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The Aquanaut

| am about to divulge something
that | haven'ttold asoul.

Areal secret. Not adark one, mind
you Not amorbidconfession. Buta
revelation,nonethel ess.

Actudly, itssomethingthat I'm
rather proud of. But I've beenvery
reticent to go public. | know what can
happen if you boast about such things.

I'm not superstitious. Really,|I'm
not.

But asmy mother used to say,
"Pride goesbeforeafdl." And,"God
does not alwaysstrikewithastick."

But, what the hell...T'll take my
chances. Hereitis..

| didn't swim last vear!

Not even once!

For thefirst timein my twelveyear
kayaking career | madeit through a
calendar year without asingleswim.

Thismight not sound likeabig
deal to you, but tomeit representsa
monumental milestone.

Youseg, | havealongstanding and
colorful history of aquatic misadven-
tures. Ask any of my friends; they'll be
morethan happy totell you God
knows, they've got the ammunition.
They can, and gladly will, recount in
exquisiteand painful detail every swim
| ever made. (Of course, noneof them
can remember any of their own!)

Thefact is, during my first seasons
on therivers, | accepted swimmingas
away o life. Andbelieveme, back
then | wasn't done.

Yousee, unlike most Pittsburgh
boaters, | did not hone my skillsonthe

Editor: B
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classIl and Il waters of Slippery Rock
Creek and the Lower Yough. No... |
learned to paddle on the Cheat one
early spring. It was classIV (we
thought it wasclassV back then... the
guidebook said so); it wasvery cold,
and thelevel fluctuated tremendously
from weekend to weekend.

| had only experienced moving wa
ter two timesbefore | naively survived
the Cheat thefirst time. Admittedly, |
had learned to roll ina pool the pre-
ceding winter and, to my credit, | did
manageto right mysdlf quiteafew
times on those maidenvoyages. But,
unfortunately, | didn't manageto roll
quiteafew timestoo.

During that first spring, | swam ev-
ery rapid major rapid on the Cheat...
several times. Itdidn't worry me..
other folks were swimming right be-
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sideme Duringthat eralotsof boat-
erslearned in theschool of hard
knocks. Not everyonemastered one
classof whitewater before graduating
tothenext.

Yauyoung ‘uns might not believe
it, but therewasalot moreswimming
going onthen than thereisnow. Take
Fillow Rock onthe Gauley, for in
stance. | remember that during thefal
of my first year of boating (yes, |
paddled.. and svam...the Gauley and
the Upper Yough that first year)
roughly oneout of five boaterswere
deposited,sams boat, in thepool at the
based Fillow.

Therewasan established ritua to
running Fillow. First you scouted..
nervoudy watching afew other fools
takeathumping. Then, whenyour
anxiety level had reached apeak, you
gaveityour best shot... and got your
butt kicked. Finally, you sat onthe
rocksand cheered asa bunch more
peoplegot trashed (This wasthebest
part.) Thesame ritual wasrepeated &

patagonia

Sweset's Fdls. It would have happened
at Iron Ri gt 0o, but hardly anyoneran
Iron Ri gback then. (It usedtobe
ClassVI! Theguidebook said so.)

Over theyearsprobably no one
fished meout morethan thelegendary
C1 paddler, Dean Tomko. Eachtime
hesolemnly and patiently reiterated
what | cametoth rk of asTomko's
Law... "No matter how badt h i i
seem, no matter how exhausted, or
breathless, or cold, or miserableyou
are, it will only get worseif you get out
of your boat." Ninetimesout of ten
Deanwasright.

Wi, eventudly, | got better and |
swam lessfrequently. But | never gave
it up entirdly. | clung to my aquatictra
ditionlike aobstinatetoddl er unwill-
ingto giveup hisblankey. 1till man-
aged to humiliatemysdf several times
aseason. That | had started to view my
swimsasdisgraceful indicatesthat |
was makingsome progress. But, as|
swamlessfrequently, my swims be-
cameincreasingly more spectacular,

mall order
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often reachingepic proportions.

Recirculationin gigantichydraulics
becamea recurrent theme. Big Nasty
at eightfeet. Greyhoundat five. An
unnamed monster on Quebec's Magpie
that held mefor nearly five minutes..
and brought meas closeto drowning
as| ever want to come.

But pinningin awkward places
wasanother of my waterloos. The
chancethat thiswould happen seemed
to bedirectly proportional to the cali-
breaof the company | was keeping.

The more dof the Friendsville dlite that
were paddling nearby, the greater the
likelihood that | would screw up. So it
wastwoyearsagoat First Idandon
the Big Sandy. Snyder, Coleman,
Regan, Zbd... they dl witnessed that
fiasco.

Thesame crew observed my clos
est call last year. | waspaddlingthe
Upper Yough at ajuicy 2'6" duringthe
early springand | thought | wasaone.
(Yes Charlie, | know, that wasredly
stupid.) Ilost my lineat Triple Drop

_andfound mysdf sidesurfingthe hole

a thebottom. | had madethismistake
beforeand never had much troubleex-
tricating mysdf from the monster's
grasp. But on thisoccasion | was pad-
dling my new, short, highvolume
creek boat; andit settled into the hole
likea mean old clucker heninto her
nest.

| surfed that sucker for threeor
four minutes, desperately trying every
maneuver in my repertoireto break
free. Thewater wasicecold and | was
totally exhausted. | had just about re-
signed mysdf to defeat, knowing full
wadl thismeant that | would beflushed
boatless throughthe next rapid, Na
tional Fals. Thiswasgoing to be de-
cidedly unpleasant,and | stolea
glance downstreamin contempl ation
o myfate.

That's when | spottedthem... the
Big Dogsd Friendsville, sittingin the
eddy beow Nationa,enjoyingthe
spectacle. Now you might imagine
that under the circumstances! would
be rdlieved, knowing that they would
be thereto deal with the carnagedf
my impendingyard sdle. Wdl, let me
tell you, nothingcould befurther from
thetruth.

All'l could think was,”Oh,no! Don't
makean assof yoursdlf in front of
themagain.”



FORUM

| decided to giveit onelast, desper-
atetry, flippingintentionally and ex-
tending my body and my paddleinto
thebackwash. After threeor four cen-
turiestheterrible pounding in my ears
diminished and the violent pummeling
o my body ceased, and | redlizedthat |
wasfree. But my troublesweren't
over; | ill had torall.

And | had practicalynostrength
andevenlessbreath. Theonlythiil
had going for mewasthefear of morti-
fication. And that wasenough. Ittook
threetries.. and it wasd oppy ashdll...
but | managedto right mysdf.

And werethey al impressed? Hdl,
no!

Infact, one of thethingsthat I've
noticed about swimming isthat the re-
aly, redly good boatersaren't uptight
aboutitatal. WhenyoutackleclassV
and VI water onaregular basis,an oc-
casional swimisinevitable. Thetruly
hot boatersthat | know jokeabout
their debacles. Of coursethey only

SERIOUS EQUIPMENT
FOR SERIOUS PADDLERS

Featuring quality products from
Perception, Aquaterra, Extrasport,
Voyageurs, Pacific Water Sports, Blue
Puma, Body Glove, Werner and more.

Write for our FREE Catalog of River Gear.
Dealers: Ask obout our Rescue Bogs,
Sprayskirts, and Pogies.

WILDWATER DESIGNS

230PENLLYN PIKE. PENLLYN. PA 19422

swimin rapidswith nameslike Gorilla
and Big Splat and Bodysnatcher and
Do or Die, whereas| havebeen
knownto get intotroublein rapids
with nameslike Dimplesand Donut
and Piddley. Somewherethereisa
rock garden named Heidi's Petunia
Patch, and, with my luck, someday I'll
swimit.

But when| do, | won't pretend that
it didn't happen It'stheinsecure
wannabeeswho try to deny their
swimsand get flustered when some-
one mentionsthem (and, believe me,
there isalwayssomeonearound who
will.)

Onedf my paddlingmentors, Wic
Waker, onceconsoled meafter a hu-
miliatingswim by saying that, "If you
don't swvim onceinawhile, you're not
pushingyoursdf hard enough.”
(Waker'sLaw)

And, after my first swvimfreesea
son, that's the onething that worries
me Maybein my advancedagel've

Anita Adams
Star Route 1, Box 46
Edmond, WV 25837

Susan Genty

252 Deer Creek Tralil
Hoschton, GA 30548

becometoo cautious. Maybe my swvim
freeseason was not afunction of skill,
or evenluck, but afunctionof impend-
ing wussydom.

That's aterribleconsideration...
but it's burdenthat | probably won't
carryforlong. Yousee, I'veaready
had anumber of closecdlsthi year,
and | havea sneaking suspicionthat
my streak isabout to end.

Likel said, I'm redly not supersti-
tious. It'sjust that | know that by writ-
ingthi articlel haveseded ny fate.

Boasting about not swvimmingisal-
most as dangerousas laughingwhen
someoneel sesswimsor loading your
boat onto theroof of ashuttlevehicle
backwards.

And so, sadly, by thetimeyou read
thii, yourstruly, the Mark Spitz o the
whitewater world, will almost surely
be back inform!

Bob Gedekoh

Jim Scott
3715 Jocelyn Street NW
Washington, DC 20015

Ric Alesch Bob Glanville Pete Skinner
8718 West Floyd Drive 66 Deer Run Box 272, Snyder Road
Lakewood, CO 80227 Glenwood, NY 14069 West Sand Lake, NY 12196
Bill Baker Jack Hession Mac Thornton
2953 Birch Street 241 East 5th Avenue 322 10th Street SE
Denver, CO 80207 Anchorage, AK 99501 Washington, DC 20003
Pope Barrow Bill Hildreth Charlie Walbridge
136 13th Street SE 78 Beechwood Street 230 Penllyn Pike
Washington,DC 20003 Cohasset, MA 02025 Penllyn, PA 19422
Lee Belknap Lars Holbek Executive Director
1308 Maryland Avenue Box 63 ';%' ' LSE BégOfOWitz’
GlenEllen, VA 23060 Coloma, CA 95613 Phoenicia, NY 12464
Risa Shimoda Callaway Diana Holloran (914) 688-5569
P.O. Box 375 Route 1, Box 90
Denver, NC 28037 Fairview Mountain Road
Tom Christopher Reliance, TN 37369
931 Union Street Rear Chris Koll
Leominster, MA 01453 MCK Building Associates

221 West Division Street
Bob Gedekoh
Box 228, RD 4 Syracuse, NY 13204

Elizabeth, PA 15037

American WhimerMarch/A pril 1993



PURPOSE .. e

The Amaican

Whitewater Affiliation
(AWA) isanational
organizationwitha
member ship of over
1300 whitewater boating
enthusagtsand mare

t han 501ocal canoedub
affiliates. The AWA was
organizedin 1961to
protect and enhancethe
recr eational enjoyment
of whitewater sportsin
America.

EDUCATION: Through publica:
tiond abi-monthlyjournal, the
AWA providesinformationand
educationabout whitewater rivers,
boatingsafety, technique,and
equipment. _
CONSERVATION: AWA main-
tai ns anational inventory of
whitewater rivers, monitors poten-
tid threatstowhitewater river
resourcesthroughits"River
Watch" syst eanpublishesinforma-
tion on river conservation,works
with government agenciesto pro-
tect and preservefree-flowing
whitewater rivers, providestechni-
cal advicetoloca groupsregarding
river managementand river conser-
vation AWA also givesannual
awardstoindividuastorecognize
exceptiona contributionstoriver
conservationand an annual
“hydromania” award to the pro-
posed hydroel ectricpower project
which would bemost destructive
of whitewater.

BEVENTS. AWA organizessport-
ing events, contestsand festivals to
raisefundsfor river conservation.
Since1986, AWA hasheen theprin-
cipal sponsor o theannual Gauley
River Festival In Summersville,
West Virginia, thelargest gathering
of whitewater boatersin the nation,
othert haninternational racing
events.

SAFETY: AWA promotespad-
dlingsafety, publishesreportson
whitewater accidents,and main-
tai ns bothauniform nationa
ranking Systemfor whitewater riv-
ers(theInternationa Scded
Whitewater Difficulty) and thein-
ternationa lyrecognized Safety
Cod

e.

ORGANIZATION AND PUR-
POSES: AWA wasincorporated
under Missouri non-profit corpora:
tionlawsin196land nartarsits
principa mailing addressat PO
Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464. AWA
has been granted tax exempt Satus
by theInternal Revenue Service urr
der section 501(c)(3) d thelnternal
RevenueCoded 1954. Thecharter
includesthefollowing purposes:
encouragethe exploration, enjoy-
ment, and preservationd
Americanrecreationa waterways
or man-powered craft, protect the
wildernesscharacter of waterways
through conservation of weter, for-
ests, parks, wildlife, and related
resources; promoteappreciation
for therecrestiona vaue d wilder-
nesscruisingand of white-water
sports.

PROFESSIONAL STAFF: Ex-
cept for membershipservicesand
the Executiveand Conservetion Di-
rectorsposition, al AWA
operations,including publicationof
the bi-monthly magazine, are
handled by volunteers.
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What's Up?

Water level readings from selected
North American river level gauges are
"up" on Waterline!
Water levels at your favorite boating
spots, and more you haven't explored
yet, may be "up"too! Find out for sure
where the best conditions are by
calling Waterlinewhile you're planning
your next river adventure.
Readings are updated continually 24 f
hours a day, 7 days a week. | -
Call toll-free, any time of day, for | -
information, sample readings and river {
gauge lists. We'll mail you details or if | ™
you have a fax number handy, we'll fax
you everything you need to call our
Waterline gauge phone right now for
today's river levels. -

i

1-800-945-3376
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1 Rangersworking onthe T not extended to " the opportunity to estab-
Intervention or nol Gauley andthe New have | highly-qualified, compe- - lishfirmer communication
not and will not threaten | tent squirt boaters. lineswith those members
D ber 28.1992 to arrest highly skilled, ' During our conversa | d the Park Servicethat
ecem , competentwhitewater | tion, you made several are charged with planning
. kayakerswhoareutilizing | referencesto the Park development for both the
Dear Sir: , state d theart lifejackets | Service's planningefforts | Gauley and the New
Let metakethi s op- whichmay or may not be | andinput (or possibility of | River.
portunity tothank youfor | Coast Guardapproved. | input) and/or the lack In closing, let me, once
the opportunityto discuss | However,thatisnotto | input from privateboat- | again, thank youfor the
your editorilintheNo- | sgythatif aRangerob- | ers. For your information, | opportunity o comment
vember/ Decemberissie | servessomeonewhoisa | | havetakenthelibertyto | onyour recent editorial.
d American | total novicedoingsome- | add your nameto our As | commented on the
Whitewater. | wouldlike | thingwithinadequate | ailing list. Inthefuture, = phone, my officeisaways
totakethisopportunityto | equipment and, thus, ' youwill be advised by our | opento you or any mem-
clarify that, onboththe | placingthemselvesand planning officed al pub- | ber of your group who
Gauley and the New perhapsothersindanger | licmeetings and wouldliketo stop by and
River,onlandsowned by | or jeopardywouldnotin- | related-to-park develop- | discusschal lenges, oppor-
the National Park Service, | tervene.Insuchacase, | ment. In addition, you tunities, and/or problems
wearenot denyingaccess | the Ranger hasahigh ob- | should receiveacopy | associated with the Park
to private boatersto Class | Jigation, bothlegdlyand | dl planningdocumentsas | Serviceand its develop-
V or any other classd morally, tointervene. ' they areproduced. Hope- | ment and/or management
whitewater. | wouldaso | However, asoutlined | fully,ths will dlowyou o the Gauley and
liketoclarifythat Park | above, thisobligationis | and/or your organization  New Rivers

Big, warm, clean and deep
water mean the Ottawa is fast
becoming the favourite pad-
dling river for North American

Kayak Clubs and Groups.
Wilderness Tours, Canada's largest
and leading outdoor adventure outfitter
looks forward to hosting your group
for a week of paddling the Ottawa's
Main and Middle Channels, while based
at our 650-acre Adventure Resort.
Learn-To-Kayak Week:
beginner and intermediate paddlers
Sun thru Fri, mid-June thru August.
Low-cost air travel available.

WildernessTours

Box 89, Beachburg, Ontario, Canada

1-800-267-9166

L'eau Vive
P.O. Box 65
Twin Lakes, CO]
81251 ‘

Phone/FAX (719) 486-1295
CALL CR WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG
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Sincerely,

Bill Blake

Chief Ranger

National Park Service
GlenJean, WV. 25846

Editor's Reply
The rangers who have

attempted to deny access
to class5water in West
Virginiaworked for the
state at Blackwater Falls
and Tygart Valley State
Parks. Those threaten-
ing to arrestsquirt boat-
ersfor using non Coast
Guard approved
Sfloatation worked for the
West Virginia BNE. My
editorial did not state,
and | did not mean to
imply, that National
Park Rangers werein-

volved inthese specific

o

e

"~ (307) 746-5389
Second skin pile®
tights, vests, and

one-piece suits

iSsues. If my comments
wer e misunderstood, |
amsorry.

| stand my observa-
tion that there has been
increasing tension be-
tween private boaters
and the National Park
Serviceat the New and
the Gauley. | must say
that, during our recent
conversation, Mr. Blake
seemed to genuinely
want to communicate
and work with private
boatersregarding this
situation. | hope that
those readers whoare
dissatisfied with the
management of the New
and Gauley will contact
him.

| stand by my state-
ment that National Park

Quality
Innovation
Service
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Friendsville, MD
21531
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Hee Catalog
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Service officials have

prohibited kayakers

frompaddling riversin

Yellowstome and Glacier.
Bob Gedekoh

New lechnigues

needed

Dear Editor:

1992 was unquestion-
ably aterribleyear for the
rafting industry in West
Virginia. Asmost
whitewater enthusiasts
know therewererafting
fatalitieson dl three o
theriverswith commer-
cid rafting operations.
TheWest Virginia Depart-
ment of Natural Re-
sourcesregulatesopera
tions on the New, Cheat

Force Jacket®)) ||

=511
L 1

nifed Stares by Mountain Surf. Inc.

LETTERS

and Gauley Rivers. In
1992, the number d
guestsdlowed onthe
New and Gauley was
changed so asto create
more parity between the
licenced outfitters. Did
this create an unsafe envi-
ronment?

Let'sexaminetheinci-
dentsand try to find some
commonfactorsinthe
rafting fatalitieson the
New, Gauley and Chest
Rivers. All threefdl into
the most common statisti-
cal parameters. Thevic-
tims, asin the mgjority of
dlraftiifatalities,were
middle-aged women. Al
three were gected from
their raftsand then car-
ried by the current down-
stream into entrapment.
Mogt guideswould agree
that women seemto re-
spond to their commands
more readily than their
male counterparts. So
why did these women
perisn?

Perhapsthey followed
instructionstoowell. Be-
foreeach trip asafety ori-
entationisgivento dl
paddiers. Itisamogt uni-

| versally stated that oncea

paddlerisout o the raft
they shouldfloaton their
back with their feetup,
pointed downstream.
Thiseliminates any possi-
bility of the swimmer try-
g to stand up infast
moving water and poss-
bly entrappingtheir feet.
Thisisthesingle most
commonformof entrap-
ment and it isvery diffi-
cult to effect rescue.
Sincetwo d the sce-
nariosinvolved high wa
ter, foot entrapment was
nighly unlikely. Thethird
took placewherethe cur-



LETTERS

renttook her directlytoa
very largeundercut rock.
If theseindividuals had
swum aggressively back to
thenearest raft or shore,
taking amoreactiverole
intheir ownrescue, dl
threeincidentsmight
have been avoided. Any-
onewho hastried svim-
mingwhilein the previ-
oudy mentioned position
knowsit's an exercisein
futility. It'sastrong poss-
bility that theinstructions
they received werealarge
factorintheir deaths.
Because o West
Virginids consistent water
flowand easy accessfor
millionsd whitewater
enthusiasts,it isemerging

asthenation'sand world's
leader in the whitewater
industry. Assuch, it's
timethe variousbusi-
nessesthat compriseths
enterpriseset asdetheir
differencesand create an
atmosphered coopera:
tion. Thiswill not only
enhancethe experience,
but asomake asafer envi-
ronmentfor everyone
concerned. Unlessthe
ownerscan find away to
overcomearroganceand
greed, the status quo will
remain unchanged.
Maybethese unfortunate
Incidentswill shock the
ownersout d their cur-
rent mind set o us against
them. Then maybethe

industry at large can meet
Inaspirit o cooperation
and rethink standards
that obviously need
change.

What isdesperately
needed on these largeval-
ume riversissomerescue
techniquesthat can bere-
didicaly expected to ef-
fect rescue. Oned the
morewell known swift
water rescue schools
cametothe New River
not long ago. They found
that thetechniquesdeve-
oped onsmaller rivers
were nearly impossible
toimplementon thislarge
volumeriver. Daystwo
andthree d the course
were subsequently moved

Not because you want to be different...

Becauseyou want to be

BETTER!

Caper and Encore. Two new solo playboats
designed to encourage, not prohibit, proper
paddling technique. Whitewater canoes for
paddlers, nat floaters. Cdl or write for free
catalog festuring dl five Dagger models.

CANOE Company, INC.

PO Box 1500, Harriman TN 37748

(615) 882-0404
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to thenearby Meadow
River, wherethey then
completed their course
and conferred certificates
o completiontothose
that satisfactorily finished
thecourse. Hopefully
their graduates redized
that most o thetech-
niques wouldn't work in
their work environment,
the New River. Whenare
techniques that will work
onthesetypesd rivers
gomg to be developed and
taught? Sometyped
boat rescue isthemost
reasonable method that
could be used and tech-
niques expanded on.

Weoweit to ourselves
and those that placetheir
trust in usto develop safe
and sound methodsdof
prevention, and when
necessary,rescue. \We
must dl find waysto pre-
vent another year like
1992.

Theodore J. Vandell

(Mr. Vandell isavideo
kayaker on the New and
Gauley Rivers)

Editor'snote

| amnoexpert on
whitewater rescue tech-
niquesor the intricacies
of the rafting business,
but | would liketooffi
the following observa-
tions.

Whitewater rafting i S
aninherently danger-
ousactivity,and, in
spite of the best inten-
tionsand efforts of the
outfitters, there areal-
waysgoing to bemis-
haps. Thatis whyall
commercial raft custom-
erssignadetailed
waiver beforeembark-



ingonriver trips. Indi-
vidualswho arenot
willing to accept this
risk should stay off the
river. These people can
et their whitewater
thrillsontheraft rides
at amusement parks,
wheretherafts rideon
hidden tracks and the
water current canbe
turned onand off with
the flick of a switch,
Having said that, |
agreethat the outfitters
should do everything
they canto make com-
mercial raft tripsas safe
as posshle. During the
past several years foot
entrapments and head
injuries have caused
several deaths on COmMt
mercial rafting trips,
facing downstream and
keeping one’s feetupre-
ducestheserisks. How-
ever, as Mr. Vandell
points out, particularly
whenwater levelsare
high, aggressively swim-
mng for a safe haven
may be a better choice.
But canan unsophisti-
cated, frightened raft
customer be expected to
rationally decidewhich
of theseoptionsisbest in
agivencircumstance?
Anumber of compa-
niesthat | respect have
exceptionally competent
safety kayakers along on
all their highwater
trips. Often theseindi-
vidualsareableto tow
swimmers to safety, or
at least sta by their side
and coach them until
they areout of trouble.
Asfor the competitive
atmosphere inthe 7a/i-
ing business, itis, of
cour se intense and
sometimes unpleasant.

But during my yearson
theriver, I can'tthink o
anyinstanceswherel
thought it caused the
outfitters toimperil
their customer's. During
a number of mishaps
that | haveobserved, |
have been gratified to
See the outfitters put
asidetheir differences
and cooperate to effect a
rescue.

Bob Gedekoh

~ Thief! Thigf!

