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- Don't look back.

There are places where it's just you and the river.
You've left your deadlines at the put in. Rush hour
gridlock has been replaced with tight drops.

The timeclock has given way to split-second
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Friends
Remember Jm
Sheppard

by Harrison Metzger

It wasa cold day last winter, tempera-

tureswell below freezing, when thetele-
phone rang and | heard that familiar, up-
beat voice. 1t wasJim Sheppard, calling
toseeif | wanted to go boating on the
Nolichucky, French Broad or Watauga-
someicy wild river. | can't remember
which.

| told him it wasalittle too coldfor
me. After many trips paddling in near
freezing conditions, | had decided to limit
my boating to days whenthe mercury at
|east reached the50s. Undaunted, Jim
called othersfrom hislonglist of pad-
dling friends to find someone brave and
hardy enough to accompany himon his
ice-breaking excursion.

Last Sunday night | came hometo six
flashes on my answering machine- all
friendscallingtotell meJimhaddiedin
a kayaking accident on the French
Broad's West Fork near Lake Towaway.

Asthe bad news registered | thought
back to that cold day last winter and re-
membered something about Jim -
whitewater paddlingwas hislife.

"He was asenthusiastic about pad-
dlingasanyonel've ever met," said 28
year old Charles"Heath" Cowart, who
waswith Jim and tried to save hislifeon
Saturday morning. "If you sat down with

Editor:

Emeritus Editor: ChrisKoll

Jim, hewould talk about nothing but
kayakingfor a half hour."

Asword o theaccident spread
through western North Carolina's pad-
dling community Sunday and Monday,
friends were remembering Jim, a 53-
year-old father of three grown children.

" Jim was probably the most active
person for hisage I've ever known," said
45year-old Ned Steadman, Transylvania
County's 1995 Teacher of the Year and an
expert kayaker who paddlied often with
Jim.

At Brevard's DuPont plant, where
Jim worked as senior research engineer,

| friends were mourning hisdeath. He had

worked there 27 years.

"I think pretty much everyone wasin
shock over it...” said Joe Roark of Horse
Shoe, an electrical engineer at the plant
and kayaking companion.

"It's close to home. Youaways hear
about someone drowningonariver
somewhere, but most of thetime these
peoplearen't kayakers-and very rarely
kayakersof Jim's experience."

Jim ran whitewater for thesamerea-
sons| and countlessother paddlersdo:
thethrill and challenge of takingona
power bigger than yourself, in the con-
text of theintimate beauty and mystery
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But Jim took the sport to another
level, pushing thelimitson thesouth's
most difficult rivers- riversthat chal-
lenged paddlers half hisage.

Just theday beforehisdeath Jim and
Cowart had kayaked the Green River
Narrows, considered one of the most dif-
ficult and dangerous whitewater runsin
theeast. After dozensof runs, Jim had
worked up to tackling Gorilla, a 20 plus
foot complex waterfall considered the
worst ontheriver, onethat deservesits
classV+ rating.

On Saturday morning, Cowart and
Jim decided to kayak the West Branch, a
short steep creek with aseries of three
waterfallsrated classV, followed by sev-
eral rapidsrated |V. The water level was
high but not flooding.

Thepair paddled thethree waterfalls
successfully and were enteringalong
rapid named " Pinball"* when the accident
occurred.

Jim, who was paddling a new boat and
had never run the West Branch before,
rolled -just before washing into a hy-
draulic which trapped, surfed and, even-
tually, recirculated him.

By thetime Cowart reached Jim
downstream, after he had flushed out of
thereversal, Jim wasfloating face down.
Hedid not respond to 45 minutesof CPR.
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(For a more detailed account of this
accident, see the Safety section of thisis
sueof American Whitewater.)

Friends remember Ji m as someone
eager to share hisgiftswith those less ex-
perienced.

Roark was among a group of adozen
or so paddlersfrom the DuPont plant who
learned to roll and paddle kayaks at the
Henderson County YMCA under thetute-
lage of Jim and fellow plant worker John
Bayless. Jim organized theroll sessions
in 1983.

"1'd get out and paddle with those
folks. They wereall experts compared to
myself,” Roark said. "They led usdown a
lot of rivers, told uswhereto go and
where not to go. They wereaways there
watchingout for us."

| also met Jim at the YMCA, where he
taught me how toroll a kayak about eight
years ago. Hewasthere when | first
paddled my open canoe down Wilson
Greek Gorge, a stunning stream near
Lenoir.

| often would see Jim at Asheville's

| BeHere Now music hall, where heliketo

socializeand join the Contradances.
Thelast time our pathscrossed was
on the Chatooga. Jim, who had finally
givenupontrying to get meto switch
from canoe to kayak, yelled out a quick

"How are you?" and flashed asmileashe
passed meinarapid.

Jim wasafounding member of the
Western Carolina Paddlersand an active
member of the AWA, who volunteered at
the Ocoee Rodeo and Gauley Festival.

Thedeath of apaddler as prominent
and talented as Jim will leave many of
hi s boating acquai ntancesthinking about
their own mortality. Some may take ex-
trasafety precautions: paddlein larger
groups or avoid runsat high water. Still
boaterswill argue - probably correctly -
that they encounter more dangersdriv-
ingtoand from theriver than on it.

For myself, the experience of con-
fronting the clash of raging whitewater
and immovable rock will remain as pow-
erful asthe gravity that creates the rap-
idsand thefalls. For therearefew times
| feel asaliveaswhen | look back up at
some monstrousrapid after runningit,
pulse racing and drenched with the
river's water and power.

Jim Sheppard knew that feeling of-
ten. Andknowing himasasl| did. | doubt
hewould trade ftis considerable hours
running whitewater for anything.

Excerpted from an articlefirst pub-
lished November 14in the
Hendersonville, North Carolina Times-
News, with the author's permission.
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LETTERS....%..

Dea Editor,

| just want to say how much | appreci-
ateall of theincrediblethingsthat the
AWA accomplishes on our behalf, includ-
ing the publication of American
Whitewater. Bob Gedekoh and theentire
staff doagreat job. Furthermore,
Jonathan Katz isafreakin’ genius. Just
make damn sure that you don't lose him
to Hollywood.

Sincerely,
Bob Cipol etti
Albuguerque, NM

CLASS VI KIDS?7

Dear Perception/AWA Editor:

Today | read the Fall 1995issue of
KavakinaKids, a newsl etter sponsored by
Perception. Thearticlefeaturing Jack
Ruch amazed me.

Only afew daysago | read the AWA
article about kayaking kidsand was
blown away by the article with Woody
and the kids he took on the Upper Green.

I thought, thisis both scary and awe-
some! | felt jealousthat | hadn't started
kayaking at an early age...I thought about
thelack o good judgment that findsits
way into every kayaker's life at some
time or the other...Sometimes it's because
wereally want something bad enough
that weignore thelittle things, likefear
and thefacts. Sometimesit's just that we
don't know enough to know better.

So,likel said, | wasamazed. Here's
an eleven year old kid, who, in practically
the samebreath, states that hisfavorite
river isthe Upper Yough, but that he
needsto improve hisroll because he's not
very good at kayaking yet, so he'll haveto
practice so hecan get out in BIG water.
Excuse me. The Upper Yough isn't big
water?

In my own career | have unfortu-
nately found that experience isoften
what you get when you didn't get what
you wanted. Judgment calls can beright
or wrong and hopefully, theprice paidis
affordable. Some paddlersclaim they
won't paddle anything that they wouldn't

swim. I'd rather not paddle anything that '

I might swim! Good judgment, like any-
thing else, needs practice.

So | am wondering...what will akid
do when he or she comesto the place
where (perhaps) the price if inconceiv-
able? You and | both know that few, if
any, of the paddlers who die every year

[ whileout kayaking (in everything from

:lass 1-6) had in mind that a particular
Jay wasagood day todie. Where's an
sleven year old kid going to get the judg-
ment skillsto decidethat maybe, just
maybe, the Upper Yough requiresclass5
skillsand that having a bombproof roll
and being good at kayaking are probably
zood thingsto have BEFORE going out in
lass 57

So, yeah, maybe someone hastaken
responsibility for thiskid. Hey, that's
zreat. But what about the kid who reads
your article and thinks " Cool, me,
tool 777"

| applaud kids kayaking: I've even
taught afew. But thisismore about
judgment than anythingelse. Yes,itis
sbout Jack's judgment and maybe the
judgment of his parents...but most of all,
it's about the good judgment of a com-
pany who simultaneously publishesan
article that could encourage emulation of
juestionable judgment, whilelabeling its
boatswith avery emphatic disclaimer
regarding the dangerous nature of the
sport and the need for good judgment.

A concerned paddler.
Oakland, CA

PERCEPTION
REPLIES

Dear Concerned Paddler,

| read your |etter expressing con-
cerns about the articleon Jack Ruch
which appeared in " Kayaking Kids." |
would like to respond.

Thearticle states that Jack'sfather is
ariver guide. Jack has, therefore, rafted
the Upper Yough, the Tygart at ten feet,
etc. These, we know, areformidable
runs. When he statesthat he " shredded
theBigSandy" it referstoatrip that he
and hisfather made in atwo personin-
flatable. He was under the guidance and
direction of hisfather, an experienced,
professional river guide. After the men-
tion of Jack recently getting a kayak, you
may haveinterpreted hislove of these
| _runsas having run themin akayak, still
-not confident about hisability toroll re-
| liably. Perhapsthls differentiation
shcl)uld have been moreclear in thear-
ticle.

Jack setsa positive exampleasa
kayaking kid who honestly assesses his
skills, identifies opportunities to im-
prove, and hasidentified a particular
rapid as beyond hisskill level. Thisis
thekind of judgment we want to encour-
age

Please keep inmindthat kidsare
starting to kayak at younger agesthese
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| days. Thereareexpert paddlerswhoare

even experienced, trained instructorsas
young as 13. Thenew productsdesigned
for kids help makethis possible. Percep-
tion iscommitted to the highest stan-
dardsof quality and safety. Nonetheless,
kayaking can beahigh-risk sport. Itis
important to get training and instruction,
regardless of one's age.

Your letter servesasareminder to be
especially vigilant in communicating the
importancedf instruction to kayaking
kids. Jack Ruch isfortunate enough to
have afather who caninstruct him. |
will beglad to include a noticeabout the
importancedf instruction in our nextis
suedf "Kayaking Kids." Thanksfor the
reminder.

Sincerely,

Judie McCaslin

Public Relations Coordinator
Perception, Inc.

Easley, South Carolina

JACK RUCH
RESPONDS

Dear Bab,

The offending paragraphin
Perception's Kayaking Kids Newsletter
reads:...”I'm not very good at kayaking
yet, | need to practice my roll some more
beforel get out in bigwater. Thisspring
| shredded the Big Sandy...Middle Fork of
the Tygart. My favoriteriver isthe Up-
per Yough." (ltalicsadded). Toavoid
confusion, | should have tabbed in a new
paragraph and written; " Thisspring |
Shredded the Big Sandy...”

| am eleven yearsold. | goto public
school. Whatdoyawant, Shakespeare?

The Shredder is, of course, atwo
man inflatable, manufactured by our
good friends at Airtight Inflatables and
prominently advertised in this maga
zine. Although I recently received a Pir-
ouette Super Sport from the wonderful
folks at Perception Kayaks, the biggest
water I've donein it isthe pond down
thestreet. I'm noidiot, | know my limi-
tations. When | go on theriver | make
sure | am surrounded by professional
river guides and expert kayakers,
friends who take my safety personally,
folks who have decades of whitewater ex-
perience and would be insulted by the
idea that they are somehow endangering
me. Infact, I'm insulted too.

Safety isimportant, soisminding
yer own business.

Sincerely,
Jack Ruch
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FLQOCD FIASCOES
DECRIED

We have had a pretty dry summer,
with many natural flowing riversonly
barely runnable. Soit must appear a bit
odd to be writing abous problems associ-
ated with flooding. However, on the
weekend of August 26 and 27, we had a
great deal of rain. | missed out onthe
flush because | wasout of the country on
business.

After | returned | found that there
had been problems on the Haw and the
Rocky, both necessitating helicopter res
cues. Both caseshit thelocal newspa-
pers. The Charlotte Observer reported
that atandem pair in an open canoe put
on theriver at 4:00 p.m., intending to
paddle until 7:30 p.m., lost control, and
spent thenight on anisland. Rescue
workerslooked for them that evening and
a helicopter search wasinitiated thefol-
lowing morning. They were spotted at
noon and a rescue attempt using araft
was attempted at 1:00 p.m. The newspa
per report does not mention the type of
raft used, other than describing it as
"rubber", but thisflipped. Two of theres-
cuers swam to shore and the other ended
up on thesameisland asthe canoeists.
At 4:00 p.m. the three people werelifted
off by a helicopter.

The problem on the Haw involved a
group of kayakers and the people who
had to be rescued wereintreesrather
than on an island.

Theone positive thing about both in-
cidentsisthat nobody died. But | think
that isthe only good thing that can be
said.

Thefirst question that arisesiswhy
were these peopleon ariver aboveflood
stage. One of thetwo people on the Rocky
described himself asan " experienced"
paddler. Hedid havethe graceto admit
afterwards that *'we were kind of stupid".
One of the people involved in the Haw in-
cident claimed to bean "advanced" pad-
dler, but no one admitted that they made
amistakebeing there. Itisquite possible
that the peopleinvolved were experi-
enced to some degree.

Paddling riversinflood, particularly
by yourself, isanother situation entirely.
| have paddled rivers several timesthat
have been much higher than normal in
onecasetheriver wasinflood. | waswith
other paddlers eachtime. Ariver which
you know well at normal levelsisentirely
different at very high level-holes get big-
ger, many appear wherethere were none
before, the eddies disappear and theriver
runsthrough thetrees at the banks.

Another issue isthe cost of rescue.
Local tax payersare usually not too en-
thusiastic about paying for rescue per-

American Whitewater
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sonnel, and certainly not helicopters. We
facethe possibility of local law enforce-
ment agencies closing down rivers when
thelevel rises. Weknow for sureif this
happensthat they are going to make very
conservative decisions and close down
riversat levels which, though higher
than normal, are no where near flood
stage.

Other communities havefaced this
same problem. To paddle the James at
Richmond, a permit, based on skill, isre-
quired above acertain level. Atthe
Rappahannock near Fredericksburg, the
river gaugeiscolor coded. If itisat red
and you need rescuing, you pay for it.
Thisapproach hasits merits, but pre-
sentsa problemwhen ariver risesfaster
than those responsible for posting levels
can react.

Perhaps thisshould be the bottom
line: if you need rescuing, you haveto
pay for it. What about people who need
rescuing from other recreational activi-
ties. Maybe thesame principle should
apply, but I'm not hung up on this point.
Let'slook after our own area of interest.
People who put themselvesat risk in this
questionable way havea major effect on
the general public's impression of pad-
dlersasawhole. It's up to us, whenever
welearn of any action related to paddling
whichisconsidered to beirresponsible,
todo our best totry to prevent it from
happeningin thefirst place, to help sort
out the problem if it occurs, and to try to
counter any adverse publicity which
might be generated.

We should also do our utmost to en-
couragelocal rescue organizationsto
take advantage of the Swift River Rescue
courseswhich areavailable.

What do you think that we, asa Club,
or asindividualsshould do?

Seeyouontheriver - at least if its
not in flood!

Maurice Blackburn

EditorsNote: Maurice Blackburnis
thepresident of the Carolina CanoeClub -
Thisopen letter isreprinted fromtheir

OCOEE RIVER
BLUES

Dear Editor:

Keith Judson's letter (Aug/Sept 1995)
defending The Ocoee made me curious;
did The Weeping Wall (May/June 1995)
really insult Ocoeelocals, calling us
thieves and prostitutes? Asa Tennessee
native, | must defend my redneck breth-
ren.

February 1996

After digging out The Weeping Wall, |
discover that Mr. Judson isa bit defen-
sive. Mr. Hay's piece was primarily de-
scriptive of thesordid history of the
Ocoee, on which heseemsto haveasolid
grasp. Thereferencesto stealing and
prostitution servetoillustratethedes
peration of a timewhen peoplewere
driven fromtheir ancestral lands by a
fillinglake. Thecurrent behavior of
boaters, rafters, and touristsin the Ocoee
areaisnot excused by any such direcir-
cumstances. Rather, Ocoee etiquette can
best be compared to astreet in a Chinese
city; logical behavior given high popula
tion density.

TheOcoeeisasacrificial river. She
has been sacrificed to" progress" and the
"whitewater industry”. Thereare 24 raft-
ing companiesthat run the Ocoee. Ac-
cordingto Mr. Judson, the Ocoee hosted
20,000rafting guests in1994. Anyone who
haswaited her turn to surf at Hell Hole
on Saturday knowsthat the private
boater trafficisanything but trifling.

Mr. Hay would agree with me; weld
rather see hoards descend onariver al-
ready defiled, and leave thefew remain-
ing pristinerivers secret and untram-
meled.

Mr. Judson must spend little time on
theriver, and muchintheoffice, or he'd
know the outright falseness d hisblan-
ket statement that raft trips on the Ocoee
are" extremely well run™. Not all raft
tripsarecreated equal, and not all guides
arerigorously trained. But Sunburst has
agood reputation and good guides, so
why worry?

The Ocoeeissacrificed to the sounds
and smells of Tennessee Highway 64,
which ispractically on the bank of the
river. Occasionally an 18-wheeler ca
reensinto theriver bed, attempting to
dodge gawking tourists. A wooden flume
decorates the other side, diverting water
for the generation of electricity torun
your TV. Upstream and downstream are
moredamsand reservoirsquickly filling
with sediment.

The Ocoee hasresidual water quality
problemsfrom copper mining and smelt-
ing in the basin, not to mention intermit-
tent questionabl e emissionsfrom the
Tennessee Chemical Corporation plant.
Therearenofish in the Ocoee. Therocks
arestained an iron color reminiscent of
acid mine drainage on the Cheat. AsMr.
Hay says, "It's already ruinedfor real
river running. Convertittoaslalom
course. Haveaniceday."

O courseg, if this kind of information
wasin rafting brochures, no one would
make a profit rafting the Ocoee. But few
rafting customers read this magazine,
and the ones that do probably already
know. TotheTV-watchingcity dweller
it's just like wilderness.

Guidesand boaters have pet names



Anita Adams
Star Route 1, Box 46
Edmond, WV 25837

Ric Alesch
14262 West Warren Place
Lakewood, QO 80228

Bill Baker
2953 Birch Street
Denver, G 80207

Pope Barrow
136 13th Street SE
Washington,DC 20003

Lee Belknap
land Avenue
Glen Ellen, VA 23060

Risa Shimoda Callaway

PO Box 5212
Easely,SC 29641

Tom Christopher
931 Union Street Rear
Leorninster, MA 01453

Brooke Drury
6049 34th Avenue NE
Seattle, WA 981115

Bob Gedekoh
Box 228, FD 4
Elizabeth, PA 15037

Susan Wilson
14 Norwood Ave.
Asheville, NC 28804

Bob Glanville
66 Deer Run
Glenwood, NY 14069

Joe Greiner
404 Stacy Street
Raleigh, NC 27607

Diana HoHoran

Route 1, Box 90
Fairview Mountain Road
Reliance, TN 37369

Joe Pulliam
PO Box 1500
Harriman, TN 37748

Jim Scott
3715 Jocelyn Street NW
Washington, DC 20015

Susan Scheufele
2121 Ocean Street Ext
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

Pete Skinner
Bex 272, Snyder s

West Sand Lake, NY 12196

Ron Stewart
P.O. Box 1337
Chattanooga, TN 37401

Mac Thornton
228-1/2 12th Street £
Washington, DC 20003

Barry Tuscano
RD 1, Box 32
Bolivar, PA 15923

Charlie Walbridge
230 Penllyn Pike
Penllyn, PA 19422

AWA OFFICERS
resident: ‘R Shomeddd Lallivmi
Vice President: Rick Alesch

Secretary: Charlie Walbridge
Treasurer: Jim Scott

AWA STAFF

Phyllis B. Horowitz. Executive Director

NN Dao Ol

O DuUx oo
Mfsaaméum

Rich Bowers, Conservation Program Director
Richard Hoffman, Access Program Director
1430 Fenwick Lane

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Phone (301) 589-9453 Fax (301) 589-6121

AWA Home Page-http://www.rahul.net/fallside/
awa.hitml

Email-Main office-74663.2401Qcompuserve.com
Email-Conservation and Access-
72732.401Qcompuserve.com

HOTTEST NEW SHORTIE!

Descender

TheRapid Solutiontoyour
shortboat dilemma. Shorter,

READY -TO-FRLAY
SidactionGuarantesd!
Cdl today or Try aTest Driveat our

Nantahala Outpost
404-325-5330 Atlanta weekdays
704-488-2386 Nantahala River

2

2362-(h Dresden Drive, NE, Atlanta, GA 30341

for the Ocoee: "'the Ocoee MacRiver, over
2millionsoldl." Withtheadvent of the
Olympicsit hasbecomeknown as" The
Southeast's Premier Whitewater Gymna
sium." and people go boating after work
"for aworkout.”

Mr. Hay's bitterness about the rape of
the Ocoeereveals that he cares about the
Ocoeeasariver, not just asa money
train. If you lift your eyesfrom the boat
strewn waters, above the road and flume
to thestill wild (but threatened) ridges,
you will see some of the beauty the Ocoee
still holds. Thereisawilderness area
above the Ocoee, and a thriving black
back population. Thereisan endangered
species (Ruth's Golden Aster) still cling-
ingtoitsshores. Someaf theside
streams are still drinkable.

Theresilienced natureisamazing,
but not without bound. 1t would be afit-
ting memorial, to etch the namesof every
river we have compromised in the face of
that dam; let's start today.

Teresa Gryder
Boater and Guide
Knoxville, Tennessee
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How equipped Is your kayak?

Bow buoyancy. It keeps you from diving
deeply at the bottom of steep drops. Enables
your boat to resurface more quickly. Gives
you time to adjust for the next crucial move.
Helps you ride over the top of that big hole.

"Wing Form"
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Bow buoyancy is a function of both volume
and shape. Dagger designers pay a lot of
attention to issues like bow buoyancy. A
cruisingboat needs a lot. A rodeo boat needs
less. Extensive computer modeling and on-
the-water testing help us determine the
oPtimum amount of bow buoyancy for each
of our models. Want to know more? Our
catalog is free, our new video is $5.

Dagger

Harriman, TN 37748
615-882-0404
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The American
Whitewater
Affiliation

Our missionisto
conserve and restore
America's whitewater -
resources and to
enhance opportunities

to enjoy them safely.

The American Whitewater Affiliation
(AWA) isanational organizationwith a
membership consisting of thousands of
individual whitewater boating enthusi-
asts, and morethan 100local paddling
club affiliates.

WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST
COMPLETE PADDLING SHOP

Located in the Heart of the
New & Gauley Rivers

Products from: Perception, Wilderness
Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,
Patagonia, Stohlquist, Rapidstyle,
Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps,
Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE!

NEW and GAULEY GORGES
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NORTH AMERICAN
RIVER RUNNERS. INC

On U.S.'Route 60, % Mile
East of U.S. 19 Intersection

1-800-950-2585 -
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CONSERVATION: AWA maintains
acomplete national inventory of
whitewater rivers, monitorsthreats to
thoserivers, publishes information on
river conservation, provides technical
advice tolocal groups, workswith gov-
ernment agencies and other river users,
and-- when necessary-- takeslegal action
to prevent river abuse.

RIVER ACCESS: To assure public ac-
cessto whitewater rivers pursuant tothe
guidelines published initsofficial Access
Policy, AWA arrangesfor river access
through private lands by negotiation or
purchase, seeksto protect theright of
public passageon all riversand streams
navigable by kayak or canoe, resistsun-
justified restrictionson government
managed whitewater riversand works
with government agencies and other
river usersto achieve these goals.

EDUCATION: Through publication of
the bi-monthly magazine, and by other
means, American Whitewater, ( AWA)
provides information and education
about whitewater rivers, boating safety,
technique and equipment.

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling
safely, publishesreportson whitewater
accidents, maintains a uniform national
ranking system for whitewater rivers
(the International Scale of Whitewater
Difficulty) and publishesand dissemi-
natesthe internationally recognized
AWA Whitewater Safety Code.

EVENTS: AWA organizessporting
events, contests and festivals to rai se
fundsfor river conservation, including
the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeo in Tennes-
see, the Gauley River Festival in West
Virginia(thelargest gathering of
whitewater boatersinthenation), the Ar-
kansas River Festival in Colorado, the
Kennebec Festival in Maineand the
Deerfield Festival i n Massachusetts.

AWA wasincorporated under Mis-
souri non-profit corporation lawsin 1961
and maintainsits principa mailing ad-
dressat P.O. Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464,
(914) 6885569. AWA istax exempt under
Section 501(c) (3) of theInternal Revenue
Code.

Perception
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Hydropower Update

199%5 wasa wild year for anything even remotely associated
with hydropower dams. Thisincluded rivers, whitewater boat-
ing and even the hydroindustry itself. There were changesin
how energy was sold and how much it wasworth. Therewere
changesin how power companies, agencies and the public
gauged the value of individual dams, and (the AWA played a
part here) changes in how power economics wasweighed
against other values of rivers.

Throughout thisturbulent uproar, the AWA (and its associ-
atesin dam reformation) were able toforge ahead on a strategy
defined somefiveyears agotoimproveriversand whitewater
recreation. In 1995 this strategy resulted in a number of land-
mark decisions which restored rivers, improved flows, in-
creased access, and brought whitewater boatersinto thefront
line of river conservation. For boaters, it resulted indirect im-
provements on a number of popular whitewater rivers, and
moved us closer to opening up runs never beforeavailable.

It also created a number of unknowns: How will industry
changes affect future dam operations? Will thisresult in more
or lessdams? Who will wind up owning both private and fed-

eral dams? And will thisbegood or bad for riversand river rec-

reation?

No one knowstheanswer. What weare sure of, undeniably,
isthat future dam operations, management, regul ationsand
perceptions will change, causing new opportunitiesand prob-
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lemsto develop. Whilethe AWA mandate to improve
whitewater and open wild river segmentswill not change, our
strategy will. AWA needsto remain flexibleand adapt with the
times. We're not alone; Industry, state and Federal agencies,
and even Congressare i n the same spot.

Here's what has been going on:

"Watea Soveregnty' Bill
before Congress

RepresentativeMike Crapo (R-1D) and six co-sponsorsintro-
duced H.R. 2555" The State Water Sovereignty Protection Act"
in November. If passed, this bill would make Federal govern-
ment subject to state's control over water rights.

H.R. 2555 would let thefederal government exercise control
or management of water only in compliance with statelaw. If
the government wanted to appropriate water

(damsare one example), or acquirea water right, it would be
subject to state law.

Inlarge part, thisbill hasbeen introduced because FERC
hasignored Idaho's comprehensive water management plansin
the past. Thisbill would reverse earlier Federal court rulings
that hold that, under the Federal Power Act, FERC’s hydro li-
censing authority pre-empts most state water rightslaws.

AWA hasworked before toimprovestate involvement in
damlicensing. Earlier intheyear, the Hydropower Reform Coa
lition (of which AWA isafounding member) pushed hardtoal-
low statesto determine minimumflowsand what issues define
water quality. Theresulting Supreme Court decision alowed
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the State of Washington (with help fromlocal boaters, AWA
and other local groups) to eliminate a proposed dam on the
Cispus River.

But not all states arethisprogressive, nor are many of
them pro-river. Many haveatrack record of backing industry
and eliminating environmental considerationsfor dams. A bill
such asthiscan beakiller for boaters, or it could bea meansto
stop new dams.

Unfortunately, thiscould be bad newsinldaho. The Gem
Irrigation District islookingto build adiversion dam on
Idaho's North Fork Payettewhich will divert 100cfs of water
out of theriver. The proposed diversion will lie between
Cabarton Bridge and Banks, a state designated Recreational
River andright inthemiddle of one of this country's finest
whitewater runs. Toaccomplish this, they need to changethe
state water management plans and create aloopholeto build
just one more dam. Thisbill could provide them ameanstothis
end.

Who Wants This Dam?

For years, the AWA has been asking thisquestion on new
and existing damsaround the country. Our reasons were obvi-
ous-if wedon't want it, or it messes up the river and thesur-
roundingriverineenvironment - then don't build it, or takeit
down, quit generating, and |et's boat this drop!

Now however, power companies are asking the same ques-
tion. Their reasons are obvious also. In many cases, they have
operated these dams at enormous profit and little cost. But in-
creased competition isreducing the profitsat the sametime
that costsare going up dramatically (duein part to environ-
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mental and recreation interventions).

Thiscompetition comesfrom advancesin wind and co-gen-
eration technology and alsofrom changesin power monopolies.
In the past, hydro was profitable because it was cheap to pro-

| duce (hey, they got free"fuel") and provided immediate genera-

tionfor peak periods(likethose mid-summer 90 degree work
daysherein DC). Hydro isstill quick, peak power, but in some

| areas of the country wind and co-generation energy isnow less

expensive than hydro. And it's alot less expensiveto stick up a
wind turbine than build a dam.

