$2.95 Newsstand Price

E e Auventure - Conser

amenCdn whiteweter

Tackling
the Big

...Jage 36



perception”

ONE WITH WATER

[we started Perception'" back in the’70s.1]
SO YOU'LL UNDERSTAND If THE EXACTDATE IS ALITTLE FUZZY.

WE WERE DOING A LOT OF THINGS BACK IN THE '70s, BUT WHAT WE WERE DOING MOST WAS PADDLING. WHICH IS
1{OW PERCEPTION GOT STARTED. WITH A BUNCH OF PADDLERS WHO WERE WAY INTO KAYAKING AND WANTED TO
/ADDLE THE BEST BOATS IMAGINABLE. 23 YEARS LATER, WE'VE GROWN INTO THE WORLD'S LEADING MANUFACTURER
" OF MODERN KAYAKS. WE'VE PADDLED MORE WATER, CREATED MORE INNOVATIONS AND INTRODUCED MORE PEOPLE TO
THE SPORT OF KAYAKING THAN'ANY OTHER BOAT MAKER. YOU MIGHT SAY WE'VE COME A LONG WAY SINCE THE '70s.

MAYBE. BUT THEN AGAIN, MAYBE NOT. FOR A COPY OF OUR NEW 1989 CATALOG, GIVE US A CALL AT 1-800-59-KAYAK.

01999 Perception, Inc. www.kayaker.com
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Bloodshed
and Irony

ast October, after years of procrastina-
tion, | finally made the pilgrimage to
the Adirondacks to paddle the Bottom
Moose. For morethan adecade | had dodged
the Moose with a host of lame rationaliza-
tions... toolong adrive... tooshortarun...

too crowded.. . too cold... better water closer .

to home. But in 1998 the cardswere stacked
against me. My excuses weren't going to cut
it anymore. First, my old friends Chris and
Carin Koll, who arrange the Moose releases
and host the festival, weregetting justifiably
testy because | never cameto visit their play-
ground. Second, the mid-Atlantic wasin the
midst of a drought; there just wasn't any-
where else to kayak. Finally, the hot dogs |
boat with were starting to look at me with
arched eyebrows every time the Moose was
mentioned. Word wasthat | wasafraid of the
Bottom Moose.

Therewas more than alittle truth to that
rumor. Over the years | had edited a lot of

articles about the Bottom Moose... articles-

peppered with referencesto jagged undercut
rocks, potentially lethal holes and difficult
crux moves on the brinks o fearsomewater-
falls. You know the old saw, "You need to go
here, but the current carries you there." |
published reports of broken boats, a near
drowning and, years ago, afatality.

My boating buddies didn't makeit sound
awhole lot more inviting. They would limp
home from the Moose saying things like,

"You should have been there! We had sucl®
a great time. XXX (who lives on class %
water)slammed intoarock at Shurform ar.
knocked all the meat off his knuckles ari
swam. YYY (whoisbetter than me) got stuci-
in the hole at bottom of Fowlersville Fall=
and would probably have drowned if sons
guy inahuge open boat hadn't crashed ini:
himand knocked himout. ZZZ (whonevis
screws up) got knocked off line at Crysta
- and fell sdewaysfifteen feet ontoabigboul
der pile. Boy, ishescuffed up. Itwasthe be:s
weekend ever!"

Well, it sure sounded likealot of fun!"T

All of this made me a little skeptical. 114
course, I'd heardsimilar horror storiesabout:
lotsd theriversl paddleandit hadn't stoppe:d
me. But something about the Moose madi
me uneasy. | had an eerie sense that ' I

attempted the Bottom Moose | was going fis
screw upandget hurt. Call itapremonition.
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[~ To make matters worse, | knew that if |

— messed up onthe Mooseitwould bein avery

~public way. The Bottom Moosg, like the
Russell Fork, attracts large crowds o boat-
erswho congregate at all of the major rapids
to enjoy the carnage. If | screwed up onthe
Mooseit would be all over rec.boats.paddle
— with my luck even before the ambulance
arrived!

One o the disadvantages of editing this
magazine isthat many of you assumethat |
am aredlly hot boater. A sad but undeniable
consequence of this is that many o you
would lovetoseemetakeathumping. Don't
deny it... | know what mischief lurksinyour

| black hearts. (Well, | know what mischief

lurksin my black heart, and | figure most of
you aren't any nicer than me.)

The truth is | certainly am not a hot
boater; |'mal ukewarm boater at best. Those
of youwho have seen meinactionknow this.
| takemy share o river trashingsand | often
tell about themin thiscolumn. Butwriting
about aspanking six monthsafter thefact is
alot different from making an ass of oneself
infront of ahundred hootingyahoos. | don't
mind shedding alittle blood in the company
of afew select friends, but not theentire East
Coast paddling community!

So, before | went to the Moose, | bought
anew helmet and PFD that | hoped no one
would recognize. And | double-checked to
make sure my Blue Cross card was in my

AL |

The opinions expressed in
[ the featares and editorialsof
| American Whitewater are
those of the individual au-
thors, They do not necessar-
ily represent those of the Dj-
| rectors of the American
I Whitewateror the editors of
this publication.

O occasion American
Whitewater publishes official
organizational policy state-
menis drafted and approved
| by the Board of Directors.
These policy statements will
be clearly identified.
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wallet, justin case. | wasresigned to my fate.
What thehell, | figured, et the gamesbegin.

Well, | hate to disappoint you, but to
make a long story short | paddled the Bot-
tom Mooseon Saturday and Sunday without
abit o trouble. On Saturday ChrisKoll gave
methe deluxe tour. | wasa bit anxious but
we scouted all of the rapidsand | chose the
conservative lines. Fowlersville and Agar
Fallswereahoot. Shurformand Powerline
were challenging, but fun. Knife's Edge
looked alittleiffy, but really wasn't that big
adeal. (No, | didn't sneak it.) Crystal looked
real iffy, but after | saw several floundering,
out-of-control boaters survive the rapid in
spite o themselves, | figured | could too.

We had a great meal at the Koll home-
stead on Saturday night and we cleaned the
Bottom Moose Sunday morningin an hour
and a haf and started the long drive home.

O course, on both Saturday and Sunday,
my hair dog buddies, Chuck, Jim and Joe,
tackled Magilla, an ugly classVfallsthat lies
just below the conventional Bottom Moose
takeout. Ittook onelook atitandsaid,"Oh
no, Homey don't do this s..!" Besides,
somebody with steady hands and nerves of
steel had to hold thevideo camera. The boys
paddled Magillaseveral times, but most ev-
erybody else passed onit, so | didn't feel too
wimpy. Incidentally, Magillais named after
Gorilla,arapidontheNorthCarolina's Green,
another river that | have avoided because of
a " premonition."

Nowwecometotheirony and bloodshed.

The day after | got back to Pennsylvania
my lawnmower threw a rock that whacked
meonthefoot. It hurtlike hell but | didn't
really think any serious damage had been
done so | kept on cutting the grass. About
five minutes later | discovered that the side
of my shoewassoaked with blood. The rock
had punctured my shoe, gashed my skinand
chipped one df the bones. This necessitated
X rays, IV antibioticsand sutures. | wason
crutchesfor aweek and wasstill limping six
weeks |ater.

So, what isthe moral tothisstory? Actu-
aly there are two.

Thefirstmoral isthat mowinggrassisno
good for you. After this incident | took a
sledgehammer to that old lawnmower of
mine. That sucker won't get meagain. Come
next spring I'm going to buy me a goat!

The second moral isthat everybody gets
beat up onceinawhile, soyou might aswell
doit having fun. To hell with premonitions!
Next year I'm going back to the Moose. |
might even try the Green.

Bob Gedekoh

2 out of 3 medalists at the 1997 Rodeo
World Championships
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More Gauley
Memories

Hi Bob,

| just read your Forum comments on
Gauley River Memories and had to send you
these pictures. Thelocal photoshopdidn't do
too good a job on making some prints from
someoldslides, but they get the point across.
I thought 20 yearsago, "Thismay be asgood
asit gets." Things haven't changed much. |
alsoincluded a picture o the"lron Ring" for
those who may never have seen it. | didn't
know if it disappeared before your time or
not. I'm surealot of newcomersmay wonder
about the name. For al | know, this may be
the only picture in existence.

By theway, the name of therapid onthe
Meadow is, "(I'm) Coming home, Sweet
Jesus." Make sense for a dangerous rapid?

Ward Eister
San Jose, California

Editor's note: Ward Eister is one of the
authors of Wild Water West Virginia and was
a pioneer boater in the mountain state.

Clox=Cadll on the
Gauley

The School of Hard
Knocks

Dear Editor:

The following story is true, though it's
only coincidence (luck) that | am the one
telling the story. Here isthe slightly edited
story as | reported it to the Rec.Boats.Paddle
newsgroup:

Hey folks,

Did a little paddling over the weekend
and hadareally, really, redly closecall onthe
last rapid (Kevin'sFolly) of theLower Gauley.
Therapidisonly aclassIIl; some peoplestop
to surf the wave on river right in the main
flow. There are no reported hazards in this
rapid except for a "strong hole" at higher
flows. In the past | have been in the habit of
runningashallow slot river right of themain
flow, located back in the boulder jumble.

Lastnight,aswepaddledthrough Kevin's
Folly, | ran thisslot. Duetodrought condi-
tions, the water levels were lower (2400 cfs
vs. 2800 cfs) and the water was beginning to
drop. Since many hazards are covered at
higher levels, | did not know that this slot
covered the top of aboulder sieve. | scouted
theslot fromaboveand all appeared clear. As
| negotiated theslot | stalled on theentrance

and waspushed leftintothesidedf aboulder.
Thisslot had very little flow, less than a 50
cfs. Asl stalled, | wasthinking to myself that
| wassimply “stuck”. Then my stern started
tosink and | knew that it was much worse.

If you're wondering, | was paddling a
Whiplash, not a real short kayak, one with
decent volume, but still one having a very
small stern.

Asthesternsank I still did not know Iwas
above asieve. | was under the false impres-
sionthat thestern dropwasdueto abuild-up
o water coming into the slot from above.
Once the boat went past vertical and the
stern started going "too deep,” | realized the
seriousness d thesituation. | didn't want to
go intothe holewith the boat on top o me,
so | bailed out.

For those of you who are trying to visu-
alizethissituation, imagine being abugina
toiletassomeone flushes. | wasbeing sucked
down into a hole and there was nothing |
could dotostopit. Fortunately, | came out
o the cockpit clean and went into thewater
feetfirst. Butthenthewater caught my body
and started pulling me down. What's inter-
estingabout being fedintoasieveisthat the
pressure is not from above, as you might
think, but rather a suction from below.

Though thesieve was rather small, maybe
threefeet acrossand two feet deep, therewas
so muchsuctionthat | never had achanceto
resist. | tried to keep my salf upat thesurface,

= e

but as | clawed at the rock | just slipped
further and further into thewater. | jammed
myself in the rock about two feet below the
surface. It wasdark and quiet, and that sense
of the end became crystal clear.

| had time enough to think about the
hopelessness of the situation, that | was ob-
vioudly not goingto get outtheway | wentin,
so | prayed that the outlet wasclear, relaxed,
let go of the rock, and closed my eyes. | felt
myself surge into the flow, then after a few
seconds | popped out inthe main flow o the
river, at the same spot where kayakers often
eddy out to surf the wave. | stood up on a
rock, still inthe river, and looked right into
the eyesdf acanoeist. 1'm not surewhowas
happier, me seeing him or him seeing me.
Therealizationthat | had just"swamasieve,”
under rock for over twenty feet, left menumb.

In talking with the canoeist | learned
that he had seen my boat go vertical behind
theboul derand knew somethingwasn't right.
Though hewas right behind me, by thetime
he came around the boulder | had already
flushed out into the main flow. Had | been
stuck inthesieve, it would havetakenat least
afew minutesbeforeany rescuers could have
reached me. How fast could they have gotten
meout? Probably not fast enough tokeepme
from drowning. So, yes, pulling the skirt
worked out to be the right move after al.

Sowhat can | say after surviving a poten-
tially terminal situation? | think it's impor-
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tant to notethefactors that changed thissl ot
from being " safe" to being potentially deadly.
Though the slot was"clear from above," the
water levelsweredroppingandit had become
amarginal line. Simply because | had taken
the linein the past, does not mean that the
slot was hazard free. Finally, low volume
does not equate with low risk. The higher
volumein the main flow o the river wasfar
safer than where | "swam."

In conclusion, | would like to relate my
experienceto some recent RBP"threads" on
short boats, low volume boats, creeking play
boats, and the need for increased safety on
theriver.

First, there has been considerable dis-
cussion about boat length, boat design. and
safety. | wholeheartedly believethat if | had
been paddling a longer boat or a boat with
more stern | would have traversed the slot
much easier. This was obvious to everyone
who was present following the accident. In
addition, alarger boat would have prevented
me from maneuvering into the slot in the
first place, thus avoiding the situation alto-
gether.

Second, for anyone out there who imag-
ines that you can swim out of an sieve or
undercut theway youwent in, or grab arope
while being held underwater, | can only say
onething: "NoWay!" Even asmall amount if
waterweighsso much and can createsuchan
incredible suction that there is often noway
to come out the way you go in, with help or
not. In my situation, thefurther | gotin, the
harder it was to get out. If the outlet o the
undercut had been blocked, you'd bereading
about this "close call" as a "death on the
Lower Gauley." The best way to get out of an
undercutorsieveistostay outdf itinthefirst
place.

Third, not that | want to criticize my
friends, but only one of the three kayakers|
was paddling with that day werewithin sight
of me at the time of the accident. The one
friend who was within sight realized that
something was wrong when he saw people
clamoring on the rocks with ropes in hand.
He still had to paddle upstream for a few
minutes before he could reach me. Theother
two paddlers had continued downstream,
assuming that wewereso far behind because
we had stopped toplay. Please, talk safety and
stick together. Consider how important a
few minutes can be in rescuing a drowning
paddier.

Fifth, in regardsto the repeated discus-
sions on "how long does it take to paddle
ClassVwhitewater?" | remember a number
of postingsto the effect that a fit and moti-
vated paddler could be paddling ClassV after
oneyear. Thisistrue; I'veseen it happenwith
a number of my friends, as well as myself.
However, would you trust a surgeon if they
had only practiced surgery for oneyear, even
though they had excellent skills? There is
definitely something to be said for the value
of time spent on thewater. It's simple math

folks: Five years experience is four more
years than one year. Experience is essential
to safe boating. Risky paddling behavior is
often due to a lack of experience with the
hazards of boating. | imaginethat wewill see
morenew paddler deathsin theyearstocome
dueto acombination o rapid advancement
in paddier skills, improved river access, and
better equipment, coupled with a deficit of
river running experience.

Finaly, I'd like to address the issue o
relative risk and river choices. There have
been a number of postings concerning the
skill level necessary to paddleariver such as
the Russell Fork Gorge. Based on descrip-
tions o the run, the Russell Fork is only
slightly moredifficultthan the Upper Gauley.
Doesthismean that a person who can paddie
the Upper Gauley is ready to consider run-
ning the Russell Fork?Many of my paddling
friends would say yes. In questioning their
responses | would like to remark on my
reading of the AWA casualty reports. It seems
that many of the reported deaths have taken
place on runsthat the victims knew, on runs
that were moderate in terms of the victims
skills, and in placeswhere many people had
passed unscathed. Death comes in many
forms; sometimesit is moreobviousthanin
others. If the deadly consequences of ariver
like the Russell Fork don't make you think
about lifeand risk, then | suggest you havea
sit down session with someone who cares
about your life more than you care for your
life (family, friends, a pastor). Death leavesa
wake of despair in it's passing. No one who
knows you will ever be the same.

| didn't sleep well last night because
every time| closed my eyes| saw theswirling
waters of the sieve closing above my head.
Yes, | will continueto paddlethe Gauley. Yes,
[ will continue to paddle ClassV. Yes, | will be
alot moreaware o what | am paddling, who
| am paddlingwith, and thedangersthat lurk
in the most innocuous places. But the best
lesson o al was that sometimes the river
gives you a second chance.

Please take care, life isprecious and it's
the only onewe get.

Ben Kadas
Blacksburg, Virginia

What isthe Ri§ht
Equipment”

Would you take your cross country skis
up ontheski lift? Would you go out for ajog
in your cowboy boots? Although you could,
chances are you wouldn't, simply because
those itemswere not designed for those pur-
poses. Thenwhy do some peoplethink it's OK
to run thirty foot waterfallsin a play boat?

I have been thinking about thisfor several
months and have decided to share my opin-

ion about what | consider to be adangerous
practice.

Once upon a time kayaks had one basic
design — long and pointy. The biggest prob-
lem with this design was the likelihood of
pinning vertically while running steep shal -
low creeks. For thisreason there were many
creeks and rivers that people wouldn't con-
sider paddling becausetherisk wastoogreat.
Later, the "creek" boat came onto the mar-
ket, shorter and rounded on the ends with
enoughvolumetosurface quickly. Soonthose
drops considered unrunnable began to be
tackled. Now, enter the play boat, craft spe-
cificaly designed to go into holes and stay
there. These boats are very short and have
low volume bowsand sternsmadetoinitiate
tricks. Thanksto these designsaboater with
moderate skill can quickly learn advanced
moves. However, because of their tendency
tostay in holes, play boatsare NOT intended
for big water or steep creeking.

And thisisthewherethe problem begins.
There are many boaters who have gained
considerable skill with these small craft, to
thepoint that they are runningthe big rivers
and steep creeks in them. Although many
have gotten away with such practices, | feel
strongly that those attempting such runsin
play boats are risking serious injury or even
death.

In the past several years | have heard of
some very close callson the riversinvolving
play boats. Although in part thisis because
people are running things that have never
been attempted before, | feel the equipment
being used has added to the problem. | can
think of three recent deathswherethetype of
boat being paddled was probably acontribut-
ing factor to the accident. Now it is not my
intention to slam any boat manufacturer or
specific boat design. In fact | won't even
mention what boats they are, because any of
these accidents could have happened in any
number o play boats.

What | will say isthat each of these boats
where designed specifically for rodeo and
they all shared in common a lower volume
stern. Onedf these designsin notorious for
doing tail stands and | have heard reports of
many peoplegettingpinned init. What these
incidents also have in common is each oc-
curred onariver that | would only attempt in
my creek boat. Even then | might well
choose to portage some o the drops.

My feelings only increased after | read a
recent article in American Whitewater that
waswritten by Rick Weiss widow, Rosi. Rich
died on theWhite Salmon Riverin July of '97
while practicing for an upcoming extreme
race. Ros writes of her experience in hope
that otherswill not have to go through what
she hasfaced. Thismovingarticleisquitean
eopener and | would encourageall to read
it. (July/August 1998 edition of American
Whitewater, page 64.) Although Ros does
ddress the issue of high water and Rich's
ipparent reluctance torunthedrop, shealso
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Guidelines for Contributors

Please read this carefully before sending
usyour articles and photos! Thisisavolun-
teer publication, please cooperate and help
usout. ial wi
arelease - signed by all authors and photog-

ravhers (attached)!!!

The editorial staff of American
Whitewater carefully reviews all material
submitted for publication. We are particu-
larly interested in receiving full length fea-
ture articles, conservation and club news,
specia event announcements, articles per-
taining to whitewater safety and short, hu-
MOrous pieces.

Articles should fit our established for-
mat; that is, they should be stylistically pat-
tered tofitintoour Features, AWBriefs, River
Voices, Conservation Currents, Safety Lines,
Humor or End Notes sections. Exceptional
photographs and whitewater cartoons are
also welcomed.

If possible articles should be submitted
on a 3' computer cassette. (WordPerfect
preferred - others accepted.) Please do not
alter the marginsor spacing parameters: use
thestandard default settings. Send aprinted
copy d thearticle aswell.

Thosewithout accesstoaworkprocessor
may submit theirarticlestyped. Pleasedouble
space.

Photos may besubmitted asslides, black
or white prints or color prints. Keep your
originalsand send us duplicates if possible;
we can not guarantee thesafe return of your
pictures. If you want us to return your
pictures, include a self addressed stamped

envelope with your submission. Because we
publish in black and white, photoswith alot
of contrast work best.

American Whitewater Feature articles
should relate to some aspect d whitewater
boating. Please do not submit articles per-
taining to seakayakingor flatwater. The best
features have a definite slant... or theme.
They are not merely chronological
recountings d river trips.

Openthestory withan eyecatchinglead,
perhaps by telling an interesting anecdote.
Dialogue should be used to heighten the
reader'sinterest. Don't just tell usabout the
river... tell usabout the peopleontheriver...
developthemascharacters. Featurearticles
should not be written in the style of a loca
club newsletter.

If you are writing about a commonly
paddied river, your story should betold from
a unique perspective. Articles about diffi-
cult, infrequently paddied or exoticriversare
given specia consideration. But we are also
interested in well written, unusual articles
pertaining to classIIT and IV rivers as well.
Feature stories do not have to be about a
specific river. Articles about paddling tech-
niques, the river environment and river per-
sonalities are also accepted. Piecesthat in-
corporate humor are especially welcome.
Open boating and rafting stories are wel-
come.

Don't be afraid to let your personality
shine through and don't be afraid to poke a
little fun at yoursdlf... and your paddling
partners.

Profanity should be used only when it is

Release For Publication

M 1 hereby release my work (literary, graphic or photographic) for publication in American

Whitewater magazine.

W | understand that my work may be edited or cropped at the editors' discretion.

B | understand that | will not be paid for my work.

M | accept responsibility for theaccuracy o theinformation included inmy submission. | have
not libeled or slandered any individual, corporation or agency in thiswork.

B | understand that all or some of my work may be reprinted at some future date in an

American Whitewater publication.

W | promise that this material has not been and will not soon be published by another
magazine or publication and the rightsto this material are clear and unrestricted.

B | understand that oncethismaterial isprinted in American Whitewater it may bereprinted
or reproduced in other publications if 1 wish, providing 1 notify them that it has already

appeared in American Whitewater.

absolutely necessary to effectively tell astory;
itisnotour intenttointentionally offend our
more sensitive members and readers.

Please check all facts carefully, particu-
larly those regarding individuals, govern-
ment agenciesand corporations involved in
river accessand environmental matters. You
are legally responsible for the accuracv o
such material. Make sure names are spelled
correctly and river gradients and distances
are correctly calculated.

Articleswill beedited at thediscretion of
theeditorstofit our format, length andstyle.
Expect to see changes invour article. If vou
don't want usto edit vour article, don't send
ittous! Becaused our deadlinesyouwill not
be able to review the editorial changes we
make prior to publication.

American Whitewater is non-profit; the
editors and contributors to American
Whitewater are not reimbursed. On rare
occasions, by vrearrangement, professional
writers receive a small honorarium when
they submit stories at our reauest. Gener-
aly, our contributorsdo not expect payment,
since most are members of AW, which is a
volunteer conservation and safety organiza-
tion.

Signed

Date

This release must be signed by all the con-
tributing author(s), photographer(s) and
graphic artist(s).

Send your material to Bob Gedekoh, R.D.#4,
Box 228, Elizabeth, PA. 15037.

Please use regular first class postage.... Not
certified mail.
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focuses on the equipment he used.
"What | really want for other paddlers to I
know, especially racers," Rosi writes, "isthat
running rivers is different from racing and
therefore different clothing should beworn.

| truly fed that if Rich waswearing hisother
helmet hewould not havesuffered ahittohis
head on his temple. | think the cut on his
temple is what caused him to be uncon-
scious. Maybeif he had not been wearing his
(racing) life jacket, which racers try to keep
as thin as possible, things might have been _
different, too."

Later in the article she states that she
realized his boat played a major part of the
accident. Againitisamatter o equipment. |
know that Rich had been trying out alot of
plastic boats and had said that he needed to
get a boat with more volume for the race.
Now | understand why. Tree (whowaswith
Rich that day) was paddling a boat with alot
morevolume and it definitely helped. Rosi

| can't make the decision for you as to
which boat to useand when to useit. Aplay
boat may be perfect from someruns, whileit
could be extremely dangerous at others.
Only personal experience can guide you.
But since most people own more than one
boat these days, why risk the extreme? |
alwaysbelievethatyou can't gowrong if you
fall ontheside of caution. Therefore, | will
leave these thoughts with you, and once
again, encourageyoutobecareful outthere.

RIO UPANO

Our newest adventure,,,

! Tropical whitewater paddling on

1 the river of sacred waterfalls.
NOC’s expert instructor/guides

I lead the way.

SeeYaon the River,

Jim Virgin i
President, OregonKayak and CanoeClub

INTERMEDIATEAND ADVANCED  §; l
KAYAK - 10 day trip

continued by saying, "Please understand | |

am not saying anything against the boat he
waspaddling. But I think Rich himself stood
thereand realized that, even though heliked
the boat because it turned and felt more like
his race boat, it was not the boat for those
fals."

Talesof the Paddlesnake

ADVENTURE TRAVEL
888-662-1662 EXT 333

EmATPATTHABIEE com

]

ilwﬁ&_ .

- | |

Surfin’s@aol.com

e

Open Canoes & Kayaks on
Class4 & 5 whitewater

Includes Top to Bottom Tours of:
Tallulah Gorge
&
LittleRiver Canyon

Alsoincludes runson:
Johnnies Creck
" Teddy" Bear Creek
Wolf Creek
North Chickamauga
Cain Creck
Tellico River
Wildcat Creck
Conasauga River

Rapid names & river levels
aredisplayed on screen.

Boof

Gear

AFTER-KAYAK APPAREL

Boof Gear. When You're Cold
and Wet...It'sWarm and Dry!

TheOutdoor Changing Room
that features:

| never takethisthing of !
-Eric Jackson

Theonly timel takethis Fez=s

. ) - Warm, highquality fleece
dressoff is when | put on my skirt!

 Large, outsde & inside pockets

I Lk « Dual scarf & hood design
Thesecond best thingtoelimb it~ * Variety of solid colers & prints
when your naked S — - Optional Losg Sleeves .

« Ask about our other Products

Whitewater Paddling Video Store

811-H Livingston Court $26.95 plus $3.00 S&H [US)

Marietta, GA 30067 PAL Version available also

Order Your Boof Gear Today:
770-422-8677

Boof Gear 9224 Darrow Rd, Ste. W-311
Twinsburg, Ohio 44087
Ph. (330)405-1996 Fax (330)405-1997

For this and other exciting videos, visit

WWW.WHITEWATERVIDEO.COM

Wealso carry videosfront:
Rob Foote, Possum Creek, Falling Down, Kent Ford, & more to come!

i Changein the Boof, not in the buff!!!
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Outfitter's Store Catalog
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We make
it easy
to play
all day

and shop

at night!

i

Secure on-line
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High quality paddling gear:

= Soft supplex intﬁr:lz. and pants

® Neaprene fops dftl battoms

= Fuzzy lops, battoms e lreaters ond vesft
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e e,
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£
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American
Whitewater

Our mission is to
conserve and rsstore
America’s whitewater
resources ane
enhance onnoriunities
fo enjoy them safely.

The American Whitewater (AW)isa na-
tional organization with a membership con-
sisting of thousandsof individual whitewater
boating enthusiasts, and more than 100
local paddling club affiliates.

