empty my brain, wash the decks of my mind to
livewithin the moment, the hour, the present. In this place.
Untutored, my imagination and intuition rise to embrace
these exquisite surroundings. | don't calculate or plan, just
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takeital in, alerting all my sense to respond to Nature and
her stimuli-to accept it, become a part of it and move bliss-
fully along with the flow of theriver. | become light sensi-
tive, adjust to shapes and motion rather than ways and
means.

It isendemic that we cannot achieve this state in aflash,
until we get our footing, so to speak, in this Other place.
Our hangover from social living preventsit. If we're lucky,
given aday or afew hours, wewill begin to merge with the
terrain and thewild lifeaready in place, and will not fall
from aledge any more than a coyote from a cliff or a bird
from its perch, because the primitive in our nature, what
littleis left, will lead us. But if we do not go to the Other
World prepared to enter asin a dream, without learned in-
formation, we will not know it—worse, it cannot speak to
uUs.

There are more people than you would guesswho have
never reentered— or have ended it right there by choice—
like Buzz Holmstrom, thefirst solo boatman down the
Green and Colorado rivers from Wyoming through the
Grand Canyon to Reservoir Mead. He couldn't cope with life
in cities, even his hometown. Instead, he built his houses
(boats) and took them to the rivers (hisreal home). Some of
us live hdf in half out of that Other World-floating like sal-
sify plumes, drifting, swirling in the air of fakery that sur-
rounds us.

Step lightly.

When your friends have just come off the river or awil-
derness hike, give them space—try not to ask serious ques-
tions, or have them concentrate on a problem—they're still
"out there" not at all ready for this brain-battering, rivet

-Cl'l|| Uy A oy uoAeR]) Dusgad

machine we livein and must deal with. Quitelikely they are
wishing they were not here with you at all. Maybe they are
having the sort of feelings I've partially described in All My
RiversAre Gone:

"...Looking at people, | see ariver flowing over their
faces; across a page of script a sandstone cliff looms; down
the asphalt, a narrow fluted canyon twists; in traffic | hear a
rapid's roar, forget what I'm supposed to be doing. | haven't
‘come down' yet. My wilderness high would |ast for weeks,
and even after it began to fade, in quiet moments | could
cadl it up and make it last long enough to regenerate my
spirit. When | could no longer do that. | used the memory
asa bromide to put meto sleep.”

But there was more. Along about sunset I'd find mysdlf
stopping wherever | was, whatever doing, waiting for some-
thing. What? Then, one late afternoon, standing on a busy
hillside street in Hollywood, it connected. | waswaiting for
the wind to change from up canyon to down—fdt it there
in the passing traffic, remembering its brush against my
skin! At night if there was static on the radio, I'd hear our
campfire crackling; often wake up with my arm asleep from
hanging it over the bed, feeling for the river, the sand, the
stream, the sandstone. In dreams | would smell the river's
silty, earthy essence and breath it in, deeply. After rowing
my own boats—weeksor months later, at odd timesand in
obscure places, my palmswould itch, pulling me back to
theriver.

We're not crazy, those of uswho have these flash dances
with wilderness. Weve been given the gift o finding away
back to our private zone in the natural world, and mostly
we don't give a damn if anyone understands our behavior or
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not. Take note of people whosay they have "been there" but
have not—they will talk about it long and loudly. Those who
have, don't.

| had no reentry problems after my first fast and furious
trip in the Grand— four of usin a 21 foot Chriscraft diesel
powerboat, leaving Lee's June 16, 1953, arriving Pierce's
Ferry six dayslater —| had hardly been gone. Everything
went by so fast | didn't have time to focus on anything but
staying alive while running every rapid onariver moving at
66,000 cubic feet per second. Back at work, it was nonstop
yapping to anyone who would listen-and some who
wouldn't— dramatizing the hairiest parts o the journey, the
biggest rapids, the narrowest canyons, the wild adrenaline
rushes.

But | got nospirit of that magnificent place other than it
was unlike any other, bigger than all hell, full of wild water
and the softest sand 1'd ever felt on lo-n-n-n-n-g wide, drift-
wood-piled beaches. (I can be grateful that | wasn't
crammed into a motorized pontoon with 50 other dudes
who get far less of the canyon's essence now on afive-day,
half-run. Eat your heart out!) But | hadn't really "been
there" then, any more than they have now.

My first symptoms broke crysalis the next year after one
float trip on the San Juan and two more in Glen Canyon,
each marked by a bewildered loathing to return to work and
the place where | worked; each successive reentry manifest-
ing itself stronger and longer. Because in the Glen's sensu-
ous, gentle beauty and Silence | had time...a soft ticking of
the oars...to take a good look at where | was; discover its
hidden secrets, and alow the canyon's primitive spirit to
spark a memory in my own genes. Only then did | fully un-
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derstand what I'd been handed. The rarest of privileges. An
everlasting gift. A treasure that was going to add limitless
depth and meaning to my life. Shape it. Changeit.

When we become involved in an intimate relationship
with aplace we are asking for the same kind of turmoil,
frustration, rapture, devotion and loss that we experience
when wefall in love with a person. Actually, if wedon't have
such arelation, love or a deep and abiding friendship with
the place, we haven't "been there." Been through there, you
could say —looked at it, but didn't really see it. If someone
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|
asked you a question about it's intimate nature; the colors,  describing...that somehow in my soul | held something which
smells, sounds, the fed of the place, would you be able to was totally personal and private...And it is this awareness of
tell them?Did you want to embrace it, know all about it, absence in others which is perhaps the most profound of the
learn its moods, enjoy touching its parts, feel an emotional ~ ‘reentry" experience.”

contact with the plants-water-earth-sand-rock? Did you fed

welcomed there, relaxed, at peace? If so, you have "been Brad Dimock, coauthor of The Doing of the Thing and
there" and as so, you will want to return. a Grand Canyon boatman for many years says. "For many o
When | returned to Grand Canyon in the summer of us, reentry is the hardest and most disturbing part o the river

1955 for an oar-driven float in the"Cat boats" (thesadirons — experience. Having just recently discovered (or rediscovered)
Norm Nevills designed for two passengers and a boatman—  an entirely different world, it iswrenchingly difficult to leave
not two 'snouts' filled with air) | knew the heart-stopping it, to return to the so-called rea world. Which, one wonders,
significance of. "being there" as opposed to " been-there- isthe real world after all?

done-that." Adrenaline flowed, but it was no roller coaster "The more one comes to know and love the River and the

ride, it was alesson in how the earth was put together; how  solace it brings to the soul, the more miserable reentry can
insignificant we are in the overal plan; how littlewe know  be. Those of uswho spend our lives on the River experience

and will ever know; and that the best we can do for our- the symptoms on an even greater scale. The end-of-the season
selvesin our little time, isto try to discover who weare, blues can be devastating, and worst o al isthe time when a
then make the best of it. boatman must leave theriver entirely for family, health, or
fortune. Many o us never fully reenter, but live out our lives
Charles Eggert, who made a documentary filmin trapped in some limbo, torn between the pain of parting from
Grand Canyon back in the fifies—A Canyon Voyage—ex- the River, and the joy and vision it has given us to carry
plains his reentry phenomenon thisway: through life."
"..Maybe it's because the experience is so psychologi-
caly persona and ephemeral that it can't realy be trans- Serena Supplee, dear friend, artist and boatlady, paints

lated into words. [After 31 dayson theriver in 1955]...l felt  theriver and almost literally has the river with her when she
the most profound effect of reentry wasin relating to other  leaves. What's more she lives near the river, rowsits silky,
people once | got back atop the earth's crust again. | felt | ruffled, burbling, rolling surface at |least once aweek and of-
had been to a place which defied understanding or ten for many weeks at atime so, to her, reentry should belike
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Features Katieh e n‘.-r.img excerpts from her
hook, Al My Rivers Are Gone and

. . “« i . . .
Katie Lec recounts her years as a river-runner, Anyone Whoyﬂ’ed the living Colorado singing some of the songs she wrote on river
, L p—— — love these Tomps T ploneer L.
guide, and explorer in Glen Canyon. Fler "' o P trips in Glen Canyon.
- ; o ; Glen Canyoneer, Katie Lee”- Ed Abb
descr.lptlc.)ns of this mc.zgnlﬁfent desert oasis Doneer, & CD $18 postpaid
and its rich archaeological ruins are a paean CD $18 postpaid Cassette $14 postpaid
to paradise lost Cassette $14 postpaid

Paperback $20 postpaid

Send check or money order to: Katie Lee, PO Box 395, Jerome AZ 86331
For speaking engagements, concerts and publicity interviews, pleasecall Katie Lee(520) 634-8075 or e-mail Katydiduverdenct.com

——
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cloud dancing-no problem. She often won't finish a painting
while she's in the canyon, but brings it home to work on,
which in essence, puts her back on the river. She agrees
that's true aslong as she's painting, but when she stops to
attended the myriad chores o thisworld, life becomes oil on
water that can't be homogenized. She grows frustrated and
AT over the way nothing fitsinto a logical or sincere
rhythm and flow, the way Nature and the River arrange
things. (Haveyou noticed when Nature hasago at rearrang-
ing Her Earth, things comes out clean, beautiful, pristine?
When we have a go, ours resembles the rubble in the nest of
amega packrat gone berserk). She doesn't want to think
about how rough it would be if she didn't have theriver to
return to.

Other World: Serenasitson The Ledgesafter dinner, as
she has so many wondrous nights, under the glow of aan al-
most full moon. Thewater is high, rushing and surging un-
der the stratified tablesalong the water's edge...thewind is
warm, the rocks clean, the river restless; an upstream eddy
and a downstream current argue in awhirlpool until they
disappear beneath the surface. Shelooks up. Within the or-
bit of the moon's glow no stars shine but above the rim they
swim inaseaof rich indigo; strips of angel-hair clouds ride
west to east on a high wind over the monoliths. Looking
down, almost in a trance she watches a thin strand of mol-
ten silver backlight the cliff, then slide eerily down its edge
to burst open upon the river's swirls.

Paintsit.
| buy it. Just looking at it calms my spirit.

Adam Stem, amember o the Glen Canyon Institute
and a budding writer noted a particularly difficult reentry
following a second meeting with the Green River:

"Thefirst visit was breathtaking, the return visit was...
breathgiving. But by the time | approached the airport, | felt
like my spirit was being squeezed into asnug piece o
Tuppenvare after it had just spent aweek expanding in the
sun. Sad, because | fet like | was giving up the week's gains.

In retrospect, however, | think the long-term benefits
justify the pain of reentry. That's why we return to sacred
places. The trials and scares we encounter in thewild, as
well asthe awe, are Good. The experience o living in the
real world, [Nature's] as opposed to the human construct,
grants the ability to separate real problemsin your lifefrom
imagined ones. This provides perspective to get on with the
task o living, if you're brave enough, or to humbly accept
your failingsif you're not.

Beit asweaty hike up Pyramid Peak in the Adirondacks,
asunbaked scramble up Green River canyon walls, or a mys-
tical float through Glen Canyon, reentry demands a physical
returnto rank and utter bullshit (comfortsof home ex-
cepted) but with aspirit strengthened, wisened by the expe-
rience, more equipped for living ...maybe."
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in the wide open it's alittle better, they spread out, build
rooms that look like living outside; but even then, under
glass. So it rains on you...You get wet at 100 degrees or
over, what's that? And there's a little sand in your bed—Oh,
| can think of alotta people who should never go with-

out sand in their beds. And the sun...strong, all
day...weathers you up a bit. Devoid of powder and paint, the
face takes on alittle character, not just from the sun, but
from relaxing into the real you. | can't even be lavish with
my sorrow for those made-up people, because they don't
care...they don't know.

But I'm so glad Gina came with us...such a grand person
to have on the trip. She's one of usand understands why we
feel aswe do about our Canyon...I sang for quite awhile to-
night, out on the lawn...turned in and thought about civili-
zation tomorrow. Oh, Lord, if only we could be ourselves in
that world...but they'd takeit al and leave you nothing if
you were...s0 0n go the protective covers. Sad.

Sunday - July 15th - Bright Angel Lodge- Rim
< When | said good-bye, | didn't feel very good inside.
~ Therethey were, those four little white birds (the Cat boats)

e . - dl nosed together on the sand below the bridge—aswe as-
- ‘#.,.._ i - cended they got smaller and smaller, and | got sadder and
- i sadder...while the River kept calling...calling. | got on the

£ . right side of the Packer and had the first mule behind him.
What we all mean to say here is, the Other World can Thisaverrreeeey smart move...the farther back, the more

show you ways of doing things more compatiblewith your
nature, talents and peace of mind, like the River and Glen

Canyon did for me. | only wish | could return the favor, set
those rivers free of aneurisms and let the life blood of our P d d le
planet flow again! e a r

.COM

faunch worldwide ne

Humbly, | submit a navigational warning on the tricky
waters o reentry:

If you dearly love someone take them with you—you
could enter Nature's World asa larvae, and return to this
one aghost moth or a butterfly — unrecognizableto your
mates, or them to you.

]
With what remains of your primitive genes, you could
morph down there, combine with similar forms (read; boat- |
men-guide) and elect to reenter only on specific, altered,

[rIBWIae network

mostly unacceptable, terms. The fact that it was The River—
The Untamed — Nature's Other World that captured your 1 D D o
imagination and touched your primitive well-springs hasn't $ ,'
occurred to you as yet.
Navigate. Of

River Journal - Phantom Ranch - July 14.1956

....sun was gone when we rowed beneath the suspension
bridge. The eight (passengers) who take it from here are still
up on the rim, coming down tomorrow morning as we go
up. Boy, aren't we a bedraggled |ooking crew...| tell you this http://www . epaddler.com
old canyon makes you live hard. Too bad every man can't P
haveth)éfeel of theyelementsfirst hand. Humans under info@ePaddler.com 1
glass..what a sad thing. In the east they don't even know " P.0. Box 851 -- Bethel. Maine -- 04217
what you're talking about, the way of lifeisso different..Out
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dust, pardnuh!...'n for awhile | rid his i
mule, so | had a nice comfortable journey

up

(That evening)...we dressed for dinner
and went to the bar. | didn't want adrink.
Puss (one o the passengers) seemed to
fall right back into the slip-shed phoney
world with notrouble at all. Ginaand |
had more to shake off than he did, |
reckon...l couldn't get with it...didn't
want to dance, drink, listen to juke |
boxes... nothing but sit there on therim ||
and try to keepwhat was left of the Can-
yon stillness imprinted a little longer. But
he was jumpin’ and bumpin’ and shovin'
and suggestin' ..and | was trying to forget
where | was...trying to be down therein
the canyon with the rest of them. | wasal-
most rude. | finally gave up and said | was

tired. | was...df all the yakkity-yak. And
sorry for being so bored, because Puss
and Paul are nice fellows, just not able to
soak up stillness, or know where they've

been.

So, when the two deer stood in the
flood of headlights— frozen in silhouette ~ |
and fuzzy —| gasped at their beauty...and
longed for their kind o freedom. =3

Then the lights went out.

BECAUSE ORGANIZED SPORTS
ARE JUST SO FREAKIN' ORGANIZED.

perception”

ONE WITH WATER

PERCEPTION. THE LEADING MANUFACTURER OF WHITEWATER KAYAKS SINCE 1976
FIND OUT MORE: 1-800-59-KAYAK OR VISIT WWW.KAYAKER.COM.

Copyright: Katie Lee—June 1999

Lhe river, padding
gear from Mavarro®

will keen the waler oul. |

rotio Gamyon. Phobo by Kates Lea, 1857

WEATHER GEAR
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g fter reading Katie Lee's book All
My RiversAre Gong, | had to
meet her. Like so many o us, a

river trip changed her life. Her first trip
was down the Colorado River through
the Grand Canyon in 1953. When she
floated through Glen Canyon the next
year, she named many o the side can-
yons along the river. Her book captures
the essence of a river, the still beauty
punctuated by rapids, the new world
around each bend, the lullaby of sleep-
ing next to ariver, the fury of adesert
dust storm, the roar o aflash flood
that covered the river from bank to
bank with logs and debris, only to be
followed by stillness.

All My RiversAre Gone is a journal
recounting several of Katie'strips
through Glen Canyon in the fifties,
when she rarely saw anyone on the
Colorado River. Like the flooding of the
canyon itself, Glen Canyon Dam creeps
dowly into the pages. In chapter 21,
Big Dam Foolishness, shewrites o re-
ceiving aletter from Clyde Eddy of the
American Whitewater Affiliationin
1960. Hetalked of the fally of the Bu-
reau of Reclamation's desert dams, she
caled it the Wreck-the-Nation Bureau.
American Whitewater was on record as
opposing the dam slated for the Green
River at Echo Park in the 1950s; that

@A FEE RS E R

KatieLee

speaks from
the heart

dam was scrapped only to be replaced
by the larger Glen Canyon Dam. Long-
time Sierra Club advocate David
Brower laments to this day that his
failure to oppose the Glen Canyon
Dam was the biggest mistake he ever
made.

After the diversion tunnel swere
closed in 1963, Katie only went back a
few times because she could no longer
bear the sight of the dam. By then, she
had |eft her career asa Hollywood
singer and barnstormed the country
singing and writing about the folly of
Glen Canyon Dam. After living in As
pen in the 1960s, Katie moved to Ari-
zona.

| first met Katie when she returned
to Aspen last October to put on a con-
cert to benefit the Glen Canyon Insti-
tute and American Whitewater, just
before her eightieth birthday. Too old
for political correctness, Katie spares
no punchesin describing the harm
that Glen Canyon Dam haswreaked.
Lake Powdll is Foul Reservoir. While
experts toss out statistics about evapo-
ration loss, species decline, and the
greatest good for the greatest num-
bers, Katie speaks from the heart.
"There never was a place as beautiful
about Glen Canyon and we wrecked it.
It's time to fix it."

By Ken Ransford; Member, AW Board

While Katie putsa human face on
the Glen Canyon disaster, other orga-
nizations are tackling the problem
from ascientific and legal perspective.
When the Sierra Club first brought up
the subject o breaching Glen Canyon
Dam afew years ago, | thought, "No
way. There's just too many house boat-
ersthere, and it's in conservative
Utah."

But dam breaching has entered the
nation's consciousness. Interior Secre-
tary Bruce Babbitt has made it a cor-
nerstone of hisadministration, and
there have been reading stories about
removing dams in national publica-
tions like the Wall Street Journal and
New York Times. The Edwards Dam on
Maine's Kennebec is gone, and dams
on the Elwah and Condit rivers in
Washington are on their way out. Now
that over 99% of the salmon have dis-
appeared from the Snake River, the
feds might actually remove four dams
there. So, broaching damsis not a
"fringe" topic anymore. Katiewas just
there ahead of us.

Glen Canyon Dam was constructed
in the 1960s, before Congress required
impact statements for projects with en-
vironmental consequences. The Wreck-
the-nation Bureau now hopesto do its
own after-the-fact Environmental As
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Katie Lee Speaks
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sessment o the dam, in part to support
the Bureau's plan to pump water over
the top o the dam to warm up the
river downstream and save the razor-
back sucker that is almost extinct.
Morefally.

The Glen Canyon Institute wants
the Bureau to do a more exhaustive
Environmental Impact Statement,
which would require the Bureau to
consider all alternatives to the dam,
one d which isdam removal. The
Bureau's Environmental Assessment
would alow them to sidestep or
downplay this alternative. The lega
distinction between these reportsis ob-
scure, but the consequences are huge.
American Whitewater's board voted to
support the Glen Canyon Institute's ef-
fortsto havean environmental impact
statement prepared for the dam.

| received a call from Owen
Lammers recently, one o the founding
members d the International Rivers
Network in Berkeley. He just moved to
Moab, Utah in order to work for the
Glen Canyon Action Network. When |
asked him why removing Glen Canyon
Dam was more important than oppos-
ing new dams in the third world, he re- WWW.Nnrswe h COom
plied that the world iswatching to see
if we really will remove this dam. If e
Glen Canyon Dam goes, he said, it will F
become much more difficult to con-
struct large dams in South America,
Africa and Asa The stakesare getting
bigger.

If you just want to sit back and
watch the river go by, meet Katiein
her book All My Rivers Are Gone. But
we hopeyou can do more. If Katie Lee
comeswithin athousand miles o
where you live, go see her! Support the
effortsd American Whitewater to
breach unnecessary dams, and join and
support other organizationssuch as
the Glen Canyon Institute,
www.glencanyon.org, the International
Rivers Network, www.irn.org, or Idaho
Rivers United, www.idahorivers.org,
which iscurrently directed by Ameri-
can Whitewater board member and
longtime boater Bill Sedivy.

