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' Forum

Ch...ch...ch...CHANGES!

"Turn and face the strange changes.” bavid Bowie

By Bob Gedekoh

Beginning with thisissue | will besharing the
editorship of American Whitewaterwithmy young
friend Ambrose Tuscano. After ten yearsaloneat
the helm o this peculiar ship, | welcome the
company. This means that | will have more time
to think, more time to write my own articles,
moretimeto get wasted and raise hell, moretime
to chase women and, most importantly, more
time to kayak. And it means that Ambrose will
havelesstimetodoal of those things, which is
good, because those things were starting to get
him into trouble!

Ambrose's father and | started kayaking to-
gether about fifteenyearsago. BackthenAmbrose
didn't want much to do with whitewater. All he
wanted to do was play hockey. Naturally, we fig-
ured he was going to grow up to be areal wuss.
Then one spring day when he was about sixteen,
Ambrosedecided that hewantedtolearnto kayak.
Aweek later he paddled the Upper Yough. About
aweek after that it became obvious that he was
morefearlessand afar better paddler than hisdad.
It took Ambrose a little longer than that to get
better than me. (But not much.)

Sincethen Ambrosehas paddledriversall over

Ambroseisalittle too big for Tricky Whu, but he
isjust theright sizefor extreme boating, since he
isfar too bigtofitinto any siphons. Hespent last
summer following Roc Skribar down classic Class
V runsin Cdifornia, then went slumming and
paddled the Grand Canyon this fall. Now he is
back in the Sierras, working in the ski industry
(ski bum) and waiting for the rivers to rise so he
can set aworld record by running a falls sixinches
higher than the one Teo ran.

Ambrose graduated from Davidson College
last spring with a major in Field Biology. (Aside
to certain WVU students who kayak, it only took
him four years.) Asbest | can tell he minored in
paddling the Green River. He spent a semester
doing fieldwork (and, of course, kayaking) in
CodtaRica. Likehisparents, Ambroseisagranola
eating vegetarian tree-hugger. But he doesdrink
Coke when they aren't around. Heisaso one of
theworld's foremost expertson the mechanics o
bluebird fornication.

Ambroseisadevoted fan of Britney Spearsand
the World Wrestling Federation. In fact, he re-
cently had a picture of Britney and The Rock
tattooed on his hind end.

ing enough for most normal purposes, but he
does have a girlfriend and she has a gun and
knows how to use it.

Ambroseisno stranger to the pages o Ameri-
can Whitewater. He has contributed several ar-
ticlesand served asan Associate Editor for about
ayear. HeisBobby Miller's personal editor and he
aspiressome day to beaskedto join Bobby Miller's
posse. Ambrose really loves poems about
whitewater and hopes that you will al send him
sometoedit. Unlikeme, Ambroseactually knows
when it is appropriate to use a semi-colon.

The Staff and members o the American
Whitewater Board are also very excited that
Ambrose has agreed to come on board as Co-
Editor of thismagazinebecause, likeme, Ambrose
will work for nothing. Besides, they think heis
less perverted than | am and will be a good
influenceon the magazineand me. They think he
will keep mefrom publishing nasty things. Boy,
arethey infor abig surprise. Waittill they read
hisfirst Forum! Youwon't find stuff like that in
Paddler!

Asfor me, I'm really looking forward to our
collaboration. Betweenthetwo of usweshould be
ableto come up with all sorts o wild and twisted
ideas. By thistime nextyear American Whitewater
will be the most talked about whitewater maga-
zineintheworld. And quite possibly every hair on
AW Executive Director RisaShimoda's head will

the country.” Siamding &7 wiih size 15 et Ambroseissingle, very smart, and good look-  be white 2 cnow
— e .

Ployy Before You FPoay

So you've seen the latest kayaks, canoes, and playboats. You've read the reviews,
studied the specs, and eyed the edges. But what you really want is to get your feet
wet. At NOC, our paddling professionals understand this need to try before you buy,
which is why our Wesser Outfitter's Store has an unbelievable stock of demo boats.
Stop by our store, and we'll be happy for you to take a few out for a test-paddle.

And when you buy a new boat from NOC, you'll also get a free one-year member-
ship to American Whitewater, including six issues of this magazine. That's a $25
value! So you can paddle a brand new boat and help protect America's rivers, all at
the same time. (Sorry, but this offer does not include used or sale boats. New
memberships only.)

Martt Maothes on ffie Wave
behund ffie NOC store.

Three Restaurants ® Outfitter's Store & Mail Order ® Ropes Course
Mountain Bike Rentals ® Whitewater Rafting on 6 Southeastern Rivers

(8o00) 232-7238 * www.rnoc.cona
Locofed o~ ffie Nanfotriate River
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1872 MNantahala
andodo

LT

Cenler

30 Years of Outdoor Adventure
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m Forum

e By Ambrose Tuscano

airy Peter wasthekind of manwho
attracted attention wherever he
went—and it wasn't just his size
either. Heseemed to rub people the wrong
way; you might say he was abit coarse. It was
not uncommontofind himat the take-out of
a popular river in the midst of a crowd of
p$%%ed off boaters. The big Hairy Peter, a
head taller thantherest, would gesturecock-
ily at his fellow paddlers, until they looked
likea pack o rabid dogswith hackles raised.
Now, what, you might ask, could one
boater say that could offend hiscomradesso?
Well with Hairy, it could be any of alaundry
list of issuesthat might drive his mild-man-
nered boating partners to sputtering and
speakingintongues. Sometimesit was some-
thing as innocent as, "Tell me you redly
believe the Cheat's a better run today than it
was fifteen yearsago."

"ButHairy," ableeding-heart boaterwoul d
protest in dishelief, "back thenthe Cheat was
the dirtiest river in the east.”

Withapatronizingsmile Hairy would say,
"Y esh, but Coliseum was so much better."

What redlly got hisfriends' collective goat,
however, was his stance on dams. Hisviews
even managed to offend boaterswhofell into
the moderate Republican camp. After re-
turning from a commercia trip down the
Grand Canyon, Hairy was heard to claim
that, asmarvel ousasthe Canyon was, hewas
more impressed with the Hoover Dam, just
downstream. "Haveyou guys ever seen that
thing,” he asked in awe. "To me it's the
greatest achievement of mankind. It's a
symbol of our domination of the earth."

ToHairy Peter,adammed runwasjust as
good asafree-flowing one. "Takethe North
Fork o the Blackwater, for instance," he
would argue, "it's a great run, but the Nar-
rows of the Green's better because it runsall
summer.” It was Hairy's view that boaters
should stop fighting with power companies.
"Instead," he said, "we should get down on
our knees and thank them for dependable
water." In his opinion, there was a natural
balance to the world of whitewater: dams
would be built for profit and groups like
American Whitewater would fight their con-
struction and nag at their operators for rec-
reational releases. There was no need to
interfere at all, he would say, just let these
forces battle it out and reap the benefits.

All d this tedious background on Hairy
Peter isnecessary only to explain how, at the
agedf 24, hefound himself alienated fromall
o his potential boating partners on the en-
tire east coast. He had begun boatingin up-
state New Y ork, been forced by lack of friends

Hairy geter

AND THE
PORCELAIN
THRONE

r.l
n—
to Morgantown, fled West Virginia for
Asheville and finaly reached his ultimate,
friendless dilemma: boating alone was dan-
gerous. The day this point became painfully
obvious to him he was dragging his boat
down to the put-in trail to the Green for
another lonely solo run. Suddenly he heard
a rumbling sound coming from up the hill.
He turned around just in time to dodge a
kayak, skipping madly down thetrail. Ashe
stood there frozen in shock another boat
cameflyingoutof thetreestohisright, sailed
off the bank, and smacked him right in his
mid-section. Hairy doubled over inagony as
aherd o Greenregulars cheered loudly from
their position up thetrail, thinking they had
scored adirect hit. Totheir disappointment
Hairy only suffered a couple o broken ribs.

After the ribs healed, Hairy knew it was
timetosetoutfor newterritory. Hisfacewas
posted in so many kayak shops and cheap
riverside bars in his favorite eastern towns
that he did not dare continue boating any
water flowingintotheAtlantic. Thesolution
wasobvious. Hairy would haveto set out for
California. Whilehewassuspiciousd astate
madefamousforitsliberal sentiments, Hairy
figured there must be some sensible people
livingthere. Afterall, Californiasriverswere
some o the most heavily dammed in the
world. "Obvioudy," he thought, "someone
outtherehastheir head screwed onstraight."

When Hairy stepped off the plane in Sac-
ramento, he felt an enthusiasm that he had
not known for years. Something about corn-
ing west made him feel like hewason asort
of whole-body Viagra. He was humming to
himself ashe made hisway to baggage claim.
The first bag to roll onto the conveyor belt
was his paddling gear. Ashewaded intothe
crowd about the carousel, hewasstunned to
see a hand reach out and snatch his bag.
Hairy started shoving his way through the
press of travelers, trying to keep sight of his
bag. Behind him he heard someone mutter,
"What a d$#k!”

As Hairy started gaining on the thief, he
wasstruck by the unmistakable fact that she

wasawoman. He nearly marched right upto
her and spun her around forcefully, but fortu-
nately herealized hismistake justintime: the
bag was not his. Instead, in his most suave
voice he tried one of his bombproof pick-up
lines. "I think | see some good hard paddling
inyour future," he crooned.

"That's a good one," she said, laughing.
"You must be a boater."

"How didyou guess," Hairy askedinamaze-
ment.

"| think your deazy line blew your cover,"
the woman answered.

"Sowhat bringsyou to California," Hairy
asked, with somethingcloseto genuineinter-
estin hisvoice. Truth to tell, hewasshocked
that she hadn't tried to smack him.

"I'm doing afeasibility study," she replied
with asmile.

"A what?" he asked, puzzled.

"You know, afirst descent," shesimplified.

"Oh," he laughed, "why didn't you say so
before. Actualy, I'm looking for someone to
boat with. Mind if | tag along? I'm a pretty
good Class V paddler — after all, my name is
Hairy."

Shestared at him, tryingtoabsorball of the
information. "I guess I'd have to ask John,"
shefinally answered. "He's in charge of every-
thing, after all. By theway, my name's Patty."

A look o disappointment flashed across
Hairy's face as they shook hands. Obviously,
this John was the boss of her. But Hairy
admired such devotion and subservience in
women. He immediately began plotting to
steal her for hisown.

Fivehoursand many drinkslater Hairy and
Patty stumbled out of a Sacramento night-
club. They were laughing and Hairy had his
arm around her shoulders. So inevitably they
weaved their way to a nearby hotel, and the
rest, as they say, was history.

Atthisjuncture, abit of background onour
new character is warranted. Patty, or more
formally Patty Busch, was the daughter of a
wealthy beer tycoon. Having been fed her
family'shorribleproduct from her baby bottle,
by age 4 she was on record as the youngest
acoholic child ever. The condition realy
didn't bother Patty much in her lifeas ava
grant kayaker, though. Infact, reliable statis-
tics show that shewasonly ten years ahead of
the average paddler in this respect.

Hairy, no stranger to macrobrew himself,
hadwillingly become heavily intoxicated ashe
and Patty paintedthetown. Andsohehadonly
hisownself to blamewhen hewokeupthenext
morning with a murderous headache.

The first thing he heard when he came to
full consciousness (besides the pounding in
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his skull) wasafemale voice talking. Open-
ing hiseyesdowly, he discovered that it was
Patty speaking into the receiver of the hotel
telephone. Evidently Hairy was only catch-
ingthetail end of her conversation, because
just as he attempted (and failed) to sit up,
Patty said, "Wl then welll see you tonight,
John."

The mention of this name drove Hairy
intofitsdf jealousy. “So you weretalking to
him again," he almost groaned.

"Well, yeah. | do still want to boat."

"Why can't you just boat with me," he
asked plaintively.

"Because if we aren't part of the official
AW flow study, wedon't getontheStanislaus.
And John's running the show, comprende?"

At this point, Hairy's knee-jerk political
views came spewing out of his mouth (fol-
lowed shortly by more substantial matter).
The rest, as they say, was history.

Afterwards, Hairy may have had what
amounted to slight feelings of regret. He
really had a hard time distinguishing these
from his stomach's attempts to jump out of
his chest cavity. Maybethishadn't been the
proper time to espouse his views on such

Youghiogheny River

Jimmy Blakney
= River Rescue Clinics
= Slalom Clinics

Instructors

355 River Road Conf luence,

sissy liberal organizations as American
Whitewater. Perhaps Patty just hadn't been
mature enough to understand his opinions.
Andthenagain, maybeHairy had just thrown
away two opportunities of alifetime. Surely
he would never get a chance to paddle this
new stretch of the Stanislaus that was being
explored. Evenif thedamnable organization
could secure a few releases, Hairy's high-
minded principleswould never allow himto
go near the river. Also, memories of Patty
would forever be so closely associated with
thenameitself, that hecould barely stand to
think about the river.

These and other gruesome thoughts
plagued Hairy al morning and afternoon as
he knelt alone on the floor o the hotel
bathroom. Toacasual observer he may have
appeared to beaguilty parishioner, praying
toaholy statueforforgiveness. Butin redity
hewasjust onesick d$i#k. Lestyoufeel too
sorry for him, though, let me remind you
that Hairy Peter wasno stranger to the Por-
celain Throne.

The moral of thisstory: don't be a Hairy
Peter; support American Whitewater.

PA 15424 800/261-6991
. Riversporton/ine. com

nSILOU WeD SIte o7 e, Riverspor tonline, ol
—"alkin' about Good|T|mes & Great Expeneno&s:

= Instructional Facility with camping located on the

= Progressive Kids Kamps Programs
= Professional Rodeo Clinics featuring Erica Mitchell &

= Small classes with Certified ACA &American Red Cross

= Women's Adventure Programs
= Parent & Child Family Paddling Week

liquidiogic
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Join us in 2002 as we celebrate our 30th Anniversary!

Whitewater School

You'll thrive in 1- to 14-day courses with the industry's top instructors. Our legendary
whitewater program offers intensive instruction for novice to advanced paddlers. Stay in
comfortable cabin lodging, eat delicious meals, and get a discount at our famous
Outfitter's Store... it's paddling heaven! Here's a sampling of our 2002 schedule:

Rapid Progressions™: Learn to Paddle, Guaranteed
Steep Creek Technique

Ocoee Advanced Playboating

Kids' Week

Chile—the most comfortable trips to this famous destination!

Store Catalo

Call the paddling experts in Mail Order for a free catalog or shop online. Check out our
new website for the latest boats and gear, outfitting and repair tips, gear selection
advice, gift certificates, and special sales.

Remember, AWA members get a 10% discount (excluding boats, bikes, and sale items)
from NOC Retail.

3 Restaurants ® Outfitter's Store & Mail Order
Mountain Bike Rentals ® Ropes Course
Whitewater Rafting on 6 Southeastern Rivers

Outdoor

MY (300) 232-7238

30 Years of Outdoor Adventure nrond.noec.comn

Bhutan
Nepal
France

New Zealand

Vil=Vila's'
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dventure, com
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bring? Itis a bittoo early to tell,
yetwhile the snow is falling in
Kooski or Burlington, you may ca-
sually be planning a Spring trip. In
the southern Appalachians or
Cascadia, you will likely be run-
ning rainfall and loving it.

Wherever you are, you know
that later in the year you will see
all of your old friends on some
predictable controlled flow runs:

¢ The Nantahalawill float thousands per
day and introduce many lifetime boat-
erstothetreat rivers provide our body
and soul.

o TheTallulahwill runthefirsttwo week-
endsin April and thefirst three week-
ends in November. This will be the
second no permit 'evaluation’ year, af-
ter which we hope to initiate a long-
term plan that meets boater expecta-
tions and minimizes environmental
impact.

North Fark Festh

harc

¢ OntheNorth Fork Featherinnorthern
California(ClasslI-IV), you'll beableto
count on runsfor thefirst time in half
acentury! The Rock Creek and Cresta
sectionswill runin June. Afteryearsof
meetings, wefinalized our agreement
with PG&E last October.

¢ TheMiddleOcoeewill startupinMarch
and run according to the scheduled
TVA posts...

On the other hand,

¢ TheSouthFork Americanwill runfrom
...well...uh...

e The Forks d the Kern will run, but
you'll needto takeaff onaFriday toget
a permit.

e John's Creek will be running and you
can't boat it.

 The Sky will be running but you'll not
be putting-in at Sunset Fallsand there
will be the issue of crowding on rail-
road property.

* You'll wonder how long and hard the
fightwill beto save Canada'swhitewater
crown jewels.

Ocoee

Risa Shimoda
Executive Director
American Whitewater

In other words, we'veaccomplished alot,
and there's more to do.

Beforethewinter thaws, think about how
you can help your local and favorite rivers.
Thereisalot o work to be done... and that
meanswe need you! You can make a differ-
ence. If any river or issue update in the
journal this month raisesyour temperature,
contact us, and we'll do somework together,
for the sake df your rivers.

Whileweareon thesubject ofvolunteers,
meet the new AW Board members for 2002.
They were profiled intheNovember/Decem-
ber journal and we are indeed fortunate to
have their experience and skills on board.
Help me welcome Eric Eichberg, Sarah
Stephenson, Aaron Pruzan, Dave Cernicek,
and Pam Fitz with your support of their past
volunteerism and willingness to personally
invest in AW. How can you help them,
fiduciaries of the organization? Become a
monthly donor, help organize afund-raiser,
trainto beajudge at an AW Freestyle event,
work onaloca riverissue. Thankstoyouall.

Tallulah
-.-J ’

American Whitewater v January ® February 2002



Qotjit Yoor Beat...& Impreve Yoor Paddling!

West Vyf'glmn s Largest Sclection of:

ayak Scheg
. Whitewster Kayoks ond |:l;-.1"|.ll'|. inc Begimeer - Advanced,
o Recreational Towring Boots by: Playboating, Rodes, Squirt, Creekbooting,
Percaption # Dogga ® Pripn # Riol ACA River Resque, lnstructar & Privale lnstroction
ey Bimo = T e =0 1 NG (@ 24 Adventure Center
m m h with www,ooerafloom 'owa him
River Gear Accessories by: £88-223-7238

Lot = Hormomy = Bombet Goeor = Yakima » Stohlqust
» Weenar » Mounioin Surf » Tevo = Lidds = Rack Hed:
» Gratwhd Heods » Lightring » Ropidshyle = Eokort

We Do Trade-ins!

Try ot the est boaits fir,
i,-‘"il}' Bﬂfi then buy your loy!
'ﬂq’ﬂ- w— .._PE Yoo hq’[
in the New River Gerge,
Southern West Firgini

Lt bp Tomery Hosd

",

., HEANTYF HREEETELIE RFPRTER
o

Beouty Mountoin Sperts 1-B88-SURF-WVA « (B88-787-3987) Monthly Wﬁ”mﬂ

Lonsing Rd, Lansing, WV WWW.Beauty h'll"'ll'lf'1ll'l":"_’1l.'lrf. {DM Web Specials!

PerformanceVouCan
—{hth The Seat of YourPant

It's tough o quantdy the
perterminge ol & beal Toe
can't paape i with nemberi
ad praphs. 15 the focling
_ o control and manuevirabebty
= you have when you'e on the
~ rwe I something you Just know.

e

u
L brnt saar bl 5 4w Bhe

AIRE wfunbles gve you that gut-
bevel samfacan, Our hoats are designed | ughers] o Lhe wal rr amd
ta erve up bigh performance that puts weBach it up
3 wmde an pawr B2 and offer bomb-proof
derabelity ta keep pow amiling for years to come.

l...rdﬂ

P LT R TR

} / ﬁ ‘d PO Box 3412-AU = Barse 1D 03103
Phone 208 3441506 = Far 000 101 IFE

American Whitewater v January * February 2002



Dear Editor:

Thanks for "The Danger of Boating with
Others" by R Moldover (Sept. 2001). It's about
time someone pointed out the dark side of
group dynamics on the river. Macho behavior,
peer pressure, misunderstandings, miscom-
munication, boat collisions, missing scoutsto
keep up with the group, ignoring your own
safety during rescueattempts, being more con-
cerned about personal humiliation than per-
sonal safety, etc., etc. None d these problems
arecaused by theriver and noneof these things
happen on solo trips. They are al created by
group dynamics and have undoubtedly con-
tributedto many fatal accidentsover theyears.

Sincethese problemsaredll relatedto basic
human nature, they are not about to go away.
But if they are pointed out to us (asMoldover
has), we can learn to recognize them and take
steps to protect ourselves from their dangers.

But the most dangerous dynamic o group
trips, ironicaly, is the thing we all like best
about groups, that comfortable, securefeeling
d boating together with friends. Having faith
in the group is a great confidence builder. It
alowsusto do thingswewould not feel com-
fortabledoing aloneand serves uswell in situ-
ations where rescues are easy. But the same
feelings can work against us when the rapids
get more dangerous and the possibility of res-
cue gets more remote. In these situations, the
comfort o friendscanworkagainst us, offering
little more then a tranquilizing effect that
alowsusto put aside our fearsand paddieinto
oblivion. Even after 19 years d both solo and
group boating, | am occasionaly amazed, and
disturbed, to find mysalf blindly following an-
other boater intosomethingthat | would never
run alone without shore scouting.

How often does this lead to serious prob-
lems?You can get an idea just by asking your-
sdf if any given accident victim would have
gone solo on that same run. If they would not
have been doing this stuff alone, then clearly
group dynamics played an enabling rolein the
tragedy. My guess is that this insidious prob-
lem isacontributing factor in at least 70%to
80% o all fatal whitewater accidents.

Sowhat canwedotoalleviatethisproblem?
Boating alone is one solution. It also elimi-
natesal | those other problemsof group dynam-
ics and offers large helpings o freedom and
adventure as well. But solo trips are not for
everyone. Humansarenot really designed tobe
alone, and almost al boaters get uncomfort-
ablewithout others to share the experience.

For the great majority, who prefer to boat
with others, the solution is simply a better
understanding o who isresponsiblefor whose
safety. Weareal| told that, except for children,
we are responsible for our own safety on the
river. But, aside from solo boaters, few ever
think about what this realy means. Quite
bluntly what it meansisif you dieon the river
it's your own fault. And if you die on a group
trip, it's because you not only misjudged the
river and/or your skills, but you also misjudged

Letters

the ahility o your group to rescue you.
Thegroupwill dwaystry to rescueyou (for
hero points if nothing else) but there are
limits to what any given group can do in any
given situation. It's up to you to determine
what those limitsare. If you need arescueand
they can't doit, for whatever reason, thenyou
made a bad mistake. And you might pay for it
with your life, just like twenty some other
boaters did in thefirst half o thisyear.
Being on the river with agroup o friends
can beawonderful thing, but we must guard
against the many problems d group dynam-
ics. And, most importantly, we must never let
thewarm glow df trust and friendship confuse
the issue of accountability. We are each re-
sponsiblefor our own safety. Always

W. Scott Morris
Santa Fe, N. Mex.

“Not an issuefor
Denial”

Dear Editor,

As has been reported elsewhere we have
learned with great sadness of the death of
Stephen Korinchak, 28 o Gibsonia, Pennsyl-
vania, while paddling in Ecuador. Steve was
paddling with a top shelf outfitter, and the
river, the Papallactawasat alow level. Inthe
midst of aClassIiI+ rapidtherewasalog that
stretched diagonally across the current, ap-
parently invisible. Stevewentfirstand pinned,
head just out d the water. His boat never
folded, but the log was across the cockpit,
making it impossible for Steve to get hislegs
out or remove his sprayskirt. His boat then
shifted, putting hishead under water. Heroic
effortssucceeded infreeing himin “2-5” min-
utes, but Steve was dead and could not be
revived.

Thisistruly awful. Notonly alossdf life,
but in circumstances that would normally
seem so safe; superb guides on rivers they
know well, taking the time to scout even a
moderately difficult rapid. In short, sounds
like they did everything right. No one could
blame Steve, or apparently the outfitters, for
being foolhardy and "bringing it upon them-
seves" My sympathiesgo to the friends and
family and to the paddler himself.

This also makes me wonder how much
longer itwill be until the"PAS" (persona air
supply) becomesasstandard asthe PFD. The
2-5minutesit took to get him out o the boat
might have been survived even with a rudi-
mentary air supply. Samewould perhaps be
true with many o the flush drownings that
keep occurring. Pardon meif | am too melo-
dramatic, but despite al the advances in gear
and technique, westill paddle powerful rivers
only one breath from death. Acceptable, |
supposg, if therewereno choiceinthematter.

However, | notethat there now isa com-
mercialy available product (which| am not

connected with), which make a "PAS" In as
much asit iscommercialy available using it is
now only amatter o choiceand afew bucks; one
no longer has to be an inventor! Speaking of
"inventions," by the way, | will also note that
there areother systems, some more complicated
and expensive (like Spare Air - in the PFD), and
somesimpler (likethe tube through/ down the
paddle jacket -which to my knowledgewasfirst
tried out by theSnyder'sinthelate80s.) Neither
of these latter two has been commercialized for
kayaking, but I've played with my own crude
versions of the latter two and both work quite
nicely.

Scuba type re-breathers have been talked
about as well. | mention these items not to
promote any particular product, only to en-
courage considering their use and further de-
velopment.

O course, as will be pointed out, these
things have drawbacks. They cost some, (al-
though lessthan afuneral by alongshot!) They
areabit o extrabulk and hassle, and they need
to be practiced with to be used effectively in
emergencies. Aswell, they will clearly notwork
in al conceivable accidents, and they may in-
timidate the technophobes and irritate the tra-
ditionalists among us. Finaly, the wearer may
belooked upon asgeekish or timid by themacho
types. (Heavenforbid!)

Furthermore, in any discussion of the sub-
ject it will inevitably bestated that these devices
will encourage people to "run things they
shouldn't,” or "rely on them too much." Of
course, that same argument could be made for
the seat belt, but do you useyours? | must say
that the position abovestrikes me asa rational -
ization for denial. Kayaking denial takes the
form o either the"it won't happen to me" or "I
don't want to think it" syndrome.