CONSERVATION: AW maintainsacom-
plete national inventory of whitewater riv-
ers, monitors threats to those rivers, pub-
lishes information on river conservation,
| provides technical advice to local groups,
works with government agencies and other
river users, and-- when necessary-- takes
legal action to prevent river abuse.

RIVER ACCESS: To assure publicaccess
to whitewater rivers pursuant to the guide-
lines published in its official Access Policy,
AW arrangesfor river accessthrough private
lands by negotiation or purchase, seeks to
protect the right of public passage on all
rivers and streams navigable by kayak or
canoe, resistsunjustifiedrestrictionson gov-
ernment managed whitewater rivers and
works with government agencies and other
river users to achieve these goals.

EDUCATION: Through publication of the
bi-monthly magazine, and hy other means,
American Whitewater, ( AW) providesinfor-
mation and education about whitewater riv-
ers, boatingsafety, technique and equipment.

SAFETY: AW promotes paddling safely,
publishes reports on whitewater accidents,

American Whitewater

maintains a uniform national ranking sys-
tem for whitewater rivers (theInternational
Scaleof Whitewater Difficulty) and publishes
and disseminates the internationally recog-

_| nized AW Whitewater Safety Code.

EVENTS: AW organizessporting events,
contestsand festivals to raise fundsfor river
conservation, including the Ocoee
Whitewater Rodeo in Tennessee, the Gauley
River Festival in West Virginia (the largest
gathering of whitewater boaters in the na-
tion), the Arkansas River Festivd in Colo-
rado, the Kennebec Festival in Maineand the
Deerfield Festival in Massachusetts.

AWwas incorporated under Missouri non-
profit corporation laws in 1961 and main-
tains its principal mailing address at 1430
Fenwick Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20910 (301)
589-9453. AW is tax exempt under Section
501(c) (3) d the Internal Revenue Code.

Will

You can save a river forever..,

.. by planni
American W

gift for
tewater,

Your gift can:
Secure permanent accessto riv-
ersfor generations to come
Protect and/or restore an endan-
gered whitewater river
Promote whitewater safety
M Support the world's leading
whitewater organization

m bequests
m stocks

m red estate
m Insurance
m trusts

Please direct inquiries to Ken Ransford, attorney and
CPA, 970-963-6800, or by email at ransford@csn.net.
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Director's Cut

by Rich Bowers

eral yearsago, asthe newly hired Conser-

vation Director for American Whitewater, |

ttended a meeting in Washington DC and

ound myself discussing the idea of legal-

ized whitewater boating in Yellowstone National

Park. | was stunned when a senior Department of

thelInterior person told me,"Youboatersshouldn't
assume you can just run every river."

"Why," | asked, "should we assume we can't?"
Even at that time, it seemed incrediblethat anyone
could believe that whitewater boaters would dam-
age a resource already being used by thousands of
anglers, horsepackers, hikersand others each year.

A few years later, in 1994, | read through the
newly published guidebook "Western Whitewater."
| cameacrossasectiontitled "The Forbidden Rivers
o Yellowstone," written by Ron Lodders. In this
passage, Ron made a comment that caught my
attention, "Riversrunnershaveadefensive mindset;
they concentrate on saving rivers, and opening up
new rivers usualy doesn't occur to them."

Thisstopped me. At thetime, | wasdeeply into
thework of opening new rivers affected by dams. The passage didn't
seem tofit with my ideaof whitewater efforts, or of the many boaters
who worked with me. It made me decide right then that opening
riversin Yellowstone was a task especialy well suited for American

Whitewater.

Before the Thanksgiving holiday, we presented more than four
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years of research and hard datato Michael Finley, Superintendent of
Y ellowstone National Park, and hisstaff. Asummary o our "Proposal
for Allowing Limited Whitewater Recreation in Yellowstone" isin-
cluded in the River Access section of this Journal, and | encourage
you to take afew minutesand read through this. At stake isover 400
miles of whitewater rivers and streams. As Ron put it, "the largest
collection of unexplored riversin the lower 48 states.”

I'd like to claim credit for this, and |

certainly played a part, but this proposal re-
sulted from monthsdf research, writing, edit-
ing and re-editing by Rich Hoffman, Triel
Culver and Jason Robertson. They were as-
sisted by many of our staff, directors, regional
coordinators, and local boaters interested in
paddling some of the most magnificent
whitewater in the country. It's a strong pro-
posal and we look forward toworkingwith the
Park to open select riversin Y ellowstone.
Finally, boating in Yellowstone is not
an easy issue. Most peoplewhoweighinonthe
issue of boating in the park either demand
their right to boat (and boat legally), or are
adamantly opposed to any new use. While
Yellowstone isaspecia place, and while some
riversareso fragilethat restricted use may be
appropriate, it iswhitewater boaterswho are
being restricted and denied access to rivers
enjoyed by a host of other users, both motor-

ized and non-motorized. We believe our pro-
posal stresses protection of one of our most magnificent national
parks while addressing the right of access and fairness. We believe
our proposal outlines away to do both, and presents away to open

more rivers in the future.

Andfor that Interior person, after years of reflection (andamost
daily experience arguing thisissue) — I still think you're wrong!

Wild & Scenic Rivers Act

uetothedams, diversions,
andwater resourcedevel-
opment projects which
occurred from the 1930's to the
196075, the need for a national
system of river protection was
recognized by river conservation-
ists (like Frank and John
Craighead), congressional repre-
sentativessuchasFrank Church,
andfederal agencies. On October
2,1968, theWild and Scenic Riv-
ersActwas signedand concluded
that selected rivers be preserved
in a free-flowing condition and
be protected for the benefit and
enjoyment of present and future
generations.
The Wild and Scenic Rivers
Acttoday protectsriver segments
covering 10,844 miles of the

nation'smost outstanding rivers
from damsand other inappropri-
ate development

On November 5-6, 1998, a
forum was held in
Shepherdstown, West Virginiato
createaforward-looking agenda
for the Wild & Scenic RiversAct
on it's 30th Anniversary, and to
develop a vision for the future
role of Wild & Scenic in river
conservation.

The meeting was called by
the Interagency Wild and Scenic
RiversCoordinating Council and
the River Management Society.
In addition to federal river man-
agers, the forum aso included
state river managers and river
organizations including Ameri-
can Whitewater, American Riv-

ers, American CanoeAssociation,
Idaho Rivers United, Friends of
the River and others.
Overthisday andahalf,agen-
ciesand non-profits discussed the
rivers protected by Wild & Sce-
nic, other benefits of designa-
tion, the current problems with
adding new rivers under Wild &
Scenic, and changes needed in
the future (including the need
for other river protection mea-
sures). Participants decided to
focusonfour categories of goals
for the future: 1) building con-
gressional support, 2) education,
3) non-governmental organiza-
tion coordination, and 4) man-
agement. Anew vision statement
for Wild & Scenicwasal so agreed
upon, one which highlights the

American Whitewater v January /February 1999

valued theserivers"tomaintain
diverse ecological, recreational,
cultural and geographical repre-
sentation" and that identifies
Wild & ScenicRiversas"theheart
of watersheds." Innovative ap-
proachestoWild & Scenicwill be
based on " sound scientific infor-
mation, as well as collaboration
and partnerships among federal,
stateand local governmental and
non-governmental organizations
and the general public."

For more information con-
tact Rich Bowers, American
Whitewater, or Caroline Tan,
Director of the River Manage-
ment Society at (406) 549-0514
or email: rms@igc.apc.org/
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INTERN3HIP IN RIVER
CONSERVATION &

RECREATION

at American Whitewater's National Officein

asingtorl_l—, DC

American Whitewater

Organized in 1957, American Whitewater's mission is to '%on-

portunities to enjoy them safely." American Whitewater is a national
boating organizafion with a membership of more than 7,650 indi-
vidual members and 180 local kayak and canoe club affiliates, repre-
senting some 80,000 whitewater paddlers across the country.

National Office Internship

The Nationa Office Internship is a three to six month position
that can be scheduled throughout the year to meet a variety of
schedules. The position may include a stipend depending on need
and qualifications. Our goals for the internship are three-fold: to
provide real world experience to our internsthat will better position
themfor full timeemployment inrecreation andtheenvironment; to
increasethe productivity and effectivenessof American Whitewater;
and to makea real differencein protectingwhitewater rivers.

Respongbilities
The National OfficeIntern's main responsibility will be to assist

theaccess. conservation. events, and safety program directors, and to
assist and strengthen American

Qualifications
Interns should possess the following qualifications and skills:

College Degree
Computer skills (Word 97, desktop publishing) and expe-
rience with I nternet communications
Strong research and writing skills
Demonstrated interest in river conservation, whitewater
boating and/or outdoor recreation

To Apply

Send a cover letter describing why you are interested in an
internship with American Whitewater, your major areasd interest,
and when you can start. Include a resume, awriting sample, and a
list of three references. Please do not call! Send to:

email to Kate@amwhitewater.org
Fax (301)589-6121

National Office Internship or
American Whitewater

1430 Fenwick Lane

Silver Spring, MD 20910

American Whitewater isan equal opportunity employer.

Whitewater's volunteers. There is
also an opportunity toassist the Ex-
ecutive Director on administrative
programs including funding and
membership. Specificaly, interns
will help Program Directorswith:
Researchtopicsrelated to riv-
ers, safety, public access, rec-
reation, and program devel-
opment
Production of American
Whitewater Publications and
program reports
Responding to requestsfor as-
sistance from activists and
members
Administrativedutiessuch as
filing, photocopying, database
entry, phone answering, etc.
TheNational Officel nternwill
take on several long-range
projects during the course of
the internship. American
Whitewater staff will work
with the intern to select
projects which incorporate
his/her special interests and
talents, provide experience,
and meetthegoalsd our stra-

tegic plan.

NeEep No MoRrE
HSHOP NARR

| North American River Runners = 800-950-2585 |
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Nisqually Whitewater Releases WELCOME BACK BOATERS

paddling community caused many o usto
take the ClassV whitewater below lightly,
not to mention the ClassV put-in. None o
uswere aware of the dramatic changes the
1996 flood had made to the rapids and por-
tages. Few o the participants anticipated
the long day about to unfold before them.

The put-in entailed belaying boats in two
stages down a steep gully while paddlers
used a hand line. The greatest hazard on
the descent was rockfall from others. Par-
ticipants estimated that once on the ropes it
took nearly 30 minutes to reach the river.
Thisdeday lead to congestion o kayakersat
the top o the gully waiting to descend,
which lead to further congestion at por-
tages in the canyon. In retrospect, the de-
laysat the descent and portages pdein
comparison to the six year relicense process
that brought these releasesto fruition.

By day's end, a record 64 boaters de-
scended into the La Grande Canyon. Beth
Geiger, author of Canoe and Kayak
magazine's Whitewater Dispatches column
described the day as"A first in kayaking history — the
equivalent of sixty-four firstdescents!" Geiger's comment
was in reference to the newly formed and yet unrun river
channel dramatically altered by the 1996 flood.

At 4:30 PM darkness set in with only half of the sixty-four
boaters accounted for at the

The 185 foot high La Grande
Canyon Dam on the Nisqually
River spilling 800cfs for
whitewater releases on Nov. 21.
For the remainder of the year the
dam diverts water away from the
river channel to the powerhouse at
the downstream end of the canyon.

counts soon to make their way into the ana-
logsd legendary boating adventures.

And the stories kept pace with the Alaskan
Amber on tap. | particularly liked thefirst
hand account o the boater clinging to a rock
inthe middle of the river with darkness an
arms length from hisface. A boater portaging
the drop heard his desperate shouts from mid-
river. On thethird attempt the throw bag
made physical contact with the marooned
boater. He described his swim to shoreas"a
total leap o faith diving into arapid in com-
plete darkness with no ideawhat lay down-
stream!" Obviously, the rescue was successful.

Another paddler described the realization of
succumbing to the darkness realizing he and
his companions were about to bivouacin the
La Grande Canyon facing approximately 14
hours d darkness with thirty degree tempera-
tures. The eventual rescue by fellow boaters
and chili dinner at the Overlander were more
than appreciated.

Utilities typically try to deny whitewater re-
|eases below hydropower projects claiming
that kayaking and rafting are dangerous activities that will
place local search and rescue orgariizations at unnecessary
risk. American Whitewater responds that boaters are self-
reliant with the necessary rescue skills enabling self-rescue.
On the Nisgually, the paddling community demonstrated
this self-reliance infull color.

takeout. My imagination be-

Pitch Black!

gan to conjure up my worst
fears. Could thiswel publi-
cized restoration o the
Nisqually River end in trag-
edy? Earlier intheday, I'd
had my share of doubtsas |
stood in the gully belaying
boats and boaters to the river
below. From my position in
thegully | had a birds-eye
view o the water spilling

THIS WHITERA
THE ACCESS TO

NOT

FSS T0 THE RIVER ARE
TREMELY HAZARDOLS DO
\OT ATTEMPT EITHER UNLESS
YOUR SKILLS EXPERIENCE AND
FQUIPMENT HAVE PREPARED
WU FOR A CLASS « 1U 0

WHITEWATER FLUN AND A
2% FOOT NEAR VERTICAL
NT IO THE PUHN ALL

Collectively, boatersin the
Overlander agreed that delays
at the descent and congestion
along portage routes greatly
increased the time commit-
ment for the run. Therun it-
sdf can be completed ina
reasonable time frame. In
fact, the last party to launch
on Saturday put-on at 3 p.m.
and members o that team ar-

from the top of the 185 foot
dam to the river below — a
dramatic sight. The technical
nature o the descent coupled

JANTS ASSUME ALL RISK
SIGN—FHEPROVIDED
~WATVERS-BEFORE-ENTRY-

rived at the powerhouse by
4:30 p.m.

Clearly, the descent time
needsto be improved as well

with the crowd o boaters
caused me more than onceto
guestion the logic o thisre-

Sign at the put-in warning paddlers of the whiotewater ahead.

as congestion at portages.
Both can be accomplished
fairly easily by informing

lease. Each time images o
dry river beds across this country silenced my doubt. Those
doubts took a quantum leap with news o the stranded boat-
ers. By 9:00 AV my fearswere nullified as the last boaters
walked out of the Canyon. Relieved, we headed to the
Rainier Overlander for dinner, beers, and afew first hand ac-

paddlers at the registration
table how to rig for the descent and move quickly through
portages. Alternative descents were used on Saturday which
could speed up the process for future releases.

In the week or so since the release I've recelved numer-
ous positive comments. Many want to return so they can

American Whitewater v January /February 1999
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Nisqually Whitewater Releases WELCOME BACK BOATERS

relax and appreciate the
unique rapids and setting of
the La Grande Canyon.

Mogt felt the strenuous de-
scent wasworth the pad-
diing. All remarked that the
rapids and portages were
dramatically different from
the video and these changes
should be emphasized at the
registration. Onerapidin
particular is definitely Class
VI with asmall eddy above
to initiate the portage.

Many felf the mmm should re-
tain the Class V rating with
an emphasis on the time fac-

tor given the descent and short days. When asked if they
would return most replied enthusiastically yes, the paddling

makes the descent worth it.

Additional releases are scheduled for December 5 and 6,
1998. Duetostructural changesin rapidsand portages, re-
leases will be kept at 800 cfs. On both Saturday and Sunday.
Please arrive at 8 am. at Alder Lake Campground. Keepin
mind these whitewater releases are under evaluation for the
first three years. The results of
thesefirst three yearswill effect

releases for the remaining 37
yearsin the project license.

Lastly, many individuals rose

to the occasion on the first re-
lease day assisting fellow pad-

dlerswhere needed. These indi-
vidual s compassionately shared
their skills at the risk of compro-

mising their own ability to get
out o the canyon before dark.
Six boaters in particular hiked

back into the canyon after dark
to assist stranded paddlers. Ku-

dosto all these individuals.

Thank you to al participantsfor
making thisa safe initial release.
Bring your knowledge to the fol-

lowing releases.

Tracy Clapp descending into the La
Grande Canyon of the Nisqually
close to 3:00 pm.

Boaters descending the gully info La Grande Canyon of the Nisqually
using handline.

L ESSONS
LEARNED

e Punctuality: An early
start isimperative, particu-
larly given the unavoidable
delays descending into the
canyon. Registrationisat 8
am. sharp.

e |deally, summer re-
|easeswould negate the need
for a dawn start and greatly
reduce safety concerns asso-
ciated with bivouacs.

e Logigtics: Designate a

team leader for each paddling group. Thisindividua should
be skilled with rigging boats for a belayed descent. Ideally,

paddling teamswould contain members capable of rigging

and belaying boats. If you have questionsabout rigging
boatsfor the lower ask for assistance from someonein the
know. Additional volunteers dedicated to belaying boats
into the canyon would greatly accelerate the descent. These
volunteers should be equipped with hand held radios for

ease of communication.

» Equipment per paddler: man-
datory — throw bags, two webbing
slings, 2-3 carabiners preferably
locking. Assumethisisan inacces-
sible canyon (because it is) there-
fore boaters must be prepared for
self-rescue. Equipment necessary
for self-rescue includes but is not
limited to thefollowing items;
breakdown paddle, repair kit, first
aid kit, bivwy kit, and extrafood.

¢ Additional equipment: We set

| up approximately 450 feet of climb-

ing rope (threerope lengths) from
the canyon rim to thewater. Ide-
aly, one rope would be dedicated to
belaying boatswith asecond line
functioning asa hand line. Two be-
lay stations are necessary for lower-
ing boats. Each belay station must
be equipped with a heavy duty belay
device. We destroyed one locking
carabiner dueto thedirt on the
rope.

American Whitewater v January/ February 1999
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Nisqually Whitewater ReleasesWELCOME BACK BOATERS

BACKGROUND ON THE NISQUALLY RELEASES

The La Grande Canyon issituated just downstream o the
Nisqually Hydroelectric Project. The La Grande Dam di-
vertswater from the 1.7 mile canyon to a powerhouse
downstream, de-watering the natural river channel except
during extreme flood events. The Nisqually Project isa pri-
vately owned hydroelectric facility regulated by the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). FERC grants pri-
vate utilities 30 to 50 year licenses. Roughly six years prior
to license expiration the utility must initiate a relicense
process to secure a new license. The relicense process,
through the input o state and federal agencies and the pub-
lic, isintended to evaluate project operations and establish
specific conditionsin the next license term for resource
protection, mitigation and enhancement.

American Whitewater's conservation program has been
actively involved across the country restoring whitewater
riversthrough the relicense process. American Whitewater,
along with the Rivers Council o Washington, actively pur-
sued annual whitewater releases as a condition o the new
license for the Nisqually Hydroelectric Project. In June
1994, flow levels o 800 and 1000 cfswere tested as part of a
whitewater feasibility study. Based, in part, on these tests
the FERC required Tacoma Public Utilitiesto make four
whitewater releases annualy. Initially, the boating commu-
nity requested these releases occur in the summer months
when boating opportunities on adjacent rivers were less
likely. TheWashington Dept. o Fish and Wildlife, silent for
much o the relicense process, objected to summer releases

claiming releases would impact spawning fish. The parties
agreed to schedule releases between November 15 and De-
cember 31 annually. Furthermore, the releases were set for
an initial three year evaluation period. At theend d three
year evaluation period, FERC would reassess the license
condition requiring whitewater releases.

Tacoma Public Utilities has been extremely concerned
with liability issues surrounding the whitewater releases.
And justifiably so. The put-in reguires afive hundred foot
descent down asteep gully and is likely more difficult than
therapids. Oncein the La Grande Canyon, the near vertical
walls give you only one logical way out. To ease their liabil-
ity concerns, Tacoma put together avideo o the rapidsen-
abling paddlers to make an informed decision about the dif-
ficulty of thewhitewater prior to descending into the La
Grande Canyon. Participants are required to view thisvideo
prior to descending into the La Grande Canyon. Upon
completion o the run, paddlers are asked to fill out asurvey
to record their impressions of the paddling experience. The
results o these surveyswill be submitted to the FERC upon
completion o the three year evaluation phase o there-
leases. American Whitewater will work closely with the
Tacoma compiling the report.

For more information about hydropower relicensing, the Nisqually
releases or to provide feedback on the La Grande Canyon releases
contact American Whitewater's conservation office at 482 Electric Av-
enue, Bigfork, MT 59911. Phone: (406) 837-3155 - Fax: (406) 837-
3156 Email: jgangemiQdigisys.net

.4 b2

. of incredible efforts by com-

| standing individuals. RP, as
B4 ! he's commonly referred to, B
| - = hadavisionfor theLaGrande

. River issituated on thewest-

&

Successes m river CONSer-
vation are usually the result

mittedindividuals. Randolph
Pierce is one of those out

Canyon ofthe Nisqually River.
That vision came to fruition

November 21, 1998 when
Tacoma Public Utilities re-
leased 800cfsintothecanyon
forwhitewater. The Nisqually

ernflank o Mount Rainier in
Washington state. RP’s unre-
lenting efforts in the
relicensing process, video pro-
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— American Whitewater

duction, logistics coordina- 1~
tion intheweeks prior tothe
November 21 releaseand the
day of the release helped make
it possible for 64 paddlersto
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John Gangemi, American
Whitewater Conservation Di-
rector

On November 18, Conserva
tion Director John Gangem
hiked the Chelan Gorge below
LakeChelan in central Washing
ton state to determine the navi
gability of the river. John was
joined by staff from the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commissiori
(FERC),National MarineFisher
ies Service, American Riversam!
theChelan Public Utility District
The Lake Chelan Public Utilit:
Districtisundergoing relicensing
of their hydropower facility with
the FERC. Therelicense proces:
iscurrently in the"honeymoon
phase where interested parties
identify issues associated with
project operations.

American Whitewater identi
fiedthefour milede-wateredrives
channel below the lake as prim
whitewater potential. The river
drops 400 feet in four miles be
forethe confluencewith the Co
lumbia. Non-boaters claim the
gorge is not survivable. In July
1998, aloca boater paddied th:
lower end of thecanyon. Todate
noonehaspaddieditfromtop t
bottom.

Based on the site visit
Gangemi feels awhitewater fea
sibility study is warranted
Chelan PUD currently divert
2000 cfs from the natural rive
channel leaving the four-mil:
gorge bone dry. American
Whitewater will pursue a sched
uleofannual whitewater release:
into the gorge if the whitewater
feasibility study provesit isnavi
gable.

For more information contact
John Gangemi (406)837-3155
<jgangemi@digisys.net>.

PacifiCorp finally released
their long awaited draft license
application for three Bear River
hydropower projectsinsoutheast
Idaho: Soda, Grace and Oneida
Hydropower projects. Each of
these three projects is undergo-
ing relicensing. To refresh your
memory, American Whitewater
readerswill recall thewrite-upin
theJuly 1997 issue o thejournal
(page 14) describing the Black
Canyon of the Bear below Grace
power plant. In short, the Black
Canyon o theBear offers6.2 miles
o Class III, IV, and V rapids a
short distance from Salt Lake
City. Unfortunately, water issel-
domin thenatural river channel
due to PacifiCorp’s pipes divert-
ing water around the canyon to
their powerhouse. Inadditionto
the Black Canyon section, the
Oneida hydropower facility im-
pacts boating opportunities on
the Oneida Narrows section of
the Bear. This section is even
closer to Salt Lake City than the
Black Canyon.

Although expected, the draft
license application was a disap-
pointment. American Whitewater
has been actively pursuing an

On November 3, Montanans
took on the mining industry by
voting to ban cyanideleach min-
inginthestate. Montanaisonly
the second state to take a strong
stand against the mining indus-
try. Last year, Wisconsin voters
passed a mining moratorium bill
prohibiting new permits for sul-
fide mines.

Thecyanideleach processwas
developed for use on low grade
ore. Rock is excavated from the
earth, crushed, and sprayed with
cyanide to dissolve the minute
particles o gold. The waste is
stored in tailings ponds. These

pondsroutinely leak. Since1982,

annual schedule of whitewater
releases as a condition in the
next hydropower license. The
draft license proposes a three
year trial period of spring
whitewater releases once the li-
censeisissued. Inthefirstyear,
2001, four days of whitewater
would be provided. In the sec-
ondyear, eightdays. Inthethird
year, twelve days. Each year the
whitewater releases would be
evaluated based on impacts to
the fishery. If at any point in
time during the three year trial
period, fishery impacts are de-
tected then the whitewater re-
leaseswould be curtailed.

American Whitewater isada-
mant these studies should be
conducted prior to issuing
PacifiCorp a license. Further-
more, releases should be sched-
uled inthesummer to maximize
use when other boating oppor-
tunities are in short supply.

If you are interested in par-
ticipating in this relicense con-
tact John Gangemi (406)837-
3155, <jgangemi@digisys.net>.
American Whitewater needs
boaterstosubmitcommentsand/
or volunteersto assist with this

there have been over 50 cyanide
spillsat Montana gold mines to-
taling 135million gallonsof cya-
nide solution released into soil,
surface water and groundwater.
Thecyanidesolution isextremely
toxic.

For boaters, cyanide spills
present aserious health risk. In
addition, the cyanide solution
wipesoutaquaticfloraandfauna
along contaminated rivers thus
severely degrading thequality of
a paddling experience. Cyanide
leach mining has been proposed
for many Montana watersheds
with exceptional paddling re-
sources including the Blackfoot

American Whitewater v January / February 1999
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John Gangemi, American Whitewater Conservation Director

relicense. The new license will
permit PacifiCorp to generate
power from theriver for the next
30-50 years. Commenting on
this project is a critical step in
the relicense process.

Comments should be sent by
February 8, 1999 to:

David P. Boergers
Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, N.E.
Washington, D.C. 20426

FERC requires eight copies
plus the origina for comments
to beaccepted. Commentsmust
bereceived by FERC by February
8, 1999, 5 p.m. EST. Itisaso
recommended that commenters
file a motion to intervene. Call
or email John Gangemi for in-
structionson intervening.

Copies do the draft license
application are available at the
following address:

Michael Burke

Project Manager

PacifiCorp

825 NE Multnomah, Suite 1500
Portland, OR 97232

(503) 813-6656

Montana Voters Ban Cyanide Leach Mining

John Gangemi, American Whitewater Conservation Director

River and Clark's Fork of the
Yellowstone. Montanansshould
be congratulated for their pio-
neering effort to curb mining
pollution.

The Montana initiative,
known as1-137, passed by a nar-
row margin. The mining indus-
try quickly challenged passage of
theinitiativeincourt. American
Whitewater will keep you posted
onthislegal challenge.

For more information con-
tact Jim Jensen at the Montana
Environmental Information Cen-
ter (406)443-2520 or contact
John Gangemi (406)837-31550r
jgangemiOdigisys.net.
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American Whitewater has capped off avery successful year by securing land for public accesson two more classic
whitewater rivers! We have used donations fromour membership to ensure that the Alberton Gorge (MT) will be protected
from development, and that John's Creek (VA) will be accessible for the public. These successes build upon our work on the
Watauga (NC) earlier thisyear, and would not have been possible without the donations from our members for land acqui-

sition. Our volunteersand supportersare the best!

Alberton Gorge, MT

American Whitewater do-
nated $15,000 to the River Net-
work in November to securethe
long-term optionfor theAlberton
GorgeontheClark Fork Riverin
Montana. The property, valued
at $1.1 million, isat the heart of
agiant land transaction between
the Lolo National Forest, the
Montana Fish Wildlifeand Parks,
and the Montana Power Com-
pany. Our participation in this
project was made possible
through a gracious and timely
donationfromtheKenney Foun-
dation, aswell asassistance from
our members.