To learn more, read Patrick

300.635.5202

McCully’s great book, Slenced Rivers, nadl nrs @ nrsweb.com
The Ecology and PoliticsofLarge wit: 3009 5. Main 5T Moscow, ID B3843
Dams, availablefrom the International

Rivers Network.
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By John Mattson




The localswere chanting, praying,
and going through their morning ritu-
alsasthesun rose out o the smog of
the Kathmandu valley.

That first day in Nepal was as eu-
phoric asany | have ever spent. The
thrill of being on the other side of the
world surrounded by a completely dif-
ferent culture, the smell of incense and
the towering Himaayas. | waswith
good friendsand a great adventure was
just beginning.

My friends, Ken Ransford and Dave
Neff, and | had taken an early morning
jaunt to the monkey temple and were
walking back through the busy narrow
streets of the ancient city. My eyesand
earswere focused on the hustle and
bustle of athird-world city greeting the
new day.

It was like being in adream aswe
recovered from 42 hours df travel and
remembered the events of the past
days. The many airports, the negotia-
tionsto get the kayaks on the planes,
the mid-air party with the crazy man
from Bombay, and sleeping in the
saunain Singapore. (Wewere rudely
awakened just aswe were about to
leave and luckily escaped caning.)
Therewas a great sigh o relief asthe
kayaksrolled into the luggage terminal
in Kathmandu. Wewere greeted imme-
diately by some friendly hustlers.

"Mr.! Mr.! You need taxi?You need
hotel 7

"No thanks. We are staying at the
Kathmandu guest house."

"Kathmandu guest house isfull. We
have nicer hotel. Very cheap! Free
taxi!"

The taxi had rolled down the narrow
streets at a breakneck speed dodging
chickens, pigs, rickshaws, bicycles, and
Nepdi children. The hustlers at the air-
port had actually been very helpful. The
Tayamo hotel in Thamel was a great
place to stay. It had a roof-top restau-
rant with views of the Himalayasand a
friendly staff that helped uswith our
logistics and allowed gear storage while
wewere on our adventures. We could
finally relax and plan the logistics for
our first river.

By mid-morning the next day we
were loading our kayaks into a taxi and
heading out of the busy city. The driver
was forced to push hisway through the

Monkey Temple

throng o rickshaws, cows, and people.
One of the most exciting parts of Nepal
was the transportation. There seemed
to be only one traffic rule. The largest
vehicle getsthe right o way. The buses
were routinely blessed by a priest be-
fore departure (cheaper than new
tires).

I'n about an hour we were out o the
city and driving through the rice fields
o the Kathmandu Valey. The road that

we were traveling had at one time been
the ancient trade route to the Tibetan
capital of Lhasa.

Our first destinationwasthe
Belephi Khola, asmall tributary of the
Bhote Kosi near the Tibetan border.
This magnificent creek offers great
surfing, clear water, and Himalayan
views. But we had to get there first.
Our taxi stopped inasmall village and
refused to go farther.

"Road very bad! Taxi can't go.
Maybeatruck today."

Wewere stranded at a Nepali truck
stop on the road to Tibet. The Sleepy
village was awakening with the word of
our arrival. Even the laziest dogs
rushed to the scene. We were sur-
rounded by curiousvillagers and a
throng o children.

The Nepali have an interesting so-
|ution to the disposable diaper prob-
lem. Don't give the children any pants
for about 4 years. O course, thisleads
to messy streets. Soon we were en-
gaged in a cultural interchange
wherein the local children jumped,
bounced, and sat in our kayakswhile
we took their photos. The older folks
stood in the shadows and watched. The
sun was shining, the day waswarm and
Coca Colawas only ten cents. Paradise
iswhereyou find it and there would be
atruck someday.

In only a couple of hoursthetruck

John Mattson, Modi Khola

Ken Ransford photo
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Festival on Holy Day, Kali Gandaki

arrived and the bargaining began.

The Nepali fed that touristsare fair
game and they do not respect you un-
less you barter with them. With the
right attitude it can be quite amusing.
| can only envision a Nepali touristina
ten-items-or-less supermarket lane of-
fering the cashier 50% o the going
price and refusing to pay more. After 15
minutes o haggling, a pricewas
agreed and we were throwing our boats
in the truck.

The taxi driver had been correct.
The Belephi Khola was far below us as
the truck lurched and bounced on the
narrow precipitous road.

Avery large mountain loomed
ahead. One o the spectacular peaksin
the Langtang region was catching the
last rays o daylight. In a couple of
hourswe reached the end of the road
and were greeted by a pleasant hostel.
It was the home df the truck driver and
we were using the beds of some young
mothers. They seemed quite happy to
part with them for the extra rupees.
They were wonderful hosts and sewed
an elegant dinner o Dd Bat (riceand
lentils, the Nepali staple) and beer.

We woke early with excitement.
Our hosts had risen before dawn, and
were huddled around a smoky fire
drinking cha (milk tea). No onein this
small villagewaswilling to carry our
boats, so we threw them on our shoul -
ders and started walking. It was an-
other perfect day and the sun was
starting to hit the high peaks. We
walked by asmall temple that con-
sisted of alarge stone hand reaching
into a pond. The priestswere setting

incense and flowers
inthe pam o the
hand. There wasan
old rickety suspen-
sion bridge with half
o the planks miss-
ing or broken. A
group of porters car-
rying heavy loads
crossed the bridge
without missing a
stride.

We rested our
shoulders and
limped cautiously
across the bridge to
Jalbire, a beautiful
village with narrow streets and ancient
buildings. Here we managed to find
some porters; we continued our trek up
thevaley o the Belephi Khola. After
leaving the village we wandered into a
countryside of small terraced farms.
The colorful terraces stepped their way
up the steep hillsides and the workers
were busy hawesting rice. Whole fami-
lieswere in the fields cutting, carrying
or stamping the grain out of the stock.
Everyone stopped to watch the caravan
o strangers. A couple of miles up this
trail, we had our first porter dispute.
We managed to coax another quarter
mile or so out of them, then decided to
start paddling.

Amidst ascurry o onlookersand
discontent porterswe managed to or-
ganize our gear, get dressed, and
paddle away.

After four daysdf traveling, we were
finally on the water! Everyone in the
village came out to watch aswe re-
freshed our skills in some great play
holes.

The Belephi Kholawasworth the
effort. The crystal-clear waters flowed
through avaley that had been farmed
for generations. Each time we pulled
into an eddy we would catch aview o
another spectacular mountain, and
whenever we stopped to surf awave, we
drew acrowd of ancient people, curi-
ous to see these strange foreignersin
their plastic boats.

We eddy hopped our way back to
Belephi, where the taxi had left usthe
day before. The creek wasafairly con-
tinuous Class III to IV-, with some in-
teresting drops.

Many of the same villagers were
thereto greet us as we loaded our
boats onto the top of a bus and headed
on up the road to Barahise, along the
Bote Kosi. This river flowsfrom Tibet
and the road that we were traveling
was the main road to Tibet.

Inacouple of hourswearrived in
downtown Baribesi. The dim lights
were glistening off of the combination
duck pond/sewer system in the front
yard of the hotel. The medieval room
that opened to the hiway offered a con-
stant flow of noise and fumes. The
horns started promptly at 4:00 am.
The truck drivers wanted to make sure
that everyone knew that they were
there. The whole village awakened to
greet them.

Amidst this turmoil we met some of
the nicest people that | have ever en-
countered. The owners o the hotel
were friendly and, for two dollars a
night, we received personal attention
and personally cooked mealswith food
we had picked from the market.

The Bote Kos isavery good road-
side run that would be an excellent day
float or warm up for an expedition.
Put-in at KH. 95 and take-out below
Baribisee at the Lamosangu dam. De-
pending on the water level, the Bote
Kos could be quite challenging, espe-
cially above and right below Barabise.
The water was pushy with quite a few

Nff Tamar
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IV+ to V rapids. We
scouted often and por-
taged one rapid that had
athin lineand serious
consequences. This river
was a big step up from

the Belephi Khola. It was

agreat afternoon's boat-
ing, but the bridge at
Barabise was a welcome
sight. The sun was still
shining as we toasted the
days adventure with
Nepali beer. That night
we had a great feast and
prepared for our journey
back to Kathmandu.

It wasearly in the af-
ternoon and the sun waswarm aswe
climbed on top of the crowded bus back
to Kathmandu. Riding on top o busses
on warm sunny days is more pleasant
than sitting inside. But soon it was cold
and dark and not quite so pleasant. The
crowded bus crawled up the long hill to
Kathmandu. We arrived cold and tired,
very late in the night.

The next day was an arduous but yet
an exciting onein Kathmandu. We
rushed around in rickshaws obtaining
trekking permits, plane tickets, and
last-minute supplies. We also met with
Jeff Parker, another Colorado paddler
who had stopped in Nepal for afew
daysen route to the Brahma Putra.
Meeting him was a bit surprising and
added new energy to the group.

Our next river wasto be the Tamar
in Eastern Nepal. This normally man-
dates an intense 18 hour bus ride, but
thanks to a generous boat shuttle by
Guy Robbins of Equator Expeditions,
we had the luxury of ashort plane
flight. Short plane flightsin Nepa are
inexpensive and spectacular, but carry-
ing boats on planes isa problem. In
less than an hour we were landing in
the great plains of Indiawhich extend
into southern Nepal.

The Himalayas rise abruptly out o
the great plains and form agiant bar-
rier to the rest of the Asian continent.
Soon we were bouncing along another
dusty road in the terar, the flat jungle
which, until recently, wasinhabited by
rhinoceros, tiger, leopard, and deer. As
the sun was setting, we were winding

David Neff on Marsiandi

our way into a great range d moun-
tains dominated by Kachenjunguaand
Makalu, the third and fourth highest
mountains in the world. These peaks
form the border with Chinaand India
at Nepal's eastern edge.

At thevillage we were greeted by a
friendly hotel host who offered us
boiled potatoes, omelets, and lemon
tea. Hewasalso agreat help infinding
porters, who would carry our boats 80
km. over very rugged terrain. Thiswas
to be our longest shuttle and we were
fortunate to have good porters. Any-
thing else could have been a disaster.

Dawn came and the porters arrived
to examine the loads. The kayakswere
abit awkward to carry but lighter than
their normal loads. Porters regularly
carry as much as 100 kg. (220 Ibs) up
and down rugged terrain barefoot or in
terrible shoes. These amazing people
do thiswith smiles on their facesand
songs in their voices as they trudge
mile upon mile. Our porters had trav-
eled this path often and sang songs to
the landmarks that they passed.

In one o the villages, they sewed a
special brew called Tomba. A cheap
fermented grain brew that wasvery
popular with the locals.

At least haf the enjoyment of
kayaking in Nepal istrekking to the
river (if you have good porters). This
80 km. walk offered viewsof Makalu
and Kachenjungua. The descent into
thevalley of the Tamar was as spec-
tacular as the great peaks.

We reached Dohban by noon on the

third day o trekking.

Our porters proudly pa-

raded our kayaks around

thisvillage before drop-
ping them at the put-in.
We paid them along with
_ ageneroustip. Tipping is
not a custom in Nepal,
except for portersor
guides. Thisiscalled

Backshesh, and is usually

30-50% of their low

wage.

The porters were
happy with their pay-
ment and gave ustheir
blessings as we put on
our strange clothing,
loaded our kayaks, and

paddled away. We started on a small
steep tributary of the Tamar. After
nearly three days o walking, it wasa
wonderful feeling to be on the water.
Thistrail took usthrough avalley
where few westerners had ever been.
The small tributary soon reached the
Tamar, which was running about
10,000 cfs. Thefirst day was like all the
good rapids o the Grand Canyon com-
pressed into 15 miles. It was continuous
big water ClassIII- IV, which could be
eddy scouted or "J&ff scouted.” Jeff was
getting psyched for the Brahmaputra.
He charged fearlessly down all the big
rapids. We were able to avoid the hig
holes by watching his cartwheels. His
hole riding abilities allowed him to es-
cape without mishap.

We camped that night on asandy
beach. The weather waswarm and dry.
We were traveling light and cooked our
dinner on an open fire using driftwood.
Ken had promised that it wouldn't rain
so we had left our tents in Kathmandu.

The next morning came early. The
local children had found our camp.
They came sliding down the cliffsand
swimming across the river to inspect
these travelerswho had invaded their
world. They were amusing, friendly,
and great for photos, but a nuisance as
we tried to cook and load our boats.

Aswe paddied away from the
throng, they were running after us and
waving blessings. The canyon widened
and became more remote. The rapids
all but disappeared, but the scenery re-
mained spectacular. The population
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thinned (and appeared to become more
primitive) as we floated down the can-
yon. They looked at us as if we had
landed from another planet.

The fourth day was more exciting
since. We encountered some big drops
aswe |eft the canyon and entered the
large wide canyon of the Sun Kos.
Here, three great rivers, Tamar, Sun
Kaoshi, and Arun, come together to
form the Sapta Khosi. This huge river
flowsinto the Ganges and onward into
the plains o India

We stopped for lunch at this
confluenceand hiked up the Arun for a
little ways. | still have a very vivid
memory o thetrail that heads up the
dark canyon of the Arun towards
Mount Everest.

Our journey on the Tamar wasfin-
ished. We were now on a huge river.
The Sapta Kos was very swift with a
few small rapids. The mountains were
gone.

The serenity of the mountains was
replaced by the sound of jackhammers
and backhoes. The Nepalese were tak-
ing down one diversion dam and re-
placing it with another one.

Our Landrover shuttle was waiting
not far downstream. We had no time to
smell the roses in Dharan. Another bus
waswaiting and in a few minuteswe

On the trek to Belephi Khola

were bouncing along another dusty
road. This 18 hour ride from hell took
usto Pokhara, which was a relaxing
break after the marathon bus ride. This
large village sits on a lake and offers
views df Annapurna, Machapuchre, and
Manadlu. It hasall the tourist conve-
niences o Kathmandu, without the
noise and smog.

But we had come to paddie. Another
set of porters, another trek, and an-
other great river. The Modi Cola con-
sisted of classic sustained Class IV rap-
idswith views o Annapurna South and
Machapuchre. A dinner o riceand
apple piewaswaiting for usin the
cobblestonevillage of Beretante. We
had a room on the river for 50 cents
and watched the sunset on
Machapuchre. We continued downriver
the next morning. The rapidswere less
sustained, but there were still some big
drops. We camped that night near a
ricefarm.

The next morning we paddled into a
literal oasisaswe entered the sacred
valey o the Kai Gandaki. There were
cold and hot springs sprinkling water
from all the canyon walls, which were
bedecked with ferns and mosses. The
Kdi Gandaki wassimilar in difficulty
to the Grand Canyon, lots of flat water
with afew big drops and great scenery.

The locals were celebrating Dewali,
an important holy day. Everyone was
wearing flowers and bright clothing. A
routine stop to buy noodles resulted in
an invitation to a party and a gift of
flowered leis for each of us. We paddled
away with the leis around our necks
and camped at the ancient castle of
Ranighat. Two more days of great
scenery and some good play spots
brought usto Ramdi. Here wewit-
nessed a cremation and caught atour-
ist bus back to Pokara.

Our time together was beginning to
run out. My friends had only five re-
maining daysin Nepal and we wanted
to catch one more river, the Marsiandi.
It proved to be the best of them all.

Another bus, one more set of por-
ters, and ashort trek from Besisahar to
Ngadi. The trek in gave us great views
o Himalchule and the Marsiendi val-
ley. The rice harvest was now nearly
over and the poinsettias were in full
bloom. On the trek in we scouted the

river from a high bank. 1t looked chal-
lenging, even from agreat distance.
We arrived in Ngadi about 3p.m., an-
ticipating a short exciting run down to
Bhul Buli that afternoon.

We were not to be disappointed. The
first rapid had nearly everyone upside
down. We cautiously eddy hopped and
scouted our way to thevillage. It wasa
beautiful sustained ClassIV to V—ad
wewere flying high on adrenaline
when we reached our destination, a
friendly inn with asunset view of one
o the largest mountains in the world.
The alpenglow on Himalchule over the
Marsiendi was asfine of view as there
can be.

The next day was exciting. The river
wasstill quite steep and gaining vol-
ume. Wewere on atight schedule. We
arose early to greet our challenge. The
Marsiendi wasn't as sustained asthe
day before, but the drops seemed
harder, and there was always one more.

After Besisarhar the river dropped
into a deep gorge with few people and
fewer villages. We had some food
along, but wewere traveling light and
had hoped to stay in an inn.

Daylight was running out aswe
navigated what seemed like an endless
number of Class IV toV drops. Wewere
eddy scouting most of the rapids and
had a couple o close callswith very
large holes. We finaly spotted a bridge.
Wewould have Da Bat and beer in
Tarkughat, a primitive village that saw
few tourists.

The next day on the river was much
easier asthe trip came to an end. An-
other bus ride, abig party in
Kathmandu at the Everest steak house,
and our great adventure wasa
memory. Dave and Ken took the big
plane ride and Jeff wandered east. |
hiked the Annapurna circuit and
sampled the beaches of Thailand. If you
travel half way around theworld you
might aswell stay for awhile!

Nepal Travd Tips

How to get there: It's 11 time zones
away, so get ready for some serious jet-
lag. Wind Over Mountain travel or
Narayan's Gateway to Nepd (bothin
Boulder, Colorado) offer flights for
about $1,300 from Denver. The Sauna
at the Singapore airport was a great
wav
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to lessen the jet-lag. Prepare to
spend $150 to $250 per boat and
be prepared to barter with the
Adan airlines.

When to go: September and
October, depending on the mon-
soon and how much water you
want. The monsoon usually ends
in August and the water gradually
drops. If you like big water the
monsoon would be great. We
went mid September to mid Octo-
ber.

What to bring: Dry top and
cool weather paddling gear.
Weather and water were warmer
than normal Colorado conditions.
Bring an extra spray skirt and an
emergency repair kit.

Medical supplies: Bring alarge
complete medical kit with pre-
scriptions for stomach ailments,
an antibiotic for infection, and fa-
vorite remedies. Prescription
drugs can be purchased over the
counter in Nepa at very low

prices, but you need t6 know what
you need. The local pharmacists
arevery helpful. The mountains
of Nepa are alow-risk malaria

Getting around: Buses seemed
to be everywhere we needed them.
Local schedules can be obtained
at the bus station. Many o the
buses will stop when you wave
them down. Kayaks can betied on
top for afew extra rupees. Be pre-
pared to barter and bring plenty
of rope and cam straps. Roadsare
very rough. Long bus rides can be
torture and are dangerous, but
you should take at least one to re-
aly experience the culture. Taxis
and land rovers are available for a
much higher price than the bus.
Some times they are desirable, de-
pending on your budget and level
o adventure.

Airplanes. Short flights are in-
expensive and very scenic, but it
isdifficultto fit boats on board.

Hiring Porters: Stay at a hotel
near thetrail head and ask the
manager to arrange them. We
paid $5-$10. per day, including
backsheesh.

John Mattson on Belephi Khola KER Ransford photo Barte_ring: Can bem and
challenging. Most Nepali expect
to do some. Try to be light
hearted about it and leave a good

area. Talk to your local doctor before is boiled sufficiently. Water should al-  impression for the next group that will
you leave. Read or bring Medicine for ways be boiled or treated with iodine. be following in your footsteps.

Mountaineering by James Wilkerson. Buying bottled water should be Trekking permits. Required for
Make friends with doctorsand invite avoided because df the litter. most rivers, you can get them at immi-
them on your trips. (Editor's note: Like Where to Stay: Hotel Tayomo or gration officein Kathmandu or
me!) the Kathmandu Guest house arelow to  Pokhara. Pokhara is much easier.

Food and Drink: Thelocal food is medium priced hotels in the Thamel Maps and books: Great bookstores
interesting and good, but be careful. section of Kathmandu. Tayomowas in Thamel (Kathmandu) selling good

Meat may not be refrigerated, chicken  very friendly and helpful. Refer to The  maps and books of the local region.
is usually very fresh. Makesurethat tea  Lonely Planet.

Ken Ransford on Modi Khola

Dave Neff, Marsiandi

American Whitewater v March /April 2000



Cuidebooks: LonehPlamet Trekking The Nepat-Himaimyr:
and Nepal Whitewater by Peter BKnowles and ekl Alterdice

Suggested reading: X Mountain in Tibel; Annapurna, by
Herzog.

Language Very helpful to learn afew words, Basic
Gurkhali Dictionary by M. Meerendonk is good. Most people
involved in business speak at least some English.

Dangersand Annoyances: Buddhist and Hindu people are
very passive, but there is some danger o theft. Avoid flashing
money and expensive objects.

Courtesies and customs: Thisisavery old culture. Nudity,
scanty clothing and public displaysd affection should be
avoided.

