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New Mexicos Gila River, one of several southwestern U.S.
gems threatened by dams and reservoirs that would de-
water miles of river downstream, and that American
Whitewater is fighting to protect in 2015.
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Our mission: “To conserve and restore America’s

whitewater resources and to enhance opportunities
to enjoy them safely;” is actively pursued through our
conservation, access, safety, and education efforts
under the umbrella of River Stewardship. The only
national organization representing the interest of
all whitewater paddlers, American Whitewater is the
national voice for thousands of individual whitewater
enthusiasts, as well as over 100 local paddling
club affiliates.

AW’s River Stewardship program adheres to the four
tenets of our mission statement:

CONSERVATION: AW'’s professional staff works
closely with volunteers and partner organizations
to protect the ecological and scenic values of all
whitewater rivers. These goals are accomplished
through direct participation in public decision-making

processes, grassroots advocacy, coalition building,
empowerment of volunteers, public outreach and
education, and, when necessary, legal action.

RIVER ACCESS: To assure public access to whitewater
rivers pursuant to the guidelines published in its
official Access Policy, AW arranges for river access
through private lands by negotiation or purchase,
seeks to protect the right of public passage on all rivers
and streams navigable by kayak or canoe, encourages
equitable and responsible management of whitewater
rivers on public lands, and works with government
agencies and other river users to achieve these goals.

SAFETY: AW promotes paddling safely, publishes
reports on whitewater accidents, maintains a uniform
national ranking system for whitewater rivers (the
International Scale of Whitewater Difficulty) and

whitewater rivers, as well as river recreation,
conservation, access, and safety. This is accomplished
through our bimonthly AW Journal, a monthly e-news,
americanwhitewater.org, paddling events, educational
events, and through direct communication with
the press.

Together, AW staff, members, volunteers, and affiliate
clubs can achieve our goals of conserving, protecting
and restoring Americas whitewater resources
and enhancing opportunities to safely enjoy these
wonderful rivers.

AW was incorporated under Missouri nonprofit
corporation laws in 1961 and maintains its principal
mailing address at PO Box 1540, Cullowhee, NC 28723;
phone 1-866-BOAT-4-AW (1-866-262-8429). AW is
tax exempt under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal

publishes and disseminates

internationally-

recognized American Whitewater Safety Code.

EDUCATION: AW shares

information with the

general public and the paddling community regarding
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EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed in the features and
editorials of American Whitewater are those of
the individual authors. They do not necessarily
represent those of the Directors of American
Whitewater or the editors of this publication.
On occasion, American Whitewater publishes
official organizational policy statements drafted
and approved by the Board of Directors. These
policy statements will be clearly identified.
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APPY NEW YEAR and

welcome to the

American Whitewater
Journal for 2015! For over 60
years now, American Whitewater
has worked hard to provide for the
conservation and stewardship of
rivers that are important to the
paddling community. At the core
of the American Whitewater
river stewardship program is the
connection paddlers have with
wild rivers. In this issue of the
American Whitewater Journal,
our staff looked in their crystal
balls and identified important
themes for river management
in the coming year. Our Top Ten
River Stewardship Issues take into
consideration a broad geographic
cross section of the country and
identify some of the pressures
that our nations’ wild rivers
will face.

The staff of American Whitewater
collectively works on over 100
river conservation and access
projects across the country.
With so much at stake, selection
of the Top 10 River Issues is as
much about general themes as it
is about specific projects. These
issues span the full spectrum

Floating the Rogue with last year’s AW trip.
Photo by Thomas O’Keefe

Rogue River trip in June. Thanks
to support from Northwest Rafting
Company, American Whitewater
members have the opportunity to
join our staff and board members
on an exclusive four-day trip down
Oregon’s Rogue River. We invite
you to come learn more about
what we’re up to while having a
great time enjoying one of our
nation’s first Wild and Scenic
Rivers. The trip, which will take
place June 16-19, will be fully
outfitted by Northwest Rafting
Company with professional
guides, exceptional food,
transportation to and from Galice,
and all necessary equipment. You
will have the option of bringing
your own boat, renting a boat,
or joining as a passenger on one
of the rafts. This trip was such a
great experience last year that we
wanted to offer the experience
again. Please contact info@
americanwhitewater.org if you
have any questions about the trip.

Like our founders before us, we
continue exploring and conserving
wilderness waterways. As we
move through the coming year the
staff at American Whitewater will
be pushing for new opportunities

of stewardship initiatives, from
pushing back against new dam proposals
to proactively engaging in Federal land
management plans. Included in the mix
is ongoing river access work to ensure
that future generations of river lovers
can enjoy the places that mean so much
to us. Unfortunately, there is no shortage
of threats to the rivers our community
treasures. While our stewardship team is
successful at beating back some of those
pressures, others pop up in the ongoing
game of “Whac-a-mole” that is typical
of the demands faced by small, talented
teams tackling large, national challenges.

