£2.85 Nawsstand Price

oF 1! i"g "anBSIII M 71

i
&
o
T

~ — Making the Video..;g 82

I\lld “ 1
ThiTORATORS :"




perception”

ONE WITH WATER

[ we started Perception" back in the'70s. ]
SO 1U'LL UNDERSTAND IF THE EXACT DATE IS A LITTLE FUZZI.

WE WERE DOING A LOT OF THINGS BACK IN THE '70s, BUT WHAT WE WERE DOING MOST WAS PADDLING. WHICH IS
HOW PERCEPTION GOT STARTED. WITH A BUNCH OF PADDLERS WHO WERE WAY INTO KAYAKING AND WANTED TO
PADDLE THE BEST BOATS IMAGINABLE. 23 YEARS LATER, WE'VE GROWN INTO THE WORLD'S LEADING MANUFACTURER
OF MODERN KAYAKS. WE'VE PADDLED MORE WATER, CREATED MORE INNOVATIONS AND INTRODUCED MORE PEOPLE TO
THE SPORT OF KAYAKING THAN ANY OTHER BOAT MAKER. YOU MIGHT SAY WE'VE COME A LONG WAY SINCE THE '70s
MAYBE. BUT THEN AGAIN, MAYBE NOT. FOR A COPY OF OUR NEW 1999 CATALOG, GIVE US A CALL AT 1-800-59-KAYAK.

01999 Perception, Inc. www.kayaker.com
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Director’s
By Rich Bowers

Welcome to a new spring paddling
season! Whether you enjoy the excite-
ment o whitewater, the solitude of a
wilderness river, or just the fed o a
paddle slipping through the current, |
hope you have asafe and wonderful year
d boating.

| know that somed us have not been
able to paddle much during the winter.
Regardlessd theexcuse (lowwater, work,
family or that blown dry suit seal we
never fixed), now is the time to get out
and get on thewater.

It'salso agood timeto remember that
the rivers you'll paddle in the coming
months are not the same as they were
last year. Besidesthe safety implications
— and the need to check for downed
trees, changed rapids or rusty skills —
thisisalso truefor the conservation and
access issues affecting these rivers.
Throughout the winter, decisions have
been made that will affect you and the
rivers you enjoy.

For the most part, the decisions made
regarding river access were significant
improvements. And while I'm sure new
problems, threats and closures will bea

J"ui':

u

part of 1999, several decisionsareworth
knowing about:

In December, the New York Su-
preme Court joined California, Oregon,
Montana, and North Carolina in sup-
porting recreational use as a viable es-
tablishing principa for navigability on

the South Branch o the Moose River._

Just asimportant, the court determined
that "in order to circumvent ... occa
sional obstacles, the right to navigate
carrieswith it theincidental privilegeto
make use, when absolutely necessary,
thebedand banks, including theright to
portage on riparian lands."

Alsoin New York, avictory against
high water closures was made when the
Persia Town Court dismissed charges
against boaters enjoying a high water
run on Cattaraugus Creek.

In Colorado, the District Attorney
dismissed acaseagainst two boaterswho
ran Cheesman Gorgeon theSouth Platte
River, and were ticketed when they por-

taged a metal grate placed by a loca
landowner. Similar to the decision on
the South Moose, which also involved a |
private sporting flub aslandowners, the |
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case was dismissed because the Colo-
rado Attorney General haswritten, "itis
not a crime to float through private
property.”

In January, the Grand Canyon
National Park announced reductions in
the fees that are charged to non-com-
mercia rafters and paddlers (fees are
about thesameif you haveahugegroup).

American Whitewater played amajor
role in each o these decisions, and you
can get more detail on them in this
edition's access section.

But what doesthis mean for you? If
you're stopped by an irate landowner,
can you yell "Don't you know about the
New Y ork decision?' | don't recommend
it. But it does provideboaters, clubs,and
boater organizations like American
Whitewater with " persuasiveauthority"
— ammunition in river terms — to
changenavigability lawsin other states.
In 1999, we expect to run with these
decisions and use them whenever and
wherever possibletoguaranteeriver and
stream access to paddiers.

Here's to a safe, enjoyable, and legal
year of boating! SY.OT.R.

| EDITORIAL ===
DISCLAIVER =l

The opinions expressed in |
the features and editorials of
American Whitewater are
those of the individua au-
thors. They do not necessar-,

- ily represent those df the Di-

rectors of the American
Whitewater or the editors of
this publication.

. Onoccasion American
- Whitewater publishes official

H organizational policy state-

+ mentsdrafted and approved
' by the Board of Directors.

- These policy statements will
_ beclearly identified.

=
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Remember - tomorrow your favorite river could be in jeopardy. A donation of
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E-Mail Address: Expiration Date
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Detatch and mail to: AWA, PO. Box 636, Margaretville, NY 12455
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“Taking the Whoopty
W|th the Dol11”

Dear Bob:

You'veconvinced me. (Notthat | needed
convincing.) | am never going to run the
North Fork of the Payette. Not the Top, not
the Ladies Run, and not anything in be-
tween. But, man, did | enjoy your derring-
do.

Thanks,

April Holladay

Whoopty on the
North Fark

Hi Bob,

Great articleabout the NF of the Payette
inthelatest AWA! Ayear and ahalf ago | went
to Idaho for the first time with every inten-
tion of running the lower five of the NF. It
wasrunning 1400ish. For thefirst part of the
week, wewarmed up on the East Fork of the
South Fork of the Salmon. Wonderful run.
First thing we did was the upper stretch at
128 fpm, according to the guidebook. Just
good ol fun technical creeking. Not unlike
what we have hereinthe SE. The next day we
gotonthemainrunadf theEF of theSFd the
Salmon. Looked like the Ocoee as we set
shuttle. Itwastherethat | learned two things
about Idaho water. It's a lot bigger than it
looks from the road, and Grant (Amara,
guidebook author) rates things consewa-
tively. Westarted describing rapidsaseither
class 4 or "ldaho class 4." ldaho class 4
usually meant survival, big water boating, for
amortal like mysdlf at least. Whenwegot of
the run and drove back to the top we still
thought it looked likethe Ocoee — from the
road. But now we knew better.

From that watershed we moved over to
the South Fork of the Payette. En route, we
looked again at the North Fork. Asfor NF,
the top few miles scared me to death just
lookingatit. Somepartsdf themiddlelooked |
manageable. And | could not believe how|
long the lower rapids were.

On to the South Fork. Class3 my butt! |
washavingahard time calling half milelong
explodingwavetrainswith hidden holesclass
3. For the next couple of dayswe played on
the SF and the Middle Fork o the Payette. |

But the North Fork was still down the
road. And Atlanta to Boiseis a long way to
drivejust tolook at rapids. That morningwe
did the Middle Fork o the Payette, planning
on an afternoon run of the North Fork. | was
having aless than stellar day.

And when wegot to theNorth Fork, after|
scouting the bottom again, | left my boat on
the truck. Two members of our group, Pete
and Gary put in below Hounds Tooth. When
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T they got to Crunch they scouted, and scouted

some more. Theseare two of the better boat-

ers | know. Pete's resume includes runsin_|
Chile and Ecuador, as well as some o the |
1 —All thedogscameout to run the lower thefirst

day. Asyouknow,| dahohas some greatpaddlers.
__What| thoughtwasneat: notthefact that these

steepest runsin the SE.

They did not see a line with favorable
consequences. And the trucks were there.
And the coolers. They called it a day.

Later that afternoon | ran into Chris_|

Bassett. You had recently profiled him in_|
AWA. We started talking about what we had __

run. Hewas pretty sure that with my resume
of rivers | would have no trouble with the |
run. By this point | had decided that the NF_{

of the Payette is one of the scariest runs | |
| like to play around with sladlom boats and a

have ever seen. | passed again.
1havetremendous respect for the people |

who boat the NF. And even more for those

who probed it 20 years ago. Most of those |

talk withwho have doneitsay itisno harder |

than the steep creeks | have run — just |_
different.

| just kept |ookingat thoserapids, at how .

long they are, and thinkingwhat would hap-
pen if |1 missed my roll. Swim on acreek and

itwill beat the hell out of you, but therewill |
probably bean eddy within 50feet (horizon- |

tally or vertically). Swim on the North Fork

and you will deal with at least a half mile’]

swim, with monster holes the entire way
down.... flush drowning comes to mind.

So I'lT stick with the steep stuff, the low -

volume, steep stuff. With every western trip,
_ and every West Virginiatrip, | get better at
that bigwater stuff. But | havealongway to
go before | do that McCall to Banks thing.
Great Article.
Brad Roberts

TECE R R B R R R R R R R

| thought you might beinterested insome
more information about the big dogs. | was
therein August '93 or '94 (I cannot remember
which)whenthe N.F. came up toover 6000 cfs.

guyswere putting on, but the fact that Lesser
“T"and Ammons brought out their old Dancers.
| Two d the best kayakersin the west I€ft their
Pirouettes and Corsicas on the roof — a real
testimonial to a classic design. The next day
“they went andsampled the upper stretches, but
| had towork so | was not able towatch.
Another fact about those guysisthat they

TopoDuo. Somed them slalom boat (yes,glass
boats) the lower at levels over 1800cfs, when
they donot fed liketacklingthetough stuff. As
fortheTopo, | know they havesampledsections
d the N.F. init although | cannot say which
“Tones. They have, however, taken one to Big
Fallsin thefdl and run it over and over again.
““Thoseboatersliketheir fun. Mark Whitecould
robablyfill youinontheTopoaswellasfemale
N.F. boaters. | know several, but it is not my
placeto spread their names around.
Happy Holidays. Maybe | will seeyou on
the Gauley thisyear.
Sincerely,
Jack Hayden

Riversport’s

North Fark Payette
Big Dogsat Play

Dear Bob,

| recently received the latest issue of AV
with thearticleabout the N.F. Payette. | redly -1
enjoyedit. | havesubscribed to AW for several
years and have never been disappointed with-——+

the quality or content. AW is an excellent
organization,
membership forever.

In1995 | movedfromIdahotoLonglsland
for a job and my paddling has suffered
tremendoudly. | boat approximately 180 days
each year but | do not paddleoften; | traded my
kayaksin for a33' lobster boat.

Yourarticleabout the N.F. really mademe

homesick. Whilel am certainly not abigdog, -\

| know many d them and haverun the Lower

Five at least 100 times at levels ranging from =
800to 2000 cfs. | used towork for Idaho River L |
Sportsand boatedtheN.F. every day afterwork. |
| No, I never ranany o the upper stretches. | am -+

moming. Comeoutand
| |ein the fun. |

afair paddler, comfortable on the lower, and
can make Class5 moves, but | wasnot ready to
ded with the consequencesd amissed line up
there. When | move back | will get toiit.

————

| intend to maintain my-

-~ Annual

-~ Riverfest

|

e When: April 17-18

e \Where: Riversport Camp in
Confluence, PA.

| _:'_0 What: Dealer Demos ...

Perception, Dagger, and |

Prijon Kayaks with dealer
Reps Available. See the New
Boats for 1999, and Try them
at the same time.

_® Also Free camping, Free

Keg Saturday afternoon, .

 “amd Free Breakiast Sunday




Sometimes...

It’s not
how you
paddle,
but how
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Ohiopyle Park Staff |

efended

Dear Mr. Gedekoh:

issuesin an effectiveand timely manner. Fed
freeto contact me directly.

Sincerely,

DouglasV. Hoehn

Park Operations Manager

As the park manager of Ohiopyle State
Park, | am quite aware o thefailure of many of
us— employeesofthe parkandparkusersalike
— to communicate clearly and effectively.

| believethat a recent Letter to the Editor
titled "The Lower Joke" isan example o what
can happenwhencommuni cationsbreakdown.
The letter painted a pretty dim picture o the
parkrangersat Ohiopyle,includinganadmitted
"overdramatization."

The incident that precipitated this letter
involvedparkingoutsidethedesignated parking
area on avery busy day at the park. That area
was the mowed helicopter-landing zone used
for emergency evacuation in cases of serious
injury. The area was not marked, and after
reflection, the ranger involved did — on his
own—reversehisdecisionandvoid theparking
tickets he had just issued minutes before. He
subsequently recommended that a sign be
erected to identify this mowed area as a
"Helicopter Landing Zone" This has been
accomplished.

The ranger in this case was at the Old
Mitchell Parking Area to assist a boater in
openinghisvehicleafter heinadvertentlylocked
hiskeysingde. Thistyped assistanceby rangers
wasrendered tovisitors170timesin 1998. Yes
rangers do issue citation and parking tickets,
but certainly not to the extent that Ms Jones
leadsyou to believe. Only two visitors in every
10,000fell into that category this past season,
evengiventheseriousovercrowdingthat occurs
onweekendsat thispopular park, which draws
morethan 2 million visitorsayear. You dothe
math.

Rangers also assisted in emergency
responseto62 visitorsinjured ontheriver, bike
trail andel sewhereinthepark. Crimesinvolving
theft, D.UI, and illegal drug use resulted in
nine physica arrests within the park by park
rangers. Thesearrestsare meant to protect our
park visitors. Rangers also took part in search
efforts for lost hikers, fought forest fires and
investigated vehicle accidents. Many o these
rangeractivitiesdrewthepraised parkvisitors,
unfortunately, few in writing.

Foryour general information, the park has
heard and answered therequest of boatersfora
bike trail connection from the Old Mitchell

Parking Area. A trail constructed in 1998 will be

open in 1999 to alow for a mountain bike
shuttle connection to Ohiopyle Borough.

In addition, a driversshuttle wasavailable
on weekendsand holidaysin 1998 to help the
boater who has only one vehicle. The drivelr
parks at Old Mitchell Lot and is returned te
OhiopyleLaunch Areaon thisshuttle van. We
hopeto havethisavailableagain in 1999.

| would hope that Ms Jonesor any o your
readers who feel negatively about their
experiencesat OhiopyleState Park will choose
to take the time to discuss them with me, sc

that asthe park manager, | can deal with these

The Joydf Paddling

Dear Editor:

Whitewater sportsentered my lifeat avery
critical period. | had just completed my
professional training and adepressing lifestyle
that included horrific work hoursand years of
self-deprivation. | had alwaysbeeninterestedin
outdoor sports but | knew very little about
whitewater boating. | was planning to take an
extendedvacationtoAlaskaand it only seemed
appropriate to buy a used kayak, strap it onto
my truck and head for the wilds. My life
changed completely. | rediscoveredmy lovefor
outdoor adventure and was on a path toward
happiness.Withinavery shorttimel hadbecome
married with children and on a stable career
track. Whitewater hashecomean essential part
o my life. Itisdifficultfor family and friendsto
understand.

Kayakingaffordsmeavery special privilege.
It is the most reliable method for achieving
what | can only describeasthe ecstasy o play.
Thereisacertain exhilaration that | feel when
surfingalargewaveor sternsquirtingor riding
ahole, etc., that | have been unableto achieve
elsewhere with any consistency (untracked
powder skiingisanoccasional exception) Where
else do you hear o adults referring to their
favorite"play spots." Whitewater allows usto
experience a form o joy usually reserved for
children.

Everyoneunderstandsthevalue of exercise.
However, | believe that it is a basic human
necessity likefood, shelter or sex. | think the
reason that alot o peopledon't get hooked on
exerciseisthat they have not found activities
that they find to be really fun. | started playing
basketball as a five-year-old and have been
playingconsistently sincethen. | can get agreat
workout without even thinking of it aswork.
But basketball isfiercely competitive and very
rough on the aging body. Also, | can't recall
everyelling"yippee!" after hittingajump shot.

Rivers are the most beautiful places on
earth. Whitewater sports alow us access to
very sacred ground. Ontheriver | fee asensed
spirituality that | havenot been abletoachieve

with organized religion or other more

traditional means. | am oftenabletosilence my
internal dialogue, which is the essence ol
meditation. Whenmy stresslevel builds, | know
that afew hoursontheriverfor"hydrotherapy'
will help.

Whitewater sports aso adlow a unique
opportunity for making friends. Anyone who
has been on an extended river/camping trip
knowshow closeatotal group o strangerscar
become after only afew days. Regular paddling
partners have often become good friends
Although in some regions the rivers can be
crowded and competitive, for the most paril

saddlers are avery friendly group who enjoy a
sense of connectednessand camaraderie. | am
sroud toidentifywith the paddlingcommunity.
In thistime o especialy tragic events in
aur sport, let's take time for self-examination
and celebratethe joy o paddling.
Mark M. Nemeroff

IsThrill Seeking
SHfish?

Your November/December issue just
arrived. And, again, there are memories of
wonderful peoplewho died in pursuit o their
extreme sport activities. | am sure your next
issue will bring forth severa like pages. It is
becoming a new section in the AWA Journal.

Intheongoing debateabout theincreasing
number of fatalitiesinwhitewater boating and
other extreme sportsa common element isto
try and find a reason. Thewriters suggest that
the new boat designs may beonereason; lack of
water oneyear, too much the next isanother;
and statementsthat accidents are unavoidable
are certainly true! While we all acknowledge
that the victims made a personal decision
acceptingtherisk, I'd liketoforward one more
probable cause.

Our society is becoming moreand more a
"me first," self-centered population of
individuals. Personal expression,includingthe
acceptanceofthepotential lyfatal consequences,
is more important than relating this possible
outcome to society's needs at large.

| do not want to put any blame on the
victimsand do not wish to hurt their families
andfriends. But lwouldliketocall their actions
self-centered — perhaps the result of a
generation or more o parents putting their
kids first, above al dsel In other words, the
individual desire for their gratification comes
first.

Howelsecanthepersonal questforsurvival
thrill be understood?Why elsewould ayoung
father, husband, professional, with a loving
family and many friends, evenconsider thatthe
personal satisfaction o narrow survival during
apotentially fatal activity outweighstheneedto
remain aive — not for himself, but for his
family, friends, and society at large!

Just alittle food for thought.

Respectfully,

Sigrid Pilgrim
Evanston, Illinois
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Guidelines for Gontributors

Please read this carefully before sending
usyour articles and photos! Thisisavolun-
teer publication, please cooperate and help
usout. Do not send usvour material without
arelease - sighed bv al authorsand photog-

raphers (attached)!!!

The editorial staff of American
Whitewater carefully reviews al material
submitted for publication. We are particu-
larly interested in receiving full length fea-
ture articles, conservation and club news,
special event announcements, articles per-
taining to whitewater safety and short, hu-
MOrous pieces.

Articles should fit our established for-
mat; that is, they should be stylistically pat-
tered to fit into our Features, AW Briefs,
River Voices, Conservation Currents, Safety
Lines, Humor or End Notessections. Excep-
tional photographsand whitewater cartoons
are aso welcomed.

If possible articles should be submitted
on a 3' computer cassette. (Word Perfect
preferred - others accepted.) Please do not
alter the marginsor spacing parameters; use
thestandard default settings. Send aprinted
copy of thearticleaswell.

Thosewithoutaccesstoawork processor
may submittheirarticlestyped. Pleasedouble
space.

Photosmay be submitted asslides, black
or white prints or color prints. Keep your
originals and send us duplicates if possible;
we can not guarantee the safe return of your
pictures. If you want us to return your
pictures, include a self addressed stamped

Release For Publication

envelope with your submission. Because we
publish in black and white, photoswith alot
of contrast work best.

American Whitewater Feature articles
should relate to some aspect of whitewater
boating. Please do not submit articles per-
tainingtoseakayakingor flat water. The best
features have a definite slant... or theme.
They are not merely chronological
recountings of river trips.

Openthestory with an eyecatching lead,
perhaps by telling an interesting anecdote.
Dialogue should be used to heighten the
reader's interest. Don't just tell usabout the
river...tell usabout the people ontheriver...
develop them ascharacters. Featurearticles
should not be written in the style of alocal
club newsletter.

If you are writing about a commonly
paddied river, your story should betold from
a unique perspective. Articles about diffi-
cult, infrequently paddied or excticriversare
given special consideration. But we are also
interested in well written, unusual articles
pertaining to class I1I and IV rivers as well.
Feature stories do not have to be about a
specific river. Articles about paddling tech-
niques, the river environment and river per-
sonalities are also accepted. Pieces that in-
corporate humor are especialy welcome.
Open boating and rafting stories are wel-
come.

Don't be afraid to let your personality
shine through and don't be afraid to poke a
little fun at yourself... and your paddling
partners.

Profanity should be used only when it is

W | hereby release my work (literary, graphic or photographic) for publication in American

Whitewater magazine.

W | understand that my work may be edited or cropped at the editors' discretion.

B | understand that | will not be paid for my work.

B | accept responsibility for theaccuracy of theinformation included in my submission. | have
not libeled or slandered any individual, corporation or agency in thiswork.

W | understand that all or some of my work may be reprinted at some future date in an

American Whitewater publication.

B | promise that this material has not been and will not soon be published by another
magazine or publication and the rightsto this material are clear and unrestricted.

B | understand that oncethismaterial isprinted in American Whitewater it may bereprinted
or reproduced in other publicationsif | wish, providing | notify them that it has already

appeared in American Whitewater.
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absolutely necessary toeffectivelytell astory;
itisnotour intent tointentionally offend our
more sensitive membersand readers.

Please check all facts carefully, particu-
larly those regarding individuals, govern-
ment agencies and corporations involved in
river accessand environmental matters. You
are legallv responsible for the accuracv o |
such material. Make sure names are spelled
correctly and river gradients and distances
are correctly calculated.

Articleswill beedited at the discretion d
theeditorstofitour format, lengthand style.
Expect to see changesin vour article. If vou
don't want usto edit vour article, don't send |
ittous! Becausedof our deadlinesyouwill not
be able to review the editorial changes we
make prior to publication.

American Whitewater is non-profit; the
editors and contributors to American
Whitewater are not reimbursed. On rare
occasions, bv prearrangement, professional
writers receive a small honorarium when
they submit stories at our reauest. Gener-
ally,our contributorsdo not expect payment,
since most are members of AW, which isa
volunteer conservation and safety organiza-
tion.

Signed

Date

This release must be signed by all the con-
tributing author(s), photographer(s) and
graphic artist(s).

Send your material to Bob Gedekoh, R.D.#4,
Box 228, Elizabeth, PA. 15037.

Please use regular first class postage.... Not
certified mail.
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Stop and Think

Dear Editor:

I've bean thinking about this for a long
time — years. But recent events havespurred
me to write about it here.

Let me start by saying that | really don't
want to tell anybody what to run and what not
torun. | canonly makethat decisionfor myself.

| may "counsd" folks: for example, I've
watched someonewhowasplanningtorunthe
Gauley havetroublemaking preciseeddy turns
ontheLehigh,and | advisedthem that based on
what | waswatching, | thoughtitwasabad idea
But that's about it.

| don't control other peopleand | don't
want to.

But please, please, please folks: think
carefully about your motivations and think
about the consequencesdf your decisions. I'm
not asking you to stay home: I'm askingyou to
THINK. First.

Please don't do hard runs just because
everyonee seisdoing them: few will think less
o you if you don't. (Andthose few may needto
reexamine their own priorities.)

Please don't do them because you have
testosterone poisoning. (And that applies to
women, t00).

Pleasedon't paddiehard runsonan df day
(andall paddlershavethem) — theriverwill be
therewhenyou come back, thanksto the AWA
and American Riversand everybody elsewho
works hard to make it so.

Please consider walking that hard rapid if
you're not comfortable running it today... even
if you've run it before.

Pleasedon't assumethat just because you
managed to get through something in one
piecethat you've mastered it and can moveon
and up.

Pleasetakeinto account thefact that your
paddling companions (and other peopleonthe
river who don't even know you)will try tocome
after you if you screw up, putting themselves at
risk on your behalf.

Pleaseredlizethat therearealot of ways to
challengeyourself in thissport besidesseeking
evermore difficult-whitewater. (If you're a
kayaker, try learning C-1. If you're an open
canoe team, try slalom. And so on.)

Pleaserealizethat what happenstoyouout |

there can affect everyone dse—in theform d
regulationsand restrictions, which,asmuchas
we might all dislike them, are the inevitable, |
inexorable response when asufficient number
d things go wrong and attract bureaucratic
attention.

Please redize that we will al miss you if
you're gone.

I'm growing tired o mourning my friends
and heroes, including theonesthat | never had
achancetomeet. Yes | recognizethat somed
thatispart o thesport; alwayshasbeen, always
will be. But over the last few years — for
whatever reason — itseemsto methatwehave
lost a certain measure of respect for the river.

T just not necessary.

Again: I'm not asking or tellinganybody to
stop. I'm just pleadingwithal of youto THINK.

T without adeath among us. Hold tight toyour

friends, they may beonly passing through. May
the river godslook kindly on us.

Weare now ALL paying the price for that. It's

American Whitewater v March / April 1999

First. Godspeed.
Rich Kulawiec Ken Strickland
EnveopeisTorn
Dear Editor:

Thosefamous or infamouswords, "If your
not on the edge you're taking up space!" and
"Let's punch the envelope," havecome back to
haunt us. | writeto beg of you all — let'stakea
break for a year and paddie for fun; step back
from the edge. Our collective envelope has a
largetear, likeahigh altitude jetwith aholein
it. Our friends are being sucked through.

Let's pause, takeabreak, let theholein our
universe heal. Pleasedon't sacrificeany more
totheriver gods.

We have to protect our sport. We have to
take control. We do participatein an extreme
sport; and most o usare safe.

But there has been an explosion of
newcomers to the sport who haveadvanced in
monthstolevels that tookusyearstoattain. We
mustaccept responsibility not justfor ourselves,
but for these newcomers. We must modify our
teaching methods so that they will gain
experienceas well asskill. Bewillingto portage

orsay,""No,nottoday,”and LIVE withit. Support |

those who make that decision.

Todiedoingwhatyou loveisnoble, but not
considerate of those you love. Soaskyourselfas
youstand andstareatthat river,"Whatand who
amlwillingtogiveuphere? Isthedanger really
worth it to those that depend on me? Am |
goingto miss my opportunity to contributeas
amember o family and community?"

Start today — let's get through a year
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The Greatest
Whitewater

on Earth ..

www.koyokchile.com
PO. Box 1640
Bryson City, NC 28713 USA
Year round phone/fax: 1.847.400.0790
Email: Office@Kayakchile.com

Boof

Gear

AFTER-KAYAK APPAREL

Boof Gear. When You're Cold
and Wet...It's Warm and Dry!

The Outdoor ChangingRoom

| never take thisthing off !
-Eric Jackson that features:
The aly e T 0 0 fuzzy . .
dressoff iswhen | putonmy skirtt " Yvarm, high-quality fleece
MarcLyle  Large, outside & insidepockets
« Dual scarf & hood design

* Variety of solid colors& prints
* Optional Long Sleeves
CRAEH Lanwa  Ask about our other Products

Thesecond best thing toclimb into
when your naked !

Order Your Boof Gear Today:
Boof Gear 9224 Darrow Rd, Ste. W-311
Twinsburg, Ohio 44087
Ph. (330)405-1996 Fax (330)405-1997

Changein the Boof, not in the buff!!!

It's tough to quantify the
performance of a boat. You
wn't gauge it with numbers
and graphs. Its the feeling
=i ontrol and manueverability

yau Bave when you're on the

e, [5 something you just know.
e kv ooy gl 5 3w L

LEE whumbles give you that gut-
berel atmbacson. Our boats are designed A o the water g
£a werwe up Bigh performance that puts
a smie o paw face and offer bomb-proof
funabdity 0 keep peu amiling for years to come.

THIT TETET T

Fill Box Jf2-Al = Boise. 10 83103
Phone 208 3441506 = Fax 800 101 RIRE
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Landis Arnold
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Tom Christopher
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Brooke Drury
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Chuck Estes
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Bruceton Mills, WV 26525
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Mark White
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Ken Ransford
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mn_sW%Wor.aﬁfﬁnmga.net Asheville, NC 28787 —
JhabbotQaol.com )

D! B 4704 AWA H P

0X John Gangemi me Fage-

Aspen, C0 81611 Conservat?on Director, . ome rag

enviroQrof.net 482 I%Igctric Avenue Bigfork, http://www.awa.org/
MT 59911

Mac Thornton jgangemi@digisys.net

6467 Wishbone Terrace

Cahin John, MD 20818
0lomacqorqe@compusery.com

NANTAHALA OUTDOOR CENTER

i Gear up-

C——

800-367-3521
Fax 828-488-2498
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Whitewaler,
Touring and
Jidoor Gear
Catalog

the challenge.

High quality paddling gear:

* Soft supplex jockets and pants
= Heoprene lops ¢ hf boltoms
* Fuzzy tops, hottoms S leaters ond vestt

» Dry lops, skirls and |ﬂm
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~ www.noc.com/outfif.htm

13077 Hwy 19 W, Bryson iy, NC 28713
Email: storecatalog@noc.com
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American
Whitewater

Our mission s to
conserwe and restore
America's whitewater
resourcesandto
enhance opportunities
to enjoy them safely.

The American Whitewater (AW)isa na-
tional organization with a membership con-
sisting of thousands df individual whitewater
boating enthusiasts, and more than 100
local paddling club affiliates.

Plirpose

CONSERVATION: AW maintainsacom-
plete national inventory of whitewater riv-
ers, monitors threats to those rivers, pub-
lishes information on river conservation,
provides technical advice to local groups,

works with government agencies and other -

river users, and-- when necessary-- takes
legal actionto prevent river abuse.

RNER ACCESS: Toassure public access
to whitewater rivers pursuant to the guide-
lines published in its officia Access Policy,
AW arrangesfor river accessthrough private
lands by negotiation or purchase, seeks to
protect the right of public passage on all
rivers and streams navigable by kayak or
canoe, resistsunjustified restrictions ongov-
ernment managed whitewater rivers and
works with government agencies and other
river users to achieve these goals.

EDUCATION: Through publication o the
bi-monthly magazine, and by other means,
American Whitewater, ( AW) providesinfor-
mation and education about whitewater riv-
ers, boatingsafety, technique and equipment.

SAFETY: AW promotes paddling safely,
publishes reports on whitewater accidents,

B R R R R R R R R R R R R R RS e EEEE

maintains a uniform national ranking sys-
tem for whitewater rivers (theInternational

Scaleof Whitewater Difficulty) and publishes
and disseminates the internationally recog-
nized AW Whitewater Safety Code.

EVENTS: AW organizes sporting events,
contests and festivals to raise fundsfor river
conservation, including the Ocoee
Whitewater Rodeo in Tennessee, the Gauley
River Festival in West Virginia (the largest
gathering of whitewater boaters in the na-
tion), the Arkansas River Festival in Colo-
rado, the Kennebec Festival inMaineandthe
Deerfield Festival in Massachusetts.

AW was incorporated under Missouri non-
profit corporation laws in 1961 and main-
tains its principal mailing address at 1430
Fenwick Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20910 (301)
589-9453. AW is tax exempt under Section
501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Stick to
wet rock

th Five Ten AqguaStealth®, th

Oy T rroilat

Will

You can savea rver foreve..
. [y planning a gt for
American Whitewater.

Your gift can:

B Secure permanent access to riv-
ersfor generations to come

B Protect and/or restore an endan-
gered whitewater river

H Promote whitewater safety

Support theworld's leading

whitewater organization

stocks

m ftrusts

bequests

m red estate
O lnsurance

Pleasedirect inquiries to Ken Ransford, attorney and
CPA, 970-963-6800, or by email at ransford@csn.net.
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Nisqually Rewsﬁed
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Page 15: The first drop ~
Above: The put-in, Nisqually [~
Right: Scott Matthews

videotaping the Nisqually

Photos by Rich Bowers

successfully sued over an accident from scheduled releases), Ameri-

areal difference in descending into the Canyon that first weekend.
What | lacked in technical expertise, | made up for with the attitude
that"if you havetheskillsto run theriver, you have theskillsto get
down yourself." To be honest, | think those paddling would rather
have had descenders, brakesand carabiners than attitude!

But once on the water, the second release runs though the
canyon went more smoothly. Definitely, fewer people showed up.
Somewerewarned off by the difficulty of the put-inand rapids, but
more stayed away because of thewinter conditions. Both Saturday
and Sunday were cold - Northwest cold. In fact, on Saturday the
snow level had descended towithin afew hundred feet of theputin
and the morning wasawinter wonderland of snow flurries. Almost
al of thisturned to rain before making it to river level, but it was
grimwinter paddling. Twenty minutes up the road, Mount Rainier
National Park had four feet of new snow, and some bugged out to
snowhoard or ski.

But thesecond weekend also went smoothly because whitewater
boatersare quick learners, and asJohnsaid in thelast issue, they go
out of their way to help others.

Self-sufficiency, teamwork, and aquick learning curve areissues
that American Whitewater has pushed on every river we have
opened. As John mentioned, power companies are usualy not
convinced and claim that kayaking is inherently dangerous to
boaters and potentially to rescue teams. If you need an example of
how thisworks, re-read Pacific Gasand Electric's (PG&E) letter to

_river managers printed in the last edition.