Backpacking supplies: Food and most items can be ob-
tained in Kathmandu and Pokara. Small villages have very
limited supplies. Specialty items and repair kits should be
brought aong.

Outfitters: Boat rental, guiding, instruction, and com-
mercial tripsare available from Equator Expeditions (Guy
Robbins) 011-977-141-5812 or 1933 Fax and phone respec-
tively, or Ultimate Descents (DaveAllerdice) 011-977-141-
4803 or 6694, both in Thamel, Kathmandu.

Miscellaneous. Nepd isagreat place. The people are won-
derful, friendly and inspirational, and it's some of the best
paddling in theworld.

P _""'ﬂ__
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Marsiandi with Himalchule

L Affordable riverboats
s r . for commercial or
private use

+# strong & durable material
- reinforced seams inside & out
¥ easy handling & maneuverabilits

Biking, Paddiing, Skiing, Hiking...You name it, cover-
age ol ouldoor events from all over the state and sur-
roundings. Photos of the Ohiopyle Falls Race published
in the Jan/Feb issue ol AW are from WVDulside.com.
Additional photos from the race and other evenls are
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Getting Mysdf Back:
Recovering from a Traumatic
Kayaking Accident

By Dunbar Hardy

1fed asif 1 have lived alifetime in the last 9 months. T think of all that has happened
in my lifesince last February, and am astounded by the changes that have occurred. All of
this has happened since | broke 4 vertebrae in my back running a big drop down in Ecua-
dor. Theinjury required surgery and had me incapacitated for months. The process of re-
covering from this continues today, with more surgery in my future and perhapsa life-
time of back pain.

| remember al the thoughtsand feelings| had as| stood at the top o the drop. There
was no question that this one was big enough to hurt me. | had feelings of nervousness
and queasiness and a growing sense of impending danger and pain, as | stood alone at the
top waiting for the others to set up below. These feelings were mixed with growing excite-
ment and anticipation, as | wasto be the fifst one of our group to run the 8f6p. | briefly
thought of not running it due to these mixed feelings, but | overruled mysdif. | felt asif |
had to run this drop regardless of the outcome. Today, knowing what would happen, |
don't regret my decision to run that drop: my lifewas drastically and forever changed in
those 3-4 seconds d flight.

My last thought in theair was"thisisgoing to hurt.” | hit the foam pile butt first,
leaning forward over my cockpit, thankfully staying upright. The wind was knocked out o
meand | quit breathing. | couldn't hear anythingand | didn't know where | was. | re-
member floating in the water into an eddy and having a sense that something was not
right, but | wasn't exactly sure what had happened or where | was. | finally realized |
hadn't breathed for awhile and | tried tosit upright. When | realized | couldn't, | slumped
forward onto my forearms. gasping for air. A sharp pain in my mid-back kept me from in-
haling deeply. | wasforced to breathe shallowly and desperately with much effort. | also
felt as if there wasa hinge in the middle of my back and that my shoulderswould drop
forward and touch my stomach. | was broken.




The process of becoming unbro-
ken and whole again wasalong
one. Surgery was necessary imme-
diately in a hospital in Quitoto fix
me, but the real work wasyet to be
doneto heal me. | laid in a hospital
bed in athird world country for
seven days unable to walk, al the
while struggling to believe that this
was my own life | was living. After
surgery | had to learn to stand up
and walk again. My first new steps
were tentative and filled with fear.
Assoon as | got back to the states, |
had to lie in bed for a month
straight with only exhausting move-
ments to the bathroom. | was given
aback bracethat | had to wear al day,
everyday for six months. Mentally |
plummeted and |ost hope. | had been
young, healthy, active, strong, and at-
tractive; now | felt aged and elderly,
crippled and broken, hurt and fatigued,
achy, and full of doubt. | had to let go
of al of my plans of work, travel, and
competitions. | couldn't get out of bed,
much less live my lifed never-ending
motion. | wasforced to sit still, and |
grieved for dl the lossin my life. |
doubted mysalf and my ahility to re-
cover.

| couldn't be activeat all, much
less paddle, so | pushed paddling away.
| had so many mixed emotions about
the sport that | had once loved so
much and that had now crippled me so
severely. | was physicaly and mentally
scarred from paddlingin away that
made me doubt | could try it again. |
searched for new things to fill the place
that paddling had occupied in my life. |
realized how much of my life had be-
come focused on paddling and that
therewas alot of room for new things.

| began physical therapy, and was
humbled by how weak | was. | realized
that almost every movement - stand-
ing, sitting, walking, and lifting - was
connected to my back. | was|earning
how to use my body again in a new
way. | did therapy three times aweek
for 2 hoursaday for 3months. | began
to feel somestrength growing, and
slowly my hope began to return. | tried
anything that would offer me help -
Rolfing, Acupuncture, Massage. | found

myself committed to do whatever was
necessary for meto get better. | real-
ized that no one else was going to do
any o thisfor me, my recovery was up
to me.

Slowly time passed and progress
was made. | finished physical therapy,
joined agym, and began working out
withatrainer just to get back some of
what | had lost, not to get huge. | start-
ing going to Yoga classes to help with
my flexibility, which has been severely
limited by two 12-inch titanium rods
in my back. Slowly | began to feel more
comfortablein my body. However,
there were still hours and dayswere |
felt broken, defeated, and completely
aone. | would wake up each day and
try to do something to help myself
heal.

After six months of being dry and
watching everyone around me play
hard during the summer, | was faced
with getting back in a kayak. | could
not completely walk away from this
sport. | had to at least try just to see if
it would be possible for me to paddie
again, but in a different way than | had
before. | was filled with fear, nervous-
ness, and excitement, as | went pad-
dling again for thefirst time. | wasin
touch with what a beginner feels. As|
dragged my boat to the river'sedge, |
remembered how emotional this sport
can be. | needed help getting my skirt
on. | cried out with gratitude to be able
to experience the river once again. |
found so much pleasure in simply
catching eddies, ferrying around, and

just getting wet. At the take-out of
that first run | was beaming, loving
again what | had missed for so long.
| have learned so many life
lessons from this experience and I'm
sure that as time passes more les-
sonswill be revedled to me. | made
the choice to run that drop and |
have to accept the consequences of
my actions. No one elsewasto
blame for what happened to me. |
didn't listen to my own intuition, |
overruled myself. That voiceisthere
to protect me, and | need to tunein
to and trust that voice inside myself.
Today my boating has so much
more CONSCiouSness in every mo-
ment on the water; | have to be so
much more aware at all times. | have
no problem scouting and walking any
drop that doesn't fed right to me.
Some drops are just not worth it to me
to run any more. I've been given an-
other chance and | don't want to take
it for granted. | do not wish to repeat
this process, nor do | wish to see any-
one else repeat it.

My paddling has indeed changed. |
like paddling rapids where my butt is
on thewater more than in theair. |
don't care to paddle glamour park and
plop waterfalls. Paddling to meisan
incredibly rich and rewarding way o
life. I now realize that it is not worth
dying for or being seriously injured
over. In many ways| just couldn't keep
up with my previous life-style and pace
o travelling, paddling, and competing.
| now realize that when all | did was
paddle, my perspective on life became
narrower and smaller. | felt the expec-
tations of myself and from others. |
struggled with competing, and began
losing touch with the fun of the river. |
needed to paddle more, harder, and
higher. It was a dangerous spiral and
not a sustainable way to paddle.

Today | don't take as many things
for granted in my life. | complainalot
less today, because most irritations are
nothing compared to what I've been
through. | now have the ability to see
what isimportant in my lifeand to
care for those things. Paddling isfor
me now, not for anyone else; itisfun
and rewarding again. | truly am grate-
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ful every time | get wet, no matter what
theriver's rated. | also enjoy paddling
while I'm paddling—I enjoy the mo-
ments on the water. | have broken my-
self so that | may never physically be
ableto do the moves | used to, and
mentally | may never paddle the hard-
est or gnarliest drops. | will never be
the best or the raddest, and today | ac-
cept that. No longer do | seek to prove
mysdlf; | simply just want to enjoy my-
self.

| hope to have water and riversin
my life forever, and | wish to enjoy this
sport for years to come. | now have the
beginnings o alife that boating isa
part of, not all of. | am so thankful to
have the opportunity o a healthy life
and functioning body.

My health would not have been re-
stored to mewithout a truly amazing
group o people who helped me just af-
ter the accident. | will forever be grate-
ful to each of you and indebted to each
o you: Land Heflin, Polly Green, Seth
Warren, Traycee Bowerman, Victor the
driver, Gynner Coronel, Dr.
Hernandez, Larry Vermeeren, Don
Beveridge, Phil and Mary DeRiemer,
Dave Calver, Nancy Hiemstra, and
Melody Schmidt.

The following group o people has
supported my healing and recovery
through their love, friendships and
support. | thank each of you greatly for
all you have offered mein my time o
need: Southwest Spine Rehabilitation
Center (SueB., Julie, and Erin Van
Winkle), Kate Zorensky, Jules Harris,
Jessica Beaudette, Sam Anderson, the
whole gang at Four Corners
Riversports (Andy Corra, Mike Balster,
Kent Ford, Andrew Wracher, Kely
Starrett, Aaron Phillips, George Blair,
Brittany Valdez), all of those people
that prayed for my recovery, and my
family (my sister Elizabeth, my brother
Gus, and without a doubt the best
mom and friend | could ever wish for—
Mary).

| also appreciate the continued sup-
port and encouragement o the follow-
ing companies. Necky Kayaks, Werner
Paddles, KAVU Clothing, 5.10 Shoes,
Watershed Drybags, Salamander Pad-
dling Gear, Lotus Designs, Kokatat,
Powerbar, Chaco Sandal's, Smith Sun-
glasses, and Croakies.

MANTAHALA

2clay March 17 19, 2000 §360
4-day: Apfil21-23;2000 $720

=Y 838-662-1662

OUTDOOR CENTER

THE MAIN SALMON!

CHALLENGE YoURSELF

Level# Intermediate Kayak & Canoe
__ Join NOC’s expert instructors for this American Classic.
1 Roller coaster rapids and stunning scenery provide an
{ ideal backdrop as you, your family, or a group of
friends enjoy an exciting adventure on "The River of
No Return.” Delicious food, warm, pleasant days, and
= friendly camaraderie guarantee a trip of a lifetime.
NOC offers a variety of worldwide destinations.

EmalL: adtrav@noc.com
www.noc.com/salmon.htm

STEEP CREEK TECHNIQUE
AdvancedKayak

When running the steep stuff, you need the right
. skills. NOC’ high-performance clinics, led by some of
the Southeast'shest creek boating specialists, will help
you get them! This course emphasizes the unique
techniques and equipment used to run creeks as safe-
ly and efficiently as possible. We'll practice maneuvers
on easier rvers, then advance to local creeks if spring
treats us with plenty of rainfall.

Emai: prograrnsOnoc.com
www.noc.com/extreme.htm

% ADVENTURE TRAVEL & INSTRUCTION
| FAx:(828) 488-2498 » 13077 Highway 19 West, Bryson City, NC 28713

e
1

althowgh salamanders can
iipe i the waler

o find an authorized dealer or
o get a free catalog of safety
irquipment and paddling

irccessories for amphibianslike

"amphibious

sureiue on land, most prefer to

Sound like anyone you know?
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salamanderpaddisgear com
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- Take Better ¢
~ Paddling Photos

By Julie Keller

FUT years | have found great pleasure
in sharing paddling photos with friends. |
also found that as my photo skills im-

proved my friends were more apprecia-

tive of the photos | shared. Now | want

to share a few tips (and photos) to help

other paddlers take better photos on the
river.

The first thing to do when taking a
river photo is deciding which kind of pic-
ture you want. Do you want scenery
shots with a paddler included for per-
spective, or do you want action shots?

Finding the best place to take a photo
often involves some paddling skill and a _
little Fieck. Look for rocks that jul out into
the river of that are high above a rapid.
Ayaid shooting into the sun Experiment
with different locations for photos. The
Ver '-|_;I':‘ pheto of a kayaker al Sk~

15985 Julie Kaller

Em i:ll,:-lj allows the photographer 1o get
closer to the action, but the river left
shot of Steve Frazier makes for a better
photo.

Big drops make spectacular photos! In
general, | like to get below the lip of big
drops and snap the photo when the boat
is in the air. For the shot of Dave Mack-
intosh at the Great Falls of the Potomac
River | was standing on a rock about
halfway up the drop. Lower water levels
make bigger drops look bigger. The photo
of Wilko van den Bergh at Baby Falls was

'ﬁs Jule Keller taken at a very low level.

Many rapids are best when shot from
an elevated position to show as much of
the rapid as possible. Also most rapids
have more than one good camera angle.
Bull Sluice on the Chattooga River has
several great photo spots. My favorite
angle is that used for the photo of Monte
Smith. Unfortunately, in the shot of the

1958 Jubs Keiler
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Take Better Paddling Photos

tandem canoe, the bow paddler has her
arm in front of her face.

Avoid cluttered backgrounds. The two
shots of paddlers doing enders at Smiley
Hole on the upper Ocoee both caught
paddlers with lots of air and their
tongue's hanging out. But the shot of
the kayaker has the crowd of spectators
in the background, this makes for a very
cluttered and distracting photo.

Big, brightly-colored boats usually
make the best photos, white or gray
boats don't. The only time light colored
boats look sharp is when they're being
endered out of the water against a dark
background, like Jen Seabury on the
Middle Fork of the Salmon.

There often is not a rock in the place
you want to stand to take a photo or it
is just not possible to get out on that
rock you want to shoot from. This is one
of the reasons | carry a waterproof cam-

I Ranid
! c a anl . era tucked into my PFD. | can take shots
Id*l® 1

. W
FRYR 1 omthe middie of the river or in an un-

stable eddy. It is great for scenery shots.
For close up action shots | like carrying a
SLR camera with zoom lenses and faster
shutter speeds.

The type of camera you use can make
a difference in the quality of your pho-
tos. If you are using a single-use water-
proof camera don't expect to be able to
enlarge photos for the wall, but they will
be able to take photos from lots of

A leader in

3 1
;':G'L":‘;T;;‘“m places you wouldn't want your SLR cam-
w72, MKC offers era to go. 1999 sume Keller
highly persomal
: Instruction from Film speed is an important consider-
Beginner to Expert levels in both ation for shooting whitewater photos. In

Kayaking and Open Canoeing.
Located on the Madawaska River, we
provide all the comforts of a vacation

general, use faster film than you would
for non-paddling photos, especially

resort. Andbetter yet, our Rivers are when using cameras without center-
clean, warm and uncrowded. weighted or spot metering. In my Nikon
Weekend and 5-Day Courses. Action Touch waterproof camera | rarely

M adawaska Kanu Centre use 100 speed film, but have found that

Box 635 Barry's Bay, Ontario KoJ 180 200 speed film works well under most
Summer: (613) 756-3620 conditions. On cloudy days 400 speed

Winter:  (613) 594-5268 film helps prevent lots of blurry photos.

m(c When using a SLR camera with a

www.owl-mkc.ca
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“Take Better Paddling Photos

L 1 940 Jule Kaller

choice of metering options, center-
weighted metering works well for up-
close action shots. The face of the kay-
aker hand surfing at Hell Hole on the
Ocoee River would have been dark with-
out using center-weighted (or spot) me-
tering. Without the center weighted (or
spot) metering all the whitewater tends
to make the faces of the paddler dark. The
paddler's expression is what you really
want to capture in this type of photo.

Using a SLR camera in a Pelican box
takes considerable time and effort. Make
sure your paddling day allows for the ex-
tra time. The people you are paddling
with should want to have their photos
taken and be willing to take the time on
the river necessary to set up for shooting.

| carry a Nikon N90s and three Nikon
lenses (35-70 mm f2.8; 80-200 mm f2.8;
and a 24-50 mm f 3.3-4.5) in my 1450
Pelican box for a weight of about 15
pounds. A hand towel in a plastic bag is
useful for drying

friend so that you will have some shots
of yourself. After a while you will wish
that you were in some of your own pho-
tos. Some paddling friends had a good
time recentlv when evervone swapped
cameras for the day. It was really inter-
esting for everyone to get the photos de-
veloped.

Paddling photos are not just about
taking photos on the water. Many inter-
esting "paddling" shots have nothing to
do with water. I love the shot Steve
Frazier took of Fran Fitzpatrick and |
while we were waiting for our shuttle
train to take us from the take-out to the
put-in of the Flims Gorge on the
Vorderrhein River in Switzerland.

Lastly, don't forget to share your pho-
tos with your friends and American
Whitewater.

hands before han-
dling the camera.
Pelican boxes need
reguliar attention 10
stay dry. | leave my
box open when not
in use and keep the
gasket clean and lu-
bricated with 303.

Remember to give
your camera to a

© 1999 Julie Keller
Photo by Steve Frazier

N m

SHNAP DRAGONM DESIGM

—
L
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1999 Downriver
Rankings Announced

By Chris Norbury enstes by Emmy Tauckenmite

The Gore Canyon Raee, the Animd Upper Galey
Race, the Upper Yough Race, the Russell Fork Race,and
the Cheat Canyon Race. These areall races covered by
the AW Journal and followed by a large number d

paddiersin the U.S. But who are the paddiers who win
theses races?They aren't theicons like Corran Addison
or Eric Jackson, or the Olympic hopefuls like Scott
Shipley and Jason Beakes. The paddlerswho win these
racesarethefastest, fittest paddlers on rough water in
thecountry. Thesearethe paddlerswho loveto takea
wafer thin carbon-kevlar racing machine, unstable at
best on flatwater, down ClassV rivers, paddling asfast
as possible for up to an hour. This is the sport o
Wildwater racing.

Wildwater (Alsoknown as Downriver)isn't the big-
gest paddling sport in the U.S, nor the most widely
recognized. O the top ten K1 men in the country only

oneis sponsored by a boat manufacturer (and he works
for them). These paddiers love speed aboveall else. They
spend themajority of their time perfecting their technique
and endurance on flat water, doing endless aerobic work-
outs to increase their speed on the rough. So, who is the
fastest, and how fast are they really?
Toanswer thisquestion the ACA Wildwater Committee has
compiled rankings for downriver in the US The rankings
include any races that were held on ClassII or over, whatever
length; and thetimesmust havebeen recorded toalow calcula-
tion o percentages from thewinner. In addition, the race must
—— have included a composite or plastic downriver boat in the
results. So, for instance, the Russdl Fork race, won by Chris
Hipgrave inaWavehopper,countstowardstherankings. Butthe
Great Fdls race, won by Eric Jackson, did not include any
downriver boats, and thefinal wasin an untimed head-to-head
format, so the race did not count towards the rankings.
Theraceresultswereal so rated by raceimportanceandfield
strength. The highest race importance factors were given to
those races that counted as Internationals (e.g. the Ocoee
Double Header) or the National Championships or Team
Trials. Other established races that are held to a format
resemblinginternational downriver raceswerenext inimpor-

tance, followed by "extreme" races, mass start races;
and, finally, local races. Raceimportance ranged from
1(e.g. Ocoee) t00.8(e.g. DickersonWhitewater Sprint).

Field strength was calculated on the number o U.S
team membersracing, or, inthecasewheretherewere
nocurrent U.S team membersracing, or the number
of ex-U.S. or foreign team membersracing. Todlow
consistency to be afactor all rankings were calcu-
lated from the best percentage of atotal d 5 races,
or part thereof. Results from 46 races, ranging
from racesin New York to Alabama, Colorado,and
the Pacific Northwest, were used in the rankings.

Races ranged in difficulty from Class I-Iil on
the Nantahala to ClassV on the Russell Fork and
over Ohiopyle Fall. Despite being a '(minority”
sport, over 650 boats were ranked in the various
classes, although the majority d paddlers partici-
pated in only one race through the year. Hopefully
nextyear many more paddlerswill participate inmore
than one race.

So who topped the rankings? Who is the fastest?
Andrew McEwan, from Germantown, MD, and pad-
dlingout d the BethesdaCenter of Excellence(BCE),
won the KIM ranking by a large margin (461.25
points out of a possible 495). Andrew was unde-
feated over Classiclength racesthisyear, finishing
second only once to Cody Harrisin aWavehopper
sprint on the Arkansas River. Classic races are
those held over courses 15-25 minutes long,
whilst sprint races combinethetimesd 2 runs
downasingle rapid, each run generaly lasting
1-3 minutes.