Competition isalso coming from changes within theindus-
try. When you pay your electric bill, you have one provider,
right? But in thefuture, you will beable call up another pro-
vider, evenin another state and region, if you're not happy with

| what you pay. Thiswill take awhile, but big businesses may

start doing thisasearly as next year. Power expertssay that you
and | may beableto pick our power before the year 2000. There

- goes the power monopoly! And theregoesindustry's ability to

subsidize uneconomic projects.

Sointheface of an unsure market, potential lower profits
and, if the current process continues, increased environmental
responsibility, power companies arelooking to dump their tur-

L keys:

— New York's NiagaraMohawk Power Corp. (NiMo) filed a
restructuring plan in October which callsfor its power plants,
including 75 hydro dams, to be spun off into aseparate com-
pany. The purpose? To create an open, competitive electricity
market and to deregulate generation. Therest of NiMo would
also berestructured i nto separate holding companiesfor mar-
keting, brokering and services. Thisplan would allow largein-

River's End - A collection of I
bedtime storiesfor paddlersisa -
collection of the best featuresfrom
thelast 10 year's worth of Ameri-
can Whitewater, the official journal
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dustrial customersto
choosealternative
power suppliers by
early 1997. If the plan
isnot approved, NiMo
said it "cannot rule
out the possibility™ of
restructuring under
Chapter 11 Bank-
ruptcy.

— Pacific Gas &
Electric Co. (PGE) is
looking to dump two
small uneconomical
projectsin California
(including three reser-
voirs), the Murphy's
Project (FERC No.
2019) on the North
Fork Stanislaus and
the Angels Project

"For wildlife, for
fish, for outdoor recre-
ation and other values,
we need to stop look-
ingonly at individual
damsin thewater-
shed," said AWA Con-
servation Director
Rich Bowers."This
settlement, along with
other recent agree-
ments helpsaccom-
plish this goal for New
York'sriver systems."”

Duringthe settle-
ment announcement
for the Black, the City
of Watertown depos-
ited a $30,000check in
the Black River En-
hancement Fund. This

(No.2699) on Angels
Creek just downsteam
of Murphy's. Who
wantsthem? The
Calaveras Water Dis
trictisinterested in
both projects, both for the power generation and the overall
valued the water. PGE hasalready sold its Potter Valley
Project on the Russian River to Calaveras.

— Duke Power Co. islooking to sell between six and eleven
small uneconomical damsin the Piedmont region of North and
South Caroling; all of these dams have a capacity of 5.5 mega
wattsor less (really small). Dukeisinterested in purchasing the
power from these new owners, and hasrequested proposals
from qualified companies.

— In September, FERC changed theway that it calculates
project economics. In the past, FERC compared hydro coststo
alternative power, and factored i n estimated escalation over the
30+life of alicense. Now FERC only uses current costs, which
reduces (on paper) profits from individual dams. Sofar this
change hasforced TacomaPublic Utilities (WA) to surrender its
onemonth old license for the Barrier Island Project on the
Cispus.

So what does this mean for boaters? Just like theindustry,
and even FERC, we really can't tell yet. In many ways, it should
spell theend of new small and uneconomical projects, and the
eventual demise df other existing borderline cases. But even
though this hasstarted on the above examples, westill have nu-
merous new requests for preliminary permits on streamsand
creeks, and some companies seem determined to hold out until
the very end.

eement on New Yok's
ck River

On November 6,1995, members of the Hydropower Reform
Codlition (HRC)including AWA, American Rivers, Trout Un-
limited and New Y ork Rivers United, along with the New Y ork
Dept. of Conservation and other river conservation organiza
tions, signed a comprehensive settlement with Niagara
Mohawk Power Company and BeeBee Island Corp. for new li-
censesat six hydroelectric projects on New Y ork's Black River.

Thissettlement isthe third agreement signed in 1995re-
garding hydropower on the Black. The City of Watertown agree-
ment, an earlier agreement regarding eight dams on the Beaver
River (amajor tributary of the Black),and this agreement link
together improvementson atotal of 15dams.

Bulls Bridge Dam on the Housatonic. Photo by Rich Bower

check wasthefirst in-
stallment of morethan
$1Million that will re-
sult from the Black,
Watertown, and Bea
ver River settlements.
Thisfund will be used for river restoration projects throughout
the Black River Watershed.

Thisagreement isespecially important to recreational us
ersin New York asit providesfor a 2 to 25 mile canoe route
from Carthage to Watertown; new baseflowsof 1,000cfs; access
for boatingand fishing on all impoundments, rivers and shore-
lines owned by NiagaraMohawk; and futureland acquisitions
or easementsfor public access. It expandsand improves on ear-
lier AWA/HRC hydropower agreements which providefor
scheduled whitewater releaseson the Moshier and Taylorville
sectionsof the Beaver, and on the nearby Salmon river. The
Black agreement al so continues previous AWA settlementsin
the mid-eightieson both the Mooseand Lower Black rivers, and
setsthe stagefor future improvementson other outstanding
riversincluding the Hudson and Racquette.

The Black River Settlement comes as part of AWA and HRC
effortsto relicense some 40 damsin New York State. Thissettle-
ment has been submitted to FERC for final approval. For more
information, contact AWA’s Conservation and Access Officeor
New York RiversUnited at (315) 339-2097.

In 1985, AWA helped formulate an
agreement, along with Adirondack River
Ouitfitters, Glen Park Associates and
Niagara Mohawk, which began what is
today a multi-million dollar whitewater
industry on the Lower Black.

In 1985, AWA also won recreational
whitewater releasesfrom Long Lake
Energy on the nearby Moose River. In
October, AWA hosted thefirst annual
Moose River Festival, which attracted over
1000 boatersto Old Forge, NY from as far
away as Maine, Maryland and South
Carolina.
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Whitewater Releases L ocked
In on New Hampshir€s
Pemigewasset River

In late October, FERC released its Final Environmental Im-
pact Statement (FEIS) for the Ayers Island Project on the
Pemigewasset river near Bristol, New Hampshire.

The"Pemi" has been the scene of along (and sometimes
contentious) fight to improve whitewater recreation by the
AWA, Appalachian Mountain Club, the Merrimack Valley Pad-
dlers, and others. The FEISlocksin many of the whitewater
recreation improvements sought by these organizationsfor the
next D years.

The 1.5 milesection of the Pemi immediately below the
Ayerslsland dam provides Class II-III rel eases throughout the
spring, summer and fall months. In addition to some outstand-
ing play areasfor boaters, it offers easy routes around most of
the moredifficult rapids. For these reasons, the Pemi isan ex-
cellent training river for all levels.

Hereisthe FERC staff recommendations:

Whitewater flowsdf 840cfs. for aminimum of six hours
(10am to 4pm) on weekends and holidaysfrom May to August
and September through October (rel easesare guaranteed un-
lesslakelevelscannot be replenished within 48 hours).

A specia whitewater release of 1000 cfsin July, and another
at 1,500 cfsin August. (releasedates will beannounced prior to

ble!”
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205-882-2227
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Call or fax ordersto (706) 654-2725.

May 1of each year)

Improved flow phoneinformation, including a monitoring
log, contact person, and aschedule of when information will be
available. Improved and widened put in areaincluding toilets,
and snow plowed access road when necessary after March 1.

A onetime contribution by Public Service of New Hamp-
shire é;) improve the boater's take out area (amount to be deter-
mined).

For moreinformation contact AWA or George May with the
Merrimack Valley Paddlers at (603) 883-3409.

Federal Agency Recommends
Whitewater Releasesin
Tallulah Gorge

On October 27,1995the FERC announced a critical first-step
victory for AWA, river conservationists and recreationists on
Georgias outstanding Tallulah River.

The long-awaited- raft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) recommends specific improvementsfor the environmen-
tal, aesthetic, and recreational resources available on what was
once described asthe" Niagaraof the South.” (see October 1993
Journal) A total of six hydroelectric damscurrently regulate
flowsand accessto thisriver, including the outstanding Class
IV-V whitewater of the Tallulah Gorge.

Inthis DEIS, FERC recommends that the applicant, Georgia

Whitewater Videos
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Power, providefor:

Five weekends of whitewater boating flows (thefirst two
weekendsin April and thefirst three weekends in November),
with flows of 500 cfs on Saturdavs and 70 cfs on Sundavs

Additional weekend aesthetic flow releasesin the spring,
late summer, and fall of 200 cfsduringdaylight hours.

Improved year round minimum flows of 35 cfsinto the gorge
(itiscurrently 12 cfsor less)

Each of these issues has been an AWA agendaitem through-
out this relicensing. However, AWA continuesto call for higher
minimum flows (75 cfsor more) to help restorethe natural river
habitat in Tallulah Gorge. Appropriate and acceptable
whitewater and aesthetic flows were determined during the
AWA requested 1993 whitewater study, conducted as a joint
study between AWA and Georgia Power.

Alsoincluded in this decision were i ssues hammered out
over thelast two years between federal and state agencies,
AWA and local boating clubs, non-profits and Georgia Power.
These include:

A prohibition onlogging and development in Tallulah Gorge
to maintain the biologica diversity of the gorge.

Improved public accessto theriver, including access
through the newly devel oped 3,000acre Tallulah Gorge State
Park and L ake Tugaloo (take out for both Tallulah and Section
Four of the Chattooga).

Safety and liability issuesin the gorge.

FERC also carefully addressesthe concernsof homeowners
on upstream reservoirsover therestoration of Tallulah Gorge.
According to the DEIS — " Asproposed, the whitewater boating

releaseswould not have a substantial effect on upstream lake
Tevels. Georgia Power would operate one or two generating
units at the (upstream) Terrora powerhouse during the pro-
posed whitewater rel easesto maintain Tallulah Lake at normal
pool level and provide astableflow into the gorge.”

ThisDEISfully tested FERC staffs ability to addressits
Congressional mandateto balance the many existing and poten-
tial usesdf thisriver. Besides power production, whitewater
boating and property owners, other uses within the Tallulah
watershed include: reservoir recreation, fishing, hiking, swim-
ming, climbing and sightseeing. Thisdecision isareal victory
for conservationists, whitewater boaters, and for the Tallulah
River!

However, thisisonly a partial victory — the next step to
permanent improvementsfor the Tallulah restswith the Final
EIS, which should be available by early summer, 1996.

For more information, contact AWA Conservation Director
Rich Bowers at (301) 589-9453.

Decision on Washington's
White Saimon River

Aswe went to press, FERC had just released its DEISre-
garding the Condit Dam on Washington's White Salmon River.
In this DEISthey reject removal of the dam. AWA and environ-
mental groups had requested removal becausethisistheonly
dam on an outstanding Wild & Scenic River, and a block to both
upstream and downstream fish migration. Thisisa serious
blow to whitewater boaters because, without dam removal,
therewill belittle potential for whitewater improvements
through thisrelicensing. AWA seeksto restore the whitewater
now impounded by the dam, and connect thiswith the area
from the dam downstream to the Columbia River.

FERC doesrecommend installing upstream and down-
stream fish passage. Look for future updateson this project, or
call the AWA office at (301)589-9453.

Summer sville Hydro Dam
Moves Ahead on the Gauley

Thecity of Summersville, WV is moving ahead with plans
to build a$35 million hydropower project on theexisting
Summersville dam on the Upper Gauley. Thedam iscurrently
operated by the Army Corpsfor flood control, downstream flow
augmentation and whitewater recreation. Construction could
begin asearly as next summer.

Under a Memorandum of Understanding signed with the
National Park Service (andincluded in its permit), the project
must avoid interference with the 1996 fall drawdown season.
Current put in locations for commercial outfitters will be
moved downstream, but private boater put inswill not be af-
fected. Under its permit, the project can use only existing flows
for generation, and will not affect whitewater boating on the
river. However, tube releasesfrom the dam will be gone asfu-
tureflow will bereleased underwater.

Thecity of Summersvilleislooking to generate $30 to $100
Million from power generation over the next S0 years. The
Summersville city budget is now about $1.5 Million. Part o this
money could go towardsa new water plant for thecity. Call the
AWA officefor updateson this project.
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Coal Company Abandons
Cheat River Cleanup

Inlate October, 1995, T&T Fuel s of Kingwood, West Virginia
(the coal company responsiblefor two large and recent acid
minedrainage (AMD) "blow-outs" intothe Cheat Canyon), filed
for Chapter 7 bankruptcy.

On October 27th, they walked away from AMD treatment fa
cilitiesat their deep mines along Muddy Creek, a tributary of
the Cheat. Blow-outs in the past 18 monthsfrom T&T mines
dumped millions of gallons of toxic water into Muddy Creek,
adding tonsof iron to the Cheat and Cheat L ake.

T&T’s decision tofile bankruptcy and abandon thesitefol-
lows months of legal battles and investigations. In September, a
former T&T superintendent, Clyde Bishoff, pleaded guilty to
violating the Clean Water Act by discharging excessive
amounts of AMD into Muddy Creek over thelast ten vears. In
informationfiled with his plea agreement, federal officias
charged that Bishoff conspired with other personsasearly as
1982to violate the Clean Water Act by diverting untreated water
from two T&T minesto an abandoned mine, enabling T&T Fuels
to avoid paying for treatment. . . .

Through bankruptcy, T&T now joinsalonglist of other in- AWA Access Coordinator Rich Hoffman and Mad River Canoe
dustries which havefound a way to dump their clean-up costs President Kay Hemey at the "Taste of the Outdoors" Exhibit.
onto the public. By leaving thesitein October, T&T forfeited the | pnotg by Rich Bower
$10,000 bond required prior to issuance of a permit. T&T also

owesfines of $249,114 resultingfrom violationsduring and after

the blowouts which have not been paid. AWA a.nd t h e OUtdOOI’ S
"Thisisa nightmare," stated Roger Harrison with the West

VirginiaRivers Coalition. Harrison described these feesand I ndUSI' y L d)by fOI’

finesas"adrop in the bucket compared to the actual long-term R %I

cost of cleanup tothe state.” 1n November, the State Division of GCF IOﬂ

Environmental Protection took responsibility for thesiteandis

dealing with immediate problems regardinginadequate water .

treatlmge\rl]vtl an:j gl udgledi s%osaj ] Thees?ate éstg, :nateesqéf ean\LIJVp o On October 25, the Outdoor Products Council for the Sport-

thissitein the millionsof dollars. ing Goods M anufacturers Association (SSMA) hosted a Con-
According to Friends of the Cheat Director, Dave Bassage, gressional Reception and Exhibition on outdoor recreation.

“thissituationisadark cloud on theeffortsto restorethe Cheat | Thisfirstever "Taste of the Outdoors™ highlighted and show-
watershed. People are starting to believe that the Cheat can be cased outdoor recreation to those who make decisions on public

brought back to life.” land (and water) policies, including land purchase and protec-
For more information, contact the AWA Conservation Of- tion d_ecis_ions. Th_e event was held in the Rayburn House Office
fice, or West Virginia Rivers Coalition at (304) 472-0025. Building in Washington, DC, and attracted over 60 Congress:

men and Senators and numerous congressional staff members.
Participants and exhibitors in this event represented a wide

| cross section of human-powered outdoor recreation interests,
12th An nual T ug(a%% and included over 0 industry and manufacturer representa
RIVG— CI %n U tivessuch as Reebok, American Recreation Coalition, Pearl -
p Izumi and others. Several members of the Conservation Alli-

ance (amajor funder of the AWA River Access Program) were
. . . also on hand, including Backpacker's Pantry, Thor-L o Socks,
This April 20th will represent the 12th annual cleanup of and Grabber International. Non-profit conservation and recre-
more than 22 miles of the Tuskasegee river corridor in North ation organizations included AWA and the American Hiking
Carolina. Participatingin last year's cleanup were over 475stu- Society.
dentsfrom Western Carolina University, local community For AWA, thisevent provided a great opportunity towork
membersand other groups. N , with the PaddlesportsIndustry and to lobby for rivers. River
If you would like to participate in thisyear's event, or can sports were especially well represented by Perception, Inc.,
donate prizes or food, please contact L ynn Birandon, Outdoor Dagger Canoe Company, and Mad River Canoes. Beforethe ex-
Program Coordinator with Last Minute ProductionsProgram | pipition, the outdoor industry and AWA staff visited elected
Council, Western CarolinaUniversity, at (704) 227-7206. representatives and Federal iand managersin a seriesof one-
A T-shirt, door prizesand a cookout are provided for volun- | 5 one meeti ngs. First on thelist of topicswas the dependency
teers. of the outdoor industry on our country's natural resources —
and the need for Congress to protect these resources.
The"Tasteof the Outdoors™" was timed perfectly for a lobby-
ing effort.The vote to hold the Animas-LaPlata project (H.R.
1905) accountable for environmental provisions took placejust
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hoursafter industry and non-profit groups met with Congress-
man Skaggs (CO), Chairman of the Conference Committee
which voted on this Energy and Water Appropriations Bill.

The Paddlesports Industry explained to Congresswhy in-
dustry and AWA are against projectswhich destroy recre-
ational rivers — the proposed Auburn Dam on California's
American river wasamajor issue in thesevisits.

Cool your Jets
Technology v. Paddles
on Amercas Rivers

by Rich Bowers, Conservation Director

Every timel runariver, it seems| am faced with paddling
miles of excruciating flatwater to get to the takeout. | try to con-
sole my aching muscles by repeating to myself, stroke by
stroke, that thisis good for me, that it will make mea man.

I'm surethat | am not alone in these situations— whenl|
find myself fantasizing that my boat has suddenly sprouted
wingsand | am just blasting across the water. On somerivers
(the Black in New Y ork and the Chattoogain Georgia cometo
mind), I've actually lusted after the tow boatsthat haul com-
mercial customers acrossthisflatwater. " Geezer" paddling — a
reality and a curse!

But there isa difference between fantasy and reality. If |
wanted a motor, 1'd stop paddling and hang out on lakes. I'd
trade in the whitewater rush and all that communing with na:
ture stuff for a six-pack of beer and the adrenaline of pure speed
(not that I've never stuck acan or two in my boat). Maybethis
iscool also, but it's not meand | never wanted it.

Unfortunately, it's here anyway. Welcometo jet boats, jet
skiis and other personal watercraft (PWC's) on wild and wilder-
nessrivers. | raninto thisfor thefirst time on West Virginia's
New River. Paddling into the eddy above “Surprise,” | was
strafed repeatedly, and intentionally by a PA/C which blew out
of nowhere. | was pretty ticked off, but clueless. Later | found
out that I had stumbled across, and screwed up, at |east one
take of acommercia photo shoot for a PWC manufacturer.

Thisyear somefriends of mine were stunned tofind PWCs
attaining "Heaven's Gate" on the lower Gauley. Thisisalong
way upstream from the closest river access, and above some
pretty booming whitewater.

Last fall, aU.S. Court of Appeals decision overturned the
City of Redding, California's ban on PWC use on the Sacra
mento River within City limits. Whitewater boatersareabout
tofind out what sailors and other motor boaters already know -
PWC's are coming on strong, regardless of rocks, rapids and
gradient.

Besides the obvious danger to operators of wrapping arock
at 40mph (somemodels can get over 60mph), PWCs offer a po-
tentially serious hurt to whitewater boaters. We don't expect to
see them as we negotiate whitewater drops and waves, and,
while many opponents object to the noise created by these craft,
they are hard to hear over theroar of whitewater. In honesty,
thesafety record of PWC's is pretty atrocious (2,500collisions
in 1994, almost half of all reported water crashes); adding
whitewater will only increase these statistics. Between 1986
and 1989, nearly 65to 75%df all accidentson Idaho's Snake
River involved jet boats.

For theriversthemselves, PWCswill dump even more
people onto our dwindling river resources, and insert them into
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areas which have been unreachabl e before (in 1995, PA/C use
reached almost 700,000 nationally). Whilethisisa problem
with human powered boats also, there isasignificant differ-
ence - unlike kayaking, PWCsintroduce documented noise,
fumes, oil spillsand safety problems for wildlife, wilderness
solitude, and other users. Both the San Juan Islands in Puget
Sound and the Chesapeake Bay are seeking PWC restrictions.

The problem goes beyond PWCs however. It even goesbe-
yond the compatibility of motors (inboard or outboard) with
whitewater rivers and with existing use. Asusual, it hasto do
with politics.

Jet boatsdof all kinds mean commercial operations- big
bucks - especially on our Western Rivers. Motorized travel
meanslarge outfitter operations and corporations including
Kawasaki and Y amaha, and, as boaters well know, these
groups have enormouspolitical clout.

In November, this political power was dramatically demon-
strated when US Senator Larry Craig (ID) and Congressman
Wes Cooley (OR) introduced legislation which would severely
limit the Forest Service's ability to regulate jet boating on the
Wild & Scenic Snake River near and within Hells Canyon. Sen-
ate Bill 1374 and its companion bill, HR. 2586 would cut the For-
est Service's ability to control the highest impact recreational
use on the Snake — jetboating. If successful, then other legisla
tion could be introduced to allow jetboats on other riversalso
(just recently, a permit application wasfiled with the Forest
Servicetorun (3) 50-person jet boat trips per day, every day
from May to September on Washington's Wild & Scenic
Skagit).

The Forest Service spent 8 yearsand $1 million to come up
with a plan for managing the Snake river. The outcomewasa
limited number of non-motorized use days (Mondays, Tues-
days, and Wednesdays in July and August). Jet boaters and
non-motorized boaters were intimately involved in the process.
Craig and hiscronies want to bypass thissystem entirely and
maketheir own rules — ones which would keep theriver open
al year for all jetboaters.

The Forest Service haslimited non-motorized paddler ac-
cess by enforcing a permit system on the Snake since 1976. The
Forest Service was supposed to enforce the same sort of rule
for jetboaters but hasn't. Craig's bill would makethis"illegal
use" legal by locking in no lessthan the highest established
number of jetboat launches.

Thislegislation also statesthat " concurrent use of the
river...by motorized and non-motorized" are not in conflict.
Nothing could befurther from thetruth.

Craig's bill makesit impossible for the Forest Serviceto
dedicate any stretch of theriver or time period for non-motor-
ized boating on the Snake. The Wild & Scenic River Act man-
dates, in part, that rivers designated as"wild" be maintained
as"vestiges of primitive America." Congressdesignated the
stretch on the Snakefrom Hells Canyon dam to Fishtrap Bar as
“wild.” If Craig's bill passes, "vestigesdf primitive America"
will, for the purposes of the Act, be defined to include jetboats,
jetboat noise, wakes, etc.

Those working to stop this bill believe that the key liesin
Oregon's Senator Mark Hatfield. Hatfield isa republican and
senior to Craig on the Natural Resource Committee. Heisalso
head of the Appropriations Committee that would haveto ap-
provedf thelegislation being " sneaked in" via budget bills.
Perhaps more importantly, Senator Hatfield played a key role
in thecreation of the Hells Canyon National Recreation Area,
the area now targeted for unlimited jetboat use in S1374.

If youwould like to help comment on motorized use of riv-
ers, you can writeto thefollowing addresses:

The Honorable Mark Hatfield

US Senator
711 Hart S.O.B.
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Washington, DC 20510
attn: Doug Paul
ph: (202) 224-3753

Laurie Sprague

New River Gorge National River

Gauley River National Recreation Area

Bluestone National Scenic River

P.O. Box 246, Glen Jean, WV 25846

ph: (304) 465-0508

For more information, contact the AWA Conservation Of-

fice or Ric Bailey at the Hell's Canyon Preservation Council at
(503) 432-:8100.

Animas-La Plata Update

In early November, AWA helped 0 defeat am effort o exempt

the Animas-La Plata (A-LP) water prOject from eeenemie and

environmental review.
Senator Ben " Nighthorse" Campbell (R-CO) attempted to ex-

cusethe A-LPfrom

federal law by introducing language which would have or-
dered the project o be built " notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law." Thislanguage would have alowed the project to
ignore the mandates of the National Environmental Policy Act,
the Clean Water Act and the Endangered Species Act.

Thislanguage was tacked on to the mammoth Energy and
Water Development Appropriations Bill, thwarting the public
scrutiny of the authorizing process and neglecting the standard
rulesaof order for abill. Campbell's effort to approve this project
through the appropriationsprocess was madein part because
the project would not stand on itsown merits.

Thiscontroversial and expensive project would divert a sub-
stantial portion of the Animas River into the La Plata River ba
sin just upstream from the world class Santa Rita play hole, af-
fecting the lower reaches of the Animas (ClassII-1II) and the
downstream San Juan, both outstandingrecreational rivers.
The A-LP hasreceived widespread criticism from both the envi-
ronmental and economic experts— arecent estimate by the Bu-
reau of

Reclamation calculated that the project would only return 36
centsfor every dollar invested.

Unfortunately, $10 million was appropriated for the project
for Fiscal Year '96, guaranteeing that thefight to prevent this
project will continue.

For mone nmé%@]géblén, contact AWA, the Colorado Fi¥ers
2111?0%0%2-3- 970 ot the Sierra CIub Legal Defense Fuasd

Westwater Canyon

In November, a bill sponsored by Representative Hansen (R-

UT’ was floating thi ”“i"glﬁ‘a_rﬁtlzil%’dgi(n[mfa'ﬁ% dflﬂ&ﬁ'&s‘s,"
Unfortunately, major problems exist

Take the Wild Ride!

with these bills; of the abundance of
eligible public land, this bill only rec-
ommended 1.8 million acres; the desig-
nation allows development and motor-
ized use; and the bill omits1800 acres

The highly entertaining, yet instructional video of the world's best rodeo
kayakers at the Rodeo Worlds. See them land big air back in the hole,
and hear them explain how to learn the moves. See what else lurks in

the brains of career playboaters. 52 Minutes. $29. 95

"My husband borrowed this tape from a friend, and after 5 days of watching it, he had to
return it. But he got depressed, and went into withdrawal. So | needed to buy him one. "-
Eileen Butchkowski, Petersburg, PA
"If you are a whitewater buff, "Wild Ride" belongs in your library" - Paddler
"Rad stuff for the whitewater junkie, but you can actually learn something" - Canoe

The Kayaker's Edge This fast paced instructional video unlocks
the secrets behind basic and advanced stroke techniques, smooth surfing

and sidesurfing, rolling and bracing. 58 minutes. $29. 95
"The best general instruction video on the market" - Outside

Solo Playboating! Inspiring instructional video packed with

information for open canoeists. Includes basic strokes and rolling. $29. 95
"Entertaining...super job of presenting technical points. Nicely paced...fun to watch. “ -
Charlie Walbridge, Wildwater Designs

Performance Sea Kayaking... the basicsandbeyond 59 minutes $29.95 NEW!
The C-T Challenge Fun, instructional video for decked canoe paddlers. 24 min. $19.95
The Citizen Racers Workshop All the basics of whitewater slalom for the curious paddler or
beginner racer. Learn about Olympic Slalom! 18 minutes. $19.95

Available from most stores and catalogs, OR send tape price plus $4.00 shipping to:
Performance Video & Instruction, 550 Riverbend, Durango, CO 81301

t9761259-1361 (970]259-4148 fax
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from wilderness designation from the
mouth of Westwater Canyon because of
controversial mining claims. Skip
Edwards, aformer BLM ranger in
Westwater and rafter, isworking hard
to keep Westwater intact.

For moreinformation, con-
tact the Southern Utah Wilderness Alli-
anceat (202)

546-2215.
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Navi
Jug for
anymore!

by Rich Hoffman

llity; It'snct
breakfad

OnJuly 3,1976, thefate of Colorado boating wasforever a-
tered.

Onthisday, David B. Emmert, accompanied by three oth-
ers, put on the Colorado River in Grand County for a day on the
river. Thesun wasshining and theriver wasstill highfrom
runoff. A perfect day for aleisurely float trip on the Fourth of
July weekend.

Near thesmall town of Parshall, the Colorado flows
throughtheranch of the Ritschard Cattle Company and ranch
owner Con Ritschard was not a happy man on this sunny July
day. Ritschard had been trying to keep floaters off this stretch
of theriver for years. After hearing of the approaching rafters,
Ritschard and hisforeman loped down to the bank and strung a
length of barbed wire acrosstheriver. When David Emmert
and his party reached thefence, they were placed under arrest
and charged with 3rd Degree Criminal Trespass.

Sound familiar? | would venturethat every boater hasei-
ther had a similar experienceor knows of a buddy that has.

Jual say NO to wintee!

"n.l:'l:l e bomtimg in
Saonath Arvsericn

1800 BBHAYAR
(52825)

PO Bax 302 Howard OO0 BLEAS
T 5B 2 ASOT

Emmert and his party were pissed. What they hoped to bea
relaxing float turned into a stand off with a hostile landowner
and a deputy sheriff.

And hereisthecrux of the matter: instead of paying the$50
fineand leaving, Emmert decided to presstheissuein court.

Theend result? The Colorado Supreme Court case of People
v. Emmert, a complete trainwreck for recreational boatersin
Colorado. Thelegal equivalent of a swim through Pine Creek on
the Arkansas.

The Basic Problem

The basic problemisthat most boaters, landownersand
sheriffsareconfused about whether it islegal or not to boat
down certainrivers.

In Emmert'strial, heargued that recreational boating was
guaranteed by the state constitution. Unfortunately for him and
all boatersin Colorado, the Supreme Court disagreed. For an ex-
cellent examination of the Colorado situation, see separate ar-
ticleinthisissue by John Marshall, a boater and AWA volun-
teer in Colorado.

Oneof thesources of confusion stemsfrom the concept of
navigability. Navigability isaterm that isthrown around a lot
and widely misunderstood— similar to the debate about the
Class V rating system.