- Dear Editor.
While we were enjoy-
ing awinter holiday on

the Smith River, some
worthlesstrash stole our
squirt boats. Withthein
tent o discouragingth's
type of slimy behavior, |
would ask that boaters
keep an eyeout for ared
New Wave Bigfoot with a
ydlow and purple
Yin-Yang symbol onthe
stem and agold New
Wave Projet that fadesto
red near theedges. They
asotook afriend's
Werner breakdown
paddle. Positiveidentifica
tion can be made by look-
ingfor my name (Pam
Esmon) onthe New Wave
tag in the Bigfoot, or the
original owner'sname
(Jeff Holcomb) writtenin
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This fast paced whitewater instruction video unlocks the secrets behind basic and advanced
stroke techniques, smooth surfingand sidesurfing, rolling and bracing. 58 min. New Release.

SOLO PLAYBOATING!

Inspiring instructional video packed with information for open canoeists. 43 Minutes.
"Entertaining.. Super job ofpresentingtechnicalpoints. Nicely paced...fun to watch."
Charlie Walbridge, Wildwater Designs
"Every intermediate who wants to improve their skills should watch this tape. Highly
informative and energetic approach to advancedboating technique."

Available from your favorite whitewater store or send $33.95 to:
Kent Ford 160 Hideaway Road, Durango, CO 81301 303-259-1361
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THE SOURCE FOR CUSTOM
BUILT BOATS

Aew

7780 Chamber Hilt Rd.
Harrisburg, PA 17111

717-944-6320
Dealer Inquiries Invited
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the bottom of the Projet.
Sincethe Bigfoot wasless
than six monthsold, you
can imagine how my heart
yearns to exterminate
boat thieveseverywhere.
If you have any newsd
these boats, please cdl
510-222-1535. Thereisa
meager reward.

Sincerely,
Pam Esmon

WAVE

Bob Foote, Foote products
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World Banh Funds Bio Bio Dams
Despite AWA's Pleas

The International Finance Cor-
poration (IFC), anarm d the World
Bank, hasvotedtofund a
$465,000,000dam on Chile’s Bio
Bio River. The Pangue Projectis
thefirst d sx damsproposed for
Chiles world renowned whitewater
river.

The American Whitewater Asso-
ciationhasvoiced profound disap-
pointment inthe IFC’s decision. Ac-
eording to AWA Director Pope Bar-
row, the project still faceswide-
spread oppositionin Chile, aswell
asabarrage d legd actions; but the
IFC's decisonwill makethe
effort to protect the Bio Bio more
difficult.

Americon Whitewater Yarch/April 1993

Damsfunded

World Bank

Despitepleasby leadersd the
Pehuenche Indian fribe and Chilcan
environmentalists,who cameto
Washington, D.C. severa timeslast
year to ask for amorethoroughen-
vironmenta anadysisd the project,
the IFC refused to delay processing
theloan.

The AWA has supported environ-
mentalistsand nativerights groups
in Chileintheir effortsto protect
the Bio Biofrom the six dams
planned by thegigantic Chilean
€l ectric company, Endesa.

"The Chileansput up agood
fight," Barrow said, "but their argu-
mentsfell on deaf ears. European
and Japanese World Bank represen-
tatives seem witlirg to fund dam
constructionan any river anywhere
in theworld with barely aglanceat
the environmental conseguences.
Money from devel oped nationscon-




tinues to be used by the World
Bank to destroy preciousand irre-
placesble natural resources.”

"Thefundamental problem,”
Barow said, "isthat IFC member
nationsaways rubber stamp deci-
sonsmade by IFC staff. The saff
haslittle concernfor environmenta
harm or impactson indigenous
populations. IFC loan officersmake
their careersby pushing money out
the door to pour concrete, not by
encouraging projectswhich protect
the environment or improvethe
livesd native peoples.”

The Bio Bio, located in central
Chile isthelast refuge d the5,000
Pehuenchelndians. The
Pehuenchehavelivedinthe
Andeanriver vdley for centuries,
depending for their livelihood on
harvesting pinion nutsfromthe
rare Arcuaria tree. Jose Antolin
Curriao Pincholet, atraditional
Pehuenchelndianleader, met with
IFC officials earlier last year to
voicetheIndians’ concerns. Heex-
plained that the proposed hydro-
power dams, together with the
roadsand associated devel opment,
will bring thetraditional way d life
d histribetoanend.

But the Bio Biois not only im-
portant to native peopleaccording
to Barrow. "It isdsoan ecologica
treasure,aworld famousrecre-
ationad attraction,and arich store-
housed biodiversty."

Chileenscientistspredict that
the damswill devastatetoregion's
ecosystem, ruin downstream water
suppliesand damagefisheries.

"Thedownstreamimpactsare
not bemg serioudy considered by
theIFC,” complained Juan Pablo
Orrego, Generd Coordinator for
Grupo de Accion por H Bio Bio
(GABB) . GABB isa Chilean orga
nization which hastakenthelead
in opposngthedams.

Oppogtionto thedamsis grow-
ing in Chile. Several thousand pro-
testersmarched on Endesa's of-

ficesin Santiagoin December to
show their support for the
Pehuencheintheir battleto stop
theproject.

Threelawsuits have beenfiled in
Chilean courts by environmental-
ists, Indians, farmersand fisher-
men. Fernando Dougnac, Chiles
leading publicinterest lawyer,is ar-
guing one df the casesbeforethe
Court d Appedsin Concepcion.
He expectsthe Court to declare
Endesas use o theriverillegd un-
der Chilés congtitutionalguarantee
d aright to aclean environment
and under provisonsd Chilés wa
ter code, which prohibitsharm to
water userslocated downstream.m
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uring their free

time, Wendy Wion,

Liz Paul and Marti
Bridgeschallengemon-
strouswhitewater in kay-
aks, paddling riverswhere
onewrong move could
turn athrilling rideintoa
Killing swim.

But these strong-willed
women regularly face an
evengreater challenge-tryingto
reform the male dominated water
establishment in Idaho. Itisanin-
timidating establishment,madeup
d farmers, ranchers, dam builders
and bureaucrats. Asthefront line
teamfor Idaho Rivers United, the
three women are tryingto bring
more equity to theway water is
managedin |daho. In doing so,
they are bucking more than acen-
tury d tradition.

"Changing the water establish-
ment is harder than runninga
whitewater river," saysWendy
Wilson, 35, founder and Executive
Director d Idaho Rivers United.
"After running ariver, at least you
havea sense d accomplishment.
But in fighting to protect rivers,
themost you get isastay d ex-
ecution. The developersdways
come back for onemoretry; you
never know what's aroundthe
next bend."

Idaho's bevy o freeflowing
whitewater riversand placid blue
ribbon trout streams deserve pro-
tection, Wilson says. "ldaho's re-
mainingfree flowing riversare too
spectacul ar to be dammed, di-

| At random:
W Wilson,

Liz Paul and
Marti Bridges

verted and destroyedjust
because peoplearen't
willing to changebusi-
nessasusual," she says.
"There'senough
water to go aroundfor
everyone, includingfish
and wildlife. Wejust
havetofind innovative
waysto makesurerivers

Women
Spearhead
Fight to Save
Idahn S Hwers

“chanumu ﬂiﬂ
. water
eﬂahllshmen! ls

serveeveryone'sneeds.”

Idaho's rivers carry tremendous
volumesd water, fuding thelarg-
est per capitawater useinthe na
tion. In averageyears, the Snake
River yields36 million acrefeet o
water, the equivalentd 36 million
football fieldsfilled to the depth d
onefoot.

But the same valuesthat draw
hordesd recreationiststo Idaho's
riversattract hydro developers.
Morethan 50 dam proposals,large
and small, are pending for Idaho's
mountain streams at any onetime.
Waterfalsand rapidslook likefall-
ing greenbacksto hydro develop-
ers.

"I find the hydro devel opers
the most aggravating becausethey
havethis blind ambition to capture
ariver and makeit do their will,"
Wilson says. “We canwork with
farmers and irrigators and find
common solutions, but hydro de-
velopersare tough. Oncethey get
afederal licence, they won't give
you apint."

Idaho Rivers United isn't
againgt al dams, Wilson pointsout.
Idaho already hasa number o
damsthat provide multiple public



benefitson the Snake, Boiseand
Payetterivers. But dueto the ex-
tent o developmentin Idaho, and
thescenicquality d the freeflow-
ing riversthat remain, thegroup
wantsthe publicto takea hard look
at new proposalsbeforethey are
approved.

"We want our riverstowork for
dl Idahoans- not just the farmers
and the hydro devel opers,” she
says. “We’re NOt preaching some-
thiithat'sradical;werejusttryirg
to bring thesysteminto
baance."

| for the Payetteand the South Fork ]
BoiRivers.

Wilson and Paul worked with
the Friendsd the Payetteto
marshall hundredsd volunteers
and used every trick in the political
tradeto pusha protectivehill for
the Payette River throughthe
Idaho Legidaturein 1990. It was
the biggest environmental victory
ever achievedinthe
prodevel opment Legislature.

CONSERVE

publican Chairman d the Re-
sourcesand Environment Cormit-
tee, said that IRU isaforceto be
reckoned with. "They represent
oned thesaviest, capable political
organizationsin the state,”" he said.
"They've displayeda unique ability
towork withawidevariety o
groupsand not take such ahard
linethat they're alienatingthe
other groups.”

Last year, IRU assisted recre-

State Senator Laird Noh, the Re-

ation, ishing and wildlife advocates

Wion, Paul and
Bnd(?esare strong
minded professiona
women who expect to be
treated with equality and
respect. They areintelli-
gent, and they know
Idahowater policy inside
out.

Evenso, Wilsonsays
some hydropower engi-
neersand irrigators a&
sumethat they areigno-
rant. She's heard com-
mentslike,"Wdl, little
ladly, | guessyou didn't
know that thiswater is
our livelihood."

"They think our ideas
are completely off the
wadl becauseweare
girls" Wilson continues.
"Were looking for inno-
vativewaysto accommo-
datedl river users.

Wefre rocking the boat
and peopleare boundto
get upset.”

IRUs strengthliesin
building grass roots codli-
tionsto win protection
for thestate'srivers. The
group haslobbiedthe
|daho Water Resource
Boarddl eight members
aremae) and the Legis-
lature (three fourths
the126 membersare
male) towin protection
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in pushing astate
protection plan

for the Henrys

Fork Basinin 3
eastern ldaho.
Themeasure
cleared the state
Senate, but lost
by four votesin
theldaho House,

Paul,35,is
IRU Associate Di-
rector and Orga-
nizationa Whip.
She saysit is diffi-
cult to convince
older men that it
may be possible
for Idaho'srivers
to servedll users.

"A lot o thedeci- S
sonmaking -

power lieswith men theaged my
father. It's hard to comefacetoface
withthem and tell they'vegot to
changetheir ways."

Likethe chdlenge d runninga
steep drop, she says,""Yau just have
togather your witsand gofor it-
takethe plunge.”

Bridges, 38, the Water Policy Di-
rector and newest member o the
IRU team, has been dealing with the
"good ole boy™ network in water
mattersfor 15yearsasaformer
U.S Soil ConservationService Dis
trict Conservationist. At times, she
says, farmersmay listen moretoa
woman than a man becausetheir
egosdon't clash astwo men'segos
would."

"l may not be looked upon as
their equal, but | still don't getinto
these ego gamesthat men would.”
shesays. "We can talk about ways
d looking at things they hadn't
thought o beforeina non threaten-
ingway."

Paul saysIRU’s challengewould
be equally toughfor men because
it'sachalengeto thestatus quo. "If

“The gy sinthalr 60s and
T0sare politeand treat you

with respect, but the guysin
their 50sjust don't know whet

to think. Were not likethelr
mothers, were not liketheir
kids.. they just don't quite

know what to think."

we were men espousingthe same
ideas, they wouldn't necessarily re-
ceiveabetter reception,” she says.
"It's not the messenger;it'sthe
message.”

But standing toeto toe withthe
men can beintimidating. “We're
working in an environment where
women havelesscredibility and re-
spect,” Paul says. "Theré'san un-
spokenattitude that women
shouldn't be out working on serious
issueslike water appropriation.”

Bridgesmaintainsthegenera-
tion gap explainssomed the diffi-
culty they havefacedin making in-
roads. "Theguysintheir 60sand
70sare politeand treat you with re-
spect, but theguysin their 50s just
don't know what to think. We're
not liketheir mothers, we're not
liketheir kids.. they just don't
quite know what to think."

Likemany professional women
in today's society, Wilson, Paul and
Bridgesbaancefamily,funand
work. Wilsonand her husband,
Phil, havea2 year old son. She
was pregnant duringmuch o the
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fight to save the

Jayette.

| felt pretty

vulnerable," Wilson
== recals. "Some-
times| fdt likel
+ . should have been
=2 home knitting boo-

"o = tiesinsteadd be-

= inganactivist. It
=~ washelpful when
older women came
up to meand said,
"Way to go; you
make me proud.”

Paul's hus-

band, Scott,isaso
an active boater.
Bridgesissingle
with ayoung Ti-
betan man staying
in her homeas part
d the U.S Tibetan Resettlement

" Projectin Boise. Sheand her bor-

der callie,"Cashmere”, and cat,
"Frank™,areamong 25 familiesin
Boise providinga placed residence
for Tibetans.

AsIRU continuesto grow,
Bridges saysthegroup will become
more effective and experienced,
just asshe, Wilson and Paul have
become accomplished kayakers
over time.

"When you're running Class5
rapids, you hit alot o holesand
you haveto react quickly or get
trashed. Your reactionislargely
based on how many holesyou've hit
before.”

"Last year when we worked on
the HenrysFork bill, we were cruis-
ing through the Legidatureand we
ran into some major big-time holes.
We weren't ready and we got beat.”

"Thisyear, we remember the
holesand well be ableto handle
them better. Were scoutingout
the best route to avoid the holes,
before wetake the plunge.” m
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NATIONAL R VERS COALITION - 1992 REI R VER GRANTS

Duringthe past fiveyears, the REI funded Nationa Riv-
ers Caodlition, in which the American Whitewater Affiliation
playsan active role, hascontinuedto provideseed grantsto
organizationsworking on critical and diverseriver projects.

IN1992, atota of $60,106 wasdispensed through 87
grantsinthefollowingcategories:

¥ Riversthreatened by hydropower licensingand
relicensing, includingfunding for four citizensto at-
tend ahydroworkshop;

¥ Support for 11lobbyistsworking onvariousriveris
SUes;

¥ Promotion of OmnibusWild and Scenichillsin Ari-
zona, Washingtonand West Virginig;

¥ Financial backing for over twenty state legidativeand
grassroots conservationefforts; and

¥ Woark on many Wild and Scenic River designations,in-
cluding sponsorshipfor 10 attendeesto a Citizens
Training Workshop.

AWA Opposes Proposed Coast Guard PFD Regulations

For years boatingorgani- | toimpossibleto determine

Throughfour meetingsin thelast year, Codition mem-
bers (AWA, American Rivers, American Canoe Association,
River Federation, River Network, SierraClub, Nationa
Audubon Society, Wilderness Society, and the Nationa
Wildlife Federation) have provided valuablegrants to
grassroots river groups, many of which have had direct and
positiveimpactson our whitewater riversand streams. A
short listing of someof thewhitewater related groups
which received grants includes: Wes VirginiaRivers Codi-
tion, New York RiversUnited, Friends of the Arkansss,
Idaho Rivers United, and New England H.OW. Rivers such
asthe Kennebecand Penobscot (ME), Tuolomne, Y ubaand
American (CA), and the Gunnison and Arkansas (CO) were
dl benefited by thisresource.

Oned the most important aspectsof the Nationd Rivers
Cadlitionisthat it providesneeded star t-up support for
groupsand organi zationswhich are just beginning to get off
theground. Many of the AWA's affiliated clubsand other
whitewater defense projectsfit this bill. During1993,
fundingalso will be provided for developingnew or
stronger statelaws, includingimproved accesslaws.

Thefirst meeting of the new year will beheldin early
April; if youwould likeinformation on how to apply for
funding, or tofmd out the deadlinefor applications, please
call Rich Bowers (AWA) or Suzi Wilkins (American Rivers)
at (202) 547-6900.H

™ Finaly, thesenew rules
ordainthat US whitewater

will not bewell served by

zations, including the AWA,
have beentryingto get the
regulationschanged which
govern the use of PFDs for
whitewater (for example,
certification of European
design- quickwater rescue
vests). So, in November,
when the Coast Guard an-
nounced that it wasconsid-
eringachangeintheseregu-
|ations, one would assume
that the AWA would be
happy, right?

Wrong! Asa result of ap-
parent bureaucratic inepti-
tude, the new regulations
makeeven lesssense than
theold, especialyin regard
to whitewater recresation.
Thevaguelanguage o these
new regulations
(CDC02-045) makesit next

exactly what thelaw will be.
But onethingiscertain. The
new regulationscontinueto
combineand equatethe
safety needsof whitewater
boaterswith thosecruising
on motor boats,

tionswill force .
all boatsover 16 |
inlengthtocarry ™,
TypelV floatation
(seet cushions). Thiswill
effect tandem canoeistsand
downriver racers, and might
apply to other craft downto
107, dependingon how one
interpretsthelanguage. All
inal, whitewater boaters

house-boats, and i

the Queen Mary. =
Thewith-

drawal of cur- -

rent exemp- T

= i ® _;l'l
i o

the new regulations. Imag-
inebeingtrashedinahole
and having your buddies
throw you a seat cushion!
Theinconsistent lan-
guageincludedin these new
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Boaterscould

i |ﬁ s
strictionsand rules.
Thisisdf considerable

| concerntothosefamiliar

with the ongoing battl e be-
tween squirt boatersand the
West VirginiaDNR about
what constitutesan appro-
priate PFD.

team members must wesr
full floatationduring train-
ing, but that foreign boaters
may wear whatever isap-
provedin their home coun-
try. Takentoitsillogica
conclusion,thismeansthat
while our team trainsfor the
'96 Olympicsin Atlanta
wearing high-floats,foreign
team memberscould train
on our streamsin dab-vests.
Lucky for our teamthat
thereisan exemptionfor
actual racing eventd The
questionis, how quickly can
they adjust?

The AWA hasprovided
the Coast Guard with aset
of comments; wewill con-
tinueto provide coverage of
thissituationasit develops. g
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1993 - ANEW YEAR FORAWA CONSEWATION

by Richard J. Bowers,
Conservation Program Director

1992 wasabanner year
for the AWA'’s conservation
efforts. In March, | was
hiredio direct the AWA
Conservation Program, be-
comingthefirst full-time
employeefor the AWA. Dur-
ing my first year in thisposi-
tionmostof my timewas
spent working onthelarge
dated hydro-relicensing
projects; but other Impor-
tant river issuesaso com-
manded my attention

Sincemineisthe only po-
dtioninthe country which
spoecificadly and exclusively
addresseswhitewater recre-
ationlconservation efforts, it

EDA

wasa hichewhichneeded
to befilled Thiswasobvi-
ousby how quicklythi s
niche got swamped with
work!

| spentthefirstten
monthsinitiating communi-
cationswith variousother
organizationsinvolved with
river work, both by phone
and by travelingto areas
with crucia whitewater re-
sources. Th s included talk-
ingwithlocal boaters, fed-
eral and state agencies, con-
servation groups, power
companies, and the Federd
Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion (FERC). Besidesdis-
cussing specificriver topics,
| wassuccessful ingetting
our program recognized as
an active, knowledgeable

SHOGUN - The ultimate whitewater play boat

RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak

RAPID - Proven freestyle winner
Sill made using tough cross-linked polyethylene construction

Our SEDA Sea Kayak line consists of the famous Glider,
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regarded by customers throughout the nation and Canada.

Our SEDA accessoriesinclude Coast Guard approved lifevests,
top design wet suits and acomprehensive line of whitewater and

flatwater gear.

Call today for our 40 page bar gain-packed catalog and dealer nearest you.

SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 CoolidgeAve., National City, CA 91950
Tel: 6191336 2444

Serving the
paddling sports
since 1969

and nationwideplayerin
river conservation

Duringthisperiod, the
AWA wasableto:

¥ Play amagjor rolein coor-
dinating a nationwide &f-
fortsto develop acoher-
ent national relicensing
program, includingthe
formationof several coa-
litionsof loca paddlers
and boating clubs.

¥ Request 22 additional
studiesfor relicensing
withthe FERC, each of
potential whitewater rec-
reationinterest.

¥ Havethe FERC require
nineseparateboating
studiesand/or sitevisits
(todate) to addresspos-
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siblewhitewater re-
leases. May of these
studiesare on-going, with
many whitewater teststo
be completed duringthe
upcoming boeating sea-
son. TheAWA either
participatedin or coordi-
nated each of thesetests
with other boating orga
nizations.

Y Intervenein 28 hydro
relicensinginterventions.
Thisincludes14 groupin-
terventions,to whomthe
AWA provided recre-
ational technical assis-
tance and representation.

¥ Hod thefirst
Pan-American Rivers
Seminar in conjunction
with the 1992 Gauley
River Fedtival.
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¥ Wdghinonlegidativeis
suessuchasthe Energy
Bill, National Park Ser-
vice- River and Trdls
funding, and the Auburn
Damproposal.

¥ Participatein draftingthe
AWA accesspalicy.

Much of thework initi-
ated in 1992 will continue
throughthisyear. But the
AWA dsointendsto expand
its conservationagendadur-
ing thenext year. Thiswill
includestrengthening our
financial base aswell asex-
panding thescope of issues
we can effectively address.

Throughout the past
year, the ConservationH o
gramworked to represent
whitewater boatinginter-
estsnationdly. Tobemore

successful at thisinthenew
year, the ANVA will look to
broadenthis representation
by 1. increasing member-
ship, especiadly affiliated
club members, 2 communi-
cating morewiththese
clubs,and 3. workingin
closer concert with our net-
work of regiona coordina
tors. Wearedeterminedto
work effectively on even
morewhitewater recreation
andriver conservationis
suesin1993.

Besidescontinuingwith
thehydro-relicensing
projectsstarted last year,
and addressingfuture
relicensing, several impor-
tant whitewater concerns
arealready on the horizon.
Thefollowingisa brief view
of thingstocome:

1993 L egidation Impacting
Whitewater Recr eation

¥ Thereauthorizationof the Clean Water Act will impact
recreationintereststhroughthe State401 process. The
AWA haslinked up withother river intereststo address
this, seeking to reintroducelanguage which would give
thestatesauthority over the placement of new hydro

projects.

¥ Reauthorization o the Endangered SpeciesAct will also
impacton recreation. The AWA will monitorthistoas-
surethat river accessisnot affected by irresponsiblein-

terpretations.

¥ Specificriver legidationwill also be on our agenda The
Payette Wild & Scenic bill wasintroduced on January
6th, and last year'sfailed Lower Salmon Scenicand Rec-
reational RiversAct should be re-introduced. Wes Vir-
ginia, Cdifornia, and Washington will continueto push
for Omnibusriver protection packages. The AWA will
re-address permanent protectionfor the Savage River in

MD.

Upcoming hydro proj ectsimpacting whitewater

¥ FHvedams proposed by the Turlock Irrigation Digtrict for
the CLAVEY RIVER (CA), FERC No. 10081

¥ An Environmental |mpact Statementisbeing devel oped
for theMokelumne River (No. 137) and Devils Nose (No.
8144) projects, MOKELUMNE RIVER, (CA).

¥ Afird Environmental Assessment hasbeen releasedre-
gardingthe ANIMAS-LAPLATA project (CO), andfound
to be"inadequate and incompl ete' by the Environmental

ArrericanWhitewabe~V‘-'arch/April 1993

Protection Agency. B

Everyone Deservesa Taste of

Southern
Fried
Creekin’

Thisvideo is45 minutesof extreme paddling
on some of the South'smost outr ageouscreeks
and rivers. Featur esthe Tellico, Watauga,
Overflow Creek,the Whitewater, the Toxaway,
and forbidden Mystery Creek. Paddlersinclude |
Dave'Psycho' Simpson, Nolan Whitesell, Forrest |
Callaway, Russ Kullmar, and Kent Wigington. |
The video climaxes with first descentsof Triple |
Falls and 50foot Coon Dog Fallson Mystery
Creek. Musicand narration add to your enjoy-
ment of the unbelievableaction!

