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Ms. Kimberly D. Bose 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

888 First Street North East 

Washington, DC 20426 

 

McCloud-Pit Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 2106-047 

Response to PG&E’s February 2009 Draft Application for New License 

 
Dear Secretary Bose: 

This document is in response to Pacific Gas & Electric Company’s (PG&E or Licensee) 

February 24, 2009, filing of the McCloud-Pit Project (FERC #2106) “Draft Application 

for New License” (DLA).  This response is in compliance with the Integrated Licensing 

Process regulations at 18 Code of Federal Regulations Part 5 §5.16 “Preliminary 

Licensing Proposal”. 

 

American Whitewater has been involved in the relicensing of the McCloud/Pit project 

since it began in 2006. We have a clear interest in this valued resource and have been a 

consistent participant in this relicensing.  We appreciate the opportunity to provide these 

comments. 

Volume 2 
 

Exhibit E, Environmental Exhibit 
3.7.1.1 Affected Environment  
Page 3-181 

In the second paragraph, the Licensee states that “The Licensee evaluated recreational 

use at the USFS’s Ash Camp and Ah-Di-Na campgrounds to determine if this use has a 

Project nexus.  Study results, which are discussed in more detail in the section below, 

indicated that Lower McCloud River users are primarily anglers.  These users are notably 

different from McCloud Reservoir users in that they are predominantly anglers who also 

fish other rivers and streams in the general region rather than flat water.  Consequently, 

this recreation use on the Lower McCloud River is not Project-related.” 

 

We are baffled by the assertion in the DLA that there is no project nexus to recreation 

below McCloud Dam. The rational states that because this area is predominately used by 

anglers that also fish other rivers, their use here is somehow not related to the project.  

The DLA seems to contradict itself later on in the same page where the licensee states, 

“Angling and boating occur along the Lower McCloud River and the quality of these 



 

activities depends on the quantity of flow within the river.  The Licensee investigated 

flow relationships for both angling and boating opportunities. Clearly the licensee 

conducted these studies, which were approved by FERC, because there was a nexus 

between these activities and the operation of the project. 

 

Page 3-182: 

In the first paragraph, the Licensee states “In general, the standard flow range for both 

kayaks and rafts on the upper segment is between 700 and about 1,000 cfs depending on 

the boat type (optimal 800 cfs for both boat types) and between about 600 and 1,500 cfs 

depending on the boat type on the lower segment (optimal between 800 and 900 cfs 

depending on the boat type).” It is important to recognize that accretion flows will vary 

greatly depending on season and water year type.  Because this flow study was conducted 

in a dry water year, accretion flows were minimal.  Our review of the hydrology suggests 

that in a typical spring, quality whitewater boating could begin with flows as low as 300 

cfs at the McCloud Dam.  Flows of 500 cfs at the Dam could provide standard boating 

with sufficient accretion flows. 

 

Page 3-186 

In the third paragraph, the Licensee states “survey responses indicate, that compared to 

other rivers, the Lower McCloud River is between ‘excellent’ and ‘among the very best’ 

(the two highest ratings on the 5-point scale used) with its length of run, up to 24 river 

miles, fine scenery, solitude, excellent water clarity, remote and undeveloped character, 

and high quality Class III and IV whitewater as outstanding features.”  Even this glowing 

review understates that the McCloud River provides a boating opportunity that is unique 

in California. The Class II /IV character of this run combined with the roadless 

wilderness nature make the McCloud River an ideal run for intermediate to advanced 

paddlers. Most runs in California that are of this length, 25 miles, are typically much 

higher gradient and too difficult for the average paddler.   



 

 
Figure1.  The Narrows on the Lower McCloud.   

 

 
Page 3-186 

In the third paragraph 

“Overall, review of hydrological data under past Project operations indicate that between 

1974 and 2006, flows suitable for boating opportunities (180 to 3,000 cfs as measured at 

Ah-Di-Na gage (MC-1)) were available in about 40 percent of the years (13 of 33) with 

an average of 32 days with flows in the whitewater (500 to 3,000 cfs as measured at Ah-

Di-Na gage) range (16 of those days in the standard whitewater range [700 to 1,500 cfs as 

measured at Ah-Di-Na gage]). 

 

We would like to refer FERC staff to TM-24, page 25, which correctly states that, 

 

“Averages over the period of record oversimplify the actual number of whitewater 

boating days because there are many years with no whitewater flows (and other years 

have more days than the average).” 