So what does navigability mean?
In general, if astream isconsidered " navigabl
hastheright to boat down it. Here's why.
Therearetwo levelsfor testsof navigability: federal and
state. Thefederal test most relevant to boatersisthetest for

oI

e

€", thepublic

RIOSHoNDURAS

10281 Hwy. 50. Howard. CO 81233
800 255-5784

looking for a new place to paddle?
Join us in Honduras and experience
tropical paddling. We offer a variety:
of 1-9 day or custom/guide service
kayak, canoe and raft trips. Some of
our excursions through Ilush rain
forests and exhilarating whitewater
are led by renowned canoeist Bob
Foote and top notch kayakers Mary:
Hayes and Phil DeRiemer. Highly
experienced expert guides lead other
kayak and raft trips.

Cal for more information and
detailed itineraries.
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stream bed title which determines who ownsthe bed and banks
of theriver. If theriver was" susceptible” to being used for
commerceat thetimethestateentered the union, theriver is
navigable by federal definition. Assuch, the bed and the bank
(upto the mean high water mark) isowned by the state and
held in trust for the public. We have the right to boat these
streams. (Oneexception to this general rule iswhen the king of
England granted the bedsand banks of navigableriversto pri-
vate owners.)

Unfortunately, thisdetermination of stream navigability
can only be decided on a case by case basis (often on a segment
by segment basis) and only after conflict occurs. Furthermore,
thefederal definition relieson historical evidence which can
be hard to come by. Fortunately, thereissome movement by
the courtsto recognize recreational useasatest of navigabil-
ity.

If ariver failsto meet thefederal titletest, the bed and the
banksareprivately owned and we must turn to statelaw todis
cover our rightsto boat. And state law varieswildly on this
right.

Somestatesar e enlightened about the validity of recre-
ational rights. I n the California court case of Peoplev. Mack,
the ruling stated that " The public hastheright to navigate be-
low the high water mark on riverswhich are capable of being
navigated by small recreational craft." In other words, the defi-
nition o navigability in California restson whether theriver
iscapable dof floating a canoe or kayak. AWA strongly advo-
catesthistest of navigability.

Other states choose to be regressive and exist i n the past.
In Georgia, the courtshaverelied on an 1863 statute to con-
cludethat "anavigable stream must be capable o transporting
boatsloaded with freight. The mererafting of timber or trans-
portation of wood i n small boats shall not make a stream navi-
gable."

What this meansisthat if you livein a state that has recog-
nized theright for recreational use of streams, consider your-
self lucky. Andif you don't, be careful. While we state in our
access policy that every stream reasonably susceptible of being
navigated by kayaksand canoes should be open to the public,
thisisnot areality unfortunately. Asillustrated above, some
stateslike Georgiastill rely on anachronistic definitions of
navigability.

Judicial Approach

Which brings us back to July 3,1976and People v. Emmert.
Asstated above, Emmert contested hi s trespass charge.
Thankstoahostilejudicia environment, Emmert lost and this
flawed decision hascast along shadow over Colorado boating
since 1979.

Like Emmert, we need to push for stronger rightsfor down-
stream recreation, but we need to choose our battles very
wisely. Onelost trespass case like People v. Emmert can have
ripple effectsthat harm boater's rightsfor decades. In Georgia,
asimilarly hostile judicial environment hasresulted inalos
ing effort on Armuchee Creek.

Boatersshould only go to court if they arewell-funded and
very well-researched about both thelaw and the procedure.
And to be successful, you must haveastrategy. Getting ar-
rested and backed into alegal corner isnot an advisable way to
start your effort. It putsyou on the defensive from the begin-
ning.

In contrast to the Colorado effort, New Y ork boaters suc-
cessfully litigated a trespass case last year on the South
Branch of the Moose River inthe Adirondacks. One o thekeys
to their successwasthat the boaters were supported by the Si-
erra ClubLegal Defense Fund and chose to get arrested asa

"test case." Theresult: a progressive ruling that New York's
navigability standard (that a stream had to show evidence of
log drives) was an anachronism and that recreational usewasa
sufficient test for navigability. Anidentical approach wassuc-
cessful in Montana.

L egidative Approach

O course, if ajudicial approach isnot feasible or wise,
thereisawaysthelegislature. Asdetailed in John Marshall's
articleon the Colorado situation (seeaccompanyingarticlein
thisissue), Colorado isa state wherelegislation could be most
effective and direct solution to counter theflawed and anachro-
nistic string of judicial decisions that discourage boating. New
legislation isthe best solution to what otherwise would be hap-
hazard litigation.

The AWA isconsidering alegislative approach in Colorado
right now. (SeeJohn Marshall's accompanying articlefor more
detail.) Our effort would need to strike an acceptable balance
between landownersand boaters and to provide benefitsto
each group. By clarifyingthe existing confusion, legislation
would provide afair and consistent alternativeto continued
litigation by recognizing theright of boaters to makeincidental
contact with privately owned streambeds and banks. In addi-
tion, legislation could

strengthen liability concerns of landowners. We have
started our effort by approaching thetwo largest private prop-
erty groupsin the state and listening to their suggestions.

Diplomacy

When you'refacetofacewith aniratelandowner or sheriff,
diplomacy isthe best strategy. Especialy if they'rearmed.
Avoiding conflict isalways better than inciting it. Asillus
trated by thelosing efforts above, it's better to pay the trespass
fee and be on your way than to be backed into fightingalosing
battle.

And maybethetimeisn't right for either ajudicial chal-
lenge or alegislative effort. Timethen to tend to your
grassroots. With help from the AWA, Georgia has turned to-
wards building a statewideriver group that both highlights the
incredibleriver resources of the state and buildsalarger con-
stituency for future efforts. In September, Georgia hosted a
very successful statewide rivers conference.

Conclugson

Aswestatein our access policy, we believe that boaters
should havetheright tofloat through riversthat flow through
private land. The AWA is pushing to make this policy areality.
Most importantly, weare propelling states to recognize recre-
ational useasaform of commerceand navigation.

We would also like to advocatefor a stronger recognition of
the public trust doctrinein thelaw. In thelandmark case of Na
tional Audubon Society v. Superior Court of Alpine County, the
courtsstated " The very purposesd the Public Trust Doctrine
have evolved in tandem with the changing public perception of
thevaluesand usesof waterways." If thisdoctrine wereincor-
porated morefully into modern law, we wouldn't face the cur-
rent risk of being excluded from public resources.

Inthefuture, look for AWA literature to guide boaters
about navigability law in every state. If youwould like copies
o any of the above case law, please contact AWA at
76435.731@compuserve.comor call Rich Hoffman at (301) 589-
£75¢)
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AWA Comments on Future use of the
Upper Ocoee

In November, AWA submitted commentsto the Forest Ser-
vice about thefuture
use of the upper Ocoee River. Foremost among our recom-
mendationswas that the upper Ocoee should continue to be used
for whitewater recreation after the Olympics. The Forest Service
hasinvested a significant amount of timeand money inthesite,
and thisinfrastructure should be used to benefit all boaters. (The
Savage River in western Maryland hosted the 1989 World
Whitewater Championshipsbut the site has been virtually aban-
doned sincethen and there have been no scheduled whitewater
releasesfrom the Army Corps of Engineer's dam since 1991)
Additional recommendationsinclude: hosting aworld class
freestyle (rodeo) site on the upper Ocoeg; restoring minimum
instream flowsto thisstretch; and issues of cost, management,
and liability.
For copies of &WA™s comments, contact AWA’s Conservation
andd AccessOffice.

ANA Attends ACA Conference

In November, AWA attended the annual meeting of the
American Canoe Association (ACA)in Austin, Texas. AWA’s
Rich Hoffman participated in a panel on navigability and an
open session on conservation and access issues with Tom
Goynes of the Texas River Protection Association and ACA’s
Dave Jenkins. The most dynamic session wasan explosive fo-
rum on effective lobbying hosted by Texas Representative
Edmund Kuempel (R 45th) and former Missouri legislator (and
boater) ChrisKelly. Legendary paddler and president of the
Nantahala Outdoor Center Bunny Johns and Olympic Gold Med-
alist Greg Barton were inducted into the Paddling Hall of Fame.

Accessto Wed Virgnias
Gauley River

At theend of November, AWA, West VirginiaWildwater As
sociation and other private boaters had an opportunity to meet
with Peter Hart, the new National Park Service (NPS) Superin-
tendent for the New, Gauley and Bluestonerivers.

Themeeting wasoriginally to discussthe issue of private
boater access within the Gauley River National Recreation Area
(NRA),the proposed hydropower project on Summersville Dam
(see Hydro section), and to review comments on the NPS man-
agement planfor thisarea.

While access was discussed, the conversation quickly turned
to what is becoming an even moreimportant issuefor private
boaters — commercial development withinthe NRA boundaries.
Over thelast several years, several new roads have been bull-
dozed into the middle and lower Gauley area, buildings have ap-
peared on the canyon rim, and the Sweets Falls area hasmore
bar-b-questhan downtown Summersville. In addition, the WV
Dept. of Natural Resources continues to pushfor a new road
from the existing campground to stock theriver.

Several boaters mentioned that while private boater and
public access iscritical, afew interests seem bent on destroying
thevery resourceswhich attract boatersto theriver. Access
needsare quickly being replaced by the more pressing need to
protect theriver.

Superintendent Hart explained that, while public accessand
development withinthe NRA isan NPSpriority also, that they
are"a paper tiger" with no recourseto purchasing additional
land, and no current way to manage lands unlessthey own them.

Accessto Wed Virginia's
Meadow River

Route 19 i n the Summersville area has been under construction
‘or the past several seasons. One benefit of the road and bridge con.
struction wasto be a parking lot and improvements on an existing

primitive) road at the junction of Route 19 and the Meadow River.
This road was to provide public access to the Meadow for boaters
ind fishermen (takeout for the Middle and put infor the Lower),
ind an administrative access point for emergencies. Dueto the
steepness of theroad, it was considered to offer walking access.
Both the NPSand the WV Division of Natural Resources supported
‘his construction.

However, it never happened. Constructionis now completein
‘hisarea, and theguardrail has been replaced. No parking area
was built, and thereisnoway to pull off to accessthe existing trail.

The NPS needs help i n getting this access back on track. Boat-
ars can writeto:

Mr. Rusty Hall
WV Division of Highways
Roadway Design Division
Bldg. 5, Room A-416
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, WV 253050430
Please call the AWA officeat (301) 589-9453for further informa-

tion.

Presents

Whitewater Dancer Il

Thisvideo hasitall! Underwater
rolls, the 89 Worlds, Rodeos,
Hotwave and hole surfing, Class
V wipeouts, Tunes by World
Famous Fiddle Master Papa
John Creech! H-H stereo 55 Min.

How to Organize a Successful River/Outdoor Cleanup
Entertaining and informative. Of special interesttoclubs. Get
involved. CLEAN UP A RIVER. HI-FI stereo 18 Min.

Highlights of the Grand Canyon '90

Get into The Grand Canyon. See the big drops and an
innertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

Highlights of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork and
Big Sandy

See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

How to Modify a Sabre

All you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic
playboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous
tunes. HI-Fl stereo 49 Min.

To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order
for $19.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
12 Freedom Drive, Collinsville, CT 06022, 2031693-8750
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by Ed E. Lyne

—An eight-lane interstate highway

(known as the "beltway")
encircles the nation's capital like

st & MONStrous snake, separating

the noxious inferno of politics
from the rest of the nation. The

_'.'._populace peers in with an attitude

of bewildered dismay. Meanwhile,
politicians, bureaucrats, T.V.
newscasters, lobbyists, lawyers,
thieves, reporters, muggers,
government contractors, drug
addicts, and spies form a
cacophonous Tower of Babel. At
the center, gripping his new
Contract with America like the
Sword of Gehghis Khan, Newt
Gingrich, newly enthroned
Speaker of the House, announces
a gradiose strategy to transform
the planet. Undetrred by this
horrific scene, alert whitewater
boaters, trapped deep inside the
beltway, carefully filter the
pandemonium to report on
anything and everything affecting
whitewater rivers.

~

Ever sinceBill Clinton invited Newt Gingrich and apack of
other political typestofly over to Israel with him last Noveinher
for thefuneral of Prime Minister Rabin, eventsinside the .
beltway have been dominated by what happened on that flight.
Bill acted like a Big Bully. Hewouldn't play hearts with Newt
and made him leave through the back door.

Newt got pretty steamed about this treatment. But if the
truth be known, hewasin a bad mood even before he got onthe
flight to Israel.

It all started in early November. Gingrich wasfondling a
baby cougar in the office of Ohio Congressman, John Kasich,
when thelittle bugger took a biteout of Newt's chin. (Thecou-
gar wastherewith some monkeysfrom azoofor a" photo op"”

event.)

Things went from bad to worse when Gingrich caught the
flight to Israel with Clinton. Newt expected to jump start nego-
tiationswith Bill on the plane. To set the tone, heannounced In
apreflight press conference that Clinton was the kind of "flip-
flopping, bed-wetting, back- stabbing, cynical, liberal, counter
cultureelitist" that he would love to negotiate with. Despite all
theforeplay, for some reason, negotiations never took flight
when the planedid.

First you get bit by a something from a zoo. Then the Presi-
dent won't play hearts or negotiate political deals with you on
hisbigfancy airplane. Finally you haveto ignominiously exit
through the back of the plane with peoplewho have never even
been President of acountry. Thiskind o treatment can make a
man mad.

Newt got angry enough to make good on his pledge to shut
down the Federal government. He did that within hoursdf his
return. In private conversations with key lieutenants, he made
it clear that thereis more punishment to come. Much more.

Inanutshell, the Gingrich's basic political dynamic goes
likethis. If Bill Clinton supports X, Y and Z, Newt says "Those
spineless, corrupt, spendthrift, taxaholic Democratslike X, Y,
and Z. Ergo, X, Y, and Z are bad and our team should destroy
them all.”

Until hesensed that it would irritate Newt, Bill never made
much fuss about the environment. Heleft that mostly to his
sidekick, Al and to Bruce "Biologica Diversity" Babbit. Lately,
however, Bill hasbeen acting more friendly toforests, parks,
endangered species, clean water and clean air.

According to the basic political dynamic, Newt needsto de-
stroy all of theabove to make Bill look bad.

But can Newt manageto trash the nation's environment all
by hislonesome?After all, Bob Doleand alot of other Big Dogs
arealso playing around in the same sandbox. And quiteafew
people on Newt's own team, like Sherwood Boehlert (R-NY),
John Chafee (R-RI),and Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD),are green to
the core. Don't they have any say?

Theanswer is"Yes But". First of all, when Newt getsangry,
he unleashes his pack of 78 mad dogfreshman Republicans.
They start barking at other people in Congressand running
amok, scaring the bejeezus out of all the moderates. Thisraven-
ous pack of pit bulls salivates at the thought of tearing apart the
nation's burdensome environmental lawsand privatizing
America's mismanaged natural resources. Those resources
(parks,forests, rivers, etc.) are all being underutilized by Fed-
eral bureaucrats, they say. Forests, mountains, and rivers
would be more profitably managed by Canadian mining compa
nies and Japanesetimber conglomerates who won't |et them
just go to weed and fill up with a bunch of worthlesswild ani-
mals.
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Fear and Loathing

Newt has al so devel oped techniques to convince ordinary
folksthat thefreshman classisnot really the mob of rabid anti-
environmentalist pit bullsthey seemto be. That imageisjust a
fiction perpetuated by the"liberal media", according to Newt.

How doesthi s technique work? A Congressional |eadership
group recently explained how to pull it off. "Don't get all wor-
ried and obsessed with your anti-environmental votes", they
told the new Congressmen. " Call a press conference. Have
photo of yourself planting a tree. Put some smiling children and
seniorsinthe picture. Peoplewill think you areacard carrying
died-in-the- wool friend of the environment.”

Thisway, according to theleadership group, a member of
Congress can vote to hand over wildernessto oil companies,
close national parks, pave over wetlands, polluteriversand
streams, and do most anything el se he needsto do to get cam-
paign contributions. And he can still get a big piece of theenvi-
ronmental vote.

Inarecent articlein the New Y orker, Newt revealed that he
has al so been teaching hisfollowers to use carefully selected
negative words to describethe opposition. The best words, ac-
cordingto Newt, are “sick”, " corrupt", "bizarre", and " self-
serving". If an opposition politician hasany environmental
credential s whatsoever, Newt advised histeammatesto refer to
poor devil asa member of the" ecoterrorist underworld". If he
supportsnational forest wilderness, call hima"tree-spiking,
knee-jerk, tax-and-spend liberal".

The most amazing thing about thisbold strategy isthat, ac-
cording to the inside-the-beltway pollsters and spin doctors, it
works! Another thing to remember isthat Newt isnot alonein
hismission.

Who are the other Congressional Big Dogs pushing the
trash-the-environment agenda?Their names are not exactly
household words yet. (Probably because Newt and Sonny Bono
have been hogging all the cameras.) But one day they will befa
mousfor the big changesthey aretryingto bring about.

One Big Dog is John Doalittle from California, Chairman of
the Subcommittee on Water and Power Resourcesin the House
Resources Committee. John wants to build Auburn Dam, a 22
billion dollar boondoogle that issupposed to protect Sacra:
mento from a 200-yearflood, that is, unlessit isdemolished by
an earthquake beforehand. Thisdam, bigger than either Grand
Coulee or Hoover and more expensive than both, will ruin the
American River, California's most popular whitewater area.
Doolittle proposesto pay for the project by selling off the Red-
wood National Park.

Another Big Dog is Ken Calvert, alsofrom California. Ken
is Chairman of the House Subcommittee on Energy and Min-
eral Resources. Ken got caught doing funny things with a pros-
titute on the Los Angelesfreeway just before hiselection, but
got elected anyway by histolerant constituents. Ken wantsto
giveaway billions of dollarsworth of val uable mining deposits
on public lands to Canadian mining companies and let them
walk away from the empty mineswithout cleaning up their
Mess.

Then there's James Hansen, from Utah, Chairman o the
House Subcommittee on National Parks and Public Lands. He
wantsto close down alot of national parksand up the entrance
feesat all therest.

Idaho Senator, Larry Craig, wantsto alow more jet boats
and other motorized rivercraft in wild and scenic rivers.

Montana's Senator Conrad Burnsintroduced a bill to give
Z0 million acres of Federal land over to the States.

Don't forget Don Y oung, from Alaska, Chairman of the
Natural Resources Committeein the House of Representatives.
Don wants to gut the Endangered Species Act, repeal wilder-
ness protection laws, open up the Arctic National Wildlife Ref-
ugetooil companies, get rid of the Tongass National Forest,
and tax outdoor equipment manufacturersto pay for nongame
wildlife.

A redlly Big Dog is Tom DeLay, from Texas. Tom wantsto
repeal the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act and just about ev-

Inside the Beltway

ery other environmental law. He keepsa black book of the na-
tions biggest campaign contributors. If you arenot init, heis
against whatever you arefor.

Onedf thefiercest Big Dog of the new CongressisBilly
Tauzin, from Louisiana. He calls himself a Blue Dog. Sometimes
heisaDemocrat. Sometimes a Republican. Heiskind of acha
meleon. He has vowed to wipe out endangered speciesand wet-
lands protection so that the oil and gasindustry can make
somereal money. Keep an eye of these boys. They have plans
for al of us.

The key issuesfor boatersare: * How much Federal land is
going to besold off or given away?* How many riversare going
towind up with toxic pollution, dams, jet boats, or some other
form of river abuse?

With Newt this pissed off at Bill, and Newt's pit bulls snarl-
ing ravenously, the toll could be high. Somelandswill be sold to
corporationsand individual s (starting with forest service ski
areas and valuable mining deposits) at far lessthan fair market
value.

Somelands will be given to States to do with what they will.
Wildlife Refugesand lands managed by the Bureau of Land
Management will probably fall inthiscategory. Legislation has
already been floated to transfer the entire Tongass National
Forest to the State of Alaska, for free, to beclear cut.

Somelandswill remain in Federal ownership, at least for
now, but under alot less management. First of all no money will
be provided to catch pollutersand exploiters. Accessfeesfor
recreational users, however, will go sky high. Parks, like the
Mojave National Preserve, will betransferred from Park Ser-
vice management to less protective agencies.

In those parksthat remain, concessionaireswill become
more entrenched and |less competitive.

Millions of acresareinvolved. We (youand | and other
Americans) still own one-fourth of the entire acreage of the na:
tion. We own 268 million acres managed by the Bureau o land
Management in twelvewestern states. We own 191 million acres
of national forest lands i n 44 States which are supposed to be
managed for recreation, wildlife, and long-term timber produc-
tion. We own 87.4 million acres of lands managed for fish and
wildlife. And we own 77 million acres of national parksin 49
States.

BigDogsin the new Congress have made it clear that they
plan to give away or sell off vast portions of these landsand
managethe rest for private profit.

River recreation will be affected by thechangesinland
ownership and management. Riverswill also be subjected to
more jet boats and other kindsof visual, chemical, and biologi-
cal damage.

For example, the Clean Water Act isbeing radically altered
and a bill isunder consideration to eliminate regulation of jet
boats on the wild and scenic portion of the Snake.

Addinginsult to injury, both anti-environment and pro-en-
vironment Congressmen ar e ganging up against boaters and
other recreational usersaf public landsand rivers.

They aresigning on tolegislation tolevy feesdf up to5 per-
cent on kayaks and kayak equipment. The proceedswill be
turned over to the same State agencies that are attempting to
cut back on whitewater boating on streamslike the Upper
Yough and the Savage. Thisisknown asthe" Teaming with
Wildlife" tax.

AWA isworking hard to stop thistax, but many environ-
mental groups have been bamboozled into signing on.

The bottom lineis: if you arefollowing eventsinside the
beltway, swallow hard and grit your teeth. Therideisgoingto
be bumpy from now on.
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AWA NationwideWhitewater | nventory
Edited by Pope Barrow, $15 book/$7 disk ($2.90 postage)
*Revised listingdf every whitewater river
nationwide
*River mapsfor dl USrivers
*Incdludesmileage, accesspoints, ratings
TheRiversof Chile
By LarsHolbek, $5 ($1 postage)
e A guidetomorethan 20Chileanrivers

It's not how good you paddle... it's how good you look!

Completeyour whitewater librarywithan AWA publication

Send paymentto AWA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464

Riversat Risk—The Concerned Citizens
Guideto Hydropower

ByJohn D. Escheverria, Pope Barrowand Richard
Roos-Callins; cloth $29.95/paper $17.95 ($2.90
postage)

e A sudy o whitewater'snog seriousthresat

AWA Safety Codes
1-99 $.25; 100-199 $.20; over 200 $.15

sThe original criteriadf boating safety
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Left:T. McEwan on San Marcus

- | felt for Charlie. Six years ago | had

¢ talked him, and a couple o others, into
exploring a @ mile stretch of the Amahac with
me. Eventhough themost it dropped was45' per
mile over 12 miles, | argued that it might hold
somewhitewater surprises, if the gradient were
distributed unevenly. After all, the mapsregis
tered contoursinincrementsd 100 meterseleva
tion. Three hundred feet o drop can kick up
quitesomeinterestingwhitewater if itisconcen-
trated into a couple of miles.

We were certain the gorge had never been
run; no person among the many we asked along
_ the banks had ever seen kayaks. And it was
enclosed in a6000ft deep canyon. We saw many
spectacular andmemorabl esights: acaveof vam-
pire bats, forinstance, andseveral isolated towns
along the river, with hundreds o people but no
roads. But, unfortunately, we found no
whitewater consequential to classlV-V boaters.
Thegradient wasan even downhill slopeandthe
canyon walls never constricted.

For 8@ mileswescraped downgravel barsand
rodeeachother's wakesacrosstheflats, tryingto
stay out of theriver widecrayfish traps. It wasa
class I-II-I1I river, beautiful for canoe-camping.
Charlie was able to enjoy the trip despite its
disappointing whitewater. In fact, he was the
only onewho didn't complain vociferoudly.

That was six years ago. This year, when it
appeared that we could explore another section
further up the Amahac, | was sorry Charlie
couldn't be with us. Whilewe decided to run 30
milesof theriver, aboveour former putin,at La
Palma, Charlie had to board a plane for home.

During thedry season, thetrue source o the
Rio Amahac is the caves o Tolantongo. These
areafantasticcluster of cliff sidecaverns, out of
which gushes 300 cfsdf blue-green water. Out of
onecave comescold spring water, from another,
hot water. Followtheflow o ahot spring 60 back
into the cliff and it becomes a steam room like
those in a health club. Except that it is pitch
black, and couples"huddle" in the corners.

Climbinto theback of another large caveand
you can swim down a three foot rapid and be
tumbled around in the swirls. A lifeguard will
not allow you to swim into still another pool,
further back in darkness. It hasawhirlpool, he
explains, and some of the water goes out the
bottom.

"Hasanyone ever been killed there?" | ask.

"Only afew", hesays. But that iswhy hehas
been stationed there. The springsand cavesare
said by localsto have medicinal virtues.

TheRioTolantangotour falls900 over two 60
water fallsin 4 miles, beforeit emptiesinto the
larger Amahac river canyon. Not knowing
whether thetwo 60 falls, degpinacreviceonthe

i‘ .he better theUpper Amahacgot,theworse



Tolantango, were
portageable, we
chose to drive
around to the
confluence with the
Amahac at
Chalmita. The
Amahac added only
0 cfs. Afew miles
downstream an-
other stream out o
the reservoir
Metztitlan, added
50-75cfs. Fromthese
sources, we had a
grand total of about
500 cfs of water; we
saw noother signifi-
cant tributaries for
- 1& D miles.

Westarted down
the pastoral river, duckingand dodging under log bridges,
with barely enough water to float over the gravel bars.
Suddenly awoman excitedly waved me over to theside o
theriver. Withthreelittledaughtersat her side,all dressed
upin pastel jumpers, sheinsistently warned meabout the
river downstream. She wasreally concerned. Theriver
below was not at all like the river above. There were
cascadas and "grandes piedras” in the rio! The three
others she had seen ahead d me didn't know what was
ahead!

I didmy level best tocontain my elation and receive her
warnings seriously. It wasclear that shefeared theriver
below, and | was touched that she would be so concerned
for total strangers. But themoreexcited shegot, the better
it soundedto me. After | assured her several timesthat we
would exercisetheutmost caution, | wentontocatch upto
the otherswith alight heart.

Not far downstream, we encountered a mile of very
tightrapids. Wehad to scout most,and set saf ety at acouple
of strainers. With alittle care everything was runnable.
Ericflipped and lost hispaddle under an undercut. There
were, oneafter another, narrow slotsand boofsfor about a
mile. The best part was knowing that those sweet little
dropswerebeingrunfor thefirst time. By luck, avillager
nearby watched usrun thefirst few rapids. | felt that his
report would make its way back to the concerned woman
upstream, letting her know we would be okay.

San Andres Miraflores and La Palma are two very
different little towns, deep in the bottom of the Amahac
river gorge. Miraflores is a day's paddle (20 k.) beow
Chamita. LaPalma isanother 20 k. down easy-goinglittle
rapids, and an extra8 mi. around by car. It hasareputa
tionfor drugsand murders. Unfortunately, whenwefound
out about the access by road to Miraflores we had already
arrangedfor adriver to meet usat LaPalma. Wecouldn't
change plans.

Paddling into Miraflores, we met some young fellows
speakingalittleEnglish,anddrivingavanwithanexpired
Georgia plate on the front bumper and an expired Texas

SWeer ;
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plate ontherear. They runataxi service to Ixmiquilpan
with thevan when they are not working for alandscaping
company in Georgia.

Before dark, Benand Jon coaxed somed thetownkids
into trying out the boats. Soon they were the center of
attention o about 20 kids and another 20 adults. None of
the girls would try it; | guess, because they didn't have
swimsuits. Theboyswere soon down to their underwear
and piling onto the boats, tipping them over and having a
great time. Later we wereinvited for dinner at afamily's
house in the town. Eric and Jon played basketball in the
town plaza (Miraflores rules). Ben was the only one the
whole trip that managed to make a date—with a pretty
Mexican school teacher named Rosie. The next morning,
after waking up to a breakfast o "' cafe con leche and pan
dulce", we paddled on to LaPalma.

Thefirst English wordsl heard from acrowd of about 30
school children gawking at us from out o a classroom
window as| carried my boat into LaPalma were"F...Y..I"
Not wanting to encourage them, | was careful not to react.
It was a town school with a big U.N. logo on the side.
Whoever wastherel ast speaking Englishleftalegacy. The
kidstried afew other coarse expressionsin English before
someone remembered the word, "HELLO!" That at |east
was worth acknowledging.

In LaPalma we soon met thetownlocos. Inthesquare
three very drunk men invited usinto their beer and soda
stand. Since it was the only place in town we could find
beverages, wereticently accepted. Their eyes were doing
strangerotationsintheir headsandthey staggered asif the
pavement weregyratingunderfoot. They weren't drinking

Top left: T. McEwan at Moctezuma
Above:Jon Brown on Santa Maria
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Ben Jewit at Amahac

If you’re gonna squirt
INn asKirt,
wear a sealkin!
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anythingfromthecooler;instead, agallonplasticbucket
inthecorner filled with afoam covered, whitishliquid
had their attention.