One of American Whitewater's goals over the years has been to
prove this concern to be unfounded. And with results from more
than thirty boating studies (ranging from ClassII to ClassV+) and
research of existingliability law (fromour research, no onehasever

W, rive FH!EH.L‘UHI

Because it's the river that feeds your soul.
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canWhitewater hassuccessfully accomplished
this across the country. In Georgia, the
Tallulah releases have gotten much easier,
and safer, because boaters have learned the
lines, are aware of trouble spots, and can
paddle with others who have run it before.
Impressed by the ability of paddiers to take
cared themselves, Tallulah Gorge State Park
took astraw poll of boater's emergency expe-
rience. Theyfound that oneinfour boaterson
that day were medical doctors, EMT’s, or had
advancedtraininginwildernessmedical skills.

Similar lessons were apparent on the
Nisqually, as boaters who had run the week
before quickly set lines, led the way, and
shared portage routesandsneakswith others.
The video describing the Nisqually run, pro-
duced by the Tacoma Power Company, states
that liability concernsweretheir biggest wor-
riesthroughout therelicensing process. And
while liahility issues are still worrisome, the
power company says that American Whitewater was able to provide
answers to their liability questions. We expect the success on the
Nisqually, alongwith our documentation on liability, will be equally
useful in opening other riversincluding over 200 hundred miles of
whitewater in Californiaand even morein the Southeast and North-
west.

So the Nisqually is important from a liability standpoint, and
provingwhat kayaks can do, but why doyouwant to runit? It's cold,
maybe dark, and it has not just a few scouts and portages, but are
there positives for paddling? Definitely! It isan absolutely beautiful
gorge, it's a river in transition, and its short, two-mile length is

[ Québec rivers. |
Unequaled,
unknown.

b

Getting T0 The river, Photo By RIich Bowers

(Québec riversoffer some d the best paddiingin
North America. Riverslike the Moisie, “Yellow-
stoned thenorth the George, "arcticwonder;"
the Saguenay, "home to the whales." Theseand
others can be your highway to wilderness
adventure this summer.

Our 1999 brochure catalogues 20 paddle trips
including canoeing, rafting and sea kayaking. They
span arange o experiencefrom boulder busting
Class1V to relaxed floats, from 3-day getawaysto
14-day expeditions. Many let you fish, too; al are
led by accredited, expert local guides.

Thissummer turn the unknown into the
unforgettable. For afree brochure call
1-888-678-32320r vist www.quebecadv.com

packed with challenging whitewater. On top
o that, every runislikeafirst descent.

It's definitely not for everyone. If you're
not asolid ClassV paddier who likes expedi-
tion runs, you're better off paddling some of
the less technical releases American
Whitewater has obtained over theyears. But
if you want a challenge, the Nisqualy is the
placeto go.

In the next severa months, American
Whitewater will be working to make future
releasesalittlemore™ user-friendly." Well be
working with the power company, Federa
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC),and
othersto try to switch the runsto awarmer
season with longer daylight hours. In the
first two weekends, over 75 paddlers ran the
Nisqually under difficult conditions. Wehave
proven thevalue of thisriver for whitewater,
and now we need tofind away toeliminatethe
problems caused by short days. We can use
your help. If you have boated the Nisqually, or would like to, please
write to the FERC (c/o John Gangemi) and tell them why this river
is important to you. Explain why boating with longer days (and
maybe warmer temperatures) would make this moreworthwhilefor
recreation. You can send the letter to Johnand hewill forward it on.
Here's John's address:

John Gangemi, Conservation Director

American Whitewater

482 Electric Avenue

Bigfork, MT 59911

Email: jgangemi @digisys.net

Whitewater Destinations -
336-764-5008

678 Friedburg Church Road  Winston-Sabern, MC
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werdation Direciod

Jahin Gan

HEmi LOr

PacifiCorp recently disclosed their intention to sell river lands
usedfor thesited theBigfork Whitewater Festival onthe Swan River
in northwest Montana. The lands are part of the Bigfork hydroelec-
tric project operated by PacifiCorp. The Project is currently in the
relicensing process.

The land sale will jeopardize river access. Paddlers on the Swan
River currently put onandtakeoutviaproject lands. The project dam
obstructs navigation. Paddlers portage the dam via project lands.
Furthermore, theBigfork Whitewater Festival takesplaceentirely on
project lands. Thisevent, often referred to asthe Woodstock equiva-
lent of river festivals, due to its central location in the heart of
Bigfork, has taken place annually on the infamous Wild Mile of the
Swan River since 1976.

PacifiCorp announced their intention to sell the project at the
outset d the relicense process. Thusfar, no utility companies have
showed any interest in this outdated project. The project was
constructed in 1903 and produces only 4 megawatts, enough to
power approximately 2,000 homes. In light of this lack of an
interested hydro buyer, PacifiCorp’s realty department divided the
project lands, 530 acres, into developable lots.

American Whitewater opposesthesale dof project landsassociated
with the Bigfork facility. The regulations of the Federal Power Act
require that private hydropower operators own project lands and
grant public access to these lands as mitigation for hydropower
impacts. PacifiCorp must first apply to FERC for decommissioning
the power project prior tosellingany project lands. Intheevent that
PacifiCorp applies for decommissioning, American Whitewater advo-
cates that a conservation easement be attached to project lands
insuring river access and future whitewater festivals as well as
restricting devel opment.

In the initial scoping comments for the relicense, American
Whitewater requested, i n part, accessimprovements, aportagearound
the dam, and the right to host the Bigfork Whitewater Festival in
perpetuity on project lands. American Whitewater isworking closely
with a diverse group of interested citizens, business owners and
agenciesin an effort to develop astrategy for preserving the project
landsin an undeveloped state.

Lastly, PacifiCorpisignoring necessary recreational studiesasso-
ciated with the relicense process. American Whitewater sharply
criticized PacifiCorp's attitude in this relicense, demanding a more
thorough review of existing recreational use and assessment of
project impacts on recreational opportunities.

For more information contact John Gangemi at (406)837-3155,
email: <jgangemi@digisys.net>.

Paddler on the upper slalom course during the Bigfork Whitewater Festival.
(photo by Kay Bjork)

|| Boundary Creek Hydro

Threat Intensifies

John Gangemi, Conservation Director

Continental Landsfiled an application with the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) for a preliminary permit to con-
struct a hydropower project on Boundary Creek in the northern
panhandle of Idaho. Conservationists, fishermen and kayakers
alike opposethe project, citing irreparable environmental impacts
and recreational losses.

FERCisthefederal agency that overseesthelicensing of private
hydropower projects. Preliminary permitsgrantahydro-devel oper
theexclusiverighttofilealicense applicationfor thesiteduringthe
term of the permit. A preliminary permit does not authorize
construction o aproject. The purpose of the permit isto protect a
developer, whoisinvesting timeand money tostudy apotential site,
from the risk that another developer will file a competing license
application. Preliminary nermits. once issued. arevalid for three
vears. The public is given 60 days to comment on a preliminary
permit. Thecomment deadlinefor theBoundary Creek preliminary
permit closed on February 9,1999. FERCwill then decidewhether
to approve or deny the permit.

Continental Lands is marketing the Boundary Creek hydro
project as a clean, renewable energy source. The hydro developer
hasatentative contract tosell power to EugeneWater and Electric
Board in Eugene, Oregon. In June of 1998, Continental Lands
solicited local approval from the Boundary County school board
withapromiseto earmark 25%af hydro-generation profitsfor new
school construction. In return, Continental Lands requested the
school board lobby the Idaho congressional delegation to exempt
the Boundary Creek Hydro project from the federa licensing
process. Exempted projects do not undergo a rigorous environ-
mental analysis or public review period.

For kayakers, Boundary Creek isapremier creek runoffering 10
milesdf class IV (V) continuous paddling. Paddlers are venturing
with increasing regularity to experience the rapids and remote
setting of Boundary Creek. The hydropower project would decrease
peakwhitewater flows, shorten the paddling seasonand insome dry
yearseliminatewhitewater paddlingaltogether. If constructed, the
Boundary Creek Hydropower Project would leave alegacy of local
impacts all for the sake of exporting power outside the region.

Even if FERC grants Continental Lands the permit there re-
mains additional opportunitiesfor publiccomment. Stay alert for
updateson thisproject. American Whitewater maintainsawebsite

www.awa.org> With regular updates on river conservation and

I acce:s_s |ssues across the nation or contact John Gangemi at 406-

=AT-31 55, emall fgange T dgeeys. nel

Dave Friedman getting wet on Boundary Creek

American Whitewater v March / April 1999
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Whilewaler Flow Studies
Elv oposed for Chelan
10 Project

John Gangemi, Conservation Director

Chelan Public Utilities District, operator of the Chelan Hydro project in Chelan
Washington, agreed to conduct awhitewater feasibility study and controlled flow study in
1999 on the Chelan River as part of their hydropower relicensing effort. Chelan PUD
currently diverts 2,000 cfs from the Chelan River, leaving the four-mile gorge bone dry.
American Whitewater identifiedtheriver channel asaprimewhitewater resource. Theriver
drops 400 feet in four miles before the confluence with the Columbia.

The feasibility study will determine the navigability of the gorge, establish a difficulty
rating and identify flowsfor asubsequent controlled flow study. Thisisa necessary step in
the process since non-boaters claim paddling the gorge is not survivable. Noone hasrun
thisgorge to date. In the controlled flow study, ateam of boaters paddliesa range of flows
to determine minimum and optimum flowsfor whitewater boating. American Whitewater
will pursue a schedule of annual whitewater releases into the gorge if the whitewater
feasibility study provesit is navigable.

For moreinformation contact John Gangemi (406)837-3155,<jgangemi@digisys.net>.

View of the Chelan Gorge whitewater
opportunities at 500 cfs.

Deliemer Adventure Kayvaking BRI ERIEN[
and we do it well.

For- 16 years
kovakers of xlf

skill levels have
enjoyed our teach-

Geared ioward Inter-
mediate to advanced
bowapers, we [ollow the
ACA Hiver Rescoue cur-

ricudum and tesch trig amet geridding
bty Fescuee tevch- e ke el
mm rxperienoe e e
MU |lI|.h.'I."|.
of your adventure.
_ boly¥ boall | Phil &Mary
ey 1213 k-3
hogust 26-19 ecuador
800.585.2925
M smworldadvOaol.com
Clinics honduras
I the whitssaer rios@hondurashn.com
m:nth -rh-
i - :F rh‘ otter bar
Dy soction 'f '”!! rogue river
—————erfickd-fiver
middle fork
Koot Ford - Juby 30-31 | of the salmon

Senne ven der Res dug. 6-7 daily instruction

(Chris Spefius - October 9-10
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TPacilie (i and Electme {(PGS&E) hus s reed
o provide flows far
whilewaler paddiing studies for the Rock
Creek amd Cresta hydropower projects on Lhe
Morth Fork Festher River. This ix & skgnkii-
cand #ep lorward given PGEE's previous
resistance bward whilewater flows al all of
their Biydropower prajects, and Uheir recent
altempl toneutralize American Whilewaters
flirw resloration efforts on California rivers
(see Mow'lec 1Y9E pournal, p. 200 Persis-
tence and leamwork between the AW siaff,
Dave Steindorl and Kevin Lewls during
relicense negotialions, eventually lead PGRE
1o concede the need to conduect whitewaler
i afaidlbes a5 puart of Uhe process. Hopefully,
s hlgnll'l.n PL&E S mew atlilsde region-
wide loward winlewaler recreation,

In the agreciment, PGEE will provide

whitewater (lows in the sprimgd of 959, while
American Whitewaler will provide expertise
including boaters, study designand analvsis
A Leam of bosters will paddle a range of flows
jor each de-watered reach todetermine mini-
mum and optimum flows for whitewater
recreation. The results of the study will be
reporied to FERC, along witha recommenided
annual schedule of releases.  Currently,
American Whitewater is hanking on week-
end releases throughout the summer
maonths,

In the presence of regularly scheduled
whitewater flows, the North Fork Feather
River is likely to become one of the maost
wignificant whitewaler resources in north-
ern California. The Morth Fork Feather will
attract boaters due bo the availability of mul-
tiphe sectionz varving in difficulty making for

Montana State Legislature
Threatens to Obstruct Democracy

John Gangemi, Conservation Director

O Movember 37, 1998, Montanans made
history by voting to ban cyanide leach min-
ing. The Montana Legislature, in defiance of
the democratic process. is now considering
nullifving the November ballod initiative.
American Whitowater opposes any cfforis by
the state begislabure to amend or repeal the

citlzen indtistiee. 11 is insulting for the leg-
palnture to override the expressed will of the
ool

For boaters, cyanide spilks in rivers present
a serious health risk. Montana is onby the
second siate to take & strong stand against
the mining industry. Last vear. Wisconsin

avweekend destination, The North Feslher s
also in close proximily io the road for easy
acoess and allers ouistanding scenery, camp-
ing oppartunitics and additional sclivilies
such as mountain kking and rock climbing.

The Rock Creek section offers nine miles
of whilewater, further delineated into Uree
distinct sections. Each section offers T DT
whilewaler opporiunifies:

Section 1) Hock Creek [am (o Tobin—4
miles o Class [11-IV paddling: Section 2}
Tobin Section—1.5 miles of Clais VN Sec-
tHon 2 below Tobin (o Hock Creck=—2.5 miles
of Class 111-IY, The Cresla section offers &
miles of class 11-1V boating.

Above: Kivin Lewss disappearing behind rock
scuiptures pravalent on B Norh Fork Feather

viders passed a mining moratoriem ball pro-
hibiting new permils for sullide mines.

For muere information contact Jim Jensen
at the Montana Ervironmental Ingormalion
Center (A06G)443-2520 or conlact John
Gangemi (406837 -2155 oF
igangemubrdigimys net

Amercan ﬁhur{rﬁ-a:erv March £ Apnl 1999
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AMERICAN WHITEWATER'S OPPOSITION TG MEADOW
RIVER TRANSMISSION LINE ROUTE CONTINUES

John Gangemi, Conservation Director

American Whitewater continues to fight
the re-routed transmission line associated
with the pending Summersville hydropower
facility on the Gauley River in West Virginia.

The proposed southern transmission line
is routed along the Meadow River and Glade
Creek corridors. American Whitewater op-
poses the route change on several grounds:
A) theroute changewas authorized without
the required 30-day public notice; B) the
route change was not subjected to adequate
environmental review; C) alternative routes
that would not disfigure the Meadow River
and Glade Creek corridors were not thor-
oughly investigated.

History: Intheearly 1990’s, FERC granted
the city d Summersville a hydropower li-
censefortheSummersvilleDamon theGauley
River in West Virginia. The project requires
retrofitting the existing dam outlet for hy-
dropower generation. The FERC licenseau-

thorized a northern transmission lineroute
roughly paralleling state highway 19.
Summersville subsequently abandoned the
northern transmission line for a southern
route, which FERC approved in 1997, post-
license, without undergoing public review.
American Whitewater and Mt. Lookout-Mt.
Nebo Property Protection Association ap-
pealed FERC’s decision. The US Court of
Appeals (4th Cir.) upheld the approval.

In 1998, FERC issued an order approv-
ing the southern transmission line route.
American Whitewater petitioned for rehear-
ingontheorder. FERC denied therehearing
request, claiming American Whitewater did
not have party status in the proceeding.
American Whitewater subsequently filed an
administrative appeal, whichispending; and
for procedural reasons, also filed a judicial
appeal with the US Court of Appeas (DC
Circuit). The rehearing petition is pending.

For more information contact John
Gangemi (406)837-3155, email:
igangemi@digisys.net.

Rl VERSPORT

'- 213 Yough Street
Confluence, PA 15424
(814) 395-5744

IE‘.,}_;..‘;_?: email: whiteh20@shol.com
www.shol.com/kayak

One d the top whitewater schools in the |
country. Riversport offersa safe yet
challenging experience for first-time beginners.
as wdl as experts.

Friendly instructors, small classes. excellent
equipment. and a beautiful riverfront camp
combine to provide the perfect setting for

| lear ningwhitewater skills. Studentsare
{ carefully placed in small classes according to
| sill level, paddling interest and age. We

guarantee your satisfaction. Ask about our
special clinics and group rates.

ﬂlﬂ

t.l —-

Dry Bags * Paco Pads

TIART wur web gite:

118 5 s v + i, B ETH1D

/
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Send $24.95 plus 54.00 s'h (per video) to:

Fresemiting

1

(——

Wet Ones! Our latest
video featuring a greal
mix of paddlers, scenery,
OrnEenal imasee, acii,
angles and the latest in big
-:lr|||'|5-. and nver runming
freestyle. Also check oul
Fallin® Down, the original
whitewaler music video!
Oirder yours today!

FDP
PO BOX 242
Lansing, WV 25862
1 800 KAYAKG6

Amarican Whitewatar v March 7 April 19939
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Relicensing starts for PG&E’s Pit 3,4
and 5 Hydropower Project on the pit
River in northern California

John Gangemi, Conservation Director

PG&E started the initial stage consultation for the relicensing of the Pit 3, 4 and 5
hydropower project. The project comprisesthree power-generating facilities under asingle
license. PG&E, uncharacteristic o their previous relicensing efforts, elected to identify
issuesand develop study planscooperativelywithall interested parties. American Whitewater
looks forward to working with this"new and improved" PG&E on the Pit River.

The Pit isone of the few rivers in California capable of offering year round whitewater
flows, thusbeing an important resource for late summer boating in this predominantly rain
and snowmelt driven Sierrasystem. Pacific Gasand Electric, recognizing the hydropower
potential of thePit 70 years ago, began constructing aseriesd projects divertingwater from
the river channel to powerhouses. In total, there are 3 FERC licensed hydropower projects
on the Pit River, encompassing six damsin the mainstem of the Pit and an additional three
projectsontributariesencompassing three dams. These projects de-water or inundate under
reservoirs40 milesof ClassII-V whitewater. American Whitewater isactively involved inthe
relicense process for Pit No. 1, the project furthest upstream on the Pit system. American
Whitewater requested regularly scheduled whitewater releases July through September on
the reach de-watered by Pit No. 1. Pit Nos. 3,4 and 5 also de-water significant whitewater
resources. Collectively, these relicensingsoffer an opportunity to restore40 milesdf the Pit
River and provide predictable whitewater flows.

For more information contact Kevin Lewis, <klewis@snowcrest.net> (530)221-8722.
The US Forest Service also has a web site <http://www.r5.fs.fed.us/lassen/pit345/> with

rﬁular uEdaIes ontherelicensi nc.; o Pit3,4and>5.

POS TION AVAILABLE -
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

Are you interested in rivers? Help conserve
and restore America's whitewater on a full;

time basis with American Whitewater in the
Silver Spring, MD office. Live in or near the

nation's capital, and enjoy the rivers and
SLaLOM Bi8 Sraay Sxiva sights on the East Coast.

WHITE WaATER BFEAY SKIRTS
WHITE WATER BRRay SRIRTE

Duties: General administrative work and assisting the Executive Director in day to day
tasks and planning, assist with long range strategies and short term implementation,
coordinate program information between staff members and Washington, DC office.

WITH I=\ALDEIDN BAR

Requirements: Experience in al areas o office support. Must be a self-starter with
excellent organizational skills, and computer expertise including Word, Excel and Access,
email communications, and website management. Abletowork with all Staff and Directors
onavariety o tasks, under deadlines. Asense of humor ismandatory and aninterestinrivers
and outdoor recreation isabig plus!

ToApply: Send letter of interest, resume, and references assoon as possible to: Executive

SrAF DRAGON DESIGH Assistant Position, American Whitewater, 1430 Fenwick Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Fax
F06-98 TSN R 08- 987484 (301) 589-6121 or email: Kate@amwhitewater.org Position to begin May 17, 1999.

American Whitewater v March / April 1999
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Edwards Dam Decommisioning
HighlightsRiver Resoration

John Gangemi, Conservation Director

A historic river conservationevent occurred on the first day of the
1999 New Year: The canal gatesdiverting water from Maine's
Kennebec River to the Edwards Hydropower facility were closed.
This cessation of power generationis the result of a FERC order

Although this section of the Kennebec
does not contain whitewater opportunities
for paddlers, the ramifications o the FERC
decision and canal gate closure extend far
beyond the Kennebec. This act symbolizes

thefuture o river conservation aswe move
into the next millennium. River restoration
is not new to American Whitewater. The
American Whitewater River Conservation
programspends much of itstimeand budget
in restoration efforts. For some of our re-
source agenciesand society at large, restor-
ing rivers is a new concept. Thanks to the
Kennebec, our river restoration concept just
got a little more acceptable to the main-
stream.

to decommission the hydro-project. The order itself was a
landmark decision. Up until then, FERC had never ordered a
project decommissioned against the wishes of the hydro operator.
FERC based its decisionin part on the severe environmental
impacts the hydropower plant and the accompanying Edwards
Dam caused on the Kennebec River. The utility industry is now
challenging FERC’s authority to decommission private
hydropower facilities.

AVAKAL

IN THE POCONOS

LEagn WITH 1HE PRog

Our Whitewater Kayak School consists of o two-day basic clinic.
[More advanced instruction by special arrangements). Highly
qualified instructors, classroom sessions, instructional films,
equipment, shuttles, wet suits, and plenty of river fun
are all included.

Beginners start on still water, learning basic skills and paddling
techniques. The second day is on easy whitewater.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, ASK FOR OUR KAYAKING CLINIC FLYERI

WHITEWATER CHALLENGERS

KAYAK CLINICS

CALL U TODAT!

PO. BOX 8 + WHITE HAVEN, PA 18661

American Whitewater v March / Aprif 1999
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Patagonia Pays in 1999!

Patagonia, renowned for cutting edge paddling
gear, just gave boaters one more reason to buy
Patagonia this year. When you buy a Patagonia
water sports product
through mail order, or at
one d their retail stores,
you have the option of
making a donation to American Whitewater.
Patagoniawill then match your donation uptothe
full price o the garment. Paddle sports products
qualifying for the program will be distinguished
with the American Whitewater logo.

If you had troublegetting totheriver,

"Patagonia has long distinguished themselves in the outdoor
industry asa company with astrong commitment to conservation
beyond mere marketing ploys," said John Gangemi, Conservation
Director for American Whitewater. "In past years, Patagonia has
supported American Whitewater's Conservation Program through
company grants."”

For Patagonia, designing the

American Whitewater Challenge

Programisaway toactively link the

connectionsbetween sport and en-

vironment. Patagonia believesthat

inwatersports, aswell asother out-

door pursuits, whereyou play isas

important ashow and why. Now, Patagoniaismakingit easy for their

patronsto practiceenvironmental advocacy, thusgreatly expanding
their own stewardship ethic globally.

So, if you need paddling gear in'99 give Patagoniaastrong look.
Not only istheir gear extremely functional and of great quality, it's
also working toward protecting your rivers.

To request a catalog call Patagonia at 800-638-6464. For more
information about American Whitewater's Conservation Program
call John Gangemi 406-837-3155 or write <jgangemi@digisys.net>.

Trouble on the Waters

4. Obgtaclesrunning river, scouting or portaging

401 Fence ar chain an land blocking aoccess

let us know. Use this form to report B4 frtad
access problems so that AW can con- Oty ec.
vincelegislatorsand government au- Prore

42 Fenoe wire, or treean river blocking aocess
403 Pogted o trespessing Sgn

thoritieswhereand when river access email

10 Vehidetowed, ticketed, o vanddized

isaproblem. If you havemet anirate
landowner, noticed signs forbidding

406 Threasor atsd vioence

Landowner/Agency/Sheriff contact (if known)

Nare 5. Closures: Rivers closed that were once open
access, or were stopped by aland-  agyes 501 Clos ly privete landowner
owner, barbed wire fenceor alocked Oty etc 502 Closad by government agency
gate, tell usabout it on thisform. If Phone 50201 Federd
several boaters are arrested or in- email g%% f‘gg
volved, only 1 form should befilled Trespass. Ticket, warningor arrest for: 503 High weter dosre
out perincident namingaboater avall- 101 Treqasm privete propety
able for future contact. 102 Trespessan public property New access fees

103 Crimind trespess 601 Charged by private landowner
River State 104 Civil trespass 602 Charged by govemment egay
60201 Feded
Date of incident 2. Public AccessClosure 6.02.02 State
201 Denied ty federd law 60203 Lod

Accesscode categories: Lig bdow or drdethe catego-

20101 Deiedly BLM
ries, multiple categories are ok.

200102  Dened by Forest Savice Dam controlled rivers

e e e e 20103 Deied by Nal Pak Savice 701 Wata turned df
202 Daied ly sete 702 Incongstent flow: too much a too little
Brief description of incident: 203 Deried by locd authority 703 No noticed releeses
| ——— e 204 Deried ty administrative edict

Sad to Ken Randford, 475 SerraVida, Carbondde, CO
81623, 970-963-6800, FAX 970-963-6700.
randord@csn.net

3. Injury from man-made ohstacles
301 Babad wire or fence
302 Low heed dm

2 Access is a constant struggle. The AW Access Commitiee needs your NEIR.
American Whitewater v March / April 1999




AWA and NOWR present

POtomac

Skip Brown Photography|

rfewater
Festival
Gred Fdls Rapids

Saturday & Sunday, June 5-6,1999
Great Falls National Park, VVa

Registraiion deadline May 7, 1999
Space is limited!
For registration, call 301-589-9453

http://www.potomacfest.com
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Luke Hopkins on Great Fdls
Photos & Article by Jason Robertson

Great Fallsd the Potomac, VA — Though Scott Bristow's drowning over Thanksgiving
wastragic, it has brought the rec.boats.paddle community closer and also improved local
boater relations with the Park Service. A dedicated group o American Whitewater volun-
teers met on January 21 with Park Ranger Jesse Reynoldsto follow up on several significant
safety issues that we observed after Scott's drowning on the Class V(+) Charlie's Hole. Sala-

Wewould like to extend our mander Paddle Gear graciously donated two throw bags for the occasion, which | presented
thanks to everyone that made {0 Ranger Jesse Reynolds and local falls boater Martin Radigan for pulling this meeting to-
the Great Falls Safety Meetinga ~ 9€ther and contributing to the spirit o cooperation between kayakersand park officials that
success! has grown over the last several months. American Whitewater also donated a copy o the
new "Whitewater Sdf Defense” safety video by Kent Ford, Ellen DeCuir and Charlie

Lisa& Dave Collins Walbridgeto the Park Service asaway o thanking them for their assistance. During the

Amy Gibson

Eric Johnson meeting we discussed many issues, including: a process for holding future meetings; devel-
Greg Morrison oping standardized hand signals to aid communication between kayakers on the rocks and
Martin Radigan rangers on the overlooks; designing signs explaining the dangers inherent to running the
Jesse Reynolds Falls; changing the restrictions for scouting, portaging, and launching on the Virginiaside
Eg'u ?msi?gler Paddle Gear at high water; and volunteering to increase safety and protect the environment around the
Steve Tayl gr park. Park Ranger Jesse Reynoldsalso made the observation that larger groups o boaterson
Drew Verdecchia the falsattract spectators, crowding the overlooks. Thiscomment inspired usto develop a

boater's protocol or etiquette encouraging self-imposed limits on the total number o people
running the falsto lessthan 10 at once. We aso agreed to encourage our friends not to
sunbathe or swimin sight of the crowds or run the falls on Saturday afternoon when the
spectator crowdsare at their thickest. Please try to abide by these etiquette suggestions.
They do not carry theweight of law, but are a gentleman's agreement designed to help fos-
ter acooperative air between the park and the boating community, ensuring our continued
ability to run thefallsin the future.

American Whitewater v March / Aprif 1999

SALAMAMNDER)
FADDLE GEAR



=

High Water Closure Dismissed on Cattaraugus Greek!

By: Jason Robertson

PersiaTown Court, NY — In
avictory against high water clo-
sures, Judge Namlick dismissed
disorderly conduct charges
against paddlers Dave Gore and
Don Shelters, who are members
of the Zoar Valey Paddling Club
and American Whitewater. The
dismissal followedahalf-daytrial,
during which Gore and Shelters
were defended by Stream Team
attorney Joe Sedita and Ameri-

can Whitewater board member,
Bob Glanville, who is also an at-
torney.

The charges arose out o a
June 26,1998 incidentwhen the
defendants kayaked the
Cattaraugus Creek Gorge with
Bob Glanvilleat flood followinga
record rainfal that raised the
creek level from 176 cfsto30,000
cfsinlessthan four hours.

Gore, Shelters, and Glanville

were given five minutesto leave
town after taking out ina public
parking lot. However, Shelters
and Gore were also cited with
disorderly conduct because they
had been warned to stay off the
creek earlier in the day after an
earlier run on the same stretch
at somewhat higher water.

In the final analysis, the
Judge was persuaded that the
conduct o the defendants did

not satisfy the elements of the
disorderly conduct statute.

Since we prevailed at trial,
there will be no occasion for an
appeal for precedential value.
However, we are sure that Don
and Dave were as happy to see
these charges dismissed as we
were,

AmericanWhitewater thanks
Glanville and Sedita for so ably
defending paddler's interests in
this case.

Kayaking and Canoeing Determine Navigability in Moose

River, NY Case!

I ——————
By: Carolyn Dick and Bob Glanville

Editor's Note: The New York
Court of Appeals has issued a
very favorable decision on the
navigability issues presented on
the Moose River. In brief, the
Court recognized the public right
to portage, and ruled that recre-
ational boaters have a broad
right of navigation on New
York's rivers and streams.

Carolyn Dick is an attorney
with the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency in Washington,

DC; however, she worked on
the original case with the Sierra
Club and prepared the follow-
ing article in January before
skipping over the waters to ex-
plore Mexico's whitewater. Bob
Glanville has been a huge help
for American Whitewater (see
the Cattaraugus Creek story on
this page). He prepared our
amicus brief as a Friend of the
Court during the appeal.

The Good News

New York's highest court
held that "evidence of [a] river's
capacity for recreational useisin
line with the traditional test of
navigability....” in the case
Adirondack League Club, Inc. v.
Sierra Club, et al (decided De-
cember 17, 1998).

Inotherwords, ariver doesn't
have to be commercially useful
to be navigable; if a river sup-
ports recreational use, it can be
found "navigable in fact" by law,
meaning we can boat it — even if
it passes through private prop-
erty. Under New York law, ariver
that isnavigableinfact issubject
toa"navigational servitude" - a
public easement allowing folks
to boat rivers (and portagetothe
extent necessary) even if the ad-
joining bed and banks are pri-

vately owned.

The Bad News

Although thecourtfoundthat
ariver capable of being used for
recreation may also be navigable
in fact, the court held that more
evidence was necessary to deter-
minewhether the South Branch
of theMooseRiverwas navigable
infact. Sothelitigantshavetogo
to trial, instead of having the
courtruleonthefactsbeforeitin
an abbreviated process called
"summary judgment" — in
which acourt can review facts if
they are not at issue and make a
ruling without having a full-
blown trial. Notably, one Court
of Appeals judge dissented the
decision not to pass judgement,
suggesting thecourt should have
found in favor of the defendant
boaters.

New York's test of navigabil-
ity requires the river be "navi-
gable in its natural or unim-
proved condition,” thereforethe
boaters in this case must prove
that the South Branch is navi-
gablewithout theaidsdf damsor
other artificial improvements.
Thispoint isrelevant since dams
were used to aid in logging op-
erations in the first haf o this
century when the river was navi-
gable under an older interpreta-
tion o New York's navigability
law. Thedefendantswill now have
to show that boaters do not re-
quire dams for navigability by

American Whitewater v March / April 1999

demonstrating that the dams
merely enhanced aflow that was,
by itself, sufficient.

The Story

OnJune15,1991, four canoe-
istsandakayaker set outto paddle
the secluded run in the
Adirondacks. They began and
ended their trip on state-owned
land, paddling 13 milesthrough
property belonging to the
Adirondack League Club. The
Club is a private organization
that owns approximately 56,000
acres within the Adirondacks,
which it maintainsfor the exclu-
sive use of its members.

Prior to taking the trip, the
boatersinformed theClubadf their
intentions.

Knowing the boaters were
coming, and apparently withthe
intention of bringing a lawsuit,
the club recruited a crew o at
least 10 people to track thetrip.
The boaterswere watched, pho-
tographed, sound recorded, vid-
eotaped, and even tracked by a
plane that was communicating
with the ground crew viaradio.