Personally I'd opt for the presence d the
safety factors, run the same stuff, but with the
comfort d knowing that if the unforeseeable
(butclearly, not so unexpectable) occurred, and
the Grim Reaper came knocking on my door, I'd
haveat least achance d making himwait there
for absolutely as long as possible. Maybe, just
maybe, he'd get tired of waiting and go bother
someoneelse.

Dana Castro

Connecticut

Not Enough Beer?

Dear Editor,

DavidKrueger (L etters, TOOMUCH BEER???,
American Whitewater, November/December
2001) was concerned about the number o cans
o beer he calculated that Jeremy Deemand his
19 friends had taken on their seven day raft
trip—45 casesx 12 = 540, or 27 cans per person.
He probably should be twice as concerned be-
cause as most boaters know, there are 24 cans of
beer in acase!

Bill Stehlin Charlottesville, VA
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articlesand photos! Thisisa volunteer publication,
please cooperate and help us out. Do not send us
your material without a release - signed by all
authors and photographers(attached)!!!

Theeditorial staff of American \hitewater care-
fully reviewsall material submitted for publication.
We are particularly interested in receiving full-
lengthfeature articles, conservation and club news,
special eventannouncements, articlespertaining to
whitewater safety and short, humorous pieces.

Articles should fit our established format; that
is, they should bestylistically pattered tofitinto our
Features, AW Briefs, River Voices, Conservation
Currents, Safety Lines, Humor or End Notes sec-
tions. Exceptional photographsand whitewater car-
toons are also welcomed.

If possible, articles should be submitted on a
3-112-inch computer disk. (Microsoft Word if pos-
sible - others accepted.) Please do not alter the
margins or spacing parameters; use the standard
default settings. Send a printed copy o thearticleas
well.

Those without access to aword processor may
submit their articles typed. Please double space.

Photos may be submitted as slides, black or
whiteprints, or color prints. Kegpyour original sand

Release For Publication

Guidelines for Contributors

read S carefo s BEIORE Scnding os gy S8El 0s duplicates it possible; we cannot guaran- —

teethesafe return o your pictures. If youwant us
to return your pictures, include a self-addressed
stamped envelope with your submission. Because
we publishin black and white, photoswith alot of
contrast work best.

American Whitewater feature articles should
relateto some aspect ofwhitewaterboating. Please
do not submit articles pertaining to sea kayaking
or flat water. The best features have a definite
slant... or theme. They arenot merely chronologi-
cal recountings of river trips.

Open the story with an eye-catching lead, per-
haps by telling an interestinganecdote. Dialogue
should be used to heighten the reader's interest.
Don't just tell usabout theriver... tell usabout the
people on the river... develop them as characters.
Feature articlesshould not bewritteninthestyle
of aloca club newsletter.

If you are writing about a commonly paddied
river, your story should be told from a unique
perspective. Articles about difficult, infrequently
paddled, or exotic rivers are given special consid-
eration. Butwearealso interested in well written,
unusual articles pertaining to Class Il and IV
rivers as well. Feature stories do not have to be
aboutaspecificriver. Articlesabout paddling tech-
niques, theriver environment and river personali-

ties are also accepted. Pieces that incorporate
humor are especially welcome. Open boating and
rafting stories are welcome.

Don't be afraid to let your personality shine
through and don't be afraid to poke alittle fun at
yourself... and your paddling partners.

Profanity should be used only when it is abso-
|utely necessary to effectively tell astory; it isnot
our intent to offend our more sensitive members
and readers.

Please check all facts carefully, particularly
those regarding individuals, government agen-
cies, and corporationsinvolved in river accessand
environmental matters. You are legally respon-
sible for theaccuracy of such material. Makesure
names are spelled correctly and river gradients
and distances are correctly calculated.

Articleswill be edited at the discretion o the
editors tofit our format, length, and style. Expect
toseechangesin your article. Ifyou don’f wantus
toedit your article,don't sendit tous! Becauseof
our deadlines you will not be able to review the
editorial changeswe make prior to publication.

American Whitewater isnonprofit; the editors
and contributorsto American Whitewater are not
reimbursed. On rare occasions, by prearrange-
ment, professional writers receive a small hono-
rarium when they submit stories at our request.
Generally, our contributors do not expect pay-
ment, since most are members of AW, which isa
volunteer conservation and safety organization.

| understand that the contents of American Whitewater Magazine,

including my contribution, will bearchivedon theAmerican Whitewater

| hereby release my work (literary, graphicor photographic) for publica-
tion in American Whitewater magazine.

| understand that my work may be edited or cropped at the editors'
discretion.

| understand that | will not be paid for my work.

M | accept responsibility for theaccuracy of theinformation included in my
submission. | have not libeled or slandered any individual, corporation or
agency in thiswork.
| understand that all or someof my work may bereprinted at somefuture
date in an American Whitewater publication.
| promise that this material has not been and will not soon be published

another magazine or publication and the rights to this material are
clear and unrestricted.
| understand that once this material is printed in American Whitewater
itmay bereprinted or reproduced inother publicationsif | wish, providing
| notify them that it has already appeared in American Whitewater.

web site.
Signed -

Dae #

Thisrelease must besigned by all the contributing author(s), photographer(s)
and graphic artist(s).

Send your material to Bob Gedekoh, 8245 Mentor Road, Elizabeth, PA. 15037.
Please use regular first class postage.... Not certified mail.

You can vearive foreve..

..y planning a gift for
Protect and/or restore an endangered whitewater river Aml w] Whltewater

- ] SuEﬁort theworld's Ieadinﬂ whitewater orianizalion
Will
B bequests
stocks

Your gift can:
Secure permanent access o rivers for generations to come

rea estate
insurance

B trusts —

Please direct inquiries to Ken Ransford, attorney and CPA, 970-963-6800,
or by e-mail at ransford@csn.net.
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American Whitewater

Our mission is to conserve and restore
America's whitewater resources and to enhance
opportunities to enjoy them safely.

The American Whitewater (AW) is a national
organizationwith a membership consisting of
thousands of individual whitewater boating
enthusiasts, and more than 100 local paddling
club affiliates.

CONSERVATION: AW maintains a complete
nationa inventory of whitewater rivers, monitors
threats to those rivers, publishes information on
river conservation, provides technical advice to
local groups, works with government agencies
and other river users, and-- when necessary--
takes legal action to prevent river abuse.

American Whitewater
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RIVER ACCESS: To assure public access to
whitewater rivers pursuant to the guidelines pub-
lishedinitsofficial AccessPolicy, AW arrangesfor
river accessthrough private lands by negotiation
or purchase, seeks to protect the right of public

aEsage on all rivers amg m navigable by
ayaK or canoe, resists unjustitied restrictions on

government managed whitewater rivers andworks
withgovernmentagenciesand other river users fg

achieve these goals.

EDUCATION: Through publication of the bi-
monthly magazine, and by bther means, Ameri-

can Whitewater, | AW) provides information and
l‘ﬂ'tﬁ'm, abontwhitewater rivers, boaling safety,
technique and equipment. .

SAFETY: AW promotes paddling safely, pub-
lishesreportson whitewater accidents, maintains
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rivers (thelnternational Scale of Whitewater Dif-
ficulty) and publishes and disseminatesthe inter-
nationally recognized AW Whitewater Safety Code.
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@ Conservation

FERC Takes Balanced Approach
on Housatonic River, Connecticut

TheFedera Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC),
the agency overseeing private hydropower dams, re-
cently initiated aflurry of activity for therelicensing of
two hydroelectric projects located on the Housatonic
River. On October 10* the FERC issued "Additional
Information Requests” on theapplication submitted by
Northeast Generation Company (formerly Connecti-
cut Light and Power) for their hydropower facilitieson
theHousatonic River. OnOctober 19t the FERCissued
their intentto preparean Environmental | mpact State-
ment for these relicense proceedings. On October 237
the FERC released the second scoping document for
this proceeding.

S M

WHITEWATER SOURCE!

™
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"The relicensing of the Housatonic hydro projects has now
transitioned to the FERC arena" stated John Gangemi, American
Whitewater Conservation Director. "Clearly, the FERC has taken a
more balanced approach on resourceissuesin this proceeding. Prior
to thisthe Connecticut DEP has skewed instream flowsfor angling
interests at theexpenseof river restoration. Thestudiesrequested by
the FERCwill enable stakeholders to make sound decisions based on
objective information."

FERC’s prolific list of additional study requests, forty-three in
total, isindicative of adeficient license application from the utility.
Before any further decision can be made on Northeast Generation
Company's license application, theinformation and additional stud-
ies requested by FERC must be completed by the applicant. FERC
aso stated the application should include al comments of the
USF&W, EPA, National Park Service, American Whitewater, Trout
Unlimited, the Appalachian Mountain Club and others.

FERC wrote, "In order to assess the effects of the proposed flows
on the visua resources o the project area, please provide any
narratedvideotapes and other supporting datadf thewhitewater flow
studies at Falls Village and Bulls Bridge. If videotapes are not
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I Conservation

available, please provideany videotapesdf other studies (fish habitat,
instream flow analysis, etc.) that can be used to assess minimum
recreation flowsinthese reaches. Also, please consultwith appropri-
ate stakeholders, including the AMC and the American Whitewater
Affiliation, regarding acceptable minimum recreation flows for
whitewater boating experiences and report these results to the
Commission.”

FERC continued," Please quantify the economic costsand quali-
tative benefits of whitewater activity based on a range of flows,
including the proposed recreation flow and release schedule con-
tained in the license application and the release flows contained in
the Section 401 Water Quality Certificate. Please include in the
analysis the costsand benefits of whitewater boating as: (1) aflow of
2,300 cfs; (2)theflows based ontheschedul e of releases contained in
the license application; and (3) the flows required by the Water
Quality Certificate. Thisinformation is necessary to enable staff to
evaluatethe costversusbenefitsdf the proposed operational changes
which would enhance the whitewater recreation opportunities but
could reduce the project's power generation benefits. Note that
while the coststo implement such measures can usually be quanti-
fied, the benefits often cannot. Thus the benefits typically can be
described qualitatively."

Thedifficulty presented to American Whitewater and other stake-
holders concerned with improving river flows for recreation came
about asadirect failure of the Connecticut Department of Environ-
mental Protection to consider the balanced use of the resource.
Foolishly, the CDEPissued the401 Water Quality Certificate prior to
all studies being completed, thereby playing right into the hands o
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the utility. Their action advocated "run-of-river" operation and left
all bypassreachesinadegraded condition, clearly choosingtoignore
the economic benefits provided to the region by awell-established
boating public.

FERCwent on to request additional information on public access
andadiscussion d how the proposed recreation facilities may add to
or relieve congestion at Bull’s Bridge, and to assess the potential for
development in the project area. Other areas mentioned by FERC
included the effects of flowsin the bypassed reaches and increased
recreational use resulting from proposed enhancements on the
recreational, aesthetic and natural resources of the Appaachian
Trail, with an emphasis on facilities at Bull's Bridge.

While there is no guarantee boaters will beableto overcomethe
legal setback of an inadequate and faulty 401 Certificate, it does
provide an opportunity to leverage the FERC requests into a full-
fledged, unbiased flow study that, hopefully, FERC will use asatool
in balancing use d the Housatonic resources in a way that will
enhancewhitewater boating. What isencouragingisthe request for
economic studies relative to the benefits of whitewater boating and
theimpact o thisactivity onthelocal region. Thisisonly thesecond
time FERC has requested this type of analysisin New England, the
first being the Kennebec River in Maine a few months ago.

American Whitewater and its partnerswill continue to press for
equal consideration on this troubled project and will exert every
effort to resurrect and rescue this important resource from an ill-
advised and devastating decision made by a recalcitrant state re-
source agency. Contact usif youwould like to assist in this effort.

L ASSOCIATES

1B DARED
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Ubiquitone held a special Halloween benefit jam for
American Whitewater's access programat Fairfax Virginia’s -
Firehouse Grill. Over ahundred people cameout to preview
their costumes, dance, talk, and party lateinto the night.

Ubiquitone (www.ubiguitone.com) groovedforover three
hours with their distinctive sound blending funk, jazz,
bluegrass, and reggae. Lead singer Eric Starr isalong-time
American Whitewater member, ClassV kayaker, and anavid
supporter. Formed in the summer of 2000, Ubiquitoneisa
mainstay on the mid-Atlantic festivd circuit, including
regular appearances at Sunshine Daydreams in TerraAlta,
WV and mainstage sets with Keller Williams, Leftover
Salmon, and Ekoostik Hookah. Ubiquitone also headlined
the 2000 Gauley Festival for American Whitewater.

This kind of festival is important because it pulls the
boating community together. It also provides an essential
funding source for our access program. Since few founda-
tionsfund access, preferring tofund direct conservation, we
rely heavily on creative support from our membersto help
uswith thisvital work. Ifyou haveaband, or tiesto aband,
that isinterestedin jamming for river access, call Jason
Robertson at 866-BOAT-4-AW (866-262-8429).

Great Falls, VA

The Park Service is planning to im-

Skykomish River, WA Rich Bowers, JennieGoldberg, and Tho-

mas O’Keefe are meeting with the Washington Department of
Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) to discuss plans for permitting
boater parking at the Sunset Falls Trap and Haul facility on a
seasonal basis. More at: www.americanwhitewater.org/rivers/

1d122001

Chattooga River, GA/SC Jason Robertson met with
Senator Cleland's (D-GA) staff in November to discuss the
Forest Service's failureto plan for reopening the headwatersof
the Chattooga. AW volunteers, Don Kinser, and Bruce Harehad
morethan 300 boatersat the Tallulah writeletterstothe Forest
Service on thisissue. More at: www.americanwhitewater.org/
archive/article/230/

B Coloradorivers, CO The courts ruled in favor of boatersin
the opening rounds of the Colorado's navigability crisis and
allowed American Whitewater and the Colorado White Water
Associationtointervene on behaf of thedefendantsintheLake
Fork Gunnison case. Meanwhile settlement talks are continu-
ing on the South Platte. More at: http://
www.americanwhitewater.org/archive/article/304/

B Cadliforniarivers, CA The California Department of Boating
and Waterways asked boatersfor commentsin December about
our needsfor non-motorized accessand facility improvements.
Thiswasatremendous opportunity for thewhitewater commu-
nity to get river access improvements particularly on rivers
with upcomingwhitewater releaseslikethe North Fork Feather.
More at: www.americanwhitewater, org/archive/article/297/

B Tohickon River, PA

prove the overlooks and trails on the Virginia side. American
Whitewater supports ALTERNATIVE C1 with the caveat that
sometrail safety improvementsat Fishermen's Eddy should be

implemented immediately. More at:
www.americanwhitewater.org/archive/article/298/

In October, American Whitewater
learned that the scheduled releases were not held due to
maintenance problems with the dam, "When the upper gear-
boxeswereremoved fromthe bunger valveit was foundthat it
contained approximately one ofthe two required gears" The
PA-DCNR explained that releases could occur at a later date
following repairs if thecurrent drought watchislifted. Moreat:
www.americanwhitewater.org/archive/article/300/

B Michiganrivers, Ml TheCenterfor Biologica Diversity and
othersfiled alawsuit infederal court aleging that hundreds of
miles of riversin the Ottawa National Forest (U.P.) have been
purposefully neglected by the United StatesForest Service. The
suittriesto protect someofthe finestwild and scenicwhitewater
runsinthestateincludingtheBlack, Ontonagon, Paint, Presque
Isle, Sturgeon, and Yellow Dog Rivers. More at:
www.americanwhitewater.org/archive/article/313/

Savage River, MD Jason Robertson met with the Upper
Potomac River Commission and Maryland Department o the
Environment to plan for whitewater recreation on the Savage
River. More at: www.americanwhitewater.org/archive/article/
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BoofingInto the Future:

A Flow Study on the Cascades of the Nantahala.

¢ By Kevin Colburn

In19891 openedthe AW
journal to a photo of aguy
named Forest Calloway
running a big stompy drop
on the Nantahala River.
This article was titled
"Nantahala's Upper Cas-
cades, Not Where NOC
HoldsRall Clinics," and was
my first introduction to
creek'in. 1 wasthoroughly
intriguedwiththe Cascades
and with creek'in in gen-
era. Somegirl named Risa
wrotethearticle,"hmm," |
thought, "she must be a
rad boater.” | was13then
and now that rad girl ismy
bossand making sure that
river flowsis a big part of
my job. American
Whitewater is currently
helping to drive the pro-
cessof ensuring abalanced
flow regime onall sections
of North Carolina's famous
Nantahala River.

Theregularflowsonthe
Nantahalathat weall know
and loveare the product of
ahydro projectthat diverts
water around a 10 mile
stretch of riverthat liesdry
most of theyear. Thissec-
tionof river holdstheClass
IV/V CascadesandtheClass
IIT Upper Nantahala and is
virtually dry except when White
Oak Creek flows big. Perhaps
notfor longthough... Just after
Gauley Fest 2001, American
Whitewater worked with Duke
Power to pull off yet another
controlledwhitewater flow study
in the Southeast. Surely this
was one of the most successful
flow studies yet, largely due to
the characters that showed up.

Local boater of NOC fame,
Bunny Johns, was Duke's con-
sultant and did a great job at
arranging dl the logistics and
working with AW in study de-
sign. John Wishon, whose fam-
ily has lived in the Upper
Nantahal awatershed for genera-
tions, wasone df thefolksrepre-
senting Duke Power. TheLunch
Video Magazine crew was there
to shoot thevideo that isacriti-
cal part of thestudy. They dida

wonderful job that will help us
show what a great resource the
Cascades and Upper Nantahala
are. Theunofficial Western North
Carolina Resource Agency Raft-
ing Team were laughing and
swimming their way down the
Upper Nantahala. Adventure
Quest was there to learn about
river conservation and to paddle
as part of the study. American
Whitewater volunteers and re-
gional boaters were there to
paddle and objectively describe
their experiences for the study.
The many boaters that showed
up to paddle that were not part of
thestudywereincredibly respect-
ful and waited to put-on until
after the study groups had fin-
ished their runs. And most im-
portantly, no one got hurt!

| slept in a gracious boater's
basementand awoke before dawn

for the study. | arrived at the
powerhouse groggy and might
have helped giveanintroduction
speech. | wasstill asleepwhen |
noticed the ice coating my boat
and slid into the steaming lake-
warmed water. We ducked
through the vegetation and did
cheesey boofs, not to be confused
with cheesey poofs, dff thefirst 6
footer. We rounded the bend to
theV crack, aseldom run 10 foot
vertica U ledge. We dl tried
different thingswithsimilar out-
comes, meltdownsthroughlight
warmfoam. Just after theslotwe
rounded yet another bend and
lined up on the true cascades
below the confluence of White
Oak Creek. The Cascades drop
wicked steep through a roadside
canyon and were still shrouded
in thick fog. In groups of six we
launched off the 12 foot boof at
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"The Horns of God," flew
down the slides and off the
10 footer at "Big Kahuna,"
skipped over the hole at
"Junkyard," and threaded
our way through "Chinese
Feet."

Another group of pad-
dlers put on the Upper
Nantahala and made their
way down that stretch,
throughthefog. Many of the
paddlers from the cascades
study continued down the
Upper just for kicks. Wedid
four progressively higher
runs and as the levels got
higher the Upper got more
fun and the Cascades
changed in character from
precise creek'in to a bigwa-
ter romp. The last flow was
great for the Upper but was
juicy enoughon theCascades
that we decided not to study
it due to safety consider-
ations. Folksstill flocked to
it for fun runs though, and
therewasagreat deal of car-
nage. Therewascarnageon
the Upper too, at least one of
the rafts dump-trucked and
dumped out some Duke
Power folks and members of
the previously mentioned
rafting team. Those guys
have too much funwith their
jobs.

All this wonderful creek'in
over 2dayswasinterspersedwith
filling out surveys, having dis-
cussiongroups, and meetingwith
AQand thevariousother groups
to talk about the process o dam
relicensing. By the end of the
second day the focus groups
nailed down the optimal and
minimum acceptable flows for
both reaches. The dataisstill in
the mill but the group felt that
250 and 350 cfs offered two
unique and good flows for the
cascades. The 175 cfs flow was
runnable but below optimal and
the 500 cfs release was fun but
would exclude a lot of boaters.
The group felt that 350 was a
likely optimal flow for interme-
diate boaters to enjoy the Upper
Nantahala, andthat peoplewould
paddleit at 250. The 175 release
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_ PR Giving the Adirondacks
Back o Kayaks

~ » By Kevin Colburn

American Whitewater devoted a week and a half this October
—=xclusively to the conservation of New Y ork's amazing Whitewater
Rivers. The entire full-time staff attended the Moose River Festival
ko support that great event and to spread the gospel of the glory of
lowing rivers. Particularly glorious was a 5-staffer simultaneous
ilescent of Ager Falls. MooseFest provided agreat forumfor usat AW
"o learn about the threats to New York Riversand where we can be
of help. Thiswas grassroots outreach at its finest, and we were all
—mpressed with New York boaters' knowledgeand passion for their
state’s rivers.

was too low and the 500 release
wasnotsignificantly better than Both pholos , page 19 and

350. aboye, are How sfudy
AmericanWhitewaterwould  Patticipants soaring off a

like to extend a big thanks to couple of e drops in the

everyoneinvolvedwiththestudy, ~Cascades of the Nantahala
andasotoall thosethatavoided  jp ate September 2001.
paddlingthe cascadesthose days

to ensure a positive outcome of

the study. We could not have

pulled it off sowell without you.

American Whitewater & MeetingOne }

M Join Forces @

Mheetios O

Do your audio conference
calls save a river?

They should!
Thetrip was not all talk though, we got out there and got our feet
Contact MeetingOne to make your wet. Unfortunately though, given the drought conditions and the
t f I f seemingly endless number of damsin New Y ork, our feet wereabout
next conterence call count: all we could get wet. John Gangemi, Tom Christopher, and Kevin
Colburn toured hydro projects, hiked dewatered riverbeds, met with
All audio conference calls made through MeetingOne outfittersand boaters, met with power companies, and logged ahuge
amountof mileson their rental truck. All acrossthe Adirondackswe
by American Whitewater membersreturn a percentage to gl_ﬁed intowaterfall laden canyons and rock-hopped up massive dry
ides.
the association for conservationand river access. Thesetravelstook ustotheHoosic, the Oswegatchie, the Saranac,

the St. Regis, the Raguette, and the stunning Ausable rivers. There
) ) isnodoubt that New York iswhitewater rich, however the prolifera-
Contact MeetingOne for details tion of dams on New York rivers has radically limited that richness

. by flooding runs under reservoirs or dewateringthemwith diversion
720.946.2170 or meetingone.com pipes. Thefollowingisasummary of the projectswevisited whilein
New York thisfall.
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Hoosic River: Located ten minutesnorth of Albany inthetown of
Schaghticoke. TheHoosic containsagorgedropping 146 feet injust
under two miles. The hydropower project capitalizes on this same
gradient diverting water around the gorge to a powerhouse down-
stream. Few boatersin theAlbany areaare even aware this resource
exists because boating flows rarely occur. American Whitewater is
working closely with the utility on this relicense proceeding.

Oswegatchie River: American Whitewater staff attended a site
visit with FERC dtaff from Washington, D.C. in October. This
relicense containstwo hydro projectsencompassing four dams. The
project is located just outside Hailesboro, New York. The dams
dewater the Island branch, a seven-mile braid of the Oswegatchie
that contains at least one twelve-foot waterfall. Another section
contains agreat looking play hole downstream of the Fowler power-
house. American Whitewater filed written comments in early No-
vember on this project. American Whitewater is looking for loca
boaterstowork with usto restoreflows, accessand flow information
on the Oswegatchie.

Ausable Chasm. Photo by Kevin Colburn

Ausable River: New York State Electric and Gas (NYSEG) is
relicensing the Rainbow Falls hydroelectric project on the Ausable
River. American Whitewater has pushed hard for access to the
Ausable Riverin this proceeding becauseit isthestart of the Class IV
Ausable Chasm. The downstream property owner, Ausable Chasm
Company (ACC), doesn't want boatersin the Chasm claiming that it
will impact their private business. During thewhitewater flow study
in May 2001, an ACC representative falsely stated that boaters could
not get out o their boatsto scout individual rapidsinthe Chasm. Six
out of twelve boaters declined to participate under those conditions.
Under New Y ork state navigability laws, boaters do havethe right to
get out and scout or portage up to the high water mark. The
November 1 and 2, 2001 scoping meeting and site visit was well
attended by local boatersthanks to American Whitewater's organiz-
ingefforts. Thisisahotly contested proceeding that could potentially
set a precedent thereby threatening access on more than just the
Ausable.

Saranac River: NYSEG is also relicensing four dams on the
Saranac River just outside of Plattsburgh. From the looks of the
geology, the Saranac probably contained some great whitewater
paddling aesthetically comparabletothe AusableChasm prior to dam
construction. All that remains within the hydropower project for

High Falls Garge @n the Siﬂiﬁ. Phala by Kevin Colburn

whitewater isashort bedrocksection below Kent FallsDam and a stiff
two mile (?) ClassV-VI section below High FallsDam. This proceed-
ing is just getting underway. American Whitewater is looking for
some dedicated boaters to assist with this relicense proceeding.
Raquette River: The Piercefield Hydro Power Project influences
flows on about a ten-mile section of the Raguette River. The
powerhouse is located at the dam. The lake formed by Piercefield
Dam (locatedinthetown of Piercefield) appearsto have considerable
water storage. The downstream river contains distinct sections for
ClassIII and Class V-V paddling. Contact Kevin Colburn if you have
information about these whitewater resources or would liketo assist
with this proceeding.

St. RegisRiver: American Whitewater
recently signed a settlement agreement
with Erie (aka Orion Power, formerly
Niagara Mohawk) for the licensing o this
hydropower project. Thesettlement grants
vublicaccesstothereachaswell asrelease
of flow information.