 

 
Figure 7 from the report illustrates this point by showing that in the eight years from 1984 

to 1992 there was no whitewater boating opportunity on the McCloud.  Having ample 

opportunity in the few wet years in no way makes up for this long period of lost 

opportunity.  Even in these wet years there is still no boating opportunity that occurs June 

through September, the preferred months for boating specified in the report. It is also 

important to note that much of the existing opportunity occurs in the winter when there is 

snow that blocks access to the put-in locations at Ah Di Nah and McCloud Dam.  

  

Foothill Yellow-Legged Frog (FYLF) 

Page 3-113 

 

In the second paragraph, the Licensee states that 

 

Spring/Summer Flow Fluctuations—Substantial fluctuations in spring and summer flows 

during oviposition and tadpole rearing seasons may cause FYLF mortality by altering the 

structure of physical breeding habitat (see Volume III, TM-29). Then in the third 

paragraph the Licensee states further “Flows in Lower McCloud River are typically 

variable in spring, and steady in summer (see Volume III, TM-46).  Particularly in spring 

of wetter years, the Lower McCloud River can have highly variable and high flows 

because McCloud Reservoir often spills through the end of May and sometimes into 

June. 
 

Unfortunately, the Licensee provides no analysis or discussion of potential impact from 

the highly variable flows described above.  To illustrate how large of an impact the 

project has on rates of flow change, particularly rapid reductions in flow, we point FERC 

staff to the group 5 parameters of the Indicators of Hydraulic Alteration (IHA) analysis 

completed by PG&E.  This section of the IHA reports the rates of change from high flow, 

small flood, and large flood events.  The results clearly show a large impact from the 



 

project.  While both rise and fall rates, (the average rates at which river flows drop from 

one day to the next) have increased with the project in place, the most dramatic impact 

has been on flow recession.  The analysis shows that fall rates have increased 278% in 

high flow events, 750% during small flood events and 1361% during large flood events.   

 

Parameter Pre  Post  Change 

High flow rise rate 348.3 853.3 144.99% 

High flow fall rate -157.4 -595.5 278.34% 

Small Flood peak 6085 5920 -2.71% 

Small Flood rise rate 706.4 1727 144.48% 

Small Flood fall rate -129.1 -1098 750.50% 

Large flood peak 17020 19880 16.80% 

Large flood rise rate 1483 5870 295.82% 

Large flood fall rate -147.3 -2153 1361.64% 

Figure 2.  IHA results Ah-Di-Nah. 
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Summary of FYLF Limiting Factors&
Page 3-116 

In the second paragraph, the Licensee states that “The two factors most likely (perhaps 

synergistically) limiting FYLF distribution and abundance in the Project Area are stream 

temperature (temperatures being too cold in most of the Lower McCloud River) and 

tributary proximity and density (tributaries are too far from otherwise suitable breeding 

habitat upstream of RM 6)”. 

 

We would like to suggest, project flow as another potential limiting factor.  The limiting 

factors listed by the Licensee completely ignore the fact that the project has increased 

recession rates from 280% to 1300% from high flow events. It is clear that flow rate 

changes of this magnitude can strand and desiccate egg masses.   

 

Increases in the Extent of Riparian Vegetation 
Page 3-151 

In the fourth paragraph, the Licensee states that “with increasing numbers of younger 

trees becoming established and surviving at lower relative elevations close to the channel, 

particularly at relative elevations below the current 1.4-year recurrence interval flood,” 

the Licensee concludes “These findings suggest that the Project-related decrease in 

magnitude of scouring annual peak flows has made possible the recruitment and survival 

of white alders at lower elevations; this would not have occurred under pre-Project flow 

conditions.”  We agree. 
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“Thus, under post-Project flows, species such as alder and dogwood can become 

established in the flatter area below this slope break; but under pre-Project flow 

conditions, these species are forced out of the relatively broad channel and onto the 

steeper slope, where there is less available habitat.” 
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Preliminary Proposed PM&E!
Page 3-231&

American Whitewater feels that the License Application is clearly deficient in meeting 

the needs of whitewater recreation because there is no recommendation to improve flows 

for whitewater recreation or to provide access to the limited whitewater opportunities that 

do occur when the project spills. Most rivers in California are dependent on snowmelt 

runoff for flows.  These flows typically taper off in the late spring and early summer.  

The McCloud, being a spring fed system, has high flows throughout the summer.  The 

unimpaired hydrology shows that the McCloud River would have had flows in the 

optimal boating range all summer even in the driest of years.  The diversion of high 

summer flows out of the McCloud River cause an ongoing cumulative impact to 

whitewater recreation. These substantial impacts from the project must be mitigated if a 

new license is issued for this project.  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 

 I hereby certify that I have this 26th day of May 2009, served the foregoing 

document upon each person designated on the official service list compiled by the 

Secretary in this proceeding. 

