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River House 
Productions 

R 111111 
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T h r i l l  to some of the best boaters in 
i , the East getting munched, crunched 

and generally thumped and purmnclled on 
one of the premiere hair runs in the 
Appalachians. A radical soundtrack by Bill 
Perkins highlights this non-stop, 
action-packed video. 

30 Minutes $ 2 4 9 5  + ",'$: 

The Aquanaut 
I am about to divulge something 

that I haven't told a soul. 
A real secret. Not a dark one, mind 

you Not a morbid confession. But a 
revelation, nonetheless. 

Actually, its something that I'm 
rather proud of. But I've been very 
reticent to go public. I know what can 
happen if you boast about such things. 

I'm not superstitious. Really, I'm 
not. 

But as my mother used to say, 
"Pride goes before a fall." And, "God 
does not always strike with a stick." 

But, what the hell ... I'll take my 
chances. Here it is... 

I didn't swim last vear! 
Not even once! 
For the first time in my twelve year 

kayaking career I made it through a 
calendar year without a single swim. 

This might not sound like a big 
deal to you, but to me it represents a 
monumental milestone. 

You see, I have a longstanding and 
colorful history of aqua& mis&-en- 
tures. Ask any of my friends; they'll be 
more than happy to tell you God 
knows, they've got the ammunition. 
They can, and gladly will, recount in 
exquisite and painful detail every swim 
I ever made. (Of course, none of them 
can remember any of their own!) 

The fact is, during my first seasons 
on the rivers, I accepted swimming as 
a way of lie. And believe me, back 
then I wasn't alone. 

You see, unlike most Pittsburgh 
boaters, I did not hone my skills on the 

class I1 and I11 waters of Slippery Rock 
Creek and the Lower Yough. No ... I 
learned to paddle on the Cheat one 
early spring. It was class IV (we 
thought it was class V back then ... the 
guide book said so); it was very cold, 
and the level fluctuated tremendously 
from weekend to weekend. 

I had only experienced moving wa- 
ter two times before I naively survived 
the Cheat the first time. Admittedly, I 
had learned to roll in a pool the pre- 
ceding winter and, to my credit, I did 
manage to right myself quite a few 
times on those maiden voyages. But, 
unfortunately, I didn't manage to roll 
quite a few times too. 

During that first spring, I swam ev- 
ery rapid major rapid on the Cheat ... 
several times. It didn't worry me... 
other folks were swimming right be- 
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side me. During that era lots of boat- 
ers learned in the school of hard 
knocks. Not everyone mastered one 
class of whitewater before graduating 
to the next. 

You young 'uns might not believe 
it, but there was a lot more swimming 
going on then than there is now. Take 
Pillow Rock on the Gauley, for in- 
stance. I remember that during the fall 
of my first year of boating (yes, I 
paddled.. and swam... the Gauley and 
the Upper Yough that first year) 
roughly one out of five boaters were 
deposited, sans boat, in the pool at the 
base of Pillow. 

There was an established ritual to 
running Pillow. First you scouted.. 
nervously watching a few other fools 
take a thumping. Then, when your 
anxiety level had reached a peak, you 
gave ityour best shot ... and got your 
butt kicked. Finally, you sat on the 
rocks and cheered as a bunch more 
people got trashed (This was the best 
part.) The same ritual was repeated at 

Sweet's Falls. It would have happened 
at Iron R i g  too, but hardly anyone ran 
Iron R i g  back then. (It used to be 
Class VI! The guide book said so.) 

Over the years probably no one 
f ~ h e d  me out more than the legendary 
C1 paddler, Dean Tomko. Each time 
he solemnly and patiently reiterated 
what I came to think of as Tomko's 
Law ... "No matter how bad t h i i  
seem, no matter how exhausted, or 
breathless, or cold, or miserable you 
are, it will only get worse if you get out 
of your boat." Nine times out of ten 
Dean was right. 

Well, eventually, I got better and I 
swam less frequently. But I never gave 
it up entirely. I clung to my aquatic tra- 
dition like a obstinate toddler unwill- 
ing to give up his blankey. 1 still man- 
aged to humiliate myself several times 
a season. That I had started to view my 
swims as disgraceful indicates that I 
was making some progress. But, as I 
swam less frequently, my swims be- 
came increasingly more spectacular, 

FORUM 
often reaching epic proportions. 

Recirculation in gigantic hydraulics 
became a recurrent theme. Big Nasty 
at eight feet. Greyhound at five. An 
unnamed monster on Quebec's Magpie 
that held me for nearly five minutes ... 
and brought me as close to drowning 
as I ever want to come. 

But pinning in awkward places 
was another of my waterloos. The 
chance that this would happen seemed 
to be directly proportional to the cali- 
bre of the company I was keeping. 
The more of the Friendsville elite that 
were paddling nearby, the greater the 
likelihood that I would screw up. So it 
was two years ago at First Island on 
the Big Sandy. Snyder, Coleman, 
Regan, Zbel ... they all witnessed that 
fiasco. 

The same crew observed my clos- 
est call last year. I was paddling the 
Upper Yough at a juicy 2'6" during the 
early spring and I thought I was alone. 
(Yes, Charlie, I know, that was really 
stupid.) I lost my line at Triple Drop 
and found myself side surfing the hole 
at the bottom. I had made this mistake 
before and never had much trouble ex- 
tricating myself from the monster's 
grasp. But on this occasion I was pad- 
dliig my new, short, high volume 
creek boat; and it settled into the hole 
like a mean old clucker hen into her 
nest. 

I surfed that sucker for three or 
four minutes, desperately trying every 
maneuver in my repertoire to break 
free. The water was ice cold and I was 
totally exhausted. I had just about re- 
signed myself to defeat, knowing full 
well this meant that I would be flushed 
boatless through the next rapid, Na- 
tional Falls. This was going to be de- 
cidedly unpleasant, and I stole a 
glance downstream in contemplation 
of my fate. 

That's when I spotted them ... the 
Big Dogs of Friendsville, sitting in the 
eddy below National, enjoying the 
spectacle. Now you might imagine 
that under the circumstances I would 
be relieved, knowing that they would 
be there to deal with the carnage of 
my impending yard sale. Well, let me 
tell you, nothingcould be further from 
the truth. 

All I could think was,"Oh,no! Don't 
make an ass of yourself in front of 
them again." 



FORUM 
I decided to give it one last, desper- 

ate try, flipping intentionally and ex- 
tending my body and my paddle into 
the backwash. After three or four cen- 
turies the terrible pounding in my ears 
diminished and the violent pummeling 
of my body ceased, and I realized that I 
was free. But my troubles weren't 
over; I still had to roll. 

And I had practically no strength 
and even less breath. The only th i i  I 
had going for me was the fear of morti- 
fication. And that was enough. It took 
three tri es... and it was sloppy as hell ... 
but I managed to right myself. 

And were they all impressed? Hell, 
no! 

In fact, one of the things that I've 
noticed about swimming is that the re- 
ally, really good boaters aren't uptight 
about it at all. When you tackle class V 
and VI water on a regular basis, an oc- 
casional swim is inevitable. The truly 
hot boaters that I know joke about 
their debacles. Of course they only 

F e a t u r ~ n g  q u a l i t y  p r o d u c t s  f r o m  
Perception, Aqua te r ra ,  Extrasport, 
Voyageurs, Poc~fic Water Sports, Blue 
Puma, Body Glove, Werner and more. 

Write for our FREE Catalog of River Gear. 
Dealers: Ask obout our Rescue Bogs, 
Sprayskirts, and Pogies. 

WILDWATER DESIGNS 
230 PENLLYN PIKE. PENLLYN. PA 19422 

215-646-5034 

swim in rapids with names like Gorilla 
and Big Splat and Bodysnatcher and 
Do or Die, whereas I have been 
known to get into trouble in rapids 
with names like Dimples and Donut 
and Piddley. Somewhere there is a 
rock garden named Heidi's Petunia 
Patch, and, with my luck, someday I'll 
swim it. 

But when I do, I won't pretend that 
it didn't happen It's the insecure 
wannabees who try to deny their 
swims and get flustered when some- 
one mentions them (and, believe me, 
there is always someone around who 
will.) 

One of my paddling mentors, Wic 
Walker, once consoled me after a hu- 
miliating swim by saying that, "If you 
don't swim once in a while, you're not 
pushing yourself hard enough." 
(Walker's Law) 

And, after my first swim free sea- 
son, that's the one thing that worries 
me. Maybe in my advanced age I've 

become too cautious. Maybe my swim 
free season was not a function of skill, 
or even luck, but a function of impend- 
ing wussydorn 

That's a terrible consideration. .. 
but it's burden that I probably won't 
carry for long. You see, I've already 
had a number of close calls thii year, 
and I have a sneaking suspicion that 
my streak is about to end. 

Like I said, I'm really not supersti- 
tious. It's just that I know that by writ- 
ing thii article I have sealed my fate. 

Boasting about not swimming is al- 
most as dangerous as laughing when 
someone elses swims or loading your 
boat onto the roof of a shuttle vehicle 
backwards. 

And so, sadly, by the time you read 
thii, yours truly, the Mark Spitz of the 
whitewater world, will almost surely 
be back in form! 

Bob Gedekoh 
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The American 
Whitewater Affiliation 
(AWA) is a national 
organization with a 
membership of over 
1300 whitewater boating 
enthusiasts and more 
than 50 local canoe club 
affiliates. The AWA was 
organized in 1961 to 
protect and enhance the 
recreational eqjoyment 
of whitewater sports in 
America 

EDUCATION: Through publica- 
tion of a bi-monthly j o d ,  the 
AWA provides information and 
education about whitewater rivers, 
boating safety, technique, and 
equipment. 

CONSERVATION: AWA main- 
tains a national inventory of 
whitewater rivers, monitors poten- 
tial threats to whitewater river 
resources through its "River 
Watch" system, publishes infonna- 
tion on river conservation, works 
with government agencies to pro- 
tect and preserve freeflowing 
whitewater rivers, provides techni- 
cal advice to local groups regardmg 
river management and river conser- 
vation AWA also gives annual 
awards to individuals to recognize 
exceptional contributions to river 
conservation and an annual 
"hydromania" award to the pro- 
posed hydroelectric power project 
which would be most destructive 
of whitewater. 

EVENTS: AWA organizes sport- 
ing events, contests and festivals to 
raise funds for river conservation. 
Since 1986, AWA has been the prin- 
cipal sponsor of the annual Gauley 
River Festival in Summersville, 
West Virginia, the largest gathering 
of whitewater boaters in the nation, 
other than international racing 
events. 

SAFETY: AWA promotes pad- 
dling safety, publishes reports on 
whitewater accidents, and main- 
tains both a uniform national 
ranlang system for whitewater riv- 
ers (the International Scale of 
Whitewater Difiiculty) and the in- 
ternationally recognized Safety 
Code. 

ORGANIZATION AND PUR- 
POSES: AWA was incorporated 
under Missouri non-profit corpora- 
tion laws in 1961 and maintains its 
principal mading address at PO 
Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464. AWA 
has been granted tax exempt status 
by the Internal Revenue Service un- 
der section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1954. The charter 
includes the following purposes: 
encourage the exploration, eqjoy- 
ment, and preservation of 
American recreational waterways 
or man-powered craft, protect the 
wilderness character of waterways 
through conservation of water, for- 
ests, parks, wildlife, and related 
resources; promote appreciation 
for the recreational value of wilder- 
ness cruising and of white-water 
sports. 

PROFESSIONAL STAFF: Ex- 
cept for membership services and 
the Executive and Conservation Di- 
rectors position, all AWA 
operations, including publication of 
the bi-monthly magazine, are 
handled by volunteers. 
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What's Up? 
Water level readings from selected 

North American river level gauges are 
"up'' on Waterline! 

Water levels at your favorite boating 
spots, and more you haven't explored 

yet, may be "up" too! Find out for sure 
where the best conditions are by 

calling Waterline while you're planning 
your next river adventure. 

Readings are updated continually 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Call toll-free, any time of day, for 
information, sample readings and river 
gauge lists. We'll mail you details or if 

you have a fax number handy, we'll fax 
you everything you need to call our 

Waterline gauge phone right now for 
today's river levels. 



December 28,1992 

Dear Sir: 
Let me take this op- 

portunity to thank you for 
the opportunity to discuss 
your editorial in the No- 
vember/ December issue 
of American 
Whitewater. I would like 
to take this opportunity to 
clanfy that, on both the 
Gauley and the New 
River, on lands owned by 
the National Park Service, 
we are not denying access 
to private boaters to Class 
V or any other class of 
whitewater. I would also 
like to clarify that Park 

Rangers w o r m  on the 
Gauley and the New have 
not and will not threaten 
to arrest hlghly skilled, 
competent whitewater 
kayakers who are utilizing 
state of the art life jackets 
which may or may not be 
Coast Guard approved. 
However, that is not to 
say that if a Ranger ob- 
serves someone who is a 
total novice doing some- 
thing with inadequate 
equipment and, thus, 
placing themselves and 
perhaps others in danger 
or jeopardy would not in- 
tervene. In such a case, 
the Ranger has a hgh ob- 
hgation, both legally and 
morally, to intervene. 
However, as outlined 
above, this obhgation is 

not extended to 
hlghly-qualified, compe- 
tent squirt boaters. 

Dunng our conversa- 
tion, you made several 
references to the Park 
Service's planning efforts 
and input (or possibility of 
input) and/or the lack of 
input from private boat- 
ers. For your information, 
I have taken the liberty to 
add your name to our 
m a w  list. In the future, 
you will be advised by our 
planning office of all pub- 
lic meetlngs and 
related-to-park develop- 
ment. In addition, you 
should receive a copy of 
all planning documents as 
they are produced. Hope- 
fully, this will allow you 
and/or your organization 

4 " -  P.O. Box 65 
Twin Lakes, CO 

81251 
Phone/FAX (7 19) 486-1 295 ? CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 

the opportunity to estab- 
lish firmer communication 
lines with those members 
of the Park Service that 
are charged with planning 
development for both the 
Gauley and the New 
River. 

In closing, let me, once 
again, thank you for the 
opportunity to comment 
on your recent edtorial. 
As I commented on the 
phone, my office is always 
open to you or any mem- 
ber of your group who 
would like to stop by and 
discuss challenges, oppor- 
tunities, andlor problems 
associated with the Park 
Service and its develop- 
ment andlor management 
of the Gauley and 
New Rivers. 

- 
\ - 

KAYAK THE OTTAWA ....................................... 
Big, warm, clean a n d  deep 

water  mean the Ottawa is fast 
becoming the favourite pad- 

dling river for North American 
K a y a k  Clubs a n d  Groups. 
Wilderness Tours, Canada's largest 

and leading outdoor adventure outfitter 
looks forward to hosting your group 
for a week of paddling the Ottawa's 

Main and Middle Channels, while based 
at our 650clcre Adventure Resort. 

Learn-To-Kayak Week: 
beginner and intermediate paddlers 
Sun thru Fri, midJune thru August. 

Lowcost air travel available. 

Wilderness Tours 
Box 89, Beachburg, Ontario, Canada 

1-800-267-9166 
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Sincerely, 
Bill Blake 
Chief Ranger 
National Park Service 
Glen Jean, WV. 25846 

Editor's Rep& 
The mngers who have 

attempted to deny access 
to class 5 water in West 
Virginia worked for the 
state at Blackwater Falls 
and Tygart Valley State 
Parks. Those threaten- 
ing to arrestsquirt boat- 
ers for using non Coast 
Guard approved 
yfloatation worked for the 
West Virginia DM?. My 
editorial did not state, 
and I did not mean to 
imply, that National 
Park Rangers were in- 
volved in these speczfic 

issues. I fmy  c o m m t s  
were misunderstood, I 
a m  sorry. 

I stand m y  observa- 
tion that there has been 
increasing tension be- 
tween private boaters 
and the National Park 
Service at the New and 
the Gauley. I must say 
that, during our recent 
conversatirm, Mr. Blake 
seemed to genuine1 y 
want to communicate 
and work with private 
boaters regarding this 
situation. I hope that 
those readen who are 
dissatisfied with Uze 
m a w e m e n t  of the New 
and Gauley will contact 
him. 

I stand by m y  state- 
ment thut National Park 

Service oJicials have 
prohibited kayakers 
from paddling rivers in 
Yellowstm2e and Glacier. 

Bob Gedekoh 

Dear Editor: 
1992 was unquestion- 

ably a terrible year for the 
raftlng industry in West 
Virginia. As most 
whitewater enthusiasts 
know there were rafting 
fatalities on all three of 
the rivers with commer- 
cial rafting operations. 
The West Virginia Depart- 
ment of Natural Re- 
sources regulates opera- 
tions on the New, Cheat 

(307) 746-5389 
Second skin Pile@ 
tights, vests, and 
one-piece suits 

Innovation 
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"Upper Youg hn 
Riverside Shop 
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LETTERS 
and Gauley Rivers. In 
1992, the number of 
guests allowed on the 
New and Gauley was 
changed so as to create 
more parity between the 
licenced outfitters. Did 
this create an unsafe envi- 
ronment? 

Let's examine the inci- 
dents and try to find some 
common factors in the 
raftlng fatalities on the 
New, Gauley and Cheat 
Rivers. All three fell into 
the most common statisti- 
cal parameters. The vic- 
tims, as in the majority of 
all r a f t i i  fatalities, were 
middle-aged women. All 
three were ejected from 
their rafts and then car- 
ried by the current down- 
stream into entrapment. 
Most guides would agree 
that women seem to re- 
spond to their commands 
more readily than their 
male counterparts. So 
why did these women 
perish? 

Perhaps they followed 
instructions too well. Be- 
fore each trip a safety ori- 
entation is given to all 
paddlers. It is almost mi- 
versally stated that once a 
paddler is out of the raft 
they should float on their 
back with their feet up, 
pointed downstream. 
This eliminates any possi- 
bility of the swimmer try- 
mg to stand up in fast 
moving water and possi- 
bly entrapping their feet. 
This is the s@e most 
common form of entrap- 
ment and it is very d i i -  
cult to effect rescue. 

Since two of the sce- 
narios involved hlgh wa- 
ter, foot entrapment was 
hlghly unlikely. The third 
took place where the cur- 



LETTERS 

rent took her directly to a 
very large undercut rock. 
If these individuals had 
swum aggressively back to 
the nearest raft or shore, 
tam a more active role 
in their own rescue, all 
three incidents might 
have been avoided. Any- 
one who has tried swim- 
ming while in the previ- 
ously mentioned position 
knows it's an exercise in 
futility. It's a strong possi- 
bility that the instructions 
they received were a large 
factor in their deaths. 

Because of West 
Virginia's consistent water 
flow and easy access for 
millions of whitewater 
enthusiasts,it is emerging 

as the nation's and world's 
leader in the whitewater 
industry. As such, it's 
time the various busi- 
nesses that comprise this 
enterprise set aside their 
differences and create an 
atmosphere of coopera- 
tion. This will not only 
enhance the experience, 
but also make a safer envi- 
ronment for everyone 
concerned. Unless the 
owners can find a way to 
overcome arrogance and 
greed, the status quo will 
remain unchanged. 
Maybe these unfortunate 
incidents will shock the 
owners out of their cur- 
rent mind set of us against 
them. Then maybe the 

industry at large can meet 
in a spirit of cooperation 
and rethink standards 
that obviously need 
change. 

What is desperately 
needed on these large vol- 
ume rivers is some rescue 
techniques that can be re- 
alistically expected to ef- 
fect rescue. One of the 
more well known swift 
water rescue schools 
came to the New River 
not long ago. They found 
that the techniques devel- 
oped on smaller rivers 
were nearly impossible 
toimplement on this large 
volume river. Days two 
and three of the course 
were subsequently moved 

Not because you want to be different ... 
Because you want to be 

BETTER! 
Caper and Encore. Two new solo playboats 
designed to encourage, not prohibit, proper 
paddling technique. Whitewater canoes for 
paddlers, not floaters. Call or write for free 
catalog featuring all five Dagger models. 

CANOE COMPANY, INC. 
PO Box 1500, Harriman TN 37748 (615) 882-0404 

to the nearby Meadow 
River, where they then 
completed their course 
and conferred certificates 
of completion to those 
that satisfactorily f ~ h e d  
the course. Hopefully 
their graduates realized 
that most of the tech- 
niques wouldn't work in 
their work environment, 
the New River. When are 
techniques that will work 
on these types of rivers 
golng to be developed and 
taught? Some type of 
boat rescue is the most 
reasonable method that 
could be used and tech- 
niques expanded on. 

We owe it to ourselves 
and those that place their 
trust in us to develop safe 
and sound methods of 
prevention, and when 
necessary, rescue. We 
must all find ways to pre- 
vent another year like 
1992. 

Theodore J. Vandell 

( Mr. Vandell is a video 
kayaker on the New and 
Gauley Rivers.) 

Editor's note: 
I a m  n o  expert on 

whitewater rescue tech- 
niques or Uze intricacies 
of the mfiing business, 
but I would like to o f f i  
the following observa- 
tions. 

Whitewater rafiing is 
a n  inherently d a n g i -  
ous activity, and, in 
spite of the best inten- 
tions and efforts of the 
outfitters, there are al- 
ways going to be mis- 
haps. That is why all 
commercial mfi custom- 
ers sign a detailed 
waiver before embark- 
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ing on river trips. Indi- 
viduals who are not 
willing to accept this 
risk should stay off Uze 
river. These people can 
get their whitewater 
thrills on the raYJt rides 
at amusement parks, 
where the mvfts ride on 
hidden track and the 
water current can be 
turned on and oflwith 
theflick of a switch, 

Having said that, I 
agree that Uze outfitters 
should do everything 
they can to rnake com- 
mercial raft trips as safe 
as possible. During the 
past several years foot 
entrapmmts and head 
injuries have caused 
several deaths on com- 
mercial mfting trips; 
facing downstream and 
keeping one's feet u p  re- 
duces these risks. How- 
ever, as Mr. Vandell 
points out, particularly 
when water levels are 
high, aggressively swim- 
ming for a safe haven 
may be a better choice. 
But can a n  unsophisti- 
cated, frightened raft 
customer be expected to 
m t i m l l y  decide which 
of these options is best in 
a given circumstance? 