Andrew won races on Tohickon Creek, the
Ocoee, the Cheat (by over 5 minutes), the
Gauley, the Roaring Fork and the Potomac. He
missed out on challenging Roger Zbd for the
crown on the Upper Y ough, because hewasat
school in Tennessee. Hewasal sothetopranked
U.S. paddier intheWorld Cupin New Zealand,
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placing 32nd at the age d 19.
Ranked second is former U.S
team member Ted Newton (Lehigh
Vdley Canoe Club),who narrowly
held df the challenge d former
Swiss team member Heinz
Roethenmund (BCE)by winning
a race on his home river, the
Lehigh, PA. Tedwonracesonthe
L ehigh, placedsecondtoAndrew
ontheTohickon and Cheat, sec-
ond to Canadianchampion Neil
Gerrard at the Salmon, and nar-
rowly missed winning the Upper
Yough race. Ted is having his
best season ever and islookingto
winaplaceontheU.S teamat the

> List of races ranked in 1999,

Tohickon Creek, Ocoee Double Header
and Sprint, Potomac Circuit races (216,
Z5/E - NantahalaSpring Splash
Classic and Sprint, NOC Glacier Bresker,
Roaring Fork, Kemville Lehigh (5113, 5/27,
640, 7/8 and Sprint and Classicon 11/7),
Potomac Downriver race, Cedar, Cheat
Canyon, Feeder Junior Olympic Qudlifier,
Salmon L[a Sac, Skykomish, Tm Gavin
Memorial race. Nationd Championships
(Sprint and Classic—Friday and Sunday),
Yampa, FibArk, Gore Canyon, upper
¥eugh, Snoqualamie (7/10 and 11/g),
Salmon, Upper Gauley, Russd| Fork. Bot-
tom Moose. Mulbeny Fork, Dickerson
WhiteWater Challenge, Red Moshannon,
ORiopyle Falls, Litle Falsd thePotomac,
Misseuri Whitewater Challenge and Big
Piney races.
Forafulllisingd the Nationd rankings
check Ou the wildwater website at
- - The site aiss
contains a liging d upcoming events aj
over the U.S. and contactsif you are inter-
ested in participating.
[—_]

world Championshipsin France
next year.
Ted will have to watch out for
the youngsters though. The results o the
Junior Men's rankings bode well for the fu-
ture. Nathan and Austin Krissoff (Reno
Wildwater Center) both paddlied consistently
wel throughout the year to place first and
second. Tripsabroad for international compe-
tition inthe past few yearshavegiven thesetwo
the experienceto earn atop spot at senior level
in coming years. It'sworth noting that Nathan
Krissoff would have placed fourth in thesenior
rankings thisyear.
Also makingastrongshowing,despitenever
having paddled a downriver boat until July d
this year, was Simon Beardmore (BCE) who
improved dramatically and should be a con-
tender for a top spot next year. These pad-
dlers, along with Middy Tilghman {19}, who
wasthesecond U.S boatintheWorld Cupthis
year, should challenge Andrew McEwan for
the top spot in the coming years. Hopefully
competition among these teens should raise
thestandard o U.S wildwater internationally.
In the Women's K1, Cathy Hearn (BCE)
took first place, thanks to strong perfor-
mances in sprint races on the Nantahala
and Ocoee rivers. Second was Jennie

Goldberg, paddling for the League
d North West racersin the popular
NorthWest seriesd races,and third
was Trish Chambers. In the Junior
category ZuzanaVanha (TeamColo-
rado) paddied strongly in the Na
tional Championshipsin Colorado,
but was overtakenin overal ranking
by Beth Karp (BCE),who improved
steadilythroughtheyear and paddled
in more races to gain more overall
points.

INnC1thenational ranking cham-
pion was Joe Winters (Team Colo-
rado/FIBArk Paddling Club), who
narrowly edged out TomWier (Team
Colorado/FIBArk Paddling Club).
Having graduated from the junior
ranks last year, Tom made a hig
impression on the senior ranksthis
year, beating Joe in 3 d 4 races.

However, a disappointing perfor-
mance on day 2 d the Nationd
ChampionshipClassicracerelegated
him to second. Former Nationa
Champion Tim Sampse (TeamColo-
rado/FIBArk Paddling Club), now
racing mostly in C2 with Scott
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Overdorf came in third. In Q2

the Baley brothers, Russdl
and Red (Georgia Canoeing
Association), demonstrated
theirwhitewater skillsby rac-
ing a downriver Q2 in the
Gauley race this year, and
took first place in the
rankings to boot. U.S. team
boats Scott Overdorf and
Tim Sampsel (Team Colo-
rado/FIBArk Paddling Club) =
took second, with Charlie
Albright and Norwood Scott
(Reno Wildwater Center) in
third.

After much experimentation
with the format of the rankings
thisyear, the calculationswill be
dightly differentnext year. Races
will still be ranked for impor-
tance and field strength. Next
year the raceswith the highest
importance arelikely to be the
East (Nantahala) and West

(WhiteSalmon) Coast Team Tri-
as, the National Champion-
ships, and any international
eventsin the US, such asthe
Ocoee and FibArk. The Fied
Strength will be calculated
fromthescore d thetopranked
competitor from this year's
ranking who is participating
in the race. Overal the
rankings will beexpresseddif- =
ferently, as the mean d the
totals (aftertakingthe raceim-
portanceandfieldstrengthinto
account) fromthebest Sraces. If
individualsdo not participatein
Sracestheir scorewill bereduced
by 5% for every race missed.

So, for next year, racein alot of
races(11wasthehighest number d
races|ast year),gototheimportant
races, race the good paddlers...and
you will get a good ranking, and,
hopefully, have alot d fun along
theway.
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_ Position | Name Class total races
Join Small World Adventures 1| Andrew McEwan vooeeseeree s S 46125 e 5d 7
(www.smallworldadventures.co
m) and Solltude Rlver Trlps 2 Taj NaNton ........................ KlM ................ 43 562 .............. 5 d 10
(www.adventuresports.com/gui 3| Heinz Roethemund ........... KIM .o A35.36 ..ooverrerennen 508
Cdfe/soﬁtui% fOFI Six ;Egchantingl 4 | ChrisNOrbUTY wovereerssersee =2 S A1469 .vvrenneee, 5d 11

ays on miles of drop-poo KIM
whitewater in the middle of the 5 Paul Hoda sty KM 407.06 ...eeveunnee 5d8
Frank Church Rlver Of NO 6 ChI’IS |eZZOl'lI ..................... m ................ 39138 -------------- -5 d 6
Return Wilderness. 7 | Dave BONOMO ..covvuerseensens KiM...ooreenee 384.15 . 5
8 | Nelson Oldham ......ccveeeenen. KIM..cooiiieen 37317 woeeereees 4
we'll do the work, so you 9 | Mt LUZ corrersesrsrser KIM oo B346.75 voeeeeeresssns 4
can play the day away.
101 JEf Parker .coceeeeeererererererenes KIM ... 342.04 ...ereerirnnn 4
Warm days, starry nights, full 11 | Chris Hipgrave .....ceeeseenses 14 1 E— 7 4 4
raft support and gourmet 12 | David Zimmermann ......... S1 I 318.75 ceurrerererrnenns 4
meals. Run legendary Velvet :
. 13 | Mike BUINS .oocevrrrereesesnannns KIM ..coviinreinens 310.98 ..o 5
Falls, Pistol Creek, Rubber, SifMike Bu
Hancock, and Weber with Larry, 14 | Steve Kauffman ... KIM ..oovvveeeeeens 298.39 ...coirieerne 4
Allen and Jay to show you the 15 | Matt Davidson ... KIM ..vvrvrerens 29558 ..vviririrans A
best lines, waves and play 16 | SCOtt LErOUX wevvrsevrrsserseee 141 U— 290.32 ovvrrserrrree 4
spots. This trip will fill up fast, 17 | Eugene Gallagher ... KIM oo 286.08 vvvvveversrne 4
so book early to save a spot.
Room available for non-boating 18 Ga.W (I o = Y KIM...coocrienns 260.29 ....oevrvrrrenen 3
rafters, too. $ 149 plus fees, 19 | Brian HOMbDErg .....cemeeeeuneee KIM ..oovereenene 23543 .. 3
taxes and tips. 20 | Dave Ward ......cceeeeernerenens 1122.2 SN 231.00 cceererrernennns 3
Call 1-800-585-2925 to
reserve your spot today.
Small World Adventures
1675 Larimer St, #735 '
Denver, CO 80202 photo by Mike Hams
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- Best No. of
Positiml Name Class total races
| | Nathan Krissoff ......c.ccene. M. 41794 .. 5
2 | Austin Krissoff ... KIMJr...ocunneee 41134 oo 5
1 | Simon Beardmore ........... 125 5.5 N RO 361.05 ..o 5
i | Sven Hoosen ........oeeeenee. EEM I e 294.99 ...ccvrererinnn 5
5 | James Burris ......ceeverennane KIMJr .. 22846 .....ooceiiin 4
. fi | Matt Weldon ...oeevennnnnnnes EIM I e, 201.01 oo 3
e 7| Jff JOhNSON evverereeeee FEMJF o 147,69 oo 2
BT et 5 | PSS JONNSON ovvveeeeeeeeeenes RIM N v 14757 covvvrrersen 2
Simon Beardmore - I Nick Boatwright .............. KM ... 14314 ..o, 2
111 | Clay Wilder ..oooevereriveneee KIM Jr .o 117.63 e 2

KIW

Position | Name Class
1 | Cathy Hearn.....coeceeeninincncas K1w
2 | Jennie Goldberg ......cccvvunennd K1W
3 | Trish Chambers .....c.cceeunes K1W
4 [ Tracy HINES....ovvvveevirerions K1W
5 | Carol Pelmas ...cceerererseerens K1wW
6 | Hope Concannon ......ccuseess K1w
7 | Marian Davidson.....c..ceeueue KI1W
8 | Michde Hinatsu ................ K1w
9 | LisaFarin .ooveveverereresenens K1W

10 | Lane Errickson ....ceeevenune K1w

Best No. of
Name Class total races
Beth Karp....ocovevvecniennn RKIWJr .o 265.40 ..oceveerinens 5
ZuzanaVanha .................. KIW Jr ..o 25972 v 4
Kathryn Dyer ......c.ooeverenee. KIW Jr............. 132.38 ..o 2
BeccaRed.......cocovvivennenee KIW Jr ... 11852 oo 2
LauraJorgensen .............. KIWJr...ovvenee 118.07 oo 2
Mandy Weldon .....cceeeuenne KIW Jr....neeee. 118.02 ..oovvvevererenene 2
Shannon Reeves .............. KIWJr ... 11714 e, 2
Katie DEnNiS ...c.cvvveverenene KIW Jr....coeee. 11493 .o 2
Meloday Scheefer .....ccevuue KIW I v 7701 e 1
Lindsay Jenkins ......eeeuenes KIW Jr oo 7126 v 1
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Position

© 00 N O Ol b WN P

Name Class

JOe WINtErs ..covvereneresssneneans C1
TOMWIEN ceeeeererereresenenens C1
Tim Sampsel .oveeeeeeressessenens Cl
Kevin Michelson .....ceeeeeenae Cl1
Michael Beavers....couverreunens C1
Andy Bridge .cooeeeerensensnenaes C1
Mike Harris .ooueveeerseesennsennss C1

© 0 N4 O O M W N P

=
o

Bailey/Bailey ...covusensensensensens 2
Overdorf/Sampsel ....cccceenne (07
Albright/Scott ..covvevrriecernns c2
Zimmermann/Mein ... 2
Ross/Havens .....oommsmesenesens 2
Lubbers/Davis .uossmssssesesss (02
Lynn/BUrris .uoeeessessesessessens (07
HAGE/? wereeeeeeesseseeeemmssesesenes (o]

Van Winssen/Van Winssen .. C2
Wenchel/Mein ....ouvvcinennnns (07
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Lessons

by Robert Farmer
Copyright © 1999

Thefirst river | ever really paddied was

the Lower Y oughiogheny (Yok-a-gain-

ee) in southwestern Pennsylvania.
When | say "really paddled,” | mean by that
that | paddled an entire section o a river
rather than just a tiny piece of it. | had
paddied for one or two hundred yards on a
tame section of the Arkansas River in Colo-
rado, but | had quickly capsized and nearly
drowned in trying to escape the claustropho-
bic, old-style cockpit that threatened to re-
move my kneecaps every time | attempted to
enter or exit the boat. Also, | had briefly been
inaClass| rapid on Cache Creek in Califor-
nia, but that toowasnot redly intended asan
entry into the sport. The Lower Yough (pro-
nounced “Yok”) was, for al intentsand pur-
poses, the first time | had ever attempted to
maneuver akayak. | wasterrified. Althoughl|
was a strong swimmer, | had no ideawhat |
was up against intherapidsand holes on this
river. It's not that | underestimated them-
don't get mewrong, here-it's just that | quite
literally had no idea. It was this fear o the
unknown that realy bothered me. I, like
many people, had an intense fear of drown-
ing, a fear that seemed al too likely to be
realized in that confused and turbulent river
environment. As| pushed out fromtheshore
at the put-in, | was nervous. My new used
boat, purchased only minutes earlier from
oneof thelocal outfitters, seemedimpossibly
unstable, and | knew that, if | flipped, | would
swim. | did not yet have a roll. | had never
eventried toroll. | had absolutely no concep-
tionwhatsoever of how aroll shouldwork. My
strategy was, quite simply, to remain upright
at any cost. Failing that, | would wait for my
friend Joe to paddle over and somehow right
me. If that didn't work, | would swim the
terrifying, unfamiliar rapids.

As | approached the first wave-a gentle,
easy, diagonal wave often used by beginners
and others for surfing practice-l was very
apprehensive. Thiswould likely be my first
swim, in this first easy wave above this first
terrifying rapid. If | swam here, | would most-
likely be unable to exit the wide, powerful
current before being sucked helplessly into
the churning maw downstream, which was
quite clearly controlled by theforcesof dark-
ness and chaos.

| tried to paddle hard, to build up some
momentum to punch through the violent
holeat the base o thissinister 8-inchdrop. At
this point in my paddling career, however,
momentum wassomethingthat the river did

to me, rather than being something over
which | could exert even the tiniest modi-
cum of control. Somehow, though, | man-
aged to passthrough the hole, the hole that
most people could drift through uncon-
sciously, after which | struggled over to the
right shore, my boat rocking violently as my
poorly-adapted body tensed and overcor-
rected at al thewrong times. | sat there at
themargin o theactionfor several minutes,
watching scores of "experts" swarming the
river with masterful control. Finaly, there
was enough o agapin thetrafficflow that |
could slip out into the current without fear
d acollision. | teetered downstream.

Somehow, probably due to Joe's route-
findingability, | struggled through Entrance
rapid without capsizing. My relief was im-
mense. The field of rocks below meand the
powerful, changeablecurrents offered ahor-
rifying scenario for a swimmer. From the
eddy at the bottom, | briefly enjoyed some
little satisfaction frommy little success, and
then, quickly, without missing abeat, began
hyperventilating in anticipation of Cucum-
ber, the next, most bodacious rapid. My goal
for thisrapid wassimply to paddlefar enough
right to miss the rocks on the top left, and
then towash through upright .... Thesecond
part eluded me.

| don't remember much, other than be-
ingupsidedowninthewater, withincredible
paininmysinusesasaresultd thecold river
water penetrating placeswhere it was never
meant to be. For unexplained reasons, | had
washed over to shore, where | could at least
pull my head out of thewater, eventhough |
had no clue how to bring my disobedient
boat back under control. Bad boat! Bad, bad,
boat! Joe paddied over and twisted the boat
upright, and | was ready to go again.

For reasonsthat defy logical explanation,
| was able to remain upright through the
next severa rapids, indeed, on most of the
rest of the river. Except, of course, for Dimple.

Dimpleisthetoughest rapid on the river-
Class 4+, in my opinion, although the local
outfitterswould never admit that-anditlooks
it, Itinvolvesanarrow chute onriver [eft that
slams head-on into a squarish obstructing
rock with an upstream surface that leans
forward toward the unwary paddler like the
Tower of Pisa. For kayakers,what thismeans
isthat, if the side of your boat actually touches
therock, youwill beleaningupstream; if you
lean upstream, you will flip. These are im-
mutable laws, following in ineluctable pro-
gression. Once the sequence is initiated, it
can not be denied. There are other ways to
flip here, though, my favorite being the In-
stinctive Counteraction Against Non-Exis-

tent Centrifugal Force method. It must be
my favorite, because | used it long after its
novelty had worn away, despite many visual-
ization sessionsinwhich | abandoned it com-
pletely and decisively, relegating it to its
deserved placeonthejunkpile out back of my
consciousness. Old habits die hard. This
method also involves that pernicious and
redoubtable nemesis, the upstream lean.
What happens isthis: (1) you approach the
hideous Dimple rock; (2) you see that the
river piles up angrily before sloping gradu-
aly df to the right side; (3) as you move
rightward, you lean to the right, upstream
side, in anticipation of the turning forces
which you have come to expect from your
experiences on bikes, in cars, and in trains,
planes, and buses; (4)you flip immediately;
(5) experienced paddlers laugh at you - inap-
propriately, realy, considering the danger
here-because they've seen this a thousand
times; (6) you, however, don't see step 5,
because you are underwater, in fear for your
life; (7) you either roll up, or you swim.

There is another step that occurs some-
times, but it is by no means as certain or as
common as the ones preceding it. That step
istheoneinwhichyou get trapped underwa-
ter, and you die.

Someonediesat Dimplerock pretty much
every year-rafters, usually. It is good to re-
member to maintain respect for the river
here, for all rivers everywhere. Even easy
rivers are far more powerful than you are.
Remember that as you observe the depth of
thevalley the river hascut.

Onmy firsttripdown, | swamfrom Dimple
al the way down the following set of rocky
rapids, through Swimmers Rapid, tothe pool
downstream around the comer to the left.
Thisisnot an unusual occurrencefor novice
boaters. It would not be unusual for me, in
particular.

Aftertaking abreak toeat, swim, and play,
Joeand | continued downstream. | managed
to blunderwithout upset through all therest
of the rapids on the river, except for River's
End. After watching the current slam into
River's End Rock and then shoot |eft over an
obstructionist row of smaller rocks, | carried
my boat over the rocks on theleft shore. Two
neardeath experiences a day are plenty for
me, thanks. Clearly, | had met up with the
limits of my abilities. Thiswas quite easy to
do at that point in my paddling career.

[ am also proud to report that | managed
to paddie through the second hole at Double
Hydraulic without capsizing this was a
miracle that can not be explained in any but
religious terms. (I, of course, had no idea
where | was heading at the time.) There was
noreasonat all formenot toflip-l went right
through themiddle-but, inexplicably, | didn't.

| floated haphazardly down to the take-
out, where | emerged happy to bealive, and
cognizant that | had a long way to go. 1
couldn't imaginethat I would ever becapable
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of paddling Class5 or 6-my fear of drowning
wasjust toointense. Yet| alsorealized that |
would most likely keep improving steadily,
and, knowing my personality aswell as| did,
| imagined that | might well someday be
tempted to run Class 6 rapids. Whether |
actually would, | could not know. Neverthe-
less, such knowledge frightened me. | felt
shivers along my spine.

It is now weeks or months later. | have
paddled the Lower Yough numerous, or at
least several, times. | have usualy run it
alone, although oneis never realy alone on
aweekend run of the Lower Yough. Thereare
always people around in case o emergency,
so | don't really feel alone, even though,
strictly speaking, such asituationstill really
is not the same as paddling with others.

After my first trip on thisriver, | vowed
that | would not return until | could roll at
least somewhat better than 50%af thetime.
| spent several daysat a convenient eddy on
the Potomac near Harper's Ferry doing noth-
ing but flipping, swimming, draining my
flooded boat, and, sometimes, rolling. My
roll technique is now good on flat water,
where| never need it, but only iffy in rapids.

| am preparing to run Dimple. | have run
itevery timethat | have donetheriver sofar,
and every time | have flipped. My learning
curve hereisdismayingly flat. But here | go
again.

| charge down the chute, and approach
the heinous Dimple Rock. | instinctively fear
it, and lean away-upstream. Again. Asyou'll
recall from the immutable laws mentioned
earlier, this means that | am immediately
upside-down. | have flipped. The most im-
portant thing to remember here, | think, is
not to panic. if I'm going to come out o my
boat again, as| usually have here, I'm going
towait until after | have floated past Dimple
Rock. A person in a boat-even an upside-
down boat-has much greater flotation than
do a person and a flooded boat separately.
Also, hereisnot agood placeto roll back up.
| wait.