What all of us close to these issues
understand is that recreation and

Winter 2015

stewardship are intimately linked. Time
spent on rivers forms the basis for
contemporary conservation ethics. It’s
very hard to love something you don’t
know, and it’s our community’s love of wild
rivers that makes us aggressive defenders
of rivers and their flows across the country.
No other group knows the headwater
reaches of major river systems better than
boaters. It’s that intimate knowledge that
provides relevance to our story and helps
to keep the conversation real with policy
makers and river managers.

If you happen to be looking for a way to
deepen that connection with wild rivers,
join me on the American Whitewater

to reconnect rivers with paddlers,
habitat, and local economies. Looking
to the future, we continue to appreciate
the importance of rivers and their role in
supporting the health and well being of the
paddling community.

Take care of your paddling and your
paddling will take care of you.

Happy New Year,

Executive Director, American Whitewater
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T ANY GIVEN time American

Whitewater staff are working on

well over 100 river conservation
and access projects on your behalf. All of
our projects are certainly important, but
each year we highlight the 10 that we think
have the potential to be game changing.
These are projects that we’ll focus a lot of
energy on, striving for a positive outcome.
They also give our members a taste of what
we’ll be up to in the coming year. Twenty-
fifteen will hold some new challenges for
our nation’s rivers and river enthusiasts
as large dam proposals have rekindled a
threat not seen in decades. And not to
be caught in a reactive stance, we are
proactively working to protect thousands
of miles of deserving streams from new
dams by seeking Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act status. We'll also be working to secure
improved river flows and public access,

AMERICANI
WHITEWATER

which is a winning strategy that American
Whitewater has used for decades with
incredible results across the country. These
projects are sure to offer a wild high-stakes
ride, and we’ll need your help and support
to see them through.

1. Protecting California Rivers
from New Dams

The worsening drought has put water issues
center stage in California. In November
California voters approved a $7.5 billion
water bond, much of which will go to
new water storage projects. While many
potential projects include groundwater
storage—a storage solution that American
Whitewater generally supports—new
surface storage projects have the potential
to bring substantial impacts to a number of
rivers in California. American Whitewater
has already taken action to oppose several

The San Joaquin River is one of several rivers at risk as California

pursues options for more water storage.

Photo by Paul Martzen

of these new dam projects, but the passage
of the water bond means that we have a
lot of work to do in the future. In addition
to the fact that these proposed projects
will destroy miles of California rivers, they
make little economic sense. More dams and
taller dams will not make it rain more—the
state’s existing reservoirs are operating
at a fraction of their potential capacity.
American Whitewater will continue to take
action to ensure that the funds from the
water bond, and other sources, support
projects that will actually assist in creating
a better water future for California.

2. Opposing New Dams in Alaska
The Susitna and Talkeetna Rivers in
Alaska are currently threatened by two
proposals for new hydropower dams.
American Whitewater has been actively
engaged in halting the Susitna-Watana

americanwhitewater.org




Hydroelectric Project for over four years,
and stepped up to protect the Talkeetna
when a hydropower project was proposed
in late 2014. Both of these rivers and others
in the Susitna watershed offer a unique
opportunity for an exceptionally high
quality wilderness river experience. The
rapids in Watana and Devil’s Canyon on the
Susitna River are legendary in whitewater
circles as some of the world’s most
challenging whitewater. And the Talkeetna
River, which is a tributary of the Susitna,
is a spectacular Class IlI/IV whitewater
wilderness run. The Susitna River system is
one of only a handful of large river systems
around the world that remains in its free-
flowing condition from the headwaters to
the ocean, and protecting these rivers is a
priority for American Whitewater in 2015.
Watch for ways that you can help us build
the case for the national significance of
these rivers and their unique recreational
and ecological values in the coming year.

3. Securing a River Access Plan
for Harpers Ferry (WV)

American Whitewater’s vision is to
strategically select and develop safe,
high quality, public river access to the
Shenandoah and Potomac Rivers in the
vicinity of Harpers Ferry, West Virginia. A

The Talkeetna offers one of the best Class I1l/IV backcountry boating trips in Alaska. A
proposed hydropower project threatens to destroy the last few miles of whitewater.