A number of compa- 
nies that I respect have 
exceptimll y competent 
safety kayakers along on 
all their high water 
trips. OJen these indi- 
viduals are able to tow 
swimmers to safety, or 
at least stay by their side 
and coach Uzem until 
they are out of trouble. 

As for the competitive 
atmosphere in the my?- 
ing business, it is, of 
course intense and 
sometimes unpleasant. 

But during m y  years on 
the river, I can't think of 
any instances where I 
thought it caused Uze 
outfitters to imperil 
Uzeir customers. During 
a number of mishaps 
that I have observed, I 
have been gratified to 
see the outfitters put 
aside their differences 
and cooperate to effect a 
rescue. 

Bob Gedekoh 

Dear Editor. 
While we were enjoy- 

ing a winter holiday on 

the Smith River, some 
worthless trash stole our 
squirt boats. With the in- 
tent of discouragmg this 
type of slimy behavior, I 
would ask that boaters 
keep an eye out for a red 
New Wave Blgfoot with a 
yellow and purple 
Yin-Yang symbol on the 
stem and a gold New 
Wave Projet that fades to 
red near the edges. They 
also took a friend's 
Werner breakdown 
paddle. Positive identifica- 
tion can be made by look- 
ing for my name (Pam 
Esmon) on the New Wave 
tag in the Bgfoot, or the 
original owner's name 
(Jeff Holcomb) written in 
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the bottom of the Projet. 
Since the Blgfoot was less 
than six months old, you 
can imagme how my heart 
yearns to exterminate 
boat thieves everywhere. 
If you have any news of 
these boats, please call 
510-222-1535. There is a 
meager reward. 

Sincerely, 
Pam Esmon 

THE SOURCE FOR CUSTOM 
( ~k '  I(' BUILT BOATS 

hkin r 
wC/E WY q+>l;nlr'< 

7780 C h a m b e r  Hlll Rd. 
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Charlie Walbridge, Wildwater Designs 
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informative and energetic approach to advanced boating technique." 

Bob Foote, Foote products 
Available from your favorite whitewater store or send $33.95 to: 
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"Money from 
developed nations 

continues to be 
used by the 

World Bank to 
destroy precious 
and irreplaceable 

natural 
resources." L 

Chile's Bio Bio endangered by 
Dams  funded by World Bank 

Despite pleas by leaders of the anh Funds 10 Bio Dams pehuenche ,,, tribe 

Despite AWA's Plleas environmentalists, who came to 
WashmpJon, D.C. several times last 

The International Finance Cor- 
poration (IFC), an arm of the World 
Bank, has voted to fund a 
$465,000,000 dam on Chrle's Bio 
Bio River. The Pangue Project is 
the first of six dams proposed for 
Chile's world renowned whitewater 
river. 

The American Whitewater Asso- 
ciation has voiced profound disap- 
pointment in the IFC's decision. Ac- 
c o r m  to AWA Director Pope Bar- 
row, the project still faces wide- 
spread opposition in Chile, as well 
as a barrage of legal actions; but the 
IFC's decision will make the 
effort to protect the Bio Bio more 
difficult. 

year to ask for a more thorough en- 
vironmental analysis of the project, 
the IFC refused to delay processing 
the loan. 

The AWA has supported environ- 
mentalists and native nghts groups 
in Chile in their efforts to protect 
the Bio Bio from the six dams 
planned by the gigantic Chilean 
electric company, Endesa. 

"The Chileans put up a good 
fight," Barrow said, "but their argu- 
ments fell on deaf ears. European 
and Japanese World Bank represen- 
tatives seem to fimd dam 
construction an any river anywhere 
in the world with barely a glance at 
the environmental consequences. 
Money from developed nations con- 
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times to be used by the World 
Bank to destroy precious and irre- 
placeable natural resources." 

"The fundamental problem," 
Barrow said, "is that IFC member 
nations always rubber stamp deci- 
sions made by IFC staff. The staff 
has little concern for environmental 
ham or impacts on indigenous 
populations. IFC loan officers make 
their careers by pushmg money out 
the door to pour concrete, not by 
encouraging projects which protect 
the environment or improve the 
lives of native peoples." 

The Bio Bio, located in central 
Chile, is the last rekge of the 5,000 
Pehuenche Indians. The 
Pehuenche have lived in the 
Andean river valley for centuries, 
dependmg for their livelihood on 
harvesting pinion nuts from the 
rare Arcuaria tree. Jose Antolin 
Curriao Pincholet, a trdtional 
Pehuenche Indian leader, met with 
IFC officials earlier last year to 
voice the Indians' concerns. He ex- 
plained that the proposed hydro- 
power dams, together with the 
roads and associated development, 
will bring the traditional way of life 
of his tribe to an end. 

But the Bio Bio is not only irn- 
portant to native people accordmg 
to Barrow. "It is also an ecological 
treasure, a world famous recre- 
ational attraction, and a rich store- 
house of biodiversity." 

Chilean scientists predict that 
the dams will devastate toregion's 
ecosystem, ruin downstream water 
supplies and damage fisheries. 

"The downstream impacts are 
not being seriously considered by 
the IFC," complained Juan Pablo 
Orrego, General Coordinator for 
Grupo de Accion por El Bio Bio 
(GABB) . GABB is a Chilean orga- 
nization which has taken the lead 
in opposing the dams. 

Opposition to the dams is grow- 
mg in Chile. Several thousand pro- 
testers marched on Endesa's of- 

fices in Santiago in December to 
show their support for the 
Pehuenche in their battle to stop 
the project. 

Three lawsuits have been filed in 
Chilean courts by environmental- 
ists, Indians, farmers and fisher- 
men. Fernando Dougnac, Chile's 
lea- public interest lawyer,is ar- 
guing one of the cases before the 
Court of Appeals in Concepcion. 
He expects the Court to declare 
Endesa's use of the river illegal un- 
der Chile's constitutional guarantee 
of a right to a clean environment 
and under provisions of Chile's wa- 
ter code, which prohibits harm to 
water users located downstream. 
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uring their free 
time, Wendy Wion,  
Liz Paul and Marti 

Bridges challenge mon- 
strous whitewater in kay- 
aks, p a d m  rivers where 

At mndom: 
Wendy Wilson, 
Liz Paul and 
Marti Bridges 

verted and destroyed just 
because people aren't 
wdhg to change busi- 
ness as usual," she says. 

"There's enough 
water to go around for 

one b o n g  move could everyone, including fish 
turn a th- ride into a and wildlife. We just 
klUlng swim. have to find innovative 

But these strong-willed ways to make sure rivers 
women regularly face an 
even greater challenge- trying to 
reform the male dominated water 
establishment in Idaho. It is an in- 
timidating establishment, made up 
of farmers, ranchers, dam builders 
and bureaucrats. As the front line 
team for Idaho Rivers United, the 
three women are trying to bring 
more equity to the way water is 
managed in Idaho. In doing so, 
they are buckmg more than a cen- 
tury of tradition. 

"Changing the water establish- 
ment is harder than running a 
whitewater river," says Wendy 
Wilson, 35, founder and Executive 
Director of Idaho Rivers United. 
"After running a river, at least you 
have a sense of accomplishment. 
But in fighting to protect rivers, 
the most you get is a stay of ex- 
ecution. The developers always 
come back for one more try; you 
never know what's around the 
next bend." 

Idaho's bevy of free flowing 
whitewater rivers and placid blue 
ribbon trout streams deserve pro- 
tection, Wilson says. "Idaho's re- 
maining free flowing rivers are too 
spectacular to be dammed, di- 

serve everyone's needs." 
Idaho's rivers carry tremendous 

volumes of water, fueling the larg- 
est per capita water use in the na- 
tion. In average years, the Snake 
River yields 36 million acre feet of 
water, the equivalent of 36 million 
football fields filled to the depth of 
one foot. 

But the same values that draw 
hordes of recreationists to Idaho's 
rivers attract hydro developers. 
More than 50 dam proposals, large 
and small, are pendmg for Idaho's 
mountain streams at any one time. 
Waterfalls and rapids look like fall- 
ing greenbacks to hydro develop- 
ers. 

"I find the hydro developers 
the most aggravating because they 
have this blind ambition to capture 
a river and make it do their will," 
Wilson says. "We can work with 
fanners and irrigators and fmd 
common solutions, but hydro de- 
velopers are tough. Once they get 
a federal licence, they won't give 
you a pint." 

Idaho Rivers United isn't 
against all dams, Wilson points out. 
Idaho already has a number of 
dams that provide multiple public 



benefits on the Snake, Boise and 
Payette rivers. But due to the ex- 
tent of development in Idaho, and 
the scenic quality of the free flow- 
ing rivers that remain, the group 
wants the public to take a hard look 
at new proposals before they are 
approved. 

"We want our rivers to work for 
all Idahoans- not just the farmers 
and the hydro developers," she 
says. "We're not preachmg some- 
th i i  that's radical; we're just trying 
to bring the system into 
balance." 

Wion, Paul and 
Bridges are strong 
minded professional 
women who expect to be 
treated with equality and 
respect. They are intelli- 
gent, and they know 
Idaho water policy inside 
out. 

Even so, Wilson says 
some hydropower engi- 
neers and irrigators as- 
sume that they are igno- 
rant. She's heard com- 
ments like, "Well, little 
lady, I guess you didn't 
know that this water is 
our livelihood." 

"They think our ideas 
are completely off the 
wall because we are 
girls," Wilson continues. 
"We're loolung for inno- 
vative ways to accornmo- 
date all river users. 
We're rockmg the boat 
and people are bound to 
get upset.'' 

IRU's strength lies in 
buildmg grass roots coali- 
tions to win protection 
for the state's rivers. The 
group has lobbied the 
Idaho Water Resource 
Board (all eght members 
are male) and the Lew- 
lature (three fourths of 
the 126 members are 
male) to win protection 

for the Payette and the South Fork 
Boise Rivers. 

Wilson and Paul worked with 
the Friends of the Payette to 
marshall hundreds of volunteers 
and used every trick in the political 
trade to push a protective bill for 
the Payette River through the 
Idaho Legislature in 1990. It was 
the biggest environmental victory 
ever achieved in the 
prodevelopment Leg~slature. 

State Senator Laird Noh, the Re- 

CONSERVE 

publican Chairman of the Re- 
sources and Environment Cornrnit- 
tee, said that IRU is a force to be 
reckoned with. "They represent 
one of the saviest, capable political 
organizations in the state," he said. 
"They've displayed a unique ability 
to work with a wide variety of 
groups and not take such a hard 
line that they're alienating the 
other groups." 

Last year, IRU assisted recre- 
ation, fishmg and wildlife advocates 
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in pushmg a state 
protection plan 
for the Henrys 
Fork Basin in 
eastern Idaho. 
The measure 
cleared the state 
Senate, but lost 
by four votes in 
the Idaho House, 

Paul, 35, is 
IRU Associate Di- 
rector and Orga- 
nizational Whip. 
She says it is dfi- 
cult to convince 
older men that it 
may be possible 
for Idaho's rivers 
to serve all users. 
"A lot of the deci- 
sion making 

"The g y s  in their 60s and 

I 70s are polite and treat you 

I with respect, but the guys in lBG&- .... >.. IF.:. ._ _....._... ..., ... ._ 

their 50s just don't know what 
to think. We're not like their 
mothers, we're not like their 
kids ... they just don't quite 
know what to think." 

power lies k t h  men the age of my 
father. It's hard to come face to face 
with them and tell they've got to 
change their ways." 

Like the challenge of running a 
steep drop, she says, "You just have 
to gather your wits and go for it- 
take the plunge." 

Bridges, 38, the Water Policy Di- 
rector and newest member of the 
IRU team, has been deahng with the 
"good ole boy" network in water 
matters for 15 years as a former 
U.S. Soil Conservation Service Dis- 
trict Conservationist. At times, she 
says, farmers may listen more to a 
woman than a man because their 
egos don't clash as two men's egos 
would." 

"I may not be looked upon as 
their equal, but I still don't get into 
these ego games that men would." 
she says. "We can talk about ways 
of l o o m  at thugs they hadn't 
thought of before in a non threaten- 
ing way." 

Paul says IRU's challenge would 
be equally tough for men because 
it's a challenge to the status quo. "If 

we were men espousing the same 
ideas, they wouldn't necessarily re- 
ceive abetter reception," she says. 
"It's not the messenger; it's the 
message." 

But standmg toe to toe with the 
men can be intimidating. "We're 
working in an environment where 
women have less credibility and re- 
spect," Paul says. "There's an un- 
spoken attitude that women 
shouldn't be out w o r m  on serious 
issues like water appropriation." 

Bridges maintains the genera- 
tion gap explains some of the diffi- 
culty they have faced in makmg in- 
roads. "The guys in their 60s and 
70s are polite and treat you with re- 
spect, but the guys in their 50s just 
don't know what to think. We're 
not like their mothers, we're not 
like their kids ... they just don't 
quite know what to think." 

Like many professional women 
in today's society, Wilson, Paul and 
Bridges balance family, fun and 
work. Wilson and her husband, 
Phil, have a 2 year old son. She 
was pregnant during much of the 

f m t  to save the 
~ a ~ e t t e .  

I felt pretty 
vulnerable," Wilson 
recalls. "Some- 
times I felt like I 
should have been 
home knitting boo- 
ties instead of be- 
ing an activist. It 
was helpful when 
older women came 
up to me and said, 
"Way to go; you 
make me proud." 

Paul's hus- 
band, Scott, is also 
an active boater. 
Bridges is single 
with a young Ti- 
betan man staylng 
in her home as part 

of the U.S. Tibetan ~esettlement 
Project in Boise. She and her bor- 
der collie, "Cashmere", and cat, 
"Frank", are among 25 families in 
Boise providing a place of residence 
for Tibetans. 

As IRU continues to grow, 
Bridges says the group wdl become 
more effective and experienced, 
just as she, Wilson and Paul have 
become accomplished kayakers 
over time. 

"When you're running Class 5 
rapids, you hit a lot of holes and 
you have to react quickly or get 
trashed. Your reaction is largely 
based on how many holes you've hit 
before." 

"Last year when we worked on 
the Henrys Fork bill, we were cruis- 
ing through the Legislature and we 
ran into some major big-time holes. 
We weren't ready and we got beat." 

"This year, we remember the 
holes and we'll be able to handle 
them better. We're scouting out 
the best route to avoid the holes, 
before we take the plunge." rn 
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NATIONAL RIVERS COALITION - 1992 RE1 RIVER GRANTS 

During the past five years, the RE1 funded National Riv- 
ers Coalition, in which the American Whitewater Affiliation 
plays an active role, has continued to provide seed grants to 
organizations working on critical and diverse river projects. 

In 1992, a total of $60,106 was dispensed through 87 
grants in the following categories: 

V Rivers threatened by hydropower licensing and 
relicensing, including funding for four citizens to at- 
tend a hydro workshop; 

V Support for 11 lobbyists working on various river is- 
sues; 

V Promotion of Omnibus Wild and Scenic bills in Ari- 
zona, Washington and West Virginia; 

V Financial backing for over twenty state legislative and 
grassroots conservation efforts; and 

V Work on many Wild and Scenic River designations, in- 
cluding sponsorship for 10 attendees to a Citizens 
Training Workshop. 

Through four meetings in the last year, Coalition mem- 
bers (AWA, American Rivers, American Canoe Association, 
River Federation, River Network, Sierra Club, National 
Audubon Society, Wilderness Society, and the National 
Wildlife Federation) have provided valuable grants to 
grassroots river groups, many of which have had direct and 
positive impacts on our whitewater rivers and streams. A 
short listing of some of the whitewater related groups 
which received grants includes: West Virginia Rivers Coali- 
tion, New York Rivers United, %ends of the Arkansas, 
Idaho Rivers United, and New England FLOW. Rivers such 
as the Kennebec and Penobscot (ME), Tuolomne, Yuba and 
American (CA), and the Gunnison and Arkansas (CO) were 
all benefited by this resource. 

One of the most important aspects of the National Rivers 
Coalition is that it provides needed start-up support for 
groups and organizations which are just beginning to get off 
the ground. Many of the AWA's affiliated clubs and  other 
whitewater defense projects fit this bill. During 1993, 
funding also will be provided for developing new or 
stronger state laws, including improved access laws. 

The first meeting of the new year will be held in early 
April; if you would like information on how to apply for 
funding, or to fmd out the deadline for applications, please 
call Rich Bowers (AWA) or Suzi Wilkins (American Rivers) 
at (202) 547-6900. 

For years boating organi- 
zations, including the AWA, 
have been trying to get the 
regulations changed which 
govern the use of PFDs for 
whitewater (for example, 
certification of European 
design - quickwater rescue 
vests). So, in November, 
when the Coast Guard an- 
nounced that it was consid- 
ering a change in these regu- 
lations, one would assume 
that the AWA would be 
happy, right? 

Wrong! As a result of a p  
parent bureaucratic inepti- 
tude, the new regulations 
make even less sense than 
the old, especially in regard 
to whitewater recreation. 
The vague language of these 
new regulations 
(CDC-02-045) makes it next 

to impossible to determine will not be well served b y  
exactly what the law will be. the new regulations. Imag- 
But one thing is certain. The ine being trashed in a hole 
new regulations continue to and having your buddies 
combine and equate the throw you a seat cushion! 
safety needs of whitewater The inconsistent lan- 
boaters with those cruising guage included in these new 
on motor boats, 
house-boats, and 
the Queen Mary. 

The with- Coast Guard 
drawal of cur- 
rent exemp- Boaters could 
tions will force . 

boats over 16' 
in length to carry 
Type IV floatation strictions and rules. 
(seat cushions). This will This is of considerable 
effect tandem canoeists and concern to those familiar 
downriver racers, and might with the ongoing battle be- 
apply to other craft down to tween squirt boaters and the 
lo1, depending on how one ,West Virginia DNR about 
interprets the language. All what constitutes an appro- 
in all, whitewater boaters priate PFD. 

Finally, these new rules 
ordain that U.S. whitewater 
team members must weax 
full floatation during train- 
ing, but that foreign boaters 
may wear whatever is ap- 
proved in their home coun- 
try. Taken to its illogical 
conclusion, this means that 
while our team trains for the 
'96 Olympics in Atlanta 
wearing high-floats, foreign 
team members could train 
on our streams in slab-vests. 
Lucky for our team that 
there is an exemption for 
actual racing events! The 
question is, how quickly can 
they adjust? 

The AWA has provided 
the Coast Guard with a set 
of comments; we will con- 
tinue to provide coverage of 
this situation as it develops. I 



1993 - A NEW YEAR FOR AWA CONSEWATION 
by Richard J. Bowers, 
Conservation Program Director 

1992 was a banner year 
for the AWA's conservation 
efforts. In March, I was 
hired to direct the AWA 
Conservation Program, be- 
coming the first full-time 
employee for the AWA. Dur- 
ing my first year in this posi- 
tion most of my time was 
spent working on the large 
slate of hydro-relicensing 
projects; but other Impor- 
tant river issues also com- 
manded my attention 

Since mine is the only po- 
sition in the country which 
specifically and exclusively 
addresses whitewater recre- 
ationlconservation efforts, it 

was a niche which needed 
to be filled This was obvi- 
ous by how quickly this 
niche got swamped with 
work! 

I spent the first ten 
months initiating communi- 
cations with various other 
organizations involved with 
river work, both by phone 
and by traveling to areas 
with crucial whitewater re- 
sources. This included talk- 
ing with local boaters, fed- 
eral and state agencies, con- 
servation groups, power 
companies, and the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commis- 
sion (FERC). Besides dis  
cussing specific river topics, 
I was successful in getting 
our program recognized as 
an active, knowledgeable 

and nationwide player in 
river conservation 

During this period, the 
AWA was able to: 

V Play a major role in coor- 
dinating a nationwide ef- 
forts to develop a coher- 
ent national relicensing 
program, including the 
formation of several coa- 
litions of local paddlers 
and boating clubs. 

V Request 22 additional 
studies for relicensing 
with the FERC, each of 
potential whitewater rec- 
reation interest. 

V Have the FERC require 
nine separate boating 
studies andlor site visits 
(to date) to address pos- 
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sible whitewater re- 
leases. Many of these 
studies are on-going, with 
many whitewater tests to 
be completed during the 
upcoming boating sea- 
son. The AWA either 
participated in or coordi- 
nated each of these tests 
with other boating orga- 
nizations. 

V Intervene in 28 hydro 
relicensing interventions. 
This includes 14 group in- 
terventions, to whom the 
AWA provided recre- 
ational technical assis 
tance and representation. 

V Host the first 
Pan-American Rivers 
Seminar in conjunction 
with the 1992 Gauley 
River Festival. 

CALL FOR FREE COLOR CATALOG OF 
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1993 Legislation Impacting 

V Weigh in on legislative is- 
sues such as the Energy 
Bill, National Park Ser- 
vice - River and Trails 
funding, and the Auburn 
Dam proposal. 

V Participate in drafting the 
AWA access policy. 

Much of the work initi- 
ated in 1992 will continue 
through this year. But the 
AWA also intends to expand 
its conservation agenda dur- 
ing the next year. This will 
include strengthening our 
financial base as well as ex- 
pandiig the scope of issues 
we can effectively address. 

Throughout the past 
year, the Conservation Pro- 
gram worked to represent 
whitewater boating inter- 
ests nationally. To be more 

Whitewater Recreation 

successN at this in the new 
year, the AWA will look to 
broaden this representation 
by 1. increasing member- 
ship, especially affiiated 
club members, 2. communi- 
cating more with these 
clubs, and 3. working in 
closer concert with our net- 
work of regional coordina- 
tors. We are determined to 
work effectively on even 
more whitewater recreation 
and river conservation is- 
sues in 1993. 

Besides continuing with 
the hydrwelicensing 
projects started last year, 
and addressing future 
relicensing, several impor- 
tant whitewater concerns 
are already on the horizon. 
The following is a brief view 
of things to come: 

V The reauthorization of the Clean Water Act will impact 
recreation interests through the State 401 process. The 
AWA has linked up with other river interests to address 
this, seeking to reintroduce language which would give 
the states authority over the placement of new hydro 
projects. 