Send $26.95 plus $3.00 shipping/handling to:

/—\\ Gentry Video Productions
* 646 Deer O eek Tral
J Hoschton, GA 80548

(706) 654-2725

Y Kaya aes,
food, accommodatlon tents
i and transport within
Australia.

time =
: ] PRISTINE WILDERMESS ..
ﬂlfﬂ!fﬂbfe, Paddle the untamed torrents
For experienced amongpristineWorld Heritage
rainforest, somed the most
paddlers! isolated and inaccessble
whitewater on earth.
BE AMONG THE FRST .. UUTOON ..

i us bosday o bear
Be among the first to paddle - -

the raging whilewater of more about this wild and wer

] tropical holidav of alifetimel
tropical North Queensland.

More exhilarating EXPLORE KAYAK

whitewater than you would | complete defails, contact: | |
normally experiencein one EXPLORE KAYAK L
entire season! Bodo Lenitschek <)

16170321468
RO FREETING CONDITIONS _. Fax: 6170 322248
Leavethefreezingwinters

PO.Box 53, Manunda, [

and icy watersd the Cairna, Q 4670, Australia. |
northern hemispherebehind

- no wetsuits or paddling -
cags required herein tropical %ﬂ
North Queensland. L




the first SELF-BAILING
all inflatable catarafﬂ _

NO HARD PARTS!

FJIREL Y 1 V.V I o

JINE

“First made for video boats n the Tully River
in Australiain 1986, the SHREDDER has

been built and & power-tested ever since. A {
great way for an experienced river runner to
introduce a novice to GOOD water! The¥ are
_stable yet responsive in big H,O & fast in flat-
water. Two experienced paddiers can stretch

ﬁe are committed to
i the premise that "heavy
: - : “duty" does not mean

SHREDDER rolls
up into a compact
| 18" x 28"! The cross
tubes & raised floor
I eliminate the need for
| a bulky frame. Have
been used as guide
boats on raft & ducky
trips...made entirely in
Pennsylvania.......98%
domestic content!

. ﬂ'DDI' Ll D r[ﬂgs T mpE
- *gplash screen == foot stirrups

aumnm ey Rate——
STANDARD MODEL SPECS..... MATERIALS + ACCESSURTE
* length = 122"« color = black
* width = 58" » weight = 35 - 54 Ibs 412 - 329 - 8668
* tube diameters available = 185, 20", 21" Box 36 Ohiopyle. Pa 15470

 neoprene/nylon
ASK FOR TONY

PRICES RANGE FROM $900 to $1250



It's not how good you ppadd e.nfshﬁwm‘dvou IookT

TPATCHER
| DECALS
[ POSTERS

item - __T”‘m' 1_"Bt‘al___
AWA T-shirts availablein M, L, XL unless noted (postage $2.90 up to 2 shirts)
®AWA Logo: $10 SS; $12.50LS
e The Wilder the Better: $10SS; $12.50LS
*Bold Look: $8SS; $12 LS only
AWA River Caps: $10 (postage $1)
AWA License Plate Frames: $5 (postage $1)
AWA Embroidered Patches: $2
AWA Waterproof Decals: $.50
Gauley River Poster: $5 (postage $1.50)

POSTAGE

Madl with payment 1o AWA, PO Box 329, Phoenicia, NY 12454

Completeyour whitewater librarv with an AWA publication

AWA NationwideWhitewater Inventory Riversat Risk—The Concerned Citizens
Edited by Pope Barrow, $15 book/$7 disk($2. 90 postage) Guide to Hydropower

*r?a?;/:)ﬁil:jsen nga every whitewater river By 7ol D. Escheverria, Pope Barrow and Richard |
*River mapsfor all U Srivers | I;{g;z-égjllms cloth 529.95/paper $17. 95($2. 90
*Includesmileage, accesspoints, ratings e A study of whitewater'smost serious threat
TheRiversd Chile AWA Safety Codes |

By Lars Holbek, 35 ($1 postage) 1-99 $.25; 100-199 $.20; oaer 200 §.15
¢ A guideto morethan 20 Chileanrivers *Theoriginal criteriadf boating safety

Send paymentto AWA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464

American Whitewater q, March/April 1993



BATTLE

CONTINUES OVER
YOUGH USER FEE ©

Wegern Penngylvania
paddlersare continuing ther
effortsto overturn the user fee
and restorefree accessto the
Youghiogheny River at Ohiopyle
SatePark, Herésan update

Will the lower Yough always be
accessable to the next genération.

1 Pt Pl AL ot s i rv.'d'..a rebid prad 5



ree boat-inswereheld

ﬁ3uri ng 1992 at Ohiopyle. These

eventsservedto attract media
attentionand for alert park visitors
to the problemsat Ohiopyle. Two
boat-in dates have been set for
1993-- Saturday, April 3, and Sat-
urday, July 17. Informational pick-
eting will be conducted at the park
both daysfrom9am.to 2 p.m.

April 3was selected becauseit
isthefirst day that the feewill be
collected during the 1993 season.
July 17 was chosen to encouragea
massiveshow o support from as
many paddlersas possible. Toen-
courage participation, New Wave
hasgracioudy donated a kayak to
the cause. Al paddlerswho volun-
teer at least four hoursd informa-
tional picketing betweenthe hours
d 9am. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, July
17, will be eligible to win the boat.

Themediawill beinvitedto at-
tend the July 17 boat-in; a big turn-
out will be crucia in brnging atten-
tion onthisissue.

* Meanwhile, the codlition of
paddlersisworking to overturnthe
feethrough the channelsd Penn-
gylvaniastate government. The
paddlers, including representatives
d the American Whitewater Aso-
ciation, Three Rivers Paddling
Club, and Keystone River Runners,
arewerking to petition the agency
that hasauthority to reviewfeestor
Pennsylvaniastate parks.

The petition presentsthese
points, among others:

Thecurrent feeisdiscrimina
tory becauseit isonly appliedto
private boaters. Private kayakers,
canoeistsand raftersare strictly

RESERVATIoN
PR hhﬂcﬁﬂh

As aresult of the boy-
cott at Ohiopyle State
Park during 1992,
there was a 30 percent
reduction in river us-
age by experienced
boaters,

day usersd the park. They usethe
samefacilitiesasall other day us-
ers, including bicyclists, hikersand
picnickers. If afeeischargedfor
day use, it should be applied
equdly todl -- or to none. There-
fore, the petition recommendsthe
elimination d the private boater
user fees.

The petitionaso addressesthe
reservationsystem asfollows If
Ohiopyle State Park needsafee
reservation system to control river
traffic, thefeeshould apply strictly

to phone-ii reservationsand should

be limited to the amount required
to providethe service. Wak-ons
should not be charged.

In addition, the petition states
that no reservationfeesor quotas
should apply to any weekday use.
Historical statisticsclearly show
that weekday use has never ex-
ceeded and in most cases does not
even approachthe established quo-
tas.

Thestate'sreviewgroupis
scheduledto meet in March to con-
sider somefeerevisons. The

smaion v N

Ohiopylesituation may come up for
discussion-- or it may not. The coa-
lition hasannounced their determi-
nation to push for aruling.

* Asaresult of the boycott at
OhiopyleState Park during 1992,
therewasa 30 percent reductionin
river usage by experienced boaters.
The state hasresponded to the
boycott by issuingan open threat to
reduce the spotsallocated to pri-
vate boatersontheriver. The codi-
tion maintainsthat thisthreat
"clearly demonstratesthe prevail-
ing attitude d park management
toward private hard boaters
andtheir concerns-- Thisisour
river,and wedon't want you onit!"

The relationship between pri-
vate boatersand the park adminis-
tration at Ohiopyle has deteriorated
toandl-timelow. A number d
paddlershave reported instancesd
harassment, suspicion, and even
threats of arrest. At least two pad-
dlersreceived citationsfor breaking
the park's"rules’ -- thefirst be-
cause hedidn't sgntheafter-hours
sgn-insheet and the second be-
cause he rafted to the Bruner Run
take-out after 3 p.m. Both paddiers
havetaken their casesto court.

Last year, the state bureaucrats
predictedthat oppositiontothe
user fee would be insgnificantand
short-lived. The western Pennsyl-
vaniaboatersmaintainthat "We're
not that easy."

Stay tuned.

For moreinformation, contact
AWA Regiond Coordinator Barry
Tuscano at (412) 676-4713, Tom
Irwin at (412) 537-6363 or Debbie
Patz at (412) 459-8631m



Who says you have to
drive for hours to paddle
class 5 whitewater?

The world is full of unexplored,
steep creeks. Obscure, high
gradient waterways that may
only be navigable a few days a
vear, when snow melt reaches
its peak, or after heavy rains
have fallen. But when they mn...
look out!

Ltah's Mark White and
Pennsylvania’s Fred Lally
discovered these whitewater
treasures not far from their
respective homes.

There might be one close to
your home too. So next time you
drive over a tiny bridge, take a
look over the sides. And take a
good look at the topo maps for
‘the vicinkty of vour hometowr.

You might be surprised to
discover what treasures lie
*Right In Your Own Backyard”™




..-_.-'r -

E _ MINING
7 UTAH'S
HIDDEN

mEASU RE

by Mark H. White
photos by James Kay

Utah has the dubious
distinction of being the
nation’s second driest
state. A kayaker living in
Salt Lake City is much
like @ mountaineer living
in Kansas; central to
everything, but close to
nothing.

= Left: "Who says Litah doesn r,l',.,”
: o r.lnrrr'uu e Takin g the plunge
| HH Sixth |-|rr"|":r




Inthemid eighties El Ninogave
uslotsdf water. Thedessert creeks
overflowed; theirrigatorshad dl
they could use and we were literally
ableto paddie down Man Street.
But, alas, thelast Sx yearshave
beendry.

Very dry. _

For what seems an eternity a
handful o dedicated whitewater
junkiesand | have been drivingto
Idaho, Colorado, Cdiforniaand
Wyoming to score our paddling
fixes. Inthe process, we have seen
somegreat country and kayaked
somewonderful rivers. But having
aworthy backyard run o our own
seemed an unattainable dream.

Then we discovered Sixth Wer
ter!

It was an unseasonably cold and
rainy September morning as Gary
Nichols, Roy Piskadlo and | motored
past the Brigham Y oung University
campus. Thesun wasjust peeping
over the horizon and thewindshield
wipersslapped to the rhythm of the
radio.

While | juggledthe steering
wheel and asteaming cup o coffee,

Boaofing a drop on Ulanh"s

Sixth Water

Sixth Water is one
of Utah's finest
kayak runs and

definitely its most

technically

demanding.

Gary described our destination.. a
small, steep creek. Severa boating
seasonshefore, Gary had authored
the River Runner's Guide to Utah.
He had been quitethoroughin his
research, locating quiteafew out o
theway creeks, but, somehow, a

Amerimn -i.:..-.::..V'-.’.:* Rlpril 1395

littlerun named Sixth Water had
dodged him. Infact, even thoughit
was |ocated amere 90 minutes
south o Sdlt Lake City, it had
eluded dl other seriousriver pros-
pectors.

Although Gary certainly knows
theingredients which create aclas
sickayak run, | remained skeptical.
After dl,it had been ahot, drought
ridden summer and the Diamond
Fork watershedisaguatically ane-
mic ay. How could the canyon
cradle ademandmgwhitewater
river; et oneonethat had never
been run?

But, by theend of the day, my
doubtsweretransformedintode-
light. Sixth Water isoned Utah's
finest kayak rus and definitdly its
most technically demandmg.

Interms d the area, Sixth Water
drainsarelatively smal watershed.
And, back when Mother Nature
tended theriver, it wasatiny creek,
flowingonly inthe springand early
summer. But,in 1915, athree and
one hdf mile pipewasingtalled un-
derground to carry irrigationwater
fromthe Strawberry Reservoir to
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thefarming community of Spanish
Fork. Asaconsequenced ths en-
hanced flow, provided by the Cen-
tral Utah Project, Sixth Water was
transformed intoapremiere
whitewater streamd ' 4y
At our put-inadull gr e
livered ast%ady drizzl e? c%/nverting
theclay road into aribbond
grease. It wasso humid it dmost
seemedtropical. A wispyfog
floated like a phantomabovethewa
ter. Thegreenery that arched over
theriver completedthe picture; it
|ooked like CostaRica. Thislush
setting was certainly not atypical

Utah landscape.
Wediscoveredthat theSixth
Weter pipewas Ing out are-

spectable 450 cubicfeet per sec-
ond, plenty to pad the rugged river
bed. But,in spited ths flow, we
quickly decided not to runthefirst
quarter mile. Asthewater blew out
d thetunnel, it madly crashed
down aconstrictedrock dley
stepped with a number d jagged
ledges. Thetoposindicatethat the
river dropsat theterrifying rate o
800feet per milehere. Peer pres-
sure be damned, we shouldered our
boats.

Someday, no doubt, some
adrenalin crazed kayaker,armored
likeaknight and sporting afull face
helmet, will probably attempt this
cascadein ablunt Euro-boat. But,
for now at least, thefirst quarter
miled Sixth Water liesbeyond the
meansd the current crop o state
d theart hair boaters.

It had been anumber o years
sinceahard core whitewater run
had been discoveredin Utah, sowe
wereunderstandably thrilled to be
ableto pioneer, then name, the
challenging dropsthat followed.
Ardsincetheriverliesinaregion
d intensereligiosity, the rapids
seemed to beg for monikerswith
spiritual foundations.

We christened the irifial cas-
cade, the onethat we choseto por-

tage, the"UnbornSoul”. If and
when some daring hair boater navi-
gatesthis rapid,heor shearefree
to choseanew name.

Not far downstreamavertical Sx
foot pour over introduceslucky
boatersto the surreal pool-drop
character d the SixthMile We
named that ledgethe"Vigtor'sCen-
ter", after thepointd entry tothe
Mormon Tabernacle. Visitor's Cen-
ter typifiesthe nature d the next
two miles.

Thehighly photogenic,ten foot,
"Baptisn Fdls' liesjust down-

The topos
indicate that
the river drops
at the terrifying
rate of 800 feet

per mile here.

Muscling through a powerful

stopper on the Sixth Water
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stream. “Mission Cdl" isadanger-
ousdiagonal ledge hole capable d
shoving inadequately aggressive
boatersinto atangled mess of wil-
lows Roy spent afew tense mo-
ments communicating with his Cre-
ator here, because he had not taken
hisMisson Cdl very serioudy!

Boatersshould titheat "'Ten
Percent Fdls', another intricate
rapid, which liesafew milesdown-
stream.

"Sister Jensen's Green Jello Sur-
prise” isoned SixthWater'smost
Intensedrops. It comeswithout
much warning; we wereforced to
snare micro eddiesto avoid bomb-
ing blindly over theinitia horizon
line. Thisisasinister drop, seem-
ingly designed to vertically pin un-
wary boaters.

—

WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST
COMPLETE PADDLING SHOP
—oe——

Located in the Heart of the |
New & Gauley Rivers |

Products from: Perception, Wilderness

Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,
Patagonia, Stohlquist, Rapidstyle,
Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps,

Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE!

NORTH AMERICAN
RIVER RUNNERS, INC

On U.S.'Route 60, ¥4 Mile
East of U.S. 19 Intersection

1-800-850-2585

A M FLOGIE & Wu-ulv.”-il -
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But, from above, one portion o
the pool at the based the plunge
appeared deep enough to accom-
modate a plummeting kayak. Cf
course, we could have climbed
down and tested the depth o the
water, but somehow that didn't
seemtofit thestyled our first de-
scent.

And so, with these " unwritten
rulesd style" inmind, | decided to
goforit. All went well, so Roy and
Gary decided that they too wanted
aheaping helpingd GreenJdlo
Surprise. With our appetitesfor ad-
venture satisfied, we said thanksto
Sister Jensen and headed down-
stream.

Our next stop cameat the Ce-
lestial Gorge, which definitely con-
tainsthe run's most difficult,

NATIONAL

high-stakes rapids.

Runningthe Celedtial Gorgeis
akintowalking asixinchplank a
hundred feet abovetheground.
Themovesare relatively easy, but
the consequencesd amistake
would be substantial .

Only those who have repented
thesind doppy techniqueshould
test their worthiness by running
"Pearly Gate Fdls" and entering the
Celestiad Gorge. Throughthe Celes:
tial Gorge, and for the remaining
two miles, Sixth Water dropsat an
enjoyable 280 feet per mile. This
sectionfeatures nearly continuous
boulder-filled rapids; many d these
are congestedwith falentrees. Be-
caused the steep, serpentinena
tured theriver, wewereforced to
take turns scouting from shore, run-

Damped On?

With land fill space at a premium
and the disposal of wastes
expensive, our public lands and
waters are being "dumped on".
Join 30,000 volunteers in a
nationwide cleanup of rivers and
trails . Organize a cleanup

in your area, call

1-800-524-4814
E “ ;"m o & ¥

P
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nrg theriver inincrementsd
about S0yards.

"Itspretty clean... but catch the
eddy ontheleft. Therésalog
wedgedinthe chute," theman on
the bank would shout. Then thetwo
remaining in their boatswould fol-
low hisinstructionsand runthe
rapid. By thetimethe scout would
climb back into hisboat and runthe
drop, oned theothersd our team
would be out scoutingthe next
rapid.

Wewereforced to portagethree
log jamsduring the last mile. Admit-
tedly, waking arapid did not sit
well withthe spirit d our sdf im-
posed "style”, but there Smply was
no other way toget over, under or
aroundthelogs. Thepersistentrain
rendered our portageswet, muddy

and dow.

Exhilarated but exhausted, we —

stood at the take-out,ankledeepin
gooey red mud. Aswe devoured our
Power Barsin therain, we excitedly
relivedthe day.

"Remember that onethat curved
to theleft and squeezed between
thewdl and...”

"Yeeh... that wasgreat! But how
about that onethat...”

Thisconversation ragedthe
wholeway home.

| have been kayaking for seven-
teen years, but that day remains
oned my most memorable. Yes
Sixth Milewasintense, but thein-
trigueran alot deeper than that.

At last Utah had it's very own
ClassV run. And my two buddies
and | had been lucky enough find it!

PERFORMANCE By

WAVE Sports

(303) 879-4371 @ P.O.Box 775207 Steamboat Springs, CO 80477
Write or call for a catalog and your nearest dealer.

Br————
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Fimding the Elosive Sixth Water

Six milesup Spanish Fork
Canyon, turn left towards
Diamond Fork. Tt isten milesto
the Three Forksparki ng area,
the take-out for the Sixth Water.
Toreach the put-in, continue up
the one lane paved road another
six miles. Then, takethesingle
lane four whed drivedirt roed
that headsoff to theright for
seven more miles. Several urs
leavethisroad, stick toroute
that showssign of more traffic;
until you reach theriver. Then
hit thewater and hang on!

" “Come visit our new outpost on thé:banks
of the Nantahala River, in Nérth Carglina.
Test drive THE BEST on oureight-mile
white-water track. You'llenpy finding out
why a custom-built and outfitted,
ready-to-paddleWhitesell Canoe s still your
best bet for maximizing your ability on all
classes of whitewater.

Call (404) 3255330 for more info
and our free video.

 caBees ﬂv

2362-A Dresden Drive, Atlanta, GA 30341
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Goerge Peterson and Bob Allen
check out small waterfall
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by Fred Lally
Ry photos by Fred Lally and Bob Allen
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| was c//mb/ng back into my boat after peering over the
brink of a nine foot drop, when | glanced up at Bob Allen.
Bob was facing me, his left hand discretely against his
chest, index finger pointing to the right. Had | missed
something in the latest issue of American Whitewater?
Was this some new river signal?

Ameriwn:u_-:-r.u.-.-vv-.r_,-. Wpril 1953

figureit out; Bob was pointing

to aman on the stream bank. A
man with a hogtile demeanor, wav-
ing hisarmsintheair. Heclearly
intended to havewordswith us.

Yes.. Wewere' addling inthe
Poconosagain!

Oniy afewesksbelore George
put on Quakake Creek, asmall

ef the Lehigh. There we
were rguffedl_ anirateland-
owner who threatened todo"some

"N

W&vwﬁg Wg,happm 0 us if we
paddied down this creek!"

Confrontedwith such hodtility, |
had to remind mysdf that wewere
still in Northeastern Pennsylvania,
not in Ddliverance country. It felt
like we were somewherein the Twi-
light Zone, at any moment | ex-
pected Rod Serling to step out of
the woods and start hismonologue.
At any rate, onthat occasonwe
gave up and opted to run another
branch of the same creek, one
where the localsseemed a bit more
hospitable.

I t only took afew secondsto




POCONO LOCO

Fred Lally slides over
small ledge drop on
Mud Run
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And now, only two weeksl ater,
th's scenario seemedto be repeat-
ingitself. Georgewasbeginningto
think that the two d usshould not
paddletogether.. it seemed we at-
tracted pests!

| quickly paddled thefalls, then
eddied out and greeted the hostile
landowner,whowas, at |east at
first, quiteiratethat we had tres-
passed on his property while scout-
Ing. After afew minuteshe settled
down, admitting that hisbiggest
concem wasthat we would"lead
hordesof peoplefromNew Jersey
down thestream... invading my land
and privacy”.

| didn't say so, but | couldn't see
that was much of aconcem. Actu-
dly | wasatrifle offended, having
lived in New Jersey for afew years

mysdlf.

We assured him that wewere
there only for our own enjoyment
and that scouting wasnecessary
only becausewe werenew tothe
creek. Somewhat reassured, he
told uswhat we could expect
ahead... steep rapids, waterfalsand
more private property.. complete
with security guards!

We peeled out and paddied
downstream, looking for George
and hisHD-1. George had paddled
off, cdmly pretending that he had
not seen our "friend. After running
acoupleof steep dropswefound
him, waiting in the pool at the base
d ariver widefals.

Bob and | ski jumped df the
right sided theledge into the pool
and grinned at one another. This
wasturningout to beagreatrun

It seemed to be every bit asgood
asmany d thestreamsin West Vir-

. ginia and, it wasonly an hour awvay

frommy house.

Meanwhile, the"friendly" land-
owner wasn't taking any chances.
He hiked dongthe stream, " escort-
i ng usthrough his property. We
teased Bob about ihe loud
“ka-thunk” hisboat had made when
heboofed thefirst ledge upstream.
Thismust have been the noisethat
attracted the landowner's attention.
How el se could ha have known we
werethere?

After onemoretricky, boulder
congested drop, we apparently
reached the property line, because
our "escort" stopped and waved
goodby. For atimethe streamwas
lessintense, but after passngunder
aPennsylvaniaTurnpike bridge, the
gradient steepened. A number d

. class3and 4 drops,in close succes-

son, kept usbusy.

Aswe rounded a bend we spot-
ted Bob, who had taken the lead,
signalling for usto catch an eddy.
Just downriver were some massve
outcroppingsd sandstone. We
climbed out d our boatsand
scrambled over these rocksto see
what lie beyond.

Wefound ourselvesstaring at a
giganticdouble drop; each portion
wasat |east twenty feet high.



Thefirst was astraightforward
plungeinto ahole. Then... acouple
d boat lengthslater... was asteep
slide intoanasty hole. Thehole
was bounded on the left by aledge
that jutted out from the side, con-
stricting the outflow into arecircu-
lating eddy on theright. Eventu-
dly,ths dl emptied out into what
appearedto be asafepoal. But be-
tween thetwo dropsthere wasno
pool, only fast moving highly aer-
ated water.

second drop in the wrong place.
Georgewalked the dog while hisca
noe ran the second drop on aleash.
Thehike wasclass5; class6 witha
boat.

| put in a then bottomd the
first drop and ran over the second
ledge, only to gofor an extended
surf that included awindow shadi
at the bottom. Fortunately,Bob was
ready with histhrow rope.