TheAlberton Gorgeisaquick
drive from Missoula, MT and has
some of the best Class III
whitewater intheregion, includ-
ing three great rodeo spots, fea
turing fast burly surfing waves

and tight eddy fences that are
made for squirting. When the
River Network's director, Phil
Wallin, called, we knew that we
needed to be involved. American
Whitewater's participation
clinched thesale of theland, and
has been instrumental in pre-
serving thisriver for the public's
enjoyment!

Contact the River Network
at PO Box 8787, Portland, OR
97207-8787 for more informa-
tion, or send an email to Ameri-
can Whitewater at

Access@amwhitewater.org
John's Creek, VA

American Whitewater has fi-
nalized the purchase of a take-
out on John's Creek in Southern
Virginia. The Coastal Canoeists
donated a third of the $10,000
cost of acquiring this land, and

American Whitewater Position Announc
Development Professonal

Are you interested In — Rivers? Outdoor
recraztian and whitewater Eczling? Helping
fo conserve and restore America's Whitewater
rivers and streams? Do You have experience
in public relations and fundraising, and a
desire to put these skills to use improving
nafural resewrees and the effectiveness of
American Whitewater? [f you have top-notch
writing and speaking skills, are able to
arficulate a paddler's vision for America's
wild rivers and would enjoy life near the
nation's capitol, there may be a job at
American Whitewater Tor you.

American Whitewater has pro-
vided therest through donations
with help from Lynn Aycock and
our southeastern members. Se-
curingthisproperty ensures pub-
lic access in perpetuity and re-
solves many o the access prob-
lems on this classic Virginian
whitewater. Lynn encouraged
American Whitewater to pur-
chase the property because d
historic access problems dating
back to the early 70’s, including
numerousstoriesabout shotgun-
toting localsand not-so-random
acts of vandalism.

John's Creek is a Class III-
IV(V) riverwithanaveragegradi-
ent of 65 feet per mile (some
portions approach 125 feet per
mile). The hardest rapid on the
river is called Bambi Meets
Godzillawheretheriver drops15
feet over 30 yards and plunges

American Whitewater 1s seekingadevel opment professional
to createand implement long-termstrategies. Responsibilities
include planning and managing fundraising activities, includ-
ing foundation and corporate grants, major donor develop-
ment, and coordination with our eventsand membership pro-

grams.

Experience in fundraising or sales; excellent written and
oral communications skills; strong organizational and man-
agement ability; computer literacy; and an ability and willing-
nessto work at American Whitewater's headquartersin Silver
Spring, MD (just outside of Washington DC and one block from
theMetro) are required. Asense of humor ismandatory and an
interest in rivers and outdoor recreation isa hig plus!

Send letter, resume, and writing sample and salary require-
ments immediately, to Development Position, American
Whitewater, 1430 Fenwick Lane, Silver Spring, MD, 20910.

American Whitewater 301-589-9453

American Whitewater v January/ February 1999

through several large holes. The
river is often compared in diffi-
culty and beauty to the Top
Y oughioghenny (MD) and por-
tions of the Watauga (NC).

There is limited parking at
theput-in, soweencourage boat-
ersto leave as many carsas pos-
sible at the take-out. The put-in
andtake-out areon Highway 311
West of Newcastle, VA (20 miles
West of Roanoke). We will post
complete directions on our
website (www.awa.org)andinthe
Journal in time for the up-com-
ing paddling season.

American Whitewater would
like to thank Lynn Aycock, Liz
Garland, Tim Spangler, David
Hawkins, RoanokeParks and Rec-
reation, the Coastal Canoeists,
and everyoneelse who madesuch
generous contributionsand vol-
unteered their timein preparing
this property for public access.
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“If Roosevelt Ficid
been photographed
in Yellowstone
with his canoe
rather than his
horse, there B8 little
doubt that
whitewalter recre-
ution would he per-
mitted in the Park
today.”
Jason Robertson,
American
Whitewater's
Access Divecior

By Jason Robertson

YeHowstone! thewodisevocived o many things. It isthe oldest National Park.
It is the first uniquely American ingtitution. It is a United Nations Heritage Site. It is a proposed
wildernessareaand homed thegrizzly, waf and peregrine. Y dlowstoneis many thingsto many people.
However, Y dlowstoneis of f-limitsto al whitewater boating.

Four years after meetingwith Y ellowstone's Superintendent, Michael V. Finley, Ameri-
can Whitewater has completed our research and finalized a proposal that recommends
opening Y ellowstone for limited whitewater recreation. After countless hourstalking to our
members, regional coordinators, and other interested parties, we have decided to recom-
mend opening the Black Canyon o the Y ellowstone aswell as portions of the Lamar,
Gardner, and Lewisriversfor whitewater recreation. Our recommendation is described in
detail on thefollowing pagesin the proposal's executive summary.

Submitting this proposal is the latest step in our effortsto lift the arbitrary ban on
whitewater recreation in 'Y ellowstone. We will be following up on our proposal with meet-
ingswith the Park at the regional and national level. We will also plan meetings with re-
source and conservation associations, and local boating clubs and affiliates.

[t isvery important to me that we communicate our interests and concerns to awide and
diverse range of the public. Many people have told usthat they are opposed to any new uses
in America's National Parks, | hope that we have assuaged some of their concerns in this
document. We are very conscious of the public opinion against commercial rafting in
Y ellowstone, and have made it very clear that we do not support the level of use that com-
mercial activitiesimply.

| would like to hear your comments. Please send email to Access@amwhitewater.org or
lettersto:

Jason Robertson, Access Director,

Y ellowstone Comments

1430 Fenwick Lane

Silver Spring, MD 20910
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Yellowstone and Yosemite
“should be kepl as a greal na-
iomal plagground. In boih,
all wild thimgs should be pro-
tected and the scenery Kept
whally immarred ™

Thendore Rooseveli (1505)

unique impacts relative to other human-powered recre- Openirg the Black Cangen
ation, 4) the ability of park personnel to manage the re- A
source on a limited basis, with the ability to open or close of the Yellowstone for
additional rivers in thefuture. g -

American Whitewater proposes that Yellowstone Na- whitewater recreation is

American Whitewater's high-

Black Canyon of the Yellowstone l.lll_;'l‘ Prfﬂrf?ﬂ
sGardner River Canyon

eLamar River

] ewis River

Yellowstone National Park wasfounded in

mje 7 L

with management policies in many of
Parks. Due to thisBan, American Whitev
well as other non-commercial whitewate

ing from the experience oi exploring Yellowstone’s rivers
and streams.
As described in our proposal:
sWhitewater recreation is consistent with other recre-
ational usesin Yellowstone,
sWhitewaler boating isconsistent with the purposes f+ F

which the park was established. " R - : E-ﬂ'
sWhitewater boating will not have unacceptableimpacts e F -:"”ﬂ”" WMIE%P‘- Yel M 3"
or the public. = "'"""'""“?f'"““f e e
sWhitewater boating is not a consumptive use of park dﬂf’- OIeY GCCess. - i
resources. = . -
SWhitewater boating will not have unacceptable impacts "
on park resources.
sEnvironmental impacts from whitewater hoating are
minimaigreiative ‘ al activities THomare
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Our goa is to establish a cooperative relationship between
whitewater boaters and the park, while safeguarding the unique
resources of Yellowstone. Thisproposal isdesignedtoallowwhitewater
boaters the opportunity o experiencing one of Americas most
outstanding natural areasinamanner consistentwith park policy on
non-motorized use and resource protection.

American Whitewater began working on this proposal following
ameetingwithY ellowstone'sSuperintendent, Michael V. Finley, and
staff in June of 1995 in which we discussed the issue of boating on
riverswithinthepark. As a result of themeeting, AmericanWhitewater
agreed to develop a proposal for opening Yellowstone's rivers to
whitewater boating inwhich wewould exploretheissue in depth and
formally present our position and recommendationson the subject.
In developing and preparing this document, we have adopted a

Presenting:

Wet Omnes! Our latest

video featuring a great
mix of paddlers, scenery,
original music, action,
angles and thelatest in big
drops and river running
freestyle. Also check out
Fallin’ Down, theoriginal
whitewater music video!
Order yours today!

Send $24.95 plus $4.00 s/h (per video) to:
FDP
PO BOX 242
Lansing, WV 25862
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deliberateand methodical pace, allowing usto conduct asignificant
and substantial fact and opinion gathering process. Asaresult of our
research intothisissue, American Whitewater proposesthat the Park
open the Black Canyon of the Yellowstone, Gardner River Canyon,
Lamar River, and Lewis River to whitewater recreation.

We have selected these four rivers segments based on several
criteria, including: recommendationsfrom our members, accessi-
bility, presence of existing facilities (suchas parking), quality of the
whitewater experience (including a diverse range of whitewater
experiences), the park's ability to manage these resources and the
unique quality o the Yellowstone experience.

Recognizing certain political and environmenta realities and
concerns, American Whitewater recommends:

eLimiting river access on aseasona basis.

sRestricting commercia operations.

Creating a system of direct and ongoing communication that
includes all affected user groups.

Collecting data on river use through the collection of permits

Conducting afive-year reassessment of whitewater recreation .
American Whitewater and Y ellowstone National Park stafferswould
conduct this reassessment after data collection is completed.

Immediate implementation of these recommendations would
permit American Whitewater and the Park an opportunity for col-
lecting data and examining the resource and social impacts of
whitewater boating within the boundaries of Y ellowstone National
Park.

Asevidenced by thevolume of commentsand responsesfrom our
members (Appendix 1), the issue of boating within Yellowstone
National Park isextremely important to our constituency. Thisissue
has generated as much response as any other single issue on which
American Whitewater has worked. It is truly an issue of national

We are Whitewater!

Liezamy the svhitewsicr
plty secrets of wop pley
booters. Twught on the

Diryway sextion of the
Deerficid Rver,

e Ford - Juby 30-31

Sonne von der Ros -Aug. 6.7
Chrs Spofus - Dcober 9-10

www toarould

infoE rearouideor. com
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concern o bosters as demon-
strated by the letters from bath
bocal and regbonal paddlers, and
from those xs far sway as Ala-
harna and California. Our mem-
bers strongly iavor access 1o the
rivers within Yellowstione Ma-
tional Fark, and the Yellowstione

The backcountry
experience as dis-
cussed in the Master

River in particular. Plan for Yellowstone
American Whitewster under- .
stands that Lhere is some opposi- National Park pro-

tion to allowing whitewater rec-
realion within Yellowstone. Ar-
gumsents against whitewater
boating are hased on concerns
fis Operieg the park Ly &My New
use, fears for the cumulative im-
pacts of muliiple recreational
wed, miwd desired for restoring
the mrkl:llbm:lsllmurahutu.
We hape that people with ihese
wiews will take Lhe bime Ui care-
fully read our Hmiled proposal
and understand our position, This
proposal was developed inan effort to minimize, if not eliminale
thiese concerns, paut them in perspective, and albow controlled use ol
Yellowstone's unigue river resources for human-powered outdoor
recrealion. As we have described in our propoesal, whitewaler recre-
ation can be managhed effectively and will not result in any environ-
mendal impacts relative to other forms of human-powered outdoor
recreation, which are permitied in Yelbeastone,

vides a “vital infro-
duction to wilderness”
and a place where the
“visitor can tesf not
oy his desire but
also his muscles.”

C

American Whrlewater supporis conserving the oulstanding re-
sources of Yellowstone Mathonal Park, We believe this proposal
demonatrates a method that allews limited, managed whitewater
Fecrealsidn whﬂthuhum]m.l.ﬂjnﬁmu concern for the resoairce, We do
nat wish bo desmage the resource or degrade the Yellowstone experi-
ene for other visibors. Infact, American Whitewater belicves that the
presenvalion i lu:.lhi:l.'nhﬂ'il!gru! Yol bivars bodie s resoarces must lake
prtredrnt-u ovier sccest. However, we also believe that our propsasal
18 consistent with these staterments and that whilewater recrealion is
A .h.:ltlplhhlt i of Yelbowstone NMatsonal Park. We beliove Uhal we
can accomplish both!

Amernican Whitevwaler recognizes the difficulty facing the park's
alall in al templing (o balance resource preservalion with a variety of
public uses. In this regard, American Whitewater believes that the
managiement of public resources should be based on objective sci-
ence and a fair standard of management. However, the current han
an river unming in Yellowstone National Park is unnecessary amd
unfairly discriminatory, Our proposal presents compelling argu-
ments and data, which illustrale that:

sWhitewater boating is an appropriate use of Yellwestone Na-
tienal Fark from a resource profection and public palicy perspective.

#Whilewater boating can be managed according to accepbed
prafocol

«Whitewater boating will noet cause significant impacts 1o
Yellvwsione's natural resouroes.

#Working with whitewater boaters, rather than banning use, can
provide benelits for Yellivwstone through the building of a strong amnd
wvocal constiheency,
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American
Whitewater’s goal isto
establish a cooperative

relationship between
whitewater boaters
and Yellowstone Na-
tional Park, while safe-
guarding Yellowstone's
unique resour ces.

American Whitewater can help Yellowstone Nafional Park statt
open select rivers, and create a fair standard of management tor
whitewater boaters in the following ways:

'Identifying outstanding and diverse whitewater resources.

*Providing up-to-date and comprehensive information on
whitewater boating.

Itewater Destination5; .
336—764—5008

Win

S r i .
o : : o s =
A 1' I)I \ | 1
-AValilabie Now!!
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*Facilitating communication between park staff and whitewater
users.

*Assisting with data gathering, management of whitewater is-
sues, andfutureopenings or closingsaf river sectionswithin the park
based on data collected with rigorous scientific study.

Thisproposal addresseswhitewater recreation from the perspec-
tive of resource protection and the equitable management of mul-
tiple recreational uses. The park completed asimilar study in 1988,
entitled, "Boating on Y ellowstone's Rivers: An Analysisand Assess-
ment" (referred to as the 1988 Assessment). However the park's
assessment is speculative in nature and fails to exercise an objective
evaluation of impacts from whitewater recreation. American
Whitewater's proposal addresses these flaws. In particular, we exam-
ine the perceived impacts from boating, and compare boating with
the approved recreational uses within Yelowstone and America's
other National Parks. Furthermore, we address the discrepancies
between Y ellowstone's ban on whitewater recreation and manage-
ment o thisactivity within other National Parks.

There have been significant advances that have occurred in
whitewater recreation since the 1988 Assessment was completed,
including improvements in safety, skills, and technology. These
advances have allowed routine whitewater exploration of rivers and
streams that the Park Service indicated were unsuitable for naviga:
tionin 1988. Today, difficult rivers, comparabletothe Black Canyon
o theYellowstone are run on asafeand consistent basis by advanced
boaters.

This proposal directly addresses the concernsfor resource pro-
tection by discussing the nine environmental parameters that were
evaluated inthe 1988 Assessment. While someriver segmentswithin
Y ellowstone may not be appropriate for whitewater boating due to

Whitewater Instruction
Manaager

n-Salem,

Zoa Outdoor, a growing out-
door center in western
Massachusetts, is seeking a
motivated, enthusiastic
whitewater professional to
manage its paddling instruction
programs. Outdoor leadership
skills, current ACA Whitewater
certification, and manageria
experience requested. Position
is full-time, 7-8 months a year.
To request an application write
or cdl before 1/31/33.

Zoar Outdoor, PO Box 245
(harlemont, MA 01339
800-532-7483
e-mail: Zoar@crocker.com
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Whitewater recreation can be managed effec-
tively and does not result in any environmental
impactsrelativeto other formsofAuman-pow-

ered outdoor recreation.

resourceconcernsandachangingenvironment, AmericanWhitewater
believesthat whitewater recreation will not have cumul ative impacts
exceeding existing non-motorized recreational activitiesinthe park.
Whitewater recreation certainly won't have the impacts associated
with motorized use of the park.

Park saff can manage whitewater recreation by working in
partnership with American Whitewater, paddlers, clubs, and other
organizations while using management tool sthat have proven effec-
tivefor other backcountry activitiesin the park. Wefeel strongly that
we can identify an equitable solution alowing whitewater boating
while protecting Park resources by guiding use through effective
management and education, rather thanthroughanarbitrary ban on
river running.

The originad ban on river recreation was inherently flawed
becauseitwasimplementedtoaddressanother concern, overfishing,
rather than river voyaging and recreation. There are better toolsfor
managing anglers without banning access on Y ellowstone's rivers.
While the restrictions were implemented based on concerns for
resource conservation, they have had the effect of limiting a low-
impact recreational use. Therefore this ban actually targets the
wrong recreational group.

Today, whitewater boaters are denied the opportunity to enjoy
more than 400 miles o rivers and streams within Yellowstone
National Park. Current park policy denieswhitewater boating dueto
anumber o reasonsthat weaddressin thefollowing pages. American

American Whitewater'smission isto conserve
and restore America’'s whitewater resourcesand
enhance opportunitiesto enjoy them safely.

Whitewater hopes that this proposal will provide updated informa-
tion on the increasing skills and abilities o whitewater boaters, a
better understanding of how whitewater use can be managed without
denying access outright, and the opening of select river and stream
segmentsto whitewater boatersin thefuture.

Providing anin-depth evaluation d sustainable, human powered,
whitewater recreation is in keeping with the philosophy of our
National Parks. It has been said that the " establishment of a park is
only the beginning; that if wedo it right, we never stop establishing
that park, because we never stop learning about it, and about our-
selves."

&

American Whitewater is a national organiza-
tion with a membership of over 7,750 individual
whitewater boating enthusiastsand more than 180
local canoe club effiliates, representing approxi-
mately 80,000 whitewater paddlers. American

Orderthe |
Complete \
Yellowstone
Proposal

The complete

Whitewater was organized in 1957 to protect and
enhance the recreational enjoyment of whitewater
sports in America. American Whitewater is dedi-
cated tosafety, education, and the preservation and
conservation of Americas free flowing rivers. This
proposal isconsistent with our missionto conserve
and restore America's whitewater resourcesand to
enhance opportunities to enjov them safely.

American Whitewater's charter contains lan-
guage with the purpose of:

*Encouraging the exploration, enjoyment, and
prese ation of Americas recreational waterways
by human-powered craft:

sProtecting the wilderness character of water-
waysthrough conservation of water. forests, parks,
wildlife, and related resources:

*Promoting appreciation for the recreational
value o wilderness cruising and of white-water
sports.

American Whitewater v January / February 1999

Y ellowstone Proposal is
available upon request. The
proposal isabout 300 pages
long and includes reprints

of articles from the Ameri-

can Whitewater Journal, ap- |
pendices regarding American
Whitewater's Safety Code and
Access Policy, as well asa glossary
and other relevant information. A
shorter, 75-page version isalso
available, which does not include
the appendices.

Unfortunately, wecannot afford
to copy and mail these documents
for free. American Whitewater
membersand non-profit organiza-
tions can order the proposal at a
discounted price. Members and
non-profit organizations can order

copies d the complete 300-page
proposal for $37 (abridged 75-page
copiesareavailablefor $15). Other
individuals and organizations can
order copies for $45 ($20 for the
abridged version). Prices include

shipping.

Call 301-589-9453toorder your
copy,or mail your requestto Ameri-
can Whitewater at 1430 Fenwick
Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20910.
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Patagonia Pays in 1999!

Patagonia, renowned for gy:iiing €d€e paddling

gear, just gave boaters one more reason [0 buy
Patagonia this year. When you buy a Patagoma

.'.'.'.,l|.1.r'-'|1llT|'- ;'-nlllu-."
through-mail order or-at
one of 1 LT Tetanl STores,
you—have theoption—of
making a donation ¥ American Whitewater.
Patagoniawill then matchyour donation uptothe
full price of the garment. Paddlesports products
qualifying for the program will be distinguished
with the American Whitewater logo.

If you had troubl egetting totheriver,

"Patagonia has long distinguished themselves in the outdoor
industry as a company with a strong commitment to conservation
beyond mere marketing ploys," said John Gangemi, Conservation
Director for American Whitewater. "In past years, Patagonia has
supported American Whitewater's Conservation Program through
comoan grants.”

Far Hak 1a, designing Ehe

Afbciican WHIlEWEEF CHallengs

Prenbroar vs mway Toem Dive v diieh $8m
bt horis e bween snort snd &
vi ronment Patagoma behevesthat
I"'.'..|'-\.!'|-I 1! |||-||| i

ar pursails, where '.l.:I L 5
important ashow and why. Now, PaIagomalsmakmgltewforthenr
patrons to rractico anvironmental advocacy, thus greatly expanding
hei r own stewardship ethic globally.

So if you need paddling gear in '99 give Patagonia astrong look.
Not only istheir gear extremely functional and of great quality, it's
also working toward protecting your rivers.

To request a catalog call Patagonia at 800-638-6464. For more
information about American Whitewater's Conservation Program
call John Gangemi 406-837-3155 or write <jgangemi@digisys.net>.

4. Obgtaclesrunning river, scouting or portaging

401 Fencear chain an land blodking aocess

42 Fence wire, a tree an river bloddng access

let us know. Usethisform to report  Beq contad
access problemsso that AW can con- Qty etc
vincelegislators and government au- Frore

403 Poded no tr

thoritieswhereand when river access email

espasingSign
404 Vehide towed, ticketed, or vanddized

isaproblem. If you havemetanirate
landowner, noticed signs forbidding

Landowner/Agency/Sheriff contact (if known)

406 Threatsor ats d vidence

Accesscode categories: Lig bdow ar drdethe catego-

Nare 5. Closures: Riversclosed that were once open
access, or were stopped by a land-  Agyes 501 Clos ly privatelandowner
owner, barbed wire fence or alocked Qly ec 502 Cloganl by govemment agency
gate, tell usabout it on thisform. If Phone 50201  Feded
several boaters are arrested or in- email g%% f‘gg
VOIVed’.On.Iy 1 form.ShOUId be f'“.ed 1. Trespass. Ticket, warningor arrest for: 5.03High water dosure
out per incident namingaboateravail- 1) Tregwsm private propety
ablefor future contact. 1.02 Tregpessan pubdic property New acoess fees

103 Crimind trespass 601 Charged ly private landowner
River State 1.04 Civil trespass 602 Charged ty govemment ageny
60201 Feded
Date of incident 2. Public Access Closure 60202 Sae

201 Deried by federd law
20101  Deried by BLM

60203 Lod

ries, multiple categoriesare ok. 2002  Deied by Forest Savice Dam controlled rivers
20103  Dened by Natl Pak Savice 7.01 Wate turned df
2@ Daid ly sate 702 Incongistent flow: too much ar too little
Brief description of incident: 203 Deried by locd authority 703 Nb notice d relesses
- 204 Denied by adminigrativeedict
Sond to Ken Randford, 475 Sierra Vista, Cabondde, CO
3. Injury from man-made obstacles 81623, 970-963-6800, X 970-963-6700.
3.01 Bated wire o fence randord@csn.net
302 Law heed cem

Access is a constant struggle. The AW Access Commitiee needs your REIQ.
American Whitewater v January / February 1999



Applicationsfor the 1999 Talluleh Releases
Acoepted Starting January 1, 1999

1998 releases for the Tallulah Gorge releases have

taken place with great enthusiasm and excitement! The town
hosted asuccessful festival during thefirst release weekend in April
1998, and will repeat the party on April 3-4,1999. Great cooperation
among Georgia State Parks, Georgia Power Company, American
Whitewater, local boating groups, and the boatersensures theagree-
ment over a 30-year period will continue in effect.

Tallulah Gorge is an advanced/expert whitewater run involving
ClassIVandV rapids. Inaddition, it hasseverely limited accessinand
out of the canyon in case of accident, and isfurther restricted dueto
thefragile nature of the gorge and the existence of severa federally

I he November, 1997, and the April and November

endangered species, including " Persistent Trillium."

If you are unsure of your whitewater skill, do not attempt the
Gorge. Boating accidentsare always unwelcome, but are even more
unwelcome during such limited releases. Besides hurtingyourself,
you may jeopardize future whitewater releases in this incredibly
beautiful canyon.

Tallulah Gorge State Park isadministered by the Georgia Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR). Accessis limited to 120 boaters
per day, ingroupsd nomorethanthree. Thepermitsystem hasbeen
changed dlightly to better serve the needs of the boaters. Please
follow dl instructions exactly when making your application. Call
American Whitewater at 301-589-9453 for further information.

PLEASE READ AND FOLLOW ALL OF THE INSTRUCTIONS.

FAILURE TO COMPLY MAY RESULT IN DISQUALIFICATION OF THE APPLICANT'S PERMIT REQUEST.

1 Only persons paddling qualified
whitewater craftwill be permitted to paddie
Tallulah Gorge. Qualified whitewater craft
are defined as follows: Kayaks (one or two
person); whitewater canoes or open hard
boats; decked canoes, including C-1s and C-
2s, and qualified inflatables. Per Georgia
Parks, qualified inflatables (one or two per-
son only) mean inflatable craft owned (not
rented or borrowed) by the applicant or a
boater on that permit. Determination of
eligibility will be made by American
Whitewater's representatives, according to
established DNR guidelines.

2 Permits allow access for both days
of the releaseweekend. Each permit holder,
or oned twoalternateslisted ontheapplica-
tion, must check in by 12:00 noon on Satur-
day, or the permitwill bereleased tothose on
thewaitinglist. Change: if the permit holder
does not check in by noon on Saturday, the
permit is cancelled for both Saturday and
Sunday. Change: a permit allows a maxi-
mum of three people paddiing qualified
whitewater craft.

3 Anapplicant m ly for apermit
for each of tﬁggchedulegyrglogage Weelriends.
The dates for 1999 are April 3-4, April 10-11,
and November 6-7, November 13-14, and
November 20-21. A separate request must be
submitted for each scheduled release week-
end.

4 Requests may be submitted after
January 1, 1999 for the 1999 season. The
drawing for April, 1999 permits will be held
on Monday, February 1, 1999. The drawing
for November, 1999 permits will be held on
Wednesday, September 1, 1999. Mail your
requestsat least ten days before the drawing.

5 Permit holderswill be notified o a
successful draw by mail from Tallulah Gorge
State Park. You are encouraged to confirm
that the scheduled rel ease has not been post-
poned or cancelled due to adverse or emer-
gency conditions. Call 1-888-GPC-LAKE to
note whether a postponement or cancella-

tion message has been added totherecord-
ing.

6 Camping for boatersisavailable
at thestate park campground. Thecharge
is $3.00 per person per night, including
showers, instead of the regular $12. Call
the Park at 1-706-754-7970 and identify
yourself as a boater to obtain the special
rate; you will be directed to the special
boater camping area. Boaters arriving in
RV’s or motorhomes will be required to
pay the regular overnight fee of $12 per
night; call ahead for reservations.

7 The Boater Parking Areaisnot a
campground. Theareawill be blocked off
at night and overnight parking will not be
permitted. Dispose of trash properly. Be
discreet about your choice of beverage.

8 Each group and boater must
check inby noon on each day of therelease
at the Boater Registration Table. This
table is also used for sharing reminders,
rules, lost and found articles, and so on.

9 Walk-ons:  The rules dlow 20
walk-onseach day of therelease. Addition-
aly, boaters can get on the wait list for
cancelled permits. Names for the walk-
onsandthewait list will bedoneby lottery
each day. Names will be taken between
8:00 and 9:00 am, at the Boater Registra-
tion Table. At 9am. alottery will deter-
minetheorder for the20walk-onslotsand
for the wait listorder. Wait list boaterswill
then be assigned permits as they become
available. Thismeansthatall 120slotscan
befilled each day.