V Reauthorization of the Endangered Species Act will also 
impact on recreation. The AWA will monitor this to as- 
sure that river access is not affected by irresponsible in- 
terpretations. 

V Specific river legislation will also be on our agenda The 
Payette Wild & Scenic bill was introduced on January 
6th, and last year's failed bwer  Salmon Scenic and Rec- 
reational Rivers Act should be re-introduced. West Vir- 
ginia, California, and Washington will continue to push 
for Omnibus river protection packages. The AWA will 
re-address permanent protection for the Savage River in 
MD. 

Upcoming hydro projects impacting whitewater 

V Five dams proposed by the Turlock Irrigation District for 
the CLAVEY RIVER (CA), FERC No. 10081. 

V An Environmental Impact Statement is being developed 
for theMokelumne River (No. 137) and Devils Nose (No. 
8144) projects, MOKELUMNE RIVER, (CA). 

V A final Environmental Assessment has been released re- 
garding the AN'IMAS-LAPLATA project (CO), and found 
to be "inadequate and incomplete" by the Environmental 
Protection Agency. W 

Everyone Deserves a Taste of 

Southern 
Fried 

Creekin' 
This video is 45 minutes of extreme paddling 
on some of the South's most outrageous creeks 
and rivers. Features the Tellico, Wa tauga, 
Overflow Creek,the Whitewater, the Toxaway, 
and forbidden Mystery Creek. Paddlers include 
Dave 'Psycho' Simpson, Nolan Whitesell, Fomst 
Callaway, Russ Kullmar, and Kent Wigingtoa 
The video climaxes with first descents of Triple 
Falls and 50-foot Coon Dog Falls on Mystery 
Creek. Music and narration add to your enjoy- 
ment of the unbelievable action! 

Send $26.95 plus $3.00 shippinglhandling to: 

Gentry Video Productions 
646 Deer Creek Trail 
Hoschton, GA 30548 
(706) 6!X-2725 

We supply kayaks, guides, 
food, accommodation, tents 
and transport within 
Australia. 

Paddle the untamed torrents 
among pristine World Heritage For experienced rainforest, some of the most 

paddlers! isolated and inaccessible 
whitewater on earth. 

Be among the fi~st to pad~ilr more about thiiwil,j and wet 
the raging whilewater of tro~ical holidav of a lifetime! 
tropical North Queensland. 
More exhilarating 
whitewater than you would !.or comp1etc~ dr.t,~lls, contact: 
normally experience in one EXPLORE KAYAK 
entire season! Bodo Lenitschek /if 

Ph: 61 70 32 1468 
Fax: 61 70 32 2248 

Leave the freezing winters P.O. Box 53, Manunda, 

and icy waters of the 
northdrn hemisphere behind 
- no wetsuits or paddling 
cags required here in tropical 
North Queensland. 
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the first SELF-BAILING 
all inflatable catar 

First made for video boats on the Tull River 
in Australia in 1986, the s HREDDE~ has 
been built and & power-tested ever since. A 
great way for an experienced river runner to 
introduce a novice to GOOD water! They are 

e are committed to 

ty" does not mean 
H EAVY.. ...... .the 

SHREDDER rolls 
up into a compact 

18" x 28"! The cross 
tubes & raised floor 

eliminate the need for 
a bulky frame. Have 
been used as guide 

boats on raft & ducky 
trips ... made entirely in 
Pennsylvania.. ... ..98% 

domestic content! 

WNDClRD FECTTURES ..... 
splash screen foot stirrups 

STClNDClRD MODEL SPECS ..... 
length = 12'4" color = black 
width = 58" weight = 35 - 54 I ~ S  

tube diameters available = i8.5", 2oW, 21" 
neoprenelnylon 

412 - 329 - 8668 
Box 36 Ohiopyle. Pa 15470 

ASK FOR TONY 

PRICES RCINGE FROM $900 to $1250 



It's not how good you paddle ... it's how ood ou look gy - n 

Complete vour whitewater libraw with an AWA publication 
1 

SHIRTS 
HATS 

LICENSES 

I 
I I 

-- - -- - - - - -- -- - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - 
item I 1 total 

I 
S'ze - - -  

AWA T-shirts available in M, L, XL unless noted (postage $2.90 up to 2 shirts) 

AWA Nationwide Whitewater Inventory Rivers at Risk-The Concerned Citizens 
Edited by Pope Barrow, $15 bookD7 disk ($2.90 postage) Guide to Hydropower 

*Revised listing of every whitewater river By John D. Escheverria, Pope Barrow and Ricllarl 
nationwide Roos-Collins; cloth $29.95/paper $17.95 ($2.90 

*River maps for all U.S. rivers postage) 
*Includes mileage, access points, ratings *A study of whitewater's most serious threat 
The Rivers of Chile 

B y  Lars Holbek, $5 ($1 postage) 
AWA Safety Codes 

1-99 $25; 100-199 $20; oaer 200 $25 
*A guide to more than 20 Chilean rivers *The original criteria of boating safety 

Send payment to A WA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464 

Atns"mn W h i i e w & r ~ ~ a r c h / ~ p r i l  1993 

*AWA Logo: $10 SS; $12.50 LS 
*The Wilder the Better: $1 0 SS; $1 2.50 LS 
*Bold Look: $8 SS; $12 LS only 

AWA River Caps: $1 0 (postage $1) 
AWA License Plate Frames: $5 (postage $1) 
AWA Embroidered Patches: $2 
AWA Waterproof Decals: $50 
Gauley River Poster: $5 (postage $1 50)  

POSTAGE - 



Western Pennsylvania 
paddlers are continuing their 
efforts to overturn the user fee 
and restore free access to the 
Youghiogheny River at Ohiopyle 
State Park, Here's an update: 

Will the lower Yough always be 
accessable to the next generation. 



ree boat-ins were held 
during 1992 at Ohiopyle. These 
events served to attract media Lr 

attention and for alert park visitors 
to the problems at Ohiopyle. Two 
boat-in dates have been set for 
1993 -- Saturday, April 3, and Sat- 
urday, July 17. Informational pick- 
etmg will be conducted at the park 
both days from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

April 3 was selected because it 
is the first day that the fee will be 
collected during the 1993 season. 
July 17 was chosen to encourage a 
massive show of support from as 
many paddlers as possible. To en- 
courage participation, New Wave 
has graciously donated a kayak to 
the cause. All paddlers who volun- 
teer at least four hours of informa- 
tional picketing between the hours 
of 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, July 
17, will be elqgble to win the boat. 

The media will be invited to at- 
tend the July 17 boat-in; a big turn- 
out will be crucial in bringmg atten- 
tion on this issue. 

* Meanwhile, the coalition of 
paddlers is w o r m  to overturn the 
fee through the channels of Penn- 
sylvania state government. The 
paddlers, includmg representatives 
of the American Whitewater Asso- 
ciation, Three Rivers P a d m  
Club, and Keystone River Runners, 
are w o r m  to petition the agency 
that has authority to review fees for 
Pennsylvania state parks. 

The petition presents these 
points, among others: 

The current fee is discrimina- 
tory because it is only applied to 
private boaters. Private kayakers, 
canoeists and rafters are strictly 

day users of the park. They use the 
same facilities as all other day us- 
ers, includrng bicyclists, hikers and 
picnickers. If a fee is charged for 
day use, it should be applied 
equally to all -- or to none. There- 
fore, the petition recommends the 
elimination of the private boater 
user fees. 

The petition also addresses the 
reservation system as follows: If 
Ohiopyle State Park needs a fee 
reservation system to control river 
traffic, the fee should apply strictly 
to phone-ii reservations and should 
be limited to the amount required 
to provide the service. Walk-ons 
should not be charged. 

In addition, the petition states 
that no reservation fees or quotas 
should apply to any weekday use. 
Historical statistics clearly show 
that weekday use has never ex- 
ceeded and in most cases does not 
even approach the established quo- 
tas. 

The state's review group is 
scheduled to meet in March to con- 
sider some fee revisions. The 

Ohiopyle situation may come up for 
discussion -- or it may not. The coa- 
lition has announced their determi- 
nation to push for a ruhg. 

* As a result of the boycott at 
Ohiopyle State Park during 1992, 
there was a 30 percent reduction in 
river usage by experienced boaters. 
The state has responded to the 
boycott by issuing an open threat to 
reduce the spots allocated to pri- 
vate boaters on the river. The coali- 
tion maintains that this threat 
"clearly demonstrates the prevail- 
ing attitude of park management 
toward private hard boaters 
andtheir concerns -- This is our 
river, and we don't want you on it!" 

The relationship between pri- 
vate boaters and the park adminis- 
tration at Ohiopyle has deteriorated 
to an all-time low. A number of 
paddlers have reported instances of 
harassment, suspicion, and even 
threats of arrest. At least two pad- 
dlers received citations for breaking 
the park's "rules" -- the first be- 
cause he didn't sign the after-hours 
sign-in sheet and the second be- 
cause he rafted to the Bruner Run 
take-out after 3 p.m. Both paddlers 
have taken their cases to court. 

Last year, the state bureaucrats 
predicted that opposition to the 
user fee would be insignificant and 
short-lived. The western Pennsyl- 
vania boaters maintain that "We're 
not that easy." 

Stay tuned. 
For more information, contact 

AWA Regional Coordinator Barry 
Tuscano at (412) 676-4713, Tom 
Irwin at (412) 537-6363 or Debbie 
Patz at (412) 459-8631 

American 
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In the mid elghties El Nino gave 
us lots of water. The dessert creeks 
overflowed; the irrigators had all 
they could use and we were literally 
able to paddle down Main Street. 
But, alas, the last six years have 
been dry. 

very dry. 
For what seems an eternity a 

handfid of dedicated whitewater 
junkies and I have been driving to 
Idaho, Colorado, California and 
Wyoming to score our p a d m  
fixes. In the process, we have seen 
some great country and kayaked 
some wonderful rivers. But having 
a worthy backyard run of our own 
seemed an unattainable dream. 

Then we discovered Sixth Wa- 
ter! 

It was an unseasonably cold and 
rainy September morning as Gary 
Nichols, Roy Piskadlo and I motored 
past the Bngham Young University 
campus. The sun was just peeping 
over the horizon and the windshield 
wipers slapped to the rhythm of the 
radio. 

While I juggled the steenng 
wheel and a steaming cup of coffee, 

Sixth Water is one 

of Utah's finest 

kayak runs and 

definitely its most 

technically 

demanding. 

Gary described our destination.. . a 
small, steep creek. Several boating 
seasons before, Gary had authored 
the River Runner's Guide to Utah. 
He had been quite thorough in his 
research, locating quite a few out of 
the way creeks, but, somehow, a 

little run named Sixth Water had 
dodged him. In fact, even though it 
was located a mere 90 minutes 
south of Salt Lake City, it had 
eluded all other serious river pros- 
pectors. 

Although Gary certainly knows 
the ingredients which create a clas- 
sic kayak run, I remained skeptical. 
After all, it had been a hot, drought 
ridden summer and the Diamond 
Fork watershed is aquatically ane- 
mic anyway. How could the canyon 
cradle a demandmg whitewater 
river; let alone one that had never 
been run? 

But, by the end of the day, my 
doubts were transformed into de- 
hght. Sixth Water is one of Utah's 
finest kayak runs and definitely its 
most technically demandmg. 

In terms of the area, Sixth Water 
drains a relatively small watershed. 
And, back when Mother Nature 
tended the river, it was a tiny creek, 
flowing only in the spring and early 
summer. But, in 1915, athree and 
one half mile pipe was installed un- 
derground to carry irrigation water 
from the Strawberry Reservoir to 



the farming community of Spanish 
Fork. As a consequence of this en- 
hanced flow, provided by the Cen- 
tral Utah Project, Sixth Water was 
transformed into a premiere 
whitewater stream. 

At our put-in a dull grey sky de- 
livered a steady drizzle, converting 
the clay road into a ribbon of 
grease. It was so humid it almost 
seemed tropical. A wispy fog 
floated like a phantomabove the wa- 
ter. The greenery that arched over 
the river completed the picture; it 
looked like Costa Rica. This lush 
setting was certainly not a typical 
Utah landscape. 

We discovered that the Sixth 
Water pipe was spewing out a re- 
spectable 450 cubic feet per sec- 
ond, plenty to pad the rugged river 
bed. But, in spite of this flow, we 
quickly decided not to run the first 
quarter mile. As the water blew out 
of the tunnel, it madly crashed 
down a constricted rock alley 
stepped with a number of jagged 
ledges. The topos indicate that the 
river drops at the terrifymg rate of 
800 feet per mile here. Peer pres- 
sure be damned, we shouldered our 
boats. 

Someday, no doubt, some 
adrenalin crazed kayaker, armored 
like a knlght and sporting a full face 
helmet, will probably attempt this 
cascade in a blunt Euro-boat. But, 
for now at least, the first quarter 
mile of Sixth Water lies beyond the 
means of the current crop of state 
of the art hair boaters. 

It had been a number of years 
since a hard core whitewater run 
had been discovered in Utah, so we 
were understandably thrilled to be 
able to pioneer, then name, the 
challenging drops that followed. 
And since the river lies in a region 
of intense remosity, the rapids 
seemed to beg for monikers with 
spiritual foundations. 

We christened the initial cas- 
cade, the one that we chose to por- 

tage, the "Unborn Soul". If and 
when some danng hair boater navi- 
gates this rapid, he or she are free 
to chose a new name. 

Not far downstream a vertical six 
foot pour over introduces lucky 
boaters to the surreal pool-drop 
character of the Sixth Mile. We 
named that ledge the "Visitor's Cen- 
ter", after the point of entry to the 
Mormon Tabernacle. Visitor's Cen- 
ter typifies the nature of the next 
two miles. 

The hlghly photogenic, ten foot, 
"Baptism Falls'' lies just down- 

The topos 

indicate that 

the river drops 

at the terrifying 

rate of 800 feet 

per mile here. 



stream. "Miion Call" is a danger- 
ous diagonal ledge hole capable of 
shoving inadequately aggressive 
boaters into a tangled mess of wil- 
lows. Roy spent a few tense mo- 
ments communicating with his Cre- 
ator here, because he had not taken 
his Mission Call very seriously! 

Boaters should tithe at 'Ten 
Percent Falls", another intricate 
rapid, which lies a few miles down- 
stream. 

"Sister Jensen's Green Jello Sur- 
prise" is one of Sixth Water's most 
intense drops. It comes without 
much wammg; we were forced to 
snare micro eddies to avoid bomb- 
ing blindly over the initial horizon 
line. This is a sinister drop, seem- 
lngly designed to vertically pin un- 
wary boaters. 

But, from above, one portion of 
the pool at the base of the plunge 
appeared deep enough to accom- 
modate a plummeting kayak. Of 
course, we could have climbed 
down and tested the depth of the 
water, but somehow that didn't 
seem to fit the style of our first de- 
scent. 

And so, with these "unwritten 
rules of style" in mind, I decided to 
go for it. All went well, so Roy and 
Gary decided that they too wanted 
a heaping helping of Green Jello 
Surprise. With our appetites for ad- 
venture satisfied, we said thanks to 
Sister Jensen and headed down- 
stream. 

Our next stop came at the Ce- 
lestial Gorge, which definitely con- 
tains the run's most difficult, 

hlgh-stakes rapids. 
Running the Celestial Gorge is 

akin to walkmg a six inch plank a 
hundred feet above the ground. 
The moves are relatively easy, but 
the consequences of a mistake 
would be substantial. 

Only those who have repented 
the sin of sloppy technique should 
test their worthiness by m i n g  
"Pearly Gate Falls" and entering the 
Celestial Gorge. Through the Celes- 
tial Gorge, and for the remaining 
two miles, Sixth Water drops at an 
enjoyable 280 feet per mile. This 
section features nearly continuous 
boulder-filled rapids; many of these 
are congested with fallen trees. Be- 
cause of the steep, serpentine na- 
ture of the river, we were forced to 
take turns scouting from shore, m- 

WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST 
COMPLETE PADDLING SHOP 

Located in the Heart of the 
New & Gauley Rivers 

Products from: Perception, Wilderness 
Systems,  Si lver Creek,  Harmony,  
Patagonia ,  Stohlquist ,  Rapidstyle,  
Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps, 

Nike, Birkenstock, A N D  MORE! 

N O R T H  AMERICAN 
RIVER RUNNERS, INC 

On U.S.'Route 60, '/4 Mile 
East of U.S. 19 Intersection 

NATIONAL 

CLEANUP WEEK 
MAY 1 - 8 .XB 

NORTH AMERICLH 

- -  - - 
P I I C L E I P S P T S  

6 9 5 1 C ' A T I O N  

Damped Om? 
With land fill space at a premium 
and the disposal of wastes 
expensive, our public lands and 
waters are being "dumped on". 
Join 30,000 volunteers in a 
nationwide cleanup of rivers and 
trails . Organize a cleanup 
in your area, call 

1 -8OO-524-4C814C 

-. 
AMERICA % + O . ~  

OUT- %-w 



ning the river in increments of 
about 50 yards. 

"Its pretty clean ... but catch the 
eddy on the left. There's a log 
wedged in the chute," the man on 
the bank would shout. Then the two 
remainii in their boats would fol- 
low his instructions and run the 
rapid. By the time the scout would 
climb back into his boat and run the 
drop, one of the others of our team 
would be out scouting the next 
rapid. 

We were forced to portage three 
log jams during the last mile. Adrnit- 
tedly, walking a rapid did not sit 
well with the spirit of our self irn- 
posed "style", but there simply was 
no other way to get over, under or 
around the logs. The persistent rain 
rendered our portages wet, muddy 

and slow. 
Exhilarated but exhausted, we 

stood at the take-out, ankle deep in 
gooey red mud. As we devoured our 
Power Bars in the rain, we excitedly 
relived the day. 

"Remember that one that curved 
to the left and squeezed between 
the wall and ..." 

"Yeah ... that was great! But how 
about that one that ..." 

This conversation raged the 
whole way home. 

I have been kayakmg for seven- 
teen years, but that day remains 
one of my most memorable. Yes, 
Sixth Mile was intense, but the in- 
trigue ran a lot deeper than that. 

At last Utah had it's very own 
Class V run. And my two buddies 
and I had been lucky enough find it! 

(303) 879-4371 P.O. Box 775207 Steamboat Springs, CO 80477 
Write or call for a catalog and your nearest dealer. I 

Six miles up Spanish Fork 
Canyon, turn left towards 
Diamond Fork. It is ten miles to 
the Three Forks parking area, 
the take-out for the Sixth Water. 
To reach the put-in, continue up 
the one lane paved road another 
six miles. Then, take the single 
lane four wheel drive dirt road 
that heads off to the right for 
seven more miies. Several spurs 
leave this road, stick to route 
that shows sign of more traffic, 
until you reach the river. Then 
hit the water and hang on! 

.. . 
'% ..Ctiine visit our new outpost,on the.,banks 

of the Nantahala River, in N M h  Carqlina. 
Test drive THE BEST on our-eight-mile 

white-water track. You'll enpy fhdiflg out 
why a custom-built and outfitted, 

ready-to-paddle Whilesell Canoe is still your 
best bet for maximizing your ability on all 

classes of whitewater. 

Call (404) 325.5330 for more Info 
and our free video. 

2362-A Dresden Drive, Atlanta, GA 30341 
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t only took a few seconds to 
figure it out; Bob was pointing 
to a man on the stream bank. A 

E ,'F'! +.::.+ 
w; :3. < . ' -"" . ,: I 

man with a hostile demeanor, wav- 
! b!, a 

ing his arms in the air. He clearly 
1 .  b ,;' 

3 . ' t * , ' !  
intended to have words with us. 

, I' Yes ... We were ~ a d d h m  in the 
I 

- 
t Poconos again! 

/'was climbin$ back into my boat after peering over the Only a few weeks before George - 
brink of a nine foot drop, when I glanced up at Bob Allen. and I had attempted to 

put on Quakake Creek, a small 
Bob Was fa~ing me, his left hand discretely against his tfibutary of the Lehl& There we 
chest, index finger pointing to the right. Had I missed were rebuffed by an irate land- 

owner who threatened to do "some something in the latest issue of American Whitewater? body work'. to my car and 
was this some new river signal? know what m~@~t  happen to US if we 

paddled do&& creek!" 
Confronted with such hostility, I 

had to remind myself that we were 
still in Northeastern Pennsylvania, 
not in Deliverance country. It felt 
like we were somewhere in the Twi- 
hght Zone, at any moment I ex- 
pected Rod Serling to step out of 
the woods and start his monologue. 
At any rate, on that occasion we 
gave up and opted to run another 
branch of the same creek, one 
where the locals seemed a bit more 
hospitable. 

American 



0 

Fred Lally slides over 
small ledge drop on 
Mud Run 

0 

0 

And now, only two weeks later, 
this scenario seemed to be repeat- 
ing itself. George was beginning to 
think that the two of us should not 
paddle together.. . it seemed we at- 
tracted pests! 

I quickly paddled the falls, then 
eddied out and greeted the hostile 
landowner, who was, at least at 
first, quite irate that we had tres- 
passed on hi property while scout- 
ing. After a few minutes he settled 
down, admittii that his biggest 
concem was that we would "lead 
hordes of people from New Jersey 
down the stre am... invadmg my land 
and privacy". 

I didn't say so, but I couldn't see 
that was much of a concem. Actu- 
ally I was a trifle offended, having 
lived in New Jersey for a few years 
myself. 

We assured him that we were 
there only for our own enjoyment 
and that scouting was necessary 
only because we were new to the 
creek. Somewhat reassured, he 
told us what we could expect 
ahead ... steep rapids, waterfalls and 
more private property.. . complete 
with security guards! 

We peeled out and paddled 
downstream, l o o w  for George 
and his HD-1. George had paddled 
off, calmly pretendmg that he had 
not seen our "friend. After running 
a couple of steep drops we found 
him, waitmg in the pool at the base 
of a river wide falls. 

Bob and I ski ium~ed off the 
nght side of the fedg;! into the pool 
and grinned at one another. This 
was turning out to be a great run! 