The ALC sued the individual
boaters for trespassing and the
Sierra Club for sponsoring the
trip. The case eventually wound
its way up to the Court of Ap-
peals, and now, with the under-
standing that recreational usecan
establish navigability will return
to the lower court for trial.
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New York's Test of Navigability

Water law varies between states. So though this case reflects the
law in New York, it has limited precedential value elsewhere. Still,
other states can point to theincreasing number of casesaround the
nation that have defined navigability based on a recreational stan-
dard, and this case may set the legal standard for navigability in the
Northeast.

New Y ork'stest for navigability hastraditionally focussed on the
commercial usedf ariver, sincerivers have been used historically as
commercial highways for the transportation of goods. However,
another component of the navigability test hasbeen the use o rivers
for travel, or for floating craft for reasons other than commercial
enterprise. And, as commercial traffic has shifted from rivers to
roads, river use hasbecomeincreasingly recreational. The New Y ork
Court of Appealsdecision clarifiesthat if the natural flow of ariver
supportseither commercial or recreational use, itisnavigable infact
and the public hasthe right to paddle it.

New Y ork al so recognizesthe right to portage rapidsand obstruc-
tions. Thecourtshavestated that itisnot "essential totheeasement,
that the capacity of the stream... should be continuous, or, in other
words, thatitsordinary state, at all seasonsdf theyear, should besuch
asto makeit navigable" The courts have found that a river can be
navigableasawholeevenif certainsectionsareclearly non-navigable
and must be portaged (epitomizing this point isa case involving the
Niagara River — found navigable despitethe famousfalls). Portaging,
then, is incidental to the right of navigation. As the lower court
stated, "thepublic's right tonavigateincludesthe used thebed of the

river or stream to detour around natural obstructionsand to portage
if necessary.”

TheCourt of Appeals agreed, observingthat, "theright to navigate
carrieswith it theincidental privilege to make use, when absol utely
necessary, o the bed and banks, including the right to portage on
riparian lands... On the other hand, any use of private river beds or
banksthatisnot strictly incidental to the right to navigate givesrise
to an action for trespass.”

Furthermore, the courts recognize variations in seasonal flows
and have determined that if there are enough periods of high water
or of navigable capacity to make the river useful for commercial or
recreational endeavors, then the river is navigable under the New
York test. Although the courts haven't given any real guidance on
how many monthsariver must be"navigablein fact" to be navigable
by law, one case held that if it was only navigable two monthsout of
theyear, the river was NOT navigable in fact.

The Happy Ending

SoNew York'shighest court firmly heldthat ariver's navigability
can be established with recreational use. That's great news for New
York's boaters and even for those in other states, to the extent they
can use this case as persuasive authority.

If you have questions about thiscase, or areinvolved inasimilar
one, you can contact Carolyn Dick to discuss it at
dick.carolyn@epamail.epa.gov or American Whitewater at

Access@amwhitewater.org

[ Luke Hopkins spanking the Monkey. Green River, NC

Photos & Article by Jason Robertson

The Green River in North Caradlina
isalot harder to run thesedays. The
rapidsaren't changing; however, accessis
becominganightmare.

Alocal family hastried to have Gallimore Road abandoned by the
County; tried to gate off accesswith saw horses; posted No Trespass-
ing and No Parking signs; asked the State to tow vehicles; and has
even inspired someoneto dig adrainage ditch of Grand Canyon-size
depth through the public parking area, cutting off the legal parking
spaces on Gallimore Road.

Boaters, fishermen, hikers, hunters, and photographers use this
parking area to access the Green River. Advanced and intermediate
boaterstake-out at the mouth of BigHungry Creek and hikeup tothe
parking lot after paddling the Class III-IV section from the Tuxedo
Dam during the summer, while hair boaters put-in and paddle the
legendary Class V(+) Green River Narrows below the trail.

The State's man on the ground, Management Biologist Dan
Hayes, was unaware o the ditch when | spokewith him in January;
however, hesaid that theWildlifeResource Commissionclearly owns
two o the parking spaces at the end of the road and that the ditch
shouldn't cut across them.

American Whitewater v March / April 1998
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- "I talked to the guy making the ditch - he said the sate
ordered it, but what kind of drainage ditch goesuphill
beforeit reachesthecreek it's supposed to drain into?"

FE]

In addition, the local Game Warden, Rick Stone, says that his
Captain, Travis Whitson, hasasked the State to add 10-12 additional
parking spaces on their property at thetop of the trail.

Sentiment is divided between the family, and boaters and neigh-
bors. Most of the locals are very agreeable, and have even sought to
encourageboatershby offeringshuttl es, keeping AmericanWhitewater
up to date on the issue, and allowing kayakers to park on their own
property though it isfurther away, making a long hike longer.

If you, as a boater, are as serious about wanting public access to
the Green River as Clay Wright, Chris Bell, Risa Calloway, Susan
Wilson, Philip Curry (Lotus), Leland Davis (Green River Race orga-
nizer), Jim Clark (President of Perception), Spencer Cooke (Orosi
Rep), Jason Darby, Daniel Delavergne, Chris Parker, Cleo Smith,
Brad Moulton, Eric Young, Milt Aitken, Ed Chapman, Alex Zendel,
Scott Sullivan, and Susan Oelhler, then get in touch and get in-
volved!

At the very least, WRITE A LETTER to Don Hayes and Captain
Whitson explainingyour interest andlisting ALL of theactivitiesand
reasons you would like the State to add parking at the end of
Gallimore Road. Explain whether you are, or have been, aresident of
North Caroling, and indicateif you haveahunting or fishing license
since the sale of these licenses helps to fund the NC Wildlife Re-
sourcescommission, which purchasesthese propertiesand provides
these public access points.

Youshouldal sobesuretoask for theState's assistancein helping

Cary Plato seeing a little Sunshine. Green River, NC

the public ensure that Gallimore Road (S.R. 1956) is not abandoned
tothelocal landowners by the NC- DOT. If this road isabandoned by
the State, we can abandon all hope of using the parking areaand of
getting to thetrail head without trespassing!

Contact:

Don Hayes

Management Biologist, Districts 7 & 8
NC Wildlife Resources Commission
2085 Murray Road

State Road, NC 28676

Captain Travis Whitson

NC Wildlife Resources Commission
Wildlife Management

PO Box 1771

Bryson City, 28713

Ed Green, Supervisor
NC-DOT

693 Mountain Road
Hendersonville. NC 28731

Deliver us from Fees on the Chatioona

By Jason Robertson

Rangersin the Andrew Pickens District in the Sumter National
Forest have proposed collecting parking feesfrom visitorsalong the
ChattoogaRiver corridor in 1999. Asfee programs go, theoneonthe
Chattoogaisfair and based on publiccomment; however it continues
an aarming trend of charging Americans an incidental tax for the
privilege d visiting public lands.

The$3.00 daily parking feeseemsreasonable. However, American
Whitewater has asked the Forest Service to sell $15 annual permits

that could be used throughout all Fee Demo areasin the region.
For more information contact:
Michael B. Crane, Acting District Ranger
USDA Forest Service
112 Andrew Pickens Circle
Mountain Rest, SC 29664
864-638-9568

American Whitewater v March /April 1998
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Pholos & Article by Jason Robertson

American Whitewater, Grand Canyon Private Boaters Association
(GCPBA), Grand Canyon River Guides, and the National Parks and
Conservalion Mmd.ﬂhnimﬁrudﬂnmhkﬂmhm
revise its fee structure for L

O January 11, the Grand Canyon National Pa
changes inthe fees Hulmdm#dhnm—mmmﬁlﬁﬂhnuﬂt
river. Private boaters will now pay a flat $100 per person charge under
Congressional Fee Demonstration authority, This is an important
first atep in acknowledging the mwhrnufn'imhuﬂutm
ter the CGrand Cangon, This victory comes as a direct result of work by
the bosting community in demonstrating the arbitrary and confusing
fratreof- the formerfte spstem:

The park increased the fees in the Canyon from approximately $130
per trip to as much as £1,600 per trip regardless of group size, Then
in 1997, American Whitewater's Rich Hoffman provided testimany Lo
Hamsen's Subcommitiee on National Parks and Public Lands, Hoffman
successfully argued that the fees were overly complex, created a
hardship on the park visitors, and were being collected under an

inappropriate begislative suthority, Asadirect result of our testimony,
Congress directed the National Park Service o readdress the fee
collection practices in the Grand Canyon.

The revised fees aren't perfect: but they are a significant improve-

ment over the former fee structure.

American Whitewater v March /April 1998
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CHARLESTON — West Virginias Supreme Court of Appeals
commented that the Blackwater Canyon deserves protection, but
refused to overturn aPublic Service Commission (PSC) ruling about
the Canyon. The ruling stated that the PSC was not required to
intervene in Allegheny Power Systems' (APS)sale of the canyon to a
|ogging company.

Whilethe Supreme Court decision, handed down on Wednesday,
Dec. 16, meansthesaed the canyonwill not berevisited, theruling
did say, "If the natural integrity of the Blackwater River Canyon is
destroyed, it will be atragedy for the people of West Virginia."

"Weare glad the Supreme Court recognizesthe special qualities
that make the Canyon so important to the people of West Virginia,"
said Vivian Stockman, a member of the West Virginia Highlands
Conservancy's Blackwater Canyon Project.

WV Supreme Court Says

Loss Of Blackwater
Canyon Wouild Be

&lragic,” But Turns
. Down Appeal Of Sale

By Jagon Robertsgn, American Whitewate
A, West Virgine Heghlangs
Phoios by

sold by APS’s wholly owned subsidiary, West Virginia Power and
Transmission Co., and should therefore have been subject to PSC
review.

Since the decision was passed down in December, negotiations
on an American Whitewater supported land swap between the Forest
Service and AWP have taken aturn for theworse. The Forest Service
appraised the property at a reduced rate over AWP’s own appraisal.
John Crites, AWP’s owner, stated in an interview in the Charleston
Gazette that "he was offended hy a Forest Service appraisal that was
‘'millions of dollars' lessthanwhat hiscompany expected toget for its
canyon land."

The collapse of negotiations between the Forest Service and
AWP, andfailured thelawsuit over thesale hasleft the environmen-
tal community pursuing avariety o other optionsto curtail logging

of reduced profis.”

TheSupreme Court case consideredwhether the PSC, theagency
that regulatespublic utilities, should have reviewed thesale of 3,000
acresin Blackwater Canyon toAllegheny Wood Products (AWP).Both
the PSC and APS argued that the utility's landholding company was
not a public utility and therefore not subject to PSC regulations.
Under West Virginialaw, whenever apublic utility wantsto sell any of
itsassets, the PSC must determineif that saleisinthe publicinterest.

The appellants, including the Conservancy and theWest Virginia
Chapter of the SierraClub, West Virginia Wildlife Federation, Chuck
Merritt and James M. Sconyers, argued that the Canyon property was

Theruling said: “Ris unfortunate that state government has not taken
a more active role in the stewardship of our environment by developing both
law and public policy that takes environmental concerns into account; that
environmental organizations were not more aggressivein seeking to purchase
and preserve this land at an earlier point in time; and that West Virginia
Power did not show more corporate responsihility by selling the land to
environmentalistsfor purposes of preservationnotwithstanding the realization

in the canvon. These options range from
suitsunder the Endangered Species Act over
the flying squirrel, Cheat Mountain Sala-
-+ mander, Indiana bat, and northern water
shrew to requests that the National Park
Service condemn the land and establish a
Blackwater Canyon National Park. Frank
Young, president of the Conservancy said,
"We feel that the Canyon isfar too precious
both as rare habitat and as a cultural re-
sourceto belogged and developed. Thereare
plenty of places to cut timber and build con-
dominiumswithout turning the Blackwater Canyon into awasteland
of timber haul roads and commercial skylines."

American Whitewater's primary concern is for protecting the
entire watershed; however we are also working to protect the river
corridor and river access points to this classic whitewater run. We
remain committed toworking with the Forest Service and Allegheny
Wood Products to resolve this thorny issue. Stay tuned for rapid
changesin the status of public access to the Blackwater.

For more information contact the West Virginia Highlands
Conservancy at www.wvhighlandsconservancy, or writeto American
Whitewater at Access@amwhitewater.org.

American Whitewater v March / April 1998
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By Liz Garland

Wilderness Adventure,
Eagle Landing in New {
Castle, Virginia will be -
hosting a John's Creek
downriver race at noon
on Sunday, April 1lth.

It has been several years
sincearacehasbeen heldon
this favorite southwest Vir-
ginia creek. Thisyear's race
will celebrateand contribute
to the efforts protecting ac-
cessfor thegrowing number

o paddlers that visit John's

e ragl| Rafting Company

Camy v e s || ML the Ocoee River.

tion contact Rio Scarfe at . F uma"l c “

COMCIONCall | For Detalls, La 1-800-58KAYAK
Roger Scott @

readyour nextissue of Ameri-
| canWhitewater for morerace 1.800-585-2975

f\itf“&iap"udnfé’ L?,‘é%?g sCreek nza.a?g-'l 357 PO Box 262 « Howard, CO 81233

a-mail: kayakswalbewellnet.com
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The State of the Union
- and Forthcoming Wildemess
Legislation in 1999

Photo & Article by Jason Robertsofessr™=
s "

en
the

State of

Enicly
announced theClinton -Goreproposal for a$l
billion Lands Legacy Inifiative. If approved, this would
be the largest one-year investment ever in the protec-
tion o Americas land resources.

OoneYpeech ot fancay,
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In addition, the President called on Congress to extend
permanent wilderness protection to morethan 5million acres
within 17 national parks and monuments. In thewords of the
White House, this initiative" charts a new conservationvision
for the 21st century, preserving irreplaceable pieces of our
natural legacy within easy reach of every citizen."

Interestingly, the President's words imply aright of wide-
spread public access to wilderness areas, which strengthens
American Whitewater's proposal for boater access to
Y ellowstone. However, in a disappointing move, the President
neglected to include or recommend wilderness protection for
the Grand Canyon. The omission of the Grand Canyon leaves
the boating community and National Park Servicewithout any
guidance from the Clinton Administration as to its proposed
wildernessstatus, and leavesthe management of the Canyonin
limbo for at least one more year.

The Park Service's spinisthat the Grand Canyonwilderness
proposal has never been forwarded to Congress, whereas the
other 17 elementsincluded in Clinton's proposal were previ-
ously submitted by President's Nixon, Ford, and Carter during
the 1970s, but have never been voted on by Congress. This
distinction is important since the Congressional members
cannot nominate areas for wilderness status without the
President's recommendation under the WildernessAct. There-
fore, thebest that theboatingand environmental communities
can hope for this year is a clear Park recommendation for
wildernessunder the Colorado River Management Plan, which
would requirestrict management of the Park from rimto rim
as wilderness until the President formally recommends its
nomination to Congress.

High Performance Canoe
and Kayak Paddles

Hand crafted from fie ffiest matoriats
ol orders from f.i:_i';fq: of blades

SHRED
BETTER!

The Kayakers Playbook!

This pocket personal trainer
teaches drills that improve
whitewater kayaking skills.
Simple explanations of dozens
of exercises make learning
easy. Includes waterproof crib
sheet. By Kent Ford, with Phil &
Mary DeRiemer. 64 pages.
‘Excellent! Practiced diligently, these drills will
elevate anybodys skills dramatically.. could
eliminate 10 years of trialand error learning:
Brian Brown, former US team member

and coach.

Solo Playboating... The
Workbook explains dozens of
exercises that show how to
improve your paddling. These
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drills will help you avoid bad habits
that arise from improper practice,
S0 you can eliminate years of
learning by trial and error. Improve
your control and confidence, get
longer surfs, and have more fun on the river,
guaranteed! Best when used with one or both
companionvideos. 64 pages. 'What an
advantage you provide the new paddlerby
providing so much quality informationin
enjoyable formats! 'John Seals.
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Availablefrom your favorite retailer, or
PerformanceVideo & Instruction, Inc.
550 Riverbend, Durango, CO 81301
1-888-259-5805
www.petformancevideo.com
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By Jayne H. Abbot, Events Manager

al and winter has been busy here at
the events office as the schedule be

came a moving target not easy to nail
down. With some fancy footwork and nu-
merous tacks placed on strategic dates, the
schedule has been set and you'll find it here
inthisissue. If youlook at some other more
flashy magazineschedul esyouwill notethat
some event dates don't exactly correspond.
Thejournal and our web sites (www.awa.org
and www.nowr.org) will alwavshavethemost
uptodateevent schedulinginformation. We
areyour source for whitewater events, so be
sure to keep your membership current and
you'll never beleftat theriver bankall psyched
for a party to find yourself aweek late and a
dollar short.

Some key event datesto note. The Ocoee
Rodeo has swung full circle back to aspring
date of May 21-23 and will be held 100% on
the Upper Ocoee. Volunteers are needed
quickly! If you are interested, call 828-645-
5299. A new race has been added to the
Cascades series to benefit American
Whitewater's access effortsat Johns Creek in
Virginia.

FreestylePulse

X-Games, hungry corporate sponsors, TV
coverage, Olympics... If you are anywhere
near the pulse o freestyle (rodeo) paddling
you may have heard these tantalizing words
being spoken more and more frequently as
the pace of this emerging sport moves up
another notch in the word o sports. The
American Whitewater events office has been
flooded this fall and winter with email and
calls about corporate sponsors eyeing the
sport, including a Canadian company throw-
ing big bucksinto organizing arodeo on the
Ottawa in October that will pay big cash
prizes. Word is that the ESPN X-Games
executives are eyeing rodeo for inclusion in
thesecutting edgegames. Athletesand other
interested partiesaretalking to the Olympic
committeetofind outthe chancesdf becom-
ing an exhibition sport as early as the 2000
Sydney Olympics. The appeal of freestyle
rodeo capturedthe 1998 Gorge Gamestelevi-
sion audiences so much so that it's expected
to beahighlight of the 1999 games. All this
isenough to make oneshead spin, cartwheel,
splitwheel, do aloop, ender for joy...

NOWR continuestoformalizeand build a
structure to house thisemerging sport. The
USFKC (United States Freestyle Kayak Com-
mittee) hasbeenworking closely with NOWR

to update the judging criteria for 1999 and
design the point series and the first ever
North American Cup championship. A brief
overview of therulesisincludedinthisissue.
For afull copy o the judging rules, formats
and scoring, contact the events office or
check the NOWR web site.

NOWR Point
Series
Championship and
North American
Cup

The championship series and North
American Cup apply only to NOWR regis-
tered Pro/Elite (akaExpert/Pro) classesin K-
1men, K-1Women, C-1and Junior. Athletes
must be registered with NOWR to qualify for
championshipawardsand designation. Please
note that some events will require registra-
tionin NOWR in order to participateintheir
highest level class (ex. Potomac Festival).
Registration forms are located in thisissue.
Registration deadline is June 7, 1999. Full
details on the point seriesand North Ameri-
can Cup can be obtained at the NOWR web
site or by calling the events office. For 1999,
the championship series point system will
change somewhat. There will be twelve
pointed events, that is twelve events where
Pro/Elite (aka Expert/Pro) competitors can
earnpoints. Theseeventsare: Kern, Gillman,
New, Maupin, Bob's Coosa, Ocoee, Potomac,
Fibark, Animas, Wausau and Ottawa. The
competitor's top fiveevent pointsearned will
be added to determinetheir standingsin the
series. Thissystem levelsthe playing fieldso
that any competitor who can make it to five
eventshasan opportunity towin theseriesif
they place high consistently instead of the
competitor who makesit to the most events
winning theseries. Pointswill beawarded at
each event as in 1999, i.e., based upon the
size d the class.

The North American Cup is an exciting
new seriesthat will crown the North Ameri-
can Champion in the K-I men, K-l women,
C-1andJunior classes. Theeventsinthecup
are the Ocoee Rodeo, Animas River Daysand
Wausau Rodeo. To qudlify, athletes must
compete at two of the three events with the
Wausau event being mandatory. Points will

be earned at each event as earned in the
NOWR Point Series, i.e., based upon class
size. The championswill be crowed at the
Wausau event. Speaking of Wausau, this
should be areally hot event. In addition to
the rodeo, a jazz and blues festival will be
cranking all weekend within walking dis-
tance of the freestyle site.

Team Trias

All youwannabe world freestyle competi-
torstake notethat team trial dateshave been
setandorganizers corralled (seeeventssched-
ule). Two important deadlines to note for
registration: East Coast trialsdueby April 25,
1999 /West Coast trials due by May 25,1999.
NO EXCEPTIONS. To receive prerequisites
and registration information, contact the
organizers of the events as shown on the
schedule.
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1299 SCHEDULE OF RIVER EVENTS

Come join American Whitewater in 1999 as we celebrate whitewater rivers across country through our
worldfamous festivals, racesand rodeos. Hope to seeyou there!

AMERICAN WHITEWATER EVENTS

National Paddling Film Festival - EastFebruary 26-27 Lexington, KY Barry Grimes 606-623-9067 bagriml @pop.uky.edu
Stoney Creek Rendezvous April 10-11 Johnstown, PA Steve Podratsky ~ 814-266-9744 mantonik@surfshop.net
Sacandaga Festival July 17 Hadiey, NY John Duncan 518-696-5/10 soC@wWITTeWaterusa:

Black River Festival July 24-25 Watertown, NY Chris Koll 315-652-8397 ckol11234@aol.com
Deerfield Festival July 31 Charlemont, MA Mike Coleman 781-646-6744 colemanm@beaconarch.com
"Don't cal thisaFestival River Rendezvous”/September 4-6 1 Relfort, NY/Beaver River | Chris Koll/ 315-652-8397 ckoll1234@aol.com

Gauley Festival September 25 Summersville, Wv PhyllisHorowitz  914-586-2355 whiteh2o@catskill.net
Russell Fork Rendezvous October 1-3 Haysi, VA Brent Austin 606-278-2011 surfin@kymtnnet.org
Moose River Festival October 16 Old Forge, NY ChrisKall 315-652-8397 ckol11234@a0l.com

AMERICAN WHITEWATER CASCADE SERIES
a series of American Whitewater premier level races from mild(er) to wilder held across the country

Johns Creek Race April 11 New Castle, VA Rob Scarfe 800-782-0779 mscarfe@iladin
Canyon Creek Race May 6 Clark County, WA Keith Jensen 503-285-0464 adercrecki® il cosm
Potomac Great Falls Race June5-6 Great Falls, VA Chris Cook 202-965-1917 ccindc@palrinlnel
Black River Race July 24 Watertown, NY ChrisKall 315-652-8397 ckoll123 4@ ual.com
Upper Yough Race July 29 Friendsville, MD JessWhittemore  301-746-5389

Gore Canyon Downriver Race August 21-22 Kremmling, CO Paul Tefft 970-923-3955 enviro@rof.net
Russell Fork Race October 2 Haysi, VA Brent Austin 606-278-2011  suirlimie iy minmel.org
Gauley River Race October 4 Summersville. WV Donnie Hudspeth  304-658-501f

Moose River Race October 16 01d Forge, NY ChrisKall 315-652-8397  chall1234@anl.civm

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WHITEWATER RODEOS (NOWR] CIRCUIT

Kern River Festival April 16-18 Kernville, CA Linda Ivins 805-871-6790 kernIHAEEHTTIm
Gillman Falls Rodeo April 17 Old Town, ME John Miligan 207-827-6111 otoymeaiand com
New River Rodeo April 23-25 McCoy, VA | Roanoke Co. Pks/Rec540-387-6078 x281 bsgrinizifen. roanake. va. us
Merced River Rodeo [CANCELLED due fo local permitting issues)Susan Scheufele 408-459-7978 S engsnm. o0
Oregon Cup (May 1-9)
Maupin Daze May 1-2 Maupin, OR Dave Slover 541-395-2201 allstaritleleparicom
Oregon Surf Off May 4 Pacific City, OR Dave Gilmms ebisiSneEgg  allstar@teleport.com
Canyon Creek Downriver Race  May 6 Clark County, WA Keith Jensen 503-285-0464 aldercreck@aol.com
Sunset Fallsor The Wheel Rodeo May 7 Clark County, WA Keith Jensen 503-285-0464 aldercreek@aol.com
Bob’s Hole Rodeo May 8-9 Estacada. OK Keith Jensen BUSESNGEUSNE  Al(CTCrEeR@aot.com
Coosa River Whitewater Festival May 14-16 Wetumpka, AL Lonnie Carden 334-272-0952
Bigfork Whitewater Festival May 15-16 Bigfork, MT Derreck Thomson 406-862-4926
Ocoee Rodeo May 21-23 Ducktown, TN Jayne Abbot 828-645-5299 JHAbbot@aol.com
Yiananaskis Whitewater Rodeo May 29-30 Cagary, AB Mark Taylor 800-656-8288 rmpc@info-pages.com
Jackson Hole Rodeo May 29-30 1Jackson Hole, WY / Aaron Pruzan / 307-733-2471 JacksonHoleKayak@wyoming.com
Potomac Whitewater Festival June5-6 Great Falls. VA Chris Cook 202-965-1917 ccindc@patriot.net
Clear Creek Festival (exhibition freestyle) June5-6  Golden, QO Chuck Cremer 303-277-0133
Boulder Rodeo June 12-13 Boulder, CO Kevin Sloan 303-931-30Z9
Headwater Championship/FIBARK June 17-20 Salida, CO Susie Dempsey  719-539-4686 zusan@bewellnet.com
Animas River Days June 25-27 Durango, QO Nancy Wiley 970-259-3893 info@riversports.com
Skyfest June 26-27 Index. WA Randolph Pierce  206-789-0444 pierce3@eskimo.com
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Gorge Games- WW Rodeo
Derby Creek Rodeo

July 11

Wausau Whitewater Rodeo August 28-29 Wausau, Wi JulieWaraven
Ottawa River Rodeo September 4-6
Outer Banks Surf/Kayak Rodeo  October 1-3 Nags Head, NC Pam Maec

Hood River, OR

CANCELLED - no local organizer

John Trujillo (Tree)541-386-4286 tree@gorge.net

715-845-5664 design@dwave.net

Bryson, QB Paul Sevcik / 416-222-2223 / paul @equinoxadventures.com

252-441-6800 pam@khsports.com

( Animas, Ocoee and Wausau comprise the North American £ competition within the NOWR event schedule.
( Kern, Gillman, New, Maupin, Bob's, Coosa, Ocoee, Potomac, Fibark, Animas, Wausau and Ottawa are events at which NOWR registered
Pro/Elite athletes can earn points towards the 1999 NOWR Point Series Championship. Athletes top five event points earned will be counted

to determine champion.

OTHER EVENTS
Tallulah Festiva F L L L P T i D L e O L e T L e ET T
High Country Tripke Crown
Watauga Gorge Hace and Roden lexp/pro) April 10-11 Walauga County, NC fhpfes may changes
due to fluctuatingwater levels, check with
Nolichucky Rodeo (adv/exp) April 17-18 Erwin, TN organizers beforeattending.
Contacts: Spencer Cooke ~ 828-297-1257
AT e i B -]
South Y ubaGathering April 24-25 Cadlifornia Dave Good 530-265-9653 wolfcreek@gv.net
Cheat River Festival and Race April 30-May 2 Albright, WV Kerry Manier 304-329-3621 foc@cheat.org
151 Annual Kivery KoQeo CANCELLED Kicamona, VH
2 Annual Festival on the French Broad River May 21-23 Asheville, NC Chris Donochod 1828-236-1209
[East Coast Team Trials May 29-30 / Rock Island, TN | Christie Dobson / 423-756-9861/ christiechic@mindspring.com
Willow River Paddlefest June 18-20 Prince George, BC Rick Brine 250-964-7400
West Coast Team Trials July 24-25 Eugene, OR | Brian Tooley 1541-334-0696 / btool ey @compuserve.com
Kootenay Whitewater Festival July 30-Aug 1 Castlegar, BC Gerry Harrmon  250-3J5E=0258
American River Festival September 11-12  Placerville, CA Larry Goral 530-621-1224

[Export - AWhitewater Rodeo Challenge/ October 9-10/ Bryson, QR

World Freestyle Championship ~ Dec. 1-5

Paul Sevcik / 416-222-2223/ equinox@gl obal sewe.net

Rotorua, New Zealand Andi Uhl (Nophonecalls please) NZFKC@clear.net.nz

Schedule subjectto change. Updates provided bi-monthlyin American Whitewater and as soon as possible to

WWW.awa.org

National Organization of Whitewater

The following is a brief overview of the
1999 NOWR judging rules for Pro/Elite (aka
Expert/Pro) classes. For a full copy of the
rules, see the NOWR web site at
www.nowr.org or call 828-645-5299.

All NOAR pointed events are required to
follow these rules for the Pro/Elite (aka Ex-
pert/Pro) freestyle K-1M, K-1W, K-1J, OC-1
and C-1 classes. NOAR eventsthat are NOT
pointed events are strongly encouraged to
follow these rules as closely as possible but
are not required tofulfill every detail. Other

Rodeos 1999 Judging

classes may be judged using these rules or
they may be modified.

Rodeo Competition Format

There are 4 officia hole-riding competi-
tionoptions. Option4,the1999 World Cham-
pionship format is the most recommended
for Pro/Elite classes at NOWR pointed events.
Option 1,2 and 3 are acceptable alternatives
for lower level classes or at non-pointed
events. Option 4 ishighly recommended for
Pro/Elite classes as it will help prepare our
athletesfor 1999 world-level competition.

1) Option 1: two 60-second rides

2) Option 2: free-for-all format

3) Option 3: three 60-second rides

4) Option 4: four 30-second rideswith 30-
second single elimination ridesin the finals

Judges

There are six judges: one scribe is as-
signed to every judge. Every judgemust view
the NOAR Judging Video and bewell-versed
in freestyle kayak moves prior to the event.
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Juniors

Juniors are defined as18or under. If the
paddler turns nineteen during the competi-
tion year (Jan1to Dec 31) they will not be
considered a junior and must enter adult
classes.

Judging Criteria

Competitors are judged in three areas:
technical, style and variety. Competitors
perform different movesand receive techni-

ca scores based on difficulty for the moves
performed. After each ride, the competitor
receives a style score which reflects their
boat control, timing, rhythm, artistic im-
pression and choreography. Competitors
also receivevariety multinliers thaf increase
their technical/style scores. Multipliers are
added for every differentmove they perform
from a list of variety moves. In order to
receive a high score, competitors must per-

form different moves.

The application of variety is the biggest
changeinthejudgingfor 1999. Therewill no
longer be deductions for not performing a
certain number of moves but rather multi-
pliersto increaseyour scoreand encouragea
widevariety of moves.

NOWR 1999 Registration Form
Point Series Championship/North

American Cup

Appliesto Pro/Elite (akaExpert/Pro) competitorsonly
you must register to qualify for either/both championships

o 3
SaAATH

Aibdress

Phone Fax Email
Class (checkoneonly) ___ Men'sK-1 ___ Women'skR-1 ____ C-1 Junior*
Birthdate Age

Y our sponsors:

Are you an American Whitewater member? Yes No

What do you like about NOWR? Where can we improve? Your suggestions and comments are welcome!

(Yes, I'd like to volunteer at

event. Please send meinformation on how | can help.

Please enclose $20.00 NOWR registration fee or $40.00 to register and become an American Whitewater member for a $5.00 discount
(Juniors pay $30.00 for combined American Whitewater membership and NOWR registration). Applies to new members only. Renewals not
accepted. Make checks payable to American Whitewater/NOWR and return to:

Jayne H. Abbot

American Whitewater Events Office
450 Ivy Hill Rd

Weaverville, NG 28787

Registration due by June 7,1999

*Juniorsaredefined as18or under. If thepaddler turns nineteen during the competition year (Janl1toDec 31) they will not beconsidered

American Whitewater v March /April 1999
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TheJoumal of Whit Deschner
CompiledandeditedbyBillHarzia




ecently, withthediscoveryofWhit Deschner's
"journal"inthetrunkofa 62lavender Cadillac
Coup de Ville, new light has been shed on the
Gnarly Karnali" trip led by Peter Knowles.
(See footnote 1) As for the word “journal,” this term here
mustbe regarded inits broadestform,for, in actuality, the
journal was a wad of notes scribbled on the backs of old
lottery tickets, unpaidbillsand trafficviolations. Obviously,
atsome point, Deschnerintendedto write anarticle onthe
trip. We can only surmise that he was struck with one of
the boutsof procrastinationthathe so often and tragically
struggled against.

Although in no way does Deschner paint a
comprehensivepictureofthe trip, we can easily reconstruct
the flavor ofevents. Exactly why Peter Knowlesinvited the
American Deschner on—an expeditionthat was, with the
exception of Rob Lesser, all British is unclear —but if
Knowleswas expecting Deschnerto accurately document
the descent, he was grossly mistaken.

Left: The walk into the Karnali, the wheel would never have
been invented in Nepal!

Above: No Wheels! In fact the only thing that does go around
are holes like this one! Both photos by Whit Deschner.

