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This Final Wild and Scenic River Study and Final Environmental Impact

Statement (EIS) documents the results of analyzing three alternatives for

future management of the Nolichucky Gorge segment of the Nolichucky River.

The study area is located in Unicoi County, Tennessee, and Mitchell and Yancey

Counties, North Carolina. The alternatives considered are: No designation

with continuation of present management in the river corridor, no action

(Alternative A); designation of a 7.2-mile segment of the river with a scenic

classification (Alternative B); and designation of an 8.0-mlle segment of the

river with a scenic and recreational classification (Alternative C). The

preferred alternative is Alternative B. The total area recommended for



designation encompasses 5,525 acres; of these, 5,210 acres are in the National

Forest System and 315 are privately owned. This recommendation is consistent

with the Land and Resource Management Plans for the Pisgah and Cherokee

National Forests.

Comments received from the public review of the Draft Study and Environmental

Impact Statement are analyzed and presented in Appendix A.
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SUMMARY

This final study report and environmental impact statement (EIS) addresses the

eligibility and suitability of the Nolichucky River Gorge between Poplar,

North Carolina, and Unaka Springs, Tennessee, for inclusion in the National

Wild and Scenic Rivers System. The gorge is located within the Pisgah

National Forest in Mitchell and Yancey Counties, North Carolina, and within

the Cherokee National Forest in Unicoi County, Tennessee.

The National Park Service (NPS) completed a study report in l980 for 110 miles

of the Nolichucky River as authorized by the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, P.L.

90-542 (amended by P.L. 93-621, January 3, I975). The study report

recommended against including the entire 110 miles of the main stem of the

river in the Wild and Scenic Rivers System. This determination was based on

the lack of the required outstandingly remarkable values, water quality

problems, and development facilities within the river corridor.

An 8-mile segment of the river through the Nolichucky Gorge was found to

possess outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, and geologic values,

but was not determined suitable for designation because of occasional water

quality problems and infringement on the river channel by the rail line of CSX

Transportation. After the original NPS study report was completed, the

criteria for evaluating eligibility for designation as a Wild and Scenic River

were modified, and the water quality problems upstream were improved.

This study report reevaluates the Nolichucky Gorge for its potential inclu

sion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers System. The EIS is prepared pursuant to

the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Council on Environmental

Quality regulations for implementing NEPA, and the Forest Service's procedures

for implementing NEPA.

The 8-mile segment of river passes through a steep, spectacular scenic gorge

where forest-covered slopes rise to more than 2,000 feet adjacent to the

river. The gorge is a popular attraction for whitewater river users,

including commercial outfitters. Fishing in the gorge is limited because of

the lack of access. The river is free-flowing with no manmade dams, river

channel diversions, or other flow regulation structures within the study

area. CSX Transportation has an active rail line through the gorge, operating

about four to eight trains per day. In the area considered for designation

under Alternative B (preferred), approximately 94 percent of the land along

the river corridor is in National Forest ownership. The remaining land

consists of small privately owned farms.

The major issues identified by the public and the Forest Service throughout

the study process can be briefly summarized as follows:

-- The need for the future protection of the outstanding recreation,

scenic, and geologic values in the river corridor.

-- Protection for threatened and endangered plants and endangered

wildlife species.
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-- Additional Federal restrictions on landowners and users if the river

is designated as a Wild and Scenic River, including use of the

railroad grade.

-- Maintenance or improvement of water quality in the Nolichucky River.

Other issues raised during the study process are addressed in this study

report. These issues are identified in Appendix A.

Three alternatives are considered in this study. Alternative A (no action)

addresses a finding of nonsuitability. Alternative B (preferred) considers a

7.2-mile segment of the Nolichucky Gorge for designation as a component of the

National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Alternative C addresses designation

of the entire 8-mile segment of the Nolichucky Gorge as a component of the

National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Table l summarizes the environmental

consequences of the alternatives.

This study finds that the Nolichucky Gorge meets the eligibility criteria for

a Wild and Scenic River based on its outstandingly remarkable geologic,

scenic, and recreational values. This segment of the river can be classi

fied as scenic because it has limited accessibility and shows very little

evidence of human activity (other than the railroad).

This study also finds that a 7.2-mile segment of the Nolichucky Gorge is

suitable for designation as a Wild and Scenic River. Designation will give

recognition and protection to the outstanding values of the gorge. Public

support for the designation is generally favorable. The additional cost to

the Forest Service of managing the area as a Wild and Scenic River should be

minimal. The impact on other Forest Service resources or programs would be

negligible. Acquisition of private lands in the river corridor by the Federal

Government would not be necessary.

The recommendations in this report are consistent with the Land and Resource

Management Plans for the Pisgah and Cherokee National Forests.
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Table1

SummaryofEnvironmentalConsequences

M”

Factors

Considered

AlternativeA

(NoAction)

Nonsuitability

AlternativeB

(Preferred) National

Designation

AlternativeC

NationalDesignation IncludingAdditional

RiverChannel

My

Recreational Development

andUse Economic

Mining

Effectson

PrivateLand

Nosignificantchangefrompresent

trends.

Someeconomicstimulusbecauseof

recreationaluse.

Newminingclaimsandmineralleases

couldbeallowedandexisting

operationsallowedtocontinue.

Noeffectonprivateland.Railroad

activitiesmaycontinuetodegrade

scenicvalues.

Usewillincreaseappreciablydueto

publicityofWildandScenicRiver

status;increasedusewillresultin

moreintensivemanagementdemands;

existingboataccesssitesatPoplar

(NC)andChestoa(TN)areadequate.

Increaseinrecreationaluseand

tourismwouldaccelerateeconomic

growthadjacenttoriver.

Newminingclaimsandmineralleases

couldbeallowedandexistingoper

ationsallowedtocontinue.

mineralactivitywouldbesubjectto

regulationsthatwouldminimize

surfacedisturbances,sedimentation,

pollution,andvisualimpairment.

Surfacecoalminingoperationswould

beprohibited,subjecttovalid

existingrights.

TheForestServicewouldbeencour

agedtodevelopamanagementrela

tionshipwithCXSTransportationto addressissuessuchasfirecontrol,

debrisfrommanagementactivities,

andrevegetationinselectedareas.

However,

SameasB. SameasB. SameasB.

SameasB,exceptmanagementrela tionshipswithCSXTransportation
mayincludeadditionalarea.No

impactsonprivateresidentialareas

areexpected.



Table1(continued)

AlternativeBAlternativeC

 

AlternativeA(Preferred)NationalDesignation Factors(NoAction)NationalIncludingAdditional

ConsideredNonsuitabilityDesignationRiverChannel

AccessRailroadusewouldcontinue.TrailSameasA.SameasB,excepttheForestService

wouldbeencouragedtohavedebris

Developmentactivitieswhichcould

affectwildlifeandplantspecies

wouldnotbeallowed.

SameasB,butextendedtothe

entireB-milerivercorridor.

WaterWaterresourceprojectsaffectingDevelopmentofwaterresourcepro-SameasB,withadditionalsegment
Resourcevaluesofthegorgecouldbebuilt,jectsthataffecttheoutstandinglyoftheriverchannelprotectedfrom

Projectalthoughtheyareunlikely.remarkablevaluesofthegorgewoulddownstreamprojects.

inTennesseeonnorthsideofriver

wouldremainopen.Secondaryroad

accesstoLostCovewouldremain

open.

removedfromroadsparallelingthe

additionalsegment.

ThreatenedandWaterprojectsorotherresource Endangeredactivitiesanddevelopmentcould

Specieshaveasignificantimpacton

wildlifeandplantspecies.

beprohibited.

WaterQualityNoeffect.Statein-streamcriteriaAlthoughStatein-streamcriteria

wouldapply.wouldstillapply,NorthCarolinahas
indicatedthatriversgivennational

designationwillbegivenhigher

priorityforwaterquality

improvementefforts.

SameasB.
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Chapterl

PURPOSE OF AND NEED FOR ACTION

The purpose of this Study Report and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is

to document the results of the analysis conducted to determine eligibility,

classification, and suitability of the Nolichucky River between Poplar, North

Carolina, and Unaka Springs, Tennessee, as a potential component of the

National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. (See Figure I-1.)

To be eligible for designation as a component of the National Wild and Scenic

Rivers System, a river must be free-flowing and possess one or more

outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife,

historic, cultural, or other values, including ecological values.

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act provides for three classifications of rivers

and river segments: wild, scenic, and recreational. Classification is based

on the condition of the river and adjacent lands at the time of the study.

The determination of suitability provides the basis for the decision to

recommend designation or nondesignation of the river. Factors that are

considered in the determination of suitability include the amount of private

land involved and uses of the land, cost of acquiring the land or an interest

in the land if necessary, public and State and local government interest, and

the values foregone if the river is designated.

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, as amended (P.L. 93-621), specified that the

entire main stem of the Nolichucky River in North Carolina and Tennessee be

studied and that a report be prepared and submitted to Congress on the river's

characteristics. A recommendation regarding the suitability of the river for

designation as a part of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System was to be

included in the report. The National Park Service (NPS) completed a Wild and

Scenic River Study Report and EIS in 1980 for 110 miles of the Nolichucky

River. That report recommended nondesignation for the entire length of the

river. Except for the 8-mile segment of the Nolichucky Gorge, the study river

was found to be ineligible because it lacked outstandingly remarkable values.

The report, however, acknowledged that the Nolichucky Gorge did have

outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, and geologic values; yet, it

was not considered eligible because of the impact of the railroad through the

area and poor water quality conditions at the time of the study.

The 1980 National Park Service study evaluated the river according to criteria

in the Guidelines for Evaluating Wild, Scenic, and Recreational River Areas

Proposed for Inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System Under

Section 2, Public Law 90-542, which were jointly adopted by the Department of

Interior zDOIS and the Department of Agriculture (USDA) in 1970. After the

NPS study was completed, D0I and USDA jointly issued Final Revised Guidelines

for Eligibilit , Classification, and Hana ement of River Areas. (See 47

Federal Register 35357, September 7, l982.§



 

Figure I-l--Location Map for the Nolichucky River

These revisions modified the eligibility guidelines in two ways that are

important to this study. First, the guidelines now state that rivers will not

be excluded from scenic and recreational classification because of poor water

quality at the time of the study, provided a water quality improvement plan

exists or is being developed. Second, the revised guidelines allow short

stretches of conspicuous roads or railroads or longer stretches of

inconspicuous roads or railroads for a scenic classification.

This study report is a followup to the NPS study report. The Nolichucky

Gorge, which lies within the length of river studied by the NPS, has been

reevaluated in a manner that is consistent with the revised guidelines. This

document is also an EIS prepared in accordance with the National Environmental

Policy Act (NEPA), the Council on Environmental Quality regulations for

implementing NEPA, and the Forest Service's guidelines for implementing NEPA.



CONSULTATION WITH OTHERS

Much of the basis for this report was provided by the 1980 study by the

National Park Service for the llO-mile section of the Nolichucky River.

Public meetings were held in Greeneville, Tennessee, and at Burnsville, North

Carolina, during the early stages of the NPS study. In general, public

comments were in favor of protecting the Nolichucky River Gorge. Since 1980

and because of recent growth in recreation on the river, support for continued

protection of the river has grown.

The Final Forest Land and Resource Management Plan for the Cherokee National

Forest was distributed to the public on April 1, 1986. This plan recommended

that the 7.2-mile section of the gorge of the Nolichucky River be studied as a

Wild and Scenic River. Public response was favorable to this recommendation.

The Final Forest Land and Resource Management Plan for the Pisgah-Nantahala

Forest was released to the public on April 16, 1987. The plan contains a

similar recommendation regarding the Nolichucky River. The analysis is

consistent with the direction outlined in the Forest Land and Resource

Management Plans.

Issues identified by the public and the Forest Service throughout the study

process and particularly during review of the draft study report were used in

revising the content of this final report. The responses are printed and

discussed in Appendix A. The issues are briefly summarized as follows:

-- The need for future protection of the outstanding recreation, scenic,

and geologic values in the river corridor.

-- Protection for threatened and endangered plants and endangered wildlife

species.

-- Additional Federal restrictions on landowners and users if the river is

designated as a Wild and Scenic River, including use of the railroad

grade.

-- Maintenance or improvement of water quality in the Nolichucky River.

Other issues raised during the study process are addressed in this study

report. These issues are identified in Appendix A.



 

 



Chapter II

DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA (AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT)

LOCATION

The Nolichucky River begins at the confluence of the Cane and North Toe Rivers

on the western North Carolina border and flows 110.6 miles to its confluence

with the French Broad River at the Douglas Reservoir in Tennessee. Except for

the 8-mlle segment of the Nolichucky Gorge, the river follows a gradual

gradient course between mountain ranges. Small farms and villages are located

along these areas of the river corridor.

The segment of the Nolichucky River that is the subject of this study begins

in Poplar, North Carolina, and flows west through the Nolichucky Gorge to

Unaka Springs, Tennessee. (See Figure II-l.) In North Carolina, the river

segment forms the boundary between Mitchell and Yancey Counties and lies

within the Pisgah National Forest. In Tennessee, the river segment runs

through the Cherokee National Forest in Unicoi County.

WATERSHED AREA

The Nolichucky River watershed drains approximately 1,756 square miles--626

square miles in western North Carolina and 1,130 square miles in eastern

Tennessee.

PHYSIOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

At the North Carolina-Tennessee State line, the Nolichucky River flows past

the Unaka Mountains to the north and the Bald Mountains to the south. These

mountains project 1,000 to 2,500 feet above the river and are underlain

primarily by quartzite and other elastic rocks of Cambrian and pre-Cambrian

age.

Two features of special geologic importance give regional significance to the

bedrock outcroppings in and around the Nolichucky River Gorge. The first is

the extensive sequence of exposures along the left bank southeast from Unaka

Springs. These outcrops are designated as the type section1 of the Unicoi

and Erwin formations. The second regionally important feature is the geologic

structure revealed by the strata in and around the gorge area. Faulting,

folding, and subsequent erosion have formed the complex Mountain City window,

a major tectonic feature of the southern Appalachians. The exposure of this

geologic feature provides important insight into the history of deformation

and the geomechanics of the Appalachians.

1A type section is a reference standard used to formally establish and

define a rock-stratigraphic unit and is of continuing importance because it

provides a clearly defined base for future reference and restudy.
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In addition to these two regionally important features, the effects of many

natural geologic processes may be readily observed in and along the course of

the Nolichucky River. Some of the more prominent features along the river

include the following:

1. A deep, rocky gorge in resistant Cambrian and Precambrian siliceous

sediments and granitic rocks that has been cut by the river action.

2. Abundant rock cliffs, walls, and ledges.

3. Extensive talus slopes of boulders below outcropping ledges of

massive quartzite beds.

4. Evidence of landslides involving slow to very rapid downslope

movement of colluvial masses.

5. Small falls and numerous rapids, generally most common and pronounced

where the strong, resistant beds of quartzite cross the river.

SOILS

The Stony Steep Land Association occurs on both sides of the Nolichucky River,

from Poplar downstream to the end of the gorge at Unaka Springs. The Stony

Steep phases have rock, varying in size from small stones to large boulders,

occurring on the surface throughout the soil profile and in outcrops of rock

in some places. The steep slopes are very susceptible to erosion and the land

is generally unsuited for agriculture or other uses except forestland and

watershed cover.

MINERALS

There are presently no mining or quarrying activities taking place along the

Nolichucky River between Poplar and Unaka Springs. Remnant shallow

depressions indicating abandoned sand and gravel pits are found upstream from

the gorge area, and other sand and gravel deposits undoubtedly exist.

However, the absence of nearby markets makes their exploration uneconomical.

A small manganese prospect is located within a mile of boundary, but may be

too small and too distant to be negatively affected.

With the possible exception of barite, it is unlikely that commercially

significant mineral deposits occur along the gorge segment of the river.

STREAMFLOW

The river is free-flowing with no manmade dams, river channel diversions, or

other flow regulation structures located either in or upstream from the study

area. Because the river is free-flowing, there are large seasonal variations

in flow. Data collected by the U.S. Geological Survey at a gauging station in

Poplar, North Carolina, from 1926 until 1955 were used to determine the mean

monthly flow rates presented in Table II-l. More recent flow data from the

station is not available.



Month

October

November

December

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

Flow Rates of the Nolichucky River

Recorded at U.S. Geological Survey Gauging Station

at Poplar, North Carolina8

Table I1-1

(cubic feet per second)

Lowest

Monthly

Mean

206

265

293

305

470

686

643

437

335

303

149

140

8Based on data collected from 1926-1955.

WATER QUALITY

The water quality in the gorge depends on upstream activities occurring in

Before the passage of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act

of 1972, its later amendments (P.L. 92-560), and the subsequent application of

stricter environmental standards by North Carolina, sedimentation from feldspar

North Carolina.