It seemed to be every bit as good 
as many of the streams in West Vir- 
ginia, and, it was only an hour away 
from my house. 

Meanwhile, the "friendly" land- 
owner wasn't t a w  any chances. 
He hiked along the stream, "escort- 
ing  us through his property. We 
teased Bob about the loud 
"ka-thunk" his boat had made when 
he boofed the first ledge upstream. 
This must have been the noise that 
attracted the landowner's attention. 
How else could ha have known we 
were there? 

After one more tricky, boulder 
congested drop, we apparently 
reached the property line, because 
our "escort" stopped and waved 
goodby. For a time the stream was 
less intense, but after passing under 
a Pennsylvania Turnpike bridge, the 
gradient steepened. A number of 
class 3 and 4 drops, in close succes- 
sion, kept us busy. 

As we rounded a bend we spot- 
ted Bob, who had taken the lead, 
signakng for us to catch an eddy. 
Just downriver were some massive 
outcroppings of sandstone. We 
climbed out of our boats and 
scrambled over these rocks to see 
what lie beyond. 

We found ourselves staring at a 
gigantic double drop; each portion 
was at least twenty feet hgh. 



The first was a straghtfonvard 
plunge into a hole. Then ... a couple 
of boat lengths later ... was a steep 
slide into a nasty hole. The hole 
was bounded on the left by a ledge 
that jutted out from the side, con- 
stricting the outflow into a recircu- 
l a t i  eddy on the nght. Eventu- 
ally, this all emptied out into what 
appeared to be a safe pool. But be- 
tween the two drops there was no 
pool, only fast moving hghly aer- 
ated water. 

second drop in the wrong place. 
George walked the dog while his ca- 
noe ran the second drop on a leash. 
The hike was class 5; class 6 with a 
boat. 

I put in at then bottom of the 
first drop and ran over the second 
ledge, only to go for an extended 
surf that included a window shad i i  
at the bottom. Fortunately, Bob was 
ready with his throw rope. 

Bob suggested that we name 
this drou the "Mother of Krakatoa" 

0 

0 
Bob Allen powers 
over the first of 2 

0 s t e q  drops 

American 



concave horseshoe shaped ledge 
that featured another tricky hole- 
we spotted a sign hangmg over the 
stream. 

NORAFTING i 
0 

NOFISHING : 

But where were we supposed to 
go? We couldn't go up- the walls 
were vertical. We couldn't go back- 
that would mean trespassing on our 
old "friends" property again. 

We guessed that George was 
okay-- after all, he was in a canoe, 
and that apparently was not prohib- 
ited! Perhaps we could let him lead 
the way; we would draft inconspicu- 
ously behind. 

And so we continued on. Fortu- 
nately, we did not run into anyone. 

But others who have paddled 
this creek have since informed us 
that sometimes there are confronta- 
tions with armed securityguards. 

What are they protecting? A 
beautiful trout stream with num- 
bered fishmg spots replete with 
chairs and tables. At this point the 
banks of the stream resemble a 
nicely mowed lawn. 

We were probably spared the 
harassment because it was well past 
the opening day of trout season and 
threatening to rain. 

Class 3 whitewater punctuated 
by an occasional ledge continued 
from this point to the junction with 
the Lehlgh. 

At the end of the day we con- 
cluded that Mud Run may be one of 
the best creeks in Pennsylvania. 
Not only are the scenery and the 

rapids outstandmg, but the stream 
does not necessarily require a del- 
uge to attain a navigable flow. The 
creek has it's origin in the Pocono 
plateau, a region full of wet lands 
that no doubt buffer the rate at 
which water runs off. And so, a 
couple of inches of rain should do 
the trick. 

The put-in lies along route 903. 
We chose to take out at Rockport, 
after paddhg a few miles on the 
Lehlgh. 

Confrontations with landowners 
seem most likely during trout sea- 
son, so, if you are paddhg Mud 
Run then, take along a lawyer! 
Unfortunately, trespassing on the 
riverbanks is an inevitable conse- 
quence of the need to scout and, or 
portage several of the rapids on 
Mud Run. 

But the potential intrusion from 
paddlers is essentially neghgible 
since Mud Run does not have 
adequate flow to paddle most of the 
time. No one can argue that we, as 
boaters, need to respect the nghts 
of landowners and to disturb them 
as little as possible. But, for the fu- 
ture of the sport, we need to band 
together when these access issues 
arise and assert our nght to paddle 
these streams. w 



Lefl: Fred Lally 
heads down the 
second part of the 
double drop on the 
Mud Run 

Slalom : I Durable 
Wildwater I Handcrafted 
Sea Touring Well Balanced 
Squirt Paddles ) ) High Performance 

Silvermine Rd Box 5, Bryson City. N C  2871 3 [7041488-9542 

EUROPEAN KAYAK 
TOUR 1993 

Specially for the American whitewater 
enthusiasts, Kano Ski Europe is organizing a 
kayak adventure in which we will kayak o n  the 
most famous whitewater rivers of Europe. This 
trip will take two weeks, during which we will 
visit the following countries: 

Slovenia and 
Austria 

Discover Europe. Send or  fax your information to the address below and we will send you, 
without obligation, all the details about this fascinating trip. 

Name: ................................................................................................................. 
Kano Ski Europe 
Hoofdstraat 202 Address: ............................................................................................................... 
6024 AB Budel 

......................................................... ................................................ The Netherlands City: State: 

Tel: 00-31.2521.11369 or  Zip: ....................................................................................................................... 
00-31.4950.18497 

Fax: 00-31.4950.18462 Tel: ................................................. Fax: ............................................................ 
Amerimn 



by Charlie Walbridge 

It's not easy to explain 
the increase in whitewater 
fatalities we've seen during 
the past decade. When I be- 
gan paddling in 1968 deaths 
among experienced pad- 
dlers were unheard-of. The 
first private boater fatality I 
wrote (or heard) about was 
a foot entrapment at a sla- 
lom race in October, 1975. 
The second was a death on 
the Gauley of a well-known 
expert kayaker in July, 1977. 

Until the 80's one re- 
ported death per year was 
the no- some years there 
were none. By the 
mideighties I began to ex- 
pect several fatal accidents 
each year; as we enter the 
90's we're creeping into 

double figures. Eastern 
commercial rafting has a 
similar record. There was a 
single fatality on the New 
River in 1971 and no more 
until a double drowning on 
the Black River in 1985. We 
now usually hear of several 
each year. 

The increasing number 
of paddlers can account for 
some, but not all, of thii in- 
crease. With growth has 
come more river knowl- 
edge, better equipment, and 
improved paddling skills. 
The increased difficulty of 
the rivers being attempted 
probably plays some role; 
places which were once the 
exclusive playground of 
elite experts are now being 
visited by boaters of aver- 
age ability. 

But the biggest 
change in the 
past ten to 
fifteen years has 
to do with the 
casual approach 
that many of us 
take to river 
running.Thisis 
especially true 
of high-water 
m. 

During the early and mid 
70's the Southeast was one 
of my favorite places to 
paddle. I spent many New 
Years and Washington's 
Birthday weekends chasing 
water down steep creeks in 
the Tennessee Plateau and 
Smokey Mountains. Run- 
ning at about 100 feet per 
mile, they defined the cut- 
ting edge of the sport. As 
time passed it became 
harder to return. The fierce 
winters of the late 70's were 
followed by the drought 
years of the early 80's. Folks 
I used to paddle with moved 
on to other things, and I 
started skiing again. 

But this year, with good 
weather and water coincid- 
ing perfectly, my wife and I 
followed the road south. 

1993: Our 29th year under the same ownership & management 

QUALITY, DURABILITY AND PERFORMANCE 

MOHAWK'S NEW VIPERS 
WINNER 1992 OPEN CAMOE NATIONALS 
Men's Short Boat Slalom Royalex Class. 
Two hlgh performance whltewater playboats that experts will love, but 
forglvlng enough for many novlces to paddle Extremely dry, qulck to 
accelerate, superb maneuverablllty and beautiful styling Steep creeks, 
b ~ g  water, slde-surfing, tlght techn~cal rlvers - THESE BOATS DO IT ALL 

"The Viper 11 has greater control, better acceleration and gets me 
into smaller eddies than any boat I've ever paddled. " 

- David "Psycho" Simpson (Steep Creek Pioneer) 
"The most agile playboat I've ever paddled. " 

- Jeff Richards (Winner 1992 Ocoee Rodeo) 

OUTFITTING BUILT AND 
DESIGNED BY FRANK HUBBARD 

Thigh Straps Lacing Kits Saddles Knee Pads 
- Now Available In Kit Form - 

Separately or Factoty Installed in Mohawk Whitewater Playboats 

MODEL LENGTH BEAM DEPTH APPROX. W. 
VIPER 11 11 '6" 26.25 15.50 44 
VIPER 12 12'6" 27.25 15.50 49 
XI 11 11 'A" 29 15 45 

In areas where we do not 
, &hawk &mu have dealers, we will ship 
1- 963 N. Hwy. 427, Longwwd, FL 32750, (407) 834-3233, Fax (407) 8344292 Roya1ex canoes direct- & 
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For me it was a chance to 
run rivers that I hadn't seen 
in a decade. The boaters I 
met showed just how the 
sport has changed 

The TVA's 800 number 
(800 2382264) ,arranged 
through the considerable ef- 
forts of AWA Director Joe 
Greiner, gives an excellent 
profile of water conditions. 
First we ran the Doe River 
Gorge, complete with a bike 
shuttle featuring a steep 
climb and nasty dogs. That 
much hadn't changed a bit! 
The last time I saw the Doe, 
it was about a foot past the 
recommended upper leveL 
This time, hovering at six 
inches above zero, it was 
steeper, but much less pushy. 

Winding our way through 
boulder drops and lifting the 
nastierplaces I was struck, 
as always, by the beauty of 
the place, as well as by the 

rocky rapids which gave it 
an evil reputation. In the 
70's our gear was 
home-made and prone to 
failure. Cracked hulls and 
blown-out footbraces on 
steep rivers were common. 
But modem roto-molded 
boats make these events 
rare, even on rocky, abusive 
streams, allowing rocks to 
be smacked with impunity. 

The that evening we 
drove over the crest of the 
Smokes to Wilson's Creek 
The water looked low, but 
we were assured by local 
paddlers that it was 
boatable. I remembered a 
time years ago when a 
group of us, warming up for 
a shot at Linville Gorge, got 
thrashed and humbled on 
this river! But these guys 
lived close by and had the 
river wired. They drifted ca- 
sually into "Ten Foot Falls" 

Wetsuits 

Paddle Jackets 

Lined Jackets Wktm s&u& 
Economy Suits g- 
Paddle Pants 

Throw Bags 

Sprayskirts 

Paddlemitts 

Backstraps 

Booties 

Box 31 55 

J Boulder, CO 80307 

without any explanation or 
fanfare, negotiating the drop 
with hand signals. In a rapid 
called "Boat Buster" (which 
we used to call "Can 
Openern) one of them took 
a "boof" line which avoided 
the sharp, nasty rock en- 
tirely. We hadn't learned 
this technique back then; it 
opens up a lot of possibili- 
ties. At "Staircasen the 
group took a line which we 
would have never tried in 
the old days. It was fine. 
With "the boysn showing us 
the way, we proceeded to 
run a number of drops 
which I had previously por- 
taged. 

Later we encountered 
Lee Belknap, an AWA direc- 
tor who knows the 
Wautauga as well as any- 
one. With the level a low 
-10" on a sunny New Year's 
day it seemed like a good 

SAFETY 
time to get re-acquainted. I 
remembered a stress-filled 
run in '74 which featured 
more water and a running 
argument with Jack Wright 
over whether he really 
knew where "The E'alls" 
were. But Lee did what I've 
done many times over the 
years; he guided us by stop- 
ping above the major drops 
and carefully explaining the 
moves ahead. With the ex- 
ception of the Falls and one 
other rapid (a nasty left turn 
against an undercut which 
Lee cleverly neutralized 
with a boof move) we did 
no scouting or carrying, and 
had a fast, trouble-free run. 

We swung south to the 
Little River of Tennessee, 
passing through the Las 
Vegasquality light shows at 
Gatlinburg and Pigeon 
Forge. The water, a s  usual, 
was low but entertaining 

Presents 

Whitewater Dancer II 
Thisvideo has it all! Underwate~ 
rolls, the 89 Worlds, Rodeos 
Hot wave and hole surfing, Clas5 
V wipeouts, Tunes by Work 
Famous Fiddle Master Pap; 
John Creech! HI-FI stereo 55 Min. 

 OW to Organize a Successful River/Outdoor Cleanup 
Zntertaining and informative. Of special interest toclubs. Gel 
nvolved. CLEAN UP A RIVER. HI-FI stereo 18 Min. 

iighlights of the Grand Canyon '90 
;et into The Grand Canyon. See the big drops and ar 
nnertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes. 
i t -F I  stereo 43 Min. 

iighlights of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork and 
3ig Sandy 
See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes. 
i t -Fl  stereo 43 Min. 

4 0 ~  to Modify a Sabre 
111 you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic 
iayboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous 
unes. HI-FI stereo 49 Min. 

To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order 
or $1 9.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to: 

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS 
12 Freedom Drive, Collinsville, CT 06022, 2031693-8750 
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SAFETY 
enough. I'd heard that 
people were now running 
the Sinks; we'd passed up 
this 12' waterfall in '71 be- 
cause the main chute lands 
on solid rock This drop, for- 
merly reserved for the certi- 
fied crazies, has become 
more popular since the dii- 
covery of a deep, clean 
chute on the far right. Lee 
hit the line cleanly as I 
watched with the National 
Park crowd from shore. 

But some things don't 
change. At the end of our 
run lurked "The Elbow", a 
hard left turn grinding 
against some nasty-looking 
undercut rocks. Years ago 
I'd blundered through this 
mess blindly at much higher 
water, chasing a pair of 
swimming kayakers. I was 
not at all pleased with that 
run, and vowed to scout the 
next time! One look, and we 

carried the drop. 
Many rapids and rivers 

don't seem as hard as they 
did back then.My favorite 
example is Shoulder Snap 
per Falls on West Virginia's 
Tygart River, a 7' high, 
river-wide ledge. In 1972 
most people carried it; at 
the base of the main chute 
was a "Killer Hole". The 
drop was then called 
"Sweet's Retreatn after an 
epic pinning, shoulder dislo- 
cation, and swim suffered 
by many-time National C-1 
Champion John Sweet. 
Sweet's skill was legendary, 
and that story discouraged 
almost anyone. A few ex- 
perts tried a low water line 
which requires a paddler to 
catch a tough mid-stream 
eddy above the "killer holen, 
ferry to the far shore, and 
slip over a scrapy ledge into 
a rather aggressive reversal. 

But one day 
Mark Kuskie, an 
aggressive, up 
and-coming 
young kayaker, 
missed the eddy 
and dropped 
into the alleged 
"killer hole" 
backwards! He 
was flushed out 
so fast that he 
flipped and 
swam! 

A sixteen-year-old Jim 
Snyder caught the same 
eddy, looked over the edge, 
and followed him down. 
The next day Jim talked me 
into trying it, assuring me 
that the hole, viewed from 
the eddy, was clearly a 
washout. Now everyone is 
running the ledge, even at 
low levels when "Wright's 
Rock" makes high-impact 
pitoning a real possibility. 
It's hard to remember now 
what all the fuss was about! 

So our gear is better, and 
we're better trained. We 
read water better, and use 
easier and safer lines devel- 
oped through the combined 
experiences of hundreds of 
paddlers. First-timers are 
kept clear of trouble, 
guided by boaters who've 
made the run dozens of 
times. But in the 70's our ig- 
norance kept us safe. We 

Don't be sticky ... 
Let $20 find a hole in your pocket -* 

The A WA is fighting to save our whitewater 
resources. You can help. Your $20 member- 'U, .. 
ship fee is funneled dir&tly into our effective 
river conservation actions. Plus--every t 

member receives a bi-monthly subscription 
to American Whitewater.. . the best semi- 

-%, 

professional whitewater magazine in the world! 

Join the AWA today and receive American Whitewater at home 
Yes, I want to join the AWA and receive a subscription to American Whitewater. I've enclosed my tax-deductible 
contribution of $20.00 ($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to help conserve our whitewater resources and promote river safety. 

If you would like to make an additional contribution to help the AWA in it's safety and conservation efforts, please 
indicate the amount below. 

AWA membership dues .................... $20.00 How would you like your Optional contribution used? 
....................... Optional contribution $- Conservation (including Hydro and Access issues) 

Total amount ...................................... $- Safety 

I volunteer to help with c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  safety. events . 

Remember -you can contribute to the AWA conservation ~ r o m  through the Combined Federal Camnairm CFC #n8.19 



saw danger everywhere, and 
we entered every river and 
rapid prepared for trouble. 

Few people had run the 
tougher rivers more than 
once or twice before, so 
each run was like an explor- 
atory. Eddy scouting was a 
new and radical concept 
then; we exchanged leads 
constantly, moving from 
eddy to eddy and side to 
side, probing the river. 
Regular slalom racing taught 
us a lot about paddling pre- 
cisely; we learned to read 
the water and to run no drop 
blind. Major drops were 
scouted and treated with the 
respect; people frequently 
carried. We were pioneers 
of a sort, and pioneers learn 
to be very careful. 

Times change. Many of 
the runs which seemed "on 
the edgew are considered by 
today's paddlers to be Class 
IV, and rapids considered 
extremely dangerous are 
now thought to be an easy 
flush. Water levels once 
thought to be "really high" 
are now "great". I still re- 
member a strong group of 
paddlers who backed away 
from the Cheat River Can- 
yon at 4.5' because it was 
"too high"! When we finally 
ran it at that level years later 
it was with considerable re- 
spect; now it's a casual "fun 
levelw. 

The stuff being run today 
stymied the best paddlers of 
the 70's; North Carolina's in- 
famous Green River Gorge 
was "runw by several N.O.C. 
employees in '74 but never 
recommended because of 
excessive portages and copi- 
ous poison ivy. But as 
yesterday's exploratory be- 
comes today's classic, the 
mystery disappears, 
andalong with it goes the 
fear of the unknown that 
kept us alert. 

Freewheeling modem 
paddlers, armed with pre- 
cise knowledge of rapids 

and water levels, often lose 
some of the respect which 
characterized our runs. 
This more casual attitude 
can result in a letdown in 
the wrong place, permitting 
those small mistakes that 
lead to serious trouble. The 
rapids aren't any easier 
than what I encountered in 
the 70's, and although gear 

and knowledge has im- 
proved, the consequences 
of error remain. And while 
we we were going 
to die when we messed up, 
nowadays the chance of se- 
rious injury or death in rap- 
ids considered extreme or 
dangerous is much higher. 

In 1992 let's rediscover 
our caution. Make sure 

SAFETY 
your gear is right and your 
group well prepared. Run 
each river as though you've 
never seen it before. If you 
know the river well, fight 
against the complacency 
that comes to all of us all in 
familiar places. And no mat- 
ter how much fun you're 
having, never ever forget 
what you are dealing with. W 

A Video by Lars Holbek & Er~c Magneson 

Sierra Nevada Class V WILD AMERICANS 
Spectacular raft and kayak descents of three 
Sierra Nevada classics: the "gorgeous" Giant 
and Generation Gaps of the North Fork and 
the radical Golden Gate section of the South 
Fork American River. 
"Spectacular, stunning tootage of premier California 
Class V rivers as run by World class boaters." 
-Royal Robbins 
"The best pure whitewater video I've ever seen." 
-1olm Armstrony; hl~rrninkrr, Pmirnrtnmbi,-hcn R~zler 

Box 551 
Bie action. wirreouts, humor Lotus, CA 95651 - 

& original music. 
Narrated, 54 minutes! V I E  (916) 621-3154 

NORSEPADDL r COMPANY 
Wffl TEWA TER 

CANOE & KA YAK PADDLES 
w ~ t h  proven 

performance you demand 
durability yoi want 
value that makes $ sense 

Call or write for information & ouffitters in your area: 
RD 1, Spring Mills, PA 16875 8 14-422-8844 

i 
I 

RIVERSPORT 
21.3 Yough Street 

! Confluence. PA 1<545424 
i (814) 395-5744 

One ot the top uh~teuatrr schools In the 
I countrq Riversport offrrs a safe yet 
I challeng~ng experience for f~nt time begmners 
I as \cell as expens 

Fnrndl) mstructors small claxsrs excellrnt 
, eqwprnent and a beaut~ful nberfront camp 

combme to prob~de the perfect setting for 
Iearn~ng uhwuater sk~lls Students are 
carefull\ placed In small classes accord~ng to 

/ skdl le\rl paddlmg Interest and age Utz 
Ruardntet. \our w~sfact~on Ask about dur  PO Box 209  Spr~ngf~eld OR 97477  spec ~al c l ~ n ~ c s  and group rates 

L- - _ I  503 ( 7 4 7  22721 



ADK Schenectady 
P.O. Box 733 
Schenectady, NY 12301 

Adobe Whitewater Club 
P.O. Box 3835 
Albuquerque, NM 87190 

AMC Berkshire Chapter 
d o  Mike Zabre 
34 Russell Street 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

AMC Connecticut Chapter 
C/O Jan Larkin 
151 Hamilton Drive 
Manchester, CT 06040 

AMC New York 
C/O Trudy L. Wood 
41 W. 96th St., Apt. 3C 
New York, NY 10025 

AMC S.E. Mass. 
d o  Mark Klim 
49 Record Street 
Stoughton, MA 02072 

America Outdoors 
P.O. Box 1348 
Knoxville, TN 37901 

American Swan Boat 
Association 
C/O Glen F. Green 
312 Duff Avenue 
Wenonah, NJ 08090 

Appalachian Paddling 
Enthusiasts 
d o  YMCA 
P.O. Box 60 
Erwin, TN 37650 

Arkansas Valley Whitewater 
Club 
P.O. Box 593 
Salida, CO 81201 

Beartooth Paddlers 
P.O. Box 20432 
Billings, MT 59104 

Birmingham Canoe Club 
P.O. Box 951 
Birmingham, AL 35201 

Bluegrass Wildwater Assoc. 
P.O. Box 4231 
Lexington, KY 40544 

Boat Busters Anonymous 
2961 Hemingway Ave. 
Oakdale, MN 55128 

O U T F I T T E R S  
S T O R E  C A T A L O G  

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR 
WHITEWATER PADDLING, 

WE MAIL ANYTHING FROM A PAIR 
OF NOSECLIPS TO A KAYAK. 