[Entry date: Probably
sometime in late August]

Weighing the pros against the cons | suspect this proposed
Karnali trip is a con job. Supposed to be a small excursion
("...ideal group size is probably about 12"); old dog kayakers to
be kicked around by nothing worse than the lower Karnali. ("It
cuts through and drains most of the Far West of Nepal —the wild
westasit's known.") It's to be the tenth anniversary of the first
length-long descent. (See footnote 2) Suspiciously, besides
Slime, none of the original party hassigned upforthisanniversary
— Slime, however, is able to make it, since not only is he
organizing it, the trip is also covering his expenses.

[Entry date: Sometime later in
late August]

Don'tknow if | cantoleratethe three known membersoftrip
(See footnote 3). And god knows, assuming others are friends or
even associatedwith these, a new definitivedefinition oftrouble
brews.
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[Entry date: Sometime in
September, late in the day]

Extortion began today. Carol (See footnote 4) answered the
phone and immediately | heard advanced stages of trouble. “Dave
Manby?_.. Areyou in the U.S 7 Frantically | began pantomiming in the
background, lip-synching the words: "I'm not here. You don't know
where | am, Gone away for an indefinite period.” Carol, however,
Mwﬁmﬂmﬁqmm said, “It's OK, he"s in

“S0 let me get this straight.” | said, “We drive fifteen hours and
leave the LS. just to get 2 Might that returns us to the LS — 5o we
can leave the US. once more, thus saving two hundred clams. it
doesn't make sense.”

“Exacthy.”

Which wasn't exactly at all. When | got to the boltom of this
puzzle. it turned out the travel agentinVancowver had an excepiionally

SEN WONCE,
{If any other notes exist before Deschaer traveled fo Mepal they

|mmnhnw.1mm the problem. Some of my best friends
are Dave Manbys, but_ Carol handed me the phone and Dave said,
“Glime says you're coming 1o Nepal®

“Slime says wrong.”

“That's funny, he says you are. | wasn't coming either until he
promised me you were 5o | signed up too”

[This was worse than Gerry's presence on the trip. Hangovers go
away: the anarchy Dave creates ks permanent )

1 can't come,” | explained, *T'm not in shape ”

[Later]

Realby, I'm nat inshape for this trip. The last real river Tee scen was
six years ago running the Grand Camyon. Since then I've run a local
uzﬂmﬂ:uj aﬁﬂqmmimmhmmm

= 15 ir o P al L] L | BT Wl

[Probably the next day]

Turning on my tap | received a divine message: Frog anatomies
issued from my faucet. Deciding to evict all intruders from my cistem,
I got more than | bargained for. Floating in the water was a dead
groand squirrel. | won't go intodetail abowt what stage of dead it was,
but after | was throwgh being sick, | thought, “All this time I've been
drinking this water and have [reed! Why, | can travel anywhere in the
weorid ™

Called Stime.

=Slime,” | said, "Count me inl [Here, sounds of hands rubbing
together could be heand.] You wouldn't believe the training I've been
doing for this trip!”

I [Later in the week but early in the
day]

Phone rang again today, and a slice of the past began speaking
on the other end. I'm not sure what extortion was used on bim but

it was Rob Lesser, and despite his severe chasacter flaw [See footnote
51, he told me he was joining the trhp

Rob suggested we travel together but quickly our opinions on
how 1o get 1o Mepal differed. Rob — lving in Boise— suggested flying
out of Vancouver, B.C. | = Fwving three hours from Boise — wanted to
know what was wrong with leaving from Boise,

"Twa hurdred dollars,” Rab said.

haveyet tobe found, Strangely, Deschnerabruptlyreioinshis pormative
by describing the Annapurna Hatel, Mast likely he wars sufferng with
delusions from the twenty-six oir hours troveled from Vancouver. |

Oct 25

The Annapuma Hotel &5 s fine a huxury hotel as you can find
anywhere in the world| There are pressed linen sheets! Air canditioning!
Clean ot and cold running water! And room service at the clickof the

We didn’t stay there.
We didn’t even stay in a flea-cursed, cold water flop-house,
Instead, we were given a four hour, three beer Bryover before
departing, along with ten others, on an eightesn hour bus ride to the
westermn neverlands of Nepal, Gerry, as it iurns out, can't make the trip,
bt waniting 1o make himself missed, has seen to it that half the trip's
pplies cany the |abel, "RUM.

Oct 26

kot a bad bus ride after all, despite the chicken that some idiot
plucked in the back of the bus where a major portion of the
expedition’s gear was stashed. Taking a flying leap in my sleeping bag
| landed neathyin the middie of it, where | nested for the night - almost
comfortably, if it hadn't been for the chicken feathers. All night long,
just as | was slipping from consciousness, 'd inhale a feather and gag
back awake. Only at first light did | discover that it wasn't a chicken
that had been plucked after all. It was a goose, whose feathers had
shortly before belonged to my spanking-new but recently-ripped
sleeping bag.

Arrived at Surkhet, staging point of the trip and home of Nepal's
recent typhoid cutbreak. The bus-face our ride gave us to get here is
nothing compared to that of the other members of the party who have
come from Delhi. Their faces are hideously contorted from the large
quantities of alcohol that had to be swallowed just to endure their
joumey. At one point the trip was so bad one of the members leapt
— o fell — or was possibly pushed — from the moving bus. Fortunately,
the member was under the influence, otherwise they might have hurt
themselves. (See footnote &)

There are ebeven kayakers and twebve rafters — not counting the
guides. Impression of kayakers' communal character: Living ona farm
I'm used to talking to animals but never — as with this herd — have
they ever tadked back to me. There is Andy Middbetan, Guy Baker, [an
Sherington, Andy Knight, Chris Nicole, Marcus Bailie, George Woods,
Darve Maniby, Slime and Rob Lesser,




B 5 99
Oct 27

From Surkhet bussed to a ridge above the Karnali, where Slime
helped hiring porters: If hands were tied behind his back he'd be
illiterate in Nepali. Several hours later arrived at the river. It was too
late to put on, but thanks to the toilet that was erected far
downstream, we got a good preview of the next day's run.

This evening sipped a 1949 Krug champagne followed by a 1985
DRC Montrachet which washed down a lobster mousse dahl bat.
After dinner we had five gallons of May, 1997 Kukuri Rum cut
ruthlessly with fruit juice — the effects of which were unilaterally
evident. No one could remember each other's name, and when
1—memoriestotally failed, the group began swearing in song that they'd
play the wild rover no more. Other traditional British Isle ballads were
sung like "American Pie" and "Ventura Highway."

Oct 28

Inthe morning, major problem addressed; the kayaks. A majority
of the boats looked like kayaks, only they were smaller. Obviously,

In the “tiger woods".Photo by Whit Deschner.

After puttingontheriver | feltquitesecurein mychoiceofalarger
boat because everyone in the small kayaks was having trouble with
their eddy turns. The water wasn't huge but it was big and as hard as
these small boat boaters tried to make a normal turn, their kayaks
reared onto their haunches and went spinning vertically out of
control down the eddy line. Turning into eddies, | felt pretty smug at
my groomed control and ability to keep my boat on a flat plane. Then
someone sidled up to me and in the manner of regarding Rip Van
Winkle waking and said, "Huh! The old Duffek stroke. | haven't seen
one of those in years!"

OK! So I've never been in the mainstream-of boafing to wafch i
trends — which would also shelter me fram asking embarrassing
questions such as: Who makes a Dagger!" [%ee footnate T| — but my
abundance of out-of-ithardly explains the next pursle. The average
hang-dog age of these old dogs hung in the mid-forties | reckoned

that being communally older, this pack wou'dn't be s foalish as ta

drop into large holes and surf pounding waves— and here they are
doing just that in tiny boats with smiles p= their faces | mean when

Theyd Geen Shrunk qaing Threugn aiipr] &=Tay MaCiTes. Tial
bothered me, thoangh, i5 no one else seemed 10 notice — nor did they
cane. Quickly, | snagaed one of the Langper-uded kanmaks but, much (o
my astonshment, almost everyone clse prefenned the smalber boats!
Nor did they ge a stult about the manufactunng defect of the
paddies. Instead of being 90% feathered or no degrees unfeathered,
these blades are twisted at arbitrary angles in between, giving bath
the combined effects of catching wind and the user tendinitis

TS WO TET tarways e to s h behawsor was bravery = bul
reallty what | was suffering from was an overdose of hormones. b
someone slipping testosterone in the sumn punch?

That night [after @ salmon papillate dahl bat complemented with
a bottle of Chateau OYguem) | made an effort to find owt. After a
galiant but loosing struggle with the September 19497 Kulburn rum (it
was a bit “young”) and fruit pumch melange, | conclude that this s not
a river trip, but a drinking excursion with a kayak problem

American Whitewater Viﬁm"rm,mﬂ:l'ﬂﬂ'




Oct 29

The punch has not effected my willingness to have my body
subjected to mother nature’s industrial-sized washing machines— as
it has continued todo so on the others. Why they insist on such foalery
remains a mystery to me. Rob Lesser, possibly the oldest of the bunch,
seems to be getting the wettest. Fortunately, his total wardrobe is
made of Capilene and he dries out quickly, (See footnate 8]

Tonight, for dinner, we had glazed shallots along with a drought-
stricken chicken canefully diced in the dark by a dull machete. The
pieces were then liberally seasoned with the national spice — sand—
and dunked in dahl bat. This, along side a bottle of 1961 Chateau
Latour, followed by 2 gallons of June 1997 Kukuri Rum exquisitely
blended with fruit punch and iodine.

A | headed for my tent, Guy Baker warned me to bring all shoes
into the tent at night.

“Thieves?™ | asked pensively.

“Mo,” he answered. “There's too many video cameras around,”
[See foatnote 9)

Oct 30

Cancerning this rver = Since Fve flown all the way to Nepal 1o
boat and in the meantime, for years, have ignored Idaho, I say this
for the Kamali: it sure reminds me of [daho.

Then again, kabo is not lush green as this is in the end of October,
nor does one boat in Idabo the first week of November without
danning both heavy-duty cold— and bulletproof — gear, thanks to all
the enthusiastic, but inbred, hunters. Nor is idaho known for fine food
and alcohol = not like what was enjoyed thisevening: a bottle of 1945
Haut Brion which absolutely flattered the navarin of lamb drenched
in dahl bat, which in turn was flushed down and out with a fresh five
gallon jerry can of rackshee, locally born that very aftemoon and
delicately supersaturated into @ quart of fruit juice.

Oct 31

The other item worthy of mention and missing from ldaha's
agenda are the Kamali's huge monsoon bred beaches. Mor standing
on them this morming did the locals loak fike Mahoans. They look far
smarter (See footnote 10 and in fact brilliant when Andy Knight
dressed them in the river gear he manufactures and took pictures.
However, confusion spread across their faces when he took his gear
back again. Good thing he hasn't started selling bikinis.

Tonight had Ohysters Rockefeller with a "Barbie™ dahl bat followed
by a baked Alaska along with Havana cigars and an Armagnac brandy,
perfecthy thinned in detol soap water, Spoke this evening with George
Woods, but due o his accident it was hard to understand him. [See
footnate 11)

Oct 32

Today encountered several rapids bigger than the rest. As |
scouted the biggest of these bigs | was overcome with melanchaly, for
suddenty | began to think of my wife and kids. (See footnote 12)
Meanwhile, at these drops, | overheard Shime, father of Nepal

whitewater guidebooks, muttering such phrases as, *.vague
recollection of this one but it seems to have changed location,” or,
“that couldn't be a new drop but | sure don't remember..” Then his
voice would trail off into utter confusion. Diligently, he jotted down
descriptions to update his new edition,

Once, his notebook fefl open in front of me and | read several of
the passages: Look fior beach with woman and theee water buffalo on
it; run drop center. Men will be chopping down tree on left just before
this rapid.

This evening had a bottle of either 1974 Moet and Chandon or a
recent vintage of Mad Dog 2020 — | couldn’t distinguish which
because the label had washed off the bottle. Have to admit it didn't
do much for the Boeuf Bourbonnais. Howewver, this could have been
due to the chefs’ overenthusiastic use of Nepali spice, [Sex footnote
13) If they don't stop this practice we'll soon all develop gizzands.

[Several days |ater, bly
November around 11 PM.]

River has slowed, rapids have diminished and the valley has
widened. In the years that have intervened snce Slime's first trig,
forests have been replaced with houses and terraces — a trend, Slime
blames on the internet. People can now move from the crime-ridden
cities out into a rural setting and conduct all their business from a
computer,

Still, the diminishing habitat has not explained the [ack of binds.
I"'ve seen more monkeys than birds — perhaps the monkeys ate them.
50 far M've noted exactly three species of birds, and this in a cowntry
that boasts 500 species. Not a good batting average. Then again, there
haven't been many insects either. Life, | suppose, is never easy, Either
a ript of bérds annays you awake while you lay in your tent with the
insect netting securely zipped, or you suffer through long silent
periods of boredom while having naothing toitch, Fortunately, the one
insect that we have seen are walking sticks. These little arthropods
have proved invaluable for fighting fires when kindling is not available.

Saving the best for last — had a bottle of 1985 Romanes Conti
tonight. Served with omelets dahl bat Rothschild, it was a marriage
of tastes made in nirvana — a marriage however quickly destroved by
some fool who went and accidentally mixed rackshee in the dish
water, which they accidentally mistook for fruit punch. I've mever
smelled 8 more pleasant sewer gas. Naturally, the muse of this
beverage was not Supeising as everyone began surmising the arigin
of Slime's name.
of the story. Even Dove Manby, who had actrally been of the nome’s
inception=butwas foooiled foremline the importance oftheoccosion—
tried confuring up whot he believed he might hove heard thatinfamous
night. The stories ranged from an outer worldly illegal kryptonite-like
substances. focockney siong to.. (See footnote 14) The reoder may get
afirvorafihe content from the fotlowing ocronyms Deschner recorded]

* Swamp Living Insidious Microscopic Evangelist

* Single Loner Invites Memorable Experience

* Sexy Lover Invites Mating Elephants

* Superb Leader Inspines Magnificent Expeditions




[Sometime even later
in 1997]

Entered the Terai [passing undera Japanese-designed
futunistic bridge that looked desperately in reed of a
modern city] and foated inlo Giardia Mational Park,
staying in the T:gl:r T|:|F|5 tent camp=—and & wiDds where
thie tigers were A “tiger wodds,”™ 1f you will. Here at last
| saw soeme more birdies and 2 couple of eagles. Amang
thie birdies — and I'm nat making these ARmes up— wene
themmsty=cheeked scimiter abbier; the common babbler
[not to be confused with the human ones), bue bearbed
bee-eater, red vented bulbul, orange-bellied chloropsis,
red wattbed lapwing, Mack-gorgetted laughing thrush,
purple-rumpsed sunbind, ower pecker, braun fever bird,
see see, did he do it, lesser racket tanled dronga, blossoem-
headed parakeet, and the stone and roCE chals —
althowgh these last two require an emithologist with &
background in geology to distinguish the difference.

In the evening, a quide l&d ws through the Torest and
kept telling us to be quict. But | couldn’t Rgune out why
wie needed to be guick (o see animal tracks, AL last, our
silence paid off when we came acnoss what he said was
a dragon track.

"Dragon? | exclaimed.

es Dragon, This one is where thiger was dragon its
perey.”

But we never dodl See any TIQers; g one Cver Goes
because the grass o5 tod gamn keng and even niding on & nol &0 fypical scene on the Kamall Photo by Whit Deschner
elephants we couldn’t rise above it. Basically, what the
place could use is a good lawn mower — that, or they
SRt Nire s person i a bufet=proof vest to camy T stick with a tiger's— s ond-the-management gol-fed - As a-resill-the group-in ifs
tail on it and walk through the grass. entirely wos eviched. What hoppened fo Bhem pfferwands is

The next day and beyvand the tiger woods the guide escorted usto Wnknowwn /

a developing village, where we saw all sorts of developing dogs

bronécally, it wasn't them that kept us up at night but the barking deer Fopingles

And it was in this village where our guide explained o us how in the

mansoons the villagers “go phishing” i. O, as he was knowm in shady boating cercles, Green Slime,
*Go what™ we atked in shocked unison
*Phyish * 2. Here Deschiner is mistaioen, since the dead had been desoendang
“Wherer™ the Karmali for years. Being yel anather feeder Stream o the
“They phish all over the place.” I3._1nrjn bodies ane often buned along and sometimes (ossed

intoit Sotechnically, the trip veas the tenth anniversary of live
peeople runnang the Earnale And, 1o be spofiessty cormect, this

[This is the hast “entry” of Deschner's journal Qther records indicote was the tenth anniversary of five people voluntarily running
that shartly after — probobly mimeies — the tmp quickly dissohved. the Eamali. Deschner admits later, that be was out of controd
Eviciently, over the cowse of the ot the frip's toiler crew hod beoome in some of the drops, and probably became the first living
soefficient, that they kept hobitually filling in the fodgpe s pre-duag Todet person to imvoluntarity run parts of the Karmali

S
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5 Hese Deachaes reiomang jobries Kaowars Maes Badle and Geore
Moffat Marcus, in Palstan, constantly put the trp in penl by
insisting on taking pictures of highly sensitive strategic military
sirpciures bsor “Traves With @ Kayak," Eddee Tern Press, 1067),
Gerry Moffat, at the time, was considensd the Typhosd Mary of
Hangovers. Deschner suffered immensely fromunfortunate chance
ey wbb Eereyg e e dleent Courties S5 farned gl
Gerry could not make the Kamali trip.

4 Deschner's other significent gerifriend:
5. Deschner s r-rfl:mng iy Lesaer rnhinq John Denver,

6. Here Deschner is just kidding. Actually, the incident could have
been far worse: they couwld have been in 3 plane.

7. A Wave Sport, you numibsiull,
A oo et init day - “Capitene™ arsupposedby merache fatne
wias made of recycled atomic waste, It didn’t actualbydey, but rather

made the weaner wasm, thus thinking they were dry.

9. Here Baker is alluding to a tragic incident on the Indus where his

KARNALIKNOWLEDGE

geoup had to bivouac with 3 shartage of tents and Baker was forced |
by shane s tent with the expedition’s lone female, Uinfortunately,
the woman's shoes were filmed outside the tent=a detall that ded
nod-go unnoticed. by several of his girdfriends back in England,

10. Heve Deschner s making fun of the British colboquiakm “smart”
whach ke thought was really dumb,

11. This mast certainly isa mistake since Deschner never was a good
spetler.  Most likely he meant “acceni”  George Woods was |
Soottish,

P2 A T ply qEERaE Commend b Dewchars sl Basr sl
or kads, He hated kids.

b3, v a5 thiey sy o0 Mepat, Too many kooss il the Droilel

14, Senid $500 in & brown paper bag to Bill Harzia, HCR BB Box 164,
Haloer GRS 78 - andt aemd you st the gl i maiee o S
oonfidential envelope

Whit Deschner is the outhor of Trovels in @ Koyak, @ Dumongus
pocornT of s iife on—ong fr=the warler,

ITH A

KAYAK

by WLit Deschner

==

Winner Of - ";'V(Iivﬁjrr\:\g:r'laKayak isinaclassd its

g‘é Ill?]?:\;M N — Stuart Fisher, Canoeist Magazine, (Great Britain)

FRANKLIN = "If Dave Barry was a globe-trotting kayaker,
this would be the most likely result.™

AWARD for —Eugene Buchanan, Paddler Magazine

HUMOR

= ""Even the copyright pageis funny."
—Jan Nesset, Canoe and Kayak Magazine

® “What a kayak book should be.”
--Gerry Moffat, owner, Equator Expeditions (Nepal)

Available at your local
whitewater store or send;
$21.95 to:

The Eddie Tern Press
HCR 88 Box 169

Baker OR 97814

"Thisiswhat kayaking is

¥ "Travelswith aKayak isone o the funniest
adventure travel books | have ever read."
—Bodb Gedekoh, American Whitewater Magazine,

— John Hart, Patagoniarep.

about.""
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You’ve all heard of the Gee spot...

A Bad Iil" Monkey Film

s Bad lil' Monkey Fim - Corran Addison, Nico Chassing,
Dan CambelHunnt, Steve Fisher
Searching For The "Gee" spot -, Brad Ludden,
Claude Pagé, Bernd Sommer, Dave Harriton
Musiz by Playtand, Brin Addison Band and Evenrude
Cowmpiiter Graphieg by Preston Halmes
Directed By T.J. Walker - & Riot Entertainment Production

Edited On Avid Exprass 1000 with Transjammar

But can you find it?

Learn how to...
Flat Spin
Wave Wheel

1_‘ Aerial Blunt

Cartwheel

%
R
g
G

This is the instructional film Corran Addison
has ﬂ|u‘.1j.'.-= wanted to make. High action,
lowd music and the absolute latest tricks and
cool moves, Computer generated graphics
tor absolute clarity, demonstrations by the
Elite Riot Squad, and finally, Corran himself
presenting the entire show, pimped out in his
MTV anouncer alttire.

Freewheel

Searching for the “Gee" spot brings to you the
most concise instructional video ever. The
film is aimed at progressive intermediates
that already have a grasp of basic maneuvers
such as wave surfing, squirting and elemen-
tary hole riding retentive tricks.

Sedarching for the “Gee” spot will take you to
the next level of radical playboating,

www.riotkayaks.com
514, 931. 0366
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Available at the finest paddling shops, world-wide.

| Official Supplier?

(S00) 535-3565 Stohlquist.com On the Water since 1969
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For maore registration, general event
information and how to volunteer con-
tact Jayne Abbot, Events Manager at
828-645-5299 or JHAbbot@aol.com.
S Information can also be found on the
+ 3 NOWR web site at www.nowr.org,

Take note all you rodeo fans, the Ocoee Aodeo date has
maoved from October to May 21-23. The event will be held
on the Upper Ocoee course and will feature all your favorite
competitigns: freestyle raden, free riding (aka Freestyle
through a Rapid] and a head-to-head downriver race. All
weekend long there will be booths from all the major manu-
facturers, food, entertainment and a demo pool sponsared
by the Atlanta Center for Excellence.

Come picnie by the shores, try your hand ai kayaking in
the cemo poal and see top competitors from all over the
country. Fun for the whole family

Preregistration deadline: Postmarked no later than May 12
Mo registration the day of competition

Thursday, May 20

= g:00pm = 10:00pm Registration [site to be determined)

Friday, May 21
& 3:00am - 5:00pm ProfElite preliminaries for K-1,C=1 and
OC-1 at Seniley 6:00pm = 10:00pm FINAL registration [site
o e determaned)

Salurday, May 22

*® 9:00am - 500pm Intermediate, Advanced and Junior
preliminaries at Smiley

* Free Riding competition on Upper Dooee course

® Head-to-head Downrver race

&= S00pm - 1200 ﬂ'llﬂﬂlf.lh'. Ft'.-ll'.-'al_l'pﬂl'h' wikh e music,
dinner, huge silent auction and raffie ($5.00 per person)

Sunday, May 23

& 10:00am - 4:00pm Finals for all classes at Seiley
& 20lpm Awiards

The course will be closed to private boaters
during competition times.



Martians in

the Rough

By Jason Robertson
Photos by Hans Haucke

Part 1.

Dust coatsthe ground. There's at least an inch of
the powder on the trail and it smokes and billowswith every
step. We're space-suited aliens treading deliberately like
Armstrong, planting that first footprint on the moon. The
four of usare making slow progress through this foreign
landscape, looking as strange and threatening as Martians
cometo prey in thevalley.




t's my third winter exploring Mexico with Tom McEwan and
Eric Brooks. We're thinking that thisyear will be epic, although
. B Nifio isn't working in our favor. The rain clouds that have
~ absorbed the United States seem to have sucked dl of the moisture
2 from the south: rivershere are low. Mind you, I'm not complaining.
uyry . J D 2 L : The experience isworth thejourney and the adventure isin the
El 1 10, el Rio Grande L going, but another foot of water and we'd bein Fat City.
es mas Il_:i[ | LY ;gi_] W il_ ) Stomp... puff... stomp... puff... A faint clatter of grit rollsdown
d o . g% ” T ey the mountain side.
C dgul € Pauses Three old, brown-clad men are behind us, moving at our pace.
at my bad S]J-Eilﬁﬁh, They lead a pair of scrawny cowswhile four Mexican-style
_ . ~ gimp dogs do the shuffle-scut step at our every glance. The old
sounding the words man in the lead asks where wee headed. 1just shake my head
in ]"IiS hE'EIlfi HTI{] and say, "Bl no, d Rio Grande esmaslejosy abajo de aqui." He
A . pauses at my bad Spanish, sounding the words in his head and
translati ng them into translating them into his native Chintopec tongue, where dog
i v 1 isperro and perro iss. He asks, "Por los pesces?' I'm
h IS native Chl I'ItD]}E.I'C stumbling along through the dirt wondering how I'm gonna
tongue where dog is get my boat four thousand feet down the mountain, to the
= x 1 : valley below but 1 take the time to answer. "No. No somos
]}erf.]' ﬂﬂd |J'LTT[] 1S 51 ©  pescadores. Mi amigosy yo vamos por los cascades en € valle.
Vamos a la puente in Matumba." Hisfriends are smiling back at
me and laughing. One is shaking his gaping, silver-toothed, reed-
covered head. He doesn't understand the alure of the river or
comprehend what we could want there besides fish. But the first
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man isagain quick to speak. As they pass us by he tellsme that it's only

two Mexican hours to the river. 1 pass my Freefall to the other shoulder,
which isn't quite so sore from carrying 90-pounds
of boat and gear down thisrut of aroad. Poof...
stomp... poof... shift.

We're hiking into the canyon from the town
of San Juan Quiontopec. 1t’s our first exploration
of Oaxaca, and we've been having problems
getting started. The van's water pump is frizzed so
it knocks out after four thousand vertical feet or
one hour, which ever comes first. Each time it
overheatswe’ve got to wait another hour for it to
cool. Finaly wejust give up and hop on a packed
bus at dusk in an unknown town North of la
Ciudad de Oaxaca. We stand in the aide for three
hourswhile the busworksitsway up and down
the mountain. Around 11 p.m. werall into

Quiontopec.

Stretching our arms, we squeeze out of the busonly to
find that we will be charged extra for help unloading our boats —
help we never actually get. We seek dinner and a floor,

somewhere distant from the dogs and the voicesin this poor,
beautiful town. Brooksis pointed to Celids house by wracked
brown hands and we quickly discover that sheis the same woman
that Marc was sitting next to on the bus. Soon we're settled in her
dining room watching the '98 Olympics. Cdia sends her daughter
out into the night for cold refrescas and while she's gone we see
from four different camera angles the agony of a Japanese skater as
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he falls and breaks his arm. Later, we
feast on blue com tortillas, eggs, ham,
and chorizo. After dinner Cdia kicks her
son's barracho friends out of the house
for alittle quiet and offersus her
childrens' beds. We're so tired that
we're asleep instantly. That night 1
dream of my girlfriend back in the
L States. She's a lovely southern figure of
hospitality and warmth, but as1 reach
out to her 'm awakened by exploding
fireworks. Mountain-strong kids are
| tossing lit shotgun shellsinto the air for
| thismadrigal Saint's day.

We pay only 190 pesos ($21

US) for dinner, breakfast and bedding
for the four of us. 'm wondering what
kind of magic Brooks wrought on this
poor woman, because the man across
the street is asking 300 pesosjust for a
ride to theriver. In our stubbornnesswe
=== turn down his offer. So we're trudging
along two hours later, staring at the dirt and stamping with a
POOF! Poof and... a clatter. My boat falls to the cactus-bit
ground. 1look tiredly at the river more than two thousand feet
below, wondering how much longer this death march can last.
We get to theriver four hours after leaving town. 1t would
have been a thirty-minute truck ride if we hadn't been so stingy.
Now that I've made it on my own, however, 1 accept that thiswas
a necessary part of the adventure.

I'm laying on my boat, raised up off the dry cow pies and
petrified dog piles, talking to the three old men again. Only they
don't look quite so old now; I'm the one that's bushed and

shagged on the ground, desperately sucking water out of a
bottle. 1watch with beggar's eyes as they feast on enchiladas.
Eventually 1 trade some stale gorp for a little bit of Mexican
roul ette.

N Theriver islow. There are less than 300 cfs. flowing over a
iy boat ’ : wide gravel bar that looks like glacidl till. As 1 observe this,
U fj ofF the Hans, Brooks, and Marc stumble in one at a time, carrying

] g personal hurtsand mental scarsas wel as the rest of their
COW PIEs

gear.
|
' |

PENLY o Meanwhile, the hard, old men get up and thank
P usfor the gorp. They head back up the canyon having
piles, t,:]|'|.;|nq to spent an entire day bringing their cows down for alittle
he thre |E| water. 1watch the big, red beast on theleft asit ambles
the three o back up road, grateful that 1won't have to be making the
men Hﬂilil"l. return journey myself. I'd rather hike down to thisvirtualy
- dry riverbed, even if it proves unnavigable and thick with
rocks.
Brooks, Marc, and 1 sit looking at each other. Hans is off

L
..-l
il
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doing his own thing in
the brush. We shake our
headsin this hot
noontime shade. Later,
Hans walks up and sits
beside us aswe're wearily
kicking holesin the dirt
with our heels. Brooks
speak up and asks usto
choose for ourselves
whether we're gonna
head down thisRio
Grande or hitch back to
the town and the bus
service. To aman we say,
"No. We're here, and
we're going." So we don
our gear and start to
float, paddle and drag
our boats down riffles
and shoals.

Weround the
first bend and we're in
another world. The
Sonoran-red desert rides
boldly down thousand-
foot sandstone walls to
the very shore where
we're basking and
marveling at saguaro and
vulturesand micro
climates that, veiled by
the rays of the sun, are
altemately hidden and revealed behind every ancient, vein-like bend

of thiswarm, motherly river.
After thefirst three hours of wending our way through
floatable pebble fields, we reach awall with a high arching
buttress and a recent rock slide, above which 1 spy a petroglyph
of aman and a dog and a sun. I'm gtill somewhat delirious with
fatigue and the heat, but the cool clear water has been treating
me well. Brooks clambers out of hisboat and up the boulders
to the base of the carving. As heisfilming we suddenly realize
as one, that thisslide is millennia older than we had realized. 1
fed smaller than a mite, resting under the red canyon's gaze,
submerged in a dish below the wide, bushy brow of the Earth.
We camp an hour down-river and rise early in the
wind-free dawn to pack our boats. That moming we set out
for the mapped canyon that, when we reach it, necks down in
a burrowing cleft carving its way toward the womb of the
world. We've heard that a man named Ed Culp tried to paddie
this canyon with hiskids about sx months earlier. He came




rti
Ma ansin theRou

down in the rainy season with a couple of
inflatable kayaks and got pushed up the canyon
walls by floodwaters. When he didn't meet hiskin
at the takeout, they caled in the Mexican
government, who caled in the military, who
pulled off a successful helicopter search and
rescue. Though we have clouds on the horizon,
there's no chance of flood in our future. Some six
hours after breaking camp we reach that dit in
Mother Earth's flesh that we'd seen on the map —
our hard won reward for four hours of hiking and
10 hours of flat water madness.

Validation Fals: This twelve-foot vertical bowl
validates the time we've spent looking at the map

and gives us cause to return in the future. The next three
hours are as grueling as the last six, if somewhat more
enjoyable. We plunge headlong and blind down boulder-
choked whitewater, guessing what routes are clear and free
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of obstruction. Our arms and hearts
are pumping steadily aswe twist
through a 15-foot wide gorge. We
pick lines based on intuition and
metamorphic knowledge of rocks,
sneaking glimpses of water beyond
each bouldery drop. We get into a
rhythm of running the rapids
without pause, |eapfrogging eddies,
trading thelead, and intuiting the
cleanest lines. Of courseit is this
style of boating that leadsto a
situation requiring Brooks to work
amiracle group-rescue in a wide-
eyed, laughing fit of poor
judgement.
Toward late afternoon the
canyon opens up. We're il high-strung, but now 1'm tired and
ready to get off the river by dark. A quick inventory of our
remaining food— two packages of instant hot cocoa and a salt-
crusted handful of nuts — lends us extra incentive to make it to the
takeout before sundown. We're paddling hard as ever before,
- covering over thirty-nine kilometersin one marathon day. I'm
pushing my body's limits, hoping to find Tom and Sarah waiting at
the takeout. Of course, the only thing we know about our
destination is that it is a bridge near Matumba, somewhere
downstream. Brooksand 1 round another potential last bend only to
come on a death's-grin low-head dam. Aswe slide over its dry
concrete flanks1 wonder how much farther it can be to the bridge. The

BLue MoUNtaN OUTFitters

103 State Road s -

sun is barely glimmering above the peaks and we seem to remember

:\?;Sry 1;/ iélgllej SILA L7083 f; ,'.’éx ; cal cu_Iati ng that thetak_eout is on_Iy eigh_t kiI_ometersfrom the dam. _
| Phone: (717)957-2413 ‘!_I_'___' - Luckily, we catch Tom in dramatic fashion, just as the full moon begins
| www. pipeline.com/-bmo its ascent into the twilight. The perfect ending to an exhausting day.
W . Later, we recall our first descent of the Rio Grande Norte in Oaxaca
GREAT Salamander = Thule = MT! with nostalgic memories of its absorbing beauty and engaging

" Rapidstyle ~ Planetary Gear
STUFF T-o Mountain Surf = Northshore
Greatful Heads ~ Aquabound

I i!! WITH Bending Branches ~ Mitchell
Rapid Pulse = Granite Gear

Cascade = Wyoming Wear

m Ei iﬂ I Lotus ~ Deluge ~ Kokatat

Seattle Sports * Pelican

We-no-nah = Evergreen GREAT
Prijon = Custom Woodstrip
Wildemness Systems ~ Eskimo m Tﬂ

Savage River = Primer ~ Bell
Lincoln = Eddyline = Dagger @ W|TH
Merrimack ~ New Wave

Wave Sport Old Town YOUR STUFF

Excellent selection of Accessories
& Outfitting Supplies...custom, or do-it-
yourself. If we don't have it (whichis
unlikely), we'll getit or make it!

