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Memorandim L

To: Regicnal Directsr, Pacific Northwest Resgion

From- Superintendent, North Cascades Naticonal Park
S=rvice Jomplex

Subject: Wild and Scenic River Candidates

FrHe following gtr2ams meet the crite consideration, for

Wild and Séenic River designation:

- Chilliwack River

- Skasgit River

- Thunder Cresk/Fisher Creek

- Ruby {reek/Cranite Creek/Canvon Creek

- EStehekin River/Agnes Creek/Bridze Cresk
- North Fork Nooksack River

L Bagker River

Chilligiadck River - The Chilliwack River, in the northwest
corner oi North Cascades National Park (NOCA) flows north
into British Columbia. Within NOCA the river is also within
designated Wilderness. t flows throuzgh a Wwild part of the

park and is bordered byfsﬁéétacul' ds of ‘old red cedar .

Skagit River - The bkuglt River in the Ross Lake National
Recreation Area (ROLA) is downstream from the Seattle City-
;nght hydroelectrlc prOJectsg River levels are'regulated by
“the dams. An additional project (Copper Creek) has been
proposed in this currently unimpeded section. Most of this
section of the river is parallel to Highway 20 and is used
for recreaticnal rafting. The river is alsc an important
feseding ar=a for wintering bald eagles utilizing =salmon
carcasses. OQutside ROLA the river has been designated Wild
and Scenic and is managed by the U.3. Forest Service. The
river is an cutstanding scenic resource easily viewed by
visitors traveling through the area on the highway.

Thunder Creek/Fisher Creek - These streams originate in NOCA
and flow north intc ROLA, to Diablo Lake. 'The City of -
Seattle has proposed a dam on Thunder Creek within ROLA. T
valleys associated with the streams are outstanding natural
areas ranging from broad U-shaped valleys with extensive
Marsny arsas to narrow V-=z=haped canyons.
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- wild and Scenic River Evaluation

LT - -— R . = - T = = = fulg PR e 5
Horih Cascades National Park Ser V1icE LOomiplex

SKAGIT RIVER

ceneral  Settd criginates in Britvish
Columbia and f1« ) the Pugzet Scurwd. The
SecTion i river being 3 her=s iz down=tream {rom
The Zeattle Citv Light hvdroelectric projects {(Ross=. Diable
and Gorze damsi and river lsvels are regulatsed iy the dams .
Mzztr of this s=ction of the river is parallsl to Highwawr ZU
and rec=ives low toc moderate uss for recreational raltinsg
r is al 21 ImDCritant resding  area for winterings
lz= utilizing =almcn carcasszesz Cutside tThe Rcsé
onal Escreation Ar & river haf been designat=dg
“Wild and Scen % ACT and 15 manased by the
ezt Dervics 3 Tiver is  an important Z
. =&sily viewad bv visitcrs traveling throu =
the hisgnwav.
Eiiginility Derterminaticon
Scenic: Visitaors are affordad views of heavily forested
zlopes and snow fields Much of the river is pafallelec [y
States Routs zZ0 and high voltage electric transmission lines
Avarage

highwayw .

Recreationa =
rips. Above

.
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The river iz alsc u

averase.
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Geclogic: Th iz a low to moderate gradient stretch of th
river with some rapids. There has been limited +talc minins
in several reas adjacent to the river, Alsoc., gravel
removal adjacant to the river has resultad in several ponds

thar are important wildlifs areas. Above Averags.
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Fish & Wildlife: The Skagit River supp a

population incliuding resident and anadromous sp=cies. There
are &S species of salmon and at lsast 7 other species
present DEprevy n=st alonz the iver and Bald Eagles ars
present during the wintsr monih Varicus mammals ars
pres=nt I L d -
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REPORT OF ELIGIBILITY/INELIGIBILITY FINDINGS
State: Washington
Park: North Cascades National Park Complex
River: Skagit River
A. Length of River Within Park: 12 miles
B. Eligible Mileage Within Park: 12 miles

C. Status of Adjacent Segments: Downstream segment is a
designated Wild and Scenic Riwver.

D. Classification: Scenic and Recreational
E. Outstandingly Remarkable Values: See attached
F. Project Proposals: None known

G. Inholdings Along River: Seattle City Light Owns Approx. 15% of
Frontage

H. Percentage of Watershed Within Park: 15%

I. Videotape Coverage: No

J. Other Relevant Information:

18




Wild and Scenic River Evaluation
Moerth Cascades MNational

THUNDER CREEFEK/FISHER CREEK

Thess streams  originate Ifrom glacisrs in North Cascades
National Park and flow north to Diaclo Lake in the Koss Lake
Maticnal Escreation Area

[

The vallevs assccliated with the streams
are outs natural arsas ranging from broad  U-shaped
valleys with extsnsive marshy  arsas 1o narrow V-shaped
CEANYORS . EBath wvallsvs have maintained Trails with
signiricant wvisitor uss There was considerable mineral
gxploratisn  and scme development in  the Thunder Cre=lkk
drainag= around ths turn of the cs=ntury. The remains of
this activity is important to the history of the area

Eligsikility Determination
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trail and seve
Thunder and

i
sher cresks.