Bob suggested that we name
thisdrop the"Mother d Krakatoa'

Bob Allen powers
of 2

over thefirst
steep drops

LE R B RN N EEREENIHNNNNNENRNEH.]

Bob ran both drops, although
there were a few Lense moments
when hie nearly gol sucked over the

in homage to a similar drop on the
Lower Blackwater in West Virginia
Afer paddling one more rapid- a

POCONO LOCO
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concavehorseshoeshaped ledge

that featured another tricky hole-
we spotted asign hanging over the

stream.

¢
NO KAYAKING
NO RAFTING
NOFISHING
NO TRESPASSING
XXXX CORP
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But wherewere we supposedto
go? We couldn't goup- thewals
werevertical. We couldn't go back-
that would mean trespassing on our
old"friends"’ property again.

We guessed that Georgewas
okay-- after dl, hewasin acanoe,
and that apparently wasnot prohib-
ited! Perhapswe could let him lead

the way; we would draft inconspicu-

oudy behind.

And so we continued on. Fortu-
nately, wedid not runinto anyone.

But otherswho have paddled
this creek have sinceinformed us
that sometimesthere are confronta
tionswith armed securityguards.

What arethey protecting? A
beautiful trout stream with num-
bered fishing spotsreplete with
chairsand tables. Atths point the
banks of the stream resemblea
nicely mowed lawn.

We were probably spared the
harassment becauseit waswell past
the openingday d trout season and
threateningto rain.

Class 3whitewater punctuated
by an occas ond |ledge continued
from thispoint to the junctionwith
the Lehigh.

Attheend o the day we con-
cludedthat Mud Run may be oned
the best creeksin Pennsylvania
Not only arethe scenery and the

TATUIER '.:'.'..-'—.'.rvl':l proaA prd

rapidsoutstanding, but the stream
does not necessarily requireade-
ugeto attain anavigableflow. The
creek hasit's originin the Pocono
plateau, aregion full of wet lands
that no doubt buffer therate at
which water runsoff. Andso,a
coupled inchesd rain should do
thetrick.

Theput-in liesaong route 903.
We choseto takeout at Rockport,
after paddling afew mileson the
Lehigh.

Confrontationswith landowners
seem most likely during trout sea
son, so, if you are paddling Mud
Run then, take dong a lawyer!
Unfortunately, trespassingon the
riverbanksis an inevitable conse-
guenced theneed to scout and/ or
portage several d therapidson
Mud Run.

But the potential intrusionfrom
paddlersisessentially negligible
since Mud Run does not have
adequateflow to paddlemost d the
time. No onecan arguethat we, as
boaters, need to respect therights
d landownersand to disturb them
aslittleaspossible. But, for thefu-
tured the sport, we need to band
together when these accessissues
ariseand assert our right to paddle
these streams. |



Slalom , Durable
Wildwater Handcrafted
Sea Touring Well Balanced
Squirt Paddles , High Performance
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Left: Fred Lally
heads down the
second part of the
doubledrop On the
Mud Run
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Silvermine Rd Baox 5, Bryson City. NC 28713 (704) 488-9542

EUROPEAN KAYAK
TOUR 1993

Specidly for the American whitewater
enthusiasts, Kano Ski Europe is organizing a
kayak adventure in which we will kayak on the
most famous whitewater rivers of Europe. This
trip will take two weeks, during which we will
visit the following countries:

France,
[Laly,
switieriand
Slovenia and
Austria

Discover Europe. Send or fax your information to the address below and we will send you,
without obligation, all the details about this fascinating trip.

NBIME. ottt eb e r s br b b st ss bbbt ssa s

Kano Ski Europe
Hoofdstraat 202 Address:
6024 AB Budel
The Netherlands City: State:
Tel: 00-31.2521.113690r Zip:

00-31.4950.18497
Fax 00-31.4950.18462 Tel: Fax
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CHANGES IN ATTITUDES

by Charlie Walbridge doublefigures. Eastern Duringthe early and mid
commercid rafting hasa i 70'sthe Southeast wasone
It'snot easy toexplain similar record. Therewasa But the_bl ggea o my favoriteplacesto
theincreasein whitewater singlefatality on the New Change inthe paddle. | spent many New
fatalitiesweveseenduring | Riverin1971and no more Y earsand Washington's
thepast decade. When| be- | until adoubledrowningon paﬂ tento Birthday weekends chasing
ganpaddlingin1968deaths | theBlack Riverin 1985. We fifte h water down steep creeksin
damongI experi ﬁncedd p]:’:\gr—h nov\r/1 usualy hear of severa en years as the TennesseePlateau and
erswereunheard-of. The | eachyear. y Smokey Mountains. Run-
first privateboater fatality | Theincreasingnumber todowrt h the ninga?/about 100feet per
wrote (or heard) about was | of paddlerscan accountfor casual appr oach mile, they defined the cut-
afoot entrapmentat ada some, but not al, of thi in- tingedged thesport. As
lom racein October, 1975. | crease. With growth has that many of US | timepassedit became
Thesecondwasadeathon | comemore river knowl- ak : harder to return. Thefierce
theGauley of awell-known | edge, better equipment, and taketoriver wintersof thelate 70swere
expert kayakerinJuly,1977. | improved paddlingsKills. 3 Q1 followed by the drought
Until the80'sonere- Theincreaseddifficulty of runmng This is yearsof tt?éearlySO’g Folks
porteddesth per year was | theriversbeing attempted eq:)e(jal |y true | used to paddle with moved
thenormm, someyearsthere | probably playssomerole; . ontoother things, and |
werenone. By the placeswhich wereoncethe of h1gh-water started skiing again.
mid-eighties | begantoex- exclusiveplayground of But thisyear, with good
pect severd fatal accidents | eliteexpertsarenowbeing | IUNS. wesather and water coincid-
each year; asweenter the visited by boatersof aver- ing perfectly, my wifeand |
90'swe're creeping into ageability. followed the road south.

1993: Our 29th year under the same ownership & management

Mokawk Carnoes

QUALITY, DURABILITY AND PERFORMANCE

MOHAWK'S NEW VIPERS ; {* '

WINNER 19292 OPEN CAMOENATIONALS
Men's Short Boat Slalom Royalex Class. =
Two high performance whitewater playboats that experts will love, but
forgiving enough for many novices to paddle Extremely dry, quick to
accelerate, superb maneuverability and beautiful styling Steep creeks,
big water, side-surfing, tight technical rvers - THESE BONISDO T ALL
NOTED PADDLERS CHOOSE VIPERSH! i
"The Viper 11 has greater control, better acceleration and gets me |
into smaller eddies than any boat I've ever paddled. "’ {
— David ""Psycho™ Simpson (Steep Creek Pioneer)

"The most agile playboat |'ve ever paddled.”’ MODEL LENGTH  BEAM DEPTH APPROX. WT.
— Jeff Richards (Winner 1992 Ocoee Rodeo) VIPER 11 11'6" 26.25 15.50 4
OUTFITTING BUILT AND VIPER 12 12'6" 27.25 15.50 49 -
DESIGNED BY FRANK HUBBARD e N - N
* Thigh Straps e Lacing Kits e Saddles « Knee Pads : . = e
— Now Available In Kit Form — L L K a3 &

Separately or Factory Installed in Mohawk Whitewater Playboats

. Hlohauwk Carnoes

¥__/- 963N, Hwy. 427, Longwood, FL 32750, (407)834-3233, Fax (407) 834-0292

In areas where we do not

"Royalex sandes direel "

Ameri(‘anWhitewaJerv VYarch/April 1993



For meit wasachanceto
runriversthat | hadn't seen
inadecade. Theboatersl
met showed just how the
sport haschanged
TheTVA’s 800 number
(800 238-2264) ,arranged
through the consderable ef-
fortsof AWA Director Joe
Greiner,givesan excellent
profileof water conditions.
Firstweranthe Doe River
Gorge, completewithabike
shuttlefeaturing asteep
climb and nasty dogs. That
much hadn't changed a bit!
Thelast timel saw the Doe,
it wasabout afoot past the
recommended upper level
Thistime, hovering at six
inchesabovezero, it was
steeper, but muchlesspushy.
Winding our way through
boulder dropsand liftingthe
nastierplaces | wasstruck,
asaways, by the beauty of
theplace, aswdl asby the

TCainbow Design Products

Wetsuits
Paddle Jackets
Lined Jackets

Economy Suits
Paddle Pants
Throw Bags

Sprayskirts
Paddlemitts
Backstraps

Booties

rocky rapidswhichgaveit
an evil reputation. Inthe
70'sour gear was
home-madeand proneto
failure. Cracked hullsand
blown-outfootbraceson
steep riverswere common.
But modem roto-molded
boats maketheseevents
rare, evenon rocky, abusive
streams, alowing rocksto
be smacked with impunity.
Thethat eveningwe
droveover thecrest of the
Smokies to Wilson's Creek
Thewater looked low, but
wewere assured by local
paddlersthat it was
boatable. | remembereda
timeyearsagowhen a
group df us, warming up for
ashot at Linville Gorge, got
thrashed and humbledon
ths river! But theseguys
lived close by and had the
river wired. They drifted ca:
sualy into “Ten Foot Fals'

Cuality
Water Sponte

Equitment

without any explanationor
fanfare, negotiatingthedrop
with hand signals. Inarapid
called"Boat Buster” (which
weusedtocal "Cen
Opener") one dof themtook
a“boof” linewhichavoided
thesharp, nasty rock en-
tirdy. We hadn't learned

th s technique back then; it
opensup alot of possibili-
ties. At" Staircase'the
group took alinewhichwe
would havenever tried in
theold days. It wasfine.
With "'the boys' showingus
theway, we proceeded to
run anumber of drops
which | had previoudly por-
taged.

Later we encountered
Lee Belknap,an AWA direc-
tor who knowsthe
Wautaugaaswell asany-
one. Withtheleve alow
-10" onasunny New Year's
day it seemed like agood

SAFETY

timeto get re-acquainted. |
remembered astressHilled
runin 74 whichfeatured
morewater and a running
argument with Jack Wright
over whether he redly
knew where"TheFalls”
were. But Leedid what I've
done many timesover the
years; he guided usby stop-
ping above the mgjor drops
and carefully explaining the
movesahead. With theex-
ception of the Fallsand one
other rapid (anagty left turn
against an undercut which
Leecleverly neutralized
with aboof move) wedid
no scoutingor carrying, and
had afast, trouble-free run.
We swung southtothe
LittleRiver of Tennesseg,
passingthrough the Las
Vegas-quality light showsat
Gatlinburgand Pigeon
Forge. Thewater, asusual,
waslow but entertaining
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HI-Fl stereo 43 Min.

IBig Sandy
HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

How to Modify a Sabre

Presents

Whitewater Dancer li

Thisvideo hasitall! Underwater
rolls, the 89 Worlds, Rodeos
Hotwave andhole surfing, Class
V wipeouts, Tunes by World
Famous Fiddle Master Pap; i
John Creech! HI-Fl stereo 55 Min.

How to Organize a Successful River/Outdoor Cleanup
Entertaining and informative. Of special interesttoclubs. Gel
nvolved. CLEAN UP A RIVER. HI-FI stereo 18 Min.

Highlights of the Grand Canyon '90
Get into The Grand Canyon.
nnertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.

See the big drops and arn

Highlights of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork and

See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes.

(303)

Box 3155
Boulder, CO 80307

444-8495

ATl you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic
playbeat in the world! With action footage and outrageous
tunes. HI-Fl stereo 49 Min.

l'o get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order
for $19.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
12 Freedom Drive, Collinsville, CT 06022, 2031693-8750

American [ ey V’ ;



SAFETY
enough. I'd heard that carried thedrop. A sixteen-year-oldJim
peoplewerenow running Many rapidsand rivers Snyder caught the same
theSnks, weld passed up don't seemashard asthey But one day eddy, looked over theedge,
this 12 waterfal in'71 be- did back then.My favorite . and followed him down.
causethe mii nchutelands | exampleisShoulder Snap- Mark KUSkle’ an The next day Jim talked me
onsolidr ock This drop, for- | per Falson Wes Virginids el intotrying it, assuring me
merly r&_eervedfor thecerti- | Tygart River,a7 high, aggr \_/e’ u p that trge h%l e, Vi aNedgfrom
fied crazies, hasbecome river-wideledge. In 1972 and-comi ng theeddy, wasclearlya
more popularsincethedis- | most lecarriedit; at washout. Now everyoneis
covery of adeep, clean the befs? dp themain chute young kayaker, runningthel edge(,eg\//m at
chuteon thefar right. Lee wasa"Killer Hole'. The ; low levelswhen "Wright's
hit thelinecleanly as | drop wasthen called missed theeddy | g\ " aechighimpas
watched with the National "Swest's Retreat” after an and dr op paj pitoning areal possibility.
Park crowd from shore. epic pinning, shoulder dido- ) It's hard to remember now
But somethingsdon't cation, and svimsuffered intotheall eged what al thefusswas about!
change. At theend of our by many-time Nationd C-1 ni,: 1 S0 our gear isbetter,and
runlurked"TheElbow",a | ChampionJohn Sweet. killer hole we're better trained. We
hard leftturn grinding Sweet'sskill waslegendary, read water better, and use
againstsomenasty-looking | and that story discouraged baCkwar dS! He easier and safer linesdeve-
undercut rocks. Y earsago almost anyone. A few ex- wasflushed out oped through the combined
I'd blundered through this pertstried alow water line experiencesdof hundreds of
messblindly at much higher | which requiresapaddier to sofast that he paddlers. First-timersare
water, chasing apair of catch atough mid-stream . kept clear of trouble,
swimming kayakers. | was | eddy abovethe"killerholer, | Tlipped and guided by boaterswho've
not at al pleased with that ferry tothefar shore, and I madethe run dozensdf
run, and vowedtoscout the | slipover ascrapy ledgeinto Svam: times. But in the 70'sour ig-
next time! Onelook,andwe | arather aggressivereversal. norance kept ussafe. We
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Don't be sticky...
Let $20 find a hole in your pocket,

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
ship fee is funneled directly into our effective
river conservation actions. Plus--every
member receives a bi-monthly subscription
to American Whitewater...the best semi-
professional whitewater magazine in the world!

Join the AWA today and receive American Whltewater at home

Yes, | want tojoin the AWA and receivea subscription to American Whitewater. |'ve enclosed my tax-deductible
contribution of $20.00($25 Canada, $300ver seas) to help conser veour whitewater resour cesand promoteriver safety.

1\-IIIII
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If you would like tomakean additional contributionto help the AWA in it's safety and conser vationefforts, please
indicatetheamount below.

AWA member ship dU€s .....ccevnenene $20.00 How would you like your Optional contribution used?
Optional contribution ... $ Conservation (includingHydroand Accessissues)
Total amouNt .......ceceeveeenrveieeee e, $ Safety.

| volunteer tohelp withconser vation, safety , events
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mmsm_REMemMber -you can contributeto the AWA conser vation program through the Combined Federal Campaign_ CFC F0R T mngn
L]
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saw danger everywhere, and
weentered every river and
rapid preparedfor trouble.

Few peoplehad runthe
tougher riversmorethan
onceor twicebefore, so
eachrunwaslike an explor-
atory. Eddy scoutingwasa
new and radical concept
then; we exchangedleads
constantly, moving from
eddy to eddy and sideto
side, probingtheriver.
Regular dalom racing taught
usalot about paddling pre-
cisaly; welearned to reed
thewater and to run no drop
blind. Mgor dropswere
scouted and treated withthe
respect; peoplefrequently
carried. Wewere pioneers
o asort, and pioneerslearn
to bevery careful.

Timeschange. May of
ther uns whichseemedon
theedge' are considered by
today's paddlersto be Class
IV, and rapidsconsidered
extremely dangerousare
now thought to be an easy
flush. Water levelsonce
thought to be"'redlly high"
arenow "great”. | ill re-
member a strong group of
paddlerswho backed away
from the Chesat River Can-
yon at 4.5 becauseit was
"too high"! When we finally
ranit at that leve yearslater
it waswith considerablere-
spect; now it'sacasual "fun
level".

The stuff being run today
stymied the best paddlersof
the 70's, North Carolindsin-
famous Green River Gorge
was"run’ by several NOC.
employeesin 74 but never
recommended becauseof
excessive portagesand copi-
ouspoisonivy. But as
yesterday's exploratory be-
comestoday'sclassic, the
mystery disappears,
andalong withit goesthe
fear of the unknown that
kept usdert.

Freewhedlingmodem
paddlers,armed with pre-
cise knowledge of rapids

and water levd s, oftenlose
someaof the respect which
characterizedour runs
Thismorecasudl attitude
canresultinaletdownin
thewrong place, permitting
thosesmall mistakesthat
lead to serioustrouble. The
rgpidsaren't any easier
thanwhat | encounteredin
the70’s, and although gear

and knowledgehasim-
proved, the consequences
o error remain. And while
we iriERE we were going
to diewhen wemessed up,
nowadaysthechancedf se-
riousinjury or deathin rap-
idsconsideredextreme or
dangerousis much higher.

IN 1992 |et's rediscover
our caution. Makesure

SAFETY

your gear isright and your
groupwell prepared. Run
each river asthough you've
never seenit before. If you
know the river wdll, fight
against the complacency
that comestodl of usdl in
familiar places. And no mat-
ter how muchfunyou're
having, never ever forget
what you are dealing with. Il
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A Video by Lars Holbek & Eric Magneson

-Royal Robbins

WILD AMERICANS

Spectacular raft and kayak descents of three
Sierra Nevada classics: the"gorgeous’ Giant
and Generation Gapsaf the North Fork and
the radical Golden Gate section of the South
Fork American River.

"Spectacular, stunning footage of premier California
Class V riversasrun by World class boaters."

"The best pure whitewater video I've ever seen."
—John Armstrong; filmmaker, Pavcartamboe-Inca R

| Watershed Films
Box 551

with proven

e performance you demand
e durability you want

e value that makes $ sense
Call or write for information & ouffitters in your area:
RD 1, Spring Mills, PA 16875

i @S well ms experts

Friendly instructors SNal classes excellent
equipment and a beautiful riverfront camp
combine 10 Frovide the perfect setung for
Farming whitewater skills Students are

carefully placed m gmdl classes according tO
| skill B8 paddling mterest and age We

guarantee vour satisfacton AK about aur
e al CTincs and group rates

L

RIVERSPORT
213 Yough Street
~ Confluence. PA /53243
i i e P (814) 395-5744
One of the top whitewater SChoolsm the
country Riversport offers a sofe yet
i challenging experence fOr first ume beginners

Bie action. wiveouts, humor
& original music.
Narrated, 54 minutes! MillS

/V ”ﬂ S[ PADDLE COMPANY

WHITEWATER
CANOE & KAYAK PADDLES

814-422-8844

Cofus, CA 95651
(916) 621-3154

WHITEWATER

EQUIPMENT CATALOG

CASCADE OUTFITTERS

P& Box 209 ® Springfield OR 97477
— . = 3 T



ADK Schenectady
P.O. Box 733
Schenectady, NY 12301

Adobe Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 3835
Albuquerque, NM 87190

AMC Berkshire Chapter
c/o Mike Zabre

34 Russell Street
Greenfield, MA 01301

AMC Connecticut Chapter

c/o Jan Larkin
151 Hamilton Drive
Manchester, CT 06040

AMC New York

c/o Trudy L. Wood
41'W. 96th St., Apt. 3C
New York, NY 10025

AMC SE. Mass.

c¢/o Mark Klim

49 Record Street
Stoughton, MA 02072

AmericaOutdoors
P.O. Box 1348
Knoxville, TN 37901

American Swan Boat
Association

c/o Glen F. Green
312 Duff Avenue
Wenonah, NJ 08090

Appalachian Paddling
Enthusiasts

d o YMCA

P.O. Box 60

Erwin, TN 37650

ArkansasValley Whitewater
Club

P.O. Box 593

Salida, CO 81201

Beartooth Paddlers
P.O. Box 20432
Billings, MT 59104

Birmingham Canoe Club
P.O. Box 951
Birmingham, AL 35201

Bluegrass Wildwater Assoc.
P.O. Box 4231
Lexington, KY 40644

Boat Busters Anonymous
2961 Hemingway Ave.

Oakdale, MN 55128

NANTAHALA OUTDOOR CENTER

OUTFITTERS
STORE CATALOG

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR

WHITEWATER PADDLING,

WE MAIL ANYTHING FROM A PAIR
OF NOSECLIPS TO A KAYAK.

FOR A FREE CATALOG CALL
(800) 3674521

FAX (704) 488,248

AT HA'Y 19 W BRYSON CTY, NC 287139114

Buck Ridge Ski Club
PO. Box 179
BalaCynwyd, PA 19004

Canoe Club of Greater
Harrisburg

c/o Mary Klaue

RD. 1, Box421
Middleburg, PA 17842

Canoe Cruisers Association
¢/o Mac Thornton

322 10th Street SE
Washington, DC 20003

Carolina Canoe Club
P.O. Box 12932
Raleigh, NC 27605

Central Georgia River
Runners

P.O. Box 6563
Macon, GA 31208

Chicago Whitewater Assoc.
/o MargeCline

1343 N. Portage

Palatine, IL 60067

Chota Canoe Club
P.O. Box 8270
University Station
Knoxville, TN 37916

Club Adventure

c/o Adventure Quest
P.O. Box 184
Woodstock, VT 05091

Colorado Rocky Mtn. School
c/o Bob Campbell

1493 Rd. 106

Carbondale, CO 81623

Colorado Whitewater
Association

P.O. Box 4315

Englewood, CO 80155-4315

E. Tennessee Whitewater
Club

P.O. Box 5774

Oak Ridge, TN 37831-5774

Foothills Canoe Club
P.O. Box 6331
Greenville, SC 29606

Garden State Canoe Club
¢/o Tony Baroni

RR 2, Box 8704-C
Milford, PA 18337

GeorgiaCanoeing Assoc.
P.O. Box 7023
Atlanta, GA 30357

GL.OP.
¢/o James Tibensky

Amaroin kil '“u;q,'rvw.:r. Rdnril  JO32%5

P.O. Box 2576
Chicago, IL 60690

Greater Baltimore Canoe Club
P.O. Box 591
Ellicott City, MD 21041-1841

Guadalupe River Paddlers
c/o Betty Walls

1781 Spyglass Drive, #153
Austin, TX 78746-7914

HeadwatersPaddling Assoc.
Box 1392
Bozeman, MT 59715

Hoosier Canoe Club
c/o DaveEllis

4770 N. Kessler Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN 46208

Housatonic Area Canoe &
Kayak Squad

104 Kent Rd.

Comwall Bridge, CT 06754

Idaho State Outdoor Pgm.
c/o Ron Watters

Box 8118, ISU

Pocatello, ID 83209

Kansas City Whitewater Club
c/o G. Rebecca Stark

5600 Kenwood Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64110

Kayak & Canoe Club of
Boston

c/o Peter Cogan

Box 123

Putney, VT 05346

Kayakingl-1V

¢/o Schumacher

471 Hagemann Dr.
Livermore, CA 94550

KCCNY
c/o Pierre De Rham
P.O. Box 195

+-Garrison, NY 10524

K eelhaulers Canoe Club
c/o Jane Allinson

375 Erieview

Sheffield Lake, 01144054

Lansing Oar & Paddle Club
t/o Jay Hanks

PO. Box 26254

Lansing, M| 48909

Leaping Lounge Lizards
/o Rick Norman

3437 E. Green St.
Pasadena, CA 91107



Ledyard Canoe Club Meramec River CanoeClub | MinnesotaCanoe Assoc,

Box 9 c/o Earl Biffle P.O. Box 13567

Hanover, NH 03755 26 L ake Road Minneapolis, MN 55414
Fenton, MO 63026

Lehigh Valley Canoe Club
P.O. Box 4353
Bethlehem, PA 18018-0353

Lower Columbia Canoe Club
1714 SE 52nd Avenue
Portland, OR 97215

Merrimack Valley Paddlers
d o0 George May

157 Naticook Road
Merrimack, NH 03054

St. Louis, MO 63112

Mohawk Canoe Club
15 Andrea Lane
Trenton, NJ 08619

Metropolitan Canoe & Kayak
P.O. Box 021868
Brooklyn, NY 11202-0040 '

The Finest Kayaks Around the World

l Wildwazser Sparl UEA inc. P. Q Box 4617, Boulder, €0 80306
fmerrionn Hiaim l'-!-""v.'l."'l."'.“."_"‘ prii—139%

The Prijon line of kayaks are blowmolded
from HTP —thelinest High Molecular Weight
Polyethylene. Its stiffness and durability to-
gether with our true Keyhole cockpits and
collision plate footbraces set a
standard lor safety

and i
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Frediciable and responsive,

{ae T-Lamypn—afiass- optimum

safely ang pETImInce Tar everyone

fam gleep crepk Doalass ks beginners.
iy prtd Ay ESvETture.
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Invader

ThE HOT playses laf the new
decade i available in gisker light
of Exttéme conliguralions. Weelatched
lor susling, yel very comlaetableon the
idgs Somniylhe toid plagbagdchereis.