Look for us in the Historic
Marysville Train Station overlooking the
Susauehanna River. Call for hours and

diredtions. gl._.___,___h r
CHECK _US_OUT]

whitewater. 1 remember the one-plus days on the river fondly and
don't hesitate to cal it the most fantastically beautiful place that 1
have ever seen. Hands down.

—
W

|
—
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Part 1L
That night we retire to Oaxaca's Zocalo for a good mea. We
Y keep our eyes on some street urchinswith chins grayed in dust
I and blackened in soot. They're working a circuit and pinching
folk with dreams of a better tomorrow.

Aswe're relaxing at our meals, Matt appears with dirt
streaming off his back, scarred and bloody from bushwhacking.
He has spent the past two daysin the Eastern ranges trying to
forge a path to our next intended river. After braving snakes,
hunting lost food, exploring steep, vine-choked places and
repelling a dozen waterfalls on a throw rope, he reports that the

river is not suitable — not enough water, too many deadfalls,
and impossible access.




Suddenly, Tom'’s T-
Canyon folds up over

him and 1 catch a glimps&

of his helmet plunging
forward as the boat’s
stern whips up, pressing
toward the bow in a
tragically beautiful fan of
rainbow dewdrops.

Martians in the Rough

The next day Brooks and Tom scatier by bus, lookimeg for
water on the Eastem sbopes of the Sicmas, Traveling in differeni
directions thoy check for water at our mapped put-ins, and returm
to Oaxaca. Brooks finds water in his rver, and Tom discovers an
enticing run to test oursehaes on another year,

Three days later we're ready to moll again, though the van™s

ailment is still 3 nysteny 1o the mechanic, The mver Brooks finds
is the Rio Cajones, an ideal map-scouted river with an average
gradient of 120 to 150 feet per mile, an acoessible put-im and
an easy takeout, We leave Oaxaca at five in the moming on
thee D0-mile drive to the rver, Free hours Wter we wind
Ihlllul||| towen and crawl down the switchbacks to the mver,
The first signs aren't gqood — another sedimentary

riffhe run with less than 250 cfs, Thinking the river is oo

bowe amid boring, we'te surpriscd by the first significant

rapicl, | pick a line boofing nght toward @ wall with a left-

flushing |.|'*'|||'ir|-5| o, | ship ey i perfecthy, bt find 2

rock ot the base whien | ||I|:-|'||.' wilh 1Ty bt on the

landing. The others boof keft and have no real problems,

P'wo quick drops later we're in the meat of the canyon

negpotiating shots between car-sized boulders
Suddenty Tom's T-Camyon fodds up aver him and |
catch a gl f his helmet plumdging forward as the boat’s

SLETn '.'.||i;:-- Up pressing toward the bow in a T calby
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beautiful fan of rainbow dewdrops. 1 exit my boat in a hurry and grab a
rope while Brooks sets the video down in a split-second. Moments later
a paddle pops to the surface followed by Tom calling out that he's lost
his thigh braces. We are more concerned with his safety. Aswe grab his
gear, he shouts over the roaring of the water, telling us that he's fine.
With Tom's boat repaired, we plunge down another kilometer of
Class 1V whitewater before coming across an old arching stone
Twenty minutes bridge. We begin to wonder if it's the takeout. No one had looked
14 STINRE LR I . at the mapstoo carefully, though now that they're back with Matt
ILET 11N KICKING up in the van we are wishing that we had. We spy ayoung Indian

-+ 1 . : heading up the path and Brooks beats up to the trail and asksin
) {
dust . in cla l_l ds of * hisbest Spanish whether there's another bridge down-river. The
[JI{H}I -and -'_-.mmp man says that there's not, so we get out of our boats and start
. 3 .~ hiking up— straight up.
{IHJ'EH_ with no end Twenty minutes later I'm kicking up dust in clouds of
m sight. poof -and-stomp again with no end in sight. One hour more and

we're heading back toward the water as the trail winds wickedly,
cutting back down and losing more than half our hard-earned
elevation before climbing again. We've been following an
awesome white river 1,000 feet below for three hours before we

- 4 For calakog on complete Ine ol Whiewater & Faiwale beats, cak
s'AvE_ 2‘5“/“_‘ _M:'l 7DAYS 1-800-686-6429 24 HRS (catalog only) or ]

WWW.MOHAWKCANOES.COM 1Iots and lots of info

Why Buy Factory Direct? — Forwxpert advice call: 07 B34 TXXY N B:000m - Spm 407 BRI FAN |
SERVICE Most orders shipped i 1:2 days. S— = BNE  RT —
INFORMATION Talk directly to thepeople whe design and build the canoes. PROBE 14, Mehawk's hat tandam/soly playbost his all of tha bat periommancs beaturis
SELECTION:  Greater selection of colors, mooels and seating options. | of the Probe 12 in a laraer boat. A great boat for those tandem paddlers looking for extrag
SAVINGS: Substantial savings. performance. The Probe 14 can be Pactary oulfilied in o three position, twa peaiton o o
DESIGN:  The very latest in terms of construction and desi gn. toln configreation. An excelend chace lor liger padders of those who prele o lbnpi
~Thousands sold factory direct to satisfied paddlers Bost. As a salo boat, it's 50 quick and sasy to spin you thank you're in & mech shorter
World Leader in Short Whitewater Playboats boat_ _E.'_g.ﬂ.'._l.‘_‘_z beam @QLTTGM /2" ook 6
Designer & Builder of Whitewater Canoes Since 1971 RODEQ...A new sherter playbeat Tor rodees and sieep crevks. Never have enden been 12
10 MODELS * 7LENGTHS < MORE CHOICES sy, Span in the hele - Sorf on the wave - Grab o ssaler sddy,

| PROBES 11,12,121I: Viper-like performance, yet extremely user friendly. | | ML13,, Doy, stable, wserfriendly. A Mohawk classic.  Geod for beginers sed fange
Dry, agile and quick to accelerate. Spins on a dime and” slips into the | | paddiers. It i 11l o fawonite of masy padders, rocker 37

smallest eddys. Vet they easily Nold n Terry angle and track surprisingly Well | |y e o \osers whitewnter bout nd favarite of outfitters, schools sed mnyene during
Due to the extreme flare of the sides, the Probes have an amazm(); amount of | [ FEEEEE play on whitewater rivers, (2 of 3 pasition]. rache 3
final stability. A choice of three lengths fo fit your weight and/or paddling e ] ]

skill. The paddlers who own these boats rave about their performance.| | SHAMAN _A sophistcated ww playboat deniged by Harald Deall  For the complete

These are playboats you may never outgrow, | shory, codl, Tax o 30 o web page.
| i A ” '
; Wood Gunwales Available. rocker 4-1/2" & 5' $646.25 | | WHITEWATER DUTEITTING
PROBE 14:  Qur hot tandemisolo boat. | | Wistewaier playboats e svalable fuly suthried and resdy o paddls. This suifitting
VIPER 11 & 12: Choice of steep creekers &many expert paddlers. inclodes: Mhskawi's Foam saddie, thigh wedges, kmes pads, Thigh retainer, yakima oot
Viper 11: Istplacein 1996 Ocoee Rodeo, Bily Davis - Padder braces, air bags & quick discennect lacing kit, §235 Sole  $360 Tendem $385 3-pos
RODEO 10'6": Took four out of the top 6 places in 1995 world rodeo.
XL SERIES: Dry, stable and very user friendly. o] | T | [T i T I LT SLED Vol iy
| LET+ [ %
MOHAWK'S SADDLE with THIGH RETAINER sCord | mr | W | W | e | e
The Mohawk saddle with our thigh retainer is the most innovative and | | Fessiii | (e | & _ RV | auE | mewmEy | mp | smam
advanced outfitting systems available. We have sold many hundreds of our | [ M#F1x | fie | 9aw CT T N T ..
thigh retainers to padlers of all skilllevels and the vast majority of them say | |- 5T o —— T — S8y - e
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| . B 1 1 wir Ny L1 il L EEEE | (15,7 Erag"i]
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first glimpse our target-town and check ourselves at this

cosmic joke. Another hour-and-a-half and we're one mile

out from the street lights. Our energy disappears with the

sun and we ditch the boatsin a freshly hoed field.

Unencumbered, we tear out for the beaconsin the
distance, snatching paddle-picked green orangesfor their
juice.

As we follow the deep-rutted track upward, we watch
the hovels on either side of the road become white-walled
cement structures decorated with Coke and Fanta signs —

the definitive signs of civilizationin Mexico. Thefirst folks
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who will talk to us are sitting on a wal supping mescal under an
unguarded bulb. They point usto the main road and store, and we're
off into the black again. Aswe march among a noisy throng like Pied
~Pipers, with alaughing herd of brown-eyed children in tow, 1 can't
~ help but think that we're just a handful of Martians lost in the
rough.
We're gtill walking when we come across a man wearing
filthy brown pants who stands in the midst of a small crowd
speaking in tongues. As we approach, he fallsface-first into the
dirt without another part of his body ever touching the ground.
He stands up stiffly and there's blood and dust dl over his face.
; Hestarts hollering in Mixtec and some other language before
Y he plunges over and does another face-plant. Watching this1
' begin to realizethat thisisn't a good situation. Our balance-
impaired friend isn't the only one who's been drinking heavily,
and in the chaotic night Tom is having trouble finding the
right road. The crowd of men beginsto closein on us near
the store. We are escorted down the street to the little shop,
feeling even more acutely out of place in our neoprene and
polypropylene as we step into the light. One old man is cursing
us and the world and 1 hear more harsh English from this
Indian's mouth than T've ever heard. We are being shaken and
poked and backed into the tiny store. One man asks for my green

We are being
shaken and poked

acke Ay
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card and another tells usto get back to the reservation, rattling his
machete.
Theyelling gradually quiets to hoarse drunken rumblings and
much shaking of heads and the first old man with the macheteis
making ussing Viva Mexico. 1 swear that I11 never again find myself
—in aMexican backwater after dark without a car. Time passes and
tempers cool. 1t turmns out the old men think we've beaten up
~ the other guy who was doing al the bleeding. When it dl
. % becomes clear we buy these aged Indian men pastel M&tMs
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. Ma ans in the Rough

and pass them among the crowd, buying friends.
Eventually, we get directions and start hiking down the right road. A
dark-haired teenager rides up on his bike and our conversation is
accompanied by his screeching brakes. Our final destination isfive miles
down thiswinding road where well meet Matt at the red takeout.
Tom's talking stars, Sarah's talking English, and Marc and Brooks are
joking about Machete-Man. Finally we come across some Mexican
youthswho are willing to drive usthe rest of the way for twenty
dollars. We have to put some pressure on Tom to make him agree
to spend his money, but soon we are climbing into the back of a
pickup where, for thefirst time dl day, we can relax.

Part 111:

The next day, reunited with thevan we head back to the
put-in. I've set aside this day to drive and rest, and Matt has
taken my boat. After 1 drop off the crew 1 drive back to the river
and give everyone 1 see a lift. Beforelong the van isfull and
there are Mexicans hanging out of the windows and riding on
the roof. The worst thing that 1 have to contend with isa cow
standing in the middle of the road on ablind switchback. 1
manage to stop a good four feet off asit ambles away,
unconcerned. Julio, the old Mexican who owns the beast

introduces himself and, when he discovers that I'm going to the
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Martians in the Rough

mver wants to mect me there and share lunch, An howr bter, after
I'vie bathed moself in the rver, Julio shows up with his cows and we
sil in the shade of the van sharing gorp and tamales, both of us
i'!:I|'||Zl.'. for the l'fI:IIIIZ||' i ||1|_"|. Vi hilim H ] .'|1-:'h nilh HE r:-|.;l:1_'ri ||._'r|-1

that my fmend Alex had left as worthless in our room in Veraomuz,

After lunch 1 start hiking upstream, but as soon as | reach
the abd bridge pylons a quarter mile up | see the whole gang
come paddling around a curve in the river. | wade out in the
current amd 'F!llr,.l on hack of Brooks” hoat as he [ LH ard
hald on tight thir -Il-:qh SOMe |_|-:|||-:i little r:.||::-i|.|51.._ He ells me
v the river goes arcund a bend and gets
sucked out of sight by a whirlpool fior a hundred feet and
howe Torm gpot his boat stuck in an undercut |
ks said the river was a keeper, solid TV, so we've
added it to our list ir||:-||-5;| with the Todmate, Santa Mara and
Verde, Because of our takeout misadventure the day before
we hadn't had the chance 1o fully explore the rver, which
reminded us of the steeper sections ol the Upper Yough.
Mow we know that there's more river oul there and we have
plams to add another 20 miles to this fun mexd YEar. With the
1._.;|_':|||'||.1~ in '!|||_' ||:_||_| Wi '1|_u.'r|1| all r|i|__||1: -:'Ir:um__] il |:;||' 1|1|_-
camyon, We're delayed by van troubles and mystery roads and
Below, the Author: | finally camp out by a Pemex gas station outside of La Ciudad
Jason Robertson . de Daxaca. We sleep in a construction site and the new day
opens 1o a roar of buses and blue-
white police cars, black leather
boots and Aretha Franklin playing
over the scalfolding.
That aftermoon we split Daxac
topging at the closest thing
Fast food joint in Vall ;
It's really just a converted ga

v @ greal iime dnnking and
throwing confetti-filled eqags at
gaudy revelers. Finally, we crash
om a windy stretch of beach for

fosur hiours of

rmiech-reeched slecp,
This moming ve just said
good bve 1o new and obd friends
1 and now 1'm Mying out of the
g couniry. Staring out the window, mindless and numb, 1
catch a glimpse of Pico steaming and puffing ash high
into the air. Pull.. poof.. pulf.. poof. “Medoo has worked
its magic on me again,” | think to myself as it disappears in
] -:|r|FIi1||_| clowd of ssnoke.
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By Steve Stratman

Crammed in the crack o arock, stuck under alog, sulkily awaiting a blast of
spring flood, or the drain of asummer drought, lies my paddle, its bright yellow
poggiesstill faithfully clutching the shaft. Nearby, strewn along the river bottom,
themselvessimilarly entrapped, lie countless other paddles scattered like bones out-
side acave. There are hundreds of them by now, hunkered down, patiently waiting
for their deliverance.

That's how | picture it anyway.

Somewhere about twelvefeet past thefirst drop of Fin Fallson the lower St.
Louis| learned how quickly | could abandon all my precious worldly possessions —
my smart, red playboat, my cleverly embellished paddle, my “specialized” water
bottle and my handy throw rope, all traded wholesale in a split second for one fleet-
ing chance to save myself. Boat gone. Fine. Paddle gone. Good riddance. Booties
please be gone. Your friction issucking me off this rock wall.

It happened at the end o agreat day, asis thewont o most predicaments. Chris
Ringsven, Alan Faust and | had hooked up with Paul Everson and a couple of
Duluthrans (mysterious residents of Duluth, MN) before wending our way down the
upper St. Louis. It was October 31st, the sky was crystal blue and a big moon
brooded overhead. One thing would have made the day better — if it had been a
Monday and | had called in sick towork. (I never lied before| started paddling.)

We had made fairly short work o the upper section before putting in below the
Thompson dam. As | was getting in my boat | watched Paul calmly boof a 20 foot
drop in alittle canyon just upstream. Funny, | didn't ever remember seeing that
yawning drop before, my subconscious apparently keeping it at bay, safeand soundly
blacked out. It knows | have enough things to worry about, like if my helmet ison
backwards, or if | have forgotten to put anything on under my spray skirt. My prob-
lems are simple, albeit numerous.
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Well, | ran it al after that, from abovethe 210
bridge all the way to swinging bridge. | even got
through a rapid we call Octopus-a tangled and painful
looking crease (which | portaged) that splits off at the
bottom in a couple class IV directions. Just before
swinging bridge | loitered, nervously circling an eddy above
aspiteful little drop. Alan got sucked into it afew weeks be-
fore. It recirculated him seven times, holding him under for
up to 45 seconds between breaths (according to some not-
very-helpful park goers watching from the bridge). Beinga
senditive guy, | didn't want to remind him about that, he
being in the eddy right there beside me, circling nervously.

i
|
=y

fore SUDDENLY REARING ITS FOUL RAZOR-SHARP
TALONS STRIKING UPWARD!

Um, well, you get the point.

Let's get it straight right now, I'm no hair boater. But |
didn't sense any coiled waxy tendrils nearby either. | was
just having fun and | didn't want it to stop. Ha! Thereit s, |
said it! | WAS JUST HAVING FUN AND | DIDNT WANT IT
TO STOP! So, with my comfort zone lying rumpled in a
heap somewhere along the bank upstream | got back in my
boat and dug in to the task at hand.

SEAL BOAT-SUCKING MISHAPSHERE,

F

Earlier in the season | walked everything on this section,
clucking all theway. Well, I'm lying, | didn't walk every-
thing that day. At Octopus | took the far river-left side. By
"far" river left | mean the path along the bank. Here, with
my then unsullied, day-old Pyranha Blade perched bravely
on my shoulder, | gallantly picked my way through a class
IV portage. Rounding the bend into thefinal ravine, | sud-
denly found myself toppling head first down a pile o surly,
bad-intentioned rocks, my proud boat pushing me down-
ward and reducing my poor hig toe to a throbbing, purple
mess. S0, this section of class IV portage | tumbled, not
walked. Never mind that, however. | learned some time ago
to be humble, for it speeds the healing process.

So comes the meat of the story, this being the story and
me being the meat.

Hunkered down on a rock above Fin Fallswe had awide-
angle view o theriver asit tumbled over drops, hidden
pourovers, surging holes, and asurplus o sharp, pointy, ill-
humored, scrapey looking hard things — a'fer piece of
ClassV water.

It wasn't vanity that pushed me on. Vanity has already
pummeled me hard. In fact it pummeled my shoulder right
out of the socket in ahole on the Vermillion ayear and a
haf ago. | learned then and there in the emergency room
that exuberance and potential talent isonly a thin veil for
bad skills. All I got for my troubleswas a fresh outlook on
life, ayear o rehab and a$600 hospital hill. Yes vanity
skulked along the river bottom amongst the debristhat day,
leering at me, mocking me from below. Its coiled waxy ten-
drilsflexingand twitching, its cavernous eyes gleaming, be-

-=D OVERIT JUST FINE,
RRILY FLOATED OUR WAY TO FINN

| inched toward the horizon line and struck out toward
the edge of the drop. It plopped me down in aflush of water
and scooted me away left. | got alittle wider than | ex-
pected, up against afin of rock but | wasstill OK. Next, |
took afunnel o water back down to the main flow. From
there it wasan eight or ninefoot dide into a, pesky sort of

deep... thing...
It was cold in the deep thing.

| wondered why it was so cold in the deep thing. |
thought at first it was because | was so deep in the deep
thing. | also noticed there were no bubblesin this part o
the deep thing and that the deep thing was very quiet. | sud-
denly realized that although | wasvery deep in the deep
thing, | wasvery cold because my boat wasfilling up very
quickly with water. Ruefully, I came to the conclusion that
whenever you pair up avery wimpy garden-variety type o
spray skirt against avery pesky sort of deep thing, the deep
thing will ways prevail. Also, just as dogs luuuuvvwy
trucks, deep things luuuuww low-volume playboats. So,
pride aside, | dug into the next task at hand, this being sur-
vival.

Oddly, as | breached the surface | noticed that | preferred
the quietness o the deep thing to the cacophony of my new
situation. | knew full well | couldn't navigate arapid like
thisinaboat full of water, but | also knew that swimming it
would be unthinkably foul and painful, if not tragic. The
canyon wall loomed up in front of me and | began to wash
past it. | had only a few feet |eft before this pillow of water
swept into the main current. So, | ditched my paddle di-
rectly and pushed out from my boat. The bow, full of water,
endered, forcing me up against thewall. My fingers raked
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along the stone as the current began to sweep me towards
the first gnashing pourover.

"I do not want to swim this," | thought. | felt doomed.
The rock wall slipped past my clawed fingers, while my boat
bobbed, ownerless and forgotten, behind me. My feet caught
the pull o the rapid, delivering me ever closer to that bale-
ful rock, which was mocking and beckoning me with its lu-
rid, twisted grin.

Suddenly, my cold benumbed fingers found a hold. "A

I miracle," | reckoned. Slowing just enough, | clamped an-

other hold with my other hand. " Providence," | increduled

(You make up your own verbs, and I'll make up mine. It's
l my article). However, my new hope began to erode as|

tried to wrest my feet from the current. My body was drag-
ging down in the water and the current sucked hungrily at
my bootiesand spray skirt. Every timel tried to gain some
sort d foothold, it would pry me away from thewall. My
fingers, although now totally numb from the 40 degree wa-
ter, were still plenty useful as hooks on my rock holds, but
my forearmswere cramping and | began totire. | figured it
was only a matter of time before | would have to relent to
the river.

sssaBasssalBaaBBadBRERERBBRERERBERARBENBRERREERERAERERERARRRRAEREEE

ever slack was |eft in the steel plate, and one by one he got
the rivets off and made it homefor dinner.

Wel, | thought, even if | had arivet gun it would be of
no useto me here. | would have chucked it with the
paddle! You think you could have given me a better anec-
dote than that, Dad. But | did become and remain very
calm, my mind cleared, and my attention was drawn to my
right leg. Instead of scraping around for afoothold |
crooked my knee and moved it about two inches upstream.
There, sticking out about two inches iswhat I'll refer to
from here on as THE KNOB OF LIFE. It camewillingly
and offered its full cooperation, destined from birth within
aglacier acouple o million years ago, and weathered
through the ages, to become my soul mate and champion.

| got the hell off of it faster than you could say igneous
metamorphic.

With the knob o life under my knee | scaled thewall
likean ant. Atop a rock | waved to Paul and stuck my fin-
gersfrom both hands in my mouth. As Alan clambered up a
small path, | howled, " Thhuffig phuthip thngggbvp! Flung
thel luffinstuf!" Well, it didn't make any sense to him either

AMAND SAW PAUL ON THE

IMSELF WITH WORRY AND A

SPE TN _HIS

the escarpment but much too far away to save me. Here
was, stuck on the rock likeatree frog, and | figured if
there was to be any saving done, | would haveto do it. I

over me. | remembered acassette my dad gave me

last year when | was having a difficult time rehabbing
my shoulder. It wasatrue story about aguy who

worked as some type d engineer on these giant ocean
freighters as they were docked in port. One day he had man-
aged to rivet himself into asmall crawl space deep in the
bowelsdf aship near the outer hull. He had only space
enough to liethere; it was cold, dark, and worst of all, the
end o the day beforea 4-day weekend. No one knew he was
there and there would be no one to help him until work re-
sumed the next week.

He freaked out and died, of course. No, just kidding. He
collected his thoughts and cleared his mind, opening him-
&f up to whatever divineinspiration or thought might
come hisway. He refused to panic; it wasn't even an option.
Sowly it came to him to work the rivets free by using what-

It wasat thistime that a moment d clarity crept f I

HAND.

| looked upstream and saw Alan, picking hisway across ,{ i but it was exciting. | took my fingers out d my mouth and

right behind them came athick stream o profanity. Al-
though curiously poetic, the only real words of substance
were — fingers, can't feel, cold, hurts, hurts, hurts, and so
on. | stuck my fingers back in my mouth and we set off to
extricate my boat and go home.

Thanks to Paul, Chris, and the two guysfrom Duluth

(Jay and afellanamed Holiday, | forgot hisfirst name
(you know who you are) for saving my boat and to Alan for
sticking with me. If | had swam that rapid | know they
would have done everything they could to get me out. At
least | picked my partnerswell. Paul put it to me eloquently
later: "What the hell were you doing out therein that little
boat? And get a better sprayskirt, ya numbskull!" Well, it
was something like that anyway.

The moral of my little story is. never bring a rivet gun to
agunfight... Get the proper gear and use it wisdy, And if
you do screw up, reach deep down inside and don't lose
your cool. And, oh yeah, swear alot afterward, it makesya
feel better.
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Get A Gripp

Stohlqgquist

Gripp-Loc™ from Stohlquist, is an innovative technology built into a totally new
line of drytops and PFDs engineered to eliminate ride-up of swimvest and pro-
vide a dryer seal between drytop and sprayskirt for continuous and aggressive
paddling. Gripp-Loc™ Drytops and PFDs have technical performance features
for the ultimate in total mobility paddling, comfort and durability.

At quality paddling shops, worldwide.

Stohlquist.com
Free Catalog

(800) 535-3565
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n hisinflatable sit-on-top kayak,
Will Leverette ferries smoothly to
the edge of the hole. He dipsin
gracefully at the corner. As his students
look on, Leverette leans comfortably
downstream, his sinewy arms ready for
alow braceif necessary. His facels
expressionless, his body relaxed, as he
holds a controlled surf. Only the
~sunlight glinting off of Leverette's
sunglasses—giving him seemingly
sparkling eyes—hintsat his lighthearted
demeanor.
Will easesinto the sweet spot at the
corner of the hole. At the seam, the
water sucks his stern down into the
foam. With a reverse sweep on the right
and a forward sweep on the left, he
AL . i pullsoff a 360. His students study his
. [ Vol MR technique, knowing they will be next.
E —— m — - - -~ Ashe attempts another rotation,
i HE i‘;.‘ ._H—'rfi Leverette's craft ﬂ|pS upstream. He
: : surfaces and floatsaway fromthe hole.
ﬁ\_fter a few more spins, his boat follows
im.
Knowing that Will has been diagnosed
with Multiple Sclerosis, his students
charge after his floating form, but before
they can reach him he has righted the
inflatable and hoisted himself back on
top it. He cheerson a few studentsin
their attempts at surfing (a couple
resulting in yard sales. Back inthe
hole, Leverette sizes up the sweet spot
and tries another 360. Thistime he
nailsit. Heallowsa hint ofa grinto
congratul ate himsel f

By Karen Grosskreutz

Continued next page ’



Will Leverette is paddling spawn.
His grandfather, Frank Bell, has a rapid
named for him on the Frénch Broad
River. His mother, Pat Bell, along with
Kay Eaton is credited with the first de-
scent of the Nantahala River in 1945,
Will himzelf 1= also a pioneer, He was
given his first paddle when he was
three years old-and-learned-how to
paddie at Camp High Eocks, a summer
camp then owned by hig aunt, Jane
Williams. As a campeer, Will was a part
of the first group descent of the
Nolichucky River in 1971, “We paddied
1T foot Grummans with gigantic truck
inner-tubes blown up in the middle
and tied in [for Motation],” recalls
Leverette.

“The river was running at 3.2, My
partner and | swamped several limes,
bt we never Mipped.”

It was at High Rocks that Will
chose teaching over competition and
decided to make his living outdoors,
“When [ tald my family. 'I'm going to
make a living paddling,” they kind of
Laughed and said “0h, he'll grow out of
it="" By the time Leverette wasm ool
legie, he was running Camp High
Rocks' paddling program,

Leverelte came to Warren Wilson
College in Asheville, NC, as a student in
1975, He studied history and emdron-
mental management and worked 15
hours each week to clean up the
Swannansa river, which runs through
campue, 1 was working with a fat Ha-
waiian kid. [My boss] gave us a flat-
hattomed Jabhin Boat [an old fishing
boat | and a couple of Mathead shovels
for paddles,” lwghed Will. On their
first run. he and his assistant narrowly
dodged several strainers and eventually

capsized. “After that | demanded aca-
noe,” sakd Leveretle.

After college Will spent seven and a
half vears working at Camp Woodson, a
wilderness therapy program. He over-
hauled the program. gave the ideology
a facelift, and promptly moved West.
After = season as a ski instructor, Will
went bo sall Leke City tofind the best
ralt guiding company. "'l didn't want
to o throwgh their training. 1'd been
doing this my whole life," said
Leverette. “|The owner d Holiday
Hiver Expeditions| gave meachallenge
he thought impaossible. If | could get a
Utah Guide Level 1 License, | could
miss stall training,” said Wll. "'l don't
ko if there was 2 1ew worker there
or if he just looked at my experience..
but while they were dl training, | wes
climbing in Yosemite," Leverettesad
with a grin,

During this time Will worked asa
safety inspector for "Norld Wide Outfit-
ters and Guides IWWOG). "It wasthe
gréeatest job I've eve: had,” said
Leverette, WO paid him to travel
bl omwer L Wesl ane] check out outfit-
ters by participating in expeditions.

Then, fust when “Nill's life seemed
Lo be whiere he wanted it, thefingertips
or his left hand bepm to tingle. First,
hie would notice it when he had physi-
cally taxed his body. Lessthan ayear
[ater im 1991, after « hard run on the
beach, Wil became blind in one eye.
He went to a neurologist in Salt Lake
City, and at 34, Leve rette wes diag-
nosed with Multiple Sclerosis.

Multiple Sclerosis (MS)isan au-
toammiune disorder that dowly short-
wires communication along the spine.
The body attacks 1«df, destroying the
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myelin sheath around the spinal cord
and nerves. Plaques aso form on the
brain and the resulting scar tissue
blocks signals between the brain and
body. The two different kinds of MS
are progressive and relapsing-remit-
ting. Leverette hasthe latter, which
developsmore dowly.

At first, MSdidn't affect Leverette
much. But when hewould overtax his
body, his symptoms would return.
"Every time it happened, one o my
parents came out West to care for me.
It was hard on them. | was being self-
ish," said Will. When Multiple Sclero-
sisstole his balance, Leverette saw no
point in staying out West. "Besides, |
was missing home," said Leverette. He
made arrangements to return to North
Carolina. Once home, he planned to
kill himself.

Will rationalized that dying in
North Carolinawould be easier on his
parents, and on himself. Heshared his
sentiments with alongtime friend, Pat
Patton, whom he describes as"kind of
awitch doctor, chiropractor.” Patton’s
response to Leverette convinced him to
"try afew tricks before heended it dl.”
Soin thesummer of 1992, Leverette
began aradical three week diet,
wherein he eliminated everything that
feeds mold, fungus, and bacteria—in-
cluding sugar, sweets, vinegar, and
dairy. With arefined diet and alot of
vitamin supplements, Will was able to
live almost symptom-free.

Severd years after moving back to
North Carolina, Leverette's soul was
still "yearning and aching for timein
thewoods." To get outdoorsagain, he
began paddling an inflatable ducky that
afriend had given him. Compared

with the canoes and kayaks Will used
to paddie, the ducky provided more
stability and a cleaner getaway should
heflip. "Lifewasn't great, but | could
paddle again,” said Leverette. Thinking
back on his earlier plan, Will said,
"[Suicide] just wasn't me. It wasn't
something | could sink my teeth into.

| felt like | had something moreto
give"

Today Leverette isgiving some-
thing more at Warren Wilson College.
Warren Wilson's paddling program has
undergone dramatic change since
Leverette's arrival in 1996. The team
haswon dl fived the intercollegiate
races entered since then. Warren Wil-
son was a'so chronicled asone d the
nation's "Top Paddling Colleges'in the
September/October issue of Paddler
Magazine. Perhaps Leverette's contri-
bution to the team can best be ex-
plained by the Lao-Tzu quote, "A leader
is best when people barely know that
he exists... When hiswork is done, his
aim fulfilled, they will al say, 'We did
this ourselves.™

Thefirst thing Leverette did was re-
structure the program. "I realized that
| couldn't do it by myself. | wanted to
duplicate mysdf and delegate more of
the responsibility,” said Will. So he or-
ganized a network of student coaches.
Studentswho coach beginnersin ca-
noeing and kayaking, in turn have an
opportunity to receive coaching by
Olympic paddlers at the Nantahala
Outdoor Center, thanks to Leverette.
He a so helped arrange academic credit
for student coaching. He encourages
students to develop their teaching
skillsand has helped organize an an-
nual Outdoor Leadership Work Fair so
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that hiz students can make a living
paddling, as he has. Also, Leverelte
regularly takes weekend trips with the
students. The fact that the students
are learming and improving pleases
Will almost as much as the students
themselves. “It's not altruistic,” said
Leverette.