With the help o volunteers, American
Whitewater looksforwardtocreatingmore
paddling opportunities in New York on
theseand other rivers. The Runsweinves-
tigated areall upfor relicensingand range
from remote scenic float trips, to dynamic park and play, to ClassV
steep rivers. Thanksto the research and explorationwork we did on
this trip, we hope to offer boaters of every ability and genre a new
place to do their thing in New York in the coming years.
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Upper Ocoee

Update

No quick solution has been identified for
the dilemmadf TVA'srefusal to provide free
recreational releases in the Upper Ocoee.
However, American Whitewater has made
major strides in ultimately reaching a fair
agreement on flowsin the Upper Ocoee.

In September, membersd asubcommit-
tee of TVA's Regional Resource Stewardship
Council metwith Kevin Colburn (AWeastern
conservation and access associate) and sev-
eral other stakeholderstodiscuss TVA'sman-
agement o the Ocoee River. The group
quickly grasped the complex issues and be-
gan brainstorming on possible ways of equi-
tably managingtheriver. Presumptionswere
laid to rest and much progress was made. A
few of usevenwent rafting thefollowing day
and had agreat time. In October the group
reported back to the full subcommittee, as
did several TVA representatives. Theexciting
process began at the Ocoee was largely shut
downduringthismeeting butall wasnot lost.

have fun

Please contact us for your free catalog

www.kokatat.com
(707)822-7621
S350 Ericson Way Arcata, CA 95521

(B00)225-3749

Kokatat

Packdiar: Ty KAInCa

___Stay

Fabe! e Beckataad

American Whitewater

L 5

Upon request from American
Whitewater, the group decided to recom-
mend that the Ocoee-beincluded ina 2-year
operationsstudy that will begin in February
2002. Thisstudy will act similarly to adam
relicensing sinceit isa NEPA (National En-
vironmental Protection Act) process that
will have ample opportunity for public in-
put. We now have what we have wanted all

along, a public process to work with! Kevin
Colburn has even been nominated to repre-
sent downstream recreationalists on a coun-
cil that will help shapeand analyze the study.
We now have a framework through which
releases may one day be granted. Wewill be
alerting boatersevery time thereisan oppor-
tunity for comment on this process through
our web page and through the journal.

dry

s

TO THE

R B JHOON TR EPORTS

L]

Best Paddiing

nomTH
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Canadian Rivers Update

Aswe head to press in December, we have learned that Action Plein-Air Haute-Gatineau, the Canadian
river protection association working on protectingthe Gatineau from devel opment, will becalled in early
2002 beforethe 19 mayorswhoform theregional government,toargueagainst the private hydro project.
Action Plein-Air Haute-Gatineau will explain their vision o development and management o the river
in the "natural" way.

We hope that afinal decision about the proposed dams, in our favor, will be made shortly after, perhaps
as early asthe council meeting the last week of January. This may be overly optimistic, but local river
advocates have been encouraged by what they senseasagrowing consensusfor protectingtheriversfrom
devel opment. However, we can not take this decision for granted and strongly encourageyouto read the
complete article on the proposed dam construction projects and write letters to Canada's government
expressing you concerns.

Triggersfor Brown's Canyon Permits Approached (CO)

Denver, CO - Mike Harvey reported in early December that the State Parks Board decided to table
Brown's Canyon Permitting for one year on the Arkansas. This means that the Arkansas Headwaters
Recreation Area (AHRA)will do more thorough counts next year on Brown's to determine if private
boaters have in fact met the triggers set forth in the management plan. This meansthat boaters have
one year to disperse use on weekends. In other words if you have alwaysdone Browns on the Fourth of
July weekend you might consider paddling somewhere else thisyear. Check www.arkrivertrust.org for
more information.

]
American Whitewater Advocates for Wild and Scenic Director

Washington, DC - In early December, American Whitewater's Access Director Jason Robertson joined
Bill Meadows, President of The Wilderness Society, and RebeccaWodder, President of American Rivers,
in ameeting with the Forest Service to advocate for the creation o a Director for Wilderness and Wild
and Scenic Rivers.

Thisdirectorate iscritical to ensuring that the Forest Servicefulfillsits mandate to protect and enhance
the crown jewelsof the National Forest system. Wilderness, wild and scenic rivers and other congres-
sionally designated areasmakeup at least 20% of National Forest lands, and areat the heart of our most
vauable remaining intact ecosystems. These areas provide recreational opportunities and places for
spiritual retreat, and they are critical sources of clean air and water. They provide important wildlife
habitat and arerich in biodiversity. Proper management d these complex areas requires leadership and
field staff that have the ability, and the authority to protect the many valuesfor which these areaswere
set aside. The current Administration has placed an emphasis on better management o existing
protected areas, and a Director for Wildernessand Wild and Scenic Riversiscritical to ensuringagreater
field presenceand increased funding for these programs. It will cost little, and will greatly benefit our
nation's natural heritage.

NN hEWEIEES S ——————————————— —————————
Grand Canyon Suits Progress

Boulder, CO - In December, as settlement talks continued on American Whitewater's Grand Canyon
lawsuit, a small working group o interested parties including Access Director Robertson, private and
commercial boaters, commercial outfitters, environmentalists, river guides, and others metin Colorado
to talk about what a future river management plan might look like for the Grand Canyon. Robertson
observed, "Welaid our cardson the tableand every aspect of usewasfair gamefor discussion. Thebasic
question was how to maximize use while protecting the resource and wilderness qualities of the
experience?' Following the meeting, all participants agreed that thefina plan should bestructured so
private boaterswould wait no more than threeyearsto get on theriver from the day that they choseto
go. The computer modelsand permit systems under discussion appear to make thisan achievablegoal .
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i 1 Better communicate the conservation and access issues
specific to the various regionswithin the United States.
2. Provide a competitive model that supports and nurtures
l f YOU Compete; amateur competitive paddling.
o 3. Raise additional revenues to assist American Whitewater
O u A re GOlng to with achievingits mission of conservingand gaining access

to whitewater.

Ned to KNnow ThiSll  * iegie e pering impenenion ad magerer

“Fust thef acts, folks!I” Changes for 2002

] ] American Whitewater has been working very hard this past

* Michael Phelan, Events Director year to makesignificantimprovementsto thestated competitive
o N ) ) . paddling. The goals df these enhancements were to better serve

From the beginning of competitive whitewater paddling, Ameri-  athletes, sponsors, and event organizers. In order to create a
can Whitewater has been incredibly influential. It is the only  gegmless transition into a more refined system, NOWR was
organization that has stepped to the plate and offered the skills,  gissolved and a new organization was created called American
experience, and resources necessary to support a new developing  Whitewater Freestyle (AWF). Guiding this new organization will

sport. Evenif you only consider the influence it exertsthroughits  peanadvisory board of somedf themost influential and represen-
conservationand accesseffortsAW influencesaresignificant. Virtu-  tative people in freestyle paddling.

aly every single event in the United Statesis held on a river stretch
that American Whitewater has or will work to protect or restore. In

addition to providing access to the rivers necessary for events, AN K arla Westcott Wausau Rodeo Organizer
alsooffersaffordable insurance, obtains corporate sponsorsto defray  pave Slover Oregon Cup Organizer

costs, purchases advertising, coordinates a national calendar, and  jog Heath Vail Invitational Event Organizer

maintainscompetitive results. AW then usesitseventsasaplatform  peter Lataille Gillman Falls Event Organizer

for increasing accesstowhitewater for thegreater paddling commu- DylanKing Amateur Competitor

nity. American Whitewater has been and will continue to be the  Azron Pruzan Wyoming Whitewater Organizer

driving force behind whitewater paddling of all typesand levels. Shane Benedict Athlete/Liquid Logic

: Ben Coleman President of USFKA
For 2002, AW is proposing a number of changes and enhance-  Dan Gavere Team Manager for USFKA

ments that have been gleaned from a variety of sources including  Adam Druckman Teva Director of Sports Marketing

event organizers, sponsors, pro and amateur athletes, and the AN | iz Ferrin Teva Promotions Coordinator

staff and itsBoard of Directors. These changesare being introduced  Keith \Wallace WaveSport Team & Brand Manager

for four reasons: Terry Valle Kern River Festival Organizer

4 - _-‘H_I
f 5. An athlete's home region is the region that the athlete must

10 I n S You Gotta Know qualify in to attend the National Championships presented by

L= Tevaand American Whitewater.

1. Teva and AW have joined forces to host the " 2002 Teva a. Amateur athletes may not register in morethan one region,
Whitewater Tour." The Tour will include twenty-five events but they are encouraged to compete in as many eventsas
infour geographic regionsand will culminate with the Teva possible.

Whitewater National Championshipssanctioned by Ameri- 6. Points received in an amateur home region are worth 25%
can Whitewater. more.

2. Allathletesmust becurrent membersof American Whitewater a The ProAm event in each region isworth 50% more points
prior to competing. Athleteswill beableto join AW at events to both amateur and pro athletes.
or purchase a one-day membership for $10. b. TheWausau Double Upisworth double pointstoall athletes

3. All paddlers must register with AWF prior to competing. despite region or status.

Registrationallowsfor thetracking of pointsand ensuresthat 7. Amateurs placing in the following categories, according to

al necessary insurance information ison file. Once regis- earned AW Freestyle and Boatercross points, from each region

tered, athletes will receive a membership card that must be will beeligibletoattend theTevaWhitewater National Champi-

presented at each event in order to receive a bib. onship.

a Thereisnoregistration feefor Beginner, Sport, or Expert a. Junior (15) Men & (15) Women

competitors. b. Junior Expert (15) Men & (15) Women

b. If an Expert wishes to have their points count towards a c. Beginner (15) Men & (15) Women

spot at the Teva Whitewater National Championships then d. Sport (20) Men & (20) Women

they must pay a registration fee to the AWF. Thisfeeisthe e. Expert (25)Men & (25) Women

same registration fee that has been charged in the past. The 8. Pro athleteswill compete for (60) spots for Men and (60) spots

fees help to cover the costs of maintaining the necessary for Women to attend the Championships.

records and the Championships. 9. The Teva Whitewater National Championshipswill be held at
L. Expert  $20 theOlympic Whitewater Center ontheOcoeeRiverin Ducktown,
ii. Pro $40 TN, October H-13"%

4. The state that an amateur chooses to register in will deter- 10. All American Whitewater Freestyle information including
minethat athlete's home region. schedule and rankings will be available at

__ www.americanwhitewater.org.
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Athlete Ranking

Among the many other enhancements, the AW National Events
Calendar has been reworked into the"TevaWhitewater Tour." "The
TevaWhitewater Tour" will include four geographic regions. South-
east, Northeast, Rocky Mountain, and Pacific Coast. Each o the
regionswill include between fiveand seven events. These eventswill
include both freestyle and boatercross events and will encourage
canoe, and rafting competitionswhen and where appropriate. Ath-
leteswill beranked in two categoriesaccording to pointscollected in
freestyle and boatercross events.

Athletes competing in the"TevaWhitewater Tour" will beableto
earn both freestyle and boatercross points. An athlete'sfreestyle or
boatercross ranking will be based on the points gathered in each
discipline at "TevaWhitewater Tour" events. In order to compete at
the TevaWhitewater National Championships sanctioned by Ameri-
can Whitewater an athlete must qualify for freestyle and boatercross
separately.

Amateurs will be ranked in their home region and a limited
number of athletes from each regionwill beinvited to attend thefirst
Teva Whitewater National Championships. Pro athletes will not
register inaspecific region, but will continue to compete nationally
for alimited number of spots to attend the Championships.

Through the combined efforts of Tevaand American Whitewater,
AW will reaffirm its commitment to ensuring that all whitewater
events act as a platform for conservation and access issues. Each
event will address regionally specific conservation and access con-
cerns.

Schedule
Look for the Official American Whitewater Freestyle Series

|
American Whitewater

presents

A River Steward
Traning Seminar

T Sunday. February 24.2002
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY

(National Paddling Film Festival Weekend!)

] This one-day workshop will provide whitewater activists with
| tools necessary to work on their local river issues. American
Whitewater's staff of nationally recognized experts will present
modules on access, conservation, hydropower licensing, events,
_ freestyle judging, the Website Streamkeeper Project and safety.
Limited spaces available. For information and registration,
contact Niek Lipkowski (301) 589-9453.
nick@arnwhitewater.org

W American Whitewater is attempting to organize
transportation from central locations in the Southeast, Mid-
Atlantic and Northeast as well as the Colorado Rockies.

National
Paddling
Film
Festival

2002

February 22-23,
Lexington, Ky

Supporting Rivers
for over 19 years!

The 2002 NPFF is dedicated to
Celebrating the Memory of William Nealy.

Join us to support this FUNdraiser for river causes!
e Door Prizes!
e Silent Auction and Raffle for dozens of items!
o Saturday night Awards Party will feature ¥l Bands.
e Limited seating so order your tickets on line and save!
You'all come!
Major Sponsors:
Ace Adventure Center, American Canoe Association,American
Whitewater,Dagger, Kokatat, Ky. Outdoor Center, Kayak Magazine,
Mountain Surf, Nantahala Outdoor Center, Nature Outfitters,
Paddler Magazine, Perception, Performance Video
For more information on entries, attending or
1o order tickets on line at a Discount Price:
http://www.surfbwa.org/npff/
or contact Dave Margavage 502-867-0468 email: DMARGAVA@jngray.com

i

Available for
§34.95 plus 55
Sipping fram:
AMERICAN
WHITEWATER
POk Box B36
".1.|'|i Tedn'ill s
12455

|845) ERE-FI55

NY

THE RIVER CHASERS

By Susan Taft

The history of American whitewater canoeing & kayaking,
tracing the evolution of paddling through the people, rivers,
& events over the last 60 years. Coverswood/canvas canoes 8
folding kayaksto composites 8 plastics, from dalom 8 squirt
to rodeo 8 extreme boating.

whitehdodiratsk L et
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V] @iCiS Alive
Musicis Afoot

The 2001 Russell Fork River Rendezvous

'And Ges Drilling Thresats are Dead - for Now

e ByJ. Brent Austin

Fork River Rendezvous ended on a promising note: the

origina dam threat that spawned the event yearsago wasin
the past. An impressive river survey had been completed by Blue-
grass Wildwater Association's Steve Powers. Money donated by past
Rendezvousreceipts had helpedfinance Appalshop's film project on
the Russell Fork River and the Breaksarea, featured in an article in
American Whitewater's May/June 2000 issue. The local organiza-
tion, Headwater's, founded by native Jerry Elkins, was gaining
prominenceinthefight against rampant and carel essenvironmental
practices in thearea. And, proudly, we looked forward to donating
more money to our river champion, American Whitewater.

I ast year, the Bluegrass Wildwater Association's 2000 Russell
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The 2000 Downriver race, whose results
were not published til now, yielded the fol-
lowing times:

October, 2000
Russell Fork River Rendezvous

Race Results

11:00
11:30
11:34
11:39

Danny Inman
Tommy Hilleke
Eric Strittmatter
Nate Helms
Cory Hall
Howard Tidwell
Jason Hale —
Chris Young

Clay Wright

Greg Hoskins
Duarte Morais
Eric Hendrickson
Peter Persolja
Eric Rolston
Buffy Bailey

Jon Lord

Daniel Talley
Steve Matz

16 Willy Witt

17 KyleWinkler

18 Josh Bethea

19 Harry Fidd (C-1)
20 Todd Miller

21 Alan Jonesand About 2 hours
Rob Anderson (Shredder)

©O©oo~N® (6} A WN

=
o

GRERR

By April, 2001, things had changed dra-
matically for those supporting environmen-
tal interestswhen the unthinkable was sud-
denly announced: plans were being laid for
gas drilling INSIDE the Breaks Interstate
Park, home of the Class V section o the
Russell Fork. Paddlers, environmentalists
and loca groupsimmediately voiced opposi-
tion. Petitions were circulated on behalf of
the Russell Fork River Rendezvous all over
the country. Loca signatureswere collected
at the Elkhorn City annual Apple Blossom

—
Festival, where boaters paddled down to the
city beach where alocal group burned a gas
well in effigy to the insistent rhythm o the
Russell Fork River Renezvous drummers.
Television crews and locals were captivated
by the opposition to the drilling, which con-
tinued gaining momentum.

Soon, locals and paddlers were voicing
their opposition to the plan before the Park
Board and Kentucky's Attorney General and
several Kentucky legislators had joined the
fight. By thetime dof the 2001 Russell Fork
River Rendezvous, plansto drill were indefi-
nitely stalled. After the Rendezvous, the
iriginal culprit, BlueFlame Energy, with-
drew itsapplication to drill inthe park.

Thousandsdf petition signituresand

vigorousvoca opposition at the lo-
cal level clearly were major factors
in thisenvironmental victory.

By the time the 2001 Russell
Fork River Rendezvous, held from
October 1 through October 8,
rolledaround, it had become clear
that it was unlikely that the gas
drilling would go forward. As a
result, the immediate focus of the

phestival became to do what we do
best: celebrate. However, this was
~___not just a celebration of the defeat of
gas drilling: it was also a celebration of
uty in the aftermath o the September 11

L
B [
e
. L & .
_____ = o
Kayaking il i
Rafting e
Sea Kayaking e ;
Mountain Biking
1 ) ‘Ls 17mm e 2 . - —--.
Paddlir ] i
Hea = _ = FROM BEGINNER TO ADVANCED = |
88 v e 5 & 9 day kayak instruction
® 3-5 day raft & kayak trips on Oregon's
o‘fo?Qg Rogue and lllinois Rivers
- e — Middle Fork of the Salmon River, Idaho*
= ® Swiftwater rescue and wilderness first aid clinic
N %g ® Riversidelodge, hot tub, great food

888-777-7557 * sundanceriver.com

. - -
‘Fr_r'l I ran in ¢ orgues fion wilh solifude river irigs

-
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tragedy in New Y ork. So, withspiritssoaring
andloveinour hearts, weset outtomakethe
energy o the 2001 Rendezvousthe best yet.
We believe we succeeded.

At mid week, things were going smooth
at the phestival site - perhaps too smooth.
Thevariousencampmentsweretaking form,
thefirewoodwasbeingdelivered, theweather
was perfectly clear with temperaturesinthe
70s. The moon hung nearly full under crys-
tal clear night skies, amplified against the
vivid background of the Milky Way. Down at
theSpiral Encampment, asteady family vibe
o drumming and flute wafted up to the
Journey Beyond Encampment. |t sounded
good, so | took another bigdrink of Rumand
Coke and headed down the hill, making a
quick stop at the new BoatHenge Encamp-
ment to gather more energy to take to the
groovin' session down below.

With the infrastructure of the Rendez-
vous in place, and people, especialy volun-
teersandfoodvendersrollingin, | knew that
if | wasgoing to engage in celebratory liba-
tions, thiswastheevening. By theweekend,
hordes o paddlersandfestivarianswould be
present, demanding a more sober reality for
me. But not this night. The rum flowed
freely, just like the gargantuan rolling logs
by the bonfire that | decided to dance upon.
Holding my large cup confidently, | pro-

Paul Fanteti
“Fire Guru”

ceeded to lose balance, hit theground witha
tumble and roll to my feet, where amidst
laughter from brothers and sisters, myself
included, | realized that | couldn’t walk with-
out pain. Soon my ankle was the size o a
softball.

The next day, as| hovered inacamp chair
withfoot elevated, | could hear theoccasional
exchange over the wakie talkies: "Don't let
Brent out of the chair or well duct tape him
toit." Pleading with Betsy, head of Security
and otherwise an Amazon warrior on a golf
cart, | desperately wanted to make sure the
signswere hung intheright spots, thetapes-
tries hung at the stage, tiki torches put in
place, al sorts of things to contribute to
ambiance and function that | had wanted to
create. But Betsy wasresolute on my staying
still: "Dragonfly has everything under con-
trol. She has volunteers galore and every-
thing is getting done - relax."

AsFriday rolled around, anumber of pad-
dlers did low water runs though the gorge
(about125cfs) and thestagewasready for the
PA. system and sound guy who was volun-
teering his services. Friday isthe redly big
pulse for the Rendezvous, as the weekend
warriorscomeinto paddle and/or participate
in the phestival. Musicians, boaters, locals,
and numerous others streamed in, predict-
ably, with onehitch: thesound guy and equip-

The Paddlesnake is Back!
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ment broke down on theway. Hewasgetting
thevehicle repaired and was going to be late.

A drum circle broke out in the Spiral En-
campment, and soon the energy was crank-
ing. About 9:30 p.m. a big thunderstorm hit,
seemingly out of nowhere, and people
scrambled for shelter. At the same time as
musicwas beginning to take off on stagewith
groups such as AM. Flavor, Redgrass and
Inner Vision Collision. Rain fell in buckets
and winds gusted 30to40 mph, creating chaos
among the various tarp cities, but the music
still flowedintothenight, seemingly inrhythm
with the intermittent torrents of warm rain.
Around 4:20 am. atthetail end of theraintwo
east coast drummersshowed upand kicked off
a Phat drum circle at the Journey Encamp-
ment that lasted past dawn.

Saturday, Race Day at Garden Hole, saw
900cfsheadingthrough thegorge. Theracers
met at 11:00 am. to get bibs, free entry into
the Rendezvous, sign waivers and do a prac-
tice run through the gorge. Greg Hoskins,
with assistance from race coordinators Willy
Witt and Jay Ditty and Lee Belknap as Safety
at Fist, coordinated the race and recorded the
times as follows:

Oclober 6,2001

Rus
Rac
1

o] ~N~NouabhwnN

= ©o

sell Fork River Rendezvous

e Results

Chris Hipgrave (Big Sea Kayak)
Tommy Hillebe
Danny Inman

D. Jackson

Jason Hale

Peter Persolja
Chris Young
Corey Hall

Eric Strittmatter
Toby Ressing
Toby McDurbin

KyleWingler "Lap Dancer"

Greg Hoskins

Caeleb Copeland

Willy Witt

Kurt Williams (Hand paddled)

Jon Lord (Ridein Climax
Hole - 1:00)

Ben Burgen

Jay Ditty (C-1)

Matt Walker

_—
=
&

2001 Scene

= gl O

1i:43
| (53
10:57
1106
10:0F
11:15
11245
11:28
1137
10:44
11:50

12:01
12:01
12:04
12:32
15 OHK
(REL

L3:11

142
14:44

As the 3:00 p.m. race kicked off, back at
the phestival site on stage, Bluegrass was
flowing. At4:20 p.m., Born Cross-Eyed kicked
into gear with some of the best coversfrom
the Grateful Dead ever seen at the Rendez-
vous. They were followed by Kuchi Guru,
Rhesus, Barnhouse Effect, Dreadnot and Geo
Funk. Drum circlesmigrated Saturday from
the Spiral Encampment to the Journey Be-
yond Encampment where onefire guru, Joe
Coon, had constructedafire belchingDragon
outof abig hollow log. Sensual dancersspun
between it and a huge bonfire to theflowing
percussion of the drummers. Back at the
stage, the other fireguru, Paul Fantetti, had
constructed ahumongousbonfirewhichkept
hundreds warm and enthralled with pyro-
technic props and antics.

Meanwhile, a
whole other scene
wastaking placeat
the Acoustic Bon-
fire, where musi-
cians strummed,
pickedandfiddled§
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Boat Henge

Serving piping hot and fresh vegetarian
meal swerethe usual groupsfromyearspast:
Heartwood and Earthheart. They werejoined
by others including Stone Heart, Ruth Cox
and family, and Carlosand family who also
took cared thecarnivores. The race results
wereannounced on stageand attendeeswere
reminded what the phestival is al about,
including thefight to prevent gasdrillingin
the park. The attendeeswere also reminded
that the Russell Fork watershed faces ongo-

ing threats from corporations and other ex-
traction interests, threats that would de-
gradetheriver and itsfabul ous surrondings.
These threats persist in spite of a healthy
Russdll Fork's incredible potential to foster
eco-tourismandenvironmentally sound eco-
nomics. Lee Belknap explained American
Whitewater's role in protecting the Russell
Fork, then turned the mike over to Jerry
Elkins of Headwaters, Inc., who explained
what their locally based organi zation doesto

protect the headwaters of the Russell and
LevisaFork rivers.

Sunday was another picture perfect day
for paddling and as sudden as the onslaught
was Friday, the camp cleared out, leaving
little evidence d the event that had just
transpired. Being an environmentally con-
sciousgroup, everyone picked up after them-
selves. By Monday, as we handed the keys
back to the Kiwanas they shook their heads
in disbelief and said: "You rafters are sure
environmentally conscious and we redlly
appreciate you keeping our place so clean -
yall be comin' back next year won't ya?* |
reckon so.

How about September 30,2002 through
October 7,2002? Well dothe race Saturday,
October 5th. Seeyou there.

For moreinformation onthe Russell Fork
River

Rendezvous, see our web page at:

http: | lwww.surfbwa.orglrusselIfork/

Path to Drum Circle
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All Women's School
Receives Whitewater
Infusion

Sweet Briar College, awomen's school located about 80 miles
northeast of Roanoke, Virginia, recently got a genuine boost to its
outdoor program. The twenty-year-old program, still using much
o its original whitewater equipment, turned to alumnus and
renowned whitewater instructor, Juliet Kastorff for help. With her
assistance the collegewas able to purchase new boats and gear for
itsstudents. In addition, Juliet and her husband, Ken, offered free
clinics to Sweet Briar students. "Not only did Juliet and Ken help
uswith the boats and gear, but they gave us the gift of their own
experience," says Laura Staman, director of the outdoor program.
She hopes the new equipment will allow more students to become
involved in whitewater.

Big Sandy/ Cheat Race
Details
Important Race News!

¢ By Ric Gusic/ Race Organizer

April 13th, 2002 - Lower Big Sandy Race

Last year during the annual Cheat River Festival, a race was
planned down the lower Big Sandy. Unfortunately, due to low
water, the race had to becancelled. Thisyear another attempt will
be held on Saturday, April 13th. As last year, the race will be
dependent upon rainfall and water levels, so hope for rain! The
appropriate water levels for the race are still being decided, but
there will bealow and highwater cut-off. Tentative plansarefor
theracetobeamassstart, beginning at thebridgein Rockvilleand
ending at thetake-out (theconfluencewith the Cheat River). For
information regarding safety,prizes, sponsors and rules visit
www.rockvmountainkavak.com.