Thereisnow lessturbulenceinthewater,
solattemptaroll. | miss, but | manageto get
abreath of air. | attempt another roll. | am
up! | hear whooping from shore. But, in my
inexperience, | overshoot, flipping over to
the opposite side. | try again toroll. | miss. |
try again. | miss again. That's it, then, I'm
outta here. | push my way out of the boat.
Now | am swimming down a set o rocky,
turbulent rapids. | keep my feet up, arching
my back totry to stay near thesurface. Bam!
My butt hitsarock solidly, without slowing
memuchatall. | regain my floating position.
Bam! | hit another rock, more painfully.
Bam! A rock hits my ribs. Bam! My butt hits
another one. Okay, this is too shallow. |
should be able to stand up safely here. Bam!
| try to grab the rounded, smooth, slippery,
submerged rock that hasjust smashed mein
my buttocks. | try to stand. My handsdlip off

therock. I try to curl my legs up underneath
me as | roll over backwards. Then, | stop.
Finally! My right lower leg is jammed in
vertically between some rocks, my knee is
only inches below thesurface. | reach out for
a rock that will allow me to push my face
above the surface of thewater. | grab arock
and push, twisting my facetoward the atmo-
sphere. But the rocks are too far away; my
arms are not long enough. | can not get my
facetothesurface. | am trapped underwater,
unable to breathe.

| reach around with increasing annoy-
ance-1 am not yet scared, although such fear
might serve me well here, for motivational
purposes. There are no suitable rockswithin
reach. Thus | instead try to sit up-my ab-
dominal muscles are pretty strong-but the
more | sit up, the more water hits my chest
and shoul ders, pushing meback down, inthe
same way that an airfoil operates. Even the
IncredibleHulk couldn't sit-up hisway out of
here. Next, | figure that | should rise out of
the water bottom-first, pulling my head up
last. This can't be done, either; | have no
fulcrum, and the water pushes down on my
hips, too. Theair above thewater's surfaceis
only inches away; | can reach it easily with
my hands, but not my face. If only | could
grabahandful of air and putitin my mouth;
but, | can not. Now, suddenly, | realize what
ishappening here. | am drowning. | am about
to die.

Thisis ludicrous. This can't be happen-
ing! This water is only two-and-a-half feet
deep, 30 inches or so, barely over my knee!
How isthis possible?The answer, quite sim-
ply, isthat thewater here isdeeper than the
length of one of my arms to the opposite
shoulder-perhaps three-and-a-half feet,
downstream here, where my face happensto
be. Just asan unconscious person can drown
in a half-inch of water, or a baby can drown
upside-down in one inch o water at the
bottom df abucket, | can drown herewith my
face oneinch below the surface of the water
becausethedensity of thewater preventsany
usable quantities of air from getting to my
nose and mouth. Thus, | can expect to die
soon, perhapsin seconds. Possibly, | might
livefor asmuch as8 moreminutes, but | will
be conscious for perhaps only one o those
minutes. Then, after | lose consciousness,
my brain will begin to die in 4-6 minutes
more, | recall from my extensive first-aid
training. So | figure, add a couple of more
minutes, and I'll be dead.

| wonder if anyone noticed a body disap-
pear here under thewater. One minute | was
on the surface, and the next minute | was
gone. Probably, no one did. Despite all these
people immediately upstream from me, | am
essentially alone here. | believethat a person
is adways alone on the river anyway-unless
someone is standing nearby with a throw-
ropeready-in-hand;and eventhen, such help
may not be able to effect a rescue-but now |

amredly, totally alone. By thetimesomeone
figuresout that thereisabody trapped here,
underwater, and scrambles downhill over
those large, rounded, slippery river rocks
along theshore, | will belong dead, my body
fluttering pathetically in the current, sus-
pended from my right knee ... | find these
thoughts to be unacceptable. Therehasto be
something | can do ...

| grab my clothing, and try tocrawl up my
leg with my hands to get to the surface. It
doesn't work. Thecurrent istoostrong. | try
to maneuver around, stroking and sweeping
with my hands and left foot, trying to rotate
my left leg downstream underneath me. If |
canstand onmy left leg, | can pull against my
jammed right leg in an A-frame, tripod-like
arrangement to lever my body up out of the
water. Finaly, | get my left leg underneath
me. Pulling on my right leg, | push with my
left leg. | am up; | can breathe. | expect to
stand there briefly, but as soon as the air
reaches my lungs, my right leg pops loose,
wrenching my knee in the process. Now I'm
floating downstream again, my knee throb-
bing.

"Bump my ass as hard as you want," |
think tomyself,"I'm notfalingfor that trick
again. 'Fool me once-shame on you; fool me
twice-shameon me,' | remind myself.

| float on downstream, in the now-famil-
iar manner, to just below Swimmers Rapid.
Peoplethere have salvaged all of my gear for
me. | thank them. They probably havenoidea
that | just nearly died, just out of sight around
thebend upstream. Well, I'm notgoingtotell
them. | just want tosit herefor awhilebefore
| continue downstream. | just want to rest a
minute.

Later, | will learnto run Dimplewell, in
a variety of ways, but, on the first 8 or 12
timesl ranit, | awaysflipped upside-down. It
was a long learning curve. Some of those
times, | may have managed to roll up after-
ward-but not at first. I'm glad it's behind me.

On another occasion, | paddie with a
group, one member o which | have encoun-
tered briefly before. The personinthisgroup
withwhom | am acquainted isa pretty, dark-
haired girl who approached me at a gas sta-
tionwhensherecognized that | had thesame
model o boat she did. Then, we talked for a
while beforegoing our separate ways. Today,
she has a male friend, perhaps a boyfriend,
whom she seems always to paddie near.

Everything is fine, everyone is having a
good time, until we cometo River's End. As
I maketheleftturninthemiddled therapid,
| see that someone is pinned against the
rocks on the right. It is the girl's friend,
trapped in his kayak, pinned horizontally
against the broaching rocks that character-
ize this rapid. Other people, more experi-
enced and knowledgeable people, | presume,
have beaten me to the scene. The boat is, |
believe, partly above water, but perhaps not.
As| paddleover through the eddy behind the
rocks, his rescuers free him; there seemsto
be no harm done.
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After hereentershisboat, hedescribesthe
situation. "I felt pretty stable," he says, "I
wasn't scared.” Wait. Stop right there. "Ex-
cuse me, you weren't scared?," | ask rhetori-
caly. "A hundred thousand pounds of water
per second is flowing down this river, a dis-
proportional amount of it landing directly
onyou, pinning you inside your boat against
arock, and youweren't scared?," | query him
aggressively. "Now, let meexplain something
toyou here: You damn well should have been
scared, because what happened to you back
there is exactly how people die. You almost
died back there, and, apparently, you don't
even realizeit. Soif youweren't scared, then
there is definitely something wrong here." |
later discuss this with Joe, my experienced
paddler friend, and he confirms my suspi-
cion. "And furthermore,” | continue, "I've
known people who didn't know when to be
scared, and several of them are dead now-
victimsof what | term'an excessd courage.™
They died in climbing accidents, mostly, but
that difference isn't important; faulty judg-
ment isfaulty regardless of itscircumstances.
"So you had damn well better learn to be
scared, or | expect that you won't be living
much longer. If you weren't scared, if you
can't learn to be scared, then perhaps you
should take up someother, safer activity-like
golf or backgammon."

Thevictim mutterssomething, like"OK.,"
and drifts off downstream. Behind his back,
hisgirlfriend silently mouthsto methewords,
"Thank you." I've seen it before, | reflect. |

think about the departed | have known, vic-
tims in that other sport that | have loved so
long. I thinkabout a100-foot bloodstainthat
adorned theWind Tower in Eldorado Canyon
for several months one summer and fal-a
stain of the blood that leaked from ayoung
man's ear, | was told, after he fdl a ridicu-
lously-an ‘unforgiveably,' as it turns out-
longdistance downafairly easy rockwall. His
dried, thickened blood, as ephemeral as the
lost, squandered life of which it had once
been a part, stood that season as atestament
tofoolishness, until it waslater, at long last,
washed away by the cold, wet winds of a
Rocky Mountain winter. | seem to recall
being told that he too was out with hisgirl-
friend that fateful day ... Anexcessd courage.
Itisathin line.

Thesesorts of things happen every day, |
am sure. Many of them happen on the Lower
Yough. It isinevitable, redly, with so many
people receiving their first introduction to
river-running here. In addition to that, the
Yough is a convenient training ground for
novices who wish to become intermediates,
and intermediatestraining for the next step
up, perhaps to the Cheat Canyon, or maybe
the Lower Gauley. The Yough sees a lot d
traffic.

| never really had anyonetoexplain tome
al of thevarious river mistakes that people
make-some of them quite foreseeable, some
o them fatal. Such apersonwould have been
quite useful. | learned to develop a survival

sense through climbing, and it issomewhat
transferable, though not strictly, to other
activities, aswell. Inthedayswhen | climbed
moreoften, | used to read Accidentsin North
American Mountaineering. Every year, each
volume would have largely the same acci-
dents; mostly what changed were the names
o theinjured and the dead. For river sports,
there is the River Safety Report, an analo-
gous volume o river accidents that makes
educational, if sobering, reading. It is as-
sembled by Charlie Walbridge, a river safety
expert, and published by American Whitewa-
ter. You might want to get a copy.

| don't paddle the Lower Yough much
anymore, but | know itisstill there, teaching
a new generation the same lessons it has
alwaystaught sincethissport began, asdoall
rivers, creeks, and assorted streams every
day. The river seems benign, but it is not. It
is sometimes an unforgiving teacher. The
river is not your friend-not all of the time,
anyway. It simply is. It isgood to remember
that.

Editor's Note: Robert Farmer has been
working for the past several years to write a
book of river stories. /fyou enjoyed this
story and would like to reach the author with
publishing advice or encouragement, please
contact Robert Farmer at PO Box 41184 Bal-
timore, MD 21203 or rsfartner@starpower.
net

A Fird Descent:

By Tyler Williams

There was no turning back. Though we
stood at the put-in and contemplated the
run's hazards, the time for changing our
mindswaslong past. For avid kayakers living
in the parched Southwest, the murky chan-
nel d snowmelt seductively swirling its way
intoan unrun canyon wastoo muchtoresist.
We knew in our guts that we were going to
run it. Nevertheless, we carried on a discus-
sion o our options, feigning indecision. |
started: "Well, the water looks a little low."
Eric answered: "Yesh, but it's sure to come
up.""Then it might betoo high.""Y up, might
be" Obvioudly, our pregametalk wasgetting
us nowhere, so we returned to the car and
unloaded the boats.

Athinfilm of ice crept in from the edges
of the pool. We steered our boats into it,
testing its thickness. Our kayak bows cut a
break o open water like a ship might ply an
Arctic icepack, and our paddlesdipped inthe
newly liberated fluid. After all, it was only
mid-March, and probably the only time o

| promise)

year we could kayak this ephemeral water-
course draining the Mogollon Rim o Ari-
zona

The creek we were running doesn't even
have a name. The gorge through which it
runs, however, is more than impressive
enough to illicit a title. It is called Woods
Canyon.

Themodest stream began tumblingdown-
hill over small boulder gardens. We contin-
uedwithreluctance, for therewasclearly not
enough water to cover al the rocks. We
picked the deepest channel and gritted our
teeth, preparing for thejolt of rock on plastic.
Buttoour surprisewefelt nothing but gentle
glancing blows. Curiously, therocksfelt soft.
Closer inspection revealed that they were not
rocks at all, but large hummocks of grass!
With a soft and slimy riverbed under us, we
decided that the water wasn't too low after
all, and we forged deeper into the canyon.

Our grass riverbed was short lived, how-
ever. It changed to bedrock, then constricted

and steepened, and suddenly it seemed that
therewas plenty of water. Weweretreated to
threesuccessiveslidesintogiant plungepools
before our progress was slowed by the first
portage. Atumbling cascade terminated ina
pile of boulders prompting us to name the
unrun rapid "Undercut Hell."

The next mile was an alternating course
o bedrock-smooth slides and haphazard
mazes of table-sized boulders. Eric and |
wereeddy-hopping fromshoretoshore, leap-
frogging downstreamand paddling over blind
horizons on each other's advice.

We paused at a waterfall rapid too spec-
tacular to pass by without a photo. | knew
Woods Canyon would be a spectacular run,
and | had a strong desire to document the
canyonwith dramatic photos. | climbed onto
aledge o rock above the fals for the over-
head view. | could aready see the caption:
"Kayaker Running Waterfall." Eric ran it
cleanly and thesnap o theshutterwas timed
perfectly. | smugly put my camera back into
itswaterproof case knowing | had just taken
the next cover shot for the AW Journal.

A10-foot falls had me on shoresizing up
the next award-winning picture. Thisimage
would show Eric from behind, charging off
thelip o thefallstowardsthe pool visibly far
below. Click. Another stunning shot.

The creek took a turn under a north-
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facing wall, and we begrudgingly paddied
into the shade o winter. Icefallsthreatened
to skewer us from above as they hung pre-
cariously from the cliff to our left. We impa-
tiently paddled underneath, anxious to get
out of the drop zone.

The canyon wallswere rapidly closing in.
Our sunny little creek quickly took on an
ominousfed. Dark walls of basalt roseverti-
caly from the shores, forcing us to keep a
keen eyefor potential portage routes. Weran
a few Class IV and V dlides. These rapids
would havehad usgrinningwith gleeearlier,
but now wefinished each dropwith afocused
sense of relief.

When a larger than normal horizon line
loomed in front of us, we got out to take a
look. This onewould not be run. The whole
200 cfs slid down a 30-foot ramp, slammed
into a wall, careened to the right and
stairstepped another 20 feet to the pool be-
low. The canyon surrounding this cataract
arched overhead, creating a cathedral-esque
echo chamber that roared and made the
place even moreintimidating than it already
was.

Our portageroutewasfeasible, but hardly
inviting. A steep slope covered in snow was
theonly option. Eric kicked stepsintheshin-
deep snow ahead of me, and we gingerly
carried our boats across the slope at an
Everest-like plod. The portage wasn't the
most difficult I've done, but it was likely my
most carefully executed. A slip would have
sent me sliding down the steep snowslope
and off acliff at the bottom, depositingmein
the boisterous pool at the base of the falls.

Acrest spot in the middle of our cautious
traverseallowed adownstream view. Orderly
columns of basalt towered over the river,
sandwiching a layer of sandstone beneath
them. High on the canyon wall, water
squeezed through a gap— freefallingfor 300
feet to the pile of talus at river's edge. Be-
neath all the scenery snaked the river, slith-
ering through achaos of bouldersand drop-
ping at the rate of 400 feet per mile. Thiswas
the crux of the run.

The first rapid knocked me off balance
immediately. In a desperate attempt to re-
main upright, | braced against the cliff wall
to my right. This "rock bracing" technique
only served to knock the paddle out of my
hands and therefore accelerate my momen-
tum towards the inverted. Just as my head
went underwater, my knucklesgrated across
the coarse-grained wall o basalt and | used
the split second of leverage to roll back up-
right. The launchpad at the bottom o the
sluice was coming up quickly. | stuck my
hands in the water for a feeble attempt at
propulsion and plummeted off the pour-off
at the mercy o the river. Surprisingly, |
landed upright and beyond the hydraulic. A
conveniently placed boulder provided a spot
to halt myself, so | leaned into the rock,
grabbed it, and looked back at the drop to
search for my paddle. Four seconds later, it

rrived-riah - cor—=loTeven—by—tha
rivergods again.

After watching this fiasco from above,
Eric promptly lifted hiskayak to hisshoul der
and met me at the next available eddy. The
river tumbled downhill through anever-end-
ing pile of rocks. We were constantly out of
our boats scouting, and soon realized that
our timewould be better spent walking our
boatsalong shorethan trying to paddle them
down the creek. We portaged the next half
mile.

Safely beyond the steepest
section d river, we again got
inour kayaks. Wewere below
the basalt, and now walled in
by vertical buff-colored sand-
stone—the next levd d geo-
logic layer cakethat the river

would knife through.

The verticality of canyonwallsisawaysa
factor to consider when running new rivers.
One o the ultimate river running night-
mares is to be sluiced into a sheer-walled
gorge with no possibility of a portage and
subsequently forced over athunderousClass
VI waterfall. But however obvious and poi-
gnant thisfear may be, | havefoundthat such
ascenarioisexceptionally rare. In my yearsof
exploring riversin deep canyons, | had never
found abad rapid that could absol utely not be
portaged. For meatleast, theold adage "where
there's awill, there's away" had rung true.

It wasto my astonishment then, whenwe
arrived at the rapid subsequently named"Man-
datory Penalty." We wanted to portageittobe
sure. But just as surely, portaging here was
not an option. Perhapswe had relaxed and | et
ourselvesdriftintothissituation by not care-
fully planning our routes upstream. The can-
yon had mellowed, and thewallswere not as
menacing in appearance as they had been
earlier. In practical terms, however, wewere
now at the most committing piece o therun.

River left was only a 30-foot wall, much
lower than the cliffs we had already come
through. Unfortunately, it was solid rock
plunging straight into the river. The river
right cliff was even lower, but absolutely
sheer. Twenty vertical feet separated usfrom
freedom. We paddled around the pool like
micein aglass jar, looking for away out.

The rapid below uswas a ledge of sand-
stone backed up by a mess of boulders that
had rolled into the canyon and been flooded
downstreamonly toget hung up here, behind
thisnatural dam. Most of the flow shot down
the left side before splintering into several
chutes, each too narrow for a kayak. A small

[————-—————mn|
portion of thisleftchannel, though, found its
way back toriver right, whereit joined forces
with the myriad of channelsfrom above and
plunged over the ledge in a clean five-foot
flume.

| ran first. In my over-exuberance to get
right, | tatooed my elbow on the cliff wall at
the bottom of the flume. | wasalittle banged
up, but safely beyond Mandatory Penalty.
Eric learned from my mistake, and landed it
perfectly —elbows intact. We had made it
through a potentially disastrous situation
and vowed to proceed with even more cau-
tion downstream.

Soon aside-creek entered and added sig-
nificantly to the flow. The extra cushion
pushed us quickly through the next couple
milesd ClassIV water and out of the narrow
gorge, but wewere hardly finished. Arriving
atanother Class Vas thesunthrew asoft pink
on the rim o the canyon, we pulled our
kayaksontoflat riverside ledgesand called it
camp. Knuckleswere bandaged, clotheswere
dried, stories exchanged.

Our evening calm was interrupted by the
uncertainty of rising water. The creek con-
tinued togrow from theafternoon snowmelt,
its roar escalating as a suffocating darkness
filled the canyon. The river amost seemed
frantic in its race downhill. Every so often, it
would throw a possessed splash onto the dry
rocks of camp, reminding us o its restless
flight. We watched the river methodically
invade our,riverside camp until 9:00 p.m.,
when it finally began to drop, and we could
finally go to sleep in peace.

The next day brought yet another layer of
geology and thefirst paddlestrokes o morn-
ing sent us hurtling over a 25-foot redrock
slide. | captured a three shot sequence of
Eric's run: "The Entrance;" "Scraping the
Wall;" "Backender Exit." Playful but punchy
ledge drops punctuated our morning.
Y esterday's sieves were replaced with slides,
andthefear factor turnedintothefun factor.

Theremainder of the journey wasa Class
IT and T11 paddle out. A bull elk decided to
crosstheriver ahead of us, reminding usthat
thewaterwasn't theonly wildthinginWoods
Canyon. | pulled ashore and scrambled for
my camera to get a picture of the strutting
ungulate, but | was too slow.

"Noworries," | thought, "I've got enough
awesome photosonthisroll of film tosate my
picture-taking desiresfor ayear. In fact, I'll
just rewind the film right now so as not to
inadvertently damage it." The rewind lever
turned withapeculiar ease. And it kept turn-
ing. After five minutes of camera fiddling, |
finally accepted thetruth. Theroll o film had
never been wound, and | had not taken a
single photo! "Kayaker Running Waterfall,"
"Backender Exit;" they were just captions
waiting for ahome. Though | was too angry
at myself to be philosophical, Eric saw the
bright side. "Well, | guess well just have to
come back and runitagain" hesaid. Indeed,
wewill.
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Review d
Seep Creksd
New England

By Ambrose Tuscano

Anew book out by New England boaters
Greg and Sue Hanlon provides a great new
tool for the experienced steep creeker. It is
remarkablein that nothing quite like it has
ever been produced for this region. Steep
Creeks of New England contains essential
information for anyone intending to sample
the northeast's hairiest whitewater. Twenty-
nine ClassV creeksare described in the book
and each one sounds steeper, narrower and
harder than the last. A quick glance at the
pictures throughout the book should be
enough to assure anyone that these creeks
arefor real.