Topoline-Duo

The worlds Rirst whilewater K2
giiyhoal Il Lot Bnd ialls ke asingle.
Gread for expert iEsms, Couples aad guiding
nowices. You can fall in love with a Topo-Duo.

#e=mformation on these boats and the rest
2 ihe Prijon line, call or write: (303) 444-2336

Missouri Whitewater Assoc.
c/o Dale Brown, President
5576 Pershing Avenue, #11

AFFILIATES

T National Park Service
Upper Delaware S&RR
P.O. Box C
Narrowsburg, NY 12764

NORS

c/o Mary McCurdy

Box 6847

Colorado Springs, CO 80904

Northwest Passage
771130 Greenleaf Ave.
Wilmette, IL 60091

NovaRiverunners
P.O. Box 1129
Chickaloon, AK 99674

Ontario Voyageurs Kayak
Club

P.O. Box 41

Adelaide Post Office
Toronto, Ontario M5C 2H8
Canada

Outdoor Adventure Program
Bldg. 2807
Mt. Home AFB, ID 83648-5000
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Anerican

wemklm g e el

Aluminum rowing frames camp |
kitchens, dry boxes and tables

Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and
FishRite aluminum boats & sleds

(503) 7735582
1385 Justice Road
Central Point, OR 97502

Call or Write for our

Free River Equipment Catalog

=}

Kayak Chile

Kayak trips for experts only, with no rafts to wait
for. Run the Bio-Bio while the proposed dams
remain unbuilt. Then go on to the legendary water-
falls of the Fuy and the giant, clear waves of the
Futaleufu. Run more whitewater and see more of
Chile than you can any other way. Call now to
reserve your choice of kayak model and departure
date, and to receive further information and a list
of all past participants, (who have come from nine
different countries,) so you can confer with some
of them. Sport Interndtional, 314 N. 20th St.,
Suite 300, Colorado Springs, CO 80904 USA.
719-520-1784. 800-779-1784. FAX 719-630-1892.




AFFILIATES

Outdoor Centre of New
England

10 Pleasant St.

MillersFd | s, MA 01349
Ozark Wilderness Waterways
P.O. Box 16032

Kansas City, MO 64112

Perception Kayak Club
c/o PerceptionInc.
1110 Powdersville Rd.
Easley, SC 29640

Philadel phia Canoe Club
4900 RidgeAve.
Philadelphia, PA 19128

Pikes Peak Whitewater Club
c/o Sarah Dentoni

610 North Cascade #6
Colorado Springs, CO
80903-3229

Rhodelsland Canoe
Association

c/o Dave Hevner

254 Bailey Woods Road
Brooklyn, CT 06234

River Rendezvous
P.O. Box 888
Teluride, CO 81435

River Touring Section
SierraClub - Angeles Chapter
c/o Dave Ewoldt

9624 Saluda Avenue

Tijunga, CA 91042

Roanoke County Parks & Rec.

c/o Bill Sgrinia
1206 Kessler Mill Road
Sadem, VA 24153

Sequoia Paddling Club
P.O. Box 1164
Windsor, CA 95492

SierraClub Loma Prieta
c/o DaveKim

3309 Oxford Lane

San Jose, CA 95117

SierraClub RTS

e/6 LynneVan Ness
159 Southwind Drive
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

SierraNevada WW Club
c/o Charlie Albright
7500 Gladstone Drive
Reno, NV 89506

TexasWhitewater Assoc.
P.O. Drawer 5429
Austin, TX 78763

Three RiversPaddling Club
/6 Barry Adams

9111 Smokey Wood Drive

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

Toledo River Gang
2/o MikeSidell

i26 Louisiana Avenue
Perrysburg, OH 43551

Triad River Runners
P.O. Box 24094
Winston-Salem, NC
27114404

J. of Maineat Machias
Library

3 O’'Brien Ave.
Machias, ME 04654

University of Tennessee
Canoe & Hiking Club
2106 Andy Holt Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37996-2900

Vadez AlpineClub
&/o Andrew Embick
P.O. Box 1889
Vddez, AK 99686

Viking Canoe Club
P.O. Box 32263
Louisville, KY 40232

Waterline

c/oIrv Tolles

36 Bay Street

Manchester, NH 03104-3003

West VirginiaWildwater
Assoc.

P.O. Box 8413

S. Charleston, WV 25303

Western Carolina Paddlers
¢/o ChrisNewcomb

Route 1, Box 522

Candler, NC 28715

Wildcat Canoe Club
c/o Michagl Ranstead
3425E. 106th St.
Carmel, N 46032

Willamette Kayak & Canoe
Club

P.O. Box 1062

Corvallis, OR 97339

President: Risa Shimoda
Callaway
Vice President: Mac Thornion
Secretary: Anita Adams

|_Treasurer: Jim Scott

Phyllis B. Horowitz, Executive
Director

PO. Box 85

Phoenicia,NY 12464

'914) 688-5569

Rich Bowers, Conservation
Program Director
1609 Northcrest Drive

—Silver Spring, MD 20904

KeithMorgan, Database
Manager

2601 Tanglewood Drive
Durham, NC 27705

AWA REGIONAL
COORDINATORS
Chase Ambler

Route4, Box 74
Banner Elk, NC 28604

Doug Ammons
415 Keith Avenue
Missoula, MT 59801

Roger Belson
Box 526
Henniker, NH 03242

David Brown
5423 Marilyn Drive
Knoxville, TN 37914

Ken Burst
5373 Riverbend Trail
Birmingham, AL 35244

Brent Cochran
P.O. Box 14838
Boone, NC 28607

Steve Demetriou
14 Carignan Avenue
South Portland. ME 04106

John Frachella
103 Texas Avenue
Bangor, ME 04401

Jim Greenleaf
2616242nd Avenue SE
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Joe Greiner
404 Stacy Street
Raleigh, NC 27607

Jerry Hargrave
47 Thorpe Crescent
Rochester, NY 14616

Matt Lutz
90325th Avenue South
Seattle, WA 98144

E.J. McCarthy

RR 380-A

West Cornwall, CT
06796

LauraParker
1061-A Aylesford Place
Columbia, SC 29216

John Porterfield
RR 2, Box 669
Orrington, ME 04474

Doug Ragan
P.O. Box 924
BuenaVista, CO 81211

Bob Robey
3805 Mackland NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110

James Stapleton
P.O. Box 488
Elkhorn City, KY 41522

Ron Stewart
P.O. Box 1337
Chattanooga, TN 37401

Barry Tuscano
RD 1, Box 32
Bolivar, PA 15923
Carol Volk

4930 Geiger Road

Port Orchard, WA 98366

Charles Ware
3003 Stonewall Avenue
Richmond, VA 23225

Andy Warshaw
P.O. Box 941755
Atlanta, GA 30341
Mark White

2034 East Hubbard Avenue
Salt Lake City, UT 84108

Wendy Wilson
P.O. Box 633
Boise, ID 83701



hose o uswho

volunteer our

timetothe AWA
are understandablyproud
d it. The document repre-
sentsacoherent, carefully
considered review d the
diverseriver access prob-
lems plaguing recreational
boatersacrossthecoun-
try. It dsoofferspractical
suggestionsand guide-
lines that could provide
solutions. Althoughin
many respectsit ispoliti-
cdly sengtive,itisnot in-
flammatory. It should
servetofocustheatten-
tiond thewhitewater
community on accessis
sues. And hopefully, as
an officd policy state-
ment of the American
Whitewater Affiliation, it
wiill provideammunition
to the hundredsof
whitewater activistswork-
ing to develop and main-
tan accessto riversand
streamsadl acrossthe
country.

Reviewingthefindy

polished product, it is
hardto believethat it was
prepared so quickly. The
decisonto producethe
document was made at
the AWA Board meeting
at the 92 Gauley Festival.
Incredibly, the committee
charged with the respon-
~shilityd draftiithe

v

It's long, it's complicated
and it doesn’t make for easy reading. It
certainly isn't our usual fare.

But it is important. Very important.

In fact, it is probably the most important
document the AWA has produced since the
publication of the first whitewater safety code.
I'm talking about the

Public Access to Rivers and
Streams for Recreational
Boating,

published in its entirety in this issue.

document completed
their work inlessthan
four months. Thisreflects
upon the seriousnessand
urgency d the access
situation,aswell asonthe
commitment and dedica
tion d thevolunteerswho
created and perfectedthe
fina draft.

A trio o well-known
and respected river con-
servationistsserved asthe
nucleusfor the committee
that created the docu-
ment: Pope Barrow, Ric
Alesch and Rich Bowers.
Otherswho contributed
ggnificantlyto theproject
were Bob Glanville, Pete
Skinner, Tom Christopher
and Lee Belknap. Their
contributionintermsd
time, energy and exper-
tise wasenormous, and
they deservethegratitude
d every whitewater
boater in the United
States. Next time you see
oned themonthe
river...shakehishand.

Nowtakeyourt i e
andreadit carefully. You
might evenwant to
tear it out and saveit.
Someday soon you may
find yoursdlf in themiddle
d awhitewater access
battle. If so, we hopethis
officia policy statement
by the AWA will comein
handy asyou fight the
good fight.

"Tygart River, Valley
falls: Rangersdeny
access citing safety
concerns'




PUBLIC ACCESS TO RIVERS AND STREAMS FOR
REGREATIONAL BOATING

Prepared by the
American
Whitewater
Affiliation
January 14,
1993

Pubilic Acoess fo Bivers and Sheams for Rocreational Booers

| ntroduction

River accesshasbeena
controversialissueat least
since Romantimes. The
I nstitutesof Justinian, an-
cient English judicia opin-
ions, the Northwest Ordi-
nance, the obscure" equa
footing” doctrine, and
theoriesenunciated by
the SupremeCourt in
1870inthecased The
Danid Bdl ill influence
thelaw in thiscountry.

In recent times, river
use and the controversies
surrounding river use,
have been changing. No
longer are fishing nghts,
the nght to dig for clams
in the streambed, the
nght to build docks, or the
nght to float logs down-
stream, the solefocusd
conflict and controversy.
Recreational use and en-
joyment of riversfor float-
Ing, sport fishing,
kayakmg, and canoeing
have become popular pas-
timesfor many people
and have spawned their
own unique brandsd
controversy.

Inthe context d
whitewater sports, ad-
vancesin equipment,
technique, and skillshave
been arriving at an expo-
nential rate. Boatersare
now organizing regular
competitionson river seg-
mentswhich 10 yearsago
wereviewed as cascades
d amostimpossible diffi-
alty — Gore Canyon on

the Colorado, Great Fals
on the Potomac, and the
North Fork of the Payette
in Idaho.

Meanwhile riversare
becoming more popul ated
and river sidelandsmore
developed. Thereare
moredamsand diver-
sions, moretimber and
mining operations, and
more homes being built
adongriver banksas
ranchesandfarmsare
caved upin thenation's
seemingly inexorabledide
towards urbanization and
suburbanization. With
morerecreationistson the
river,and more projects
for power generation, irri-
gation, flood control,and
drinking water supply,
and more peopleusing
streamside landsfor ev-
erything and anything, the
possibilitiesdf conflict
continuetogrow. To
meke mattersworse, the
litigious inclinationsd the
American public show no
Sgnsd abating.

Confuson over the
rights and obhgationsd
boatersversusthe nghts
and obligations of land-
ownersand other river us-
ersismatched by the un-
certainly about the proper
roled government river
managmg agencies. How
responsibleshould those
agenciesbefor the safety
d thosewho undertake
risk-taking recreational
activitieson publiclands?
What rulesare needed to
protect riversand riverine

areasfrom environmental
damage ? What agency
policiesarebest toinsure
fairnessbetween compet-
INg river user groups?
Who should pay for facili-
tiesand services provided
to make river accesspos-
sble? What if thosefacili-
tiesareused by sightseers
and hikersaswéll asriver
runners ? What obliga-
tionsdo water project de-
velopershave to makeup
forthedestructiond rec-
reational opportunities
when damsare built or li-
censed by the govern-
ment ?

Thereare difficult pub-
lic policy issueswhich af-
fect the opportunities o
whitewater boatersto
pursuetheir sport.

The American
Whitewater Affiliationhas
prepared thispaper to
clarify our own policies
about theseissuesand to
givegovernment agencies,
other river user groups,
and thegeneral publica
better idea of what
whitewater recreationists
(at least thoseinthe
American Whitewater Af-
filiation) think.

We hopethat placing
these policieson thetable
for public debate will con-
tributeto aresolutiond
conflicts,ultimately lead-
ing to a better and more
enjoyablerelationship
among river users and
river managers- andtoa
better relationshipwith
rivers by dl concerned.




General Policy Statement

The American Whitewater Affiligtion
seeksto assurerights o public accessto
riversand streamsfor recreational use by
human-powered water craft.

Policieson Critica
Access | ssues,

GOVERNMENTAL
LIMITSON R VER
ACCESS

1. Feesfor Accessto Rivers.

2. Limitsto Control Carrying
Capadity and Allocate Use Amang
Different Groups

3. Limitson Accessfor Safety or to
Avoid Liability

4. Accessto Whitewater Affected by
Water Projects.

5. Banson River Accessfor
Environmental Protection.

PRIVATE LIMITS ON
R VERACCESS

6. Access Pointson Private Land.
7. TheRight to Boat on Streams
Through Private Lands.

Pubiic Acoess bo Rivers and Stean

15 for Receational Boolers

1. Fees for Access

{o Rivers.
AWA Policy:

No feesshould be imposed on kayakers, canoeists, or
raftersmerely to travel onariver or stream.

Feesimposed on boatersfor theuse d publiclands*
(including use to gain accessto ariver) should beiden-
ticd to thefeespaid by dl other usersd the public
land areaunlessthese fees offset costsd special river
accessfacilitiesand servicesneeded by boatersto ob-
tain safe accessto theriver. Any such special access
feesshould be adopted only after noticeto, and input
from, the boating public.

Annua permitsfor public land entry should be avail-
ableon-sitein addition to single vist entry fees.

*Note: Thisstatement appliesonly tofeesfor access
through publiclands. Accessthrough private landsis
covered initem#6. Accessat water projectsiscovered
by item#4.

Explanation:

Federal, State, and local feeson river travel by smal
self-guided human-powered boats are unnecessary and
unjustified by any public palicy. State and local feeson
travel by water on riversnavigable under Federal law
may even be unconstitutional as an unreasonable bur-
den on commerce, aviolationd the Federal naviga:
tional servitude (Montana v. United States, 450 U.S
544 (1981)), aviolaiond theright to travel protected
by the privilegesand immunitiesclause (Edwardsv.
California, 314 U.S 160 (1941)), or acombination d
two or mored these three theories.

Even on streams which have the physical capacity to |
float smdl craft but which are not navigableasamatter |
d Federa law, State and local government feesand '
other restrictionson the public recreational travel on
the stream may beinvalid under State law. (Hitchmgs
v. Dd Rio Woods Recreationand Parks District, 55 Cdl.
App.3d 560, 127 Cd. Rptr. 830 (1st Digt. 1976).

Theused publiclands, including river access
points, may be subject to the payment of general en-
trance or user fees, but it isdiscriminatory to impose
fees on boatersusing publiclandsif |esser fees, or no
fees, are charged to other usersd thoselands. Both
groupsbenefit from the same or smilar facilitiesand
servicesand have smilar impactson the area'snatural
resources.

If special facilitiesor servicesare needed for boater
accessor for some other legitimate purpose uniquely
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"Lower Youghiogheny, Ohiopyle
Falls:Breaking the Law'

_J relatedto recreational boating use,
specia fees on boatersmay be rea-
sonable. Safeparking needed exclu-
svey for boatersat aheavily used
river may, for example, be such asitu-
ation. Boatersdo not object tofees
offsetting the costsd minima facili-
tiesand servicesneeded and used
only by them. However, these situa-
tionsarerare.

Onriverswherespecia feesare
imposed for boater access, self-guided

Stecms o Recreasional Bogiars

boaters,and the locd and national
groupswhich represent them, should
. beincludedin the planning and implementationd the
' fees. Public comment should be solicited and these
user groupsshould be specificallynotified. The reasons
for thefeeand the costs of any facilitiesfunded by the
feeshouldbefully articulated to the affected public be-
forethefeeisadopted.

~ Self-guided boaterstypicaly need and desireonly
themost minimdl river accessfacilities. Extensiveor
elaboratefacilitiesfor river access (especidly thosein
the sengitive riparian zone) are not justified and should
not be constructed for the benefit of,and at the ex-
penseof,auser group which doesnot need or desire
them.

Unnecessary accessservicesare a so objectionable,
~especidlyif funded by fees. Reservations,for example,
together with reservationfees, would be acceptable
only if dl o thefollowing conditionsare met:

(D) Theriverisso heavily used that reservations
are necessary to provide boaterswho drivelong dis
tanceswith areasonableassuranced finding dots
avalable.

(2 A reasonableportiond thetotal self-guided
river useisnot subject to prior reservation so that slots
remain availablefor "standby" users without payment
of reservationfees. (This isnecessary to provideabal-

| ance betweenfrequent or local usersand moredistant
"planned users.)

(3) Al unused reservationdotsare available to
standby users on afirst come-first served basiswithout
payment o reservationfees.

Annua permitsare morecost effectivefor the regu-

latory authority,|essburdensomefor the boater, and
Jdo not discriminateagainst locad usersasmuch asdo
single vidt accessfees. Single vist feesare more appro-
oriate for occasiona infrequentvisitors. Both single
7sit permitsand annual permitsshould be readily avail-
fe i adleonsiteat convenient times; annual permitsshould

1 also beavalebleby mal

Case Studies

Lowe Youghiogheny

In 1992, on the Lower Youghiogheny River, where
the accessiscontrolled at OhiopyleState Park in Penn-
gylvania, the Bureau o State Parksand Department of
Environmental Resourcesbeganimposinga$2.50"res-
ervationfee" on private boatersas a condition of their
accessto theriver. Thisfeeisinadditiontoa $1.25
mandatory shuttlefee.

Thisfeeisessentially an accessfee, despitethe
name"reservation” fee. Boatersmust pay regardliessof
whether they call ahead to reservealauncht i eor
smply show up to paddiethe river on a" stand-by" ba-
Ss. Boatersmust pay for reservationseven during low
use periods. Locd boaterswho want only to paddle a
mile df river asamorning workout must pay the same
fee as peopleboating the entire river on aweekend
trip. Nofeesareimposed on other park users who use
the samefacilities(changing rooms, restrooms, trails,
parking) asdo the boaters.

The Lower Yough feesembody almost every objec-
tionablecharacteristicof the wrong kind o river access
fees. They arelabelled asareservationfee but are actu-
dly an accessfee. They clearly discriminate against |
paddlers. Thefees do not benefit boaters, or river-re-
lated resources, or pay forfacilitiesor servicesprovided
to boaters. Thefeeswereimplementedwithout wam-
ing to, or consultation with, national and local boating
organizationswhose members bear thefull brunt d the
fees.The feesdiscriminateagainst locd boaterssince
no annual permit isavailableand feesare collected
even during some off peak time periods.

Gennesse River

Onthe Genessee River in LetchworthState Park,
New York,a4.5mile classII-IIT T un, boatersarere-
quiredto pay a$5.00 permit feeto accesstheriver
(more than $1 per mile!). In additionto thisfee, boat-
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_ersmust dsosgnavariety o waiver forms, depend| ng
onriver levels and at an arbitrary “high level" the river

isclosed to boating. Boatersmust also certify their skill

level at eachincreasedriver level. Until boaterspro-

' tested, they were even required to submit a permit ap-

_pllcatlonSdaysm advanced their trip!

Thispermit/fee issubjecttodl d the sameproblems
asthe permit/fees at the Lower Y ough, combined with a
“level o excessive regulatory red tape unmatched any-
—whereelse. Management paliciesat the Gorge dso vio-
latethepolicy explainedinitem#3 below (relating to
regul ationsfor boater safety).The L etchworth Gorgeis
—the classic example d regulatory overkill, funded by an
exorbitant and unnecessary fee.

~ Grest Falls, Potomac River
At Great Fdls Nationd Park in Virginia, and at other
- Nationa Parksand State Parks, adaly entrancefeeis
collected by the National Park Serviceat the gatefrom
~dl park visitors, includmgthose entering merely to gain
—accessto theriver. Anannual park entry permitisaso
avalableon siteor by mail for $10. Thesefeesarethe
samefor river usersasfor picnickersand other users.
_I'he daily feesare not collectedon low use dayswhen
fee collectionswould not generate enough revenueto
judtify fee collection costs. AWA doesnot object to
these park entry permitsandfeesat Great Falls Na
tlonal Park, except that AWA believesthat feerev-
enues should be dedicatedto management, mainte-
“nance, and protection d park landsand not be used as
general revenues.
Nofeeischarged by the State d Marylandin
" connectionwiththe lifetime registration required for

" boatersto runthefdls. (Seeitem#3 below.)

2. Govemmental Limits to Control Canying Capacity and
Allocate Use Among Different User Groups

AWA Pali cy- sis,and if proved workable, adopted on awider basis.
However, new alocationschemeswhich undermine
Mandatory limits on recreational river useshouldnot  thefinancia viabilityd commercial operationsare not
be adopted unlessa clear need isdemonstrated after considered workable.

lessrestrictivevoluntary alternativeshave been at- On regulated rivers, river management quotasfor
tempted. o _ separate groupscan becomeincreasingly unfair over
Rationing d limited accessshould befair. When timeunlessthey are periodicaly updated to adjust to

separate quotasfor commercial and self-guided groups  changesin demand levels among the different user
are adopted by river managment agencies, they should  groups.

provideboth user groupswth similar opportunitiesto All segmentsd the boating public should be repre-

gan accesstotheriver. sented fairly on any advisory committeesappointed to
To reducedisparitiesin river accessopportunities, addressriver managementissues. |n making manage-

new methodsd allocatinguse between commercia ment decisions,includmg decisionsto control river

Top:" Gennessee: Feesand red tape’ Bottom: " Potomac River, Great Falls: Accessfor boatersnegotiated by AWA members' ]

and self-guided groupsshould betried onalimitedba __ traffic, river managing agenciesshould solicit and re-

T
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spond to public commentsand justifytheir decisionsin
writing.

Rulesthat totally ban any recreational user group
fromariver segment at al timesin favor o other recre-
ationdl users should never be adopted.