If you have any thoughts, opinions, or ideas, let us know via
thesite.

Cheat River Race 2002

A few weeks later, the annual Cheat River race is scheduled.
Theracewill take placethe Friday evening beforethefestival. The
start will be 5:15pm. The racewill be held in aformat similar to
last year, using a mass start. Entry donation will remain at $20,
which will include refreshments (yes, beer) at the take-out,
shuttle, t-shirts, afestival pass, prizes, andapost raceparty. Again,
only $20 for al this... plus proceeds benefit the Friends o the
Cheat. Plans are also in the works to address last year's top
suggestion, food. We hope to have arrangements worked out for
some type of meal at the party. No promises, but we're trying.
Finaly, similiar race classeswill be used and the team competi-
tionwill return. Aslast year, aminimum d three peopleor groups
will be needed to form aclass.

Theteam competitionwill include both acorporate and aclub
competition. American Whitewater Affiliate Clubs may enter
teams and we hope that the racewill serve asa national champi-
onship  for club  teams. Check in  with

www.rockvmountainkavak.com for all changes and updates.

~ 2001 World Rafting

Championship

The World Rafting Championship (WRC) was held in
Summersville, WV for the first time this year. Governed by the
International Rafting Federation, thisannual competition brings
together the best men and women rafting teamsfrom around the
world. The WRC has previously taken place onsome df theworld's
most exciting rivers, including the Orange River (South Africa),
and Rio Futaleufu (Chile). The WRC has also been a popular
subject o the international media, with the television coverage
reaching 140 countries and more than 1 billion viewers yearly.

Teams o raftersfrom adozen different countries competed in
three separate events over the course of Gauley Fest weekend.

1.Head-to-head sprint: Two teams set off simultaneously to
race through the Fayette Station Rapid on the New River.
Thewinner of each heat advanced through a series of heats
until two rafts were left in the final. The final two teams
battled for first and second place.

2. Raft slalom: Each team had two chances to race the course,
consisting o 12 gates hung over and throughout Fayette
Station Rapid on the New River. Thisevent tested theteams'
technical skills.

3. Downriver Race: This race consisted of nine miles of fast-
paced, adrenaline-filled rafting downthe Gauley River. Teams
raced for the title of fastest in the world.

ey o ns B Ran)

il la Shazls

r—

smbecause it works!

ph. 301-746-5389 fax 301-746-4089
www, mountainsurf.com
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A New
Mehod far

New
Paddlers

¢ By Risa Shimoda

We have become a pretty impatient
lot. We want to get a meal and our
change in minutesat afast food drive-
in window. need to peruse the entire
cable network before settling into the
next half hour of tube-watching, and
love to know that we can purchase a
couple o books and a closeout rain
jacketon-line,inminutes. Fortunately.
fast food can sometimes be healthy and
a good value. we often find an enter-
taining show that is worthy of our re-
search. and the books and rain jacket
usually arrive with minimal hassle!

Now. paddling instruction has just
entered the world of addressing our
need for convenience and demand for
'deliverables. Thisyear. the Nantahala
Outdoor Center is introducing Rapid
Progressions. (an instructional pro-
gramfromwhichyou'Learnto paddie.
guaranteed.)'

Rapid Progressionsinvolvesinstruc-
tion packagesai medat novicepaddlers.
For each of severa packages that are
available. students begin by reviewing
alist of skillsthat they should beableto
achieve. TheNOC’s highly experienced
staff members support their progress
and provide a great environment for
learning.

If. at the end of the program they
fedl that they have not achieved their
godls. they can returnforanother class.
tuition-free. Further. if they decideto
retire early from a budding paddling
career. the NOC will return the in-
struction fee.

Thisisacreative program designed
to encourage potential studentsto 'go
forit." Itwill also createachallengefor
staffersd thewell-respected steff atthe
Nantahala Outdoor Center to put their
well-deserved reputation on the (bot-
tom) line. No guts no glory.

American Whitewater wishes the
NOC the best with their new program.
First of al. they deserve kudos for ag-
gressively pursuing a new method to
reach and teach new boaters. In addi-
tion. Rapid Progressions students will
become members of American
Whitewater. asa part of their program
enrollment.

I

|

i

, Ww Race Results

The Sixth Annual Green River Race was the biggest
and best ever. Arecord breaking 63 people turned up
to race. and the showing of spectators was three times
past crowds. Top times were almost 20 seconds better
than previous years. and the head to head was huge.
featuring heats with as many as 5 kayakers at once
racing through the drops.

Big thanks go out to the felfewing organizations who
gave us their support: Pyranha. Watershed. Diamond
Brand. Asheville Pizza and Brewing Company.
Stahlsac. Impex, Red Bull. Perception. Penstock

Productions/LVM, and Wildflower Bakery.

1 Tommy Hilleke
2. Al Gregory

3. Clay Wright

4. ChrisHarjes

5. BoWallace

6. Chris'Young

7. Jason Shephard
8. Jason Hale

9. Nate Elliott

10. Eric Stritmatter
11. Pat Keller

12. Glen LaPlante
13. Scott McClusky
14. Dave Hepp

15. Fred Coreil
16. Adam Hunter
17. Andrew Wilmont
18. Jeff Owen

19. Nate Bahlinger
20. Corey Hall

21. Chris Buckner
22. Lane Rankin
23. Brent Meadows
24. Brad Kee

25. Leland Davis
26. Brad Hinds

27. Shane Benedict
28. Kirk Williams
29. Daniel Del avergne
30. Jason Parker
31. Rick Gussic
32. Todd Scott

33. Riley Cathcart
34. Billy Price

35. Thomas Oliver
36. Brandon Roy
37. Matt Gadette
38. Matt Sheridan
39. Katie Hilleke
40. JEff Golden

41. Andy Grizzell
42. Jay Moffat

43, Casey Mitchell
44, Robert Pearson
45, Pat Bradley

46. Drew Refshauge
47. David Kahn

48. Stacy Heer

49. Josh Bethea

50. Chip Smith

51. Jimmy Hopper
52. Eamon McCollough
53. Donnie Kemp
54. Jeb Hall

55. Dan Glauser

56. Maria Noakes
57. Jeremy Womack
58. Brad Moulton
59. Toby McDermot
60. Amos Shuman
61. Eli Helbert

62. Neil Killiam

63. Tim Bell

HEAD TO HEAD

1. Chris Harjes

2. BoWallace

3. Eric Strittmater
4. Jason Shephard
5. Tommy Hilleke
6. Al Gregory

7. Chris Young

8. Jason Hale

9. Nate Elliott

10. Pat Keller

11. Glen LaPlante
12. Scott McClusky
13. Dave Hepp

14. Fred Coreil

15. Adam Hunter
18. Jeff Owen

18. Andrew Wilmont
18. Nate Bahlinger

HAND PADDLERS

1L Kirk Williams............ 5:45
2. Brandon Roy .............. 5:56
3. Drew Refshuage.......... 6:17
4. Jimmy Hopper ........... 6:30
5. Donnie Kemp......c...... 6:42
6. Dan Glauser ............... 6:44
7. Luke Garland ........... 16:07
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Hand Paddler
Head to Head Winner

1. Jimmy Hopper

SHORT BOAT CLASS

1 Pat Kaler wovvvviniienianns 5:19
2. Jff OWeN ccvveeveevcennen, 5:27
3. Lane Rankin............... 5:30
5 Brad Hinds ........c.cue.... 5 38
6. Shane Benedict .......... 5:39
7. Jason Parker .............. 5:50
8. Rick GUSSIC ....ccevevnne 5:50
9. Riley Carthart ............ 5:53
10. Thomas Oliver ........ 5:54
11. Billy Price....ceunenee. 5:54
12. Matt Gaudette.......... 5:56
13. Katie Hilleke ............ 5:58
14. J¥ff Goulden ............. 6:03
15. Andy Grizzel .......... 6:06
16. Jay Moffett............... 6:07
17. Robert Pearson ........ 6:09
18. Pat Bradley ............... 6:16
19. David Kahn .............. 6:18
20. Stacy Heer .......couuee. 6:18
21 Chip Smith............... 6:28
22. Eamon McCullough 6:32
23. Maria Noakes ........... 6:54
24. Jeremy Womack ....... 707
25. Tim Bdl .....oovveeernnne dnf
OPEN CLASS RESULTS

1. Tommy Hilleke .......... 4:42
2. AL Gregory ........conuueee. 4:45
3. Clay Wright wceueescune. 4:49
4, ChrisHarjes ......cceue. 4:56
5. BoWalace...occeeeneee 5:03
6. ChrisYoung .......cccceuu. 5:03
7. 30 Shephard .......coeucee 5:07
8. Jason Hale ....ccccercuennen. 5:13
9. Nate Elliot .....cceneeee.. 5:13
10. Eric Strittmatter..... 5:14
11. Glen LaPlante ......... 5:21
12. Scott McClusky ........ 5:21
13. Dave Hepp «.ovvvvvvecnnen 5:22
14. Fred Coréll ..coveuenee. 5;24
15. Adam Hunter .......... 5:25

16. Andrew Wilmont..... 5:27
17. Nate Bahlinger ........ 5:27

18. Corey Hall .vevrrenenee 5:28
19. Chris Buckner.......... 5:30
20. Brent Meadows ........ 5:31
21 Leland Davis............ 5:37
22. Daniel Del avergne .. 5:49
23. Todd Scott .....coerernnne 5:50
24, Matt Sheridan ......... 5:57
25. Casey Mitchdll ......... 6:09
26. Josh Bethea.....coueuee 6:21
27. Jeb Hal ..., 6:45
28. Brad Moulton ........... 7:25

29. Toby Mcdermott ...... 7:56

30. Amos Shuman ........ 8:14
31 Eli Helbert ............... 8:33
32. Ned Killiam............ 10:10
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Steep Creeks of New England: A Paddlers Guide
Author: Greg & Sue Hanlon

¢ Reviewed by Barney Bonito

There are only a handful of
Northeastern whitewater guide-
books to choose from, but none
o them are as specialized and
informativetotheseasonedcreek
boater as Steep Creeks of New
Englandby Gregand SueHanlon.
Thisguide picksupwhereall the
others left off. Greg and Sue
Hanlongivethe ClassVwhitewa-
ter community the vital logisti-
ca information it needs to run
the steep, in-your-face whitewa-
ter of beautiful New England.

Theguidecontains29 descrip-
tions of creeks located from
southern Massachusetts to the
northern woods of Maine. Spe-
cificdetailsarebrokendowninto
6 categories: genera informa-
tion, description, water levels,
shuttle, history, and additional
information. The guideal so con-
tains topographical maps.

The book also includes rare
picturesof the most famousboat-
ersfrom New England, the Kern
brothers,who, tothisday, set the
standard for safe New England
creek boating.

The biggest myth about
northeastern creek boatingisthat
the Kern Brothers paddled all

the runnable hair before they
moved away from their home
state of Vermont. Hanlon's book
exposes these creeks and others
tothewhitewater community in

an easy-to-understand format.
The descriptions are very accu-
rate, but not too lengthy.
Consider the BigBranch, one
of thestandardsfor ClassVinthe
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Left: Paddler, Lance Alpi
running the last drop on he
Mettawee River, N.Y. Photo
by Barney Bonito.

Bottom: Paddler, Lance Alpi
nailing the 1st descent of
Shelburn Falls, MA. Photo
by Barney Bonito.

northeast. Gregknowsthiscreek
verywell. Accordingtotheguide,
theBigBranchlocated in Danby,
Vermont, received the highest
rating of threestars for its qual-
ity of whitewater and outstand-
ing scenery. Brian Totten and
Steve Heanuefirst ranthi sbench-
mark creek in 1997.

Cascade Brook is another
creek that has aimost no docu-
mentation at all, except in Steep
Creeksof New England. Flowing
down the backside of one of the
largestvertical wallsinall of New
England, Cannon Mountain, this
650 feet per mile creek defines
why New Hampshire is called
"The Granite State."

Theguide doesnot document
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any boating in the great state of New York.
Steep Creeks of New Fngland also does not
cover al o the creek boating possibilities in
the northeast. Nor doesit claim to. In thefinal
pagesd hisbook, the Hanlon'slist a handful of
these runs that define the future o hair boat-
ing. Such runs like Black Brook in the Berk-
shire Mountains of Massachusetts, which is
100 yards of game day whitewater, 1% descent
by Steve Heanue and Lance A|p1 Greg aso
mentions Kent Falls™ "

Connecticut. Thisis the type of run that only
the outer fringe of hair baaters would ever
even consider as the pasaible fisture ol creek
boating. Kent Falls Brusik till huas niot seen a
descent. It isthiskind of local inzight where
Greg's book, Steep Crewnkis aaf M Bl
gains respect from the small cammiuniiy of
New England creek basters.

According to the smesntlily st reamibioe
spreadsheet, found inthe bsck of Uhe Boak, the
trend of springtime yunall in Mew England
starts in March and erds 1 M T book 12
really essential to any aspiring Class V baater

andabsolutely mandatory forthe ~ Top: Paddler,Barney Bo-
seasoned creek boater that just  nito runming Button Falls,
needs a little guidance. Steep  yT photo by Lance ATpi.
Creeks of New England is pub- ’
lished by Mew England ~ ; scout-
Cartographics, costs$14.95,and 0 0™ Lm;_(”eb_/”p l
i /i € T'um (/pper

can be found on sale online ot {0 (¢ &1y B 0k VT
o Photo by Barney Bonlto.

Editor's note: If you access
Amazon.comviathe AW website,
you help AW out!
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Stay tuned for your Fox Channel 5 Special

WHEN FLASH FLOODS HIT:
me first descent« White Oak Canyon

e By Bobby “ZoneDogg” Miller

Nestled by the Skyline Drive
inMadison, VA liesafamouscan-
yon named White Oak. It had
sparked my interest because o
its reputation for big waterfalls
(6d 35feet high or greater) and
1000 feet/mile gradient. | had
hiked it in the summer o 2000,
but deemed it unrunable. How-
ever, the more | reflected upon
it, the more | thought that it
could bepaddied. Sol decidedto
go back for a second look.

On Sunday, August 12,2001,
my friend Joe Stumpfel and |
decided to hike White Oak and
clean out the trees. (Therewas
nothing to paddle; everythingwas
too low. We had looked long and
hard. | stuck to the main roads
andthegentleman's clubs, while
Joe searched the back aleys and
the whitewater houses of ill re-
pute.) So we headed to White

We walked up the trail to
Flaming Moe (thelast major wa-
terfall),then hiked thecreek bed
from there. We cut several trees
out on our way and were feeling
good about the prospect of even-
tually making a run. Then, as
luck would have it, we got ham-
mered with aviolent down pour,
just as we reached Two-Headed
Wriekazoid (thethird major wa
terfdl fromthetop).Weretreated
down the trail to the car. Aswe

Oak to start our mission.

We brought our boats along
because you never know what is
going to happen. After many
wrong turns, thanks to the
DeLorme Gazetteer that | wasted
$20 o my hard earned money on,
we finaly arrived in the parking
lot at the bottom of White Oak
Canyon. We packed in Bow Hack
and his big brother (bow saws)
and preparedto do somedamage
to any strainerswe might find.

raced down the trail, water was
running of the side guttersin
epic proportions. Wesuitedupin
thepouring rainand headed back
up thetrail at around 5:45 with
our boats.

Thefirst part of our hikewith
our boatswasworrisomebecause
the creek was still basicaly dry.
However, thefurther upthecan-
yon we trekked, the more water
wefound. By thetimewereached
Flaming Moe, White Oak Creek
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was a raging torrent with trees
barreling down it. We hiked all
theway up tothebottom d Two-
Headed Wriekazoid and prepared
to put-in.
Two-HeadedWriekazoidisthe
smallest of the major waterfalls
on White Oak (listed as 35 feet),
but it is probably the least

runable. It slopes about 15 feet
into an undercut wall, then
plunges 20 feet onto rocks and
intoacliff. Thecool ooking boul-
der drop immediately down-
stream had a large tree, so we
started in the eddy below it.
The first drop was a small
boulder garden leading into an
8-foot drop, followed by a 3-foot
boof. This was great fun, but it
gave us the scary sense of how

steep this creek was going to be.
There was nothing but a small
eddy separating this rapid from
the next gnarly drop.

Thenext rapidfeaturedasmal |
ledge into a boil and down an 8-
foot slide. It needed toberunon
the right to avoid a stiff piton.
Below this asteep slide was split

in the middle by a sloping rock.
The water was going over the
rock, rather than to the right of
it, aswe had hoped on our hike.
The water going over the rock
headed down theleftintoadeadly
slot littered with large trees. If
that slot werean icecream flavor
itwould bepralineand puke. The
right side was a cool slide that
dropped 12 feet. We decided to
walk the approach to make sure




wedidn't end upinthe death slot
ontheleft. Weput-inand ranthe
cool slide on the right.

The next plunge was a blind
8-foot ledge with vertical cliffs
surrounding it. We had | eft afew
treesinthe pool at thistop of the
dropandthesehel pedwith scout-
ing. We were able to pull our
boats up on the trees and look
over theedge. | determined that
the best movewas a SIK boof in
themiddle. It wastimefor meto
deliver an old fashioned, behind

75-80 degreeangle. Thereisan
ugly slot on the left that you
didn't want to visit. Unfortu-
nately, the rocks in the ap-
proach slide are angled to the
left, making it difficult to hit
theline.

| gave Joe the thumbs up
and he got the camera ready. |
peeled outinfront of an under-
cut and dropped a 5-foot clap-
per onto the approach dlide. |
wasrightwhere | wanted to be,
cruisingataspeed o 223 miles

the woodshed beating to this
drop. | peeled out and launched
suchasSIK onel thatflewthrough
the air and bounced off the cliff
on the left (Oh Yesh! It was
SCHWWWWEEEEEEEEETTT!).

Joe followed with a boof that
would have brought a smile to
thefaced even thestrictest boof
CONNOI SSeur.

After a cool 10-foot slide
through a slot, we were out of
ourboatsscoutinganarrow dide.
This slide had looked awesome
when it was dry, but it looked
horrendouswith water init. The
waterwent downalOfoot plunge,
piled up onto theleft bank, then
fell off a dliff that was creating a
boil of epic proportions. Weknew
that theslot wasclean, but it still
looked likeit could slamyou. We
made a quick portage, but ran
the cool 4-foot slot drop in the
run out.

After agood clapper, wewere
out scouting the 4th major wa-
terfall, Minnie Moe This water-
falislistedas41feet high, but it
has a long approach slide that
drops close to 20 feet. So the
"grand total" drop is about 60
feet. The 41-foot plunge is at a

per hour (using actual Aircraft
measurements...they use Air-
craftinVirginia). But |l hitarock
at the crux of the drop that shot
me left. So there was nothing |
could do but run the left slot. |
flew down into the slot and
launched aerial as | dropped in,
landing back ontheslide. As soon
as| landed, | bounced again, this
time ontop o alarge piton rock.

Had | not bounced, the im-
pact o hitting this rock could
have hurt alot more than agood
kick in the ass. Once | had
bounced, my boat didacomplete
rock 360 and | slid down toward
the pool. On my way, | caught a
weird shelf that shot me in the
air and flipped me. | fell about 10
feet before landing headfirst in
the pool at the bottom. | rolled
quickly and beached my boat. |
wasokay exceptasoreelbowfrom
impact at the top of the slot (I
forgot my elbow pads). The video
footage of all thisisawesomeand
should be up on zonedogg.com
soon.

Joewiselywalked around this
monstrosity and met me at the
bottom. We both decided towalk
the next drop as well, which is

Stay tuned for your Fox Channel 5 Special

caled All American Slam. This
rapid goes over a 10-foot slope
before going off a 40-foot drop
ontorocks. Theright sideisdeep,
but gettingtoit would besketchy.
I'm sureit's runable; maybe next
time I'll giveit atry.

After a cool boof into a neat
slide and some small boulder
drops, we reached Flaming Moe,
the last big waterfall. It derives
its name from an old Simpsons
songthatincludesthelyric,"Hap-
piness is just a Flaming Moe
away." Flaming Moe gets right
down to business. There is no
approach and no run out. Itisa
straight up 60-foot fallsat an 80-
degree slope into a deep pool.
The pool isshortand the outflow
ishlocked by strainers. Andsome
ugly rock shelves in the falls
proper jut out to smack you if
you are dff line.

It was almost dark when we
arrived at thisdrop. | decided to
make the scout quick and then
run it. Joe tried to video my de-
scent, but it was too dark to see
through the camera. | lined up

perfectly and came screaming
down Flaming Moe at a speed
that | never thought possible. It
was quitearushflying downthis
drop, but my fun did come at a
price. | went straight into the
pool at the bottom and the im-
pact knocked meinto next Tues-
day. You have to expect a mon-
strousimpact when you attempt
adropaslargeas60feet, but this
time | was seeing stars. | was
knocked out of my boat, so |
swam to shore. My boat cameto
rest against the strainersin the
run out, but | wasable to pull it
offwithoutany trouble. In anut-
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shell, Flaming Moe s FREAKIN
HUGE!

| got back into my boat and
ferried acrossto thetrail. There
were dtill some fun slides and
boulder drops downstream, but
itwastoodarktorunthemsafely.
We had amileand a half walk in
the pitch black to get back to my
car. It wasdefinitely challenging
and there was a little cursing as
we stumbled along. We findly
made it, tired but proud of what
we had accomplished.

White Oak Creek is truly a
magical run and the canyon is
absolutely breathtaking. The
stream is one of the toughest in
the Appalachians and the big
drops have the potential to dish
out some serious injuries. Joe
and| ranabout ahalf-mile o the
run, or about half of themilethat
drops 1000 feet. There are still
plenty of big drops above where
welaunched: Infinity and Beyond
(hugecascade dropping 82 feet),
Better Left Unrun (a60foot falls
onto rocks), Gore (a20 foot cas-
cade into a huge boulder), and

Energizer's Big Brothers (boul-
der drops that fall on and on).

| hopeto run White Oak from
the top some day soon when |
have plenty o daylight. Just pad-
dling the bottom half was one of
thesteepest, dangerous, and most
challenging things | have ever
done and one of the greatest ac-
complishments of my paddling
career.

| can'twait toreturn toWhite
Oak for another incredible
creekin’ experience.
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n Dctober 24, 2001, the Federal Energy Regulatory

Commission (FERC) issued a new license for the Rock

Creek-Cresta Hydropower Project, located onthe North
Fork Feather River in California. The new license requires Pacific
Gas and Electric (PG&E] to provide whitewater releases on two
different sections of the Narth Fork Feather, Rock Creek and Cresta.
These releases are the culmination of five-yvears of lengthy nego-
tistions by Amencan Whitewater and local volunteers in the
relicensing process. American Whitewater recently caught up
with teo of these dedicated valuntesrs, Kevin Lewizs with tha
Shasta Paddlers and Dave Steindorf with the Chico Paddleheads.
Kevin and Dave were pivotal to the success achieved on the North
Fork Feather often logging long hours in seftlament meatings. Inthe
interview below, Kevin and Dave provide the details about the
upcoming whitewater releases and nagotiations that lead to this
Settlement Agreement for a new hydropower licensa. (To leamn
more about the progression leading to this outcome see the follow-
ing articles; “North Fork Feather River—Just Add Water.” Ameri-
can Whitewatar Journal, Volume 30XV, No. 2, pgs. 28-32 and
“Whitewater Feasibility Study Completed for the North Fork Peather
River in California™ American Whitewater Journal, Volume XXX,
Ma.d, pgs. 1510,
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AW: When did American Whitewater,
ShastaPaddlersand ChicoPaddleheadsfirst
getinvolved inthe Rock Creek-Cresta hydro-
power relicense?

M KL: In June 1996, American Whitewater,
Chico PaddleHeads, Shasta Paddlers, and Cali-
fornia Outdoors filed comments on the FERC
Draft Environmental Assessment for the
project. We actually gotinvolved late in this
relicensing process but the project was far
behind schedule — the previous FERC license
had already expired thirteen years earlier.
When we filed our comments asserting that
the new license proposal failed to include a
provision for whitewater flows we were basi-
callytoldtofocus ourenergy onother relicense
proceedings by stakeholders already at the
table. Intheir eyes Rock Creek Cresta was a
done deal. We didn'ttaketheir advice andthe
restis history.

[or_———

AW:How do PG&E’s hydropower projects
impact the North Fork Feather?

DS: Clearly, PG&E was attracted to the
North Fork Featherby the same attributes that
attract boaters; gradient and water. Unlike
most other California rivers dominated by a
spring snowmelt hydrograph, the North Fork
Feather River receives substantial input from
groundwater springs keeping base flows
around 800 cfs even in late summer and fall.
Fifty-years ago PG&E constructed a system of
dams, canals and powerhouses capable of
divertingmostofthewaterfromtheriver chan-
nelfor much oftheyearexceptduring extreme
storms. This series of dams, canals and pow-
erhouses has had massive environmental and
recreationalimpactstothe North Fork Feather
River. Prior to dam construction, the North
Fork Feather was rated one of the top five
rainbow fisheriesin the country. Thatfishery
collapsed shortly after the hydropower
projects went on-line due to sedimentation,

rapid flow fluctuations, and high summertime
water temperatures. Whitewater recreation
is virtually nonexistent on the North Fork
Feather due tothe lack of 'spill* over the dams,
coupled with an absence of flow information
to the public. In fact, nearly 97% of the river
was diverted for power generation inthe pre-
viouslicense. The license we have just nego-
tiated allows continued diversion of water for
power generation, but prohibits PG&E from
monopolizing the resource to the point of ex-
cluding all other uses of the river. The new
license takes a more balanced approach, al-
locatingapercentage ofthewatertoinstream
uses. PG&E will continue to produce a signifi-
cant amount of power with these projects but
the impacts of that power production will be
mitigated. After all, we all like our lights to go
on.
E———

AW: Why did American\Whitewaterput so
much effort into this hydro relicense?