10  Boatersarereminded that much
d Tallulah Gorge State Park is extremely
rugged and potentialy hazardous. It is
also an environmentally sensitivearea. To
protect the visitor from the gorge, and
more importantly, thegorgefrom the visi-
tor, al regulations and laws are strictly
enforced. Remember that polite, respon-
sibleand safe behavior is expected.

PERMIT

INSTRUCTIONS

| All permit requests must be mailed in z
legal-size envelope.

IT Theoutsideof theenvelopemust contain
the following:

A The applicant's name and return address
in the upper left corner.

B The date of the permit requested and the
number of peoplein the group, including
yourself (maximumdf three), inthelower
right corner.

C Adequate U.S. Postage for First ClassMall
(reminder: the ratesgo up in January 10,
1999).

D Thecorrect address: Tallulah Gorge State
Park Boating Permits, P.O. Box 248,
Tallulah Falls, GA 30573.

ITI The envelope must contain:

A Alegal size return envelope bearing the
applicant's name and return address, and
adequate U.S. postage for first class mail.

B A3 x5 inch index card containing the
following information:

i theapplicant's name, address, and day
time phone number;

ii the nameand daytime phone number
o another member on the permit.

iii the date of the scheduled weekend
release being requested; and

iv thenumber of peopleintheapplicant's
group (not to exceed three, including
the applicant).

IV A person may apply for one permit for
each weekend, but eachrequest must be
made separ ately.

American Whitewater v January/ February 1999



By Jayne H. Abbot, Events Manager

're heading into winter here in the Southeastern U.S.
and still norainisinsight. It's been adry summer, dry
fall and isturning into what is predicted to be a dry win-

ter. It's not looking good for us southern boaters and those who
plan to travel to thisarealooking for afill of winter creek paddling.
Hopefully those predictors of weather are wrong as they usually are
and our winter paddling will come on full force soon. We need to be
in shape for the 1999 river festival and competition season that is

sureto beincredible.

In thisissueisthe 1999 event schedule full of al your favoriteslike the Gauley, Moose,
Deerfield, National Paddling Film Festival and Russell Fork. Two additions include
Stoney Creek Rendezvous and the resurrection of the Sacandaga Festival after ayear's

hiatus.

stronger than ever. The Oregon Cup

organizers are slipping into an even
higher gear thisyear by running five compe-
titions over nine days including three sepa-
rate rodeos, adownriver raceand asurf off on
the Oregon coast. Providingwater levelsare
low enough, the much publicized Sunset
FallsRodeowill beback again. You'l noteon
the schedul e that some events have changed
dates moving from fal to spring (Coosa
Whitewater Rodeo), moving fromfall tosum-
mer (OcoeeRodeo - tentatively movingfrom
October to July), or moving a few weekends
later (Outer Banks Rodeo moving 3 week-
ends ahead to early October). New events
may still be added to the schedule and other
changes may still take placeso keep your eye
on the freestyle pulse here in the American
Whitewater journal.

The NOWR circuit is shaping up to be

L 5 O - i 3 oo ==
kayak-aswell as a great play river for those just looking to have fun. Stoney Creek is
currently runnable on natural flowsonly during highwater andlocal boatersarelooking

to create new opportunitiesto boat the river during times of low water by pressing the

SHRED

damfor recreational releases. Jumping on an opportunity to crank up the pressure for

releases, thelocal Bent Creek Canoe Clubisjoining with American Whitewater tojointly
present ahigher profile event aimed at showing dam ownersand the town the economi
and good will impact o recreational flows. The festival issure to be a good time with

vendors, food, band, campingand arace. Check it outand help createahaven o boating

recreation.

Fresh from successful negotiations for releases on the Sacandaga River in New York:
State returns the Sacandaga Festival. The 1999 festival will focus on fun, family river

activities such as raft and canoe races.

The Freestyle Rodeo Scene

A new committee, the US Freestyle Kayak
Committee (USFKC), was formed this past
summer by interested freestyle athletes to
provide suggestions to NOWR on next year's
circuit, judging rulesand the point series. In
addition, the committee is coordinating the
US Freestyle Team Trials locations and set-
tinguptherulesfor choosingthe USFreestyle
Team that will attend the World Champion-
ships next December in New Zealand. Sofar,
the committee has been great at coordinat-
ing and communicating with NOWR. One
change that has been suggested for rodeo is

BETTER!

The Kayakers Playbook!
This pocket personal trainer
teaches drills that improve
whitewater kayaking skills.
Simple explanations of dozens
of exercises make learning
easy. Includes waterproof crib
sheet. By Kent Ford, with Phil &
Mary DeRiemer. 64 pag-—.
‘Excellent! Practiced diligently, these drills will
| elevate anybodys skills dramatically... could
eliminate 10 years of trial and error learning:
Brian Brown, former US team member

and coach.

to rename the sport to freestvle since rodeo
seems to confuse those people who can't
image how you could get a horse into a
kayak. WEell be trying this new name out
during the next year and would welcome
your feedback. The next journal issue will
contain details on the 1999 NOWR Point
Seriesand judging rulesas well asinforma-
tion on how the US team will be chosen. It
will beabusy summer for freestyle kayakers
asthey preparefor whatislooking to besome
tough World freestyle competition.

B ——————————————

' Solo Playboating... The
Workbook explains dozens of
exercises that show how to [ £
improve your paddling These

drills will help you avoid bad habits ‘l .'
that anse from Improper practice,
so you can eliminate years of
learning by trial and error Improve
your control and confidence, get
longer surfs, and have more fun on the river,
guaranteed! Best when used with one or both
companion videos 64 pages ‘Whatan
advantage you provide the new paddlerby
providing so much quality information in
enjoyable formats! 'John Seals

Available from your favorite retailer, or
Performance Video & Instruction, inc.
550 Riverbend, Durango, CO 81301
1-888-259-5805
www.performancevideo.com

American Whitewater v January/ February 1999




[ i | b
[ N N R N R R R R R R R RN

HBWH m) Point Series Winners

Nathan McDade, 1* Place Juniot K-1, age 17.
Iy sddhiien bo winndng the paint senes, Mathan, a Nashvlle
TH resident, was voted the 1998 Team Adventure Paddier of the
" Year by AdventureQuest of Vermont. Nathan's rodeo skillshave
quickly improved during his three years of paddling under the
guidance d Adventure Quest'strainer Shane Benedict. Nathan
spent last winter in Adventure Quest's schooling/training pro-
mmdram in New Zealand and is looking forward to heading to
Ecusdor s winter lor more Soufhern Hermzsphere paddling
Mathan paddies for [agger

Brooke Winger, 1¢ Place Women's K-1, age 21

Brooke hasbeen paddling sincetheageot 13 and getsher strong
paddling rootsfromslalom racing, where she competed asajunior
onanational level. Her rodeo goal istoplaceinthetopthreeatthe
World Freestyle Championshipin New Zealand next year. Shethen
plans to complete her Biology degree at California State Univer-
sity. Prior totakingtherodeo circuit by storm, Brooke hasshowed
jumping horses and still enjoys riding in addition to skiing,
climbing, running and anything that puts her in the outdoors.
Wave Sport, California Canoe and Kayak, Lightning Paddles,
Manastash, Grateful Heads and Aloe Up sponsor Brooke.

ThisisEric's second year inarow of winning the point series.
Erichasbeen paddling for 13yearsand has competed nationally
and internationally in both slalom and freestyle rodeo. Eric
currently makes his home in Albuguerque, NM. When not
paddling, Eric enjoys climbing and snowboarding. Eric gives
special thanks to his Grandma and parents for their support.
Ericis sponsored by Wave Sport, Nettel, Smiley's Nose Plugs
(premier sponsors), Lightening Paddles, Bula, Orosi, Surf the
Earth (major sponsors), FiveTen, Lotus, Freestyle Watchesand
Cliff Bar (contributing sponsors).

Eric Jackson, 1" Place C-1, age 34

Eric, or LJ as heis better known in the paddling world, isan
icon for the sport o kayaking. A US Canoe and Kayak Team
member since 1989 and veteran Olympic slalom paddler, EJand
his family spent the 1998 season cris crossing North American
RV-gtyleashedivided histraining and competition time between
slalom and rodeo. His goals are to compete in the 2000 Sydney
Olympics and win the 1999 World Freestyle Championship in
New Zealand next December. EJ is sponsored by Wave Sport,
SwissArmy, Werner Paddlers, Wilderness Tours of Canada, Orosi
and Lotus Designs.
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Congratulationstoall of the participantsin the 1998 NOWR Point Series Championship. | Place ... K-1 Women................... Points
The following are placements for al the competitors who registered for the point series. '
Individual placements at events and points earned from each event can be obtained by

contacting the Events Office at JHAbbot@aol.com or by calling 828-645-5299.

Place ... Junior Points
T Nathan McDade ................... . 4. Dan Brabec .....ocoevveveeccurenene
2 Charlie Beavers ........ccccueeneee. . 15 Brad Sutton .......c.eeeervereenens
3 Brad Ludden .......cocovceeneneeees ) 16 . Luke HopKins .....cccevevviurnnns
4. Andrew Holcombe . i — Bo Walace..............
5 s Ryan Felt ... ) 18 Taylor Robertson....
6. Ben Coleman.......... . 19........ Ed LUCEIO euveeererecrercerenacaee
- Dave Zinn .....evveveererennenennnne . 20 ... Chip Hogan ......ccceeeveeureenee
21 Dunbar Hardy ....ccc.ceeeeeceeenene.
Place i K-1 M wecvecreccsenivissnasens i 22 ... Evan MoUNSEY ......ocecveeeerennene
T Eric Southwick ...... 23 ... PTWO00 ......ccorvemvnrrerenrrenes
2 e Dan Gavere ............ . 24 ......... Macy Burnham .......cccceevverenen.
3 e Jimmy Blakeney .......coeeenee 487.9 25........ SethWarren ......cccceceevecccnnees
4 Jason BatesS ......eververnrerereens 438.7 26 ... Raymond Cotton ....
5 e Shane Benedict ..........o........ 4314 27 . Tom McKee ............
6 e Eric Jackson .......ccceeecurenenne 363.1 28......... Dan Glauser ............ Place... C-1
T s Sam Drevo ..eeeeeeececnenrereenene 335.4 29 ... David Edelberry ...... T Eric Jackson ......oceeceeceneenenne
< J— RUStY Sag€ ....vrvevrverererrernns 3289 | e Patrick Jungles....... 2 e Allen Braswell...............
(S I Billy Craig....coceeeeueremerceciennas 2874 | . Michael Harvey....... 3 e Shane Benedict
10........ BJ JOhNSON .....ceeeceeciecinacs 2479 | i Daisuke Aiba........... v 0. 4 Luke Hopkins ......cc.......
M. David Persolja.....ccoerercecnen 2102 | e Ricky Rodriguez ........c.cceeeuene. I 5 s Ellis Smith...ccceverireene
12 Craig Heflin ccovoeceveceennnee, 192.0 (I Harry Field ..oooeeenvnneeene
13 ChrisEmerick ......eovverveeee 185.0 T e Norwood Scott

' ] For catal leteline of Whitewater & Flatwater boats, call:
SAVE 2500 o ekt e e a0
Canoes WWW.MOHAWKCANOES.COM _ats andlot of o

Why Buy Factory Direct? For expert advice call: 407 834 3233 (M-F 8:30am - 5pm) 407 834 292 FAX

FASTER SERVICE: Most orders shigped in 1-2 days. 963 CR 427N  Longwood FI 32750
INFORMATION: - Talk directly to the people who desi gn and buid the canoes. PROBE 14... Mohawk's hot tandemlsolo playboat has all of the hot performance features
SELECTION: - Greater selection of colors, models and seating options. of the Probe 12 in a larger boat. A great hoat for those tandem paddlers looking for extra
SAVINGS:  Substantial savings. . , performance. The Probe 14 can be factory outfitted in a three position, two position or a
DESIGN:  The very latest in terms of construction and tesi g1 solo configuration. An excellent choice for larger paddlers or those who prefer a longer
Thousands sold factorv direct to satisfied paddlers boat.  As a solo boat, it's so quick and easy to spin you think youe in amuch shorter

World Leader in Short Whitewater Playboats boat. length 142" beam @gunwale30-1/2” rocker 6

Designer & Builder of Whitewater Canoes Since 1971 RODEO...A new shorter playhoat for rodeos and steep creeks. Never have enders been so

TOMODELS o 7LENGTHS e MORE CHOICES easy. Spinin the hole - Surf on the wave - Grab a smaller eddy.

PROBES 11,12,12Ik: Viper-like performance, yet extremely user friendly | |XL13...Dry, stable, user-friendly. A Mohawk classic. Good for beginners and large
Dry, agile and quick to accelerate. Spins on a dime and slips into the | {paddlers. Itis still a favorite of many paddiers. rocker 3~

smallesteddys. Yet they easily hold a ferry angle and track surprisingly well, . . . .
Due to the extreme flare of the sides, the Probes have an amazing amount of XLT5..A tandem whitewater boat and favorite of outfitters, schools and anyone during
final stability. A choice of three lengths to fit your weight andjor padding | | triPping or play on whitewater rivers. (2 or 3 position). rocker 3"

'SFE”L The Fa%dletrs who own these Iboats rave about their performance. | | SHAMANA sophisticated ww playboat designed by Harold Deal. For the complete
ese are playboats you may never outgrow. t Il, fi b page.
Wood Gunwales Available.  rocker #727& 5~ $646.25 SO0, Gal T or see T eb page

) WHITEWATER OUTFITTING
& PROBE 14: fOur hot tankdemlsolo boat. ad Whitewater playboats are available fully outfitted and readv to paddle. This outfittino
VIPER 11 & 12: Choice of steep creekers &many expert paddiers. includes: Mohawk's foam saddle, thigh wedges, knee pads; thigh retainer, yakima fod

Viper 11: 1stplacein 1996 Ocoee Rodeo. BillyDavis - Paddler
RODEO 10'6™:  Took four out of the top 6 placesin 1995 world rodeo.
XL SERIES: Dry, stable and very user friendly.

braces, air bags & quick disconnect lacing kit. $235 Solo  $350 Tandem $395 3-pos

= T T I T T PSS | oo
MOHAWK'S SADDLE with THIGH RETAINER T T T O ST T T B
The Mohawk saddle with our thigh retainer is the most innovative and e | o | W | W | Rk ees | wn aw
advanced outfitting systems available. \We have sold many hundreds of our o 1 ) L 11 1 LR
thigh retainers to paddlers of all skill levels and the vast majority of them say'| | S8t e | oo LT Tl T T T | TTF;
itis the best and most comfortable outfitting they have ever used. e LT | W | Wy | wim | mvan | e | owmm
N | [T e | MWL WA | ean
i Feas i e ; - e
ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE @ DISCOUNTED PRICES. Jackets, resce e € A {1 o |
i vl [ L i - 1eia :.

'OEes, canoe carriers, back rests, motor mounts & much more. _;T-—:—_é- £ ! '.'.,: | :'— | :l:j--'l -1
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1999 SCHEDULE OF RIVER EVENTS

Come join American Whitewater in 1999 as we celebrate whitewater rivers across country through our world famous
festivals, races and rodeos. Hope to see you there!

AMERICAN WHITEWATER EVENTS
National Paddling Film Festival — East  February 26-27

Stoney Creek Rendezvous
Sacandaga Festival
Black River Festival

Deerfield Festival

April 10-11
July 17
July 24-25
July 81

"Don't call thisa Festival River Rendezvous'September 4-6

Gauley Festival
Russell Fork Rendezvous
Moose River Festival

September 25
October 1-3
October 16

AMERICAN WHITEWATER CASCADE SERIES
a series of American Whitewater premier level races from mild(er) to wilder held across the country

Canyon Creek Race
Potomac Great Falls Race
Black River Race

Upper Yough Race

Lore Lanyon Downriver Kace
Russell Fork Race
Gauley River Race
Moose River Race

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WHITEWATER RODEOS (NOWR) CIRCUIT

Kern River Festival
Gillman Falls Rodeo
New River Rodeo
Merced River Rodeo
Oregon Cup (May 1-9)
Maupin Daze
Oregon Surf Off
Canyon Creek Downriver Race
Sunset Falls or The Wheel Rodeo
Rob's Hole Rodeo
Coosa River Whitewater Festival
Bigfork Whitewater Festival
Jackson Hole Rodeo
Kananaskis Whitewater Rodeo
Potomac Whitewater Festival
Headwater Championship/FIBARK

Animas River Days

Skyfest

Ocoee Rodeo (tentative date)
Gorge Games - WW Rodeo

Lexington, KY
Johnstown, PA
Hadley, NY
Watertown, NY
Charlemont, MA

Belfort, NY/Beaver River

Summersville, WV
Haysi, VA
Old Forge, NY

May 6 ClarksCountry, WA
Mav 30-31 Great Falls, VA

July 24 Watertown, NY
August 26 Friendsville, MD
AUgust21-22  Kremmimg, CO
October 2 Haysi, VA

October 4 Summersville, WV
October 16 Old Forge, NY

April 16-18 Kernville, CA

April 17-18 Old Town, ME
April 24-25 McCoy, VA

April 24-25 Mariposa, CA

May 1-2 Maupin, OR

Moy 4 vuregon Sk

May 6 Clackamus County, OR
May 7 Clackamus County, OR
May 8-9 Clarks County, WA
May 14-16 Wetumpka, AL

May 22-23 Bigfork, MT

May 29-30 Jackson Hole, WY
May 29-30 Calgary, AB

June 5-6 Great Falls, VA
June 17-20 Salida, CO

June 18-20 Prince George, BC
June 25-27 Durango, CO

June 26-27 Index, WA

July 9-11 Ducktown, TN

July 10-11 Hood River, OR

American Whitewater

Barry Grimes ~ 606-623-9067
Steve Podratsky 814-266-9744
John Duncan 518-696-5710
Chris Kall 315-652-8397
Mike Coleman  781-646-2012
ChrisKaoll 315-652-8397

PhyllisHorowitz 914-586-2355
Brent Austin 606-278-2011
ChrisKall 315-652-8397

Andrew Wulfers 503-285-0464
Ricky Rodriguez 703-742-8742
Chris Koll 315-652-8397
JessWhittemore 301-746-5389
9709233955
Brent Austin 606-278-2011
Donnie Hudspeth 800-950-2585

Chris Koll 315-652-8397
Linda Ivins 805-871-6790
John Miligan 207-827-5872

Roanoke Co. Pks/Rec 540-387-6091

Susan Scheufele 408-459-7978

Dave Slover 541-395-2201
Wave Stover 5%1-395-2201
Dave Slover 541-395-2201

Andrew Wulfers 503-285-0464
Lonnie Carden  334-272-0952
Derek Thompson 406-862-4926

Aaron Pruzan 307-733-2471
Mark Taylor 800-656-8288
R1¢K Rodriguez =USTlsSids
P.T. Wood 719-539-3174
Rick Brine 250-964-7400
Nancy Wiley 970-259-3893
Randoiph Pierce 206-789-0444
Jayne Abbot 828-645-5299

John Trujillo (TREE) 541-386-4286

Continued... =
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1999 SCHEDULE OF RIVER EVENTS continued...

Derby Creek Rodeo July 24 Burns, CO Chris Emerick  970-736-0080
Kootenay Whitewater Festival July 30-Aug 1 Castlegar, RC Gerry Harrmon  250-362-7259
Wausau Whitewater Rodeo August 28-29 Wausau, WI Julie Walraven ~ TT5-845-5664
Ottawa River Rodeo September 4-6 Bryson, QB Paul Sevcik 415-222-2223
American River Festival September 11-12 Placewille, CA Larry Goral 530-621-1224
Outer Banks Surf/Kayak Rodeo October 1-3 Nags Head, NC Pam Malec 252-441-6800
OTHER EVENTS
Tallulah Festival April 3 Tallulah, GA Mary Beth Bundrick 706-754-4318
High Country Triple Crown

Watauga Gorge Race and Rodeo (exp/pro) April 10-11 Watauga County, NC

Nolichucky Rodeo (adv/exp) April 17-18 Erwin, TN Contacts: Spencer Cooke ~ 828-297-1257
Clem Newhold ~ 828-295-4441
South Y uba Pedal -Paddle April 24-25 California Dave Good 916-265-9653
Cheat River Festival and Race April 30-May 2 Albright, WV DaveBassage  304-379-3141
Golden Rodeo (tentative NOWR event) June 5-6 Golden, CO Chuck Cremer ~ 303-277-0133
Boulder Rodeo (tentative NOWR event) June 12-13 Boulder, CO Kevin Sloan 970-748-9605
East Coast Team Trials  (date, contact, etc. still to be determined) Rock Island, TN 7? 7
West Coast Team Trials (date, place, contact, etc. to be determined) ?7? 7

World Freestyle Championship Dec. 1-5 Rotorua, New Zealand Andi Uhl NZFKC@clear.net.nz

Phone: (717) 957-2413
Web Site: http://www.pipeline.com/-bmo Its what we do
fitte ndwedo it well.
_ L L] L
£ ,:,1'1'-"’" o For 16 vears
',,' mw oy kayakers of all
- -3,;' ¥ skill levels have
ﬁ J:;.l"? - enjoyed our teach-

== Ing and guiding.

Come along and
A experience the fun

Bansdoe + 1diua
—Salamander « MTT
Rapidstyle s L otus

Mbichall » ML Sust ' ot of your adventure.
Kokatat + Gorilla — - Phil & Mary
.-
. ecuador

Werner « Stohlquist

GREAT FOXTS TO G0 WITH YOUR STUFF

itor makeit!

Look for usin the Historic Marysville
Train Station overlooking the Susquehanna
River.Call for hoursand directions.

Check $ Out!
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C T e L TP - 800.585.2925
Wascaparts = Prijomn Wildrrmee Svsbems L 3 ; smworldadvQaol.com
Siem Wase Hell = Lincnlm . — o=
Paggcr d Town honduras
- ) 7] rios @hondurashn.com
!
Ixcellent selection of Accessoriese otter bar
Outfitting Supplies.. .custom, or do-it-yourself: rogue river
If we don't haveit (which isunlikely), well get middle fork

of the salmon

daily instruction
530.295.0830

philmary @ compuserve.com
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By Dan Halsey

"It looks like there's a good recovery pool,” Jeff said aswe scouted
Casserly's Cascade. We were standing on the slanting boulderson
river left, looking at the pool below the falls. Casserly's isthefirst
drop on the Big Quilcene River and it's a real attention getter. After a
mileor two of class 2 water you are confronted with a thundering,
steaming horizon line. The banks shoot upward, blocking any sun,
and the temperature drops noticeably. It isdownright eerie.

Thiswas Jeff sfirst time on the Big Quilcene. | thought back to my first run,
when we dll stood staring at this 16-foot double ledge falls. At that time no one we
knew had run thefalls. We wondered what the boil would do to a probe. | still
have m picture of two boaters looking at Casserly’s, their faces serious and pale.
That day most o us portaged 23 feet down the scree dliff with a rope. The ques-
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Above: Jeff Sumrs

nailing The fine & Cheese Whiz.
Photo by Don Halsey
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tion of what lay in storefor us
downriver weighed heavily on our
minds. Then, Justin Casserly, having
stayed above to lower boaters and
equipment, hopped in his boat and
sailed over the falls, popping up just
finein the outwash below. Suddenly,
our smiles returned and we were ready
to face therest of theriver.

Justin drowned in 1997 paddling a
river in Mexico. Hisfriends decided to
name this drop Casserly's Cascade in
honor of hisfirst descent of thefdls. It
isarugged and beautiful spot. More
than once | have seen a rainbow span
the pool when looking back upstream.

But Jeff and | weren't seeing any
rainbows yet. | was the "guide" for our
twosome. We had weighed the risk of
paddling as a twosome and decided the
oddswere not too bad. Here in Wash-
ington we often talk of SAD, or sea-
sonal affective disorder. Thisis depres-
sion brought on by our long, cloudy
winters... i.e. light deprivation. But |
believe thereisanother behavioral
anomaly, S.I.C., or Sun Induced Crazi-

J-

ness. Perhaps Jeff and | were just vic-
timsd S.I.C. Earlier, aswe stood on
the sun drenched banks viewing the
gentle stream flow, it washard to
imagine anything going wrong on
such anice day. | had donethe run re-
cently; now it was running at a lower
level, making the drops easier. And I'd
paddled with J&ff before and he had
looked confident and able. Besides, the
sun was out.

So. There wewere, at the brink of
Casserly's.

"Yeah. thereis apool." | said.
eyeing the lop blocked drop st 30
uards downstream. “Rut ifyou're
slwimming and start o drift down-
stream abandon all equipment and
head for river right for all qou're
worth."

Below: Jeff Somers at Island Drop on Big Quikene.
Photo by Don Halsey

"I've swam this one at a higher
level and asfar as | know I'm the only
oneto do so. But I'm happy to report
that you CAN swim out after one re-
cycle" | continued.

With Jeff watching from shore |
lined up to head over the drop. | re-
cited the route in my mind, "Head for
the mid-river peak and do a delayed
boof off the mid ledge hump. Stay left.
Stay left." Recently I'd been frequently
hitting the right wall, which was
slightly undercut. I'd been able to flail
out past the recirculating cave on river
right, but it wasn't pretty boating. |
was becoming al too familiar with the
right wall. | knew various hand holds
and spots to push off. But that day | hit
the boil, got a chilling face full and a
visual flash of my bow against sky,
then settled in the pool; thistime on
the left. Whew! Made it.

Now it was Jeff's turn. | pulled out
my camera after scooting mysdf onto
shallow rock so | could reach Jeff if
needed. | noticed the sun shining
above the lip of Casserly's as | waited
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Above: Jeff Somers mid-flight in Casserly's Cascade
Photo by Don Halsey

for Jeff g appear. K was a paayiimal
day. | was feeling good and confident,
even cocky.

Jiff lined up perfectly and hit the
midway hump looking good. Snap! |
got a picture. Then | watched with dis-
may as he bow-dived, stalled in the
boil, and stood on histail back into the
curtain. Things were suddenly getting
tense. There were only two o usand
onewasin trouble.

Tachlinp te Big 0

Jeff hung in there along time do-
ing some serious bracing and amazing
semi-controlled rodeo moveswhile |
scrambled back toward the boil line.
But man does not live by bread alone;
he needs oxygen. So after avaliant ef-
fort, JEf bailed out, but hung onto his
boat. He started recirculating along
the right wall | knew sowell. | grabbed
his paddle and threw it into an eddy. |
managed to grab one of those hand
holds along thewall I'd come to know
sowell and bow rescued Jeff before he
recycled for thefourth time. | |eft J&f
hanging onto his boat on shore and
sprinted over to retrieve his paddle
again, beforeit flushed into the log in-
fested mess downriver. | wasvery busy.
Too busy.

Thankfully we hadn't lost any
equipment. Now a little voice was
scolding me; something about three
boater minimums. Jf tried to apolo-
gize but | praised his efforts and
pointed out that things could have
been alot worse. | pointed out that he
had saved me from the infamy o being
the only swimmer o this drop. Our
Sun Induced Craziness was now damp-
ened a bit.