On some extremely crowded riverswith commercia
use limitsand no noncommercia uselimits, the com-
mercia use limit should not be set at such ahigh leve
asto create safety hazardsdueto congestion. These
hazards become adefacto limitation on accesshy sdf-
guided boaters.

| Explanation:

Two basic principlesshould guide river accessregu-
| lationsadopted to control carrymg capacity: (1) Avaid
unnecessary regulation o access,and (2) recognizing
| that riversare publicresources, regulationsshould be
| fairto varioussegmentsof the public.
|

Unnecessary regulation of access:

A mgor benefit d river recreationisto dlow indi-
viduasto escapefrom their regulated, structured ev-
eryday livesand enjoy thefreedom d the outdoors.
Excessiveregulation underminesths benefit. Informa-
tion and education may be morethan sufficient, and
will dwaysbe more cost effectiveand lesscontroversid
than complex and detaiied regul atory controls. For ex-
ample, telephonehot linesor smilar means o providing
boaterswith informationabout crowded conditions,
voluntary reservation systems,and other indirect con-
trols (such asthose used in wildernessareas) may be
effectivein reducing pesk useto acceptablelevels. For
these reasons, river managersshould awaysuseless
I burdensome management aternatives beforeresorting
touselimits.

Asuseincreaseson popular whitewater streams, it
becomesincreasingly difficult to protect the resource
and toinsurethat the experience d the recreational
publicisnot degraded by overcrowded conditions. This
Isespecidlytrue d riversmanagedto protect wilder-
nessvalues. When demandfor river use exceedsthe
carrymg capacity (supply), somethinghastogive. This
| normaly meansthat river use must be rationed in some
manner.

Fairness
Riversare public resources. Therefore, if river useis
to belimited and rationed among potential users, the
]Ea_tiloning schemeshould dlocate availableriver use
| farly.
Traditional approachesto limiting river use oftenin-
| volvedesignatingcommercia and salf-guided boaters
asseparategroupsand establishing a separate quotafor
“1 each based on existinguse patternsat thetimethe

Public Access o Rivers ond Stooms o Feczeational Booiers

quotas areinitialy established. A "split" dlocation sys-
temwasfirst adopted on the Grand Canyon and later
followed on other riversdueto a" misunderstanding of
the management decision adopted on the Grand Car-
yon. (S Bates, Recreationuse Limitsand use Alloca:
tiononthe Lower DeschutesRiver, 1992).

AWA doesnot endorse or opposesplit alocationsys-
temsin principle Nor arethese systemsare advocated |
or opposed by commercia boatinginterests. They area |
management technique adopted by government agen-
ciesfor convienced administration. However, mem- |
bersd each user group oftenview split allocationsys-
tems, asthey are now implemented, asunfair to each
group for different reasons.

Solit allocation systemsessentialy create two
queuesof peoplewaiting for accessto apublic natural
resource. Fairness dictatesthat membersd the public
in both queues should be entitled to aroughly equiva
lent opportunity to gain accessto theriver. Neither

ueue,in other words, should be radicaly longer than
theother.

Split alocation systemsbecomeunfair when no ad-
justmentsare made over time. Thisisbecausetherela-
tive balance between commercia demand and demand
for self-guidedtrips may dramatically change over time.
Thefailureto adjust split allocation quotasto changing
demand levelscan create largeimbalances between
river accessopportunitiesavailableto the different
groups. Thechangecan favor commercia usersor self-
guided boaters. It isatwo-edged sword.

For example under a hypothetical split allocation
system which sets both commercial and self-guided use
quotasat 50% based on an existing50-50 use pattern,
if demand for self-guided tripsincreasesmore rapidly
than commercia demand, it will become increasingly
difficult for self-guided boatersto obtain ariver permit
thanfor commercia boaters. On the other hand, if |
commercial demand risesfaster than demandfor sdif-
guidedtrips, the system will eventualy provide dispro-
portionateaccessopportunitiesfor self-guided boaters.

If commercid and self-guidedboatersare to be sub-
jecttorationing of river usewith separate quotas, river
managersshould devise methodsto adjust the quotas
to keep supply and demand for bothtypesd tripsin
reasonable balance over time. However, these methods
will be acceptableonly if they dlow commercid rafting
industriesto operate successful and stable businessop-
erations.

Split dlocation systemsoften have other problems.
For example, they sometimes count the number d
boatsrather than people. Thiskind of splitshouldbe |
avoided becauseit hasabuilt-in biasagainst small
boats, like kayaks and canoes. In addition, split alocar
tion systemsshould providefor theredlocation o un-
used dotsso that those sl otsare not wasted. Many self-
guided trips cannot use thefull trip allocation (Some-

-
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times ashigh as 24 persons). The unused dotsshould
be reall ocated, not forfeited.

In somesituations,even unregul ated userscan be
unfairly excluded by the quotas set for regulated use.
For example, if commercia uselimitsare set so high as
to occupy the entire phycia carryingcapacity o the
river, self-guided trips are effectively denied accessto
the river. This has recently begun to occur onafew
popular riverswith exceptionally high levelsdf com-
mercial use. If government agenciestake onthere-
sponsibility o regulating commercid use (or both com-
mercial and noncommercial use) ontheserivers, they
should ensure that
commercid uselevels

Baxter in Western Wildlands, Vd. 16, p.38 (1991)).
This approach should be moreextensively used in river
managemen.

Grand Canyon
Thefirst split alocation system was established at
the Grand Canyond the Colorado River. Thesplit d-
lotment formul aall ocates 68% of the use to commercial
tripsand 32%to self-guided boaters. The dlocation
system hasnot been adequately adjusted sinceitsini-
tial establishment many yearsago, despite acontinualy
changing pattern d noncommercial versuscommercia
boater demand. At the

traffic congestion will be limitedto levelswhich do not
| effectively excludeself-guided boater use.

|
[ CaeStudies

Smith River

Althoughfrequently used in land management con-
texts, even for wildernessareas, voluntary systemsto
manage vigitor traffic are seldom seen in river manage-
ment. However, on the Smith River in Montana, boaters
can cdl avoluntary reservation system to announcein-
tended launch date and szeof their party. The person
administering the voluntary reservationsystem passes
ths informationon to later callerswho can then adjust

. theirlaunch dateto avoid crowding. (For amorede-
=+ taileddescriptiond thesystem, seethe articleby G,

present time, self-

arenotsetsoh i asto uided boaters pay $25
create safety hazards, ?o getona 10yggry
Itisunfair to require waiting list to obtaina
self-guided boatersto launch date. Cornmer-
searchfor low-usetime cial accessmay be ob-
periodsor togoto tained with amuch
other riversbecause shorter wait (some-
commercial use occu- timesonly afew
piestheriver'sfull months or weeks) for
physica carrying ca those willing to pay at
pacity. Riversare pub- least $1,000for their
lic resourceswhich trip.
should befairly shared Althoughsdlf-guided
among dl membersd boatersconsider this |
thepublic. systemto beunfair, it
Onriverswith ex- has been upheld by the
tremely heavy cormer- courts aswithin the
cial treffic, aregulatory ranged agency man-
approachwhichwould agement discretion.
gnegsanc(:;e Is?‘beg gnc: 2‘3 r- (Wilderness Public
esswould beto pro- « Rights Fund v Kleppe,
\(/g?il gggghﬂvn‘g'gqn?"’g “Middle Fork of the Salmon: Annual 608F.2d 1250 (9th Cir.
cluding aporti oﬁ o lottery deter mines access 1979))
“prime” river time) dur-
ing which commercia

Rogue River

Split allocationsystemshave aso been upheld on
the Rogue River despite protestsfrom private boaters
that the 50-50 split between self-guided and commer-
cid userswas arbitrary and violative d equal protec-
tion. (United Statesv Garren, 893 F.2d 208 (9th Cir.
1990))

Middle Fork of Salmon,and Selway Rivers

Other strictly regulated western rivers, such asthe
Middle Fork d the Sdmon and the Selway in Idaho,
aso have annual |l ottery systems. Demand for space on
theseriversfar outstripsavallablepemits. For sdlf-
guided trips demandgreatly exceeds supply even
wheresealf-guidedquotas are larger than quotasfor
guided trips. On the Sdway self-guided trips have




795%d thetotal dlocationand on the Middle Fork
sdf-guidedtripshave 56%d the total dlocation. Yet
self-guided boaterstypicaly try year after yearwithout
successto get apermitfor these rivers. For those who
can affordit, aslot on aguided trip can usaully be ob-
tained afew monthsin advance.

Thesupply and demand problemis exacerbated by
ac];ency ruleswhich providethat unlessatrip usesits
ful alocation (24 personson the Middle Fork), theun-
used dotsareforfeited. Thisresultsin large percent-
agesd unused river dots. In 1991, for example, 55% d
the self-guided slotsand 35% o the commercid dots
were unused onthe Middle Fork. Thefalluretoreallo-
catethese slotsmeansthat, on average, 12 dotsare
wasted on every self-guided trip onthe Midde Fork.

Top: "Middle Fork of the Salman:
Privateboaters permit allocation
questioned”

Middle:" Sdway River: Accesshby
lottery: oddsare onein thirty!"
Bottom: " Gauley River:
Cooperationby virtue of
Congressional mandate’

il 2

Westwater Canyon

Split alocation systemsare dso sometimesused on
day trip riverslike Westwater Canyon in ah where
rules have been changed over thelast 10 years, without
publicinput, making it increasingly difficult toget a
self-guided permit.

Gauley
On the Gauley River in West Virginia, commercia

river use levelsduring the 22 day fdl draw down have
been increasedseveral timeshy the Statelegidature
without any input from noncommercid boatersand
without any considerationd the effect onnoncommer-
cial boaters. Although noncommercia boatersare not
subject to ause limit, commercial raft trafficisnow so
high at prime periodson the Gauley asto makeit haz-
ardoustor kayakersand canoeiststo beon the river at
the sametime ascommercid raft trips. Collisonsbe-
tween rafts and kayaksare common, and atypical com- _j
mercia raft may weigh in excessd 2,000 pounds. mediately prior to thetimeat which the water isturned
=== Although kayakersand canoeistsfrequently seek out —off), thisisusually extremely inconvenient and often

s&s windowsd lower than averageuse (lateintheday im- — impossible.
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Upper Youghiogheny
A similar situation isbeginning to occur on the Upper
Youghioghey in Maryland during 2-hour releases. Only
commercial use levelsare subject to aquota, but the
quota for commercid rafting has beenincreased severa
timesby the Maryland DNR and isnow at aleve at
which- if fully utilized- no spacewould be available on
theriver for noncommercia boatersunlessthey are
willing to run rapidsin extremely close proximity to
rafts. Thesituationisespecialy dangerousin drought
periodswhenthe Upper Yough becomesvirtualy the
only whitewater river with classIV -V rapidsanywhere
in the region and both commercia and noncommercial
river runnersconvergein largenumbersonthat river.

A kansas

Brown's Canyon on the Arkansashas becomeso
crowded with commercid raftsthat noncommercial
kayakers, rafts, and canoei stsare avoiding therun. The
Arkansas River Management Plan appearsto endorse
thiseffect as"sdf-regulation”.

"TheUpper Yough: Quiet now , but
they used to shoot at boaters'

AWA Pdlicy:

Limitson river accessto protect whitewater boaters
from hazardsperceived by government agenciesto be
associated with whitewater boating are generdly unwise
and unnecessary.

Signs, warnings, and other educational effortsare
more effectivethan river access closuresin reducingthe
exposured inexperienced individuasto whitewater for
whichthey areunqualified.

An exception to the policiesstated aboveexistson
some extremely crowded riverswith commercia use
limits. On those riversthe commercial use limit should
not beset at suchah i level asto create safety hazards
dueto congestion.

Explanation:

Unregul atedwhitewater boating has been remarkably
free d fatal injuriesin comparison to other sports.
Paddlesportistoday one d the quickest growing sports
in the nation, with a33%growth from 1983-1987. May
d these participantsare engagedin whitewater pad-

Dépi teth s remarkabletrack record, whitewater

7 poating isgenerally acknowledged to be asport with
k climbing, owner ligbility reduction lawssincemost of thosespe- I

" somedegree of inherent risk, likeskiing, rod

[T -
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3. Limits on Access for Safety or to Avoid Liahility

etc. Thislevel d risk isaccepted by participantsin the
sport and theligbility for injury is assumed by those
participatingin thesport .

Under anumber d legd doctrines(sovereignimmu-
nity,assumptiond risk, etc.), whitewater boatersare
barred from Eelding thegovernment liablefor injuries
they sustain while participatingin the sport. Their
safety in whitewater- and at access points- istheir own
respongbility.

However, any government agency which assumes
theresponshility d judging the qualification d persons
participatingin sports such aswhitewater boating
could also assumelegd liability for boater injuries.

Therefore, it isunwisefor government agenciesto
assumethisresponsibility. Decisonsabout what torun
and when to runit are best made by those who will ex-
periencethe consequencesd their decisons.

Agencieswhich havenot attempted to assumethese
responsibilitieshavenot been held liablefor injuriesto
boaterson riversunder their management authority.
For example,in Harmon v United States, (532 F.2d 669
(1975)) the U.S Forest Servicewasfound not ligblefor
death d rafterson the Midde Fork  the Salmon River
in 1daho. The decisionwas based on the discretionary
function exemptiond Federal Tort ClamsAct. (Gov-
ernment ligbility casesare generally not based on land-
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dficdly exclude government agenciesfrom coverage.
For adiscussion d landowner liability lawsseeitem
#6.)

Warnings by sign or brochureand other educational
effortsmeansare the most effectivetool government
agencieshavetoreduceimprovethe safety d inexperi-
enced individua swho encounter whitewater. Police-
stylerestrictionsnormally requiremore manpower
thanisusudly available, and inexperienced govern-
ment employeesareseldom abletodi stii hbe
tween people who arecapable d handling whitewater
and thosewho arenot. Agency attemptstorestrict dl
accessto challengingwhitewater often penalize experi-
enced paddl erswithout improving safety for thegen-
eral public.

AWA remainscommitted to educationa effortsto
improvewhitewater boatii safety.

Case Studies

Cdorado State Law

Under Colorado State law, county sheriffshad the
authority to close whitewater riversto al floating use
during periodsthey deemed unsafe. In one extreme
case, the shexiff typically attempted to closedl riversin
the county during the entire spring run-off season. The
ColoradoWhitewater Association successfully lobbied
the State legidatureto adopt an exemptionfor properly
equippedwhitewater boaters.

Gresat Falls of the Potomac
Lying just 14 milesoutsided Washington, D.C,, the
Great Fdlsd the Potomac attractstensd thousandsd

..... Frvers and Shregms i Beceationagl Boaders

vigtorseach year, making thisoned the mgor natural
attractionson the east coast. The Fdls, droppingsome
65feet in just a quarter-mile, aso offer an excellent ex-
pert boating resource. Despite the degree d difficulty
and the proximity to alarge population center, no pad-
dler who has knowingly attempted Great Falshasever
been killed or serioudly injured. Onthe other hand,
many hikers,"rock hoppers", and fishermen havefdlen
(without lifejackets) intotheriver abovethe falls and
sufferedinjury or death.

The Nationd Park Serviceinitialy banned all
whitewater boatingat Great Falsand imposed fines on
violators. Signswarning thegeneral public o dangers
were nonexistent. These policiesantagoni zed
whitewater boatersbut werenot effectivein diminish-
ing the death toll from drownings.

The AWA and local whitewater groupsworked out
an agreement with the National Park Service (which
controlsboth banksd the Falls), and the Maryland De-
partment d Natural Resources (which controlsthewa
tersin theriver) allowing whitewater accessto the
Falls. This agreement was embodied in Maryland DNR
rules (effective Sept. 4, 1989) and in informa NPS
policy. In deferenceto NPSfearsd encouraginginex-
perienced park visitorsto attempt to run thefalls, pad-
dlersagreed to arestriction on running the Falls after
9:00 am. or before5:00 AV when the park islikdy to
be crowded.

In addition,under the agreement, asimpleone-in-a-
lifetime registrationmust befiled (at no cost) withthe
State d Maryland. Thisregistrationcontainsan
acknowledgement by the paddler that he or sheas-
sumestherisk d paddling aClassVI rapid, including
thefact that rescue may beimpossible. Althoughthe
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registrationformisnot available on site (which would
bedesirable), it iseasily obtained by mail from the
State or from AWA.

AWA a so strongly encouraged the NPS to post large
warning Sgnsat strategiclocationswith artistic drama
tization o the hazardsto "rock hoppers'. Eventudly,
after initia resistance, the NPS agreed to install signs
(although thetext and illustrationswere prepared
without consultation with boater groups).

The approach used at Great Falshas beengenerally
successful. However, ANVA recommendsthat on site
registration befacilitatedaswedl asregistration by mail.
AWA a0 questionsthe need to limit boater accessto
particular time periods. Thewarningsigns could also
have been improved by greater consultationwith local
expert boaters. Nevertheless,this isan example d how
intelligent and cooperativepublicland management
can be used to enhance recreational opportunities, re-
duce conflictwith user groups, and improve public
safety.

Niagara Garge
The NiagaraGorge run below NiagaraFals, New
Yark, starting at Whirlpool Rapids State Park, contains
somed themost exhilaratingwhitewater in the United
States. The controversy regarding accessto whitewater
in the Niagara Gorge has been goingonfor years. Over
theyears, boaters have been charged with disorderly
i conduct when apprehended after running the Gorge.
In 1987, AWA effortsopened the door to legd boat-
ing for onefdl season, and several runs took place. In
morethan 50 canoe and kayak descentsd the Gorge,
| not one boater hasbeen killed or serioudy injured.

Nevertheless,on November 10,1987,the New Yak
State Department d Parks, Recreationand Higtoric
Preservationamended itsregulationsto closethe
Gorgeto dl whitewater boating. Publiccommenton
the proposed regul ationsuniformly opposed closured
the Gorge to boating, and the agency acknowledged
that it lacked the expertiseto eval uatethese com-
ments.

These regulations,conceivedinfear (of liaility) and
implementedinignorance d the potential impactsd
whitewater recreation, remainin effect, resultinginthe
lossaf legd accessto oned the world'smost exciting
whitewater recreational opportunitieswith no
discemable public benefit. Smilar concernsled to im+
position d ahigh water boating prohibition by the same
agency on the Genessee River. (See the discussonun-
deritem#1;

4 Access to Whitewater

Affected by Water Projects
AWA Pdlicy:

The ownersand operatorsa water projectsshould
be required to providefree and unhindered passagefor
the noncommercial recreational boating public through
lands owned or controlled by the project owner or op-
erator. Thisincludesproviding free and unhindered
public passagearound the project from watersup-
stream d the project to watersdownstream d the
project.

Project purposes (as specifiedin legidationor in -
Federal licenses) should recognizedownstreamrecre- |
ationasalegitimate use d al Federal water projects.

The public right o accessshould be limited only to
the extent necessary to protect structures, machinery,
and other property associated with the project and to
protect the public from those structures and machinery
or for environmental reasons.”

Recreational boatersare personaly responsiblefor
their own safety on thewater and water project opera:
torsshould not be authorized to determinewhether
boatersare qudified or properly equipped. Warning
sgnsand other effortsto notify the recreational public
d dangersand hazardsin theareaare strongly encour-
aged.**

No fee should beimposed on the recreational public
for theuse of recreational facilitiesconstructed and
maintained pursuant to a FERC hydropower licensee
and dl licensesshould expresdy providethat in no case
will any fee or charge beimposed on boaterswho
merely enter or leavethe river without usingfacilities
d thelicensee (other than aroad or trail).

* Environmental accessrestrictionsat water projects
should be subject to the policiesset forthinitem #5 .

** Safety and liability issuesare dealt within item #3.

Explanation:

Riversand streamsare a public resourcemost d
which are subject to apublicright d passagefor com-
mercia or recreational purposes (See #7 below). A hy-
droel ectricpower licensegranted by the FERC autho-
rizesaprivateindividua,company, or other entity to
appropriateto their own use and profit,asegmentd a
particular river or stream. Likewise, other water '
projectsadverselyimpact the recreationa publicin or-
der to provideirrigation,flatwater recreation,flood
control ,or some other loca benefit.

Many o water projectsseverely impact or degrade
preexisting whitewater recreationa opportunities. As
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' p;rtial compen%tiontotﬁe publicfor thelossd these

recreational opportunities,these projectsshould, at a
minimurn, assurefree and unhindered public access
through project landsfor commercial and noncommer-
cid recreational canoes, kayaks, rafts, and smilar hu-
man-powered boats.

Services (such asparking, shuttles, and camping) for
the recreational publicare aso sometimespart o the
mitigation required for the construction d water
projects. No chargeshould beimposed ontherecre-
ationa publicin connectionwiththesefacilities. These
facilitiesshould be provided by the ij ect owner or
operator as compensationto the publicfor thelossd
recreational opportunitieswhich,in the absenced the
power project, would be availableto the publiconthe
freeflowing stream inits natural condition.

" Kennebec River: A fee to paddle the river"

AWA seeksto ensurethat dl water projectswith
downstreamwhitewater providefreeaccessand access-
related facilitiesand servicesto the recreational boating
public. Thismay includethe construction or roads,
trails, and/or boat rampsin some cases. However, AWA
will request that facilitiesand servicesprovided be kept
t0 aminimurn.

The accessprovided at FERC-licensed projects
should includeaccessthrough dl landsowned or con-
trolled by the project owner/operator whether those
landsare withinthe project boundary or not. Otherwise,
the project operator could defeat publicaccessby pur-
chasingthe only take-out downstreamand refusing
public access at that location.

No other restrictions(such ascetification d ahility,
specialequipment, etc.) should beimposed on noncom-
mercia boatersaccessingariver at water projects, ex-
cept for restrictionsreasonably necessary to protect the

! trip..thesdlectiond appropriateequipment [etc.]”.

“| Case Studies;

. onthe KennebecRiver in Mane Article 7in thelicense .
for that project containsthefollowing condition:

machinery and equipment (transformers, generators,

18 i | ¥ f

__boundariesd aproject charging reasonablefeesto us-
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power lines, ctc.) at the project siteand to protect the
publicfrominjury associated with that machinery and
equipment.

Water project ownersand operatorsare not liablefor
theinjury or death d whitewater boaterswho obtain
river accessthrough project lands. Federally operated
water projectsare subject tothe " discretionary func-
tion" exemption d the Federal Tort ClamsAct re-
ferredtoinitem#3. Privateownersd land at other wa |
ter projectswhich providepublic accesswithout fees
are covered by landowner lighility reductionlawsde- |
scribedinitem #6.

Whitewater boaters are awarethat their sport en- !
tailssomepersonal risk d injury and accept that risk as
their personal responsbility. The AWA Safety Code !
statesthat "individua paddlersare ultimately respon-
gblefor their own safety, and must assumesolere- I
sponghility for ...the decision to participateon any

Kennebec River
The Central Maine Power Company (CMP) isthelic-
enseed apower project (the HarrisStation Facility)

Sofar asisconsistent with proper operationd the
project, the licenseeshall dlow the publicfree access,
to areasonable extent, to project watersand adjacent
project landsowned by the licenseefor purpose d full
publicutilizationd such landsand watersfor naviga:
tion and recreational purposes, including fishing and
huntii and shall dlowto areasonableextentforsuch |
purposes, the constructiond accessroads, wharves,
landings, and other facilitieson itslandsthe occupancy
which may in appropriate circumstancesbe subject to
payment d rent to thelicenseein areasonableamount;
Provided that the licenseemay reservefrom publicac-
cesssuch portionsd the project waters, adjacent
lands, and project facilities asmay be necessary for the
protectiond life, health, and property...

CMP interpretedthi s licensecondition to authorize
them to imposefees (initidly $5, then reduced to $1)
on boaterswho seek accessto theriver, even thosenot
usingany other services provided at the site (such as
camping, parking, €tc.).