Itwas" pulque”,alocal liquor like M oonshine, made
from the Agave plant. They offered us a foam topped
glass, and | think each of uswastempted totakeat | east
asmall sipto see how it tasted. | was, however, deter-
mined not todrink anythingthat did not at |east havea
printed, company label. Later, when one of them con-
fided to me that he had mysteriously goneblind in one
eye, | wasreally glad that | had abstained.

How can you every claim to be thefirst to paddlea
river? According to logic, it is impossible to prove a
negative. Even if you have read all o the paddling
magazinesand newsl etters, there can always be, with-
out your knowing, aMexican (or Polish) team that beat
youtoit. Butinasmall,isolated community thelocals
remember unusual peopleand events. When you show
upintheir back yard with hi-tech boats and gear, they
stop what they are doing to watch you.

So | assume, pretty safely | think, that thelocalson
the Amahac would know if other paddlers had been
there before. And |1 think that when we go back to the
Amahac again, the locals are going to remember the
group in '95 who lost a paddle in the "cascadas
peligrosas” but were otherwise "muy bien".

River Rescve Course
Doty TR14
Let river rescue expert Charlie Walbridge bring you up to date on the lat-
est safety and rescue techniques in this hands-on two-day clinic. From
accident prevention to aggressiveswimming and wading techniques, the
focus is on low-tech effectiverescues that can save alife.

ACA Instructor Certification
April 11-14, May 20-24
American Canoe Association instructor certification is the standard for
canoe and kayak instructors acrossthe U.S. This 4- or 5<day course is
designed for experienced paddiers and instructors who want to expand

their repertoires and evaluate their Daddlink
Z’U"l DOOR

and teaching skills against this national

tandasd

Call for our
|_eolor brochure

1-800-532-7483

Charlemont, Massachusetts 01339
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What's Bigger and Meaner than the Futaleufu?

gine warfs the Rio Futaleufu.
- flowing tnrougn a beautiful and grandiose
Patagonian landscape. tnis istne fin Baker. the -
5 B == s N == == |

most voluminousriver in the South racirie. Scaie

BAKERI ™" i,

crasstropny Tish, and the biggest runnable
Oy JSOMN Foss wnnewaterim e

Above: Clay Wright dropping 1o e uottom of £'Nef. Phoro oy Jonn ross.




The Baker drains Campo de Heilo Norte, a huge conti-
nental ice sheet that blocks the moisture-laden south Pa
cific storm track, and Lago General Carrera, the second
largest freshwater lake in South America. The Baker
watershed formsa botanical and climatic transition zone
incentral Patagonia. At 47 degrees Slatitude, theaustral
temperate flora o northern Patagonia merges with the
frigid, sub-antarctic floraof the south. Juxtaposed on the
leeward side of the ice pack, the sheltered Baker valley
boasts an arid, sunny climate, much in contrast to the
verdant, saturated coastal archipelago and bleak, wind-
swept pampato the east.

The western horizon is dominated by a series d mas
sive, serrated peaks, with Cerro Arenales (3365 m) the
highest and most impressive. Out of sight to the west is
Monte San Valentin (3910 m), the highest peak in the
southern Andes.

The upper river hasfour distinct sectionsthat runthe
spectrum from serene, swift-moving flatwater, totumul tu-
ous, unrunnable class VI. Sobek attempted the first raft
descent o the upper canyon in 1992. As guide Monte
Becker succinctly stated,"...wecame, we saw, we got pum-
meled, wehiked out!" Thetwosafety kayakersonthetrip,
Rocket and Chuck Carpenter, persevered and completed
thefirst descent by portaging the entirethird canyon.

The uninitiated should realistically plan to spend one
and a half dayson the upper Baker. The time consuming
scoutsrequiretraversingthedry Patagonian shrub steppe
and battling vicious horseflies. And if you choseto begin
your descent at thenacimiento onLago Bertrand, 12 kmsd
swift, azureflatwater must be paddled beforereaching the
first bigdrop, E'Nef.

We named this impressive doublefalls after the cold,
glacial Rio Nef,whichemptiesinto the Baker fromthewest

just below the rapid. The 3 meter and 4 meter fals are
separated by a turbulent 50 meter pool. Depending on the
flow, various routes can befound through both drops. A
long pool below ENef marksthetop d thefirst canyon.

Scout thoroughly from the bluffs above river left to
continue downstream. When hoisting your boat on shore
you will leavealot of plastic onthesharp schist that forms
E'Nef and the dark, foreboding canyon walls below. The
first two big rapids come in quick succession. Current
velocity is deceptive and requires a correct ferry angle
upon entrance to the tongue. The rapids have obvious
routes but tricky eddy lines and pul sating boilscan throw
you off course. Onceinthe juice, hold on! Hugecrashing
waves and extremely turbulent hydraulics can surf you
into gigantic holes. At flows of 30,000to 40,000cfs all the
holes seemed to be flushing, but if you were to unfortu-
nately find yourself in the depths o a gran hoyo, it would
not befun trying to escape.

Along pool separatesthefirst tworapidsfromthethird
drop, which we named Bill Wall Shot. This violent mael-
strom isaquantum leap beyond the Wall Shot of Futaluefu
fame. By cutting hard right toleft, you may beabletoavoid
both thebus-sized entry holeandamajor pummelinginthe
huge reflex waves coming off the wall at the bottom. The
alternative is down the center for the BIG ride. While
cresting the set of explosive 6 meter high waves, it isquite
possible to get surfed into the turbulent right eddy - even
though most of thewater isflushing totheleft. Regardless
o which route you choosg, it's wild!

Onemore bigrapid remainsin thefirst canyon...Steep
Sneakin'. We wimped out and boofed the far right side to
avoid a horrendous hole on the left and another in the
center...that fed back into the nightmare on the | eft!

Continuing downstream, a virtually flat, albeit turbu-
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THE BAD-ASS BAER!

lent, narrow canyon follows. Clay Wright saysthat it is
"scary fun" to surf the remolinos extremos that surface
fromthedepthsbelow. Hefield tested the Baker's swirling
vortexes, compared them to those on the Rio General in
CostaRica, and concluded that the Baker's last longer and
suck deeper!

Puentel aPasarelamarkstheend of the second canyon.
Oned thebiggest and best surfing wavesin Chileislocated

500 metersbelow thisbridge. Itisanincrediblerewardfor
your effortsand comescompl ete with an auto-return eddy
on the right. The wave's oceanic dimensions are sure to
lure paddlers to the Baker for future Patagonian rodeo's.

Continuing downstream, the third canyon is an
unrunnableclass VI portagefest. Asnoted earlier, Rocket
and Chuck actually carried their boats around all of the
heinousdropsin thisgorge. Go check them out onfoot if
you like, but for convenience, take your boat out o the
river a kilometer below the play wave at an old cable
crossing.

Thereareonly six runnabl erapidsonthe upper Baker.
Itisahelluvalongway todrivefor six rapids, but if youare
cruisingaround central Patagoniaandlifeisgettingalittie
dull, the Baker isafine place to scare yourself senseless.
After a few runs, the intimidation factor may actually
diminishtothepoint whereyouareactually havingfun! If
youfeel comfortableintheFutaleufu's ThroneRoom,then
you areready for the Baker.

From Coihaique, drive south on the Carretera Austral
20kmsto PuertoBertrand. For stunningviews, putinon
thelake. Analternativeegressisl0kmsdownstream at a
fisherman's pullout alongtheroad. Takeout 2kmsdown-
stream from the lake, turning south on an obscure road
acrossfromawood frame housewitharusted brown metal
roof. Continue another kilometer down to the river.

Editors Note: Thisdescription wasexcerpted from John Foss
upcoming book titled, “Chile Whitewater: A Raftingand
Kavaking Guide," tentatively scheduled to bepublished Fall
1996, river gods permitting.

Left Page: Clay Wright entering the right side of £'Nef.

Right: Josh Lowry boofin’ Steep Sneakin'.

Alr:llghl Inflatables_
_ 412 - 329 - BEGE
P.O. Bu: 36
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10 HARD PARTS! Ask for Toni
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Zbel Captures Gauley Race

|
olumbus Day Monday, Octo
.- i A ber 9, 1995. Afall high pres
sure system was giving the
Summerville, West Virginiaarea f
weather appropriate to the name of the !
| town. |
| had rafted the Upper Gauley the
day before with somefriends and has
been overwhelmed by the experience.
Even now, 24 hourslater, | could still
feel the water, powerful and unpredict-
able. At other times, it wasgentleand|
| feltlikel wasfloatingonacloud. |
wanted to stand at the source of the
| river andfeel and smell and taste the
| mist once more. And so, | drovetothe
base of the dam.

| noticed a crowd of kayakers gath-
ering in the parkinglot. | knew they
were kayakers because Mongoose, our |
raft guide, had pointed them out. Mon- -
goosedidn't hold much with kayakers.
| guess hefelt they were like snakes
and he was...well...he was the Mon-

1 20056,

I didn't much agree. They looked
freeto me. Ableto gowherethey
wanted without aloud voicein their
ear yelling, "Right back™, "All full
ahead", or Mongoose'sfavorite,
"Paddle, Dammit!". | had envied them
their freedom from my seat in the raft.

But they looked different today.
They were stretching into strange
shapes. Occasionally, one would greet
theother with aloud U.S Marinelike
grunt and they would high-five. Many
had longer and older boatsthan | had
seen the day before. They were not put-

iy e ting on, either. They just stood and
= talked and milled around, like they
*E were waiting for something.

. "What's happening?" | asked.

F . r "Today isthethird Animal Gauley

- . Race." A young mananswered. Hewas
tall,lean, and athletic. Hehad a
strange accent. | moved on to another.
He was much older. He had an open
face, a warm smile, and helooked at my
eyes. Thisonedidn't look very athletic
or lean, for that matter. That's when |
scrutinized therest of the group and |
expecteJ TEGEE LT G Pl LRI, B




my tall and |ean acquaintance. To my
surprisethere were womenand chil-
dren and old men in thisracel!! Young-
stersnot old enough to shave were rac-
ing men old enough to betheir grandfa-
thersand women who could have been
their mothers.

"Who are these people?" | asked.

"Somear e students, some are raft
guides, video boaters, doctors, lawyers,
computer programmers, nurses."

"What isthisraceall about?"

"We put in just downstream and run
all the way to just below Sweet's Falls.
It's about 8 mileslong and it takes
about an hour. Then we have a party."

"What about you? Do you race,
also?' | asked.

"Of coursel do. | won't win. But
thefun for meisthe challenge of finish-
ingtherace."

| listened to the competitor's meet-
ing and walked to the start line with
some o the Park Rangers. They ex-
plained that theracers started oneat a
time because there was not enough
roomontheriver for amassstart. | lis
tened asthe competitors cheered for
each other asthey started downriver,
one-by-one. There were even canoes!!!
Then they weregoneand | hurried to
get to Sweet's Falls Finish Line.

What asight it was. The racers who
finished were panting and clapping one
another on the back. Aseach racer
cameinto view, all eyeswould beon
the paddler ashe or sheran Sweet's
Falls. Several had the misfortuneto
flipinfront of the assembled crowd.
Two swam, but their "time" wasre-
corded when their bodies passed the
finishline.

There were walkietalkiesat thefin-
ish lineand peoplestationed upstream
at themagjor rapids. Word came that
oned theracershad withdrawn after
thestart. He had taken a swim and
was safeand unhurt, but hedid not
want to get a time.

It wasquitea party. | overheard ev-
erybody talking about thisline at
Tumblehomeor thatlineat Iron Ring
and people were congratulating each
other for just finishing. It looked like
such fun to me. | would giveanything
to havethe health, skill, and daring to
do what those 46 peopledid.

Later, amidfood, beverages, and
musi ¢, the winners were announced.

All o the competitors applauded the
fine work of Donnie Hudspeth, the race
organizer, and North American River

who helped at the start and finish, and
party. Theevent, which raises money
for the West Virginia River's Coali-
tion, could not have happened without
the generousdonation o their time.
Theevent had several important
sponsors who donated time, services,
product, and/or money. Thisyear's
title sponsorswere Wendy's o
Summersville and Wendy's d Oak
Hill. Additionally, thefollowingpro-
vided support or major prizes, New
Wave Kayaks, Perception Kayaks,
Ridge Rider and Blue Ridge Outdoors
in Fayetteville, Sand R Boardroom,
Sidewinder Paddles, Mountain Surf of
Friendsville, Md., East-West T-shirt
Printing, and, of course, the National
Park Service. Whitewater Photogra:
phy provided photosof all theracers
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Left top: Roger Zbel "the
Champ", on his way to another
1st overall, Upper Gauley Race
1995. Photo courtesy of
Whitewater Photography

Left bottom: John Deardorf on
hisway to a course record in
open canoe, Upper Gauley
Race 1995. Photo courtesy of
Whitewater Photography

Above: Middy Tilghman, 15
years old, has a hardcore day.
Pillow Rock, Upper Gauley
Race 1995. Photo courtesy of
Whitewater Photography

RunnersSNARRz,and all thevolunteers at Pillow Rock.




1995 UPPER GAULEY RACE RESULTS

Place Overall Name Time Class | PlaceOverall Name Time Class
= T Roger Zbel 4527 WwW 24 Jocelyn Hernreid 5554 5L

) MikeHipsher 4624 WW 25 Deb Rhule 5813 5L

3 Steve Kauffman 4652 2 WW 26,27 Wayne Amsburg ess  SL

4 Clay Wright 50l WW 26./07 Jon Nelson 56:55 8L

5 Howard Tidwell 503  SL H Patrick Henchley hES8 SL

G Tracy Clapp 51:35 WwW =y Joe Greiner 58573k

(] Rick Gusic 513 SL 30 Shannon Carroll 5711 5L

B Dan Brabee 5I:4  SL 31 Ryan Bahn 571 SL.CI

9 Sherwood Horine BEIl 5L K+ Jeff Knechtel 5722 SL

1] Middy Tilghman 522 WW 5 Brant McLaughlin 5722 SL

11 Scott Hasson 533 ww 3 Katie Neidert 5128  SL

12 Billy Zolars 5236 SL &5 Jason Allen 5737 5L

13 Erie Lindberg 5311 SL 36 Mary Bethune 5753 5L

14 Travis Palmer 5315 5L a7 Trey Marley 5755 5L

15 ChrisHipgrave 5342 SL K Beau Bethel 5815 SL

16 Colleen Laffey HOE WWwW a0 Heidi Domeison Bl02  SL.C1.W

17 Chris Emerick Ml SL T Heather Snow Bln0E— Sk

14 Donnie Hudspeth M2 SL 41 Buffy Bailey B205 SL

19 Ken Kruger M3 5L 42 Becky Blevins BH:15 8L

20 Tim Kennedy 541 5L 43 John Deardorf BE0S  OC-1

21 Carolyn Porter 56 Ww 44 Larry Napier BE:55 5L

2 Kurt Braunlich 6527 8L 45 Steve Frazier G556 OC-1

x| Kathy Howerton 5533 wWw

UPPER GAULEY RACE

Wikiwaer Meris- Fstest Overal DONT GET CAUGHT UP
Wildwater Womens- A CREEK WITHOUT IT

Colleen Laffey, 54:05, 1995
SlalomMen's -

Howard Tidwell, 50:26, 1995
Slalom Woman's -

Saskia Johnson, 55:00, 1994
C-1 Men's -

Ryan Bahn, 57:21, 1995
C-1 Woman's-

Heidie Domeison, 60:02, 1995
0C-1’'s Men's-

John Deardorff, 66:09, 1995

L |

~.the most successful
..kayak. of all times..."
-claimed a british whitewater
magazine.So why don't we seeit? When you're caught om the watcs

University Medical Center and a

Address in exile[from North Carolina]: | with amedical emergency you Board Member of the Wilderness
r """ can depend on Adventure Medical Society His extensive
{ el e e e T Medical Kits. Adapting medical knowledge and techniques

have revolutionized medical kits
for kayakers, canoeists and other
adventure sport enthusiasts.

E.R. techniques to outdoor
medicine is the unique specialty
(706) 745 6056 G‘ A of Dr. Eric A. Weiss, the leading
_-:--l: ; . T!';';'-'l e b iy B Ladr wvilla h-mrr.u- L1 '- -'- auth.or.lty on mod(—T‘m W”de'jn% Adventu
medicine. Dr. Weiss, an avid paddler,
The S t ra :E o ( 2 ua :E c ; isthe Associate Director of Trauma | Medlc it ornd Leader m
. . . . e e ative Hirst Ai
with the widest sweet spot -Again to — and Emergency Medicine at Stanford . CALL 1-800-324- 3517
inspire pretenders? Don't worry about it! FOR FREE CATALOG

You have been told. See it!
American Whitewater v February 1996
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Challenging the Incredible
Clark'sFork of the
Ycllowstone

’ AWA Regional Coordinator Mark White
paddied the Clark's Fork of the Yellowstonein
1990. American Whitewater editor Bob Gedekoh
made the run in 1995, In thisstory the two
combine forcesto reveal what itisliketo
challenge one of the most spectacular, difficult
and endangered wilderness riversin the western

United States.

& Editor'snote: Mark White's account isreproduced initalics.
Bob Gedekoh'sisin our standardprint.

"W About thetimel decided that | really wanted to
runthe Clark's Fork o the Y ellowstone, | started to pick
up on the subtle... almost subliminal... references to De
liberation Corner and Leap of Faith. Clark's Fork veter-
answould whisper the namesd theserapids, invari-—____
ably rolling their eyesto the heavens, while ex- .
changing sly, May the Saints Preserve Uslooks.

But no one seemed eager to volunteer any
hard, coldfacts."Y ou'll see when you get
there," one Montana boater told metersely, as
if there were some taboo against discussing
Desperation and Leap outside o thesacred
Clark's Fork canyon.

"If you can paddle therest of theriver, you
can handle them," akayaker from Wyoming
observed solemnly. "1n most respects they are
easier thanalot o theother rapidsonthe
river," he continued, asif to reassureme.

But | wasnot reassured. Infact, | smelledarat.
What exactly did he mean by "In most respects...?"
And why did my sources occasionally slip up and substi-
tute the words Desperation and Demolitionfor Delibera
tion?

It was not until my buddy from Virginia, Gary Ward,
and | flew into Boiseen route to the Clark's Fork, that | Above: Paul Zerkelbach, Clark Fork Carry.Photo by Tom Schibig.
managed, with considerable arm twisting, to unravel the  Inset: Paul Kopcynski, Day 2. Photo by Tom Schibig.
mystery surrounding Deliberation and Leap. | subjected
my friend Tim Shanahan, a displaced easterner who had
written a brief account of a Clark's Fork expedition for
this magazine several years ago, and whitewater legend

American Whitewater v February 1996




Challenging the Incredible Clark's Fork of the Yellowstone

Rob Lesser to a cross examination that would have made
F. LeeBailey proud.

Thisiswhat | learned. The mandatory movesat De
liberation Corner and Leap of Faith were simple. Each
wassaid tofeature a straightforward approach to aledge
that wasvaguely described as more than ten but less
than twenty feet. The outflow o each wassaid to belong,
but manageable, classIV+. Both rapids could be recog-
nized from above. So what was the big deal ?

The big deal wasthat both Deliberationand Leap
were surrounded by shear canyon walls, towering thou-
sands of feet above the river. And each was positioned
smack inthemiddle of sequences d seriousclassV and,
some would say, Class VI whitewater.

Thetorturous course of the Clark's Fork was defined
by these cliffsand, even at low water, my sources told me
there wasn't much roomfor anything but theriver at the
base of the canyon. Fortunately it was at |east theoreti-
cally possibleto scout, and/or portage, most of the"sig-
nificant" whitewater.

But not at Deliberation Corner and Leap o Faith.
Here the canyon walls reportedly plummeted directly
into the water, leaving no reasonable way to portage, or
even scout. Boaters who had used ropes and climbing
gear to haul their boats part way up the canyon walls,
then traversed narrow ledges on thefaces o the cliffs,
described the experience as "' scary... brutal... impractical
...and worsethan running theriver."”

The bottom line wasthat, for all practical purposes,
both Deliberation and Leap had to berun, and they had
to be run blind!

Rapidsthat fall into the Do or Die category have
never been my favorites. The morel "need to" do some-
thing, theless| "want to." Especially when | can't even
seewhat itis| "need to" do.

Do or Die Rapidsfreak meout. And, likealot of
other boaters, when | freak, I'm proneto screw up.
That's why Gedekoh's Canon of Whitewater Kayakingis
to avoid Do or Diesituations.

But there | was, nervously drivingthrough
Y ellowstonePark from west to east, headed toward the
Clark's Fork. About to violate my sacred principle. What
brought beto this?

I had been seduced by the mystiquedf theriver. Ev-
ery Clark's Fork veteran | had ever met had said the
same thing. The odyssey through the canyon wasone o
the most difficult, intenseand strenuous thingsthey had
ever done. It wasalso said to be one of the most spectacu-
lar and rewarding whitewater wilderness adventuresin
the United States. Everyone who had paddled the Clark's
Fork spoke of the experience with reverence. And they
all said, without hesitation, that they wouldlovetodo it
again.

The more | heard about the Clark's Fork, the morel
wanted todo it.

Below: Paul Zerkelbach, Day 2.Photo by Tom Schibig.
Inset: Rob Lesser holding class. Photo by Tom Schibig
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I knew from experience that every wilderness
whitewater river o epic proportion has a steep price o
admission. On the Clark's Fork | figured our ticketsto
ride would most likely be punched at Deliberation Cor-
ner and Leap of Faith.

"W TheClark's Fork of the Yellowstoneoriginateson
theWyoming/ Montana border just east of Yellowstone
National Park. The headwaters are surrounded by such
towering peaks asthe Thunderer, Windy Mountain, Bear
Tooth and Montana'stallest mountain; 12,799 foot Granite
Peak. It subsequently flowsthrougha chasmmorethan
4000 feat deep i nthe heart of the Beartooth Mountains.
Theriver initially heads southeast, then turns northward
to meet the Yellowstone River, which eventually flows

had never been kayaked. Duetoitsremotelocation, inac-
cessihility, incredible gradient and short season, it re-
mained unchallenged. Then, after scouting theriver by
air, a party including Kay Swanson, Ron Frye and Roger
Hazelwood managed to paddle and portage about two
thirdsof the canyon- before being forced to abort their ex-
pedition.

Thefirst successful top to bottom descent of the Clark's
Fork was accomplished in 1984 by the talented and daring
teamof Rob Lesser, John Wasson, Doug Tompkins, Reg
Lakeand Yvon Chouinard. Chouinard subsequently de-
scribed their epic adventurein First Descents. In Search of
Wild Rivers. Prior toour tripin 1990the Clark's Fork had
only beenrun by a handful of parties, in varying degrees
of desperation.

The Clark's Fork of the Yellowstone typically

into the Missouri

Theriver was named after Captai
William Clark d'Lewisand Clark fame.
I'n 1805they werethefirst white mento
setheriver. (TheClark's Fork of the
Yellowstone should not be confused
withtheClark's Fork River...
Alderton Gorge, Class111:|V.. located
west of Missoula.)

Until themid 7980’s the21 mile
long wilderness class V-VI section of

peaksinJunenear 8000 cfs. Toattempt the

% river at theselevels would beinsane. The
river dries to a trickle by mid-autumn.
Heeausetheflowisso unpredictableon
t#is undammed, high altituderiver,
catching the'window'for ideal
kayaking (1,000 1,200 ¢fs) isa game
of chance. Inthelate summer of 1990
Roy Piskadlo, Larry Dunnand |

' ! placed our betsand madethedrive

the Clark's Fork of the Yellowstone

Top: Day 7. Rob and Paul.Photo by Tom
Schibig.

Inset: Rob Lesser on the Clark's Fork.Photo
by Tom Schibig.

from Salt LakeCity.
i At the put-in, Some twenty miles
southeast of Cooke City, Montana, we
und a clear, shallow river. Roy, Larry
nd I planned to meet a few cohorts. Of
—rgrse, friendshad invited friends and soon

a dnzen kayaker swere sharing coffee, stories
und anticipation.
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Challenging the Incrediblc Clark's Fork of the Y cllowstonc

"Thisisexcellent,” | thought. " The beauty, the crys-
talline water and the rapidsdownstream.” These would
not be easy class111rapids with nameslike Satan's
Steamcleaner. Thiswould benoleisurelyfloat
trip. The Clark's Fork would demand deci-___ =
siveand clear-headed scouting and
river running. It would bea high
stakes game of skill and nerve.
ClassV+,indeed. | hoped we were
up to the challenge. We would
soon find out.

The first cascade of signifi-
cance was a boulder-choked class |
V withonly one tenuous route. A
couple of ustook the challenge
and narrowly avoided vertical
pins. Theremainder of the party
took note of thisand wisely choseto — =
portage.

Ahundred yards downstream we were — =
back on the bank, scouting another long, con¥

Inset: Rob, Doug, and Paul scouting, Day 1. Photo by Tom

Schibig.
Bottom: Rob Lesser. Photo by Tom Schibig.

The canyon began to closein
around us. Theimposing granitewalls
grew higher and higher and the beauty of
| the place was strangely intimidating.
Monstrous slabsof water-polished gran-
iteconstricted theriver. Lush shrouds of
moss clung to the canyon walls, casting
emerald reflectionsin the pools below.
Midway through thefirst after-
noon we approached a thunderousrapid.
Adense mist hungintheair fromthe mael-
- stromdownstream. John Jaycox, a promi-
_» _ nent Colorado kayak builder, and | wererun-
——ningpoint. We pulled intoa microeddy, climbed
out of our kayaksand took a peek. What we saw com-

plexdrop. My friend Paul Zirkelbach, running probe, did  manded respect. Theriver squeezed into a steeptongue re-

fine until he was nearly at the bottom. Then the decep-
tively powerful current flipped and pinned himagainst
some partially submerged bouldersand the overhanging
right wall. There wasno way we could ?a to him; we
could only offerour best wishes. After a few tense mo-
ments Paul wiggled free. We breathed a collectivesigh of
relief, the first of many.

With considerable trepidation therest of us paddied
therapid, with variable success. At this point one paddier
decided that he had seen enough, shouldered hisboat and
headed up the steep incline back to hiscar. Had he contin-
ued much further, hisretreat would not havean been easy
one.

plete with huge, exploding waves, then spilled into a gi-
gantic wall to wall hole created by a garage-sized rock.

Below the hole theriver twisted out of view, but it was
apparent that it continued to plunge precipitously. And
there were no portageroutesat river level; theriver was
bounded by sheer cliffs.

We tentatively climbed back into our boats.

"You should gofirst, John, since you have the biggest
boat,” | suggested.

"No way," hereplied. " Yougofirstand I'll follow."

We continued bobbing around in the eddy until Paul
arrived. Paul had paddled the Clark's Fork the year be-
fore. Heclimbed out of hisboat, surveyed the situationand

i " 5 af -
T g -
. i Ayt el

= o
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Jrowemed,

"Don't doit!" heyelled fromthe
shore. "Get out of your boats!"

We had inadvertently paddled be
yond the best spot to start what has
cometo beappropriately known asthe
Green Monster Portage. I n fact, we had
nearly paddled past the Point of No Return!
We worked our way back upstreamon the
banks, ditched our boatsand scouted theportage.

The best route necessitated a tough quarter mile
scramble up a steep, mossy incline, a onemiletraverse
through a dense pine forest above the cliffs, followed by a
precipitous descent back totheriver.

Heading back to get our kayaks, we paused to peer over
the edge. Four hundred feet below the Clark's Fork wasa
whitewater hell, the three-quarter milelong Corral Creek
Strainer. Water seethed and plunged through a seriesof
rock and log jams, sometimesdisappearing completely be-
neath therubble. There wereno banks, no eddiesand no
still water. It wasa sobering sight. Torunit would have
been certain death.

"1 till think you should have gonefirst,” | said to
John with a deadpan grin.

=¥ During the past five years the Clark's Fork has
become increasingly popular with the cadre of experts

B ¢

o who I.vein Wyoming, Montana
= and Idaho. Accomplished boaters
 including Aurele LaMontagne,
' Greg Goodyear, Paul Kopczynski
and Tom Schibig have explored the
river. Asaconsequence asizeable
¥ ¥ fund of knowledgehas accumulated. |
L wanted to tap into that information.
Granted, pioneering a tough new
whitewater river can beexciting and rewarding,
but thereis something to be said for waiting afew years,
so that others can work out the gruesome details.

Like how to identify the class V and VI rapids before
you paddle into them. And how to portage them most eas-
ily.

Probably no one has done moreto simplify running
the Clark's Fork than Guy Erb, who hastackled it a num-
ber of times. When | started to maketelephoneinquiries
about the Clark's Fork several months before we headed
west, every one d my contacts pointed mein Guy's di-
rection.

When | called him in Bozeman, he seemed likeable

Top: Doug - day 2 rapid. Photo by Tom Schibig.
Inset: Paul Zerkelbach. Photo by Tom Schibig.
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and level headed. He cheerfully mailed meadetailed
five page outline he had prepared, which included the
names and descriptions of the major rapidsand theloca
tion of the mandatory portagesand promising campsites.
Guy had even discovered a couple o precipitous "trails"
that led from theriver tothe rim o the canyon.

| scrutinized Guy's outline carefully. It contained a
wealth d information, but it also made it clear that pad-
dling the Clark's Fork would be no Sunday School pic-
nic. | realized that Gary and | would be morelikely to
have a good time and, moreimportantly, survive the
run, if we could talk Guy into going with us.