Thebook islaid out likethis: each creek is
givenabrief description and alisting of water
level information as well as other standard
guide book stuff like shuttle directions and
fopo maps. In addition, thereare useful para-
graphs called "Additional Information” for
each creek that give historical information
(first descents) and warn of particular haz-
ards. Thebook also provides afew blank lines
after it discusses each river so that you can
keep personal notes on that run.

Whilel first found thedescriptionsof the
rivers to be a little meager for my liking, |
realized that itismostly duetotheextremely
short length of these runs. Certainly, ad-
equate information isgiven so that a boater
who had committed the contentsof thisbook
to memory could runany of theriverswithin
it without being taken by surprise by any
heinous rapids. Needlessto say, inthe above
scenario much scouting would be required.

The best feature df the book seemsto be
the exhaustive detail putintothewater level
section. For many d the creeks covered in
Steep Creeks of New England there are sim-
ply no gages available. However, the authors
give superb information on how to extrapo-
late levelsfrom gages on nearby watersheds.

Oned theonly downsidesthat | wasable
to find to the book is that it makes little
distinction betweenthedifficulty of thecreeks
it describes. Since nearly every runislabeled
Class V, there is almost no way to quickly
assessthe relative difficulty of the many riv-
ers. This would be a perfect place for the
implementation of the new AW ratings sys-
tem. Hopefully this will be considered as an
additiontofuture editionsofthis book, which
will surely be in high demand for years to
come.

Greg's Video Corner

Unconventional
Videos Reviewed

| —
By Greg Akins

Thisinstallment of Greg's Video Corner
looks at three relatively unconventional
whitewater videos. While these videos areall
distinctly different, they share a common
thread of experimentation. Goodand bad can
come from experimentation. |n these cases,
wegetalittle of each. Wicked Liauid hasthe
typical componentsdf contemporary white-
water - fast paced music, extreme paddling
and huge whitewater, but is packaged as a
guidetothe Zambezi. My copy of Whe’s Your
Daddv? came with the following warning:
"...thisvideoisnot suitablefor all audiences
S0 please don't watch with your children ...
should be listened to loud for full effect.”

The Best of Gore presents whitewater raft-

ing as a spectator sport and includes cover-
age that would impress ESPN.

Wicked Liauid is an excellent, narrated
feature video highlighting the rapids of the
Zambezi RiverinAfrica. Ondisplay aresome
of thefinest rapids I've ever seen. Thisvideo
has a documentary feedl to it, but it doesn't
come off as boring. Instead it portrays a
completely cultural experience rather, than
just a snapshot o exotic paddling. There is
some great music and fun surf/play footage.
But the video also includesinterviews with
kayakersand some rafting guests.

Most extreme kayaking videoswould not
be bold enough toinclude rafting footage. In

Wicked Liauid raftingaction just addstothe

overall effect. These aren't just the usual
rafting carnage shots. It's impressive to see
an 18foot raft tossed likeachild's toy. Imag-
ine what would happen to your puny rodeo
boat?If you dream o paddling the Zambezi,
especidly if you are planning a trip there,
call Revealed Water Products at
877.766.4757, to buy this video. Enjoy the
journey.

Who's Your Daddv? may be the worst
video I'veseen inalong time. It hasdisgust-
ing, sexually-explicit subject matter, loud
offensive music, and ugly paddlers. OK, it's
actually pretty entertaining. Marketed as
"paddling porn." thisvideo doesn't actually
have as much true pornography as | ex-
pected. However, unless you want to field a

lot of questions, | wouldn't watch thiswith
your 3-year-old. Good Gravy Productions
obvioudly putal ot of effortintocreatingskits
for the video. And while they aren't aways
funny, they do break up the monotony of the
video. Thefeatured paddling isn't asexotic as
in other contemporary videos, but | suspect
the producer of Who's vour Daddv? was
trying to establish a new paradigm for pad-
dling videos, rather than just rehashing the
same steep-drop/big-wave sequence.

My only real criticism of thisvideoisthat
itlacksproduction quality. Butif youwantto
round out your collection and offend your
neighbors, buy thisone. Good Gravy Produc-
tions can be reached at 416.921.2333

The Best of Gore

This video, by Enviro-Action Sports,
caught mealittle off-guard. | was expecting
avideo like Wicked L iauid: a video guide to
Gore Canyon. Instead, thefilm includes pro-
fessional quality event coverage of the 1999
Gore Canyon raft race.

For rafters, thisvideoshouldn't bemissed.
Rather than arun of the mill video showing
100 shots o a raft flipping in Big Nasty,
Wicked Liauid highlights technically superb
raft maneuvers, rather than carnage. Of
coursethereisstill plenty of carnage; misad-
venturesareinevitablewhile racing through
a steep, high volume, granite-lined canyon
like Gore. And the runs of both the winners
and the losers are portrayed.

Thefootage of kayakers inthe race seems
moreancillary. Asadownriver racer, | would
havelikedmoreemphasisonthekayakevent.
There is still some exciting kayak footage,
including adynamic boat exit from the back
half of a Topoduo.

If you are a Gore regular and missed the
race or would like to participate next year,
thisvideoiswell worth seeing. Andif you just
want see what famous big Colorado
whitewater is all about, cal Enviro-Action
Sport at 970.923.3955 to order a copy.
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2000 Wildwater Eagern
Team Trialson the
Nantahala River

The nation's best wildwater racers will
compete onthe NantahalaRiver onMarch 31
and April 1, 2000, for a spot on the US
Wildwater Team. Theteam will represent the
United States in the 2000 World Champion-
ships in Treignac, France in June and in
other international competitions. A Junior
team of paddiers under age 18 will also be
selected at thisevent to competein the Jun-
ior World Championshipsin Vipitino, Italy in
July.

Wildwater racing isthe whitewater ver-
sion o downhill ski racingwith competitors
racing kayaksand decked canoesat top speed
over a 3-4 mile section o the river. The
action is fast and exciting as racers cal on

their endurance and knowledge o the river
to get to the finish line in the fastest time.
Theeventwill draw competitorsinthemen's
andwomen's kayak classes, and men'ssingle
and double decked canoes, known as C-1s
and C-2s.

Inadditiontotheeliteclasses, raceorga-
nizers have introduced a plastic boat class.
Paddlers new to Wildwater will test their
skillsin plastic kayakssuch asthe Perception
Wavehopper or Prijon Beluga. These plastic
boats are similar in design but more forgiv-
ingthan the composite boatselite racers use.

TheEastern Team Trials ontheNantahala
will consist of two days d racing. The top
finisherinaclasseach day will earnaspot on

National Paddling Film Fest
TravdsAbroad

By Zina Merkin

The National Paddling Film Festival Road
Show has hit the road in a big way! On
December 11, 1999, the Nell Kayak Club
brought the show to Neil, Belgium, for the
benefit of over 50 club members and friends
primarily from Belgium and Holland. Orga-
nized by Bryan Stewart, an American sta-
tioned therewiththe army, and Bruno DeWitt,
aBelgian kayaker, the Road Show waswarmly
received.

Bryan contacted Zog Aitken of the NPFF
after reading an articleabout the Road Show
in American Whitewater magazine. Aware of
the wide variety o good whitewater videos
availableinthe U.S, Bryan thought it would
be interesting to give his European club-
matesatest o Americanwhitewater culture.
Bryan and his committee picked out several
hoursd filmsfrom the NPFFarchives. They
pre-screened them and offered reviews, then
publicizedtheeventthroughtheir club news-
letter, e-mails, and word of mouth.

Thecrowd didn't actually voteon aBest of
Festival video, but the favorite of the night
appearedto beSilent Thunder: thel egend of
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the US Wildwater Team. A Western Team
Trials will be held in Washington State for
Seniorsand in Coloradofor Juniors. Thetwo
more racers in each classwill be chosen to
completetheteam. RaceOrganizerswill host
a series of informal training weekends for
competitors before the race.

Eastern Team Trialswill be held in con-
junctionwiththeNantahala Outdoor Center's
(NOC)annual Spring Splash! festival, which
is expected to draw over 10,000 people. The
event features sample programs of NOC ac-
tivities such as biking and paddling and a
popular outdoor gear flea market.

"So many things have come together
here to guarantee an excellent event" says
race co-organizer Carolyn Porter. "The vari-
ety of racers o different agesand skill levels,
and the excitement of Spring Splash! will
make this Team Trials unique.”

For further information or tovolunteer,
go to www.noc.com/nrc.htm or contact race
organizers:

Chris Hipgrave at 828-488-1377,
DaggerRep@compuserve.com

Carolyn Porter at 828-488-2176, ext 166,
Carolyn@dnet.net
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Team C. All the humor-
ous videos were well re- |
ceived, perhaps showing
moreof American culture
than Bryan originaly in- |
tended. The Europeans
wereimpressed overall by

the quality of the

videography aswell asthe

skill of thepaddlers. They |
enjoyed the variety of
stylesd filmmaking, and I
the range of paddling
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styles as well. Several at

the Road Show were inspired to consider
making their own videos to send in to the
2001 NPFF.

Bryansaid that Europeanwhitewater pad-
dlersface similar obstacles as Americansin
regard to access issues. Not only is there a
shortage of adequate public access points,
but many riversalso have" seasons" inwhich
kayakersareforbidden to paddiein deference
to fishing. There was one celebrated protest
last year inwhich hundreds of kayakers held

hands and formed a chain across the Meuse
River in Lieges, Belgium.

Whatever the challengeyour clubor your
area faces, the NPFF Road Show would be
happy to bethe centerpiece for local conser-
vation or access fundraising. Or just the
center of agood time! Check the NPFFweb
page hitto://www.surfbwa.org/npff for links
to the Road Show, and watch for new titles
from the 2000 NPFF competition.
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Championships squit me ouL. e e amad.

The 32nd Annual Southeastern U.S. Sladlom and
Wild Water Championships will be held on Saturday
and Sunday, April 29-30, 2000, on the Nantahala
River near Bryson City, North Carolina. The races
adso include the American Canoe Association Dixie
Division Decked Boat Championships. The event is
sponsored by the Georgia Canoeing Association with
the assistance of the Nantahala Outdoor Center and
the Nantahala Racing Club. Race headquarters will
be at the Nantahala Outdoor Center.

The slalom course will take racers through the
ClassIII Nantahala Falls. The wild water runsare 8
milesand include ClassIII rapids Patton’s Run and
Nantahala Falls. There is also a 5-mile Down River
Fun Race-from Ferebee Park to above Nantahala
Falls, which does not include any rapids above Class
I1. A"Puppy Slalom" is being considered for younger
and beginner racers using only the gates below the
Falls. Skill levels of competitorstypically rangefrom
personsmaking their racingdebut in the Fun Raceto
nationally ranked paddlers honing their techniques
in the slalom or wild water races.

There are separate classesfor: men, women and
mixed (tandem);adults, juniorsand masters; kayaks,
decked and open canoes; and championship (racing)
and cruising (recreational) designs.

This year the slalom championship classes for
both decked and open boatswill be held on Saturday
on a challenging course, and the cruising/novice
classesfor both deckedand open boatswill beheld on
Sunday on a"toned down" course.

Awards will be presented in ceremonies at the
end of each day's races for the top threefinishersin
each class. The Southeastern Cupwill be awarded to
the paddling club whose members accumulate the
most race points.

Inaddition, therearethree special awardsin the
wild water race. The Charlie Patton Award is pre-
sented to the fastest canoe racer in the wild water
race. The Julie Wilson Award is presented to the
fastest female competitor in thewild water race. And
the Ramone Eaton Award is presented to the tandem
team turning in the fastest OC-2 wild water time.

TheSoutheastern Championships providea week-
end of fun and excitement for competitors, race
workers and spectators alike against the backdrop of
the Nantahala National Forest. All racers and race
workers receivearaceT-shirt. In addition, therewill
be arafflewith lots of paddling prizes.

The Fower of Experionce

You may register by mail or in person on the
afternoon before the race. There will be no late
registration on the day of the race. To register by

Lall amd it pur welerle for o
e calaley and e namiv &

mail, you can receive raceregistration package, which Frijdn doaier soar giw
contains an entry form, description o fees, waivers

i ti : B h i ]
and other race information, by sending your name i e A

and mailing address to David Martin, Race Registrar,
108 Wakefield Drive, Atlanta, CA 30309 or e-mall
your request to dsmsr@flash.net
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hewhitewater reach isthe Elkhorn
"Gorge" of Kentucky. Five milesof
Class II-1II rain dependent stream
whose flow has been caled home.
sanctuary, playground, and business has re-
cently gained anew statuswhitewater access
protected. This isthe story about the creek,
the land, a family, a feud, some bottles of
bourbon, and how agroup of peoplewho love
whitewater secured a place for all paddlers.

The run has historically been from the
"Forks o the Elkhorn” bridge put-inon U.S
460 where the North Elkhorn and South
Elkhorn tributaries come together down to
the traditional take-out through "Saufley's
gate" on Peaks Mill Rd. Birthplace to genera-
tions of wwpaddlers, the Elkhorn's large wa-
tershed hastheability tohold agood rain and
generally keep it's flow. Occasionaly prone
tomassivefloods, which are constantly chang-
ingand rearrangingit's limestone creek bed,
there was one particularly awesome deluge,
that actually smoothed out the Elkhorn's
whitewater into ClassI-11for abrief time. But
don't passthe"Mighty" Elkhorn off as lame
or too tame. Even during it's brief post flood
wwanemiathecreek couldstill kill. Although
one flood totally blew out a brand new and
costly concretebridgetheinfluential Saufley
family had constructed at the take-out, the
same high water left the innocent looking
low dam at the Jim Beam Bourbon distillery
still standing and remaining as a multiple
killer. At most flow levels (usethevisual gage
on the Forks U.S 460 bridge) thiseasily run
barrier isa ClassII movewith ClassVI drown-
ing potential that continues to claim the
occasional careless tuber or too casual or
inexperienced boater who becomescaughtin
it's drowning machine grip.

Through the late 80s and early 90s the
Elkhorn had more periods of high water that
gradually brought back the Class 111 hydrau-
licsandthewwpaddlerstocarveit's currents.
Thenin 1997, ahugeflood shoveled out afew
solid Class III drops just in time for the
wwpaddling boom that was sweeping across
the country. Suddenly, the 99 mile long
Elkhorn "Creek" (onemile short of making
the river classification) seemed covered in
boaters and gleaming SUVs. Not only were
private wwpaddlers enjoying the higher lev-
els but also lots of people very new to the

The view of Saufley's gate (old , now
closed) Eikhorn takeout.
photo by Ed Gouncill

sport (folks who tended to rent their boats
from outfitters and sometimes sit on their
life jackets instead of wearing them).

The owners of the take-out, Yvonne and
Zack Saufley, had always graciously alowed
private wwpaddlers o the Elkhorn Gorge to
exit thecreek acrosstheir land and park their
carsalong thewide placein the road next to
their gate. In the days before wwpaddling
became so popular it was rare to see more
than 3 or 4 boater's cars parked here on any
d the rainy daysthe creek was high enough
to paddle. However, this same wide spot in
the road was aso a frequent hangout for
locals bent on partying, fishermen, high
school lovers, and unwelcome overnight
guests. These non-paddling folkswere much
more frequent, and polluting pronevisitors.
They tended todropbeer cans, spent condoms,
empty worm containers, tires, and washing
machines. According tolegend, thisprompted
a member of the Saufley family to take a
frontloader and actually push one persistent
local'scarintothecreek. Eventually thestate

waspetitioned toinstall guard railsalong the
roadway. Thisaction,alongwiththeSaufley's
own fences and gates, mostly kept the non-
boating people out. Yet there was still just
enough room left for the occasiona paddler
orfishermantogettheir car legally out of the
road with no hasslesfrom the Saufley family.

WWhoaters generally were welcome by
creek sidelandowners back in the 1970s and
80s. The Saufley's had even invited the Blue-
grass Wildwater Association out o Lexing-
ton to hold monthly meetings on their land
on at least two occasionsand also helped the
group conduct a Boy Scout trip by allowing
everyone, including one o the local outfit-
ters, CanoeKY to park and organize on their
land. TheBWA and other KY paddlinggroups,
including the Viking Canoe Club d Louis-
ville, and Elkhorn Paddlers, always endeav-
ored to keep good relations with the Saufley
family aswell asall of the landowners along
the creek. Performing annual creek clean-
ups, being considerate, respectful to privacy
and property, and generally attempting to
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kiss Mrs. Saufley's butt with bottles of Jim
Beam at Christmas. Thesewere harmonious,
symbiotictimesfor privatewwpaddlers, land-
ownersand bourbon makers.

When the popularity  paddling began
soaring in the early 90sand the car company
ads were sprouting kayaks, two commercial
outfitters began having some success run-
ning self guided canoe and kayak tripsalong
the various sections o the very
scenic Elkhorn. Soon, dl thelocal
landowners were upset at the in-
creased numbersd peoplefloating
or paddling the Elkhorn and it's
forks. Feeling invaded, the locals
were constantly reminded that the
world had found them as they
watched large commercial vans
pulling trailers full of boats and
disgorging lots of loud, nervous
touristsall over their serene coun-
tryside. The parking, loading and
unloading of half dressed humans
of all agesalongthe narrow, wind- -+
ing road was whipping the locals
intoaproperty rightsfrenzy. There
were also more frequent distur-
bancesfromtheunskilled paddlers
of the Elkhorn Gorge. Competent
wwhboaters on the stream at higher levels
were witness to numerous ugly swims and
sometimes were called upon to assist in the
rescue of totally unprepared boaters who,
after their swim, ended up trespassing across
private property and disturbing irritated lo-
cals to use the phone or beg a ride. It was
becoming a stream with it's people out d
balance and everyone demanding their own
piece o the Elkhorn.

Kentucky is astate that has seen it's fair
share of Hatfield vs McCoy style feuds. Right
here in the rolling hills of Franklin, Co.,
home of the Elkhorn Gorge a new fight be-
tween neighbors, the Outfitters vsthe Land-
ownerswas forming fast. For awhile the pri-
vate wwhoaters managed to stay neutral and
were able to gingerly paddle between the
threatening legal boulders and nasty verbal
hydraulics raging between these two inter-
ests. Around 1998, the Rain Gods bestowed
their bounty and produced thesecondyear in
arow o unusually wet weather conditions.
Therain fed, flood enhanced, Elkhorn Creek
seemed to be running continuously and on
theever sexy Elkhorn, if it rained, they would
come.

TheElkhorn wasnow moreeasily paddlied
andconvenientthan any timein recent boater
memory. Alwaysa relatively safe and forgiv-
ing beginner stream (if you portage the bour-
bon plant dam on theleft) the Elkhorn Gorge
isalsofull of fun surfing spotsfor experienced
playboaters. Just afew minutesfrom Lexing-
ton and Louisville, an easy day trip from
Cincinnati and weekend from Indianapolis.
Private wwpaddlers were becoming much
more prevalent. Outfitted in the new smaller
boat designs, which werehel ping to bring out

the nuancesof the Elkhorn'sflow at various
levels, boaterswere creating new fun moves.
Unfortunately we were into another type o
style which created some problems. The
cancer growinginwwhboater relationsbegan
with the overcrowding of the few parking
spaces available along the Saufley's sliver of
land at the take-out.

Instead of 5shuttle vehicles, it grew to10
and even 20 or moreon those sunny summer
Saturdayswhen thecreek was flowingstrong.
Private paddlerswere al so generating plenty
of noise, exposed skin and middle of the road
conversations along the narrow and moder-
ately used country lane. Thevastly increased
volume of private boaterswashelping totip
the people situation further out of balance
ontheElkhorn. The landownerswere losing
patience and it soon became apparent that
noamountdf Jim Beamwould helpmaintain
access to the creek.

Mrs. Saufley was spotted taking pictures
of the parked shuttle cars along the road.
Boaters were getting nervous that the
Saufley's take-out may soon be taken away
and nobody wanted to see their brand new
Lincoln Megamachine pushed intothecreek
with afrontloader or towed. It wasn't along
wait when one day the dreaded "no parking
signs" sprang up and were stuck into the
prime parking spotsalong theright of way at
the Saufley's gate by the KY Dept. of Trans-
portation. The very nextweekend thosesigns
were promptly pulled out in broad daylight,
virtually under the noses o the Saufley's, by
acoupledf shortsighted boatersand thrown
into the creek. Suddenly, thanks to these
few, all wwhboaters lost what little immunity
might have remained against the landowner
and outfitter feud raging around them.