Photo by Thomas O’Keefe

stone’s throw from our Nation’s capitol, and
flowing through two National Parks, the
Staircase Section of the Shenandoah River
and the Needles Section of the Potomac
River are classic moderate whitewater runs
for citizens living in nearby metropolitan and
rural areas. These runs, which share take-
outs, offer backyard outdoor recreation
for many thousands of commercial and
non-commercial paddlers, including many
youth experiencing a wild river for the
first time. Limited public land holdings,

Bull Falls on the Shenandoah is the first Class Il rapid tackled by

“many mid-Atlantic paddlers:AmericarsWhitewater launched a
L AL

new project to improve'river access at the river’s take-out near

Harpers Ferry, WV.
Photo by Justin Abel

multiple state and federal jurisdictions,
a narrow gorge, and an active rail-line
conspire to make river access challenging
and often confusing for non-commercial
paddlers. Harpers Ferry National Historical
Park provides three parking spaces for
non-commercial paddlers at a suitable
take-out. Other paddlers typically make
a risky dash across active train tracks to
limited parking spaces at another location.
The Staircase Section of the Shenandoah
River and Needles Section of the Potomac
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Workers build an access trail on the Middle Fork Snoqualmie in 2004 on one of

American Whitewater’s first access projects in the Pacific Northwest. Today, we are
working with local land managers to make additional access improvements.

Photo by Thomas O’Keefe

are recreational and natural gems, but
providing access to and from these
rivers that is commensurate with their
quality has fallen through jurisdictional
cracks for decades. Solutions exist that
could welcome the public to enjoy these
national treasures.

American Whitewater has solicited the
support of the National Park Service’s Rivers
Trails Conservation Assistance (“RTCA”)
Program to help the paddling community
create and implement a river management
plan that crosses jurisdictional boundaries
and welcomes paddlers to enjoy the river.
RTCA has agreed to take the project on,
but the project is contingent on significant
local engagement by the paddling
community. We’re confident that the
paddling community will rally, and we’ll
be there to help create lasting river access
improvements on these two great rivers.

4. River Access in the
Northwest and California

To be strong and effective advocates
for free-flowing rivers, paddlers need to
be able to get out on the water. In the
ten years since American Whitewater
established regional offices in California
and the Pacific Northwest, we’ve been
hard at work improving public access to
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rivers throughout the Far West. In that
time, we’ve planned and broken ground
on numerous projects and developed
strong relationships with local and regional
agencies. The result? On-the-ground
access improvements for paddlers and the
general public.

From completing projects that have been
in the works for years and planning new
ones, to improving overall guidance and
practices for building river access, American
Whitewater will be busy with access in
2015. Here are some of the projects we’ll
be working on:

Building: We've already broken ground
and will be completing access projects in
Washington on Canyon Creek and on the
Nooksack, Skykomish, Snoqualmie, Sauk,
Sultan and White Salmon Rivers; in Oregon
on the Clackamas River; and on the North
Fork Feather River in California. Thanks
to members that have made generous
contributions for specific access projects,
we’ll see these to completion this year.

Planning: We're currently planning projects
on the Nooksack, Suiattle, and Middle Fork
Snoqualmie Rivers in Washington, the
Hood and Clackamas Rivers in Oregon and
the South Fork American River in California.

Best Practices: We’ve worked closely with
river managers and highway engineers
on the access projects mentioned above.
Over the years, American Whitewater has
identified a need for additional guidance
and best practices for access site design,
development and management. In 2015,
we will begin to develop this guidance with
the goal of sharing it with engineers, land
management agencies and land trusts,
ensuring that future projects will be more
effective at meeting access goals.

Policy: In California, the state
transportation department (Caltrans) is
required to consider and report on the
feasibility of providing public river access
for recreational purposes when a new state
highway bridge is built across a river. In
2015, American Whitewater will work to
institute similar policies in other western
states and develop a model that can be
applied across the country.

Private Access: Paddlers in the Pacific
Northwest enjoy rivers that flow through
large tracts of private commercial
forestlands. Increasingly, these lands are
no longer locally owned or managed, and
gates have gone up in places that had been
accessible to the public for many years.
While private landowners have the right
to restrict access to their land, American
Whitewater will pursue policy initiatives
that will provide incentives for private
landowners to provide public access. In
other cases we will support establishing
community forests, where management
is more responsive to community interests
and values for improved public access,
protection of water quality, and sustainable
timber practices.

Our access work is largely supported by
your membership and contributions, and
we appreciate your support!