DS. American Whitewater recognizedthat
the North Fork Feather offered some of the
best roadside accessible whitewater in Cali-
fornia. Furthermore, prior to construction of
the hydropower projects, the North Fork
Feather contained sufficientwaterto be boat-
able all year long. Diversionsfor hydropower
operations completely dewatered these
reaches, robbing the public of a recreation
opportunity and depressing commerce op-
portunities in the local economy.

B AW: What would have happened if Ameri-
can Whitewater did not get involved?

DS: To be blunt, for the next thirty years
boaters would have stared at the dry riverbed
wonderingwhatthe North Fork Featherwould
be like with water in it. The FERC failed to
recognize the whitewater potential of the
North Fork Feather. The draftlicense applica-

Back: Concrete Flume
delivering water (o Cresta
Powerhoiise,

Photo by John e’I-'m_:_;r:.ni.

Left: Do you like smooth
sterra granite? Photo by
Rich Bowers,

tion issuea by the FERC in 1995 did not contain
requirements to provide whitewater releases
in the new thirty-year hydropower license. .
American Whitewater saw the writing on the
wall backin 1996 and jumped into change the
outcome: American Whitewater jumped in to
save the North Fork Feather for present and
future generations of paddlers.

The real difference came when American
Whitewater's Conservation Director, John
Gangemi, began the campaign to restore the
North Fork Feather. John's expertise inriver
ecology gave him the ability to work closely
with agency biologists to craft an annual
hydrograph focused on restoring the ecologi-
cal integrity of the Feather. This was invalu-
able in our success on this project.
i c—

AW: What were the major obstacles to
restoring whitewater flows to the North Fork
Feather?

KL: Actually, the obstacles seemed end-
less. Due to the advanced stage of this
relicensing process, the FERC would notorder
additional studies. We were lacking nearly
every study imaginable necessary to address
flow allocationsforfisheries, wildlife andrec-
reation. The existing studies were outdated
andthe data questionable. would say the two
greatest obstacles were the lack of a
whitewater boating study to identify boating
flows and speculative arguments about
whitewater flows damaging the fishery.

AW: How did you overcome these ob-
stacles?

KL: Ourfirstgoalwasto complete aboating
study in order to quantifythe number of boat-
ing days available under current operating
conditions as well as the number of days lost
due to project construction. This data was
essential to make a strong legal argument to
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Lars Holbek setting up for ¢
many rock spins on the Tobin
section. Photo by Rich Bowers.

the U.S. Forest Service and the FERC that
projectimpacts onwhitewater boating oppor-
tunities had to be mitigated. Unfortunately,
PG&E refusedto conduct a whitewater study
claiming instead that periodic spill over the
dam crest provided ample opportunities.
American Whitewater carefully undermined
PG&E’s argument at a stakeholder meeting by
providing detailed flow information proving
that whitewater opportunities did not occur
regularly. PG&E then consented to provide
water for awhitewater flow study but refused
to fund a qualified consultant to conduct the
study. American Whitewater organized the
study which took place in June 1999. The
study truly marked a turning point—now we
could definitively quantify the water neces-
sary forwhitewater opportunities and overlay
that on the natural hydrograph of the North
Fork Feather River. We then began to work
with the Settlement Group crafting an annual
whitewater release schedule based on the
hydrograph.

# DS: Speculation aboutwhitewater impacts

—_-ontheflsherv was more difficultto overcome.

First, we made a decision to only request
whitewater releases that would have natu-
rallyoccurred onthe Featherwithoutthedams.
We felt flows in this range were ecologically
important for both restoring healthto the river
and providing boating opportunities. This
helped us distinguish betweenthe interestsin
protecting fishery verses angling opportuni-
ties. Some stakeholders referred to the pro-
posed whitewater releases as high flows,
wheninrealitythese were the natural flows of
the Feather. People had gotten so used to
seeing only atrickle of water inthe North Fork
Feather that anything greater seemed like a
flood. Secondly, we developeda planto moni-
tor the whitewater flows during the firstthree
years to determine if there was any biological

impacts. That's whythe whitewater releases
are phased in overtime. We are confidentthe
releases will actually have a positive effect
ontheriver.

AW: Describe the whitewater resources
on the North Fork Feather.
DS: The Rock Creek and Cresta reaches

{indry andcritically dry years). Waterwill spill
over Cresta Dam on Saturday and Rock Creek
Dam on Sunday. The flow volumes will de-
crease with each passing monthto mimic the
downwardslo J)e ofthe naturalhydrograph for,
this watershe

~ mAW: Isthis release schedule permanent?

contain a wide spectrum of whitewater op- —#&KL: The Settlement Agreement contains an

portunities, ranging from Class If to Class V.
Furthermore, the granite domes lining the
Cresta reach create the most scenic section
of roadside whitewater in California. Rock
Creek actually contains two whitewater
reaches distinctly different in difficulty. The
fourmile Class HRogers Flatsection starts at
Rock Creek Dam and ends atthe Dump Road
access point. Below this the Class V Tobin
section begins the first two miles of which
contain some of the best IV+ V- whitewater
imaginable — house sized granite boulders
sculpted by geologic time and the flowsof the
Feather. There are over twenty drops inthis
two-mile section creating a maze of slotsand
boofs! The last two miles of the Tebin section
are fun Class Ill-1V drops.

The Cresta Run starts with two miles of in-
credibly scenic Class {V. Granite domes that
stretch out of sight and waterfalls cascading
down the sheer walls of the canyon. 1think
the Crestareachisthe perfectintroductionto
Class 1V paddling — something thatis lacking
in the summer in California. The last three
miles provide great Class II-1ll beginner run
that sports some good play spots.

adaptive managementclause basedinparton
the demand for the river by whitewater pad-
dlers. This clause, referredto as use triggers,
is activated in the fourth year of the license.
Whitewater releases may be added or re-
moved to each month based on usage levels
during the previous year. There is also an
adaptive management clause requiring eco-
logical monitoring of whitewaterflows as well
as monitoring potential conflicts with anglers.
Negative impacts detected by either of these
monitoring efforts could result in changes to
the whitewater release schedule.

B AW: How will boaters know about the
releases?

DS: American Whitewater will publish the
release schedule annually. Changes in the
release schedule will be posted after April 1,
once the water year type (based on snow-
pack)is determined. For up to date informa-
tion visit American Whitewater's
Streamkeeper pages for the Rock Creek and
Cresta reaches (Rock Creek
<www.americanwhitewater.org/rivers/id/196/
>; Cresta<www.americanwhitewater.org/riv-
ers/id/191/>). 0=

AW. Whatis the whitewaterrelease sched- —3 AW. Would you do it again?

_ule?

Bl KL: Of course: there is so much to gain.

B KL: Forthe firstthree years of the license, ~ There are hundreds of opportunities for re-

=releaseswill occur onthe firstiull weekend of
the month, June through October (in normal
and wetyears) and June through September

storlng whitewater flows to rivers impacted
by hydropower projects all over the US. In
California alone there are 167 dams impacting

. Py




on the Class ¥
" section during the
Whitewater Flow Study.
Photo by Rich Bowers.
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whitewater opportunities. | am currently in-
volved in a relicensing on the Pit River where
hydropower projects dewater about 15 miles
of riverbed that would normally be great
whitewater.

3

B DS: Yes, | amworking an thres other ydro

power relicense proceedings on the North
Fork Feather: The Upper North Fork hydro
project operated by PG&E with an8 mile Class
11t and 10 mite Class V section (see “0ld School
Meets New School," Journal of the American
Whitewater, Volume XLI, No. 1, pgs 14-18 and
"Whowould have Thought...” pgs 21-22,same
issue); the Poe hydropower project also oper-
ated by PG&E dewatering a9 mile reach con-
taining two distinct sections of whitewater—
45 mile Class V and 45 mile Class IIf section
(see "Poe Flow Study," Journal of the Ameri-
canWhitewater, Volume XL, No. 4, pgs 24); and
athe Oroville hydropower project operated by
California Department of Water Resources.

Fevin Lewis rakirg irro

County Hole, Cresta
h. O BPJohn Gangent.

[0 AW: Now that the FERC has issued the
license is there more work that needs to be
doneto secure releases?

DS: We expect a huge response from the
boating communitywhen releases begin. Un-
fortunately, construction on Highway 70 com-
bined with PG&E's dams limits access and
parkingin some places atpresent. Toaccom-
modate the increased recreational demand
American Whitewater is working closely with
the U.S. Forest Service and CALTRANS to
improve accesstothe riverinboththe Cresta
and Rock Creek Reaches. This will require
some capital improvements. The Settlement
Agreement calls for PG&E to provide $100,000
for access improvements with another
$200,000 in matching funds. American
Whitewater and other stakeholders will be
seeking those matching funds to phase inthe
access improvements.

In addition, American Whitewater is part of
the Ecological Resources Committee {ERC).
The ERC is responsible for monitoring the re-
sources of the North Fork Feather for the 30-

year term of the new license. As part of the
ERC, American Whitewater will be requiredto
commit resources for the next thirty-vears to
protecttheinterests of whitewater recreation,
and the many other conditions of this license
agreement.

AW: Do you have any advice for others
tryingto restorewhitewater opportunities on
dewatered rivers?

KL: Show up at the meetings: otherwise,
other partiesmake the decisionsfor you! Start
early inthe process and be persistent. Builda
data set based on sound scientific studies—
avoid uncertainty and assumptions. Forge
strong alliances with other interest groups
and agencies. Be aware of the utility's strat-
egies - particularly the "divide and conquer"
tactics and attempts to "drive the process."
Alwaysmaintainthe moralhigh ground. Lastly,
contact American Whitewater — they have a
wealth of knowledge based on a legacy of
successinhydrorelicensingavailableto boat-
ers. Youcan contact American Whitewater at

www.americanwhitewater.org.

Release Schedulefor the Rock Creek and Cresta sections

on the North Fork Feather River, California.
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©Jason Robertson

Les Barrages Tuent Les Rivieres!

Fn du Monde por Rivieres Canadian.

* By Jason Robertson

It's not like | need a new river conservation cause. | don't. Especialy not one in another
country, I've got enough river and socia issues on my plate as American Whitewater's Ac-
cess Director. But, sometimes, a place or a purpose worms itsway under my radar and |
just can't look the other way. This summer, one such crisis inveigled its way into my per-
ception when | learned that ALL OF MY FAVORITE CANADIAN RIVERSARE THREAT-
ENED by dams.

If you've been to Ontario or Quebecfor a paddling trip in the last six years, you've prob-
ably seen the poster. You know, the one with the crazed childlike drawing of a paddier
with teeth clenched on a paddie and a broken blade. This isthe logo for the Gatineau River
festival, which takes place on the last weekend in August.

Thisyear's poster carriesa new message, asimple message, in blood red handwriting,
"DamsKill Rivers. Les Barrages Tuent Les Rivieres."

Why now?Why 2001? Earlier thisyear, as the United States began experiencing power
shortages, Natural Resources Minister Jacques Brassard proposed building 36 low power
dams on 24 rivers by 2005 to generate a measly 425 megawatts. Without exception, the

ivers

“In a move suggesting
that the provincial
government has either
taken leave of its
senses or is gearing
up for the next
election, Natural
Resources Minister
Jacques Brassard has
announcedthat
private buyers can
build hydroelectric
dams on 24 of the
province's most
beautiful and well-
used recreational
waterways."

The Montreal Gazette 5/29/2001

in Canada Tool

At left background photo is by Julie Keller.
Insets are photos by Jean Marc Poey.®
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“In a province where there is no pressing need to expand hydro production
for domestic consumption, the idea that some of the best recreational sites

should be stopped up with concrete defies logic.”

The Monireal Gazete 52692000

proposed dams are on infamous whitewater rivers of all skill
levels, ranging from wilderness canoe runs on the Mistassini
to theclassic surf on the ClassIII Gatineau and the Class V+
Seven Sisters on the Rouge{ See sidebar for complete list-
ing}.

I'd heard rumors about the dams earlier this year, but
didn't believe that they were real. After al, if someone were
proposing to dam 24 classic rivers in the States, wouldn't
boatersand conservationists throw their paddlesin the air
and scream bloody murder until someone took action to
protect them?

The problem in Canada is that the population istoo
small, the environmental laws are too lax, the riversare too
remote, and people simply don't know about the resources
in their backyard or that these invaluable rivers are about to
belost in order to line some banker's pockets. Regardless,
Canada's government knows the value of the American Dol-
lar, and it's up to usto remind the nation's leaders that our
tourism brings money to the hinterlands of their nation and
that whitewater boatersare prepared to spend money on
their vacations to protect these rivers.

Thefirst time | went boating in Canada, my friends and |
heard about something called the " Sept-Soeurs" (SevenSis-
ters) on the Rouge. People talked in hushed whispers about
discovering the Seven Sisters as though they had found the
Holy Grail. Eventually, my group found a kayaker who could
tell uswhere it was, and Brooks, Christian, Cameron, Paige,
and | set out on our pilgrimage.

The Rouge has since been featured in countless videos,
but at the time, it was still an unknown. The river had not
yet become a destination in itself, like the Green Narrowsin
North Caroling; instead, it remained the stuff that legends
were made of, in fact the legend came complete with a
guardian tower, aforeign tongue, mysterious objects, naked
sirens on the rocks, and six terrifyingly exciting adventures.

We knew that we'd entered somewhere special upon see-
ing the old log and rock tower at the top of the gorge, which
bears the cautionary yellow legend: R-VI Danger Chutes.
Moments later, we came around the bend and were con-
fronted by ableak horizon line. When we got out to scout,
we immediately knew thefirst 12-foot drop was runnable,
but it was followed closely by a second with a monstrous

%

(Jason Robertson
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"Hydro-Quebechas revised its estimates and says that a dam project with
production costs estimated to be more than three cents a kilowatt/hour is
unacceptable. Not one of the small-dam projects can produce electricity at

lessthan three cents a MW/hour.”
The Montreal Gazette 5/29/2001

keeper hole and a narrow boof point. Following the bubbles,
we counted 1, 2, 3... 7 seconds from the base o thefirst wa
terfall to the lip of the second. Not alot of room for error. In
amoment o comical hysteria, Brooksleapt down between
the rocks into the mysterious remains o an old motorboat,
posing alternately asa pilot, mermaid, and masthead. The
tension broken, we ran both drops clean then hiked back up
and ran them over and over again beforefinally heading fifty
yards down river. | treasure the memory of awonderful run
on thefirst drop, launching my Fury, landing and sinking
through the boail, pulling a complete mystery move, and sur-

“World renawn instructors, including:
Ken Whiting, Tyler Curtis, Brendan Mark,
Kevin Varette, Chad Hitchins, and more..
-2, 3 and 5-day courses for all skill levels
-Fully equipped base camp at River Run Paddling Center
-INCREDIBLE VALUE FOR THE US DOLLAR!!
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facing with time for one solid boof stroke that launched me
cleanly over Number Two.

The third drop, sometimes referred to as The Slut, was
deep, thrashy, trashy, sloppy, and easy. Tear around the
bend, throw your wad, drop about 20 feet, and go deep. The
longest | stayed down was four seconds. The Slut looked
fearful, but it didn't hold any of our group, though Jimmy
Blakeney tellsascary story about Herve Amalbert and Steve
Fisher getting pummeled there at this year's Montreal Big
Water Invitational high water rodeo (view the video on-line
at http://kayakmag.com/movies/kayak_movies.html},

Kayak International

-Ottawa Valley Experience
7 day road trip that includes rivers like the Ottawa,
Gatineau, Rouge, Petawawa, and more...

-BC River Experience
Paddle the best of the west, including the Kicking Horse,
Clearwater, and the legendary Skookumchuk Tidal Rapids!

-Top quality, allinclusive kayak trips.

Call for a free video brochure!

www.kayakinternational.com | www.liquidskills.com

450 922 1796 613 582 3340
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"Thesenew small power plants will strip the Quebec tourism sector from
vital assets and Quebec citizens from a unique part of their heritage. Onthe
other hand, at the economic level, small power plants benefit essentially to
afew private promoters, since they generate no employment.”

Federation Quebecoise du Canot et du Kayak.

Deeper in the canyon, around the bend, lurk drops Four and
Five. Four isadevil's choice; go right down the run-out
slide feeding directly into the crapper on Five, or snake
through the boofsand broaches on the left, hoping to stay
upright long enough to launch over the sweet spot on Five.
Either way, the margin for error is high, and the hole below
Five looked trenchy. Ultimately we ran both drops clean and
our group cruised through with primal screams echoing
over the roaring rapids.

Moments later, at Six, my nemesis, | had my glasses
ripped off my head and was left with an arm in my Chums.
Since then, I've run the drop about 20 times, in 20 different
ways, and I've only had a clean line once. | don't know what
itisabout the drop, it looks easy, but it's got my number. |
think, 1 just relax too much before running it.

Seven, isthe redheaded stepchild of the run. It's the runt,
and hardly bears mentioning except that there's a nudist
colony on the left and you often see more flesh then you'd
ever expect in a remote Canadian river when you paddle
through the drop.

It would be a crying shame to lose this river to a dam;
and for me, it would be like watching an ex getting married

toaguy I've never liked or respected.

If the Rouge was the only river on the dam list, | might
be complacent, but it's not. The dam list includes other clas-
sics loves, like the Gatineau, which is only two or three
hours from the Ottawa, and the Mistassibi in Northern Que-
bec.

One lasting memory of the Gatineau will be of watching
giant meteors burn across the night sky under the Milky
Way. My friendsand | were laying in the grass at the Bonnet
Rouge take-out, and one meteor in particular bounced in
green, blue, and red across thefield of stars leaving ayellow
arc flaming in the atmosphere for several minutes.

Much will belost if the Gatineau is dammed. Sure, the
river has some flat water, but nothing as bad as the lakes on
the Ottawa and the holes and wavesaren't give-me's. But
there are five or six phenomenal big water play waves and
holes with names like Lucifer and Haute Tension, and there
is NEVER aline to get on them. Imagine playing at McCoy's
on the Ottawa or Hell Hole on the Ocoee without asoul in
sight, and you get an idea of what avisit to the Gatineau is
like.

| honestly don't know if | like the rapids, solitude, or the
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“What chance does a remote river have when even those like the Rouge
that support commercial rafting and extensive recreational traffic are

candidates for damming. It is very disturbing.”

American Whitewater Member & Canadian John O Leary

names on the Gatineau better. Lucifer had a series of named
holes; thefirst center holeis “L’Ange Gardien" (Guardian
Angel), which isfollowed closely downstream by “L’Agneau
de Dieu" (God's Lamb) on the left and the aptly named
“L’Anus de Lucifer" (Lucifer'sAnus) on the right.

Haute Tension includes three fast surf waveswith a deep,
clean play hole called " Transformateur" (Transformer). |
can't recall when I've ever laughed so hard on the river as
when | watched my buddy Chad drop into the
Transformateur, blast the hole, bite the bow, and get a
dozen un-intendo cartwheels. Every time he started to come

out he'd roll up, place a bracing stroke on the right and ac-
cidentally throw himself infor another violent trundling.
When hefindly rolled out of the hole the rest of ustook
turnssurfing and spinning in the hole and joking about
Chad's cosmic trip before getting flipped ourselves.
There's more to the Gatineau than awesome play waves,
there are also the songbirds and raptors, the skeletal logs
and other remnants o the last proud bonnet rouge log drive
in 1994, the "bleuts" (blueberries) hanging over the eddies,
and broad six-foot waterfalls that remind me of the
Chattooga in Georgia.
Beyond the whitewater, the

Water wants-n...
This will keep-it-out!

No matter howsrouw

from Navarro ufﬂﬂ.kfﬁ
3 x

e guarantee ERE

Wwill keep you eE

wlﬂﬂpﬂﬂ$f1

that vou're WEErEREE
) ; <

k+ paddling gear”
ter out-

Extreme. Priytop
[k aterproof.. -

most amazing and irreplaceable
thing that would be lost if the
Gatineau is dammed are the
guartzite canyons. These crystal-
linewhite wallslook like icy gla-
cierswith hard chunks of coal on
thesurface. Inall my traveling,
I've never seen anything like
them, and neither words nor pic-
tures do them justice. You simply
have to visit the Gatineau to ap-
preciate the canyon cliffsin all
their chipped, polished, and re-
flected beauty.

After arun on the Gatineau,
you can head 10 minutes upriver
from the tasteful and friendly riv-
erside, beachfront campground
at Bonnet Rouge to Maniwaki
and eat at the fabled Centre Cha-
teau Logue for afive star meal at
cut-rate Canadian prices (three
beers, four courses, and great
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ambiance for lessthan $40 American), and sample regional
hi-octane brews like Blanche De Chambly, Fin du Monde,
or Maudite.

Anight's drive northwest d Ottawa, the government is
proposing dams on five sections of the Mistassini and three
sections o the Mistassibi. Both riversfeed Lac Sainte-Jean,
and both have long, continuous rapidswith play holes that
make the ones on the Ottawalook tiny. Theseriversare re-
mote, have no local advocates, and are true wilderness runs
ranging from multi-day Class | canoe sectionsto easily por-
taged Class V+ whitewater.

Though | haven't boated the Mistassini yet, |'ve scouted
the last few dropsinto the lake. This rapid isvisible from
the highway crossing. The river constricts and plunges into
amonster hole that hasafoam pile on the back that isat
least 20 feet high. Just upstream, there are aseriesd clas-
sicfalsrivaling the Streamers on the Potomac's Great
Falls.

A few milesfurther North, the Mistassibi enters the lake.

L 2L
N2 (€

We Want You In Our Skirts

Brooks lined whitewater and touring skirts has a model
to fit every paddlers need. Even raft guides in the far north.
And we're not just blowin’ wind up your skirt!

>’
Hlll}lflli'!l:

BrooksWetsuits Ltd. Toll Free 1-888-986-3441 Fax: (604) 986-3443
e-mail: brookspaddlegearcom www.info@brookspaddlegear.com

The Mistassibi is a broad, shallow draft river where the wa:
ter runsin thick sheets across multiple 6-foot ledges mak-
ing phenomenal play and keeper holes.

The crux rapid must have alocal name (perhaps"Ha
waii"), but I've never run into anybody that can confirm
what it's called, so my friends have alternately dubbed it the
Funnel or the Firehose. The river necks down to about fifty
feet, forcing all the water through the canyon wals. This
formsagiant 10-foot high funnel that gapes upstream and
jetswater and air out downstream through a closed siphon.
The Funnel isa hungry and sloppy eater, and |'ve never seen
another rapid likeit.

My memory d running the Funnel isincomplete but in-
volves gunning into the funnel and getting shot out the
back. | recall ayoung Andrew McEwan going in low and get-
ting troughed, while Ryan Bwent in high and got thrown
violentlyinto the meat. My vague memories are the result
d too many nightsdriving and too many days playing on
Canadas incredible rivers.

So far, I've described visits to four classic rivers that
would be shoe-ins for Wild & Scenic status in the States and
protected from dams, but Canadadoesn't have America's
legidativeprotections, and their government is proposing as
many as ten dams on just these four rivers.

Unfortunately, the dam list goeson, and includes other
Canadian whitewater treasureslike the beautifully named
M etabetchouane, Sainte-Ursule falson the Maskinonge
River, Neuf Fallson the Batiscan River, Kipawa, the Grand
Canyon o the Chute Sainte-Anne, Matawin, and the epic
falls on the Petite Nation. Canada's dam policy istruly a
tragedy in the making.

In my last Canadiantrip, | spent five days playing on the
Ottawa, Gatineau, and LaChine. | never used cash to pay for
anything, only plastic. My credit card receipt was about
$250 Canadian or just lessthan $175 American. | ate great,
sept hard, played harder, and would've spent alot morefor
the same culinary and living experiencein the States. Sure |
had to drive 12 hours to get to Canadafrom Washington
DC, but it wasworth the overnight haul and loss of sleep for
such an awesome experience and rewarding memories. Now,
| can't believethat this experienceisat risk d becoming
only amemory, and that in just four years| may only have
the crowded play spots d the Ottawato enjoy on my sum-
mer vacations to Canada.
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“Two hours north of Quebec City, five hours northeast of Montreal or
seven hours river left of the Ottawa for those of you whose geography is
limited solely to hydrography, is Jonquiere. Jonquiere is centered in an
area known as the Saguaney - Lac Saint Jean Region. if you were from

this region however, you would probably call it “la region,” and would

most likely have no idea you lived in a paddling wonderland.”

Wade Gapes, Rapid Maganne

Back home in the States, I'm looking at the wall in my of- Want to help?
fice, staring at my copy o the 2001 Gatineau Festival poster. Write to the Federation Quebecoise du Canot et du Kayak
Dams Kill Rivers. If enough o uswrite to the Canadian gov-  and let them know what you think of the government's plan

ernment and share our dreams, stories, and experiences to destroy 24 o Canada's riversfor an inconsequential
about visiting the rivers and spending our money in Ontario  amount o power. The Federation will forward your com-
and Quebec, we might just be able to look back on this ments to the appropriate authorities:
threat and say with pride " Americans Saved Canada's Rivers
for Canadians.” Federation Quebecoise du Canot et du Kayak
More information is availablefrom Federation Quebecoise 4545, avenue Pierre-de-Coubertin
du Canot et du Kayak at: <http://www.canot-kayak.qc.ca/ C.P. 1000 Succ. M
preserv/riv_menacees_f{.html> and from the government at: Montreal, QC
<http://www.mrn.gouv.qc.ca/2/23/230/ CanadaH1V 3R2
liste_preliminaire_site.asp>. <http://www.canot-kayak.qc.ca>

Dams Kill Rivers
in _C_;_anada Too!