Bince his initial change in diet,
Leveretie has tried several treatments
for Multiple Sclerosis, both traditional
and alternative. Though no longer on
a restrictive diet, he continues to take
vitamin supplements, For almost four
years, Leveretle has also been taking
bovine miyelin, an old Chinese remedy.
During this time he hasn't had any €x-
acerbations,

Less frequently, Leverette uses bee
stings placed on acupunciure points
along his spine for extra energy (yes,
the man is 3 beekeeper, toa). “1 trap
thie bees in a glass jar using honey for
huit. 1 have o spray boltle filled with
waker thal | use to spray their wings.
Oince their wings are wel, they can't
fly. Then I'll ask one of my roommates
ko put them on my back with bwee-
pers,” explained Levereite. He uses
this techmigue when his energy is low
or when he knows that he'll need a lot
of emergy for an activity, such as pad-
dling the North Fork of the French
Broad or Section IV of the Chattooga
River.

Leverelte paddles a high-perfor-
mance inflatable kayak now. 1t's
smaller and more versatile tham a
ducky, but still more stable and easier
foexil than a kayvak. Sometimes for
difficult terrain, he carries two adjust-
ahle trekking poles to help him nan-
fate. Bul Leverette rarely meeds assis-
tamce on Lhe water, He has encoun-
tered some prejudice because of his
inflatable boat. “People see a ducky,
so they see a tourist. But they're
slarting to notice,” said Leverefle. He
is & very agigressive paddier and plays
in most of the same spols as decked
kavaks. Leveretie said, 1 figure if ]
don’t Rip, I'm ool learning.”

O Multiple Sclerosis, Leveretle
said =[1t] has been the best thing that
has ever happened to me and the
worst, | desply miss having the ability
b e freely through the moun-
tains.” Yet Will has taken his paddling
b higher and decper levels. “After 35
vears of paddling, ' still learming. It
has meant a lot to me emotionally b
be able to dance in the ouldoors again.
I fieel like I'm wealthy beyond meea-
sure. 1 enjoy life, 1 savor bife.”

Today, Will Leverelte rums Bhe Exst coas?
branch office af the World Wide Ourfifer
and Gokde Associriian, yel hoiher suceess-
ful creation of fis own. o adiifion, he does
rigk managemanl consoiiiag ar te Lhaner-
sify of Narth Garoiina of Ashawille ang &
Warran Welson
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Attention Boaters!

The Fifth Annual Cheat Downriver Race,
known as the “Cheat River Massacre-ence”,
kicks off the weekend on Friday evening,
April 30th, with a mass start. Registration is
%20 and is from 1pm to 4pm on Frniday at the
Festival Site. The mass start begins at 5:00pm
sharp. Expert paddlers will compete head to
head through 12 miles of the wildest rapids
on the rugged cheat canyon! For more
information call FOC at (304) 329-3621 or e-
mail to : foc@cheat.org.

Reference the musical talent at the festi-
val: "A wide range of both local and regional
talent....folk, bluegrass, celtic, country,

acoustic rock, and rock-n-roll music from
the best entertainers around!”
Gates at the Fest open at 1:00 Great Music

from 2:00 utnil Midnight (at least 5 different

L])ﬁ? 1!\'*1'-? f-II-"ilgtg bands) Sikent Auction, Whitewater Bazaar,
- - Good Food
C:? l?ﬁ'ﬂ 6 (ﬂ anrye :'?_.” 26 And all for the best of causes; a clean and

Friday, April 3008 healthy Cheat watershed.

; Alhrlght West Virginia

? . The Festival is held at the scenic

© confluence of Muddy Creek and the Cheat
River, where an indian village once thrived.
~ A wide arc of booths surrounds the once
i " quiet figld like a wagon ning; in one cormer

5;4 the children’s area is full of games, the

. focus tent teaches of the glories and perils
of the watershed, the vendors peddie their
wares and take in the river air. Al the sifent
auction, deals abound. ‘Round the stage
are crowds of revelers, swaying to
infectious rhythms. There is no better way
to spend the day than at the 1999 Cheat
- ; - River Festival. And in the morning, the
R 'H: | river awails.
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Upsdedown
and alone

A few self-rescue tips for rafters

Story and lllustrations W. Scott Morris

Ratft flips tend to be messy affairs

— swimmers and gear all over the
place and a big, upside down boat
careening downstream with all the
grace of a dead hippopotamus.




Often, the raft has to be chased
down by several other boaters and
herded into an eddy beforeit is
righted. But it is possiblefor a pre-
pared boater to sdlf rescue a raft and
flipit alone, even aloaded oar rig.

Being able to self rescue providesa
major advantage over assisted rescues
and isvaluable not only for solo boat-
ers, but aso for sweep boaters, whose
companions may not even noticeaflip,
and in difficult whitewater where ev-
eryone elseistrying to cope with their
own problems.

My own interest in this issue comes
from a habit of doing solo raft trips, of-
ten on isolated, wilderness rivers
where sdf rescueisthe only option. |
have flipped three times, twice on solo
trips, and these experience: taught me
several things1'd liketo share.

Before detailing these events, which
might make my boating career look
likeaseriesd major mishaps, let me
note that | am experienced at this
game. Since 1982, I've done about 35
major solo tripson western rivers.
These trips average about aweek in
length, and when possible, | pick a
river I've never seen before. Conse-
quently, my first trips down the Grand
Canyon, Cataract Canyon, Main and
Middle Salmon, Rogue, Snake, Upper
and Middle Owyhee, Jarbidge/Bruneau

and Selway have been solo.

Boating alone on difficult, unfamil-
iar whitewater usually inspires caution.
There is no one to impress and no one
to help out if things gowrong. You
faceyour challengeswith little more
than wide eyesand an uncertain fu-
ture. So, | am cautious and prepare
carefully for my solo trips.

For many years | ran my solo rafting
adventureswithout flipsor major
problems; but | like challengesand |
knew that it would only be a matter of
time before | ran into trouble on one of
my adventures. In the end, though, it
took about 15 years of pushing my lim-
its before | felt that | had the skills, ex-
perience and self-assurance | need to
get out of serioustrouble.

WIDOWMAKER,
OWYHEE R VER
OREGON

On April 1, 1996 | traded in my
12.5-foot tub-floor raft for a new, 13-
foot self-bailer. Four days later | was
on my way north for an 85-milesolo
trip on the Upper and Middle Owyhee,
aremote and spectacular canyon that
cradlesseveral big Class IV rapids and
one ClassV named Widowmaker. The

flow rate was over 5,000 cfs on the
Rome gauge.

In preparing for thistrip, | consid-
ered gluing flat, webbing handles to
the bottom of my new boat to help me
get ontop of it if it flipped. | had
equipped my old raft with these safety
devicesbut had never had to use them.
Other rafters told me, however, that it
was relatively easy to pull yourself onto
aself-bailer by gettinga grip on the
webbing that lacesthe floorsto the
tubes. So, | decided to take my
chances.

But | didn't take chances with my
rescue gear. Early in my boating ca-
reer, | kept a bag o rope and miscella-
neous hardware stashed in my boat for
emergency use. Then | heard the story
o an Arizonaboater who flipped his
raft on asolo trip in the Lower Grand
Canyon in November 1991. His rescue
gear wasapparently inside his upside
down boat and he lost the whole rig
before he was able to retrieve it. After
five days dof surviving on grasshoppers,
he was plucked from the canyon by he-
licopter. It wasn't until | heard this
story that | really thought about the
detailsof trying to retrieve my rescue
gear from under aflipped raft. Even
once you got the boat to shore, which
could be an adventurein itself, getting
at the rescue gear could be difficult in
cold, muddy water, and impossiblein
shallow water or fast current. Ditto in
awrap situation. While it is sometimes
possible to remove a frame and gear
from aflipped or pinned raft, thisis of-
ten harder than it sounds.

So, after considerable thought, | de-
cided that outboard bags of rescue
gear, one on each side of the boat,
would be agood fix. | put together two
complete Z drag kits in sturdy dry
bags, and strapped them to D rings on
either side of the boat. These came
with on the Owyhee.

Ah, the Owyhee. . . exhilarating runs
on big Class IV rapids during the first
four days gave me just the overconfi-
dence | needed to attempt
Widowmaker, which climaxesin a
huge, horrible, keeper hole. To make a
long story short, | wasalittle off line
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as| ran though the drop and got sucked back into the
hole and flipped under the eight-foot pourover. After
clawing my way up an oar to the boat, | got stuck un-
der the raft for five or six minutes asthefalling river
did its best to beat me to death and drown me at the
same time. | was not recirculating in the hole, but, |
was stuck under the boat, directly under the fallsthat
seemed like it was pouring 20 tons of water per sec-
ond over mewithout pause. The noise and vibrations
were truly catastrophic, a ceaseless smashing violence
that wasway beyond anything I'd ever imagined.

Finally, the boat popped out o the hole. | was
badly dazed and not quite sure whether or not | was
dead or dive, but | did have enough presence of mind
to swim out from under the raft and attempt to climb
onto the top o the boat. This proved to be difficult as
the webbing that secured the floor was laced too
tightly to offer agood grip and there was nothing fur-
ther up to grab. Also, the boat started crashing into
rocks. One o the oars snapped off, and while | was
careful to stay on the upstream side of the boat, the
current tried to suck me back under when | hit a rock
that stopped the raft. | have never seen this particular
hazard mentioned in the literature, but in fast water it
would be easy to get dragged under a broached boat
and pinned against whatever had stopped the raft.

In this case, the boat dlid off the boulder before |
got totally sucked under. And, | was eventualy ableto
get on top o the boat by putting my foot on the re-
maining oarlock and using it asa step.

Although getting up onto the flipped raft was a
great relief, | wasfar from being safe. Each time | col-
lided with arock, the impact tried to throw me off the
dippery boat. Between collisions | was able to get one
d the spare oars from the side of the boat and attempt
paddling to shore. Thisaso proved difficult. Upside-
down boats, with oars, seats and gear hanging down
into the current, go pretty much where the river
wants to take them. Also, trying to paddlewith a nine-
foot oar while kneeling on the dlick floor is awkward
and inefficient.

After several attempts| finally made it into acam
eddy against a broken cliff. | collapsed with exhaus-
tion and the euphoria d just being aive. Still, | had to
right the boat.

In this particular spot, | probably could have recov-
ered my rescue gear from inside my boat by diving
underneath. But with thewater muddy and cold |
was grateful for the accessible rescue bags that spared
me from this chore. By using a chock stone in a crack
about 10 feet over the river, | wasable to anchor az
drag and right the boat. But on week long trips like
this one, my boat and supplies weighed about 450
pounds. It took a 6:1 ratio arrangement using three
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pulleysand alot of work to finally get
the raft right side up.
That flip, although it almost cost
me my life, reassured me that self-res-
cuein araft isindeed possiblewith the 7

right preparations. | did resolve, how- * 4
ever, to outfit my raft with two web- |'|

bing straps tied around the inflated
floor — oneforward and one aft, and
with a few knots tied in to providefor a
grip.

Other rafterswho have used these
floor wraps often voice concern that
they may get caught on arock or tree
limb and hang the boat up in adifficult
spot. To addressthisissue, | wrap the
webbing tightly all the way around the
self-bailing floor and knot it to itself on
the outside so that | can cut the web-
bing from inside, if necessary. In three
seasons o using thissystem, however,
| have never had to do this. It should
be noted that tub floor rafts will be dis-
torted by webbing run tightly under
thefloor from D rings. For these rafts
it is best to glue flat webbing handles
tothefloor in strategic locations. I've
used these handles on old boats for 10
years and they have never given me
any trouble.

TUNNEL FALLS,
COLORADO
RIVER,
COLORADO

My second hig flipwasin a nasty
drop called Tunnel Fallsin Gore Can-
yon o the Upper Colorado just afew
months after my Owyhee trip. Some
kayaker friends had invited me to join
them with my oar rig, probably sus-
pecting they would finally see me get a
good thrashing. Fortunately, thereisa
big pool below thisfalls, so the carnage
wasn't quite what they'd been hoping
for. Also, my floor wraps worked beau-
tifully — | was up on the boat in sec-
onds.

For some reason, | dwaysthought |

could right my "empty" boat mysdf us-
ing the standard 12-foot flip lines that
stay in little stuff sacks on either side
o the boat. Once on top of an over-
turned raft, you simply pull out one of
the linesand, while standing on the
opposite tube, lean back asyou pull on
the lineand flip the boat on top o you.
Now, one person can usually flip an
empty paddle raft in this manner, but
as | discovered below thefalls, righting
an overturned oar rig, with frame,
oars, spare oars, med kit, repair kit,
etc., is much more difficult. | had to
get help from afriend. This empha-
sized the need for rescue bagswith Z
drag equipment on all solo tripswith
an oar rig, even without the weight o
overnight gear.

HOLY SMOKES,
SELWAY RIVER,
IDAHO

My third and hopefully last flip hap-
pened during a solo trip on Idaho's
Selway River. It was May 30, 1997, and
hot, rainy weather was bringing down

an immense volume of fresh snowmelt.

The gauge at Paradise was pushing 7
feet and rising fast.

Thefirst long set of rapids, only a
few miles below the put-in are gener-

aly easy Class1I or 111, so peopletdll
me. But at very high water the steep
gradient turnsit into abig, fast, Class
IV. Toward theend o this stretch, ina
rapid named Holy Smokes, | wasin the
wrong placeat thewrong timeand a
surging wave caught me sidewaysand
flipped me.

| surfaced on the downstream side
o the boat and saw that | was headed
for theright shoreline. | had just afew
seconds to react before | slammed into
the rocks. The boat, no doubt, would
run me over, perhaps catching my chin
on theframe and yanking my head
clear off, helmet and al.

Thiswould have been agood timeto
reflect on the advice and warnings o
Linda King and the Selway rangers.
They told me not to go — theriver was
much too high. They reminded me
that I didn't know the river and im-
plied that going solo under these con-
ditions was really dumb. What would |
doif | flipped?

O course, | ignored them.

If anything, the warningsonly
upped the lure of this beautiful wilder-
ness river. Also, | had just scored back-
to-back permits on the Snake, Sdway
and Middle Fork o the Salmon. My
mind wasin thefast lane and | was
ready to rock and roll. | didn't even be-
gin to realize how much trouble |
might get into until, on the way to the
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fared that season and the rangerstold
me there had been no other trips. In
the 14 days since the permit season
had begun, every trip had cancelled.
Every one. And the water was rising.

But | didn't havetime to reflect. |
was up to my neck in about 7,000 cfsof
ice water, being swept along very
quickly, straight toward the rocks.
There was one small standing wave be-
tween me and the shallows, and as |
passed through it, | used its lift and the
floor wrap to help pull mysdlf up onto
the boat. A second later, the boat
smashed into the rocks, snapping off
one o my oars, and bounced back into
the current out of control. Asthe boat
picked up momentum and crashed into
more rocks, | tried to formulate a plan.

Clearly, the strategy | used on the
Owyhee, grabbing a spare oar and pad-
dling to shore, wasn't going to work
here. The speed and power o the river
wastruly scary, and, | hadn't seen an
eddy yet. Sofor atime, | just hung on
to the floor wraps, spread eagle and
face down, and continued to lurch
through holesand spin off rocks. Fi-
nally, | decided that the only way to
save mysdlf was to jump the next time
| hit shore. With arope, | might save
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put-in, | asked how other trips had the boat, too.

After abit, | managed to pull out
the 12-foot flip lines and decided that
the next time | hit shore I'd jump for
it, holding theflip line on whatever
side of the boat was closest to shore.
The lineswere too short to be much
good in thissituation and | knew I'd
probably lose the boat. But I didn't
care. Boat or no boat, the vision of
clinging to this raft like Ahab on the
back o thewhitewhaewastotaly ter-
rifying. | wanted out.

The current pushed meagain to the
right bank, and | got up and jumped as
the boat hit shore. | landed on my feet
and immediately wrapped the short
flip line around a rock. But the mo-
mentum o the boat and the force of
the river behind it flipped the rock into
the hissing current. This dowed the
boat for a bit, but it picked up speed
quickly. | chased the raft across the
rocks to a Ponderosatree growing out
of thewater. About this time | noticed
aloop o stern linewashed against the
shore, grabbed it, and lashed it around
the tree just as the boat wasabout to
carry me back into the river.

| finally got the boat secured, then
sat down on the bank and started vom-
iting.

Righting the raft wasn't easy, but

| witha6:1 Z drag and an oar blade

planted in the rocks to provide angle, |

finally flipped the boat.

As expected, | had severd repairsto
make, but, after two hours or so | was
back on the water — spooked, and
looking for a good campsite from
which to watch the water go down.

| finally found a good camp next to

‘- the Shearer airstrip at Mile 13and
| ' waited. But the river just kept rising.

Two days later, Mike Dorisfrom McCall
Air Taxi landed at the strip to drop off a
ranch hand and, knowing | would miss
my Middle Fork permit if | waited any
longer, | flew out in his Cessna.

The two day wait by the river gave
me time to think about this mishap
and what | might doin the future to
better cope with flipsin fast, continu-
ous whitewater. The answer was a
longer line. If 1'd had a longer line
when | jumped for shore, | would have
had enough time towrap it around a
good anchor. Although athrow linein
astuff sack could be clipped to the out-
side o atube for this purpose, it would
seem best to alwayscarry asmall
throw line on your lifevest, so that it
would aways be available.
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On solo trips now | carry a packet of survival
gear in a pocket sewn onto the back o my life
jacket. Included in this pocket isa 40-foot throw
line of 318-inch spectra that can be removed
quickly with one hand. Thereisa carabiner at-
tached to the free end so that | can clip onto the
floor webbing or floor wrap and jump with the
bag in hand. Thisway | would take only as much
line with me as necessary.

| think this jump with the line strategy is prob-
ably the best hope for sdf rescuing aflipped raft in
fast, pushy rivers, where riding the boat to shore is
clearly safer than swimming. But it is dangerous
— you may have to jump into some nasty stuff as
the boat slamsinto shore or astrainer. Also, be
sure not to let the rope tangle around your body,
asyou might be dragged into the river. When pos-
sible, you should ride the raft to safety, or, forget
the boat and save yourself.

Looking back on my two self-rescues, | have to
admit that | wasin deep trouble both times. On
the Owyhee | survived only because my boat fi-
nally gjected from the hole, which was pure
chance.

On the other hand, | am afirm believerin real-
ity, and the reality o both situationswasthat | did
self-rescue successfully despite very difficult cir-
cumstances. Looking back, | find that encourag-

ing.

Eight tips
for self rescue

1

Install floor wrapsd rope or webbing on the self-bail-
ing floor o your raft. Tie knots that you can grip into
thewebbing in order to help pull yourself onto the top
of your overturned boat. Secure the wrapsin such a
way that they can be cut from theinside if they ever get
caught on a rock or log. On tub stylefloors, glueflat
webbing onto the floor for use as handles.

If you flip, stay with the boat and immediately climb on
top. U your judgement here. There may be times
when it makessense to swim for shore and try and re-
cover the boat downstream. Factorsto consider here
include how difficultit might be to catch your boat,
how bad downstream hazards look and whether there is
atral or other way out d the canyon.

If you areforced to swimwith araft in fast water, stay
to one side, not downstream or upstream. Get on top as
soon as possible.

Oncein flat water and on top o the raft, grab aspare
oar from theside d the raft and paddle to shore. In
some cases, swimming to shore with a line might work
aswell.

Keep a throw line on your life jacket with a carabiner
on thefree end. This can be clipped to the boat and you
can jump to shore with the bag, if necessary.

Keep two full sets of 7Z drag equipment in bags strapped
to the outside o the raft tubes

Carry agood repair kit and plenty of spare parts, espe-
cialy oarsand oarlocks, which tend to get ripped off &f-
ter flips.

Carry basicsurvival gear on your life jacket, especialy
when boating alone. Include fire making materials, a
space blanket, alight tube tent, asignal mirror,
whistle, baggiesand water treatment tablets. Also, have
someidead the route you might take to hike out.

American Whitewater v March / April 1999



" Whitewater SAf Defense

MakingtheVideo

An interview with Kent Fard and Charlie Walbridge

Kent Ford is an internation-
ally known whitewater author
and video producer. His back-
ground includes twenty years of
international whitewater racing

and coaching, combined with ex-

tensive experience as a canoe
and kayak instructor. His videos
and books on paddlesports have
influenced over half a million
river runners.

Charlie Walbridge has been
studying, writing, and teaching
about river safety for over
twenty-five years. He literally
"wrote the book" on river safety
as author of countless accident
reports and the "Whitewater
Rescue Manual.” As an equip-
ment designer and one of the
originators of the ACA’s River
Rescue training course, he has a
lot of practical safety knowledge
to share.

AW caught up with them to
talk about thar new video
rdease, Whitewater Sdf Defense.

AW: How did this video come about?

Charlie: I've wanted to make a safety video emphasizing
rescue skills for along time, but | know my limitations.
Covering the subject well is not good enough; it needs to be
done in afast-paced and entertainingway. That takes spe-
cia skills. I've known Kent Ford since my racing days and
have gotten many tips and insights from his canoe and
kayak training videos. | suggested the idea o safety videoa
few years ago, and when he lined up the support we needed |
helped him develop the script.
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Kent: Thetimingwas right for Performance Video,
which specializes in whitewater instruction, to move into
the safety area. Paddlers nowadays |earn very quickly and
I've been concerned that their training in whitewater rescue
lags behind their boat handling skills. Many kayakers ad-
vance to difficult, unforgiving rapids before they ever per-

sondly encounter ariver emergency. At thesametime, re- Kent Ford and

cent accidents have made whitewater boaters aware o just JohnDavis

how important safety and rescue skills are. discussing the
next shot.

AW: So what does the video cover?

Kent: Our emphasis is "everyday" river safety and rescue
skills that every whitewater paddler should know. It begins
with a standard kayaker's "safety talk” and moves quickly to
arange d simple, yet effective, river rescue skills. It spansa
daunting range of topics including hazard recognition, self-
rescue by swimming and wading, how to use throw ropes
and rescue life vests, techniquesfor recovering pinned boats
without complex haul systems, and a real-world look at
strategiesfor entrapment rescue.

Charlie: Thisvideo has the best coverage on self rescue
that I've seen anywhere, and the section on how to use res- _
cue lifevestsisrealy thorough. Kent consulted with doz- Pinswere
ens of people throughout the country to make surethat the  reenacted fiir
presentations were as clear and accurate as they could be. teaching
It's packed with useful information. pUF POSES.

AW: How can a video help paddiers?

Charlie: Every paddler who runswhite water should
know basic safety and rescue skills, none o which are hard
to learn. Some peoplewon't take a class or read a book, but
they will watch avideo. While there's no substitute for
hands-on training, you'll get alot out of seeing the best
waysto deal with common river mishaps. If youwatch it a
few times, you're sure to retain most o it.

Kent: Charlie wanted avideowith very little fluff and lots
o hard skills. | think we accomplished that. (Laughs) We
put so much information in this video that most peoplewill
havetowatch it several timesto get it al. Beginners will
find thefirst fev minutes to be agood introduction to river
safety while experienced paddlers can useit to review the
things they need to know. We broke the video into clearly o
defined sections that stand alone, so they can be easily inte- - ™ et
grated into kayak instructional programs. > _!fd coaches one of

e "“_ wih 4 the volunteering

AW: What was the hardest part of this project? assistants, while

JohnDavis
Kent: Our greatest challenge was to understand the audi- checks audio
ence so we could speak to them effectively. It would have quality.

been easy to do a beginner's safety tape, but we wanted to
address the needs of intermediate and advanced paddiers as
well. We a so wanted to avoid using a heavy handed message
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or a condescending tone, either o which could bore or adien-
ateour audience. We opted instead for a softer approach
that's geared to the way most people paddie.

Fine tuning

the camera AW: What do you mean by "a soft approach”?

Kent: For example, some peopl e expect a safety video to be
pretty rigid about the gear people use. | felt more people
. would hear our message if we were lessdogmatic. For ex-
ample, the paddlersyou see in the video don't alwayswear
rescue life vests and full coverage helmets, or paddie high-
volume creek boats. A few o them aren't wearing shoes. We

Ropethrows are ~ leavelotsdf room for personal responsibility and informed
always right on choicein thisand other areas. Some peoplewon't likeit. I'll
target in the be interested to see the discussion it provokes.

movies

Q. What about the people who say that
"testosterone poisoning” among younger
paddlersis responsible for the increasein
accidents?

Charlie: The kind of mistakes that cause problemsfor pad-
diersaren’t limited to any age group. River paddlers haveto
stay aert al the time. In my opinion, the main reason for
the increased accidentsis that more paddiersare running riv-
ersthan ever before. Moresignificant, the number of boaters
attempting ClassV rapids has skyrocketed in the last five
. years. While the outer limits d paddling are becoming more
| dangerous, because of improved equipment and training,
ClassIII-1V is probably safer than ever for the average pad-
dler. We hope thisvideo will help.

Kent: Frankly, the accidents don't just point to the young-
sters. I've lost way too many friends, "old school” peers o
mine, to draw that sort of conclusion. Besides, | wasthere
once. Butwhen | was 19 people had much more conservative
ideasabout where the limitswere. I'm sure that the wild cut-
ting edge of paddling, which | defineas ClassV or VI, will a-
ways appedl to some people. And the medialovesthat. But |
want to spread the message that ClassIII-IV boating is redly
awesomefun and far less risky.

AW: How did you get the swimming shots?

Kent: John Davis, my business partner, doesthe camera
work. He's a paddler and has a good eye for capturing the
nuances d the sport. And he has enough insurance to be
willingtosit in araft with an unprotected $60,000 camera.
(Laugh) And awillingness to spend way too much time de-
signing graphics on the computer. To alow thoseon or in
the river to speak on camera, we waterproofed a $1,000 wire-
less microphone using ziplock bagsand condoms. We lost a
couple d mikes anyway, but we got what we wanted on tape.

American Whitewater v March / April 1999
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AW: How about the scarier scenarios. Some of
them look quite real.

Kent: The credit for this goesto the many strong boaters
who volunteered to assist us. Jeff Snyder, Rob Dobson, and
Mike Mather alowed usto set up some redlly nasty looking
scenarios on the Gauley without taking unnecessary risks.
Corey Nielsen and Shane Benedict from Perception pitched
in on the Arkansasto give us the fed o awell honed group.
They also did some swimsand rescues that were quite im-
pressive. Folks like Bob Hathcock and Gordon Black at
NOC spent lots of time at swimming Nantahala Fallsand
deliberately screwing up with rescue vests. They got pretty
beat up, but it wasworth it.

Charlie: Some df these setups made me nervous at first.
Often I'd be the person on shore calling a halt to the filming
so | could check our safety backup. But from our
debriefings, I'd say only one or two scenes stretched our
comfort levels. There are probably about ten more scenes
that look scary, but that's more the result o clever camera
anglesand good acting. If you look carefully you can see
hints o thisin the video.

Throwing a boat
into a pinning
situation.

Kent: Wewanted our instruction to look real, without
frightening anyone away from the sport. But if it frightens
peoplefrom running water that's beyond their ability, that
would befinewith me.

AW: What was it like to work with each other?

Kent: Although I've had agood bit of river rescuetrain-
ing, | learned some thingsfrom Charlie. But the challenge
wasn't so much the content asit was figuring out how to
communicate it well. We had some lively discussions about
how much depth we could go into and how best to show the
skillson tape. That's harder than it looks!

Charlie: Kent was great to work with, but it wasn't just
thetwo o us. Ellen DeCuir brought a tremendous amount
d experiencewith her, and she hasa great on-camera pres-
ence. John Davis, the cameraman, is careful and patient -
even after along day of filming. We often had intense four-
way discussions about how to get ascene"just right”. | had
lots of fun working with everyone.

AW: How did you get all the support for this
project?

Charlie: Mogt of the peopleyoul seein thevideoare or-
dinary paddiers. We approached peopleon the river and
asked them to help. Usudly | would teach them the skills
they needed to know, then the cameraswould roll. Some-
times they aready knew what to do. Several people unself-
ishly gave us several days o volunteer time.

American Whitewater v March /April 1999
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Several frightening scenarios
were staged. Thisone required
Kent Ford to get stuffed under a
tree. The boat waas sawed in
half to allow realism.
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Kent: Safety isoneissue that gets
everyone, even competing companies,
working together. We had strong back-
ing from both the American Canoe As
sociation and American Whitewater.
Companies like Perception, Dagger,
Werner Paddles, REI, Prijon, the
Nantahala Outdoor Center, Paddler,
Voyageur, and Adventure Medicd Kits
all offered real financial help. Without
their assistance the video could not
have been filmed. We also got lots o
assistance and cooperation from outfit-
ting shops, rafting companies, and
managing agencies. They all want to
make the river asafer place.

Whitewater Hf Defense costs
$29.95. It's available from
American Whitewater, your
local paddiing store, and
leading catalog houses. For
more information call
Performance Videos at 888-
259-5805.

We take care of all the
logistics that would take |
away from your time on the river!

PO. Sox 2486, Bryson City, North Carolina22713
Phone/Fax 8281488-6199
e-mail: endlessriveradventures@compuserve. com
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Kayak Accidext Toll

By Charlie Walbridge

Although falling water levels
normally force paddlersto cut
back their activitiesin the
second half of the year, during
thelast six months of 1998 the
whitewater death toll continued
to rise. Snce July6th, nine
kayak, three canoe, and five
rafting fatalities have been
reported to the American
Whitewater safety committee.
Most of these reports were
taken off the Internet at
rec.boats.paddle, and | thank
all of our correspondents,
especially Kevin Sulewski, for
taking the time to surf the net
and forward this material.
Several of these narratives are
sketchy, and | invite anyone
with moreinformation to
contact me or Safety Chair Lee
Belknap directly.

Kayaking Accidents

The nine kayak accidents described here
giveusatotal o 25for the year, the most ever
reported to AW. Although notall riveraccidents
are reported to us, the records for whitewater
kayaking fatalities are pretty complete. Five d
the U.S. fatalitiesinvolveskilled boatersrunning
class Vrapids, reflecting increased activityatthe
upper limitsof our sport. Six occurred outside
North America; two on expeditions. As with
most accidentsin ClassVwater, thedifficulty d
thewaterwas itself isthecause, andsmall lapses
in boat control can result in tragedy. Anyone
attempting rapids of this magnitude must take
thisinto account

OnJuly 6th John Foss, 45,wasonthefourth
day of an exploratory trip down Peru's
Hullabamba River. The river, flowing at 6,000
cfsin avery remote canyon, contains a mix of
class IV, V, and VI rapids. Foss, a veteran

| expedition paddler and a long-time supporter

of American Whitewater, scouted ashort, steep
drop. Hetoldthegroupthat the rapidcontained
some big holes, but none looked like keepers.
Theothersinthegroup ranfirst, expecting to
meet himat the bottom. But when Fossranthe

| drophehitabigholeand disappeared.Hisboat,

paddle, and other gear were never found,
suggesting some sort of underwater
entrapment. When Foss did not appear, his
friendssearched theareabeforemovingashort
distance downstreamto make camp. Although

| they hoped Fosshad gottenahead o thegroup

somehow, they never saw himagain. The body
wasdiscovered by fishermen someweeks| ater

The North Fork of the Payette is a well-
known roadside ClassV runinsouthern daho.

1 Its rapids are steep, violent, and surprisingly

shallow. Flipscarry with them aseriousrisk of
headinjuries. Vince Thompson, whomaintains
an ldaho Riversweb site, reported that in the
afternoon o July 12th theriver was runningat
1700 cfs, a moderate flow. A group o six
kayakers,four of whom had never runtheriver
before, put in above Jacob's Ladder, arguably
the most difficult rapid on the river. Lucas
Turner, 26, broached on arock, spun around,
and flipped. He flushed through Tafy Puller
(thebottom d Jacob's Laddder) upside down
andwaslast seen alive swimming at the top o
the Galf Course. (Thenext largerapid, directly
below Jacob's Ladder.) The party could not
locate him until they were driving back up to
thesite, when they saw his body among some
rocks on the river right shore. CPR failed to
revivehim.