FOR A FREE CATALOG CALL 
(80Q) 3674521 

FAX (704) 488-2498 
19 W, BRYSON CITY, NC 2871 3-91 14 

Buck Ridge Ski Club 
P.O. Box 179 
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 

Canoe Club of Greater 
Harrisburg 
do Mary Klaue 
R.D. 1, Box421 
Middleburg, PA 17842 

Canoe Cruisers Association 
C/O Mac Thornton 
322 10th Street SE 
Washington, DC 20003 

Carolina Canoe Club 
P.O. Box 12932 
Raleigh, NC 27605 

Central Georgia River 
Runners 
P.O. Box 6563 
Macon, GA 31208 

Chicago Whitewater Assoc. 
C/O Marge Cline 
1343 N. Portage 
Palatine, IL 60067 

Chota Canoe Club 
P.O. Box 8270 
University Station 
Knoxville, TN 37916 

Club Adventure 
d o  Adventure Quest 
P.O. Box 184 
Woodstock, VT 05091 

Colorado Rocky Mtn. School 
d o  Bob Campbell 
1493 Rd. 106 
Carbondale, CO 81623 

Colorado Whitewater 
Association 
P.O. Box 4315 
Englewood, CO 801554315 

E. Tennessee Whitewater 
Club 
P.O. Box 5774 
Oak Ridge, TN 37831-5774 

Foothills Canoe Club 
P.O. Box 6331 
Greenville, SC 29606 

Garden State Canoe Club 
C/O Tony Baroni 
RR 2, BOX 8704-C 
Milford, PA 18337 

Georgia Canoeing Assoc. 
P.O. Box 7023 
Atlanta, GA 30357 

G.L.O.P. 
C/O James Tibensky 

P.O. Box 2576 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Greater Baltimore Canoe Club 
P.O. Box 591 
Ellicott City, MD 21041-1841 

Guadalupe River Paddlels 
d o  Betty Walls 
1781 Spyglass Drive, #I53 
Austin, TX 78746-7914 

Headwaters Paddling Assoc. 
Box 1392 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

Hoosier Canoe Club 
C/O Dave Ellis 
4770 N. Kessler Blvd. 
Indianapolis, IN 46208 

Housatonic Area Canoe & 
Kayaksquad 
104 Kent Rd. 
Comwall Bridge, CT 06754 

Idaho State Outdoor Pgm. 
C/O Ron Watters 
Box 81 18, ISU 
Pocatello, ID 83209 

Kansas City Whitewater Club 
C/O G. Rebecca Stark 
5600 Kenwood Avenue 
Kansas City, MO 64110 

Kayak & Canoe Club of 
Boston 
d o  Peter Cogan 
Box 123 
Putney, VT 05346 

Kayaking I-IV 
C/O Schumacher 
471 Hagemann Dr. 
Livermore, CA 94550 

KCCNY 
C/O Pierre De Rham 
P.O. Box 195 
Garrison, NY 10524 

Keelhaulers Canoe Club 
C/O Jane Allinson 
375 Erieview 
Sheffield Lake, 011 44054 

Lansing Oar & Paddle Club 
C/O Jay Hanks 
P.O. Box 26254 
Lansing, MI 48909 

Leaping Lounge Lizards 
d o  Rick Norman 
3437 E. Green St. 
Pasadena, CA 91 107 



Ledyard Canoe Club 
Box 9 
Hanover, NH 03755 

Lehigh Valley Canoe Club 
P.O. Box 4353 
Bethlehem, PA 18018-0353 

Lower Columbia Canoe Club 
1714 SE 52nd Avenue 
Portland, OR 97215 

Meramec River Canoe Club 
C/O Earl Biffle 
26 Lake Road 
Fenton, MO 63026 

Menimack Valley Paddlers 
d o  George May 
157 Naticook Road 
Menimack, NH 03054 

Metropolitan Canoe & Kayak 
P.O. Box 021868 

I Brooklyn, NY 11202-0040 

Minnesota Canoe Assoc. 
P.O. Box 13567 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 

Missouri Whitewater Assoc. 
C/O Dale Brown, President 
5576 Pershing Avenue, #11 
St. Louis, MO 631 12 

Mohawk Canoe Club 
15 Andrea Lane 
Trenton, NJ 08619 

The Prijon line of kayaks are blowmolded 
from HTP-thelinest High Molecular Weight 
Polyethylene. Its stiffness and durability to- 
gether with our true Keyhole cockpits and 
collision plate footbraces set a 
standard lor safety +I. 

*- 
The Finest Hayaks Around the World and C O ~ ~ O , I  ".t 

nl*;-' * , .". -% , .  J 
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Duo 
~ t e r  K2 
single. 

guiding 
!s. You can fall in love with a Topo-Duo. 

Iformation on these boats and the rest 
iion line, call or write: (303) 444-2336 
nc. P.O. Box 4617, Boulder, CO 80306 

AFFILIATES 
National Park Service 
Upper Delaware S&RR 
P.O. Box C 
Narrowsburg, NY 12764 

NORS 
C/O Mary McCurdy 
Box 6847 
Colorado Springs, CO 80904 

Northwest Passage 
1130 Greenleaf Ave. 
Wilrnette, IL 60091 

Nova Riverunners 
P.O. Box 1129 
Chickaloon, AK 99674 

Ontario Voyageurs Kayak 
Club 
P.O. Box 41 
Adelaide Post Office 
Toronto, Ontario M5C 2H8 
Canada 

Outdoor Adventure Program 
Bldg. 2807 
Mt. Home AFB. ID 83648-5000 

i i ~ U A L ~ T Y  W H I T E  W A T E R  PRooucTs 
-. 
I I 

1 
Aluminum rowlng frames camp 
k~tchens, dry boxes and tables 

Achllles & SOTAR ~nflatable boats and 
FlshRlte alumtnurn boats & sleds 

(503) 773-5582 
1385 Justice Road 

Central Point, OR 97502 
Call or W r ~ t e  for our 

Free River Equipment Catalog 

Kayak trips for experts only, with no rafts to wait 
for. Run the Bio-Bio while the proposed dams 
remain unbuilt. Then go on to the legendary water- 
falls of the Fuy and the giant, clear waves of the 
Futaleufu. Run more whitewater and see more of 
Chile than you can any other way. Call now to 
reserve your choice of kayak model and departure 
date, and to receive further information and a list 
of all past participants, (who have come from nine 
different countries,) so you can confer with some 
of them. Sport Intern8tionsl. 314 N .  20th St., 
Suite 300, Colorado Springs, CO 80904 USA. 
719-520-1784. 800-779-1 784. FAX 719-630-1892. 
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P.O. Box 16032 
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C/O Perception Inc. 
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Philadelphia Canoe Club 
4900 Ridge Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA 19128 
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c/o Sarah Dentoni 
610 North Cascade #6 
Colorado Springs, CO 
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Rhode Island Canoe 
Association 
c/o Dave Hevner 
254 Bailey Woods Road 
Brooklyn, CT 06234 

River Rendezvous 
P.O. Box 888 
Telluride, CO 81435 

River Touring Section 
Sierra Club - Angeles Chapter 
CjO Dave Ewoldt 
9624 Saluda Avenue 
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d o  Bill Sgrinia 
1206 Kessler Mill Road 
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P.O. Box 1164 
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c/o Dave Kim 
3309 Oxford Lane 
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Sierra Club RTS 
c/o Lynne Van Ness 
159 Southwind Drive 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

Sierra Nevada WW Club 
C/O Charlie Albright 
7500 Gladstone Drive 
Reno, NV 89506 

Texas Whitewater Assoc. 
P.O. Drawer 5429 
Austin, TX 78763 

b Rivers Paddling Club 
Yo Barry Adams 
I1 1 Smokey Wood Drive 
'ittsburgh, PA 15218 

l'oledo River Gang 
Yo Mike Sidell 
i26 Louisiana Avenue 
'errysburg, OH 43551 

Mad River Runners 
>.O. Box 24094 
Winston-Salem, NC 
?7114494 

3. of Maine at Machias 
Library 
3 O'Brien Ave. 
Nachias, ME 04654 

University of Tennessee 
Canoe & Hiking Club 
2106  Andy Holt Avenue 
Knoxville, TN 37996-2900 

Valdez Alpine Club 
c/o Andrew Embick 
P.O. Box 1889 
Valdez, AK 99686 

Viking Canoe Club 
P.O. Box 32263 
Louisville, KY 40232 

Waterline 
CjO Irv Tolles 
36 Bay Street 
Manchester, NH 03104-3003 

West Virginia Wildwater 
Assoc. 
P.O. Box 8413 
S. Charleston, WV 25303 

Western Cmlina  Paddlers 
C/O Chris Newcomb 
Route 1, Box 522 
Candler, NC 28715 

Wildcat Canoe Club 
C/O Michael Ranstead 
3425 E. 106th St. 
Carmel, IN 46032 

Willamette Kayak & Canoe 
Club 
P.O. Box 1062 
Corvallis, OR 97339 
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h a s u r e r  Jim Scott 
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Wendy Wilson 
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T hose of us who 
volunteer our 
time to the AWA 

are understandably proud 
of it. The document repre- 
sents a coherent, carefully 
considered review of the 
diverse river access prob- 
lems plaguing recreational 
boaters across the coun- 
try. It also offers practical 
suggestions and guide- 
lines that could provide 
solutions. Although in 
many respects it is politi- 
cally sensitive, it is not in- 
flammatory. It should 
serve to focus the atten- 
tion of the whitewater 
community on access is- 
sues. And hopefully, as 
an official policy state- 
ment of the American 
Whitewater Affiliation, it 
will provide ammunition 
to the hundreds of 
whitewater activists work- 
ing to develop and main- 
tain access to rivers and 
streams all across the 
country. 

Reviewing the finely 
polished product, it is 
hard to believe that it was 
prepared so quickly. The 
decision to produce the 
document was made at 
the AWA Board meeting 
at the 92 Gauley Festival. 
Incredibly, the committee 
charged with the respon- 
sibility of draf t i i  the 

document completed 
their work in less than 
four months. This reflects 
upon the seriousness and 
urgency of the access 
situation, as well as on the 
commitment and dedica- 
tion of the volunteers who 
created and perfected the 
final draft. 

A trio of well-known 
and respected river con- 
servationists served as the 
nucleus for the committee 
that created the docu- 
ment: Pope Barrow, Ric 
Alesch and Rich Bowers. 
Others who contributed 
significantly to the project 
were Bob Glanville, Pete 
Skinner, Tom Christopher 
and Lee Belknap. Their 
contribution in terms of 
time, energy and exper- 
tise was enormous, and 
they deserve the gratitude 
of every whitewater 
boater in the United 
States. Next time you see 
one of them on the 
river. ..shake his hand. 

Now take your t i e  
and read it carefully. You 
mght even want to 
tear it out and save it. 
Someday soon you may 
find yourself in the middle 
of a whitewater access 
battle. If so, we hope this 
official policy statement 
by the AWA will come in 
handy as you fight the 
good fight. 

"Tygart River, Valley 
falls: Rangers deny 
access citing safety 
concerns" 
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Prepared the Introduction 

River access has been a 
controversial issue at least 
since Roman times. The 
Institutes of Justinian, an- 
cient Engl~~h  judicial opin- 
ions, the Northwest Ordi- 
nance, the obscure "equal 
footing" doctrine, and 
theories enunciated by 
the Supreme Court in 
1870 in the case of The 
Daniel Ball still influence 
the law in this country. 

In recent times, river 
use and the controversies 
surroundmg river use, 
have been changmg. No 
longer are fishmg nghts, 
the nght to clg for clams 
in the streambed, the 
nght to build docks, or the 
nght to float logs down- 
stream, the sole focus of 
conflict and controversy. 
Recreational use and en- 
joyment of rivers for float- 
ing, sport fishmg, 
kayakmg, and canoeing 
have become popular pas- 
times for many people 
and have spawned their 
own unique brands of 
controversy. 

In the context of 
whitewater sports, ad- 
vances in equipment, 
technique, and skills have 
been arriving at an expo- 
nential rate. Boaters are 
now organizing regular 
competitions on river seg- 
ments which 10 years ago 
were viewed as cascades 
of almost impossible diffi- 
culty - Gore Cmyon on 

the Colorado, Great Falls 
on the Potomac, and the 
North Fork of the Payette 
in Idaho. 

Meanwhile, rivers are 
becoming more populated 
and river side lands more 
developed. There are 
more dams and diver- 
sions, more timber and 
mining operations, and 
more homes being built 
along river banks as 
ranches and farms are 
carved up in the nation's 
seemmgly inexorable slide 
towards urbanization and 
suburbanization. With 
more recreationists on the 
river, and more projects 
for power generation, irri- 
gation, flood control, and 
drinlnng water supply, 
and more people using 
stream side lands for ev- 
e- and anythmg, the 
possibilities of conflict 
continue to grow. To 
make matters worse, the 
lit@ous inclinations of the 
American public show no 
signs of abating. 

Confusion over the 
nghts and obhgations of 
boaters versus the nghts 
and obhgations of land- 
owners and other river us- 
ers is matched by the un- 
certainly about the proper 
role of government river 
managmg agencies. How 
responsible should those 
agencies be for the safety 
of those who undertake 
risk-takmg recreational 
activities on public lands ? 
What rules are needed to 
protect rivers and riverine 

areas from environmental 
damage ? What agency 
policies are best to insure 
fairness between compet- 
ing river user groups ? 
Who should pay for facili- 
ties and services provided 
to make river access pos- 
sible ? What if those facili- 
ties are used by sightseers 
and hikers as well as river 
runners ? What obhga- 
tions do water project de- 
velopers have to make up 
for the destruction of rec- 
reational opportunities 
when dams are built or li- 
censed by the govem- 
ment ? 

There are Mficult pub- 
lic policy issues which af- 
fect the opportunities of 
whitewater boaters to 
pursue their sport. 

The American 
Whitewater Affiliation has 
prepared this paper to 
clanfy our own policies 
about these issues and to 
give government agencies, 
other river user groups, 
and the general public a 
better idea of what 
whitewater recreationists 
(at least those in the 
American Whitewater Af- 
filiation) think. 

We hope that placing 
these policies on the table 
for public debate vvlll con- 
tribute to a resolution of 
conflicts, ultimately lead- 
ing to a better and more 
enjoyable relationship 
among river users and 
river managers - and to a 
better relationship with 
rivers by all concerned. 



General Policy Statement 
The American Whitewater Affiliation 

seeks to assure nghts of public access to 
rivers and streams for recreational use by 
human-powered water craft. 

Policies on Critical 
Access Issues: 

GOVERNMENTAL 
LIMITS ON RIVER 

ACCESS 

1. Fees for Access to Rivers. 
2. Limits to Control Canying 
Capacity and Allocate Use Among 
Different Groups 
3. Limits on Access for Safety or to 
Avoid Liability 
4. Access to Whitewater Affected by 
Water Projects. 
5. Bans on River Access for 
Environmental Protection. 

PRIVATE LIMITS ON 
RIVER ACCESS 

6. Access Points on Private Land. 
7. The Right to Boat on Streams 
Through Private Lands. 

1. Fees for Access 

AWA Policy: 
No fees should be imposed on kayakers, canoeists, or 

rafters merely to travel on a river or stream. 
Fees imposed on boaters for the use of public lands* 

(includmg use to gain access to a river) should be iden- 
tical to the fees paid by all other users of the public 
land area unless these fees offset costs of special river 
access facilities and services needed by boaters to ob- 
tain safe access to the river. Any such special access 
fees should be adopted only after notice to, and input 
from, the boating public. 

Annual permits for public land entry should be avail- 
able on-site in addition to slngle visit entry fees. 

*Note: This statement applies only to fees for access 
through public lands. Access through private lands is 
covered in item #6. Access at water projects is covered 
by item #4. 

Explanation: 
Federal, State, and local fees on river travel by small 

self-guided human-powered boats are unnecessary and 
unjustified by any public policy. State and local fees on 
travel by water on rivers navigable under Federal law 
may even be unconstitutional as an unreasonable bur- 
den on commerce, a violation of the Federal naviga- 
tional servitude wontma v. United States, 450 U.S. 
544 (1981)), a violation of the nght to travel protected 
by the privileges and immunities clause (Edwards v. 
California, 314 U.S. 160 (1941)), or a combination of 
two or more of these three theories. 

Even on streams which have the physical capacity to 
float small craft but which are not navigable as a matter 
of Federal law, State and local government fees and 
other restrictions on the public recreational travel on 
the stream may be invalid under State law. (Hitchmgs 
v. Del Rio Woods Recreation and Parks District, 55 Cal. 
App.3d 560, 127 Cal. Rptr. 830 (1st Dist. 1976). 

The use of public lands, including river access 
points, may be subject to the payment of general en- 
trance or user fees, but it is discriminatory to impose 
fees on boaters using public lands if lesser fees, or no 
fees, are charged to other users of those lands. Both 
groups benefit from the same or similar facilities and 
services and have similar impacts on the area's natural 
resources. 

If special facilities or services are needed for boater 
access or for some other legitimate purpose uniquely 



"'Lower Youghiogheny, Ohiopyle 
Fal1s:Breaking the Law" 

related to recreational boating use, 
special fees on boaters may be rea- 
sonable. Safe parkmg needed exclu- 
sively for boaters at a heavily used 
river may, for example, be such a situ- 
ation. Boaters do not object to fees 
offsetting the costs of minimal facili- 
ties and services needed and used 
only by them. However, these situa- 
tions are rare. 

On rivers where special fees are 
imposed for boater access, self-guided 
boaters, and the local and national 
groups which represent them, should 
be included in the planning &d implementation of the 
fees. Public comment should be solicited and these 
user groups should be specifically notified. The reasons 
for the fee and the costs of any facilities funded by the 
fee should be fully articulated to the affected public be- 
fore the fee is adopted. 

Self-guded boaters typically need and desire only 
the most minimal river access facilities. Extensive or 
elaborate facilities for river access (especially those in 
the sensitive riparian zone) are not justified and should 
not be constructed for the benefit of, and at the ex- 
pense of, a user group which does not need or desire 
them. 

Unnecessary access services are also objectionable, 
especially if funded by fees. Reservations, for example, 
together with reservation fees, would be acceptable 
only if all of the following conditions are met: 

(1) The river is so heavily used that reservations 
are necessary to provide boaters who drive long dis- 
tances with a reasonable assurance of futdmg slots 
available. 

(2) A reasonable portion of the total self-guided 
river use is not subject to prior reservation so that slots 
remain available for "standby" users without payment 
of reservation fees. phis is necessary to provide a bal- 
ance between frequent or local users and more distant 
"planned users.) 

(3) All unused reservation slots are available to 
standby users on a first come-first served basis without 
payment of reservation fees. 

Annual permits are more cost effective for the regu- 
latory authority, less burdensome for the boater, and 
jo not discriminate against local users as much as do 
smgle visit access fees. Slngle visit fees are more appro- 
?riate for occasional infrequent visitors. Both smgle 
&it permits and annual permits should be readily avail- 
able on site at convenient times; annual permits should 
dso be available by mail. 

Case Studies: 
Lower Youghiogheny 

In 1992, on the Lower Yoq$uogheny River, where 
the access is controlled at Ohiopyle State Park in Pem- 
sylvania, the Bureau of State Parks and Department of 
Environmental Resources began imposing a $2.50 "res- 
ervation fee" on private boaters as a condition of their 
access to the river. This fee is in addition to a $1.25 
mandatory shuttle fee. 

This fee is essentially an access fee, despite the 
name "reservation" fee. Boaters must pay regardless of 
whether they call ahead to reserve a launch t i e  or 
simply show up to paddle the river on a "stand-by" ba- 
sis. Boaters must pay for reservations even during low 
use periods. Local boaters who want only to paddle a 
mile of river as a morning workout must pay the same 
fee as people b o a t i  the entire river on a weekend 
trip. No fees are imposed on other park users who use 
the same facilities (changmg rooms, restrooms, trails, 
parlnng) as do the boaters. 

The Lower Yough fees embody almost every objec- 
tionable characteristic of the wrong kind of river access 
fees. They are labelled as a reservation fee but are actu- 
ally an access fee. They clearly discriminate against 
paddlers. The fees do not benefit boaters, or river-re- 
lated resources, or pay for facilities or services provided 
to boaters. The fees were implemented without wam- 
ing to, or consultation with, national and local boating 
organizations whose members bear the full b m t  of the 
fees.The fees discriminate against local boaters since 
no annual permit is available and fees are collected 
even during some off peak time periods. 

Gennesse River 
On the Genessee River in Letchworth State Park, 

New York, a 4.5 mile class 11-111 run, boaters are re- 
quired to pay a $5.00 permit fee to access the river 
(more than $1 per mile !). In addition to this fee, boat- 



ers must also sign a variety of waiver forms, depending 
on river levels, and at an arbitrary "hgh level" the river 
is closed to boating. Boaters must also certlfy their skill 
level at each increased river level. Until boaters pro- 
tested, they were even required to submit a permit ap- 
plication 5 days in advance of their trip! 

This permit/fee is subject to all of the same problems 
as the permit/fees at the Lower Yough, combined with a 
level of excessive regulatory red tape unmatched any- 
where else. Management policies at the Gorge also vio- 
late the policy explained in item #3 below (relating to 
regulations for boater safety).The Letchworth Gorge is 
the classic example of regulatory overkill, funded by an 
exorbitant and unnecessary fee. 

Great Falls, Potomac River 
At Great Falls National Park in Virginia, and at other 

National Parks and State Parks, a daily entrance fee is 
collected by the National Park Service at the gate from 
all park visitors, includmg those entering merely to gain 
access to the river. An annual park entry permit is also 
available on site or by mail for $10. These fees are the 
same for river users as for picnickers and other users. 
The daily fees are not collected on low use days when 
fee collections would not generate enough revenue to 
justify fee collection costs. AWA does not object to 
these park entry permits and fees at Great Falls Na- 
tional Park, except that AWA believes that fee rev- 
enues should be dedicated to management, mainte- 
nance, and protection of park lands and not be used as 
general revenues. 