Although thislicense condition clearly disdlowsfees
for river access, the Federal Energy Regulatory Com:
mission has cregtively interpreted thelanguagein alet-
ter to CMP. FERC stated that feesdid not violate Ar-
ticle 7 and were consistent wth the Commisson'sregu- |
lationsin 18 CFR 2.7. FERC did not distinguish river
accessfrom other "services' provided at thesite and
stated that "' The Commissionwill not object to licens-
eesand operatorsd recreationa facilitieswithinthe

st



ersd suchfacilitiesin order to help defray the cost o
constructing, operating, and maintainingsuchfacili-
ties."

Sincelanguagesimilar to the languaged the CMP

dard termsand conditionsincluded in origina licenses
and new licenses (relicensing) since 1975 (FormL-6),
al recreational user groupsshould intervenein licens-
ing proceedmgsto insurethat Standard Article 18is
deletedfrom al new licensesinfavor d aternativepro-
\a/ti)%?/ns consistent with thefee access policy stated

e

Sacandaga River
The NiagaraMohawk Power Corporation ("NIMO)
operatesthe Stewarts Bridge Dam on the Lower
Sacandaga River in New York, upstream d a3.5mile
long sectiond classII-III whitewater. The company li-
| censed several commercia outfittersto run river trips
| through thissection, but officidly closed the river to
| non-commercia boaters.
Aspart d asystem-widerecreation plan, NMO pro-
| posed acomplex and expensiveplan to providefor
whitewater recreation on the Lower Sacandaga (Pro-
| posed Sacandaga\Whitewater program, prepared Envi-
ronmental Desgn & Research,August 1992). If
adopted, thisplan would have regulated river access
| usethrougha River Manager, to be compensated by
feespaid by river users. Accesswould belimitedto one

Public Acoess io Rivers and Sveams lor Recectional Bogless

Article7 quoted above appearsin Article 18 d the stan-

location, highly structured with amandatory shuttle
bus, and governedin variousways by the River Man+
ager who would be responsibleto check paddlersfor
equipment safety and competenceand who would re-
quiredl paddlerstosignaliability waiver.

AWA notified NIMO (P. Skinner to G. Schoonrnaker,
Sept 17,1992) that AWA considered thisto beillegd
and also obj ectedto almost every aspect to the
SacandagaWhitewater Program asit appliesto non-
commercia boaters. The New Yak Departmentd En-
vironmental Conservation supported AWA's position,
and NIMO revised its programto remove unnecessary
and costly restrictionson non-commercial boater ac-
cessand to makeit clear that non-commerciaboaters |
werefreeto enter the Sacandagafrom upstream and |
from public road crossings.

Gauley River i
During the early 1980'sthe Army Corpsd Engineers
refused to cooperatewith whitewater boatinginterests |
who requested adjustmentsin fal drawdownsfrom the

Summersville Dam on the Gauley River in West Vir-
ginia. The Corpsargued that downstream recreation
was not aproject purpose and that the project purpose
d providing recreationa benefits wassatisfied by rec-
reational opportunitiesat thelake. Theissuewasonly
resolved when Congress enacted specificlegidation as-
serting that downstream whitewater recreationwasa
project purpose.

' 5. Bans on River Access for Environmental Protection.

AWA Policy:

AWA supportsreasonable government rules clearly

needed to protect riversand their environment. How-

|_ever,whitewater boating isalow impact non-consump-
tive activity with few mgjor adverse environmental con-
sequences. Therefore, environmental protection regu-

| lationstemporarily barring (or otherwiserestricting)
whitewater boating accessshould bc imposed only af-

| ter full public review, should be clearly demonstrated
to be necessary based on vaid scientific data, and
shouldimpose only the minimum restrictions neces-

| sary toprotect the resource. Permanent bansshould

never be necessary.

[Note:Theclosdly related issued user quotasare
dealt within Policy Item#2. Thispolicy statement cov-
ersal governmental requirements limiting boater ac-
cessfor environmental reasons,including FERC Ii-
censes, ruleson public lands, and regulations appli-
cabletoriversflowing through private lands.]

Explanation:

AWA iscommitted to educating the public (particu-
larly the boati i public) about environmental issues
associated with riversand to fostering environmental ly
sound use d riversand streamsidelands. AWA aso
seeksto preservethe wildernessand scenic quaitiesd
remotewild rivers, including those designated for Fed-
cral or State protection under variousprograms (such
asthe Wilderness Act and the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act).

In furtherance d these objectives, AWA will sup-
port reasonablegovernment ruleswhich are clearly
needed to protect the ecologica health d riversor to
protect fisheries, sensitivewildlife, endangered spe-
cies,or other critical environmental resources, includ-
g, under some circumstances mandatory limitson
use. (See AWA Palicy Item #2).

Non-consumptivehuman powered recreational
river use, however, rarely causessgnificant environ-
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mental harm, especialy day trips. Even overnight trips

have minimal impact on the environmentif uselevels

arenot excessive, if wildlifeisnot hunted or disturbed,

andif campingissengtiveto the riparian environment

and humanwasteisremoved.

Governmental regulation o boatmg, especidly prohi-

| bitionson access, on thebasisd environmental con-
cernsshould only be used asalast resort and adopted

| afterfull publicreview. Eventemporary banson ac-

| cessshould be adopted only when clearly demon-
strated to be necessary based on scientific knowledge

| andvaid concernsrelated to seriousadverse environ-

| mental consequences.

| Permanent river closuresfor resourceprotection
reasonsshould never be necessary since whitewater
use can be controlledin lesssevereways (limits on

| numbers, camping restrictions, or seasonal closures) to

| avoid unacceptableimpacts. Land managersshould
never close areasto boating becauseit iseasier than
managing use. I nstead, governmental |land managers

| should be wimingz towork with the boating publicto

. makesurethat environmental rulesaccomplishtheir

| stated objective without excessive and unnecessary re-
strictionson publicaccess.

' Case Studies

. Yellowstone River
Riversin Ydlowsone Nationa Park are closedto

=0
~~ boating, even though fishing is permitted, and POWeY =

"Colorado River, Grand Canyon: Ten year wait for
private boaters"

i Sheomms for Becseationa] Boaiors

lakesin the park. Thereasonfor thisgeneral closure
hasnever been adequately articulated or subjectedto

boatingisallowed on Yédlowstone Lake and other magjor

1public review. The Grand Canyon d the Ydlowstoneof-

ersachalengingclass5 run. It issometimes boated at
rsk o arrest, but attemptsto opentheriver to non-
commercid river use havebeen rebuffed with the
stated reason d wildlife protectionconcerns.

Little River, Massachusetts

The Water Commissonfor thetown d Springfield,
M assachusetts has €liminated accessto thefour mile,
classIII-IV Little River ostensibly to ensure public
health and safety at the Cobble Mountain Reservoir
(Springfield water treatment). However,the
whitewater segment liesover two miles below thisres-
ervair. Inaddition, the water supply reservoir is
shielded from the whitewater resourceby amunicipal
hydroel ectricproject and the diversondam associated
withths facility. After many attemptsat communica-
tion, boatershave till been given no solid reasonsfor
this restriction.

The Little River isagood example of agovernmental
ban on river accessfor environmental (and safety/li-
ability) reasonswhich lacks any basisin redlity.

| chauwaynochaway River

On Southwest Georgids | chauwaynochaway River,
the Ichauway Plantation, the Joseph W. Jones Ecologi-
ca Research Center, and the Woodruff Foundation per-
Suaded the state to close theriver to boating for "eco-
logicd pur ". Any ecologicd considerationsare
vague, asthe plantationisaso a hunting reservefor a

- large Georgia Corporation.

Relicensing

Some hydro-devel opmentswith bypassed river seg-
mentshave reported the presenced federally listed or
endangered speciesgrowingin these areas as a result
of the dry conditions of theriver bed during thelast 50
to 80 years. These speciesare not nativeto the river
bed, but rather are"exotic" specieswhich survivethere
dueto the unnatural dewatered conditions. In severa
Situationsthe Corpsd Engineers, for example,at the
John Flannagan Dam on the Russdll Fork in Virginia),
dam operators have argued that flow restorationto his-
toricriver levelsmay be detrimental to these species.
At thesame time, these dam operatorsexpressgreat
resistanceto undertaking scientificflow studies to de-
termine if episodicelevated flowsfor recreational pur-
poseswould have any harmful effect on these species.
Thisisacynica effort to prevent whitewater use, mini-
mum fishery flowrequirements,and restorationd the
origind "basdline” river ecology.

-
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6. Access Points on Private Lands

AWA Palicy:

When crossing private property, or parkmgon pri-
vate property, isnecessary togain accessto a
whitewater river, boatersshould respect private prop-
erty nghtsand obtain thelandowner's permisson.*

At popular whitewater rivers, AWA supports efforts
by public agenciesto acquire, with the landowners con-
sent, legd accessnghtsand parking areasfor therecre-
ational publicat bothends d whitewater runs. Where
public agency purchaseisnot possible, AWA will assist
canoe clubsand nonprofit land truststo acquireor
lease the necessary accessand parkmg nghts. Improve-
ments at access points should be the minimum neces-
sary tofacilitate river use and should be sengtiveto ef-
fectsonthe riparian zone.

* Landsat awater development project are an ex-
ceptionto thispolicy. Thoselandsare addressedin
item 4. The nght tomerely float onthe surfaced a
river that passesthrough privatelands, and to portage
around obstructions, isa separateissue, dealt within
item 7.

Explanation:

No boater hasanght to use private property at river
put-in and take-out pointswithout the permission o
the landowner. Permission can be obtained either by
informal agreement or moreformal methods (such as
lease or acquisition.) Privatelandownersare, in most
cases, fully within their nghtsto deny publicaccessto
riverswere boatersmust crosstheir land toget to or
from theriver or where boatersmust park on their
property. Boatersshould respect these nghtsand d-
ways obtain permissionto use private property.

There arefew exceptionsto thisrule. In some cases,
aroad that anearby landowner considersto be pri-
vately owned may actualy beacounty road by reason
d traditiona use and ahistory o county maintenance.
In other casesanght may have developed by continu-
oususethat isopen and adversefor acertainnumber
d years.Both d these nghts can be difficult to prove
and will normally requirecourt action.

Sometimesaccess agreementscan be negotiated by
AWA or hy locd boating clubs withlandowners. Liabil-
ity isoften alandowner concern. However, at least 44
Statesnow havelawslimitiilandownersliability when
they dlow public accessfor outdoor recreation WITH-
QUT chargingfees. AWA will make availableto any
boater or stream side landowner acopy d the appli-

+| cableStatelaw. Typicdly these laws providethat land-
i ownerswill beligbleonly for “wanton” or “willful" acts

resulting in injury to recreational visitors, not for mere
negligence.

Because d these laws, AWA considersany released
liability in favor  awater project owner or operator to
be unnecessary and feesto be counterproductive. In
many States areleasewill beinvalidif it bencfitsthe
owner d a"placed amusement or recreation” who
chargesafee or other compensationfor use d facili-
ties. (e.g. Section5-326 d the NY General Obligations
Law) ). Wherefeesare not an issue, AWA will provide
boatersor landownerswith asampleliability release
formwhich may be used to provide an evengreater
level d protection assuranceto concerned landowners.

In someinstanceslandownershave requested that
those seeking accessto ariver through their property
namethelandowner asan additional insured on a
policy o general liability insurance. Although somelo-
cal boating clubs have managed to obtain thiskind d
policy, the expenseand level d legd sophisticationis
difficult to come by. AWA will assist boatersin dealing
with thisissueininstanceswhereitisraised by a
streamside landowner.

Voluntary landowner accessagreementsare, d
course, subject to cancellation. For example, theland
may be acquired and the new owner may not be ame-
nableto continued use by boaters. The best long-term
solution, therefore, involvesacquisition o accessnghts
in someform. Where possiblethese nghtsshould be
acquired and managed by public agenciesfor the ben-
efit d the recreational public. In some casesAWA,
aoneor in cooperationwith other groups, may need to
acquirelegd access nghts and parkmg
privilegesthrough lease or purchase. In somecaseslo-
cd boating clubs, with assistancefrom AWA and oth-
ers, may be ableto managetheleaseor acquistion. In
other casesa private non-profit group, such asthe
Trust for Public Landsor the Nature Conservancy, may
beinterested.

AWA wiill seek donationsto establish ariver access
fundto lease and purchasecritical river accesspoints.
Ideally, the landsand nghts acquired by thefund will
be resold to a publicagency to free up fundsto acquire
accessin other areas.

Physical improvementsat accesspointsshould be
theminimum necessary to facilitateriver use. Basc
gravel roads, parkmg, and primitivesanitation facilities
arenormdly dl that isneeded. Extensive paved park-
ing areas and high standard facilitiesare usudly not
necessary except in areas of extremely heavy use. Al
riverside access should be as sensitiveas possibleto
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the ecologica and scenicvaluesd the riparian zone,
with physical "developments’ placed at an appropriate
distance from theriver.

“The Watauga: Conservation Groups |ose opportunity
to purchase purchase take-out”

Case Sudies

ArkansasRiver

Boatersfor many yearsused aput-in knownasthe
“Number One Campground” in Colorado to gain access
to theworld-class" Numbers' section o whitewater on
the ArkansasRiver. The Colorado White Water Associa
tion (CWWA) had secured permission fromoneland-
owner in thearea but acoupled yearsago asecond
landowner who owns adjacent property declared the
accessroadsto be private. OMNVA with assistancefrom
AWA hasbeen working to resolvethisissuethrough
possiblelegd action and publicland acquisition.

Upper Y oughiogheny

. For many yearslandowners at the put-in on the Up-
per Y oughiogheny River refused boater accessto the
river. Boatersattempted to establish legd rights to use
the nght o way at the bridge which crossed theriver;
however, loca courtsheld that the right-of-way next to
the bridge could be used only for road maintenanceand
not for river access. After yearsd controversy,arafting
company purchased alargefield at the put-in siteand
then resold thelandto the Natura LandsTrust. The
Natura LandsTrust, in turn, resoldtheland to the
State d Maryland which maintainsthe areaasa boater
put-in withagravel parkinglot and primitive changing

_| room. Thishas been anided solutionto what wasonce
-+ avery ugly access problemfor whitewater boaters.

T
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Watauga River

At the Watauga River in Tennessee, landswhich pro-
vided anideal take-out site were availablefor salefor a
periodd morethan ayear. ANVA wasinterested in pur-
cheang thelands, but did not have thefunds needed to
doso. An effort wasmadeto interest severa largeland
trustsin purchasing the site. However, none of these
organizationswas able to move quickly. Consequently,
theland wassold to aprivateindividua and access
rights for boaters remainsuncertain.

Gauley River

At one of the popular take-out areason the Gauley
Riverin Wes Virginia parking dong the road by private
boatersbegan to causeso much congestionthat local
residentscould not get to and fromtheir houses. AWA
joined with the West VirginiaRiversCoditionin 1992 to
rent afield adjacent to the take-out from alocd farmer
to beused for parking. Signswere posted requesting
boatersto park in the field. The project was successful,
with dmost 100%d the boaters parkingin thefield,
dearingtheroad d dl parked cars.

1. The Right to Boat on

Streams Flowing
through Private hands.

AWA Palicy:

The public should havethe nght to travel in canoes,
kayaks, and other recreational water craft onthewaters
d dl riversand streams reasonably susceptibled pas-
sageeven where a private entity ownsthe shorelines
andthe stream bed.

The public should dso havethe nght to portage
around obstaclesin theriver (such asdamsor water-
fdls) to the extent reasonably necessary to continue
downstream so long as the portageistemporary, takes
themodt direct and least intrusiveroute, and does not
damagethe property d thestream sidelandowner.

Any other use d privatestream sidelandsby boaters
Ispermissable only with the consent d the landowne.

Explanation:

The policy expressed aboveis consistent with tradi-
tiond use and with modem judicia opinion in many
States. However, the nght of recreational boatersto
travel by boat down whitewater streamsdependsona |
confusingand inconsistent body o case law which dif-
fersfromStateto State. The legd issuesare often mis-




understood by stream sidelandownersand by boaters
alike, causing unnecessary and harmful conflict between
boatersand landowners. In afew States, court cases
have restricted customary recreationa river use on riv-
ersflowing through privatelands.

Tofurther resolutiond these problems, AWA pro-
videseducational materialsto thegeneral public about
thelawsgoverningthe nghtsd recreational river users
and stream sidelandowners. AWA has a substantial col-
lectiond articlesand educational information regardmg
ths issuewhichisavailableto boatersand to thegenera
public.

AWA wiill encourage boatersto be respectful o pri-
vate property nghts. However, where property owners
attempt to prevent boating on boatable streams, AWA
may pursueand/or support litigation to establishthe
publicnghtsof access.

AWA recommendslitigationto resolvethisissue only
in strategically sel ected casesin which there is ahigh
probabilityd o bt ai i afavorable precedent protecting
the public nght o passagefor recreational boating.

In Stateswherejudicia decisonshave establisneda
publicnght o p e consistent with the AWA policy,
AWA will seek the adoptiond State lawsto further
clarify and guaranteeths nght. Thestatutory provisons
should provideaclarification d existinglega nghtsso as
not to beincons stent with respect for private property
nghtsand so asnot to result in an unconstitutional “tak-
ing” of private property.

Case Studies

Van Duzen River

A stream side landowner on the Van Duzen River
near Eureka, Cdifornia, attempted to prevent passage
by boat ontheriver through his property on the theory
that heownedthe bed o theriver. In Bessv County of
Humbolt 5 Cd. Rptr. 3rd 399 (1992), the court held that
under CdiforniaStatelaw, if ariver wassusceptibled
navigationas ahighway for public passageat thetime
Cdiforniacameinto the union,a publicnght o
existed without regard to ownership d the stream bed.
The casedso held that the ahility o present day small

timed Statehood) to navigatethe river was evidence
that theriver wasnavigableat the time of Statehood.

Beaverhead and Dearborn Rivers
In Montana,in recent casesinvolving the Beaverhead
River and the Dearborn River, where apublicinterest
group sought an injunctionto prevent the closure (by
fenceand cable) d theriver to boating, the State court
recently held that any surface watersin the State that
are capabled recreational use may beso used by the
&4 publicwithout regard to stream bed ownership or navi-
1 gabilityfor non-recreational purposes(Montana Codli-

Pulnlic Acoess fo Rivers and Shecens foe Recreational Boalers

water craft (which aresmilar towater craftin useat the

tionfor Stream Accessv Curran, 210 Mont. 38 (1984)
and Montana Codlitionfor Stream Accessv Hildreth
211 Mont. 29 (1984)). Those casesadso held that the
public could crossprivate property to portagearound
barriers in thewater so long asthat portagewas done
intheleast intrusivemanner possible, avoiding damage
to the adjacent owner's property.

Mose River
On the South Branch d New Yoark's Moose River in

1992, 5 people (2 canoesand 1 kayak) paddied down-
stream crossing through property owned on both banks
by the Adirondack League Club, a private club.The
bankswere posted. The boatersgot out d their boats
at severd placeswhere the water wastoo shadlow to
paddle, but were careful to stay onlandsbelowthe
high water mark. The boaterswere sued for trespass.
The casein now pending beforethe New Yok courts.
E)’heSi erraClub Legd DefenseFund isdefending the

oaters.

Sacandaga River

The NiagaraMohawvk Power Company hasat-
tempted to prohibit boater accessto the Lower
Sacandaga River by portage around the company'sdam
at Stewart's Bridge. The New Yok State Department o |
Environmental Conservation hastaken the position
that the public hasthe nght to navigateon that river
and to portage around the dam by crossing NIMO land,
followingthe"most direct and least intrusiveroutethat |
ispossble’. (Sept. 18,1992 |etter from NYDEC to Gary
Schoonmaker, Niagara Mohawk Power Co.)

" Moose River: Access and flow successfully
negotiated by whitewater boaters’

passage [EET




Video Features Maryland’s Racing Scene

by Bob Gedekoh

LA
Ask the average

recreational boater to
name the state that she
most associates with
whitewater. Typical

responses will likely be:

West Virginia... Colorado...

North Carolina... Idaho...
California...

Ask a whitewater
racerhead the same
question, and you might
be surprised by the
answer. More than likely
she will respond by
naming Maryland,

Man made course af
Pepen Power Plant in
Dickerson,

Marpland. .. where owr
leam Irains.

Amarican ll|l.:,_r.m‘H,,_.,v.'-h:r'r.-‘_-ﬂ:r1: 159%

Yes . Maryland! Home of the
Orioles and the Chesepeake Bay.
But, more than that.,. over half of
the members of the 92 1.8, Olym-
pic team had their roots in Mary-
land

Many are natives of the area,
while others have relocated there
to take advantage of the unique
training environment that exists in
the portion of Maryland that ad-
Joins Washington, D.C

Maryland's pivotal position in
the world of whitewater racing is
highlighted in Olympic
Whitewaler, Maryland's Quest, a
video produced and directed for
Maryland Public Television by
Charles Bokor, a well-known and
accomplished mid-Atlantic
kayaker,

Copies of the video, which pre-
rmaered on public television sta-
Hons, are now being sold by Mary-




land Public Tdlevisonat (800) = aroundthe country,itistheonly ar- 3 theteam at the trials on the Savage

373-6154 for $29.95. |:| tificial courseintheworldthat fea- m weretheC2 duo of Marty

The video f he ante- a tures heatedwater, allowing US. 7 McCormick and Elliot Weintrob
ceda}]?s‘f[lo ?ﬁe‘é‘g’“é?ﬁrﬁ“ﬁ c;?r?n * racerstotran aggro-vely " andK1 paddler Eric Jackson. The
Barcelong, specifically thetraining & throughout the winter. » actionsequencesfromtheSavage

and competition that producedthe »  The planningand production of = @Fe particularly effective and shot
U.S Team. A number of aspects of 3 thecourse, which wassupervised ' in a thoroughly professional man-
thi s processare presentedin detail, - by John Andersonand Scott = ner. Theinterviewsand narration
inafashionintended to capturethe ® Wilkinson, isthoroughly docu- = mme carefully integrated into the
interest of bothmembersd the = mented. Footageof theteam train- . productionin aninteresting and in-

genera publicand whitewater » ing at Dickersoniscomparedwith ® formative fashion.
buffs. that shot on theartificial coursesin . Even though the 92 Olympics
Many prominent membersof & Augsburg, Germany (72 Olympics) ; arehistory,thi's videoprovidesa
theracing community arefeatured. = a and &t the 91 Pre Worlds in a dramaticreminder of the tremen-
Thevideoincludesfootageof & Parcelon % dous personal and communal ef-
Jon Lughill and David Heamasurf- " Thevideoconcludeswith cover- s fortands Cﬂﬁ( e needed 10 de-
ing on the Potomac, whlle reflect- = age 6ftheU.S. Olympic team VV/ g Velopthe team. Olympic
ing ontheir earlyaa— whenihey w heldonMarylandsSavageRiver, « Whilewaler, Marylands Quest
just boated for thefun Of itafter @ considered the best nafurat slalom * should makeawelcomeaddition
school. courseintheworld. Bokor effec-  w ' thie video collection of 2
Theduo, who have dominated = GVely captures the intensity, drama - enthused about whitewater Salom
theC1 classfor moret han a decade . 5 and suspense of fhis event > facing. m
with moret han 19 gold medalswon 5 Jamie McEwan -
ininternational competition be . ﬁg}g}’l partner,
i . er cal ] L »
el bgg%lgémvhich w Eare third place, It's a Rapid Education!

they initiated. Thesemodifications & earning a 5pot on
alowedthemto developthepivot w he team, thereby
turn, atechniquethat revolution- & sending McEwan
ized whitewater racing. Duringthis w back o the Olym-
discussion Lugbill isshown check- | pics twenty years
ing out a new boat intheshop of a after fic won hiis
Andy Bridge, another member of ' bronze medal in
thePotomac racing community, o Augsburg.
whoisamaster boat builder as »  Cathy Hearn

well as awildwater champion. and Dana Chladek
Lugbill and Hearn creditmuch  » Datile it ot for
of their successto coach Bill a 55 Chladek
Endicott, alsoaMaryland native, g would ultimately
whoisasointerviewedthroughout = return fromSpain
thevideo. ] withameda. E leader in whitewater instruction since 1972, MKC
After aconciseexplanation of . In her inferview offers highly personal instruction from Beginner to Expert
therulesof whitewater dalomrac- (‘m reflects levels in both kayaking and open canoeing. Located on the
ing, thevideofocuseson the des gn a upon the fact that Madawaska River, we provide all the comforts of a vacation

t. And better yet, our rivers are clean, warm and un-
and construction of theartificial 4 Shehasbeenracing  § "o ' '
Whlt ater courseat Dickerson, . afl of her life; in crowded. Weekend and 5-day courses.

land. Thiscoursehas become ® fact, her mother

Box 635 Barry's Bay Ontario KOJ 1BO
the avored trainingsitefor mem-  w competed in the Summer: (613)756-3620 Winter: (613)594-5268

bers of theU.Sdaomteam Lo- I World's durir ﬁﬁthe
catedinthe outflow of apower . D‘I’FgTW led - -
generatingstationand built vith . 0 her birth. mﬁﬂﬂ\fd 5'(11 K llnu c:nTnﬂ
the generoussupport of Other Maryland
whitewaterenthusiastsfrom g boaterswhomade
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AWA/Bagger Paddle A Thon Slated
Paddlerstake your marks. The Second Annual AWA/Dagger Paddle A

PSST!