Gegliggic: These are deep vallevs surrounded bv high ridzes
and peaks Therz are seversl q;tlve gilaciers at the
headwaters. 'Outstandingly Remarkable!

Fish & Wildlife: There 1is an active Osprevy nest along
Thunder «o<reek. Portions of the drainage may provide good

grizzly bear habitat (the last confirmed griz=ly bear in
this area was kKilled in Fisher Basin in 1964) as well as
habitat for the grav wolf.

Historical: There are several historic mines, cabins, and
trails in the upper Thunder drainagse. Above Average.

Cultural: The area was used by Native Americans. Average.
Commant The <City of Seattle has proposed a dam on
Thunder Creek within the Ross Lakes National Recreation
Area.




REPCRT OF ELIGIBILITY/INELIGIBILITY FINDINGS

State: Washington

Park: North Cascades National Park Complex

River: Thunder and Fisher Creeks

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

FI

G.

H.

I.

J.

Length of River Within Park: 25 miles

Eligible Mileage Within Park: 25 miles

Status of Adjacent Segments: Entirely within Park.
Classification: wWild

Outstandingly Remarkable Values: See attached
Project Proposals: None known

Inholdings Along River: None

Percentage of Watershed Within Park: 100%
Videotape Coverage: No

Other Relevant Information:

18




Wild and Scenic River Evaluation
scades National Park Service Jomp
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RUBY CREEK/GRANTTE CREEK/CANYON CREEK

imariiv on UJ.35. Fore
Z miles of Ruhy O
Area bonre it e

of Thess sireams parallel highway
views of high mountain streams

hg ukdﬂngn Natlunml Forest is currently considering the
SLr=amns for Wild and Scenic status Howsver, it i=s oul
underscanding that the Federal Ensrgy Fegulatory Commission
license for prolect 553 (Seattls City Lisht Zkaeit River
projects including Ross Lake) pracludes designation ”“of this
secticnr ©of Ruby <Jresk as Wild and Scenic. Although FubDy
Creek appsEars to meet the criteria for consideration as Wild
and 3Sgenic, there is rno indication on  the part of the
license= that the project boundarv will be revised.
Eiigibility Determination
Scenic: Thizs is a rapid flowins mountain stream paralisl to
highway =C. Abgove Aversse
Recreaticonal: The steam is crossed and paralleled by the
Eastbank Trail in the Ross Lake National Eecreaticn Ares .
Averags
Geclogic: There ar= numerous exampiss of nining
"prospects’. Averagg
Fish & Wildlife: The lower reach provides valuabls spawning
habitat and is closed to fishing to alliow natural
reproduction ©f Ress Lake trout. The area 1is petentiail
habitat for the gray welf and the grizzly bear. Above
Average
Historical: Therse are numercus SxXamnples of wminins

"prospects' . Average

Cultural: The area was used by Native Americans . Averazs.




REPORT OF ELIGIBILITY/INELIGIBILITY FINDINGS
state: Washington
Park: North Cascades National Park Complex
River: Ruby , Granite, and Canyon Creeks
A. Length of River Within Park: 2 miles
B. Eligible Mileage Within Park: 2 miles

C. Status of Adjacent Segments: Upstream segements found eligibile
by USFS.

D. Classification: Wild and Scenic

E. Outstandingly Remarkable Values: See attached
F. Project Proposals: None known

G. Inholdings Along River: None

E. Percentage of Watershed within Park: 10%

I. Videotape Coverage: No

J. Other Relevant Information:
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Wild and Scenic River Evaluation
North Cascades National Fark Service compiex

STEHEKIN RIVER/AGNES CREEK/BRIDGE CREEK

Identification
The Stehekin River originates in Nerth Cascades Nationmal
Park near Cascade Pass at about 5400 feet, The river flows
through the park for approximately 13 miles, then for
approxlimately 12 miles <hrough the Lake <Chelan National
Recrea a before nz Lakes Thealan at 1190 fe=etx
Azsoci t 5t River are Agnes and Bridse
cresks Eneg = rom the west out of the dlacisr
Feak Wilderness and Bridgs Craek originates on the e=ast in
ths Vkanogan National Forest.
Evaluatiocn
ueneral Setting: Thiz iz a spectacular syvsten. originating
in glaciers and snowfizlds. The streams pass through varied
topograpny  ranging from  broad gentle vallevs to narrouw
inmpenetrable gorges. Thz porticn of the river withino the
Lake <h=lan National Recrzation Area runs parallel to the
road 1in many arsas. it also crosses or is bordered by
private land in manv locations. Thers is some recreational
rarting use of this porticn of the river Tctal length of
the system 1s approximateiv 44 miles
Eligikility Determination