No fee is charged by the State of Maryland in 
connection with the lifetime registration required for 
boaters to run the falls. (See item #3 below.) 

Top: "Gennessee: Fees and red tape" Bottom: "Potomac River, Great Falls: Access for boaters negotiated by AWA members" 

AWA Policy: 
Mandatory limits on recreational river use should not 

be adopted unless a clear need is demonstrated after 
less restrictive voluntary alternatives have been at- 
tempted. 

Rationing of limited access should be fair. When 
separate quotas for commercial and self-guided groups 
are adopted by river managment agencies, they should 
provide both user groups with similar opportunities to 
gain access to the river. 

To reduce disparities in river access opportunities, 
new methods of allocating use between commercial 
and self-guided groups should be tried on a limited ba- 

sis, and if proved workable, adopted on a wider basis. 
However, new allocation schemes whch undermine 
the financial viability of commercial operations are not 
considered workable. 

On regulated rivers, river management quotas for 
separate groups can become increasingly unfair over 
time unless they are periodically updated to adjust to 
changes in demand levels among the different user 
groups. 

All segments of the boating public should be repre- 
sented fairly on any advisory committees appointed to 
address river management issues. In m a w  manage- 
ment decisions, includmg decisions to control river 
traffic, river managing agencies should solicit and re- 



spond to public comments and justifytheir decisions in 
writing. 

Rules that totally ban any recreational user group 
from a river segment at all times in favor of other recre- 
ational users should never be adopted. 

On some extremely crowded rivers with commercial 
use limits and no noncommercial use limits, the com- 
mercial use limit should not be set at such a hgh level 
as to create safety hazards due to congestion. These 
hazards become a de facto limitation on access by self- 
guided boaters. 

Explanation: 
Two basic principles should guide river access regu- 

lations adopted to control c a m  capacity: (1) Avoid 
unnecessary regulation of access, and (2) recognizmg 
that rivers are public resources, regulations should be 
fair to various segments of the public. 

Unnecessary regulation of access: 
A major benefit of river recreation is to allow indi- 

viduals to escape from their regulated, structured ev- 
eryday lives and enjoy the freedom of the outdoors. 
Excessive regulation undermines this benefit. Inforrna- 
tion and education may be more than sufficient, and 
will always be more cost effective and less controversial 
than complex and detaiied regulatory controls. For ex- 
ample, telephone hot lines or similar means of providing 
boaters with information about crowded conditions, 
voluntary reservation systems, and other indirect con- 
trols (such as those used in wilderness areas) may be 
effective in reducing peak use to acceptable levels. For 
these reasons, river managers should always use less 
burdensome management alternatives before resorting 
to use limits. 

As use increases on popular whitewater streams, it 
becomes increasmgly difficult to protect the resource 
and to insure that the experience of the recreational 
public is not degraded by overcrowded conditions. This 
is especially true of rivers managed to protect wilder- 
ness values. When demand for river use exceeds the 
c a m  capacity (supply), something has to give. This 
normally means that river use must be rationed in some 
manner. 

Fairness: 
Rivers are public resources. Therefore, if river use is 

to be limited and rationed among potential users, the 
ratiorung scheme should allocate available river use 
fairly. 

Traditional approaches to limiting river use often in- 
volve designating commercial and self-guided boaters 
as separate groups and establishmg a separate quota for 
each based on existing use patterns at the time the 

quotas are initially established. A "split" allocation sys- 
tem was first adopted on the Grand Canyon and later 
followed on other rivers due to a "misunderstanding of 
the management decision adopted on the Grand Can- 
yon. (S. Bates, Recreation use Limits and use Alloca- 
tion on the Lower Deschutes River, 19%). 

AWA does not endorse or oppose split allocation sys- 
tems in principle.Nor are these systems are advocated 
or opposed by commercial boating interests. They are a 
management technique adopted by government agen- 
cies for convience of administration. However, mem- 
bers of each user group often view split allocation sys- 
tems, as they are now implemented, as unfair to each 
group for different reasons. 

Split allocation systems essentially create two 
queues of people waiting for access to a public natural 
resource. Fairness dictates that members of the public 
in both queues should be entitled to a roughly equiva- 
lent opportunity to gain access to the river. Neither 
queue, in other words, should be radically longer than 
the other. 

Split allocation systems become unfair when no ad- 
justments are made over time. This is because the rela- 
tive balance between commercial demand and demand 
for self-guided trips may dramatically change over time. 
The failure to adjust split allocation quotas to changing 
demand levels can create large imbalances between 
river access opportunities available to the different 
groups. The change can favor commercial users or self- 
guided boaters. It is a two-edged sword. 

For example under a hypothetical split allocation 
system which sets both commercial and self-guided use 
quotas at 50% based on an existing 50-50 use pattern, 
if demand for self-guided trips increases more rapidly 
than commercial demand, it will become increasmgly 
difficult for seE-guided boaters to obtain a river permit 
than for commercial boaters. On the other hand, if 
commercial demand rises faster than demand for self- 
guided trips, the system will eventually provide dispro- 
portionate access opportunities for self-guided boaters. 

If commercial and self-guided boaters are to be sub- 
ject to rationing of river use with separate quotas, river 
managers should devise methods to adjust the quotas 
to keep supply and demand for both types of trips in 
reasonable balance over time. However, these methods 
will be acceptable only if they allow commercial rafting 
industries to operate successful and stable business op- 
erations. 

Split allocation systems often have other problems. 
For example, they sometimes count the number of 
boats rather than people. This kind of split should be 
avoided because it has a built-in bias against small 
boats, like kayaks and canoes. In addition, split alloca- 
tion systems should provide for the reallocation of un- 
used slots so that those slots are not wasted. Many self- 
guided trips cannot use the full trip allocation (some- 



times as hlgh as 24 persons). The unused slots should 
be reallocated, not forfeited. 

In some situations, even unregulated users can be 
unfairly excluded by the quotas set for regulated use. 
For example, if commercial use limits are set so h i  as 
to occupy the entire phycial carrying capacity of the 
river, self-guided trips are effectively denied access to 
the river. This has recently begun to occur on a few 
popular rivers with exceptionally h i  levels of com- 
mercial use. If government agencies take on the re- 
sponsibility of regulating commercial use (or both com- 
mercial and noncommercial use) on these rivers, they 
should ensure that 
commercial use levels 
are not set so h i  as to 
create safety hazards. 

It is unfair to require 
self-guided boaters to 
search for low-use time 
periods or to go to 
other rivers because 
commercial use occu- 
pies the river's full 
physical carrying ca- 
pacity. Rivers are pub- 
lic resources which 
should be fairly shared 
among all members of 
the public. 

On rivers with ex- 
tremely heavy cornmer- 
cial traffic, a regulatory 
approach which would 
enhance safety and fair- 
ness would be to pro- 
vide launch "windows" 
(periods of time, in- 
cludmg a portion of 

Raxter in Western Wildlands, Vol. 16, p.38 (1991)). 
T h  approach should be more extensively used in river 
management. 

Grand Canyon 
The first split allocation system was established at 

the Grand Canyon of the Colorado River. The split al- 
lotment formula allocates 68% of the use to commercial 
trips and 32% to self-guided boaters. The allocation 
system has not been adequately adjusted since its ini- 
tial establishment many years ago, despite a continually 
changing pattern of noncommercial versus commercial - - -  

boater demand. At the 

l i 

"Middle Fork of the Salmon: Annual 
lottery determines access" 

"prime" river time) dur- 
ing which commercial 
traffic congestion will be limited to levels which do not 
effectively exclude self-guided boater use. 

Case Studies: 
Smith River 

Although frequently used in land management con- 
texts, even for wilderness areas, voluntary systems to 
manage visitor traffic are seldom seen in river manage- 
ment. However, on the Smith River in Montana, boaters 
can call a voluntary reservation system to announce in- 
tended launch date and size of their party. The person 
administering the voluntary reservation system passes 
this information on to later callers who can then adjust 
their launch date to avoid crowdq. (For a more de- 
tailed description of the system, see the article by G. 

present time, self- 
guided boaters pay $25 
to get on a 10-year 
waiting list to obtain a 
launch date. Cornmer- 
cial access may be ob- 
tained with a much 
shorter wait (some- 
times only a few 
months or weeks) for 
those wdhg to pay at 
least $1,000 for their 
trip. 

Although self-guided 
boaters consider this 
system to be unfair, it 
has been upheld by the 
courts as within the 
range of agency man- 
agement discretion. 
(Wilderness Public 
R i t s  Fund v Kleppe, 
608 F.2d 1250 (9th Cir. 
1979)) 

Rogue River 
split allocation systems have also been upheld on 

the Rogue River despite protests from private boaters 
that the 50-50 split between self-guided and commer- 
cial users was arbitrary and violative of equal protec- 
tion. (United States v Garren, 893 F.2d 208 (9th Cir. 
1990)) 

Middle Fork of Salmon, and Selway Rivers 
Other strictly regulated western rivers, such as the 

Middle Fork of the Salmon and the Selway in Idaho, 
also have annual lottery systems. Demand for space on 
these rivers far outstrips available pemits. For self- 
guided trips demand greatly exceeds supply even 
where self-guided quotas are larger than quotas for 
guided trips. On the Selway self-guided trips have 



79.5% of the total allocation and on the Middle Fork 
self-guided trips have 56% of the total allocation. Yet 
self-guded boaters typically try year after yearwithout 
success to get a permit for these rivers. For those who 
can afford it, a slot on a guided trip can usaully be ob- 
tained a few months in advance. 

The supply and demand problem is exacerbated by 
agency rules which provide that unless a trip uses its 
full allocation (24 persons on the Middle Fork), the un- 
used slots are forfeited. This results in large percent- 
ages of unused river slots. In 1991, for example, 55% of 
the self-guded slots and 35% of the commercial slots 
were unused on the Middle Fork. The failure to reallo- 
cate these slots means that, on average, 12 slots are 
wasted on every self-guided trip on the Middle Fork. 

Westwater Canyon 
Split allocation systems are also sometimes used on 

day trip rivers like Westwater Canyon in Utah where 
rules have been changed over the last 10 years, without 
public input, m a w  it increasay difficult to get a 
self-guided pennit. 

Gaule y 
On the Gauley River in West Virginia, commercial 

river use levels during the 22 day fall draw down have 
been increased several times by the State legislature 
without any input from noncommercial boaters and 
without any consideration of the effect on noncomrner- 
cia1 boaters. Although noncommercial boaters are not 
subject to a use limit, commercial raft traffic is now so 
hgh at prime periods on the Gauley as to make it haz- 
ardous for kayakers and canoeists to be on the river at 
the same time as commercial raft trips. Collisions be- 
tween rafts and kayaks are common, and a typical com- 
mercial raft may we@ in excess of 2,000 pounds. 

Although kayakers and canoeists frequently seek out 
windows of lower than average use (late in the day irn- 

Top: "Middle Fork of the Salman: 
Private boaters' permit allocation 
questioned" 
Middle: "Selway River: Access by 
lottery: odds are one in thirty!" 
Bottom: "Gauley River: 
Cooperation by virtue of 
Congressional mandate" 

mediately prior to the time at which the water is turned 
off), this is usually extremely inconvenient and often 
impossible. 



Upper Youghiogheny 
A similar situation is beginnii to occur on the Upper 

Yougkuoghey in Maryland during 2-hour releases. Only 
commercial use levels are subject to a quota, but the 
quota for commercial r a f t i i  has been increased several 
times by the Maryland DNR and is now at a level at 
which- if fully utilized- no space would be available on 
the river for noncommercial boaters unless they are 
wdhg to run rapids in extremely close proximity to 
rafts. The situation is especially dangerous in drought 
periods when the Upper Yough becomes virtually the 
only whitewater river with class IV -V rapids anywhere 
in the region and both commercial and noncommercial 
river runners converge in large numbers on that river. 

Arkansas 
Brown's Canyon on the Arkansas has become so 

crowded with commercial rafts that noncommercial 
kayakers, rafts, and canoeists are avoiding the run. The 
Arkansas River Management Plan appears to endorse 
this effect as "self-regulation". 

"The Upper Yough: Quiet now , but 
they used to shoot at boaters" 

3. Limits on Access Bas Safety or to Amid LiaWlRy 
AWA Policy: 

Limits on river access to protect whitewater boaters 
from hazards perceived by government agencies to be 
associated with whitewater b o a t i  are generally unwise 
and unnecessary. 

Signs, w a r n i s ,  and other educational efforts are 
more effective than river access closures in reducing the 
exposure of inexperienced individuals to whitewater for 
which they are unqualified. 

An exception to the policies stated above exists on 
some extremely crowded rivers with commercial use 
limits. On those rivers the commercial use limit should 
not be set at such a h i  level as to create safety hazards 
due to congestion. 

Explanation: 
Unregulated whitewater b o a t i  has been remarkably 

free of fatal injuries in comparison to other sports. 
Paddlesport is today one of the quickest growing sports 
in the nation, with a 33% growth from 1983-1987. Many 
of these participants are engaged in whitewater pad- 
m. 

Despite this remarkable track record, whitewater 
boating is generally acknowledged to be a sport with 
some degree of inherent risk, like skmg, rock climbing, 

etc. This level of risk is accepted by participants in the 
sport and the liability for injury is assumed by those 
participating in the sport . 

Under a number of legal doctrines (sovereign immu- 
nity, assumption of risk, etc.), whitewater boaters are 
barred from h o l m  the government liable for injuries 
they sustain while participating in the sport. Their 
safety in whitewater- and at access points- is their own 
responsibility. 

However, any government agency which assumes 
the responsibility of judgmg the quahfication of persons 
participating in sports such as whitewater boating 
could also assume legal liability for boater injuries. 

Therefore, it is unwise for government agencies to 
assume this responsibhty. Decisions about what to run 
and when to run it are best made by those who will ex- 
perience the consequences of their decisions. 

Agencies whch have not attempted to assume these 
responsibilities have not been held liable for injuries to 
boaters on rivers under their management authority. 
For example, in Harmon v United States, (532 F.2d 669 
(1975)) the U.S. Forest Service was found not liable for 
death of rafters on the Middle Fork of the Salmon River 
in Idaho. The decision was based on the discretionary 
function exemption of Federal Tort Claims Act. (Gov- 
ernment liability cases are generally not based on land- 
owner liability reduction laws since most of those spe- 



cifically exclude government agencies from coverage. 
For a discussion of landowner liabihty laws see item 
#6.) 

Warmngs by sgn or brochure and other educational 
efforts means are the most effective tool government 
agencies have to reduce improve the safety of inexperi- 
enced individuals who encounter whitewater. Police- 
style restrictions normally require more manpower 
than is usually available, and inexperienced govern- 
ment employees are seldom able to d i s t i i h  be- 
tween people who arecapable of handhg whitewater 
and those who are not. Agency attempts to restrict all 
access to challenging whitewater often penalize experi- 
enced paddlers without impromg safety for the gen- 
eral public. 

AWA remains committed to educational efforts to 
improve whitewater boa t i i  safety. 

Case Studies 
Colorado State Law 

Under Colorado State law, county sheriffs had the 
authority to close whitewater rivers to all floating use 
during periods they deemed unsafe. In one extreme 
case, the sheriff typically attempted to close all rivers in 
the county during the entire spring run-off season. The 
Colorado Whitewater Association successfblly lobbied 
the State legislature to adopt an exemption for properly 
equipped whitewater boaters. 

Great F a  of the Potomac 
Lying just 14 miles outside of Washmgton, D.C., the 

Great Falls of the Potomac attracts tens of thousands of 

visitors each year, rnahng this one of the major natural 
attractions on the east coast. The Falls, dropping some 
65 feet in just a quarter-mile, also offer an excellent ex- 
pert boating resource. Despite the degree of difficulty 
and the proximity to a large population center, no pad- 
dler who has knowmgly attempted Great Falls has ever 
been killed or seriously injured. On the other hand, 
many hikers, "rock hoppers", and fishermen have fallen 
(without life jackets) into the river above the falls and 
suffered injury or death. 

The National Park Service initially banned all 
whitewater boating at Great Falls and imposed fines on 
violators. Signs warning the general public of dangers 
were nonexistent. These policies antagonized 
whitewater boaters but were not effective in diminiih- 
ing the death toll from drownings. 

The AWA and local whitewater groups worked out 
an agreement with the National Park Service (which 
controls both banks of the Falls), and the Maryland De- 
partment of Natural Resources (which controls the wa- 
ters in the river) a l l o w  whitewater access to the 
Falls. This agreement was embodied in Maryland DNR 
rules (effective Sept. 4, 1989) and in informal NPS 
policy. In deference to NPS fears of encouraging inex- 
perienced park visitors to attempt to mn the falls, pad- 
dlers agreed to a restriction on running the Falls after 
9:00 a.m. or before 5:00 PM when the park is likely to 
be crowded. 

In addition, under the agreement, a simple one-in-a- 
lifetime registration must be filed (at no cost) with the 
State of Maryland. This registration contains an 
acknowledgement by the paddler that he or she as- 
sumes the risk of p a d m  a Class VI rapid, including 
the fact that rescue may be impossible. Although the 



registration form is not available on site (which would 
be desirable), it is easily obtained by mail from the 
State or from AWA. 

AWA also strongly encouraged the NPS to post large 
warning signs at strategic locations with artistic drama- 
tization of the hazards to "rock hoppers". Eventually, 
after initial resistance, the NPS agreed to install signs 
(although the text and illustrations were prepared 
without consultation with boater groups). 

The approach used at Great Falls has been generally 
successful. However, AWA recommends that on site 
registration be facilitated as well as registration by mail. 
AWA also questions the need to limit boater access to 
particular time periods. The warning signs could also 
have been improved by greater consultation with local 
expert boaters. Nevertheless, this is an example of how 
intellgent and cooperative public land management 
can be used to enhance recreational opportunities, re- 
duce conflict with user groups, and improve public 
safety. 

Niagara Gorge 
The Niagara Gorge run below Niagara Falls, New 

York, starting at Whirlpool Rapids State Park, contains 
some of the most exhilarating whitewater in the United 
States. The controversy regardmg access to whitewater 
in the Niagara Gorge has been going on for years. Over 
the years, boaters have been charged with disorderly 
conduct when apprehended after running the Gorge. 

In 1987, AWA efforts opened the door to legal boat- 
ing for one fall season, and several nrns took place. In 
more than 50 canoe and kayak descents of the Gorge, 
not one boater has been killed or seriously injured. 
Nevertheless, on November 10,1987, the New York 
State Department of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation amended its regulations to close the 
Gorge to all whitewater boating. Public comment on 
the proposed regulations uniformly opposed closure of 
the Gorge to boating, and the agency acknowledged 
that it lacked the expertise to evaluate these com- 
ments. 

These regulations, conceived in fear (of liability) and 
implemented in ignorance of the potential impacts of 
whitewater recreation, remain in effect, resulting in the 
loss of legal access to one of the world's most exciting 
whitewater recreational opportunities with no 
discemable public benefit. Similar concerns led to im- 
position of a h i  water boatmg prohibition by the same 
agency on the Genessee River. (See the discussion un- 
der item #I.) 

Left: "Niagara Gorge: You can't touch this" 

4. Access to 

AWA Policy: 
The owners and operators of water projects should 

be required to provide free and unhindered passage for 
the noncommercial recreational boating public through 
lands owned or controlled by the project owner or op- 
erator. This includes providmg free and unhindered 
public passage around the project from waters up- 
stream of the project to waters downstream of the 
project. 

Project purposes (as specified in legislation or in 
Federal licenses) should recognize downstream recre- 
ation as a legitimate use of all Federal water projects. 

The public nght of access should be limited only to 
the extent necessary to protect structures, machinery, 
and other property associated with the project and to 
protect the public from those structures and machinery 
or for environmental reasons." 

Recreational boaters are personally responsible for 
their own safety on thewater and water project opera- 
tors should not be authorized to determine whether 
boaters are qualified or properly equipped. Warning 
signs and other efforts to notify the recreational public 
of dangers and hazards in the area are strongly encour- 
aged.** 

No fee should be imposed on the recreational public 
for the use of recreational facilities constructed and 
maintained pursuant to a FERC hydropower licensee 
and all licenses should expressly provide that in no case 
will any fee or charge be imposed on boaters who 
merely enter or leave the river without using facilities 
of the licensee (other than a road or trail). 

*Environmental access restrictions at water projects 
should be subject to the policies set forth in item #5 . 

**Safety and liability issues are dealt with in item #3. 

Explanation: 
Rivers and streams are a public resource most of 

which are subject to a public nght of passage for com- 
mercial or recreational purposes (See #7 below). A hy- 
droelectric power license granted by the FERC autho- 
rizes a private individual, company, or other entity to 
appropriate to their own use and profit, a segment of a 
particular river or stream. Likewise, other water 
projects adversely impact the recreational public in or- 
der to provide irrigation, flatwater recreation, flood 
control ,or some other local benefit. 

Many of water projects severely impact or degrade 
preexisting whitewater recreational opportunities. As 



partial compensation to the public for the loss of these 
recreational opportunities, these projects should, at a 
minimum, assure free and unhindered public access 
through project lands for commercial and noncommer- 
cial recreational canoes, kayaks, rafts, and similar hu- 
man-powered boats. 

Services (such as parlang, shuttles, and camping) for 
the recreational public are also sometimes part of the 
mitigation required for the construction of water 
projects. No charge should be imposed on the recre- 
ational public in connection with these facilities. These 
facilities should be provided by the project owner or 
operator as compensation to the public for the loss of 
recreational opportunities which, in the absence of the 
power project, would be available to the public on the 
free flowing stream in its natural condition. 

"Kennebec River: A fee to paddle the river" 

AWA seeks to ensure that all water projects with 
downstream whitewater provide free access and access- 
related facilities and services to the recreational boating 
public. This may include the construction or roads, 
trails, andlor boat ramps in some cases. However, AWA 
will request that facilities and services provided be kept 
to a minimum. 