5. Protecting Southwestern
Streamflows

The Southwestern U.S. is home to diverse
river systems and some of the most hidden
whitewater destinations in the country.

americanwhitewater.org



Rivers like the Upper Gila (NM), Verde
(AZ), San Rafael (UT,) or White (CO/UT)
provide rare, multi-day river trips enjoyed
by paddlers from around the country.
Unfortunately, lesser-known runs like these
are threatened by dams and reservoirs that
would de-water miles of river downstream.
Using the information collected from
participants in our 2014 flow surveys,
American Whitewater is working to protect
these rivers from the full impact of water
development schemes and reservoir re-
operations, and ensure that there will be
enough stream flow to sustain paddling
opportunities, river health, and the rivers’
wild character.

6. Wild & Scenic Northeast
Rivers

The rivers of the northeast are dotted with
dams. Some are used for hydropower or
flood control, but many are obsolete
obstructions that damage river ecosystems
and diminish recreation opportunities for
boaters. American Whitewater is launching
a new initiative to protect Northeastern
rivers through the Northeast Wild & Scenic
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New Mexico’s Gila River, one of several southwestern gems threatened in 2015.

Photo by Larry Rice

River Caucus, a regional effort to support
river designations from the Missisquoi
River in northern Vermont through the
Tarrifville Gorge section of the Farmington
River in Connecticut. This effort willinclude
rivers in the White Mountains Region in
New Hampshire and the Green Mountains
Region in Vermont. We're looking forward
to working with our partners to protect
some of the Northeast’s most treasured
rivers!

7. Protecting Rivers On Public
Lands

There are over 70,000 dams in the United
States and only 203 rivers protected from
dams by the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.
Fortunately, the Forest Service and Bureau
of Land Management (“BLM”) can protect
special rivers by declaring them “eligible” or
“suitable” for Wild and Scenic designation.
This agency action offers some good interim
protection for rivers while we work with
Congress towards permanent protections.
The best time to have rivers deemed eligible
is during Forest Service and BLM planning
efforts, which gives paddlers a solid chance
at protecting their favorite rivers. American

The Tarrifville Gorge section of the Farm-
ington River (CT) is just one of many rivers
in the Northeast that AW is working to

protect as Wild and Scenic.
Photo by William Duncan

Whitewater has been stepping up in a big
way across the country to secure new
river protections through this process. In
2014 we successfully advocated for new
rivers to be considered for protection,
found some areas where the agencies are
overlooking rivers worthy of protection,
and even uncovered instances where the
agencies are attempting to wrongly release
rivers from protection. 2015 will be huge
for our work to protect Wild and Scenic
streams—and we’ll need your help! We'll
be actively working on the Inyo, Sierra,
and Sequoia (CA), Okanogan-Wenatchee
(WA), Nez Perce, Clearwater, Panhandle
(ID), Kootenai, Flathead, Lewis & Clark,
Gallatin (MT), Nantahala, and Pisgah (NC)
National Forests. On the BLM side we’ll
be engaged in Wild and Scenic planning
in Western Oregon, and on the Arkansas,
Colorado, and Dolores Rivers in Colorado,
and Utah’s Green River. All told, we are
aiming to protect well over 100 awesome
whitewater rivers. Paddler comments to
these Forests and BLM units advocating
for these rivers, and sharing your values
and perspectives firsthand, is extremely
valuable. Keep an eye on the American
Whitewater website and Facebook page
for opportunities to share your knowledge
and passion for these rivers.



8. Protecting Free-Flowing
Rivers Across the Northwest
With abundant rainfall, high gradient, and
proximity to population centers, rivers
of the Pacific Northwest have always
been attractive targets for hydropower
developers, and their dreams for new
dams have not gone away. The pressure
for new hydropower continues, as ideas for
new projects spring up more quickly than
old inefficient projects can be removed.
In 2015, American Whitewater will work
both proactively and defensively to protect
free-flowing rivers in the region. We are
part of several campaigns to protect rivers
under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act,
and we serve a leadership role in many
of these. In Washington, we’re actively
working to protect the Nooksack River,
including all forks of the Nooksack and
major tributaries; Illabot Creek; and the
Wild Olympics, which includes 19 rivers and
their major tributaries. In Oregon, we’re
seeking protection for the Molalla River; the
Owyhee Canyonlands, which will include
expanded Wild and Scenic designation;
and Wild and Scenic protection for the
major tributaries for the Rogue River.
We'll also continue to seek protections for

North Caro/lna s North Harper Creek is one of many whitewater rivers the Forest
Service has overlooked for Wild and Scenic eligibility. American Whitewater is working
to protect North Harper and over 100 other whitewater rivers across the country with

Wild and Scenic designation.
Photo by Chris Clark

rivers in Montana through the Montana
Headwaters Campaign. Additionally, we
will continue to fight proposals for new
hydropower development on rivers like the

The Dungeness River in Was-hingtpﬁ is one of several

that would be, prmtected with Wild Olymplcs legislation.