Scenic: Thae river flows through .. Bpeciacular areas ranging
from subalpine tco dense forest. Jutstandingly Remarkable s

Becreational: Activities ineclude fishing, hiking, rafting.
_51antSEP1ng including wildlife observation. | Outstandinglv
Remarkable?

ueolosic: The river originates in glaciers and perpetual

gnow fields and flows through a varisty of topegraphy from
Stzep. near vertical slop~b1 roccky gorges, to broad valleys.
fuutstandlnglv Remarkablé .

Fish & Wildliife: Important spawning habitat plus habitat
for various wildlife speciess. There are significant arsas
of potential habitat for the grizzly bear and the gray wolf.
fuutStandlnElv Remarkablie.

Historical: Mine to market road, cold wagon road, mining

Frospects, homesteads. Out tanﬂ1n2¢v Remarkable . g

cultural: There are sxamplass  of medern and historic land
uses in addition to significant visitor uses. The area was
used by Native Americans. [Qutstandinzlyv Remarkabsle . /




REPCORT OF ELIGIBILITY/INELIGIBILITY FINDINGS
State: Washington
Park: North Cascades National Park Complex
River: Stehekin River (with Agnes and Bridge Creeks)
A. Length of River Within Park: 44 miles
B. Eligible Mileage Within Park: 44 miles
C. Status of Adjacent Segments: No federal studies.
D. Classification: Scenic and Recreational
E. Ooutstandingly Remarkable Values: See attached

F. Project Proposals: None known

oldings 'Along River: Maj + total 10 - 15% :f-rontage:.{:f

E. Percentage of Watershed Within Park: 85%

I. Videotape Coverage: No

J. Other Relevant Information:
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Wild and Scenic River Evaluation
NMorth Jaszcadss National Park Servics Lomplay
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potential habitat for numerous species includins the srizzi-
bzar and the grav woif Outstanding Remarkablse

mingr minsral =xploraticon may have taken
glace here. Averags .

al: The ar=z=a recsived use by Native Americans. Abowve




REPORT OF ELIGIBILITY/INELIGIBILITY FINDINGS
State: Washington
Park: North Cascades National Park Complex
River: North Fork of the Nooksack River
A. Length of River Within Park: 2 miles
B. Eligible Mileage Within Park: 2 miles

C. Status of Adjacent Segments: Downstream segment found eligible
and recommended for designation by USFS.

D. Classification: Wild

E. Outstandingly Remarkable Values: See attached
F. Project Proposals: None known

G. Inholdings Along River: Ncne

H. Percentage of Watershed Within Park: 5%

I. Videotape Coverage: Yes

J. Other Relevant Information:
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Wild and Scenic River Evaluation
North Cascades Naticnal Park Service Complex

BAKER RIVER

scades National Park
tream are within the
river =mptises into

m

8]

Q)

all

ot

puy

b
rwm

o W

General Setting: This is & parcicularly wild resicn of the
park with no maintained +traiis. The river 1is boeing
considersed for Wild and scenic status on the adijacent Mount

rorest.

des views of Mount Zhuksan., forsgted
and an unimpaired mountain stream

an Ontra i v
nirarmplad aresa Above Average
Geologic: The river is fad from glaciers and perpetual shnow
ields Gn Mount ShL%gan and The FPickett Ranze.
1tatandinsly Remarkable. -
Fish & ildlife This wild, undevelopsd area provides
potential habitat for numsercus speciss in :lLGlnE the zriz=ly
bear and the gray wolf. /Gutstanding Remarkable,
Historicail: There was minor activity in the river valley by

early explorers and prospectors. AvVerage.

Cultural: The aresa was used by Native Americans. Average




REPORT OF ELIGIBILITY/INELIGIBILITY FINDINGS
State: Washington
Park: North Cascades National Park Complex
River: Baker River
A. Length of River Within Park: 10 miles
B. Eligible Mileage Within Park: 10 miles