Paddling Casserly's successfully isa
real boost. After nailing this big ledge
the drops below are really a hoot.
Swimming Casserly's has an opposite
effect. You are now at the start of 3
miles of class Swater and are wet and
tired. Not optimal. | knew I'd better
get serious about trying to get Jeff
through the rest o the trip smoothly.

The next rapids went well. Wed
scout from shore, then I'd run first.
Jeff watched the line from shorewith a
throw bag in hand. Then I'd shore spot
Jeff. We leapfrogged down the river
this way; it wasslow going and extra
work, but it wasthe safest option. We
had a minor mishap above alogjam,
but | was Johnny on the spot. | had
crawled out on thelogsand wasthere
to grab Jeff and hold him so he could
work free of an old growth sieve. | was
feeling very pleased with my guiding
abilities. The sun continued to shine,
restoring our sense of euphoria.

The next drop had wood iniit, a
narrow slot, so we had been portaging
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worth of Riot bucks
competing in rodeos!

$300 - 1stplace $200 - 2nd place  $100 - 3rd place

Enter any NOWR or RIOT sponsored rodeo in North America, place in the
top three spots, and we'll give you Riot Bucks that are redeemable on any
Riot product, direct from the factory.

Contngiecy wil ba pied o WARRANTY RECISTERED cwners of @ Rl kavak ondy. Mo soormored paddan am s jite chising
pro- o pachases ) Al conbngency cerfcalss aamed mull be edeemed by DecemBer 3181, 10800 Cortrigancy will Ba pasd om a
paddbers basd bnish in one class ooy i evenl. Thars will ba no mulliods chaas pay-tnith @l the peme @ent o0 [he same pacebed
Drrigerial Rl 1090 el grapfecs must b on the Kipsi i B elgites for comrgancy Thees munl be o messmen of T ailaen per
chass o guadly for contngancy. Fiol W iy Darthegeancy ondy upon cordomaton from e eviee o gacsrer thad the paddier compedsd
18 Flagt gk, ofcal sty ane suppbed, and Robs verfcaion of the boat ceneshg. Program deinds sutsect ta chisrege

wab www nolkayaks. com el 5149310366 faoc 514.931 4421
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Above: Mike Lawson under the log roof in the steep
section. Photo by Ray Schroeder

it. | wanted to clear the wood. Jeff and

| spent alot of time horsing around
with rope and wedge till we thought it
was clear. | decided to try and run it. |
hit the boil and plowed right into a
submerged part o thetree, stalled, and
did aslow motion backender. | rolled
up after flailing against and around the
limbs of thislog that was still obvi-
ously blocking the route, though now
lessvisible. It was Dan's turn for a
spanking. What was | thinking?An-
other example of Sun Induced Craze, |
guess. | had emerged with a mild
bloody nose and a scratched lip. | was
humbled, but | could still feed my
lungs and paddle. Lifewas good. And
the sun wasstill out.

We proceeded on. Jff nailed
Cheese Whiz, asweet 12 foot boof ina
very pretty part of the river. This
drop's name was inspired by a boater
from Wisconsin nicknamed Cheese. |
was told he gjected mid drop after pin-
ning, just before his boat folded horri-
bly. Brrrr. Cheese Whiz. Now we all

aim alittle more |eft.

Things continued to go well aswe
negotiated the steepest part of the
river. Three back to back drops here
plummet 50 feet in 30 yards. Thereisa
v-shaped folding 14 foot fallswith a
river |eft undercut wall, a boulder gar-
den (6feet here) ending with alimbo
move under wood at the lip of a12 foot
slide, and a narrow squeeze under an
amazing log roof and through several
narrow chutestotaling 18 feet. After
we both portaged thefirst drop, |
paddled on while Jff portaged river
left. He wisely ignored my advice that
he could probably handle it. Jf fin-
ished by running a narrow chute just
above atricky rock wall that has bested
some good paddlers.

| had planned to recover alost
paddle in the drop below. The Big
Quilcene had been eating one friend's
paddles thisyear. (For details, ask
Ray.) Weld all decided Ray was suffer-
ing a"paddle jinx." | noticed his jinx
disappeared as soon as Ray got his own
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spare (and stopped borrowing and los-
ing others). When | scouted the drop |
couldn't believe my eyes. The paddle
we'd lost aweek ago wassitting in a
river right eddy, just waiting for us!

Below the steep section, theriver is
mellow for atime, then offersanother
series o ledges. These are less precipi-
tous and in a more negotiable canyon,
but they arestill challenging. We
reached a boulder garden that begins
with another low hanging old growth
log (yessir, thisis indeed Washington).
The river flowsjust under the log, but
thereisa2foot slot to theright that is
open. | waved to a fisherman on shore
and mimed paddling through. He
smiled and nodded yes, then pulled his
linein. | tried for the dlot, blew the
line and had to do a desperation brace
to duck under the log.

"That wasamazing," the fisherman
said, laughing. “T waswondering what
you were going to do when you headed
for that log!" Hewasv ey impressed. |
didn't want to disillusion him by ad-
mitting I'd had the same misgivings.
Now Jeff showed his stuff and nailed
theline easily, sailing past the tree and
into a perfect eddy turn. We soon gath-
ered a crowd o fishermen. We pro-
ceeded to provide additional entertain-
ment by broaching, then flailing our
way through the next narrow slot. We
waved good-bye as we headed down-
stream.

The Big Quilceneis just one ex-
ample o the rugged rivers on the East
Coast o the Olympic Peninsulain
Washington. It lies northwest o Se-
attle off Rt. 101. It isastriking steep
creek with maossy vertical diff wallsris-
ing over 200 feet. (It takes 4 rope
pitchesto climb out, don't ask why |
know.) Thereare 154 IV+ to V drops in
the canyon. Over 6 milesthe river
drops about 900 feet, with an easy one
mile paddle in and a two mile paddle
out.

We take care of all the
logistics that would take 1
away from your time on the river!

P.O. Box 246, Bryson Gty, North Carolina 28713
Phone/Fax 8281488-6199







Dreaming of a Whitewater Christmas

For three years| had been well accustomed to sit on the
floor ofthe canoe (never using a cushion or even a mat),
and at once to apprehend the various knocks, and vibra-
tions, and grazings received, which are quite distinguish-
ableasthe boat passesover rocks, boulders, shingle, gravel,
sand, mud, or weeds. This feelingofthe object outside,
through the thin oak plank (not aninch fromyour body), is
almost as easy as by the hand itself;and thereforel knewin
amoment that some hard, smooth, heavy substance was
knocking below against my boat, and moving forward. The
most likely ofall things was that thiswasa crocodile.

— John MacGregor, The Rob Roy on the Jordan, 1870

dropped off — much to the crews delight — abunch
o pigs. Supposedly the pigswere to help feed ship-
wrecked survivors. This made the Maoris extremely happy,
for it offered them a change d menu from the usua, ship-
wrecked survivor. Not only was the pork more tender, but
the pigswere also easier to clean. Yet the arrangement also
must have confused the Maoris. What were they to think o
aculture that said, "Well, instead o improving navigation,
AT S ToAS WTAe aff a1l noow tho winvld BEEES gy ships are
ritish would
itain and

O noned Captain Cook's visits to New Zealand, he

1d, the pigs
dea, since
aking and
at areaso
1, twentieth-
k-wrecked
iing to step
st on bacon
serious
tion. The
that survive
come

from a genetically enhanced line, astrain that learned to
outrun Maoris.

One d thelargest natural pig habitats in the country is
around the East Cape region, specifically the Motu River. Al-
though the upper reaches o this river are pastoral and
sheep-infested — which probably accountsfor the river's
wonderful murky-green hue— the lower fifty-five-milesec-
tion has hillscrowding it that are referred to as mountains.
Whether these are mountains or not, I'm not going to ar-
gue. | do know, however, that the Tarzan-oriented vegeta
tion that smothers them would severely hinder an escape
from the valey, unless you are adept at swinging on vines.

My escape, though, was to thevalley. Carol and | were
hiding from Christmas. Now, don't get me wrong about
Christmas. There's nothing | like better than the dow pace
d agood Christmas traffic jam to bring my fellow man good
cheer and, as hefights to buy the last Nintendo, peace on
earth. | dread to think what the leading economic indicators
would do if we returned to the old standard d sleigh bells
ringing instead of cash registers. Asa protest, | used to send
my Christmas cards out in the middle o summer, an ideal
thought originad to the point d genius. However, my enthu-
siasm was totally squashed one day when, | realized that ev-
eryone in the Southern Hemisphere sends their Christmas
cardsout in the middle  summer. And, as | subsequently
discovered, the temperate climate in New Zealand hasto-
tally mutated the holiday season. In' an eighty-degree envi-
ronment, fake snow in the corner of store windowsis hardly
convincing. Santain hiswinter garb looks like the perfect
S-and-M perversion. His most famous quote, "Ho, ho, ho,"
sounds more like the mournful last gasps d a person locked
in asauna.

So on our escape, setting off down the Motu river, we
made a pact not even to mention the big C-word. Asfor the
run itself, providing aflood didn't drown us and wash
usinto the Bay o Plenty (plenty of what, no one
could say, but | suspect kayak gear) the
river promised some classic [




Dreaming of a Whitewater Christmas

whitewater. Actualy, theriver didn't promise this; some
boaterswho told usto run it did. So did the local guide
book.

That book also advised there was virtually no camping
for thefirst seventeen milesasthe river went through two
gorges. Now, when | think o two gorges | think of one
gorge followed by another gorge, with some un-gorge-like
behavior in between. Not in this upper section. Here space
for gorges isat a premium; the two are smunched together
so closeit takes a geologist with a magnifying glassto detect
the difference.

Flooding was also noted, both by the guidebook and my-
self: Ascoured no-man's land rose twenty to thirty feet
above the currently non-flooding river. In one recorded in-
stance, the river had, overnight, gone from forty cubic feet a
second to six thousand. But the guide's most notable item
wasthis little gem, an extra incentive not to missaroll:
"Motu edls deserve special mention— many asthick asa
man'sleg and they seemto be exceedingly hungry. It is not
advisableto bein the water affer dark asthey have been
known to attack humansat this time.”

The river was just cloudy enough to obscure my view of
thelife that | knew was lurking within it, feeding my suspi-
cionsthat only an all-too-thin layer o fiberglass separated
my persona rump steak from a river teeming with eels, the
bigger ones no doubt inhabiting the pools below nastier rap-
ids.

In short, the price we were paying to escape Christmas
wasto share a large, flood-prone trench all day with eels big
enough to star in their own Hollywood horror flick. But
these were just abstract and potential problems, nothing
likethe real one that developed aswe descended. Due to
various uncharted rocks, our boats began leaking. They
were only aweek old and now, quite literally, wewere

breaking them in. When ordering the kayaks, | had specified__

heavy-duty. They were fifty pounds each so thefirst crite-
rion had been met, but the " duty” was neglected. In a matter
d hours the boats were wearing half aroll of Duct Tape be-
tween them. Ironically, we were carrying a dozen raw eggs
packed only in their cardboard container and not one of
them cracked. Pulling ashore to fix another hole, | kicked
my boat and immediately had another crack to repair. With
four-and-a-half daysyet to go on arapidly diminishing roll
o tape, it looked like we might be hunting pigs after all
But it was darkly comforting to know we were not the
only people who had suffered such a problem. At the
river's hardest drop, "The Slot," we discovered two
wrecked kayaks abandoned in the brush; they were

the same make, the same pie-crust construction.

We reached camp at dusk, just asthe exceedingly
hungry leg-sized eels no doubt began prowling the
river, cruising for kayakers foolish enough to linger
in the water.

The next day the valey temporarily yawned and
vegetation, not rock, flanked the river. One such plant
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was the cabbage tree, a Dr. Suess designer plant. Around
forty-feet tall, these trees contained no foliage except for a
single cluster at the end of each branch. We also saw the
rare, dove-gray Blue Mountain ducks. Crouching along the
river's edge as we passed, they apparently believed they
were going unnoticed—whichis, o course, the reason they
arerare.

After floating a handful d mileswe came to a perma-
nent camp and would have passed right by had it not been
for aribbon o smoke advertising someone's presence. We
stopped, hoping for some river information.

The camp's lone occupant met us as we stepped from
our boats. He said, "l really don't like boaters coming
ashore here, I've got cyanide all over the place."

"Cyanide?"

“For trapping possums. It's horrible stuff. They scream
when they die.”

"That's OK," | said, "WEelIl shove back off. Wewere just
wondering what you knew about the river."

"1t bloody well nearly flooded me out o my own camp.”

"You know anything about it downstream?"

"Nothing but bloody waterfalls and whirlpools!*

"Youveseen it then?"

"No way! The kayakerstold me. | wouldn't go near it.
The bloody thing's filled with eels.”

"Well, thanks. Welll be going." l

"Youd better have a cuppa teafirst." |

After emptying six cups of teaand supersaturating our |

kidneysclosetofailure, Carol and | learned the trapper's
name was Beaver. While Carol and | were eluding Christ-

mas, Beaver was eluding most concepts o civilization — |
likewashing. And as much as he espoused thelife of are- |
cluse, he sure seemed starved for company. Every time we |
finished our tea, Beaver snatched thetea billy from the

coals and refilled our cups.

Whrmrrrr v miked
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_or his past, Beaver becamevague, asif suffering from mild ™ river!” | could hardly see the carcass for al the eels dangling
_amnesia. But when we asked him about lifeinthebushwe  from it. | leaped to a boulder for a closer ook, not seeing
Eca:l:)nuldn't shut him up. Likeonly yesterday, walking histrap  that the boulder was slimy and that a foot would never ad-
line, he'd unknowingly stepped between awild sow and her  here to it. My momentum carried me into the water, land-
:piglets. The sow charged. Having only asingle shot .22, he ing me squarely on the carcass. All | waswearing were

_had to be certain that his bullet wouldn't stray. Heshot the  shorts. All | felt were eels slithering over my body. Jesus

| pig at ten feet; it dropped dead at hisfeet. Hesaid we'd have ~ might have walked on water, but | ran.

it for "tea" The next morning— each of us carefully avoiding any
"But we've got to be going," | insisted. mention of what day it was— Beaver cooked up more pork.
"It's only going to go to waste if you don't stay.” Then he  Tea, of course, washed it down, and when our cupswere

| _asked what day it was. empty weinsisted they not be refilled, that we really had to
"December twenty-fourth," | said. be leaving.
"l thought so," he said sadly, but then, in the same Carol asked Beaver for an address where she could send

::breath and a revived eagerness, added, "It'll be our Christ- him a card but he admitted he didn't have one. Sowe
- mas pork." | helped him fetch the carcass, which wasin a thanked him, wished him luck, and floated away — but not
| gunny sack, but theflies had got to it anyway and blown all ~ before noticing the pig carcass stripped clean.

" but ashoulder. After cawing the good meat off, he asked, We paddled the remaining gorge. It waswider and less

| "You seen any eelsyet?" technical; with the greater volume there was little worry
"Not yet." about adding additional holesto our boats. However, in this
“I’'ll show you bloody eels!" section helmets became an essential piece of equipment; as
We carried the carcass down to thewater's edge, Beaver  they scrambled for safety, the wild goats on the cliffswere

| tiedalinearound a leg, tied the line to the bank, and forever showering uswith rocks. When we came to the end

| pushed the remainsinto the river. o the gorge, we camped. That evening, aswe ate dinner,
That evening pork hissed in the frying pan. We gorged clouds crowded across the sky and shortly afterward it be-

;:ourselves then lay back, watching the darkness push the gan to sprinkle. Wewent to bed.

| evening pastelsfrom the sky. At last, when the stars were When the drizzle stopped | awoke, immediately becom-

-out in full bloom, we checked the carcass. We trooped down  ing aware of astrange twinkling. Looking out the tent
| totheriver's edge and Beaver, holding a kerosene lantern screen, | saw thewhole valley aglow with dim fairylike
aloft, proclaimed, "That's — lights. | said, "Carol, wake up."
Why?”
"Areyou awake?"
"No."
"l won't say what day it still is, but look outside."
We stayed awake for the rest of Christmas gazing at hun-
ds of glow worms clinging to the nooks of the cliffs.
| wish this story ended there, but it doesn't. Several
months later while stayingwith afriend | told him of
our trip down the Motu and of the possum trapper

Then he began to dig through a pile of
newspapers until hefound the article he wanted e
to read. It wasabout an escaped convict who had
been hiding out in the Motu Valley. The police
had finally caught up with him.

Ocopyright Whit Deschner 1998

This story excerpted from
Travels With A Kayak by Whit
Deschner.

Available at whilewater stores
or by sending $21.95 to:

The Eddie Tern Press

HCR 88 Box 169
_Baker, OR 97814
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~ we'd stayed with. He said, "You say, possum trapper?’ _
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[To our readers: Itis impossible to print a moment of silence in a magazine. Someone
on the Board of Directors suggested that we delete the latest McBride-Omaha idiocy and
print three blank pages in memory of our dear departed paddling friend "Cracker" Jack
McCracken. Though most people thought this would improve the magazine, it would not do
justice to the memory of our dead buddy. So instead we print here the Report of the Board
of Inquiry, in the hope that you will read it and take up needlepoint.

In honor of what little remains of our dead friend, we ask that you close your eyes and
count to ten before reading the Report. Thankyou. The Publisher.]

asha was a left handed kayaker

from Russia, agenerous, good na-

tured nutjob who paddied fero-
ciously by day and livened up thecampfire at
night. He appeared out of nowhere in the
summer o '97 and paddled anythinganyone
would drive him from the Upper Yough to
the Lower Meadow, Russell Fork, Watauga
and the Green. Hedidn't play alot, but he
was relaxed and totally at ease on the water.
"Not too hard," was his stock answer at the
bottom of the run. Peoplewho got to know
him better heard the stories of the rivers
back intheold country, when the snowpack
in the Uras thawed and the gorges flooded
with milesand miles of milky, freezing wa-
ter. They built most o their own equipment
over thereand didn't grade rivers. They just
paddledimprovised catarafts made df tractor
innertubes— bubliks— anditwasagood day
if you lived.

Inadditiontoaplastic creek boat, Kasha
bought himself a used guitar, and at night,
when he'd drunk enough vodka, he would
singabout thewoman heleft behindwhen he
emigrated. The song was a blues tune and
went likethis:

Her namewas Katya

Katyafrom the Ukraine

She had hipslikea bublik

But she'd rock you like a big wave train.

In the Army Band she used to play the tuba
With lips that tasted sweet as Eukanuba

I'n her peasant dress she used to dance so
gaily

Get her drunk she'd let you strum her
uke-LAY-le

| called her Katya

Katyafrom the Ukraine

| hit all the barsin Friendsville
But | never found my baby again.

Kasha knew hundreds o verses to that
song, and if you didn't brain him with a
paddie you'd laugh so hard youd pull a
muscle. Hewascrazy.

Oneday, somebody told Kashaabout the
west fork of thesouth branch of Ball'sCreek.
It was steep and twisted and had never been
done. He had to stow away with his boat on
afreight train, jumpoff at thetopof Sawbuck
Mountain, and bushwhack downdf thetracks
amile to get to the put-in, which was a big
boulder sticking up twenty feet out of what
passed for a riverbed. He sat on top o the
boulder, double checked hisspray skirt, and
pushed himself over the edge to land on J.
Alfred Boofrock, theonly rapid that had been
namedyet. And down hewent, disappearing
immediately over the first ledge. A couple
hundred yards downriver Kasha got verti-
cally pinned and drowned. He wasthe sec-
ond expert paddler to die on that section o
river.

Kasha's body came to the attention of
Clarence Jackson, who played catcher in the
Culpeper County ER. OvertheyearsClarence

had seenthegood old boyscomeinwith just
about every kind of traumayoung Southern
gentlemen could inflict on each other. They
got busted up in cars, shot each other acci-
dentally or on purpose, mangled their hands
andfeet infarm machinery, gotcutor stabbed
with anything that could hold an edge or a
point, and voluntarily poisoned themselves
with everything frombootlegwhiskey toLSD.
Occasionaly, one of them would do some-
thing even stupider than normal, like the
fellow who swapped his buddy's cold Coors
for a 12 ounce beer bottle of Coleman fuel.
Thedrinker gagged and spewed the stuff into
the campfire, and lived another week before
he died from his burns. All in the spirit of
good clean American fun. And Clarence had
been there, to help sew up the pieces, or
sometimes pull asheet over aface.

When they brought in the kayaker from
Ball's Creek, Clarence shook his head. The
fellow was drowned blue and cold, but
Clarence and the duty doc did their best to
ressurect him. They worked on the corpse
for an hour before they wrote him off.
Clarence tagged him for the morgue, and
wondered. Thedead manwasanillegal from
Russia, and nobody wasfalling all over him-
self to claim the body. Clarence had fished
thelower section of Ball'sCreek for yearsand
didn't seewhy anyonewould want to paddle
itssteep upper reachesinakayak onthethird
day of a miserable cold three day rain, a
December Sunday good for nothing but
watching football.

Three weeks later they brought in an-
other paddling stiff. This one wasn't even
close. He'd been dead for a couple of days,
and the force o the current slamming his
head into a boulder had scraped off most of
hisface. Why? On Clarence's next day df he
droveto Ball's Creek, where the west fork of
the south branch joined the river, to seefor
himself.

The river ran low and fast from a deep
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wash eroded into the flank of the mountain,
a gully choked with boulders and downed
trees. There wasn't much water, and what
there was gushed out from a narrow gap
between twomassiveblocksof sandstone. He
stared into the space between them, into a
jumble of rocks. Apparently, the dead men
had been paddling their boats UP THERE, in
asteep and fishless gorge, inaccessible from
the usua river banks. Why? Clarence had
been pondering the ways of the world since
Vietnam. He'd seen a lot, but he couldn't
imagine why anyonewould bust hisass haul -
ing aboat up the 45 degree slope d that hill,
or risk his life trying to paddle an orange
plasticcigar down the uppermost tributaries
of Ball's Creek.

The information superhighway being
what it is, word of a paddler's death comes
acrosstheinternet beforehislungsstop gur-
gling. And when the first postings came
through that yet a fourth boater had been
killed in an unknown gorge in Eastern Ken-
tucky, even Kenny Omaha sat up and took
notice. He'd beensipping TNT —tequila* n'
tonic— watching Chopper play Quakeonline.
Chopper had aprogram that searched usenet
postings for the word "killed" in the same
paragraph as “kayak” or "river." When the
program set the alarm off, Chopper paused
thegameand checked hisfavoritenewsgroup,
wreck.boats.paddle. Thereitwas:

Hear tell they hauled another dead
kayaker out of Balls last weekend. Details,

anyone?
Details were gleefully supplied by some-
one who called himsel f

“Yakmaniak@daggerception.com”:

Upper Ball'sisamile long boulder sieve
that drainsthe east flankofSawbuck Moun-
tain. Itis thewest forkofthe south branch
ofBallsCreek. Thegradientisestimated at
700 feet per mile. It hasnever beenrun, and
isnot runnable. "Cracker" Jack McCracken
was the fourth paddler to die trying. He
pinnedanddrownedyester day. Leaveitalone.

Omaha focused his besotted eyes long
enoughtoread. Four dead! Hefelt atingle of
excitement, dampness on his palms, a stir-
ringinhisloins. "Ask himif thereisagauge,”
he said. Chopper typed something on the
keyboard and went back to playing Quake.
Twenty minutes later he had an answer.

Thereisnogauge forUpper Ball'sCreek.
Itisonly runnablein flood,andthenitisnot
runnable.

Chopperwasusedto real-timewhitewater
levelsfrom the internet. The data gap where
theBall'sCreekgauge shoul d have been pissed
himoff. Determined tosolvetheproblem, he
drovedownfrom New Englandthenext week-
end and rigged a solar powered fiber optic
camera and a transmitter at the top o the
wash. Real-timestill photoswould appear at
http://www.hydroview.com.  Chopper also
scouted thefirst quarter miledf therun. This
took him three exhausting hours. He re-

ported ajumbled rock and debrischoking a
virtually invisible riverbed. He estimated
that about 300 cfs might lubricate the rocks
a little, and told Omaha to forget about it.
Thiswas the single most provocative, allur-
ing phrase he could have uttered. Omaha
homed in on that first descent like a buck
scenting pheromones.

While Chopper was getting beta on the
river, Clarence Jackson was fuming about
the bad luck that had caused him towork in
the nearest hospital to Ball's Creek. Just
what | need, he thought, something else to
supply me with bodies. These people are
supposed to beexperts. They aresupposed to
know what the hell they are doing. Why are
they coming to this river like lemmings to
die?Whatever ismaking them so stupid? He
decidedthat the next timeit rained hewould
take the day off and see for himself.

In early March abig storm boiled up out
d the Gulf and swept north into the Appda
chians, dumpingtorrentsaf rain. Every river
and stream withina500 mileradiusdf Bryson
City came up. For paddlersit wasa buffet, a
smorgashord, al you could eat for freewith
breakfastthrown in. With nearly 400 rivers
to choose from, Omaha fixated on the west
fork of the south branch. Hewanted that first
descent, and he wanted it bad.

"The name is enough to make my com-
passpuke,” hesaid, studyingtheaerialsChop-
per had downloaded. Hewas committed. He
had the jones. Chopper tried totalk himout
o it. Noway.

"I need to run something different. Be-
sides, al these dead guys were kayakers.
Nobody'stried it in the open boat."

Omaha also had a secret agenda. He
wanted tofind out why Jack McCracken died.
People said he drowned, but there had been
that mysterious explosion that scattered his
body parts over a 500 foot circle. Folks
mumbled about terrorist activity, Shining
Path guerrillas from Peru, possibly the KGB.
Omahashook his head. "Nobody blowsup a
lone kayaker. | think it was equipment fail-
ure."

Thenight before heleft hegluedacouple
o E-Z Widers together and wrote his will.
Hunched over thetiny squared paper, hedid
notseehisgirlfriend Yvonne Dellameureslip
into the room behind him. Six feet of sinew
andspungold, Yvonnecould melttheicecap,
but tonight she could not break his concen-
tration. She sobbed, begged him not to go.
Tears stained her tragically beautiful fea
tures. But the stubborn bum she loved did
not change his plans. Sensing that crying
wasgetting her nowhere, shefinaly dropped
the big one.

"Please don't go, Kenny," she pleaded,
"I'm carrying your child."

"Put it downin the corner," hesaid. With
aloud wail she fled the room.

Five minutes later she was back with the
portablephone. "It'sthe plaque guy," shesaid.

"I don't know any black guys."

"Not black. Plague.”

"The dentist?"

"Here." Sheshoved thereceiver intohis
hand. He listened.

"Hi. Thisis Mike Hendricksfrom Monu-
mentsto Failure. Can| confirmyour date of
birth please?’

"Why?' Omaha was a child o the Six-
ties— he hated giving out ID.

"We heard you were going to run Ball's.
AWA has a standing order for memorial
Iplaques. Thought I'd proofread it before you
eft.”

"I'm not going to die on that river."

"Didn't sayyouwere. But | liketogetthe
jumponthecompetition. What date did you
say you were going?"

Omaha slammed down the phone, but
not before he heard the guy ask, "Bronze or
plastic?'

When it came time to leave, Chopper
refused to go. "l don't believe in the death
sentence," he said. "If you must go to a
funeral, get Yvonneto drive the hearse."