Photo by Thomas O’Keefe
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Skykomish and Ernie’s Gorge on the North
Fork Snoqualmie in Washington.




9. Restoring Flows to
Colorado’s Dolores River

In 2015, American Whitewater will work
to implement new guidelines for dam
releases on the Dolores River, helping
restore whitewater boating opportunities
and native fish habitats through the
Ponderosa Gorge, Snaggletooth Rapid, and
the wild river canyons between Slickrock
and Bedrock. For many years, we have
worked to improve flows in the Dolores
River below McPhee Reservoir, and in 2014
American Whitewater and a small group
of water interests in southwest Colorado
completed a new management plan that
will help recover native fish and whitewater
boating opportunities for over 100 miles
of the river. The plan was developed in
conjunction with a proposal to designate
the Lower Dolores River as a National
Conservation Area, and will protect and
enhance the river’s values by improving
how releases are made from McPhee Dam.
With a good snowpack in Colorado’s San
Juan Mountains this winter, we expect to
announce a spring release that will provide
optimal boating opportunities for at least
five days, while reestablishing a healthy
river channel and native fishery. Watch
American Whitewater’s Facebook page and
website for updates on the Dolores River.

10. Promoting Healthy Rivers

in the Northeast Through
Hydropower Relicensing

From the Green River Dam in northern
Vermont to the dams along the mainstem
of the Connecticut River and its tributaries,
American Whitewater is working hard to
ensure that paddlers’ voices are heard
in FERC relicensing proceedings and that
boating opportunities are enhanced
and flows are restored. Through our
involvement with the hydropower
relicensing process, we will create new
boating opportunities and restore entire
sections of rivers. Last year, we celebrated
20 years of whitewater releases on the
Deerfield River in Massachusetts. In 2015,
we will begin another relicensing effort on
the same section of river, seeking to protect
and expand the boating opportunities
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A rafter negotiates the lower Dolores River’s Snaggletooth Rapid at high flows. With
enough water, in 2015 there will be more opportunities like this one.

Photo by Nathan Fey

that we obtained in the prior settlement
agreement. Balancing power generation
with all other beneficial uses will ensure
that our Northeastern rivers are preserved
to be enjoyed by future generations
of paddlers.

Conclusion

So there they are, our 2015 Top 10 River
Stewardship issues! There is a direct role
for our members (that would be you) in
each of these projects. Your membership
dollars and donations directly fund this
work. Your emails and calls to decision
makers when we ask for them can help
these projects succeed. Showing up to a
public meeting or hearing is hugely helpful.
Your photos, videos, and stories about
the rivers featured in these projects help
build public awareness and enthusiasm
for project goals. We hope to offer a
meaningful way for each of our members

Hydropower relicensing provides us with
an opportunity to protect treasured
boating opportunities like those on the
Deerfield River (MA).

Photo by Bruce Lessels

to engage in these projects in 2015, and
look forward to sharing some successful
outcomes that benefit the rivers and all
who enjoy them. Stay tuned to our web-
page or social media channels for updates
throughout the year!
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_ What happened with American Whitewater’s 2014
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1. Wild Olympics Conservation
Initiative

N JANUARY REPRESENTATIVE Kilmer and

Senator Murray reintroduced the Wild

Olympics Wilderness & Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act of 2014. The legislation would
permanently protect more than 126,000
acres of ancient and mature forests on
the Olympic National Forest as wilderness
and 19 Olympic Peninsula rivers and their
major tributaries as Wild and Scenic. Gary
Korb described the Olympic Peninsula as a
“whitewater paradise, a land of towering
mountains where rivers drop as much as
5,000 feet in 20 miles on their way to the
sea,” with more than 70 runs from Class |
to Class VI. While the bill did not receive
a hearing this past session of Congress,
Representative Kilmer has emerged as a
strong champion for wild rivers and has
joined Senator Murray as a true friend to
the whitewater paddling community. Wild
Olympics will continue to be a priority
in 2015.

2.Colorado River Access &
Flood Recovery
In 2014 several ballot initiatives threatened
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American Whitewater’s efforts to secure
water rights that will benefit recreation and
river health in Colorado. These initiatives
would have created sweeping changes to
Colorado water rights law and jeopardized
the State’s Instream Flow Protection
Program. Fortunately, we helped prevent
these initiatives from taking hold and
Colorado water law remains unchanged.
On the flood-recovery front, paddlers
dedicated significant time and resources
rebuilding local river access and recreational
facilities