Further investigation revedled that a hard
blow to the right temple probably caused his
death. There is no way that a stunned or
unconscious paddler could survivea swimin
the North Fork, and this injury might have
provenfatal onitsown. Turner's helmet wasa
popular lightweight plasticmodel . Thisaccident
reminds usd the need for heavy, full coverage
helmets when running classV.

Grows In Late 1998

The Tsangpo River in Southeastern Tibet
flowsthroughwhat may bethedeepest canyon
on earth. Thestretch between Pei and Medong
is one of the great remaining whitewater
challenges on this planet. On September
24,1998a12-manexpeditionorganized by Wick
Walker assembled in Kathmandu to begin the
trektotheriver.Jamie McEwan, oneofthe river
team members, reported that they found the
river runningat over 30,000 cfs, far more than
the 5000-15,000 cfs they had hoped for.
However, theteamwas encouraged tohear that
thewater had been droppingsteadily for weeks.
The group took four days to warm up on the
easier, moreaccessiblel8milestretchfrom Pei
to Gayla. After some discussion the group
decided to continue cautiously downstream,
carrying15daysd provisions. They plannedto
work theedgesd the rapids, staying out o the
mainflow, runningwhatthey couldandcarrying
therest. If itturned into"boat assisted hiking",
so beit! During thistimethe Land Crewwould
trek into the gorge to meet them. They would
also provide limited emergency backup.

On October 16 the group paused at the top
d a big rapid to scout. Doug Gordon, 41, a
former U.S. Team member with severa
expeditions to his credit, elected to runan 8
ledge near shore while others set safety. The
boat failed to clear the hydraulic and flipped.
Gordonmissedtwo roll attemptsandwas pushed
towards the middle of the river. Still upside
down, hewassucked towards the main flow in
thecenter of theriver and washed into aseries
of terminal hydraulics. For the next four days
theland and river crews, after communicating
by satellite phone, assisted by native hunters,
searched the river downstream. They found no
signaf Gordon or hisgear. On October 20th the
search was called off. The group notified
authorities and began an arduous 7-day hike
back to civilization.

Therec.boats.paddle network was shocked
on November 28th to hear that Scott Bristow,
a regular contributor to this popular on-line
forum, died while running Great Falls o the
Potomac near Washington, DC. This Classv+
drop isseverd hundred yardswide, and there
areanumber o different routes. Theriver was
running at 2.8’, alow flow considered ideal for
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running Great Falls. Bristow drove up from
Atlanta with two friends to meet some locals
he'd met on line. On Friday he met David
McIntosh, an experienced falls runner who
would later reported the accident to
rec.boats.paddle. Afterscouting theysuccessfully
ran several lineson the Maryland side.

On Saturday another experiencedGreat Falls
boater joinedthem. Afterwarming up belowthe
falls, they prepared to run the Maryland side.
They ranthetop drop, Pummel, and eddied out
above the Z-Turn. Bristow, running fourth,
apparently missed his line, spun around, and
dropped into Charlie's Hole backwards. Thisis
a nasty pourover which has forced swimmers
intorocksievesat the bottom o theriver. Afew
yearsago CharlieCrowley,thehol€'snamesake,
wasforced to escape by swimming down to the
riverbedand crawling out hand-over-handal ong
the bottom. Bristowwastrapped and beaten by
the hole and forced to swim. His companions
eddied out, and ran up the rocksaongside the
drop with throw ropes. They never saw him
again. His boat and paddlewashed out, but he
did not. Asd this date Bristow's body has not
been found.
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Bristow was the first kayaker to diein the
Great Fallsareasince the Park opened in the
late 60s. For many years activity centered on
ClassITI Mather Gorgejust downstream. Great
Fallswasfirst paddled in the mid- 70s, and in
the past few years the number o runs has
increased dramatically. Experienced falls
runners speculate that Scott got df line by
being back-surfed in an upstream hole or by
going to thewrong side d asmall rock inthe
approach. Effortsto get back on line may have
caused himto spin out. Such small errorscan
have serious consequences in very difficult
whitewater. Local paddlershad longspecul ated
thatsomeonewasgoingtoget killedeventually,
and they hope that thisaccident will causefast
rising boaters to think twice before tackling
drops d thisseriousness.

LongtimeAW director ChrisKall reported
abizarre accident that occurred on the Lower
Moose River this past November 30th. The
river was running 3.7’,a owlevelwhichchanges
the classic class IV-V rapids on this run into
technical Class IlI+. At this level, the tricky
diagonal holes at the entrance to Roostertail
arecapabled flippingeventhemost experienced

e e
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kayakers. Martin Parkinson, 45, flippedin this
drop andwasswimming between two boulders
when his sprayskirt caught on a projecting
underwater rock. It held him under thefrigid
35-degreewater so that he could not reach the
surface eadily. His group was unable to reach
him, sothey sent for hel p. Rescuesquadsarrived
atabout the same timeasasecond group from
Rochester, NYY. They were able to reach the
Parkinson and free him, although one person
reported that they could not cut the Kevlar
composite sprayskirt with asharp knife.

When | started paddlingin the 70swe used
shock-corded sprayskirtswhich " puckered up”
when they popped dff the rim and stayed close
toyour body. But these did not attach securely
to modern keyhole cockpits, so other designs
weredeveloped. Modern sprayskirts haveamuch
broader profilein the water and can catch the
current. I've alwaysfelt this posed some snag
risk, but have no ideahow to eliminateit. I'm
sure thisaccident will increase our awareness
o thispotential problem.

The Raven Fork Riverisa ClassIV stream
fallingout of Smoky Mountain National Park in
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Western North Carolina. On December 27th
twokayakersapproached " Crack-in-the-Rock",
ablind dropwithaknownstrainerinthechute.
Chris McLaughlin, who was on the trip and
authored anaccountonrec.boats.paddle, notes
that the log was easily avoided, but that the
routewasnot clear fromthetop. Ed Green, his
companion, elected to run first, without
scouting. Hebecame badly pinned. McLaughlin
attempted a rescue, but was unableto help his
friend alone. Green disappeared underwater
after abrief struggle.

His girlfriend, who was following them
along the road, saw what was happening and
went for help. Five minutes later Cherokee
Fire and Rescue arrived. It took six trained
men to free Green's boat. They were able to
get a pulse, but he had been under too long
and died the next day. McLaughlin specu-
latesthat Green decided not toscout because
the air temperature was in the 30s and they
were near the takeout. We have all been
tempted to take similar shortcuts; let'sthink
about this the next time we're confronted
with asimilar decision.

The wide Susquehanna River in Eastern
Maryland is not redly whitewater, but the
current can be fast and the water cold. The
BaltimoreSun reportedthaton December 29th
two friends put into the river at 7:00 PV just
south d Connewingo Dam for an evening of
rockfishing. The pair dropped an anchor from
the cockpit at the center of the boat, causing it
toflip. Theriver, channeled by anisland, isstill
over 200yardswidehere. Thetwowerequickly
separated by thecurrent. Thesurvivor, clinging
totheboat, waswashed intoarocky areawhere
hescreamed for helpforamostan hour. Later
hemadeittoshoreand called911. Christopher
Fedor, 25,drowned. Neither manwore PFD’s or
protectiveclothing. Twolifevestswerefoundin
the boat asrequired by state law. Thesurvivor
blamedthe power company for raising theriver
level and swamping the boat, but anchoring
small boats is tricky and their technique was
incorrect. Thecurrent alonecould havecaused
the capsizing.

We have received two very sketchy re-
ports from rec.boats.paddle. A kayaker
drowned in the Capilano River in British
Columbia, Canada in November after en-
countering a “whirlpool”, which ina newspa-
per article can mean almost anything. In
December, Kayaker Dan Dixon apparently
flipped and swam on the Quijos River in
Ecuador right above a must-make eddy. He
wascarried intoan unrunnable canyonwhere
he drowned. Any readers of American
Whitewater who know more about these in-
cidentsareencouraged to contact the Safety
Committee with more information.

Canoeing Accidents

Canoe accidents usually, but not aways,
involve inexperienced paddlers on easy to
moderatewhitewater. Thisyear'sreportswill
bear this out. American Whitewater isinter-
ested in al moving water accidents regard-
lessof difficulty, and readersare encouraged
to forward newspaper clippings or other ac-
counts to us

East Tennessee's L ower OcoeeRiver was the
site o fatality on August 8th. A Chattanooga
Times article reported that an open canoeist
flipped at Tablesaw Rapid. The paddier, who
friends say was a very experienced riverman,
bailed out and swam. Aropewasthrown, but he
did not grab hold. He barely made it to shore
beforehecollapsed. Hispartner, adoctor, began
treatment immediately. The victim was
transported toahospital in Chattanoogawhere
hedied the next day. Theautopsy reveaed that
abrain aneurysm, not related to the river, was
thecause d death. Hisnameisbeingwithheld
at hisfamily's request.

The Saluda River near Columbia, SC has
been the site o a very successful whitewater
rodeo. Scott Broamreportedtorec.boats.paddle
thattheriver level on September 12th was 4000
cfs, forming big-water Class ITT+ rapids. That
afternoon, after the rodeo competition had
finished, a tandem open canoeflippedin Stacy’s
L edge, about 150yardsabove the Millrace, and
washed downstream. The Columbia State
reported that one man swam to shore safely.
The other, Richard Cribbs, 50, became
entangled inlinestiedintothe canoe. Kayakers
made frantic efforts to rescue him without
success. His life vest slipped off, and he
disappeared from view. Divers recovered the

body four days|ater.

The third canoe accident occurred on the
ColoradoRiver betweenSiltand Rifle, Colorado
on December 26th. Jim Githens reported via
ernail that two duck hunterslaunched acanoe
at1:00 PM. Theair temperaturethat daywasin
thehigh 20s, andeddi esandf|atwater stretches
were beginning to ice over. Both men were
dressed in heavy insulated clothing and boots
and choseto carry, rather than wear, their life
vests. After capsizing in a Class| riffle, the two
men wasted precious time trying to retrieve
their gear. One man was able to remove his
coat, but the victim, Mike Aaberg, could not.
His partner attempted to help him; both men
reached shore, but Aaberg was too weak to
climb out of theriver. His partner crawled up
thel-70embankmentandflaggeda car. He was
semiconscious when rescued, and it was not
until he reached the hospital in Rifle that
authorities realized that there was a second
man inthewater. It wasthen, 50 minutesafter
thecapsizing, that rescue squadswerenotified.

Rafting Accidents

There were five rafting fatalities in four
separateincidentsduringthisperiod,including
a double fatality in the hard-hit state of
CdiforniaTwocommercial tripsand twoprivate
trips were involved.

On July 10th a commercial rafting guest
drownedontheArkansasRiver,6.5milesnorth
o Buena Vigta, Colorado. CWA Safety Chair
Roger Lynn reportsthat the river was running
2660, a medium-high level. The accident
occurred at 2:40 PM, about 10 minutes below
therailroad bridge put-in. Theriver isvery fast
and turbulent here, making boat based rescue
very difficult. Thefirst boat in athree boat trip
hitalargewaveand capsized, throwingeveryone
into the water. The guide got on top o the
flippedraftand pulled several passengers out of
the river. The second boat rescued two others
and athird guest self-rescued by swimming to
shore. Thevictim, a 48 year-old man, wasthe
last to be recovered. Hewas not breathing, so
guides initiated CPR and called for help.
ArkansasHeadwatersriver rangersandsheriffs
officers were called, and the victim was
transported to a local hospital where he was
pronounced dead.

On July 12th American Creek in Katamal
National Park near King Salmon, Alaskawas
running high and fast following recent rains.
Slim Rey reported that a raft containing a
number o prominent Alabama lawyers and
politicianswascaught by overhangingbranches
andflipped. All but one person madeittoshore.
Gary Aildridge, 48, a former Alabama State
Senator, wasswept downriver andispresumed
dead. Fogand highwater hampered immediate
effortsto recover his body.

OnAugust 1st nineraftersfrom EdwardsAir
Force Base made afatal error while runninga
Class IV-V stretch of Upper Kern River in
Southern California. AW’s John Gangemi
reported that the river level was moderate,
about 1000 cfs. Observersfelt that the rented
raft was pretty big for the run, and noted that
the groupwasnot wearing hel metsdespitethe
difficulty of the rapids downstream. Rangers
asofelt the raft wasoverloaded and attempted
towarn thegroup. When it wasclear that they
intended togoregardless, theywere al sowarned
to carry Salmon Falls, a Class V+ rapid that
outfitters normally portage. Despite these
efforts, the raft blundered into Salmon Falls
and flipped, throwing everyone into the river.
Remarkably,most o therafterswashed though
the big drop. Two people, Ralph Cheverine, 26,
and Michelle Lopez, 27, disappeared. Two life
vest and a single shoe belonging to Lopez
appeared at the bottom, still closed, suggesting
an underwater entrapment. Cheverine's body
wasrecoveredthat day, but aweek | ater Lopez's
body wastill missing.
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Slim Rey reported afatality on Tennessee's
Upper Ocoee River. Thisrun issimilar to the
Lower Ocoee (ClassIII+, with one IV) except
that these rapidscontain some hidden boul der
seves. Thisisthefirst year o full commercial
operations on this stretch; 19 releases were
scheduled. OnAugust 22 acommercial raft hit
aboulder sidewaysnear theBlueHole, throwing
threeguestsintotheriver. Twowererecovered
quickly, but a third, Bruce Richards, 30, was
stuffed into a pothole and held under water for
about5 minutes. Guideseventually pulledhim
freeand started CPR. He was transported to a
Chattanooga hospital by EM Spersonnel, where
he died the next day.

AmericanWhitewaterwill continuetogather
accident reportsinthefuturesothatall paddlers
can learn from them. We can't do thiswithout
your help; even with the Internet we need
people to forward the information to us.
Newspaper clippings, club newdletter write-
ups,and personal narrativesarewel come. Please
send reports to Charlie Walbridge, AW Safety
Editor, 230 Penllyn Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422;
Phone 215-646-0157; email
cwal @compusewe.com.
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ack in olden times, in the late 1970s, |
when practically every descent was a

first, and when there was no need for a

First Descent Committee of the AWA, Meyer
Rubin (AKA. Dr. Kayak)completed therunon
the Skeidara River in Iceland from the
jolukhlaup of the Grimsvotn. His report,
reprinted here from the Canoe Cruisers
Association of Washington DC. Newsdletter,
chronicleshisadventureandshoul d haveserved
as a guide to Bill Hay (Lifeand Death in the
GrimsvotnCaldera, American \Mi t enat er, Nov/
Dec 1998, pg.77). Dr. Kayak's well-known
humility and humbleness has prevented him
from advertising this feat to awider audience
andsoheexcusesBill Hay fromany inadvertent
claims o firstness.

Meyer Rubin

Dr. Kayak

Editors note: You might remember Dr.
Kayak's article on the Love Canal Race in

American Whitewater, May/June 1981, when
the journal was pocket sized.

Dr. Kayak's Account Reprinted
Running a Jokulhlaup

| don't care how many wild riversyou've |

paddled, you still get that dry lump in your
throat, that feeling that your knees have been

replaced by jelly, every time you put onto a ||

raging river. If your pulse rateand adrenaline
flow don't increase, maybe you should think
about trying adifferent sport, likehang gliding
(as John Dirst does). | certainly had those
feelingsaslviewedtheSkeidaraRiverinlceland
thatMarchmorningthreeyearsbackandwould
probably have quit if | hadn't gone to all that
trouble getting there.

| had arrived inthetown of Skaftafell in SE
| celandtheday before,after having beenalerted
by afriend on the | celandic Geologica Survey
that thevolcano Grimsvotn in the Vatnajokull
(jokull meansglacier in |celandic) wasready to
blow. (The tiltmeters and seismic recorders
predicted an immediate eruption.) Infact, the
Skeidarawas running high and muddy evena
weekbefore. Theresult of melting oftheglacier

atitsbaseby the heat of therising lava. That's |

what causes a jokulhlaup (a glacia run), a
subglacia volcano erupts, melts enormous

amountsofwaterand, finally, waterandicebergs |

in unbelievable volume sweep over the

countryside, destroying roads, bridges and
telephonelines. That'swhy thispart o Iceland
will never have a complete highway system.
Thejokulhlaups of 1934 and 1938and one back
in 1918 had flowsd 50,000 and 200,000 cubic
meters per second; compare that to the puny
10,000 meters per second df the Amazon, the
world's largest river.

And that's why | was shaking, seeing this
fantastic powerful flow roaring past, which
made my preparatory runs o the Cheat, the
New, theYough infloodand the Coloradoseem
like child's play. Mud, stones, sand, ice and
debristumbled by in disorganized jumbles.

John Sweet used to say, "If you scout too
long, you'll loseyour nerve" Sol didinto my
kayak, fastened theskirt, and pushed off. It'sa
good thing large discharges don't move by
laminar straight-line flow, but lose speed and
force in swirling turbulent flow, with boails,
whirlpools, and eddies to take up the energy.
But, asitwas, al | could dowaskeep my stern
from passing my bow. Large blocksdf icethe
sizedf shipsfollowedby blocksthesize of boats
tore down at galloping-horse speed. The roar
was deafening, what with the volcanic ventsy

[ breaking through theice, forming huge pillars

and linesof flames, adding totheangry growl of
theriver. My skirt was heavy from the falling
ash and my helmet was continually pelted by
the falling lapilli of volcanic bombs. These
distractions increased the difficulty o staying
upright and avoiding obstacles. Fortunately,
Iceland doesn't have trees, or the run would
have been impossible. It was 20 kilometers
down the sandur (outwash plain) to the ocean
and| madeitinabout2 hours. Timeflew by, but
my aching armstold me| had just about gone
my limit in the ice cold water, bracing and
pulling out of suck-holes thelikeof which even
Jimmy Stuart would havetrouble describing.

I'm glad | did the jokulhlaup, but I'm glad
I never havetodoitagain. | never told anybody
about this exploit, not because of modesty,
whichisn't oneof my particularlystrongvirtues,
but for fear that if | did, the trip schedule
chairman o the OCA would ask meto lead the
icebreaker trip down the Potomac. And my
fingersand tootsies get sooo cold. Sodon't you
tell, ya hear!

Meyer Rubin
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The Poster

By Ken Strickland

dan'l quite knew haw leng the poster hud

been Ieidden anwary in thal haserment desk —

certannhy several vears. 18 was molkal, enclomed
in & cover, and like now when my daughler
discrreered it

=MLy | ey (Uhils®™ e ashondl

“Certainby,” lanswened, nol ghing it asecond
thausght,

Several davs passed before | nobiced it
hanging from the wall in her roam, My gosh,
what an incredible photograph, [ thought, Tt
prictured a kxyaker popping wp and out of adrop

| bocated in some wikd gorge in Mexico, His

brigihit red baoatand velbow paddle jacket shined
against the backdrop of an enormous. multi-
plamed waterfall, formed where a tritndany
plunged from the clilfs kigh shove the river,
What a exceedingly besstiful ard wild place
Ehet muist b, | sald to mysell And then | began
bothinkabout the photograph.. and moreaver,
the paddler.

Theere is a race of ghants among s, They
are few im number and come from around the
globe, They are the Hillsrs, Morgaes and

Messners of our sporl.  They seck out e
Everests and K2s of whitewater, Their's is an
elhos thad few al us fully understand— even
thoze al us who do push the limits and
someetimies stand on Ehe edge, These giamts are
compelled toenter those inefiable real ms where
the natural conditions are o outragoous and
overwhelming thal few of us can even imagine.
Dis | emvy them? Certainly, but in a vicarious
wary. Do | admive them? Immensely.
sy gaze refurmed totlhe poster, | booked
it the beaustiful ragndusy that framed the paddler.
Certainly It was the radiant product of the
miing of spray and sunlight in this primeal
place, but in my mind’s eve | s, an aur.

Editars nafe: The phote in question was
faken af Tamed Falls on the Santy Maria mver
i Madce, The paddier was the lale Doug
Gordan, who died recantly on @ Himalayan
Expddition.

Blackness on Bald Rock

L

s

By Davison Collins

ald Rock Camvon i the hardey tection

of the Middle Fork of the Feather Hiver

in Northern Califorman. 1t contains
numeroaes class ¥ bo Ve drops and one man-
datory portage—aAtam Bomb Falls, The rmun
ilself iz anly abowl ¥ miles, bt it is usually
done in 2 days owing to ils remoleness, the
ammmd of scouling il requares and a long
pestdle ot o & reservodr. | planded o racdle
il for the first tme with a companion who
also had never been there, and to rendenvons

Morwood, and his buddy, who had put on the
day before. ‘'We were fo meet them at Atam
Bamb Falls. This mecting had been pre-
eslablished,

Just before 1| was 1o leave my paddling
compadon, Jobn, called imdorming me that,
after further consideration, he wasn't going: “1
don't feel comdortable going dewn there with
someone who doesn know the lines.” he
explained with resolution. D've never
understood this concern, because, for me,

paurt weay diven the eiverwith a friend of mime, | soouting amd decsding upstin a liree b orum is an

o B = e
all lnimabla r:ularahl
RO HARD PARTSI

Ask iur Toni

O LCOCIAG }r,_)___ry

integral part of class V—the cerebral part. The
rest is visceral, s like vin and yang. | hate
being told which fine to run, although on a
practical level it makes sense, Buf running
class V is far from practical, especially alone.

Well, that left me with no paddling partrer,
ri wany §o notify Norwood that | couldn't make
1L and no time to find someone else (o joln me
(f did try), You see, Bald Rock i no ordinary
rur; it's one of the classics in Califormia, which
tranibafes to one of the best runs in the world
Lars Holbeck, author of Sierra Nevada
Whitewster, had persorally recomimenied it tn
mie s a “must do”. Further, it has 2 srall
window of runnability and | had very few days
oif. Screwit, | thought: 'm gaingin there sobo,

While driving Thursday night | thought
nostalgically about my davs as & Iransient
kayrakoer: days of sunshine, whibewster and cold
beer, fodlowed by mights of dead sleep on some
snriby beach by ariver. Latehy my life lacked the
excibement and constant renewal of the mver
life. 1 was drving up in a monotonous,
meanimgless void, | understood on an
elemienilary leve| what | was driving toward fhal
night, bl | grasped for practicality in the
darkmess,

John's shsence had cemented the depth of
e verduire, Part of me missed hislight nature
hiis gy samibe and lasgh—but Loouldn't shake
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the heavy feeling that this chalenge was
necessary. Sol embracedthefegling. | convinced
myself that doing this aone was what my
deserted core required. | was hungry again.

With thisfeelingcametheremembranceof
thepromisel had made, the promiselwasabout
to break.

Itwas in Honduras 2 yearsagowhen | made
it. While paddling a steep classV creek with
some friends, al expert paddlers, | ran into
somesoberingtrouble. Wearrivedat theputin
and the crux after an arduous grunt through
thejungle. Thereitgushed, adoublewaterfall:
thefirst oneabout a15foot drop with terrifying
recirculation at the bottom, followed
immediately by a25-footer. | missed my boof off
thefirst, but managed to avoid the hole at the
bottom, ending up in a swirly excuse for an
eddy. | was trapped between an overhung
smooth granite wall, the deadly hole and the
second waterfall.

| wasterrifiedtosaytheleast. But| managed
tofend off panicin the horrifying hour which
ensued, managed to stay calm in that violent
prison, surrounded by dread. | managed this
because | was also surrounded by my friends.
They moved in quickly. All their years of
experienceasraft guidesand kayakerssynergized
fluidly in that moment. From their first
movements| knew that they would retrieve me
from that whitewater purgatory; | knew that |
would be buying the drinks that night at
Expatriates.

That incident marked thefirst timein my
kayaking career where | had actually needed a
rescue. So | made the promise then: no more
kayaking alone.

| wokeat 6:30 andthefirst thought that ran
through my head was "Don't do this." |
considered thisthoughtwhilelyinggtifflyinthe
back of my black truck. Self-doubt. That'sall it
was. | roseabruptly inatidal waved confidence
and commenced my 3 Cs coffee, ceredl, crap.
Thentheritual d donningthe gear began. As
much as | dislike the metaphor o war when
discussing one's relationship to the river—I
much prefer to imagine mysdf making loveto
theriver—Ifeltlikeasol dier dressing for battle.
| accepted thisfeelingand with it, accepted the
worst scenario, even though my supreme
confidencemuffledall criesthat theworstwould
greet me. | dlipped on my elbow pads and
helmet and shouldered my boat. | didintothe
river, helmet still unbuckled, sprayskirt not yet
secured, casual signsthat thiswasjust goingto
beanother ecstatic day on theriver.

The game had begun. | paddled easly
through thefirst mile of classTTand ITI. Then
came the first classV. It showed its crooked
teeth like an enemy's sneer. | caught the last
possible eddy and peered over. Here we go...
Immediately | was knocked dff line and spun
backwards, a quick sweep and | was Sideways.
Crunch, plastic hitting granite, aquick twist in
my back and all my movement ceased. Pinned
sideways. | instinctively started wiggling my

hips, quickly freeing myself. Ouch. Okay, the
first rapid wasn't pretty, but at least | stayed
upright. Justsomenasty sparring. Timetopull
it back together.

The second class V followed like a female
dog. Two ugly holeswith no clear route: an
imperative boof to clear the hole on theright.
Stroke, stroke, boof! Instant resistance and
rolling, rolling, rolling... | hadto get vertical if
| wanted to escapewithout swimming. Aquick
pry on about the tenth barrel roll and | was
gjected. Afterspending nearly aminuteinthat
bitch, | paddled frantically into an eddy at the
bottom of the rapid to rest and empty my boat.

| lookedat my watch: 9:30. 1'd barely gone
amileand a half, which meant | had about 2
more to go to reach Nonvood at Mom Bomb
Fals. And | had to meet him at 11:00. My
tunnel vision widened for the first time that
morning. | noticed the teleological weave of
Manzanita and granite, felt the depth o the
canyon, the minuteness of my being. | was
drifting, and with the drifting camefear.

Refocused, | got back in my boat, gripping
my paddle shaft likea good friend's hand and
started stroking. The momentum felt
reassuring. Nothing could dow medown now.
Nothing. The next classV went smoothly, and
my confidence soared inordinately.

Then | came upon the
congested conglomeration of
fat-headed granite boulders.
And | mean phat! It looked
like Sonehenge after a crew of
anarchistshad finished an
explosivesdrill. Timeto scout.

There were a myriad of channels and |
didn't havetimeto scout them all. My watch
read 10:15and therewas stillnosign of Norwood.
So | headed to the left and got out on a flat
boulder between two channels. | surveyed my
twooptions. Tothe very |€eft there was afifteen-
foot waterfall which wasframed on oneside by
theleft bank, asmooth vertical wall o granite.
It looked dl right, but | wasn't sure about the
depthandthewater didn't flow from the pool at
the bottom.

Then | surveyed theright. A double drop.
| couldn't seewhatwasafterthat,butitappeared
that | could catch an eddy around the comer
and survey the scene more thoroughly. The
second boof seemed easy enough, but thefirst
looked likeit might causesomedifficulty. Most
o thewater ranintoacrevicetotheleft o the
landing. This crevice was formed by two
monolithic boulders coming together inaV.

It didn't look like a situation | couldn't
handle. If I got shovedin therel would beable
to push myself out without too much effort. |
convinced mysdlf o thiswith light brevity and
decidedtogoforit. Acloser inspection of this
crevicemight have revealed the insidious trap

awaiting me, but my hindsight isblurry onthis
point.

Back in my boat | lined up and started
stroking. Just another boof, | thought, as |
planted my last stroke and lunged my hips
forward, the final thrust before orgasm. |
landed and planted my first stroke in the new
water. Toodow. Thewater yanked me from
behind and draggled me into the crack. | had
my fun with Bald Rock, now she was about to
have hers. | instantly palmed the smooth
graniteon each sidedf meand pushed towards
the second drop, flexing muscles | didn't even
know existed while wiggling my hipsto avoid
thewater's clutch.

I must havedippedan edgetoofar, though,
and when | tried to lift it the Bernoulli Effect
took over. Water begantosweepover my entire
deck causing me to sink dowly at first, then
slurp: my chest wascovered. The last thought
beforel went under was, this could beit.

| pulled my skirt immediately and was
quicklyseparatedfrom my boat asl sankswiftly,
downthedark, lubricated flume. Nothoughts,
undivided blackness. Then | wasupagain, just
in time to take a breath before being stuffed
violently beneath an undercut houserock. My
next thought: find the light.

ountain Sur
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Perception
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We ship direct!
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rncwv-vavc@borg.com
1-800-249-4112 * 1-315-768-1568
587 Main Street « New York Mills, NY 13417
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| looked around desperately as | felt the
pressurein my earsincrease. Aviceon my head
tightenedsteadily. | wasgoingdeeper. Thiswas
alarming, butitallowedmetofigure outwhich
directionwasup. | lookedup: light,dear light —
hallelujah for sunshine, for if it had been a

cloudy day...?

Once| spotted the
sacred luminescenceevey
ounce of my will, my matter,
focused on reachingit. | clung
to the smooth granite, dowing
the downward momentum; |
kicked at the rock tying to
push myself up, up to the glow.
Suddenly my momentum
shifted as a converging current
embraced me. | wason my
way up. | gasped for breath
upon this second resurfacing.
was not going under again.

e ——EE——E——

But | wasgoing down theriver. Infront of )

meloomed a bony classV, askeleton, noflesh.
| saw theeddy aboveit likel had seen thelight
underneaththeboulder and | swamforal | was
worth toward it. But hy this time | wasn't
worth much more than arag doll. My torso
cleared the eddy lineand | grabbed for a rock,
but the riverwasn't through with meyet. She
tugged at my kicking legs. | graspedfor some
solid object. But therewasonly water. Only
water and my life.

The skeletal descent began. Then there
wererocks. They pulverizedmy legslikemeat
tenderizers as | bounced brutally down the
terribledrop. All the river neededwasallittle
pieced foottowedge, thenshe'd havemeinthe
perfect position, thenshe'd snap my tibialikea
cheap toy and hold me down for the count.

Finallyl wasdepositedin the pool bdow —
flotsam. Which wasn't so bad; | was happy to
play this relaxing role. Before! had time to
relax, my paddlefloated by and | madealunge
for it. As| grabbed it she grabbed me—a
shrewd, materialistictrap. | threw the paddie
likeajavelintowards river left and swam hard
for aboulder infront of me. | knew then that
if | missed this rock my chances for survival
were going to drop exponentialy.

| had expended al my adrenaline and
exhaustion was knocking at my core like
anesthesia. | huggedtherockand pulled mysdf
up, kicking off her deadly grip. Fromtheother
sideofthe rock I could seethe15footdrop| had
just missed tumbling over. It pounded onto
jagged, broken teeth.

| just sat there and breathed and breathed
somemore. Alucidthoughtflashed: | couldsit
onthisrock and breathe forever. That'swhat |
decidedto do. Then | began to laugh. It was
good to laugh. It caused me to inhale more
oxygen it warmed my cold body. I'm not sure
how long | sat there and breathed and laughed,
butlongenoughtohavedrowned several times.
Suddenly my kayak surfaced about 20 feet
upstream and floated right into my now
outstretched hand. Was| dreaming? No, but |
wasstill alone, more so than ever before.

After reaching shore | shouldered my
boat and started walking. It felt new towalk,
likelearning to walk for thefirst time, except
suddenly. | wasready todosomesubstantial
walking. Then an ape-like figure emerged
before me. He too waswalking. I've never
been so happy to see a complete stranger.
Even before | shook hiswarm, massive hand,
| felt asthough | knew him.

| 1999 mm

RENDEZ

April9-11,1999
\ Hollisopple, PA

We need your participationsnd support to demonstrate the
importance of recreational/conservation dam releases into the
Stoneycreek River. The relicensing of the Quemahoning Dam
could begin this spring. It iscritical that our voices be heard.

BE HERE.

Rain, Snow or Shine, therewill be something for everyone.
Stoneycreek and it's tributaries have avarity of challengesfrom
the Beginner to the Expert. Water permitting the following riv-
ers can be your playground: Stoneycreek Canyon III-1V, ,
Stoneycreek Gorge 111+, Paint Creek V, Shade Creek I11, Dark
Shade Creek IV, Clear Shade Creek 111, Roaring Fork Creek IV-V,

Quemahoning Creek II-II1, Trout Run IV, Benscreek 11+.
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F.f'u&__}i ROCKY MOUMTAIN LAYAN

or more information: Benscreek Canoe & Kavak at 814-266-9744
email: mantonlk@su_rfsho_p net or Amencan Whitewater Events at 828-

of i AT

r

* Live enterainmeni
« Dinner

* Party

« Silent Auctions
o Raffles

e Gear Vendor

e Demos

e Environmental Exhibits
e Amateur Rodeo

Up fo date infe at:
www.surfshop.net/users/
| mantonik/rendez.html

American Whitewater v March / April 1999



Kld{( i?n##’

The FLIP

| —
By Serena Dennis

It wasn't going to be a beautiful day, |

but it would proveto be exciting.
Cloudswere building in the sky and
thewater wasicy cold. Lauraand |
kept telling each other we were crazy,
yet westuck it out and went in thein-
flatable kayaks. It was pure joy. The
whole world seemed perfect.