After several phonecalls| managed to get
adopted. The dates were set, in early August
we were to rendezvous with Mr. Erband his
paddling buddies at the put-in,

Gary and [ were the first to arrive at
the bridge. [ told Gary 1 hoped thore
woild be at least one or two shaky loolk-
ing out of shape individuals in our party;
[ hiad no desire to be the weak link. So0n
we were joined by nearly a dozen other
boaters, including Guy. | serutinized th
crowd and shook my head in dismay. It
looked like o casting call for a Solarflex com
mizreial!

“0Oh, well,” | whispered (o Gary. S0 muoch
the better to pry us off the rocks."”

Thers wene o couple al familiar faces in the crowd.
Mouse Prentiss, who used to live and paddle back aasd
And Bozo Cardoezo, who paddles out of Ketchum, liaha

1 was really glad that Bozo was coming along. In 168
[ followed him down the Morth Fork of the Fayeiie, A
highly respected halr boater with great safety and river
sense, Bozo doesn't just focus on the river, he pays atten

ton to his companions. Working as a guide for a helicop
ter skiing operation hasapparently given him asixth
sense about people. He seemsto know when one df his
companions isstarting tofreak, and then heisthere, of-
feringafew calming words o quiet encouragement. Bozo
isjust plain good karma.

Thefirst difficult section of the Clark's Fork, which
endswith the Green Monster Portage, has been named
the Honeymoon Canyon. Perhaps thisis because this
mini canyon offersatantalizing taste o the whitewater :
delightstocome. Another view isthat the canyon isso .
named because it terminates with the Green Monster. :
Onceyou embark upon this demanding and frustrating b -
portage, the honeymoon is certainly over. st

Therapids in the Honeymoon Canyon bear themoni- | & =~ “‘:‘ Tl o
kersd charactersin the old Jackie Gleason f 4 } !

¥ i l'

Honevmooner's show. Class 1V Alicefeatured a vicious
siphon onriver right, which Guy's outline referred to as 1y 4 ¥ A
"thetoilet bowl." At " classIV+” Ralph we punched a . - —L:——-Ll-— =

ominous hole and rode the boil from left to right. Gary . 5 : o
and | agreed that Ralph felt likea class V. Inset: Float Out- Clark's Fork. Photo by Tom Schibig.

| did atail stand and Gary smashed into the right Above: Doug Ammons, Day 2. Photo by Tom Schibig.
hand wall at Ed Norton, a rapid that would have been dif-
ficult to portage.

Not far below Ed, Beartooth Creek tumbled down a
thirty plusfoot slide into the Clark's Fork. | was content
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to adnlire thisstunningfallsfrom below, but Hairy Gary,

asheis known in Virginia, hauled hisboat up the steer,
embankment and tookthe plunge. Helanded at the bot-
tom, unscathed and non plussed, in spitedf thefact that,
for reasons that were clear to neither of us, hisboat did a
swift 360 degree spin two thirds of the way down the
slide.

After several classIII drops and Honeymoon Falls, we
paddled up to class V Big Nasty. Guy Erb's outline sug-
gested that thisrapid could be a measuring stick for
what wasto come. "If you carry thisoneyou will prob-
ably becarrying most of the class V drops below.” Grum-
bling about the tendency of some hair boatersto under-
rate rapids, | portaged.

After portaging Trixie, a severely undercut classV,
wetackled Crandall Creek Rapid and Zoom Boom to the
Moon. The whitewater raged on downstream, but Gu ' . he Ry =
emphatically waved usinfoan eddy at the base of agﬁlly Above inset: Punch hat sucker! Photo D)
onriver right. It wastimetoface the Green Monster. Right inset: Doug Ammons between portages near Sunlight

Someone jokingly suggested that we continue down- Falls. Photo by Tom Schibig.
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stream a bit further, but when | saw Bozo shoulder his
boat and start up the ravine, it was enough for me. |
grabbed my boat and followed in dogged pursuit, deter-
mined to defend the honor of eastern boaters, at |east on
the portagetrail, if not on the water.

Judicious portaging must beafact o lifeon tough in-

accessibleriverslikethe Clark's Fork, where a serious
injury or lossdf equipment would be catastrophic. Al-
though many of the class V+ dropson theriver havere-
portedly been run by different individuals at different
timesat different levels, most parties averagefifteen to
twenty carries. Many of these portagesare short and
easy and can beaccomplished at river level. But sev-
eral, like the Green Monster, require circumventing
long unrunnabl e cataracts high on the canyon walls.
These portages are grueling and time consuming. It
took more than an hour and a half to whip the Green
Monster. But they are rewarding as well, offering awe-
someviews d canyon and river, raging far below.
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We made camp just below the Green Monster Por-
tage, having covered only five miles since our noon put-in.
AsLarry Dunn, a National Weather Service employee, pre-
dicted, we weretreated to evening showers. Sitting there
inmy pathetically wet paddling gear, | asked myself why 1
hadn't brought atent, bivy sac or evena ground cloth
Maybe | craved an epic, or was so tough that a few
cold, wet nights would bea cinch. Perhaps| was
just foolish. .

When the cloudsfinally wrung themselves ¢ N
out, we started a stubborn, smoldering fire. | i .
had long since devoured my day's allotment of
fig newtons, 0 | sat forlornly, watching the
Coloradansdining on pork chops, hot soup and
chocolate bars.

The next morning dawned cold and grey. |
curled up inmy damp bag, tryingtoignorethe
biting chill outside my cocoonand wondering, once
again, why | had left my perfectly good tent at home,

When I finally emerged | found the Col oradanses-
joying hot coffee and Danish rollsby a roaringfire. |
nudged my way into the circle, kneeling ascloseto the
blazeas| dared, whilewolfing down a few more soggy fig
newtons.

During the night theriver had swollen and now it was
running a muddy brown. It seemed out of placeamidst the
verdant pinesand moss. A southern Utah backdrop of
palered sandstone would have been more appropriate.

Thefirst four milesout of camp featuredflat water (20
Jfeet/mile) flowing through magnificent surroundings.
This portion of the canyon looked like Yosemite, with enor-
mousgranitedomes rising up fromthe valley floor. When
we stopped at a small side streamfor water | spotted a set
of bear printsthesizedf pietins. The bear, possibly even a
grizzly, might have been theretwo minutesor two days be
foreour arrival. At any rate, | wasgonein ten seconds.

The afternoon was packed with an overwhelming pa-
rade of fantastic scenery, portages, classVand classVI
rapids. Remembering our closecall abovethe Green Mon-
ster, weapproached the blind drops with considerable ap-
prehension. Halfway through one long, complex rapid,
theriver twisted completely out of sight. Scouting verified
what we suspected... a potential deathtrap downstream.
And so we embarked on another quarter milecarry.

I'nour determination to travel fast and light, my buddy
Roy and | had foolishly decided toruntheClark'sFork in
wimpy nylon mesh shoes which offered no ankle support.
The soles were paper thinand virtually without traction.
Our toeshad tornthrough during thefirst portage. Asa
consequence we wereas awkward assealson land. And
so, like seals, wetried to stick to the water, avoiding por-
tages by staying inour boatsas much as possible. . . =

That night we competitively compared the damage . " - .
donetoour feet. | suspect it was self inflicted, by Roy won -
by virtue of a missing toenail. _ . .

That day wecovered an additional eight miles, bring- Above inset: A vertical stern pin on the Clark’s Fork...one of
ing our total tothirteen. Paul predicted, mistakenly, that  two close calls. Photo by Gary Ward.
the next day would beour easiest. With the promise of Above: Day 2 Paul Kopcynski. Photo by Tom Schibig.
"only a few easy portagestomorrow” the Coloradans light-
ened their loads by giving away their extra food. Good Sa-
maritansto theend, Roy and | obliged them by shame-
lessly gorging on the handouts.
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A BENEFIT FOR:

Challengingthe IncredibleClark's Fork of the Yellowstone

"9 Anyone whotellsyou that running the Clark's
Fork isno big deal istelling you a whopper. In the most
intense six milelong section of the canyon, known as
The Box, theriver dropsat an average gradient d 200
feet/ mile. Inthecourse o onevery extreme mileit
drops more than 30 feet. When one considerstheisola
tion and volume of theriver, these gradients are nothing
to scoff at.

Small wonder that Cassady, Crossand Calhoun state
unequivocal Iy in their 600 pageguidethat the Clark's
Fork contains"the most difficult whitewater inthis
book." (Western Whitewater: From the Rockiesto the Pa:

cific, North Fork Press.)

During the next two days we negotiated an endless
paraded classlV,V and VI rapidsin asetting that de
fiesdescription. Everything about the Clark's Fork expe-
rienceisso intense and extreme that sensory overload is
inevitable. So isexhaustion, both physical and mental.

I have no idea how many rapids| portaged, much less
how many | scouted. | have no idea how many rapids|
ran. | know | portaged some rapidsthat | probably could
have paddied. And | know | paddled somerapidsthat |
probably should have portaged. Somed the other
kayakersin our group, including Bozo, his paddling
partner, Irv Byers, and my friend, Gary Ward, tackled
several class V+ rapidsthat | would never have at-
tempted. But, to be honest, they arefar better boaters
than I will ever be.

The Clark's Fork demands daring, caution, nerve, pa
tience, strength, bravado, hubris, decisiveness and hu-
mility. Most of all it demands, and deserves, respect.

A\Y.Y/.

Our expedition through the Clark's Fork canyon was
aroller coaster ride o exhilaration, fear, doubt, confi-
dence, pride, embarrassment and amazement. Through
al thiseveryone remained remarkably good humored.

Thereisawholelot moredifficult whitewater onthe
Clark's Fork than | expected after our first day onthe
river. The rapidsin the Honeymoon Canyon are short
and discrete, but thosefurther downstream in the meat
of the Box arelong, continuousand complex.

This point was driven home at the Upper and Lower
Snowshoe Rapids, class 1V + sequences that go onfor-
ever. Sometimes we played follow the leader; sometimes
we were able to scout from eddies. But lotsdf timeswe
had to scout from shore.

Thestructure d theriver bedisjagged and thereare
plenty of nasty undercuts.

Therearealsoalot of ledges and pourovers that gen-
eratemean holes. Sodiscovered Patrick, aballsy, hot
paddler from Montana, at arapid named the
Snolieguster. Drawn back into the recycle at the base of
a constricted twelvefoot ledge, midway through this
complex class V+, he doggedly side surfed for several
minuteswhile those on shoretried to toss him arope.

Long after it became apparent that he would never es
cape the maw in hisboat, he accepted the inevitable and
abandoned ship. Then he was drawn back under the
ledge several timesand | began tofear that the Sagaof
Patrick in the Snolieguster was not going to havea
happy ending. Finally he surfaced near the edge o thete-
nacious backwash and managed to snatch arope.

By thetime he wastowed to the rocky bank hewas
one whipped pup. But Patrick still had agamefaceand a

PRESENTEDBY:
F0AT,

AN EPIC ROCKY MOUNTAIN AD\/EN'I'LRE

This high-action whitewater kayaking video was filmed during Colorado's high water of '95. Fast paced
whitewater action is intertwined with super surfing and beautiful scenery to create a top notch whitewater
video. The video purchaser is entitled to mailing in a “Meltdown Madness Sweepstakes" entry form.
Two prize drawings will be held: 1996 Gore Canyon Downriver Race & at the 1996 Gauley River
Festival (need not be present to win). Watch this video, win prizes and help save America's wild rivers!!!!

AN EDGE PRODUCTION

CALL TO ORDER: 800-482-8085 (VISA, MC & AMEX) TOTAL
Priz GSRAND 7Y - PRIZES
| ' WORTH
WIN A A VE g OVER
WAVE SPORT over
KAYAKI!II
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few minutes later he was back in
Trem barah roesbabeptle e rfpeee-
fully paddling more class V

If T had taken the beating he en-
dured | would have wrapped myself
around the trunk of the nearest pine _-

=

e

pocket in front of his [Ece. Although
e y-abeti-er-teed-o-shere,
the current was extromely swift and
% our effortsto reach him were futile.
= Packy maintained hiscool intheface
/' of what must have been aterrifying

and it would havetaken five guys

with pry barsto pull meloose!
Patrick's scary hole ride was one il

two closecalls| witnessed on theriver,
On our final day on the river Pack;® Cressis,

who, incidentally, designed the graphicfor the Clark's

b

=
- s

Fork Teeshirt currently being sold to raise funds to pro-

tect the watershed, nearly fell victim to a treacherous
pin. You would think that the Clark's Fork would be
more appreciative!

This near disaster occurred at a non-descript, but
nonethel ess, tumultuous slide. Several of usdecidedto
scout thisdrop from river right, even though, from
above, it looked harmless. From shore we could see that
therapid wasalot more hazardous than it looked. "Boy,
if you fal into that slot in the middle, you'll get pinned
for sure,” Gary observed.

Thewordswere no sooner out o hismouth that
Packy rocketed over thelip, oblivious to the peril. His
subsequent stern pin lasted for several minutes. Fortu-
nately the water billowing over hisback formed an air

Above: Day 2. Photo by Tom Schibig.
Inset: Doug in Day 2 Rapid. Photo by Tom Schibig.

American Whitewater
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* /' situation, and hefinally managed to
extract himself from the entrapment.

. And, like Patrick, as soon as he

canght hisbreath he was back in hisboat and
saring to go. Takenote, Pardner. Thesewestern
whitewater cowboyshavealot of guts!

Weéll, | have gutstoo. But mine were getting pretty
twisted up by all the excitement. By thisit was apparent
that the Clark’'s Fork was ariver o considerable conse
quence. Every time we stopped to scout | nervously
pulled Guy Erb's outline from my drybag to monitor our
progress. Specifically, | wanted to know just how far it
was to Deliberation Corner and Leap d Faith.

Bozo thought thiswas very amusing. He claimed he
never relieson written guides torivers, that hefindsit
morerelaxing to just take the rapids asthey come. He
never seemedto betheleast bit nervous. | guessthisis
Zen boeting.

I, on the other hand, was apparently looking a trifle
stonefaced.

"Comeon, Bob. Smilealittle!" Bozo demanded on
several occasions.

| replied that I'd be grinning from ear to ear once we
got past Deliberation and Leap.

| sure wasn't grinning much abovethe crux move at
Deliberation. Thisblind plunge down aslot and over a
fifteenfoot fallslies near the bottom of along class V++
train d powerful ledge holes. While most o us portaged

February 1996



Challenging the Incredible Clark's Fork of the Yellowstone

asfar aswecould onriver right, afew o thereal dare- “# Onthethird day wehit theriver not long after
devilstackled a couple o theledges beforeshouldering  daybreak. We wanted to make sure we would be off by
their kayaks. Unfortunately, as| had previously ascer- day's end. It wasstill cold and theriver had risen again
tained, the crux move could not becarried at river level.  overnight. We estimated the flow to be 2000 cfs, far more
And the dangerous portage up and around the cliffs than any previous group had experienced.
would clearly have taken two or three hours. WEell into the afternoon we encountered a house-sized

It was not possible toseethe small "pool” at the bot-  rock that had toppled into theriver bed. 1t spanned theen-
tom of the crux from our vantage point, but those who tireriver channel, but onriver left therewasathreeinch

had survived Deliberation beforewarned that it wastur-  ajr space between the surface and the rock. We toyed with
bulent and that the current tended to draw unwary boat-  theidea offl oating under the rock upside down, then
ers back under theledge. They also added that therewas  thought better of it andportaged. Later | learned that at

abony class|V rapid just downstream. Asif that were  |owerflowsit is possible to paddle through thistunnel and
not enough, they announced that if e — =

you boofed toofar right you might
piton, whereas if you drifted toofar
left, you might fall victim to asticky
oblique hydraulic.

We soon had reason to take these
warningsseriously; we heard aloud
"thunk" when one boater disap-
peared over the edge, and we
glimpsed the bow o another's boat
backendering through theair sec-
ondsafter he took the plunge.

I looked at Gary and he looked at
me.

"What do you think?" he asked
with a grimace.

| arched my neck and scanned
the granite cliff, towering over us
likethewall of an impregnablefor-
tress. Then | watched two more
westernersgamely disappear over
the edge.

"l think we're going to have to do
it. When you run with the big dogs,
you can't peelike apuppy,” | finally
replied. "But | think you should go
first,” | added cagily. "You havethe
bigger boat."

"We're both paddling Corsica Ma
trices,” Gary observed dryly.

"Y eah... But your's looks bigger,"
I winked.

And so noble Gary climbed into
his kayak and vanished. Onceagain
age and treachery had triumphed
over youth and courage.

But | wasn't far behind.

Really. | wasn't.

Asluck would haveit, we both 1 -
had picture perfect landings. is a full |;H'.ll:ﬂ|r EXperience. For 8 Tres Prijon catolog

You and the boat become cail or write:

= = WILDWASSE e -
one; exposing the river's .. sLEut:?T =

potential. Experience the Mﬂ{ co I:gﬁm
4 i i VR - TLEE B
sensation yourself,

Experience the
~Sensation!

Fax-Mo: 303/444:2378 ——
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that it istheapproach to what is
row called Leap of Faith.
We got back inthe water but fifty
yards downstream we were portaging
GO # round a blind drop followed by an
el N oI E-iver. TO circumnavigate thismess
(QUEREET)MENELE for-ged to climbhigh. Very high.
=SVENUE WA EOR TR e our throw ropesto haul our kay-
aksupthecliff: It got g
LYooy VN7 PR 23! agewe had to traverse a long nar-
(Ao TRV EdiNek W face. A heavy boat and four hun-
pig=o R Ro oMol air between meand theriver gave
LRV EEEYAEEIN0Ng at | will never outlive. | even con-
v oo e =e FoAn to the water; surely it would
i aioNs [kl ETRe be turned into a pancake by a
screaming fall.
VRN Rl [EX r aver se without mishap and
Sl RioNe =SecaloRioRigly river. We found a narrow gully
e A= d=o Kol Molelwzs, one by one. It took threefull
ropelengthsto spanthedistance. Thoseon thereceiving
end at the bottomof the gully repeatedly had to dive for
cover asthey were bombarded by dislodged bouldersca-
reening down the pipeline.

" TheLeap o Faith seemed alot lessintimidating
to methan Deliberation Corner. The crux movewas just
ashlind, but far less water was cascading through the
dlot of choice. Besides, | was getting tootired to worry. |

told Gary, “What the hell. Wesurvived one. Most likely
well survive the other."

As| dropped over thelip | boofed to theleft, exactly
as| had been instructed. My landing was amazingly soft.
Someonesstrategically positioned in small pool directed
meto river left. | circumvented agigantic slab of rock,
then turned downstream into along, friendly class 1V
flush. By thetimel reached the bottom | had abig smile
on my face. Now | was havingfun.

Having conquered Deliberation and Leap, | figured |
had the Clark's Fork whipped. True, there werea num-
ber of difficult rapids ahead, but at |east they could all be
portaged. | started to get alittle cocky. To push my limits
alittle. | wascruising for a bruising.

My comeuppance came just beyond thelast big por-
tage, an exhausting scramble around a cataract named
the Second Sunlight Strainer. After climbing back into
our boatswe paddled a short distance and came up on
what appeared, from above, to be a sizeable but straight-
forward slide. Gary and several o the othersclimbed
onto the rockson river right to scout, but two other
kayakers, who had run the Clark's Fork before, charged

Top: Rab on drop in Corsica #2. Photo by Tom Schibig.
Inset: Day 2 Doug Ammons paddling. Photo by Tom Schibig.
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right intoit. Oncethey dropped over the horizon | could
not seetheir lines.

Sure, the prudent thing would have been to scout.But
| wastired and hot and stupid and from where | wassit-
ting the rapid looked just like the Particle Accelerator on
the Cheat. To hell with scouting, | said to myself. You
know how to do this... just takeit from left to right.

Even now | don't know exactly what | did wrong. |
damned sure didn't do anything right. Midway down the
sluice my boat dovelike atorpedo, drawn down by the
fierce current into somedeep, horrible cauldron. | was
not far behind. | managed what should have been im-
possible- afull blownmystery movein a Corsica Matrix!

Challenging the Incredible Clark's Fork of the Ycllowstonc

After a midnight feast at a Cody, Wyoming truck stop,
weaimed our car toward Salt Lake City. Roy was particu-
larly relieved to escapethe staresand glares of the redneck
truckersand cowboys, who werequiteintrigued by hishot
pink jogging suit, sandalsand floral fragrance.

Ten hourslater werolled into Salt Lake like Zombies,
just intimefor work. Before | knew it | was back at the of-
ficeina suit and a tie, and the Clark's Fork was just an
intense, but happy, memory.

The water was incredibly-violent
and... yes... you've all heard this be

fore... it sucked meright out o the
boat!
Redly! It did!

At any rate theflush at the bot-
tom wasalovely placefor a Sunday
afternoon swim. Infact, it was prob-
ably the most spectacular swimmin'
holeon theentireriver! Onriver
right Sunlight and Dead Indian
Creeks cascaded hundreds of feet,
side by side, into the Clark's Fork.
Brilliant rainbows arched acrossthe
face of these magnificent falls,
framed with a backdrop of shining
granite, deep green pinesand acrys
tallinebluesky.

Afelow couldn't ask for anicer
placethan the Clark's Fork to dine
on crow and humble pie. Believeme,
thereisplenty togoaround. | cer-
tainly got my fill.

But would | go back for a second
helping? G
| Damned right, | would! s

T OPOLIMG

W The sheer wallsof the canyon
begrudgingly gave way to pine cov-
ered mountains. Soon gentle hillsides
and prairie bluffs, covered with blond
grasses and cacti, took their place. A
powerful wind was blowing up the
river. Over theyearsit had turned
theriverside treesinto grotesqueliv-
ing sculptures.

i There werestill a number of rap-
i ids, but they werelong, playful class

X ey

!'-.

i

II1-1V, unlike the horrendous cascades
above.

The shadows werelong by the
time we reached the take-out and mil-
lions of voracious mosquitoes seemed
to have anticipated our arrival. We
celebrated with a warmbeer from
Tim Shanahan's van and passed
around a tube of gardenia scented g LL Dl
bug lotion.
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TheFutured
the Clarks Fork

Canadian-based company Noranda hasfound megagold de-
positsin the Fisher Creek drainage, near the headwaters of the
ClarksFork. Thissensitive arealiesin mountainousterrain two
milesfrom Y ellowstone National Park and borderson the
Absarokee-Beartooth Wilderness. It sitsat the headwaters of
threedrainages: Montana's Stillwater, the Clarks Fork, and Soda
Butte Creek which flows through the Park.

Thisisoneof the biggest river issuesof the day. Besides mak-
ing the #1 spot on American River's "Most Endangered,” and
AWA’s"Top 40" rivers listsfor 1995, the Clarks Fork hasalso at-
tracted attention and personal visitsfrom President Clinton, the
World Heritage Association., and the governorsof Montanaand
Wyoming.

Noranda plansto process 1,200- 1,500 tons of rock per day for
10to15years. Therock ishigh in acid forming sulfides which,
when exposed to air and water, producesulfuric acid. Both the
Cheat Canyon today, and the upper Ocoee in years past, have
been colored and sterilized by similiar acid mine drainage. (see
Cheat River article).

Theplan isto put a tailings pond impoundment in the Fisher
Creek drainage. Thisisintended to securethe potentially devas
tating rock in perpetuity. Opponents claim the chances of even-
tual failurearevery high. Thedesign isuntested in high alpine
regions. Thesiteisin ageological fault zoneand is subject to fre-
quent avalanches. Certainly nothing can be expected to last for-
ever. If and when the tailings impoundment fails, the Clarks Fork
will suffer irreparable damage.

A Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)isi
rently beingwritten as theregulating agenciesare pre-
paring to permit this mine. The DEISis now due out
Jan 15,1996and there will be a 90 day comment period.
Copiesmay be obtained from the Montana Dept. of
Environmental Quality: 406444-2074. Unfortunately,
theterribly outdated 1872 Mining Law isvery much
infavor of mining companies.

Besides commenting on the DEIS, boaters
should also write to their elected representatives
about the Clarks Fork. You can also contact the
AWA or any of thefollowing groups:

Headwaters Paddling Association (HPA)

Judy Theodorsen & Guy Erbe (503) 242-9498

A loosegroup of paddlersin Bozeman Montana "
which iscommitted to the education and mobilizationof ™.
thelocal and national paddling community. TheHPA is
providing funding for groups involved in lobbying and r«
search efforts. Help them by wearing a T-shirt, writing lerrers,

and telling others. Fight for sacred waters. Thisisalocal grassroots group that started out to bea
o watchdog group for the mine — to be sure the mine behaved.
Greater Y ellowstone Coalition Uponfinding out all the facts, the group took a very strong
13S. Wilson Bozeman, MT 59715 stance against permitting the mine. They are under-funded
Contact: Brian Kuehl 4065861593 and overworked and doing afantastic job. HPA has been giv-

ing thisgroup the money they earn from their T-shirt sales.
Thisgroup isvery well funded and hasan excellent staff of re-
searchers, lobbyists, etc. They have done a phenomenal job of get-

ting thefacts out and challenging everything the mine proposes. Inset: Doug Ammons in Day 2 Rapid. Photo by Tom
Schibig.
Beartooth A”ianf(:e . 50020 Background: Doug Amrnons and the Clark Fork scenery.
5863%2%121@0 eCity, MT Photo by Tom Schibig.
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this particular fall morning at a popular D.C.
ased training site, Davey'stask issimple, at least
intheory. He needsto befaster than the other top-

notch slalom C-1s at the workout.

Thisissothat when hegoestothe U.S. team trialsthis
spring, hewill earn aspot on the1996 OlympicTeam. And
so that when he goes to the International races and the
Olympicsthis summer, he will edge out the competition,
perhaps only by fractions o a second.

Then hewill simply beregarded asthe best whitewater
C-1dalomracer intheUniverse. Again.

Hearn startsearly sothat hecanfinishearly, go home,
eat and prepareto goout againin theafternoon. He needs
togotobedearly sohecanget upanddoitall againthenext
day. It'satrainingprocedurethatisshared by thecountry's
top racers—aritual that isbeing whipped into afrenzy as
the Atlanta Olympics approach.

But no one knows the racing life better than Hearn,
whose uniquely long racing career extends back to the
Nixon administration. Former U.S Whitewater Team
coachBill Endicottexplains," Davey hasoned thegreatest
racingrecordsof all times'. Hehaswonfivesilver and two
gold medal sin World Championshipsand isalso oned the
sport's oldest athletes. Thisisa point that may frustrate
hiscompetition.

Likethisfall, when Hearn won the World Champion-
shipsin Nottingham, England. Just when thecompetition
starts to think that Davey might
be over the hill, he kicks major
ass.

Who knows why Davey is so
good? Maybe his propensity for
super-organization and a struc-
tured life has made him the per-
fect training machine. When |
came to visit him for this inter-
view his house and his business,
Maximum Whitewater Perfor-
mance, asmall storethat catersto

USA Wildwater team, 3rd Place, World Championships 1977,
Lieser River Austria; Left to right: Ron Lugbill, Jon Lugbill,
Gordon grant, John Burton, Bob Robison, David Hearn

werein perfect order. Hisappearanceisalwaysperfect; his
shirt isalwaystucked in,even whileheloungesaround the
house, and his brown hair and mustache are perfectly
trimmed.

Hismemory for detailsisastounding. Inthe course of
our discussion he could recollect results, times, courses,
competitors, even individual moves through gates, from
decades ago. The end result of this physical and mental
organizationishisability to consistently racewell. While
some athletes trade off spectacular victories with miser-
able blow-outs, Davey amost always putsa good racerun
together.

Ancther consideration is Hearn's breeding. Davey is
part ofafamily dynasty inwhitewater slalom. Hisyounger
brother, Billy, wasamember of the C:2team. And hisolder
sister Cathy, who in 18 years on the women's kayak team
wonl1lmedalsinworld championships, aswell astwogold
medalsin theoutrigger canoe worlds, hasalist of creden-
tialsevery bit asimpressive as Davey's.

Davey proves that whitewater racing favors experi-
enced paddlers. "This sport is not gymnastics, we don't
peak out at 13, Hearn said at one point in our discussion,
and he'sright. It's not overwhelmingstrength or bravado
that's the common denominator of
world classpaddlers, but rather the
ability to correlate new, difficult
moveswith old familiar ones. Per-
haps some can do this as well as
Davey,but noonecandoit better.

| talkedwith Davey at the
Bethesda, Maryland house that he
shareswith hiswife Jennifer (who
is6th boat on the Women's Team).
Our conversationfocusedonhisrac-
ingcareer, hisinfluenceonthesport

the gear needs of dalom racers,

and hisplansfor thefuture.
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I'm 36, and | started racing seriously and training in
1975.