Mean

685

768

941

1,262

1,417

1,621

1,385

1,080

770

762

810

659

Highest

Monthly

Mean

2,201

2,058

1,985

2,943

2,421

3,336

2,957

2,103

1,804

2,236

4,327

2,022

and mica mining operations seriously degraded the water quality of the

Nolichucky River. These mining operations were centered around Spruce Pine and

Micaville in North Carolina (located 25 to 30 miles from the study area).

Although North Carolina does not have a formal water quality improvement plan

for this river pursuant to Section 208 of the Clean Water Act, the water



quality of the river has substantially improved in recent years. Active

mining interests have refined their processes, although runoff from previously

stripmined areas and sedimentation that is resuspended during periods of heavy

flow continue to cause turbidity. Since environmental standards have been

enforced, water quality has improved and turbidity has declined appreciably.

This trend is expected to continue.

The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), the Soil Conservation Service, and the

State and local governments began in 1979 a cooperative effort to reclaim

abandoned mines in the Nolichucky River Basin. A comprehensive inventory was

done to identify abandoned mines in the basin and to assign priorities for

reclamation. From 1980 through 1985, all 590 acres of abandoned mines in the

basin were reclaimed under the cooperative reclamation project. Total costs

were $487,000. It is expected that this reclamation effort will eventually be

reflected in reduced sediment levels in basin rivers. This should result in

improved water quality and enhanced biota in the river subject to the impact

of other point and nonpoint sources.

North Carolina has established a stream classification system that is based on

existing or contemplated best usage of the water. The State classifications

and water quality standards are given in the North Carolina Administrative

Code, Title 15, Chapter 2, Subchapter 2B, Section .0200. The Nolichucky is

ranked WS-III as a water supply segment with no categorical restrictions on

watershed development or discharges. Class WS-III waters are suitable for

fish and wildlife propagation, secondary recreation, agriculture, and drinking

water supply. lnstream water quality standards for selected parameters for

class WS-III waters are shown and compared with sampling data in Table II-2.

The report "Water Quality Progress in North Carolina, l984-l985" (June 1986)

by the North Carolina Department of Natural Resources and Community

Development, cited the Nolichucky River as an example of a river with a

general trend of improved water quality. A Use Impairment Index was used to

prove quantitative comparisons of water quality. The index for the Nolichucky

River at Poplar was 3.40 (partially supporting) in 1980, 1.64 (supporting) in

1984, and 0.67 (supporting) in 1985.

FISH AND WILDLIFE

The Forest Service, with the cooperation of the State Wildlife Commissions of

North Carolina and Tennessee, manages lands in the gorge for wildlife. Both

habitat and populations of animal communities are at a sustaining level, with

the principal species encountered being deer, turkey, grouse, and small game

such as squirrels and rabbits. Little hunting actually takes place because of

the rugged terrain in the gorge, but big and small game hunting as well as

upland bird hunting are popular in the surrounding area.

The gorge is also part of a State of North Carolina designated black bear

sanctuary. It supports a small bear population and serves as an important

travel corridor for bear movements along the Tennessee-North Carolina state

line between limited areas of bear habitat.



Although an occasional smallmouth bass, trout, or catfish is taken from the

river in the gorge area, fishing is minimal because of the rugged terrain,

limited accessibility, and rapid streamflow that makes fishing from a boat

difficult. Fishing from the bank is gradually increasing along the river at

Poplar and Unaka Springs. The continued use of sedimentation control in

mining and other regional land use practices has had a favorable effect on the

river's quality and ultimately could result in its restoration as a productive

smallmouth bass stream. North Carolina recently began to stock largemouth

bass and muskellunge in the river above the gorge.

Table II-2

Water Quality Criteria and Field Data

North Carolina Field Data8

Standard For WS-III

Criteria Water Classification Min. Mean Max.

Fecal Coliformb (ml-l) 1,000/100 max. 80 450 1,800

May-September

Temperature (°C) 29 ° max. 1 14.0 23

Dissolved Oxygen (mg/l) 5.0 min. 7.5 10.2 12.9

4pH 6.0-8.5 6.8 7.3 8 1

Turbidity (NTU) 50 max. 1.1 17.8 160

aBased on monthly samples taken from the Nolichucky River at RM 107

between l/ll/84 and 12/14/84.

bThe standard for coliform levels for Class WS-III waters is given in

North Carolina Administrative Code, Title 15, Chapter 2, Subchapter 28,

Section .02ll(b)(3)(E). The standard is met if fecal coliforms do not

exceed a geometric mean of 1,000/100 ml based on at least five consecutive

samples examined during any 30-day period or exceed 2,000/100 ml in more

than 20 percent of the samples examined during such period. The regu

lations further provide that standards are not applicable during or

immediately following periods of rainfall.

Note: The data analyzed for this report consisted of five samples taken over

a l25-day period from 5/23/84 to 9/25/84. One sample was excluded

because of rain on the day the sample was taken.

Source: EPA STORET data file.
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Special Federal or State status has been assigned to a number of wildlife

species which occur or potentially may occur within the Nolichucky River

corridor:

 

Federal State

Species Status Status

Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) E E

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) E

Common Raven (Corvus corax) E

Eastern Woodrat (Neotoma floridana) C2 D

Sharphead Darter (Etheostoma acuticeps) C3C D

Hellbender (Cryptobranchus alleganiensis) C2 D

Six-lined Racerunner (Cnemidophorus sexlineatus) D

Blue Sucker (Cycleptus elongatus) T

Highfin Carpsucker (Carpiodes vellfer) D

Status: E--endangered, T--threatened; D--deemed in need of management;

S--special concern; C2--taxa for which information is lacking but should be

identified for special status until subsequent studies prove otherwise;

C3C--taxa proven to be more abundant than previously thought

The sharphead darter has been collected in the gorge area. The hellbender has

been collected downstream from the study area and very likely occurs in the

gorge. Peregrine falcons historically have nested on the cliffs in the

gorge. Hacking projects were conducted in 1987 and 1988 at nearby Big Bald,

with the gorge area as the target nest site. The black bear, although having

no State or Federal classification, is on the Regional Forester's List of

Sensitive Species, which affords this species special management consideration.

VEGETAUON

Vegetation in the river corridor consists of an overstory of oak, hemlock,

yellow poplar, beech, birch, hickory, black walnut, sourwood, buckeye, and

related species typical of southern Appalachian hardwood forests. Beneath the

tree canopy is an undergrowth of shrubs and other small plants consisting

chiefly of dogwood, rhododendron, mountain laurel, huckleberry, and buckberry.

Stream bank vegetation is generally sparse or consists of small brush that

does not obstruct the spectacular view of the gorge. The vegetation to the

north of the river consists of old growth stands. The railroad conducted some

timber harvests on the south side of the river at the turn of the century. In

11



recent years, occasional fires, which started at the railroad tracks, burned

areas up the side of the gorge; these areas have grown over with smaller

shrubs.

The following list of plants which occur in the Nolichucky gorge area have

been given special Fedcral,or State status. State classification, unless

otherwise noted, refers to Tennessee. Other plant species which are

candidates for special status have been identified elsewhere in North Carolirma

and Tennessee but not in the Nolichucky gorge area. Therefore, they have not

been included on this list.

 

 

Federal State

Species Status Status

Climbing Fumatory (Adlumia fungosa) T

White Heath Aster (Aster ericoides) T

Sapsuck or Piratebush (Buckleya distichophylla) C2 T

Fraser Sedge (Cymophyllus fraseri) C3C T

Bleeding Heart (Dicentra eximia) 5

Bush Honeysuckle (Diervilla sessilifolia rivularis) T

White-leaved Sunflower (Helianthus giaucophyllus) C2 E

Swamp Loosestrife (Lysimachia terristris E

Carey's Saxifrage (Saxifraga careyana) C2 5

Virginia Spiraea (Spiraea virginiana) C2 (8)

A Moss (Dichodontium peilucidum) (a)

Carolina Hemlock (Tsuga caroliniana) S

Allegheny Cliff Fern (Woodsia scopulian) 5

Blue Ridge Goldenrod (Solidago spithamaea) (b) T E

Heller's Blazing Star (Liatris helleri) (b) T E

Tubercled-blossom Pearly Mussel (Epioblasma torulosa) E E

Status: E--endangered, T--threatened; S--special concern, C2~-taxa for which

information is lacking but should be identified for special status until

subsequent studies prove otherwise; C3C--taxa proven to be more abundant than

previously thought

(a) Species recently discovered. Neither Tennessee nor North Carolina has

designated an official classification at this time.

(b) May possibly occur in area but highly unlikely because of elevation.

12



MANMADE FEATURES

Railroad crossings are found at both ends of the 8-mile river segment.

Railroad tracks and a set of utility lines parallel the river throughout the

gorge. Concrete retaining walls can be found at isolated spots within the

gorge. Railroad signals, discarded railroad ties, and other debris can be

found at scattered locations. The 0.8-mile river segment between Mine Branch

and Unaka Springs has been affected by manmade activities to a greater extent

than the rest of the gorge. in this segment, an outfitter operation can be

seen on the north bank of the river. A 0.8-mile section of road parallels the

river and railroad track on the south bank. There also are areas where local

residents have dumped debris onto National Forest lands. Unaka Springs is a

small rural community that is visible from the river within the 0.8-mile

segment.

ACCESS

Access by water is limited to watercraft that are capable of negotiating

whitewater. Access by foot is limited to a developed trail that runs for

2 miles on the north side of the river in Tennessee. The trail connects to

the Appalachian Trail near the river's confluence with Jones Branch.

Fishermen can walk along the river in low water with difficulty. There is a

secondary road leading to Lost Cove from Poplar that allows limited four-wheel

drive access. Access in the gorge is shown in Figure II-2. Locations for

entrance and exit of the river by whitewater enthusiasts are respectively

designated as "put in" and "take out" in Figure II-2.

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

The Nolichucky River cascades through almost continuous rapids for the first 4

miles of the study segment, through one of the deepest, most spectacular

gorges in the eastern United States. Recreational use consists primarily of

canoeing, rafting, and kayaking. There is also some limited hiking and

hunting.

Whitewater floating visits are increasing. The estimated recreational use in

the gorge was 500 visits in 1975 and 8,000 visits in 1984. These visits are

about 90 percent whitewater floaters. Commercial recreation is provided by

eight outfitters who offer floating services under permit with the Forest

Service and Unicoi County. The current estimated use of the gorge is between

8,000 and 11,000 recreational visitor days per year. The county limits

commercial use of the river segment to eight outfitters and/or a maximum of

480 persons per day. A management directive of the Pisgah National Forest

suggests a limit for nonoutfitted use at 160 visitors per day. Current use of

the river seldom, if ever, reaches the 640-person daily limit. There is a

public (National Forest) boat access area on the river at Poplar and private

and public takeout sites at Chestoa, Tennessee. The river provides

opportunities for floating on an excellent whitewater river with Class II to

Class V rapids. The natural fluctuation in water levels and the skill level

required to paddle the river serve as natural controls on use levels.
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Sufficient volumes of water are considered essential if the recreation

potential generally associated with free-flowing rivers is to be realized.

The Nolichucky River usually has sufficient volumes of water to be "floatable"

throughout the year. However, there are fluctuations in the streamflow that

can limit or affect the quality of the floating experience in the Nolichucky

Gorge.

Whitewater enthusiasts who use the Nolichucky Gorge consider 500 cubic feet

per second (c.f.s.) (measured at the Poplar U.S. Geological Survey gauging

station) to be the lowest water level for a safe and enjoyable experience.

Water levels above 2,300 c.f.s. create dangerous conditions for even the most

experienced floaters. The best times for whitewater floating generally occur

in the spring and summer.

Whitewater recreation in the region is very popular, attracting considerable

numbers of out-of-State visitors from Atlanta, Asheville, and parts

of Georgia. Commercial whitewater facilities in the region are located

primarily on six rivers--the Ocoee, Chattooga, Nantahala, Hiwassee, French

Broad, and Nolichucky Rivers. Class IV and V rapids, which are comparable to

those found on the Nolichucky, are found on both the Ocoee and Chattooga

Rivers. Of these three rivers, the Ocoee is the most heavily used for

whitewater recreation, and the Chattooga receives significantly more

whitewater use than the Nolichucky.

The Chattooga has been designated a wild river under the National Wild and

Scenic Rivers System. The terrain surrounding the Chattooga is not as steep

as that surrounding the Nolichucky, resulting in the river user being less

aware of the surrounding mountains and having less opportunity to see the top

of the surrounding gorge. Because of a highway that runs parallel to the

river and the high number of visitors, the Ocoee does not have the same degree

of remoteness as either the Nolichucky or the Chattooga. Thus, the Nolichucky

provides a unique combination of remoteness and scenic appeal.

The Nantahala, Hiwassee, and French Broad Rivers are characterized by Class II

and III rapids. They do not have the same degree of remoteness and do not

present the same degree of challenge as the Nolichucky and Chattooga.

WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS IN THE REGION

Figure II-3 shows rivers in the region that have been given wild, scenic, or

recreation designations under either the Federal program or a State program.

Although no rivers in the Cherokee National Forest have been designated to the

National Wild and Scenic River System, three rivers have been designated as

State scenic rivers: the French Broad, Conasauga, and Hiwassee.
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Eight rivers that pass through the Cherokee Forest have already been analyzed

and identified as eligible for study for possible Federal classification as

wild, scenic, or recreational rivers. Seven of the rivers were listed in the

Nationwide Inventory of Rivers by the former Historic Conservation and

Recreation Service. They are the Conasauga, Ocoee, Hiwassee, Tellico, French

Broad, Doe, and Watauga. (The Nolichucky was listed for study in the original

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.)

Fourteen river segments in the Pisgah and Nantahala Forests are identified on

the Nationwide Inventory of Rivers. The land and resource management plans

for these forests indicate that 11 of these river segments are eligible for

further study.
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NAVIGABILITY AND RIPARIAN RIGHTS

On October 15, i974, the District Engineer, Nashville Corps of Engineers

District, issued a public notice stating that "the Nolichucky River, from its

mouth to the confluence of the Cane and North Toe Rivers at river mile 110.6

has been determined navigable waters of the United States." This means that

the public's right to the use of the river for travel and other nonconsumptive

instream activities is much the same as its right to the use of any public

road. The public's right, however, applies to the river channel or bed, not

the banks.

LANDOWNERSHIP AND LAND USE

About 94 percent of the land in the 7.2-mile river corridor of Alternative B

is publicly owned under the administration of the Forest Service (see Figure

Ii-4). Approximately 6.5 river miles of the studied segment are located in

the Pisgah National Forest in North Carolina. The remaining length of the

river segment lies in the Cherokee National Forest in Tennessee. Excluding

the railroad, there are seven private landowners with holdings totaling about

225 acres at Lost Cove. Private land at Lost Cove until recently has been

managed for agricultural uses such as grazing and hay production. Currently,

no one lives in this area on a permanent basis. Additional private land is

located in the 0.8-mile river segment described in Alternative C.

CSX Transportation owns a right-of-way, averaging 106 feet wide, along the

left bank of the river when facing downstream. The track is used by about

four to eight trains per day. A small set of utility lines runs parallel to

the tracks .

Publicly owned lands in the gorge are managed under two forest land management

plans. The land and resource management plans for the Cherokee and the Pisgah

National Forests both establish management prescriptions for Wild and Scenic

River study areas. These areas are managed to achieve the visual quality

objective of retention. To protect the land in these areas under study, they

are classified as not suitable for timber production.

The small community of Unaka Springs, composed of approximately 8-l0

structures, is located in the study area near the downstream end. Erwin,

Tennessee, the closest urban area near the river (located 5 miles from the

study area), has a population of approximately 4,800.

Landownership in the study river is shown below:

Forest Service, Pisgah National Forest, North Carolina 4,370 acres

Forest Service, Cherokee National Forest, Tennessee 840 acres

Private ownership tracts 225 acres

Clinchfield Railroad 90 acres

Total 5,525 acres
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POTENTIAL HYDROPOWER USE AND FLOOD CONTROL

The Tennessee Valley Authority has identified a number of sites on the

Nolichucky River where dams might be built, should national needs make

this necessary. Two of the sites identified are considered superior to

the others and were included in the 1975 National Assessment of Water and

Related Lands.

The first site is located near Erwin--river mile 82.8. The purpose of this

dam would be flood control and power generation. The structure would be an

earthen dam. The area of the impoundment at elevation 1,628 feet would be

approximately 7,000 acres and would provide 400,000 acre-feet of flood storage

capacity during a typical January. Power production average annual storage

capacity would be 235 million kilowatt~hours (kWh). Although the dam would

not be within the Nolichucky Gorge, the impoundment would affect water levels

in the gorge.