®Jean Marc Poey
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¢ By Deb O’Keefe

Welcometo JimiCup 2001, a
squirt boater festival! The an-
nual event takes place on the Ot-
tawa River and was attended this
year by over 40 people. Thiswas
the third annual JimiCup even
though it was my first year in at-
tendance o thisgreat Canadian
river celebration. What started
with just asmall group o squirt

imiCup 2001

boaters has blossomed into a
unique whitewater event. Par-
ticipants represented three
countries, four provincesand
ten states. Scott Docherty orga-
nized JimiCup with the help of
several local paddiers. During
the three day event, participants
had numerous opportunitiesto
play, both on and dff the river.

Friday started with aclinic
taught by Jim Snyder. Here pad-
dlers could learn new movesand
sharpen their technique. We
were all lucky to have the oppor-
tunity to learn from one d the
mastersand founders o squirt
boating. Many paddlers spent
Friday at Smoothie, a superb
mystery spot at the top of
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JimiCup 2001

Left page top: Group picture of JimiCup participants. Photo by Ed Skrzypkowski.

Left page bottom: Squirt boaters relaxing and playing at Smoothie. Photo by Chris Martin.

Top: Chris Towles in a mystery move. Photo by Chris Martin.

Bottom: Eric Zitzow setting up for a mystery move. Photo by Chris Martin

McCoy's Rapid. Paddlerswere
able to achieve consistent down-
timein thefiveto ten second
range. Someone should have
posted an addiction warning on
the side o theriver; onceyou
got to ride Smoothie, al you
wanted was more! After afulfill-
ing day o playing, we retired to
River Run Campground for a

bonfire and much socializing.
Saturday was a glorious day,
sunny and warm. More paddlers
arrived to enjoy Smoothie and
run theriver. The Ottawaisa
beautiful river, with big ClassIIl/
IV rapids separated by deep, boily
pools. Some o these poolsare
big enough to be called lakes,
but the whitewater action in the

==

| ATIL FUULE
| Madawaska Kanu Centre |

Since 1972, MKC offers highly personal
instruction from Beginner to Expert in
Kayaking and Open Canoeing. Located on
the Madawaska River, we provide all the
comforts of a vacation resort. And better
yet, our Rivers are clean, warm and
uncrowded. Weekend and 5-Day Courses.

rirantr Witlet
§13.756.3620  £13.584.5268
www.owl-mke.ca
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rapids is more than enough to
justify the flatwater. However,
extended periods crammed into a
squirt boat have a tendency to
cause frequent stops; it takesa
lot of disciplineto persuade your
feet that they WANT to returnto
the boat for the next rapid. The
group stopped to play at
Pushbutton and Brain Douche.
Near the end o the run, orga-
nizer Scott Docherty had an un-
fortunate run-in with arock that
deprived him o one blade d his
prized wood squirt paddie! The
rest o the group tried their best
to console him at theend o the
day by serving up large quanti-
ties of KawarthaLakes Cream
Ale, with some degree of success.

The evening activities contin-
ued at the campground with bids
for Nerf Gdlf teams. Both US
and "CanadaA Teamswerewell
represented, with astrong show-
ing from the Voodoo Rocket boys
and Team Bermuda. The course
was rugged, with traps and pen-
alty shots in abundance. Occa-
sional interference from cars
(runningover the Nerf golf ball)
made for added excitement. The
golf participantswere a hardy
bunch, continuing the game by
flashlight well after dark. Team
Canada took home the trophy
thisyear, while Team U.S. vows
to take less pendty (tequila)
shots next year.

Afun-for-all downtime (mys-
tery move) competition took
place Sunday. Almost everyone
participated in thisevent. Each
ridewastimed and an extra .5

second could be added or deleted
depending on the exit move.
Paddlers had a total o five rides
to complete their score. First
prize went to Joel Harrisfor a
total o 80.8 seconds underwa-
ter. Second was Jason Rodwell
with 80.5 and Eric Zitzow
rounded out the top three with
75.8 seconds. Thelongest single
ride of the day went to Joel: ato-
tal of 23.6 seconds! Back at the
campground, prizeswere
awarded to all participants.
Thanks to the following compa-
nies/people for their generous
donations. Dagger, Jim Snyder,
Leve Six, Murky Water, Percep-
tion, PS Composites, RapidMag,
Wild Rock Boatwerks, SiV,

Langford Canoe, Shred Ready,
Fat Eddy's Threadworks, and Joel
Harris' mom. A group picture
was taken at this time to show off
al the squirt boats and
metalflake glitter!

The JimiCup was an excellent
event celebrating all aspects of
squirt boating. It wasgreat to
have a chance to paddle with a
large group o squirtists on such
abeautiful river. Plenty df ideas
about outfitting, new moves, and
boat designs were available for/
fromall. All told, the event was
atremendous success. If you
were unable to attend this year,
be sure to make plans for
JimiCup 2002!

FPEARDLE WITH THE WHITEWATER PIBNEERE OF THE BTTAWA

Wiltlerness Tours
KAYAK SCHODL

I DTTAWA RIVER = CANADA

& DeLw-Fror

oty R pedtalphotis 4 mose o

-

WWW.OTTAWAKAYAK.COM =

1-800-267-9166
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Saving the
Gatmeau'

Upper-Gatineau Whitewater Festival

one o the early editions of
he Upper-Gatineau
hitewater Festival, Jasmin
efevre, co-founder of the
estival, stood admiring the
crowds of paddlersat the Bonnet
Rouge Rapids pull-out. He was heard
to mutter, in an odd mixture of awe
and exasperation that he found it in-
conceivable that anyone, who had ever
paddled the Festival sec-
tion of the Gatineau be-
tween the towns of
Maniwaki and Bouchette,
could ever let anything
happen to it. The awe
came from the magnifi-
cence o theriver, the ex-
asperation from itsvul-
nerability.

O course what Jasmin
was talking about was
proprietorship and if put-
ting people on the River
givesthem astake in its
future, then the Festival
has to be considered an
unmitigated success. Every year there
have been increasing numbers of pad-
dlers on the Gatineau. From a modest
beginning fiveyears ago, the 2001 edi-
tion saw over 1000 kayakers, canoeists
and rafterstake to the water during
the last weekend of August.

For close to 180 years, proprietor-

e By Don Karn
e Photos by Jean Marc Poey

ship o the Gatineau was in the hands
of asuccession of lumber barons and
pulp and paper companies. They used
the river to drive raw materials from
the region's forests to manufacturing
markets. Finally during the early
1990s the log drive ground to a slug-
gish but inexorable halt. For thefirst
time the river became accessible to the
local community. Judging by many of

i,
e

the local newspaper reports o the
time, theinitial reaction wasfo return
control to outside, allowing exporta-
tion of local raw materials, thistime
electricity. Aswith the lumber trade
of the past, the region itself would lose
the benefit of the full potential of its
own resources. There was some men-

tion of development of ecotourism, but
there seemed little understanding that
once given over to hydro development,
the unique attraction o the river for
ecotourists would be compromised.

It is not surprising that the local
community wasslow to realize the true
value of the River. It is bounded by pri-
vate property, no public roads run par-
allel to the rapids section o theriver,
and the Kitigan Zibi
Algonquin Indian Resewe
lies along five miles off it's
west bank. As Mayor Robert
Coulombe of Maniwaki ob-
sewed with someirony in
his welcoming speech at
thisyear's Festival, it took a
canoe club from Montreal
to help the local population
discover its own river and
appreciate its potential.

In the summer of 1996,
the Portageurs Canoe Club
o Montreal organized an
exploratory canoe trip.
Aware that the log drive
had recently been terminated on the
Catineau, they decided to explore the
Maniwaki Bouchette section of the
river. To their surprise and delight
they stumbled upon a rare treasure.
They also learned that this new found
treasure was threatened with hydro de-
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velopment. Jasmin
Lefebvreand club presi-
dent Alain Bonin decided
to organize a canoe festi-
val. From the start, the
objectives o the Festival
were clearly spelt out: to
make people aware of the
natural splendor of the
Gatineau, to lobby to pre-
serve the Gatineau in its
natural state and to work
for the preservation o all
threatened Quebec rivers
by donating Festival pro-
feedsd PthscBamromtobdueb ers.

The Festival started quietly in late
August o 1997. 150 paddlers gathered
in Maniwaki to experience the thrill of
the Gatineau. By pure accident, | hap-
pened to be present. During a short
break in thefrivolity of that first Festi-
val Saturday night, | listened with in-
terest as president Bonin spoke of the
importance o remembering the objec-
tives, one o the most important being
to make the local community aware of
itsown river. | wasintrigued, and
shortly after, | introduced myself to
him as alocal who wanted to check out
the river. | wondered
if he had a spot for me
in acanoe the next
day. He hesitated a
moment, asked me if |
knew how to swim
and if | had any
whitewater experi-
ence. "Lots" | lied,
and that's how | dis-
covered the Gatineau.
The next morning |
jumped into Alain's
canoe. I've been there
ever since. But my ex-
perience isfar from
unique. Onerideisal
it takes and lots of
others have clam-
bered on board. There is now a dedi-
cated group of local preservationists
that helps with the logistics and opera-
tion o the Festival site.

If it's the vulnerability of the
Gatineau that lends a sense of urgency

to the organization of the Festival, and
it a perverse sort of way, leads To it’s
success, the river itsef cannot be ig-
nored as a drawing card. There ame sev-
eral park and paddle rapids in the vi-
cinity of Maniwaki, among them La
Gueule du Lion, (Lion's Mug) and La
Bouche du Chaton, (Kitty's Mouth),
but the main Festival run isasurpris-
ing compact stretch of 8 km. (5mi).
There are 8 separate rapids packed into
the runwith minimal flatwater be-
tween the breaks. Names such as
Haute Tension, (High Tension), Le
Mur (TheWall) and I’Anus de Lucifer,

(notranslation necessary), give an idea
of the types of waves and holes on the
river. But even at festival time, with
Hydro Quebec cooperating with a re-
|ease from the Baskatong Reservoir,
the river camn be paddled by a wide

1hee

range of skill levels. Thereare
several lines available on all
rapids, from the cowboy-rodeo
route of the RIVN (ClassIVN)
to sneaky Rl (Classl) lines
following the inside turns of
the river, to the sure-footed
path of the well-marked por-
tages, al this running through
pristine wilderness less than
90 miles north of the nation's
capital.

But the Gatineau experi-
ence is more than the river. As
Karl Gesslein, a kayaker from
Ithaca, New York, wrote on his
web site after the 1998 Festival, "...the
Gatineau Fegtiual was by far the best
paddling weekend all summer. | was
skeptical about the 6 hr. drive but... |
can safelysay that it wasworthit. |
haue never met any culturethat isas
hospitableas the French-Canadians.
They fedus, shuttled us, let us camp
and gaue us hot showersand kept up a
nice fivethat burned all night long.
Never once was | made o fed asstu-
pid as| felt for not being able to speak
French...”

Two o those hospitable French-Ca-
nadians"bookend" the main festival

route. Accessto the

river is provided by

Margueritte

Lafrance, (thename

Margueritte isalso

French for daisy,

hence the flower logo

on the accesssigns),
while Isabelle

Gagnon is owner-op-

erator of the en-
chanting and spec-
tacular Bonnet

Rouge take-out and

campsite. Nicer
people you would be
hard-pressed to find
and they are precious
~ collaborators. They
share the paddlers' vision of sustain-
able tourist development o the river
with scrupulous respect for the natural
setting. But on the Gatineau, collabo-
ration can never be taken for granted.
In at least two instances, under pres-
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surefrom private hydrode-
velopers, cooperative land-

owners have changed their
minds and now deny river

accessto paddlers, and the
Festival.

From the put-in camp-
siteat Margueritte's to the
take-out at Isabagll€'s, the
river drops 55 feet. Tak to
awhitewater paddler and a
hydroelectric engineer
about drop and weall know
that they see two different
things. The paddler sees
eddy lines, souse holesand
haystacks, the engineer sees mega-
watts. The curious thing about the
Gatineau, isthat Hydro Quebec doesn't
see enough megawaitts to find develop-
ment profitable.

But Hydro Quebec, a provincia
crown corporation isn't thevillainin
thisstory. For severa years the provin-
cial government has been talking of
stimulating regional economies by al-
lowing private enterprise to enter the
ring. In May d thisyear the talk be-
came ared threat as
the Quebec govern-
ment announced that
it would proceed with
its privatization pro-
gram for small scale
hydro projects where
local and native com-
munitiesagreed. The
Gatineau wason the
list of 24 rivers, with
two o the 36 proposed
sites. Hydro develop-
ment at either o the
Gatineau sites, the
Corbeau or Cedres
Rapids, would drivea
stake through the
heart o the festival.

There are many arguments against
the government privatization program.
[ronically, Quebec Natural Resources
Minister Jacques Brassard, father of
the program, acknowledgesone of the
most compelling. If al 36 sites on the
privatization list were to be developed,
their combined production would be
425 megawatts. Accordingto

Brassard's own figures, 425 megawatts
represents only one year d what he
projects to be Quebec'sannual in-
Ccrease in energy needs. Admittedly, as
we go forward in the new century, en-
ergy needswill increase but one has to
wonder if sacrificing 24 riversto pro-
duce a paltry 425 megawattsisarea-
sonable trade-off. Instead, preserver
tionists encourage investing in re-
search and alternative sources d pro-
duction includingwind, solar and en-

the economy. Indeed, the
success o the Whitewater
Fedtival atteststo the vital-
ity and growth potential of
adventure tourism.

And what about the Up-
per-Gatineau Whitewater
Festival?Do participants
get their money's worth?
You be the judge. At this
year's Festival for a$30.00
Am. pre-registration fee,
you got shuttle serviceto
the Festival rivers, two
breakfasts, a supper, camp
grounds, hot showers, in-
door washrooms, campfire, marquee
tent, and a Saturday night Fegtival
party completewith entertainment,
auction, music, laughter and camara-
derie. But you also got something in-
calculably more important. You had
the satisfaction d knowing that your
presence on one of Quebec'sthreat-
ened riverswill help shape local and
native decision makers' choices. Your
continued presence, asavalued, visible
visitor, will reaffirmtheir choice. Fi-

ndly, asJasmin
— Lefebvrewould muse,

you got to buy intoa
pieced ariver. One
ride, that's dl it takes
and it becomesyours,
yoursto enjoy and
yours to look after. Any
other conclusion isin-
conceivable.

ergy efficiency. All o these endeavors
produce more power and create infi-
nitely more permanent jobs. By spar-
ing the sites, Brassard would leave in-
tact Quebec'simage asan attractive
adventure-tourism destination and al-
low the regions' to control the sustain-
able development and exploitation of
this exponentially expanding sector of

The Gatineau
River

General Description:
From lac Pain de Sucre
(Suagar Loaf), 47d52'
north latitude by
75d31"' west longitude,
the river flowsalmost due south for
363 km (230mi) where it emptiesinto
the Ottawa River.

Lac Pain de Sucre / Baskatong Res-
ervoir: Thefirst 130km (80mi) section
from lac Pain de Sucreto the
Baskatong Reservoir merits consider-
ation for a5 or 6 day canoetrip. Itis
on thisfirst section that you can
paddiethe so caled " Scenic,” a 20 km
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2 e A |
ChecdeEpovanee =~ Mosbeschouane S
e Marting _ Méasbachouane 8§ 200000
e afacons Mistassini ===
> it La Grande Chuts (Cinguicme Chute)  Mistastm K] '
R e 12 .
iIe au Portage Belley Mistassini 13
g Mistasaani D
TE-T (% Tem de Mistassini) Mistroaby Lk
TB-7 (17, 5k g Misasssn LA i
(12mi) stretch of almost continuous ClassII 7 _
111, and marvel at the magnificent Trinity and hmcClache plex (trib. Péribonka)l
Serpent waterfalls. A "’_'_h",” —— 'F_ 1
Baskatong Reservoir: The 400 km2 —— 4
(160mi2) Baskatong Reservoir was created in
1928 with the construction of the Mercier Iun‘m' .u:: JIH |
Dam. The dam is owned and operated by Hy- - M:“ — - i
dro Quebecand has been used to control wa- £ LRoage £
ter flow to Hydro's three generating plants ,E;'iﬂlﬂﬂ g
. o= i3
downstream. After 75 years of operation, Hy- ST T ]
dro has recently decided to install turbines i.“:mnm bs
with a capacity of 60 MW. j T T
Baskatong Reservoir / Town of Grand = T
Remous / Maniwaki / Town of Bouchette: A : ;
60 km (40mi) section containing numerous i m“m:wlfﬁ*_h .E'.m.IF _wanmm s "
falls, chutes and challenging rapids. The CHO O 8 1
heart o the Upper-Gatineau Whitewater Fes- s Quinee b3
tival liesin thissection. It isalso the section REGION: Clte-Nord | |
that has been targeted for private micro hy- Chgic i Boulé "
droelectric generating projects. Chiste du Six Mlks " Eault paxcochons |1
Town of Bouchette / Ottawa River: The re- Chustg dy Quatre Milles Bauh pux cochons B |
maining 120 km (75mi) is mainly flatwater, Clhutes d Thompsom ~ Franquelin 3 |
interrupted by three Hydro Quebec operated Chedfrd Raverin i

hydroel ectric dams.

Don Karn isfounding member and presi-
dent of Action Plein-Air Haute-Gatineau, an
association dedicated to the preservation of
the Gatineau River and itstributariesin their
natural state. Vist the official festival web site
at <www.gatineau.org>.
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And here’s the guarantee:

Learn basic paddling skills, or NOC will
provide you with further instruction
FREE. It's that simple. Because at NOC
we know that learning how to kayak
doesn't have to be torture.

o Check our website for a complete list of guaranteed skills and course offerings.
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Send them to NOC...

Learn to paddle, guaranteed:

At NOC, we eat and breathe whitewater, and
we've been teaching new and veteran boaters
for decades. Join us in 2002 as we launch the
newest offering in our legendary whitewater
instruction program. Rapid Progressions™ -
the first and only whitewater kayak instruction
program that guarantees success.

W\e provide a comfortable and supportive learn-
ing environment. You'll thrive in 2- to 14-day
courses with the industry's top instructors. Stay
in cozy cabin lodging, eat delicious meals, and
receive a discount at our famous oultfitter's store.

Wantto learn an eddy furn
in &lass Awhitewater?
Sign up for the Weekend course.

Want a gmaramr‘zzed river roll?

Take the 6-day Fast Track.
Wanr ulfthnale novice

whitfervaler experience?

Ask about our Platinum Package! Paddle seven
days at NOC then take a graduation trip to
tropical Costa Rica.

Grear location on Fhe Nontahala!

3 Restaurants * Outfitter's Store & Mail Order
Mountain Bike Rentals Ropes Course
Whitewater Rafting an 6 Southeastern Rivers

ears oor Adventure fgﬂﬂ} 2?2'?23& S Wi inoC.cona

American Whitewater v January © February 2002



7]

i secrets Revealed

Ga u I ey season 2001 has come and gonefolks, leaving behind memories
of blissful current-miles. well-deserved pummelings, a spectacular Gauley-Fest, new bags of
tricks, perhaps some seemingly unjust pummelings, and, for sure, a renewed appreciation
andfondnessfor that splendidsix weeks spent in our spectacular gorge. | havebeen reflecting
upon the season from the perch o atreestand (fortunately for usWest Virginia natives, bow
season opens the last Saturday of Gauley season every year.) Although my freezer remains
empty, thetreestand think-perch hasyielded some food for thought about the Gauley. Inan
effort toset the record straight on some very common myths/misconceptions often repeated
onthetailwaters of the Gauley, | paidavisittoour friendsat the U.S. Army Corpsdf Engineers
in Summersville. Amazeyour paddling buddies with the answersthe next timeyou head to

the Mountain State to paddle.

Q: Why is there a
Gauley season?

m This could be a very long and com-
plex answer, but we'll try to keep it simple.
The Summersville Lake Project is, prima-
rily, aflood control project. The reservoir is
kept low in the winter, alowing plenty of
space to accommodate the spring runoff in
the803squaremiledrainage, and kept higher
during the summer for, among other rea
sons, lakerecreation. Water isreleased down-
stream throughout the year as needed to
assistinflood control, lake shorelinestabili-
zation, downstream water needs, and other
causes asdeemed, inorder of priority, by the
U.S Army Corps of Engineers. Water needs
to be dumped in larger quantities every au-
tumn asthe cycle continues. So, abunch of
folks from all sorts of organizations got

together in 1983 to make some decisions
regarding future usages of the dam, includ-
ing the commercia whitewater faction, pri-
vate whitewater boater's factions, upstream
users, marinaconcessionaires, campground
concessionaires, the DNR, the state tourism
board, the DEP, the NPSand the Army Corps
of Engineers. Themain resolutionthat came
out o this concerning "Gauley season" was
the 1986 addition to the Water Resources
Development Act, section 1102, which out-
lined and legally enacted regul ations specifi-
cally denoting whitewater recreation on the
26 milesdf river below the damasa" project
purpose” o the Summerville Lake Project.
To put it quite simply, Gauley season is a
federaly protected entity.

@ When was the
Summersville Dam con-
structed?

ﬁ Although the project was autho-
rized by Congressin 1938, construction was
not initiated until 1960. Under the supervi-
sion o the Army Corps of Engineers, the
project was completed in nearly seven years,
and was dedicated by President Lyndon B.
Johnson September 3,1966.

€= will the new hy-
droelectricpowerproject
effect the releases dur-
ing Gauley seasons in
the future?

Continued page 66 [
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m Because of section 1102 of the
Water Kesources Act , "Except in cases of
emergency, nosuspension or modification of
(normal releases) may by made solely for
reasons associated with the generation of
hydro-electric power at Summersville Dam."
On top o this good news, the hydro-power
project operates when approximately 800 -
4000 cfs are releasing from the dam, which
happensto be the standard range of naviga-
bility on the Upper Gauley. This has been

making, and should continue to make for _|

more Gauley daysduring wet times df spring
and summer.

€@ s it true that the
Summersville Damisthe
largestearthendameast
of the Mississippi?

A= At390 feet high and 2,280 feet
long, the damwasinfact thelargest rock-fill
dam o its type in the eastern United States
upon its completion. However, the dam at
Carter's Lake in northern Georgia now has
that title. Our beloved earthen blockade is
now second in that category.

@ Is it true that the
dam was almost called
the Gad Dam?

E Sureisl The Army Corps of Engi-
neers generally names each lake project for
the nearest post office or stream onwhich it
is located. The nearest post office on this
project waslocated at the small town of Gad,
which was actually flooded out by the new
lake. After briefly considering thename" Gad
Dam," it was determined that the name
Summersville would be more acceptable.
Sorry, Gad!

*Author's Note: A very special thanks to
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' employees
Kevin Brown, Park Ranger, and C.J.
Hamilton, Resource Manager.

. ByTravisJ, Graham _

What follows is amore or less actual account of one
man's attemptto complete the Upper Gauley Race as
quickly as possible without looking stupid or becoming
needlessly winded.

¥ Saturday, September 22 (T minus 2 days):
Attend Gauley festival. Observe fancy kayakswhich, to open boater, do not appear
to differ from oneanother except with regard to color. Observe giant truckswith
giant racks, giant RVs, giant inflatable gorilla. Make rounds o various booths;
make trips back to van wherelemon drop shootersare located. After several trips
tovan, observethat point of Gauley festival itself isnot necessary to havefun, only
lemon drop shooters.

# Sunday, September 23 (T minus 1 day):
Day of rest. Avoidal substanceswhich smell of lemon and/or vodka. Disabled for
several hours after brief contact with "lemon fresh" dishwashing detergent.

¥ Monday, September 24, 9:00 am. (T minus 5 hours):
Arrive at Summersville dam. Cold and rainy. Fortunately, every man, woman,
child, and dog in Gauley River corridor owns $415 Gore-Tex parka. Odd, since
many otherwiseappear to behomeless. Register for race, obtain T-shirt. Consider
backing out after obtaining T-shirt, since obtaining T-shirt is real goa o
whitewater eventsin general. Decideto hang tough.

¥ 11:00 am. (T minus 3 hours):
Racemeeting. Get bib, instructions, takeoff time, directionstofood, beer. Amble
around parking lot, listening to unintelligible but intense-sounding talk from
foreign raft racers. By their hand gestures, | can pick out the word for getting
worked in several languages. German: " gehammerschmacken."

¥ 12:50 p.m. (T minus 12 minutes):
Get in boat, drift down to starting point. Interviewed by nice English guy with
professional-looking camera. Tell him | am not really a racer, but Canadian fur
trapper. Heasksif | am looking for beaver. Jocularity al around.

# 1:00 p.m. (T minus 2 minutes):
Observe fellow open boater Steve Frazier. Has paddle that appears to be con-
structed of 4'x 8 sheet of plywood and landscaping timber. Also noticethat he has
awaterproof digital watch attached to boat to time himself. Wonder if | should
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have small waterproof calendar attached to my boat. Hestartsat 1:01, at which time
massive reactionary wavesfrom giant paddle swamp my boat and wash away nearby
mobile home. Little do | know that this same water is to plague mefor the rest o
the day. He bounds out of sight.

b 1:02 pm. (starttime):
Race officia holds onto my boat as countdown commences. At end of countdown,
boat is dramatically released. Somewhat anti-climactic as | then stop to puff on
airbag.

F1:10ish;
Negotiate warm-up rapids, Initiation, etc. Using high-powered binoculars, can
discern competitors in the distance, speeding away. Boat dry, strokes solid, but
beginning to think | shouldn't have worn long-sleeved paddling jacket.

b 1:30 ish:
Run Bud's Boner. At bottom, notice that some water from Frazier's giant paddle is
still in my boat. | thought | had emptied itall. Stoptodump boat, at which time|
notice gaunt figure dressed all in black, paddling black canoe, approaching rapidly
from behind. Grim Reaper come to carry me away? No. Dennis Huntley come to
whip my assin race. He passes, splashing further water into my boat. Damn!

b 1:35 ish:
Run Insignificant without significance or incidents, but, at bottom, find still more
water from competitors' damnable splashing in my boat. Must bail again. Check
under airbag to see if morewater ishiding there. Paddling jacket was bad idea; feel
like wrestler cutting weight in saunasuit.