The access provided at FERC-licensed projects 
should include access through all lands owned or con- 
trolled by the project owner/operator whether those 
lands are within the project boundary or not. Otherwise, 
the project operator could defeat public access by pur- 
chasing the only take-out downstream and refusing 
public access at that location. 

No other restrictions (such as certification of ability, 
specialequipment, etc.) should be imposed on noncom- 
mercial boaters accessing a river at water projects, ex- 
cept for restrictions reasonably necessary to protect the 
machinery and equipment (transformers, generators, 

power h e s ,  ctc.) at the project site and to protect the 
public from injury associated with that machinery and 
equipment. 

Water project owners and operators are not liable for 
the injury or death of whitewater boaters who obtain 
river access through project lands. Federally operated 
water projects are subject to the "discretionary func- 
tion" exemption of the Federal Tort Claims Act re- 
ferred to in item #3. Private owners of land at other wa- 
ter projects which provide public access without fees 
are covered by landowner liability reduction laws de- 
scribed in item #6. 

Whitewater boaters are aware that their sport en- 
tails some personal risk of injury and accept that risk as 
their personal responsibility. The AWA Safety Code 
states that "individual paddlers are ultimately respon- 
sible for their own safety, and must assume sole re- 
sponsibility for ... the decision to participate on any 
trip ... the selection of appropriate equipment [etc.]". 

Case Studies: 
Kennebec River 

The Central Maine Power Company (CMP) is the lic- 
ensee of a power project (the Harris Station Facility) 
on the Kennebec River in Maine. Article 7 in the license 
for that project contains the following condition: 

So far as is consistent with proper operation of the 
project, the licensee shall allow the public free access, 
to a reasonable extent, to project waters and adjacent 
project lands owned by the licensee for purpose of full 
public utilization of such lands and waters for naviga- 
tion and recreational purposes, includmg f i sh i i  and 
hunt i i  and shall allow to a reasonable extent for such 
purposes, the construction of access roads, wharves, 
landungs, and other facilities on its lands the occupancy 
which may in appropriate circumstances be subject to 
payment of rent to the licensee in a reasonable amount; 
Provided that the licensee may reserve from public ac- 
cess such portions of the project waters, adjacent 
lands, and project facihties as may be necessary for the 
protection of life, health, and property ... 

CMP interpreted this license condition to authorize 
them to impose fees (initially $5, then reduced to $1) 
on boaters who seek access to the river, even those not 
using any other senices provided at the site (such as 
camping, parkmg, etc.). 

Although this license condition clearly disallows fees 
for river access, the Federal Energy Regulatory Com- 
mission has creatively interpreted the language in a let- 
ter to CMP. FERC stated that fees did not violate Ar- 
ticle 7 and were consistent with the Commission's regu- 
lations in 18 CFR 2.7. FERC did not d i s t i i h  river 
access from other "services" provided at the site and 
stated that "The Commission will not object to licens- 
ees and operators of recreational facilities within the 
boundaries of a project charging reasonable fees to us- 



ers of such facilities in order to help defray the cost of 
constructing, operating, and maintaining such facili- 
ties." 

Since language simiir to the language of the CMP 
Article 7 quoted above appears in Article 18 of the stan- 
dard terms and conditions included in original licenses 
and new licenses (relicensing) since 1975 (Form L-6), 
all recreational user groups should intervene in licens- 
ing proceedmgs to insure that Standard Article 18 is 
deleted from all new licenses in favor of alternative pro- 
visions, consistent with the fee access policy stated 
above. 

Sacandaga River 
The Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation ("NIMO) 

operates the Stewarts Bridge Dam on the Lower 
Sacandaga River in New York, upstream of a 3.5 mile 
long section of class II-III whitewater. The company li- 
censed several commercial outfitters to run river trips 
through this section, but officially closed the river to 
non-commercial boaters. 

As part of a system-wide recreation plan, NIMO pro- 
posed a complex and expensive plan to provide for 
whitewater recreation on the Lower Sacandaga (Pro- 
posed Sacandaga Whitewater program, prepared Envi- 
ronmental Design & Research, August 1992). If 
adopted, this plan would have regulated river access 
use through a River Manager, to be compensated by 
fees paid by river users. Access would be limited to one 

location, hghly structured with a mandatory shuttle 
bus, and governed in various ways by the River Man- 
ager who would be responsible to check paddlers for 
equipment safety and competence and who would re- 
quire all paddlers to sign a liability waiver. 

AWA notified NIMO (P. Skinner to G. Schoonrnaker, 
Sept 17,1992) that AWA considered this to be illegal 
and also objected to almost every aspect to the 
Sacandaga Whitewater Program as it applies to non- 
commercial boaters. The New York Department of En- 
vironmental Conservation supported AWA's position, 
and NIMO revised its program to remove unnecessary 
and costly restrictions on non-commercial boater ac- 
cess and to make it clear that non-commercial boaters 
were free to enter the Sacandaga from upstream and 
from public road crossings. 

Gauley River 
During the early 1980's the Army Corps of Engmeers 

refused to cooperate with whitewater boating interests 
who requested adjustments in fall drawdowns from the 
Summersville Dam on the Gauley River in West Vir- 
ginia. The Corps argued that downstream recreation 
was not a project purpose and that the project purpose 
of providmg recreational benefits was satisfied by rec- 
reational opportunities at the lake. The issue was only 
resolved when Congress enacted specific legislation as- 
serting that downstream whitewater recreation was a 
project purpose. 

5. Bans on River Access for EnvMmmntal PmRecRIsn. 
AWA Policy: 

AWA supports reasonable government rules clearly 
needed to protect rivers and their environment. How- 
ever, whitewater boatlng is a low impact non-consump- 
tive activity with few major adverse environmental con- 
sequences. Therefore, environmental protection regu- 
lations temporarily barring (or otherwise restricting) 
whitewater boating access should bc imposcd only af- 
ter full public review, should be clearly demonstrated 
to be necessary based on valid scientific data, and 
should impose only the minimum restrictions neces- 
sary toprotect the resource. Permanent bans should 
never be necessary. 

[Note: The closely related issue of user quotas are 
dealt with in Policy Item #2. This policy statement cov- 
ers all governmental requirements limitmg boater ac- 
cess for environmental reasons, including FERC li- 
censes, rules on public lands, and regulations appli- 
cable to rivers flowing through private lands.] 

Explanation: 
AWA is committed to educating the public Cparticu- 

larly the boa t i i  public) about environmental issues 
associated with rivers and to fostering environmentally 
sound use of rivers and streamside lands. AWA also 
seeks to preserve the wilderness and scenic qualities of 
remote wild rivers, including those designated for Fed- 
cral or Statc protcction undcr various programs (such 
as the Wilderness Act and the Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Act). 

In furtherance of these objectives, AWA will sup- 
port reasonable government rules which are clearly 
needed to protect the ecological health of rivers or to 
protect fisheries, sensitive wildlife, endangered spe- 
cies, or other critical environmental resources, includ- 
mg, under some circumstances mandatory limits on 
use. (See AWA Policy Item #2). 

Non-consumptive human powered recreational 
river use, however, rarely causes significant environ- 



mental harm, especially day trips. Evm ovemght trips 
have minimal impact on the environment if use levels 
are not excessive, if wildlife is not hunted or disturbed, 
and if camping is sensitive to the riparian environment 
and human waste is removed. 

Governmental regulation of boatmg, especially prohi- 
bitions on access, on the basis of environmental con- 
cerns should only be used as a last resort and adopted 
after full public review. Even temporary bans on ac- 
cess should be adopted only when clearly demon- 
strated to be necessary based on scientific knowledge 
and valid concerns related to serious adverse environ- 
mental consequences. 

Permanent river closures for resource protection 
reasons should never be necessary since whitewater 
use can be controlled in less severe ways (huts on 
numbers, camping restrictions, or seasonal closures) to 
avoid unacceptable impacts. Land managers should 
never close areas to boatlng because it is easier than 
managing use. Instead, governmental land managers 
should be to work with the boating public to 
make sure that environmental rules accomplish their 
stated objective without excessive and unnecessary re- 
strictions on public access. 

Case Studies 
I 

Yellowstone River 
I Rivers in Yellowstone National Park are closed to 
1 boating, even though fishmg is permitted, and power 

"Colorado River, Grand Canyon: Ten year wait for 
private boaters" 

boating is allowed on Yellowstone Lake and other major 
lakes in the park. The reason for this general closure 
has never been adequately articulated or subjected to 
public review. The Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone of- 
fers a challenging class 5 run. It is sometimes boated at 
risk of arrest, but attempts to open the river to non- 
commercial river use havebeen rebuffed with the 
stated reason of wildlife protection concerns. 

Little River, Massachusetts 
The Water Commission for the town of Spnngfield, 

Massachusetts has eliminated access to the four mile, 
class 111-IV Little River ostensibly to ensure public 
health and safety at the Cobble Mountain Reservoir 
(Spnngfield water treatment). However, the 
whitewater segment lies over two miles below this res- 
ervoir. In addition, the water supply reservoir is 
shielded from the whitewater resource by a municipal 
hydroelectric project and the diversion dam associated 
with this facility. After many attempts at cornrnunica- 
tion, boaters have still been given no solid reasons for 
this restriction. 

The Little River is a good example of a governmental 
ban on river access for environmental (and safety~li- 
ability) reasons which lacks any basis in reality. 
Ichauwaynochaway River 

On Southwest Georgia's Ichauwaynochaway River, 
the Ichauway Plantation, the Joseph W. Jones Ecologi- 
cal Research Center, and the Woodmff Foundation per- 
suaded the state to close the river to boating for "eco- 
logical purposes". Any ecological considerations are 
vague, as the plantation is also a hunting reserve for a 
large Georgia Corporation. 

Relicensing 
Some hydro-developments with bypassed river seg- 

ments have reported the presence of federally listed or 
endangered species growing in these areas as a result 
of the dry conditions of the river bed during the last 50 
to 80 years. These species are not native to the river 
bed, but rather are "exotic" species which survive there 
due to the unnatural dewatered conditions. In several 
situations the Corps of Engineers, for exarnple,at the 
John Flannagan Dam on the Russell Fork in Virginia), 
dam operators have argued that flow restoration to his- 
toric river levels may be detrimental to these species. 
At the same time, these dam operators express great 
resistance to undertahng scientific flow studies to de- 
termine if episodic elevated flows for recreational pur- 
poses would have any harmful effect on these species. 
This is a cynical effort to prevent whitewater use, mini- 
mum fishery flow requirements, and restoration of the 
original "baseline" river ecology. 



AWA Policy: 
When crossing private property, or parkmg on pri- 

vate property, is necessary to gain access to a 
whitewater river, boaters should respect private prop- 
erty nghts and obtain the landowner's permission.* 

At popular whitewater rivers, AWA supports efforts 
by public agencies to acquire, with thc landowncrs con- 
sent, legal access nghts and parkmg areas for the recre- 
ational public at both ends of whitewater runs. Where 
public agency purchase is not possible, AWA will assist 
canoe clubs and nonprofit land trusts to acquire or 
lease the necessary access and parkmg nghts. Improve- 
ments at access points should be the minimum neces- 
sary to facilitate river use and should be sensitive to ef- 
fects on the riparian zone. 

* Lands at a water development project are an ex- 
ception to this policy. Those lands are addressed in 
item 4. The nght to merely float on the surface of a 
river that passes through private lands , and to portage 
around obstructions, is a separate issue, dealt with in 
item 7. 

Explanation: 
No boater has a nght to use private property at river 

put-in and take-out points without the permission of 
the landowner. Permission can be obtained either by 
informal agreement or more formal methods (such as 
lease or acquisition.) Private landowners are, in most 
cases, fully within their nghts to deny public access to 
rivers were boaters must cross their land to get to or 
from the river or where boaters must park on their 
property. Boaters should respect these nghts and al- 
ways obtain permission to use private property. 

There are few exceptions to this rule. In some cases, 
a road that a nearby landowner considers to be pri- 
vately owned may actually be a county road by reason 
of traditional use and a history of county maintenance. 
In other cases a nght may have developed by continu- 
ous use that is open and adverse for a certain number 
of years. Both of these nghts can be difficult to prove 
and will normally require court action. 

Sometimes access agreements can be negotiated by 
AWA or by local boatlng clubs with landowners. Labil- 
ity is often a landowner concern. However, at least 44 
States now have laws l imit i i  landowners liability when 
they allow public access for outdoor recreation WITH- 
OUT charging fees. AWA will make available to any 
boater or stream side landowner a copy of the appli- 
cable State law. Typically these laws provide that land- 
owners will be liable only for "wanton" or "willful" acts 

resulting in injury to recreational visitors, not for mere 
neglgence. 

Because of these laws, AWA considers any release of 
liability in favor of a water project owner or operator to 
be unnecessary and fees to be counterproductive. In 
many States a release will be invalid if it bcncfits the 
owner of a "place of amusement or recreation" who 
charges a fee or other compensation for use of facili- 
ties. (e.g. Section 5-326 of the NY General Obhgations 
Law) ). Where fees are not an issue, AWA will provide 
boaters or landowners with a sample liability release 
form which may be used to provide an even greater 
level of protection assurance to concerned landowners. 

In some instances landowners have requested that 
those seekmg access to a river through their property 
name the landowner as an additional insured on a 
policy of general liability insurance. Although some lo- 
cal boating clubs have managed to obtain this kind of 
policy, the expense and level of legal sophistication is 
difficult to come by. AWA will assist boaters in deahg 
with this issue in instances where it is raised by a 
streamside landowner. 

Voluntary landowner access agreements are, of 
course, subject to cancellation. For example, the land 
may be acquired and the new owner may not be ame- 
nable to continued use by boaters. The best long-term 
solution, therefore, involves acquisition of access nghts 
in some form. Where possible these nghts should be 
acquired and managed by public agencies for the ben- 
efit of the recreational public. In some cases AWA, 
alone or in cooperation with other groups, may need to 
acquire legal access nghts and parkmg 
privilegesthrough lease or purchase. In some cases lo- 
cal boatmg clubs, with assistance from AWA and oth- 
ers, may be able to manage the lease or acquisition. In 
other cases a private non-profit group, such as the 
Trust for Public Lands or the Nature Conservancy, may 
be interested. 

AWA will seek donations to establish a river access 
fund to lease and purchase critical river access points. 
Ideally, the lands and nghts acquired by the fund will 
be resold to a public agency to free up funds to acquire 
access in other areas. 

Physical improvements at access points should be 
the minimum necessary to facilitate river use. Basic 
gravel roads, parkmg, and primitive sanitation facilities 
are normally all that is needed. Extensive paved park- 
ing areas and hgh standard facilities are usually not 
necessary except in areas of extremely heavy use. All 
riverside access should be as sensitive as possible to 



the ecological and scenic values of the riparian zone, 
with physical "developments" placed at an appropriate 
distance from the &r. 

" The Watauga: Conservation Groups lose opportunity 
to purchase purchase take-out" 

Case Studies: 
Arkansas River 

Boaters for many years used a put-in known as the 
,'Number One Campground" in Colorado to gain access 
to the world-class "Numbers" section of whitewater on 
the Arkansas River. The Colorado White Water Associa- 
tion (CWWA) had secured permission from one land- 
owner in the area but a couple of years ago a second 
landowner who owns adjacent property declared the 
access roads to be private. CWWA with assistance from 
AWA has been w o r m  to resolve this issue through 
possible legal action and public land acquisition. 

Upper Youghiogheny 
For many years landowners at the put-in on the Up- 

per Youghiogheny River refused boater access to the 
river. Boaters attempted to establish legal nghts to use 
the nght of way at the bridge which crossed the river; 
however, local courts held that the nght-of-way next to 
the bridge could be used only for road maintenance and 
not for river access. After years of controversy, a rafting 
company purchased a large field at the put-in site and 
then resold the land to the Natural Lands Trust. The 
Natural Lands Trust, in turn, resold the land to the 
State of Maryland which maintains the area as a boater 
put-in with a gravel parking lot and primitive changing 
room. This has been an ideal solution to what was once 
a very ugly access problem for whitewater boaters. 

Walauga River 
At the Watauga River in Tennessee, lands which pro- 

vided an ideal take-out site were available for sale for a 
period of more than a year. AWA was interested in pur- 
chasing the lands, but did not have the funds needed to 
do so. An effort was made to interest several large land 
trusts in purchasing the site. However, none of these 
organizations was able to move quickly. Consequently, 
the land was sold to a private individual and access 
nghts for boaters remains uncertain. 

Gauley River 
At one of the popular take-out areas on the Gauley 

River in West Virginia, parlong along the road by private 
boaters began to cause so much congestion that local 
residents could not get to and from their houses. AWA 
joined with the West Virginia Rivers Coalition in 1992 to 
rent a field adjacent to the take-out from a local farmer 
to be used for parlang. Signs were posted requesting 
boaters to park in the field.The project was successful, 
with almost 100% of the boaters parking in the field, 
clearing the road of all parked cars. 

L!mugh M v a b  hands. 
AWA Policy: 

The public should have the nght to travel in canoes, 
kayaks, and other recreational water craft on the waters 
of all rivers and streams reasonably susceptible of pas- 
sage even where a private entity owns the shorelines 
and the stream bed. 

The public should also have the nght to portage 
around obstacles in the river (such as dams or water- 
falls) to the extent reasonably necessary to continue 
downstream so long as the portage is temporary, takes 
the most direct and least intrusive route, and does not 
damage the property of the stream side landowner. 

Any other use of private stream side lands by boaters 
is permissable only with the consent of the landowner. 

Explanation: 
The policy expressed above is consistent with tradi- 

tional use and with modem judicial opinion in many 
States. However, the nght of recreational boaters to 
travel by boat down whitewater streams depends on a 
confusing and inconsistent body of case law which dif- 
fers from State to State. The legal issues are often mis- 



understood by stream side landowners and by boaters 
alike, causing unnecessary and harmful conflict between 
boaters and landowners. In a few States, court cases 
have restricted customary recreational river use on riv- 
ers flowing through private lands. 

To further resolution of these problems, AWA pro- 
vides educational materials to the general public about 
the laws governing the nghts of recreational river users 
and stream side landowners. AWA has a substantial col- 
lection of articles and educational information regardmg 
this issue which is available to boaters and to the general 
public. 

AWA will encourage boaters to be respectful of pri- 
vate property nghts. However, where property owners 
attempt to prevent boatug on boatable streams, AWA 
may pursue andfor support litigation to establish the 
public nghts of access. 

AWA recommends litigation to resolve this issue only 
in strategically selected cases in which there i3 a hgh 
probability of o b t a i i  a favorable precedent protecting 
the public nght of passage for recreational boating. 

In States where judicial decisions have established a 
public nght of passage consistent with the AWA policy, 
AWA will seek the adoption of State laws to further 
clarify and guarantee this nght. The statutory provisions 
should provide a clarification of existing legal nghts so as 
not to beinconsistent with respect for private property 
nghts and so as not to result in an unconstitutional Yak- 
mg" of private property. 

Case Studies: 
Van Duzen River 

A stream side landowner on the Van Duzen River 
near Eureka, California, attempted to prevent passage 
by boat on the river through his property on the theory 
that he owned the bed of the river. In Bess v County of 
Humbolt 5 Cal. Rptr. 3rd 399 (1992), the court held that, 
under California State law, if a river was susceptible of 
navigation as a hghway for public passage at the time 
California came into the union, a public nght of passage 
existed without regard to ownership of the stream bed. 
The case also held that the ability of present day small 
water craft (which are similar to water craft in use at the 
time of Statehood) to navigate the river was evidence 
that the river was navigable at the time of Statehood. 

Beaverhead and Dearborn Rivers 
In Montana, in recent cases involving the Beaverhead 

River and the Dearborn River, where a public interest 
group sought an injunction to prevent the closure (by 
fence and cable) of the river to boating, the State court 
recently held that any surface waters in the State that 
are capable of recreational use may be so used by the 
public without regard to stream bed ownership or navi- 
gability for non-recreational purposes (Montana Coali- 

tion for Stream Access v Curran, 210 Mont. 38 (1984) 
and Montana Coalition for Stream Access v Hildreth 
21 1 Mont. 29 (1984)). Those cases also held that the 
public could cross private property to portage around 
barriers in the water so long as that portage was done 
in the least intrusive manner possible, avoidmg damage 
to the adjacent owner's property. 

Moose River 
On the South Branch of New York's Moose River in 

1992,5 people (2 canoes and 1 kayak) paddled down- 
stream crossing through property owned on both banks 
by the Adirondack League Club, a private club.The 
banks were posted. The boaters got out of their boats 
at several places where the water was too shallow to 
paddle, but were careful to stay on lands below the 
high water mark. The boaters were sued for trespass. 
The case in now pendmg before the New York courts. 
The Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund is defending the 
boaters. 

Sacandaga River 
The Niagara Mohawk Power Company has at- 

tempted to prohibit boater access to the Lower 
Sacandaga River by portage around the company's dam 
at Stewart's Bridge. The New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation has taken the position 
that the public has the nght to navigate on that river 
and to portage around the dam by crossing NIMO land, 
following the "most direct and least intrusive route that 
is possible". (Sept. 18,1992 letter from NYDEC to Gary 
Schoonrnaker, Niagara Mohawk Power Co.) 

"Moose River: Access andflow successfully 
negotiated by whitewater boaters" 
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AWA/&IQQ~~ Paddle A Thon Slated 
Paddlers take your marks. The Second Annual AWA/Dagger Paddle A 

Thon is once again set for the month of June to raise funds for the Ameri- 
can Whitewater Aff-ation's Whitewater Defense Project. Paddlers tum- 
ing in the most dollars for the benefit will be eligible to win one of three 
grand prizes. Individual prizes will also be awarded. As a added incen- 
tive, 25% of the proceeds raised by paddlers from AWA affiiated clubs 
will be donated to that club following the event. 