Omaha could not bring himself to dis-
turb his girlfriend in her delicate condition
(shewassleeping). So hefound Ted McBride
passed out in front of his TV. Drawing his
pistol, he quickly talked the older man into
driving.

McBrideand Omahadrovedeepintothe
Appalachians,insearch o thelethal river. In
the wee hours before dawn McBride hit a
deer. Omaha inspected the damage to the
front of hisvan.

"The buck stopped here," he said.

"Lookslikeabad cased headlightsinthe
deer syndrome," McBride replied, throwing
the carcass in the back. "What we don't eat
we'll take home.”

They arrived at the base of Sawbuck
Mountain around breakfast time. Omaha
couldn't eat from nerves. Instead he hauled
his boat to theside of the tracks, and waited
for one o those long slow screeching coal
and freight trainsto round the uphill curve.
When thetrain appeared he tossed hiscanoe
onto a flatcar and scrambled aboard. Ten
minutes up the mountain, an hour sweating,
he carried down to the boulder at the put in.

Theriver wasroaring. The Boofrock was
well under, creatinga grim and sticky hole.
Hewould gofrom dryland |aunch to survival
brace in twenty vertical feet.

Omaha never stretched or warmed up at
the put in. Stretching was something done
by workout babesin aerobicsclass. Hewasa
paddier! Real mendon't stretch!! Helocked
himself into his outfitting, checked to see
that his9 millimeter automatic wassecurely
fastened in its shoulder holster, and shoved
the bow of his boat over the brink.

Omaha's canoe speared into the hydrau-
lic at the base of the boulder and canted
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downstream. With a mighty stroke d his]
paddle he busted free and pointed his bow at
the first horizon line. Over, down, splash.
Paddlepaddiepaddle. SMASH, into a sand-
stone monolith. Bounce off and slide down.
Blind drop, hard left, paddiepaddieand . . . .
down. Boosh. Play off the reaction wave.
Punchthat hole! Paddlepaddlepaddie. Boof!!
Splat, brace, paddiepaddie, bang off a rock
with the port bow, and down. Hole! BANG!
as the stern slammed down into an unseen
underwater rock. Breathe, 20 clear feet, a
breather, and over, down, left, right and down.
Ride thetorrent. Damn thiswas steep!

Omahafought hisway down the canyon,
banging and bracing, taking onwater. There
was no place to stop, notimeto bail, notime
to do anything but read, react and survive!
Hesensed the river was getting steeper. The
shore line was a blurry, barely perceived
smear of jagged stumps, rock jumbles and
rhododendron. The river swept him down
and down, until he realized there was redlly
no paddling going on in the conventional
sense. Rather, he was trapped in some life
sizegame d pinball wherehe...was.. ..the
ball!

Somebody hit the flipper button and he_|_

FADDLE Gl AR
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—slammed into his hundredth boulder,”

through a narrow slot, just wide enough,
and down, down aV shaped groovewhereall
the water in the world was'sweeping him
toward something. Toward a gap, toward an
evensmaller slot. Toward. .. .toward.. ..the
biggest, gnarliest, most evilly placed TREE
intheworld. G..dam strainer!
Itwasatreed death, placed by ademon,
a foot in diameter, jagged with broken
branches reaching deep into the rapid, and
therewasnoroomoneither side, noeddy, no
last chance, no breaks, no ropes, no magic.
Omaha's waterlogged boat roared down the
slot with all the kinetic energy o a runaway
truck. Omahadidtheonly thinghecould. As
the bow of the boat slammed into the
branches he leaped high, fighting to get on
topd thetrunkandlive. Butthethighstraps
caught, and the broken branches snagged
him, and afour inch limb slammed him in
the jaw. A big branch slid along the side o
his hull, rolling the canoe by force, and in
less than a second he was capsized under
water, fouledin hisstrapsand pinned against
thebranches, withtheweightd theboat and
al the force of the current holding him
there. And in the raging chaos d pressure

andfoamhethoughtabsurdly of theandroid's |

| line in the movie Blade Runner: "Wake up!

Timeto die" Anditwas.

Trapped underwater in the wreckage of
his canoe, pinned and drowning, Omahadid
theonly thing hecould think of. He grabbed
his cannon out dof its shoulder holster and
fired threefast shots upward at the shredded
surface of theriver — theinternational dis-
tress signal. Then his body forced him to
exhale his last breath, and he snorted two
endlesslines of Ball's Creek.

Clarence Jackson was orbiting Ball'sin
the back of a borrowed Army medevac chop-
per, and Omaha's bullets nearly hit him in
theass. Looking down out the open door of
the helicopter he spotted the red stern of
Omaha's Impulse sticking up out of the rap-
ids.

"Takeusdown," hescreamed at thepilot,
and rode the winch hook down into the
twisted rhododendron scrub of Ball's Creek
Canyon. He landed on the upturned hull of
Omaha's boat. Crazily he leaped into the
river, heedless of the tree, or the roaring
danger o the rapid. He hooked Omaha
through the shoulder strap o his PFD, and
hauledthelifelessbody of thedrowned boater
up into the hold o the medevac, where
McBride (who hated choppers) hauled him

“in.

Frantically, Jackson worked over
Omaha's body. "There's no pulse!" he
screamed at McBride. "Paddles!!"

McBrideswiftly handed hima 200 centi-
meter Mitchell with a zero-angle blade, and
the short, silver studded black leather num-
ber his wife sometimes spanked him with.

"Not those paddles, idiot! The defibrilla-
tor!!"

Given the right equipment, Jackson
shocked Omaha's prostrate body. "I've got a
pulse! he yelled.

McBride grabbed the medic's wrist and
squeezed. Paused. "Yes. You certainly do,"
he said.

Omahastruggled against hisbonds. The
pain in his mouth was terrible. The little
swarthy man kept asking himthesameques-
tion over and over again.

"Where is my gold?"

Omahashook hishead. Hedidn't know.
He didn't have the man's gold. He'd never
seen him before. He had no idea what the
man was talking about. And the man kept
hitting him and he couldn't make him stop.
And he was going to get beaten to death
because he didn't know where the gold was.

Finaly, thelittle mansmiled. He had big
smile but his eyeswere as black and deep as
pit latrines at midnight. "Would you like
some coke?' the man asked.

Coke would be wonderful, Omaha
thought. Anything to numb the pain in his
face, hisnose, histeeth. Henodded. Theman
smiled again.

"So sorry | am out of coke. But | have

Continued page 30... [
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someseltzer." He brandished acoupleof old
fashioned siphon bottles like sixguns. He
inserted their nozzles into Omaha's nostrils
and squeezed the handles. The soda and
carbon dioxide gas, trapped so long under
such pressure, boiled toward freedom in
Omaha'ssinuses. Foaming liquid flooded the
inside of his face. The trapped gas bulged
against his eyeballs and his eardrums and
ripped at the exquisitely delicate membranes
on the surface o his brain. He thrashed
insanely in the iron grip of agony as he
drowned.. ...

Clarence Jackson watched Omaha
struggleagainst therestraintsin hishospital
bed and nodded.

"He's finally coming around," he said.
Then he noticed the pain in his right hand
and looked down. Yvonnewassqueezing him
so hard her nailswere digging into hisskin.

"Easy, miss," hesmiled,"Youll ruinyour
manicure.”

"Please, please, tell mehell bealright?”
she pleaded breathlessly.

"Well have to see. He was under for a
long time. He might have some brain dam-
age."

McBride spoke upfromthecomer. "Noth-
ing he didn't have to begin with, the damn
fool "

Threedays|ater Omahawassitting upin
his hospital bed. Hed written, a note to
Yvonne to get him some tequila, and she'd
smuggled in a pint of Two Fingers. Now he
wassipping TNT through astraw. It blended
nicely with the Percocet, cutting the painin
his jaw and setting his mind awandering.
They told him he was lucky to be aive. He
thought about sex and whitewater, both of
which he craved, and decided that he was
lucky indeed.

He'd gottenabout hafway downthegorge
before the tree stopped him— further than
anyone so far, dead or aive. The bragging
rights to the upper half of Upper Ball's were
his and his alone. He hadn't solved the
mystery of why McCracken’s boat exploded.
Might have been too much HydroCele onthe
float bags. Or maybe McCracken died be-
cause hisballswere just too big. Either way,
Omahadidn't care right now. All hewanted
to do was heal up his jaw, get laid, and run
something easy, maybe go West, do Gore
Canyon or the North Fork o the Payette.

Forintruth, Omahathought hewasfine.
But hewaswrong. Thelongimmersion, the
awful flooding of hisnoseand lungs, the dark
timewithout oxygen had donefierce damage
to hisbrain. For days afterwardshe'd p...ed
out the corpses of gray cells, cells late of the
deepest part of his brain, where his lizard
lived. And it wasthere, in the sodden, post-
flood landscape, that the thoughts werefirst
conceived: thoughts o a long, steep hike
withachainsaw, and thebirth of aconfidence
that yes, dammit, Ball's Creek would go! He
stared at the dull hospital TV and hardened

his resolve. Hewould break Ball's If Lucy

could do reruns, so could he.

He had avisitor —amalevisitor. Itwas
Mike Hendricks, the plague guy, wearing a
grease-stained Marlboro baseball cap and
penny loafers. He carried a flat package
wrapped in yesterday's Inquirer under his
arm — the headline read "Bigfoot Ate My
Mother's Only Child." Hehandedthepresent
to'Omaha.

It wasan embossed plastic plaque, spray
painted gold, bearing Omaha's dates of birth
and death and the following prayer:

Toall of you brave kayakers
Who came up hereto die

May you run good lines forever
Inthe rapids in the sky.

i1l |r'||rF||:|':l Bl -f.":1.":r"1f|'
NO HARD PARTS:

Somebody had defaced the plague with a
magic marker, crossing out the date of death
and the poem and writing:

"Hegotthisfar....andlivedtodieagain."

Ball's Creek hasyet to besuccessfully run.
It has killed kayakers, catarafters, and a guy
named Newt who called himself a “re-bublik-
an." They areforecasting threedaysof rainin
the southern Appalachians, so if you think
you'regood, buy somegasand head south. Be
early, and expect a crowd at the put-in.

Hey dl you glory seekers
There's afirst descent to claim.
The death toll stands at seven
And the river callsyour name.

© Jonathan Katz, November 12, 1998
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ewere ateam of close friends with a lot of
mutual trust. All of us, in different capaci-
ties, had spent our summers |eading people
inwild places from Patagonia to Alaska. We
wereall fired up to be among friends and not constantly
worried about the comfort and safety of others. We were
also boaters. Many of us love nothing better. As profes-
sionals we emphasize the rigid protocols o safety, com-
munication and emergency response. But now we were
relaxing with our peers. Maybethat's why | was so dow

to react when all hell broke loose on day one of aten
day Tatshenshini-Alsek expedition.
Soon below the put-in at Dalton Post, the

Tatshenshini constrictsinto asharp rock canyon. It
was late in the season and the river level was espe-
cially low for our heavily rigged gear boats. The trans-
lucent green water compounded the difficulties of

navigation as many o the fluted rocks slept just below

the surface. Those of usin kayaks, blessed with thevir-

tues of a light, maneuverable craft and resilience of poly-
ethylene plastic, hardly noticed. Nor did we give a second
thought to the hundreds of pounds of hard and software

that we’d heaped in Bean's raft, his being the biggest, a

sixteen foot conventional Avon with an ingeniously

outfitted frame for maximizing its load. The rig was
ideal for its home rivers, those mostly deep water can-
yons of the Colorado Plateau where you pile on al that
you can, set your angle above the rapids, slide down the
tongue and punch the features straight on.

FOOT
RAFT

The Tatshenshini iScareful nott o

overwhelmtoo soon...

[ ]
By A. Scott Douglas
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A TWENTY-ONE FOOT RIP
IN A SIXTEEN FOOT RAFT

We popped our skirts, secured our boats, and
jumped into action. The floor was apparently missing
from the raft and the river boiled in the oval beneath the
rigging. The baffled tube held air but rode hopelessly
low without the added buoyancy of afloor. Ten feet of
shallow water separated the raft from shore. We
formed afire-ling, de-rigged and unloaded most of the
gear to theriver's edge. Stern and bow lines were ex-
tended and manned at the proper angles to free the raft
and swing it into asmall eddy below the rock. We re-
grouped and considered our options. We were immobi-

" lized; we were committed; there was to be no solution be-
fore a camp could be established, dinner prepared and a
think tank initiated. We anticipated at least one layover
day. The only suitable camp was across the river.

Bean was utterly in command of the situation, it
being his boat, him being Bean. " John, you and Chris
wannaget aline across the river. Scott, you and Geoff get

Thiswas different water though, the bony begin-
nings of a massive watershed in the Y ukon wilder-
ness. The rapids were not especially scary, but even the
riffles required |ots of heads-up maneuvering. For the
kayakers it was a chance to surf and savor the
whitewater, to get in our wahoos early because, word
was, and mapsand literature confirmed, that the river
would later flatten and its scenic grandeur increase ex-
ponentially. According to all sources the Tatshenshini
would be careful not to overwhelm too soon. The upper
canyon was beautiful, swirling schist from the basement of
time rising straight up to the boreal forest that covers the
northern flanks of the Saint Elias Mountains. But aside
from these distinctions, we cculd've been paddling Idaho.

Wewere lulled by the enjoyable waves, moderate rat-
ing and the relief of finally launching the expedition into
asense of falsesecurity. Even thesubarctic fall felt more
like summer. Bean and Pizza rowed their boats bare-

chested beneath their life jackets. Wewere settling into that side. Hunter gimme a hand over here." We lashed
what we imagined to be a mellow river trip, perhaps the the avulsed floor to the tube on either side to prevent it
world's most scenic float. The work season was completed, fram Mipping any further. The damage consisted of bwo op-

old friends reunited. We had kayaks, rafts, and drag bags full
o beer. So, when Bean briefly parked his raft on a hidden
rock, spun off and continued downstream, | didn't give it
much thought. Then | noticed Elaine was ferrying quickly
towards the raft. There was commotion on board and it be-
came clear that Bean was struggling to move his boat.
Granted it was heavy, but if Beain couldn't move it, some-
thing waswrong. Then hewas parked again. Most of us
were responding by now. Fortunately Bean wasin the lead.
All of usin kayakseasily made it to the river right bank be-
side the distressed crew and buckling raft. The other two
rafts landed in the swift water above and below the accident.

We were lulled by the enjoyable waves, moder-
aterating and the relief of finally launching the
expedition into a sense of false security
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posing flappersthat, put together, looked like a giant capital
“I” the length and width of the raft. The splintered remains
o a 34 inch plywood floor board dangled
in pieces between the thwarts.

Therest o the rescue operation went
smoothly with everyone doing what needed
to be done. The kitchen was unloaded,
erected, and tarped, garlic peeled and
chopped, charcoalslit and given time to
whiten. Dutch ovenswere layered with tor-
tillas, beans, cheese and chilies, covered
and set to bake. The bar was opened and
cocktails distributed as individuals broke
off to pitch tentsand change into dry
clothes. We ate and discussed our predica-
ment. Collectively, we had forty years of
experience running rivers; but none of us
had seen anything like this before.

Repair kits were inventoried and plans
took shape. We removed the frame and
carried the raft with its gaping floor up the
bank to a clearing on the bluff and pitched a huge yellow
tarp over it. Thiswasto be our shop, acritical dry space as
clouds heavy with rain streamed up thevalley from the coast by day's end.
o Alaska. Chrissaid, "Weve gotta have a complete plan be-
fore starting." The repair, if it was pos-

sible
with our limited resources, re-

quired vi- sion. Likeaball of clay to a potter, we had to
know what we were shooting for. The be-
ginner may start right out centering his
clay on the wheel with some vague notion
o a bowl and end up with an ash tray, but
hewould inevitably waste materials. And
an ash tray would not float usthe remain-
ing hundred and twenty milesto Dry Bay
in the Gulf of Alaska.

Our patch material was limited, our
glue supply even more questionable. We
were going to have to sew up the long axis
o the tear. We were going to need most of
our duct tape, all o our dental flossand
both speedy stitchers. A tarp would have to
be cut up and quadrupled to reinforce the
stitching. That much we knew when we
retired to our quarters to sleep. Rain pat-
tered on my tent fly throughout the night.

| thought | was up early the next morning, a cloudy dawn
that cast gray light inside my tent. | walked the game trail to
the kitchen past the shop and discovered the core members
already discussing the repair over steaming mugs of coffee.
We agreed that we'd begin with the patchwork, bringing the
ends together, and then address the awesome task of sewing

around.

up the main tear. We cut and made placements for the
patch material, just enough to secure the top and bottom.

There would be no room for error. The
coordination between those holding the
floor in place, those mixing glue and cata-
lyst, and those drying and scuffing up the
patches and floor, spreading glue and de-
ciding the precise moment to lay the
patch, would have to be perfect.

Everyone had aniche. Pizzawas
glue technician, ajob herelished. He
carefully poured off portions of the glue
and measured the catalyst by the ribbing
on the can as he stirred the contents with
astick. He knelt beside the work bench, a
remnant of thefloor he'd leveled on apile
of rocks. When the concoction was right,
he handed it to the patchers with the rev-
erence of a shaman or some mad chemist
offeringpotion to agroup of disbelievers.
Not that any of usdoubted him. The

group attitude never faltered, but it was hard in the begin-
ning stages to conceive o afully buoyant and functional raft

Chrlswas resident bush mechanic and idea man, a

and the obvious choice for se-
nior counsel. Thiswas unspo-
ken. Bean hassaid it for years:

"Chrisisahandy guy to havearound." The
man could wire a Volkswagon together with duct tape and
bailing twine and drive it to Tierradel Fuego.

Pete was elder statesman, Chris's old man and not one to

argue with. Pete's an observer, always
keen; and when he spoke we listened. He
was omnipresent on the sidelines until he
identified some lack in the process. Then
he'd simply and quietly pick up our slack.
Pete had never patched a raft before
(though he'd taken on many comparable
tasks), so his innovations were fresh, un-
clouded by dogma. Asthe rest of uswere
setting up to patch, Pete began cleaning
and drying the critical areas, using abar-
rel pump to blow air and rolling warm wa-
ter bottlesalong the rips.

Bean was the prop of this dishev-
eled rugby team, the backbone of the se-
rum, propelling his teammates forward in
the face of heavy odds. but he was more
than that, not just some grunt who never

gives up, but aforce of onewith the rare ability to unite
people, the kind of man | alwaysfed alittle safer to be

Matt did everything no one else wanted to. He stood bent
over in awkward positions for long periods o time just hold-
ing something in place, never shifting or tiring of the job.
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that even in the depths of the sew job we were encouraged
to persevere. B strolled the perimeter of the shop and per-
formed elaborate comedies, al body theatrics that never
failed to draw laughs. He satirized and dramatized the event,
an instrumental role. I've never known anyone who can do
so little and remain such an essential cog in the overall
function of ateam.

We split into two groups after laying a couple
patches and working out the routine. One group focused
on the bow, one on the stern. The morning passed out-

side our world of diffuse yellow tarp light, the river
rushing by and windowsd sunshine moving across
the valley. Occasionaly, someonewould break avay and
dart for hiswater bottle or coffee mug, pound the fluid
and dart back. We were machines that required some
servicing to continue performing at peak. Petewasin
the habit of approaching strained individuals and ask-
ing them if they required servicing o any kind. Pro-
vided the answers were not too outrageous, Pete or
someone close by would alwaysoblige.

Hunter, Beanand | laid a critical patch and got a
good bond. Bean stood up from his crouch, beaming the

kind of relief that accompaniesvictory in the playoffs,
the chance earned to continue to the next more chal-
lenging game. "intensely grippy!" he exclaimed. "Thisis
class five patchwork. The linewasn't pretty but we're in
the eddy at the bottom."

He lay beneath the overturned raft on a jumble of rocks
and wet mossto hold counter-pressure for the patches.
He remained theresilently performing this crucial task
for so long, | forgot he was there until | noticed hislong
shins and sneakers poking out from under the tube.
Bean told Matt he possessed koviashoktuk, the Inupiat
word for eternal patience. It's what it takes to crouch with
raised spear for three daysin the arctic winter beside a hole
in the seaice, waiting for a seal to come up and breathe.

Hunter was al over everything. Never adumb sugges-
tion or hesitant explanation o the inner-workings of a
Speedy stitcher or the properties o toluene. He's big and
fast and continued to sew with amazing dexterity, even af-
ter knocking back a dozen cans o beer. At once reckless
and composed, Hunter kept the rest of us laughing just
enough to prevent an epidemic o spontaneous combustion
in the evening hourswhen, the thread broke for the fiftieth
time.

Geoff wasin on the patches or standing back with Pete
commenting on the nature of the operation. His hands were
steady and he has an eyefor detail and ethic of clean work
that spilled over to the rest o us. | watched him hold the
tear together ahead of alengthy patch job. He was bent
evenly over the task not moving a muscle. The concentration
in his facewas the concentration o an athlete, not intense,
but relaxed. If 1'd had his job | would have surely felt some
knot forming between my shoulder blades and adjusted my
posture constantly; but Geoff could have held his position all
day.

Everyone lent support in some fashion. Dominic had a
bum ankle and had to stay off it. Sam prepared delicaciesin
the kitchen and delivered cocktailsall afternoon. Elaine, an
unrelenting strength on the river, would arrive on the scene
and examine our progresswith such genuine enthusiasm

I've never known anyone who can do So little ana
remain such an essential cog in the overall func-
tionofateam.
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| took regular breaksfrom
the patching tosit on a nearby
rock with my notebook. Pete
was also writing notes, his
mind clearly perked by this
display of teamwork by his
kid's generation. He said, "if
we could focus this kind of en-
ergy on non-crisis situations,
we'd have aforce.” We
watched together the big push
before lunch. Patch communi-
cation went like this...

room walls, strong hands that
had bled many timeswithout
being noticed.

To say we broke for lunch
is not quite right. We each got
up from our work in turn and
devoured a bowl full of pasta
sdlad while our minds remained
engaged in the repair. Chrisand
Hunter were finishing thefina
patch. | was content to kick
back and pedl the dried glue
from my fingers; but Bean was

"Glue?' antsy to get sewing. "l know what the deal is," said Chris.

"Ya" "It's the glue. Bean's experiencing withdrawal."

"Rag ?” Bean and | took measurements and cut two pieces from
“Ya.” ablue tarp, each four times the width of the band aid we
"Pliers?" planned to sew into the raft floor. Once cut, we quadrupled

"Got'em .” and taped each one into eight foot by three inch strips. We

"Duct tape? C’'mon where's the duct tape?" placed these over the rip on the inside of the floor and se-
We could've been sitting in amed school observatory, cured them with cross pieces of duct tape. We propped the

Pete and I, scribbling notes and watching closely the move-  raft on its side and went around to the boat's bottom where
ments and facial expressions of ateam of surgeons. Thepri-  wedrew straight linesin black marker along each side of
may differencewasin the eight hands coming together on  the rip to guide the speedy-stitchers. This wasthe prep work
apatch, gripping different instrumentsand flexed in differ-  for the ensuing task, a monstrous effort of two-man team-
ent positions. Instead of being gloved and soft underneath work with two teams going nonstop for five and a half

from antibacterial soap and lathering, they were scarred, cut  hours.

and creased with the dirt of liveslived outside the living Hunter and Chris stitched up one half, Bean and | the

Speedy stitching is performed with an awl fit
with a curved needle and fed by its own bobbin.

The commands | received from Bean were: “Give
her... Take. Give her... Take. Tension.”
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other. Speedy stitching is performed
with an awl fit with a curved needle
and fed by its own bobbin. It requires
tending on both sides of the material
being sewn, in this case araft floor; so
the team membersworked on opposing
sides of the boat with novisible con-
tact. Chrisand | worked on the boat
bottom side, Hunter and Bean in the
bilge. Chrisstood to my left sending
loops through to Hunter who shuttled
the running end of the waxed thread
through the loops and pulled tension
toform thestitches. | had Chris's job
and Bean worked opposite me. Our
first ten stitches took half an hour to
complete before a system wasworked
out that enabled faster progress. The
commands | received from Bean were:
"Give her... Take. Give her... Take. Ten-
sion." After adozen or so stitches, our
lines straightened out and communica-
tion was abbreviated to asimple
"Take", and so on until verbal com-
mands were replaced by a subtle push-
pull. It seemed a fine metaphor for re-
lationships, the give and take fading to
take and replaced ultimately by mute
tension.

When the bobbinswere depleted of
their specialy designed thread, we
wound them up with dental floss. We
reamed wax buildup from the mecha-
nisms of our toolswith fish hooks and
awl tips, burned floss ends and crimped
the melted wax to harden. We trimmed
the hackles from salmon fliesand cut
the hooks dff at the bends to employ
the shanks asshuttles for the running
ends of thefloss. It waswork in the mi-
cro, fingertip dexterity and communi-
cation in alanguage that evolved over
the course o the afternoon. And it was
asalvage operation that grew and took
shape with every new stitchin theline.
Just as one's sanity may be strained
when communication failsinarela-
tionship, with perseverance through a
rough stretch, the bond becomes a
little stronger.