The second site is near Poplar--river mile 105.6. This single-purpose

hydropower project would be a concrete gravity dam and diversion (that is,

through a flume or pipe to a remote power generator). The impoundment would

have a flood storage capacity of 70,000 acre-feet at an elevation of 1,970

feet and an average annual power storage capacity of 168 million kWh. This

project would be within the gorge area. There are no feasibility studies

underway or planned for this project.

TVA has identified other potential sites for impoundments on the Nolichucky

River, but they are not as economically feasible as the two described above.

Recent communication with TVA has indicated that initiation of the two

projects is very unlikely and they will not be under consideration in the

foreseeable future (personal communication, Tom Faulkner, TVA, Fossil and

Hydroelectric Branch, ll/l3/86).

HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

The Nolichucky River valley was inhabited by Indians of the Woodland Culture

from about 1000 B.C. to A.D. 300. The Cherokee Indians have influenced this

region as indicated by many places with names of Cherokee origin. Pioneers

began settling the area in l770. Several historic figures also are associated

with this region. For example, Davy Crockett was born in a log cabin at the

point where Big Limestone Creek enters the Nolichucky River. John Sevier, the

first Governor of Tennessee, owned a plantation along the river. Andrew

Jackson lived in the region as a young man.

There are presently no sites in the Nolichucky Gorge on the National Register

of Historic Places.
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Chapter III

FINDINGS OF ELIGIBILITY AND CLASSIFICATION

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and the Final Revised Interagenc Guidelines

for Eligibility, Classification, and Management of River Areas 547 Federal

Register 39 5 , September 7, 1982 provide direction for determining the

eligibility and classification of study rivers.

ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for designation as a component of the National Wild and Scenic

Rivers System, a river must be free flowing and possess one or more of the

following as outstandingly remarkable values: (1) scenic, (2) recreational,

(3) geological, (4) fish and wildlife, (5) historic, (6) cultural, or (7)

other values, including ecological. The values of the Nolichucky Gorge are

described in detail in Chapter II and are briefly summarized below.

1. Scenic. The gorge is one of the deepest and most spectacular in the

eastern United States, with mountains towering up to 2,500 feet above

the river. Bedrock outcroppings and other geological features add to

the scenic beauty. Scenic values are outstanding.

Recreational. Whitewater rafting, canoeing, and kayaking are the

primary forms of recreation. The Nolichucky Gorge is an excellent

whitewater river with Class II to Class V rapids. Recreational

values are outstanding.

Geological. The gorge is regionally significant for its exposed

bedrock outcroppings, which provide insight into the deformation and

geomechanics of the Appalachian Mountains. The deep, rocky gorge;

the rock cliffs, walls, and ledges; the talus slopes of boulders; and

the landslides are all unique features. Geological values are

outstanding.

Fish and Wildlife. Fish populations are increasing with the

improvement of water quality and aquatic habitat. The river corridor

contains the habitat and various populations of big and small game

animals.

Historic and Cultural. The Nolichucky valley is rich in archeology

of the Indians of the Woodland Culture, and later the Cherokee

Indians. Early American historical names associated with the valley

include Davy Crockett, John Sevier, and Andrew Jackson. Most of the

early settlement took place above or below the gorge segment.

The Nolichucky Gorge segment is eligible for designation based on its

outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, and geological values, and its

free-flowing condition. The findings regarding these values are consistent

2i



with the National Park Service findings in their 1980 study report for the

Nolichucky River.

CLASSIFICATION

There are three classifications of rivers, or river segments, in the National

Wild and Scenic Rivers System-~wild, scenic, and recreational. Classificatiorn

is based on the condition of the river and the adjacent lands at the time of

the study. The act defines these classifications as follows:

1. Wild River. "Those rivers or sections of rivers that are free of

impoundments and generally inaccessible except by trail, with

watersheds or shorelines essentially primitive and waters unpol

luted. These represent vestiges of primitive America."

2. Scenic River. "Those rivers or sections of rivers that are free of

impoundments, with shorelines or watersheds still largely primitive

and shorelines largely undeveloped, but accessible in places by

roads."

3. Recreational River. "Those rivers or sections of rivers that are

readily accessible by road or railroad, that may have some devel

opment along their shorelines, and that may have undergone some

impoundment or diversion in the past." _\

The Nolichucky Gorge is recommended to be classified scenic based on its

esthetic appeal, the lack of impoundments, the lack of substantial evidence of

human activity, and limited accessibility in the gorge. The vegetation in the

river corridor appears natural from the river with the exception of the

railroad. The railroad is well-screened (approximately 70 percent is hidden)

from river users by vegetation during the growing season. Although one

railroad trestle crosses the river at the edge of the study area, this

crossing does not detract appreciably from the river's outstandingly remark

able values. The agricultural operations in the Lost Cove area are not

visible from the river.
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Chapter IV

ALTERNATIVES INCLUDING THE

PROPOSED ACTION

Three alternatives regarding the suitability or unsuitability of including the

8-mile Nolichucky Gorge in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System have

been developed and analyzed. Implementation of Alternative A (no action)

would mean that the area would be found not suitable for designation and

current Forest Service management activities would continue. The preferred

alternative, Alternative B, would mean that a 7.2-mile segment of the gorge

would be designated suitable for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers

System. Alternative C would result in the entire 8-mile segment under study

being designated suitable for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

Figure IV-l, shown later in the chapter, illustrates the study areas

considered under Alternatives B and C. The three alternatives are described

in the following sections. Table IV, located at the end of this chapter,

summarizes the environmental consequences of the three alternatives based on

the analysis presented in Chapter V.

Factors that were considered in determining the river's suitability include

the following: (1) the amount of private land involved and uses of the land;

(2) cost of acquisition and administration of the area should it be added to

the system, including the need to acquire private lands in order for the area

to be administered as a Wild and Scenic River; (3) public, State, and local

interest in designation; (4) values foregone if the river is designated; and

(5) need for legal protection afforded by the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

ALTERNATIVES ELIMINATED FROM DETAILED STUDY

The following two alternatives were eliminated from detailed study.

1. State Management--In the preferred alternative, the river corridor is

94 percent National Forest land and lies within two States. Although

the Nolichucky River has been considered for study for designation to

the North Carolina Natural and Scenic Rivers System, the State has no

plans to conduct a river study in the foreseeable future. if

designated to the State system, North Carolina would only exercise

minimal management of the high percentage of National Forest Land.

Management by the States of North Carolina and Tennessee was not

considered a viable alternative.

2. Alternative Classification--Alternative classifications were

analyzed. A "wild river" classification cannot be met because of the

railroad immediately adjacent to the river for its entire length. A

"recreational river" classification was considered, but it would not

afford appropriate protection for the relatively natural and

undeveloped river corridor.
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ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

Alternative A (No Actlon)-Flndlng of Nonsultability

Under this alternative, a finding of nonsuitability would be made. This

finding eventually would result in removal of the protected status afforded to

areas studied for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers System. The Forest

Service probably would continue existing management practices for Management

Area 5, as described in the applicable land and resource management plan for

each National Forest.

Timber harvest would not be allowed, but certain timber activities such as

wildlife habitat enhancement could occur, provided that such practices are

consistent with the appropriate land and resource management plan.

Although unlikely, development of hydroelectric power and flood control

facilities could be allowed in the gorge if adequate environmental standards

were followed.

Private land use would continue as presently managed with possible emphasis on

agriculture.

Alternative B (Preferred Alternatlve)-Wlld and Scenic River Designation

Under this alternative, 7.2 miles of river corridor between Poplar, North

Carolina, and Unaka Springs, Tennessee, would be suitable for designation as a

component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

The river study boundaries for this alternative are shown in Figure IV-l. The

study area begins at the railway bridge at Poplar, North Carolina, and ends at

the point where the Mine Branch flows into the Nolichucky. In this

alternative, the segment length extends from river mile l06.5 to 99.3 (7.2

miles).

The width of the study area extends beyond the minimum width of one-quarter

mile from the riverbank (recommended in the 1970 guidelines) to facilitate

better management of the resources of the area. The river segment is located

in a gorge with steep walls and a wide riverbed resulting in an extended

visual corridor. The upper portions of the gorge walls can be seen from the

river. The topography of the gorge makes it highly inaccessible, and possible

development of the area is highly unlikely. Therefore, extending the lateral

boundaries does not create unnecessary limitations on resource development.

The proposed lateral boundaries have been chosen in a manner that is

consistent with the protection of the geological, scenic, and recreational

values of the gorge.

The river would be classified scenic. Under this classification, the river

would be kept free of any impoundments. Shorelines or watersheds would remain

largely primitive, and shorelines would remain largely undeveloped but

accessible in places by roads, such as the road leading into private land at

Lost Cove.

With this classification, management on National Forest lands would be simi

lar to present management with protection of the watershed and maintenance
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of the scenic values in the gorge as the primary management objectives. A

management plan would be developed at an estimated cost to the Federal

Government of $30,000 to $40,000. The Forest Service may provide informa

tion, educational brochures, maps, and signs at an estimated cost of $l7,000.

Agricultural uses and related supporting activities on private land would

continue. No land purchase is required for designation, but the Forest

Service will consider land exchange and fee acquisition on a willing seller

basis.

The railroad and utility right-of-way would be within the protected river

corridor. The river designation would not have a quantitative effect on

railroad transportation through the right-of-way. Arrangements regarding

vegetation management, maintenance, and debris control in the railroad

rlght-of-way would have to be made to ensure compatibility with a scenic

designation. Either a cooperative agreement or a scenic easement could be

used to establish a management relationship between the Forest Service and CSX

Transportation. Use of a cooperative agreement is preferred by the Forest

Service because it would allow more flexible management and would be

established at a lower cost. However, if a scenic easement were required to

manage the railroad corridor, it is estimated that a Federal expenditure of

$90,000 ($1,000/acre) would be required.

Designation as a scenic river will result in an increased number of white

water floaters using the gorge. Designation as a scenic river will preclude

water development projects in the gorge or projects that would have a direct

or adverse effect on recreational, geological, and scenic values.

Alternative C-Wild and Scenic River Designation, Additional River Channel

The study area under this alternative would be the same as under Alternative B

except that the boundary is extended to the railroad bridge at Unaka Springs.

Using this boundary would add approximately eight-tenths of a river mile to

the designated segment.

This expansion would incorporate additional private lands into the river

system. The private lands include a snack bar, rental facilities, camping

area, cabins, and launch area on the northern shore and several private

residences on the southern bank at Unaka Springs. A short segment of the

Appalachian Trail would be included.

The purchase of private lands would not be required under this alternative.

Designation would not affect current residential land uses.

The Forest Service would encourage efforts to remove trash along the access

road leading to Unaka Springs. If the trash removal is not accomplished by

volunteers, then estimated costs to the organization conducting the removal

activities would be $l5,000 to $20,000.

By extending the study area boundary downstream, this alternative would

provide additional protection to Unaka Springs and existing boating sites from

potential (but unlikely) downstream water resource projects. However, this

stretch of river does not have the scenic qualities of the rest of the river,

and includes additional private land and development.
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TableIV-l

SummaryofEnvironmentalConsequences

Mg

Factors

Considered

AlternativeA

(NoAction)

Nonsuitability

AlternativeB

(Preferred) National

Designation

AlternativeC

NationalDesignation IncludingAdditional

RiverChannel

M

Recreational Development

andUse Economic

Mining

Nosignificantchangefrompresent

trends.

Someeconomicstimulusbecauseof

recreationaluse.

Newminingclaimsandmineralleases

couldbeallowedandexisting

operationsallowedtocontinue.

Usewillincreaseappreciablydueto

publicityofWildandScenicRiver

status;increasedusewillresultin

moreintensivemanagementdemands;

existingboataccesssitesatPoplar

(NC)andChestoa(TN)areadequate.

Increaseinrecreationaluseand

tourismwouldaccelerateeconomic

growthadjacenttoriver.

Newminingclaimsandmineralleases

couldbeallowedandexistingopera tionsallowedtocontinue.However,

mineralactivitywouldbesubjectto

regulationsthatwouldminimize

surfacedisturbances,sedimentation,

pollution,andvisualimpairment.

Surfacecoalminingoperationswould

beprohibited,subjecttovalid

existingrights.

SameasB. SameasB. SameasB.

Effectson

PrivateLand

Noeffectonprivateland.Railroad

activitiesmaycontinuetodegrade

scenicvalues.

TheForestServicewouldbeencour
agedtodevelopamanagementrela

tionshipwithCXSTransportationto addressissuessuchasfirecontrol,

debrisfrommanagementactivities,

andrevegetationinselectedareas.

SameasB,exceptmanagementrela tionshipswithCSXTransportation
mayincludeadditionalarea.No

impactsonprivateresidentialareas

areexpected.
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TableIV-l(continued)

 

Threatenedand

Endangered

Species

WaterQuality

AlternativeC

NationalDesignation IncludingAdditional

RiverChannel

 

Waterprojectsorotherresource activitiesanddevelopmentcould

haveasignificantimpacton

wildlifeandplantspecies.

Noeffect.

wouldapply.

Statein-streamcriteria

Developmentactivitieswhichcould
affectwildlifeandplantspecies

wouldnotbeallowed.

AlthoughStatein-streamcriteria

wouldstillapply,NorthCarolinahas
indicatedthatriversgivennational

designationwillbegivenhigher

priorityforwaterqualityimprove-

mentefforts.

SameasB,butextendedtothe

entire8-milerivercorridor.

Factors

Considered

Access
Water

Resource

Project

AlternativeA

(NoAction)

Nonsuitability

AlternativeB

(Preferred) National

Designation

Railroadusewouldcontinue.

Trail inTennesseeonnorthsideofriver

wouldremainopen.

Secondaryroad
accesstoLostCovewouldremain

open.

Waterresourceprojectsaffecting

valuesofthegorgecouldbebuilt,

althoughtheyareunlikely.

SameasA.

Developmentofwaterresourcepro-

jectsthataffecttheoutstandingly
remarkablevaluesofthegorgewould

beprohibited.

Sameas8,excepttheForestService

wouldbeencouragedtohavedebris removedfromroadsparallelingthe

additionalsegment.

SameasB,withadditionalsegment
oftheriverchannelprotectedfrom

downstreamprojects.

SameasB.
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Chapter V

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

This chapter describes the environmental impacts of the three alternatives

considered in this study report. The environmental consequences are sum

marized in Table IV-l at the end of Chapter IV.

Management of the recreation in the river corridor would be coordinated with

the counties in Tennessee and North Carolina. Fishery and wildlife habitat

management is coordinated between the States and the Forest Service.

ALTERNATIVE A (NO ACTlON)-—FINDING OF NONSUITABILITY

A finding of nonsuitabillty would remove the protected status afforded to

areas that are studied for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

The gorge would then be managed under the appropriate Forest Management Plan.

Current recreation management practices of Unicoi County and the Forest

Service would continue.

Current railroad management activities would continue. Past management

practice has resulted in fires in the gorge and dumping debris in the river,

which has altered flow in several rapids. Additional railroad operational and

maintenance activities may impact scenic values.

Timber activities would be conducted in accordance with forest management

standards and guidelines approved for the Pisgah-Nantahala and Cherokee

National Forest Land and Resource Management Plans. The land is classified as

unsuitable for timber production. However, certain timber activities may be

allowed to enhance recreation opportunities, scenic values, and wildlife

habitat, and to maintain healthy conditions. Disturbances to water quality

would be minimal.

New mining claims and mineral leases could be allowed and existing operations

would be allowed to continue. Mineral activities would be conducted in a

manner that minimizes surface disturbance, sedimentation, pollution, and

visual impairment.

The major potential impact of removing protective status from a river studied

for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers System would be that water

resource development projects that affect the outstandingly remarkable values

of the gorge could be built. However, it is very unlikely that a project

affecting the Nolichucky Gorge would be built.

If a water resource project were built at the site identified by TVA at river

mile 105.6, the upper portion of the gorge would be covered by the

impoundment. Existing outstandingly remarkable geological, scenic, and

recreational values in this area of the gorge would be lost. The ecosystem

would be transformed. Whitewater recreation activities would be foregone and

replaced with lake-oriented activities.
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Areas downstream from the impoundment would be affected. Water leaving

the impoundment would be cooler and oxygen content in the water could change

based on the design of the dam. Silt would be removed from the water in the

impoundment. Flow rates would depend on power production and other artificial

factors. The remoteness of the gorge would be lessened.

If a water resource project were built at river mile 82.8 at Erwin, the

resulting impoundment could affect water levels in the gorge. The magnitude

of the effect would depend on the design and operating conditions of the

impoundment. Rapids would disappear and the corresponding river banks could

be covered.