By the time 1999 rolled around, the
troublesonthe Elkhornweregetting beyond
ugly. An anonymouscomplaint from aland-
owner gave rise to a lawsuit by the county
against the owner of CanoeKY, one of the
outfittersonthecreek, for havingacommer-

cial operation on property zoned rural/resi-
dential. Ed Councill, the owner of CanoeKY
ownsahousealong thethecreek at Knight's
Bridge (aka; Quarles Bridge) about 1.5 river
miles downstream of the Saufley's gate and
the next available place to take-off the creek.
State Trooperswere reported to be cruising
around when it looked like rain to check the
reinstalled "no parking" signs and added
barbed wire. ]

Members of Uhe BWA and olher
local paddhng groups realized Thsl
the Elkhorn was becoming much
moredifficultto paddle. In hopesof
avoiding thetow truck at Saufley's,
private boaters were being pushed
downstream to Knight's Bridge. Un-
fortunately the parking problems
around the bridge were readly no
better and there was little doubt
that numerous "no parking" signs
or guard rails would sprout soon
around there as well.

-— - By the springand early summer

of 1999 therewasan optimistic and
promising new initiativestarted to
gain federal matching fundstowards
the purchase o the Quarles land,
50 yards downstream o Knight's
Bridge and perfect for paddler access. The
federal matching grant could provide funds
for improvement into a public creek access
point. Itseemed agood sol utiontoeveryone's
dilemma. David Quarles (theonly landowner
willingtosell landfor thispurpose) could sell
hisland, wwpaddlersgained a take-out, out-
fitters would have a legal boat launch and
pickup point, and landowners would see,
hear, and encounter less congestion and dis-
turbance around the road and near their
residences. Thegrantwriting effortwasspear-
headed in a collaboration between severa
membersdf the BWA and the Elkhorn Trust,
a conservation organization represented by
Ed Councill, owner of CanoeKY.

Expertly written by adedi cated BWA mem-
ber, the Knight's Bridge Landing proposal
for funding was unanimously approved by
the Kentucky State Trails Advisory Board
with the Department for Local Government
staff ranking the proposal 5th out of 58. It
was starting to look good for the paddiers of
the Elkhorn. Commissioner Bob Arnold of
the Department for Local Government, who
made the final recommendations and sub-
mittal of funding requests to the Federal
Government Federal Highway Administra-
tion, wasonly one remaining hurtleto over-
come before the dollars flowed. If the pro-
posal got the go ahead from Mr. Arnold,
federal approval was virtually assured.

Aletter writing campaignwasinitiated by
paddlersfrom three states to help Mr Arnold
understand the necessity of Elkhorn Creek
access. At one county tourism commission
meeting where the project was discussed
Mrs. Saufley stood up and declared that it
would be a "cold day in hell" before she
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alowed any boatersthe use o her land ever
again. Another landowner appeared in local
TV news interviews claiming increased con-
gestion and trash if the take-out wasfunded.
Two weeks later Mr. Arnold, an unelected
political appointee of Kentucky's Governor
had reached his decision. He denied the
Knight's Bridge Landing proposal, using as
anexcuse, thefierce oppositionfromthefew
well connected local landowners. In a tri-
umph o no-brainer political expediency, the
good ol’ boy (and girl) network had success-
fully portrayed the proposal as the work of
outside special interests bent on destroying
the serenity and sovereignty of the area by
encouraging hordes of touristsand trespass-
ersto descend upon the Elkhorn.

This created a crisisfor wwpaddlers. Not
only had private wwboaters lost the bid to
createa new access point_we were now fully
embedded into the feud between the land-
owners and the outfitters. The Quarlesland
wasstill for sale (asit had been for almost 2
years) and several dedicated membersdf the
BWA continued to work to find a solution.
Hopes (and the weather) were in a severe
drought however with no one anticipating a
simple or quick opportunity to gain access.
Boaters were dreading the inevitable con-
frontationswithlandownersthat surely would
comewith the winter and spring rains.

Then in mid October of 1999, David
Quarlesdecided to put up hisland for salein
an absoluteauction to take place in 30 days.
For privatewwpaddlers, thismoved
the situation from a simmering
crisisto an outright and immedi-
ateemergency. Therewerenoother
landowners between the Saufley's
and Knight's Bridge known to be
willingtosell theirland—especially
if itwasto be used for creek access.
If the Quarlesland were to be pur-
chased by a nonpaddler or possibly
by an adjacent landowner hostile
to recreational access, Elkhorn
wwpaddlers could become an en-
dangered species reduced to out-
law renegades down a creek with
no take-out.

Facedwithdwindlingtimethere
werestill hugedivisionswithinthe
BWA ranks over the best plan to
follow in the event of a successful
bid at the auction. We needed a
single uniting plan and we had two. It wasa
very bad case of shuttle madnessover how we
would drive this bus to the take-out. One
group, fearful' of the restrictive zoning and
injunctions over use as access was advocat-
ingtheland be purchased and donated tothe
Fish and Wildlife Service which was per-
celved to have increased leverage in getting
zoning changes. Another faction was push-
ingforacompletely private buy withtheland
held by asmall groupof investorsasalimited
liability corporation. Findly, a handful of
BWA paddlersstrongly involved onbothsides

o thedebate met over afew beersat an Irish
pub the Monday evening before the sale that
Saturday. It was during this meeting where
the consensuswasfinally brewed to purchase
theland with private donations and immedi-
ately donate it to American Whitewater. The
entire land donation was to be controlled
throughout the sale by the "principle do-
nors" (people who gave $500 or more to-
wards the purchase). Each $500 donation
equaled onevoteonthe new AW Acres Coun-
cil. The AW plan was announced at the BWA
meeting on the following night with only
three days | €ft till the sale. The membership
immediately voted to donate $1,000 to the
cause. Within those three days the access
movement had miraculously obtained do-
nated pledgesin excess of $32,000 thanksto
the generosity, determination, and on-line
connectivity of wwpaddlers, their organiza-
tionsin three states, and the able help o the
dteff and other volunteersof American White-
water. Actually thefull total collected inthe
emergency blitz was slightly over $40k in-
cluding "loan pledges’ to be used in case of
aclose bidding competition.

Wefelt sure that we had enough money.
Who else would redly want 4.89 acres of
perpetually flooding creek bottom?The only
other intereststhat were perceived to be out
therewerelocal deep pocket landownersbent
on buying the land only to keep it out of
wwhboater's hands. We paddlers were com-
pletely paranoid and receiving reports that

there would be hostile, local landowners or
their representatives bidding at the sale. A
plan was needed to give the impression that
the boaters had run out of money inorder to
stop someone from simply bidding up the
price. We could not allow ourselves to get
into a toe-to-toe bidding war with a land-
ownerwho potentially had much deeper pock-
etsandan equal fervor to"save' theElkhorn.

Saturday morning, the day o the sale
arrived and the final stealth meeting of the
key playerswas held in Lexington. Mr. Party
(aka Rich Smithers) was there in his green

Jim Barna Log homes hat and JB Log Home
logo satin green warm-up jacket. John Foy,
treasurer of the BWA pressed into servicefor
the sale, came armed with the last minute
donor money totals loaded into his laptop. |
wasthereto represent American Whitewater
and Burgess Carey for the BWA. In between
gooey Mcdona d's pancakeswewent over the
plan and madesure everyone understood the
bidding queuesand our roles. Thenwelit out
for Frankfort and the sale at 10 am. on the
property at Knight's Bridge.

For the numerous volunteers heavily in-
volved in the process it had been afast mov-
ing three days. Frantically soliciting money
from donors via e-mails, message board
postings, and phonecalls, therewasno time
for traditional snail mail communication.
Along with the conferences with lawyers,
auctioneers, surveyors, paddling groups,
landowners,and web pagebuilders,themoney
was pouring in with credit card donations
through the AW web site and by hand deliv-
ered and mail promised checks. David
Quarles, alocal calmwater paddler and owner
of the property up for for auction even added
adramatic karmic twist by joining the BWA
and donating one of the largest contribu-
tionsto the cause. Hewanted to see hisland
go to American Whitewater as much as the
wwhboating public did.

Mr. Party drove himself to the sale at the
Elkhorn and made sure to stay separated
fromJohn, Burgess and | whowere acting as
ifwedidn't know him. Pullingonto
thelandwithaboat ontheracksd
Burgess's Sportsmonster 4X4 van
we proceeded to play our parts as
the nervous paddlers we were. A
few other boaters showed up and
we double checked to make sure
that none o them attempted to
talk to or recognize Mr. Party, who
strolled around seriously inspect-
ing the land and talking to the
auctioneer.

Itwasasunny, unusually warm
November day and there were
maybe 25 people milling around
the property. The auctioneer and
his son were handing out plats o
the land from the back o their
microphone-equipped pickup
which alsodoubled astheir floatin
the Capital City Christmas parade
and were attemptingtoidentify thereal play-
ersintheauction. We boatersweretrying to
seem nonchalant as we scanned the crowd
for our competition when just before the
start of the sale, we were approached by an
older gentleman none of us knew. He
smoothly introduced himself and explained
how hetoowasa canoeist of the Elkhorn for
many years. We idly talked of our situation
and inadvertently tested his feud politics by
vaguely relating our troubles with old Mrs.
Saufley. At thispoint intheconversation, the
gentleman held up his hand and then gently
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informed us that he was in fact Mrs. S's
accountant. He then courteously excused
himself from our company just as the auc-
tioneer was climbing into the bed o the
pickup truck to start the bidding.

After statements about the absolute na-
ture d theauction and hearing no questions
from those gathered about the property, the
auctioneer began his sing song chant at
$60,000. "..who'll gimmie 60, 60, 60...” he
pleaded while hisson walked around infront
of the crowd beckoning and motioning with
his hands like a revival preacher looking for
converts."...who'll gimmie&0, 650, 60...Come
onyall, this here is prime creek front land"
boomed theauctioneer"..who'l gimmie50,
50, 50... now then 45, 45, 45.." He slowly
worked hisway down and then at $20,000 -
WHAM - someone off to theleftin the crowd
motioned a bid. The boaters had no problem
looking stunned. In our pre-sde strategy
meeting that morning we had decided that
wewould not bid beyond $17,000. If wewere
to stick to the plan, the "boaters" couldn't
even make a bid... we were "out" of money.
Thehorizonline d thedrop and thesound o
theauction gavel hittingwasall that was |l eft
and we hadn't even caught an eddy. The
boaters were all following Mr. Party's lead
now.

That first bid was immediately followed
with asecond, and then athird and fourth all
coming within seconds of each other. It was
maddeningly unclear, at least to me, exactly
whowasbiddingsincethesignalsweresubtle
and the action so fast. | could feel the pulse
pounding in my ears as | focused on Mr.
Party, our shiny green log home man on the
scene, camly wag his finger at $29. The
auctioneer's son was in major arm swinging
and pulling motion now. Heseemed in disbe-
lief that we boaters weren't bidding. He ca-
joled the crowd and and harangued everyone
over and over looking to pull anod or signal
from among us. But the boaters just looked
around and kicked thedust in mock resigna-
tion and remained silent. Finally the
auctioneer's son gave up pulling for more
money from the crowd and "Going
once...goingtwice...SOLD for §29,000!" thun-
dered from the auctioneer who waved to-
wards Mr. Party. Burgess looked over, threw
asubdued air punchwith hisclinched fistand
whispered "YES"

Wehadwon but wewerestill trying not to
act like winning bidders. It had been agreed
that if the boaters held thefinal bid, those of
uspresent would not make ascene. Wedidn't
want to celebrate too strongly or give an
impressiondf gloating. That timewould come
later. The Saufley Family owns the entire
ridgelineoverlooking the newly acquired AW
Acresand the consensus feeling was to be as
low key as possible. There was still great
paranoia regarding the vague wording of the
zoning laws and besides, we were neighbors
with the Saufley's and the other landowners
now and wewanted thefeud finished assoon
as possible.

David Quarleslooked slightly stunnedwhen
Burgesswalked over totell himquietly that the
paddlers actually won the bid. As David was
new to the BWA he had never laid eyeson Mr.
Party. Nor had any ideadf theamount of money
that had been collected. Asaseller and adonor
David had excused himself from AW Acre coun-
cil decisions until after thesale. When Burgess
lethiminontheschemehehad noidea AW had
won the final bid. He thought he was going to
be watching Abe Lincoln in a silk warm-up
jacket build alog home on the creek. | walked
over to the auctioneer and authorized the AV
10% deposit check and confirmed that Ameri-
canWhitewater would indeed betaking posses-
sion of the deed at closure in 30 days. Time to
break out the bourbon and party.

With aflurry of signaturesin an 18th cen-
tury, walnut paneled Frankfort, KY law office
American Whitewater took full possession of
it's latest land acquisition and became a prop-
erty taxpayer in Kentucky. Through the fo-
cused action o members, AW was continuing
to set new precedents for action in securing
whitewater access. By providing theinfrastruc-
ture to make such donations d the land a
reality, American Whitewater and dedicated
people are helping to promote the strongest ,
most assured method possible to obtain
whitewater access protection — direct property
purchase.

But the land acquisition and success o the
auctiononly markstheend of theshuttleinthe
sagaof AW Acres. Weveadll still gotto runthis
thingand makeit asenvironmentally correcta
paddler's parking lot and gathering spot aswe
can. That will take more planning and money
andvolunteers. Weal so need to begood neigh-
borsand cool thefeud. The courts may already
be helping thatalongamid CanoeKY’s success-
ful defensedf it's zoninglawsuitwith thecounty
and the judge's ruling effectively evaporating
any looming worries over zoning issues and
the whitewater access of AW Acres.

Now it's time to write the next chapter in
the Elkhorn saga and draft new tales of pad-
dlers working to preserve and enhance their
sport. | hope itsbeen raining or melting water
into your favorite drainage while you've been
reading thisarticle. Get out there. Go paddling
and join up with your boating friends for fun,
safety and strength in keeping each other's
whitewater streamsopen andfree. Whileyou're
out there you might reflect on this saga and
how one band of committed, creative paddlers
working together with American Whitewater
faced the challenges and helped to forever
expand your paddling opportunities.

For more information on how you can help
support AW Acresor secureand protect access
on your favorite or endangered stream please
contact:

Jason Robertson

American Whitewater Access Director

1430 Fenwick Lane,Silver Spring, MD

20910

Phone:301-589-9453 email:

Jason@amwhitewater.org

or visit our web site: http://www.awa.org
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Experienced Boaters
Accident Reports - Second Half 1999

By Charlie Walbridge

Thelast haf of theyear isoften atime of low water, creating fewer

opportunities for whitewater accidents. There were only two canoeing
and three rafting deaths reported to us during thistime. However, the
6 kayak deathsrecordedwould havebeenafull year'sworth just adecade
ago. Evenmoretroublingfor American Whitewater isthefact that only
oned thevictimswasinexperienced; the rest were advanced or expert
kayakers running Class IV or higher whitewater. Nowadays kayaking
deaths, unlike canoeand rafting fatalities, will probably involveskilled
paddlers. Therewerel8kayakfatalitiesreported toAWin1999; 16inthe
U.S, and 2 overseas. Theskillsand interestsd thevictimsparallel those

o the typica member of American Whitewater.

These reports are usually forwarded to AW from the internet viae-
mail, and many originate as postings to rec.boats.paddle, a usenet
group. I'dliketothank KevinSulewski, Kathy Streletsky, AdaParkinson,
Paul Schelp, Slim Ray, and the board and staff of American Whitewater
forsending thismaterial tomeasthey encounterit. I'd also liketothank
those who actually wrote these accounts. These efforts allow the
paddling community to learn from thesetragedies, and enableothersto

avoid asimilar fate.

Kayak Accidents

Idaho's North Fork of the Payette

Offers mile after mile of relentless Class
IV-V big-water rapids. It was on the upper
section, in Nutcracker Rapid, that Richard
Carson lost hislife. According to his post on
rec.boats.paddle, Brad Moulton met Carson
on August T5™ at the put-in below Smith's
Ferry. Carson, 30, was a very experienced
kayaker from Memphis. He was paddling a
Topolino and wearing afull coverage motor-
cycle-style helmet. After a brief discussion
they agreed to paddle together.

The pair ran thefirst few drops cleanly,
but at Nutcracker, Carson dropped into a
huge hole. After a short, violent surf he ex-
ited. He seemed dazed and was not swim-
mingaggressively. Moulton movedinquickly

for a boat rescue. He eventually reached a
small eddy, but Carsonwould notletgoof the
boat. After they washed out the back of the
eddy, Moulton flipped and rolled in the vio-
lent rapids below. He later discovered that
the water pressure punctured his eardrum!
Carson let go of hisboat during theroll, and
Moulton tried to pick him up again. Because
Carson could not grab hold, Moulton pulled
him onto his deck and paddled him into an
eddy asecond time. Again Carson did not let
go o Moulton's boat and get to shore, and,
once again they drifted out of the eddy and
into the rapids. Thistime Moulton shapped
his paddle and flipped. He bailed out and
swam to shore just in time to see Carson
disappear around the bend. After catching
his breath, Moulton, who had lost his boat,
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walked downstream along therailroad tracks
on river left to Big Eddy. Here he swam
across the river to the highway, and found a
group of ER nurses bent over Carson, per-
forming CPR. Despite these efforts, the vic-
tim never regained consciousness. An au-
topsy uncovered no evidence of head injury;
indeed, there were no broken bones of any
kind. It's probablethat this death was caused
by flush-drowning, and that Carson's help-
lessnesswassimply the result of exhaustion.
Brad Moulton isto be complemented on his
tenacious attempts to perform a rescue de-
spite clear personal risk. Doing what he did
in big water isvery difficult!

Washington’s Cascade River

OnAugust 277 Eric Adler, 33, diedwhile
attempting a run of Washington's Cascade
River with three friends. A report submitted
by J.P. Hargrave, one of his companions,
describes the accident as follows: Adler at-
tempted to runthefirst ClassV drop, " Starts
withaBang” by starting right, thenfinishing
left. He lost hisline and dropped into a bad
hole. After trying to work free for several
minutes and after being flipped repeatedly,
he bailed out and started to swim hard for
shore. Two o his friends had landed, left
their boats, and were working their way up-
stream with throw bagswhen thishappened.
Athird man attempted a boat rescue, but was
stopped by aholethat Adler washed through.

Adler was still attempting to swim to
shorewhen hewas pushed downstream into
Bridge Drop, another steep, obstructed Class
V. Running this drop blind was not prudent,
so his group got out of their boats and ran
down along the shore. No one saw what
happened, but he was found floating face-
down at the bottom o the drop by some
cataraftersan hour later. CPRwas performed
without success. This is not the first flush-
drowning to occur on the Cascade; we can
only hope it will be the last.

Colorado's Poudre River

By mid-Septemberthe Poudre Riverwest
o Fort Collins, Colorado had dropped to a
low level. Thismadeit possibletorun Poudre
Falls, a very steep Class VI roadside drop
abovethe highest conventional run. Accord-
ing to a first-person account posted to
rec.boats.paddle by Kevin Hammonds, he
met Dan Stotz, 32, early on the evening of
September 6™ Together they spent over an
hour scouting this very difficult, complex
drop.

The plan wasto run the first two drops,
eddy out on river |eft, then ferry to amicro-
eddy on river right, just above a final
unrunnable drop. There Hammond, waiting
with a rope and carabiner, would clip into
Stoltz'sgrabloopand secure himso hecould
get out safely. Stoltz ran thefirst two drops
flawlesdly, caught the left eddy, then ferried
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over to river right. He caught the micro-
eddy, but ashe eased back toalow Hammond
toreach hisgrab loop, hisstern passed tothe
wrong side of asmall boulder. This put him
just beyond Hammonds' reach. Stoltz
struggled briefly, attempting to beach him-
self against a shallow rock. Then he slipped
backwards, over the horizon lineandintothe
unrunnable drop.

No one saw what happened, but he was
almost certainly pinned beneath the surface
against arock invery powerful current. Res-
cuerssearched for three dayswithout finding
his body. Authorities were planning to close
upstream dams to reduce the river's flow
before looking further.

Connecticut's Quinnipiac River

On September ¥7= the rains of Hurri-
cane Floyd had passed through New England,
raising many river levels past flood stage.
Paul Santoni, 34, decided to paddle the
Quinnipiac River near Cheshire, Connecti-
cut with afriend. According to Edwin Miles,
a local paddler familiar with the river, the
Quinnipiac isa benign little river with afew
rapids in the Class I-II range. The pair was
using sea kayaks, using life vests and hel-
mets, but no sprayskirts.

The accident occurred where a pipeline
crosses the river, creatingasmall drop. The
highwater turned itintoavery nasty hydrau-
lic, much like a low-head dam. The pair cap-
sized and became trapped in the backwash.
They clung to their kayaks and screamed for
help. Eventually a homeowner heard them,
investigated, and called 911. The victim's
friend managed grab hold o an overhanging
tree limb until firefighters arrived. But Mr.
Santoni lost his grip on his boat and was
quickly swept under water.