¥ 1:40 ish;
Iron Curtain. Run drop completely dry, but rain and sweat from paddling jacket
almost fill boat to gunwales. Must bail. Decide to remove paddling jacket, so take
off helmet, bib, gold chains, life jacket, shoes, contact lenses, wrist watch, St.
Christopher, hair net, paddling jacket, etc. All iswell until try to put bib back on;
hung up on fashionable buckles on back o lifejacket. Can't reach back of bib. Feel

Continued page 68 [
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Blazing Speedfulness continued from pege 67

like four year-old unable to put on coat by himself. Mommy nowhere in sight.
Dancearound on rockstrying to reach behind my head like the guy in Deliverance
for at least two minutes. Aluminum canoe full of Cub Scouts passes by.

# 1:50 ish:
Pillow Rock. Rundropdry. Feel cocky. Hitsmall waveinrunout. Stoptobail boat.
Feel stupid.

» 2:05 ish:
Approach Lost Paddle. Raft of determined-1ooking Slavic typestriesto passin pool
above rapid. | cut corner, they follow current. Arriveat rapid at exactly the same
time. Raftbigger than canoe; Slavictypeslack western concernfor personal space.
Decideto catch eddy.

b 2:07 ish:
First drop, second drop of Lost Paddlego as planned. Still some pesky water from
un-sportsmanlike splashingleftin boat, but notimetostop. Approachfourth drop.
Am momentarily confused: it appears that someone has taken 50-foot inflatable
gorillafrom Gauley Festival and placed it on rock in mid-stream. Turnsout to be
Charlie Walbridge. Experience feeling o relief that all boaters secretly feel upon
seeing Charlieonriver. Now know that if anythingbad happens, Charliewill simply
comeand save me. Meet Slavictypesagain just above Tumble Home. They appear
not theleast bit concerned that | will crush their tiny raft with my canoe; in spirit
d international diplomacy | yield right of way.

#2:15ish:
Iron Ring. Run drop dry. Redly. Look around to see if anyone saw. Nope. Sure
plenty of peoplesaw while | wastrying to get bib on like feeble-minded hunchback.

¥ 2:20 ish:
Approaching Sweet's Falls. Decision time: boof or main line? Main line will

funny, sinceyou only havetoroll if you screw up. Boof, however, calculated to get

bigger cheers, sinceresult will beeither spectacular run or spectacul ar crash. This T

writer isall about spectacular; decision made. Hear roar of falls, almost drowned

out by roar o boaters drinking beer and eating high quality commercial rafter- |,

food. Moment of truth: boof executed, run through box canyon. Happy with run
through Sweet's, almost cancels out the fact that other competitors could have
paddied to Gauley Bridge by thetime| got here. Expect to be honored for hot boof
by award o cool hip-hop nickname, hopefully not Big Doggy Loaf or similar.

¥ 2:30:
Exit, river right. Woman climbing down rocksoffersmeabeer, saysshecan't carry
itacrossriver on back of kayak. | turn her down, expecting to get own frosty beer
inmatter of seconds. Fateplayscruel joke: beer on other sided river only. Lesson:
never turn down anything woman offers. Gorge self on rafter-food at rafter area.
While gorging, notice fellow open boater flip and roll at Sweet's. Crowd cheers.
Give second half o interview concerning beaver joke to nice English man with
camera.

b 2:40:
Take-out. Notice that foreign rafters do not seem especialy sensitive to nudity,
particularly their own. Everywhere | turn, am confronted by the bare ass of a
stranger to our shores.

¥ 7:00:
Race party at Class VI. Once again, overwhelmed by quality and quantity o
commercial rafter-food. Can't understandwhy rafters don't fatten like hogs on
suchadiet. Humbly takemy award (T-shirt)whenmy nameiscalled. Discoverthat
nice English guy isactually theguy in charge of the Horizon Linevideo o therace,
and that beaver joke hasmadethevideo. Therefore, am now Famous Boater. Look
for boat manufacturer to give me RV. Doesn't happen, probably because I lack
goatee, nickname. | offer towork asteam mascot for Rivermen Chicks Raft Team,
especidly for theonewith thelong blond hair and glasses. Sameresultaswith RV.
Drink until besotted, smuggle out giant cheese wheel.

P Tuesday, September 25 (T minus 364 days):
Begin training for next year with lemon drop shooters.

‘Daves

Adventure

¢ By Russ Mudller

"Help! Foot entrapment!"
The sound d every boater's
nightmare came from some-
1whereupstream Assoonasl|
heard this dreaded phrase |

Twasout & my boat and run-

probably resultinflip, roll. Roll in open canoe gets cheersfrom crowd, whichis |-

ning up the shore, throw bag
inhand. | couldonly imagine
what deadly situation Dave
had gotten himsdf into. . ..

It had been a dismal year for boating. In
fact, the past three or four years had left a
great deal to be desired. All the spring trips
had been cut short due to bad weather. My
usual boating partner, my daughter (and,
truthbe told, myself aswell), hadturnedinto
afair weather paddler. We usually did not
consider boating if the temperature was be-
low 70 degrees. Thisyear was no exception.
We spent three days on the Tuckaseegee,
then home, dueto rain and cold. Maybeif we
could hook up, wewould do the Wdlf once or
twice.

Though Dave and | worked the same
watch, we never spoke much, except maybe
tosay "Hi." The day thisdl changed, | was
working the desk and it was quiet in the
station, whichin and of itself meant thiswas
noordinary day. Yousee, Daveand | arecops,
big city cops. So we don't have many quiet
days. Anyway,while | wasat thedesk, | heard
someone mention the word "kayak." Sud-
denly 1 wasall ears. | had never met another
copwho boated. As| eavesdropped, | learned
that Dave, an insomniac, and had recently
seen an extreme sports film about kayaking
onlatenight television. Hewastelling some
of the other guys that he had just bought a
boat so that he could start paddling
whitewater.

American Whitewater v January ¢ February 2002



My jaw dropped to the floor. Before |
could stop myself frominterrupting I blurted
out, "Areyou nuts?"

"Huh?Why would | be nuts?" he asked. "
saw those guyson TV and it looks pretty easy.
If they fall over, they just come up again."

I nolonger found thisconversationamus-
ing. | was starting to believe that he had
serious brain damage. | begantogrill himon
his river-running knowledge: "Doyou know
how to read water? Do you know what a
strainer isS?PAweir?"

O coursg, al of hisanswerswere"no."

"How do you know al this stuff?" he
asked.

"Because I'm awhitewater boater; | have
been for a long time. You just can't buy a
boat, find a river and go down it," | said.
"There are things you have to know. How to
roll, ferry, make eddy turns.. ..”

A quick look at his face told me | had
shattered his dream. Reluctantly, | asked if
hewanted meto teach himall that stuff. His
eyes lit up, and we made arrangements for
himto bring in hisgear thefollowing day so
| could look it over.

As you might have guessed, Dave had
been "had" at a local sporting goods store.
They had sold him some strange half kayak,
half canoe, and told him he could take it on
white water. The PFD they sold him was
made for water skiing. The paddle would
either kill him or give him arms like a ste-
roid-abuser. Davedidn't find this nearly as
funny as | did. In between fits of laughter, |
toldhimof alocal storewherehecould getall
the right gear.

The next week we were off to the river,
where he began his education in moving
water. | won't boreyouwith thedetails of his
training. Sufficeit to say, itwasn't aseasy as
on TV. | will say, however, that he provided
me with more than a few laughs that sum-
mer. With fal arriving and warm weather
waning, we headed out to the mountains of
North Carolinafor apaddling road trip.

Now Dave, being Dave, had wanted some
booksabout kayaking to augment his practi-
cal training. Big mistake! Somehow hecame
upwith acopy o theRiver Safety TaskForce
Report.Youknowthebook I'm talkingabout;
the one full o death, carnage, and destruc-
tion. Not good light reading the week before
your first river trip . . ..

As| made my way back upstream (fearing
theworst and cursing myself for not having
athird boater along, even ontheTuckaseegee)
| saw Dave, sitting on rock in the middle of
the rapid yelling, "Foot Entrapment! | read
about it and now it's happening to me!" A
quick assessment brought measigh o relief,
andthenafit o laughter. | realized that if he
wassitting on the rock, hisfoot could not be
stuck. | told himif he got off of the rock and
into the current he would be fine. As he
floated free, | fell over in thewater laughing.
Gathering his boat and paddle, | met him

downstream in an eddy.

That evening, after the obligatory camp-
firehad goneout, Daveslept outside thetent,
not wanting to waste the rare sight o high
mountain stars. | thought he would never
stoptalking about hisfoot entrapment or the
number o starsinthesky. Finaly, hedrifted
off to sleep with asmile on hisface.

The next day was cloudy and cool, and
before putting on the Nanty | made sure
Dave had hiswetsuit on. | told him that the
word Nantahalawasa NativeAmerican term
meaning, "Icy cold river of death." If he
swam, hewould beglad for thewarmth of the
wetsuit. Then, tempting the River Gods, |
decided to wear just poly-proand a paddling
jacket. Dave asked why | wasn't wearing my
wetsuit, and | sealed my fate: "I don't swim
on the Nanty," | declared.

Athick mist hung over the Nantahalaso
that we could not see more than a few feet
ahead. With Dave on my butt, westarted out
on Dave's Big Adventure!

We paddleda ongsmoothly
for thefirst few rapids. Daves
boat control left something
to be desired, but what the
hell! It was hisfirst time on
the Nanty and things were
going pretty well. The River
Gods started to take control
atWhirlpool rapid. | told Dave
to follow my line. Well, not
only did he miss my line en-
tirdly, he came al the way
from river right to hit my
boat with his, and sent me
over thetop d therock, into
thewnhirlpool.Itwasal | could
do to stay upright.

Things smoothed out for a while, and
then came Quarry rapid. | ran the holethen
didasweep strokeand turned my boat around
to see if Dave made it through. | caught the
small eddy totheright of thefirst wave, and
wassitting therewith my paddleon the deck
o my boat, whensuddenly | was upside down
with no paddle. Y up, swim time. Dave had hit

my boat and flipped it over. Toadd insult to
injury, as | completed my wet-exit, Dave
yelled, “I'll help you" and plowed into my
boat, sending it out of my reach. As| pulled
myself from the water, shivering from the
cold, Davefloated by withaguilty look on his
face. After a hard walk down stream, the
River Gods, punished mefor my insolence by
producing two boaterswith amused lookson
their face. They asked if | could use some
help. | hitched a freezing ride on the grab
loop of one df their boats and retrieved my
gear. Dave was sitting on the shore, trying
not to laugh and failing miserably. "Don't
laugh out loud," | explained, "or the River
Godswill hear you." Hescoffed at the idea of
river karma.

We continued down the river and both
made it through Diagonals, the next named
rapid. Just downstream sits a large rock on
river right. | was turned around, floating
down stream backwardsand talking to Dave
about the fdls. | noticed he was heading
straight for that rock. "Dave," | said, "put
some angle on your boat to avoid that rock."
Davehacked at thewater with his paddle, not
even turning his boat a little. His eyes got
really wideand, as he hit the rock sideways,
he (yup) leaned away from it. As his boat
flipped he started yelling at the top o his
lungs, "I'm broached!"

Davebailed and suddenly understoodwhy
| told him to wear a wetsuit. His eyes got as
big as baby moon hubcaps and he was gasp-
ing for breath.

Aswewere getting hisgear to shore, Dave
said through chattering teeth, "I read about
this stuff and now it's all happening to me!
Foot entrapments, broaches, what else can
gowrong?" | told him not to tempt the River
Gods by asking. "And while you're at it," |
said, "throw that book away!"

Therest of thetripwasmostly uneventful
exceptfor Dave'srun d hefalls, which | must
say wasunique. Hestayed upright all theway
through and didn't stop grinning until we
got home.

Nowadays, Dave has a new book that he
brings on al the trips. He has given up his
morbid fascination with river death and has
obtained atalisman against evil: Nealy's book
on kayaking. Dave won't leave for a boating
trip without it.

Adding Dave to our paddling group has
rekindled my passion for paddling. | am now
involved again with pool sessions, sponsored
by the loca paddling club. Dave is a joy to
boat with because every tripis new and excit-
ing, each new river he runs becomes his
favorite, each line is an adventure. What
Dave lacks in paddling skills he more than
makes upforingood humor, lovedf paddling
and enthusiasm. Nodriveistoolongfor him;
norunistooshort. Baddaysontheriver, that
would have you or me talking about giving
up paddling, have no effect on Dave. His
passion for the sport never dampens.
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Wiest Vlrglnla Actually Designed by Walt Disney
You Bethe Judge!

¢ By Rex Dalrymple
e |llustration by Anita Eaton

The Flashback

The memory came back like it was yesterday:

"What on earth was that?" my wife exclaimed.

Therewas a long pause before | answered.
"It looked like... dancing chickenson a riverboat."
Therewas another long pause.

"Yes," she replied, "that's what | thought, too."

We were on the train around Disney's Magic Kingdom, and had
just caught a brief glimpseinto the show aread Splash Mountain. If
you've not seen Splash Mountain before, it can be more than alittle
puzzling. Now, severa years later and a thousand miles away, that
bizarrefeeling came back as| caught the eddy on Otter Creek. What
wasit | had just seen?

Enjoy Your Ride

West Virginia's Otter Creek begins in a Rhododendron bog, |

meandering through low trees and pleasant meadows. The creek is
barely a boat-length wide, and as Chris Dangler, Jan Ardner, Ed
Bumpass, and | floated along singlefile, occasionally thefirst person
in line could talk to the last as we negotiated a tight bend. It was

relaxing and fun, and reminded me of the beginning of the Splash
Mountain flume ride. Floating through the calm Otter Creek
headwaters | could hear Brer Rabbit singing his tune. The words
seemed appropriate;
I'm lookin’ for...alittle more adventure
I'm headin’ for...a little bit o fun now
I'm hoping for...alittle more excitement
Time to be movin' along
The Splash Mountain similarities continued. Sometimes the
treeswould closein, chokingthe creek likeathorn-less briar patch.
Aswe struggled with overhanging and downed trees, another verse
cametomind. Thistimeaturtle, concerned for Brer Rabbit, sang:
He's lookin’ for...a little more adventure
But he's headed for...alittle bit of trouble
He's headin’ for...a little bit of danger
Timeto be turnin’ around
At one point, the trees formed a thick, gloomy canopy. Aside
stream flowed in, almost black with tannin, and the creek became
dark and sinister-looking. Suddenly the river reminded me less of
Splash Mountain and more like another Magic Kingdom boat ride,
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Pirates of the Caribbean, which starts with the haunting phrase:
"Dead... men... tell... no... tales."

Asthegradient picked up, | tried to purgethethought of Pirates
of the Caribbean by singing the second song from Splash Mountain.
In this tune Brer Rabbit goes to his Laughing Place. As the river
became more bouncy and fun the song seemed fitting. Perhaps, |
thought, riversare my Laughing Place:

Everybody's got a Laughing Place

A Laughing Place, to go-ho-ho

We found onethat's filled with fun

And you'll find yourswe know-ho-ho

Keep Your Hands and Arms Inside the Boat

The gradient kept increasing, and the rapids got longer and
harder to scout. Successful negotiation of the rapids required both
tactical river reading (watching the water immediately in front of
you),andstrategic river reading (lookingfarther downstreamtofind
aline, aneddy, or potential hazards). At one point, strategizing about
the next 20 yards, | failed to pay sufficient attention toa hole | was
punching, andflipped. Asl set uptorall, | remember thinking,"Wow
thisis really deep; | thought it would be shal—"

Bam! Bam! Bam! | washed over the rock, rolled up a second
later, and madea beelinefor thefirst eddy, with blood pouring from
my knuckles.

Beeline - hmm.... That reminded me of the scene in Splash
MountainwhereBrer Bear, chasing Brer Rabbit, followshiminto his
Laughing Place, and somehow ends up with a beehive on his head.
It'sfunny for everyone— exceptthe bear. Was! to beBrer Rabbit that
day, or Brer Bear?

Hang On to All Loose Articles

Afew rapids|ater, | was running sweep. Everyone had bounced
down the center-right for 50 yards, then made a sharp left behind a
big rock, presumably catching the eddy that must bethere. Afteran
appropriate pause, | followed, expecting to turn behind the rock and
find my friends in the eddy. As| came around the rock, | was
dumbfounded to discover

1: nofriends

2: no eddy

3 amysteriousvoice from thetreeson theleft bank saying, "Go
Mumbrimlbt!*

"Huh?" | thought, "this might be important.”

"Go RIGHT!" the voice helpfully repeated.

| took some hard strokes to the right and concentrated on
negotiating an angled four-foot ledgewith aweird boily hole- but on
my left was... (long pause) dancing chickens on a riverboat? No, it
looked more like... an overturned root ball from a giant tree sitting
just behind abig pour-over. Nexttotheroot ball wasan upside-down
kayak and a swimmer; just below it sat an upright kayaker.

| eddied out and did a head count. Edwasstandingin ashallow
eddy, gathering hiswits. Chriswaschasing Ed's boat, and that must
have been Jan shouting advice from theleft bank. Thanks, Jan. How
he got there | still don't know.

Afterabrief exchangewith Ed, | ascertained that hewasokay, but
hispaddlewasmissing. The next hundred yardslooked fairly safe, so
| followed Chrisdownstream, looking for the paddle. | spotted it, and
caught uptoitin 100 yards, but | couldn't grabitbeforeitfloated into
the next rapid. Chrishad eddied outintherapid, and the paddle was
headed right for him, so | got his attention, and he fished it out.

In Case of Emergency, Please Notify an Attendant

"Okay, mission accomplished," | thought. Then | assessed my
current situation. | had ended up in a river right eddy under an
overhanging rock wall. Water poured off thewall fromalittlestream
20 feet overhead, forming awaterfall curtain around the upper part

d the eddy. To river left was an island | couldn't see over. The
current on my side of the island flowed into a rock and log sieve
where Ed's boat had stopped. Chris had caught a micro-eddy just
above it, and he was currently busy hauling two boats and two
paddles around the obstruction. Through pantomime gestures, |
asked if | should come down where he was. No! was the emphatic
reply. Healready had his hands full without another boat in that

confined space.

| paddied upintheeddy to check out my other options. Thelittle
waterfall drummed on my helmet likeaheavy rainshower. Attaining
the previous eddy was not possible. It looked like | could ferry over
above theisland and run theriver |eft side, but | couldn't tell if that
sidewas clean. What | could see was a piton rock and atree across
theriver onthat side. They looked avoidable, but | couldn't seethe
water, just thethingsthat stuck up. Theonlyway togetontheisland
and scout from therewould be to broach on the upstream point and
risk being swept downonesideor theother. Hmm..... | looked atthe
shoreside. I'm notaclimber, but | grabbed a piece of the bank wall
toseeif it was possibleto climb out. It came off in my hand. | was
stuck.

In Splash Mountain, Brer Fox and Brer Bear do eventually trap
Brer Rabbit, and things look bad for the fuzzy bunny. At this point
theride plungesintoadark cavern where Brer Rabbit isto meet his
fate. Atthelipof thedrop, twovulturesperchabove theboats, saying:

"Time to be turnin” around...if only you could"

"If you finally found your Laughing Place, how comeyou aren't
laughing?"

Eventually Jan was able to scout thefar side of theisland for me
- itwas okay. Thanksagain, Jan.

Be Aware, the Boats May Slop at Any Time

A short time later, | was punching a hole at the bottom (so |
thought) of another rapid, when | was blinded momentarily by the
splash. As | cleared my eyes, | missed taking two critical paddle
strokes that would have brought me into the eddy with my friends.
Looking downstream for the next eddy, | saw every boater's night-
mare: afallen tree acrossthe river, and no placeto stop. | had brief
visions of popping my skirt and climbing over the tree, but instead
| saw a high spot that | could get under. After some furious
backferrying, alimbo move, and a dropped paddie, | was under and
past the tree. One 30-yard boulder garden later, | recovered my
paddleand eddied out. There's nothing like a river-widestrainer to
get your heart rate up!

At this point, Chrissaid we should stick alittle closer together,
so everyone could see thelines. Since hewasthe only onewho had
donethis river before, we complied. Bouncing down the very next
rapid, we spied another tree blocking the bottom of thedrop. Aslot
along the bank might have been clean, but we couldn't tell. Chris
caught the only eddy available, a sporty one-boat model on the left
bank. Following dutifully close behind, asinstructed, | squeezed in
next to him, not fully out of the current, grabbing a rock, then a
rhododendron branch, to stay in. We looked up with dread as Ed,
aready committed to the rapid, tried mightily and failed to stop
higher up. Aflurry of bouncing boats, flailing paddlesand grabbing
handsensued as Ed joined us. I1nafew momentswe stabilized, with
water, rocks, boats, people, andatreebranch formingadelicateforce
balance puzzle. Janwatched, grimly, fromthetop of the rapid. After
acareful discussion of physics, and deliberate execution o our plan,
Chriswas ableto get on shoreand scout the slot.

Itwasokay, though not easy. | screwed upand ran it backwards.

Please Remain Seated Throughout the Ride

One long, steep, blind rapid followed another. | saw and used
pantomimesignals| had never needed before. Imaginetryingto say
without words to someone 50 yards away, "boof this rock angled
left—no, not THAT rock, THIS rock you can't seefrom there— then
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cut back right and paddle hard through the V-hole—oh, and watch
out for the tree."

The happy Splash Mountain songwas gone, replaced in my head
by the Pirates o the Caribbean song. Asif the proper lyricsweren't
grim enough, | would occasionaly come up with new verses:

"Yo Ho, Yo Ho, a pirates lifefor me

We kindle and char, inflame and ignite

Drink up, me hearties, yo ho

We boof and we piton, we're really afright

Roll up, ka-yakers, yo ho

We kidnap and ravage, and rifle and loot

Drink up, me hearties, yo ho

We get stuck in holes, and pin on tree roots

Rall up, ka-yakers, yo ho

We're rascals, scoundrels, villains, and knaves

Drink up, me hearties, yo ho

What's over this ledge?| hope it's just waves

Roll up, ka-yakers, yo ho"

asorewrist, and onefinger wasnumb. Thiswasdefinitely notaride

suitablefor thewholefamily. But therapids kept coming, and itwas |

fun, inanintense, scary sort of way. Atypical eddy conversationwent
like this:

Person A (arrivingin eddy): Wow, that wasinteresting. How did
you run that?

Person B: | boofed the rock.

A: Thefirst rock, or this bottom one?

B: Well, both, actually.

Notes on a
forefather...

Lest you end the day feeling that theworld should
thank you for gracing the planet with your smarts and
great accomplishments relative to helping rivers, have
aseat. American Whitewater recently received a note
from Jerry Meral, PhD., AW member, with afinancial
gift to the organization. He referenced a letter we'd
sent to a few members to ask vaddlers to match the

A Itried toboof thetop rock but thecurrent pushed metoofar left.
That didn't happen to you?

B: No, remember that treeat the beginning?- | hit that with my
bow, and it spun me around, and | had to run that first ledge

| backwards. Then, when | finaly got straight, | was lined up for the

boofs.
A: Lucky you. | got creamed in that hole.
B: Yesh, | saw. Areyou okay?
A: I'm fine. What's up ahead?
B: Another horizonline.

Exit Quickly and Carefully to Your Right
After about five hours on the river, we saw some hikers, who

—presumably had hiked up from the take-out.

"I think there's only amile or two left," said Chris.
We dl breathed a sigh of relief. An hour and a haf o steady

| progresslater, thelightwas beginning tofade, and amistwasforming

By thistime | had six deep scrapeson my hand, a bruised elbow, | that made it hard to see the rapids. We saw some more hikers.

"| think there's only amile or so |eft," said Chris.

Thistimehewasright, andasthegradient eased, weknew wewere
close to the take-out. At last, the Splash Mountain theme was
complete, asthefinal, celebratory song (with dancing chickens) ran
through my head:

Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah, Zip-A-Des-Ay

Seven hours boating, what a tiring day

Thankful that every-oneis OKAY

Wonderful feeling, wonderful day!

Filed original lawsuit against Aulburn Dam
Helped found Protect American River Canyons
(to oppose Auburn Dam)

Wrote initiative and ran campaign to preserve
Stanislaus River (Proposition 17)

1980 Founded Tuolumne River Preserva-
tion Trust

Helped Organize American Rivers - wrote ar-
ticlein American Whitewater calling for such

award for Perception's Conservationist of the Year 4
(2000) that the recipient, John Gangemi, has donated

to AW on behaf o the volunteers who drive our

conservation efforts. The letter was signed by past recipients of the
award who are past and present board members: Pete Skinner, Mac
Thornton, Pope Barrow, and Tom Christopher.

Jerry, currently the Executive Director of the Planning and Con-
servation League (CA),politely noted that heisa so a member of this
illustrious crew, and it created a bit of embarrassment to have
omitted this oh-my-gosh-important emeritus board leader from our
the letter, and more importantly, our thoughts.

Okay, to get this over with - he was a first descender of Cherry
Creek Section of Tuolumne, Wildlum Section of North Yuba,andthe
Highway 395 section of Walker, Moccasin Creek. Gnarl noted.

Thelistof hisfull set o conservationaccoladeswouldfill thispage,
so let the following river-related kudos suffice:

1973 Founded Friends o the Rivers
1974 Filed lawsuit against New Melones Dam Founded Friends o
the River

an organization

Jerry hasmadean enormous impact on behaf of the conservation
community in California, having worked as Staff Scientist for the
Environmental Defense Fund and as Deputy Director o the Cdifor-
nia Department of Water Resource (In this role he supervised the
Energy and Water Development and Planning Programs, the Office
of Water Conservation, and the Delta Planning Program) and now at
PCL Under Meral's direction, PCL has been instrumental in the
passage of every recent piece of key Californiaenvironmental legis-
lation.