L

Thonisonce again set for the month of Juneto raise fundsfor the Ameri-
can Whitewater Affiliation’s Whitewater Defense Project. Paddlers turn-

Hove Yoo Heard &bt
The Ultimate

inginthe most dollarsfor the benefit will beeligibleto win one of three
grand prizes. Individua prizes will al so be awarded. Asa added incen-

tive, 25% of the proceeds raised by paddlersfrom AWA affiiated clubs
wiill be donated tothat club following the event.

Thi s year'sgrand prizesinclude: for first place, a Dagger canoe or
kayak (winner's choice); for second place, a Dagger wooden canoe or
kayak paddle; and, for third place, a Dagger Quintas canoe or kayak
paddle. Paddlers whoraise $250r morewill bedligiblefor AWA/Dagger
Paddle A Thon T shirts, featuring designs by William Nedly, AWA license
plateframesand AWA lapel pins. Thi s isa good way to havesomefun
and paddlefor conservation at the same time. The proceeds will help
raisefundsfor the AWA’s Whitewater Defense Project, whichvigorously
worksto preserve waterwaysin the United Statesand on the interna-
tional level, “ saysJoe Pulliam, president of Dagger Canoe company,a
co-sponsor of the event.

“We encourage paddlingenthusiasts of d | levelstojoinin, and hope
that businesses and companiesin the community,andin thetrade, will
also serveas participants, sponsors, or both." Proceeds are tax deduct-
ible.

“We would also like to encourage AWA- affiiate clubsto participate
in this important fund raiser,” says PhyllisHorowitz, executive director
of the AWA. "We will once again donate 25% of each paddler's proceeds
totheir club. In thisway, the event offersagreat way to raise money for
their own club's coffers." Participating clubs must have current AWA Af-
filiate Club statusto qualifyfor their 25%cut, Horowitz notes.

Inlast year's inaugural Paddle A Thon, Kerry Deardorff of the Chi-
cago Whitewater A ssociationraised $456.32for the benefit, $114.80cf
which went directly back to CWA. Order today: Send $13.95 T & s/h to Swiftwater

Participation, however,isopen todl paddlers nationwide, whether or Publishing Co., PO Box 3031, Portland, OR 97208
not they are membersof an AWA affiliated club, or any paddlingclub at ___Dealer Inquiries: 503/292-5756______
al. All anindividual boater must doisrecruit local T g —
sponsorsto pledge the amount they are willing to "CATARACT*REVENTAZON®CAL SALMON®*AND MORE!N™
donatefor each river hour paddled between June 1
and June 30. Parti ci pantsthen paddleasmany
hoursas possible during the month, log that dataon
the official entry form and send theformand |
sponsor checksto the AWA by July 31,1993.

Prizes will be awarded after d | logsaretallied.
Grand Prize winnerswill be thethree paddlerssub-
mitting the highest dollar amounts.

Thefundsraised fromlast year's inaugural
Paddle A Thon total ed $1864.24 Grand Prize win-
nerswere Kerry Deardorff, lllinois; Greg Trenary,
Washington, D.C,; and Nancy Cramer, Ohio. Clubs
that benefited from the fund raiser last year include Boats
the Chicago Whitewater Association, lllinois, To-

9. HINVH LNYND.

This Book Includes...

- A coast-to-coast parade of extraordinary rivers
- Complete trip logistics and descriptions

And There's More...

- Hilarious misadventures and stunning photos by
renown river runners.

pOE SOTL.HINDA.

A peek at the cutting edge d paddlespert today
-Richard Penny, author
The Whitewater Sourcebook

g 'E!-I'F_L

*PAYETTE*PACUARE*TUMWATER*CHEAT* CHERRY CR*SLATE®

ledo River Gang, Ohio; HA.CK S, Connecticut; (d Dagger

Coadtd Canoeists, Washington,D.C,; and Western W R

CarolinaPaddlers, North Carolina : - r""w Wﬁ"."e m - F criiil I ~
Toobtain an entry form or for further informa: ) |- ﬂdd

tion about the 1993 Paddle A Thon contact Phyllis  _ [—] Wavesports - . 5.

Horowitz, executive director, AWA, p.o.Box 85,

Phoenicia, New York 12464. (914) 638-5569. | Glitter Lids Helmets
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AWA relies heavily upon the generosity of itsmembersio fund
our extensiveconservation projects. Donationsaremadetothe
Whitewater DefenseProject in many ways- WDPgiftsmade at
renewal time, Ender Club and Attainer memberships, contribu-
tionsmadein responseto our annual End-of-Year drive, dona-
tionsmade by clubsfrom event proceedsand other miscella-

neousgifts received throughout theyear.

Our membersnever let usdown, and 1992 was no exception
tothisrule Pleaseaccept our thanksat thistimefor your indi-
vidual contributions, regardless of amount - AWA’s effortswould
be serioudly limited without them Wewould, however, liketo
take this opportunity to recognizethe exceptional support of the

followingindividuals,clubs, businesses and institutions:

1992 ENDER CLUB
(Donations of $100 or More)

Stephen Adler

AIRE

Brian M. Aubin

Beth Baker

Steve Barnett

Pope Barrow

Guy Dean Bateman

Harold Bencowitz

Bill Bevins

Larry A. Brocious

Matt Butcher

Scott B. Cooper

Scott P. Duffens

East Tennessee Whitewater
Club

Joel E. Freedman

Glenn, Cindy & Taylor Frey

Bob Gedekoh

Dave Glickerman

BoyceGreer

John Gunderson, MD

Philip R. Hardin

Robert W. Harris

Andy Held

Dr. Henry J. Herrmann

Randy Hodnett

David Hough

Fred Lally

Emile J. Ledonne

James E. McComb

PhyllisHorowitz & Denis
McLane

SteveMiles

SteveHylkema

David K. Joyce

Jonathan Katz

BruceKitney

Philip J. Larkin

Leapin LoungeLizards

JimLow

Ann McAlpin

Thor Mickelson

David H. Mills

Penny S Myers

William C. Ned
Perception Kayak Club
CharlesPeterson

Barry Robinson
BarbaraRottier

Ericand Adrianne Ryan
Mary Schranz

Mikeand Pam Sheldrick
Pete Sholander

Tom Sher

MikeSloan

Mowry Smith, I

Derek D. Snyder

Chuck Stein

Stracka Construction
GordonT.C. Taylor
CharlesH. Thompkins, III
Mac Thomton
BonnieTownsend
DanValens

Duanne Wagner

Bill Wélls

Keith Wold

Mr. & Mres. T.F. Womble

1992 ATTAINERS
(Donations of $50 or More)

AIRE

Walter G, Andry

Betty Lou Bailey

Ken Barnes

Tom Beres

Steven A. Berkeley
GeorgeJ. Blackham
Nancy and Michael Bockalie
CharlesE. Brabec
Patrick A. Brenneman
DanaD. Chalfant
ThomasJ. Christopher

Ed Cline

Don & Carmella Cochran
Georgeand Mary Callins
Bob and LindaCooley
Terry and Karen Curtin
Tomand MariaDaniel
Stephen Demetriou
Dinersteinand Conrad
CurtisCrye

James E. Dugger, IV
Gordon S. Edwards
Peter Fey

ThomasL. Fisher
Benno Friedman

David Frierson

Paul F. Gelssler
Edward Gertler

Steve Goudy

Barry D. Graham
Mayo Gravatt

Steven Groves

Craig Gunderson
Rafina Murni Harahap
Kenneth Hardy
GeorgeW. Hawks, Jr.
Bruce H. Hayes, Jr.
Christopher Hazlitt
Michael Healy

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald W. Helms
Joan Heyding
ChipHildreth

Paul Joffrion

Britan A. Kilbourne
Jaque L edbetter

Emile J. LeDonne
David Leland

Lightning Paddles
LanceLippencott
James Loddengaard
John W. McCain
James E. McComb, M.D.
Ray McLain

David W. McPherson,III
D.J. Medeiros

Chuck Meyer

Scott L. Miller

James E. Morgan

Mary M oser

Peter A. Naktenis
Nova Riverunners
John Joseph Nowicki
Richard Oiseth
LeeOwen

Karl Peters
ChrisPrangley

Jeff and Rose Prycl

Gil Rocha

Mike & LindaJoyce Ryan
Tony Ryan

Kathy A. Sercu

Jim Scott

Bill Sgrinia

Dan Sherr

Dick Sisson
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Charles Smith, Jr.
Susan Snider

Dave Stanley
RichardJ. Sullivan, M.D.
David Tate
SteveTaylor

Scott Trude

Leon L. Tucker

Fred Tuttle

Steven and GayleVest
LloydJ.Vye
CharlieWalbridge
David Wallace

Peter L. Weingarten
Bob Wemple

David A. Wetter
Elizabeth Whitaker
Steve White

Roger Wilson

Bill and Kathy Wirnbrow
KrisWolpert

Zoar Outdoor

MAJOR DONORS
(Donations of $2000r More)

Guy Dean Bateman

BluegrassWildwater
Association

Canoe Cruisers Association

Chota Canoe Club

Yvon Chouinard

Garden Home Funds

Glenn Erey

Robert W. Harris

IBM

Kayak and Canoe Club
of New York

AnnMcAlpin

Denis McLane

Ericand Adrianne Ryan

Peter Sholander

Mowry Smith, TIT

Mae Thornton

The Tides Foundation

OTHER CLUB DONORS

ADK/Genesee Vdley
AMC/Berkshire Chapter
Birmingham Canoe Club
Boat Busters Anonymous
CarolinaCanoe Club
Coastal Canoeists
Meramec River Canoe Club
Mohawk Canoe Club
SierraClub/Angeles Chapter
Sierra Club/Loma Prieta
Sierra Club/River Touring
Section
Valdez Alpine Club



. The He.ﬁther on the Sp]]lh, Carla Garrison

| called my cousin Gary assoon asl
read theletter. | couldn't wait to hear what
hewould say.

"Youll never guesswhoisflyingin to
go boatingwith usthisweekend!" | an-
nounced.

"BorisYdtdn," hereplied.

"Na...”

"Mother Theresa," heconjectured.

"Not even close...”

"PaulaAbdul,” he chuckled wishfully.

"Na.. but you aregetting warmer.
Heather! Heather iscoming!"

There wasan uncharacteristicsilence.

Finally Gary spoke. "Youmean
Heather... asin your sister, Heather? Asin
my cousin, Heather? Asis Heather
Britainy Garrison?"

"That'stheone," | replied. "And catch
thisl She hastaken up kayakingand she
wantsto paddle the New with us."

"Heather... in a kayak," Gary muttered
incredulously. "No... can't bel Doesn't she
know shewill get her hair wet?"

"Oh... | think she knows," | replied.
Shesaysin her letter that she hasasolid
roll and that she's been paddlingtheclass
IV stuff in the Sierras with some guysfrom
San Francisco. Now shewantsto sample
some eastern water and to meet o w gang.
What doyou think?"

Gary paused again and hisanswer was
very, shall wesay, considered. "l think
there's goingto betrouble,”" was hispro-
nouncement.

"Trouble.. whatever doyou mean?"'|
inquired innocently.

"You know damned well what kind of
trouble!l mean," hereplied. T hekind of
troubleyour sister has been causingsince
puberty."

It was painful, but | had to concedeto
him. "Yes | know," | sighed. "But maybe
thingswill bedifferent thistime. Maybe
Heather haschanged."

"Tiger never losesit's stripes,”" Gary
observed wryly.

"But you arestill goingto come, aren't
you?' | inquired.

“Hell, yes," heanswered without hesi-
tation. "Heather on theriver... withow
aew..likel said, there's goingto be

trouble." And then he started with that
devilishlaugh of his. "l wouldn't miss it
for theworld."

Let metdl you about my sister,
Hesather. For thesake of brevity, I'l just
sharemy cousin Gary's accurate, albeit
tasteless, sexist and crass description.

"If Heather were an automobile, she
would bea Corvette. If Heather werean
outdoor rest facility... shewould bemade
of bricks. If Heather wereafur bearing
mammal, shewould be..”

Will, you get thepicture.

Alot of my acquaintances naturally as-
sumethat | am the prettiest woman to
ever come frommy hometown. They're
wrong. I'mthesecond prettiest. There's
no use denyingit, Heather isbetter |0ok-
ing.

I don't really mind. Yausee, I'm far
smarter than she. AndT'll take brainsover
boobsany day.

So Heather and | get along Ene. Weve
each found our nichein theworld; | design
computersfor IBM, whileHeatherisa
Sales Rep for Borden. And believeme, if
ever anyonewasdestined to market dairy
products...itismy sister, Heather.

Over theyears T have been accused of
holding themal e gender in contempt.
Wdl, it's truethat | think most men are
about asbright as a hoe handles. | came
tothat conclusion during my youth,
watching how guysacted around Heather.

Heather could transform Carl Sagan
into a blitheringidiot.

And, if shecould dothat, it wasn't
hard to predict the effect shewould have
on thebozos| paddle with.

Butlet mejust sharesomeof therep-
resentative highlightsof Heather's week-
end on the New.
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theold jokethat beginswith therhetorical
question, "How many —— doesit taketo

Werendezvous
at Cunard and
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changealight bulb?" Well,let meask you
this, "How many men doesit taketo un-
load a 25 pound kayak fromtheroof of a
car?'

Well, if that kayak isHeather's, it takes
quiteafew. Four, to be exact!

Now Hesather's gear must be trans-
ported tothe banksof theriver. But how
isthisto beaccomplished? Let usimmedi-
ately dismissfrom consideration the sce-
narioin which Heather carriesit herself. It
isfar too heavy for that!

No, the boyswill lugitfor her. But,
the problemis, thereisscarcely enoughto
go around. Several minutesof acrimoni-
ous negotiationsculminate in a fistfight
between Joeand C.G. Heather stands by,
innocently batting her big baby blues. Jake
and Moochie seize thisopportunity,
snatch the boat and paddle, respectively,
and head for theriver. Gary and | stand by
in silent bemusement.

| feel likel amwatching a nature docu-
mentary on television, onein which male
baboons struggle to establish dominance
and win thefavorsof areceptivefemale.

Heather
surfs
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spectacular, but not nearly asfascinating
astheruthlessjostlingfor position that
ragesintheline. Jakeand C.G. cometo
blowsthistime, whacking oneanother
with their paddleslike knightsat ajoust.

Finally,after the boys have exhausted
themsel ves, Heather announces her inten-
tion to play the hole. The boysare horri-
Eed!

"Itisfartoohig!! Far too dangerous
fora..." No, | won't dignifyit by repeating
it! But, what the hell am1? I've beenin
that damned hole hundreds of times... at a
lot higher levels.. and none of them ever
showed thesdlightest concern for my well
being!

But Heather, to her credit, will not be

Gary, Heather
and | spend an
hour in the
river right eddy
walching th
vy preriforT
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dissuaded. Intotheholeshegoes. Side
surfing, blasting, paddle twirling,cart-
whesels, enders..

Yes, Heather putson quitea show. Un-
fortunately, thezipper on her FFD just
isn't up totheperformance. Apparently
with each maneuver it descendsa bit fur-
ther, until suddenly, in themidst of a spec-
tacular pirouette, it explodes, asif dyna-
mite has been detonated.

Heather hitsthewater with the PFD
practically pinning her elbows behind her.
Digracted,shedropsher paddle and flips.

The Four Stoogestake after that
paddielikea passel of farm boysat a
greased pig race. Down through Railroad
they go, fightingover that stick likea
school of hammerheadsin afeeding
frenzy. Asa consequence they missthefi-
nale of Heather's performance; she hand
rolls, sidesurfstheholefor amoment,
rezips her PFFD, then nonchalantly doggie
paddlesout of the holeand down through
therapid.

Even Garyisimpressed. Yessir. that's
my sister!

The boys have de-

cided that Heather
I I eal :I ier must scout Lower

Keeney, even

runs
Lower

eeney.

though sheispad-
dling better than
any of them They
are in such am acri-
moniousmood that
they can not even
agreeonwhichlineisbest. SoHeatheris
instructed tostand on therocks and watch
asthey tackle therapid, one by one. They
flock to their boats, vyingfor thechanceto
bethe Erst to demonstratetheir approach
totheterrible, fearsome wavetrain that
constitutesLower Keeney.

Assoon asthey hitthewater, Heather
turnsto me.

"Carla, I've got a big problem," she
confides.

"No. Youve gottwo big problems,” |
answered withawink. "Butitsnothing
that a competent plastic surgeon can't fix,
given enough time."

Shegiggled nervoudy. "No, itsnot
that, Silly. Itssomethingelse. | haveto... |
really haveto... pee!"

I look at her increduloudly."Sogo
ahead and pe2” | reply.

"Butwhere?' shedemands.

| can't believeshewould ask such a
thing. "Wdl, wheredoyou pee when
you're boatingin California?'

"l don't," sheexclaims. "Wenever
stay on theriver thislong."

"Weéll, peein thewater. Pretend you're
takinga quick dip tocool off."

"Intheriver!" sheprotests. "Na.. |
could never dothat!"

"Then peein thewoods, up behind
thoserocks."

Heather looksdubious.. and anxious.
But shelooksdesperate, t0o. After she
disappears behind therocks| can't resist.

"Look out for the poisonivy... and the
rattlers!™ | shout.

Sheletsout animmediatesquedl, | as-
sumeinresponsetomy jest. Onlylaterdo
| discover thered reason. That ignora-
mus Gary hascrept up behind her and
snapped a picture, in alessthan flattering
pose. Hethen suggeststo Heather that he
might beableto persuadetheeditorsof
thisragto run that pictureas a cover shot.

By the time Heather finishes battering
Gary and confiscates hisfilm the boys
havefinished their runs.

"You missed their lines," | chide her
sarcastically. "Now how areyou goingto
survivethismenace?'

Heather eyeballsL ower Keeney and
yawns. "No bigdeal, Carla. 111 just follow
you." Andsoshedoes, spinninginto the
eddy at the bottom with adazzling series
of squirts.

Arethe boysimpressed? Darmn right
they are!’ Their mouthsare gapingso wide
that awood duck could nest in any one of
them.

| decidetore-
tiretothe

earlier than

Heather
by Night.

the campfire i sjust to wierd for me. | have
never seen the guys behavethisway; and |
hope never toseeit again. Garyisgetting
tired of breaking up the fights; next time
he says heisgoing tolet them kill onean-
other. That thiswill happen seemsalmost
certain.

Of course Heather isin thethick
things, pretending, asusual, to betotally
oblivioustothesituation. | remind her
that sheiswelcometo joinmein the back
of thetruck when she becomesbored
with these male shenanigans.

It comesasnosurprisetomethat she
doesnot appear until the next morning.
Tomy knowledgeHeather has never slept
on anythingexcept a bed, nor dol believe

that she ever will. | do not ask the name
of hotel where shespent thenight, nor do
| ask with whom shespent it. Whenit
comestolittlesisters, somequestionsare
best left unspoken.

Needlesstosay, in theearly morning
light, Heather i sravishing. Sheisperfectly
coiffed, bubblingwith energy and enthusi-
aam.

I wish| could say thesamefor the
boys. They ar e not speaking to each other
and they look like racehorsesthat have
beenrunreal hard and turned out wet. A
quick tally revealsthree black eyes, two
sutured facial lacerations, five broken
teeth and oneswollen nosethat i sdecid-
edly akimbo. Gary istheonly maleto have
survived the festivitiesunscathed.

Heather, Gary and | powwow and
then, when another scuffle erupts, this
timebetween Moochie and Jake, we capi-
talizeon thedistraction and disappear.

We have decided to paddiethe New
alone.. Sunday isto bea family affair.
Heather hasseen enough of the boys, and
[ fear they haveseen too much of Heather-
the Lorele of the New.

Itislate Sunday night and Heatheris
about to board her plane. “Tell theguys
['m sorry | couldn't paddlewith them to-
day. Tell themthat | said they areall very
sweet"

"I'll tell themyou said they wereadl a
bunch of cupcakes," | reply. " That should
easetheir pain." | wasthinking that a
bunch of marshmallows.. or weenies...
would bea better comparison,

"Heather, before you go, you'vegot to
tell mesomething. I sit alwayslikethisfor
you on theriver?' Tomy knowledge
Walbridgehas not reported any murders
within Californiaswhitewater boating
community.

Heather rolls her eyesand shakes her
pretty little head.

"It used to be... with my old crowd,"
sheconfides. "But not anymore. Now |
only paddle with women... or with guys
whoaregay. That's theonly way | can re-
aly enjoy thewhitewater."

| giveher a nod of approval. Heather
still hasawaystogo, but progresshas
been made.

"You know, Heather, you are alot
smarter than you look,"

| observewithagrin.

"And you, Carla, arealot prettier than
you think," shereplies.

God, | love my sister!
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FOE MORE BREORMAATION. ASK FOR OUR EAYAKI

P.O. Box 3412 Boise, ID 83703
2081344-7506 FAX 208/345-185 6 s

-~ LEARN WITH THEPROS —

Our Whitewater Kayak School consists of
a two-day basic clinic. (Further instruct-
ions by special arrangements). ACA cert-
ified instructors, classroom sessions,
whitewater movies, equipment, shuttles,
wet suits, and plenty of river fun are all
included.

Beginners start on still water, learning
basic skils and paddling techniques.
The second day is on easy whitewater.

CALL US TODAY !

(717) 443-9532
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Win prizesand raise money for AW

FIRST GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Canoe or Kayak of your choice
SECOND GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Wood Canoe or Kayak Paddle
THIRD GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Quintus Canoe or Kayak Paddle
INDIVIDUAL PRIZES: AWA/Dagger Paddle-a-thon T-shirts,

AWA lapel pins and AWA Ender Club shirts

Enteringis easy and fun!
*Sign up local sponsors to pledge a contribution per river hour paddled by you during June 1993

e og your river time on the official entry form
*Collect sponsor proceeds and submit to AWA by July 31,1993

*Receive your prizes!
*Three highest earning individual participants will be Grand Prize receipients.

For official rules and entry forms, contact:
eAWA PO Box 85, Phoeniaa, NY 12464 or phone (914) 688-5569

Proceeds to benefit AWA's Whitewater Defense Project. HOWEVER, IF YOU ARE PADDLING ON BEHALFOFA CURRENTAWA
AFFILIATE CLUB, ANY MONEY YOU RAISE WILL BE SPLIT WITH 75% TOAWA'S WDPAND 25%FOR YOUR CLUB'SUSE IN
'S CONSERVATION. SAFETY OR TRAINING PROGRAMS. Affiliate participants are also eligiblefor Individual and Grand Prizes.
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