West Virginia's Lower Gauley

Gauley Festival weekend isa joyful gath-
ering of whitewater paddlers in Southern
West Virginia, and thousandsturned out this
year to enjoy the bright sun and sparkling
water. Chris Malamisura, 20, borrowed his
father's car and drove to the Bucklick Access
tothe Lower Gauley from Bluefield, Virginia
He approached some paddiers from Pitts-
burghand asked if hecould runtheriverwith
them. After asking himafew questions about
hisexperience, whichincluded the New River
Gorge and several comparable runs in the
Southeast, the group alowed him to join
them.

Koontz Flume lies about a half mile be-
low the put-in. It'sabig, but relatively straight-
forward, ClassIV. Thegroup rallied abovethe
drop, then made for the large staging eddy
near the top of the rapid on river right. The
eddy isnot particularly difficultto catch, but
it deservesyour full attention. A report sub-
mitted to AW by Barry Adams stated that
Chrisflipped just upstream o the rock that

formed the eddy, then washed down along
theeddyline. Heattempted four or fiverolls,
coming close but not quite righting himself,
before bailing out.

At this point he was just upstream of
Koontz Rock. There's a bad sievein between
this rock and some smaller boulders just
upstream. Chrisexited right abovethis haz-
ard and washed into thesieve head-first. AW
Safety Chair LeeBelknapspokewitharanger
involved with the rescue. He stated that
Chris's knee was caught between two rocks,
with is head downstream. He may have at-
tempted to keep his head above water by
pushing off o rocks with his paddie.

Adams and other members d his group
landed upstream and attempted to reach
Chris using throw bags. Hewasable to grab
one, butwhen thegrouptried topull himout
he could not hold on. After he let go of the
rope, a member o the Pittsburgh group
attempted a very dangerous swimming res-
cue. He was washed into the same strainer
and was rescued by an alert paddler with a
throw rope. A rescue PFD, if it had been
available, would have been a safer alterna-
tive. By now avery large crowd had gathered
at thescene. Moreattemptsat recovery were
made until National Park Service rangers
reached the scene. Therangerswere delayed
by near gridlock on the access road, which
was blocked by the illegal parking of a few
careless private boaters. The rangers made
several attempts, then decidedthat they could
not make a safe recovery until water levels
dropped significantly. NPS personnel re-
turned the following morning, before the
Sunday release arrived, and were able to
retrieve Chris's body.

Most of us have either asked to paddie
withagroupdf strangersor beenapproached
by unknown boaters seeking to paddle with
them. Thisisagreat way to meet new people,
and I've spent many enjoyable days doing
this. What happened on the Gauley is
everyone's worst nightmare, and although
thePittsburghgroupreacted tothesituation
withskill and courage, it wasaterrible expe-
rience for everyone involved. For mysdlf, |
paddlewhitewater near the limits of my skill
with people | already know. In easier
whitewater, | can be less selective. My rea-
soning is that when you join an unfamiliar
group, you boat to their tempo and style.
They can't be expected to make allowances
for your weaknesses. In hindsight, someone
who knew Chrisbetter might havechosen to
avoid thetricky staging eddy where theacci-
dent occurred. But you can't expect to redly
"know" someone after afew minutesof pre-
trip conversation.

Nepal's Sun Kosi

It has been avery wet year in the moun-
tains of Nepal. The Sun Kos, a popular and
frequently run 170 milelong river trip, was

running between 50,000 and 100,000 cfs.
This level was high, but not unreasonable.
Severa rafting companies had recently com-
pleted successful runs. Jim Traverso, 44, was
an experienced kayaker who had lived and
boated in Nepa for twelve years. He was
making his third trip down this reach, lead-
ing agroup from New England. According to
areport by David Allerdice, alocd outfitter,
the accident occurred on October 9, on the
sixthday of anine-day trip. Thegroupstopped
and scouted Jaws, a hard Class IV rapid lo-
cated just below the confluence of the Dudh
Kosi. Just downstream this rapid lies "Dead
Man's Eddy." a powerful recirculating cur-
rent capable o sucking ten foot logs under
water at lower flows. It was decided that the
kayakerswho wished to run the drop would
go first, so they could provide safety for the
raft.

The group entered the rapid closely
spaced. A woman, paddling second, flipped
and was quickly rescued by the leader.
Traverso, running third, rolled in a large
hole, then capsized in the huge waveshelow.
Afollowing boater picked him up on hisrear
deck. Traverso, still holding onto his boat
and paddle, did not assist his rescuer very
much. This made for dow going, and soon
they were being carried towards"Dead Man's
Eddy." Suddenly a big pulse of water tore
Traverso off the back deck of therescueboat,
sucked him under water, and pushed him
into the eddy.

His rescuer was pushed the other way,
and was carried some distance downstream.
The other kayakersin the party, after seeing
the raft float through " Jaws" made their way
downstream. They spotted someonefloating
face-downin"DeadMan's Eddy" Twokayakers
paddled deliberately into the eddy and at-
tempted a rescue, but they were unable to
grab Traverso or push him to shore. After
about ten minutes the exhausted kayakers
were forced to quit. Then, as shore based
rescuers watched, Traverso's life vest was
torn from his body. He was then pulled un-
derwater and disappeared. Hisbody wasnever
recovered.

High flows don't make the Sun Kosi
High technically more difficult, but they do
increasethe consequencesdf aswim. Several
members of Traverso's kayaking team ob-
served that it is not possible for a single
boater to pull both aswimmer and hisgear in
water thisbig. Had Traverso simply let go of
his boat, he could have been pulled to safety
more quickly. They also speculated that
Traverso may have inhaled water or been
stricken by a catastrophic health problem. It
isalsopossiblethat Traversowashit by float-
ing debris and knocked unconscious. Those
familiarwiththeriver describe theeddy asan
unpleasant and dangerous place, but feel
that most swimmers in it would survive.
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Canoelng Accidents

I early September B canoe carrying a
family of four broached on a midstream rock
while running a Class g section of the

f River meam Gay ordsville, I
necticut. Very UICk|y—|__ pped. filled
with water, ﬁﬂ wrapped. Aceording [ an

article in the New Milford g Times 1ara
Butler, 10, was caughtWt € Foall an
the rock. Although she was wearing & life
vest, it was of no help as she struggled ¥ keep
her head above water: Her father made semm
eral rescue attempts, but was thwarted by the
swift current. Family members mm {~ Roufe
7, which runs alongside the gy and flagaeg
down a car. Volunteer fire fighters, who were
holding an open house less than aquarter of
a mile away, responded quickly, but could
not reach her intime. Several o thefiremen
were carried some distance downstream by
the current.

We also received an article from The
Hartford Courant containingsketchy reports
d other canoe accidents occurring on that
first weekend in October. Another family of
four wasstranded when their canoe capsized
on the Farmington River near Apricot's Res-
taurant. They had to be pulled of a mid-
stream rock by firefighters. That sameday a
45year old man died after hiscanoe capsized
in rapids on the Connecticut River near
Northampton, Massachusetts. Policereported
that the victim was not wearing a PFD. |
suspect that there were other incidents dur-
ing the high water period following Hurri-
cane Floyd, and anyone with information
about them is encouraged to contact me.

Rafting Accidents
OF the three rafting deaths reported in
the latter half of this vear; WO WETT pommmmes

cial, andonewa ate ONAugust 1= Charles
o and : SC? EIY
H+pegem4+

T atter swimming t hTf'Ll“E
(—rH—Fﬂ-e mm Maine's West Branch

Penobscot River. His guided raft flipped at
Exterminafor Wave. Fl—gwacpulledmhnhm

after m long swim through heavy Class IV

Fapids, Thompsen nitially seermed I and
told hisguide that hewanted to continuethe

S Suggests bﬁ?rll
fatlure fg‘e&llapostlﬂer catastrop %I\\ Hua th
roblem
P D_August 13T Linsay Giltespie; 14, T
out o her guided raft at Lower Railroad
RapidonWest Virginia's New River following

acollision with a rock. The New, ore of [he
most pOpujar ratbg roms in the country,

WS P qu|te low due 6 drought. This
exposes a number o dangerous undercut

that

Ms. Gillespie was carried into Clamshell Rock,
a nasty undercut, where she mas trapped for
roughly IT minufes. Guides worked rapidl
e free pa then began UPR. They mum
tained her vital signs during the evacuation,

first on foot, then by vehicle, and later by a

helicopter waiting at the rim d the gorge.
Despite theseefforts, she never regained con-

On October 2™ a two-boal private [rip
encountered trouble in Utah’s Westwater
Canyon. Both boats flipped inthe big holein
Skull Rapids. Oneraftand most of the people
in it washed through this rapid and several
other drops downstream before reaching
shore. Thevictim, Max Turner, 29, was flushed
with fhe other raft info the Room Of Doom, a
violent reeirenlating eddy that’s always full
of debris. The rafl pinned, and Mr. Turner's
18 got caught i nihe bow line dangling from
[he raft. Several strong paddlers from other
groups were unable to reach him, and he
drowned after m desperate 30-45 minute

struggle.

Beath Strikes Unprofecied Swimmers
Traeh struckaf theWerld Rodeo Cham

pionships duringthefirstweek of December.

This event was held at Full James Rapid in
New Zealand, which consists o a hig wave/
hole, two strong side eddies, and smaller
waves running out into flat water. During a
break inthecompetition anumber o boaters
whowere not wearing lifevests began swim-
ming and tubing the drop. Niamh Tomkins,
24, amember o the Irish Rodeo Team, en-
tered the water behind severa others.

Clay Wright's RBP post reported that she
was pulled down by a strong eddyline and
held under for about 30 seconds. She resur-
faced briefly, and was being hel ped by nearby
boaters and swimmers, when she was pulled
down for asecond timeand held under for 15
minutes. Alerted By the public address sys-
tem, all competitors 1mmed1ately began
searching for her. She mas spotted floating
under water; and nearby paddlers bailed out

and pulled Fer & The surface. Race organiz-

ers kayakers, m emergency services per-
sonnel "then worked with utmost skill and

speed on her behalf. Thiswas, unfortunately,
not N prevent her death
Ithougﬁ ibérkllénced whitewater pad-
dlers seldom drown this way, deaths of un-
protected swimmersinfast movingwater are
not meeesmmees The National Park Service
Morning Report, forwarded by Ada Parkinson,
reported five other river swimming deaths
thissummer. On July 7™ two swimmers died
inseparate incidentson Pennsylvania's Dela-

wmame River, On JTuly 18% Mary Ward, 80,
m om Deep Creek in Greal m

\lm 1]! ain Nation: ] Park after huumm;ﬁwp -
romher inner tube. Eighteen year old

Alexander Terry drowned onAugust 1%, while

CWITTITTIATE n the mj SOUth [(]}F of the

ge mberland i Kentucky. Augusf 4“’
rgel Markowitz became plnn under a

boulder during aswim in Yosemite Valley’s
Merced River. Several weeks earlier a base
jumper, attempting to elude park rangers,
also jumped into the Merced and was killed.
On August Bonia Mubbard, 17, drowned

while swimming in the low-water Potomac
River near Great Falls, Virginia. Most narra-
tives report that the victim was doing fine
until fthev were pulled under suddenly by
divingeurrents. In each case, rweH-irited life
vest would have saved thevictim's life.

These narratives should remind al pad-

dlers, no matter hiow skilled, that they need
towear aPFD atall timesinwhitewater. This
isespecidly truein big water, where power-
ful downdrafts may pull a swimmer farbelow
the surface and hold them there for long
periods. Peoplewho are pulled far Giidei wa-
ter without PFDs often become disorien-
tated, and actually swim away from the sur-
facel One rec.boats.paddle post speculated
that the festive atmosphere at the World
Championship site, the warm sun, music,
and the excitement o competition may have
made swimming the rapid seem safer than it
really was. Although recent advances in the
sport by elite paddlers have shattered many
preconceived ideas of whal's safe and what
a0 L ypg MMUSE always respect the basic safely
rules thal semwe zs fhe foundation of
sport, There are several fatalities behind ev=
BTH guideline listed m the American
Whilewater safely code: ' mmmm paddling
Events become MOTe pommmem cach of ms
ftst remember not 0 [ef enthusiasm and
exciterment SUNSEITUTE for commuon serse and
good judgement.

T mmme disturbing incident, Doug Van
Mouten sent us an e-mail detailing fafe of a
mm threw a dead fish #F passing

alter? gy the Snake River in Wyoming and
Rit a ™0MaT in fhe face. Lafer he was as
saultedby the woman's boyfriend and thrown
info [he water & Lunch Counter Rapid. The
teenagerl who wmas 10f wearing a PFD,
drowned. ITis assailant is mow facing mar=

§aug‘rllstg in the news this past summer: a

huge canyoneering accident. Rising waters
ina T " ganyon in S Switzerland claimed
he [iTé oF=t least 18 people, This sport, which
mvolvessvwmmlng cllmbmg andrappelling
down streams 6o steep o paddle, was fre-
quently confused with white water paddhng

AW office personnel s often called opon
to set the record straight.

I'd like to thank everyone who wrote or

forwarded [he material that form the basis ef
Tﬁﬁ report. Your continued kelp is vital To

Vs safely mission] '~ the New Millennium
beglns lets have {‘un and stay safe. Please

don't forget tosend us pressclippings, e-mail
accounts, and other info. Don't worry, we
! mind ZeHipg duplicate submissions!

Please l_m—’]mc.\ if your memmm o7 any other
information in your report should be kept

confidential. You can reach Charlie

mm RL. 1, Box
A43B Bruceton Mills, \'\\ 2652

Phone 304-
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AW Boater Photos

Top: Richard Grape ... a hardy soul ... breaks the
ice on Fikes Creek in southwestern
Fennsylvania. Fhoto by Bill Blauvelt.

Bottom: Jeff Folsgrove charges through Camel
Rock Rapid on the Obed-Emory river system in
Tennessee. Photo by Todd Spencer.
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Lots of information on boats & outfitting

VIOHAWK .'.

One day response on Catalogs
1-800-686-6429 (7days 24 hrs)

["T=IT cimare | asag LY | FacToRY
DEECT
ROCED 10" | =] [ L]
PR ;T'.i" ATE HISE.TE
FROBI 13 FIH it 5835 |
FROEE 17 B 1E" lj'l'_| [TET s ]
el i LY [Feey [
WA 11 5" iETH ll“?
WIFER 12 i BaTS Bdb 04
KL 13 13y §ATT Nl B0 i)
XL T [ B70E Dad
T AT T AT3T R
SRHANAN 13+ T [TIE] TTE R
2 ilamigresd hl Hprpd Ciesd
| Forcourteous, expert aavice fromthe people who

design and build our canoes, call:
407 8343233 M-F 8:30 am-4:30 pm EST

Mohawk - 963 CR 427 N - Longwood F B

infokayakmexico.com

Adwartire
vaCALiong

s briscibo
Wl i -waler

riviers ol

Manico

the seconda sZRson

BLue Mountan mtﬁttﬂ'[":i._

103 State Road _Z_Ttt;_
(Rts 11 & 15) F_;;.?
Marysville, PA17053 'ﬁi ;
Phone: (717)957-2413 L= LI
“wranw blusmountainouiliiersno T

Voyageur = Gaia = Werner

P Salamander = Thule = MTI
T Rapidstyle = Planetary Gear
_S T WVountain surf - Northshore

GreatfulHeads = Aquabound
Go wn"H Bending Branches = Mitchell
Rapid Putse - Granite Gear

YOUR BOAT s ™ peruge - Kexarar

Seattle Sports - Pelican

W—ﬁe-rm-ne t- Everareen GEA\T
Pr_ijon' ustom Wf)odsltrip
s BOATS TO
wermass e e GO WITH
weve SO PR YOUR STUH-

Excellentselection of Accessories
& Outfitting Supplies...custom, or do-it-
yourself. If w e don't have it (which is
unlikely), we'll getitormake it!

Look forusintheHistoric
Marysville Train Station overlookingthe
SusquehannaRiver. Call for hoursand

directions. F

CHECK Ui QUT T
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click here...

Sawrsbew TAPL
Enctals My ol Py

WWW.CAMPMOR.COM

OUTHTTERS
DRY BAGS * PFDs ¢ INFLATABLES
e NEOPRENE CLOTHING ™|
e CAR RACKS e+ ACCESSORIES

PLUS
» BACKPACKING
« CLIMBING
* FAMILY CAMPING
+ RUGGED CLOTHING

& FOOTWEAR A

NAME BRANDS AT
THE LOWEST PRICE

~MIDDLE FORK & MAIN SALMON |

Tdl Free -888-634-2600-

L L

—  Or Writeto Us at:
PO BOX 700-AWO,

07458-0700

SHRED
BETTER!

% The Kayakers Playbook!

This pocket personal trainer
teaches drills that improve
whitewater kayaking skills.
Simple explanations of dozens
of exercises make learning
easy. Includes waterproof crib
sheet. By Kent Ford, with Phil &
Mary DeRiemer. 64 pages.
‘Excellent! Practiceddiligently, these drills will
elevate anybodys skills dramatically... could
eliminate 10 years of trialand error learning'.
Brian Brown, former US team member

and coach.

Solo Playboating... The

Workbook explains dozens of

exercises that show how to

improve your paddling. These

drills will help you avoid bad habits

that arise from improper practice,

S0 you can eliminate years of

learning by trial and error. Improve

your control and confidence, get

longer surfs, and have more fun on the river,
guaranteed! Best when used with one or both
companion videos. 64 pages. 'What an
advantage you provide the new paddlerby
providing so much qualityinformationin
enjoyable formats! 'John Seals.

Available from your favorite retailer, or
Performance Video & Instruction, Inc.
550 Riverbend, Durango, CO 81301
1-888-259-5805
www.performancevideo.com

R

American Whitewater v March /April 2000

Rodeo, Boat,
Creek Boat
Race. Boal,
Boof, Boat’
Eddy Boat,

Just Boat.

Join American Whitewater,




RIVERSPORT
. 213 Yough Street
Confluence. PA 15424
(814) 395-5744

e-mail: whiteh20@shol.com
www.shol.com/kayak

One of the top whitewater schools m the
country Riversport offers a safe yet
challenging experience for first-time beginners.
as well as experts.

Friendly instructors, small classes, excellent
equipment, and a beautiful riverfront camp
combine to provide the perfect setting for
learning whitewater skills. Students are
carefully placed m small classes according to
skill level, paddling interest and age. We
guarantee your satisfaction. Ask about our
special clinics and group rates.

Nestled on a bend of the California Salmon River
between the Marble Mountains and the Trinity Alps
inNorthern California, you will find kayak paradise.

Our amenities are unmatched. Deluxe lodging;
gourmet meals; hot tub; sauna; masseuse; moun-
tain bikes; warm rolling ponds and gorgeous rivers
for all levels-beginning to advanced. We provide
state of the art equipment. Our instructors are the
best you can find. We can tailor your week to be as
challenging (or relaxing) as you would like!

Adult & Kids Classes « Grand Canyon Trips

otter bar lodge |

- — kayak school

7~

A

The boat that rews, paddles, surfs, and hauls your gear..

R T T

t.“ Jack's Plastic Welding, Inc.
8007421904
WWW.jpwinc.com

AL LAREERELELEREE ARSI LI IILIE LI I YT Y]]

High Quality Inflatables, Drybags, & Paco Pads
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WARNING: PROLONGED CONTACT WITH
WAVE SPORT FORPLAY. MAY CAUSE DIZZINESS-
EXTREl\/E PERI CDOF EUPHORIA AND

Y HMGHG YOUR PEERS

JUST LOOK AT WHAT IT DID IN NEW ZEALAND.

Eric "Wick" Southwick went to the 1999 World Freesi& ~ Championshipsin New Zealand with Team USA threw down when it really mattered,
and paddled away with a gold medal. Congrats to one of t he nicest guys you could ever paddlewith. Sweet!

Wave Spart paddier Bmoke Winger kept the USA
in the women's medal chase, with a fantastic
performance that won her a bronze medal. Here
oe's paddling a XXX for e Worlds, she chose
Canada's sensational Julie Dion has been
I|ght|ng up he rodeo circuit all season. our new ForPlay.

Like 1t? Paddle |t! vou can stare at, drool over—or even sit in— the same
Wave Sport boats these champions paddled at your local retailer OR you can test paddle one at
You Can Paddle! Day near you. Go right now to www.youcanpaddle.com or call 800-311-7245
to find your local dealer or event. With more than 200 educational, on-water You Can Paddle! Days
scheduled nationwide for 2000, you shouldn't have to go far. And they're free, so bring a friend.

Wave Sport ® 336-434-7470 e www.wavesport.com ¢ PO Box 4339 Archdale, NC 27263 Dept. AW010

Whitewater Kayaks. Period.
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