ALTERNATIVE B (PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE)—W|LD AND SCENIC RIVER

DESIGNATION

Alternative B finds 7.2 miles of river corridor between Poplar, North

Carolina, and Unaka Springs, Tennessee, suitable for designation as a

component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

If the gorge is designated to the National River System under Alternative B,

the visual quality objective of "retention" would be met for the gorge.

Forest Service management would provide for protection of the watershed and

maintenance of scenic values as the primary management objectives. Commercial

floating on the river would be regulated by Unicoi County and Forest Service

special use permits. The lands would be managed for semiprimitive

nonmotorized, semiprimitive motorized, and roaded natural recreation

opportunities and would provide dispersed recreation within suitable road

corridors and near developed sites. Overnight use will not be allowed between

roads and the river channel when they are less than l/4 of a mile apart,

unless the use occurs within a developed recreation site or as otherwise

authorized. Modest and unobtrusive river access facilities would be allowed.

National designation of the river would create more public interest, and

recreational use would be expected to increase. This would aid tourism

development in North Carolina and Tennessee and would help stimulate depressed

local economies.

The limit currently set by Tennessee and the Forest Service of 640 recre

ational visits per day is considered to be the maximum use acceptable for the

desired experience on the river. However, limits on use could be adjusted if

necessary. Increased use could require increased management of one or more

boating sites to control adverse effects such as increased amounts of litter.

Large-scale public use facilities, such as moderate size campgrounds, public

information centers, and administrative headquarters would be allowed if such

structures are screened from the river. Modest and unobtrusive marinas also

could be allowed.

The corridor lands would remain classified as not suitable for timber

production. Timber activities would be allowed to enhance recreation

opportunities, scenic values, and wildlife habitat, and to maintain healthy

conditions. Timber volumes would be nonchargeable yields.
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Changes in habitat diversity would be accomplished through visual quality

nuuaagement by striving to provide frequent wildlife sightings, diversity of

vegetative cover, and wildlife trees. Late successional featured species

would be favored.

Desiignation to the National River System would not affect the amount of rail

traffic through the gorge. The proximity of the railroad to the river would

reqixire CSX Transportation to take an active role in managing the railroad

larui’in a manner consistent with the scenic designation. The appropriate

nuinagement relationship between the railroad and the Forest Service could be

:established by either a cooperative agreement or by obtaining a scenic

euasement. Future railroad maintenance activities to be considered would

include removal of discarded railroad ties and other debris from along the

tracks, possible revegetation of certain portions of the banks of the river to

czreate a buffer, and restrictions on dumping debris into the river. Fire

control measures, such as controlled burns and vegetation control, could be

implemented. Increased recreational use of the gorge may require the Forest

Service to intensify safety efforts to keep people away from the railroad

tracks, such as increasing the signing of the Forest Service Boundary. The

Forest Service is currently discussing management options with CSX

Transportation.

Designation to the National River System would legislatively prohibit the

development of water resource projects that will affect the outstandingly

remarkable values of the gorge. Section 7 of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act

provides protection for the free-flowing, scenic, and natural values of rivers

designated as components of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System from

the effects of federally assisted construction of any water resources

project.l

Any federally assisted water supply, hydroelectric power, or flood control

project that would have a direct and adverse effect on the values for which

the river is included in the national system or on the scenic, recreational,

and fish wildlife values of the designated segment is prohibited.

Under this alternative, designation to the National River System may result in

additional regulation of mining activities. Section 9 of the Wild and Scenic

Rivers Act states that for Federal lands within wild, scenic, and recreational

river areas, all prospecting, mining, and other activities on claims not

perfected prior to inclusion of the river in the system are subject to

regulation by the administering Secretary. For scenic river designations,

mining activities will be controlled, within legal limits, so that they do not

conflict with the provision of high scenic and recreational values. These

activities must be conducted in a manner that minimizes surface disturbance,

sedimentation and pollution, and visual impairment. Section 522(c)(1) of the

1Forest Service regulations (36 CFR 296) define water resource projects

to include any dam, water conduit, reservoir, powerhouse, transmission line,

or other project under the Federal Power Act or other construction

of developments that affect the free-flowing characteristics of the designated

river segment. Federal assistance includes licenses, permits, or

authorization by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the Army Corps of

Engineers, or any Federal agency.
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Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act prohibits, subject to valid

existing rights, surface coal mining operations within the boundaries of units

in the Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

Roads would be allowed for access to special uses and developments, for mining

activities, or to provide access to other management areas. These roads must

maintain the established visual quality objective. Access roads would be

maintained commensurate with management objectives and traffic volumes.

New transmission lines, gas lines, water lines, and the like are discouraged.

Where no reasonable alternative exists, additional or new facilities should be

restricted to existing rights-of-way. Where new rights-of-way are needed, the

scenic, recreational, and fish and wildlife values must be evaluated in the

lmlnctinu oi the :iILv.

Existing agricultural uses would be permitted to continue. New uses and

facilities may be permitted as long as they conform to the "natural"

appearance of the river corridor.

Periodic meetings between CSX Transportation, the Forest Service, and

commercial recreation users would occur to discuss areas of mutual management

concerns in the gorge, such as maintenance, safety, and fire prevention.

ALTERNATIVE C-WILD AND SCENIC RIVER DESIGNATION, ADDITIONAL

RIVER CHANNEL

Alternative C finds an 8-mile segment of the Nolichucky River suitable for

designation as a component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

Alternative C differs from Alternative B in that an additional segment of the

river would be included as a Wild and Scenic River. Management of wildlife,

minerals, timber, and other resources on National Forest land would be the

same as described for Alternative B.

The designation of the additional segment would not affect national recog-

nition of the Nolichucky River. Recreational use would increase in the same

manner and with the same effects as in Alternative B.

Alternative C would offer slightly more protection from any potential

downstream water development projects than would Alternative B because of the

inclusion of the additional downstream segment.

An additional segment of railroad tracks would be included in the designation

to the National River System. Management agreements between the Forest

Service and CSX Transportation discussed under Alternative B would be extended

to address the additional segment. Other existing private land uses would not

be influenced by the designation.

Management of the road parallel to the river would not change. Additional use

of the road may result from increased recreation activities in the gorge.
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OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

Adverse Environmental Effects That Cannot Be Avoided

Given the forest management standards and guidelines that would apply under

Alternative A and the statutory protection that would apply under Alternatives

B and C, there should be no unavoidable adverse effects resulting from any of

the alternatives considered.

Local Short-term Uses of Man's Environment and Maintenance and Enhancement of

Long-term Productlvlty

As none of the alternatives commit the Forest to the production of short-term

resource yields, long-term productivity should not be affected. Congressional

designation would enhance long-term recreational opportunities.

Irreversible and Irretrlevable Commitments of Resources

None of the alternatives result in a decision to use or modify resources that

are renewable over a long period of time. Thus, there would be no

irreversible commitment of resources.

The difference between output levels under alternatives varies predominantly

in terms of recreation visitor days. The fewer opportunities for recreational

use under Alternative A represent an irretrievable commitment of the

recreation resource as long as the river is not designated into the system.

Other Effects

None of the alternatives result in significant effects in terms of energy

requirements, conservation potential, urban quality, historic or cultural

resources, or the design of the built environment. No conflicts with Federal,

regional, State, and local land use plans have been identified. A biological

evaluation (on file in the Forest Supervisor's Office) concluded that none of

the alternatives would impact sensitive wildlife and plant species. Selection

of Alternative B or C would affect the potential for future water

impoundments, hydropower, and flood control.
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Chapter VI

LIST OF AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS TO WHOM

COPIES OF THE STUDY REPORT/EIS ARE SENT

Copies of the draft study report and EIS have been sent to, and comments have

been requested from, the following:

FEDERAL AGENCIES AND OFFICIALS

Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Federal Activities,

Washington, DC

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Washington, DC

ACTION, Washington, DC

Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service, Washington, DC

Department of Agriculture, Rural Electrification Administration

Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers, Washington, DC

Department of Defense, Washington, DC

Department of Commerce, Washington, DC

Department of Justice, Washington, DC

Department of Labor, Washington, DC

Department of Energy, Washington, DC

Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Washington, DC

Department of Interior, Environmental Project Review, Washington, DC

Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, Washington, DC

Department of Transportation, Federal Railroad Administration,

Washington, DC

Department of Housing and Urban Development, Washington, DC

Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, DC

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Atlanta, GA

Civil Aeronautics Board, Washington, DC

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, Washington, DC

Interstate Commerce Commission, Washington, DC

National Endowment for the Arts, Washington, DC

Office of Economic Opportunity, Washington, DC

Tennessee Valley Authority, Knoxville, TN

Federal Aviation Administration, Washington, DC

Water Resources Council, Washington, DC

Federal Trade Commission, Washington, DC

National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Washington, DC

Honorable Terry Sanford, U.S. Senator from North Carolina

Honorable Jesse A. Helms, Jr., U.S. Senator from North Carolina

Honorable Jim Sasser, U.S. Senator from Tennessee

Honorable Albert Gore, Jr., U.S. Senator from Tennessee

Honorable James H. Quillen, U.S. Representative from Tennessee

Honorable James McClure Clarke, U.S. Representative from North Carolina

STATE AND LOCAL AGENCIES AND OFFICIALS

Honorable Ned McWherter, Governor of Tennessee

Honorable James G. Martin, Governor of North Carolina

Honorable Ronnie Greer, Tennessee State Senator
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Honorable Zane Witson, Tennessee State Representative

Honorable Charles F. Buchanan, North Carolina State Representative

Honorable James F. Hughes, North Carolina State Representative

Honorable Edgar Vance Starnes, North Carolina State Representative

Honorable Robert C. Hunter, North Carolina State Representative

Honorable Daniel Reid Simpson, North Carolina State Senator

Honorable Donald R. Kincaid, North Carolina State Senator

Honorable Robert S. Swain, North Carolina State Senator

Honorable Dennis Winner, North Carolina State Senator

North Carolina Department of Natural Resources and Community Development

- Natural Heritage Program

- Parks and Recreation Division

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission

North Carolina Division on Forest Resources

North Carolina Trails Committee

Tennessee Division of Forestry

Tennessee Department of Transportation

Tennessee Department or Conservation

Tennessee State Planning Office

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency

Tennessee Department of Health and Environment

Mitchell County Board of Commissioners

Mitchell County Economic Development Commission

Yancey County Board of Commissioners

Unicoi County Executive

Community Rural Development

First Tennessee Development District

ORGANEAUONS

American Rivers Incorporated

National Sierra Club

Sierra Club (Joseph LeConte Chapter)

Sierra Club (WENOCA Chapter)

The Wilderness Society (Washington, DC office)

Friends of the Horsepasture River

Appalachian Trail Conference

Southern Appalachian Multiple Use Council

Western Carolina Tomorrow

Carolina Canoe Club

Carolina Outdoors and Wildlife Society

Conservation Council of North Carolina

National Parks and Conservation Association

Save America Club

Southeastern Lumberman's Association

Yancey County Rod and Gun Club

Sierra Club

Tennessee Conservation League

Unicoi County Rod and Gun Club

Audubon Society

Unicoi County Riding Club

Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning

Tennessee Environmental Council
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BUSINESS/INDUSTRY

Appalachian Hardwood Manufacturers, lnc.

CSX Transportation, inc.

Nolichucky Expeditions

Cherokee Adventures

Mountain Quest

Carolina Wilderness Adventures

Nantahala Outdoor Center

Rolling Thunder

wahoo Wild Waters

SCHOOLS/INSTITUTIONS

Appalachian Consortium

Carolina wilderness institute

East Tennessee State University

INDIVIDUALS

Mr. a Mrs. George A. Ammann, Erwin, TN

James Brooks, Jonesborough, TN

Gregory W. Church, Christiansburg, VA

Mr. a Mrs. Hugh Dunlop, Erwin, TN

Dana Eglinton, Bristol, TN

L. Powell Foster, Kingsport, TN

Craig Haire, Johnson City, TN

Betty Harvell, Bakersville, NC

Kenneth Haynes, Chuckey, TN

Dennis D. Horn, Tullahoma, TN

Ray Hunt, Kingsport, TN

Richard a Gloria Knight, Jonesborough, TN

Dan Lady, Bristol, TN

Eddie Lesueur 11, Gray, TN

Johnny Lynch, Unicoi, TN

David McPeak, Bristol, TN

Margaret Orren, Johnson City, TN

Mr. a Mrs. Jerry Rippee, Erwin, TN

Todd Saddler, Bristol, TN

Mr. a Mrs. Ned Schaffer, Erwin, TN

Edward Schell, Johnson City, TN

Donald Shaffer, Johnson City, TN

Don Sipes, Johnson City, TN

Ron Stewart, Chattanooga, TN

David Stirling, Piney Flats, TN

John M. Vann, Bristol, TN
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Name

Deen Lundeen

F. Norman Heintz

Charles Huppuch

David Hammond

Melinda Waidrep

Russ Griffith

Reese Scull

Andrea Myslicki

Anne Vor der Bruegge

Chapter VII

LIST OF PREPARERS

Project Responsibility

USDA, Forest Service

Project Officer, Policy and

Technical Guidance

Washington Office, Land

Management Planning Staff

Regional Office Coordinator

Region 8, Atlanta

Recreation Management Staff

Regional Office Coordinator

Region 8, Atlanta

Recreation Management Staff

(after October 1988)

Recreation Staff Officer

National Forests in

North Carolina

Dispersed Recreation

National Forests in

North Carolina

Former Recreation Staff

Officer, Cherokee National

Forest

Current Recreation Staff

Officer, Cherokee National

Forest

(after May 22, 1988)

LABAT-ANDERSON Incorporated

Project Manager

Team Leader

Education

PhD, Civil Engineering,

Stanford University;

M.S., Hydrology,

University of Minnesota;

B.S., Forest Management,

University of Montana

B.S., Landscape

Architecture,

Iowa State University

B.S., Forestry

New York State College

of Forestry

B.S., Forestry, Arkansas

A&M College

BLA, Landscape

Architecture, University

of Georgia

B.S., Forestry,

University of Idaho

B.S., Forest Management

North Carolina State

University

M.P.A., Public Adminis

tration; 8.5.,

Environmental

Science, Indiana

University

M.P., Urban and Environ

mental Planning; B.A.,

Environmental Psychology

and Anthropology,

University of Virginia
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Name

Kevin Weiss

Marie Kerr

William L. Hess

Project Responsibility

Development of the Study

Report, Identification of

Issues

Editor

Subcontractor

Preparation of initial Draft

Education

M.S., Chemical Engineer

ing, Carnegie-Mellon

University; 8.S.,

Chemical Engineering,

University of Pittsburgh

M.A., English, Indiana

University; B.A.,

English, University of

Hawaii

B.S., Forestry,

Pennsylvania State

University
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Appendix A

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT DATA SUMMARY

Forty-eight responses, including one resolution, were received from public

review of the Draft copy of the Wild and Scenic River Study Report and

Environmental Impact Statement. No form letters or petitions were included.

Comments were received from the following:

Comment No.

\IO‘U‘bbJNH

Comment No.

8

9

i0

l1

l2

l3

l4

l5

l6

17

Comment No.

l8

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Comment No.

28

29

Federal Agencies and Officials

Department of Interior, Office of Environmental Project Review

Department of Transportation

Department of the Army

Department of Housing and Urban Development

Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service

Tennessee Valley Authority

Environmental Protection Agency

State and Local Agencies and Officials

Honorable Ned McWherter, Governor of Tennessee

Honorable Albert Gore, Jr., U.S. Senator from Tennessee

Honorable James H. Quillen, U.S. Representative from Tennessee

Tennessee State Planning Office

Tennessee Department of Conservation

Tennessee Department of Conservation, Division of Forestry

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency

North Carolina Department of Natural Resources and Community

Development

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission

Unicoi County Commission, Tennessee

Organization and Business/Industry

Chota Canoe Club, Tennessee

Cherokee Adventures, Tennessee

Georgia Canoe Association

Sierra Club, Tennessee Chapter

Sierra Club, State of Franklin Group, Tennessee Chapter

Sierra Club, North Carolina Chapter

Nolichucky Indian Princess Tribe of the Arapahoe Y Indian Nation

Conservation Council of North Carolina

Nantahala Outdoor Center, North Carolina

Tysinger, Hampton & Partners, Inc.