This year's grand prizes include: for f m t  place, a Dagger canoe or 
kayak (winner's choice); for second place, a Dagger wooden canoe or 
kayak paddle; and, for third place, a Dagger Quintas canoe or kayak 
paddle. Paddlers who raise $25 or more will be eligible for AWA/Dagger 
Paddle A Thon T shirts, featuring designs by William Nealy, AWA license 
plate frames and AWA lapel pins." This is a good way to have some fun 
and paddle for conservation at  the same time. The proceeds will help 
raise funds for the AWA's Whitewater Defense Project, which vigorously 
works to preserve waterways in the United States and on the intema- 
tional level, " says Joe Pulliam, president of Dagger Canoe company, a 
co-sponsor of the event. 

" We encourage paddling enthusiasts of all levels to join in, and hope 
that businesses and companies in the community, and in the trade, will 
also serve as participants, sponsors, or both." Proceeds are tax deduct- 
ible. 

" We would also like to encourage AWA- affiiate clubs to participate 
in this important fund raiser," says Phyllis Horowitz, executive director 
of the AWA. "We will once again donate 25% of each paddler's proceeds 
to their club. In this way, the event offers a great way to raise money for 
their own club's coffers." Participating clubs must have current AWA Af- 
fIliate Club status to qualify for their 25% cut, Horowitz notes. 

In last year's inaugural Paddle A Thon, Kerry Deardorff of the Chi- 
cago Whitewater Association raised $456.32 for the benefit, $1 14.80 of 
which went directly back to CWA. 

Participation, however, is open to all paddlers nationwide, whether or 
not they are members of an AWA affdiated club, or any paddling club at 
all. AU an individual boater must do is recruit local 
sponsors to pledge the amount they are willing to 
donate for each river hour paddled between June 1 
and June 30. Participants then paddle as many 
hours as possible during the month, log that data on 
the official entry form and send the form and all 
sponsor checks to the AWA by July 31,1993. 

Prizes will be awarded after all logs are tallied. 
Grand Prize winners will be the three paddlers sub- 
mitting the highest dollar amounts. 

The funds raised from last year's inaugural 
Paddle A Thon totaled $1864.24 Grand Prize win- 
ners were Keny Deardorff, Illinois; Greg Trenary, 
Washington, D.C.; and Nancy Cramer, Ohio. Clubs 
that benefited from the fund raiser last year include 
the Chicago Whitewater Association, Illinois; To- 
ledo River Gang, Ohio; H.A.C.K.S., ConnecticuS 
Coastal Canoeists, Washington, D.C.; and Western 
Carolina Paddlers, North Carolina 

To obtain an entry form or for further informa- 
tion about the 1993 Paddle A Thon contact Phyllis 
Horowitz, executive director, AWA, p.o.Box 85, 
Phoenicia, New York 12464. (914) 688-5569. 

CLASS V 
GUIDEBOOK 
This Book Includes. . . 

- A coast-to-coast parade of extraordinary rivers 
- Complete trip logistics and descriptions 

And There's More. . . 
- Hilarious misadventures and stunning photos by 

renown river runners. 

A peek at the cutting edge of p&espor? t o d y . .  ! 
-Richard Penny, author 
lhe Wlzitewxter Sourcebook 

Order today: Send $13.95 + $2 s/h to Swiftwater 
Publishing Co., PO Box 3031, Portland, OR 97208 

Dealer Inquiries: 503/292-5756 

Wavesports 
Glitter Lids Helmets 

Kokatat Drysuits 
& Pile n 

U W H I T E W A T E R ,  I N C .  

1692 Second Street Pike Rich boro, PA 18954 021 5-598-3669 
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AWA relies heavily upon the generosity of its members to fund 
our extensive conservation projects. Donations are made to the 
Whitewater Defense Project in many ways - WDP gifts made at 
renewal time, Ender Club and Attainer memberships, contribu- 
tions made in response to our annual Endaf-Year drive, dona- 
tions made by clubs from event proceeds and other miscella- 
neous gifts received throughout the year. 

Our members never let us down, and 1992 was no exception 
to this rule. Please accept our thanks at this time for your indi- 
vidual contributions, regardless of amount - AWA's efforts would 
be seriously limited without them We would, however, like to 
take this opportunity to recognize the exceptional support of the 
following individuals, clubs, businesses and institutions: 

1992 ENDER CLUB 
(Donations of $100 or More) 

Stephen Adler 
AIRE 
Brian M. Aubin 
Beth Baker 
Steve Barnett 
Pope Elarrow 
Guy Dean Bateman 
H m l d  Bencowitz 
Bill Bevins 
Larry k Brocious 
Matt Butcher 
Scott B. Cooper 
Scott P. Duffens 
East Tennessee Whitewater 

Club 
Joel E. F'reedman 
Glenn, Cindy & Taylor Frey 
Bob Gedekoh 
Dave Glickerman 
Boyce Greer 
John Gunderson, MD 
Philip R. Hardin 
Robert W. M a n i s  
Andy Held 
Dr. Henry J. Hemnann 
Randy Hodnett 
David Hough 
Fred Lally 
Emile J. Ledonne 
James E. McComb 
Phyllis Horowitz & Denis 

McLane 
Steve Miles 
Steve Hylkema 
David K. Joyce 
Jonathan Katz 
Bruce Kitney 
Philip J. Larkin 
Leapin Lounge Lizards 
Jim Low 
Ann McAlpin 
Thor Mickelson 

David H. Mills 
Penny S. Myers 
William C. Neal 
Perception Kayak Club 
Charles Peterson 
Barry Robinson 
Barbara Rottier 
Eric and Adrianne Ryan 
Mary Schranz 
Mike and Pam Sheldrick 
Pete Sholander 
Tom Sher 
Mike Sloan 
Mowry Smith, III 
Derek D. Snyder 
Chuck Stein 
Stracka Construction 
Gordon T.C. Taylor 
Charles H. Thompkins, III 
Mac Thornton 
Bonnie Townsend 
Dan Valens 
Duanne Wagner 
Bill Wells 
Keith Wold 
Mr. & Mres. T.F. Womble 

1992 AITAINERS 
(Donations of $50 or More) 

AIRE 
Walter G. Andry 
Betty Lou Bailey 
Ken Barnes 
Tom Beres 
Steven k Berkeley 
George J. Blackham 
Nancy and Michael Bockalie 
Charles E. Brabec 
Patrick A. Brenneman 
Dana D. Chalfant 
Thomas J. Christopher 

Ed Cline 
Don & Carmella Cochran 
George and Mary Collins 
Bob and Linda Cooley 
Terry and Karen Curtin 
Tom and Maria Daniel 
Stephen Demetriou 
Dinerstein and Conrad 
Curtis Crye 
James E. Dugger, IV 
Gordon S. Edwards 
Peter Fey 
Thomas L. f i h e r  
Benno Friedman 
David Flierson 
Paul F. Gelssler 
Edward Gertler 
Steve Goudy 
Bany D. Graham 
Mayo Gravatt 
Steven Groves 
Craig Gunderson 
RaEna Mumi Harahap 
Kenneth Hardy 
George W. Hawks, Jr. 
Bruce H. Hayes, Jr. 
Christopher Hazlitt 
Michael Healy 
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald W. Helms 
Joan Heyding 
Chip Hildreth 
Paul Joffrion 
Britan A. Kilbourne 
Jaque Ledbetter 
Ernile J. LeDonne 
David Leland 
Lightning Paddles 
Lance Lippencott 
James Loddengaard 
John W. McCain 
James E. McComb, M.D. 
Ray McLain 
David W. McPherson,III 
D.J. Medeiros 
Chuck Meyer 
Scott L. Miller 
James E. Morgan 
Mary Moser 
Peter k Naktenis 
Nova Riverunners 
John Joseph Nowicki 
Richard Oiseth 
Lee Owen 
Karl Peters 
Chris Prangley 
Jeff and Rose Prycl 
Gil Rocha 
Mike & Linda Joyce Ryan 
Tony Ryan 
Kathy A. Sercu 
Jim Scott 
Bill Sgrinia 
Dan Sherr 
Dick Sisson 

Charles Smith, Jr. 
Susan Snider 
Dave Stanley 
Richard J. Sullivan, M.D. 
David Tate 
Steve Taylor 
Scott Trude 
Leon L. Tucker 
F'red Tuttle 
Steven and Gayle Vest 
Lloyd J. Vye 
Charlie Walbridge 
David Wallace 
Peter L. Weingarten 
Bob Wemple 
David k Wetter 
Elizabeth Whitaker 
Steve White 
Roger Wilson 
Bill and Kathy Wirnbrow 
Kris Wolpert 
Zoar Outdoor 

MAJOR DONORS 
(Donations of $200 or More) 

Guy Dean Bateman 
Bluegrass Wildwater 

Association 
Canoe Cruisers Association 
Chota Canoe Club 
Yvon Chouinaxd 
Garden Home Funds 
Glenn b y  
Robert W. Harris 
IBM 
Kayak and Canoe Club 

of New York 
Ann McAlpin 
Denis McLane 
Eric and Adrianne Ryan 
Peter Sholander 
Mowry Smith, ID 
Mae Thomton 
The Tides Foundation 

OTHER CLUB DONORS 

ADWGenesee Valley 
AMCIBerkshire Chapter 
Birmingham Canoe Club 
Boat Busters Anonymous 
Carolina Canoe Club 
Coastal Canoeists 
Meramec River Canoe Club 
Mohawk Canoe Club 
Sierra Club/Angeles Chapter 
Sierra ClubLorna Prieta 
Sierra Club/River Touring 

Section 
Valdez Alpine Club 



I called my cousin Gary as soon as I 
read the letter. I couldn't wait to hear what 
he would say. 

"You'll never guess who is flying in to 
go boating with us this weekend!" I an- 
nounced. 

"Boris Yeltsin," he replied. 
"NO ...." 
"Mother Theresa," he coqjectured. 
"Not even close ... " 
"Paula Abdul," he  chuckled wishfully. 
"No ... but you are getting warmer. 

Heather! Heather is coming!" 
There was an uncharacteristic silence. 
Finally Gary spoke. "You mean 

Heather ... as in your sister, Heather? As in 
my cousin, Heather? As is Heather 
Britainy Garrison?" 

"That's the one," I replied. "And catch 
this! She has taken up kayaking and she 
wants to paddle the New with us." 

"Heather ... in a kayak," Gary muttered 
incredulously. "No ... can't be! Doesn't she 
know she will get her hair wet?" 

"Oh ... I think she knows," I replied. 
She says in her letter that she has a solid 
roll and that she's been paddling the class 
IV stuff in the Sierras with some guys from 
San Francisco. Now she wants to sample 
some eastern water and to meet o w  gang. 
What do you think?" 

Gary paused again and his answer was 
very, shall we say, considered. "I think 
there's going to be trouble," was his pro- 
nouncement. 

"Trouble ... whatever do you mean?" I 
inquired innocently. 

"You know damned well what kind of 
trouble I mean," he replied. T h e  kind of 
trouble your sister has been causing since 
puberty." 

It was painful, but I had to concede to 
him. "Yes, I know," I sighed. "But maybe 
things will be different this time. Maybe 
Heather has changed." 

"Tiger never loses it's stripes," Gary 
observed wryly. 

"But you are still going to come, aren't 
you?" I inquired. 

uHell, yes," he answered without hesi- 
tation. "Heather on the river ... with o w  
crew... like I said, there's going to be 

trouble." And then he started with that 
devilish laugh of his. "I wouldn't miss it 
for the world." 

Let me tell you about my sister, 
Heather. For the sake of brevity, I11 just 
share my cousin Gary's accumte, albeit 
tasteless, sexist and crass description. 

"If Heather were an automobile, she 
would be a Corvette. If Heather were an 
outdoor rest facility ... she would be made 
of bricks. If Heather were a fur bearing 
mammal, she would be ..." 

Well, you get the picture. 
A lot of my acquaintances naturally as- 

sume that I am the prettiest woman to 
ever come from my home town. They're 
wrong. I'm the second prettiest. There's 
no use denying it, Heather isbetter look- 
ing. 

I don't really mind. You see, I'm far 
smarter than she. And I11 take brains over 
boobs any day. 

So Heather and I get along Ene. We've 
each found our niche in the world; I design 
computers for IBM, while Heather is a 
Sales Rep for Borden. And believe me, if 
ever anyone was destined to market dairy 
produc ts... it is my sister, Heather. 

Over the years 1 have been accused of 
holding the male gender in contempt. 
Well, it's true that I think most men are 
about as bright as a hoe handles. I came 
to that conclusion during my youth, 
watching how guys acted around Heather. 

Heather could transform Carl Sagan 
into a blithering idiot. 

And, if she could do that, it wasn't 
hard to predict the effect she would have 
on the bozos I paddle with. 

But let me just share some of the rep- 
resentative highlights of Heather's week- 
end on the New. 

We rendezvous 
at Cunard and H e  the boys get 
their first gan- at the der at Heather. 
Let the games 

]Put h a  begin! 
You've heard 

the old joke that begins with the rhetorical 
question, "How many - does it take to 

change a light bulb?" Well, let me ask you 
this, "How many men does it take to un- 
load a 25 pound kayak from the roof of a 
car?" 

Well, if that kayak is Heather's, it takes 
quite a few. Four, to be exact! 

Now Heather's gear must be trans- 
ported to the banks of the river. But how 
is this to be accomplished? Let us imrnedi- 
ately dismiss from consideration the sce- 
nario in which Heather carries it herself. It 
is far too heavy for that! 

No, the boys will lug it for her. But, 
the problem is, there is scarcely enough to  
go around. Several minutes of acrimoni- 
ous negotiations culminate in a fitfight 
between Joe and C.G. Heather stands by, 
innocently batting her big baby blues. Jake 
and Moochie seize this opportunity, 
snatch the boat and paddle, respectively, 
and head for the river. Gary and I stand by 
in silent bemusernent. 

I feel like I am watching a nature docu- 
mentary on television, one in which male 
baboons struggle to establish dominance 
and win the favors of a receptive female. 

Heather G-. ~ e a t h e r  

surfs and I spend an 
hour in the 
river right eddy 

in the hole are 
spectacular, but not nearly as fascinating 
as the ruthless jostling for position that 
rages in the line. Jake and C.G. come to 
blows this time, whacking one another 
with their paddles like knights at a joust. 

Finally, after the boys have exhausted 
themselves, Heather announces her inten- 
tion to play the hole. The boys are honi- 
Eed ! 

"It is far too big!!! Far too dangerous 
for a....." No, I won't dignify it by repeating 
it! But, what the hell am I? I've been in 
that damned hole hundreds of times ... at a 
lot higher levels ... and none of them ever 
showed the slightest concern for my well 
being! 

But Heather, to her credit, will not be 



dissuaded. Into the hole she goes. Side 
surfing, blasting, paddle twirling, cart- 
wheels, enders ... 

Yes, Heather puts on quite a show. Un- 
fortunately, the zipper on her PFD just 
isn't up to the performance. Apparently 
there is too much pressure from within ... 
with each maneuver it descends a bit fur- 
ther, until suddenly, in the midst of a spec- 
tacular pirouette, it explodes, as if dyna- 
mite has been detonated. 

Heather hits the water with the PFD 
practically pinning her elbows behind her. 
Distracted, she drops her paddle and tlips. 

The Four Stooges take after that 
paddle like a passel of farm boys at a 
greased pig race. Down through Railroad 
they go, fighting over that stick like a 
school of hammerheads in a feeding 
hnzy. As a consequence they miss the fi- 
nale of Heather's performance; she hand 
rolls, side surfs the hole for a moment, 
rezips her PFD, then nonchalantly doggie 
paddles out of the hole and down through 
the rapid. 

Even Gary is impressed. Yes sir. that's 
my sister! 

The boys have de- 
cided that Heather Heather must smut Lower 

runs Keeney, even 
though she is pad- 
dling better than Lower m y  of them They 

Keeneye are in S U C ~  an -i- 
monious mood that 
they can not even 

agree on which line is best. So Heather is 
instructed to stand on the rocks and watch 
as they tackle the rapid, one by one. They 
flock to their boats, vying for the chance to 
be the Erst to demonstrate their approach 
to the terrible, fearsome wave train that 
constitutes Lower Keeney. 

As soon as they hit the water, Heather 
turns to me. 

"Carla, I've got a big problem," she 
confides. 

"No. You've got two big problems," I 
answered with a wink. "But its nothing 
that a competent plastic surgeon can't fix, 
given enough time." 

She giggled nervously. "No, its not 
that, Silly. Its something else. I have to... I 
really have to... pee!" 

I look at her incredulously. "So go 
ahead and pee!" I reply. 

"But where?" she demands. 
I can't believe she would ask such a 

thing. "Well, where do you pee when 
you're boating in California?" 

"I don't," she exclaims. "We never 
stay on the river this long." 

"Well, pee in the water. Pretend you're 
taking a quick dip to cool off." 

"In the river!" she protests. "No ... I 
could never do that!" 

"Then pee in the woods, up behind 
those rocks." 

Heather looks dubio us... and anxious. 
But she looks desperate, too. ARer she 
disappears behind the rocks I can't resist. 

"Look out for the poison ivy ... and the 
rattlers!" I shout. 

She lets out an immediate squeal, I as- 
sume in response to my jest. Only later do 
I discover the real reason. That ignora- 
mus Gary has crept up behind her and 
snapped a picture, in a less than flattering 
pose. He then suggests to Heather that he 
might be able to persuade the editors of 
this rag to run that pictureas a cover shot. 

By the time Heather finishes battering 
Gary and confiscates his film the boys 
have finished their runs. 

"You missed their lines," I chide her 
sarcastically. "Now how are you going to 
survive this menace?" 

Heather eyeballs Lower Keeney and 
yawns. "No big deal, Carla. Ill just follow 
you." And so she does, spinning into the 
eddy at the bottom with a dazzling series 
of squirts. 

Are the boys impressed? Damn right 
they are! Their mouths are gaping so wide 
that a wood duck could nest in any one of 
t h e n  

I decide to re- 
tire to the Heather back by Night pickup far 
earlier than 
usual. The 
scene around 

the campfire is just to wierd for me. I have 
never seen the guys behave this way; and I 
hope never to see it again. Gary is getting 
tired of breaking up the fights; next time 
he says he is going to let them kill one an- 
other. That this will happen seems almost 
certain. 

Of course Heather is in the thick 
things, pretending, as usual, to be totally 
oblivious to the situation. I remind her 
that she is welcome to join me in the back 
of the truck when she becomes bored 
with these male shenanigans. 

It comes as no surprise to me that she 
does not appear until the next morning. 
To my knowledge Heather has never slept 
on anything except a bed, nor do I believe 

that she ever will. I do not ask the name 
of hotel where she spent the night, nor do 
I ask with whom she spent it. When it 
comes to little sisters, some questions are 
best left unspoken. 

Needless to say, in the early morning 
light, Heather is ravishing. She is perfectly 
miffed, bubbling with energy and enthusi- 
asm. 

I wish I could say the same for the 
boys. They are not speaking to each other 
and they look like racehorses that have 
been run real hard and turned out wet. A 
quick tally reveals three black eyes, two 
sutured facial lacerations, five broken 
teeth and one swollen nose that is decid- 
edly akimbo. Gary is the only male to have 
survived the festivities unscathed. 

Heather, Gary and I powwow and 
then, when another scuffle erupts, this 
time between Moochie and Jake, we capi- 
talize on the distraction and disappear. 
We have decided to paddle the New 
alone ... Sunday is to be a family affair. 
Heather has seen enough of the boys, and 
fear they have seen too much of Heather- 

the Lorelei of the New. 

It is late Sunday night and Heather is 
about to board her plane. "Tell the guys 
rm sorry I couldn't paddle with them t e  
day. Tell them that I said they are all very 
sweet" 

"I'll tell them you said they were all a 
bunch of cupcakes," I reply. "That should 
ease their pain." I was thinking that a 
bunch of marshmallows ... or weenies ... 
would be a better comparison, 

"Heather, before you go, you've got to 
tell me something. Is it always like this for 
you on the river?" To my knowledge 
Walbridge has not reported any murders 
within California'swhitewater boating 
community. 

Heather rolls her eyes and shakes her 
pretty little head. 

"It used to be ... with my old crowd," 
she confides. "But not anymore. Now I 
only paddle with women... or with guys 
who are gay. That's the only way I can re- 
ally enjoy the whitewater." 

I give her a nod of approval. Heather 
still has a ways to go, but progress has 
been made. 

"You know, Heather, you axe a lot 
smarter than you look," 

I observe with a grin. 
"And you, Carla, are a lot prettier than 

you think," she replies. 
God, I love my sister! 
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P.O. Box 3412 Boise, ID 83703 
2081344-7506 FAX 2081345-1 856 

- LEARN WITH THE PROS - 
Our Whitewater Kayak School consists of 
a two-day basic clinic. (Further instruct- 
ions by special arrangements). ACA cert- 
ified instructors, classroom sessions, 
whitewater movies, equipment, shuttles, 
wet suits, and plenty of river fun are all 
included. 

Beginners start on still water, learning 
basic skills and paddling techniques. 
The second day is on easy whitewater. 

CALL US TODAY ! 



Win p rizes and raise money for AW, 

FIRST GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Canoe or Kayak of your choice 
SECOND GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Wood Canoe or Kayak Paddle 
THIRD GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Quintus Canoe or Kayak Paddle 
INDIVIDUAL PRIZES: AWAIDagger Paddle-a-thon T-shirts, 

AWA lapel pins and AWA Ender Club shirts 

Entering is easy and fun! 
*Sign up local sponsors to pledge a contribution per river hour paddled by you during June 1993 
*Log your river time on the official entry form 
*Collect sponsor proceeds and submit to AWA by July 31,1993 
*Receive your prizes! 
*Three highest earning individual participants will be Grand Prize receipients. 

For oflicial rules and entry forms, contact: 
*AWA, PO Box 85, Phoeniaa, NY 12464 or phone (914) 688-5569 

Proceeds to benefitA WA's Whitewater Defense Project. HOWEVER, IF YOU ARE PADDLING ON BEHALF OFA CURRENTA WA 
AFFILIATE CLUB, ANY MONEY YOU RAISE WILL BESPLIT WITH 75% TOAWA'S WDPAND 25% FOR YOUR CLUB'S USE IN 
ITS CONSERVATION. SAFETY OR TRAINING PROGRAMS. Affiliate participants are also eligible for Individual and Grand Prizes. 
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