All the boats pulled over inaside
eddy. People pulled out cameras and
were taking pictures. Slowly, one by
one, boat by boat pulled into the cur-
rent. Soon it wasonly Lauraand me.
We nodded to each other and joined
the current.

| was very casual, not taking strong
strokes. Suddenly | was against a rock
wall, the current pushing against me.
Water started to pour in. | wassucked
out of the boat and swept into the cur-
rent.

The cold isindescribable. It hits
your whole body at once. | waswaving
my armsand legs, fighting the current,
looking around. | called out to Laura
and grabbed onto her boat. Get to
shore, | said. Somehow she managed
it. | amsure | wasavery awvkward bur-
den.

My feet struck land and | stumbled
out of thewater. | collapsed on the
sand and sat there with my head in my
hands, blubbering. | took a couple
deep breaths, then stood up.

Lauraand | both got back in the
boats and pushed off. She said some-
thing about not riding in the kayaks af-
ter this. Inavery determined voicel
told her that if you fal off the horse
you get back on. It only took a couple
strokes, then, once more, my boat was
against arock face. Thistimeit hap-
pened faster. In seconds | was once
again in the cold water.

My mind called out NO! | didn't
want to be here. Not again. | was
thrown against the rocks. | struggled
and was out in the current once again.
Somewhere behind mewas Laura. |
didn't think about screaming, | just
did. Loud, yelling burst o voice. |
kept screaming, "Daddy! Daddy!" All |
wanted was the cold to go away. The
cold that was taking over my whole

| felt something behind me, the
two kayak paddieswere there. Dim
points o color in aswirl of brown.
With my right hand | grabbed them
both. Then the blue kayak was there. |
wrapped one o my armsaround the
tube and hung on.

The water was shallow. There were
rocks beneath me. | kept telling my-
saf to keep my feet pointed down-
stream. | saw Emily up ahead on shore,
waving her arms. Laurawasto my left,
downstream.

Mom was wading out in the cur-
rent, yelling. Shetold Laurato stand
up and walk to shore. | knew | should,
but | could not move. | could not un-
derstand why mom wasn't grabbing
me. | wasfloating by and shewas only
yelling. She grabbed the boat. My arm
wason it, but the current was pulling
me and my arm started todip. My arm
was hurting. | wanted to be some-
where else.

Then Mom grabbed meand pulled
me ashore. My feet stumbled onto
solid ground. | stood there, shaking
and blubbering. Mom took off my life
jacket, then stripped me of clothes.
People pitched in, Jen gave me her
sweats, Geneva her sweater. Mom gave
me her wool sweater, but | was not to
know all that till later.

ABSERBY

The clothes felt dry and strange.
Many peoplewere around me, comfort-
ing me. Sometimes | wascrying,
sometimes shivering, mostly whimper-
ing. Things were happening around
me, but my mind seemed empty.

Mom said | wasto ride in Richard's
boat. | followed Lauralike a dog does
his master. | stared at the ground,
noting the sand with the smooth gray
river rocks. Little tuffs of green plants
making their way up in the dry
ground.

Then we climbed aboard the boat. |
got ashigh as| could. Suddenly there
wasa figure running up the beach. Af-
ter some seconds | realized it was Dad.
| ran to him and he held me for a bit.
We went back to the boat and shoved
off.

Rob was telling how heand his son
had fallen in. There was much talking,
but | was not there. My mind was far
avay.

The power of the river had shocked
me. | had been swept along likea
stick. Theriver had treated me no dif-
ferent than astick. The cold had over-
powered me, made me completely de-
fenseless. | had just been another
stick, floating along in the never end-
ing current. No different, no less.

Editor's note: Serena Dennis is14
years old and livesin Mountain Ranch,

| Ca She has rafted whitewater riversin
| thewest with her family al her life.

All previous river trips had been sur-

| rounded by afeeling of excitement that
| was blessed with continued security

| and safety. The following experience

| occurred during the high water/snow

I melt o early June 1998, on the East

Carson River in California
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When the spring rains hit and the ice melts, we hope to find you

| do some serious end-throwing and drop-dropping. April isawaysa
| great time to test these waters, and it's going to be even better this
I

year when the Edge &' The World kayak shop hosts the High Country

Triple Crown on the Wataugaand Nolichucky.

truckin’ on down to the High Country near Boone, North Carolinato

By Clem Newbold, Sanay Smith, & Spencer CoOke me——

Matthew Lee descends State Line Falls, Waliuga Jonathan Campbell. Photo by Biff Farrell

Rreer. PRobo By Carl Steams
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Thisyear'sTriple Crown, derived from last
year's Watauga Gorge Race, will include the
WataugaRace, aWataugaRodeo,arodeoonthe
Nolichucky River, and a dedication ceremony
for American Whitewater's Horine Memoria
River Takeout on the Watauga. The Watauga
events are for Expert and Pro boaters only,
while the Nolichucky Rodeo will have classes
for Intermediateand Advanced boaters, aswell
as Experts.

The1999Triple Crownwill bededicated to
the memory o Shenvood Horine. Shenvood
was a longtime Watauga Gorge Paddler who
won first placein the race division in 1998. As
the Nov/Dec issue of American Whitewater
recognized, Shenvood wasawel|-regarded and
loved paddler whowasinstrumental infinding
the new takeout property on the Watauga. The
Watauga award ceremony will include a
dedication o the American Whitewater's
Watauga Gorge takeout in Sherwood’s memory.

We hopethat dl of last year's competitors
return, as well as more newhies and women.
TheWataugaeventswill beheld onApril 10-11
and the Nolichucky events on April 17 - 18.
Edge O The World is the primary event
promoter and will be providing many prizes.
Severa other companies, including Riot,
Patagonia, LotusDesigns,and Orosi will alsobe
supporting this grassroots event.

Inorder togivetheathletes, theevent, and
our sportalittle push, first placewinnersin al
Expert & Pro divisionswill receivecash prizes.
Sincethisisoned thefirst competitionsdf the
season, boaterswill haveachanceto honetheir
skills for the rodeo team trials in May. The
sponsorsfor the Wataugaand the Nolichucky
eventswill provideashuttle, aswell asa post-
event party with food, music, and awards.

Weare keeping our fingers crossed for the
best water levels since we are depending on
natural flow for the two rodeo events. For the
WataugaRacethewater can beaslowas175cfs
and ashighas875 cfs. Any level above 600 and
975cfswould beconsidered highwater, moving
thestarting pointfor the raceto the pool below
Hydro. Thiswould cut amiledff thethree-mile
race. The race will end just after the 15-foot
State Line Falls, regardless of water level.
Spectatorsmay watch from theStateLineFalls
point. BoththeWataugaRaceand Rodeoshould
have plenty of accessand room for spectators,
photographers, and other media.

The Watauga Rodeo will likely go on
regardless of water level. Between 190 cfsand
450 cfsthe rodeo will be held at Hydro. If the
water level does not cooperate, there are other
holesor rapidsinwhichtofreestyle. Hydroisa
rather unique hydraulic where paddlers can
perform new and as-yet-not-invented movesd

)
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'Psycho" Dave simpson, Photo by Biff Farrell

Maggie Everett descends State Line Falls,
Watauga River. Photo by Carl Stearns
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proveditwasn’t asfierceasprevioudy thought.
Thusblossomed theideafor the Hydro Rodeo.
A quick comparison: Hydro is similar to
Christmas Tree Hole at the New River Rodeo,
but cleaner and easier to exit.

The second weekend o the Triple Crown
will beheld on the Nolichucky. Thelocation of
theend throwing, head spinning extravaganza
will depend on the water level. With low-low
water (between 450 to 900 cfs), the rodeowill
be at Big Rocks Hole, below the Nolichucky
Gorgebetween Erwinand Johnson City, TN. At

e L o T
Jasoe Armold descends Stabe Liee Fals, Watsuga River
“Photo by carl Stearns

the intentional and unintentional varieties.
Located _ of the way down the Watauga with
good roadaccess, Hydroisparticularly good for
throwing cartwheelsin either direction, split
wheels, vertical blasts, crossgrain cartwheels,
loops, pirouettes, wave wheels coming in,
mysteries out, and so forth.

Hydro was long thought to be unplayable
and a must-avoid hole at any level. Then, one
day, hard-core Watauga veteran Dave (not }
"Psycho") Simpson decided to take the plunge A
mgca%%gf;Qm\ﬂ:ﬁ;%”ahggitiﬁngggg G7afg T, Photo by Biff Farrel Brian Knight, Race Winner. Photo by Biff Farrell
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WaterWorks Productions
& Bonestee] Films
PRESENT

THE ADVENTURES OF JOMWNY IFARM

"7 Natianal Paddling Film Fevtival
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Winner « “Best Instrectional Video™ Award II
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Croabid for the intermediate 1o expert, this |'
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Potomac Rdease
for 1999 Announced

| By Ed Gertler

Thefollowingweekends have been tentatively set for releasesfrom Jennings Randolph Dam
(akaBloomington Dam) on the North Branch Potomac:
April 17, 18
May 1,2
May 15, 16
May 29, 30
Expect releasesof 850-1000 cfseach day from 9amto 4 p.m.. Keepin mind that adry spring
| could result in cutbacks or cancellation and, with the low state of the reservoir from the 1998
| drought, conditionsthisyear are particularly uncertain. Alwayscall beforehand at 410-962-7687
or check the Corpsweb site at http://nab7l.nab-wc.usace.army.mil/.

Onceagain, our most important messageto thosewho usetheserel easesisto remember that
= : —the popular parking lot at the takeout, in front of the two-story brick building, is on private
{ property. Pleasetake carenot to block thedriveway tothe back of thebuilding (evenjust tounload
| foraminute), not to change clothesin the open, or not to doanything elseto offend thetol erant
owner, or the caretaker wholivesout back in thetrailer (wherewe haveno business being). Poor
| behaviorby somein 1997 almost cost usthe use df thelot. So be onyour best behavior and watch
| over the other guy too.

‘Springand Fall Reeases
oh Bottom M oose

Although New Y ork's Bottom Moose River is best known for its popul ar fall season o water
releasesthat attract boaters from across the east, a full schedule of spring releases provides
Tl paddlerswith optimal water levelsand less crowded conditions.

The spring season features releases on Sunday, April 18;
Sunday, April 25; Sunday, May 2; Saturday and Sunday, May
=3-9; Saturday and Sunday, May 15-16; Saturday and Sunday,
May 22-23; Saturday and Sunday, May 29-30; and Sunday,

1000 to 2000 fs, the Expert/ Pro rodeowill be—114€ 6.
at theosecond |Sédgg o erlrJarterro'\r/lc?l:oar\:\g the | Water levelsin April and early May are usually higher than fal flowsand the weather and

Intermediate/Advanced rodeowill beat Jaws_,_water temperaturesaregenerally morehospitable. Surprisingly, despitemorefavorablepaddling
If thewater level isabove 2000 cfs, there are =, Zonditions, the Bottom Moose usually sees far less pressure from boaters during the spring
couple of nice options within the first mile gi—-3¢ason. o ) . o
thegorge. Oneissue for this event isaccessfor | Boatershavemoreoptionsinthespringwhenother riversarerunning,” saidBottom Moose
non-boating spectators, if the rodeo is not at_|_-oordinator ChrisKoll."But the best time to run the Bottom Moose-both in terms o optimal
Big Rocks Hole. At any of the other location:, | #ater levelsand warm weather-is in thespring.” o _
non-boating spectators will have to be rafted | _ Boaterswho prefer to boat the Bottom Moose during thetraditional fall releaseseason will
across the river (to avoid walking over the__ind afull scheduledf datesin the autumn including Sunday, October 3; Saturday and Sunday,
railroad bridge and troubles with the For - Dctober 9-10; Saturday and Sunday, October 16-17; Saturday and Sunday, October 23-24; and
Service). T Saturday, October 30. o .

Makesuretoshow upearly and tostay afte: The annual Bottom Moose Festival is tentatively scheduled for the weekend of

theeventstoget insome paddling. Thereares—Jctober 16-17.

lotof local placestocreek and playwithinthirt
orforty minutesoftheWataugaand Nolichucky.

Check out the Elk and Doe rivers, or shoo: I\/I

down to the Green Narrowsfor some intens: I m-]r I

dam-released creeking. Other fun creeksinth

areaincludethe Wilson, Laurel, Beech, Upper S al r r l R A Cm
Buckeye, Boone Fork and Winklers. O a(:e n n Ou n

Contact Spencer Cooke(828-297-1257) or
Clem Newbold (828-295-4441)or moredetails,

information, or preregistration regarding the
High Country Triple Crown.

Raymond Cofton at 8ig Rocks on tre Nolicnucky.

The Missouri Whitewater Associationis having its 32nd annual slalom and downriver race
March 20 & 21ontheSt. Francis River. Thecontact personis DaveKovar (314) 752-4028e-mail
wahookovar @aol.com.
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Lynn Clark, of
Greenhouse Productions
drowns in kayaking
accident on the Ottawa
River, Sunday, Feh. 7

| just wanted to send a note to you al on
behalf on the NPFF. We wanted to acknowledge
to everyone that Lynn was a gifted film maker
who has contributed significantly over the past
few yearstothe National Paddling Film Festival.
Shesubmitted and had accepted her most recent
work "Significant Consequences: The Image d
Paddling From Both Sides o the Lens" for the
1999 NPFF competition. ThesynopsisLynnwrote
of this film, which is to be included in the 99
NPFF program, now unfortunately, bears an
even greater meaning with news of her death.
Shewrote:

"A gripping editorial/documentary that [ooks
at whitewater paddling in 1998, the increased
deathsof paddlers, river accidentsand the docu-
mentation of this. Includes a spellbinding seg-
ment of a near death experience of akayaker in
Western Quebec. The video is meant to be both
enlightening and thought provoking. The tone
issincere and quite somber."

Inentering" Significant Consequences” Lynn
was continuing her long and generousrelation-
ship with the National Paddling Film Festival.
By donating her talentedwork to beshowninthe
competitions, Lynn was successful in providing
NPFF audiences and other viewers of her videos
an insightful paddler's perspective of our sport.
Lynn's talented video entries directly enabled
the NPFF to generate much needed conserva-
tion fundstowardsthe preservationd therivers
and waterwayswe all love.

Some d the other informative, innovative and
entertaining entries Lynn, and her company,
Greenhouse Productions have contributed to the
NPFF competitions over the past nine years in-
clude:

1998 " Dancing With The River"

1997 "Kayaks and Coconuts: A Paddling
Odyssey in Honduras and Guatemala"
1995 Ottawa Dragon Boat Festival

1995 Underwhelmed

1994 Hymn of the Big Wheel

1992 Whitewater Baptism

1992 White Magic

1991 Just a Step to the Left

1991 Current Events

Lynnwasan artist of great depth and consid-
erable talent who will bedearly missed by those
of usservingwiththe NPFF. Thefilm committee
has unanimously agreed that the 1999 National
Paddling Film Festival shall be celebrated and
dedicated in honor of her memory.

Barry Grimes, 1999 NPFF Coordinator 124 Hilltop Dr.
Richmond, Ky 40475 (home phone) 606-623-9067 (e-
mail) bagrimi8pop.uky.edu NPFF) http://
www.surfbwa.org/npff http://www.awa.org

free

800.639.9

Northwest Kiver Supplies, Inc.
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| <athleen and Christopher Anderson

E'ilaﬁs_ Club

ﬂu_gﬁ F. Jr, Aberts
Shris Abess

David Ackerman
Anita and Dale Adams
3Stephen Adler
Nilliam H. Ahrens
Uancy and Ellis Alexander
Jiane Allemang

Holly & Chase Ambler
America Outdoors
Doug Ammons

Sarah B. Anderson
Appalachian Paddling Enthusiasts
blichael Aguilino

lrisha and Ruben Arana
2atricia Armstrong
“rancis D. Arnao

Vike Aronoff

Ann Griffith Ash

William S. Atkins

Brian M. Aubin

Elaine and Craig Baden
David Baer

Betty Lou Bailey

Rod Baird

Beth Baker

| Thomas C. Baker

Bob Barney

James E. Barrett

David C. and Anna L. Baum
Jim Deal]

E, Allen Bealle

Beartooth Paddler's Society
Les & Susan Bechdel
Frederick W. Beck

Keith Beck

Nesie Beecham-Brown

Lee Belknap

Chris Bell

Robert Bell

Chris Bellingham

| Roger E Belson, MID

Harold Bencowitz

Cathy Bender

Peter and Misty Benedict
Brian Benn

Bob Benner

Benscreek Canoe Club
Tom Beres

Susan &William Beresford
Frank Bering

Jane Bernstein

Randy Bigbee

Lisa Birskovich

| Ricky Blizzard

| Blue Ridge Voyageurs
Dr & Mrs Philip Bobrow

Wl 998 Honor Roll

T Nancy & Michael Bockelie t Michael Day
Arthur M. Bodin | Peter Dayton
Lowell Bohn | Darlyn Dealy
Charles Bok+ Denali Raft Adventures
Frank Bonnaress Roger A. Derrough
Robert Boofh Polk Deters
Steven W. Baath Jerry Diamondstein
Tim Boyd Tom Diegel
CharlesE. & Nascy Bratec | Keith Dinger
Hank and Kptfrlean Bl Catherine K. Donohue

| “Bob Brewer Stephen Dorick
Bill Bridger Jay Downer
Scott Bridglam | Gregory T. Driver
John T. Britton Ben And Brooke Drury
William R. Britton | Dan Dunlap

tRichard Brooks E. Tennessee Whitewater Club
Peter Bross Chuck Estes
Stephen Brown Stephen J. Ettinger
Karen Bucher Suzanne Feese
Mike Buck Matt Fejes
Sean Buckley Kenneth J. Ferguson
Wade Bullock Peter Ferguson
Rick Burchfield Chad S. Finch
Matt and Pennisi Butcher David C. Fiore
Elizabeth Caidwelt Curt Fish

i Risa Shimoda Caltaway Bill Fitch
Larry Calof William Fleagle
Bernard Y. Calvert, I Clayton B. Fletcher
Canoealaskalnc. | Kendall Flint
Bozo Cardozo Foothills Paddling Club

. Carolina Canoe Club [~ John Ford
Cascade Canoe & Kayak Centers | KentFord
Rod Cavanaugh Pauland Susan Forehand
Bob Center H. CharlesFoster
Chaco Sandals Tom Foster

. Antonia M. Chadwick, MD Stuart Fraser
Steve Champion Steven W. and Anne Frie
Jeffrey Channell Benno Friedman
Ty Chennault David &Jennifer Frierson
Jack Christensen | Dewey Fuller

| _Carolyn Cios Michael Gaffney
Michael W, Uark William Gallicano
Clarke Outdoors Robert S. Gannon
Thomas Cocker Ron and Connie Gardner
Dick "Sarge" Colgate Jeffrey B. Gartman

| Rich & Betty Conde Boh Gedekoh
Russ Condrey Keith Gershon
Michael L. Cook Pat Gerstenberger
Linc and Lois Cornell Mathew and Pam Giltner
Paul Cranium Lawrence E. Gladieux

| Jonathan C. Creighton Sandy Glick Dave Glickerman
Elise & Richard Creswell George & Clarice Gordon
Terry and Karen Curtin Lance Gorman
Art Dahlberg | Dag Grada
Channing Dale David Graham
Rex Dalrymple Grand Canon Private Boaters Assn
Joe Damboise | Kenneth Grasing
Tom & Maria Daniel Frank Gratz
Charles W. Dautremont David C. Graumlich
Dirk Davidson | Charles Graves
Joel Davis -
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areater Baltimore Canoe Club
Javid Greenwald

0n Gregg

Jale Griffiths

3ill Grist

Javid Groening

aunderson Family

lichard R. & Julie A Haick
Michael E Hallinan

Viike and Jay Hallinan

Inn Halverson

Scott Hamel

Jon Hamilton

| Tom Hamilton

- —_

4 Mark Hermann

Joger Hammer
I.Kevin Hannon
zdward and Ann Hanrahan
Jobbie Hansen

3obert Hansen

Sharles L. Harris
Aarvey L. Harris

J. and D- Hart

Alex Harvey

Tren Haselton

4- David Hawkins
Thomas Scott Hawkins

| Bruce Hayes

Ron Healy

Garter & Potter, Ursy Hearn
David Carter Hearn

Stanley Heatwole

Donald R. Hzge

Tim Henry

Herrmann Faifiily

David P.& Jean iviarie Hersey
Larry Hersman

Christopher Hest

Mike | Hodgman

Randy and Joan Hodnett

1Kevin Hoffman

Mark Hogeboom
George Hohnsbeen
Bob Holding

Karen J. Holdsworth
John R. Holleran
Kenneth P. Holmes
Bill Holt

Daniel Holzman
Richard Hood
Richard L. Hopley
Sherwood Horine
Paul Horner

John Horning
Phyllis Horowitz
Kevin Howe

Mark E. Hubbard
Donald D. Huber
Edward P. Hughes
John Isaacs
Robert Jackson
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Robert & Charlotte Jackson
r—Jackson Hole Kayak Club
Brian Jacobson

David Jaffe

Alan F. James

Tom James

W. Adam James

Don Jarrell

Ken Jasko

Tom and Peggy Jenkins
Susan Jensen

Sarah Jessup

Dan Jezek

Andrew Jillings

William V. Joerger
Marilyn Johnson

Ron Johnson

Bob Jones

Daniel G. Jones

Doug Jones

K-Kamps

Paul & Lyn Karpick
John D- Karry

Josh Karzen

Stanley Kaskey
Jonathan Katz

Linda and John Kazimierczyk
KCCNY

Fred W. Keefer

Keel Haulers Canoe Club
William 0. Keese

James Keithly

Shris Kelly

Ruth 1. Kendig

Vichael Kennedy

Shris Kiehl

3ritan A. Kilbourne
3onald Killen

3ruce Kitney

Jeff Kling

3ill Knowlton

John A. Kobak

Shris And Caron Koll
Tom Kosmalski

sharles D. Koteen

Nick Kowalski

Robert Krase

3rian Krueger

Robin and Roman Kucharczyk
Todd R. Kueny

lohn Kuthe

Sharron Laas

Beorge Laird

lark A. Lambeit

Slayton Landey

Wike and Ellen Langford
lim & Suzetta Large
Dorey Largman
Watthew Lawrence

loe Lawson

Allen L. Lear

ohn Leatham

areg Lee

lehigh Valley Canoe Club

1998 Honor Roll

Ralph Leibfarth

Todd and Nancy Leigh
Jeffrey R. Leighton
Chad Lesniewski

Art Lever

Gary Lewandowski
Kevin L Lewis

Irene Lin

Greg Lind

Steve Lingo

Lance Lippencott
George Longshore
Jim Low

Jim Lucas

Scott Lyclen

Don Malliett

Francis Mallory
Chris Marsh

Paul Marshall
Kathlee Martin

Kerry Marumoto
David Mason

Jim, Jill, Bri Matthew
Bruce Matthews
George May

Oscar Mayer

John W McGain
Lynn M. McCanse
Jim McCarthy

Sam McCleskey
Tom McCloud
James E. McComb, MD
Patrick McCormick
Randy McDonald
David E. McFaden
Frank McGowan
Patricia A. McHenry
Donna McMaster
Mike & Barb McQuade
Meador Family

Dirk Medema
Deborah G Mellet
Metropolitan Transportation Auth.
Chuck Meyer

Steve Miles

Donald S. Millard
Steven Miller, MD
Brad Milner

Kevin Mitchel!
Debbie Mohier
Robert & Elizab. Molyneaus
Phil Montgomery

_ Richard Montgomery

Greg Moore
Hiroyuki Morishita
Donald Morris
Jim Moser

Robert J. Mosley
Matt Muir

Penny S. Myers
Richard Nagle
Bruce Nayowith
Nathan & Dee Dee Ng
Doug Nicholson

Robert A. Nicholson
Gary L. Northeimer
Sean Norton

Laurie Jean Nye
David K. Ogilvie
Ohio Valley Whitewater Club
John Oleary
Olympic Raft And Guide Service
Marcus G, Organschi
James F. Orofino
Darryl D. Oft

Dennis and Molly Overly
Alan Overmoe

David S. Overstreet
Lee Owen

Steve Pace
PaulPadyk

Mark Paigen

Sean Pander
Donnie Lee Parclue
Aida Parkinson
Russell H Partain
James Patrick

Z Cartter Patter, [l
Thomas M. Patterson, Jr
Tom Paulson

Laurie S. Pearl
Sage Pearl

John Peeler

Richard Penny
Annie Petsonk
Evans Phelps

Cliff Phillips
Margaret Piety
Drummond Pike
Douglas Pineo
Louis Pittard

Jim Pitton
Planetary Gear

Bill Pollock

K.W. Potter

Ed Powell

Chris Prangley
Walter H. Pralt
Tonya and Efie Princen
Douglas Proctor
Leonard Prosnitz
Chris Puchner

Pam Putman

Daniel Pyatt

Tom Quarles
Jerome D. Buinn
Eric Ralston

Dean Randash
Michael Ranstead
John Reifsteck
Robert E. Rensch
Christopher Reyna
lan Rice

Rick Richards

Tom Richardson
Jeff Richman

Craig Richter

Mark Rickman
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i Dorothy Lees Riddle
| Larry R. Riffle
|~ Brian Riggs
+Rick Rizzolo
L_W. Leroy Robbins
Michael L. Roberts
7 ~Jason D. Robertson
+Armand J. Rodriguez
["Rick and Barbara Rogers
. _John Jr. Ropes
i~ Scott Rosenbaum
+David Rosenberg
[-Mike Rudd
|_Andy Rutter
[ ~Mike, Joyce and Linda Ryan
+~Mackay Salley
|_Brent Samples
|_Gary and Belinda Sanda
I ~Doug Sanders
i-Greg Schackel
|_Roger Schaff ner
|_Mark Schappert
~Wade and Jeanne Scherer
—Gabriella Schlidt
1 Keith Schloss
. John T. Schneller
7 ~John Schroeder
+Jim Schumacher
[_Timothy W. Scotield
[ Jim Scott
"Mark Scriver
+Frederic D, Seifer
Jeff Seigrist
Kathy A Sercu
Tim Shanahan
Anthony Shaw
Chase Sheridan
Ben Sherman
Charles B Sherwood
Dwight W. Shuler
Michael Sidell
| Sierra Club Loma Prieta Ch.
| Henee SiImmons
—Roger M. Singer
Dick Sissor
Lu Anne Slean
Jim Small
David Smalksy
David Smiley
Christopher Smeer
Michael H Smith
Stacy A Smith
Todd Smith
~T Thomas Snead
Susan Snider
Derek D. Snyder
Southweste:rn Whitew. Club
Spokane Canoe & Kayak Club
Erik Sprenne
David Stanley
Mike Stanley
Philip A. Starr
Rick Starr
| Larry Steffersmaiss
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Jim Stevenson

Ron Stewart

Steve Stohiman

Stracka Construction
John Strawbridge

Ken and Fran Strickland
Carl W. Suchovsky

John Kelly Survant
Douglas Swartz

Patrick and Hilary Sweeney
Eugene Tani

Michael & Caroline Tanksley
Frances & Lindsey Tanner
Charles E. Taylor

Gordon T.C. Taylor

Kathy Taylor

Robert J. Taylor

Steve L. Taylor

The Mountaineers
Richard Thistle

Axel and Alex Thomsen
Three Rivers Paddle Shop
Three Rivers Paddling Club
Lewis B. Todd; !l

Bob Tonnies

Town of Tallulah Falls
Robert Tyler

Kate Udall

Laura J. Ulibarri

Gaylon Umbarger
Stephen J Vanasco, Dr
John E. Vanluik

Greg Velzy

Vermont Paddlers Club
Marja and Lewis Wagman
William C. Waickman
Hans Wain

Charlie and Sandra Walbridge

Steve Waldorf

Robby Walker

David Wallace

Steve E. Wallace

Alfred R. Washington
Washington Kayak Club
Steve Waterstrat
Bucknell Webb

Chris Webster

Grant Weidenbach
Peter L. Weingarten

Bill Wells

lan Daniel Wessler
Patrick S. West
Western Carolina Paddlers
Steve Wheeler

Dane White

Mark And Andrea White
Whitewater Challengers
Sara Whitner

T- Douglas Wilson, Jr.
Graham Winkelman
Willy Witt

Joanna Wolf

Steve Wolfe

Dottie Woodward
Candice Clark Wozniak
Greg Yorke

Steven Young

Thomas Yurista
Denise Zembryki

Andy Zimet

William Hope Zoliman

Mga Donors

Arkansas Canoe Club
John Arthur

William 0. Bank

Steve Barnett

Jon Becker

David J Berg

Birmingham Canoe Club
Robin Booth

Ted Bost

Rich Bowers

Alan and Suzanne Bressler
Steven Butler

Canoe Cruisers Assn
Central Georgia River Runners
Dana D. Chalfant

Thomas | Christopher

Al J. Cunningham

Scott Duffens

Randy Ebersole

| Stephen D. Ensign

Paul J Epstein

Jeff Essmann

Vann and Laura Evans
Bill & Alison Falinski
David Fallside

Richard Fernald

Float Fishermen of Virginia
Michael French

Ben Garnett

Edward Gertler

Hans & Gail Geyer
Nancy Gilbert

John Goshee

Jim Haines
RobHeineman

Andy Held

Robin P. Hertz

Paul Holmes
Housatonic Area Canoe & Kayak Sq.
William Huber
Richard L. Hudson
Charles M. Johnson
David K. Joyce

Don and Nanci Kinser
Tom Klingbeil

Bill Krissoff

Fritz Kucklick

Keith Labrecque
Leapin Lounge Lizards
Emilio J. LeDonne
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Torey Lenoch

Dan Lenox

Dionigi Maladorno
Robert Maloney
Mason Dixon Canoe Cruisers
John McClenny

James and Sandra McEwan
Kevin Mendik
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Gregg Merchen
Edward Moreadith
Peter Muller

James Murphy

Karen Murray

Chris Nuthalt

Bill Reagan

Shawn Rebertson
Steve & Laura Rossetter
Ted Rowe

Steve Scarborouah

Bill Sedivy

Dave Shermanator
Peter N. Skinner

Loren Starcher

Craig Steury

Sue Strumbel

Andrea S. Tarr

Rick W. Teague
Tennessee Valley Canoe Club
Gracie Thompson

Mac Thornton

Brad Treat

Jeff Ursoy

Stephen Vitale

Jim Wagner

W.R. Waugh

John R. Wilson

David Wolf

Jay D. Wright

Fred Young and Family
Nick Zervos

$500+

Milt Aitken

Landis Arnold

Dwight Aspinwall
Suzanne Benson

Bob and Linda Cooley
James L. Corey

Garl J. Erb

Susan and Robert Glanville
i3reg Gustafson

Ridge Hundley

(ern River Alliance

Scott Murray

lorthwest River Supplies
Nicholas B. Paurngarten
Viowry Smith

3redt Stanley

Zichard and Pam Sullivan
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Barry Tuscano,

Viking Canoe Club
Wave Sports
Whitewater Photograph
Susan Wilson

$1,000+

Animas River Races Association
Chota Canoe Club

Jim Cowan and Diane Arthur
Joel E. Freedman

Joseph Greiner

Ralph Harvey

Joe Holt

Sara Ransford Joy

Oregon Kayak and Canoe Club
Philadelphia Canoe Club

Joe Pulliam

Ken Ransford

Adrianne and Eric Ryan

Ben Stanley

Paul Tefft

John K. Victor

$2,500+

Bluegrass Wildwater Assn.
Coastal Canoeists Inc.
Coosa River Paddling Club
Jay P.K. Kenney

Bill and Janet Masters
Perception Inc.

T. Braedens, Inc.

Mgar
Foundation

-Grants

Compton Foundation
Geraldine Dodge Foundation
Great Lakes Preservation Fund

| Gund Foundation

Jay P.K. Kenney Foundation
William C. Kenney Foundation
Mott Foundation

Packard Foundation

¢ PPatagonia

Pew Charitable Trusts
Powerbar
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Congratulations to all
of Team Wave Sport for a hha
rippin’ 98 season. WS results )

warun WA

inchuda a clean sweep of the top ¥ oy
thrae places in both Men's & Women's NOWR Point Series Championships. Individual rodeo wing: 42 firet places,
23 second places. 26 third places. For mare about Wave Spart, call (F701736-0080 or surf www wavesport.com
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