Individuals

Dennis D. Horn, Tuiiahoma, TN

Dana Egllnton, Bristol, TN



30 L. Powell Foster, Kingsport, TN

3i Donald Shaffer, Johnson City, TN

32 Edward Schell, Johnson City, TN

33 Dan Lady, Bristol, TN

34 John M. Vann, Bristol, TN

35 Mr. & Mrs. George A. Ammann, Erwin, TN

36 Mr. & Mrs. Ned Schaffer, Erwin, TN

37 Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Dunlop, Erwin, TN

38 Mr. & Mrs. Jery Rippee, Erwin, TN

39 Todd Saddler, Bristol, TN

40 Gregory W. Church, Christiansburg, VA

41 David McPeak, Bristol, TN

42 David Stirling, Piney Flats, TN

43 James Brooks, Joneborough, TN

44 Betty Harvell, Bakersville, NC

45 Richard & Gloria Knight, Jonesborough, TN

46 Kenneth Haynes, Chuckey, TN

47 Margaret Orren, Johnson City, TN

48 Craig Haire, Johnson City, TN

All letters were read and substantive comments were identified and grouped for

further consideration. Although the letters have not been responded to

individually, every attempt has been made to consider each substantive comment

and suggestion in the final report.

An analysis of these comments received on the Study Report and draft

Environmental Impact Statement indicated support for each of the three

alternative.

-- 15 respondents (32%) favor the Forest Service recommended

Alternative B.

-- 19 respondents (40%) favor Alternative C, and 14 of these respondents

recommended Forest Service study of two additional downstream segments.

-- 3 respondents (6%) oppose Wild and Scenic River designation

(Alternative A).

-- 10 respondents (22%) had no recommendation.

The most prominent concern that was addressed in the responses was the need

for future protection of the outstanding recreation, scenic, and geologic

values in the river corridor (Letters 5, 6, 12, 20, 24, 26, 29, 32, 34, 40,

and 48). None of the respondents disagreed with this concern. Protection of

the high quality recreation experience was also stressed by almost all of the

respondents (Letters 29, 31, 34, 40, and 46). Protection of these outstanding

values in the Nolichucky River corridor is the primary objective of this

study. Wild and Scenic River designation appears to be a desirable mechanism

for attaining that objective.



Some of the respondents extended their concern for protection of the river

corridor downstream beyond the limits of the current study to a segment of the

river between river mile 97.5 and State Route 81, which is referred to as the

Devil's Looking Glass (Letters 9, 2i, 22, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 35-38, 39, 40,

41, 42, 45, and 47). The recommendation to study the additional segments of

the river is beyond the scope of this Study Report but may be considered in

future analyses.

Protection for threatened and endangered plants and endangered wildlife

species were also described as concerns (Letters 1, 6, l4, l5, and 32). The

list of plants and wildlife species with special State or Federal status has

been revised to include those species identified by the respondents

(pages ll-l2). Protection for species with special status is generally

compatible with Wild and Scenic River designation. If the river is

designated, the management plan for the river will address this subject in

more detail.

Two main issues supported opposition to the Wild and Scenic River

designation. First of all, the understanding or feeling that designation

would impose more federal restrictions on landowners and river users, which

are not necessary or desirable (Letters l0, l2, l7, and 33). Chapter V (pages

30-32) has been revised to address this concern. The existing limitations on

recreational use of the river have been established by the State of Tennessee

and the Forest Service, and would not be affected by Wild and Scenic River

designation. Landowners in the designated river corridor may continue

existing uses of their land at the time Congress designates the river (as

specified in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. Future uses and developments

would be acceptable as long as they do not affect the freeflowing nature of

the river or detract from the outstanding values of the river corridor.

The second opposing issue was that the railroad grade which is currently used

as a source of foot access to the canyon, would be restricted from use by

recreationists (Letters 2, l0, i9, 27). The Forest Service has no authority

to restrict access to the CSX railroad grade. As stated on page 31, the

Forest Service may provide safety precautions (signs) and discuss management

options with the railroad company, but this action is not related to Wild and

Scenic River designation.

Water quality was also mentioned as a concern. Upstream mining activities and

agricultural practices have been the cause of water quality degradation in the

past. Reclamation eflorts have alleviated this problem to the point that it

is not a limiting factor to recreational use of the river. Wild and Scenic

River designation may influence additional regulation on upstream mining

activities, water quality monitoring, and further reclamation efforts

(page 31).

Other specific issues raised by the reviewers have been addressed in this

final report:

- Timber harvesting (pages 29 and 30). There are no suitable lands for

timber production in the river corridor (letter 16).



- Roads and recreation development (pages l3-l5, 30). Some access and

recreational facilities would be permitted at the upper and lower

ends of the Gorge. The visual quality objective of "retention" would

continue (Letter 16).

- Habitat diversity (page 3i). This subject is addressed in more

detail in the Forest plans (Letter l6).

- Black bear habitat (page ll). Potential conflicts with river

floaters and other recreation activities would be addressed in the

river management plan (Letter 16).

- Boater-fisherman conflicts. This has not been identified as a

problem on the Nolichucky (study segment). Future problems would be

addressed in the river management plan (Letters l6 and i9).

- Unique geologic values (page 5, 7, 29, 31). These values would be

protected with Wild and Scenic River designation by prohibiting water

developments in the Gorge (Letters 5 and i2).

- Historic Lost Cove Area (page 17). Lost Cove is primarily private

land and is not on the Register of Historic Places. Wild and Scenic

River designation would include the Lost Cove area (Letters 43 and

44).

The above issues are addressed in this report as they relate to the study

recommendations, and where they are specific to the river corridor. They are

described in general in the Forest plans, and would be further addressed in

the river management plan if the river is designated.

The Forest Service chose to retain Alternative B as its preferred

alternative. Alternative C, which includes an additional 0.8 miles from the

confluence with Mine Branch downstream to the railroad bridge was recommended

by some of the reviewers. The high percentage of private land was a major

factor in deciding not to include this segment in the Forest Service

Recommendation.
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UnitedStatesWinn"MhhcInterior£5:

UiHCEOFENVIRONMENTALPROJECTRl'\iii“

WASHINGTON,B.C.20240

ER87/1226JAN221988

ForestSupervisor

CherokeeNationalForest

2800NorthOcoeeRoad

P.O.Box2010

Cleveland,Tenne§ee37311

DearSir:

.

m a: L
:a
2 N

‘I

I)3 u: c

inresponsetoyourrequestforcommentsconcerningthedraftwildandscenicriver-=
reportandenvironmentalimpactstatementfortheNolichuckyRiver,thefollowing

remarksareprovided.

 

inaddition,sincetheBureauofLandManagement(BLM)permitsFederalmineral

activitiesinbothNorthCarolinaandTennessee,itisrequestedthattheBLMbekept

_jnformedastotheprogressofthedesignationprocess.iftheproposedareaisclassified

asscenic,theBLMshouldbeinvolvedinthereviewofproposedstipulationsand/or

operatingrequirementsthatwouldbeplacedonanyBLMpermittedactivities.Potential

lesseesshouldbemadeawareofoperatingrequirementspriortoaleaseofferingor

prospectingpermit.

TwoFederally-listedthreatenedspeciesofplants,theBlueRidgegoldenrod(Solidago

spithamaea)andHeller'sblazingstar(Liatrishelleri)mayoccurintheimpactarea0the

proposedproject.TheServiceshouldfollowproceduresforSection7consultation

containedintheEndangeredSpeciesActand50CFRPart402.Arequestforsection7

activitiesshouldbeaddresedtotheFieldSupervisor,AshevllleFieldOffice,U.S.Fish

andWildlifeService,100OtisAvenue,Asheville,NorthCarolina28801.

inadditioninordertomakethediscusionofthreatenedandendangeredspeciesmar;

complete,itissuggestedthatthefollowinginformationbeIncludedinthelfinalrepogseu'

ElS.AccordingtorecordsoftheFishandWildlifeService‘:(FWS)Cookevllle,Tell“ FieldOffice,theAmericanperegrinefalcon(Falcoerrinusanatum)historically

nestedintheNolichuckyGorge.AlthoughnonestsEveEenreportedrecently’are“

offspringofbirdsreintroducedinwesternNorthCarolinamaybegintonestmthe

again.Also,thefollowingcandidateplantsspeciesmayoccurinthegorge:

Cliff-green.Paxistimacanbyi Bentavens-Geumeniculatum

Roanfalsegoat'sbeard-AsttlbeCi‘t'imllllinl

Broadleafcoreopsis-Coreopstslat:Ollu

Piratebush-Buskleyadistichhlla

Carey'ssaxifrage-Sexifragacareyana

hhite-leavedsunflower-Helianthusglaucophvllus

Spreadingavens-Geumradiatum

Gray'sLily.Liliumgravi

Mountainpurplebluet-Hedyotispurpureavar.montana

Roseroot-Sedumroseavar.roanensis
Gray'ssaxifrage.Saxifragecarohniana

ThesespeciesarenotprotectedbytheEndangeredSpeciesAct,buttheyarebeing

consideredforlistinginthefuture.

Thankyoufortheopportunitytocommentonthedocument.

Sincerely,

inthediscussionofmineralresourcesintheAffectedEnvironmentChapter,weconcur

withtheremarkthattheabsenceofnearbymarketsmakesandandgravelexploration

anddevelopmentunlikelyanduneconomical.Also,thebariteprospectsmentionedthat
occurapproximately3milessouthofUnakaSpringsaretoosmallandtoofarfromthe

projectareatobeaffected.Notnotedinthediscussion,however,isasmallmanganese
prospectlocatedonemileoutsidetheproposedwildandscenicstudyarea.Althoughthe prospectmaybetoosmallandtoodistanttobenegativelyaffected,itissuggestedthat

themanganseoccurrencebementionedinthefinaldocument.

I /'4/l

/

tvr'b _-BruceBlanchard,Director _

OfficeofEnvironmentalProjectReview
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TheHonorableDouglasW.MacCleerya,

DeputyAssistantSecretaryfor,Q‘q

NaturalResourcesandEnvironmentI.

DepartmentofAgricultureL‘

Washington,D.C.20250/

‘V

DearMr.Secretary:AiDLw¢

ThisisinresponsetoyourletterofNovember6,1987to

theSecretaryoftheArmyregardingthedraftWildandScenic

RiverStudyReport/EnvironmentalImpactStatementforthe

NolichuckyRiver.Wehavenocommentstoofferonthisissueas

itrelatestotheArmy'smilitaryactivities.Aseparate

HonorableGeorgeS.Dunlop

AssistantSecretaryNaturalResourcesandEnvironment

U.S.DepartmentofAgriculture

Washington,DC20250

DearMr.HacCleery:

ghing_ypu.fortheopportunitytoreviewandcommentonthedraft

WildandScenicRiverStudyReport/EnvironmentalImpactStatement

fortheNolichuckyRiverinTennesseeandNorthCarolina.The

preferredalternativeisdesignationofa7.2-milesegmentofthe

NolichuckyGorgeasacomponentoftheNationalWildandscenic

RiversSystem.Thesegmentoftheriverproposedfordesignation

islocatedwithinthePisgahandCherokeeNationalForests.

responseisbeingprovidedregardingtheArmy'scivilworks

interests.

Wenotefromthedraftreportthattheproposedscenicriver

corridorincludesanactiverailroadownedbyCSXTransportation.

Railoperationswouldnotbeaffected,butCSXTransportation

wouldberequiredtomanagetherailroadlandinamanner

consistentwiththescenicdesignation,andtheForestService

wouldintensifyitseffortstokeeppeopleawayfromtherailroad

tracksasrecreationaluseoftheGorgeincreases.

Sincerely

TheDepartmentofTransportationhasnocommentstoofferonthe

,CorpofEngineers

proposal.

'et,ArmyEvironmentalOffice

antSectryforPolicy

anaxrnttrnat1Affairs
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USDEPARTMENTOFMmoUMANDEVELOPMENt

NOV:0an

DearMr.Dunlop:

ThisisinresponsetoyourletterofNovember6,1987to

SecretaryPierce,requestingreviewandconsentsontheDraftwild

andScenicRiverStudyReport/EnvironmentalImpactStatementon

theNolichuckyRiverinNorthCarolinaandTennessee.Thereport

isbeingsenttoourAtlantaRegionalEnvironmentalfieldstaff

havingresponsibility{orthatprojectarea.

TheRegionalEnvironmentalClearanceOfficerwillcoordinate

thereviewandconsolidateappropriatecoanentsinaresponse directlytoyou.Thankyoufortheopportunitytoreviewthe

StudyReport.‘

HonorableGeorgeS.Dunlop

AssistantSecretaryof

DepartmentofAgriculture

washington,DC20250

nice5.Golec

eputyAssistantSecretaryfor

ProgramDevelopment

Sincerely,
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EDUARDG.RIEKERT

Director,BasinandArea

PlanningDivision

Ths$04Co‘seal-o‘Seneca

-sa‘age‘cyofme'o_m

Deovvm'o'Aqncvmls

  

rv

9.ItshouldprobablybenotedinTable11-2(page10)thattheaverageand

maximumlevelsoffecalcoliformbacteriashownareexcessivefor

water-contactrecreation.Inaddition,itmaybeappropriateinthissection

todiscusswhatmanagementpracticesmaybenecessaryforwater-contact

recreationiftheywillbeaffectedbytheseexcessivelevelsoffecal

coliforms.

umoaSm“SoilPOBox2890

thuenmnntol(2wnenmmu\“nmhngmn.D(2,

WWW20013JAN‘3.1)

SUBJECT:BAP-OAR-WildandScenicRivers.NolichuckyRiver,

NorthCarolina8TennesseeFILECODE:150-7

T0:EverettTowle,Director,LandManagementPlanning,

ForestService

Weappreciatetheopportunitytoreviewthe"WildandScenicRiverStudy
ReportandDraftEnvironmentalImpactStatementontheNolichuckyRiver."

isagreewithyourrecommendationtoincludethe7.2milesegmentoftheriver

intheNationalWildandScenicRiverSystemIlthascenicclassification.

Thisdesignationwouldbeappropriateconsideringtheoutstandinggeologicand

scenicqualitiesoftheNolichuckyRivergorge,theopportunityforan

excellentwhitewaterriverexperienceinthearea,andthefavorablepublic

responsetothisproposal.

Severalcommentsandsuggestionsareattachedforyourconsiderationduring

preparationofthefinalreport.

Q

SCaJSGI'Q

Enclosure

1.The"HaterQuality‘section(pages8-9)needstobeeditedtoinclude

Tennesseedatainparagraphs4and5.Informationisavailablein“Statusof
HaterQualityinTennessee,305(b)Report,"datedAugust1986;Acopyofthe

publicationcanbeobtainedfromtheTennesseeDepartmentofHealthand

Environment,OfficeofWaterManagement,150NinthAvenue,North,Nashville,

TN57219-5405.Theirtelephonenumberis(615)741-6610.

2.TheEnvironmentalProtectionAgency'swaterqualitycriterianeedtobe

usedinTable11-2(page10)sincebotnNorthCarolinaandTennesseewaters

areinvolved.

4.TheTennesseeDepartmentofHealthandEnvironmentshouldbeaddedtothe

listofagenciesinChapterVI.

..'
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ilr.DonaldL.RollansFEB16I939
Thiswillbeofbenefittothosewhoviewtheriverfromitsbankswhile

légtzjf7proposedrenovaloftrashanddebrisbetweentheroadandtheriver.

fishingorfromthewaterwhilefloating.

ifyouhavequestionsconcerningourcomments,pleasefeelfreeto

contactRooseveltT.AllenoftheDivisionofLandandEconomicResources

attelephonenumber(615)632-3189.Pleasesendustwocopiesofthe

.d..

HrDonalLRollensfinalreportwhenitisavailable.

Sincerly,

  

  

Bond,Manager

OfficeofIaturalResources
andEconomicDevelopment

DearMr.Rollens:

ThankyouforyourletterofOctober30,1987,andtheopportunity

Hesupportthisdesignationbecauseoftheoutstandingqualityof

recreation,scenic,andgeologicresourcesoftheIolichuckyRiver

gorge.Theproposedmanagementapproachappearsappropriatetoprotect theseresources.IoongoingorplannedTVAprojectoractivitywillbe

affectedbydesignatingthissegmentoftheriverforinclusioninthe

nationalsystem.Thefollowingspecificcommentsareprovidedforyour

considerationinpreparingthefinalreport.

Thestatementsonpage11thatnothreatenedorendangeredwildlifeor

plantspeciesarepresentintheareaarecorrectonlyinrelationto

federallylistedspecies.SeveralspecieslistedbytheStateof

Tennesseehavebeenidentifiedinthestudyarea.Theseincludeclimbing

fumatory(Adlumiafungosa)andFrasersedge(cyggphyllusfraseri).both

listedasthreatenedinTennessee.andswamploosestrife(Lysimachia

terrestris).listedasofspecialconcerninTennessee.Thelatter

TennesseeVALLeYAuvnonrrv

KNOIVILLE.TENNESSEE8

FE816I983

ForestSupervisor

U.S.DepartmentofAgriculture

ForestService

P.O.Box2010

Cleveland.Tennessee37320

tocementonyourwildandScenicRiverStudyReportandDraft

gnviggngentalImpggtStgtenentontheNolichuckyRiverinTennessee
andNorthCarolina.Thestatementiswellpreparedandcoversall

aspectsofdesignationthoroughly.

speciestypicallyoccuronsandbars.Otherspeciesoccurinthe

additionalareaincludedinalternativeC.Thesearesapsuck(Buckleya

distichophylla)andasaxifrage(Saxifragacareyana).bothcategory2

candidatespeciesforFederallisting.aswellasabushhoneysuckle

(Diervillasessilifoliavar.rivularis).listedasthreatenedin

Tennessee.Sincethesespeciesmayalsooccurfurtherupstreaminthe

gorge,weagreethatadditionalstudiesinthegorgearedesirable.The

peregrinefalcon(Falcoperegrinus).federallylistedasendangered.

formerlynestedwithinthegorge.