C. Status of Adjacent Segments: Downstream segment found eligible
and recommended for designation by USFS.

D. Classification: wWild

E. Outstandingly Remarkable Values: See attached
F. Project Proposals: None known

G. Inholdings Along River: None

H. Percentage of Watershed within Park: 90%

I. Videotape Coverage: No

J. Other Relevant Information:
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Wild and Scenic River Evaluation

Morth Cascades National Park Service Complex
CHILLIWACK RIVER
Identificsticn
The C¢hilliwack Eiver, in the northwest corner of MNorth
Cascades  Natlonal Park flows north inteo EBritish Columbia
Within th= park the river i5 alzo wWithin deziznatc=d
Wilderness
Evaluation
General Setting: The Chilliwack River flows throush a wild
part of the park and is bordered oy stands of Vvirgin western
red cedar and spectacular ridgss, peaks. perpstual =s=now
rislds and glaciers. A maintained trail parallsls much of
The river and provides a connection to other trails in the
park as well as the entry point to varicus climbing routes
Eligibilitv Determination
= : A maintained backeountry trail fosllows much of the
river The trail offers spectacular views of adiacent hizgh
country including mountain peaks, glaciers, forested slopes
and the natural river gourse and old growth forests.
cutstandinzgziy Remarkable. /
Recreational: A maintained trail folleows much of +he river.
There is significant visitor use here and in the surrounding
area. ! Qutsta ndlngiv Eemarkable,. -
Geologic: This iz an active stream that varies from very

des to ntL~ meanders in
Remarkdble. ;

Figh & Wildiife: The river supports a variety of native
fish species including Dolly Varden, and rainbow Trout, and
anadromous scockeye salmon. The valley provides diverse
wildlife habitat inc ludlnhfm ttensive old Eruwtn bouglas-fixr 7
and western hemlock;’ potentially extensive Spotted Owl
habitat. Other 1mportant bird species include Osprey.
Pileated Woodpecker. Three-toed Woodpecker, and probably
Great Gray Owl. Important mammals are wmink, marten, river
otter, heaver, cougar, mule deer, and possibly gray welf and

grizzly bear.

soutstandinsly Remarkabkle .

Higstorical: There Waz early
progpectors and surveyors of  th
Above Average.

Cultursel Uzed by Native american

use of the alley by
2 Iinternaticnal boundary.
= Above Averags




REPORT OF ELIGIBILITY/INELIGIBILITY FINDINGS

State: Washington

Park: North Cascades National Park Complex

River: chilliwack River

A.

Length of River Within Park: 15 miles
Eligible Mileage Within Park: 15 miles /
Status of Adjacent Segments: Flows into Canada
Classification: Wild

Outstandingly Remarkable Values: See attached
Project Proposals: None known

Inhoeldings Along River: None

Percentage of Watershed Within Park: 10%

Videotape Coverage: No

Other Relevant Information:
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Wild and Scenic River Evaluation
MNorth Cascades National Park Service Complsex

BIG BEAVER CREEK

Identification

Evaiuatich

Censral S=tting: BEig Beaver Crask originatss on the Eas+t
side of the Pickett Range in North (Cascades Naticnal Park
and flows =ast intc Ross Lake in  ths Ross Lake Natiocnal
Recreaticon Area. Within the park the creek is= also within
designatsd Wilderness. Thes lower portion of the cresk flows
through a broad valley with spectacular stands of virgin
western red cedar.

Eligibilitv Determinaticn

Scenic: A maintained backcountry trail follows much of the
lower portion of the creek. The trail coffers spectacular

views of adjacent high country including mountain peaks
forested slopes, and the natural stream course with numercus

N P Ao . .
beaver ponds, and old growth foraests. foutstandingly -

{ Remarkable.

s much of the low=r
ant visitor use here
glv Eemarkabls.

Recreaticnal: A maintained trail fol
portion of the creek.
and in the surrounding

G&ecologic: This 1is an active stream that varies from very
steep gradient with fallis and cascades to gentle ,meanders in
the valley bottom. Qutstandingiy Remarkable. ’

Fish & Wildlife: The valley provides diverse wildiifs=
habiltat including extensive old growth Douglas-fir, western
hemlock, and western red cedar; paotentially extensive
_pottpd Owl habiltat. JThis valley has excellent potentiszl
for ! =grine Falcon . Habitat due to the large c¢liffs and

foutstandinig prey avallablllty Important mammals are mink,
“marten, river otter, beaver, cougar, mule deer, black bear,

and possibly gray wolf and grizzly bear. Outstandinstw

. Remarkable. /

Historigal: There was early use of the valley bv
prospectors, explorers, and trappers. Above Average.
Cultural: The areaz received significant use by DHMNative
Americans. Above Averags




REPORT OF ELIGIBILITY/INELIGIBILITY FINDINGS

State: Washington

Park: North Cascades National Park Complex

River: Big Beaver Creek

A,

B.

Cl

D.

Status of Adjacent Segments: Entirely within Park
Classification: Wild

outstandingly Remarkable Values: See attached
Project Prcposalls: None known

Inheldings Along River: None

Percentage of Watershed Within Park: 100%
Videotape Coverage: No

Other Relevant Information:
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