How did you get involved with the sport?

| started with my family taking canoe trips down the
Missouri River in Montanawhen | wasfour andfiveyears
old. | can remember meand my sister Cathy sitting inthe
middleofthe boat. Momwasinthefrontand Dad wasinthe
back. Thosewerejust weekend trips, three or four daysat
the most.

v Did you gromw up here in D.C.?2

Yeah,| grew upin Garrett Park...and then | lived here
again after | graduated from collegein 1982.

v Wheredid i go lo Schiool?

| went to Carnegie Mellonfor threesemestersand then
finished at U Mass. | wasonthe5year plan. | wouldgoto
school for three semestersand then takethe spring semes
ter off before the World Championships. | was studying

Geology.

w Leli bovk wp o arcend,. Voo dlavied racing in 73

WEéll, | gotajunior sized boat in'68 or '69. | wasbornin
’59 so | wasabout 9 or 10 - and my Dad got hisfirst decked

avey Heam My Persistancy

canoe. Hiswasa decked canoe calleda Yugo. It was80cm
wideand it had a canvas seat stretched acrossthe cockpit.
We started going to the Petersburg Whitewater Weekend
(an extinct river festival that was held on the Potomac)
almost every year intheearly 70's. My Dad wouldracein
the downriver race. They had a cruiser race and the
Canyonrace,and| think that | racedinthecruiser raceone
year with my Dad and | think oneyear | raced a kayak...

v i £l Pt i&ﬂm aiier Weskemd sras @ gretly g
diead for maany geeies, and I kind of poell petered ool

It wasabigdeal. Everyonewhopaddled wasthere. It's
interesting, | wasjust talkingtoKathy Weil (alocal Percep-
tion rep) about thisin comparison to the Gauley Raceand
all theother extreme racesaround thecountry. Inasense
thegeneral paddling populationisgettingdrawnback into
racingthewaythat they usedtobeinvolved back inthelate
60sandearly 70's. Youdidn't havetobearacer toracein
Petersburg.

Left bottom: David Hearn - 1st Place— Pre-World
Championships, Jonquire, Quebec, Aug.1978

Below: Jonqure Quebec World Championships July 1979
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Dt el Heam. Mr. Per 's'.".'*,'._fm.rr.;,-'

-
; w ANoseaaitis e Teans memiers ged
money frome Sre NSCRT flinited Miles Canoe
Wk Frermy, Bhe sprevd’s geversiimg body)
| W dvere cben o SSSCRT then?

There was no USCKT. Actudly, until
relatively recently, you had to pay your
own way for everything. Sometimes clubs
like the Philadelphia Canoe Club would

= mem——

sponsor oneof'their memberswithacouple
hundred bucks, but it was very much per-

sonally financed.
In 1975 Jon and Ron Lugbill were13and

Ron Lugbill and Davey Hearn; Great Falls Invitational
Slalom, April 1979

S0t i o make She BaTicn o (Gmpeiiion?
Wdll, | kind o grew intoit. | madea ‘71 Lettmann C-1
with my Dadand | used that boat in the Canyonracein 73,
And| raced therein 74 with Kent Ford in C2slalom, and |
remember swimming there. Theracewasheld at theend

o Marchsoit wasa cold swim, even with our home-made
wetsuits.

w e s gowr [irst feam Srigls”

Thefirst Team Trialsl wenttowasin'77. | could have
racedin75if | had petitioned my way in- they hadqualifier
racesthat led uptotheTrials. Inthespring racesyou had
to placefirst, second or third - that qualified youto racein
thetrials. But you could petition your way in, especialy if
you were a junior, if you didn't make any o those three
spots. | could havedonethat, but | didn't want tofeel like
| camein the back door.

Cathy had worked at Valey Mill East that summer (a
summer camp in D.C. that would over the yearsturn out
dozens o world-class paddlers) and spent a lot o time
paddling with Jamie McEwan (whowon asilver medal in
C-1daominthel1972 Olympics)and AngusM orrison. She
had gotten really psyched to train and race from being
around themthat summer. Theninthefall of 74 Cathy got
her driver'slicense. Wecould paddleeveryday after school
and not need a ride from our parents. Right about that
sametime Cathy and | both wereableto get gym credit for
paddling. That got uspretty seriousabout trai ningand got
me keeping a training log. To this day | have all my
training logs, dating from 74 to the present.

w Whe sras in goar peer greap hete [ 0.6 al the fime”

We were meeting after school with guyslike Mikeand
Steve Garvis, a G2team, Kent Ford, and the Lugbills (Jon
and hisbrother, Ron).

v '.-rr .ri:w:r: fiimie .'f - e .lr.lr;r:r.-‘ ..f|.f.l.:‘ .'i-r.i':f..fi f.l.:.r;l'- fnrﬂ: ;'.I:'l'.nl.l;fl'.r- .';r H.
ol fundiog do raie in Exrnpe®

No. Nothing likethat.

14 and had just made the Team. Actually
Jonmight havebeen12at theTrial s, but he
was13when hewent to the 75 World Cham-
pionships in Skopje, Yugoslavia. Cathy
raced at that Trialsaswell.

¥ S0 Lgd] seas 12 wofeenl e made e Teamd I 75

I think theTrialswerein mid-May, and hisbirthday is
inlate May.

| guessthat was more of atestament to how young the
sport wasthan Lugbill's paddling ability.

Y eah,and remember it wasin CG2with hisbrother Ron.
They werevery young. But Jon had a beard when he was
12. Hewasthekind of guy who had whiskers when he was

12
Y D you fitst made the Team i 77,

Wales/ Bala 1980
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Davey Hearii-Mr. Persistancy

1980 Europa Cup,Spain

In 76 there was no Team Trial s because there was no
World Championship. | guess we could have gone to the
Europa Cup - pretty much anybody could raceat that - but
Olympics were held in Montreal, but there was no
Whitewater event. As aresult, many of the whitewater fop
racers like Jamie McEwan and Angus Morrison moved
omen 10 flatwater 10 £y and go to the Olympics. So me had
this year where there was a little bit o a vacuum in the
whitewater competition, especially in C-1. | won the Na
tionals that year... was 17, and all o a sudden | was
National Champion.

In 1977 | made the team in
wildwater C-2,and | was5thin C-1
slalom. TheC-1teamthat year was
Kent Ford, Ron Lugbill, Bob
Robison and Jamie McEwan. Jon
missed agate on thefirst day and
ended up 8th. In those days, your
tworacedayswereaddedtogether,
so that if you screwed up bad on
any of your runs, you didn't have
much of achance. At any rate, it
wasn't until 1979 that | made a
World Championship Teaminsla-
lom.

I YOI gradiated from Hidversify
of Massachiiseiis in 1982, and then
you came back down 1o D.C. 1o frain.

Y eah, by then | was building
and designing boatsto makealiv-
ing. | had been pretty much doing
that since 1976.

w O.K..S0 you mdde the stalom Team i '79. and you hiave
been on The fedm ever since?

Yeah. 17 years.

Over theyearsthesport hasgotten much bigger. | know
now a handful o our top paddlers more or less make a
living off the money they earn racing.

Wall, back thenyou hadtohaveaway of makingaliving,
and you trained also. Weget alot of support now, but it's
difficult tolive off of funding alone.

w1 A& that uniqiie (o the US.. or do other countries’ athleles
fiave o work as werl?

Depends on the country. Some European Countries
have good support for their athletes...the French, the Ger-
mans, theBrits...it varies. | think wedo pretty well against
theEuropeansnow, but in ‘89, beforeweknew that wewere
an Olympic Sport again, we weredefinitel y the underdogs
intermsof funding. Wealways prided ourselves on being
lean and mean and hungry and not doingit for the money.
The USCKT wasin existencebeforewhitewater becamean
Olympicevent, but they representedflatwater alone(which
has been an Olympicevent since1936). Wewere grafted on
when we became an Olympic Sport.

One of the things that mme ought to do here is explain the
b%aer@w&lp‘{dr&ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ u|1ﬁ)_°"e'very odd year, and
every single May wehaveto maketheTeam. Thereareno
pre-selections. Some of the European countries have pre-

ected paddlers...if you win the World Championships

- : the next vear's feam. We hav
never done that. ggﬁwetﬁm Vi ngto proveyoursel?
every year makes m better "2/ Making the Team affows

WAL R PERd W A CRam b BHahT ey ery ofhar y &a7. Bt
now thereisalsoaWorld Cup racethat isheld every year.
The World Cup is afive race series held anywhere from
EuropetoAustraliato Americato
Asia. Thisyear | didn't doall that
well in the World Cup; | think |
finished 14th, because | really fo-
cuson the World Championships.

Before we get to this year, lets
take a step back. You won the
World Championships in 1985 in
C-1slalomin Augsberg, Germany.
But in talking about thisrace, we
havetotalk about JonLugbill. Jon
by then had been winning every
World Championship in C-1 sla-
lomfor awhile,andwaswellonhis
way to becoming a legend.

Awards 1984
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Jon had been first in '79, '81, and '83, and | had been
second to him all o those years.

v Avur anydedy Wi RIS anithing abest sialom raving
feietees aboard goar @ Linghitl

Y eah, Lugbill and Hearn.
W Aund @i the Sime e peopie see ww as Hiﬁiﬁrﬁfﬁ
oy @ fradidng portoers. B gow ik dhat s ix frae?

Absolutely. We paddledtogether onadaily basis, twice
aday, for years. Actualy, in1979therewerefived usin
D.C. gunning for aspot: Kent Ford, Bob Robison, Ronand
Jon Lugbill and myself. We paddled a lot together. Bill
Endicott wason the scene bv then (Bill Endicott wasaU.S.

Team Coach for ailmost 20years - mostly on a volunteer | think Jon beat me by 4 seconds. I1n'81, Jon beat me by 3/

basis) and hegot uspaddlingonamoreregular basis. Some 10ths of a second.

o usmadeitand somed usdidn't. Kent Ford didn't make

it, hewasjust off. It's all inthemovie" Fast and Clean". ¥ Ao ot aned Jo Srained hogetfver for sy dears din 00
e el goew fedd five @ fradning pailiern dval has listed well ooer o
w Bul yiosl and fon eleneded e C=7 feam consiateraily devade. Wials o topelead Bratiininng ofay?

Webecamemotivated after not makingtheteamin1977 W, ideadlly, youwant totrain twiceaday, oncein the
to train faster and smarter. It wasn't any kind of spoken  morning, onceintheafternoon. Usually theworkoutslast
thing, but we went on to win gold and silver medalsinthe an hour, or alittle more. Ofteninthefall weonly paddle
Jonquiere Worldsin'79, and BobRobison wasthird. In'79, onceaday and lift some weights. Around thefirst of the
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year we start doing two-adays.

W Sodn 5 g sen he Werkds. bt

RRedn feit BOeRT o B0 i e e fedieend g
Fiee Wk,

Yeah. Jon won in ‘87 in France
and on the Savagein '89. He won the
World Cupin '88 and '89.

W Al gon were alys Haht benimd
i

That's right. Every time he won

the World's, | was second.
¥ 5o then shal hoppened Lo 91

In'91 wewent over tothe World's
in Tacen, Yugoslavia to this really
wacky course. This wasjust prior to
the revolution. The war started two
daysafter theracewasover and wegot
out just intime. They bombed theair-
port, which wasright near the course.
Anyway, that course wasreally crazy,
really unpredictable. It wasan artifi-
cia course that was extremely vari-
able. There were placeson the course
wheretherewould befast current mov-
ing downstream through an eddy for
fivesecondg, and thenfor the next five
secondstheeddy wouldbereally strong.
It wasvery unfair.



v What i significant about hal e

Wadl, Jon camein4th, and | camein17th. | didn't get
to race team because | was the worst boat. It was very
frustrating, especially because it wasthe year beforethe
Olympics. But | guesssportsaren't alwaysfair. It wasa
big learning experience for me because it was the first
Worldclasseventthat | had beentowherel really bombed.
| had always come to the World Championships under
pressureandhad come through. | wonmedalsand wonthe
race sometimes.

v 0K So ihe net g'm'} was ihe f'.l'.:.-'mp.r;r.!. i Sew o Wrgel?
dn Spain. Lety folf afond sfal fappenad e

Well, Jon wasfourth - he had atouch. | had two clean
runsand | finished 11th. | wasabout three secondsout of
the medals. That wasthefirst year that...well actualy,
going back to 91things were starting to get competitive.
Somenew young guyswerecomingalong. Wedidn't trust
theresultsfrom 91 because we thought alot of it was just
the randomness o the course. But in reality what was
happening was that the sport was just getting more com-
petitive.

¥ There sere @ mumber of Gears siere ihe B8 (=1 Teanr
eais by far the best [ ihe wortd

We were pretty well ahead on a

good day. EI

v I ;ﬁ}.r Sl Bl Gewr e Pl
remferretle seidin that defea®

|

Wall, | mean we got spoiled by it.
We got spoiled by our success. The
guysonour kayak team werefamiliar
with winning or losing by a second,
that wasthekind of thing that we had
to get used to. It'staken meawhileto
get used to the idea that things are
goingtobetight. Youmight doreally,
really well and you could medal, or
you could be 8th, and either one of
those finishes would be excellent. So
it's kind of measuring successalittle

L= s
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I

Olympics. It's no coincidence that '91
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was the year where things started to
getreally competitive. Theother thing
that happened was that courses got
shorter. TheOlympiccoursewasonly
110 seconds long for the fastest C-1.
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Davey Hearn My Persistancy

Prior to that every World Championship had been
over 20seconds. Theresult isthereisless course
for the athletes to test themselves against and the
margins for victory are very small. And | think
thereismore chanceinjected into the equation. In
alot o waysit would belike if mile runners were
told that in two years their event would becut in
half. Were not going to havethemileanymore, just
the80 meters, get usedtoit. Now,threeyearslater,
we're used to shorter courses.

abell @l e 52 Ofinnnies. plaeed foririly. aind Ben e
Hred e fedlorving e

He had some shoulder problemsin ‘92 that he | # ik g,
never really talked about. Hewastraininginthefall : ﬂ“ |
o '92 but thengot ajob offerinthespring of '93togo | . kot
work asthe Executive Director o Richmond Sports ™

Backers. Sohedecided totakethem uponthat offer.
I never heard him say that he was going to retire.
Therewere newsreportsthat heretired but the"R"
wordnever cameout of his mouth. Hewasdefinitely
paddling downin Richmond, and hetold methat he
started training again Christmas or New Y ears of o
thisyear. Hesaid that it took him three months or ¢
so to get back towhere he could train again. Well, |
whenJonLugbill saysthat hecanreally trainagain,

Above: 1987 World Championships, France

= — he is in phenomenal shape. Because when he
For paddlers. the Cascade Mountains trains hetrains very hard, very intensely. You
of Washington State offer an incredible know, hetrainslikean animal, he's alwaysgo
selection of beautiful and challenging ingfull out.
runs unparalleled in the Northwest! e
Rivers run from deep gorges to wide, ¥ N K Hrosgihd ¢ Reas B i e gl alter
arid canyonswith a diversity of runs LA Ry BT Seameliines neers ieling afver ihe
filled with chutes, ledges and boulder LTI
gardens. Our Class Il - Class1V trips
runin Late April through Mid-May. That wasn't really my plan. | decided that
=i = | wanted to keep going. | decided that in the
Call for a completetrip itinerary Olympic Villagein Barcelona. Duringtheclos
and join us for another ing ceremonies wehad thingsinour hatsduring
Endless River Adventure! the closing ceremonies that said, "See you in

B Atlanta". | decided at that point that | wantedto

5@55 keep going.

v W Aferd e o SatdE o i ont feed Dhal iy .u'_
Here sl gedting bedber

ks No, it wasaconsciousdecision. | felt that
| wasgetting better and still could dothingsthat
- , I had not done beforeon a slalom course.
= PO Box 246, Bryson City, NC 28713 W Besplic the facd Bl Bhele @re By mang
- 7041488-6199 QNTGA'T pengne comling Lt ive S
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Davey Hearn Mi_ Persistancy

Y eah,| think theagethingisastated mind. Youknow
that right now there are three or four generations o pad-
dlers younger than me. Thereisthelate 20's generation,
thereistheearly 20's generation, and now there are guys
likeMichagl Martikanfromthe Slovak Republic, whois16
yearsoldand wonaBronzemedal i nthe World Champion-
shipthisyear inC-1. He's Dyears, one month and oneday
younger than me.

¥ In 95 -‘n'g'fm'-fmmr beick aad toon the Team Trials. even
dvengy foe hekd s Bee Tradiring Me g for Bhe paast ioe
s, Hewe ot trad g over for goi® Vel st hiree el
fiitee froesirated

| think that motivated me. Basically, at that point in
timenobody knew how much trai ning Jon had been doing.
In hindsight we know that he had been doing quite a bit.
Butatthat pointitwasasurprisetohave him beat meat the
Trials. | could have had a better race...but for me making
the Team wasthe goal.

W So e wen the Team Trials, but ihen goo sen the Workd's

A Nerfisigfnin Esrgiamet. peaer second Workad s piliieny fen e
dffer gonr [t T imiggiane Shad on rade ey eople sere rm-
g doerss B Dand diring Lagill's rn. enpeering his fo
aoin. Fhrere mnst fitoe Been soene Satisfation alen yos gon

I don't think that anyoneexpected Jon
towinor metowin. | think peoplethought
that Jon had more o an outside chance
than me. My pointisthat nowthereareat
least 10C-1s whohaveachanced winning
the World's. | got the feeling that Jon
wasn't completely aware of that or didn't
wanttoacceptthat. It'svery competitive,
andto understand that youkind of have to
bethere. Hedidn't goto Europe; hedidn't
race in most o the World Cup races. It's
extremely competitive now.

w Aol with the corrent staie of competi-
SO ARV e TN O @ R CONTEE LR e
Sreaa fiese gl fo

Well, in 19811 went from first placeto
secondplacewithonetouchintheWorld's.
In 1995 Jon went from (potentially) first
placeto tenth place with one touch.

W A apwr a@nnfonty it aoing i o=
ke erghainsd Lol i DN iy ever
fpe e feelinng Sl “He's finaiiy ol of pnp
Hy, e moRd 1 ean deminaie”

Actually, when he retired, | thought
"Well, I'm not goingto haveanother crack
at him." 1 looked forward to competing
against him, and | think we will both be
madebetter by eachother's competition. |
alsothinkitaddsalot of excitement tothe
race when weare bothiniit.
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T h e most comfortable fabric
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way stretch rubberized waterproof and
windproof coating. Factory seam sealed with
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jackets, shorts, pants and our Head Heater.

CALL or WRITE for free 1996 Catalog
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M L@ me ask yon a quesiion aboul a different subject
Jesse Whittemore. 1ho is often cited as the Invenior of squirt-
ing. has referred Dack to you and Jon as the aclual ériginaiers
of the "squirt". Where and when did fhe whole thing start?

Wi, Jesse designed the Falcon in '81, so it was some
whereinthere. | know that wewerepivotingthe MaxII (a
C-1daomdesignthat Jon, Davey and BobRobison created
in1979) and that was definitely the beginning. TheMax 11
was where we made a complete jump from one track to
another interms d boat design.

v Lel's lalk about the age thing a lifile bit. Every single
one O] eiF Lop boals on the ted is over thirty. Is \his usual
feinpared fo oiher conmiries

something that you like to do and then getting paid for it.
I'm not abigbeliever infinding something youcanget paid
for and figuring out how to enjoy it.

v H..|'|;;'.J'.I'..|'I.|:'f.l'|f|'.l' ,r.r.r{-:;'.rp.l; .g;r.:-.rf i ;',r.lrﬂ.*' ;f.r‘-l"! iu;.l..l'.hh' Lo Arenii
o e Sfgrmgie s Brin pear and gk absolinely Rarmi iered.
Wipuated g vl Efvad GonT fasd roee”

I'm doing everything in my power to have a much
different result thanthat at the Olympics! That's oneof the
challenges. You can't think negatively. You have to be
positiveand havefaith. Lotsdf timesthat's what separates
the higher placesfrom thelower places.

|
It'snot totally out inleft field for %

= E—
LU o

}"eﬂﬂm @ £

thissport. Thisisn't gymnastics;this | s s " Madx

isn't swimming. Just thefact that | /&% ¢ W Tmu- ..qr v 3T

could goand wintheWorld Champi- | Sssias & L{i P r_:.' -r-‘

onshipsat age 36 showsthat thereis  jga s z

alot more to this than how old you FT ]

are. Experience helps. T Fi gy
Ontheother handit doeshelpto | ## ## :

beyoungand beableto paddliereally 48 -

hard and then bounce back the next P

day andfeel really good. Itismored iRy baig ) i ruur

achallenge physically whenyouget fum , #8000 |

older,butotherthingsareeasier. It's g I_ -|

aconfidencething. Youhavetohave EadErom Wyoming "-u.m-.n an

faith that the work you're doingand the rivers around Jackson Hole,

the experience you have is enough. .mes the first full pe pode |:;--1 o

Maybe at some point it will be so = s dartec Flecce-line I

competitive it won't be possibleto be g of KX :1! n: . ch® paddling | N

on ateam if you're over 35. But how it SplashGear | €

oldyouareisn't takenintoaccount at
the starting line at the World or the
Trias.

WO IO a0 GO S0 WOl T
frig

I'm goingtofindout. | don't know
if anyone has won the Worldsin an
individual class at age 36, but no re-
cent World Champions have been
near that age.

W Are 7jom scared of The time when
your ability starts declining?

No. I've accomplished plenty.

. What are yon going to do after-
wards?

| don't know. I've done some
coaching and I've enjoyed that...

But coachingisn't necessarily go-
ing to pay the hills.

Wadll,I'mabigbelieverinfinding
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The AWA Safety Committee
NEEDS YOUR HELP!!

You've read about it. Now we're asking for your help. Wearetryingto' bench-
mark™ arepresentative sampleof popular rapidsfrom around the country asthefirst
step inthe project to update the American Scaledf River Difficulty. Weareinter-
ested inacreating a consensus about all classes of rapids up toand including low
classV. Onceageneral consensusisreached, theresulting list of rated rapids will be
incorporated into the rating scale and promoted across the country and, hopefully,
around theworld. Themain beneficiary of this project isthe boating community at
large and especially the paddler whois" climbing theladder” and stretching him/
herself and especially the paddler who istraveling around the country and wishes to
stay within her/his skill level.

The plan isto maintain the current classification definitions, add a plusand a mi-
nusto classes 2 through 4, and expand the class 5 range to an open ended decimal
(class5.0,5.1,....) system similar to climbing. Some paddlersarealready doing this.
Alongwith this we need to stabilize the system by setting up bench marks, standard
rapids if you will, that define the essence of each grade level.

WE NEED YOUR HELP! Consensus building requiresthat as many people as pos
sible participate!! The Classification Definitions are attached. PLEASE READ
THESE DEFINITIONS.

We would like youto take the attached sheet and fill in the names and difficulty of
popular rapidson riversthat you haverun at flowsthat are commonly encountered.
Please Place them in the category that seems appropriate to atypical paddier whois
following somebody through the rapidsfor thefirst time. Weask you to use only the
following ratings:

Class| ClassIII- Class V- Class 5.0
Class 1l ClassIII Class IV Classs.1
Class11+ ClassIII+ Class IV+ Class5.2...

That is how theform ismade up. There is spacefor commentsat the end if you
want to suggest something else. We are OPEN for suggestions and comment. THISIS
A BEGINNING!

Whilewe dofeel there isa need for an open-ended class5 system, wefeel that 3 di-
visionsdf theclassII and IV ratings will be enough.

We havefilled in some rapidsfrom the east and Colorodothat wefeel fit the defini-
tions. These are meant to give you a benchmark to do your benchmarking from. If
you disagree with the placement of our benchmarks... just cross them out and move
them. Please help by returning theform today!!

We especially want to hear from the bicoastal or biregional boaters. PLEASE try
toincluderapids from as many regions of the country as you have paddied.

Thankyou so much for your help.
SYOTR,

Charlie Walbridge

Lee Belknap

Joe Greiner

I F you want to give us more examples than we haveleft room for, please make cop-
iesof theattached sheet.

Pleasereturnto:

AWA Safety Committee
1308 Maryland Ave
Glen Allen, VA 23060
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INTERNATIONAL
SCALE OF R VER
DIFFICULTY

Thisisthe American version of arat-
ing system used to compareriver diffi-
culty throughout theworld. Thissystem
isnot exact; rivers do not alwaysfit eas-
ily into one category, and regional or in-
dividual interpretationsmay cause mis-
understandings. It isno substitute for a
guidebook or accurate first-hand descrip-
tionsof arun.

Paddlers attempting difficult runsin
an unfamiliar area should act cautiously
until they get afeel for theway the scale
isinterpreted locally. River difficulty
may change each year duetofluctuations
in water level, downed trees, geological
disturbances, or bad weather.

Stay alert for unexpected problems!

Asriver difficulty increases, the dan-
ger to swimming paddl ers becomes more
severe. Asrapids becomelonger and
more continuous, the challenge in-
creases. Thereisadifference between
runningan occasional Class|V rapid and
dealing with an entireriver of thiscat-
egory. Allow an extramargin of safety be-
tween skillsand river ratings when the
water iscold or if theriver itself isre-
mote and inaccessible.

THE SIX DIFFICULTY
CLASSES:

Class |: Easy. Fast moving water
with rifflesand small waves. Few ob-
structions, all obviousand easily missed
with little training. Risk to swimmersis
slight; self-rescue iseasy.

ClassII: Novice. Straightforward
rapids with wide, clear channels which
areevident without scouting. Occasional
maneuvering may berequired, but rocks
and medium sized wavesareeasily
missed by trained paddlers. Swimmers
areseldom injured and group assi stance,
while helpful, isseldom needed.

ClassIII: Intermediate. Rapids with
moderate, irregul ar waveswhich may be
difficult to avoid and which can swamp
an open canoe. Complex maneuversin
fast current and good boat control in
tight passages or around ledges are often
required; large wavesor strainers may
be present but are easily avoided. Strong
eddies and powerful current effects can
befound, particularly on large-volume
rivers. Scouting isadvisablefor inexperi-
enced parties. Injuries while swimming
arerare; self-rescue is usually easy but
group assistance may berequired to
avoid long swims.
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Class|V: Advanced. Intense,
powerful but predictable rapids re-
quiring precise boat handlingin
turbulent water. Depending on the
character of theriver, it may fea
turelarge, unavoidablewaves and
holesor constricted passages de-
mandingfast maneuvers under
pressure. A fast, reliableeddy turn
may be needed to initiate maneu-
vers, scout rapids, or rest. Rapids
may require" must" movesabove
dangerous hazards. Scoutingis
necessary thefirst time down. Risk
of injury to swimmersismoderate
to high, and water conditions may
make self-rescue difficult. Group
assistancefor rescueisoften essen-
tial but requires practiced skills. A
strong Eskimo roll ishighly rec-
ommended.

Class V: Expert. Extremely
long, obstructed, or very violent
rapids which expose a paddler to
above average endangerment.
Drops may contain large, unavoid-
ablewaves and holes or steep, con-
gested chutes with complex, de-
manding routes. Rapids may con-
tinuefor long distances between
pools, demandinga high level of
fitness. What eddies exist may be
small, turbulent, or difficult to
reach. At the high end of the scale,
several of these factors may be
combined. Scouting is mandatory
but often difficult. Swimsaredan-
gerous, and rescue isdifficult even
for experts. A very reliable Eskimo
roll, proper equipment, extensive
experience, and practiced rescue
skillsareessential for survival.

Class VI: Extreme. Onegrade
moredifficult than ClassV. These
runs often exemplify theextremes
of difficulty, unpredictability and
danger. The consequences of er-
rorsarevery severe and rescue
may be impossible. For teams of
expertsonly, at favorable water
levels, after close personal inspec-
tion and taking all precautions.
Thisclassdoes not represent drops
thought to be unrunnabl e, but may
include rapids which areonly oc-
casionally run.

Please add your own list to this
example. Thisiswhy wehave
written to you!!!

Please includerapidsfrom
other parts o the country so we
cantieit all together and feel free
to changethelist.