 
 

Inregardtoalternativesconsidered(pages21-26).TVArecommends

selectionofalternativeCoverthepreferredone(alternative8).

becausealternativeCprovidesgreaterprotectionforthelowerpartof

theNolichuckygorge.AnotherbenefitofferedbyalternativeCisthe

6"V



Mr.GeorgeA.Olson,ForestSupervisor

NationalForestsinNorthCarolina

PostOfficeBuilding

PK).Box2750

Asneville,NorthCarolina28802

SneppaN.Moore,Chief

:EPAReviewStaff

mvironnentalAssessmentBranch

 

\ltl)Ht“Hkfiil

1i‘\ll\\ifl

Xovembcr18,1987
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Again,:hankyoutoryourcourtesy.

Sincere b

UNITEDSTATESENVIRONMENTALPROTECTIONAGENCY

REGIONIV

845COURTLAND‘TREE?

ATLANTA,GEORGIA30!‘!

JAN121988

4PM-BA/HJN

Subject:DraftEnviromuentalImpactforN01ichuckyRiverDesignation

EPAbogNO.:D-AFS-E61065-OO

DearMr.Olson:

TheEnvironmentalProtectionAgency(EPA)hasreviewedthewildand.
ScenicRiverStudyReportandDraftEnvirormentalInpactStatanent(0615)

ontheNolichuckyRiver,MitchellandYanceyCounties,NCandunicoi

County,TN.weagreewiththestudy'sconclusionsregardingtheeligibility

andsuitabilityofthissegmentoftheNolichuckyRiverforinclusionin

theNationalwildandScenicRiversQzstem.SuchNationaldesignationwill

provideimportantfocusfortheprotectionofthisuniquenaturalresource,

Inadditiontothespecificprotectionprovidedundertheprovisionsof

thewildandScenicRiversAct,wewouldalsoencouragetheclosecooperation

05federal,Stateandlocalagenciestoensureconpatiblelandmanagement

practicesoutsidethedesignatedboundariesinordertoprotectthe

River'swaterquality.Managementpracticeswithinthedesignatedarea

shouldemphasisprotectionofthenaturalqualitiesofthegorge.Irv

conpatibleactivities,tothegreatestextentpossible,shouldbephased

outand/orprohibited.

BasoiOnourreviewoftheDEIS,weratetheproposedactionas"'"

(Lac.ofObjections).

weappreciatetheopportunityofconrnentingonthisDEIS.Ifyouhave

a'ivquestionsregardingourcommentspleasecallHeinzJ.‘Hellerat

5"’:257-3776.

Ly

...‘

i?§§§f%‘i

StateofTennessee

‘'

Mr.GeorgeS.Dunlop

AssistantSecretary

NaturalResourcesandEnvironment

DepartmentofAgriculture

OfficeoftheSecretary

Washington,D.C.20250i

_''

DearMr.Dunlop:Aft‘

OnbehalfofGovernorMcWherter,letzzfacknowledgeand

thankyouforyourletterdatedNovemr6andtheenclosed

copyoftheWildandScenicRiverStudyReportandDraft

EnvironmentalImpactStatementontheNolichuckyRiver. Mr.Dunlop,GovernorHcUherterappreciatesyourmaking
thisinformationavailabletohisofficeandIamtakit;

thelibertyofsharingacopywithCommissionerfilter:

GillcftheTennesseeDepartoentofConservationforhis

reviewandconsideration.

e\

utiveAssistant

‘‘‘s‘

l‘

L''
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WASHINGYON.DC20510

January30,1955.

91bScenicCt.

Kingsport,TNiT'lf

December29,19:‘

DonaldL.Rollens

CherokeeNationalForestForestSupervisor

2800NorthOcoeeRoadCherokeeNationalForest

P.O.Box2310Box2010

Cleveland,Tennessee3‘311Cleveland,TN37320

-.LectoriSalutem:

wearhr.Rollens:

‘ ..IwouldurgeForestServicesupportofDEISAlternativec:1

_ape>_.t;r'ca39...’ddnd,_

-aF,figflgsegtudy522013’aidsoiagiciiif€orlll:;112;p;:€S£:.e:éq.ontheNolichuckyRiver,withaddedmileagetothevehiculartr';ge

\\'?n-2,‘.".-'-'Y‘~v‘~4‘~''~'Wk’'‘k'v7v-s-Q

theNolichuckyRiverPleaseincludethismaterialinyourdecisionnearmile9'5'Thisadditlonalmileageisneededt9pr"e'

'”'“'"theentrancetothegorgefromadversedevelopment,and

r'1a-'

a‘n8Pr°c“33coordinatemanagementofitwiththeforestServicecast21‘:

IaninterestedintheNolichuckyRiver,andwouldappreciateanitake'outPoint,andshouldbedesignatedscenic

learningofdevelopmentsonthisprojectastneyoccur.I
IfurtherurgetheForestServicetorecommendclassificatzt

Thankyouforyourtimeandattentiontothisrequest.Ilookoftheportionoftheriverfromtheaforementionedbridge::

forwardtohearingfromyouinthenearfuture.theTH81bridgenearCrossboadsGroceryasRecreational.$1-5

sectionishcrvilyusedfortubing,cenoeing,fishing,swirziti.

incerely,rafting,kayaking,picnicing,andrecreationalvieui.‘frc:

adjacentroads.Itisthreatenedbyadversedevelopment.

,Toprotectrecreationalvaluesandmaintaincurrentusetatterfis

Alba":GoreJ”.oftheland,sceniceasementsmightbenecessary.Sevil'sliffifi; Usj‘senatoé‘Glassiswidelyrecognizedasauniquegeologicalpnenozenaa_::g

'thisstretch.BigRockandSandyBeachareheavilyused:;;e:;-e

AG/wemanUpperEastTennessee,andinneedofmanagementto:ai:ta;:

enclosurerecreationalvalues.

Bothoftheabovesuggestedadditionsmeetthereouire:e::

,

-

WildahdScenicRiversAct.Irecreateinandalongthe:fre:-e:.-v.

Sincerely,

6fr"nM'

.__/axjx"l_\

L.PowellFoster

LL"V



m
'
r
.

i
z
r
u
i
r
r
c
c
.

.
fi
c
s
t
t
t
.
.
.

c
u
m
“

x
c
n

w
v
A
w
u
o

“
m
e
n

m
p
h
-
w
h
o
m

H
W
C
C
N
U
'
.

.
.
‘
n
I
O
L
I
U
P

h
o
m
d
v
u
w
a
n
m

u
v
w
h
o
h

u
u
o
fl
fl
n
a

.
&
r
fl
m
c
n
h

.
b
r

 

_
w
a
v
u
m
u
c
d
m

.
h
w
>
~
h

w
x
v

w
c
o
fl
m

m
w
u
c
m
r
u

u
c
k
r
m
n
m
c
m
c

m
c
m

a
n
d
:

r
h
m
h
u
o
m

m
0

0
“

r
r
w
m
o
h

H
L
N
H
N
Q
Q
L
Q
Q

o
n

m
a

w
u
m
n
u

“
w
o
w

v
a
c

1
o
fl
u
q
u
c
m
n
r
o
o
m
u

m
u
n

u
p
“
:

w
w
h
w
m

n
a
h

o
w

H
m
u
n

m
c
o
m
e
c
p

m
r
u

M
o

n
w
w

m
m
fl
c
o

m
u
m

w
m
m
m
h

.
u
w
h
h
o
c
m
fl
m

w
u
w

~
n
.
v
r
‘
:

.
m
h
u
y
fl
c

c
u

v
"
c
u
o
u
w
e

m
m
w
u
u
m

fl
m
r
fi
fl
u
d
v
m
u
u

w
k
“

m
u

fl
fl
m
x

m
m

m
w
h
n
m

c
\
-

n
r
c

@
‘
e
u
u
fl
>
d
v
u
m

r
c
fl
u
u
m
u

h
w
u
m
u
c
v
fl
r
u

v
u
fl
u
o
h
u

m
y
“

m
fl
w
m
h
m
v
v
w

n
v
w
w
m
w

h
m
m
w

w
a
r

“
H

.
o
m
n

fl
m
u
o
fi

u
u
fl
u
u
w
e
u

0
c
m

c
o
fl
u
m
fl
q
w
m
h

u
c
m
fi
u
h
m
>
o
w

w
m
w
w
h
u
c
fl

w
fl
.
h
u

n
v
?
|
u
¢
m

U
a
w
n

m
m
“
!

N
.
“

w
r
u

“
c

c
n
fl
n
m
r
u
fl
w
w
v

“
m
y
”

o
n
m
d
a
m
n

N

m
-
v
J
H
\
~
n
0
M
c
a

w
;
u

v
c
d
v
a
fl
u
r
fl

.
;
i
n
m
w
r
w
n
v
o
o
m
u

n
c
w
p
h
n
u

m
.
w
v
fl
n
h
w
m

u
m
w
h
c
m

m
y
”

0
“

c
o
d
u
d
m
o
n
n
o

c
o
w
m
m
h
u
x
m

m
a
‘
y

m
h
w
n
n
o

.
v
c
m
p

h
m
z
u
o

m
u
u

.
P
.

.
w
w
w
o
u

c
o
d
u
m
q
u
fl
w

w
n
u

m
c
fl
m
fi
w
h

w
a
r
“

.
m
u
n
w
m

u
m

H
m
m

N
e
w

m
4

.
u
m
u
m

r
‘
H
a
m

o
c
fl
u
h
Q
w
u
v
m

w
c
v
o
u
w

c
o
_
p
m
>
h
w
m
c
0
o

h
o

d
m
u
c
w
i
c
o
u
fl
>
c
o

v
o
N
fl
c
m
w
u
o

>
c
m

N
u
m
b
?
“

“
0
c
o
w

H
v
a
n

.
u
w
u
m
n
m

w
n
u

o
u
c
fl

h
w
a
fl
h

w
r
u

M
o

u
u
m
a

m
c
m

w
c
d
u
m
fl
m

c
‘

m
u
c
w
n
u
fl
u
w
c
o
o

>
c

w
n

m
w
w
m
o
h
n
x
o

u
w
w
h
w
u
c
w

m
fi
u
u
w
fi

>
u
0
>

w
e
)

m
u
m
s
“

h
m
u
m
n
v
h
w
s
u

v
c
c

.
m
w
w
h
o
c
o
u

w
e
“

w
u
o
w
w
n

m
m
)

H
M
H
n
w
e

Q
L
M
U

o
c
u

w
c
d
u
s
o

.
.
L
Q
C
E
O
Q
Q
O

.
.
fi
f
r
n

a
.
.
.
H
d
c
o
u

q
.
.
(
r
m
.
c
o
fl
m
m
T
r
o
u

.
n
fl
fl
m
p

c
fl
m
c
m
h

m
m
w
u
n

o
m
m
fi

m
g
“

“
0

m
r
b
fl
m
n
fl
u
v
o
u

m
z
u

w
>
m
fl
fl
w
n

H
.
c
w
u
w
>
w

H
m
h
m
u
m
w

w
n
u

c
a

c
o
fl
w
s
fi
u
c
fl

n
u
s
w

h
o
w

“
w

A
“

w
a
n

m
o

w
h
o
a

w
c
m

u
w
u
u
o
h
w
h

c
u
fl
r
u

.
m
m
m
fl

c
“

v
w
u
w
fl
n
L
o
o

>
c
s
u
w

w
n
u

m
n

w
m
r
m
fl
m
m
u
o
u
u
m

m
m
)

m
a
r
k

.
u
o
u
m
w
m

m
u
w
>
H
m

v
a
c
u
u
m

n
c
o

v
H
N
S

w
z
u

m
o

m
e
w
v
o
u

w
u
fl
u
u
.
o
u
a

o
n
“

c
“

u
o
>
fl
h

w
n
u

“
0

w
h
e
n

w
c
o

m
c
w
n
n
fl
u
c
fl

M
o
m
u
d
fl
i
n
m
u
fi
m
o
n

v
c
m

m
u
fl
fl
fl
o
fl
m
m
w
u

w
c
u

c
fl
m
u
h
m
u
m
o

0
“

m
m
;

d
fi
fl
n

m
u
n

U
0

w
m
o
n
u
s
a

m
p
h

.
A
-
w
r
m
o

.
4

.
m
v

m
r
m
d

.
m

w
u
n
n
c
m
n

n
o

x
m
fl

o
u
c
d

v
w
c
w
fl
w

m
m
:

n
e
w

"
b
e
"

c
“

u
c
w
c
c
u
a
o
n
v
m

fl
m
c
o
fl
w
m
w
u
m
c
o
o

m
a
“

0
“

M
"
M
a

“
m
u
n

v
o
w
m
m
a

m
m
:

s
o
d
a
)

fl
m
fl
n
m
n
n
:
h
h
.
c
m

o
u
c
fl

w
o
u
m
p
o
a
u
o
o
c
fl

m
m
:

H
H
fl
n

m
p
h

.
m
>
m
H

.
v

u
w
n
o
u
u
o

c
0
c
v
u
w
m
m

m
~
w
>
~
m

v
a
c
u
u
m

v
c
m

v
fl
fl
x

m
u
g

c
“

c
o
d
m
w
fl
u
c
d

fi
m
fl
u
c
w
u
o
a

h
o
w

u
m
p
fl
n

w
m
x
u
a
z
u
~
fl
n
fi

m
s
“

“
0

c
w
u
m

c
fl
a
n

w
u
fl
u
c
w

m
p
“

m
o

m
h
s
u
m

w
>
d
w
c
w
n
w
h
a
t
o
u

w
n
e
w

@
c
"
v
~
>
o
.
a

~
>
~
o
~

.
m

.
:
w
o
u
u
fi
o
p
u
r
fl

M
.
w
p
m
J
m
m
n

m
a
t

2
0
>

m
4

-. .-_-_

.
m
c
c
m
w
o
h

“
o

“
@
3
2
2
:

c
y
o
u

c
o
fi
u
e
u
w
u
fl
m
m
m
fi
u
u
i
c
u
m

a
n
u
"
:

-
c
v
u
m
>
m

m
u
w
>
fl
m

u
d
c
w
u
w

n
e
w

v
i
“
:

w
n
u

c
a

m
m
n
a
d
u
c
w

o
n

u
w
>
w
m

>
w
x
o
s
c
o
fl
fl
n
fi

2
3

.
5
E
Q
E
T
J
,
3
?
.

m
.
“

0
~
5
3

c
o

u
fl
é
w
t
.
.
o
w
u
m
5

.
.
fi
o
a
n
d
m

“
0
c
0
c

M
u
r
n
,

w
u
c
u
m

c
h

g
m
“
)

“
.
~
v
>
#
m
>
z
u
fi
n
u
a
d
u
h

m
s
“

o
c
fl
o
u
w
o
w
u

c
o
w
u
c
r
c
z
L

l
n
o
u
w
k

w
.
w
w
o
>
:
m

u
u
w
u
o
m

0
:
“

“
0
.
.
s

c
.
.

o
u
w
.
.
.
.

h
o
w

t
e
>

x
c
n
fi
v

W
W
“

A

u
m
c
w
fl
fl
o
m

v
o
m
i
t

“
c
a
n

"
u

#
2
,
:

.
0
m
k
u
fl
.
fi
p
.

m
~
m
0
~
H
i
5
8
9
2
i
.

5
5
5
2
:
;

a
5
5

‘
‘
‘
.
‘
.
‘
l
s
l
p
‘
.

l
l
l
l

a
s
i
s

2
.
3
%
@
2
2
3

2
:
3
$
8
9
6
9

..............

2
4
a

‘
a
s
h
8
‘
I
‘
’

‘
‘
t
;

1
'
.

‘
I
Q
\
J
-
w

3
1
V

.
,

a

f

‘
!
!
.
D
!
8
i
.

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
s
s
.
.

e
s

-
n
n
n
v
.

2
.