At one point about a thousand
stitchesinto the job, | looked over to
see Chrisred in the face, his temporal
arteries visibly pulsing through the
side of his head. He commenced a
high-pitched laugh and loudly declared

continued [
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that he was experiencing atension pneumotho-  icked little Chinese women in sweatshops. Pete and Sam
rax. The thread had frayed to breaking point; serviced us regularly with margaritas, and puffed tobacco
the bobbin needed re-spooling, shuttle mis- smoke to keep down the white socks that mutilated our
placed, or some combination thereof that would —hands and faces. Laughs turned to cackles; and by some
reguire an involved sequence o eye-hand coor-  miracle d determination, one thousand five hundred and

dination, implement modification and team- some stitches and fifty-three man hours later, we patched
work to rectify. together and sewed that ragged floor from end to end.
It got sowe could only laugh at the near- The next morning we carefully taped the seam on the

sighted nature o the operation. Hunter mim- bottom o the raft and launched the reincarnation of an old

Frankenraft, however, did float some fifteen
river miles that day without leaking a drop.
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Avon gear boat. JB christened her “Frankenraft” with an ward flight from the rich nutrients o the delta, | looked
indelible marker on the starboard side o the bow. Bean back to see Frankenraft afloat on the silver water with two
assessed the water-tightness of our work as Frankenraft figures profiled against a backdrop of blue-gray clouds. And

tossed unrigged in an eddy. We all agreed that the new [ felt... very lucky.
patches and stitching were now the strongest parts of the
boat. | too nodded my head; but | think | speak for usall
when | say that thiswas an essential
optimism. We had a long way to go
and had worked too hard for doubts.
Frankenraft, however, did float
some fifteen river miles that day
without leaking a drop. And the next
day, and the one after that, she con-
tinued to ride high on the swelling
waves of the Tatshenshini, and later
the Alsek below that tremendous
confluence. Asthe river widened
and her channels grew deep, asthe
volume doubled and tripled and
leapt by tens of thousands o cubic
feet per second, we came to trust
the buoyancy o Frankenraft. We
came to believe that shewould de-
liver usto the sea, carried by ariver ’
that breached the wildest range of L
coastal mountains on Earth. -
"It's alot to measure yourself
by," said JB, gazing at the profusion
d glaciers hanging from the escarp-
ments of the Alsek Range. We were
swallowed up in fog aswe crossed
through the mountains from the
Yukon interior to the temperate
rainforest of coastal Alaska We

The exsunce of paddling is the exparience of navigation and axploration.

watched yearling brown bears dlip , *h h [ .,

from the steep rocks on shore and K, ' - | g
plunge into the icy Alsek. We heard - . Y . 4

them groan as they fell, wild bears =4, 2

not at all pleased by the intrusion of - e - Chotse the best partner for your dasee,
our kayaksand rafts. We slept in an Y o 1 ,

amphitheater of calving glaciersand
paddled among ice bergs tinged blue
in the sunlight. We were passed by V
formations of Sandhill Cranesand
Trumpeter Swans, and we drank the
sweet water of the Saint Elias,

sealed in ice since before men
burned diesdl fuel, made pulp from [
trees, and detonated nuclear bombs - ‘ s
in the desert. Indeed, al o our Bologr -

boats carried us to the salt air and

T
-
Roekit

sprawling expanse o the Pacific & -

Ocean; and aswe paddled the last —=  wildwasser Sport USA, Inc. —_—

o k bef |F t the D P.0. Box :65::;' Bgl.?kr:lter, co 28306 0 1'303 444“2336
rokes ore pU mg Up al e I'y phone 303-444-2336 fax 303-444-2375 &M no r a free catalog

Bay air strip, as cranes chortled and ___ httpliwww.witdnet.com andedadgeser®

gained sustenance for their south-
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This past summer on July 24th, Adam
Dzialo, a 12-year-old boy, caught his foot
during a whitewater swim drill in a Class |
rapid ontheFifeBrooksectionof the Deerfield
River near Charlemont, Massachussets. He
wasunder water between 20 and 30 minutes.
Despite the cold water  the Deerfield and
the excellent medical care he revived after-
wards, hevery nearly drowned. Thelast time
| spoke with his father he was still very
seriously injured.

| wasasked toinvestigatetheaccident for
Greenfield Community College, who oper-
ated the youth camp that Adam was attend-
ing. The rapid looked straightforward and
harmless, but there was a 6" diameter void
between two rocks that was completely hid-
den even at pre-release flows. Thisiswhere
Adamapparentlytried tostand upand caught

hisleg. Had hetouched bottom 6" to either " ¢

side he would have been fine. Rescue was

effected by ateam of guidesfrom Crab Apple :

Whitewaterwho happenedtobeonthescene.
Adam was defibrillated on reaching shore
and transferred to a helicopter soon after.

Sincewhitewater swim drillsare becom-
ing morecommon, thosewho usethistypeoi
exercise must be aware of the risks. In
whitewater, your natural reaction is often
wrong. Adamwasclearly warned not to stand
up, but discussionswiththoserunningyouth
programs involving kayaking and my own
experience as a professional river guide and
canoeinstructor suggeststhat asinglewarn-
ing may not be enough. At a counseling
session for theother boysinthegroup, guides
reported that they were unfamiliar with the
term: foot entrapment. This suggests that
the briefing should have been more thor-
ough.

Standing up in the current isan instinc-
tive reaction to fear when swimming. In
easier rapidsthechanced afoot entrapment
by persons standing up is not likely, but in
thiscaseit happened. Awarning not tostand
up can be repeated several times, and in
several different ways. First, give the warn-
ing. Second, explain the foot entrapment
mechanism. Third, demonstrate proper
swimming style. Instructors should aways

Instructor’s Waming:

L

Foot Entrapment

and Smm Drills

By Charlie Walbridge

swimarapid beforetheir classtriesit, andit's
agoodideatoletthestudentswatch this. The
caution can be repeated before the group
breaks up, or by a coach stationed at the top
of the rapid to see that the students are
spaced properly.

Students must adways have the freedom
to decide whether or not to they will partici-
pate. If they are nervous they should be
encouraged to watch other students before
deciding. | have, on occasion, swam down
withastudent, giving advice and encourage-

ment. If someone does not wish to go down,
they should not be pressured to do so. Adam
was not pressured, but this idea deserves
repeating.

Let's think of Adam Dzialo as we teach
this important skill in the coming year.

Charlie Walbridge
Safety Committee, AVA
Training Committee, ACA
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OUTEFITTERS
DRY BAGS PFD'S »
INFLATABLE *
NEOPRENE CLOTHING
- ACCESSORIES

PLUS
« BACKPACKING

* FAMILY CAMPING

* RUGGED CLOTHING
& FOOTWEAR

NAME BRANDS AT
THE LOWEST PRICES

CALL OR WRITE FOR

For a Free Catalog,
Call 1-800-230-2151
or write

PO BOX 700-AWA
SADDLE RIVER, N.J.
07458-0700

Your sourcefor s>
Sprayskirts and a 2
whole lot more

Lotus
___We ship direct! |

Lightning
Kokatat

Stohlquist
Extrasport

htep://www.borg.com/-newwave/index.html
newave@or g. com
1-800-249-4112 » 1-315-768-1568
587 Main Strest * New York Mills, NY 13417
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Internship/Research Opportunity

American Whitewater

IPart-Time - Working at your location |

American Whitewater isa non-profit or-
ganization dedicated to preserving and en-
hancingwhitewater recreation. Weare based
in Silver Spring, Maryland and represent
8,000 canoe, kayak, and rafting enthusiasts
and many thousands more though over 100
affiliated clubs. We publish abi-month jour-
nal, and our main focus areas are conserva-
tion, river access and whitewater safety.

We are sponsoring a study to give us a
factual basis for determining the accident
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rate in whitewater paddling. Thiswill allow
us to determine how it compares to other
sports, jobs, and activities in the U.S.
Theintern/research will contact manag-
ers o the US rivers that keep track of the
actual number of participants over the past
decade. They will use the AW data base to
determinetheactual number o fatalities on
each river. Usingthi swehopetocal culatean
an accurate accident rate. This might be
expressed asa“Fataitiesper user days' num-
ber. Efforts will be made to separate com-
mercial guided rafting from private canoe-
ing, kayaking, and rafting activities. |dedly,
wewould like to get a number for each.
The intern/researcher will also establish
ways to compire the risks of whitewater
paddlingtosporrtslikebicycling, skiing, rock
climbing, sailing, skydiving, hang gliding
and high schoolfootball, activitieslike min-
ing, logging, construction, military basic
training, advanced military training, and

travel by airplane or automobile.

The successful candidate is a student
studying outdoor recreation or arelated field
and has actual experience as a whiltewater
paddler. A basic knowledge of statisticsand
good computer skillsisa plus. The internl
researcher will work directly with members
of the Safety Committee of American
Whitewater and the organization's executive
director. They will serve as coaches and re-
sources throughout.

The successful candidate will have ex-
penses paid and receive a modest stipend
dependingonexperience. Inasmuchasnoth-
ing like this has been done before, wewould
expect a publishable paper to come out o
this effort. The timetable for completion of
this project is negotiable.

For additional information contact
Charlie Walbridge at 304-379-9002 or the
AW executive officeat 301-589-9453.

L
1-' ""':*

The Greatest
Whitewater
on Earth .«

www.kayakchile.com

P.O. Box 1640

Bryson City, NC 28713 USA
Year round phone/fax: 1.847.400.0790
Email: Office@Kayakchile.com
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« Whitewater _
SELF DEFENSE

Whitewater Self Defense helps kayakers avoid trouble and deal with unexpected problems.
emphasis is ""everyday" river safety and rescue, including fundamental skills every whitewat 4 -
should know. Includes new and proven safety techniques. Contributors include
Ellen Decuir, Kent Ford and over a hundred other paddlers, 59 min. $29. 95

Don’t let your boating skills outpace your safety an{I rescue '-LI"‘-'

This video helps
recreational paddlers
tackle thelr most
WOrrisome question:
"Will we have the
knowledge, skill, and
equipment to help if
someone in our
group getsin trouble
on the river?"
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Try your local retailer first, or call Pertn#
888-259-5805 www.performaiice
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You've Gotta Run It

Stow bv Charles Foster

Title by Keith Beck

Therapid ishorrifying.

Water cascadesover ahugeledge, roilsthroughaviolent hole, then slamsintoapolished
granitewall. And that's just thestart. Bdow ismoreturbulence, asecond hole, thensower
movingwater. Thissack water flows under an enormous undercut. Keith Beck gazes up
at thesheer cliff, aprecipicethat barsany hopesd portagingtherapid."Look at thoseyelow
flowers. Aren't they beautiful ?"

)
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e're on our third and last day of a
mind-altering run down North
ern California's Middle Fork

Feather River. Between us and thetakeout lie
several, solid ClassV rapids, but al of them
can be portaged if we choose. All but thisone.
Helicopter.

Keith, a hardened veteran o several
Feather runs, had warned usabout the rapid
long before we started thetrip. " Just so you
know, there's one Class V that you can't
portage. It'scalled Helicopter, because, when
you see it, you'll wish you had a helicopter.
You've gotta run it."

Nothing morewassaid about Helicopter
as Rick Norman, Keith Dinger, Tom Gelder,
Keith Beck and | prepared for the trip. Se-
cretly, | hoped Keith was just pulling our
legs.
Even on the river, the subject didn't
come up. We were too busy absorbing the
stunning scenery and paddling the exquisite
whitewater toworry much about aparticular
rapid miles downstream. Or maybe we just
didn't want to think about it.

The campfire flickered, driving off the
evening chill and darkness. It wasour second
evening ontheMiddle Fork and thetime had
cometotak about Helicopter. Keith sipped
somebrandy. "Everytime| get to Helicopter,
it's aways the same. You look at it, and say,

‘No way am | running that." So you start
lookingfor a portage route. First you look at
the river left, the side you're scouting from.
It'savertical granite cliff, maybe athousand
feet high. So.you look at river right. Its
cliffed-out too. Maybe there's a sneak route
down theother side o theriver?No, it'sone
of theworst sievesyou'll ever see over there.
So you go back to looking at the rapid.”

We were dl quiet. What could we say?
Someonethrew morewood intothefire. The
night seemed to have grown cooler.

Keithwrapped up hisstory on acheerful
note. "On my last trip, Glen Troness broke a
rib upstream o Helicopter. He hiked cross-
country foraday and a haf to avoid running
therapid in hiscondition. It's that bad."

I'mforced toadmit to myself thererealy
isa Helicopter Rapid. But surely it can't be
that bad.

We stand on a smooth granite walkway,
staring silently at the big, unavoidable rapid.
We're shaded by the high cliff wall, asismost
of Helicopter. Salvation,intheform of abig,
sunlit pool, lies a hundred feet away.

My hopesthat Keith had been exaggerat-
ing are dashed; he'd described Helicopter
perfectly. | feel sick to my stomach. In eight
yearsof boating I've never run anything that
looked this bad. Even worse, I'm injured.
Earlierintheday | flipped inadifficult rapid

and badly bruised my ribs before rolling up.
I've lost much of the strength on my right
sideasaresult.

Keith breaks the silence. "As you ap-
proach that first ledge, paddle hard to your
right. You can use that midstream haystack
tolineupthemove. Thisshould helpyou stay
upright through that first hole." Keith has
been reading and running the Feather's rap-
idswith impeccable accuracy for three days,
and we hung onto hisevery word like swim-
mers clutching a throw rope.

"Keep paddling hard to the right, other-
wiseyou'll wipe out in that curler.”

Most of the current is crashing into the
wall obliquely, creating a big, curling wave
that spirals down into Helicopter's second
major ledge.

"What if you hit thewall?' someoneasks.

"I've seenlotsdf peopleroll inthat wave.
It tends to keep you off the wall. Everyone
washes through the bottom of the rapid just
fine."

Considering the violence of that final
section | know there is no way | want to be
upside-down in there. At the same time |
don't see how I'll remain upright.

"Just make sure you roll up, you don't
want tofloat intothat undercut.” Theunder-
cut looks terrible. Over the centuries the
river had cut a notch at least ten feet deep
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into the canyon wall. Most o the current |

flowssluggishly intothis notch, not emerg-
ing for twenty or thirty feet.

"I'm ready to go. Who's coming with
me?" asks Keith. Eager to end the torment,
Keith Dinger and | volunteer. On the short
walk back to our boats Keith Beck admires
the flowers clinging to the canyonwalls. In
oned those momentsaf heightened reality
that only occurs in the most exceptional
circumstances, | can see every petal, every
leaf, of every flowerwith crystal clarity. They
are indeed beautiful.

We slide into our boats, checking, then
double checking drain plugs, spray skirts,
helmet straps. "Give me a minute or so
beforeyou take off," Keith says. He peels out
and disappears from view. | hear whoops o
joy from Tom and Rick. Keith has made it!

My turn. | brace my feet against the
boat's bulkhead, locking my legs solidly in
place. A few deep breaths to quell the sick
feelings of uncertainty. Damn my ribs hurl.
Focus! Peeling out, into the current, lining
up for the first drop. Every stroke aimed at
getting the boat lined up on that midstream
rock. Airborne! Asl free-fall, inamoment of
hyperacuity, | hear Tom Gelder. " Shit, I'm
out o film!"

Gifts for River Runners
_ Ravaxer’s AMULET

PADDLER EARRINGS

The photoisthe
least of my worries.

ond tier with
enough angle and
Speed to clear the
holeandeaslypass
upstream of the
mid-river boulder,
several feet from
the curlingwave.

A big eddy sets me up for an easy exit to
the pool, far from the undercut. I'm scream-
ingwith relief, and the guysontheledgeare
hooting as | enter the sunlit pool. Bubbles
rise through the emerald green water, hiss-

Farpure's AsuLEr
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It's pur Sympatex”
Myutery Drytop.

It waterproof,
windproof, and it
breat hes.

all products sterling silver $34 (+5% tax)
informative text and leather thona included
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MounTAIN ANGELS TRADING Co.
PO. Box 4225
KercHum, 1D 83340

To use a ISA or MC credit card call:

| ing as they break the surface. The sun is

shining on me, driving off the chill. Life
doesn't get much better.

It's several minutes before | remember
my ribs, something magically let me switch
off the pain. They'll bother me for a couple
weeks but | never felt them in Helicopter.

The rest of the team makes it through
withvarying degreesd success. Keith Dinger
brushes the curler, braces and finishes per-
fectly. Rick Norman wanders a little too far
left, is flipped by the big curling wave, but
rollsup quickly and staysout o trouble. Tom
Gelder has the most baffling descent. He
punchesthefirst hole, and survivesthecurler.
The final hole flips him, though. He takes
forever toright himself, almost washing into
the undercut. Later Tom says he capsized
because hewas so surprised he'd stayed up-
right so long!

It was a happy group of paddlers that
floated down the canyon that afternoon. We
could deal withtheremaining ClassV's aswe

| saw fit. Helicopter was behind us.

Acoupleyears have passed. |'ve paddled a
lot of milesonalot of rivers sincethen. But
I'll never forget Helicopter. You'vegottarun
it.

01997, Charles Foster

M e Lanjlor

“(free catalog of uniquejewelrygmﬁu‘cts
created by Idaho river guide JC Caccia)
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Kayvaking Sucks

(ingpiration by
Sandow Birk,
urfingmagazine)

When does kayaking fall apart?
When does this rush seeking
lifestyleall crumble?
When it'sdry. Thisiswhen it all
becomes brittle.

ot

— 4
RIOSHoNDURAS

10281 Hwy. 50, Howard, CO 81233
800 293-0336

looking for a new place to paddle?
Join us in Honduras and experience
tropical paddling. We offer a variety
of 1-9 day or custom/guide service
kayak, canoe and raft trips. Some of
our excursions through Ilush rain
forests and exhilarating whitewater
are led by renowned canoeist Bob
Foote and top notch kayakers Mary
Hayes and Phil DeRiemer. Highly
experienced expert guides lead other
kayak and raft trips.

and

Cal for more information

detailed itineraries.

Thenyou realize how dumb kayaking is.

When it's dry you see kayakers playing
tiny waves and pour overs. You see a lone
squirt boater cart wheeling in a lake along-
sidefamiliesand kidson floaties. When your
summer plansincludedriving hoursfor wa-
ter.

This is the point at which you realize
how lamethe kayaking lifestyleis. You real-
ize how kayaking is not any more glamorous
than curling.

You see how boring lifeiswithoutwater.
In the dry season you can't help but realize
how dead Fayettevilleis. Redly,biscuitsmore
than twice aday? It might aswell be Kansas
or lowa; the same amount of water and just
as few women.

The realization of having nothing to do
entersyour mind. Yardwork, fix gear, outfit
boats, fraternize with non-paddlers, watch
paddling flicks, JONES. What's the Forks
like without rafters, booze, hot tub and

Whitewater Instructors and
Raft-Guides

Zoar Outdoor, a growing out-
door center in western
M assachustts, is seeking
motivated, enthusiastic
whitewater instructors and raft
guides for the 1999 season.
Instructors must have current
ACA Whitewater certification.
All river gaff mugt have up-to-
date CPR and Frg Aid. To
request an application write or
cdl before 2/15/99.

Zoar Outoor, PO Box 245
Charlemont, MA 01339
800-532-7483
e-mail: Zoar@crocker.com

moose. Exactly, Moose. It'slikeaghost town.
I'd muchrather beinthecity wherethereare
People, not just hicks and Moose.

When it's dry, kayaking sucks and
kayakers are just losers, slackers and work-
ers, just like everyone else doing the daily
grind.

Through the years the " brotherhood" of
kayakers has been touted, but comewinter,
where are Eric, Ken, Kathy or Tim? Living
their otherwise dreary pathetic livesinsome
dreary existence of work.

When it's winter, a simple thaw excites
you, but then you realize it's still too low to
paddle. Focuson other pursuitsto stifle off
the paddling bug. Girlfriends are happy,
unless they paddle. Fat change, though.
Think what you want, this whole lifestyle of
"oneness" with Mother Nature can't bring
yourain. Look, kayaking isjustasbad asgolf
or heroin, some vise tospend your money on.

Boatsare hung. Faceit, kayaking sucks!
It'sawaste of time, money and effort. Forget
the exercise factor, it's not expanding your
mind or getting you chicks.

Kayaking isfor dorks.

Comewinter you'd rather be in the city
in bars, shops, malls, skiing, all to take your
mind off theobvious. You drown your sorrow
in concerts, playsand drinking.

Until it rains.
Until creeksand rivers swell and
houses flood.
Until you're calling in sick with the
flu to paddle.

Your job thinksyou're Red Sick.
Boofing rocks, scouting killer
drops, surfing big brown waves,
tossing endos in frothy holes,
avoiding strainersand dead sheep.
Then kayaking is the best thing in
the whole entireworld.

Then everything else doesn't mat-
ter, and neither does driving.
Then | wouldn't trade it for any-
thing. Good water, friendsand fun!

Professional sh.. talker, novice

paddler, fellow joneser,
Jesse Fraser
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Iittwiood productions nideo

Ask your local paddling store or findit at
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Premiering atthe Outdoor Retailer, January 31,1999
Club DV8, Salt Lake City, Utah Tickets available now.
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Mountain Surf, Inc., manufacturers of

premium paddling gear, seeks
Marketing Coordinator and Retail

Manager for our Upper Yough, River

Side, Retail Shop. Person(s) must be

By Dave Good

knowledgeable about kayaking and

TheSouth YubaisaCaliforniaclassic. A descent through forested switchbacksto the elli(lv peop|e. Padd“ng Ski||S,

quick easy shuttle puts you on one of the
most accessible high quality classV runsin
Northern California. But with predictable
flows, scheduling an event on the South
Yubaisalwaysachallenge. In1997theriver
level dropped to an unrunnable level just
days before the event. In early May of 1998
rain pushed flows over our cutoff the day
before the class V Chuck's Race, named in
memory of Chuck Kern, wholoved thiscan-
yon. Nevertheless, awild time was had by all,
asthespirit of Chuck wasfeltin thewalls of
the Y uba canyon.

The FTR was held on Initiation Rapid.
Thewaterwashighandtheholesweremeaty.
The run started on a nice wave train where
you could spin and get vertical. Thetop five
finishers were Clay Wright, Lars Holbek,
Brad Brewer, Robert Hogg and Norwood
Scott.

river, where afour mile class IV paddle be-
gins. The competition inthe men'ssolo class
was intense. Davidson Collins beat Lee
Wilhelm by lessthanaminute, although Lee
is at least 10 years older and had a much
shorter boat. Third placewent toLarsHolbek,
followed by Dieter King and Tom Waclo.
Evans Phelps and Hiedi Biber who tied for
first led the solo women. The fastest coed
teamwas Greg Weber on the bikeand Wanda
Shiotsukaontheriver. Themen'steam event
saw Jason Mogschler sizzlingthesingletrack,
so Jeff Martinez could paddle without look-
ing over hisshoulderintofirst place. Natalie
Kanvowski set Mela Breen in position to
capture the top women's team honors.

Lookfor the1999 South Yuba Gathering
next April 24 and 25, just a week after the
Kern River Festival. 1t will include Chuck's
Race and The Pedal/ Paddle Relay.

computer skills, filing, and

organizing skills a strong plus. Call
William Welch @(301) 746-5389 lor
more delails.

R

276 Maple Street, P.0.Box 70
Friendsville,MD 21531

(301) 746-5389

FAX 1301) 746-4089

The relay consisted of an 8 mile moun-
tain bike ridewith an awesome single track
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when it's just too dark to boat

Waterworks Productions
& Bonesteel Films
PRESENT

Winner » "Best of Show" Award

'97 National Paddling Film Festival

Probeinto the psyches of boaters you might

cansider abnormal. Spend an hour looking at a chaotic

| LA

life from water level. This one hour action/documentary

explores "why" we do what we do. - N . 'i :
Winner » "Best Instructional Video" Award | AT e
'98 National Paddling Film Festival f
Createdfor the intermediate to expert, this f
dynamicinstruction videoincludes topics from _

balance, navigationand timing to boofing drops,
linking moves and river strategy.

Presentedby Tom DeCuir
(NOC Kayak Instructor Trainer)

Ak for theas titles a1 your locsl Dutdoar Retailsr

To order by phone: call NOC Mall Ordar at 1-200-367-3521

To arder by mail; please send check for $37.95 for essentiod boat control or $32.95 for The Adveaiures of Johnny Liioh
o WaterWaorks, PO Box 190, Topton, NC 20781 [peice includes shipping and handling
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20" Ocoee Double Header

he rapids of the Olympic

Whitewater Course will thun-

der yet again for the 20th An-
nual Ocoee Double Header, on Satur-
day, April 3 and Sunday, April 4, 1999,
at the Ocoee Whitewater Center in
Ducktown, Tennessee. Presented by
the Atlanta Whitewater Club (AWC)
and the Atlanta Center for Excellence
(ACE), the Ocoee Double-He
tracts national-level whitewater ath-
letes who compete in this two-day
series of slalom (includesdownstream
and upstream gates) and wildwater

(downriver sprint) racing events.

Whitewater racing has been taking place on the
Ocoee River since 1977. According to AWC President
and Volunteer Race Director Steve Vitale, "The Ocoee
DoubleHeader isour club'slargest volunteer effort and
one o the best opportunities our members have to
contribute to the progression o the sport. The Ocoee
Whitewater Center is truly a remarkable resource for [
the Southeastern U.S" Coordinated by the AWC, the -
race will attract over 150toplevel racersfromacrossthe . :
United States, including 1992 and 1996 Olympians. For
many o these athletes, the Double Header servesasan
important “warm-up event" for the National U.S.
Whitewater Slalom Team and Wildwater Team Trias
held annually in May.

Olympian Scott Shipley of Atlanta is always im-
pressed with this event. According to Shipley, "Every
year the Ocoee Double Header stands as the one event
that setsthe pacefor al of usthat head into U.S Team
Trialswith hopes of garnering aspot for the World Cup
Series. Last year's event was especidly exciting given

American Whitewater v January / February 1999
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the use of the 1996 Olympic Course and the
unbelievably stiff competition. It just goesto
demonstratewhat an attraction and training
tool the Olympic Course has become to our
ongoing efforts to win Olympic gold in the
upcoming Quadrennium."

Thetwo-day eventwill consist of onerace
eachday onadifferentslalom course. Twenty-
five downstream and upstream slalom gates
will be placed by veteran coursedesigner and
Olympic Coach Mike Larimer of Kennesaw,
Georgia. According to Coach Larimer, pre-
paring thisyear's course provides an oppor-
tunity for him to assess his own skills as a
coach. "In designing the course, | will try to
setaseriesd problemswhichtheathletewill
be required to solve by using the techniques
be or she has learned. The athletes best able
tosolvethetechnical, physiological and psy-
chological problems associated with the sla-
lom course will have the best results. The
coursewill help meto evaluate not only the
problem-solving abilities d the athletes but
my own effectiveness as a coach.”

Organizers expect a number of Olympi-
ansto participate, including Adam Clawson,
Eric Giddens, Lecky Haller, Cathy Hearn,
David Hearn, Horace Holden, Joe Jacobi, and

Scott Shipley, aswell asveteran members of
the U.S. Slalom and Wildwater Teams, such
as Rebecca Bennett, Adam Boyd, David Hepp,
Steve Isenberg, Barry Kennon, Matt Taylor,
Steve Thomasand Dave Wallace. (Toregister
for the race, call Registrar Cathy Rowan at
706-546-1968.)

Doris Babcock, Executive Director and
Board Chair of ACE, sees the Ocoee Double
Header as a great "point of entry” for indi-
vidualsand familiesinterested inwhitewater
boating on both the competitive and recre-
ational levels." The Ocoee Double Header not
only bringselitelevel athletes back tothesite
o the 1996 Olympic competition, but also
the publicto get asense for the tremendous
excitement of whitewater slalom and
wildwater racing."

As multi-year volunteer Race Director
Beth Wilson explains, the 1999 Ocoee Double
Header promisestobe"internationally promi-
nent" as well. "This year, in collaboration
with the American Canoe Association, the
1999 Double Header will proudly feature two
Pan-American Wildwater Races during the
weekend. An international field of competi-
tors will include wildwater athletes from
South, Central and North America in two

Costa Rica

L]

Rios

COYOR e TBUEASREE™  Shuttle service only.

We know Costa Rica and its rivers,

www.CostaRicaRios.com

Rocky Mountain Outdoor Center
10281 Hwy. 50. Howard, Colorado 81233
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? E-Mail rmoc@compuserve.com

For more information
Call 8002555784

Surf http://www.rmoc.com

The Arkansas River provides an extraordinary classroom for leading the art of paddling
a kayak or canoe. RMOC is right in the middle of one hundred miles of beautiful river,
ranging from easy first-day-in-a-boat water to the stuff experts dream about. We can
always match your skills and desires with the right stretch of water.

Ne offer weekend seminars, private instruction, custom designed instructional
sackages and ACA Instructor and River Rescue certification.

daysaf racessanctioned by the International
Canoe Federation. We are proud to host an
international field o athletesatthesited the
1996 international Olympic competition.”

The Double Header represents the col-
laborative efforts of a number of agencies,
which have offered assistanceto the AMC in
presenting this event. The event's planning
committee gratefully acknowledges the par-
ticipation and assistancedf the U.SD.A. For-
est Service, the Tennessee Valey Authority,
the Tennessee Department o Environment
and Conservation Park Bureau, and the Polk
County Chamber of Commerce.