Rapid name (s) River, section (s) & State Level Your Rating
Powhite Ledges James, Richmond, VA 5 1
Ramcat Middle Yough

Pony pasture James. Richmond. VA 5.0 2
Delabar's Rock Nantahala, Gorge, NC 3.25 2
Needmore Little Tennessee, NC 1000 2
Staircase Shenandoah, WV 3.5 2
Piddley Lower Yough, PA 2 2
Skinner's Falls Delaware, PA/NY 2t

Bull Sluice Shenandoa, VA 35 2+
Lambertville Rapid Delaware, PA/NY 2t

Camel-Walrus Lower Yough, PA 2' 3-
Patton’s Run Nantahala, NC 3.25 3-7,3?
Dartmouth Slolam / Eddy out Lower Yough, PA 1.8 3
Powerline James, Richmond, VA 5' 3
Roller Coaster Nolichucky, Gorge, NC 22 3
Raft Ripper Arkansas, Browns Canyon, CO 1000 3
Nantahala Falls Nantahala, Gorge 3.25 37,347
Dimple-Swimmers Lower Yough, PA 1.6 3t
Slalom Rapids Tohickon cr.. PA 1.8 3¢
Railroad Esopus, NY Summer 3t
Double Trouble Ocoee, Middle, TN 1300 3t
Narrows Chatooga, Sect. |11, SC/GA 2.0 3t
Zoom Flume Arkansas, Browns Canyon, CO 1000 3t
Powerline Rapids Rio Grande, Lowr Box Cyn., NM 1500 3t
Broken Nose Ocoee, Middle, TN 1300 4-
Bastard Upper Yough, MD 2' 4
Maze Cheat, WV 3.0 4
Sweet's Falls Gauley, Upper, WV 2800 4-2,447
Fayette Station New river gorge, WV 0' 4
Gap Falls Upper Yough R5ver 2.0 4
Zoom flume Arkansas, Browns Canyon, CO 3000 4
Pine View Falls Cashe la Pudre 1500 4
Skull Colorado R., Westwater Cyn, UT 5000 4
Entrance Chatooga, Sect. IV, SC/GA 1.8 4
Vedge 0'Matic Ocoee. Middle. TN 1300 4
Middle Keaney New River Gorge, WV 2.5 4t
Bull Sluice Chatooga, Sect. 1ll, SC/GA 2 4?,5?
Middle Keaney New River Gorge, WV 2.5 4t
Pure Screaming Hell Upper Gauley, WV 2800 4t
Seven Foot Falls Chatooga, Sect. 1V, SC/GA 1.8 4t
Sunshine Arkansas, Royal Gorge, CO 2000 4+
Number 4 Arkansas, The Numbers, QO 1000 4+
Rock Garden Rio Grand. Lower Taos Box. NM 2000 4+
Pillow Rock Upper Gauley, WV 2800 447,52
Corkscrew Chatooga, Sect IV, SC/GA 1.8 442,57
S-Turn Tygart Gorge, WV 4.5 5
Insignificant Upper Gauley, WV 2800 5
Big Splat Lower Big Sandy cr., WV 6.2' 5
Pine Creek Arkansas, Pine Creek, QO 700 5
Number 4 Arkansas, The Numbers, CO 2000 5
Charlies Choice thru National Falls| Upper Yough, MD 2 5.1
Lost Paddle Upper Gauley, WV 2800 5.1
Pine Creek Arkansas, Pine Creek, QO 1500 5.3
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Please usethis form (makecopiesif needed) to create your own ligt,
Pleaseinclude rapidsfrom other parts o the country Sowe can tieit all together. Thanksfor your help,

apid name (s River, section () & State Level Your Ratin
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DOYOU NEED A
RESCUE LIFE

VEST?

by Charlie Walbridge

probably seen a new style of life vest,

featuringa wide belt fastened around
thechest by alarge buckle. These rescue
life vestsare equipped with a quick-re-
lease chest harnessthat makesit possible
to attach a person to asafety linefor
backup during rescues. Although they
cost over twice as much asaconventional
PFD, they provide a number of new op-
tionsfor rescuing boats and people.

Although tying someoneto a rope may
be an accepted techniquein other sports,
it can beafatal error when working
around rapids. When arescuer entersthe
current connected toaline, therope
tightens and the water pushes up against
them. If theline"hangs up" on amid-
stream obstruction the persontied into it
danglesinthemiddledf theriver. If the
current isfast enough it will wash over
their head, pushing them underwater.
Many untrained rescuers will drown each
year by making thissimple mistake.

A rescue PFD’s built-in quick-rel ease

I f you're an active river runner you've

American Whitewater v February

chest harnessallowsyoutoclipintoa
safety line when working in and around
whitewater. Theropeisclipped into a D-
ring on the back of the PFD, between the
shoulder blades, using a carabiner. It
floats you on your back in current, with
your head up and feet in front. Most of
thewater passes easily underneath your
body. If you are pushed underwater or
the pressurefrom the harness becomes
unbearable, a pull on the quick release
bucklesetsyoufree. You can swimto
shore or get picked up by personnel sta-
tioned downstream.

Quick-release harnesses were origi-
nally developed in Europe. Thefirst mod-
elswereworn over alife jacket; later ver-
sionswere built-in. Many of these im-
ports arewell-made, but none are Coast
Guard approved and with afalling dollar
they're becoming rather expensive. The
Lotus PFD features a PFD with anchor
loops; the harnessisattached later. In
Extrasport's Swiftwater Jackets both the
PFD and harness aretested to U.S. and
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international standards.

A quick-release harnessisthefounda-
tion of anumber of innovative techniques
that can betaught to anyone who can
swim, wade, belay aline, and usea
throwlineinfast-moving water. These
skillsinclude thefollowing:

Self-Belays

Often a person must use athrow line
or handle ropesalong a slippery
riverbank. The chest harness on arescue
life vest can be used asa self-belay device
to keep you from falling or being dragged
into the water. Simply run atether line
from theringin back of the rescue PFD to
asuitable anchor. Elasticized “self-teth-
ers", worn on the jacket, areavailable.
you can also improvise with alength of
rope or tubular webbing. If you need to
get beyond tether range quickly, release
the harnessand walk away.

It's important to note that theinterna-
tionally-accepted standard breaking
strength for aswiftwater harnessis1100
pounds. Thisis not sufficient for vertical
rescue. A quick-release harness can offer
saf e backup when the bulk of a person's
weight issupported by the ground or wa
ter. When arescuer isactually dangling
fromaropeaseparate climber's "sit"
harness should also be used. These will
not have a quick-release feature, so a per-
son using one must not enter the water.
Not all harness can pass thistest, so read
the manual s before you buy.

Boat Rescues

A quick-release harness can be com-
bined with along, collapsible tether toal-
low a paddler to clip into arunaway boat
and pull it to shore. In skilled handsthis
isavery efficient technique. Thetether
should belong enough for the towed boat
toclear thestern, allowing the rescuer to
set aferry angleand catch eddies without

interference. If you need to get free of the
boat, the quick-rel ease harnesscan
opened quickly.

Thisprocedure is not without risk,
and controlled practiceis needed to ap-
preciate your personal limits. An at-
tached boat, drifting behind you, can
hang up on arock or get surfed by a wave
or hole. The sudden pull from behind can
jerk you over, at which point the tether
will certainly makerolling more of a
challenge. If you and the towed boat are
floating downstream at the same speed
the harness may not release. A few guide-
lines may help. First, only clipinto a
loose boat inflat water or mild, unob-
structed rapids. Even difficult rivers
havestretches of easier water wheresuch
arescue might be attempted. If the har-
ness doesnot release cleanly, tuck your
thumb underneath the webbing and pull
it through, then paddle away from the
towed boat.

Thelong tether can also be used to res:
cue an unconscious or helplessswimmer.
If they arewearing aline vest, cinch the
end of thetether around the PFD’s shoul-
ders, just behind thevictim's head. If this
isnot possible, cinch tothe victim's up-
per arm so that they face therear of your
boat. Thiswill keep hishead upasheis
being towed.

Bdaying Others

A belayer working from a secure
stance can tieinto a second person whois
wearing a rescue PFD for added security
when crossing slippery shoreside rocks
or wading in fast-moving current. When
the harness user isfloating downriver
the rope behaves like perfectly-thrown
heaving line. The belayer, using a hip be-
lay, holdsonto theline, allowing the cur-
rent to swing thetethered swimmer to
shore. If anything goeswrong the quick-
releaseisactivated.

Before belaying someone, think ahead
towhat will happen to them if they do
need support. You must swing them into
asafe eddy, not a sheer wall or strainer.
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Kayak

Mexico

Whitewater « Bluewater « Warmwater
Whitewater Kayaking Adventures

SantaMaria® Rio Verde » Cascadas Micos ¢ El Sato
_——--—-—---——-—--—-—--—;

208/462-3361
Expediciones Agua Azul
Box 111

Garden Valley, Id. 83622
72773.3106Qcompuserve.com

Waterfalls ® Travertine rapids
Expent and Intermediate adventures
Instruction for all abilities
December - April ® Affordable prices
Mexico has it all!
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The Swiftwater Quick-Release
Harness

Releasing the harness
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Never tie yourself to a rope in moving
water without using a quick release
harness. A rope tied to your waist allows
your body to be pushed and held
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underwater. (Jan Miles for Extrasport, Inc.)

The Swiftwater chest harness uses a rear attachment point designed
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Movethe your position if necessary toin-
surethis. We must al so think about what
will happen if the tethered rescuer re-
leases the harness and swimsfor safety.
Besurethat theriver below issafefor
swimming, then station backup person-
nel with heaving linesor boatsbelow. If
thelineto thetethered swimmer snags or
hangs up on an eddyline, athird person
should grab theropeinfront of the
belayer and work down itslength, hand-
over-hand. Thisiscalled "vectoring" the
line. Asangledf the ropeto the current
increases, the tethered swimmer is
pulled towards shore.

Tethered Svimmer
Rescues

Most of thetime rescuersenter the
water only by accident. But tethered
swimmers get into the water deliberately
torecover an unconsciousswimmer or to
approach a boat pinned on a mid-stream
rock. Thisisconsiderably moredanger-
ousthan a shore-based rescue; success
depends on good timing and teamwork
between the swimmer and her belayer.

Thetethered swimmer must enter the
water cleanly and quickly. It may be pos-
sible to wade out to an eddyline and swim
into the current, but if the water istoo
deepandfast aswiftwater entry is
needed. Thisisacontrolled belly-flop, not
adive. Enter the water with back arched,
head pulled back, and handsin front of
your face. Hit the water with your body
angled upstream, into thecurrent. This
setsaferry angle and makescrossing the
current moreefficient. To reach asta-
tionary point, you'll have toaim up-
stream of your goal. But because both
rescuer and victimarefloating at the
same speed in thewater, "leading” a
floatingtarget won't work. Wait until the
"floater" isasclose as possible, then go.

Thebelayer should find a secure
stance and placefour or five coilsdf rope
inone hand. Theline then runs behind
hiship whereit can be belayed. Theidea
istolet out enough ropeto alow the
swimmer free movement, but not so
much that she becomes entangled. After
the swimmer |eaves, the belayer drops
thecoilsinthewater. Extraropeislet
out as needed. When the swimmer makes
contact with the victim, belay theropeas
you would a throw line. The current will
swing both swimmer and victim to shore.
Asaways, backup should be stationed
downstream in case the swimmer hasto
"punch out" of hisharness.

Lowers

Swimmerswearing arescue life vest
can belowered to pointsdownstream. In
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adirect lower, a tethered swimmer en-
terstheriver from a point directly up-
stream. Thebelayer |letsout line to alow
the swimmer to be carried downstream.
Since convenient launching spotsfor di-
rect lowersare seldom available, the V-
Lower ismore useful. Tie tethered swim-
mer into two lines, one going to each
shore. Thelinesare belayed either di-
rectly or through a belay devicelikea
Muenter Hitch. Signalsfor lowering,
movingleft and right, and help/emer-
gency! must be agreed upon beforehand.
A word of warning: lowers should
only beattempted in relatively mild cur-
rent. Truly fast water will create enough
pressureon the swimmer's chest harness
to make breathing difficult and may push
thetethered swimmer under. Thelimits
of thistechnique are easily learned with
regular practice. You'l find it's almost
impossibleto pull someone back up-
stream. To recover arescuer stuck on a
V-lower, let out rope on oneside, and al-
low the current to swing him to shoreon
thesecond line.

A belayer attached to an anchor with a short tether (Slim Ray/Swiftwater Rescue)

Inc.)

A V-lower system in use (Slim Ray/SthMaLac_Re\scie_)_

Using a tow system to recover a helpless swimmer. (Jan Miles for
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to float tethered swimmers on their
back with their feet downstream and
head up. (courtesy of Slim Ray)

Training

Rescue life vests, like any tool, require
training to use effectively. Paddlers are
first trained in swimming, wading, throw
line use, and using belaysin a swift wa
ter setting. Instruction covers how the
harness works, followed by an opportu-
nity to belowered in current and work
therelease. An overview of belay tech-
niques, followed by practicing a tethered
swimmer rescue, completes the training.
Effective in-water use requires regular
opportunitiesfor vest usersto probe the
limitsof their skills.

Not all paddlers will want to makethe
commitment to training that rescuelife
jacketsrequire. Infact, most paddiers
who own one have no idea how to useit!
Without training, these PFD’s are a waste
of money. But for the committed paddler,
theincreased capabilities are worth the
investment.
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A belayed wader attaches a line to a
Jnned I?M:’,I {\an Milas for Extrasport
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RUSSELL
FORK RACE
WON BY JEFF
SNYDER

W|II I. Finish

Thefirst race through the Russell
Fork Gorge was won by Jeff Snyder ina
Wavehopper in just under 11 minutes.
Chris Hipgrave was about 20 seconds be-
hind in a Response. Andy Bridge wasthe
only C-boater to compete this year and
finished fifth overall. Thefield of 15 boat-
ersstarted about 4:00 PM just above Slot
(a.k.a. Let's Make A Deal) and finished
just below Climax. Thetimespread from
first placein awildwater boat to 14th
place i n a Freefall wasonly about three
minutes.

Now that the race organizers know
that the race can be open and safe, look
for the second race next year tofeatureT-
shirts and maybe prizes.

With thisrace, Chris Hipgrave be-
comes thefirst to complete all four of the
southeastern "hair races”, participating
inthe Great Falls Race, the Upper Yough
Race, the Upper Gauley Race, and the
Russell Fork event. Rick Gusic and Joe
Greiner ranin threed thefour, missing
only Great Falls; and Clay Wright,
Howard Tidwell, and Ryan Bahnranin
three of four, missing only the Russell
Fork Race. Ryan Bahn was at the Russell
Fork Race, but couldn't compete since he
was not old enough.

No account of thisrace would be com-
plete without theform that the organiz-
ers devised:

Who was
that
Masked
Kayaker??

ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK

I, dohereby certify that | have paddled the Russell Fork Gorgeon
at | east three occasions. (initial here).

| understand that by running theriver alonefor timethat | am exposing myself to
risk of loss of life or permanent bodily injury and | wholeheartedly assume and accept
that risk and releaseany party from responsibility for anything that may happen to

me. (noinitial here).
| understand that two rafters have died in a rapid called Maze, onein 1993and one
in 1994, (initial here).

I understand that an experienced kayaker who knew theriver died in the spring of
1995inarapidcaled Fist. Further,| understand that there have been several close
callsat therapid called Fist when boaters have been pinned there or have swum un-
der the undercut rock. (initial here).

| UNDERSTAND THAT | WILL BE RUNNING THISRIVER ON MY OWN AND
THAT THERE WILL BE NO"SAFETY" SET AT ANY OF THE RAPIDSON THIS
RIVER. | WILL BE ALONE ON THISRIVER AND HELPWILL NOT BE
AVAILABLE, (initial here).

| understand that thisisnot an organized event. Itisforfun. Therearenoentry
fees, no T-shirts,and no prizes. Any peopleinvolved in tining, running shuttles, " or
ganizing, etc." arevolunteersfor my benefit and my fun. (noinitial here).

I understand that some people have called this the Russell Fork Race. Many
people view thisasfoolhardy. Nonetheless, and regardless of how stupid | am for par-
ticipating in thisactivity, | willingly accept all responsibility for what happensto
me. (initial here).

I willingly sign this document and relish the opportunity to participate inthis
show of self-glory at extremely high risk to myself. (initial here).

If I dieor suffer seriousand/or permanent bodily injury, | understand that my
loved ones will beangry with me. | understand and accept this. | ask them to direct
their anger to me and not to the volunteers who gave methischance. Itisarisk. | ac-
ceptit. Don't suethem. They warned meandl diditanyway. : (initial here).

Date:

signed partici pant (print name)

Witness:

RESULTS

All slalom K-1-M, unless noted.
1.Jeff Snyder (wildwater) 10:51.8

8.Greg Hoskins
&Jee Greiner

2.Chris Hipgrave 11:10.8 10.Eric Stritmatter 2484
3.Boone Brothers 11:29.7 11.Danny Inman 13360
4.Rick Gusic 11:58.4 12.Chris Bell 13434
5.Andy BridgeC-1 12:05.8 13.Mike Clark 13508
6.John Horrell 12:25.8 14.Blake Brame 14:06.8
7.John Stockdill 12:32.9 15.Marc Harman 25:.54.0

Boaters continual ly gripe about regulations which restrict paddling; regulations which
describewhat rivers you can paddle — whatrivers are off limits— which rivers are off
limitsat certain times and dates- what equipment isrequired (also often differing from
river toriver, stateto state) — and what permitsare needed.

WEll, quit your crying. Maybe you don't have it so bad after all! The Washinaton Post
reported in October that women athletesin Iran, besides any access or equipment restric-
tions, must wear chadors (hooded robes designed to hide thefemaleform in keeping with
Iran's strict Islamic dress code) during both workouts and official racing events.

According to the coach of the Iranian national flatwater kayaking team, thisextra
clothing adds 10 seconds to their time on the 500-meter course.

The women paddlersconsider themselveslucky, since lran hassent only mentothe
Olympicssince 1979. They are one of thefew women's teamsfrom their country to have a
shot at qualifying for next year's Summer Olympicsin Atlanta. The Islamic dress codeto-
tally eliminates many events such asswimming, track and field, basketball and volleyball.

Hopefully the Olympics will introduce these women paddlersto a more tolerant soci-
ety, at least towards women, if not paddlersin general. If they arereal lucky, perhaps they
can lock in alucrative contract for a new line of outdoor sports apparel!
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Rocky Mountain Outdoor Center
10281 Hwy 50, Howard, Colorado 81233

800-255-5784
BN, T " Excellencein instruction
s e - - . s§8ncel1982
e ——— —  — elaelyebehi
3 instruction with ACA certified
Whitewater Kayakingin Chile [ 1] INSITUCLOrS.
It’s the trip of @ Lifetime! May, 1996 Advanced Solo
Expediciones Chile tripsare more than just paddling challenging Playboating with Kent Ford.
rivers. They're an extraordinary experience. Imagine the best [H . .
day of paddlingyou've ever had, greeted at the end of the day by 1T Apl‘l |, 1996 Canoe ICW with Bob
an ox cart shuttle capprd with a relaxing sauna and massage. Our 11 Fopte,
trips have gained an international reputation — the best-of-the-best. 1
Please contact us for more information Before You Surf
Expediciones Chile the Arkansaswith RMOC
333 Earl's Road, Bryson City, NC 28713 Surf the Net
Compuserve 71774,756 ~http://www.adventuresports.com/
Pizﬁzggéj‘fgrg?ggsz ____asap/water/outfiter/rmoc.htm___

W 4 1kmcz Paddlgs

Handcrafted quallty is now available in composiles.

Viking Paddles has combined the most advanced composite
technology with Keith Backlund's unsurpassed blade design.

Composite skins are molded over machined Spruce/Cedar
cores. WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

YOU get a paddle with the feel of wood and the durability
of synthetics at a competitive price.

Potomac Standard kayak paddle 33 oz

Potomac Carbon kayak paddle 29.5 oz
David Hearn Gold Medal C-1 paddle 23 oz

1 800 272 41 41 Dealer Inquiries Welcome
| | | |
: P.O. Box 97 Ohiopyle PA 15470
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No More Eastern Retrobooks

by Bob Cipoletti
This purposedf thiswritingisto of- 3. Theroledf therating in describing The'new testament' is not predis
fer my own perspectiveon somevery im- | potential hazards. posedto 'downgrad_| ng' either. Consider
portant points which, to some extent, the Rio Grande's Pilar Run, which isthe
have been previously made, as part of First of all, intheopinion of Western | neighborhood playground for every
American Whitewater's ongoing discus- authors, ClassV isn't just harder than boater that hangs their hat in the state of
sion of river classification. Unlikethe IV.It's significantly harder than V-, New Mexico. For yearsit was considered
majority of opinions which have been whichissignificantly harder thanIV+, plainold ClassIIL. Although people
offerred on thisissue, mineis NOT ex- etc.. Therefore, paddlers should expect would get really good boating there ex-
pert. However, | havespent considerable | BIG differences between rapids whose clusively, and soft intermediates stayed
time paddlinga wide variety of rivers ratingsdiffer by 1/2 class. away at high water, nobody waswilling
around the West, and most recently, a togosofar astocall it Class1V. Thelat-
brief tour of the East. There arerecent Asan example, the Numberson est guidebook ratesit ITI+, IV-,and IV at
editions of comprehensive guidebooks Colorado's Arkansasriver isoneof the | low, medium and high water, respec-
availablefor every region, and thereare | most popular kayaking runsinthestate. | tively. They're not ex~ggerating either.
three particular areaswherel believe Below 2.5 (1V-), thisrun isteeming with You couldn't even find Tablesaw in any
that the Eastern guidebooks differ from boatersfromall over the country. Over 3 | oned thoserapidsat high water.
thetheir counterpartsin the West. (IV),the softies go el sewhere. At levels Thepoint toall of thisisthat sucha
over 4' (IV+), thisisalonely place. Par- system, when used judiciouslv, is not
1 Recognizing theadvantage o the ticularly intherangeof 45, thisentire only consistent with the definitions set
conscientioususeof +/- tofurther specify | runisasbig, ashard, and, because of the | forthby the Safety Codedf the AWA, but
therelative difficulty of rapids. continuous nature and ever-present hy- isalso much moreaccurate in describing
2 Theimportance of correlating fluc- | draulics, asdangerousas ANYTHINGon | theway that experienced boaters, who
tuationsin difficulty with fluctuationsin | the Upper Gauley at normal releaselev- aretruly familiar with thecircum-
flow. els. So,isthisClass V?NO! Why?It'sthe | stances, perceive therelative difficulty.
samerun and thesame lines that theen- Thesameistruefor experienced boaters
tireworld thinksisClass IV at lower lev- | atevery level. Thisframedf referenceis
els, except it's bigger and faster, and in stark contrast to thelack of structure
when you punch something, it punches found in the Eastern style of guidebook,
you back. which seems to tack on another level of
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difficulty for each timethe paddler gets
splashed. Thelatest Southeastern
guidebook's description of the Upper
Gauley readslikean ad for acommercial
raft trip: “...fiveClass V ... adozen Class
1+ and uncounted Class IIT+ rapids."
That author clearly hasapreferencefor
the‘+’ system.

I'm no expert on the Gauley, having
only run it once. But, as Joe Greiner has
so effectively pointed out, Eastern guide-
books contain some peculiar notions con-

cerning the relevance of hazards, and the
length, continuity and difficulty of rapids

on the Upper Gauley at standard release

levels. However, another example of this
type of confusion isevolving right before
your eyes. I'm referring to the current

publicity regarding Initiation. The Safety

Bulletin isagreat idea, but do some

peoplereally think that in thefuture, oth-

erswill be morelikely toavoid theriver
right bank, if astraightforward ClassIII
rapid israted Class |V? Could this be ex-
actly what happened in the past with
other Upper Gauley rapids?

| once asked my good paddling buddy
and old-time guidebook author, Jim
Stohlquist, who isa very knowledgeable
and sensible boater, how he would rate
Gore Canyon against therest of Colorado
rivers. Hesaid, "lt's one o the hardest in

Don‘t Let Your Mother
Watch This Video!

To explore North Carolina's Cullasaja,
Thompson, and ¥ Fork French Broad Rivers,
send 526.95 + 53.00 s&h U.S. funds to:
WILDSIDE PRODUCTIONS

8718 Whitehorse Road, Suite 103-C
Greenville,SC 29611

Name |
| Address |
LY = 2P

thestate." | said, "What do you mean?|
doit." Hereplied, " Sure, at low water."
Thepoint isthat if you're goingto givea
knowledgeable, sensible boater one crack
at rating Gore Canyon, heain't gonnato
say V-. Hell probably say V+,or even VI,
whichitsurely isat peak flows. Never-
thel ess, when dozens of solid boatersrun
itinthefall, they're going to think he'sa
quack. Describing arapid intermsof a
singleflow isnot fair to the reader, and
it's notfair totheauthor. | wish | knew to
what extent, knowledgeable Eastern au-
thorsare influenced by thesight of Iron
Ring at 1200, or L ost Paddl e at 8000.
Furthermore, the combination of in-
formation onflow variation and the asso-
ciated levelsdf difficulty can provide
valuable insight. For example, the three
big rapids on the Upper Kern's Gold
Ledge Run arerated V- at flowsabove
2500, while the Upper Taos Box israted
V- at flowsbelow 800. Whilethe ratings
suggest that approximately the same
level of skill isrequired for either run,
there are obvious differences for the pad-
dler to anticipate. At that level, the
Kern's rapids are bigand pushy, in addi-
tion to being steep and generously
sprinkled with beefy hydraulics. Mean-
while, the pool and drop Upper Box is
TETY Steep, technical and dangerous, and

therefore garnersthe samerating at
flows considered to berelatively slow and
more manageabl e.

Charlie Walbridge i s abso-
lutely right about anew river
feeling different thefirst time
around. Isn't that onereason
that we seek them out? Fur-
thermore, that should be per-
fectly obviousto every pad-
dier thevery first timethat
they returntothesitedf their
river clinic. They should be
equally well awarethat it's
their perception that's chang-
ing, not theriver.

William Finnoff, who isan awesome
C1 paddler, accompanied me down the
Taylor River Canyon for thefirst timeat
unusually high water dueto thisyear's
exceptional snow pack. We both casually
agreed that it wasa nifty Class|V run.
After following my line through #4 on the
Arkansas at 45 (rated ClassIV+) the
next day, William was pretty convinced

Serving the
paddling sports

since 1969 .

SHOGUN - The ultimate whitewater play boat
RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak
RAPID - Proven freestyle winner
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regarded by customersthroughout the nation and Canada

Our SEDA accessoriesinclude Coast Guard gpproved lifevests,
top desgn wet suits and acomprehensivelined whitewater and
flatwater gear.

Call today for our 40 page bar gain-packed catalog and dealer near est you.

SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Coolidge Ave., National City, CA 91950
Tel: 6191336 2444
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that therapid was Class Fiveish, espe-
ciadly if wewerecalling the previous
day'srun Class|V. Sound familiar? The
next day Williamran hisown line
through #4 and barely got hisboat wet.
After further consideration of the Taylor,
it was not hard to imagine how thefirst
time down a narrow river, lined with
fallen trees, with a continuous gradient
approaching 90 feet per mile, would seem
to be Class|V. Although theriver iseas
ily navigated, we were eddy hoppinglike
it wasthefirst descent of Cherry Creek
becauseit wasquite steep asfar aswe
could see, and we could never besure of
theactual placement of thetreesfroma
distance. Guidebook rating: Hf+ Right
On.

The point isthat no one hasany busi-
nessratingariver according to how
THEY feel on any ONE day, whether it's
thefirst day, or the tenth day. Ratings
should be based solely upon the skill re-
quired to safely and reliably negotiate
therapid(s), with appropriate consider-
ation given to the consequences of the
failure to do so. Furthermore, this deter-
mination should be made over a period of
time by aslarge a pool of knowledgeable,
sensible opinions as possible. Peoplewho
do otherwise aredeliberately building
ambiguity into the system.

When | started boating 5 years ago,
most everythingwas Class2, 3,4 or 5.
Peoplewere always bickering, upgrad-
ing, downgrading, condescending, you

~ name it! The more ambiguous classifica

tion system was serving the up-and-com-
erslikeacotton sprayskirt. Theonly
people whining now are those whose
reputation wasrooted in the ambiguity.
Everyone elseistoo busy talking about
how "right-on" thelatest guidebook is.
Now a couple of everyday boaters can
travel throughout the Western states and
know, more or less, what to expect. We
knew from the description that a high
water run of the Merced immediately be-
low El Portal would be similar to the bulk
of the Upper Animas. Contrast that to the
very capable young woman from Wyo-
ming, who told methat until shesaw the
Upper Gauley first hand, shewas
catatonic, because after reading a pile of
eastern guidebooks, she expected to see
something comparable to the last 5 miles
of the N. Fork of the Payette! Unfortu-
nately, | know exactly how shefelt.

A lot of people are adamant about not

reassessing thecurrent ratings of eastern -

streamsfor fear of blowing smokein the
eyesd thelittle guys. But, while the ex-
perts are burning the midnight oil trying

to decide how to pigeonhole the Class V+, - -

VI-,and VI rapids, the rest of usare walk-
ingaround in thedark! Inthefuture, I'm
going to rely upon familiar voicesto give
mefirst hand descriptions of Eastern riv-
ers. That is, until Joe Greiner gets
around to writing the definitive Eastern
guidebook for the rest of us.
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KAYAKER

by Tom Abraham

If you call your van or tent or the
guide house home more than 100
daysayear, you might bea
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Fax (717) 944- 0422 |

kayaker.

If the smell of wet polypro no
longer nauseates you, you might

be a kayaker.

If your ideal woman isonethat pulls
out of an eddy and says" Seeif you
can makethis move, sissy!™, you
might be a kayaker.

If your boat, paddle and racks cost
more than the vehicle they areon,
you might bea kayaker.

tain Surf Catalog, you might bea

5 If your Christmaslist isthe Moun-
kayaker.

If your idea of breakfast isa Snick-
ersbar, aMountain Dew and a bong
on the way to the put in, you might
be a kayaker.

If you own more pairs of Tevas
than you do shoes, you might bea

kayaker.

If you call gauges more often than
you call your significant other, you
might be a kayaker.

If you believe ducktape canfix any
thing, you might be a kayaker.

If your idea of agood timeisrun-
ning some sick drop, screwing it
up, not getting hurt, and trying it
again until you do get hurt, you
might kayaker.
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THE FLYING PADDLE OF

DEER CREEK

by H. Charles Foster

Spring, 1993, Deer Creek, Northern
California. Bill Murphy had thelead as
wefloated lazily through miles of Class
11T wilderness, admiring the views of vol-
canic cliffs, oak groves, cool glades, and
fern-covered grottoes. Mindsand bodies
werefully relaxed, until a particularly
steep, basaltic cliff and pinnaclesystem
downstream triggered afew faint warn-
ing bells.