 

.
u
w

.
o
u
o
u

u
u
o
c
d
m

n
o
u
n
c
w
m

U
w
n
w
o
w

.
m

m
a
c
a
w

p
o
u
m
c
o
m

c
w
fi
fl
d
u
o

.
:

w
o
u
n
d

c
m
e
n
m
w
u
n
c
o
u

"
v
u

w
>
~
u
u
u
m
x
u

>
u
c
u
o
)

c
n
n
o
c
o

m
u

.
m

Q
}

Q
N

A
n
n
“

u
o
>

u
u
a
o
w

.
v
o
u
w
w
o
v
w
u

>
fl
d
s
u
u
u
u
a
n
v
u

w
_

m
n
w
m
a

m
a
n
“

u
m

m
v
o
n

m
u
n
“

n
o

n
U
M
U
U
Q

w
c
u

“
o

c
o
w
u
m
u
m
v
d
m
c
o
u

n
9
0
»

 

.
v
w
u
m
n
u
e
o
c

0
n

D
a
n
e
)

n
w
u
o

m
c
u

c
“

w
c
d
x
d
n

“
n
o

m
c
d
c
n
d
u

o
u

m
m
w
u
u
o

u
w
c
u

o
m
fl
d

.
w
c
d
u
u
o
u

d
n
a
u
u
u
fi
fi
o
u

c
o

u
u
o
u
u
o

w
>
fl
u
o
w
m
c

o
w
>
m
c

v
fl
s
o
u

Q
u
i
z
:

o
o
u
o

0
5
p

:
0

w
c
o
d
u
u
fl
u
u
n
w
u

M
u
u
m
v
w
w

m
a
m
a

0
U

m
w
o
a
e
fl

D
H
B
O
J

h
v
a
u
m

m
w
c
u

U
0

n
c
o
d
u
o
v
c
w
fi
é
o
u
o
u

w
c
u

u
o
c
u

c
o
q
w
n
d
fi
u
o
u

m
c
u

v
0

n
s
n
c
o
m
c
o
u

~
m
u
m
c
w
m

w
n
u

n
o
:

u
“

.
>
v
u
~
m

v
o
c
o
fl
u
a
o
u

w
>
o
n
m

w
c
u

c
“

w
w
v
c
o
fi
e
o
u
w
u

n
u

e
w
u
m
w
m

n
u
w
>
~
¢

v
a
c
u
u
m

0
c
m

v
fl
d
z

~
m
c
o
fl
u
m
2

w
n
u

c
“

c
o
w
n
s
fl
u
c
w

n
o
w

2
9

.
c
fl
a
u
m

0
c
m

.
u
.
z

.
u
o
q
s
a
o
m

c
w
w
a
u
m
n

“
0
2
m

>
x
u
a
z
u
fl
~
o
z
2
:

m
0

c
o
fl
u
u
o
a

0
2
6

m
o
u

~
.
~

m
a
y

w
u
o
c
o
q
m
w
v

o
u

~
o
n
o
a
o
u
u

o
n
“

u
n
o
a
a
o

o
u

©
m
u
o
>

m
m
m
d

.
w
fi

w
u
m
a
c
m
w

c
o
d
n
n
w
m

u
o
fl
a
w
w
u

c
“

m
c
d
u
w
w
e

c
o
d
m
n
w
s
e
o
u

>
u
c
s
o
u

fl
o
u
fl
c
s

w
c
h

n
u
fl
m

p
a
w
n

fl
w
o
u
m
m

.
q
.
m

.
w
v
m
v
o
m

.
4
.
m

u
o
>
~
m

>
x
u
a
z
u
fl
fl
o
z

w
n
u

c
o

u
c
o
e
o
u
o
u
w

u
u
o
Q
E
H

fl
m
u
c
w
e
c
o
u
fi
>
c
m

w
c
m

u
u
o
a
v
m

m
n
n
u
m

u
w
>
~
m

u
d
c
u
u
m

0
c
m

U
H
“
!

"
m
m

-
n
>
n

2
P

.
©
c
n
~
w
>
v
~
u

o
~
o
~

n
o
w

.
0
.
“

u
n
o
u
o
m

d
u
c
o
w
u
o
z

w
o
x
o
u
o
c
u

u
o
n
d
>
u
u
a
a
m

u
n
u
u
o
m

m
m
m
d

.
-

>
u
o
s
c
o
w

=
i
w
c
l
i
;

r
.
‘

_
:
.
‘
:
-
‘
\

=
.
:
‘
:
1
!
!
!

I
‘
F
I
‘
O
Q

:
-
i

‘
I
v
a
-
:
5
0

m
g
:

8
.
2
3
8

-
-
n
-
n
v
~
.
"
n
.
.
n
v
~
1
-
o
v

0
Q
1
Q
~
H
‘
‘
Z
u
Z
.
0
»
.
s
.
.

.
‘
0
*

‘
0
.
0
3
2
0

-
Q
0
l

>
h
2
b
0
0
_
O
O
=
<
D

 

A-lZ



we
1,9584‘

Mr

  

V__\0’“DUN\l-HH!SYKTE0H-\'H'H|‘ol\\|

\LD\lc‘llUlflJlmL“Auk()nk‘\L\-‘rJ."“Qll

6"“-sawvulr.usq“:r=_:a~‘:"""“""‘"""'

ifilv‘l‘4|IQ"?

Mr.DonaldRollens

DepartmentofAgriculture

P.O.Box2010

Cleveland.Tennessee37320

SUBJECT:CHTNl22287-0llWildandScenicRiverStsiyReportandDraftEnvironmental

ImpactStatementontheNolichuckyFir‘

InaccordancewithPresidentialExecutiveOrders.IE‘Zand12416andwithGubernatorial
ExecutiveOrder58,thisofficeservesasthedesLgnatedStateClearinghouseforfederal

activitiesandgrantsreview.

Heareherebynotifyingyouthatthisofficeisrescindingtheconditioncontainedin

ourletterfortheabovementionedprojectdated3e:ember22.1987andaresubstituting
theconditionslistedbelow.Hearerecommendingapprovaliftheseconditionsarenet:

‘J

0

Seetheattachedlettersforcommentsf7::theTennesseeHildlifeResources

AgencyandtheDepartmentofConserva:1:1.

Thislettershouldbeattachedtotheapplicationandbecomeapermanentpartofthe

projectfile.Anyinvolvedfederalagencyshotl'respondinwritingtothisofficeif
thereareproblemscomplyingwithourcoments.TheaboveStateClearinghouseidentifi cationNumbershouldbeplacedintheappropriateflockonthefederalapplicationform.

Theappropriatefundingagencywillnowberevie-zr;ourrecommendation.ifwecanbe

offurtherassistance.pleasedonothesitatet?':::actus.TENNESSEESTATICPLAS\I\(;(IllIf!’

January[9,198888-0526

DearMr.Rollens:

1.Portionsoftheproposedprojectarel:'s:edinafloodhazardarea.Any

constructionshouldbeincomplianceuit-theNationalFloodInsuranceProgram.

Sincerely.

_caA

lI<we

e'/weof)w-084%“
CharlesU.Brown

Director.StateClearinghouse

CHBzmcp

cc:FirstTennesseeDevelopmentDistrict

CongressmanJamesQuillen
f.5.Dept.ofAgriculture

LL"V
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TENNESSEEDEPARTMENTOFCONSERVATION

r0‘lflOADWAv

ELBERTT.GILL,JR.NASHVILLE

COMMISSIODII372115237

January6,1988

Mr.CharlesBrown,Director

Statelearinghouse

307JohnSevierStateOfficeBuilding

Nashville,TN37219-5082

ScenicRiverStudy/E15:NolichuckyRiver

dearMr.Brown;

MystafihasreviewedtheDraftWildandScenicRiver

Study/EnvironmentalImpactStatementontheNolichuckyRiverandagrees withthepreferredalternative(Alternative8).Thisalternativewould

allowpresentagricultureandrelatedusesonprivatelandtocontinueand

wouldrequirenolandpurchaseexceptonawillingsellerbasis.This

shouldeaseanyconcernoftheadjacentlandowners.Thisflexibilityis

p>ssiblesincemostofthegorgeisalreadyundermanagementoftheU.S.

ForestService.

Federalmanagementoftheproposedareaismostappropriateinthi

case.Thescenicclassificationisbestforprotectionofthisrelatively

natural.pastoralandundevelopedrivercorridor.ThefiolicnuckyGorge

hasoutstandingandranarkablescenic.recreationalandgeologicalvalues

ofnationalsignificance.AlternativeBwillbestpromotethis

recreationalresourcewhileprotectingitsscenicandgeologicalvaluesin

afreeflowingstate.

12

Mr.

Brown

January6,1988

Page2

Ifyouhaveanyquestion,pleasefeelfreetocontactBobAllen

(742-6685)forfurtherassistance.IthankyoufortheopportunityLi

reviewandconnentonthisexcellentreport.

Sincerely,

£12.'...fii/iazt-is

ELBERTT.GILL,JR.

Ctxnnissioner

ERSIbaa

CC

GovernorMcwherter(Attn:BettyS.Haynes)

DonRollens.CherokeeRationalForest

BobPack,TennesseeDepartmentofTransportation,Officeof

RailsandWaterways

BillyStair

RuthNeff
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TENNESSEEWILDLIFERESOURCESAGENCY

ELUNGTONAGmCuLTuRALCCNTER

P0BOX40747

NASHVILLE,YLNNESSEE37204

January8.1988

Mr.CharlesBrown.Director

StateReviewProcess

StatePlanningOffice

1800JamesK.PolkBuilding

Nashville.

CH88-0526_)

anScenicRiverStudyReportandDraft
ElSonNolichuckyRiver.U.S.ForestService

  

re:

DearCharles:

 

 

bluesucker(gfcleptusslongatus).Statethreatened sharpheaddarter(Etheostomaacuticeps)-Stateendangered

highfincarpsucker(Carpiodesvelifer)-Statedeemed"InSeed

TENNESSEEDEPARTMENTOFCONSERVATION

owussowOFFORESTRY

701BROADWAY

NASv-WILLETENNESSE372‘952."

DecemberQ,Ion:

AForestService

r.

seeNati>:alForest

\ \‘

P.i).Box33157

Cleveland,Tennessee37320

DearDon:

wehavereviewedtheWildandScenicStudyReportand EnvironmentalTmnactStatementfortheNolichuckyRiverand concludethatAlternativeB,whichdesignates7.2milesof theriverbetweenPoplar,NorthCarolinaandapointwhere MineBranchflowsintotheNolichucky.isthepreferred alternativeforconsiderationoftheRiverasawildand

srenicrivet.

Reappreciatetheopnnrtunitvtocomment.

Sincerely,

\/}ZZ;f‘-C:'-¢{;;%;k£!€é¢d$?{/

hartU.Appletata

AssistantStateForester

W3JA:hr

TheTennesseeWildlifeResourcesAgencysupportstheproposeddesignation of7.2milesoftheNolichuckyRiveraswildandScenicRiverasproposed

inAlternativeBoftheForestServicereport.Heforeseeincreasing

developmentalpressuresinthefuturewhichwouldhavemadeAlternativeC morepreferabletous.AlternativeCwouldhaveaddedabout0.8milesof

downstreamrivercorridortothedesignation.

ThreefishspeciesarefoundintheSolichuckyRiverwhichareconsidered

rareinTennessee:

ofManagement

RehopethattheForestServiceconsiderstheserarespeciesaswellas

themanyattributesoftheNolichuckyRiverrecognizedintheETSwhen

assigningthemostprotectiveandinclusivestatuspossibletothisfine

aquaticsystem.

Thankyouforcoordinatingourcomments.

Sin*relv, ‘94/?

anSherry

Fish6WildlifeEnvironmentalist

DS/bjs

cc:BillYambert

BobRipley

RobertaHylton.USFVS.

TheStateofTennessee

h-.|-r'_Za"._I_"‘II.
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_StateofNorthCarolina

DepartmentofNaturalResourcesandCommunityDevelopment

DivisionofParksandRccrranon

512NorthSahsburySmart'Ralcigh,NorthCarolina2761!

JamcsCMamnGovernor

Dr.\x'ilham\X'Dev“

5ThomasRhodesSccman

December14,1987 ,

Dun-(tor

Mr.DavidHammond

NationalForestsinNorthCarolina

PostandOtisStreets

P.O.Box2750

Asheville.NorthCarolina28802

Subiect:NolichuckyRiverHildandScenicRiverStudyandDraftEIS.

DearHr.Hammond:

TheNorthCarolinaDivisionofParksandRecreationhasreviewedtheForest

Srvicestudyreportandenvironmentalimpactstatementfortheproposed

NolichuckyWildandScenicRiver.Membersofthestaffhavemadethe

fcllouingsuggestionsinregardtothestudyreport.

‘‘

TiehaturalHeritageProgramreportsthatnothreatenedorendangeredplant speciesareknownfromtheNorthCarolinasectionofthegorge,butseveral

s‘gniticantlvrareplantspeciesarereported.Thoseplantsinclude: SpeciesReportedLocation

llinbingFumatory[Ailumiafunosa)"Onrockycliffblastedoutto

Itzculdbemoreinformativeforthefinalstudyreporttoincludeageneral oa;offoresttypesandageclassesrepresentedinthepreferredalternative

bcuniarvarea(5.525acres).Thatdatashouldbeavailablefromexisting

foreststandmaps.Ihisinformationontheforestsassociatedwithtnegorge

H:;Lsupplementthebriefcharacterizationofvegetationinthestudyreport.

maketherailroad."

"Oncliffswestofrailroad

trestle."

"crevice,verticalcliff,one

milewestofPoplar."

Bleedingheart(izentraeximia) AMosslDichodontianpellucidun)

Thcrcughbioicgicaisurveyshavenotbeenconductedinthegorge.

W'5%'I'tr‘we.v\'r‘(J'-!u2"“"J‘T'wrh-meon_144w

:‘"1-'-_77'"'J""_'\"'"'\4'.v-\--._f_wavv

‘Q

atCl‘/nC'r/6/4{,/¢‘;.

.‘l

r- rI‘

_J./{(k,\‘_-1I,l

 

Mr.DavidHammond

Decemberlb,1987

Pagetwo

Thefigureonpage14ofthestudyreportshouldbecorrectedtoshowthatthe

HorsepastureRiver,extendingfromN.C.281toLakeJocassee,isacomponent

oftheNorthCarolinaNaturalandScenicRiversSystem.Additionally,the

NorthCarolinaRiversProgramshouldbereferredtoastheNaturalandScenic

RiversSystem(p.21).

Thankyoufortheopportunitytoreviewandcommentonthisstudyreport.

S5ncere1y~k'

i .,’all_?.

k/t

Williamalbum.Ph.D.

HWD/cr/emc

C/3

..'
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9L

k{qtiona].cflras_Re:NolichuckyRiverWildandScenicRiverStudyReportan:£IS

Cheroe86_~_L.

9.0.Box2010DR_

Cleveland,TN37311earHr.ollens.

RE:wildandScenicRiverStudyChotaCanoeClubreadwithinterestUnzabovestudyandE15.and

ReportandEhnaironmentalImpactfullysupportstheideaofincludingtheNolichuckyasaNational

StatementontheruslichuckyRiverwildandScenicRixer.RestronglyfavorAlternativeCuhich

P.L.93-542,?.L.93-621includestheentire8-milestretch.

Dearsxr;IfthemaindisadvantageofAlternatixeCisthattheForestSerizce

_‘wouldhavetokeepthelowerportionfreeoftrash.wesuggest

TheUnicoiCountyvCJmmlSSlQnneetln;1"te9‘‘a:"se551c”‘Januarythatlocalgroupscouldbepersuadedtodotheactualpick-u‘for

,._-.-rthe

_.-»'C“fl5€fi5u3{theCommissionthe-t .__I__fl

It-asthe_eneral Io ,~.‘___,'.lcertainlydiscouragingparticipantsandtheirfamilvmemberstrc:

,_»'—menda'ionsofthisstudyHO'-G_mp35esom3“?_ejera _t,-.'A

~t:“ \n‘cA"!vnaarc:mhar-‘'-"'\"_d“"19.a992?:1‘1'3effect'3"_O"tr1Ju‘1nE_OIt.

r“'fl::_,_,_-.--fi__--''''---_"' _

ccfirercialrattinc.Alsothataccesstofishingandhim...’in -._

P~ e3Quidbexhlnflp_rea.1ehe:taae-outandpicnicareaconstructeitrtheForestServ.:e

n‘e'-'..u-‘L’‘I- .l.

--afeeyearsaoisareciatedbv'addlersandfurtherdis:.'ra:es

.a

Yc__a_sldaratiofl3:theaggion_:5thisoodyfx:thisissueistzenfromusingtheoldtake-outahichca_seitrafficconccstios

ta-w-fl‘"*"‘ -..0,v'Aa

J-._HQ.03...