 

 

_____________________ 

Carla R. Miner 

Stewardship Assistant 

American Whitewater 



 

Service List for P-2106-000 Pacific Gas and Electric Company  

Contacts marked ** must be postal served 

 

Party 
Primary Person or Counsel  

of Record to be Served 
Other Contact to be Served 

Amador Water 

Agency 

Joshua Horowitz 

Attorney 

Bartkiewicz, Kronick & Shanahan 

1011 22nd Street 

Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 95816-4907 

UNITED STATES 

jmh@bkslawfirm.com 

 

American 

Rivers 
 

Steve Rothert 

Associate Director, Dams Prog 

American Rivers 

409 Spring St 

Nevada City, CALIFORNIA 959592422 

Nevada 

srothert@amrivers.org 

American 

Rivers 

Julie Gantenbein 

Staff Attorney 

Natural Heritage Institute 

1423 Marshall Street 

Houston, TEXAS 77006 

UNITED STATES 

gantenbein@n-h-i.org 

Gerrit J Jobsis, III 

American Rivers 

2231 Devine St Ste 100 

Columbia, SOUTH CAROLINA 292052419 

Richland 

gjobsis@americanrivers.org 

American 

Whitewater 
 

Kevin Richard Colburn 

National Stewardship Director 

American Whitewater 

1035 Van Buren St 

Missoula, MONTANA 59802 

kevin@amwhitewater.org 

Association of 

California 

Water 

Agencies 

 

Dan Smith 

Director of Regulatory Affairs 

Association of California Water Agencies 

910 K St., Suite 100 

Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 95814 

dans@acwanet.com 

Calif. 

Sportfishing 

Protection 

Alliance 

 

John Beuttler 

Calif. Sportfishing Protection Alliance 

1360 Neilson Street 

Berkeley, CALIFORNIA 94702 

JBeuttler@aol.comn 

Calif. 

Sportfishing 

Protection 

Alliance 

Stephan Volker 

Law Offices of Stephan C. Volk 

Law Offices of Stephan C. Volker 

436 14th Street 

Oakland, CALIFORNIA 94612 

UNITED STATES 

svolker@volkerlaw.com 

**JIM CRENSHAW 

Calif. Sportfishing Protection Alliance 

SUITE D 

1248 E Oak Ave 

Woodland, CALIFORNIA 957764104 

Yolo 

California Sidney Mannheim  



 

Electricity 

Oversight 

Board 

Senior Staff Counsel 

California Electricity Oversight Board 

770 L Street 

Suite 1250 

Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 95814 

UNITED STATES 

smannheim@eob.ca.gov 

California 

Generation 

Coalition and 

Individual 

Members 

Orlando Foote 

Attorney 

Horton, Knox, Carter & Foote 

895 Broadway 

El Centro, CALIFORNIA 92243 

UNITED STATES 

ofoote@hkcf-law.com 

 

California 

Hydropower 

Reform 

Coalition 

Richard Roos-Collins 

Director, Legal Services 

Natural Heritage Institute 

100 Pine St. 

Suite 1550 

San Francisco, CALIFORNIA 94111 

UNITED STATES 

rrcollins@n-h-i.org 

 

California 

Hydropower 

Reform 

Coalition 
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City of Pasadena Dept. of Water & Power 

150 S. Los Robles 

Suite 200 
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Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 958143115 
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1700 K St. N.W. 
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NOAA, 
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Counsel 
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Power Agency 

 

Karl W Meyer 
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karl@ncpa.com 
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Irrigation 
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Jeffrey Meith 
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State of 
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Michael W. Neville 
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michael.neville@doj.ca.gov 
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Department of 
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bjeider@earthlink.net 

Redding 
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Redding Electric Utility 

PO Box 496071 

Redding, 96049-6071 

Shasta 
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**Kurt W Bilas 
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Reliant Energy Power Generation, LLC 
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Reliant Energy 

Power 

Generation, 

LLC 

**Kurt Bilas 
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UNITED STATES 

**Michael L Jines 
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Reliant Energy Power Generation, LLC 
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**ROBERT ISAAC 

GEN. MANAGER 

Solano Irrigation District 
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Department of 
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U.S. Department of Interior 

Pacific Southwest Region 

2800 Cottage Way Ste E1712 

Sacramento, CALIFORNIA  

Sacramento 
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U.S. 

Department of 
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UNITED STATES 
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Sacramento 

U.S. 

Department of 
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U.S. Department of Interior 
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