Jerry is an early American Whitewater board member and was
honored with the Perception RCOY Award in 1984. His numerous
other awardsinclude: Sacramento Pride Environment Award, 1989;
California Trout, Roderick Haig-Brown Award, 1989; California
Common Cause Public Service Award, 1984.

[Hey Jerry, thanks for keeping us on your radar screen. Admit-
tedly wulnerable to the pitfallsof collective memory and record
keeping, we hope to 1) never let you down in our pursuit of our
m'ssi]on and 2) avoid silly omissionsthat may indicateour lack of
care,
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Liviny the Dream.....in South America

e By Mark H. White

"The Center for Disease Control has reported
mases of yellow fever, fyphoid, malaria; hepa{.ij;is.
raﬁleszdenéuefevermscgstnwrgl]}frﬁr‘:rﬁd‘ Ll §
not to mention the very real possibility of traveler's
diarrhea, infections and severesunburn.” The nurse
seemed gravely concerned about the health conse-
quences I might suffer during my upcoming adven-
ture. "Of course." she said. "vou'll probably be just
fineaslong asyoustay away fromwater.....especially
the rivers.”

| explained that threefriends and | were making
thetrip specifically toimmerse ourselves in treach-
erouswhitewater rivers. Thegood nursegavemeone
of those 'You're being foolish, but I'll try to respect
your decision’ expressionsthat | so often received as
aboy. She shook her head, then sunk a needle deep
into my shoulder. She paused, then dramatically
extolledthevirtuesdf sunscreen. "And besureto get
the waterproof kind."

Asmy medicinal guardian angel scribbled on her
prescription pad, she did her best to offer a parting,
positive observation about my objectionable travel
plans. "Atleast youwon't beridingonany rafts-you'd
redly get wet!" | considered describing the ClassV
whitewater experience | was anticipating, but in-
stead, just thanked her and promised to take my
malaria medication.

Standing at the clinic's counter to pay my bill, |
opened the newspaper to seethat five Americans had
been recently been kidnapped while in Ecuador.
They had been abducted near the Colombian border;
notfar fromwhere | washeaded, and were being held
hostage in return for an outlandish ransom. The
article insinuated that the Americans' fate looked
bleak. Thiswas not encouraging. Butitwastoo late.
My buddies and | had purchased non-refundable
airline tickets and were emotionally committed to
paddlinginthetropics. | setthenewspaper downand
made a mental note to keep this information from
my wife.

Twodf our party had kayaked extensively in Ecua-
dor during the previous year. They had returned
homewith fantastic photosand stories of wild land-
scapes and stunningly pristine rivers. The place
sounded likeawhitewater paradise, and | could only
resist their promises of awhitewater dreamland for
only so long. Disease and kidnappers be damned, |
was heading south.

Any intrepid mountaineer, climber or kayaker
who has gazed at a map o SouthAmerica

hasno doubt been awestruck by the Andes M ountains. This massive rangestretches
fromthenarrow isthmusd Central Americaall theway to Chile'ssouthernmost tip.
Even at the equator, where the sun's rays bombard the Earth with incredible
intensity, thetallest peaksare perennially covered with snow and ice. Them rugged
Andes serve asagiganticweather stopper, catching the moistureladen El Nino and
El Nina storms that thunder in from the Pacific. As the snow melts and the rain
percolates down the Andes eastern flank, thousands of streams merge, eventually
forrning the planet's mightiest river; the Amazon. It was to be our destination.

We flew into and spent our first night in the capital city of Quito; a crowded city
that resembled other crowded, noisy South American cities. Armed, flack-jacketed
policemen standing at every other corner quickly led usto suspect that crime isa
serious issue in Quito. Our modest hotel featured its own machine-gun wielding
security guard that provided some sense of comfort during the night. We surmised

Clockwise:

Gringas Revueltas,
Land of the Giants,
Vida es Dulca

.
[

Rapid, and on the
opposite page,
Quarry Surf Wave.

that Quitowasan interesting placetovisit, but an even better placeto leave behind.

Once in the countryside, | began to appreciate Ecuador's impressive diversity.
Semi-active, snow shrouded vol canoes reaching 20,000feet risefrom thelush green
valleys, while thewarm Pacific coast isonly 100 milesaway. The modern capital city
o Quitoservesashometo over two million residents, yet only atwo hour drive avay
are humble hut villages inhabited by indigenous Quicha peoples. They lead
primitivelives, with no electricity and plumbing, often milesfrom the nearest dirt
road.

Theworld'slargestand rarest of birds, theAndean condor, ridesthe mountainous
thermal currents, while the world's largest hummingbird and countless other
species of songbirds and parrots dwell in the forested Ecuadorian lowlands. In a
diminutive country thesize o Colorado, the geology, climate, people, animalsand
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rivers are diverse and wondrous.

Traveling around Ecuador proved to be nearly as
fun and probably more dangerousthan paddling the
rivers. Taxis; both carsand small trucks, arecommon
throughout the country, so getting around was cer-
tainly much easier than | had anticipated. Itwould be
possible for a party of kayakers to rely on the very
inexpensive public bus system for their transporta-
tion, but this option is limiting, and not nearly as
efficient as using the privately-owned taxis.

Weoncewaited over three hoursfor abusthat had
been delayed due to a mudslide. When it finally did
arrive, wediscovered our boatswould not fit into the
luggage compartment and the bus was not equipped
with roof rack. The inside of the bus was already
packed with Ecuadorians who crowded toward the
open windows, curious to witnessthe antics d boat-
wrestlinggringos. | wasn't sureif the passengerswere
disappointed or relieved when it became apparent
thattherewould benoroomfor the NorteAmericanos
on the bus. We signaled the next passing pickup
truck.

When riding ontop of astack of kayaks piled high
onto a bald-tired truck that is speeding along a nar-
row, winding mud road, velocity is not a desirable
thing. Over time, | developed an appreciation for the
older drivers who seemed to drive more conserva-
tively than their younger counterparts. | was espe-
cialy pleased to make the steep, wet drive over the
misty Papallacta Pass with a 45 year old driver who
brought along hiswifeand young daughter. | figured
that my insurance policy was the driver's regard for
their safety.

Steep, densely forested mountains cradled practi-
cally every river we ran. In many places, the walls
rising from the river's edge were nearly vertical, but
neverthelesscoveredwithhugetrees, broad lesf plants,
bamboo, and fernsand vines, that often hung 100feet
down to the water. The water's clarity was excep-
tional. Although the Ecuadorian foothills and low-
lands receive an incredible amount o rain, the lush
forest acts like a gigantic sponge, soaking up al that
falls, then releasingit gradually intotherivers. There
isvery little erosion exceptintheareasthat have been
cleared o native vegetation for farming and ranch-
ing.

O course a sustained, torrential downpour can
overwhelm the jungle sponge and causetheriversto
risedramatically. It wasnot uncommon to see small
tributaries gushing intoalarger river every fifty feet
or so. Waterfdls of al sizes and heights were a
spectacular, yet commonsight. Wemaderunsduring

unimaginable downpoursthat caused the river's volumeto double every few miles.

We encountered no disappointing or mediocre runs while in Ecuador. But the
Jondachi was my favorite. Inthirty yearsd paddling, I've found very few riversthat
match the Jondachi's whitewater, scenery and exotic soul. We accessed theriver by
way of a narrow, half miletrail that the loca folks had improved by creating ayard
wide 'board walk' out of ten inch diameter logs. Where the trail neared the river, it
became completely encased in an overhead canopy o vegetation. Thetunnel opened
onto asuspended foot bridgefrom which we discovered a clear, effervescent stream
snaking its way through a labyrinth of granite boulders. It looked like aset froma
Tarzan movie.

When not boofing, boat scouting or scrambling over the rocks to peer down into
the Jondachi's next drop, wewere marvelingat thewaterfalls, supernatural fernsand
precarious foot bridges. Frequently, groups o green parrots, pendulum birds and
yellow tailswould fly from oneside o the river to the other, then disappear into the
thicket. Every inch of theriver and surrounding land teemed with life, including the
bouldersthat were blanketedin thick coatsaf brilliant green moss. From thespongy
moss, seedlings and ferns took root, providing sanctuaries for countless little
creatures. While eddied out to watch a companion kayak through yet another
photogenicslot, | noticed ahand-sizespider erratically jogging al ong the mossy cliff.

The 20 mile-long lower Jondachi was equally stunning, and considerably larger
involume. CountlessClassIV pool drop rapids offered complete entertainment and
infinite photo opportunities. O coursewewanted to document the beauty and good
timestoshow our friendsback home, sowestopped totakelotsdf photos. Westopped
soofteninfact, that weran out of daylight before runningout of river. Watching the
sky turn from blue to brilliant orange behind the horizon was fantastic and
surrealistic. It wasalsoabit disturbing. Asthe jungledarkened, the natives became
restless. Croaks, chirps, buzzing and a hundred other indistinguishable sound
created asymphony that seemed to actually vibratethe night air. Silhouetted by the
fadinglight, batsfrantically pursuedflyinginsectsall around us. Inevery regard, the
immediate place and time was perfect.

However, wewerestill alongway fromthetake-out and not prepared tospend the
night among the creatures. We carried no sleeping gear, no dry clothes and no
protection fromthebugs. | hadlongsinceconsumed my treated water andallotment
of energy bars. | began to mentally prepare myself for what would inevitably be an
uncomfortable night. Wewould of coursesurvive, but thethought of being crawled
upon hy hand-size spiders and who knows what else for the next 12 hours was
definitely not part of my dream plan.

About the time | reconciled myself to being spider chow, we heard our shuttle
driver Marcos callingfromadistant gravel bar. Hehad waited threehours beyond our
agreed upon arrival time, probably wondering how four people could have so much
free time and excessive wealth, yet so little common sense. We thanked Marcos
profusely and loaded our boats onto his little pickup truck to continue our South
America Dream Tour.

GETTING THERE

The logistics of an Ecuadorian kayak trip are not as challenging as one might
believe. However, asense of adventure and the ability to speak alittle Spanish goes
along way. Numerous runs can be tackled in one day and there are many rivers
located near villagesor townswith cafes, taxisand even small hotels. Kegpin mind,
however, that these cafes, taxis and hotels are not exactly comparable to what we
encounter in the United States. In an effort to stabilize their economy and attract
tourism, the Ecuadorian government just established the U.S. dollar as the officia
currency. This, of course, takesthe mathematical challengeout of financial transac-
tionsfor us gringos.

There is awell-written guidebook that features about two dozen tried and true
runs— including the spectacul ar upper Jondachi. The book also sheds light on local
customs, shuttlesand placesto eat and sleep. Thebook'sauthorshumorously created
their own 'Fiesta Factor' and 'Degree of Suffering' rating system, assigningonetosix
beer mugs or skulls respectively. (I believe the Jondachi received an honorable six
beer mug Fiesta Factor ranking.) Rental boats are available at several popular
destinations.

For thosewhowould rather leave the hunting and gathering to someone else, so
to speak, along with locating river access points, arranging transportation and
whitewater equipment, there are two reputable outfitters to chose from; Rios
Ecuador at www.riosecuador.com and Small World Adventures at
www.smallworldadventures.com. The Kayakers Guide to Ecuador can be obtained
from Small World Adventures.
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The Doctor is Inti!!

Having a difficult timereconciling your love lifewith your whitewater addiction?
Shareyour troubleswith Dr. JusteK antgettenuff, American Whitewater's expert on
aquaticand romantic Tricky Whu. Dr. Kantgetenuff will do hisbest to help you
negotiatethe treacherous shoalsof the River of Love. And Dr. K isalways happy to
addressand exploit even the most depressngand disgusting per sonal stuationsfor the
edification and amusament of our readers. So send your pathetic whitewater love
troublesto Dr. JusteK antgettenuff, care of the editor of thismagazine. And if you're on

your bike, wear white.

THE TROUBLE
WITH LUDNIG

Dear Dr. Kantgettenuff,

I have a horrible problem that is destroy-
ing my life and marriage. Worse still, it is
keeping meoff theriver. My problem's name
isLudnig.

Up until a year ago my wife Britney-
Lewellynand | had atruly blissful existence.
Weboth had fantastic jobsand madeso much
money that we could afford new rodeo boats
every month of theyear. We had every week-
endfreeto paddle. Inthewinter weboatedin
Chile and Ecuador, in the summer it was
Alaskaand France. | figured, "Thisisasgood
asit gets"

Unfortunately, my wife wanted more. |
should have known troublewascomingwhen
she started to put little booties on the dog.
Then she came home from her sister's baby
shower in tears. Next Britney-Lewellyn can-
celled her subscription to VOGUE and started

to read WORKING MOTHER. Beforel could

say Peek a Boo, Ludnig was on the way!
Amazingly, by the time Ludnig popped
out four months ago | was almost looking
forward to hisarrival. | imagined my golden
haired boy fearlessly following me down the
South Fork of the Poudre. | envisioned him
dutifully making hotel reservations, loading

theRV... carryingmy kayak downthestepsto

theTallulah and up themountain at Panther
Creek. | wascertain Ludnig would love and
respect Britney-Lewellyn and | uncondition-
Laly, because he would realize that he was
TTucky to have such extraordinary parents.
Ared 1 thougtht be swould treat us aceordingly.

| even imagined that Ladneg would s juist
lukoe s mother and lather... perfect in every
Wy,

Talk about unrealistic expectations! Imust
have been out of my mind. Ludnig isn't
anythlng like that at all!

Honesty Dr. Kantgettenuff, | can't be-
lieve even that Ludnig isa normal human
baby. Nothing asawful as Ludnig could be
normal! We Episcopalians aren't supposed

to believe in such things, but sometimes |
think that Ludnig is demonically possessed.
By comparisonto Ludnig, LindaBlair'schar-
acter in The Exorcist looks like Martha
Stewart!

Ludnig hasabsol utely filthy personal hab-

its. He spits and farts and slobbers and
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drools. He pukesand peesand poopsall over
everything. He even throwsit at me! What
does he care? He doesn't have to clean his
messes up. Welve gone through three maids
inthe last six weeks.

Little Ludnig is very demanding. He
screams all thetime. Nothing ever satisfies
him. The only time he isn't squalling is
when heiseatingor sleeping. And, of course,
he refuses to sleep at night like everyone
else. Oh no, not Ludnig! He raises hell all
night long. The nanny is completely ex-
hausted. (Andl know damnwell that when
and if she manages to get avalid green card,
she'll expect to be paid!)

Andtheworst thingaboutall of thisisthe
way my wifeisacting. Inspite o dl o his
nasty habits, Britney-Lewellyn insists that
Ludnig is just the dearest little thing. She
thinks Ludnig can do nowrong. She cals
him her Little Fuzzy Wuzzy Teddy Bear and
Mommie's Lovin' Puddin'and Pie. Thisfrom
awoman with an MBA from Harvard! I'm
really getting worried about her. | think
Ludnig may have driven her over the edge.

Even moreworrisomeisthefact that my
wife hasn't been in her kayak since Ludnig
arrived. In fact, she shows no interest in
boatingatall. Britney actually toreapart the
last issue of American Whitewater and used
it to cover the table on which the nanny

lifejackets, gloves, water
wear, helmets and much more
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changes Ludnig's sh*##y diapers!

And when | decide to take a day off to go
boating, Britney-Lewellyn goeshallistic. She
saysl'm beingselfish. Asaconsequence I've
only managed to kayak fifteen days during
the past three months!

Britney-Lewellyn thinks that | should
spend all my free timewith Little Ludnigto
provetohimthat| realy realy lovehim. She
says that sometimes she wonders if | love
Ludnig at all. To be honest with you, Dr.
Kantgettenuff, sometimes | wonder about
that too.

But deep in my heart | suppose that |
really do love Little Ludnig. Just like | love
the Republican Party... or Dick Cheney! But
| wouldn't allow them to foul my houseand
ruinmy life!l And | damned surewouldn't et
them keep me off the river.

| tried to find a prep school that would
takeLittle Ludnig, but they won't enroll him
until heistoilet trained. Can you imagine?
My god, Dr. Kantgettenuff, that could take a
year... or, in Ludnig's case, even longer! |
need help and | need it now.

Respectfully yours,
T. Barclay Regal, III
Upton Downs, Connecticut

Dear Mr. Regal,

Dr. Kantgettenuff has some good news
and some bad news for you.

Thegood newsisthat LittleL udnigsounds
like a perfectly normal baby.

Thebad newsisthat LittleLudnig sounds
likeaperfectly normal baby. That means, Mr.
Regal, that you are going to be stuck taking
care of his sorry ass for at least eighteen
years. (Actudly,giventhatyoulivein Upton
Downs, you will probably be stuck taking
cared himforalot longer thanthat.) But do
not despair. Dr. Kantgettenuff can help.

My dearest Grandmamma, Connie
Kantgettenuff, always used to say, "Naughty
babiesare very much like plumpweenies, the
best way to deal with them is with a long,
straight stick.”

But no, | am not suggesting that you
should go to the nearest Home Depot and
purchase a baby whacker. God forbid! Time
have changed since Grandma's day and I'm
certain that Britney-Lewellyn would never
stand for that, especially there in Upton
Downs.

Instead, you need to purchase thefollow-
ing supplies: six 4’X8 sheets of stainless
steel, a French drain, a heat lamp, and a
garden hose with a powerful spray nozzle.
With these simple materials and a set of
blueprints that | will provide (just $14.95,

TURE COATED WITH
ARBASTOMN BFSTSTAMT

A long time ago,
we had an idea.

&
HYSIDE

Towi'ie 1|r..i:|I|r|g ] di:-pr'n-:luhihw_

Momslocturen ol Hypalsn i |nflatable i, colemit ond kel

B00/BHE-598T - Webiite: www hyside_com
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check or money order),you should beableto
construct one of Dr. Kantegettenuffs pat-
 ented Deluxe Infant Care and Containment
Centers, also marketed as Dr. K's Sooper
Dooper Baby Kennel. Onceyou havefinished
your little project, you cantossLittle Ludnig
inside. Then you won't have to mess with
him more than four or five times a day...
only at feeding times.

And cleaning Ludnig up will beasnap...
just hosethelittledarling off. The heat lamp
will do the rest. No more nasty diapers to
mess up the environment. One precaution:
Ludnig should not be left in the box unat-
tended for more than six hours at a time.
(Still, that's long enough to hit the river,
don't you think?)

Andyou needtodoonemorething... and
doitimmediately. Banall trendy periodicals
and manualsfrom the house that pertain to
child rearing. The Good Doctor believesthey
contain nothing but rubbish. Articles like
"Teaching 'Y our Childto Ded with Schoolyard
Bullies, Tell Himto Cryand Run" or" Smarter,
Bigger and Faster: AGOODMOTHERSGuide
to Breastfeeding School Aged Children." |
kidyou not. Dr. Kantgettenuff hasseensuch
things!

Save 40-50%
2

Whetstone"* Gear "%
Pot Hole Wooden Paddles -
Sin Squirt Boats

kaya kStI‘JTE.ED m
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American Whitewater

presents

A River Steward
Trani ngiSeminar

| Sunday. February 24.2002
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
(National Paddling Film Festival Weekend?!)

| |”|S one-aay WOI’QS' op wl" proviae wnitewater atiivists Wi ==

| tools necessary to work on their local river issues. American
Whitewater's staff of nationally recognized experts will present
modules on access, conservation, hydropower licensing, events,
freestyle judging, the Website Streamkeeper Project and safety.

Limited spaces available. For information and registration,
contact Nick Lipkowski (301) 589-9453.
nick@amwhitewater.org

GOLDIE
CHECKSIN

My Dearest Juste,
| 'am living on the road now, sleeping in
my pickup and competing in whitewater ro-
deos all over the country. And | am meeting
lots of fascinating people. | just have one
question for you.
Do you think | should embark onarela-
tionship with one o the male rodeo boaters?

Awaiting your reply,

Goldie Digere
Somewhere along |- 70

My Dearest Goldie,

Forever your servant,
Dr. Juste Kantgettenuff

e

& American Whitewater is attempting to organize
transportation from central locations in the Southeast, Mid-
Atlantic and Northeast as well as the Colorado Rockies.




“More comfort, more features,
more fittings, more performance.
The most comprehensive & size

specific range of whitewater

kayaks on the market. Fact”

o
s

= = ‘|
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Watch out for our 2002 range of
Boats in stores soon! For a demo
contact your local authorised
Pyranha dealer. See you on the
water, the Pyranha crew.

—PYRANHA
06 Elk Park Drive,
Asheville, NC 28804

T Emis (828) 254 1101

Fax: (828) 254 111% ~
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Creek boat - latest technolog

Tha SALTO is e new kayak lor sigep creeks and big wadet, A periect hull
dasion for manimum speed and scceleration. SUISIAGING ManEuverabity
and FEIpONSAENESS,

Total high performante with ke handing, controlied reseracing, ooy
cocipi, 551 COEX-shall and partect culfiling. Unique advantages you can
T

_spirit of kayaking...

-

_0 n a. n y a d V e n t u r e y Call or write for a

| . l E r j Iit FREE catalog.
just be sure to take t%vﬂﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂi'

e Y e =l 4

u

ESKIMO USA

P.O. Box 854 - Louisville, CO 80027 - Ph: 303-664-1629 - Fx: 303-664-1992

=

e-mail: eskimo-kayakQjuno.com - please visit us at www.eskimo-kayaks.com
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Marketplace Help AW grow and
Win a 7-tiay trip

: | paddling
&’ 'S In ECUADOR!

ol Find out how at
www.americanwhitewater.org

Simply the Bestl.
e e

f

i:': -d'hi: L)

'VGAPT Pi Boat & Bike Racks — kayak school ___

Custom STGG' Constructio Nestled on a bend of the California Salmon River

between the Marble Mountains and the Trinity Alps
¥ [=
EMTER P FT I E o in Northern California, you will find kayak paradise.

Our amenities am unmatched. Deluxe lodging;

]Hpﬂ N T L . — P gourmet meals; hot tub; sauna; masseuse: rnoun-

™ : U o - tain bikes; warm rolling ponds and gorgeous rivers

. for all levels-beginningto advanced. We provide

: EEL' Sp 0 ﬂ I !ﬂ I] u! state of the art equipment. Our instructors are the
ﬂl‘l“"rﬂ'. best you can find. We can tailor your week to be as L

challenging (or relaxing) as you would like!
Bike Mounts ® Gear Baskets ® Boat Stackers IgLE e i
Load Ingt Adult 6 Kids Classes * Grand CanyonM p s

Ban 210, Farks of Salman, CA S50

—SM = “POBOX 7] [E301462-4772

www. tyg_artnver.com Moatsville, West Virginia 26405 S
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Get your friends to join AW
And win a 7-day trip in
ECUADOR!

For every 2 people you bring into AW -
. we'll enter your name ina drawing =88
for a 7-day trip in Ecuador with Small
World Adventures.

Why should your friends join?

1 It's about time they got their own
sub to AW Journal!

2. AW representstheir rightswhenriver
access is threatened

3.AW is the only organization dedi-
cated solely to whitewater boating
issues

4. 1t's only $25! !

5. THEY COULD HELP SEND YOU TO
ECUADOR.

Soget onit today! Tell your friends
to join, let us know who you've re-
cruited, and when we get their member-
ship dues well giveyou credit in the
drawing for a 7-day trip in Ecuador!

f
']

ITHE LOMEST PR (S

WWW.CAMPMOR. CDM

AMNUE ANL KA 4

— QUTAITIERS

DRY BAGS » PIDs * INFLATABLES
* NEOPRENE CLOTHING
* CAR RACKS * ACCESSORIES
PLUS
* BACKPACKING
* CLIMBING
« FAMILY CAMPING
L« RUGGED CLOTHING
| & FOOTWEAR

. NAME BRANDS AT

Questions?Go to
Vi aneer i canvhi tevat er. org
or email

F~ mEPd Fam MARIISB TBEr O ATAD
LML DR PRl il Sk

1-(800) 230-2151

Or Writeto Us at:
PO BOX 700-AWO,

e
Ll

EcuadorContest@americanwhitewater

uhm.;yi- PA 18
7Ask for Toni

SADDLE RIVER, NJ.
07458-0700

Custom squirt, surf &
whitewater kayaks
created as
individually as
you are o

.‘ 5 IDAHOS hillTUI.F. FORE & MAIN SALMON
|_ ~ 1-B88-634-2600 wwwCa n-:.rutulﬂc.l:ulll

PS Composites, Inc.
2535 Roundtop Rd.
Middletown PA 17057

717-944-1752
www.customkayak.com

f—
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PRODLER: BILLY CRAIG

THSSION STRTEMENT:
URCERITHAE THE OLD SCHOOL
MERTALITY, PURSUE EXTREITIE
STEEP CREEK DESCENTS o
PERFECT THE RERIAL BLUAT,

- —

KAYAKS UTILIZED: THE ¥
THE .Ef_ UNTH FH 7. E”T i “’nr._i

002 KAYAKS OF CHOICE:
THE MUTAAT ano THE ACE 4,7
eoupPep it FA. T, 2.0 OUTFITTING

WAVC —) VR

DNORMINAN ==Y NDCEsIGH

BO0.311 7245 canmon. 613,382,253
e o o [IOULWRVESPORT.COM

e
TERIT! LLAVE SPORT

o 1 s g, ot T
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Jay Kincaid, TeamD Freestyle
NOWR POINTS SERIES CHAMP

2001 Season Results:

1st - NOWR Point Series
1st - Oregon Cup
1st - Ottawa River Rodeo
1st - Montana White Water Championships
1st - Canadian National Team Trials
15t - Moupin Daze Rodoo
13t - Canyon Doars Rades
Ind - Waiuva Rodes
2nd - Vail Invitotional
Ind - Big Gun Show
drd - Moentreal Big Wa
= Trinity Riv

PLAY LIKE eay
[creek e jay]

Poddle rhe Dogger Glorcs, Id and
CF5. Wiss Doggeer.com and your
Dagger Dealer fo kg mon,

americen whi ewater

PO Box 636 __ U.S. POSTAGE
Margaretville, NY 12455 PAID
PERMIT #127
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. www.dagger.com
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