Aswedrifted around a bend near the
base of the cliff, welivened up at the
sight of a maze of huge, chocolate-colored
basalt boulders obstructing our progress.
We eddied out because the narrow gaps
between thefirst set of entrance boulders
only gave usa view o more big boulders.
Aswe eased out of our boats, Richard
Penny, the third member of our group
told us he was going to head on down and
try to boat scout therapid. Bill and |

We have what vou're
lookingf o r-..

Whatever it is, you'll find it in our 88-page color catalog,
which is the biggest and most comprehensive
in the whitewater business.

We are Whitewater Raft specialists,
but we're also paddlers, and we carry the best names
in the business. Cdl or writefor your copy of
THE Whitewater Catalog

Cascade

TTERS

UTF

P.O. Box 209, Springfield, CR 97477 » 1-800-223-RAFT (7238)

took alittle whileto scramble up to the
top of the nearest vantage point.

Weran into Richard at the top, |ook-
ingalittlelesslackadaisical than he had
moments before. And we saw why; this
was definitely adifficult rapid. Twenty
foot high boulders were scattered
throughout the riverbed and against both
vertical canyon wallsfor the next hun-
dred yards. Theobvious route, which Ri-
chard had started before quickly deciding
to scout, was down the | eft side. It in-
volved aquick turn or two, then a hard
right turn to avoid astrainer tree. This
sequence led to afivefoot drop over a
steep ledge, followed by afew morefast
turns.

Richard volunteered to gofirst and
hisrunwasnot inspiring. Hestarted out
fine, but as he entered theright turn, he
had to paddlefuriously to avoid the
strainer. Hehad a good linefor the ledge

American Whitewater v February

drop, but got a huge backender that sent
him screaming across the runout, bow up
at a45degree angle, headed for asplat on
one of the boulders. Just in time he man-
aged to get hisboat under control and
avoid the boulder. Ashe pulled intoan
eddy at the bottom of therapid, hisrec-
ommendation was clear - portage.

Bill and | were all for that and started
planning our portage route. There
wasn't one. Thesame massive boulders
that created up the rapid were also piled
right up against the steep canyon walls.
Any spaces between these rocks were
choked with luxuriant, fivefoot high poi-
son oak. Maybetherapid wasn't ashard
asRichard had madeit look. Back to
scouting...

We decided that by going through a
kayak-wide slot, we could totally avoid
thetree. That slot also lined up very well
with theledge drop, giving one a chance
to build up more speed to ski jump the
hole. And, it didn't involve intimate con-
tact with poison oak. Confident that we
had a winning plan, we piled into our
boats. Bill peeled out, disappearing into
the maze of boulders.

I waited about thirty seconds, and
took my turn. Thewater wasfar pushier
than it had looked. (Why doesit work
that way so often?) All too soon | was ap-
proaching the narrow slot, just intimeto
see Bill's kayak floating out, upside
down. Thisdistracted meso that as|
dropped into theslot, | didn't quite get
my paddle parallel to my boat. Asl slid
down the drop my paddle hung up on the
rocksframing theslot. It flew out of my
hands. Richard saysitwent thirty feet
into theair, twisting and spinning, be-
fore clattering down atop a boulder, then
bouncing into theriver. | plopped into
the slack water below the slot with plenty
of speed and not ability to slow down.

As| hand-paddled desperately back-
ward | caught a good look at Bill. He was
within arm's reach of my bow, struggling
to climb a steep, slick rock. Inspite of all
my backpaddling, | was slowly creeping
toward the big ledgedrop. Therewas no
point asking Bill for help, so | shifted into
forward gear. | actually managed to take
agood line off the ledge, keeping my nose
up and landingflat, but Deer Creek
wasn't donewith meyet. | had about a
half second to congratul ate mysdlf for not
pinning before | got a great view o the
sky, then water. 1'd doneaclassic
backender, right back into the hole! The
swim than ensued wasn't my worst, but it
ranked right up there.

Epilogue: Bill made hisway to shore,
and hiked through the poison oak to the
bottom of the rapid. We recovered both
boats, and my flying paddle eventually
completed itsrun o therapid. Bill's
paddle was never seen again.
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Kansas City, MO 64112

Paddling Bares
P.O. Box 22
Milltown, NJ 08850-0022

Palmetto Paddlers
c/o Mandy Maier
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284 Shoreline Drive
Columbia, SC 29212

Perception Kayak Club
c/o Perception Inc.
111 Kayaker Way
Eadley, SC 29640

Philadel phia Canoe Club
4900 Ridge Ave.
Philadel phia, PA 19128

Pikes Peak Whitewater Club
¢/o Sarah Dentoni

533 North Wahsatch Avenue
Colorado Springs, CO
80903-3001

T Project Challenge

8306 Mills Drive, #190
Miami, FL 33183

Rhode Island Canoe
Association

c/o Dave Hevner

254 Bailey Woods Road
Brooklyn, CT 06234

River Rendezvous
P.O. Box 888
Telluride, CO 81435

River Touring Section
Sierra Club - Angeles
Chapter

c/o Dave Ewoldt
9624 Saluda Avenue
Tijunga, CA 91042

Roanoke County Parks &
Rec.

c/o Bill Sgrinia

1206 Kessler Mill Road
Salem, VA 24158

San Juan College Outdoor
Program

4601 College Boulevard
Farmington, NM 87402

Sequoia Paddling Club
P.O. Box 1164

T Windsor, CA 95492

Shasta Paddlers

c¢/o David Bish
1637 Cessna Court
Redding, CA 96001

SierraClub Loma Prieta
c/o Dave Kim

3309 Oxford Lane

San Jose, CA 95117

SierraClub RTS

c/o Wini Heppler

18 Columbia Circle
Berkeley, CA 94708-2104

"l"ﬁl-’fFﬂr: 30141 7.1

T.G. EmnE
PO. Box 177

. Manindale, TX

Fax 511 353!
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Sierra NevadaWW Club
8 Charlie Albright
7500 Gladstone Drive
IReno, NV 89506

‘Smith River Valley Canoe Club
@ Harry B. Rhell, President
15 Cleveland Avenue
Martinsville, VA 24112

SpokaneCanoe & Kayak Club
P.O. Box 819
‘Spokane, WA 99210

Steep Creek Films
4104 Shoal Creek Boulevard
Augtin, TX 78756

TexasWhitewater Assoc.
P.O. Drawer 5429
Austin, TX 78763

Three Rivers Paddling Club
c/o Barry Adams

811 Smokey Wood Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15218

Toledo River Gang
c/o Mike Sidell

626 Louisiana Avenue
Perrysburg, OH 43551

Triad River Runners
P.O. Box 24094
Winston-Salem, NC 27114-4094

U. of Maine at Machias
Library

9 O’Brien Ave.
Machias, ME 04654

University of Tennessee
Canoe & Hiking Club
2106 Andy Holt Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37996-2900

University of Utah

Outdoor Recreation Program
Building 420

Salt Lake, UT 84112

Viking Canoe Club
P.O. Box 32263
Louisville, KY 40232

Washington Kayak Club
P.O. Box 24264
Seattle, WA 98124-0264

Waterline

c/o Irv Tolles

103 Bay Street
Manchester, NH 03104

West Virginia Wildwater Assoc.
P.O. Box 8413
S. Charleston, WV 25303

Western Carolina Paddlers
P.O. Box 8541
Asheville, NC 28814

Willamette Kayak & Canoe Club
P.O. Box 1062
Corvallis, OR 97339

Zoar Valley Paddling Club
c/o Ken Ahlstrom

46 Albany Avenue
Dunkirk, NY 14048



Guidelines for

Theeditorial staff of American

Whitewater carefully reviews all mate-
rial submitted for publication. Weare
particularly interestedin receivingfull
length featurearticles, conservation and
club news, special event announcements,
articles pertai ning to whitewater safety
and short, humorous pieces.

Articles shouldfit our established
format; that is, they should be stylisti-
cally pattered tofit into our Features,
AWA Briefs, Conservation Currents,
Safety Lines, Humor or End Notes sec-
tions. Exceptional photographsand
whitewater cartoons are al so welcomed.

If possiblearticles should be submit-
ted using Wordperfectona51/4" single
sided flexibledisc. Please use the stan-
dard Wordperfect default settings; do not
alter the margin or spacing parameters.
If you useadifferent word processing
program and/ or smaller disks, send us
oneanyway... wemay beableto transfer
it toour files. Send a printed copy of the
article, aswell.

Those without access to a word pro-
cessor may submit their articlestyped.
Please doubl e space.

Photos may be submitted asslides,
black or white printsor color prints.
Keep your originalsand send usdupli-
catesif possible; we can not guarantee

Contributors

want usto return your pictures, include
a self addressed stamped envelope with
your submission. Because we publishin
black and white, photoswith alot of con-
trast work best.

American Whitewater Feature ar-
ticles should relate to some aspect of
whitewater boating. Please do not submit
articles pertaining to sea kayaking or
flatwater. The best features have a defi-
niteslant... or theme. They are not
merely chronological recountings of
river trips. .

Open thestory with an eyecatching
lead, perhaps by telling an interesting an-
ecdote. Dialogue should be used to
heighten thereader's interest. Don't just
tell usabout theriver... tell usabout the
peopleon theriver... develop them as
characters. Featurearticles should not
bewritten in thestyleof alocal club
newsletter.

If you arewriting about a commonly
paddied river, your story should betold
from a unique perspective. Articles
about difficult, infrequently paddled or
exotic riversaregiven special consider-

——ation. But wearealsointerested in well
written, unusual articles pertaining to
classIlland IV rivers aswell. Feature

‘storiesdo not have to be about aspecific _since most are membersof the AWA,

“river. Articles about paddling tech-

thesafereturn of iour ﬁictures. If vou .niau&ltheriver environment and river mmSafety organization.
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—asmall honorarium when they submit

personalitiesarealso accepted. Pieces
that incorporate humor are especially
welcome. Open boating and rafting sto-
riesarewelcome.

Don't beafraid tolet your personality
shinethrough and don't beafraid to poke
alittlefun at yourself... and your pad-
dling partners.

Profanity should be used only when it
isabsolutely necessary to effectively tell
astory;itisnot our intent tointention-
ally offend our moresensitive members
and readers.

Please check all facts carefully, par-
ticularly those regarding individuals,
government agencies and corporations
involved inriver access and environmen-
tal matters. Youarelegally responsible
for theaccuracy of such material. Make
sure namesare spelled correctly and
river gradients and distances are cor-
rectly calculated.

Articleswill beedited at thediscre-
tion of the editorstofit our format,
length and style. Expect to see changes
inyour article.

The American Whitewater Affiliation
isnon-profit; the editors and contributors
to American Whitewater are not reim-
bursed. On rareoccasions, by prear-
rangement, professional writersreceive

storiesat our request. Generally, our
contributors do not expect payment,

which isa volunteer conservation and
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THE ALL-TIME ENDER

by Jonathan Katz

1.“Yee-Hah!!”

Chopper's rebel yell wassoloud
Omahaheard it underwater. He hung up-
side down in the pool at work, testing the
outfitting in a prototype canoe. Herolled
up, shook the water out of hisearsand
gaped at Chopper. "What's up?"' he asked.

"Cheat's up, that's what. Four feet on
the Albright gauge. McBride’s closingthe
plant early. We're goingto West Vir-
ginia. Right now."

"ThereisaRiver God," Omaha
grinned. "Lemmegrab some dopefor the
road and we're outa here.”

Soit wasthat at oneo'clock ona
bright summer Tuesday afternoon Bam-
Bam McBride, Kenny Omaha and Mark
Chopper decided to haveafriendly little
ballstothewall surfing contest to see
who wasthe baddest boater at Big Nasty.
And thereby changed the entire course of
human history. ...

2.Lepticon, U.M.G., sat at the main
battle station of hisstarship. He had
planet Earth locked in hiscrosshairs.
Hisfinger twitched impatiently on the
firing button while he waited for the last
report from hisscouting party. One push
and thismoldy, sodden blue world would
disappear from hisview-screen. UM.G.
stood for Undisputed Master of the Gal-
axy, and it was not an honorary degree.
Hed kicked an awful lot of interstellar
assto earn thetitle, and he aimed to keep
it. In space, thereisno room for wimps.

L epticon was positioned where he
wanted to be, in a parallel universe about
half asecond behind Earth-time. He
knew from long experience that most in-
telligent lifeforms spent their daysina
futile effort to foretell thefuture. Only
about two or three percent were smart
enough to worry about trying to predict
the past. Of those, virtually all looked
deep into thedim recesses of time. They
missed the threat that loomed right over
their shoulder until it wastoo late.

L epticon would reveal himself for anin-
stant, just long enough to show them the
error of their ways, before he blasted
them into oblivion.

Hesmiled. "Asstrategy goesit's not
exactly rocket science, but itsalways
worked for me."

L epticon acknowledged the presence
of Baseg, his Science Officer.

"There's athick layer of biological
crud on that planet," Baseg said, gestur-
ing toward Earth. " Flammableatmo-

sphere, a whole boatload of water, and a
scum of primitivelifeforms, plantsand
animals mostly. Just different patterns
»f the same dull, boring DNA molecule.
Garbage life, not even worth taking
samples.”

"Any sign of intelligenceat all?"

L epticon asked.

"If youwant tocall it that,"” Basegre-
plied. "Onedominant animal, usual ar-
chitecture. Twolegs, two arms, body,
head. Brain about as powerful asthe
warning light on your toothbrush. Vi-
zious polluters, who spend all their time
copulating and making war."

"Totaly worthless, eh? Where did you
get your data?"

"Zaxxorand Arianearestill onthe
surface. They did arandom geographical
survey, all places beginning with the
Earth-letter B. They visited Bosnia,
Belorussia, Bien Hoa, Belfast, Bombay,
Biafra, Botswana, Bolivia, Beirut and
Brooklyn. Found nothing but war and
sex, sex and war, over and over and over
again. Last stopisaplacecalled Big
Nasty. Soundsawful, but they wanted to

"So tell them totakeaquick look,
makeafinal report, and beam up. Well
leave our mark here and find amore
promising star."

Baseg knew Lepticon's mark. The
U.M.G. would tap the accelerator, just a
little, and the exhaust from the stardrive
would flash-burn the scum off the surface
of the planet and leaveit sterile, a
smooth, unblemished sphere of polished
iron, airless, waterless, lifeless, perfect.
Then they'd set it spinning with atractor
beam, fast enough so that it pulsed ara-
diosignal for amillion light-yearsall
around. A tell-talewarning totherest of
theuniverse: Lepticon was here.

3.0n a Tuesday afternoon after heavy
rain in high summer the Cheat was de-
serted. Theraft companiescouldn't
scare up enough customersfor midweek
bootlegruns, and thefew commercial
tripsthat had managed to put on werefar
ahead of the McBride-Omaha boys. They
had Big Nasty to themselves, and at four
on the gauge the hole was a sticky,
churning mass of froth and hydraulic
variables, not your basic midsummer
play spot. But the damage potential from
the swim was minimal and they could
carry their boats upstream on the beach
and runit again and again. McBride
eased hiskayak into the hole on the way
down, backpaddled to wedgehimself in,
and bounced and juddered aroundfor a
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while till he capsized and washed free.

Chopper and Omaha watched the
Yobd laureate make afool of himself.
Neither saw Zaxxor and Ariane material-
ize on the beach. When they beamed
down they looked like they'd been settled
infor hours. After Chopper saw that
McBridewas clear of the hole he glanced
up and saw the pair just sitting there—a
‘rusted, filthy looking Caucasian wino
and an absol utely riveting blonde.

Chopper nearly jumped out of his
skirt in surprise as he surveyed the odd
zouple on the other side of theriver.
Wherethe hell had they comefrom? He
saw no boats, and he knew the overland
hikeinto the canyon wasbrutal. And
were these two ever mismatched. The
man looked horrible, red-eyed and sca
brous, wearing ripped, grease stained
khakis and matted hair. Hewas well
over six feet tall, Chopper guessed, and
well under 150 pounds. Literally skin
and bones, an emaciated rail, probably
dying of AIDS. And the woman?

Chopper and the voluptuous Arden
Tygart had been sleeping tandem for
sometime, but that was an accidental re-
lationship. Normally he wasimmune to
femininewiles. Infact, he'd rather play
paintball than get laid. But the babe on
the beach was stunning: big eyes, high
cheekbones, an archly sensual mouth,
surrounded by a bomb of blonde hair and
perched on amileof legs. And dressed to
stop atruck. She belonged on arunway
in Paris modelling ready-to-wear, not on
somerock beachin thehills of West Vir-
ginia, next to one o the walking dead.
Chopper caught Omaha's attention,
pointed to the pair, and quickly ferried
hiskayak into the meat of the hole,
where he settled in and began tosurf his
brainsout.

Ariane watched Chopper ride the hole
for afew secondsand transmitted the
image to Lepticon and Baseg in the ship.
"Look," she beamed, " Thisisdifferent."

4.At hisbattle station Lepticon pro-
jected Ariane's vision onto hisscanner.
He watched Chopper bounceand flail in
Big Nasty and turned to Baseg.

"What isthisactivity?' heasked. "Is
itwar?"

Zaxxor answered from the beach,
where he, too, sat and watched. He ob-
served that Omaha wore a hand-held pro-
jectile shooter in aslingon hislifejacket.
Even by local standards it was not a pow-
erful weapon, when compared to a primi-
tiveairfoil like aB-52.

"Their military technology isunbe-



THE ALL-TIME ENDER continued

lievably crude. They try to perforate
each other's bodies with small cylinders
of base metal, or turn solidsinto gases at
close range in aneffort to blow off
chunksof flesh. They cannot even regen-
eratetheir own body parts, and when
enough of them have sustained this type
of physical damage one side declares
that theother isthewinner. Ridicu-
lous;"

Lepticon madewar by going back in
time and vaporizing theearliest ancestor
of hisenemy, thereby destroyingthe bad
guy beforehewasever born and eradicat-
ingall tracethat hehad ever even ex-
isted. Lepticon agreed that setting off ex-
plosive burstsof gasnear an enemy's
body, or peppering him with small lead
balls, was not worth the bother.

Ignoring Omaha's pistol, Zaxxor stud-
ied Chopper carefully, saw himfliphis
kayak and then right himselfusing only
his paddle: no pistols, no plasma
rayguns, N0 vaporizers, no weapons of
any sort. Finally Zaxxor responded. "To
answer your question, | don't believethe
activity you are watching iswar."

Lepticon agreed. Whatever Chopper
wasdoingin the hole, it did not appear to
have military significance. So, if not
war, then perhapsthe other?

"Isit sex?" Lepticon asked.

Ariane had studied the reproductive
habitsof theindiginouslifeformin
thirty-seven placesthat begin with the
letter B, including Buffalo, Bogota, Berlin
and Binghamton. She knew that humans
nearly always had sex by themselves or
in groups of two. Invariably, aloneorin
pairs, they made physical contact with
certain organs between their thighs.

Now sheinspected Chopper closely.
Shewas quitesure hewasalonein the
kayak. Hissprayskirt fit tightly, block-
ing hislap, sealing him in the boat from
thewaist down. Therewasnoway his
hands could reach through the skirt to
touch the organs between hislegs.

"No." shereplied. "lts not sex."

"What isit, then?" Lepticon asked, for
he wastruly not sure.

5. Back at Big Nasty it took Omaha
less than three seconds tofall hopelessly
inlove. Hismissioninlifewasto save
the gorgeous blonde from spending an-
other moment with the dreadful wino she
sat next to. Hewascertain he could im-
press her. Swiftly he paddied his open
canoe into the maw of Big Nasty. With
quick, powerful strokes he drove the bow
of the boat deep into the bottom of the
hole. Theriver bit. Thestern rocked up
behind him. Ender time!!

The bow of the canoe dug deepintothe
river, and theforce of the rushing water
popped the boat up into theair. Omaha
leaned backward, struggling to stay verti-
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cal, but he'd overbalanced and the boat
fell forward on top of him, trapping his
body upsidedown under water. For long
seconds hestruggled toset up hisroll in
theviolent, aerated current. Finally he
got hisanchor pointsand slowly rolled
the boat upright, gasping for breath as
his head broke the water.

A wet and chastened Omaha drifted
downstream infront of theflaxen-tressed
honeydripper who wasthe object of his
desire. Hefeltlikeajerk for trying to
show off. But shesmiled at him, aradi-
ant, glowing smilethat filled him with a
warmth sweeter than lust, and their eyes
met. Omaha's body filled with content-
ment.

At that moment Ariane's telepathic
powersflooded every cell and synapsein
Omaha's drug-addled brain. Shecould
have sucked his mind right then. She
could have downloaded every conscious
and unconsciousthought he'd ever pos
sessed so he'd forget he even knew how to
breathe. She could haveleft him there to
diein mute, suffocating agony asevery
nerve cell in hisbody discharged itsfull
load of pain and rage and fear. But she
didn't. Shesimply copied thetwo or
three hundred gigabytesof data that
made up Omaha's mind and soul and got
out of hishead. The processtook less
than a second.

Ariane's smile had overwhelmed
Omaha. Hehad to do something to over-
come hisembarrassment, so he waved
hispaddlein theair and shouted, " Its
FUNI"

FUN. FUN. Ariane toyed with the
word. It wasnew to her. In Bosnia,
Belfast and Beirut it was not aterm any-
oneused. Soher translationindex took
over. Shestarted with Chinese, the most-
spoken language on earth. There were
thirty-four characters pronounced "fun"
but none of them appeared to mean any-
thing somebody would scream after get-
ting trashed in a big hole. Her mind drew
similar blanksin Russian and Hindi be-
fore she started on English.

Asshe worked she picked through the
gibberish she'd copied from Omaha's
mind. Shethrew out the ninety-seven
per cent of his consciencethat was preoc-
cupied with sex and drugsand war, and
isolated one small kernel of purejoy:
surfing an open boat in bigwater. At last
she gained some inkling of what Omaha
was yelling about.

"Itsdefinitely not sex or war," she
beamed to Lepticon. "Its"fun", behavior
done solely for the purpose of rleasmes,
which is something valuablethat we
haven't seen before."

6.“So they are capable of recreation,”
L epticon mused, watching Bam Bam
McBridesidesurf the hole. "They liketo
havea good time."

"It doesn't look like anything I'd want
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totry," Baseg responded.

" S0, shall we cook them now or let
them live?"

"Let them play with their boatsa
whilelonger. Thisplanet poses no threat
tous, and itsdoomed anyway. They are
choking on their ownfeces."

"All right," Lepticon said. "Beam up
Zaxxor and Ariane. Well mark the ninth
planet and warp out of here."

At Big Nasty Omaha caught an eddy
in hisswamped canoe and glanced back
upstream toward his new-found love.

But she and the derelict were gone. Anx-
iously Omahascanned the beach, but it
wasas if she was never there.

They must have slipped behind the
bouldersfor aquickie, hethought, and
wondered with a pang of deep sadness
just what thewino had that he, theleg-
endary Kenneth Omaha, was missing.

Later that evening, deep in interplan-
etary space, Lepticonfired hisstardrive
and hiswarship knifed through the
present, headed deep into thefuture. On
the way he polished Pluto as smooth and
round asa cue ball, afact earthbound sci-
entists would not discover for three hun-
dred years.

7. McBridesprung for a hotel room
that night and thethree tired warriors
sprawled on the double beds, watching
thetube. McBride had drunk a sixpack
and Omaha was deep into afifth of
Cuervo Gold. Nobody moved to change
the channel, which wasbroadcasting a
local access program called Midnight
Hog Report.  Suddenly the TV flickered
once, hard, as the electromagnetic pulse
from Lepticon's departuredisrupted
Earth's communicationsnet. It did no
lasting damage (except to certain nuclear
weaponstargeting computersin Wash-
ington and Moscow, which remained bro-
ken for months) but it annoyed Omaha,
who cursed and grumbled that there was
something wrongwith the TV.

McBriderose suddenly. Inadeep,ro-
botic voice heintoned, " Thereis nothing
wrong with your TV set. We control the
horizontal. We control the vertical.”

Chopper responded. "Beam me up,
Scotty, There's nointelligent life down
here."

7. Omahalived long, and prospered.
But he never learned that the ender he
botched at Big Nasty saved Planet Earth
frominstant extermination. And he
never forgot her smile.

© Jonathan Katz October 21, 1995
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Mohawk Canoes
World leader in Short Whitewater Playboats SAVE 3 0 %

Designer & Builder of Whitewater Canoes Since 1971

97,000 Canoes Built Since 1964

R PLAYBOAT DE! Below are drawings’|
" of cross sections through the center of a MohaNk Viper, Probe and our -
X1. series. Notethe differencein flared angles. Where the bottom and |
side of the canoe mest, the Viper has a sharp chine or edge. Thisedge |
enables the paddler to carve turns and to judge the angle of their lean -
However, it can catch cross currentsand flip a boater who isnot used tei—
the BATE, X190, WHeR side sualing W Viger B "grabbier” WA the—
Probe. Advanced paddlerswho master thisedgelovethe control it gives
them. But for many paddlers we believe the Probeis a more forgiving
| boat that will suit their waddling needs better. without giving up the
quick acceleration and turning of the Viper.
PADDUER: Vernon Keith PHOTOGRAPHER: oy Hall As you can see from the center cross section, the Probe hes
L_more flare than the Viper. This is accomplished by lowering point A one
— L inch and making the boat one inch wider at this woint. The tuck-in
NEW BOATS above point A alows for a narrow gunwale width and a pocket for yom

| _hand. The extreme flare, (more than any other whitewater playboat:
PROBE 14 - RODEO - PROBE 1211 resultsin fantastic final or secondary stability, yet still maintains a sleek

(Seechart at right for pricesé: specs) |_bottom that makes upstream moves, ferriesand getting on surfing wavels
surprisingly essy. In summary, the Probe is a performance boat that is

FPROBE 11 1 & 12 11..Viper-like perf o extremd user-friendly.
CERLBE AL A & Le 1L VIDEHTIKE PEOTMANCE, yat extremery Ly All Mohawk whitewater playboats have symmetrical hulls

friendly, Dry, agilte and quick to accelerate. Spinson adime and dips
["into the smallest eddys. Yet they easily hold aferry angle and track -
'_ surprisingly well. Dueto theextremeflare of the sides, the Probes have

an amazing amount of final stability. A choice of three lengths to fit.
I your weight and/or paddling skill. The paddlers who own these boats

7] T~ because, if properly designed. ey wilt hora a ferry angle and
_track as well or better than an asymmetrical boat. Back surfing, back
: ferries, side surfing and spins will al be easier and smoother in the
| symmetrical boat because both endsreact in the same way.

i rave about their performance. This is a playboat you may never || [+ o | ] q.-_T'
| outgrow. rocker4-1/2 & 5. $577.50ea | |! \ — N
A new sharter plavbost Tor rodeos and steep credke. Never | || j I :
ave enders been so easy. Spim in thehole - Surf on thewave- Grab-—+——+—— il i
asmaller eddy. 106" WOW! | I"F | £E
VIPER 11 & 12..Dry, quick and agile. The choice of steep creekers,™™ | MOST WHI TEWATER MOHAWK MOHAWK
Eaaom racers and rodeo competitors. A winnerif you can hendletheedge. | | PLAYBOATS (XL’S) VIPERS PROBES
_rocker4-12" & 5' T E= ——
WINNER 1993 WORLD RODEO (1st 2nd & 3rd) i1 Thedifferenceisinthe FLARE
WINNER 1993/94 O0COEE RODEOS 1 1 fast high performance boats with outstandingfinal stabitity
WINNER 1994 OTTAWA RIVER RODEO

W FOR 25" Mohowk's new tandemfsolo playboal

has all of the hot performance features of the Probe 12 in alarger boat.
A great boat for those tandem paddlerslooking for extra performance. | robeo WS | SF | F | &L W | T
The Probe }4 can be factory outfltted |n a three postlon two postlon PROBE 11 s w | iy | eems | movaiex | ses | e
Who_p_ré‘_er_alongerboat Asa solo boat, it's soqwckandeaqy tospin | Frameesais | iar | a1l s | aiss T T T
_you think you're in a much shorter boat. length 742" beam @ Qunwale PROBE 14* 142 | 365 | 155 | 59LBS | ROYALEX | $850 | $595.00
-30-1/2" rocker 6" 1 6 27 55 g ALEX—P-$825
: 3 |PER 1! 126 7.5" X 49 LBS OYALE. $67750—
eginners and large paddlers, It is till a favorite of many paddiers. £ ' ] 2 : L.

" rocker 3" ALag
X | m | 3 | 165 | WL | WOWALEN | sow | seeas |
XLJﬁL._._For large paddlers or tandem paddling. It can be outfitted with 4 IZ | — -
~two position outfitting for tandem padling or three position for both N +Prices donot includefreight
_tandem and solo paddling. rocker 3' WHITEWATER OUTFITTING...Whitewater playboatsare

L XL15...A tandem whrtewater boat and favorite ot outfitters, schoolsuy | @vailablefully outfitted and reedy to paddle. Thisoutfittingincludes:
or anyone doing tripping or playing on whitewater rivers. Available | | Foam saddleor pedestal, kneepads, thigh strapsor retainer(s), yakima
bare, with web seats, with kneeling thwarts or foam saddle (2 or 3 | | foot braces, air bags & quick disconnect lacingkit.

position). rocker 3' $225 Solo $335 Tandem $395Triple

963 COUNTY ROAD 427 N 1995: Our 31st year

LONGWOOD FL 32750 under the same ownership and management

407-834-3233 PHONE S
407-834-0202 FAX 97,000 Canoes built since 1964
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