Atlanta Whitewater Club

TheAtlantaWhitewater Club (AWC)was
founded by a dedicated group of Atlanta's
kayakersand canoers to provide educational
services and events that increase the enjoy-
ment, safety and skills of paddlers at every
level o the sport. Proceeds from the Ocoee
Double Header enable the club to continue
efforts to conserve and protect the region's
rivers through education, advocacy and
hands-on-clean-up projects. For moreinfor-
mation on the Atlanta Whitewater Club, call
Dawn Findley at 404-296-1820.

The Atlanta Center for Excellence

Recognized as an officia training "cen-
ter of excellence" by the United States Canoe
and Kayak Team, the Atlanta Center for Ex-
cellence (ACE)was established a decade ago
throughtheeffortsd theAtlantaWhitewater
Club, and thetwo organizations haveworked
togethertopresent the Ocoee Double Header
ever since. ACE existsto introduce, promote
and advancewhitewater slalom racing inthe
metropolitan Atlantaareafor paddlersd all
ages; itsultimate objectiveistodeveloplocal
paddlersinto national team caliber athletes.
Moreimportant, however, is ACE's commit-
ment to the sport o whitewater racingasan
opportunity for individuals to pursue per-
sonal excellencein a directed, focused envi-
ronment.

Inearly 1999, ACEwill introduce" Project
2004," an exciting new initiative to expand
thesport of whitewater slalom at every level.
First conceived in January, 1998, Project
2004 encompasses participants from ACE's
three primary development groups includ-
ing elite national team athletes, junior and
development athletes, and participants in
ACE's "junior outreach programs. As ACE
Board Chair Doris Babcock describesit, the
Project 2004 program "will provideaway for
interestedyoung peopleto“experiment”with
thesport. Inaddition, it will also enable ACE
to identify athletes with true potential and
support those athletes in their individual
questsfor the 2000 and 2004 Olympics.” For
more information about the Atlanta Center
of Excellence, cal DorisBabcock at 770-937-
5073.
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Put Your Paddling Images To wm For the Bwers

or the 16th year the National Paddllng

Film Festival is seeking help from you,

the imaginative boater and artist, to
continue toexist. The beauty, entertainment
,excitement, information, compassion, hu-
mor and competition that hasmadethe NPFF
aunique and fun eventwould not be possible
with out your continued support.

By entering your amateur or professional
images in the 1999 NPFF competition on
February 26,27,1999 you are automatically
contributing to paddlesports. All profitsfrom
the NPFFgotoAmerican Whitewater, Ameri-
can Canoe Association, and other waterway
conservation efforts across the country. Re-
sides helping the rivers, lakes, oceans and
streamsweall paddleyou canalso helpyour-

self to $100 cash, anew Lexmark 5700 series _|

printer, recognition, promotion and profits
for your talents.

Win $100!

Enter the1999 NPFF" River Safety Poster

Contest.” In thiscompetition poster entries
from 3 age groups; under 8yrs.9-15yrs, and
16. Each age group will viefor a$100 cash
award. Posters will be voted on by the
NPFF audience.Posters should have a
theme. They should be no larger than:
17.5x 25 inches in finished size. Digital
entries are also accepted, can take any
format and may be sent viathe internet
using your Netscape or Explorer
browser. Please contact the NPFF for
details on submitting your digital en-
try. Email : 99entry@surfbwa.org. Win-
ners will be printed courtesy of
Lexmark,Inc. and distributed nation-
wide to enhance River safety aware-
ness. Age categories : 8 and under;
9-15years; 16 to adult.

River Safety Poster Competiton
Deadline: 2/26/99

Win a Mew Lexmark
Printer!

The easiest way to become a contributor
and a competitor at the 1999 Festival is to
enter the "Best Paddling Image" competi-
tion. In this audience judged competition,
still photographic 35mm slides of actual
scenesor virtual computer generated images
will competefor the Best of NPFFaward. New
in 1999 thanks to Lexmark,Inc., the printer
folks from Lexington, KY, are generously
donating a free 5700 series, photographic
quality, printer to thewinner o the Digita

American Whitewater

Enter the1999 NPFF

| Imagedivision aswell asprovidingan8X 10,
high resolution, color printout of every 1999
NPFF Digital 1mage entry!

2 entries/person are permitted $5 entry
fee/person All Entries will compete thereis
no prejudging. 35mm slideswill bereturned
after competition only if a self addressed
stamped mailer isincluded. Please besureto
mark your name, address, and phone num-
ber on each slide entered. Digita entries can
take any format and may be sent via the
internet using your Netscape or Explorer
browser. Please contact the NPFFfor details
on submitting your digital entry. Email :
99%entry<& urfbwa.org

Best Paddling lmaqe Competiton

Tty a paddiing club, waterway conservation
organization or commercial outdoor enter-
prise interested in raising funds for local
waterway conservation efforts.

Plan to attend the first NPFF Roadshow
Wednesday Feb. 17,1999 in Bozeman,MT at
the Emerson

Cultural Center sponsored by Rapid Dis-
coveries, Inc. kayak sales and instruction.
Please contact Rapid Discoveries, Inc.
(406)582-8110 for info or
rapidd@gomontana.com

Everyone's
Gontrihution to the

Daaning: 228 0

Have Your Video
F.ntry Seen \orass the

Country in the “NPFF
Roadshow™!

In an exciting innovation for 1999 the
| "NPFF Roadshow" has been created to give
the paddling public unable to attend the
NPFF competition in Lexington, KY an op-
portunity to view the latest and best in
paddlesport videosand raiseeven moremoney
for paddlesports. The Roadshow issponsored

NPFF Makes $S for the
Rivers!

Thanksto legions d volunteers
from the Bluegrass Wildwater
Association,and our generous Ma
jor Contributors; Dagger, Paddler
Magazine, Perception, and Wave
Sport, our NPFF donors: Boof Gear,
Canoe Kentucky, Madawaska Kanu
Center, Menasha Ridge Press, Moun-
tain Surf, Nantahala Outdoor Center,
New Wave, Performance Video, Phillip
Gall's Outdoor and Ski, Prijon, and
Sidewinder Paddles and NPFF spon-
sors: Teva, Salamander, River Sports,
Vid Jewel Sports, Live Oak Tech. Lunatic
Apparel, Russell Fork Trading Co.,
Stohlquist, Patagonia, Enviroaction
Sports, Trout Lips Video, and Perkins
Resturant the NPFF continues to contrib-
ute thousands d dollars to waterway con-
servation.

So don't despair that paddling season is
over! Join in the fun and please plan to
contribute to, and attend the 1999 National
Paddling Film Festival. We can't do it with
out youl

Deadline for Motion Competition: January

T29. 1999

For more information please contact:
NPFF

124 Hilltop Dr.

Richmond,KY 40475

email: 99npff @surfbwa.org

Visit the NPFF website: www.surfbwa.org/
npff
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Book Revielw

Demon River Apurimac

by J. Calvin Giddings; University of Utah Press, 1996, 290 pages, paper,

Reviewed by Charlie Walbridge

Last spring after the Cheat Race | rode up from Jenkinsburg with Mike Giddings. As
we talked | realized hisfather was Cal Giddings, alongtime AWA director who lead two
expeditionsin the mid 70's down Peru's Apurimac River. Hetold me that hisfather was
now dead, but his account of these explorations, Demon River Apurimac, has been
published. Since it isavailable at Amazon.com, | got on lineand ordered it with aclick
of my mouse.

What atale it isl The second trip in 1975 was an ambitious 33 day self-supported
expedition down oned the deepest gorgesin theworld. The group paddled and portaged
over two hundred miles of river, dropping over 7,000 feet from the alpine zone to the
jungle! Personnel included longtime AWA executivedirector Jim Sindelar and two other
men. A brief account was published in American Whitewater, but this is a lot more
detailed.

Thisrun, madein 13 fiberglasshoats, wasthe most impressive exploratory trip of its
era. Great obstacles, including the incredible Chasm of the Acobambain the gutsdf the
mighty Villacamba Range, had to be traversed. Giddingsfrankly recountsthe fearsand
stresses d the journey and theinterpersonal tensions that developed within the group.
It's not pretty, but itishonest. Thisisgood reading for paddlers, and especially for those
interested in expedition boating and exploratory paddling in South America.
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-Affordable riverboats
for commercial or

¥ strong & durable material
¥ reinforced seams inside & out
¥ easy handling & manesuverabilit

232BanksRd. T
[ravelers Rest, SC 29690

ph-864-836-2800

118 5404

Worldwide
Whitewater
Kayaking

L8 |

Kayah the Ealth's P;neat?ﬁt

~rivers in style with SWA's
~world class guu:l es.
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. Beglnner Expert *
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. Elg boat “selection
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> Kayak or raft LR
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1-800-58KAYAK

1-800-585-2925
PO Box 262 = Howard, OO 81233
e-mall: kayakswa@bewellnet.com
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Women's K-1

Shannon Carroll ........ooue 12:10
Hope Concannon .........cccse i L 13:28
Men's K-1

Jason Hale.....ccccvusinanisanes - 11:28
John Stockdill ................ 11:30
Greg Hosking .......ccocuee 11:34
B.J. Johnson ........ccceineeee 11:36
Brvan Jennings .....ccoeeee 11:49
Eric Strittmatfer .....ommmem 11302
Bryvan KirK .eeccniiiiannnss 11:53
Joe Pugh 12:02
(1, 15 T3 | (7] — « 12:06
Matt TeITY coeerrennsnnsansnnas e 12221
Allister Donald .......ccune e 12528
Eric Henderson ..ussssses i 1 0200
05T I s 12231
LTRSS —— - 12:45

iy +o B TIT (41 e U v R S G

12:58
.. 12:59

e 13210

Chris Hipgrave ..ccoesee

..... 9:58

Jeff Smpder «iossnsnsnssass
Boone Brothers .......

wee 10:23
we 10251

i!lgl!ll E II'- I

Andy Bridge ......ccovnn. ool e e 11223

Harry Field ......ccomieie

Men's OC-1
Paul Fantetti .....cooues

e 14257

...... 16:22

Men's Strider
Colby Mackley ...commeiee

we 18237

For tha fired time in the race’™s hislory, & sirider entered (his class W
competition. Collyy Mackley makes & kook gasy & he comes thriegh the
boltom portion of Climan during the 1998 Russell Fork Race

All Photos by J.A Hinton € 1938

Russe
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Hacer Boone Brothers barsts throwgh the mul-
tiple drops of El Horenda in his wildwater boat

Ty —

=

s S

Chris Hipgraves, winner o the wildwaler divi-

sinn. compleies the last portion of El Horende
I !

Harrv Ficld boals through the
Hight ol of Climax.

B —— e —

American Whitewater

- e
Russ

COIltiIlue som JAHinton®

The only i haaler |.;I'||:l"¢'. Paul Fanletti,
comes over the boliom drop of Climax.

el Fork ac:e

All Photos by
1998

Paul Fanieiti was nat only the single competi-
tor in the epen boal division, but he also lockid
up lhe swimming calegory as he proves that
nathing iz golmg to stop him fram completing
this race.




CASCADE

than some of the Paris-fashion-show, waif-model type hatls you've been lusting after? You bet.
ef driver or some g.d. fashion slave? You have the right to help lower the risk of death or serious injury,
ﬂ. {It's right there in the Constitution...somewhere...we think.) Exercise that right with Cascade.
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ADK Genesee Chapter B
&6 Jerry Hargrave
47 Thorpe Crescent
Rochester. NY 14616

ADK Schenectady
P.0. Box 733
Schenectady, NY 12301

Adobe Whitewater Club
P.0. Box 3835
Albuguerque, NM 87190

AMC Berkshire Chapter
¢/0 Mike Zabre

34 Russell Street
Greenfield, MA 01301

AMC Boston Chapter
¢/0 Matt Gaunt
5Clark Court, Apt. 2B
Gardner, MA 01440

AMC Connecticut Chapter
¢/0 Jan Larkin

151 Hamilton Drive
Manchester, CT 06040

AMC Delaware Valley Chapter
c/o Lorraine Leander

21 Estate Circle

Sugarloaf, PA 18249

AMC Maine Chapter
c/o Wolfgang W. Kaiser
P.0. Box 331
Woolwich, ME 04579

AMC New Hampshire Chapter
¢/o Stanley J. Solomon

4 Whittier Road

Lexington, MA 02173-1717

AMC New York

¢/o Trudy L. Wood
41W. 96th St, Apt. 3C
New York, NY 10025

AMC SE. Mass.

¢/o Mark Klim

49 Record Street
Stoughton, MA 02072

America Outdoors
P.0. Box 10847
Knoxville, TN 37939

Club Andino Bariloche
20 de Febrero 30
(8400) Bariloche
Argentina

Appalachian Paddling
Enthusiasts

c/lo YMCA

P.0. Box 60

Erwin, TN 37650

Arkansas Canoe Club
P.O. Box 1843
Little Rock, AR 72203

Atlanta Whitewater Club
P.0. Box 33
Clarkston, GA 30021

Austin Outdoor Gear and
Kuidance Inc.

J411NIH 35

Austin, TX 78722

ladger State Boating Society
78 Karin Papenhausen
918E. Knapp #5

Wilwaukee, Wi 53202

Bayou City Whitewater Club
2.0. Box 980782
douston, TX 77098

Jeartooth Paddlers
2.0. Box 20432
3illings, MT 59104

3enscreek Canoe Club
315 Sunberry Street Ext.
lohnstown, PA 15904

3irmingham Canoe Club
20.Box 951
3irmingham, AL 35201

3lue Ridge River Runners
P.0O. Box 10243
Lynchburg, VA 24501

Blue Ridge Voyageurs
¢/o Larry Gladieux
208 Jefferson Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Bluegrass Wildwater Assoc.
P.0. Box 4231
Lexington, KY 40544

Boat Busters Anonymous
2961 Herningway Ave.
QOakdale, MN 55128

Buck Ridge Ski Club
P.O. Box 179
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

Burned Out Canoe Club
¢/o Fred Vaughn

Box 15

McConnell, WV 25646

Sean Mannion

Canadian Rivers Council
P.0. Box 212

Bryson, QUE JOX 1HO
Canada

Canoe Club of Greater
Harrisburg

c/o Mary Klaue

RD. 1, Box 421
Middleburg, PA 17842

Canoe Cruisers Association
¢/0 Mac Thornton

6467 Wishbone Terrace
Cabin John, MD 20818-1707

Carolina Canoe Club
P.0. Box 12932
Raleigh, NC 27605

Tarolina Paddlesports Film
Festival

fo Clay Brennecke
=720 Portobello Road
fiolumbia, SC 29206

flentral Georgia River Runners
1.0. Box 6563
#acon, GA 31208

gentral New York Whitewater
#lub

76 Nancy Howells

8R 1, Box 77D

Morrisville, NY 13408

Bhattooga River Frisbee and
“addling Club

8 John Snell

lox 603

Yanielsville, GA 30632

shicago Whitewater Assoc
78 Marge Cline

343N. Portage

*alatine, IL 60067

(ate Robinson

>hico Paddleheads
12428 Genterville Road
Shico, CA 95928

>hota Canoe Club
>.0. Box 8270
Jniversity Station
¢noxville, TN 37916
!..I.'._..'. .-I.'_.I
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Poteriees-iy 1 3655-8585

Slemson Whitewater Club

251 Fike Recreation Center
3ox 344015

Slemson, SC 29634-4015

Slub Adventure

>/o Adventure Quest
2.0.Box 184
WNoodstock, VT 05091

Coastal Canoeists Inc.
P.O. Box 566
Richmond, VA 23218-0566

Colorado Rocky Mtn. School
t/o Bob Campbell

1493Rd. 106

Carbondale, 00 81623

Colorado Whitewater
Association

P.O. Box 4315

Englewood, Q0 80155-4315

Coosa River Paddling Club
¢/o Lonnie Carden
Southern Trails, Inc.

5143 Atlanta Highway
Montgomery, AL 36109

A T

Sorneli Outdoor Education
Program
/o Paul Kempner
BB The Field House, Campus
Road
thaca, NY 14853
Y i T EE—— |
4 L B 5004

i .
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iastern River Expeditions
iJo Dave Kareken

30x 1173 Moosehead Lake
3reenville, ME 04441

ZRC, Building 89

diking and Canoeing Club
iastman Road

<ingsport, TN 37662

“airbanks Paddlers
2.0. Box 83329
~airbanks, AK 99708

~oothills Paddling Club
P.O. Box 6331
Greenville, SC 29606

Friends of the River

Long Beach/Orange County
Chapter

t/o Marvin Panzer

5122 Greencap Avenue
Irvine, CA 92714

Garden State Canoe Club

¢/o Joseph Pylka

30 N. Greenwood Avenue, Apt. D
Hopewell, NJ 08252

Georgia Canoeing Assoc.
P.0. Box 7023
Atlanta, GA 30357

Georgia Tech ORGT
¢/o Suzanne Beaumont
SAC-0110

Atlanta, GA 30332

G.LOP.

clo James Tibensky
P.0. Box 2576
Chicago, IL 60690

Gold Country Paddlers

¢/0 Michael Bean

1050 Ralston Avenue, Apt. 14
Belmont, CA 94002

Grand Canyon Private Boaters
Assn.

P.0. Box 2133

Flagstaff, AZ 86003

Greater Baltimore Canoe Club
P.0. Box 591
Ellicott City, MD 21041-1841

Headwaters Paddlina Assoc.
Box 1392
Bozeman, MT 59715

Joltwood Hooligans
>/o Dave Rostad
32 Marcia Lane
_ancaster, PA 17601

American Whitewater V January/ February 1999
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doofer Outing Club

i76 Mike Sklavos, Water Safety
viemorial Union

300 Langdon Street

ViAdison, Wi 53706

oosier Canoe Club

3o Dave Ellis

7650 Poplar Road
3rownsburg, IN 46112-8412

Jousatonic Area Canoe & Kayak
Squad

78 Robert Beringer

12 Boltis Street

WIE Kisco, NY 10549

Huntsville Canoe Club
P.O. Box 52
Huntsville, AL 35804-0052

|daho Rivers United
t/0 Wendy Wilson
Box 633

Boise, ID 83701

|daho State Outdoor Pam.
t/o Ron Watters

Box 8118, ISU

Pocatello, ID 83209

Jackson Hole Kayak Club
P.0. Box 9201
Jackson, WY 83002-9201

JPL Hiking & Backpacking Club
¢/0 Philip G. Mullen

3628 El Caminito #A

La Crescenta, CA 91214-1713

Kansas City Whitewater Club
¢/o G. Rebecca Stark

5600 Kenwood Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64110

Kayak & Canoe Club of Boston
¢/o Roger Belson

Box 526

Henniker, NH 03242

Kayaking I-IV

c/o Schumacher

471 Hagemann Dr.
Livermore, CA 94550

KCCNY

¢/o Pierre De Rham
P.0. Box 195
Garrison, NY 10524

Keelhaulers Canoe Club
¢/o Cathy Schilling
3384 Marcella Avenue
Stow, OH 44224

Kent State University Kayak Club
191 MACC Annex
Kent, OH 44242

Kern River Alliance
PO. Box 93
Kernville, CA 93238

-ansing Oar & Paddle Club
370 Karl Pearson

710 Box 26254

_ansing, M1 48909
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Leaping Lounge Hzards
¢/o Rick Norman

3437 E. Green St.
Pasadena, CA 91757

Ledyard Canoe Club
Box 9
Hanover, NH 03755

Lehigh Valley Canoe Club
P.O. Box 4353
Bethlehem, PA 18018-0353

Lower Columbia Canoe Club
¢/0 Russ Pascoe

6009 NE 35th Circle
Vancouver, WA 98661-7229

Meramec River Canoe Club
c/o Earl Biffle

26 Lake Road

Fenton, MO 63026

Merrimack Valley Paddlers
¢/o George May

157 Naticook Road
Merrimack, NH 03054

Mesa State Outdoor Program
1175 Texas Avenue
Grand Junction, CO 81501

Metropolitan Canoe & Kayak
P.O. Box 021868
Brooklyn, NY 11202-0040

Midwest Foundation for
Whitewater Excellence

7187 Manchester Road
St. Louis, MO 63143

Missouri Whitewater Assoc.
P.0. Box 3000
St. Louis, MO 63130

Mohawk Canoe Club
15 Andrea Lane
Trenton, NJ 08619

Monocacy Canoe Club
P.0. Box 1083
Frederick, MD 21702

Mount Washington Valley
Paddlers

¢/0 Ron Tafsar

P.0. Box 806

Franconia, NH 03580-0806

The Mountaineers
300 Third Avenue West
Seattle, WA 98119

Moxie Gore Paddling Club
P.O. Box 455
South Paris, ME 04281-3455

NORS

¢/o Mary McCurdy

Box 6847

Colorado Springs, CO 80904

Northwest Outdoor Physnits
P.O. Box 43
Leavenworth, WA 98826

Northwest Rafters Association
P.0. Box 19008
Portland, OR 97219

NOVA Riverunners Inc
P.O. Box 1129
Chickaloon, AK 99674

Ohio Valley Whitewater Club
¢/o Sue Dean

818 East Riverside Drive
Evansville, IN 47713

Olympic Raft and Guide Service
David King

239521 Highway 101

Port Angeles, WA 98363

Ontario Voyageurs Kayak Club
P.O. Box 41

Adelaide Post Office

Toronto, Ontario M5C 2H8
Canada

Oregon Kayak and Canoe Club

P.O. Box 692
Portland, OR 97207

Outdoor Adventure Club
P.O. Box 402
Dayton, OH 45404

Outdoor Adventure Program
Bldg. 2807
Mt. Home AFB, ID 83648-5000

Outdoor Centre of New England
10 Pleasant St.
Millers Falls, MA 01349

Ozark Mountain Paddlers
P.O. Box 1581
Springfield, MO 65801

Ozark Wilderness Waterways
P.0. Box 16032
Kansas City, MO 64112

Paddle Trails Canoe Club
P.O. Box 24932
Seattle, WA 98124

Paddlina Bares
P.0. Box 22
Milltown, NJ 08850-0022

Palmetto Paddlers
¢/0 Mandy Maier
284 Shoreline Drive
Columbia, SC 29212

Perception Kayak Club
¢/o Perception Inc.
111 Kayaker Way
Easley, SC 29640

Philadelphia Canoe Club
4900 Ridge Ave.
Philadelphia, PA #5128

Pikes Peak Whitewater Club
c/o Seibel

700 Divide South Drive
Divide. 00 80814

Proiect Challenge

8306 Mills Brive; #1858
Miami, FL 33183

Kim Soule

Rapidsmile

1007 Aragon Street

Iron Mountain, MI 49801

Rhode Island Canoe Association
¢/o Dave Hevner

254 Bailey Woods Road
Brooklyn, CT 06234

Susan DeFoe

The River Alliance
236 Stoneridge Drive
Columbia, SC 29210

River Rendezvous
P.O. Box 888
Telluride, CO 81435

River Touring Section

Sierra Club - Angeles Chapter
c/o Dave Ewoldt

9624 Saluda Avenue
Tijunga, CA 91042

River Touring Section

Sierra Club -John Muir Chapter
¢/o Fred Juergens

5117 Minocqua Crescent
Madison, W1 53705-1319

Rivers Council of Washington
1731 Westlake Avenue North.
#202

Seattle, WA 98109-3043

Roanoke County Parks & Rec.
¢/0 Bill Sgrinia

1206 Kessler Mill Road
Salem, VA 24153

Rockv Mountain Canoe Club
P.0. Box 280284
Lakewood, CO 80228-0284

San Joaquin Paddlers
P.0.Box 595
Friant, CA 93626

San Juan College Outdoor
Program

4601 College Boulevard
Farmington, NM 87402

Scenic River Tours
703 West Tomichi Avenue
Gunnison, CO 81230

Sequoia Paddling Club
P.0. Box 1164
Windsor, CA 95492

Shasta Paddlers
¢/o Kevin Lewis
4641 Hornbeck Lane
Anderson, CA 96007

Sierra Club Loma Prieta
c/o Dave Kim

3309 Oxford Lane

San Jose, CA 95117

Sierra Club RTS

¢/o Wini Heppler

18 Columbia Circle
Berkeley, CA 94708-2104

Sierra Nevada WW Club
3485 Zion
Reno, NV 89503

Small World Adventures
P.O. Box 3214
Crested Butte, CO 81224

Smith River Valley Canoe Club
cl/o Harry B. Rhett, President
15 Cleveland Avenue
Martingville, VA 24112

Southwestern Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 120055
San Antonio, TX 78212

Spokane Canoe & Kayak Club
P.0. Box 819
Spokane, WA 99210

Steep Creek Films
4104 Shoal Creek Boulevard
Austin, TX 78756

Strokers Paddle Club
P.O. Box 2285
Tuscaloosa, AL 35403

Texas Whitewater Assoc.
P.O. Drawer 5429
Austin, TX 78763

Three Rivers Paddling Club
¢/0 Bruce Berman

1151 King Avenue
Pittshurgh, PA 15206

Three Rivers Resort & Outfitters
P.O. Box 339
Almont, C0 81210

Toledo River Gang
¢/0 Charlie Schultz
2321 Broadway, Apt. 5
Toledo, OH 43609

Triad River Runners
P.O. Box 24094
Winston-Salem, NC 27114-4094

U. of Maine at Machias
Library

9 O'Brien Ave.
Machias, ME 04654

University of Tennessee
Canoe & Hiking Club
2106 Andy Holt Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37996-2900

University of Utah

Outdoor Recreation Program
Building 420

Salt Lake, UT 84112

USU Canoe & Kayak Team
¢/0 Jean Lown

UMC 2910, USU

Logan, UT 84322-2910

Vermont Paddlers Club
¢/o Eric Bishop
RR 3, Box 440
Jericho, VT 05465-9202
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Viking Canoe Club
P.O. Box 32263
Louisville, KY 40232

Washington Kayak Club
P.0. Box 24264
Seattle, WA 98124-0264

Waterline

c/o Irv Tolles

103 Bay Street
Manchester, NH 03104

Water Wolf

c/o Joe Powell

P.O. Box 3341
Telluride, CO 81435

West Virginia Wildwater Assoc.
P.0. Box 8413
S. Charleston, WV 25303

Western Carolina Paddlers
P.O. Box 8541
Asheville, NC 28814

Wildwater Boating Club of
Central Pennsylvania

¢/o Ann Guss

3825 S. Atherton Street
State College, PA 16801

Willamette Kayak & Canoe Club
P.O. Box 1062

Corvallis, OR 97339

Yayasan Arung Jeram Indonesia
J1. Bungur Raya 113, Depok
Jakarta, Indonesia 16432

Zoar Valley Paddling Club

¢/0 Ken Ahlstrom

46 Albany Avenue
Dunkirk, NY 14048

Get
connecled.
Become
an AW
Affiliate
today!
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The Thing

Barry Smith Heading for the Thing, Oceana
Rapids on the Tallulah Gorge, GA.

Photo by Julie Keller©
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B Eric Jackson shows his Versatility

i regy Maore
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Congratulations to all : _ .
F—f Team Wave Sport for a A S T O H
rippin’ ‘98 season WSresults — = : 3 1T e
incdludea clean sweep of thetop . ' e T

three placesin bot h Men's & Women' sNOWR Pomt Series Championships, Individual rodeo wins: 42 first places,

33 second places, 26 third places, Far more about Wave Sort, call (970)736-0080 ar surf www.wavesport.com
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