Vern:Iul’;Theadvantagesofprotectingtheentire8-m11estretchfro",ccr

. ‘zaterqualityandfromconstructionofsecondhoresorotherhui11:"*s

Il)

/-2?‘d/shouldbecleartoallgroupsusingtheriver.Loaters.zishezre'.an.

,.4 -..-;'--.'v_\

'Q;k.(injgl‘—__““_-\\x,ith.csersandshimmers..hislastrroupprotahiyconsistsm._t

__gngdon‘JZacalresidentsthanpeopletramoutside.sothatshouldreanaid:

Exe'J:1vqtionalsourceoflocalsupport.

  

Letusknowifwecanhelpinanywartowardinclusic:if_refillzcntck"

azongtheNationalScenicPi\ers.

-.QNLCQIfiOUNTOWmi"9w

.‘minI!!!\l'I-O

_vo
..0

.dDI

‘wwmwflfi'4"'Januarylé,'q88

ConaldL.Rollens January21'1986ForestSupervisor

CherokeeNationalForest

2800NorthOcoeeRoad

p.O.Box2010

Cleveland,{N3731!

ForestSupervisor

18.l955votedtoopposetheproposaltodesignatethe?.3to8

mileportionoftheNolichuckyRiverbetueenPopular.N.-.and Erwin.T:forinclusionintheNationalwildandScenicRivers

Svstemasrecommendedintheaoovecaptionecstudy.

providedwithtrashbagsandvehiclepick-upofbags.uifferert toyandgirlscouttroopsandchurchyoungpeople'sgrc_pskccli
beagoodplacetostart.ItilizationoflocalgroupsBCLl:naxe theaddedbenefitofmakinglocalpeopleawareoftheproblemat

theForestService,iforganizedtoworkaparticulardavani

I:n;ressranJaresH.Quilien

SenatorJamesE.Sasser enatorAlpertGore.Jr.

'.Z#a._~4~-”‘_

/0,i./ AnneC.Phillips

EnvironmentalConcernsChairra'

SantaCanoeClub
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4424Jet!Rd.,NW.
Atlanta,Georgia30327

January19,1988

Mr.DavidHammond.

ForestSuCI'VlSOl'

NationalorcstsinNorthCarolina

PostandOtisStreets

PO.Box2750

Ashevillc,N.C.28802

DearMr.Hammond:

IamwritingonbehalfoftheGeor_aCanoeAssociationtoenthusiasti

callysupporttheproposedinclusiono7.2milesoftheNolichuckyRiver
GorgeIntheNationalWildandScenicRiversSystem.Thislovelyriveris

oneofthetreasuresoftheSoutheasternUnitedStates.Wearegratefulto

theForestServicefortheirsupp.rtinprotectingthisnaturalresourceforus

andfuturegenerations.

Sincerelyyours,

got/,7,”

EvelynH.Hopkins,
ConservationChair

GeorgiaCanoeAssociation

 

s''



  

QweurgetheForestServicetorecommendpurchase

“1:!;::(-oflandinfeeorthepurchaseofsceniceasements

,_-. TCtomaintainrecreationalandscenicvalueswhere

''"ma":'“P‘C'suchvaluesarethreatenedbyincompatibledevelop

Mr.DonaldRollens,Supervisor

CherokeeNationalForest

P.0.Box20109+‘

2800NorthOcoeeRoad

Cleveland,TN37311

Sincerely:

7%”

BillTerry

Chair

DearHr.Rollens:

ThisisinregardtotherecentlyreleasedHildandSceniccc:RepresentativeJilmyQuillen

RiverStudyReportoftheForestService.Commentsfromthe

publicastothesuitabilityoftheNolichuckyGorgeforde

signationasaNationalScenicRiverhavebeenrequested.

TheForestServiceisaskingthepublictochoosebetween

threealternatives:

AlternativeAisnodesignation.

AlternativeB(theForestServicepreference)recommends

designationofa7.2milesectionofthegorge

AlternativeCrecommendsthedesignationofan8mile

sectionofthegorgez_

TheSierraClubrequeststhattheForestServiceconsider

additionalsegmentsoftheriverfordesignationasfollows:

asuniquegeologicalfeatures,heavilyusedbythe

public,andinneedofmanagement.

502DunailieDrivement.

Nashville,TN37217

Thankyouforyourconsiderations.

1.WeurgetheForestServicetochangetherecommenda

toAlternativeC,butwiththecontinuationofthe

sceniccorridortothehighwaybridgeatrivermile

97.5.Thisshortadditionprotectstherivertothe

ForestServicetakeout,whichisalsotheputin

forthelowersectionrunpastDevil'sLookingGlass.

a.WeurgetheForestServicetostudytheriverbetween thehighwaybridgeatrivermile97.5andStateRoute

81fordesignationasaNationalRecreationRiver.

Thisisthe"lowerNolichuckyrun",whichpasses

Devil'sLookingGlassandBigRock,widelyrecognized

  

'[''



  

wk

TheForestServiceisurgedtorecosnenddesignationasrecrea

tionalanadditionalsectionoftheriverextendingfromthepre

viouslynentionedvehicularbridgetothebridgeatStateRt.81

attheCrossroadsCountryStore.Thissectionseatstherequire nentsonpage20oftheD.E.I.S.fordesignationasrecreational

riverundertheWildandScenicRiverAct.

Thissectioncurrentlyisunderheavyuseforkayaking,canoeing,

tubing,rafting,picnicing,fishingandswimming.TheDevils

LookingGlassiswidelyrecognizedasauniquegeologicalfor-a

tion.ThebigrockatChuckybeachisafocalpointofrecreational

  
JANOOW

DearForestSupervisor,

TheStateofFranklinGroupoftheSierraCluburgesthe

ForestServicetoadoptalternativeCinrespecttotheconsider

ationoftheIolichuckyriverintheWildandScenicRiverActwith

thefollowingaddition.Wewouldsuggestextendingthecorridor

designatedasscenictothevehicularbridgecrossingtheriver

atailemarker97.5.ThiswouldincludeanofficalForestService

take-outpoint,aForestServicecampground,andprovidenanage—

sentandprotectionofthegorgefromadversedevelopelent.

Thisadditionalsectionseatstheeligibilityrequireaents

fordesignationofscenicriverasdescribedonpage19ofthe

D.E.I.S..Thepurchaseofprivatelandswouldnotberequired

underthisalternative.Designationwouldnoteffectcurrent

landusepractices.Acquisitionofsceniceasementsnayberequired

toperpetuatecurrentlanduseandnaintainscenicvalues.

@‘anus-e

"N01bla‘dcanoe-no‘Iopcoqveea.he!oopoemo‘toblmdpcoqveu‘

  

  

activitiesforthesurroundingarea.Heavyusageandadverse

developenentarethreateningthequalityofrecreationalactivity

inthisarea.Acquisitionofsceniceasementsmayberequired

tonaintaincurrentlanduseandrecreationalquality.

Thankyouforyourconsiderationinthismatter,

SenterJackson,Chairman,ConzitteeonNolichucky

Lia/pad?»

DanaEgIinton,ConservationChair

D0.‘..1__M

PowellFoster,Chairman,S.O.F.G.SierraClub

powc[IFQsTeK

  

@‘arm

""0!blo‘dopposouo‘1opcoqvessbu!oppolihofll0bhfld9c09ve.!"

''
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January28,1988

  

ForestSupervisor

NationalForestsinNorthCarolina

POBox2750

Asheville,NC

  

28802
TowhomItMayConcern.

ThankyouforsendingthewildandScenicRiverStudyandEconomicImpactState

mentfortheNolichuckyRiver.Ihavetwocommentstomake.

First,itsee-usthereislittleadditionalsubstantiveprotectiontotheriver

byinclusionasaNationalScenicRiver.Evanso,IwouldfavorAlternativeBfor

whateversmalladditionalprotectionitmightgivetheNolichudry.Itisoneofthe beautifulqorqesintheeastandshouldbepreservedinitsnaturalstateasIuchas

possible.

Second.inclusionasaNationalScenicRiverofitselfprobablywillnotsigni

ficantlyincreaserecreationalboatinguseoftheriverunlesstheForestService

planstodoalotofpromotionofthearea.Localandreqionalhardboatersalready knowoftheNolichuckythroughtheirclubsandotherpublications.Therecreational

useoftheNolichuckybyprivateboatersismoredependentonwaterflowthanonbe

ccminqaScenicRiver.

Commercialraftingcompaniesdotheirownpromotionsandconnercialraftingnum

berswillprobablycontinuetoincreaseduetothesemarketingefforts.However.

commercialuseoftheriverisheavilyinfluencedbywaterflow.Thepointhereis

thatmanaqementbytheForestServiceshouldheavilyinvolvethosewhousetheriver

(commercialandprivate)andthosewhoareaffectedbythatuse(counties).

Welookforwardtoworkingwithyouintryingtobalancetheprotectionand

utilizationofthisuniqueresource.

  

Sincerely.

h)\

_-...

tjLkooigK:‘{>V\

BunnyJohns

VicePresident

Q''
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LectoriSalutem:

31

I'mpleasedthattheForestServiceisrecommendingmostofthegorgeasa

NationalScenicRiver.ButIwishitwouldchooseAlternativeCinstead,and

wouldextendthesceniccorridoroftheriverevenbeyondthat8milesegmentas

farasthehighwaybridgeatmile97.5oftheriver.

915ScenicCt. Kingsport,TN37663

December29,1987

ForestSupervisor

CherokeeNationalForest

Box2010

Cleveland,TN37325

IwouldurgeForestServicesupportofDEISAlternativeCon

theNolichuckyRiver,withaddedmileagetothevehicularbridge

nearmile97.5.Thisadditionalmileageisneededtoprotect

theentrancetothegorgefromadversedevelopment,and

coordinatemanagementofitwiththeforestServicecampground

andtake-outpoint,andshouldbedesignatedScenic.

IfurtherurgetheForestServicetorecommendclassification oftheportionoftheriverfromtheaforementionedbridgeto

theTR81bridgenearCrossboadsGroceryasBecreational.This sectionisheavilyusedfortubing,csnoeing,fishing,swimming,

rafting,kayaking,picnicing,andrecreationalviewingfrom

adjacentroads.Itisthreatenedbyadversedevelopment.

Toprotectrecreationalvaluesandmaintaincurrentusepatterns

oftheland,sceniceasementsmightbenecessary.Devil'sLooking

Glassiswidelyrecognizedasauniquegeologicalphenomenaalong

thisstretch.BigRockandSandyBeachareheavilyusedbypeople

onUpperEastTennessee,andinneed:5managementtomaintain

recreationalvalues.

Bothoftheabovesuggestedadditionsresttherequirementsofthe
wildandScenicRiversAct.Irecreateinandalongthemfrequently.

Sincerely,

__\_fix’.JDLS..\_'~b

L.PowellFostér

Rt.5,Box236-C

JohnsonCity,TN1760i

Hr.RussGriffith

CherokeeNationalForest

2800NorthOcoeeRoad

Cleveland,TN373i]

DearMr.Griffith:

TheNolichuckyRivernearushereisoneofourmostprizedscenicandrecreational

assetsinUpperEastTennessee.AbovetheTennesseeRoute8|bridge,itserves

manyofusandmanyvisitorstoourareawithexceptio‘allyfineriverrecreation

experiences,andthelargelyunspoiledNolichuckyGorgebetweenPoplar,North

Carolina,andErwin,Tennessee,isoneofourfavoritescenictreasureshere. Wehopetheywillneverbedevelopedanyfurther,butwillalwaysbekeptas

theyarenow.

Inaddition,IhopetheForestServicewillstudythesuitabilityofdesignating
thesegmentoftheriverfromthatpointontothehighway8|bridgeaNational

RecreationalRiver.Itseemstomethatthatsegmentdeservessuchastatus.

Respectfullyyours,

‘

)

‘:

'

/)a)'L‘A/‘[1

DonaldShaffer{-

  

..'
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Rt.2.BO!380A

Brlin,TN37650

Jan27.'8

HrRussGriffith

CrerokeeNationalForest

Cleveland.TN37311

DenrHrGriffith,

HehavereviewedtheNclichuckyRiverwildandScenicRiver

itudvReoortwhereinorooosals“remadetodesignatetneNolich uckyRivergorzetobeincludedintheNationalwildandScenic

Riversvstens.It'squiteinterestingandvervwelldone.

weareinfavorofAlternvtiveC,designatingan8mile

sectionaseNatiQnelScenicRiver.Hesuggest,however,that vouconsidereddinzasceniccorridortothehighwaybridgeat
RiverMile97.5asthisshortsectionprotectstherivertothe

ForestService"takeout".

Healsowouldsuggestthatastudyhemodeofthesection

oftheriverbetweenmile97.5andStateHighway81forits

suitabilityasaNationalRecreationalRiver.

wehavealsodiscussedtheNolichucnyRiveroroposslswith

3othercoupleswhoarelocalresidents.andwhowishedtobe

onnoticeasfavoringProoosalC.aswellastheadditional

recommendationswemadenbove.Belowaretheirnamesandaddresses.

Very/trulyyourzE2

Hr&Hre3eAmmsnn

Hr&HrsNedSchsffer,Ht2,soiveyMt.,Erwin.TN37650

''HughDunlop'""'

""JerryRippee"'"'

PS:PleaseriveourvervbestregflrdstoJoeDabney

_\'\\'.CZIN‘“AA“1

1<~mWinn“\missponscis"7:that‘;at‘:

“O§‘'\\L\'\UL\K.7

_Re-m,{MN‘3555.7lzpod-\o-:‘the

I‘F'JUQK'.CIn»:3\--1\'>L\Ch§_proposed,1.$~>QP°\__'\

r‘xk'rsrodneCfeccmmencww)‘theée$iWfimo

<1;003WM?fir-Ie‘wakc;the\e>\\o§od<~/

301139(.15Q\dnomax$<emcRuler._fie-waver‘7')can);toLcc‘Qpk'fihé“we3cQh\QCorn _Tc'T‘fltmcfmsDNA8OJ‘(we:\~9\\e

‘\G0‘59;)\'3§c*QC\'‘\ht'.vofqgtSQNIQ

‘refine-O<-“'pcmi‘.

Isheos$o\<\.Wk:lrorecommend‘Andyou

Stu-E7{he\IO\_>>Q\_Nc\\c\\o<_7(‘on,L,_~\\\<,\\

.._Heiuw;(cowsvincwemsm‘homed'3o\¢\>T
71>'5\=;¥QRoe‘te8\QM-jé,es\“mixers03%0t

t_\<>5‘l°5o~.‘\RocreoénomolRwer’

T00597m;go..you:QcmcufxmQ$Q¥€C§flh<3
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RUSSGRIFFITH

CHEROKEENATIONALFOREST

2800NORTHOCOEEROAD

P.O.BOX2010

CLEVELAND,TN.37311

REFERENCE:NOLICHUCKYSCENICRIVERSTUDY

JANUARY20,1988

DEARMR.GRIFFITH:

IWOULDLIKETOMAKETHEFOLLOWINGCOMMENTSINREGARDS

TOTHENOLICHUCKYSCENICRIVERSTUDY:

1.IAMVERYPLEASEDTOSEETHENOLICHUCKYRIVER

CONSIDEREDFORSCENICRIVERSTATUS.

2.IWOULDSUPPORTALTERNATIVEC,BUTWOULDLIKE

TOSEETHESCENICCORRIDOREXTENDEDATLEAST

TOTHEHIGHWAYBRIDGEATRIVERMILE97.5.THIS

SHORTADDITIONWILLPROTECTTHERIVERTOTHE

TAKEOUTNOWPROVIDEDBYTHEFORESTSERVICE.

3.PLEASECONSIDERFORINCLUSIONINTOTHESCENIC

RIVERAREATHEPORTIONOFTHERIVERFROMTHE

BRIDGEATRIVERMILE97.5TCSTATEROUTE81.THIS

SECTIONOFTHERIVERISGOODCANOEINGWATERAND

PASSESSOMEVERYBEAUTIFULCOUNTRYWORTHYOF

PROTECTIONINCLUDINGDEVIL'SLOOKINGGLASSAND

BIGROCK.

THENOLICHUCKYRIVERGORGEANDLOWERNOLICHUCKYTOBIG

ROCKAREUSEDBYCANOEISTANDRAYAKERSNOWANDWILLBECOME

MOREVALUABLEINTIME.ONEOFTHELASTKNOWNNESTINGSIGHTS

OFTHEPEREGRINEFALCONINTENNESSEEWASATDEVIL'SLOOKING

GLASS.MAYBEWITHSOMEPROTECTIONTHISBIRDMIGHTBE

REINTRODUCED.

DAVIDMCPEAK

RT5,BOX32

BRISTOL,TN37620
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